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INJ'OMEMO
October 2, 2007

FOR: William 1. Carr, DUSD (MPP)

FROM: Sheila M. Earle, Prin<:ipal Dir<ctor{MPP)

SUBJECT: Medal ofHonor (MOH) Recommendation fnr Then-Cbief Master Sergeant
Richard L. Etchberger, United Stat.. Air Force

• The Secretary of the Air Force (AF) forwarded a recommendation package (located on left
side offolder) 10 upgrade CMSgt Etchbergers posthumo", AF Cross to the MOH based on a
request from Repr....tative Pomeroy (Tab A).

• The recommendation must show that CMSgt Etchbergcr meets the MOH criteria (Tab B) of
coospicuo", "gallantly and intrepidity at the risk ofhis life above and beyond the call of
duty," There are several inconsistencies noted at Tab C that require clarification prior tb
forwarding ¢e recommendation to the USD (p&R) for review.

• DoD 1348.33-M, Manual ofMilitary Decorations and AwardJ, Paragraph C2.2.1. requires
endorsement by the CISC (Tab D). CICS coordination at Tab E was signed by General
lames E. Cartwright, Vice Chairman of the lCS. AI' should staffpackage through CICS to
obtain required CICS endo""",ent

• Thi" MOH recommaodation is governed by Title 10, §1I30 (Tab F), andrequir.. a
CongressioaaJ time waiver since statutory MOH submission and award timelines have passed
(Tab 0). AFILL should request the requlred time waiver.

• The original AF Cross staffpackage and sUPpOrting documentation was not included in the
MOH recommendation. Inclusion oftbc original package will provide additional historical
context and may include written details that clarify cum::nt inconsistencies_

RECOMMENDATION: Option C

==:7. Option A: Return to Secretary of the AF· via official PDUSD (P&R) Memorandum
identifying MOH recommendation inconsistencies.

___ Option B: StaffMOH recommendation through OOC 10 PDUSD (P&R) for review.

___ Option C: Work at DUSD (MPP) and ASAI' (MR) level to address inconsistencies.

COORDINATION: None

Attachments: ~
As stated ~

Prepared by: 1li(b;jj)(05f)-~----I,ODUSD(MPPJ/OEPM, (')(0)
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MY>< Gala>!l1uId IlomdJ
1160 Air I'crce punp
W'OJin&fm. DC 2Q33O.1l6O

Dear Gala>! DInlclI:

T1lIa leila' is i.o _-up III _comopcade_l_ued10 dle Air Fer.. on bdlIlf
olmy _ CoryEICIll>erFrol~,N_ ilotoIa"" behalfofhio lMher Cbiof
_ sc....._ illdaberpr(_IIOd), forwboml_~ .,."jew ofmilltay_ in_Ill""""'......_ ol.Qloatt....wModalol_.

lo_2005.I....md COil_I..,._illo MrFcrc:o .... lndW.......-S fa·
....'~A!l1Acree '.brtn.m. iDdhI«bJ: JD eMS&,- EachbcrJer'1 c:bIb 01CUT"D"'" • dle
tImoofillo__ iIIot..........s.1.Ima SllaSS __bu _bowJoclF ofillo ... or
~. lam bcmy '"""rid!". c:a:ii:lla.6cxo 1UWl JtCdwd from Ada indiridIWI
lbIt 'IIIi&a 10*e dlcDiiQlltCCI tab of tlIe Idalltbinemea1a ofadSlt. 'E:scbbe:racr ad 01
tilel1~t Ao i'kD to awud eMS pa. t.b:rpa aD AUFoIu Crosa.

1) Nne-hod_-US A1rFcllal ""-I RuIIiJo Oray(""-). CoImd Cby.. 1IIc:
facoti1o 011I= for dle Mr FcIIal Vice Cbiofof SlaIf, Get>cnllcIlIl D.1tym, .,1IIc:
lime dlbe...•"iI!'ww'''¢:iQa far tbe."...,......... award dtbe AJz Proce Qou 10
CMSat-I!ldoIlaF. CoImd Oray ....ilIlhia Idler thao bcdl be ucl Oenm! il,..
__~oI.......uiqIha~ModaIol_IOCMS...
I'JdII.aF. 8owc'Ya'. Gl'ky jgdL:!"'" tbUtbe. cIe&enDlDiq r.cllJl'fCll' awAietiD& die Ail
Fcrc:oa-_ ......1IIc:_ot__... bemadewi__a1
pablil:lV•.I ,"",-1baI_ ..be.- cIoc .. olio oiIo olthe_...s iIIo dolaW
IWjEMAinliL .

2) UlIcr_Us AIr Fcrc:o CoImd GcraIdaa,.... (....j. Q>!anoJ c.,....w. 1IIc
,,""-wIer for Ibi opcnoIoa for_ 0IS1l- "'__ iI boiaa llOlIli.a!r.cI for
IIllI ea......... Modal ofH-z. ,........wy allcrlbe acIIoa. C1a)'lOa

lo1aniowocI all 01 _ aod dDo IllI!1eir Ill_Y,IO':C""'_ 10hiJ
ooporiar _ CWS&\. Eldi1itrFbe...,._lor ,be C""II'"";-' Modal of_.

3) J.alao _ US AIr Pocao Id>a DaoUd (m.). iolla Daaid .... aD 0)'0- "'Ibo
nptDiiM for whicb CMSJl.1iIdJba'p':r is bcitl. nomi-w ftJrtbe COJJcrca.ianAI
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1) ,,'...... _ fIoID US Air1'cI:<o""""""q Il1o _lor 011
2) LolIer _ US AIr _ Coklad _ <hy Cl!=L).
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01/02/2006

TITLB 10 ARMED FORCES

Subtitle D - Air Force

PART II - PERSONNEL.

CJlAP'I'ER 851 - DBCORATIONS AND AW~S

-IIEAD-
.:,... ~..

,
..

See. 8741. Medal of honor: award

-STATUTE-

The President may award, and present in the name of Congress, a

medal of' honor of appropriate design, with ribbons and

appurtenances, to a person who. while & meClber ot the Air Force,

•distinguishes hillself conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity at

the risk ot his lite above and beyond. the call of duty

(1) While engaged in an action against an enemy of the united

States;

(2) while engaged in military operation. involving conflict

with an opposing foreign torce; or

(3) while serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an

armed conflict against an opposing arMed force in which the

United States 18 not a belligerent party.

-SOORCE- ...
(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 540, Pub. L. 88-7', Sec_ 3(1),

July 25, 1963, " Stat. 94.)

-HIsel-
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Inconsistencies noted with recommendatiOn package relating to whether CMSgt
Etchberger's actions meet MOR award erneria:

o Original AF Cross citation, Tab I, states that during the flrefight CMSgt Etchberger
"continued to direct air strikes and call for air rescue on his emergency radio. thereby
enabling the air evacuation force to locate the surrounded friendly element"

• Statement by Col (Ret) Gerald H. Clayton, wbo interviewed the three lone
survivors, does not corroborate that CMSgt Etehberger directed air strikes or
called for air rescue. (Tab 2)

• Statement by John G. Danie~ USAF (Ret), states, "I had the only redio that wnrked
and was talking to the aircraft (''SANDY'' Flight A-IE's) if! recall correctly." His
statement does state that he and CMSgt Etchberger decided jointly to have the
aircraft d'?Jl their ordnance and strafe with their guns. (Tab 3)

• Statement provided by Maj (Ret) Stan.Sliz', does not corroborate that CMSgt
Etehberger directed the airslrikes or called for air rescue. The copy ofhis story
states that he, not CMSgt Etehberger, contacted a C-130 f1areship and dire1:ted the
A-I aircraft to drop their ordinance and make strafing tuns. (Tab 4)

" Original Air Force Cross citation, Tab I, states that during the evacuation
CMSgt Etehberger "deliberately exposed himself to enemy fore ("fore" is a typo and
could be "fire" or "force") in order to place his three surviving wounded comredes in
the rescue slings permitting them to be airlitled to safety."

• Statement by Col (Ret) Gerald H. Clayton, who interviewed the three lone
survivors, makes no mention of CMSgt Etehberger deliberately exposing himself

.to enemy file in order to rescue his three surviving wounded comrades. (Tab 2)

• Statement by John G. Daniel, USAF (Ret), makes nn mention ofCMSgt
Etehberger deliberately exposing himselfto enemy fire in order to load the three
survivors in the helicopter rescue sling. He only states that "as were lifting off
there was a shori burst ofsmall arme fire that hit the bottom ofthe chopper." (Tab
3)

• Statement provided by Maj (Ret) Stan Sliz', makes no mention ofCMSgt
Etehberger exposing himself to enemy fire in order to rescue the others. The copy
of his story provided stares that alter the A-is dropped their cluster bomb units that
things went quiet There is no mention ofCMSgt Etchberger taking enemy fire
while he loaded members into the evacuation s1ings. He does state in his story
(Tab 4);

. .! I .
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"I remember laying on the floor, stariog at the tiny particles of metal, as they
were getting everyone else up into the chopper, when they opened fIre at us. I
saw this little hole in the floor beside my face and thought, "Hey, that hole
wasn't there a second ago-and what's that red spot?-My god!-rve been hit
again'" Then 1 looked up at Etch as he was falling out of the canvas seat above
me."

o Original ~commendation for DecOration" was for aD Air Force Cross, not for a
Medal ofHonor that was downgraded to the Air Force Cross. (Tab 5) j<>XSJ I

b)(5)

------- ---
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CITATION TO ACCOMPANY TIlE AWARD OF

TIlE AIR FORCE CROSS
(POS1HUMOUS)

TO

-RICHARD L. ETCHBERGER

no pmidelt oflho UW,"" S..... ofAmerico, aadlorizod by ,;de 10, _ 8742, United S.....
Code, _ !be Air F_ CtOll .. Cllief M'*t Setgec>l Riclw'd L. Elchberpr for
exIrIOnIinaiy heroism In lhe military operatiON "':0" .. opposing armod r.... on 11 Mat<:h
1961•. 011 this date. Sergeant Btcbbcrger wu mum1ng a defeDJ!vo position when the base wu
ovcmm by In eoemy ll'oUDd fOJU. The enemy wu abIo to deliver austIiIle4 IIl'ld witbering fll'Cl
dircctl:y upoo this poIition .&om biah« around. His entire cteW dead or wounded,
SerpaD1 £tdJbcrpr continued tCl"fotum. the CUfn)/'. (ItO thus deoyina them. acceu to his
poIoitioo. Durina the entire period, SerJeant EtcblJu&er continued to etitt:et air strikes and can for
air rcsc:ue on bis emeracncY radio, thereby mabliDS me air l'VICUItion ferce to l~ the
'''''.1''_ .I.....t Whe. Ii< '....... lIrived Sorpnt Etd!he>pt dolihenloly "'l"*d
himself tel co ord.. to ptac::o bilUuw IUlVivina~ed comradOl in 1Ile telCUO slicp
pennittiDa ttIcm to "rllfttd 10 safety. Aa SerJeant E~bbct&er wu finally being rescued, be
wu fatally wounded enemy around ftrC. His flOrCC defense which culminated the supreme
sacrifice of his J~ sa not only the Ji~es ofhiJ three comrad. but provided for tho sucecaful
CV8CuadonOf~' ia& l'UVivon of tho buo. TbrouJb his .~inll)' heroism, superb
leadenbip, IIId ....... Sorge... _berpr m1od<d tho higheot end••poe hi"""lf ond
the U.citcd Stales Air on:.e. .

. ~~~c.
on-

fir<--

-,

- ,



01/27/100' lJ:~1 rAJ 201 1%1 Olt, liP. I&I'L POIIBROt

_17.~

,-------,"'..._-,

(b)(6)

To WholIlIt Mat Conc<m' .

1_1110 .............ordle"'-'~llI_CbidIltchl>apr_~
IIIboaabI_DOl-, It1Ilo·...dIlrllIcdle-r._I-.- &110(11)0
--.dIo t>IIowiDI d&y. 1boIr tOIlimaD,y lod ... to _ ••",.aellOmy oupcrloe_1Ioot stt ....""I«bo ...·....OlIlbr Il000_ ofdleld<dal olm.-. w_
; · stt,.....,.,... _ dle_ olllio 0101.1.... _lIllIloIo_-..bon
ofllio .

Whoa dIo__waulllio ....... b-lbltbc7 ""'""clildo1y _
.._ doWllla1O 11'*IlidiDaplocc~_ otdle...,.,ad1KiouIIY........su.,his_id...._1IllI_.....-. Beia&1Ilo oaiy_ab/o 10__ fbo _lea
_ SIt ....,...... _1la__dil' wIIiJollio we·........_ puaocl
uwmmitim tohim.

Hahalclalf1bo_710111i1_!lc~";_ At1lllltimohe!lclpoclllil
.......,__la1O'dIol6D&ao1lllltbe7mIiblbo_ialo .... beIicopter
_lbo_atdledi1r_tbc7_1n;Ipocl. AkIlio ......IIllI_aarvi_
-o.aoliIy SatE- w ..... lIooIl7 pialbo" aacl__ AI ....
he!iMpW)IllIlod , flum dIo dill'1IllI_aoIdla: 1JlA7td...._ at....
boIiocpor_AX47lla. o..a atdloJlliIoda~ sttlltchl>aproaclllo Wocl .. _ ia

.dle boIIcapoo<.

Whoa1__SIl-,,'.boclylalbo_oalllo_ "lD7HQ helli1lbocl
.)IOiroiwilo _10 b1a....-. T!lc_ot to oIiplllo
acli''''_to1lloll>ooJ''pIocecl ...ilI11locon*>''''.~ se.otb>adle _
_ dIo"'",i'o.--W-.,.alI'" OII"lpaontoacl-' It__to
mollllfiiP ............... - __10 bolhe__ to FI" 1(i(bij{)(55»)---.,

~ I. _

·,•.
I"
,,
· 1,·.
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(bX6)

JOHN G. DANIEL"""""- _L'- - I
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCEliN ; ,

IT HAS BElIN ALONG '!1MIl SIN",! Tll!ll HAPnmD Bur I WIlL RECALL
WHAT HAPPIlNI!D TO nIB BEST6FMY Ml!MOIUES AND HOPIl THATIT
I!EU'S.

ON MARCH 10,1961 WE HAD~ IUJNi.mlo MlSSIONS ALL ~AYLONO AND
HAD 00TI1!N A IlREAlt AND DEejIDED TO COOK DINNl!It

AS WE WEJUl OBT!1NO RllADY TO, COOKDJNNIlR BILL!lI.ANTON CAMIl
AND CALUID BVERYONEilAcx UP TO nm RADAR VAN PROM nm ,
COOKINO AlUlA AND WAS BItEIFIIIO US ONnm surus OPUS AND OUll
MISSION.

HE SAID THAT WE WIiRB IN DIRlI DANGEiCAND PllIUIAPS WE COUIJ) STUL
GET SOIoO'-CIl0PPERS IN THATBVI!NlNG ANDEVACUA'I1l OR WE COULD
00 AHIlADAND DROP BOMBS AND GET our AT FlRST UGHT.

WE AU. DECIDED TO STAY AND CONTlNUll OUIlMlSSlON.

AT 1llllI tIMETIIIlRI! WAS'FDUNO OF SOMB HEAVY WEAPONS AND TIll!
COOIlNO AlUlA TOOK AT LBAST ONEDIIUlCI" HIT.

IT WAS D£CIXlI!D THAT BLANTON AND HIS CIlEW WOULD STAY AND MAN
nIB IlQUIPMENrANDnlAT 0Ull CIlEWWBlCIl CONSIS11!OOF STAN,
MONK, OISH, DICK AND MYSELF WOUIJ) 00 TO nm BUNXER.

WEDI:ODI!D THAT 1NS11!AD OF nm BUNICiiRAS IT WAS a.osB TO TIll!
COOKING AlUlA AND SLllI!PING AlUlA WE WOUID 00 OVBR'1HI! SIDB OF
nm WOUN'l'AIN WIlI!IlI! WEHAD l!XPLORI!D BEFORB AS TIIIlRI! WAS oooD
COVER 'IHIlI<I!. WE lU!MAINIlDnII!llII AND SOMJmMIlDtlJlNO1HI! NIGHT
TIIIlRI! WAS lDTS Of SMALL ARMS fIIU! AND GRlIllNADES.

AIlOUI"THATTlMBWESTARTEDCOMINGUNDBR FlRE AND OIllH WAS HIT
FIRlIT. IBIlUBVBTHATMONICAND STANWERB HIT AND MONIC'S WAS
FATAL. 1lIIlN1 WAS HITIN BOmIEOSAND OlSHWAS HIT AOAIN AND
THIll ONE WAS FATAL.

DIlIUNO THIll TIMB ONLY DICK AND MYSELF WI!JlE AmJ! TO DEFl!N1>
OUItSELFS AND TIll! 0TII5Rll WHICH AT 1llllI 'I1Mll ONLY STAN BEING
AUVIl.

, .l~ ~ " ,
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DICK NllVEIl ClOT HIT DURING nus TIME AND WAS DIRECTING M!! ON
WHAT WAS TAXlNG PUCE AND WHAT TO DO.

I HAD TIll! om.YRADI) THAT WORlCED AND WAS TALDNT TO TIll!
AIllCaAYI' ("SANDY" nJCJHI' A-IE'S) IF 1J£CALL COlUlllCTl.Y.

DJCK AND IDl!CIDBD THAT WE NEEDED 11lIlMTO DROP 1HEnl. ORDANCB
ONTOP OF TIll! HIIL (lB-IS) AS 1llEIUl WAS NO BVlDENCl! OFUl'l! TIlEJU!
EXCEPT OF TIll! ONES SllOOI1NO ATUs.

11IIlY XllEP DROPPlNQAU. OF 11lEIRORDANCB AND S1ltAFlNO Wl1H
11llllll OUNS AND AS l1lEY WJlNl'DR.Y CIIHI!ll AlllClW'T lalEP llI!PLACINO
1lIl!M.

AUIO 1llEIUl WEllE !!OM!!FLAlll! SHIPS IN TIll! AREADROPPING FLAlll!S
FORlJS.

AB0ll1'DAYUCIIlT AN Alll AMllRl~Cl1OPPE1l.CAME IN AND WAS ABU! TO
. DROP ALlPT DOWN AND DICit WAS~ TO OET STAN AND ldll LOADIID
INTO TIll!Cl1OPPER. .

AT nus TIME ONE CIIHI!ll ONE PI!IlSON WHoM WE 00lN'"1' ItNOW WAS
AUVIl cildll DOWN TO WH1lRll DICK WAS STILL ON TIll! .GROUND AND
ClOT LOADED INTO TIll! CHqPPl!R.

THEN DICK WAS ABU! TO OErLOADED INTO TIll! CHOPPER.
, .. '.

AS WIlRE'LlFIING OFF TI1ERIl WAS A~TBURST OF SMAIL ARMl! FIRE
'I1IATHrl'TIll! IlOlTOM OF TIll! Cl1OPPal...

1WAS TOIDLATER.11lAT ONE ROUND HIT DICKAND lIE BLBD TO DBAl1i
IlEI'ORIl TIll! ClIOPPERHIT TIll! NI!XJ' LS TO nv.NSPER. US TO AN
I!VA~ fLIlllIT llAClC TO KalAT AlllllASll.

nus 1IlIlLIVl! IS AN ACCURA'Ill DllSC1IlPl1ON OF WEAT HAPPENED TO US
ON TIll!NIOIlT OF 10MAllACH AND TIlEMORNlNOOF llldARCH 1961.

" .• , •. ;~" '~i •

IF 1CAN IlIl OF ANY FVI1IBR.ASSlSTANCB PLEASE FllllL TO CONTACTME.

_· .. ·;A~-:'l
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011.11 Haroh,l•••••111 ... OD. of four aUI'Yl.ora.

2'he alt. va. at.oa_ bKa1d••• ba4 &11 tJa...·~cru out ot
rbaUu4' tut _re qo1ag to 11ooi> tarpta U tho • ...,th, w"",
_t.Mr woul4 80... in. So M'l'a'. tlai...~ force at 1'-4. and. v
lOS. ItrMaiD9 iato .ortla vl'.taaa mel ~. taZ'..ta ue ob.~ecl.
nu. f'Q78 d.i4A f t bay. t1w caltabilitJ' to drop the~. tArCNQ'h
tM dcru4a. eoa.*lUn.tl:rJ:tuna.~ ~hi. .oantai.. vu ••lectH ..
~ locatioa for a n4ar .1&.':':'0 91ve our pUou m aU ...,..tber
oapu111t,7. Loon__17 150 aU.. tr~.aDOi, :l.t ... .,.U ritJUll·
1'.... of the atn'tot. raclar .,.t.-.. n. &ra7 Corp ot I::Dg1.D..ra
-..at. h ther.... laY.led aff the top of tlM tlCUD.ta1A aDd Drouo.b.t in
all the ..,u.~t uiA" GoP"•••

w•••re ••1 eGteci .. .-her. of the raazb~ t .... R. bad.
to '0 tb%OUVh a ..or~ P;-oCU•• I 1a01Ae tlle "lw,U· VAO
iate,niewed lUI .are CIA. "U~d. lUX'. tJ:aat •••ata patrioti.o
_ tIlat •••u. tIla !Wl4'ot" '1. tll07 ....tecl to 40 tlli. lUJI,I\
of thUq••••u ......ec1 OIlt of tbolliUtal'l' (lIIloep-<l1ppocll 00

. t!lat w¥oou14 be crlrilt-. ••• aU .i9Ped pa.,.rl uG ••re 1..,..11,
. cl110b,arled trGID. the ,u,J: 1'01;0_, ·.0 tM~ we Clov.1cllM tUrN u radar

teohn1 9:i.aa br Lockheed Airor.:ft. corvoratieD. fta,t. •• bow W. f0t.
pWJ.4• ..,. fe1.t. Uaat,.. _.e tJM elite.. aM I aU,ll._lie... that
..erJ'~ up tAez'e .......e1a1 1a41vld:ual. •• ~!:&tw. wu.
901ag tp .bort..~ war !Moa•• we C01&14 baU tAa WOJ;th chLring
tlle ~ooa ....on.

. " .

. ';".;;~."'.".
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I ·r-..J:!u th. f1.rrt tr1; •• _d. U,p tllere••,e"C'7bod.J wu
)I:.tt7 jolly md. jo&.ill9 UAt.U ... era••eel the nv.r. TAeD V. ;oot.
".I'J' .~r ~ It .... 11k. there n. & ourtaill over t.aoa# ~h..r.
va.au't Ul iOUA9 around aDYUlOre. E".rJboclr got r.al ••no...... .'
ft.e.....,e other .AJNrlcu. ataUOAed .at th.e b..Upad: Xl .. prattr
.ure t.,. WOl'kect e,or the CIA: and n.a. toD. "l'oilCi VI \Qhera" •TAer
..olta the 1u9\1&'. pret ~1 "eU ~d cl1cl ....., tx-.ek of what tb.
eza.eD1 va. d01n.9.

&11 t1w JIi••1cma out of "rAa:11alld QaM r~ght over our dte u
tH,. !a.acted aortla. If. Uu.UJ' .... tMm, and. 1t .... tu.tt•• 819bt
to ... th8. ."00. cknm aft.r tMl" fl.., over u.. -.oUAtain. 'tou
ccntld atPll lNt u..re aad took 40_ .t thi. mola fOJ:c. U,.i~9
D.orU. It .u p,etty ."..cae vata)d.ng t1\_ awoo; down thro'09h tb•

. ..11.J"'~

Laotta JDIoDlJ trU·...., and 'l"ba!lDet'ceuar1.. guarclN the .it.
fr_ po..Ul. atuck. but it. v•• tJt;loaa1ble to ke.p the leieratia
)dUe tOJ: Yery lea9'. bU1tJU'D4' .OOA c!taDqecl.

w. b .. that t" ...., ... Oc:e1JlQ'. We could. .e. tlMm em the
ot:her UUllta1na uoUDCI 'U. Loot1zt,9 out thl'ou,vb b1Jlceul are. fOU

could ... th.: ~f·4:tAtov'.'f1u§ex' at feu, a.ncl XClu'd throw Cue
baat at~. ~t t1a4 ot nut!.

CD. t)r.eI 12th Gt ~anuazy# I c.......eva; & 'fh.a1 leo our n_l"
cee.~tec! bW2Jl:.J: Auti to 0Ui' h.".n9 of\l&rter~. &a ". "ere
.~u4t.ng Uler•• all of • Alncacln, tau ~oieodon .tarteel clon the
814. of the aaQDta;h:l. e••: ~ b..Up.ad.. I looked tAer. anel ••il

ttl... b1pll.D" c1rcl1J)g1 .roUACI dropp1nq .lome lu.nd ot ordinance. I
.-lel."Ml' GOd.~ .bt 1. th1·..·f '1'12... IPU,UA C2,vU "'81"11" I j'l;Dpect
lAta 'h tlqUi.-, roo.. got. CD ClAi ralll10 'to V4orn, and. a.1Cl~

...,..tMJ"l:e b<ab:US9'US 11' beret 10 '';uat t.o ah"" .fOU tbat J cUdn't
bow ".t .... go1Dg on. "hft t.na!' ukeel .. the .1.•• of the
bo-ba,l ana••red UO »01lZU1eD.lT...,. .otuaU,. ".re 4rop»ln9
9raa4••• ) t looJr.ed out 'the cloor '\tat in U,Jae to ... on. of the
lIi»l.... hoyel'1Av 0.,.1' t.be llel1:pad and a"WD9' ri,ht. at .....
aOaed .. and tired a aalvo of. rocket.. tbat p••••d. right Oy.r tha
tOP ot the ~SQeDt I tIU .t1Ad1A9 i.n. ( I fOUllci out later that a
!lIai captain ... alan411lV 1iL ·kbe 11I.441. of tb. bol1pa4 v1tb IU.
U-47;wll1cb U MllIt1H into u.. belly ot tM. urcc.it UI U. fhw
n.~..1118 &at.iOD aaved. UII~ ~ua. h1aUll~ have hit. the pilot::
aDd eau.a.o the 9\17 to flutter aDd loo•• ad,a aim. 'fhis .:1araft
ata.erect oft &z24 cca.had.. AnotoUr 1)11"1..e ~U .hot clown by an
Air.: IMrica ohowper "bo tl.~ aloD!l.J.d. it 80 th_ cr." ch1~f could
.hoot 1t. 40..,... '

•
: ;;: "r··~

''"1
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b a r••ul t of w ...aUcm v. veri arae4 wi th »-1'. and

greDld...ft.. Mat aign1fieanc. t.h1DV tlaat .hap,••eel Wid the: 9'''''
u .. couple of aun1.&! .ut•. (Or i voulu't "hue toeb,.,)
Tha. "uu are the kiU 'th. pilot•••'1:' vllen tAl! tl:r, 80 that .
l!t1I., bailout, ther."... little racU.o iD t..Ul'e, ... .,,11 u .
flai. &A4 other .urnftl gear. If it'"un't for: that radio vhea.
•• trot O'l"~r\1D, 1: iroulclA't hl.l!MIen able to talk to the 9~1' who
.erl UtiDt' overlleal! ud. cUrlet th_ in aaking .trafiAg ru:w in
oar _port.

fte Ar •• got OTernm • ..,. crew vu on "Ae UJ' .h.U~. w.
workecl f~ .i.. ill the -.omiDg to 8111. at. n1obt. Ut.~rcl, Doth
u ... ••t 1zl .. __tu9 ahoat Uae .1tuaUcm ,.ttiAt: F""', and. do
•• wut to 1M evac:kad 0"" toa:l9b:t. or ~h. Ilut .om1ng. w.
4Seci4e4 to .peD4 the lUgbt ••• ha4 ta-rgeta tor d.". D:1Vht. 80
let'. nA UL., uet .. '11 ..t out U.nt tlLiJlO ill. tlleundAlJ.
Jut: ......n ,.tUqr~ to break offl th.ta low:l "ln1on," ". ~ ._ .....14e tloe cIaor••• fo",," tllai __ •• r ... 1Dio tloe
haaku for protection; & roak.t·hal:J _4_. 41ract. hit ClD the
ooner of Ul.e l:nmtar. -.o.u. of tJa. 00G41tlem of tJw bUDkaI'I ve
lleddacl 'to JUd.. OIl tIM r rII••1011_ of u. ~QAt~f b.low the

. ~»--at. J veat. 'to gat. oigar.tt... out. of a cartOD that t
bad. Ollar lied tn tNf 11'1s.. qual'tel'S, aDd tcnm4 tJl,at a p1eo. of
.hr....l Aa4 tOrD 'through the whol. oarton. I 41d:1l l t.uva a
aalY:&9eabl. ai-Ivett. in the Rol. bW1.ch••• all gnbbed wbate",e..
•• ooulcl, 1 .n2IlMd. tM aUTi.&! .ut. oU: Ue oomer ot.,. bite!
.... pat. 1~ OD. W. aU atar. em. the .1.&1 of ua. ~'taU UD.t:J.l
tlw.ban..,. 1tD4e4 aft.r aJ?ou't tJt.r•• Aour... Uac141119 ta ••• if the
radar Ull oP.raUoaaJ. UU Bll.D.'tGll'. cr• ., toUlld tha't t.ll.•
..,n,..at. oltar, aDd atart.ed.JUk.ing: b01lb~.n. rut ot us
4eo14ed ta apllllCl tA. D1;b.t em tAe mountau _14. in cu. of
uo~.~ att.ack. ','.

Stob. aaAk azul t ••t 'Ill • »GnUl& a. £'&410 w1.t.b. battarT
,.ek Ud cOIltac:t.ecl 0\lI' ao at.- 040= tr1t..A • ~.port of what ..as
,olaW 1!0. If'beD •• t.ll _lee».: ,

••••1'. a.,akcK ~J' the 80uud of autOll.t1c V._pOAI fir. froali
Ua viClWty of, the out»o.~. 011 our inDer per1aater. Sear1D.9
foot.t.p. &IUS Y010••~ ·U I •••Douct clo,", tM .crv.At.aiD. UO\lt
t_t:.71..t. t4;l a cav.lltter. 0uu:a7 and Monk ••re .1e.~iD.q. 'hera
.... U..,. of ..... 1..a~t l1t.U.a aole l wt.tb just bar.ly eAQUIlb roca
for t.o tiu:r•. It. c-ea.ll, W&azl't·tbe gr.at••t .pot. but it worked
out ••11 f.or aoat of III •. ''';,"' to '

. 3
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We llearclllll Uu.. cQIIIDOtioo ,o1Dgo em Go.,,~. ~ t1d».V.
neaacl.. PQnisa9. Soan ...qthi1l9 b.e.... SItUi'. ftc:b. waJI ..at-chin;
Ua. t.:aU altoY. ~ and. ~.T.4,".t.aA. t~r.'.l'.opl. CosUJU1!· I
.-14.. -whc uer vet Gl"_ c"ouga,SBOO'fI· ao h. 414: aA4 .1~t
u..euat.al:t, &11 hell Wokeloqae. 'rhti1' opee4,., OD. WI from 1.11
Over, throwing grenade. cd !ir1nv thatr AX-·ne. n.. fi~~t. bunt
k£11.a. Buk u.d t.hat'. vh_ % ,ot woUflded :l.n 111 tid.vb•• JOM alto
trot woaDd.e4 oa. that f1.ut. .~t.cJc.. ne ,alA vaa UDb.larable, but ve
jut MD.... to f1,b.t tu. oU. I cloa.' to l:'"a11 .....: looltlZL' at &1
vatA, ~ 1f'~.J:'1A9 vh&t the hall U .. it vu. 11'. "a:_ I'Or.
1D.terut..s iA t.mq to atar aU.,..; uSiA, ouzo v.~ and firiDg
Hok. o~..du t.pt CClIi1ag u,; INUal.& tr~t1J1g.11 around.. I
.ooa rNGllecl~ tAr~l.of pa1D where I just 41da It. f ••l
onzth1."9 ""1M<O; I felt IIQ' bo47 vU>ra....o tn. tho hit•. It
110M.. j'ut. Uk. the AUi.uce of: ataneUllQ' til .....:7 h••vy
ca1utOni. botlwr gr.n.d.. e... ill., but I eou14D.'t. 1'.ach it. I
~ht uout :J-.1Av _to it. Joba 8&14,"8.1'.,. ,rQ hDk, .b..'.
dead.... I .ook t on t<lp '!t th.1I<"..... r. bI ......
Mok.tbe COIlCUliOD boct1tlg .. O'lt. 1fheD 1: c:_ to, .1ee~ of
sau wr••U oyez _. ht tu cut of u ••reo't t111ed. I1'0t.
rMI big' p1~c. of it iA .,. ~Vht aDel ••• t.1aa~ .,. Una app..red
JiaAoled, 1Mlt l.-.cl ~ula.oJ ~oQ9ll.t 1 VU olO11e to d.atb,. and
tho thougb. tluhod throuoh IIQ' mlld."S. 'his is what 1t's 11k. t.
cUe. X Wemder wut the t1n.a1 f ••UnO'·. 11~.?"·

r mow .t ODe tiM ."011•• 1 doni t r..-ber .~, broupt up
the lela. ~t UTM .e .uuld, Ivremcle.e •• aaJ,d 1 thought. Uat
ItU H, McIauaa l'V'U prat.t7 lur. that tJ:t.q vareB.' t t.ald.ngo &A7
pd.••ara. t 1:'1••M'1' t.UA1Jlg t.o JoJm aacl,••7Ug."Th., coul4n!t
tak.lUI urvai .. J'ou.'l'a ahot.~a U_llt91 ud 10 .. t. IIner.-. DO."&7 .. Gou14 11&1& out of ber.t~··"· . .

Duzsiq lull. i.D the t1pti"D9, I crontaotK. a C-1.30 Uaruh1p
cdre1iA9 ov!lrhMd. ULd. ck~l'1a.9 paraClhu.te flu•• : UU9 Q little
a1lE'9i••l ~o. W. eDOoa.nl9e4 u.a to --aUt: OIl,. belp'. aD t.M var'"
-.ar.~. Jail' at .-~. fra. UP ars-1ye4 0••1:'....4 at clarb7;.aJt.
CODtaat1zl9 tbG; I fcnm4 Uat tha)' wua .rae4 _1t1l 20 II1UiJDehr
oaDAOIlII Gel C8tJa. 1 oelotea thelia to make atrafiAg rwu 11'"0. the
ne.......Ucll.Dg te...c1 tho 1'04&••'lU1_t. "b••• I Uourod tb.•
....,.·f.raop. "are. he1l aircraft _et. two p••••• with h.ttla
.ffkt 011: t.lIe _...,. fir •• 10, '1 ukad. theca to clrop their caOs
.101l19 tiw .... u1. of at-tack, aa7iug."1'ou.lU.g'ht .. vall,we're
90aerai lUI.:rhow••0 rena IR1gbt. u ••U do iU" 110, tiler ..de theie
»&&I" ad chQped tJa,e~•• It .... 11k•••tUA9 off ... tr1nQ of
flr.ccackar., _1], a thcn;til'Ud. t1au up.t.t1ad. It .... jU5t •
IuInaadoua Qoi.e~ after a ,,1111• ..,.rytldD9 w•• c:katbll' atill. I
thcuoht r' cI gon. c1...t.

-.
- ' ...

.-
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~fte&' tI&e J.-~ <!ropped _. _. r oow... ·~ ..... ~ th1Jlq;
:tGa~ rlAvi"v b llQ' eua. n... I !loud _. oIloppe•. r go~ OD tho
ra410 lAd. talke4 '0 U ... 1U1.;telU.,Ji,go U. vh.~ v•••ra4 'lb.a
»ilo~ uked. if •• bad aD]' ..-.ok.... r10vn there. 1 pulled. it out of
IQ' ",e.t au4 ••1cl,-reab,1t'. Purpl.'" I budacl'the fl.:. to St~.

beoaa• .,. baAd.I"era too blooclJ' to pop it, 10 ha tiel. ttJa.. vbol.
aava U.llt4 viUa the aack. an4 •• aat th.Z'. IQl'ug. '!he pu.ot
••ld.,"' I I'otob.al-.u.cllowUK .. jWWla pu.atrator to QIi. Etch
D• ..secS Hlp o»ulnt tea I ..v.. belor••• put :Cau, _it. Afta%'
r ..liD9 IUD UI', ,the" d.ropped it 4awn.o I oou14 b. pulted up • .b
Uel'lU~ad.. lIP. r -V alla.plr ....y fraa Ue ..""tab IJl4 tho
Ilaolratd'" o.Uhad _IlaCllt .g~...t tI&e _ta1A. r ....tlplllri u
tUJ' caaUn" to .lull .. ap, nt I r ...ber loot1al dOD IA4 .
••eiag •• ot OU PI-. 1111 U. Bub.l1ld. oCDi.Aq &r01iIDC1 Ula .ida
ad. waY1n9 at M;lU:.,. 4oA't forgat. ... I r~.. 1.7in9 011 U.
floor, ataring at. Uw till!, ,Ut.iale. of .etal, u the! ..,'r'e
..ttiq "**'7•••1•• gp lnto the cho71JU', .keD. t2M7 apeAK fir.
a' u. J ••• tJU. little ul. h the floor ...14. _ faa. and.
-tbow;rht.··..,.. tu.t hoI. __It t:hezo. a .eccm4_~.'o-u4 wbat'.
tJ:aat red .»ot1--JI]' Ooell-It.'. b1004. lY. !:Iec b1t qUllS· n.n 1
1~e4 '- at atob. .. he .... tal11ag out ot U. canvu • .at abo".
_. 'f2M JMl11.t hac! 9ot1e rip~ uP tlu:'oQGh iu.. aIUS got h1JIl

b~.~llr.•• wu !oUlad b ••t ...t~y.

. .

. .
fe/11/Z00, 11:11 PAl 102 IlS otl3

- . ..

. - - - - -- - - - -- -~------r-_'!'!!!""'!!II~":,,,,"

1,-------'__I

I k.,t ......1.a.g' ou't. fre. loU ot blood, but ••ch u.. I ••oJre.
%9at a Gig.ratte frca the :;;1'_ ch:1a:i. AAd. Mh_ %guaed. out
apiA, bo' toak it f'r'ClID me. Yhat'. all 1 r..-bN' lIDtU i .~k. VI
at ado....

,

• rior to tJd. tou, CQtullaU.II ...1atK 14 t.M d•••10'....t
of u.. Arapot proud dinolad ndar h"'l"" arlt_ il1lr1".. u..
V'1nter of a,s-.,. ;1'* .JuD.'to Dec__r,l"',he ••rvltd u a
aknvot coatra11ar at Si_ ~o.:' U,aouth ~i.aa...

lA tlw qn:iIlg of 1'5', b. rQr...t.ecl u.c 1A • 'I:'ojeot
a~1JUACJ .-4 u4 1'4010S pUou with a-sa na'ri.gator/bCllDb&rclien in
•••r1.. of teata that r..ultad Ui !a..ro..._ airborne raclar
bOllld.1l9' tacha1tuU'for fighter bClllllbera. c...

.. at.art_a anothar' tour'at &1R Boa 1n 3'\IAa. bafo~a ba1Dg
all_ back ta .apt-.kr t'o part1c1I'at.. :IJ1 tla18 lIDd..-vor.

After 8 ...era1·ecm.tha hllla.pitaI. Ad. l11mLarOU operat1onl, be
.u pr....tod to IIojo. uicI ntunad to ••Uv. d\ltr iJI July.l"' .

•• va...wuded. 'tb. hqle Heart and " .. ree n.aaa tor t):w
at'ver _tar ... a r ..ult of: tbi. aot101l. Ha r.tired e'fter 20+ ,.••ra
of.enica ion Dec....E' 0& 1"2.

5
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C2·CHAffER2

MlillAL OF HQNQR <MOHl RECOMMENDATIONS

C2.1. PURPOSE

The pwpose of this Chapter i. to furnish guidonce to the Military Departments in the
processing of recommendations for the MOR

C2.2. PROCEDURES INVOLYlNG RECOMMENDA110NS FOR TIlE MOR

C2.2.1. The Secretary concc:med shall establish procedures for processing
r!=COmmendations for the award of the MOR in his ot her Military Department
Minimally, those recommendatiON shall contain the: endorsement of the subordinate
Unified Cnmbatant Commander or the ll'F Commander, if involved; the Unified
Combatant Commander concerned; and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. After
endorsement by the Chairman of the Joint Cbiefs of Staff, the recommendation shall be
refem:d to the Secretary conceme4,for ,~propriate:.action.

C2.2.2. The Army and Air Force MOH recommendations must be entered fonnally
into official channels in twO years of the act wananting the recommendation, and
awarded in three yean (cxcept as pmvided in title 10 U.S.c. 3744 or 8744 (refcrence
(c» and Sectioo 1130 of title 10, U.S.c. (referencc (a))). The Navy-Marine Corp.
MOR recommendations must be: formally entered into official channels in three: years
of the act warranting the recommendation, and awarded in five years (except as provided
in Section 6248 of reference (f) and Section 1130 ofrefaence (a». However. a
Member of Congress can request conSideration of a proposal for the award or
presentation of a decoration not previously submitted in a timely fashion under
reference (a).

. ....
C2.2.3. ReoommeodatinDS for award of thc MOR disappmved by a Secretary of a

Military Deportmcnt, or the secretaiy of Defcnse, may ooly be re.ubmined if new,
su~tantive and material infonnation is provided in the time lim\ts in 10 U.S.C. 3744,
6248, and 8744 (rcferenccs (c) IlIId (t)). Thc information formin8 thc basis must have
been previously unknown and not considered by recommending and diBapproving
officials. The detennination of the existence of new material and substantive
information being a basis for reconsideration may not be delegated below the Secretary
of a Mililary Departmcnt

16 CHAPTER 2
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10 usc Sec. 1130

-JOCPCITB-

TITtoB 10 - ARHm) PORCD

SUbtitle A - General Military Law

PJ).RT II - PERSONNEL

CHAPTER 57 - DECORATIONS AND AWARDS

Sec. 1130. Consideration of propo~l. tor decorations not

01/02/2006

previously .ubaitted in timely fasbion: procedures for review

(a) Open request ot a Member of Congress, the Secretary concerned

!!Ita.II review a proposal tor the _--.rd or presentation of a

decoration (or the ~adjni of a decoration), either tor an

individUAl or a unit, that is not otherwise authorized to be

presented or awarded due to limitations established by law or

policy tor timely aubaisaion of a ;ecoamendation for such award or

presentation. Ba••d upon auch review. the Secret&ry ahall .aka •

deteruinatiOZl as to the! merit. of apprOVing the award or

presentation of the decoration.

(bl upon .aking a determination under subsection (a) as to the

~erit8 of approving the award or presentation of the decoration.
c .'

the Secretary concerned ahall subait to the Committee on Armed

Services of the Senate and the Cam.ittee on Armed service. of the

House of Representative. And to the requeating Member of Congress a

detailed discussion of ,the ratiOnAle supporting the determination.

httplluscode.house.gov/llScode-egilWtweb.exe?getdoc+uscview+t09t12+7112~%28%...10nn007
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(e) Dete~nationa under this section regarding the award or

presentation of a decoration ahall be made in accordance with the

B~e procedur.. that &rply to the approval or disapproval of t~

award or presentation of a decoration when a recommendation for

sueh award or presentation i. subaitted in a ti.ely manner .a

prescribed by law or regulation.

(d) In this Beetion:

(1) The term ~Member of Con9re•• ~ means -

(A) a Senator; or

(8) a Representative in, or a Dele!late or Resident

Commissioner to, Congres•.

(21 The term -decoration- mean. any decoration or award that

say be presented or awarded to .. meaber or unit ot the armed

forces.

-SOURCS·

(Added li'Ub. L. 104-106, db. A.: title V. Sec. 526(a) , Feb. 10,

1996. 110 Stat. 313; am~~ed Pub. L. 106-65, div. A, title X, Sec.

1067l1), OCt. 5. 1999, 113 Stat. 7741 Pub. L. ~08-1J6. div. A,

title X, Sec:. 10Jl(a)(10), Nov. :i14, 2003,117 Stat. 1.597.1

-MISC1-

J\KlllIDHIlllTS

2003 - Pub. L. 108-136. Sec. 10llta) (101 (8). atruck out -and

recommendation" after ~review" in section c&tch1i~e.

Subaec. (al. pub. L. 108·136, Sec. 1031 (a) (10) (AI {il. struck out

·and the other determinations nece••ary to comply with subsection

(b)" after "of the decoration".

Subsec. (bl. Pub. L. 108-136. Sec. l031(al (lO) jA) (iiI.

substituted "to the requesting Member of Congress a detailed

discussion of the rationale aupporting the deteraination." for "to

http://uscode.house.gov/uscode-egi/fastweb.cxe?getdoc+uscview+t09tl2+782+0++%28%... 101212007



u.s. Code Page 3 of 10

the requeatin9 member of COngress notice in writing of one of ~e

following:

warrant approval on the Illerite.

·(2) The awa:d or presentatioD of the decoration warrants

approval and a waiver by law of tl~e restrictions prescribed by

law is rec~ended.

-(3) The award or presentation of the decoration warrants

approval on the .erits a.nd baa been .pprov~ .e iU1 exception to

policy.

-It) The award ~r pre.entatioD.of the decoration warrants

approval on the merita, but a waiver of the time restrictions

prescribed by la.... or policy is not recOIIIlencle4.

A notice UDder paragraph (1) or (4) ah&ll be accompanied by •

atatement of the rea.ODa tor the decision of the Secretary.-

1'~9 - Subaec. (bl. Pub. L. 106-65 sub.tituted -and the Committee..
on Armed Services- for -and the committee on National Security· in

introductory provisions.

ELIGIBILITY FOR ARkBD FORCBS UPEDITIOKlIollY· MZDAL FOR PJl.R.ttCIPATION

m OPBRATION JOrNT BNl)EAVOR OR OPERATION JOINT GUAAD

Pub. L. 105·85, div. A, title V, Sec .. 572, Nov. 18, 1997, 111

Stat. 1756. provided that:

• fa) Inclusion of epentioJUl. - For the. purpose of deteBiDing

the eligibility of .e~8 and former ~rs of the Axaed Forces

for the Armed Forcea EXpeditionary Medal. the Secretary of Defenae

ahall designate participation in Operation Joint Endeavor or

Operation Joint Guard in the aepUblic of Bosnia and Herzegovina,

and in 8uch other are.s in the region .8 the secretary considers

appropriate, as service in .u aru tbt meets the general

requlrl!!~nt. for tbe award of that l\'I8<S&l.

hllpJ/=ode.house.gov/uscode-<:gVfastWeb.exe?getdo<+1ISCview+t09t12+782+{;!+%2g%... 101212007
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-lb) Individual Determination. ~ The Secretary of the military

depart_ent concerned ahall determine ~hether individual members or

!or:ner lD6IIIbers of the Araed 'orc~l!I who p&rticipa.ted in Operation

Joint BDdaavor or Operil.l:ion Joint Gu&rd ....t the individual service

requirements for .ward of the AnDed Forces Expeditionary Medal as

established in applicable regulationa, A member or fo~.r member

shall be considered to have participated in Operation Joint

Bnde.avor or Operation Joint Guard if the Member

-(1) waa depl~d in the Republie of Soan!. and Hersegovina. or

in sucb other area in the region as the Secretary of Defen8e

considers appropriate, in direct support of one or both of the

operations;

-(21 served on board a united State. naval veasel operating in..... -

the Adriatic Sea in direct .upport of ODe or both of the

operation.; or

"(ll operated in airspace above the Republic ot Bosnia and

Herzegovina. or in such other area in the region aa the Secretary

of Defense considers appropriate. while che operationa were in

.~feet.

-(c) Oper.tio~ Defined. - Por purpo8es of this section:

"(I) The term 'Operation Joint Bnde-vor' means operations of

the united Statea Arced Pore.. eoaducted in the Republic ot

Bo.nia and Herzegovina duriog the period beginning on Novecllber

20, 1995, and ending on December 20, 1996, to assist in
. ,

implementing the General Pr.~ework Agreement and Associated

Annexes, initialed on November 21. 1995, in Dayton, Ohio .

• (2] The tena 'Operation Jolnt Guard' Man. operations of the

Onited States ArtIad. Forces conducted in the: Republic ot Bosnia

and Herzegovina a•• succeallOr to Operation Joint Endea.vor during

the period beginning on December 20, 1996, and ending on such

http://uscode.house.gov/useode-cgilfastweb.exe7getdoc+uscview+t09t12+782+0++%28%...1012J2007
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dAte a8 the Secretary of Del.a._ may d••ignate.-

BLIGI.8ILITY OP C8R1'ADf WORLD WAR II MILITARY OR.GANIZATIONS POR

AWARD 01' UlflT DICORATIONS

Pub. L. lOS-SS, div. At title v, Sec. 57'. Nov. 18, 1997, 111

Stat. 1758. provided thAtl

• Ca} Authority. - A unit decoration ll\ay be awarded tor any unit

or other organiu.tlon of the A....-.ed Porces (web ;u the Military

Intelligence service of the Army) thAt (11 supported the planning

or execution· of cOll¢&t operations during World W&r II pri.lllarilY

thtougb unit personnel who were attached to other units at the

Araed Forc•• or of other allied a~ fore•• , and (2) 1. not

otherwise eligible for award of the decoration by. r/!l&aon of not

usually baving been deployed a8 ... unit in aupport ot such

operAtions.

Page 5 of [0

• (bl Ti_e for Subali••ion of Reco_endation. Any reccc.aendation

for award of ... unit decoration under aub8~tion Ca) ahall be

submitted to the Secretary concerned Cas defined in section

101(&) (i) of title 10, united State. Codet. or to sucb other

offlc~l as the Secretary cODcerned may dealgnate, not later than
.:....

two years after the date of the enactment of this Act (Nov. 18,

19i7] .•
. ..,~. l '

Atn'HOR.J:TY 'l'O AJfMD DECORATIONS RECOGNIZING ACTS OF VALoOR PERFORMED

m COMBAT DORING THB VIBTHAK cotfP'I.XCT

Section 522 of Pub. L. 104·106 provided that:

-(al Findings. - Congress makes the following findingsl

• (1) The Ia Drang villley (Plelkut campa.i~, carried out by the
.,.-. .:.'

ArIDed porc•• in the Ia Drang valley of Vietnam. from October 23,

1i65, to November 26, 1965, is illustrative of the many battleD

during the Vietnam conflict which pitted force. of the United

State. againat North Vietnameae A%wy regulars and Viet Cong in

bttpj/uscodc.bouse.govluscode~gi/fastweb.exe?getdoc+uscview+t09t12+782+0++'1028%.. , 101212007
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vicioU8 fighting.

-(1) Account. of those battl•• that have bean published since

the end of that conflict authoritatively document numerau. and

repeated-acta of extraordinary. heroism. aacrifice, and bravery on

the pa:t of ~ember8 of the A~ed Porces, many of which have never

been officially recognized.

-(3) In soee of tho.~ battle;.-onited Seates Dilitary units

sutfered substantial 10.8e8, with aome units s~t.ining

casualties in excess of 50 percent.

-(4) The incidence of heavy caaualti•• throughout ~ Vietnam

detailed information to 8up~rt r~commend&tiona for &wa~s

recognizing acts of heroism, sacrifice, and bravery.

-(5) SUbsequent requests to t~e Secretaries of the .ilitary

·depart.ents for review of award r.c~tion. tor such acts

have been denied because of restrictions in law and regulations

that require timely filing,of such recom.endations and documented

.justificCltion.

-(6) Act. of heroiSll, Acritica, and bravery performed in
" .IL

combat by members ot the Armed Forces deserve appropriate and

timely recognition by the people ot the United States.

-(7) It i. appropriate to recognize acta of heroism, aacrifice,

or bravery that are bel.atedly. but properly, dOCUlllented by

persona who witnessed those acts.

-(b) Waiver of Time Limitations tor Recommendations tor Awards. -

(1) Any decoration covered by par.agraph (:it) fDAy be aw.arded, without

regard to any ti~e Ii.it"imposed by law or regulation tor a

recommendation for such award to any per.on tor actious by that

person in the Southea8t Asia theater of operations while serving on

active duty during the vietna. era. The waiver of time limitations

Page 6 of 10
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va.lor for which ~ request for coa.ideration ia aUbmitt.d under

subsection (c).

- (2) Pu~gr.ph (lj appliea to any decoration (including any

device in lieu of a decoration) that, during or after the Vietnam

era and before the date of the enactment of this Act (Feb, 10,

19961, .a. authorized by la. or under regUlatio~ of the Department

of Defenae or the adl1tary depart-ent concerned to be .warded to

_lIber" of t:!:le Arllled Forcea tor acta of valor.

-(c) Review of Requests for Conaideration of Awards. ~ ~l)·The

Secretary of each military depart~t ahall review each request for

consideration of awud of .a. decoration described in subsection (bl

that are received by the Secretary duriDg the one-year period

beginning on the date of enactDent of thh Act [reb. 10. 19'6J.

-(2) The Secretaria. aball begin the review within 30 days after

the date of the enactment of thia Act and ahall complete the review

of each request tor coneidcration ~t later than one year after the

date on wMch the request ia received....... .~.

- 0) The Secretary may Wle tha saM proceu for carrying out the

review as the Secret&ry uses for raviewing other recommendations

for award of decorationa to members of the Armed Force. under·the
• > .'

Secre~'a juriadiction for valoroua acta.

- (d) Report.. - (1) Upon cOlllpbtlng the revie. of Nch auch
~ ...

request under aubsection lc), the Secretary aball .ubmit & report

OD ~he review to the Committee on Armed Services of the Senate and

the Committee on National security of ~he House of Representatives

[now C~ttee on Armed Service. of the House of Repr.aentative.] .

-{21 The report aball include, with reapect to each request tor

conaideration received, the ~ollowing infOrMAtion:

-(Al A aummary of the requeat for cODaideration.

bUp:lluseode.bouse.govltw:ode.cgilfastweb.cxc?getdoc+uscvicw+t09112+782+O++-'A.28%... 10!2I2001
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-(B) The findings resulting from the review.

-(el The final action taken on.the request for consideratioD.

·(e) Definition.• For purposes of this section:

• (1) The te=m 'Vietnam era' haa the meaning given that term in

section 101 of title ]8, United St:ate8 Code.

·l~l The term 'active duty' haa the .~ning given that term in

section 101 of title 10. United States COde.-

MILITARY INTBLlJ.GENC! PERSONNSlo PRBvmrrzD BY SECRBCr PROM BEING

CONSIDERED FOR DECORATIONS AND AWARDS

Section 523 of Pub. L. 10'-106, ••. &mended by Pub. L. 10S-8S.

div. A. title v, Sec. 575, Nov. 18, 1997, ~11 Stat. 1158, provided

that:

-(a) Waiver on Restrictions of Awards.. (1) Any decoration

covered by paragraph (2) cnay be awarded. without regard to any tiM

lilllit imposed by law or regulation., ~or a reeommC!l1dation for such
.,1 ., '-

award, to any peraon for an act, achievement, or service that the

person perfOrMed in carrying out military intelligence dutie.

during the period beginning on JiLDUilry 1, 194.0, and ending on

December 31, 1990.

-(2) Paragraph (1) applies to any decoration (including any

device in lieu of a decoration) that, during or after the period

described in p.aragraph (1) and before the date of the enactment of

this ACt [Feb. la, 1996), was authorized by law or under the

regulations of the Department of Defense or the uilitary department

concerned to be awarded to a person for an act, achievement, or

service perfonroed by that persCD wbile .erving on active duty.

-(bl Review of Requests for consideration of Awards. - (I) The

secretary of each ~ilitary department shall review each request for

consideration of award of a decoration described in subsection (al

that 18 received by the sec'rotary during tbe period. beginning on

<•

Page 8 of 10
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.....
February 10, 1996, and ending OD February 9. 1998.

·f~) The Secrecariea ahall begin the review within 30 day. ~fter

the date of the enac:taent of Chi. Act and shall c01llPlete the review

of each request for consideration not later than one yeAr after the

date on which the reque~t i. received.,

• (3) The Secretary ma.y use the same process for carrying out tbe

review as the Secretary uae8 for reviewing other recommendations

for awarding' decor~tion. to ..aber. of the Anae4 Forces under the

Secretary's juri~ction for act., "achievements, or service.

"Ie) Report. - (1) Upon c01Dpleeing the review of each 8uch·

request under .ub••etion l~), the Secretary shall aubmit a report

on tlae review to the committee on Araed S~ic•• of the Sanate and

the ComMitte. on National Security of the Bouae of Repres.ntative.

(now Committee on Armed Service. of the Sou-a of Rapr.aentaelves] .

-(2) The report shall include, with respect to each request tor

consideration reviewed, the following intor=Ation:

-(AI A summary at th~ request for conaideration.

-(B) The findings resulting fro- the review.

-(C) The final action taken on the request for conaideratioD.
. '" ..

-(DJ Administrative or legislative recommendations to i~prove

award procedures with respect to mdlitary intelligence personnel ..(.("." ,
"(dl Definition. - For purposes of this aection, the te~ 'active

duty' bas the meaning given suCh term in section 191 of title 10,

United States Code.-

BLIGIBILITY FOR 1.RMSD FORCBS BXPEDITIOHAAY MEDAL BASED UPON SERVICB

IN EI, SALVADOR
..";

Section 525 of Pub. L. 104-106 provided that:

"(a) In General. - For the purpose of determining eligibility of

-ember. and tor.er members at the Araed FOrce. for the Armed Forces

Bxpe4i.tionary Medal, the country of EI Salvador during the period

Page 9 of 10
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beginning on January 1, 1981 .~ ending on February 1, 1992, shall

be treat.d .. having been deaignated as &n area and & period o~

time in which members of the Armed FOrce. ~ticip&ted in

operations in .i~ific.nt numbers L~ otherwise met the general

requir~ent. for the award of that ~dal.

-(b) Individual Determinacion. - The Secretary of the ~ilit&ry

department concerned ahall determine whether individual membera or

former members of the Araed Porces who served 1n £1 SaLvador during

the period· beginnir1g on Jan\lary 1. 1981 and ending on February 1.

1"2 ~eet the individual service require-enta for award of the

Aracd Forcea Expeditionary Medal .. established in applicable

regulations. Such deterMinations _hall be made .8 expedi~ioualy as

po~.lble after the date of the enact.ent of chi. Act (Feb. 10 •

•••
HQIG .sacm D2wnlned C1mjficatioD Codification Al!Iml

Office ofthe Law Revision Cowue~ US, House ofRepresentatives
.. ,-, .. ,

http://uscode.house.gov/uscode-egilfastweb.exe?getdoc+uscview+t09t12+782+0++%28%... 101212007



(b)(5)



(b)(5)



------_.....

.1. '.:'.

.. _ .
.... .._ ....£ r-';



._.........

. .,
-----------

THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
4000 D!F!NSI PENTAGON

WASHINOTON. D.C. 203Q1~

MEMORANDUM FOR TIlE SECRETARY OF TIlE AIR FORCE

SUBJECT: Medal ofHonor Recommendatioo for ChiefMaster Sergeant Riclulra L.
EtCbberger

[ have thoroughly reviewed the Medal ofHonor recommendation lor Chiel Master
Sergeant (CMSgt) Richard L. Etcbbcrger. The evidence presented is limited and does not
present a compelling case for upgrading CMSgt Etcbbcrger's Air Force Cross to the
MedaJofHonor. ~:....~LI;"

. ." . f'. !"N':: ,"'

Based on the infomiation provided. I'ha~c concluded it is UDcle~ as to whether
the Air Force attempted to contact all individuals with first-band knowledge olCMSgt
Elcbbcrgcr" aWOO5 at Site 85 in Laos on Marcb II, 1968 to corroborate the facts slated
in the citatioo8C<:Ompanying the award ofthe Air Force er"". Therefore, belore the
recommendation is forwalded to the Secretary ofDef.... for decision, [ am n:que5ling
tb8t the Air Force attempt to contact individuals who may have additional clarifying
information rcgardicg CMSgt Etchbcrgcr's actio... These iildividnal' include: 1) Mr.
Ken Wood, pilot.of the belicopter that rescued CMSgt Etchbcrger from Site 85 in Laos;
2) Mr. L. M. "Rusty" [roOJ, Flight Engineer of the helicopter that rescued CMSgt
Etehbcrgcr; and 3) Mr. Frank Roura, the individual who allegedly wrote a Medal of
Honor rccolIUllClldation for CMS.gt Etebbcrgcr.

Additionally, [recommend that, in addition to other source, you deem portioent,
the book 0"" Day Too Long, by Timothy N. Castle, wbich provides a detailed history of
the covert opermon at Site 85 in Laos where CMSgt Etchbcrgcr perished, be reviewed to
determine iftbcre are other individuals who mould he contacted regarding this Medal of
Honor recommendation. This book is availablC at the Pentagon Library.

David S. C. Chu

'.' .

Attachment:
CMSgt Etchberger Medal 01 Honor Recommendation

.";
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K105 F"'nk G Lt Gen AFICVA
-',.

From:
Softl:
To:
'::c:

Subjoct:

Allachmo....'

DonJoy. _ HOll"'_ SAF/O$
T_.~02.20082;22 PM
Klotz, Frmc G U Gen MIOIA _
Sctrt\wtz. Nortcn A GenMICC; F~,WiIam M '" ("'~n AFJC,N; Newton, Riehli'd Y Lt Getn
/>FIA', CooIlring. Craig__SAFiNR!'b)(6) pol USAF SAF""RBP
MoH Hemln.ion

(b)(6)

Comments from OSO.-.sng MOH lor CMSgt Elchborgo<.pdf

.._....
)51) regWIng MO.,

Frank: Da•• Chu advised .e h. 1s withholding action on the Mada1 of Honor
noaination for CMSqt Etchberger pendinq further c1ariIication of tacts (a short memo froa
Dr. Chu will 10110w). Attached is • list oI issue. raised during the course of PiR's
review suggesting conflicting accounts I inconsistencies, such as who ~lled for air
support, and whether documentation exists to cantle. that an original na=1natlon for a MoH
wa. reportedly downgraded to the AF C:oss to protect the sensitivity of the aite location.
(If not, ehen aay 80.)

In addition, whether the Air Force has co~t.cr~ and gleaned all available information
fr~ 811 living ~ndividual. with fir.t-h~kbow1.9Qeof the events at Site 85 is a matter
of particular concern. P'R believes'w need to doe1.=Mlnt contacts with anyone who lllay have
clarifying intorDation, and suggests three individuals in particular: ken Wood (pilot who
rescued the teea), L.M. ~Rusty.M Irons (flight engineer for the re~cue chOPPer), and Frank
Roura (who allegedly wrote a MeH recc.mendat!on for CH8gt Etehbergerl.

SAF/MR and Al have the expertise and history on thi_ ca.e, but I also believe this
particular situation call. for a amal1 team led by a GO/SES of exceptional integrity to
conduct appropriate follow up and lock down this package. Perhiips OC/JAl; ••• i.tance lIli<Jht
be helpful. This is probably a one-:tiM ~rtQ:Oity to add. pertinent tacts when'
available; and clarify w~at we do know and.wh.i.€ we 'don't / cannot know. It'. all about
thoroughness, docuaentation, and d.DOns~ratin9 the integrity of our process in meeting the
highest standard appropriate to a MoH nomination.

Please work with SAF/HR
plan, and schedule.

Many tllanks, toto

i Al and provide the Chief a.nd me an upcheck on the proposed team.

j '"i'

..........
WI' ,t

1



IaeoDSiltnci.. aoted 1ritII 1M MOR neomlOeadatioa
for

n.a-eMSct EldIIJer&er

o onamaJ JJ Cross citolioa, Tab 1._iiaa duriaa I!le llrefilhl CMSgt EIdlberpr
"ani","'" 10 dinel air strlkesllld call for air ....... on bb emcill"""Y ndio, tMm>y
enJbIillllbe air 0VICUIIi0n fan:e 10 IocIIo1IIl: IllmlUIIded fiieDdIy .1.....L"

• She..- by Col (Rd) Gtnld H. ClIyIOa, wbo illle:rviewedlbe three 100<-on,does Illll <:Otrob'dk thoI CMSIl E/dlberJCf dilea.d air strikes or
c:aIIed ror air ........ (Tab 2)

• S!'ltmal! by lchn G. Donie!, USAF (Rd).-."11wI dle only ","0 that worUd
IIId WIlIaIIda\ (lie) to Ibe Iirc:iIll ("SANDY"fli&bl A-IE's) in rec:aII c:omc:IIy."
(Tab 3)

• _ provided by MI,j (Rd) Sl-. Slizl. does DOl c:orrobonte that CMSgt
FJc:!lb«ier _1IIl:~ or r;aIIod ror Ii< rescue. As port ofllil _""
be Jl'O'Od<d III c:r=p< _ 1MS<>/dW', Story: I'Iot>tGor in 1Mir aw. 1I'...u, by
Roo SleioIao, that ...... be, DOl O&SsIFJc:bbapr, c:oalac:"'d. C-130 flaoahip
ODd _ tb< A-I _10 dn>p Ibo:ir..- ODd make stra!iocl\lllS. (Tab
4) ':~ ~r: ..H~ ,: i

• 1bc book" 0- Dtzy Too Lotc. provida wibaa ICC(IIII!t· tbIit lit resale Iocmd
!be IllI"IivoD, to iDc:lude CMSII EJrbI>aF. via III__ beac:oo tllatwas
o.,inj,• .frDIn amdio and tbII: all ......'i*F.,nDI~wu iDopeallive..' .

o 0riIia0l Air fCl<e Cross _. Tab 1.........<biaa dle ........00

0IS&l FJc:!lbc:lF~_Iy c:xpc:ocd~IO_tiro ill onIa' 10 plac:e his
_ &III'Iivlo&..............._ is !be _ aIiDp JlCDllil1iD8 _10 be aIdI1lc:d
lOJa6Oy." .' .• ' .;

• St••"_by Col (Rd) o.nIcIll~ wbo intaviewc:d the: 1hree 100<
...m-s. makes 00-... ofCMS&tEkH>c.. \IoIlbenteIy~himsdf
10 _ fin is onIa' 1o .......1Iis _ ourvIviq -.oded caanoda. (Tab 2)

• _,by lchn G. Daniel, TSt!t (lld), ..... 00 mentIoo orCMSIl ElIcIlbeqer
dcI1benleIy expcslag h1rnselflO eaaay Ilro In onIerlO loodlhe lhre..urvivors in [C'"'' I
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the hc1icopIer """"" 'liDi- He 0Il1y".,. that ".. (sic) ..... tilliIlI olftbm was •
short bws. ofsmall anne (Jie) lho that hit the boll"", of the chopper." (T.b 1)

• 5_,provi<lc<! by Maj (Ret) Sl!D Sliz' mat. DO mention ofCMSgt
Etdlberacr CX]>ClOUla himself tAl _lira in CIder 10 rescue I!le otb=. The
ex<elJl' ofhls Slay s1IIes that aller the A·1s droppod 1IleIr c:IIlster llombsllrlop
..... 'I"i<t. Thent is DO mentioo ofCMSct F.lebberp takins <=Ill' fire while be
!coded .....t>ers iIIIo the I"llCllllIloG slizIp (Tob 4). His eoc.eapt provides,.

". ranlOlIIl>« Ia)"ina 00 the Ccnr,_. at I!le tiDy·particles ofmetal, u they
wen: gelling ..tty_ else up iIIIo I!le chopper, when they opeoed lho at us. 1
saw this littl. bole in the Ccnr beside Il!Y fKe ond tboughI, "Hey, that bole
wasn" there. secoad ago-tlllIwhat" thallOd spol'I-4-Iy God!-lt'. blood.
rvc 1>eal bit .,.m'" TheIl llonbd up II Etcll .. be waslillJiIlg out ofl!le
c:a:nns sat above me...

. 0 CMSct EtcllQerger was fonnolly _furaward ofan "All F.... cross"
dWou&b., AF Form 642, Rlco_p~ whidl was llI'l""'"Od on
December 11, 1961 (Tob 5).

• TheAir Face Qoss thai CMSgtl!lebl>aprreceived, oa:anling '0 the AF Form
642 en m.. was NOT. Medal oflloIlO".""ii'''''''atiOll which was dowDgraded
at I!leJ>eadq1lU1erS level for pnIilical or securiIy.........

• CMSgt~was never foanalIy ree, 'ii',ended forthe Medal ofHOIlCI"
IOCOI1Iic& 10 the dna""""'"""" provlcIoiI. . .

• ."0 -''Or"- .
• The l"<lIllDWJdc:r of the eovert~ ilEAVY GREEN', Genld 'CIayton, Col

(Rd.), - (Tob 2), "Their Ia.H,,"'"l' 1ed!JlO10 IOCODlJllald tAl Ill)' superior
oflic:erthat SitElc:llberpr be """'~ ~,the ....am ofthe Medal ofHOllCl"."
Tbcso Is IlO _ ofthis MOil _atIoa. He alan-. "I wu told by
the Air Fara: ChiefofS1alfat I!le__..........yb I!le Air Foroc cross that
due to I!le _ pold;cal _ ill Son ! Asia the Medal ofHCIlOI' wouJd
DOt be awaalod.•.&IId the possibilily of_adiog1bc award aller I!le _ was O'IU

was ditcusscd .-

• 1lte_, provided by RufliD GrJy, Col (Rd.), (Tob 6) iJlcludes the followi08_: ....,
-; ·..--n~ .. ~ _ ;~

J JEAVY GlEEH _ .. cocSI ...b"Iap.-m,...,.. ......-w.......an- U.s. AirFCIrU
~., CO"'Iftb'~.~""~._.IICdcII*anIpdca.,... hal sa IS. SlY
a ..1M codI: .... fbrlbe Ioc::Idoa. ilanortlMutn ~.,..a.n.. TSQ-fl ~ircctcdr.ur~
~... JocIIId. At_ tIme. ...... AIPPOIId 10 ..........~ iD lilt Vk:tRana Conflict. nt:niln.,
""""" HEAVY GUEN WII c""U'ed .

.. ~'.'. ;' ~ ,,::." :
.-, ....,. ~ "I

.'.
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• "Afla'~ die........,_ [AirFOIOO er-jllld _tiIol
-,11llCk1lle file iaIoQcl. Rym'J [Air FOIOOV... CbIe!ofSllfl]
office ODd told him lhat1_KIIlCl aU clancnls for 1IIe aWlld of1lle
CongrCJJiOD&l M<dJI ofHooor. After <lea. Ryan read aU the supportlD&
documm t., he IIid lhat he qreed wi1b ...." <lea_ Ryan lbrthor .toted, ''tile
_ of1lle C<>acrCJJicna1 Modal <CUId DOl be made witbou1llJlicml
publicity."

• '1 then sugested tbIt ill faim... to CMSgt. Etchbcricr, his records be flaged
to be mlowe<l amually ODd w!IeII this infcImatlm was doc_tied IIld we
could _ledge whaI bad trIllIplred Ibm 1he _ ofthe Nr Force Cross
be revolced ODd the Ccapaic:ml'M<dal ofHoaor be awud<d. Ocn. Ryan
_ with Ihal ='"""*"""'011, IIld J_ il would be (had bceo)
aroied oat..... '

.., .' "., I' .,
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ORGANIUTIOHQ'OSITION NAME

Cbailman, Joint Chiefa of Staff (CJCS) .J4t1--=:
Aaaiatant Secretuy ofDefenae (LA)

Under Secmary of Defense (P&R)
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SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE
WASI:4INGTON

lIAR 11 m:g

MEMORA:-IDUM FOR UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (pERSONNEL '" REArliNES~)

SUBJECT: Medal of Honor RecommendanoD for CbiefMastcr Scrgcani Richard L. Eti!hlje;g,a

( reo,.;ewed your concerns surrounding the Medal of Rongr~c¢ation for..CN~f

Master S"lleanl (CMSgt) Richard L. ,'Etchberget. 'Per)'OUr r.commondal!oQ, <:oQlo<;ts'Wj11t1llO'
remai~ witnesseses were .made, and additional eviderrce is Itt,,~ which:.!upports &J..fr
Force's case to upgrade CMSgt Etchberg7r's Air Force Cross to lh~·Medal ofHonor. "

The Air Force renewed its attempt to contact all indivi.d~s wit,b fiJ'lt·hmd kno~e:.gf
CMSgt Etchbergcr" actio'" at Uma Site 85 in LIlOS to i:otrobonte lhe facts i:oD~.ioiQl"Ali
Force Ctoss and the original eyewitncss statements provided in the.Medal ofHooor,p~ ... ~.:
Air Fore< made repeated attempts via phone, email andr.gi3lcred.ni4il to cooIildMr.X'b>~
and Mr. Loy "Rusty" Irons, rhe pilot and Oighten~ of rhe hoU<Qpt... rh.t"'cued'qtillI,~ _
Etchhergcr, and rhe three orher survivor> Ihat moming from Site 85 in"Lao,.... wtIJA$'€M~)
·Francis 'Cfranlc" Roura., the Fil'3"t Sergeant and likely Medal ofHQI;1or "teco~eAd.ation:aut1ioi', ·Mr.
Wood gave a telephone interview as well as aeqt &;\.~1 COl1ceming the events ~t 4~, wheJ:r#S
Mr. trans gave a telcpbone interview ofhis recoUections~ After unsuccessfully-trying ~d;lo:avli·~
phooe me:ssage for CMSgt Roln, we were able to confinn. that be rec;e;ved:bis registcred·retl:lJl'"m
January 2009 but, to date, bas not responded to our request for information.

Additionally, the Air For« reviewed the book OM Day Too Long by Dr. TimQtby..castle.-as.
well as a North Viernamese Anny report titled"Ratd 011 the ·'TACA.N" Site AtOp Pha-'nti"MCRl~
by a Military Region Sapper Team: and foWld addirioml) corroborating statements from both
friendly L".S. forces, as well as North Vietnamese Army accounts of lhe battle. These stalemeilts"
show CMSgt Etchberger and survivorn were under attack all night through the helicopttn"C$(;y~ lb.e
following morning. Furthennore, only CMSgt Etchbcrge:r was able: 10 return fire, even whllcihis
wounded comrades were ·Ioaded on the: rescue beHcoptef first, 1d.Uing one en~)' sapper. be.tore1x.e,
was fatally woWlded upon his entry onto the helicopter.

Based on this infonnation. [ strongly recommend you review the evidence provided and
fOIWard the package to the Secretary of Defense and the ·President of the United Stat~ for4W~ of
the Medal ofHonor 10 CMSgt Etchbcrger's family,

Attachments:
1. Di_ties Response
2. SUb:stmltiatiDg Information

~~D '
, Mich.el B, Donley I
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TALKL'IG PAPER

ON

PliRPOSE

RESPONSE. TO DOD CONCERNS

REGARDI~GCMSGT ETCHBERGER'S

MEDAL OF HONOR NOMlNATION

To address USD (P&R)'s concerns with subject Medal of Honor (MoH) comination

BACKGROUND

[n 2006, a package was submitted to upgrade (to the MoH) CMSgt Etcbberger's 1969
posthumous Air Foree Cross (AFe) awarded for h..is action at Site 85 in Laos on March II, 1968.
The primary basis for the upgrade request was that the AFe was chosen rather than consideration
for the MoH due to the classified and politically sensitive nature arSite 85 operations.

Despite strong support from AF COS, SEeAF, CJCS and an approved congressional waiver of
time standards, by memorandum dated 2 Dec 08. USD (P&R) retUrned subject nomination with
directions to attempt to contact specific potential witnesses to determine whether they could
provide "clarifying'information regarding CMSgt Etehberger's actions," These witnesses
included the rescue helicopter pilot (Mr. Ken Wood) and flight engineer ("Rusty"lrons) and the
individual who reportedly wrote the Medal of Honor nomination (Mr. Roura). That memo also
recommended reviewing a recent publication (Ont Day Too Long) to determine ifthe~ were
other individuals who should be contacted regarding this MoH nomination. lastly, the memo
had an attachment with a list of"discrepancies'~ identified by the action officers at 080, which is
the basis for the clarification efforts directed by USO (P&R).

DISCREPA!'ICIES, RESPO;>fSE AND ADDmONAL I:'>IFOR.l\1ATlON

Air Rescue Communication Issue
This discrepancy is between the AFC citation that credits CMSgt Etchberger with directing air
strikes and calling for air rescue on his emergency radio which allowed the rescue force to locate
the surrounded friendly element and certain witn~s statements. Specificalty, witness Daniel
stated he had the only operating radio and ,was,working the rescue forces (SANDY flight) while
the highly suspect witness Sliz (see attachment, Credibility ofSli2.) has lold varying accounts,
but eventually took credit for working with the S.4NDY forces.

Response
\Vben conlacted as suggested, Ihe helicopter pilot (Wood) indicates that he used'smoke from a
flare to gain 8 visual on the surv,ivoI'S' position on his initial approach to the rescue site. This

: 1,_, -'



stalement does claritY bow the rescue pilorsighted the sucyrvOt'3. but a complete review of the
credible witnesses' statements (See altachment, Direction ofAirpower) establishes that the
citation is still c:ssentialty correct in crediting CMSgt Elchberger wiili making the difficult and
dangerous decision to have Daniel use the survival radio to call suppressive airpower right in on
the site. Without effective Suppressive tire; the rescue helicopter might not have been in a
poSition to locate the survivors, or even attempt the rescue. 1be citation correctly describes
CMSgt Etchberger's actions. The fact that the citation should have said .Ian survival radio and
not "his" survival radio is nol a signifi~t inconsistency.

Exposure to Fire Issue
This discrepancy noles that the citation credits CMSgt Etcbberger with deliberately exposing
himself to enemy fue, whereas the statements of Col (Rei) Clayton, Daniel and Sliz maU. no
mmtion (emphasis added) ofsuch exposure.

Response
While first noting that a failure lo mention something is not itself an inconsistenc~, it is beyond
r~onable dispute that the tactical situation, and the statements included in the MoH package
and related in OM Day Too Long, as well as in enemy after~action repons, establish that CMSgt
Elchberger exposed himself to enemy fire, and in fact, could not have placed· his men on the
helicopter rescue hoist without doing so.

The tactical situation bad very little, or no, cbws:t ofsurprise, evasion or misdirection. Enemy
forces, site members and the crew knew what was going to happen, an attempted helicopter
rescue. They also knew the friendly forces would be most vulnerable when the helicopter was
slowed, or hovering. with the crew m~ber:s ao4 ~berger literally having their hands fuJI
loading the wounded on. the helicopter's hoist.

The attachment has a significant number of statements and quotations from One Day Too Long
(some reiterated when recently contacted by phone consistent with usn (P&R}'s direction) that
document that CMSgt Etehberger rook fire through the night. fended off the enemy with his
weapon to try and PlOlect comrades and the chopper and was fatally shot as the enemy
predictably closed in for their last best chance to prevent the rescue.

Medal ofHonor versus AFC Cross Issue :,.<'
Another purported discrepancy is that the member was nominated for the Air Force Cross and
did not experience a Headquarters directed MoH downgrade for security or political reasons.

Response
This issue can be conclusively addressed and resolved. The upgrade package never pu~rted
tbatthis was a formal, downgraded MoH nomlnatioD. As the statements in-the attachment
establish, there was some preliminary gathering of infonnation and statements and di!icussion of
a MoH nomination, but the evidence is clear this wa3 a nomination for the AFC. At the time of
award, there was opinion expressed at AF-senior leadership level that a MoH nomination would
not be appropriate or feasible, but Lhat someday a MoH should be considered. This package is
thaI consideration.

2
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SUMMARY

USD (P&R) concerns have been addressed and all reasonable efforts to contact the fonner
members identified in its 2 Dec 08 memorandum bave been expended. Further efforts to
reconstruct this incident through IDOre eyewitness stattments will not shed further light on the
discrepancies identified. As in aJmost all such incidents, the historical record will always have
some contradictions and information gaps~

CONCLUSION

The record docl1Dlents thal CMSgl Elchberger gallantly fought off a numerically superior enemy
force over several hours, made decisions in directing airstrikes on LS 85, then without regards to
his own life, loaded his two wounded teammates and one additional unwounded survivar, one by
one, onto an Air America helicopter rescue hoist while exposed to enemy fire, giving his life ac;
he entered. the helicopter. Thus, (he available record supports the upgrade to the MoR.

RECOMMENDATION

SEeAF forward attached package to the Secretary of Defense with a recommendation that
CMSgt Etchberger's Air Force Cross be upgraded to the Meda16fHonor.

)



Attachment - Slibst2Atiatineloformation

Credibility and BiaJ ofSliz
There is considerable doubt cast upon the testimony given by Maj (ret) Stan Sliz account in the
article The Soldier's StQry: Vietnam in Th~ir ~n Words, by Ron SteHman (attachment 3 - Tab
1,3 of original MOH pkg), based on information given in the book One Day Too LQng, by Dr:
Castle.

• Dr. Castle, states "Over the years, Sliz has recowlted somewhat different
versions of the events that terrifying morning. I have, therefore. relied mostly
on testimony he provided just two years after the fact and the recollections of
the other survivors...Oddly, in recent interviews, 8Hz has said little about Dick.
Etchberger's actions (p. 294, note 67)."

• Castle's book also state~ Sliz has also displayed som~ bitterness about the
level ofp03t-attack recognition, telling an NBC News interviewer"And all I
got out ofil was a Purple Heart [inedal) and a pat on the back (p. 295, note
67)."

• Indications are that "Sliz passed out soon after the battle raged due to his
wounds (One Day Too Long, p.123)."

• ,Sljz says he was talking to flare ship crew on his sUrvival radio (attachment J .
Tab I, 3 of original MOH pkg) but lohn Daniel said he had only working radio
(attachment 2)

Direction of Airpower
Even [hough lohn Daniel's statement (attachment 2 - Tab I, 4; dated April 12,2005 of original
MQH pkg) states "I had the only radio that worked and J was talking (sic) to the aircraft
C'SANDY" Flight A-IE's) if I recall oo""clly."

-.'.; .
• In the sentence prior, he does state "Dick (Etchberger1Dever gol hit during

this time and was directing me (emphasis added) on what was taking place
and what to do." .. , ....

• In the sentence after, he says, "Oick (ElChbergerl and J decided that we
needed them to drop their ordinance (sic) on top of the hill (LS-85) as therewno evidence of life there, except of(sic) the ones shooting at us."

• These statements show CMSgt Etchberger was in fact, making decisions with
John Daniels regarding where the aircraft should place their ordnanct: which
constitutes the act ofdirecting, then letting John Daniels talk. to the aircraft on
the radio while he (Etchberger) continued to fight otrthe enemy,

• Mr. Ken Wood, Air America helicopter pilot for the initial rescue (Teleoon
interview 18 Oect:mber 2008) confinned the accoWll of the rescue in the book
One Day Too·Long. He noted that the smoke from the flare had already been
"popped" giving him a visual on the survivor's position on the side of the cliff
as he was making his initial approach to the rescue site;,

4
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Corrobor:ltiOD of Exposure to Fire
The followir.g eyewitness statements and excerpts from a North Vietnamese after action report
and the book One Day Too Long corroborate the original AFC citation statement.

lohn D..,iel states (attachment 2 - Tab I, 4 oforiginal MOH pkg) that "We
were under fU'c all night and still under fire when the chopper arrived. The
Chief and myself (sic) wen: the only ones to mount any kind ofdefense. I was
unable to do much as I bad both legs with gunshot wounds and was unable to
move about. The Chief was laying down a pretty good field of fire and keeping
lhem offof us. Here comes the chopper and he gets u.s all loaded and then
himself."

• "Based on the recoUectiow of Sian Sliz and Jobn Damel, 'W'ho said they
witnessed their colleague fight off the North Vietnamese forces and repeatedly
risk personal exposure to enemy fire as be placed each of the wounded men on
the rescue hoist. Roura wrote a recommendation that Etchberger receive the
MedaJ of Honor(One Day Too Long p. 151)."

• "Hours after their rescue and the death of Etchberger, Sliz and Daniel described
the sergeant's heroic efforts to save his comrades (p. 294, note 67)."
According to Mr. Ken Wood, Air America helicopter pilot in the rescue
chopper (via Telecon interview 18 December 2008) added tolcoofrrmed the
account in the book One Day Too Long:

o "We had hoisted two survivors into the helicopter and it
was during the last hoist that we began taking enemy
grow1d. fire. We were 'sitting ducks' at that point so I
decided, for safety of the crew and passengers, to "bug
out" but Rusty [Irons] (his Flight Engineer working the
hoist) told him there were still survivors being hoisted up.
We then took additional ground fire as the last survivors
were entering the helicopter and sunnised that's when
CMSgt Etehberger was hit."

• Accordiog to Mr. Loy "Rusty" Irons, Air America helicopter Oight engineer in
the rescue chopper (Telecon interView 29 January 2(09) added tolconfinned
accounts in the book One Day Too Long:

o "r was focused on the hoist and didn't see any enemy or
. bear any shooting that I can recall. Again, 1 was focused on

the hoist operation, and only saw the guys coming up the
hoist onto the helicopter and out of there safely. I did see
the .last guy, who WASn't wounded (presumably CMSgt
Etcliberger), destroy his. weapon on the ground before
coming up the boist,whieh was a heads up move to keep it
from.the enemy. The.n, shortly after we began hoisting him
up we began to take enemy ground fire. I didn't see where

5
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it came from but E. heard the gunfire and saw several holes
in the floor (of the helicopter) and blood. Apparently, ODC

of the rounds came up through the floor, through my
weapon and hit the last guy we brought up. ( found out later
that he died."

• There were two North Vietnamese accounts of the battle that addressed the
fight for LS 85 and the helicopter rescue; One from. the book One Day Too
Long, the oilier from Raid on 1M "TA-CAN" Site AlOP Pha~Thi Mountain by a
Military Rtgion Sapper Team on JJMarch J968.

• These documents show, from the enemy viewpoint, that CMSgt Etchberger was
exposed (0 a wilhering enemy fire during the fight for the LS 85 and that they
(Truong Muc's enemy sapper cell) fired upon the rescue helicopter as he loaded
the wounded on ilie rescue line and eVeD grabbing another survivor that came
our ofnowhe~ (William Husb~)_

• [n One Day Too Long, the North Vietnamese Sapper team Ceu 1 commander,
1LITruong Muc, said:

•

•

a "AI about 9:00 AM... the bombing ended and a
helicopter arrived to rescue one American from a ledge
on the cliff below the TACANlTSQ site. Muc says that
one of his men attempted to prevent the rescue, and
W3.! shot and killed by either the American on the
ground or the rescue force. The rest of the Vietnamese
leam then fired upon the helicopter but failed 10
prevent the re.oovery·(p: 125)."

Mr. "Rusty" Irons said. during a telephone interview 29 January 2009, that. "I
had a weapon with me but I didn't use it because I was too busy hoisting the
survivors into the·helicopter."

Raid on the "TACAN" Sire Atop Pha·Thi Mountain by a Military Region
Sapper Team on JI March J968 reports:

o "At 0415 hours, after losing the TACAN, the enemy
ran out and hid in the rock crevices... they used their
rapid fire assault ri~ and hand grenades and
organize~ a counterattack to try to retake the
TACAN... the fighting continued fairly violently
(p.16)."

1",'

a "At 0900 hours. one helicopter dropped a line down
near the TACi\N site and rescued. three wounded
enemy. We WCR: la{lgled up in the mountain, so we
fired on it without hitting it (p. 16)."

"

• : ~ i" .. _ '•.
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• CMSgt E:chberger was the only survivor, in that immedi.ate area, thal had a
weapon and both Sliz and Daniel credit him with holding off the enemy_

o SSgt Daniels' written statement that they were under fire aU night and
when the helicopter arrived, Mr. Irons' assertion that he didn't fire his
weapon or even see any enemy soldiers (from the helicopter) coupled
with Lt Mue's (NVA) statement that, "One ofltis men was killed by
either the American on the ground of the rescue force," shows that it
was the"American on the ground that most likely killed his mao during
the rescue. The only American in the area that had and was able to use a
weapon during the rescue was CMSgt Etchberger, thus supporting the
AFC aCCOlUlt that he was under fire during the rescue attempt.

Background on Air Force Cross Submiuion
All documentation shows that the recommendation that reached the VCSAF's office nominated
CMSgt Etchberger for the AFC not the MoH (attachment 4 • Tab I. I oforiginal MOH pkg).

• SSgt Daniels' written statement Per Col (Ret) Gray's statement (attachment 4 ~

Tab I, I of original MOH pkg), he verbally recommended an upgrade oflhe AF
Cross package he reviewed for the VCSAF to the MoH but it was not fonnally
upgraded due to the sensitive nature of the operation and politics at the time.
CMSgt (Ret) Roura and Lt Col (Ret) Clayton claim to have submitted MoH
recornmendati9RS (One Day Too Long, p. 1511 attachment 4 • Tab I, I of
original MOH pkg). There is no record of who changed the MoH
recommendation to an AFC. . .
Col ClaytOn called Col Armstrong 29 Jan 09 with the following information via
telephone interview:

..• '.... .
o "I [Col Clayton] verbally interviewed the survivors upon their return.

There was nothing written down and no paperv.·ork kept due to the
secrecy of the operation. [ verbally pa5St:d my reconunendalion for the
MoH to the Office of Special Plans, Col John Moore (ret). This office
was closed during the (President) Carter administration and all
paperwork was de$troyed. CMSgt Rowa also interviewed the
witnesses, YoTOtc the MoH and probably hand-carried this through the
Office ofSpeeial plans, but you'd have 10 talk. to him about that."

• All attempts to contact CMSgt Roura and Col (Ret. Grey) through telephone
and registered mail have been unsuccessful. "

, .... !:', .., . 7



BULLET· BACKGROUND PAPER
ON

OOD ADDITJONALCONCERN

CMSGT ETCIIBERGER'S

~lED"'L OF HONOR (MOR) NOMJNATJON

PURPOSE

To~(U an additional ~SI? (p&R)'seon~with subjCet MOH riomination

BACKGROUND

CwrraUly apacl<all!' to "Pp. (to !lui MOJ!jCMsgt Blchborgct'. iS59p>S1hllOlO'; Ai. Fo",.
CJQSS (APG)awardcd for his.selioa it Sitc'851n,LaOs QD.~h J 1.l9t$.8 jS pending.. -The.
primDiy"basiri fur Ul.C upgrade request was "that fho: AFC was chosen rether than considentk>n-for
thCMOH'due 10 the ela.ssifitd. aQ(f.po1i~~!y aensit~v~ natur.eo.fSiJe -.s.~tions .

... .
~ilJ. ~ng support from AF COS, SE¢AF..CI.~ '."!1~n~ved congressional wa~ of
tirm: standardS. by memorartdum.-dated2.pee 08...QS.O(fAR), 'retu,r::a~ s.ubjtlC\ nO~tiOt1 with
din:elion:J 10 l)ltempt (0 OOBtllCI speqfio polenli.il witnesses: 10 determine whethec lheYcoUtd
provide "elnrifYina iaronruiti,on regarding CMSgt Etchb£rger's actiOns", "That memo also
recomm~ed revil;wing a reeeni publicetioo~. fJay Tco.,wlJg) to ddennine. if-there- were
otJrer individullJs who should be aoatadc<.l n:JWttiD3 thi$ MOR oOlQination. Lastly,!he. metJ)(J
~~ fllrltChmmJ with-alist of~discrepancie:s'"itlenlifred trY d1e.ac60n ofiicce.s1.l OSD. which
are the bui,'for ffic: clariftcatkm efforts diI«:l~ by USD (P~)

ByieHerdated Mar~h24. i~. ~ryDonley.ddreued lhe conceros.apd" di6Clepalwit3:
idMiified in Ibe Dr Chu m.en19. tJSD {p'le ·~H~a.ve .n9W~ SAF/MRB tQ a4dtes.S.A ~eetn
ideri.tffied· in- en earlier ieial ~iew that w.as nol included in t,bc'prior memo. That COilcem is
whr.therCMSgl: Etcbb«gec was ainember oflhc Air Force wjlhin thcmetl.l1ilt8 of the statule
au~Dg lbe Medal ofHOCiOr..

.. :"

illSCUSSJoN AND ANALYSTS

Thtrt is convincing eyidenco ~tlt ~S&t ~:8et was. m:embtrofr,he Air Farce 8J1~·the

only evidenc;e lhal Contradicts this conclusion are'CElvef docnm(:JltJ.md e cOmplex arrangement
to previde a poliHcaJlyn~ry subterfuge to.lI~ plausible dcniabiliCy .

Do~umcp;t, a~!i Indicia of SUihlS II an Air Poru Mcmbe.:-

SAF!MRMs7-3131n Apr 09

. .
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Annat and c:xpcclLd to engage in alleas.t defensive combat operations (vioJalion ofGeneva
Convention for CivHims)"

Casualt)' report 1i31ed' ~im as active duty, present fur duty and assigne4 to a rnili.ta~)' orgtmintion

His rank lmd authority was retO~ And ex«dsed milua,ry control over olher site members
not: just supervision

top Seer« memoTlndwn ofagreemenls were ~gned with all members tbat govemed the terms.
and conditiOlls oftbeir lIerv1ce . .

Descnooo by the president ofLockheed Airline Services: (LAS) flS employment arrangement
n~ (0 give "Civilian" stmus (0'nuill~personnel nece.ssar.y to undcttak~ the !l\ission.
Note :Hepollhe wOt'd clvilitm in quotation ~r~ (pag~ 39,'One Day rOd Long)

, ,

.. '·1 ,., 1 ... ,., _. "

~ocan4um of~enl<P.lBeI 43-45, OM.Day Tog Lon8)l.Je!ef:s: to members serving
under"th~documefltalion ofbeing sri l,AS.emplo)'c.c" .1lpt'Ovided ih.~t if a ~mbt;reomp1eterl

the ass1smnent~ an military records' would bc.COf'T"OC.led to lIhow continuOuS- n1iilillUy sfirvicc
(inclUding ~p(opnate'prortlQtipQ5) Md tb_at if1C~'at ~!ie sit~. the pape~otk wQ~I.f;tjndieate Aj1
fore........ (As tlte «,.ally roportfur CMSgl El<l1~ in1ilct 4;4)

In 1967 SAFIMR, IN'William ~11tle, """"gedtlte~.rll",,"~.I~'
retroactively to "Show a1nfWOOuS ~ilita"ry JerVicse (OM~ too Lmtg, P 161)

. ,.
Ot,ber F~C:~OT

In See1ion ill ofP.\.lbl~Law1'04-106 eongre,ss:iqUed a time Uotitwlivef (or submitting awards
.fOr adlieveroent, or service pedormed'in caoying out miJi.tuy intelligence dutics'during the
period beginning on January I• .1940. and·endinj on December31 , 1990-00 allow a: spccia.l
review. lliis I~ recognu:ed the seerecy imQ1YCd in such activities led to many inacCurate or
incomplete mi~itaty reeordll that prc¥e~~ly $1bmi!sjbn o.tCQns,idC~Iiq!1.· By li.IJl'fQsy. this is
a case ofa secret 8greelllttntluout ueatil!A illrcnl.lon!'tly m!$Ic&ling records as to status-;,

Evidence o(-Contrael Status

~eed·i.1sDcdCOfl~api(opns and badges bul'~ no con1lqJ ov.e,r toor ~cifvities.
This was pnrt ofan eahaqced rover plan 10 argue they~ co!1tract ~playee... ~lled 10
Geneva Convention slaWS if~p'tured. since nc1ive duly members p"erforming military QllC£8.tionS·
in taoS would vlolalc'Oe;,eva A~cords .~lld rnffitary·rnembers Just \vearing cOntraclor ~nifonns
and carrying ide:ntimilJioil cards.(8O ca.Ued sball"Ow cover) could be ex.ecuted (page. 37 0178 Day
Too Long) , ".. ,

SUMMARY
Fam and conduct .sho~)d .~·etennl~ the conclusion oot a nIle paper trail. CMSgt Elcbbetger
died., a llulihlry member fighting8.n4 was an.LAS cmpio~ on paper only. H~~ been
recogniZed ~s an. Air fOTOe,~ tAS, bero for a.genemtion. The Medal OfHcnor is $acr~ but
SAflMRBl851-31 J.1/2 Ap, 09

, "



,....

DO ,reasonable person would objecl 10 awerdil\8 illo him because ofa ,flimsy cover story [hat lle
was all US emploYee.

RECOMMI!ND"TlON

That USD (P and R) aceepllbj, ai\4Jysis~ adequately .~ifJ& !h~ $jl!ttus concem.

. ' II, I r.. ". .
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· _.--------

Chief Etchberger Med~1 otilill)or Processlng,-'T"lm""'e"'li"'""e --,

BACKGROUND

In 1969, Chief - 5eIge;1nt (CMSgt)~~---~------- -.J
his action "t Site 85/n l<1f?S on Hardt 11, 1968..

In 2006. a package was submitted to upgnl.de this award to the MoH (Medal of Honor) based upon
Indications that It was classified and politically sensitIVe due to the nature of Site 85 operations that
prevented a submission for the MOH In the 1%8 tlme frame.

I
o All of the original information used In the AJr Foree Cross package in 1969 was not available,

most ~kefy due to the classified nature of the operatlorJ

o Per notarized letter from Col (Retired) Ruffin Gray, VCSAF (VICe Chief of Staff AIr Force)
Executive OffICer at the time, Gen John O. Ryan belIeved the nomination warranted upgrade
to the MoH. but could not be submitted as such due to classrrtcatlon. Presumably the leaders
at the time decided on the Af Ccoss as the awoptiate award until such time that it could be
upgraded after the operational declassificaUon.

_ • ~ .:, :., i.,

The pocXage to upgrade used the alation from the OI1glnal submission of the Air Force Cross.

f!y memorandum, dated 2 Dec OS, USD (P&.R) [Under Secretary 01 Defense (Personnel and
Readiness)), returned subject nomination with directions to attempt. to contact specific potential
witnesses ancfconsider a recent publication (One Day Too lOf1!/J to better substantiate statements In
the proposed award otatlon.

On 2 De:: 08 SEeM (5eaetary fA the AIr Force) tasked AF/OIA (Assistant to the VIce Oller of Statf of
the AIr Force) to put together a smaR team led by a GO/SES (General Officer/senior Executive
5eMce) to conduct an appropriate fo/low-up"and'lOdt down the package. Alter conversations with
SAF/MR (Seaetary of the AIr Forte/Manpower and Readlness), SECAF has transferred that tasking
back to SAF/MR and SAF/MRB (SAf Personnel Counal).

PROCESSING HISTORY

1. 10 Aug 2006: the M- Decorations Board (,tfOO - SAF/MRBP) considered CMSgt Etchbefger's MoH
nominaoon

2. 18 Oct 2006: SSS and MoH package was fOlWarded through SAF/MR to SECAF

3. May 2007: SECAF signed SSS for the MoH package

4. 23 Aug 2007: VOCS Slgned SSS tor the MoH package

S. Oct 2007: OSO P&R ActJon OffICer provided draft 2 Oct 07 DUSD{MPP) Info Memo to the SAF
Personnel Council (SAF/MRBP) for additional Information, dariflCZltion of inconsistencieS, Induslon of
time waiver requirement JAW 1ltJe 10, Sec 1130, and signature of Des (Chahman, joint Chiefs of
Staff) ....ersus 'fCles (Vice ChaIrman, Jolnt Chiefs of staff).

6. Oct 2007: SAF/MRBP mntacted Af HlstoricaJ'Rbearch N;Jerq (AfHRA) for additional" Information,
but they d"1d not have any additional Information spedfk to CMSgt Etdlberger. AFHRA pro'lided a
copy of Project OiECO report. whldl Included Information on the actual attack on lXna SIte 8S. but
nothing that would strengthen the MoH package.

7. Oct 2007: OSD (P&R) AD (through 000 Office of General Counsel (OGC) Office) notified SAF/MRBP
to work through SAF/Ll (Secretary of the Air Force Legls!atJve liaison) to get a time waiver reqoest.
Tine waNer was Induded In FY09 NOAA (Natfonal Defense Authorization Pd).

1..,



Chief Etchberger Med.

8. Oct 2007: SAF/MRBP received an bin w.l$gl 001001 S wluteS$ Staletnefl( o:any""5l<:JUTJg-tllcn,---1
"'we were under fire all night and still under fire when the chopper arrived...The Chief was laying
down a pretty good field of fire and keeping them off d us. Here comes the chopper and he gets us
aU loaded and then himself..... This Information was forwarded to OSO (PaR) Action offICer (AO).

9. 12 Oct 2007: SAF/MRBP derennined AF would ask OSD to continue to revlew award nomination
with the additional [nformation: TSgt Daniel's witness stat~, OCS signature on the pad@ge, and
time waIVer. This was seen as a reasona~ effort and adequate to address concerns in draft. memo.

10. 28 Jul 2008: in accordance with~ reqUE;St, OCS signed the MoH nominatkm package (VClCS
had previously signed 23 Aug 07)

11. Jul 2ooB: aft.er acs signed MoH package. it required SEW to re-sign the MoH package so that his
signature was after CJCS signature

12. 2 De<: 2008: received OSD request for addltfona[ clarifying information
. "",

"13. 5 Dec 2008: SAF/MRB to review and respond to 050 inconsistency requests

H. 19 Dec 2008: SAF/MRB r6pOOded to 0$0 inc:ollSistency requests via BBP to SAF/MR
- ".' ,

15. 9 Jan 2009: SAF/MR requested iSdPItionallnfonnatiori, SAF/MRB provfded information as requested

16. 30 Jan 2009: SAF/MRB prepared updated BBP addressing 050 inconsistency requests

17. 11 Mar 2009: SECAf HemorandOOI to USO(P&R) addressed concerns in USD(P&R) 2 Dec 08 Memo

18. 19 Mar 09: Mr. (b){6) (G~lS, OSD PM OMP) sent eman stating "he had many questions for the (b){6)
Air Force.... and wanted a meeting scheduled

'(')(6) -, J(')(6) -.,

19. March 2009: MRB personnel had tejec~OI1~f~er~.~nce:,W~I~lh~M~r~.I=::~ "':nd:',:;I::;;;;;:~J'ITom.::..~O:SD.:..P:&R:...--.
1(b)(6) -.

20. 10 Apr 2009: Mr., lemailed

(bX5)

21. 30 Apr 2009: the MoH nomlnatfon package was forwarded to ClCS for re-ooordioation

22. 7 May 2009: The package was In coordination at OSO and OCS. A letter signed by Mr. Donley to
be attached to the package was sent to MRS....

23. September 2009: The package was awaiting USC (P&R) signature prior to moving to the Office of
the SeeDer.

24. 7 December 2009: The award package recommendalioo is at USC (P&R) front office. A specific
course or actiOn to free up package for further movement up the chain rK command is not certain.

. ( ~

25. 10 December 2009: The MOH recommendation was endorsed by Ms. McGuinn In her capacity as
. USD (P&R)...next stop is the Offlc~ of the $ec0ef... '.'

26. 11 December 2009: The package offldany left the confines 01 the Pentagon.

27. 15 Jan 2010: SAFPC learns that package.has reached the White House Military Office

2
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