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MILITARY ANALYST FEEDBACK
POST GUANTANAMO VISIT
(Transcripts: June 25-27, 2005)

Note: These are clips found as of 1500 Monday. More may follow.

Highlights:

» General Montgomery Meigs
o WNBC-NY, 6/25: The DoD is starting to do a better job of telling the

Gitmo story, which is “professionally run.”

o MSNBC News Live, 6/25: Compared Gitmo to the DoD Leavenworth
facility. All the right things, including interrogations, are being done
“correctly.” - |

»  Command Sergeant Major Steven Greer

O rox and Friends — 6/26: What we have done to “consistently ensure

humane treatment” is amazing. ..the interrogations are “definitely
working.”

» Major General Donald W.Sheggerd

©  CNN American Morning, 6/27: Gitmo “bears no resemblance’ to how it’s

portrayed in the press. The guards are dedicated and doing “an extremely
tough job” with the dangerous detainees.

» Colonel Jack Jacobs (three different clips)

o MSNBC: 6/26: Gitmo is “a very nice facility.” But the DoD’s invitation
for analysts to tour the facility was “long overdue...” “There’s nothing to
be ashamed of” and “it makes no sense” to close Gitmo.

o MSNBC, 6/26: Conditions at Gitmo have changed for the better over the
years... the soldiers “go out of their way” to accommodate Islam at the
prison

o MSNBC, 6/26: Conditions exceeded expectations — the cells are “high

tech.” The interrogators are establishing relationships with detainees to
gain information, but “it takes time.”
» Lieutenant Colonel Gordon Cucullu

O Fox and Friends —~ 6/27/05: Gitmo is a “very smooth—-working,' operating
procedure that may have had problems in the beginning but is now up and
running.” The facility and guards are “impressive.”
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Transcripts:

General Montgomerv Meigs
(Found Weekend Today Show clip and MSNBC - this Weekend clip)

WNBC-NY (NBC) - Today

6/25/2005 7:08:07 AM | |
Newscaster: Earlier this week a team of human rights experts at the United Nations
accused the U.S. of unfair treatment of detainees at Guantanamo Bay. And joining us this
morning from Washington, D.C., two NBC news analysts, both former generals, Barry
McCaffrey who's returned from a trip to Iraq and Montgomery Meigs, who recently
returned from, I believe, just yesterday, a visit to Guantanamo Bay. Good morning to
both of you... _

Newscaster: General Meigs, let me turn to you and Guantanamo Bay. You were just
there at the invitation of the U.S. military. Give us your general impressions. Meigs:
Well, we went to just about every corner of the place. Escorted by Major General Hood,
the commander down there. There's been over $100 million of new construction. The
place 1s professionally run. I was impressed. Newscaster: 1sn't the debate though not so
much about exactly how prisoners are being treated there but more on whether or not
Guantanamo Bay has become a symbol? A symbol to the Muslim world and in particular
-~ a recruitment tool for terrorists because of what it represents? Meigs: Well, I think the
problem we have is in terms of the general treatment of prisoners early on in the war. Let
me give you an example. The Red Cross just spent six weeks there interviewing
prisoners, going to every part of the prison. It's not an irretrievable situation. You're
going to have to have something like Guantanamo to hold these 500-odd terrorists who
were very seriously dedicated people. It might as well be Guantanamo as just the
Department of Defense is going to tell the story of what's really going on there. I think
they're starting to do a much better job of that now. Newscaster: General Meigs and
General McCaffrey, thanks very much to both of you this morning. _

MSNBC News Live

6/25/2005 11:20:12 AM

Newscaster: Meanwhile Guantanamo Bay is just one of the fronts on the war on terror
causing frustration. Earlier I got a forehand account from two retired generals. They now
serve as analysts.

...General Meigs, thanks for your patience. You returned from a visit to Camp Delta in
Guantanamo Bay, a source of a lot of controversy. What were your perceptions there?
Meigs: The place is very professionally run. There's been $100 million spent 1n
construction, which has brought the facilities up to a very high standard in terms of
confinement facility. The confinements were sound, similar to what we use in the
Department of Defense facility at Leavenworth. We talked with the senior interro gation
heads, and interrogations were being done correctly - nothing like what you read 1n the
log m "Time" magazine... Looks to me like they've got that thing up and running
properly. Newscaster: But how much were you actually able to see? There's a lot of
controversy, because of the treatment of detainees during interrogations ... Amnesty and
T'he Red Cross are both saying the prisoners may have been abused and that they were
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not allowed to see all that was going on. Were you able (confirm?) Meigs: Yes. I know
the commander. He was trying to show us everything because he's got a good story to
tell. The Red Cross had just spent six weeks there interviewing prisoners, getting access
to any part of the facility. And as I understand it, secondhand, their issues concern
1ndividual cells for prisoners, as opposed to two or three prisoners in a cell. That is not
- unusual in confinement facilities, in that the prisoners can talk to each other cell-to-cell,
¢t cetera. So I would say as time goes on, this story is going to abate. They are doing the
right things at Guantanamo. Newscaster: I will have more on their thoughts on whether
the media 1s giving America the accurate picture of what's really happening in the war on
terror. Meanwhile, a look at your weather...

Command Sergeant Major Steven Greer
(Found Sunday Fox News clip; the Saturday clip was not available)

Fox News -- Fox and Friends Sunday

6/26/2005 9:45:13 AM _

Newscaster: There has been a lot of debate about conditions at Gitmo. Our next guest
said 1t 1s not the detainees who are getting abused but the prison guards. In Washington
to explain is command sergeant Steve Greer. He went to the facility and he was there for
Detense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld. Sergeant, I saw you yesterday on shows and one of
the interesting things the points you made was you ate the food the detainees eat and 1t 1s
better than foods that the actual guards eat. It even costs more. Greer: Yes. That's
absolutely right. It is amazing the amount of steps that we have taken and put 1n place to
ensure there 1s a consistently humane treatment for all detainees. Some 520 currently
nside Gitmo. They've been there awhile. Newscaster: You said the people being treated
harshly are the guards themselves. What you are also saying, Sergeant is that these
prisoners have not been broken in any way. Greer: Well, what I would tell you is that the
Interrogation strategy down there is based on rapport building because that works. You
don't torture detainees to gain information - it's critical information to fight the war on
terror. What they have done 1s designed a rapport building based on certain activities. If
you are not compliant you get less incentives. I watched a Libyan being interrogated - he
was eating Hostess donuts and reading a magazine from the coast of Libya. Another

interrogation I watched (included) the detainee watching Martha Stewart Living and
drinking Seattle's Best Coffee. These are incentives given to detainees if they are
compliant if they continue to provide information to their interrogators. Newscaster: we
have had e-mails and discussed this as a talking point early in the show. We have had
people e-mail in to say this is nothing but a dog and pony show and of course conditions
- will be good and respectful because you guys will be brought down there and everybody
knows 1t. What do you say to that? Greer: That's nonsense. That B roll footage you ran
there - that's camp x-ray - that thing has been gone for two years. There have been
millions of dollars of construction and operation costs put into the camps at Camp Delta.
Here's the deal. The International Red Cross has 24/7 access to detainees and they have
met with every single detainee. Not to mention, anybody who thinks that there is

something going on other than humane treatment there never served a day in the military
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because the soldiers and sailors I know would never put up with it. They wouldn't allow
this to go on.... '

Newscaster: Steve, this is what I want to know. We had interrogations - you witnessed
four of them. My question is, if these interrogations are indeed working, are we further
along on the intelligence trail? Are we any closer to cracking Al-Qaeda? Are we closer
to getting Osama bin Laden? Greer: I don't know. Yes, they are definitely working. I
spoke to the senior interrogator - a female who has been there two years, she said every
single week they gain credible information that helps us uncover the structure of a
Canadian and associated networks. Not to mention Al-Qaeda's pursuit of WMD, terrorist
techniques and skill sets the way they recruit, recruiting centers and locations as well as
how terrorist organizations used legitimate financial businesses as fronts to fund
terrorism. Newscaster: The interrogations you viewed - what were they like? Greer: it
was really hair-raising to watch the interrogations and to see an Al-Qaeda operative face-
to-face with an American interrogator and interpreter. To see the cat and mouse game
that goes on... There was one individual who was leaning forward in his seat very focused
and attentive, with the detainee watching every word he said, he was there two years and

he was a leader within the camp itself.... Newscaster: thank you for joining us today.
Take care.

- Major General Donald W. Shepperd
(Found CNN American Morning News and Friday live clip only; CNN Radio transcripts

 not available)

CNN -- American Morning

6/27/2005 9:14:57 AM _

Newscaster: On Friday, a group of former military leaders, who are now TV
commentators, also toured the prison. Don Sheppard was there. He’s in Washington this
~morming for us. Nice to see you, General. You went Friday. How long were you there?
What did you get to see? Shepperd: We were there the whole day. We got to see the
entire detention facility, talk to the guards, see interrogations, observe interrogations, and
talk to interrogators. We had pretty much free run of the place to talk to anyone we
wanted to talk to. Newscaster: What did you come away thinking? Shepperd: I came
away thinking what the congressional delegation said. What we saw in Guantanamo

bears no resemblance to what we are reading in the present press. Most of the people
writing about this, I believe, have never been there. We have impressions of an old
facility camp that was closed three years ago. We have a modern, well-constructed prison
guarded by very, very dedicated people, doing an extremely tough job in the midst of a
very dangerous people. Newscaster: Did you talk to interrogators there as well? What
kind of questions did you have for them? Shepperd: We talked to interrogators and
watched them at work as well. A lot of people have the impression of people at
(Guantanamo, people with no rights and being mistreated. This is consistent with what I
heard from the interrogation training in Arizona, mistreatment does not work. You can't
get things out of people by torturing them. All it does is screw things up. You have to

- establish rapport over a long period of time, keep the interrogations going and eventually
people will give you information that you then coordinate with other pieces of

information to bring you actionable intelligence and that's what's happening now.
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Newscaster: You had free run of the place and that you got to watch them at work pretty
much unfettered for a day. Isn’t it fair to, well, if there's abuse going on 1t sure 1sn't going
to happen while the U.S. Congressional delegation is going through and certainly not
while former people who are now analysts on TV, are hanging out in town? I mean, it
seems to me, obviously you wouldn't see those things, I think that's fair to say, 1sn't 1t?
Shepperd: Absolutely. They put their best foot forward. In any prison situation you have
to continually guard against abuses. There have been abuses at Guantanamo in the past. I
think they have been fixed and they're constantly on the alert for them. What we saw was
a bunch of dedicated people that are really mad and feel attacked by the things coming
out in the print press about this. They say, I don't know where these people are getting
information. They haven't been here, and I haven't seen it going on. Newscaster: not only
coming out in the print press, journalists who haven't had a chance to visit, talking about
Amnesty International, they called Guantanamo modern gulag, the IRC said tactics were
tantamount to torture. IRC comes by frequently to check on prisoners. They’re there all
the time. The same with Amnesty International, they are people there. These are not
journalists typing on computers in another state and never have left the country.
Shepperd: The International Red Cross has access 24 hours a day 7 days a week at
times and place of their choosing. You’ve got to realize that people think about
Guantanamo as in previous wars where you captured detainees and hold them until the
end of the war and release them. Guantanamo is detaining people, keeping them off of
the battlefield, releasing ones not guilty and punishing and bringing to military tribunals
ones that are. That’s what we saw going on. And I believe that's what's going on now,
after some rough starts. Newscaster: What do the interro gators tell you about
information they're getting from folks who remain detained there? Shepperd: These
people have been here, some, two, three years. Newscaster: Are you still getting
valuable information? Shepperd: Absolutely yes. You get bits and pieces. New people
coming 1n all of the time, new faces, they reconfirm new things and go into databases line
things up, they say we've gotten a lot of information to prevent attacks 1n this country and
other countries with the information they're getting from these people and it's still
valuable. Former Air Force Major General Don Shepperd joining us CNN military
‘analyst back from Gitmo. Thanks for talking with us. '

Live from CNN

(6/24/05 2:50 p.m.)

Newscaster: We have just established a line to Guantanamo Bay to our military
analyst, General Don Shepperd. He arrived there as part of a trip put together by the
Pentagon 1n the wake of that human rights report that criticized conditions at the prison
for war detainees. General Shepherd is on the phone with us right now. What do you
see? Shepperd: I'm seeing a lot of rain right now. We're in the middle of a drenching
rainstorm. Every American should have a chance to see what our group saw today. The
Impressions you're getting from the media and from pronouncements of people who have
not been here are false. What we're seeing is a modern prison system with dedicated
people, interrogators who know what they're doing. And people are being well treated.
We had a chance to tour the facility, eat what the prisoners eat, we've seen people being
interrogated. It's nothing like the impression from the media.
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[Newscaster: You said you got to talk to the interrogators and guards. What have they
told you? Shepperd: The interrogators, we have the opinions that people have been
mistreated. Everyone we talked to, and this is consistent with things I have known in the
past, every interrogator will tell you the key is a relationship based on respect.
BEventually, they will begin to talk and you get pieces of information you can fit together
with pieces of information from somewhere else. Pressure doesn't work, disrespect
doesn't work, and torture is counterproductive. That came from everyone, men and
women who were interrogators down here. Newscaster: This leads me to my next
question. Of course, this was a trip organized by the Pentagon. Do you feel like you're
getting full access? Are you seeing a true picture? Shepperd: That's a good question.
They are proud to have people down here to see what we're seeing. Obviously, they're
going to put their best foot forward, and obviously, there will be abuses or people
disobeying the regulations. I have been in prisons and jails in the United States, and this
1s by far the most dedicated force I've ever seen in any correctional institution anywhere.
Newscaster: You mentioned you have spoken with guards. What are they saying?
Shepperd: Very interesting. I had lunch with one of the female guards and then I talked
- to a group of male guards as well. I said, do you ever see anything that goes on that
resembles mistreatment of prisoners or mistreatment by the prisoners of guards. They
say they're on alert at all times. They're not armed when they're around the guards (sic -
meant to say "prisoners”). You don't do that because obviously weapons can be taken
and used against you. But basically, they treat the prisoners firmly with respect. They
don't engage in a lot of banter with them. They say the prisoners do things that we've
heard about in the media. They sometimes get riled and will throw feces, they'll throw
urine at the guards. But this entire system is based upon compliance. In other words, if
you comply with the rules, you're gonna be treated well, you'll be given more privileges
just like any detention facility, and if you don't, your life 1s going to be much more
miserable than those who do. So, all of the guards seem to be very professional. None of
them that I have talked to have observed anything in the way of mistreatment or any
really bad incidents. The biggest thing they say is violence between the prisoners
themselves. A lot of the prisoners don't like each other. They're from different countries.
Newscaster: On the flipside, have you had access to the prisoners themselves and what -
are their conditions? Shepperd: We have not had access to the prisoners themselves.
We are told what they are and we have seen all the facilities. We have watched
interrogations. We just watched interrogations of two high-value prisoners who have
been here for a considerable amount of time. The facilities are basic of prisons
anywhere. We have seen the cell said. They're 7 x 8 cells. They're clean. they have a
toilet in the facility. They have a water fountain in the facility. They have a bed. They
are given the Koran. They're given a mattress. They're given clothes, recreational things
such as playing cards, chess, checkers, that type of thing. We have not had access to talk
to the prisoners and, again, that's one thing you've got to be very careful of. You want to
establish a prisoner relationship with the interrogators and not have that proliferated with
other people. Newscaster: Let's back up for just a moment because you said you
watched an interrogation. Explain to us how that played out and were there any instances
~of abuse or possible abuse? Shepperd: Absolutely not. Basically, you're able to observe
interrogations. When you say, "we watched them." I want to be very careful about how I
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describe this. I do not want to describe how we watched it. They have various ways of
momnitoring the interrogations. With the interrogations we watched, there were
interrogators, translators who translated for the detainee, and there were also intelligence
people in there. They're basically asking questions. They ask the same questions over a
long period of time. They get information about the person's family, where are they from,
who they know, what they do. All of the things you would want in a criminal
investigation. These were cordial, very professional. There was even laughing in two of

- them. Newscaster: Laughing in an interrogation? Shepperd: Yes. It's not like the
impression that we have where people bend people's arms and mistreat people. They're
trying to establish a firm professional relationship where they have respect with each
other and can talk to each other. Yes, there was laughing and humor going on in a couple
of these things. I'm talking about a remark made where someone will smirk or laugh or
chuckle. Newscaster: We appreciate your time and that look inside Gitmo
with you being there. Thank you for that. We invite you to stay tuned.

Colonel Jack Jacobs
(Found three MSNBC clips and NBC Weekend Nightly News clip)

MSNBC
6/26/2005 9:35:56 AM:

Newscaster:...possible prisoner abuse in Guantanamo Bay, lawmakers from both sides
of the aisle tour the site this weekend. They say conditions are improving for prisoners.
Military escorts took a house delegation through cellblocks, interrogation rooms, and
troops’ barracks. Our own military analyst was also given a tour of Guantanamo Bay
earlier this week; retired army Colonel Jack Jacobs joins us with a little more insight.
First up, before we get to Guantanamo Bay, about that report in the Sunday Times about
U.S. officials meeting with insurgent leaders, tell us a little about what that might mean.

- Jacobs: I think we're reaching out to try to find some solution to the problem of
continued violence by this group of people that we call collectively the i Imsurgency, trying
to meet with these guys and figure out if there's some way that we can ameliorate the
situation. I can't get any confirmation that it actually took place. But I can tell you this --
unless you meet with every one of these guys, including Al-Zargawi’s mob, you're not

crnlﬂcr to oet nnvfh*mcr

Newscaster. Well, Secretary Rumsfeld has said it was Iraqis meeting with insurgent
leaders. Was there a difference there? Would they not do it with the U.S. military?
Jacobs: They might do it with the U.S.'s approval, but not with the U.S. or any
combination of those things. And it's possible and plausible that the Iragis themselves
would meet with the insurgency leaders. But if they're going to do it, they've got to get all
of the insurgency leaders together. The thing is so fragmented, unless they get them all to
agree 1t's not going to work.

Newscaster: Now to Guantanamo Bay. Tell us about the cells themselves also where the
prisoners are detained. What are they like?

Jacobs: Well, the older cells, of course, are older. But the new cellblocks, which a new
cellblock 1s patterned directly after a high security prison in Indiana, and it's the state of
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the art facility. The cells are very, very good indeed. The detainees have the capability to
falk to other detainees and inmates. They can do things like play checkers with them and
S0 on, even 1n the higher security blocks. It’s a very nice facility, to be honest with you. If
you've got to be in prison, it's not a bad place to be.

Newscaster: We're seeing a lot of high-profile visits to Guantanamo Bay 1s it part of a
PR ploy? We now recognize that we've been watching pictures from three years ago,
since abandoned. Now Camp Delta, an entirely different location in that facility in
Guantanamo Bay. What’s going on here?

Jacobs: Well, I think the Defense Department has been way behind the eight ball. This
story had been building up over a period of time. You said yourself, the x-ray pictures are
three years old and we've still been showing them. The Defense Department has waited;
instead of getting ahead of the story and saying, why don't you come on down and take a
look at this thing. We’ll show you what it's really like, but has waited until now to do it.
Long overdue. I think that the story -- the story is one in which we can get a good view of
what's actually taking place. There’s nothing necessarily to be ashamed of. The facilities
there are actually quite good. And the story is an interesting and important one that the
Detense Department should have shown us before. They need to learn from this, that it
doesn't make any sense to wait, get everybody down there, show them the stuff at the
very begining, and they would be lots better off.

Newscaster: We spoke to two retired Generals yesterday. Alex just spoke to two
lawmakers who said conditions there, and you yourself saw that conditions there are
better or good. Does that mean, however that, the reputation, the 1image, has not been too
tarnished, that this camp should in fact stay open?

Jacobs: Well, the reputation is tarnished, period. I don't know if you're going to be able
to improve the reputation in the Islamic world, no matter what you do. At the end of the
day, the intelligence value of Guantanamo is so hi gh, and I’ve seen both unclassified and
classified briefings down there. But I can tell you that the intelligence value is so hi gh
that 1t makes no sense whatsoever to close it down. And we're still getting information
from detainees who have been there for three years. '

MSNBC

6/26/2005 10:38:56 AM

Newscaster: Retired Army Colonel Jack Jacobs, welcome as always.

Jacobs: Good morning. _ .
Newscaster: A report in the "Sunday Times" of London, about meetings between U.S.
otticials disputed by Donald Rumsfeld, and Irag1 insurgents. Any way you slice that, it's
still problematic because the insurgency is not a coherent group, could you tell us about
that? ' '

Jacobs: I tried to check to see whether or not it was true and so far, nobody's talking
about it. It’s plausible that we will have, that we would have had meetings with these
guys. But one of the points that you mention, that it's difficult, if you can't assemble
everybody who is participating in this very fragmented insurgency, we call it an
insurgency like it's one centrally-organized thing, 1t's not. ..

Newscaster: Let’s go to Guantanamo Bay. The respect or disrespect of Islam. Now we
talked earlier about some of the cells and conditions there. What about Islam itself? Did
you get any sense of how fair it is there?
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Jacobs: Sure. Not only what happened before, and people make mistakes and you're sure
mistakes have been made in the past. The law of large numbers says eventually
something bad may have happened. I can tell you right now that they go really, from my
standpoint, way out of their way to accommodate Islam. Ritually slaughtered meat 1s
flown in from Florida. The meals that they ate, I can tell you that you can't eat that much
food, to be honest with you. The each, each detainee gets a prayer rug, prayer oil, prayer
beads. He’s got a niche in his cell for his Koran, so that it doesn't inadvertently get
desecrated. Every conceivable horizontal surface you can think of has got an arrow
stenciled on it. Any place that a detainee can be, interrogation room, out in the exercise
yard 1n the cell, to show which way to turn, which way is Mecca, so he can pray.
Newscaster: Are these changes? Is this an updating in the system? Because the reports,
remember the log story about how the 20th hijacker was treated three years ago or two
years ago.

Jacobs: That was a long time ago.

Newscaster: Do you have a sense that this is newly implemented?

Jacobs: This is the sense, I think some of the changes, the large majority of them have
been evolutionary, the kind of conditions we have there now, were not, were not existing
three years ago. They’ve been changing for the better. And I think one of the reasons
we've done 1t 1s less because of the international concern about it, but because you get
more mnformation out of these guys if you treat them properly. And they're properly
treated and we're getting lots of information from them. Information we didn't oect before.
Newscaster: Better with honey than vinegar. |

Jacobs: It works every time.

MSNBC

6/26/2005 11:47:47 AM

Newscaster: Meanwhile, we'll get insight from our own military analyst, also given a
tour of Guantanamo Bay earlier this week. Retired Army Colonel Jack Jacobs, welcome
as always.

Jacobs: Good morning again.

Newscaster: Tell us a little bit -- earlier you talked about the cells and the food. Tell us
about specifically about the interrogations you were able to witness.

Jacobs: We saw a number of interrogations. Some fairly high profile and extremely

dangerous detainees. And they used different techniques. The whole idea is to get closer
to the detainees, so he can feel comfortable with you and therefore give you the
information you require. You’re not going to get any good information from somebody
you beat up. He’s going to tell you whatever he thinks you want to hear so that you'll
stop. So they've been working hard over the last few years to gain the trust of these
detainees. Some of them are very, very high-level and hard-core people. And 1t works, 1t
works. I saw one, one detainee, whenever there's a session, he won't talk unless he oets
his stuff. What’s his stuff? A Twix candy bar, you can't make this up. A cup of Seattle’s
best coffee and the latest edition of "" Martha Stewart Living."" and then he'll start
talking. _

Newscaster: And is that because Martha Stewart. . ..

Jacobs: I have no idea. Are you establishing real trust with these people, 1f you have an
interrogator and analyst, who over time, develops trust with the detainees.
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Newscaster: Is that a change in a tactics? We had heard before the complaints of the FBI
agents who were sent to various locations who witnessed military interrogations or
perhaps those by the contractors or reservists in Iraq. Who at one point were doing some
of them? Is that a change in tactics? _

~Jacobs: I think in some areas it's a change. In many areas, it's not. Because the American
military people recognize that if you, if you establish trust you're going to get the
information you require ultimately. But I think overall it's a reco gnition that 1t's going to
take time and you have to establish a working relationship with the detainee. There’s one
interrogator I saw, who is a very motherly type. And this is the interrogator who finely
got this one detainee to spill everything because he felt some sort of close relationship
with this woman, who over time developed a personal intellectual relationship with him.
Newscaster: Did you see what you expected to see when you took this tour?

Jacobs: No. I'm something of a skeptic. And a doubter. I’ve always been, I was very
surprised to see what I saw. I expected the facilities to be very rustic. They are not, they
are 1 very good shape and they are in new high-tech containment cells. I did not expect
civilians to be interrogating the prisoners. I didn’t expect to see the little contact with
military people and detainees.

. Lientenant Colonel Gordon Cucullu .
(Found the Fox News clip only. Radio transcripts for KKLA Frank Pastore, Al Rondel

show, Greg Allen Show, KTFK Crane & Smash and True North Radio with Laurie
Morrow not available) .

Fox News (Fox and Friends First)

6/277/2005 6:23:12 AM '

Newscaster: Because he's just back from Guantanamo Bay. He spent a lot of time 1n the
military. Former Green Beret, Colonel, thank you for joining us. What did you see when
you got over to Gitmo? Cucullu: Good morning, Brian. I saw an impressive situation
there. We’re talking about a very smooth-working, operating procedure that may have
had problems in the beginning but is now up and running. The facility is quite adequate
for what the mission is. And the troops were extraordinarily impressive from top to
bottom. I had an opportunity to dine with them, to work with them, and 1t really was

amazing. Brian: First off, do the troops realize the amount of pressure and focus 1s on
Gitmo? Cucullu: Oh, it's unbelievable. They get -- you know, they get Fox News down
there. They get emails; they talk to their friends and relatives here in the states. And
they're quite aware, not only of the overall situation, but they're extremely aware when
you hear off the wall comments by people like Senators Kennedy and Durbin, that attack
them personally, and the great thing is that rather than hurt their morale, what this really
does 1s 1t raises the bar for them. They say we're going to be even better than we were
before, just to prove to these guys how professional we are. Brian: In terms of what you
observed first-hand, what do you know now that you didn't know before you walked on
to the 1sland? Cucullu: Well, quite a few things, Brian. The first thing I know for sure is
that there's no torture going on down there. And that these people are being kept in a way

that's very humane, probably moreso than even your average maximum security prison
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in the United States. The other thing is that surprised me 1s the fact that we're still getting
what we would call actionable, usable intelligence information interro gations with these
guys, and that I hadn't expected, and so I was very pleased to see that, because what it
shows 1s that the process is working and that there really 1s a reason, other than the fact
that these are very evil terrible people, who keep this system working. Brian: The FBI
report that says they used dogs chained to the floor, forced to go to the bathroom on
themselves, everything like that, do you understand that that is proven true, but that was
the old system or is that considered a false report? Cucullu: I don't know what
happened in the past, and it's tough for me to evaluate that particular report, although it
sounds a bit hyperbolic to me. We went through several of the camps, we actually
watched several ongoing interrogations and we had a chance to talk to the troops on a
one-on-one basis over a meal, which was a detainee's meal, it proved to me that there's
absolutely nothing like that going on now. In fact, many of us were a bit shocked at the
leniency that the command is showing toward the prisoners, the detainees, because in
many cases the real abuse going on down there that we don't hear about is that every day
when these guards, our young men and women go 1nto the blocks, they're assaulted by
the detainees throw feces, urine, semen, spit. They’re vilified, threatened; their families
are threatened with death. If they go into the cell with these guys, they're personally
attacked. They try to scratch their eyes out, pull their mouths and stuff, and break their
hands. It’s very dangerous, and these kids are very brave and professional for putting up
with 1t and not reacting in a way that maybe you and I would if we put up with the same
threat. Brian: When you talk about interrogations, you say relationships are being built.
Why? Cucullu: Because they feel that you get -- it's like the old -- the old saying, you
get more flies with honey than you do with vinegar. These people are working with them
over a long period of time, the interrogators are establishing a relationship with the
prisoners, and what they're finding is that in many cases, it's an ego thing, Brian. These
detainees are proud of what they did, they're proud of the fact that they have tried to kill
Americans, and Westerners and will do so in the future. They brag about it. They openly
boast about it. And they -- we're finding out things about financing, about Al Qaeda
organizations and training, about operations that took place 1n the past and may happen in
the future, so this is all -- is essential for the security of the United States that we continue
the interrogation process down there. Brian: Last question, there's no way to ever show
you 1f there was something to hide in Gitmo, the average person watching at home says
(they) never show you what was wrong at Gitmo. What makes you think that you got the

real story? Cucullu: Because we saw hundreds of people, we saw almost every cell and
confinement facility down there. It’s simply impossible, Brian, to have a conspiracy on
that level and that magnitude. There were 10 of us along; we were speaking to the troops
over a meal. If somebody had a complaint or a problem, they would have indicated it to
one of us and we would have been able to share that. This business about these vast _
‘conspiracies 1s really overstated. Plus we do what we're looking for. You know, we're not
rookies at this, and we've inspected military units before. You can tell the pride, the
honesty, and the pride that comes from these troops. Brian: Thanks again for joining us.

Cucullu: Great to be on with you. Brian: In and out of Cuba, not an easy thing to do.
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Military Analysts - Gitmo Trip Wrap-Up
- (Media Coverage: June 24 — July 5)

Summary
Coverage of the military analyst visit to Guantanamo included 37 known articles or
Interviews across television, print, online and radio outlets. Military analyst Lieutenant

Colonel Gordon Cucullu had the most coverage followed by Major General Shepperd and
then Colonel Jacobs. Themes were consistent with last weeks topics as follows:

Prisoner/Guard Abuse

> Most abuse is either toward U.S. military personnel and/or between prisoners
» U.S. military guards are regularly threatened by prisoners

» Some analysts stated there may have been past abuses at Gitmo but not now
Prisoner Interrogations
» Interrogators are building relationships with prisoners; not torturing them
» We are still gaining valuable information from prisoners
. » Interrogations are very professionally run
Quality of Prisoner Care

» Soldiers go out of their way to accommodate Islamic practices by providing
prayer rugs, Korans and directional arrows pointing toward Mecca

» Dietary needs of prisoners are taken into consideration and medical care 1S
provided

Closing Gitmo _
» Gitmo exceeds Geneva Convention requirements

» We should not close this facility and let dangerous terrorists out
Analyst Feedback

» Analysts felt criticism of DoD is unfair and misguided
» DoD should have been more open about Gitmo sooner

» Analyst tour is “long overdue” and there is “nothing to be ashamed of”
» Television media has outdated images of Gitmo (i.e. showed a rundown facility)
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COVERAGE BY MEDIA OUTLET

® Print/ Online
Radio

10

Amount of Coverage per Analyst No Known Post-Trip Commentary

Magmnls

» Colonel Tim J. Eads

» Colonel Glenn Lackey

» Retired CIA — Wayne Simmons
(Quoted within a Gordon Cucullu piece)

Dilion

Cucullu

SUMMARY OF MEDIA COVERAGE
(*Indicates new media not covered in last report)

General Montgomery Meigs

Television
WNBC-NY (NBC) - Today
6/25/2005 7:08:07 AM _
> General discussion of Gitmo structural changes, prisoner treatment and Red Cross

interviews of detainees. Also talked about whether Gitmo should continue to
detain prisoners.

MSNBC News Live
6/25/2005 11:20:12 AM
» Discussed the quality of the facilities, prisoner interrogations and Red Cross

Involvement. Also commented on the professionalism of the military personnel at
Gitmo and believes DoD is doing the “right thing” at Gitmo. -

OSD | | 2
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MSNBC*
6/27/2005 3:24:11 PM _
~» Spoke of the numerous changes at Gitmo. For example, building rapport with

prisoners, the high quality of food and facility improvements in comparison to
past conditions. '

Command Sergeant Major Steven Greer

(Fox News interview on Saturday, June 25; not available)

Television
Fox News -- Fox and Friends Sunday
6/26/2005 9:45:13 AM
» Emphasized that interrogations are built on rapport rather than torture and that the
- food quality 1s good. Also discussed the fact that prisoners attack military guards.

- Major General Donald W. Shepperd '
(Radio interviews ABC Radio - New York and CNN Radio this Weekend: not available)

Print/Online:
Visit offers glimpse into Guantanamo
(CNN.com; online CNN article by General Donald Shepperd) — J uly |
» Criticism of DoD is unfair and misjudged. Gitmo replicates military justice
systems (i.e. military tribunals) and is modeled after U.S. prisons. “Certainly no

gulag.”

Television:
CNN -- American Morning
6/27/2005 9:14:57 AM
» Discussed guards’ professionalism, the quality of facilities and interrogation
techniques (i.e. building relationships with prisoners).

Live from CNN
6/24/05 2:50 PM
» Gitmo is a modern prison system with dedicated guards and interrogators who
know what they're doing. Stated that analysts had access to multiple parts of the
facility despite the fact that is was a DoD sponsored trip.

- CNNEU® - CNN Europe
6/27/2005 4:21:29 PM _
> Mﬂitary commussions are going on right now. U.S. guards are angry that Gitmo

1S being portrayed In a negative fashion in the media. Early abuses have been
“cleaned-up.’
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Colonel Jack Jacobs
(MSNBC 1nterview — June 26; not available)

Television
MSNBC
6/26/2005 9:35:56 AM
» He did not get any sense of abuse taking place. Stated that the DoD needs to be

more proactive about 1ts Gitmo PR efforts. Valuable and actionable intelligence
1s still being collected.

MSNBC
6/26/2005 10:38:56 AM _
» DoD has been very accommodating to Islamic practices at the Gitmo facilities
(1.e. prayer rugs, ritually slaughtered meat etc.) and conditions are changing for
the better.

MSNBC
6/26/2005 11:47:47 AM _
» Observed “relationship building” between the detainees and guards and discussed
the high quality of the Gitmo facilities.

MSNBC*
6/29/2005 3:32:44 PM _ |
» Mentions there may have been abuse in the past but not now. Discussed the high
quality of the facility and the fact that there is still new information being
“gathered.

Lieutenant Colonel Gordon Cucullu
(Articles: The Walton Reporter — New York; Democracy Project; The Right Approach
Radio: WABC - New York City, Dennis Prager - Los Angeles, KKLLA - Los Angeles,
KABB - Los Angeles, Greg Allen - Tampa, WMET - Washington, D.C, KFI - Los
Angeles, KTFK - St. Louis, Liberty Broadcasting — Nationally Syndicated, True North
Radio — Waterbury (VT), Greg Allen Show - Tampa — Not Available)

Print/Online
Interrogations at GITMO: Breaking Stereotvpes...*
(The One Republic Journal; Gordon Cucullu) - July 5
» Observed interrogations while visiting Guantanamo and spoke of the importance
of building rapport with the detainees. New information continues to be collected
from detainees. Was impressed by the professionalism of the facility personnel at
the camp.

Abuse at Guantanamo: Reportine on a visit to Gitmo...*
(The One Republic Journal; Gordon Cucullu) — June 28

OSD |
Public Affairs Research and Analysis



> Attacks on American service members from prisoners are common. Inspection of
cells indicated “a far cry from the harshness of American maximum securlty
prisons.” “Combatants are evil and dangerous.”

Mothering Terrorists at Gitmo *
(FrontPageMagazine.com ; Gordon Cucullu) — June 28
» Prisoners receive a 2,600-calorie diet. F acility personnel and guards are regularly

attacked and gaining information continues to be a challenge. He commended
personnel at the Gitmo facility.

What I Saw at Gitmo
(FrontPageMagazine.com; Gordon Cucullu) — June 27
» Observed interrogations and commented on the quality of medical care. He also
pointed out that the Korans handed out all have protective cases.

Television
Fox News - Fox and Friends First
6/27/2005 6:23:12 AM .
» Discussed the morale of prison guards despite public criticism of how the Gitmo
facility 1s run. Continue to build relationships with prisoners to gain actionable
intelligence. The camp continues to serve its purpose.

Fox News* - Dayside with Linda Vester
6/29/2005 1:42:06 PM

» Dangerous detainees regularly threaten guards and interrogations are necessary in
order to gain continued intelligence.

Major Dana R. Dillon

Print/Online
Model Gitme: Verv far awav from anvthine Amnest
(National Review; Dana Dillon) — July 1
» Detainees are treated humanely and just. The Pentagon 1s holding U.S. personnel
who have previously mistreated prisoners accountable. The detention operations
at Gitmo play a “vital role” in the war on terror.

r claims.*

Lieutenant Colonel Robert Maginnis

Print/Online
Commentary & News Briefs
(Agape Press; Compiled by Jody Brown quoting Robert Maginnis on Gitmo) -~ June 27
» Observed the interrogation process and was impressed with the level of
professionalism at the camp. New intelligence is surfacing all the time.
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MILITARY ANALYST TRIP TO GUANTANAMO
(June 25, 2005)

The military analysts who discussed (Guantanamo included:

> Lieutenant Colonel Gordon Cucullu — FrontPage Magazine, 6/3
© Amnesty’s allegations of a “gulag” are “loathsome” and “offensive”
» Major Dana R. Dillon — Scripps News Service, 6/23
o Comparing Guantanamo to the Cambodian killing fields is “grossly
exaggerated” and contnbutes to lowered morale at home and for the troops
overseas.
» Colonel Jack Jacobs — MSNBC, 6/20
- © The administration thinks that Guantanamo Bay still Serves its purpose.
> Lieutenant Colonel Robert L. Maginnis — Agape Press, 6/16
O Amnesty “doesn't understand the holocaust or the gulags...” Detainees are
“often treated better than the American soldiers who are guarding them...”
In addition, “millions of dollars™ are now being spent on an air-
conditioned facility.
» General Montgomery Meigs - MSNBC, 6/23
o0 “We started the game and you can't walk out at the end of third perlod and
- declare victory."
» Major General Donald Shepperd CNN 6/23
o "We would be crazy to close Gimo," because where else would detainees
go? But he wants to see for himself “what the legal processes are being
followed there.” _
o Gitmo was a mistake and is now a “symbol,” much like Abu Ghraib. It’s

a “failure of policy” and the world deserves “an explanation.” (CNN,
6/13) '

» Mr. Wavyne Simmons — Fox News, 6/6 '

o The Pentagon has made “horrible decisions about Gitmo,” including
allowing those “terrorists” to have the Koran there... The occurrence of
abuses there are rare and “inadvertent.”

Lieutenant Colonel Gordon Cucullu (USA, Retired)

Without Amnesty — FrontPage Magazine, June 3

» In a bylined piece about Amnesty International’s allegations of a gulag at
Guantanamo:



...Make no mistake, Amnesty’s accusations are the most loathsome and
despicable imaginable. Especially offensive is Amnesty’s calling the terrorist
prison in Guantanamo an American ‘gulag...”
As the Wall Street Journal notes, compared to the Soviet gulag in which millions
died, "this is just one more sign of the moral degradation of Amnesty _
International." It is worse than lack of principle or judgment to use a hi ghly
‘charged word like ‘gulag’ recklessly; a word with such a terrible connotation. It is
an mtentional distortion of fact. .. -
To 1gnore completely as Amnesty has done the hapless situation in North Korea
In a real gulag and of escaped refugees who are forcibly repatriated back to North
Korea from China to certain imprisonment or execution, is reprehensible and
inexcusable. This immoral stance is exacerbated by the crocodile tears the
organization sheds over detained terrorists bent on mass killing of innocent held
In a detention center. _
The Journal summed it perfectly: ‘A "human rights" group that can’t distinguish

between...death camps and detention centers for terrorists who kill civilians can’t
be taken that seriously."

Major Dana R. Dillon (USA, Retired)

As criticism of war builds, Kennedy calls for Rumsfeld to resign — Scripps News
Service, June 23 _ ' o
» Concerning recent “gulag” claims at Guantanamo and the situation in Irag:
“Comparing Guantanamo Bay to the killing fields in Cambodia, I think that kind
of language is grossly exaggerated and doesn't help,” he said. “Eventually, if they
destroy the morale at home, they destroy the morale of the soldiers in the field.”
But Dillon says the administration also brought some of the criticism on itself
through its public relations approach up until now.
“There seems to be a tendency to say, ‘We see the light at the end of the tunnel,’
when 1n fact the light is a long, long ways off,” he said. I think it would help 1f

the adminaistration went back to what it did in the beginning and talk about the
- long war, that it is painful.”

Winning the Peace: Principles for Post-Conflict Operations - (National Security

Research, June 13), by James Jay Carafano, Ph.D. and Dana R. Dillon
» In a bylined piece concerning the situation in Iragqg:

Despite the frequency of military intervention and the inevitable follow-on
operations, there has been scant success in developing a sound doctrine to guide
the planning. This is unacceptable. . . '
Initial assessments of U.S. military operations in Irag suggest that the military
failed either to follow its own doctrine or to learn from past experiences. Halting
efforts to rebuild Iraqi security forces and control arms in the country are just two
examples... '
Current experiences clearly demonstrate that occupation operations are complex
and difficult. If the United States wishes to meet future challenges more
eftectively, it must address the impediments to providing the right combination of



hard and soft power. Innovations in doctrinal concepts, educa-tion, operational
practices, and organization could provide the impetus for developing an
appropriate post-conflict force for the next war.

Colonel Tim J. Eads (USA, Retired)

Fox News: U.S. Troops Headed Home Soon From Iraq? — Fox News, Apnl 11

» When asked about troop reahgnment and question over when the troops will
return home: .
It's st1ll going to take a lot of time. I mean, we're talking years, as opposed to
months. Yes, we are going to be able to bring some troops home, bring some
troop levels down, as the Iraqi military and police force are more capable and able
to do some of the tasks that the U.S. military is forced to do right now.
I think, no matter, after two years, we are still going to have some troops there.

When asked if three years was reasonable to train the Iraqi military:
Absolutely, because, you know, we started from nothing. You know, the first
thing we did -- and some have said it was a mistake -- was that we disbanded the
mulitary. And so, what you lost when you did that is, you lost the officer corps.
You lost the officer the noncommissioned officer corps, which are really the
backbones of the military. '

When asked about senior U.S officials’ timeline for withdrawal:

Well, I think what they're telling you is, the trend line is showing that, if things
continue on the current trend, we are gomg to be at a point soon that we can start
bringing guys home.

Command ‘Sergeant Major Steven Greer (USA, Retired)

FINC - Fox News, May 13
» When asked about resistance toward U.S. troops in Iraq:

' I will tell you routing out the resistance and denying the terrorists a sanctuary
they're currently using in the western corridor would be defined in my terms as
success. You have to understand insurgents as well as terrorists in the case, five
basic resources to survive. They have to have manpower, funding, they need
weapons intelligence, and a safe haven. So this is a huge plus for us and the fact
they've now moved their safe haven so close to the porous border. They used to

- be in Fallujah and now they're over to the western corridor, which is a plus for us.
We're pushing them over to the main source of manpower support, which is

Syria.
Colonel Jack Jacobs (USA, Retired)

MSNBC — June 21
» When asked to make parallels between Vietnam and Iraq:




I think there are parallels. It’s the question of whether or not we can articulate an
objective, which, when we reach it, we can say, we've actually won. I think we
have not done that to a great effect yet. [ mean, we've articulated what the
objective is in Iraq. But I don't think that we really genuinely believe we're going
to reach 1t 1n any reasonable amount of time before we have to say we're going to
go home.

Medal of Honor recipient Colonel Jack Jacobs describes talking with soldiers in
Iraq — NBC Nightly News, June 21
» Talking about morale of the troops:
When I was in Vietnam, if you asked anybody what he wanted more than
anything else in the world, he'd say to go home. And we asked hundreds and
hundreds of soldiers, low-ranking soldiers, in both Afghanistan and Iraq, we
asked them the same question. And the response, to a man and a woman was, "To
kill bad guys.' I mean that was startling to me. The morale is just over the top, just
really, really enthused about what they're doing. And I think the reason is they
perceive that they're making progress. Success will do a lot to morale.

Our capability to get information inside the Sunni Triangle, among the bad guys,
1s--while not poor, is not much better than poor. It is improving, but I think we
need more rapid improvement in our capability to get information which is of a
high quality from a reputable source to turn into finished intelligence.

- 1 would characterize my view of the overall strategic situation inside Iraq as
guardedly optimistic. The major independent variables here are the determination
of the Sunni clergy to get on the bandwagon, because they were going to be left
out. And the tactical success we've had at--at knocking off bad guys, which makes
therr capability to--to coalesce into a coherent force, I think their capability is
very, very low at the moment and probably getting worse. It doesn't mean that
there aren't going to be some startling attacks, costly attacks, dangerous attacks.
But I think the prognosis for the bad guys is poor at the moment.

MSNBC - June 20 _
» When asked about whether Gitmo still effectively serves it original purpose:

I think so. The reason they're there is because it's not U.S. territory, and therefore,
the U.S. has the ability to say that the normal rules that applied to American
citizens who were detained do not apply at Guantanamo Bay because it's properly
Cuba, it's not the U.S. The president made another point that people often forget,
and 1t's the linchpin of the decision to keep these people without trial and to try to
extract as much information as possible for as long as they can, and that is, that
these people were not wearing uniforms when they were captured. And as far as
the Geneva Convention is concerned, it requires the protections of the Geneva
Convention that the combatant has to be in a uniform. If you combine those two
things, that's why the administration thinks that Guantanamo Bay still service its

purpose.



Colonel Glenn Lackey (USA, Retired)

» No coverage found

Lieutenant Colonel Robert L. Maginnis (USA, Retired)

Commentary and News Briefs — Agape Press, June 16
> Refuting Amnesty International and others’ claims comparing Guantanamo to

a “gulag”:

"They (Amnesty International) clearly don't understand the holocaust or the
gulags," Maginnis states. "I've certainly been to some of the former concentration
camps (and in comparison), Guantanamo Bay is a very open facility." In addition,
Maginnis says the terrorist prisoners at “Gitmo” are often treated better than the
American soldiers who are guarding them. “We provide three Muslim-Islamic
traditional meals each day; they have a call for prayer five times a day; they're
given prayer rugs,” he says. “(And) they're given the best medical attention -~
certainly as good or better than any military member in the U.S military receives.”
Maginnis says millions of dollars are now being spent to build an air-conditioned
facility for the detainees. '

Fox News: Hannity and Colmes — Hannity and Colmes, May 23

>

When asked about the pictures of Saddam Hussein’s mass graves:
I've been to one of those mass graves in Hilla, Iraq. And I can tell you about the

‘pictures, and, you know, the hand shackles, and the holes in the head from

gunshots.

You know, but Saddam Hussein -- the pictures shouldn't have been released. It's a
DOD policy. We have an investigation underway. In fact, we've conducted 10
major investigations over the last couple of years. We have incarcerated 130
soldiers. We've had 360 investigations in other areas, as well.

You know, we had some problems. We're fixing those problems, with Abu
Ghraib. It's unfortunate that "Newsweek" spun an article that really was
misinterpreted. .. _

And the reality, Alan, is that Karzai said in the White House today, that, you
know, the riots in Afghanistan had nothing to do with the "Newsweek" Koran
article. They had everything to do with the politics of Afghanistan.

General Montgomery Meigs (USA, Retired)

>

Major General Donald W. Shepperd (USAF, Retired)

>

Mr. Wavyne Simmons (CIA, Retired)

;;



Major General Donald W. Shepperd (USAF, Retired) .
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MILITARY ANALYST TRIP TO GUANTAN AMO
(June 27, 2005)

The military analysts who discussed Guantanamo before and after their trip included:

» Lieutenant Colonel Gordon Cucullu —

O [FrontPage Magazine, 6/3: Amnesty’s allegatlons of a “gulag” are
“loathsome” and “offensive”

o FrontPage Magazine, 6/27: Gitmo abuse consists of “the relentless,
merciless attacks on American servicemen and women by these terrorist
thugs.”

» Major Dana R. Dillon

O Scripps News Service, 6/23: Comparing Guantanamo to the Cambodian
kilhing fields is “grossly exaggerated” and contributes to lowered morale at
home and for the troops overseas.

» Colonel Jack Jacobs —

o MOSNBC, 6/20: The administration thinks that Guantanamo Bay still serves

1ts purpose.
> Lieutenant Colonel Robert L. Maginnis — -

o Agape Press, 6/16: Amnesty “doesn't understand the holocaust or the
gulags...” Detainees are “often treated better than the American soldiers
who are guarding them...” In addition, “millions of dollars” are now being
spent on an air-conditioned facility.

» General Montgomery Meigs -

o MSNBC, 6/23: “We started the game and you can't walk out at the end of

third period and declare victory."
» Major General Donald Shepperd -

o CNN, 6/23: "We would be crazy to close Gimo," because where else

~ would detainees go? But he wants to see for himself “what the icgal
processes are being followed there.”

o CNN, 6/13: Gitmo was a mistake and is now a “symbol,” much like Abu

_ Ghraib. It’s a “failure of policy” and the world deserves “an explanatlon K

» Mr. Wayne Simmons — _

o Fox News, 6/6: The Pentagon has made “horrible decisions about Gitmo,”
including allowing those “terrorists” to have the Koran there. .. The
occurrence of abuses there are rare and “inadvertent.”



Lieutenant Colonel Gordon Cucullu (USA, Retired)

PRINT/ONLINE

What I Saw at Gitmo — June 27
(FrontPage Magazine.com) .
» In a bylined piece about his trip to Gitmo:

Last week, I was privileged to be part of a Department of Defense trip to the Joint
Task Force - Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. I got to see the operations of this
“controversial” facility up-close — something particularly important after Sen.
Richard Durbin’s comparison of its guard to Nazi storm troopers and calls of
leftists to shut the center down. ..
After speaking with soldiers, sailors, and civilians who collectively staff Gitmo, 1
left convinced that abuse definitely exists at the detention facilities, and it
typically fails to receive the press attention it deserves: it’s the relentless,
merciless attacks on American servicemen and women by these terrorist thugs.
Many of the orange jumpsuit-clad detainees fight their captors at every
opportunity, openly bragging of their desire to kill Americans. ..
We dined with the soldiers, toured several of the individual holding camps,
observed interrogations, and inspected cells. We were impressed by the
universally high quality of the cadre and the facilities...
There 1s a good reason these unlawful combatants are being confined. They are
evil and dangerous individuals. Yet these thugs are treated with an amazing
degree of compassion. .. | _
You are right to worry about inhumane treatment taking place at GITMO. But
your concern should be for the dedicated, well-trained, highly professional
American men and women who are subjected to a daily barrage of feces, urine,
semen, and spit hurled at them along with vile invective as they implement a
humane, enlightened system of confinement on men who want nothing more than
to kill Americans. These quiet professional Americans, who live under the motto
“Honor Bound for Defense of Freedom,” deserve our utmost respect and concern.
Shame on anyone who slanders or disrespects them for short-term and short-
sighted political advantage.

Without Amnesty — FrontPage Magazine, June 3
» 1In a bylined piece about Amnesty International’s allegations of a gulag at
Guantanamo: ' ' .
...Make no mistake, Amnesty’s accusations are the most loathsome and
despicable imaginable. Especially offensive is Amnesty’s calling the terrorist
prison in Guantanamo an American ‘gulag. ..’ '



As the Wall Street Journal notes, compared to the Soviet gulag in which millions
died, "this is just one more sign of the moral degradation of Amnesty
International." It is worse than lack of principle or judgment to use a hi ghly
charged word like ‘gulag’ recklessly; a word with such a terrible connotation. It is
an intentional distortion of fact. ..

To 1gnore completely as Amnesty has done the hapless situation in North Korea
In a real gulag and of escaped refugees who are forcibly repatriated back to North
Korea from China to certain imprisonment or execution, is reprehensible and
inexcusable. This immoral stance is exacerbated by the crocodile tears the
organization sheds over detained terrorists bent on mass killing of innocent held
1n a detention center. - - _

The Journal summed it perfectly: ‘A "human rights" group that can’t distinguish
between...death camps and detention centers for terrorists who kill civilians can’t
be taken that seriously." ' '

BROADCAST TV

Fox News (Fox and Friends First)

6/27/2005 6:23:12 AM

Newscaster: Because he's just back from Guantanamo bay. He spent a ot of time in the
mulitary. Former Green Beret, Colonel, thank you for joining us. What did you see when
you got over to Gitmo? Cucullu: Good morning, Brian. I saw an impressive situation
there. We’re talking about a very smooth-working, operating procedure that may have

- had problems in the beginning but is now up and runming. The facility is quite adequate
for what the mission is. And the troops were extraordinarily impressive from top to
bottom. I had an opportunity to dine with them, to work with them, and it really was
amazing. Brian: First off, do the troops realize the amount of pressure and focus is on
gitmo? Cucullu: Oh, it's unbelievable. They get -- you know, they get Fox News down
there. They get emails; they talk to their friends and relatives here in the states. And
they're quite aware, not only of the overall situation, but they're extremely aware when
you hear off the wall comments by people like Senators Kennedy and Durbin, that attack
them personally, and the great thing is that rather than hurt their morale, what this really
does 1s it raises the bar for them. They say we're going to be even better than we were
before, just to prove to these guys how professional we are. Brian: In terms of what you
observed first-hand, what do you know now that you didn't know before you walked on
to the 1sland? Cucullu: Well, quite a few things, Brian. The first thing I know for sure is
that there's no torture going on down there. And that these people are being kept in a way
that's very humane, probably more so than even your average maximum security prison
in the United States. The other thing is that surprised me is the fact that we're still getting
what we would call actionable, usable intelligence information interro gations with these
guys, and that I hadn't expected, and so I was very pleased to see that, because what it
shows 1s that the process is working and that there really is a reason, other than the fact
that these are very evil terrible people, who keep this system working. Brian: The FBI
report that says they used dogs chained to the floor, forced to go to the bathroom on
themselves, everything like that, do you understand that that is proven true, but that was



the old system or is that considered a false report? Cucullu: I don't know what
happened 1n the past, and it's tough for me to evaluate that particular report, although it
sounds a bit hyperbolic to me. We went through several of the camps, we actually
watched several ongoing interrogations and we had a cans to talk to the troops on a one-
on-one basis over a meal, which was a detainee's meal, it proved to me that there's .
absolutely nothing like that going on now. In fact, many of us were a bit shocked at the
lemency that the command is showing toward the prisoners, the detainees, because in
many cases the real abuse going on down there that we don't hear about is that every day
when these guards, our young men and women go into the blocks, they're assaulted by
the detainees throw feces, urine, semen, spit. They’re vilified, threatened: their families
are threatened with death. If they go into the cell with these guys, they're personally
attacked. They try to scratch their eyes out, pull their mouths and stuff, and break their
hands. It’s very dangerous, and these kids are very brave and professional for putting up
with it and not reacting in a way that maybe you and I would 1f we put up with the same
threat. Brian: When you talk about interrogations, you say relationships are being built.
Why? Cucullu: Because they feel that you get -- it's like the old -- the old saying, you
get more flies with honey than you do with vinegar. These people are working with them
over a long period of time, the interrogators are establishing a relationship with the
prisoners, and what they're finding is that in many cases, it's an ego thing, Brian. These
detainees are proud of what they did, they're proud of the fact that they have tried to kill
- Americans, and Westerners and will do so in the future. They brag about 1t. They openly
boast about it. And they -- we're finding out things about financing, about Al Qaeda
organizations and training, about operations that took place in the past and may happen 1n
the future, so this is all -- is essential for the security of the United States that we continue
the interrogation process down there. Brian: Last question, there's no way to ever show
you 1f there was something to hide in Gitmo, the average person watching at home says
never show you what was wrong at Gitmo. What makes you think that you got the real
story? Cucullu: Because we saw hundreds of people, we saw almost every cell and
confinement facility down there. It’s simply impossible, Brian, to have a conspiracy on
that level and that magnitude. There were 10 of us along; we were speaking to the troops
over a meal. If somebody had a complaint or a problem, they would have indicated 1t had
to one of us and we would have been able to share that. This business about these vast
conspiracies is really overstated. Plus we do what we're looking for. You know, we're not
rookies at this, and we've inspected military units before. You can tell the pride, the
honesty, and the pride that comes from these troops. Brian: Thanks again for joining us.
Cucullu: Great to be on with you. Brian: In and out of Cuba, not an easy thing to do.

Major Dana R. Dillon (USA, Retired)
PRINT/ONLINE

As criticism of war builds, Kennedyv calls
Service, June 23 '
» Concerning recent “gulag” claims at Guantanamo and the situation in Iraq:

for Rumsfeld to resign — Scripps News




“Comparing Guantanamo Bay to the killing fields in Cambodia, I think that kind
of language is grossly exaggerated and doesn't help,” he said. “Eventually, if they
destroy the morale at home, they destroy the morale of the soldiers in the field.”
But Dillon says the administration also brought some of the criticism on itself
‘through its public relations approach up until now.

“There seems to be a tendency to say, ‘We see the light at the end of the tunnel,’
when 1n fact the light is a long, long ways off,” he said. I think it would help if
the administration went back to what it did in the beginning and talk about the
long war, that it 1s painful.” '

Colonel Tim J. Eads (USA, Retired)

Command Sergeant Major Steven Greer (USA, Retired)

BROADCAST TV
Fox News - Fox and Friends Sunday

Newscaster: There has been a dot of debate about conditions at Gitmo. Our next guest
said 1t 1s not the detainees who are getting abused but the prison guard. If Washington to
explain 1s command sergeant Steve Greer. He went to the facility and he was there for
Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld. Sergeant, I saw you yesterday on shows and one of
the interesting things the points you made was you ate the food the detainees eat and it is
better than foods that the actual guards eat. It even costs more. Greer: Yes. That's
absolutely right. It is amazing the amount of steps that we have taken and put 1n place to
ensure there 1s a consistently humane treatment for all detainees. Some 520 currently
inside Gitmo. They've been there awhile. Newscaster: You said the people being treated
harshly are the guards themselves. What you are also saying, Sergeant is that these
prisoners have not been broken in any way. Greer: Well, what I would tell you is that the
interrogation strategy down there is based on rapport building because that works. You
don't torture detainees to gain information - it's critical information to fight the war on
terror. What they have done is designed a rapport building based on certain activities. If -
you are not compliant you get less incentives. I watched a Libyan being interrogated - he
was eating Hostess donuts and reading a magazine from the coast of Libya. Another
interrogation I watched (included) the detainee watching Martha Stewart Living and
drinking Seattle's Best Coffee. These are incentives give to detainees if they are
compliant if they continue to provide information to their interro gators. Newscaster: we
have had e-mails and discussed this as a talking point early in the show. We have had
people e-mail 1n to say this is nothing but a do g and pony show and of course conditions
will be good and respectful because you guys will be brought down there and everybody
knows it. What do you say to that? Greer: That's nonsense. That B roll footage you ran
there - that's camp x-ray - that thing has been gone for two years. There have been
millions of dollars of construction and operation costs put mnto the camps at Camp Delta.
Here's the deal. The International Red Cross has 24/7 access to detainees and they have
met with every single detainee. Not to mention, anybody who thinks that there is



something going on other than humane treatment there never served a day 1n the military
because the soldiers and sailors I know would never put up with it. They wouldn't allow
this to go on.... '
Newscaster: Steve, this is what [ want to know. We had interrogations - you witnessed
four of them. My question is, if these interrogations are indeed working, are we further
“along on the intelligence trail? Are we any closer to cracking Al-Qaeda? Are we closer
to getting Osama bin Laden? Greer: I don't know. Yes, they are definitely working. I
spoke to the senior interrogator - a female who has been there two years, she said every
single week they gain credible information that helps us uncover the structure of a
Canadian and associated networks. Not to mention Al-Qaeda's pursuit of WMD, terrorist
techniques and skill sets the way they recruit, recruiting centers and locations as well as
how terrorist organizations used legitimate financial businesses as fronts to fund
terrorism. Newscaster: The interrogations you viewed - what were they like? Greer: it
was really hair-raising to watch the interrogations and to see an Al-Qaeda operative face-
to-face with an American interrogator and interpreter. To see the cat and mouse game
that goes on... There was one individual who was leaning forward in his seat very focused
and attentive, with the detainee watching every word he said, he was there two years and

he was a leader within the camp itself.... Newscaster: thank you for joining us today.
Take care. '

Colonel Jack Jacobs (USA, Retired)

BROADCAST TV

MSNBC
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Newscaster:. ..possible prisoner abuse in Guantanamo Bay, lawmakers from both sides
of the aisle tour the site this weekend. They say conditions are improving for prisoners.
Military escorts took a house delegation through cellblocks, interrogation rooms, and
troops' barracks. Our own military analyst was also given a tour of Guantanamo Bay
earlier this week; retired army Colonel Jack Jacobs joins us with a little more insight.
- First up, before we get to Guantanamo Bay, about that report in the Sunday Times about
U.S. officials meeting with insurgent leaders, tell us a little about what that might mean.
Jacobs: I think we're reaching out to try to find some solution to the problem of
continued violence by this group of people that we call coliectively the insurgency, trying
to meet with these guys and figure out if there's some way that we can ameliorate the
situation. I can't get any confirmation that it actually took place. But I can tell you this --
unless you meet with every one of these guys, including Al-Zarqawi’s mob, you're not
going to get anything. _ _
Newscaster: Well, Secretary Rumsfeld has said it was Iraqis meeting with insurgent
leaders. Was there a difference there? Would they not do it with the U.S. military?
Jacobs: They might do it with the U.S.'s approval, but not with the U.S. or any
combination of those things. And it's possible and plausible that the Iragis themselves
would meet with the insurgency leaders. But if they're going to do it, they've got to get all
of the insurgency leaders together. The thing 1s so fragmented, unless they get them all to
agree 1t's not going to work.



Newscaster: Now to Guantanamo Bay. Tell us about the cells themselves also where the
prisoners are detained. What are they like? -

Jacobs: Well, the older cells, of course, are older. But the new cell blocks, which a new

- cellblock 1s patterned directly after a high security prison in Indiana, and it's the state of

- the art facility. The cells are very, very good indeed. The detainees have the capability to
talk to other detainees and inmates. They can do things like play checkers with them and
S0 on, even In the higher security blocks. It’s a very nice facility, to be honest with you. If
you've got to be in prison, it's not a bad place to be. .
Newscaster: We’re seeing a lot of high-profile visits to Guantanamo Bay 1s 1t part of a
PR ploy? We now recognize that we've been watching pictures from three years ago,
since abandoned. Now Camp Delta, an entirely different location in that facility in
Guantanamo Bay. What’s going on here?

Jacobs: Well, I think the Defense Department has been way behind the eight ball. This
story had been building up over a period of time. You said yourself, the X-ray pictures are
three years old and we've still been showing them. The Defense Department has waited;
instead of getting ahead of the story and saying, why don't you come on down and take a
look at this thing. We’ll show you what it's really like, but has waited until now to do it.
Long overdue. I think that the story -- the story 1s one in which we can get a good view of
- what's actually taking place. There’s nothing necessarily to be ashamed of. The facilities
there are actually quite good. And the story is an interesting and mmportant one that the
Defense Department should have shown us before. They need to learn from this, that 1t
doesn't make any sense to wait, get everybody down there, show them the stuff at the
very beginning, and they would be lots better off,

Newscaster: We spoke to two retired Generals yesterday. Alex just spoke to two
lawmakers who said conditions there, and you yourself saw that conditions there are
better or good. Does that mean, however that, the reputation, the image, has not been too
tarnished, that this camp should in fact stay open?

Jacobs: Well, the reputation is tarnished, period. I don't know if you're going to be able
to improve the reputation in the Islamic world, no matter what you do. At the end of the
day, the intelligence value of Guantanamo is so high, and I’ve seen both unclassified and
classified briefings down there. But I can tell you that the intelligence value is so high
that 1t makes no sense whatsoever to close it down. And we're still getting information
from detainees who have been there for three years.

MSNRC
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Newscaster: Retired army Colonel Jack Jacobs, welcome as always.

Jacobs: Good morning. _ '

Newscaster: A report in the ""Sunday times"" of London, about meetings between U.S.
otficials disputed by Donald Rumsfeld, and Iragi insurgents. Any way you slice that, it's
still problematic because the insurgency is not a coherent group could you tell-us about
that? _ '

Jacobs: I tried to check to see whether or not it was true and so tar, nobody's talking
about 1t. It’s plausible that we will have, that we would have had meetings with these
guys. But one of the points that you mention, that it's difficult, if you can't assemble



everybody who is participating in this very fragmented insurgency, we call it an
insurgency like it's one centrally-organized thing, 1t's not. ..

Newscaster: Let’s go to Guantanamo Bay. The respect or disrespect of Islam. Now we
talked earlier about some of the cells and conditions there. What about Islam itself? Did
you get any sense of how that fair there is?

Jacobs: Sure. Not only what happened before, and people make mistakes and you'll sure
mistakes have been made in the past. The law of large numbers say eventually something
bad may have happened. I can tell you right now that they go really, from my standpoint,
way out of their way to accommodate Islam. Ritually slaughtered meat is flown in from
Florida. The meals that they ate, I can tell you that you can't eat that much food, to be
honest with you. The each, each detainee gets a prayer rug, prayer oil, prayer beads. He’s
got a niche in his cell for his Koran, so that it doesn't inadvertently get desecrated. Every
conceivable horizontal surface you can think of has got an arrow stenciled on it. Any
place that a detainee can be, interrogation room, out in the exercise yard in the cell, to
show which way to turn, which way is Mecca, so he can pray. _

Newscaster: Are these changes? Is this an updating in the system? Because the reports,
remember the log story about how the 20th hijacker was treated three years ago or two
years ago.

Jacobs: That was a long time ago. |

Newscaster: Do you have a sense that this is newly implemented? .

Jacobs: This is the sense, I think some of the changes, the large majority of them have
been evolutionary, the kind of conditions we have there now, were not, were not existing
three years ago. They’ve been changing for the better. And I think one of the reasons
we've done 1t is less because of the international concern about it, but because you get
more information out of these guys if you treat them properly. And they're properly
treated and we're getting lots of information from them. Information we didn't get before.
Newscaster: Better with honey than vinegar.

Jacobs: It works every time.

MSNBC
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Newscaster: Meanwhile, we'll get insight from our own military analyst, also given a
tour of Guantanamo Bay earlier this week. Retired army Colonel Jack Jacobs, welcome
as always.

Jacobs: Good moming again.

Newscaster: Tell us a little bit -- earlier you talked about the cells and the food. Tell us
about specifically about the interrogations you were able to witness. -
Jacobs: We saw a number of interrogations. Some of tairly high profile and extremely
dangerous detainees. And they used different techniques. The whole idea is to get closer
to the detainees, so he can feel comfortable with you and therefore give you the
information you require. You’re not going to get any good information from somebody
you beat up. He’s going to tell you whatever he thinks you want to hear so that you'll
stop. So they've been working hard over the last few years to gain the trust of these
detainees. Some of them are very, very high-level and hard-core people. And i1t works, it
works. I saw one, one detainee, whenever there's a session, he won't talk unless he gets
his stuff. What’s his stuff? A Twix candy bar, you can't make this up. A cup of Seattle’s



best coffee and the latest edition of "" Martha Stewart Living."" and then he'll start
talking.

Newscaster: And is that because Martha Stewart. . ..

Jacobs: I have no idea. Are you establishing real trust with these people, 1f you have an
mterrogator and analyst, who over time, develops trust with the detainees.

Newscaster: Is that a change in a tactics? We had heard before the complaints of the FBI
agents who were sent to various locations who witnessed mulitary interrogations or
perhaps those by the contractors or reservists in Iraq. Who at one point were doing some
of them? Is that a change in tactics?

Jacobs: I think in some areas it's a change. In many areas, it's not. Because the American
military people recognize that if you, if you establish trust you're going to get the
information you require ultimately. But I think overall it's a reco gnition that 1t's going to
take time and you have to establish a working relationship with the detainee. There’s one
interrogator I saw, who is a very motherly type. And this 1s the interrogator who finely
got this one detainee to spill everything because he felt some sort of close relationship
with this woman, who overtime developed a personal intellectual relationship with him.
Newscaster: Did you see what you expected to see when you took this tour?

Jacobs: No. I’'m something of a skeptic. And a doubter. I've always been, I was very
surprised to see what I saw. I expected the facilities to be very rustic. They are not, they
are 1n very good shape and they are in new high-tech containment cells. I did not expect

civilians to be interrogating the prisoners. I didn’t expect to see the little contact with
military people and detainees.

MSNBC - June 20

» When asked about whether Gitmo still effectively serves it original purpose:
[ think so. The reason they're there is because it's not U.S. terntory, and therefore,
the U.S. has the ability to say that the normal rules that applied to American
citizens who were detained do not apply at Guantanamo Bay because 1t's properly
Cuba, 1t's not the U.S. The president made another point that people often forget,
and 1t's the linchpin of the decision to keep these people without trial and to try to
extract as much mformation as possible for as long as they can, and that is, that
these people were not wearing uniforms when they were captured. And as far as
the Geneva Convention is concerned, it requires the protections of the Geneva
Convention that the combatant has to be in a uniform. If you combine those two
things, that's why the administration thinks that Guantanamo Bay still service its
purpose.

Colonel Glenn Lackey (USA, Retired)

» No coverage found

Lieutenant Colonel Robert L.. Maginnis (USA, Retired)
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Commentarv and News Briefs — Agape Press, June 16

> Refuting Amnesty International and others’ claims comparing Guantanamo to
a “culag”: '
"They (Amnesty International) clearly don't understand the holocaust or the

- gulags," Maginnis states. "I've certainly been to some of the former concentration

camps (and in comparison), Guantanamo Bay is a very open facility." In addition,
Maginnis says the terrorist prisoners at “Gitmo” are often treated better than the
American soldiers who are guarding them. “We provide three Muslim-Islamic
traditional meals each day; they have a call for prayer five times a day; they're
given prayer rugs,” he says. “(And) they're given the best medical attention --
certainly as good or better than any military member in the U.S military receives.”
Maginnis says millions of dollars are now being spent to build an air-conditioned
facility for the detainees. '

General Montgomery Meigs (USA, Retired)

(General Montgomery Meigs
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Newscaster: Earlier this week a team of human rights experts at the United Nations
accused the U.S. of unfair treatment of detainees at Guantanamo Bay. And joining us this
morning from Washington, D.C., two NBC news analysts, both former generals, Barry
McCaffrey who's returned from a trip to Iraq and Montgomery Meigs, who recently
returned from, I believe, just yesterday, a visit to Guantanamo Bay. Good morning to

- both of you... _ _

Newscaster: General Meigs, let me turn to you and Guantanamo Bay. You were just
there at the invitation of the U.S. military. Give us your general impressions. Meigs:
Well, we<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>