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MEl\!IO TO: Secretary RU~ 

FROM: Paul Wolfowit 

DATE: November 23, 2004 

SUBJECT: Ties Among Anti-Iraqi Groups 

Don, 

The attached biography of 
there is among former regime eJe 
regime. 

'P"'lMim~~tes how much overlap 
/pi d even the Syrian 

Admittedly, we know very little about how these groups coordinate their 
activities. And we do know that they focus on preserving operational security by 
working through secret cells that don't know too much about one another. 

However, with characters like Kharbit at the upper levels of the operation, I 
think one has to assume that there is a good deal of coordination among the 
different elements. It's a mistake to treat the Salafists' and Saddamists' activity in 
Iraq as separate and distinct streams of activity. 

... 



BIO 'NFORMATION ON MUDHtR KHARBfT (SMRElIMe",. 

~'.'H~ PUrPose. To prnwj(> nEP~FCDFF :lv(1il(lhlp 
"'!)llr.'pl" infnr'Il'.>hr>n on ~heikh Mtldhlr Ahril:! K;Jr~f!m l/l,nh 
(DIl\V;lh) :,I·Kh;,rj)lt ;'l1·Kh;-,hfaw! 

(U) I~~ Non'" 

I tS ...... tr+ Bottom Line 

• ""P4' "\ "!t.!fb,· t!','~'" hl<; w~;l"fl htl~lnpss .• 1Jlolnhal 
r "n"I"·!.nn·. In (;,, "i';'It~ "\<~I"qf~l1t Il[)O':ltlrlll!, III At Anh," 
P'f)v"jpnr:1' 

• ~ Kt,arhlt IS ,1 trlh:llleader :lnd hlll'lnp.~S mnn \V'111 n 
Malln·llk'" 1l~lwor~ Hr> h<'lS conn~ctlOr'lS 10 smllQQltn9 ;md 
.,1I,,0("! 'nv"fvE'rTlPr.t 'n Ihp. Oil for Food S~~'nc1~1 

;. ~·/UP"Kr.lrhll ha~ r:r)/lI'lP.CIK)oS 1(llhp. f(lm1P' mCllm" anti 
W:l<, 1;1~.~ If!port('(j to tw' opPr:1tinq 'rom ArTllT1;1n . .Iornan 

~) Background. 
•. t_'~~ I\h.,rbii 1$ mflOrtcdty a key faclhtotor Of Insurgent 

npemtions In wp.5tem IraQ HIS poWer hase IS centered In 
F ;,IIt1jHh ;Jnd Ar-Ramadl where he is an Important tribal leader 
;'Inc! h"f,tn('~.S m;tn Hf' rl:>nortecfly IOllndcr! 111(' ';ul"d poIJlIc:al 
f1;U~V, T hf' "';.thon;tl F· 10111 for Ihe L ibN;lllcm of Iraq. w!llCh had 
;II' ,mil ·Cnah'ioll pbtr'lm1 Khnrhil IS also pOSSlhly 
il<;SOC':I:lh:d Wllh Ah!J MlIsLlb <l1·Z;lrqawt's nctwork t~rou~h thp 
ft 1f1(1in~l of AMZ ~"~OCI;:Jt(! Um~r I-Iaold 

• (oI'!'~I~1 0" 1" .IM 04 Cl');:llition force~ r<fl~c! Khamll's how.:~c 
;lIlrl rlr-t'llnerl ,"~JY1hOrs of hiS f:lfTlIly The raids on his home 
r"'v~;)I"(' r11r~C':t slJrr.nr1 nf ,"s"r~lpnt nrmml,f)lIs. Indud'nq 
r:ar .... ,.H~ ('\f V.'I'OP'!""" 

• t ~:"f41" i k.h;~1 hll w;~s (I 1'10<'''' Hssnrl::!tp of Ih~ s.<tclci::lm HU!'SP11l 
I;I!1lllv :lfill 011,(', 1'1p",llf~r~ of thn form~r rcqtnl(' Icad~rsh'p 
1-11' I'. ,,,,[',, ... ,,1 I" "':1VI' ,,,t('maht:'nal rpl';:atinnc<h,"c< 

1)l:~ SO.Sr(. §~"){~) 

dD5 U.S.C. § 552(b)~ 

Date: 19 NOV 04 SIiCP5iT'~IOF9q"f''-'''!'' I 1ft 

trihal .1nd hm;inos<; cOI1Per.ltnn~ I" IfI"llIf'" :t f"":1II=I"1 .' I', 
Pre!'Idpnl I\~Hd (\1 SYrla HI' IS ":P~'1"'!I\ 'nll'" , 1"," ••. 

b~!)rll"g Ih~ nf'v:t d~( ~"tnl of ~, lr: 

• ~"t"'" Kharbll <; fanl11y own~ Ill,· .1! '<h~lr"': C(IIt':'rt"V ' 

!1Iulhmllh(lf1 dOIl;:}r ':m1"rmny h<lc.:r,,! HI I, lfrl:1" 'if' I', ''l~ ·r·;" , .. 

r)f a fof'lU9Qhng anrl f;'/ci"~;J"f)1l '1110 'Jrll",ll")~, P''/,!. ":'" .'" 
orq;1J11:0d Crtn1P '11Iq 1I'.1r111 h'<. '.I'!)I". '. If'q"''':,''''., 1,·"'1',, 
"l<: r,,,,,,:p;-tln,prt 

• j$o't"NF I Dlllln~1111" ~:lrld;I"1 R""'Il'(' hi: Irt'l! w.,~· '''''tlf',.d'·. 
·nvol\,,'·(i II' :;""'lIClI''';J "p'~r Illr~''', I':d ! •••. r ", ''If r. ,(,rl .,. ,,,,'.' 

• mi:f<Fr-Kharolt IS ·n,.. " .... ' .. thlr4rv (;',1,"1 SI,p.""" ,)1 II", k 11"" 

tlltlf'! (1'1£1 h;l~ t)f'PIl !hr~ :(>:J~('r o· ttu' DU'.lvrIV O'"f.-.,(1,:' Y".lI . 

I-fnweVp.r. Kh;:!rhlt t\i",PI! 0\"'1 \h" ... ,· '."'I('~ It, !ltc, ~I"r'r' /I' ,4, 
H;trllln Kl,ctrh,I W!lllp Itp 1<; '11 .Inrr!:'" !I,,, nil';!':'''''' tr,! ... , "" 
"f 'hp "1(1<-1 pIlWI:rl!l"n!I"~ ", "H' ~~II"I1: 1II,<'Iql, ., .... ~ •• ":1", '!. " 

..' ",,!I'on ",l'Il'hp, '. 

• (HntJF-r' Kharhlf '1:1<-; .-1 Wlf(, 'fHll, ('",'ri',,!' l"r' '.1,,'1,· , ,. I 

,f-!l)urtpd to hp In at RanlCldl. '<11;,,"1' ... "n",l,; '!'f)'" .• ' hI' 'r' .. 

I" Jordan !luI Irav,'l<, "'<I\I':1r'" If' :-'1."';1 

~.~:: ... ,,~, ......... 
,. l' o' 

, ll. . " 'I 1 • 

-" .. 
~ .. : 

1" rpr;rrf'r1 bv. 0 
C:!"'1frlin~tp.rl \'1/1'''' 
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aiO iNfORMATiON ON MUUHIK KHARBIT ta'1RI!L'MeFO" 

~ Purpose. To provide DEPSECDEF available 
biaglapi'1c infamation on Sheikh Mudhir Abdul Kareem Thiab 
(Ohiyab) a&-KhaTbit al-Khalifawi. 

(U) ~ None. 

f8IINf) Bottom Une 

• ~wt-l<harbit uses his wealth, business, and tribal 
connectionS to facilitate insurgent operations. in AJ Anbar 
proyidence. 

• of6flNFt Kharbit is a tribal leader and business man with a 
Mafia-like network. He has connections to smuggling and 
alleged involvement in the Oil for Food Scandal. 

• 1S'1Nf) JOlarbit has connections to the former regime and 
was last reported to be operati from Amman, Jordan. 

i&#vI4'" Background. 

• 16flf4Ft Kharblt is reportedly a key facilitator of insurgent 
operations in western Iraq. His power base Is centered in 
FaHujah and Ar-Ramadi where he is an important tribal leader 
and business man. He reportedly founded 1he failed political 
party, The National Front for the Uberation of Iraq, which had 
an anti-Coalition platform. Kharbit is also possibly 
associated with Abu Musab al-Zarqawi's network through the 
funding of AMZ associate Umar Hadid. 

• oEQ'Jt4fitOn 16 Jan 04 Coalition forces raided Kharbit's house 
and detained members of his family. The raids on his home 
revealed dired support of insurgent operations, including 
caches of weapons. 

• 't&'''4f) Kharbit was a close associate of the Saddam Hussein 
family and other members of the former regime leadership. 
He is reported to have 

\)tll S\l.S.(..~ 

«f U.S.C. § 552(b){(.} 
Dite~~nteJ)igenlce J2 

Date: 19 NOV 04 6&GAitiJlNOIiiOANfI2BaG1118 

bibal and business connections. to inaude a friendship with 
President Asad of Syria. He is reportedly interested in 
beooming the next dictator of Iraq 

• -EQrlt4P, Kharbit's family owns the al-Kharbit Company, a 
multimillion doHar company based in Jordan. He is the leader 
eX a smuggling and facilitation ring operating much like an 
organized crime ring, using his family's legitimate businesses 
as concealment. 

• ~fNF) During the Saddam Regime Kharbit was reportedly. 
involved in smuggling operations and the Oil for Food scandal. 

• ~1/t.Ft Kharbit is the hereditary Grand Sheikh of the Kha.ifa 
tribe and has been the leader of the Dulaymy confederation. 
However, Kharbit turned over those duties to his uncle Abdul 
Hamid Kharbit while he is in Jordan. The Dulaymy tribe is one 
of the most powerful tribes in the Sunni triangle with more than 
2 milJion members. 

• ~a/IN'" Kharbit has a wife and 6 children and were last 
reported to be in ar-Rarnadi. Kharbit spends most of his time 
in Jon:fan but travels regularty to Syria. 

Prepared by: 0 
Coordinated with - • "f 
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BIO INFORMATION ON MUOH1R KHARBIT (-SIJRS' 'MG~I) 

t&""" Purpose. To provide DEPSECDEF available 
biographC information on ShefKh Muahlr Abdut Kareom Ttmab 
(Ohiyab) al-Kharbit aI-Khalifawi. 

Date: 19 NOV 04 

tribal and buSlness connections, to Iflcluoo a fnendship With 
Presadent Asad of Syna. He IS repoa l~dly Im~r~SI~d In 
beooming the next dictator of Ir dQ 

(U) ~ None. 

jlloNN.,. I!2!tPm Line 
--------------

• t6f1f4',. Kharbit's family owns the aI-Kharbit Company. a 
mu1timiUion dollar company based In Jordan. He ~ the leadt::r 
of a smugghng and faalnallon nng opdating much like an 
organized aune ring, using his tamlly·~ it:gltUl1me buslne~~ 
as concealment. 

• ~IfNF. KhaI1lIt uses his wealth, busliless. and lflbal 
~ to facddate insurgent operations in AI Anbar 
proVIdence. . 

• ,Sl!~t IS a tribal leader and bUSI08SS man with a 
Mafia-llke network. He has connections to smuggling and 
alleged involvement mlhe Oil for Food Scandal. 

• ~it has conneCllOnS to the former regime and 
was last reported 10 be operating from AIMlan. Jordan. 

.".flNf)· Background. 
• ~t IS reportedly a key facilitator of insurgent 

operations in western Iraq. His power base is CIeIUtad in 
Fallujah and Ar-Ramadl where he is an important 1ribaIleader 
and busaness man. He reportedly founded the failed political 
party, The NatIOnal Front for the liberation 0( Iraq, which had 
an anti-CoalitIOn platform. Kharbil is also possibly 
assOCIated with Abu Musab a1-Zarqawi's network UVough the 
funding of AMZ asSOCIate Umar Hadid. 

• ~tW') On 16 Jan 04 Coalition forces raided Kharbil's house 
and dEl of his family. The raids on his home 
.:.::.;::=_~ire;:::.;ct~ .. uppon 2!Jnsurgent operations. Inctuding· 

pons. 

• ;.i.t'/NfOt Kharblt was a close asSOCIate of the Saddam Hussein 
family and other members of the former regime leadership. 
He is reported to have intemauonaJ r .......... nct. .. nR 

~ SO&.l. §SS"'L(b){C,) 

dJO 8 ..... Y:~plP'ftlnna.~mce J2 
5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(C.) 

• tatl",.,. Dunng the Sac1dam RegIme KhcllOIl wa~ rt::pollt::(]IY 
involved in smuggling operations and the 011 lor Food scanOdI. 

• tslII4f)- Khari)il i~ the hereditary Grand Sheakh of the Khailla 
tribe and has been the leader of the Dulaymy QlIlfedttrabDn. 
However, Kharbit turned over thOse du1Jes to his unde Abdul 
Hamid Kharbil while he IS in Jordan. The Dulaymy tribe IS one 
of the most powerful trlbas in the Sunni triangle with mora lhan 
2 million members. 

• tsfnrfP) Kharbil has a wife and 6 cnildren and were last 
reported 10 be 1(1 ar-Ramadi. Kharblt spends most of hIS lInlt= 
In Jordan but travels regularly to Sy~ DEct..ASSIPle IN !lULL 

Authority. EO 13526 

~='m~rDv.WHS 

., ." 
Prepared by: 0 
Coordulated with 

~ ~~(. §s;nlb)(~i lCOS.e. '11'1 

~ 5 U.S.C. § 552(bX*>j 1OU.\.t.'tl.'1 
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-fall,"") MUDHIR AL-KHARBIT: Key insurgent leader, 
financier, business man and tribal leader based in Ar
Ramadi .•. resides in Jordan ... controls great wealth 
derived from family business and smuggling. 
is/IN., ACTIVITIES: Funds insurgent activities in the al
Anbar Governorate and Baghdad •.. supports New Ba'ath 
Party activities ... not ideologically bound but pragmatically 
focused on ascending to power ... reportedly involved with 
oil for food scandal ... spends most of his time in Jordan 
but travels regularly to Syria. 

taM-.. , ASSOCIATIONS: Saddam appointed family leaders of Khal Tribe of the 
Dulaymi Confederation .. .involved in rivalry with traditional tribal leaders of 
Khalifa .•. family owns multimillion-dollar Kharbit Company headquartered in 
Jordan ... ties to Saddam and multiple former regime personalities ... well 
connected to key regional figures. 

ASSESSMENT: Tribal pasition,·business connections and personal 
ambition$. facilitate,continued·participatlon'in insurg~ncy~ He and family 
repre,ent an,Illqagement option; wh~r, we can CQ~opt and coerce to drive 
wedgM in, *he. Siu1{1i ArQ. Resi_~I1~ '1 ... ~er'hip",·'A~ the ,current .time, it is 
unlikeJy .. hl, _ls"S~t~icitentiIIGY \t1r_~ .. ~:~~r~t'V:9r,~aI •• $.@t~ ~ ~9 qhfl0ge 
aggr~lve QPpq~I.19n ,q ' .• '~'~;'" , ' . " .. ", '. ' ,~,' .' .. '.. ' 



J.I. ,mtelligence Hne! .JZ 

~ ~ 
.Ei~RETJjREL TO ~6"', A:US, CAN, Jd~O OBit 

Mudhir Kharbit 
FRE TOP 50. #5 • T ...... d 

• Mudhir Kharbit was a close friend of Saddam and many top Blacklisters 

• Mudhir desires to be the next dictator of Iraq 

• He runs what Is ve~ similar to a Mafia confederation. He is a smuggling magnate 
worth millions of dollars. 

• He is associated with the Khalifa tribe, Humaym, and probably Saif aI-Oin aI-Rawi 
(BL '14). He Is Involved In ftnanciaIIV supporting InsUrgent activity throughout AI 
Anbar province 

-... ~:~ '. ." t 

8 

Mudhjr Kharhjt 

Who he is 

KILL fff<{ 
(jJ} rA(l 
5 U.S.C. § 552 (b)('L- ) 
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J2 Intelligence Brief 
"....... ' 

Very close with the old regime; sheltered 6 DIA HVT's in 

Apri12003 

Crime boss 

insurgent financier 

National Front for the Liberation or Iraq 

Founded by Mudhir Kharbit in April 2004 (OS Report) 

How do they exert control 

Provides funds and meets with tribal/insurgent leaders in Jordan 

Kharbit family is large, powerful, and is influential 

Who they control 

His uncle Abdul Hamid Kharbit is trying to reorganize 

the Ba'ath Party 

Ba'athl Hezb AI Awdal Saddam Fedayeenl FRE 

Senior Financier to Extremists and FRE 

Wahhabi I SaIifi Terrorim (AI, AQ, Zarqawi Network) 

Paie detenailltd to be Unclassified 
R8'Iiewed Cblef, ROD, WHS 
lAW EO 135., SectIon 3.5 
Date: DEC 0 l 2014 

Multiple reporting indicates he financial supports the Zarqawi Network 

Multiple Reporting indicates he supports the Wahhabi Cells 

Tribal oc;g 
5 U .S.C. § 552 (b)( 2.-) 

Page 30f4 

121712004 
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Hereditary Shaykb of the Khalifa Tribe 

Former leader of the Dulaymi Confederation 

His uncle Abdul "Hamid Kharbit is the Current Shaykh of the Khalifa Tribe 

Anbar National Conference supported by Kharbits 

Tribal Leaders of the Khalifa Tribe 

Known Associations 

Abd AI Jabbar AI-Qubaysi 

Taber Jahil Habbush #16 

Haji Thamer (deceased) assessed to be replaced by Abu Ahmed 

Mohammed Khalaf AIayian (Abu Riam) 

Conclusion 

0)0 
5 U.S.C. § 552 (b)(1...> 
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elections, we will be in this same spot a year from now with a hell of a lot worse security 
situation. 

Halfway down the trail to hell... 

~) 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(i)jlOO.\.t."it'1 

ltY\tlowt ~ \J~(. ~sztb}l~) 

To: #IFC NATIONAL TEAM; #IFC SENIOR ANALYSTS 
cc: IIFC lEADERSHIP 
SUbject: FW: Kharblte Assessment 
ImportanCl8: High 

GL ASSIIKICJ.:n9N: SEaRET 

CAVEATS: lIIQ,;gRN 

TERMS: NONE 

Team -Interesting feedback "engagement" of Mudhir Karbit. 

CAVEATS.~' 
6'\) 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(Q 

TERMS: NONE 

A contllct lit HQMe In DC saw thl. on your webpage and directed my 
attention to It. We do not concur with the following a ..... ment on the 
Kharb/t family. They, lust like every oth., tribe In a/-Anbar, are an 
Impediment to a stable Iraq, unable to see beyond their own parochial 
Inte,...ts. In EVERY ca.. wh.re MNF-W have eng8g8d the" tribe., 
disappointment has followed. There Is not one single "".Itlve encounter 
with a slngl. tribe since the arrival of our forces out here. Th. one shining 

-
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• 
example of success that , would have offered you last month has now 
fallen through with the discovery of the poor state of readln .. s and 
profe •• 'onallsm In the Abu Nlmr ING company. So, as we have always 
.tated, the tribes will get you no where. 

But war .. than the other tribes, the Kharblts are Intimately Involved In the 
Insurg.ncy. We have discovered weapons caches on th.lr property, I.".,.. 
thr.atenlng the governor of a/-Anbar, and other n.farlous actlvltl .. within 
our AO with their fingerprints on It. The package that we have on th.s. 
folks Is a mile thick. 

As for Mudhlr, he Is not the Sh.,kh of Sh.,khs for the Ou/ayml 
Confed.ratlon. He was a Saddam-appolnted sh.lkh and Is not a real 
sheikh. The family has admitted this much to us. Mudhlr stili claims this 
title and this should b. a lesson to us: do we really want a man that claims 
a title given to him by Saddam? If "'udhlr appeals to Saddam's authority as 
the basis for his status In the tribe, to what authority will he appeal as a 
polltlcall.ader In Iraq? 

The Sh.lkh of Sheikhs of the Oulayml Is Sheik Majid Abd al-RllZZllq All 
Su/ayman. Mudhlr la a megalomaniac who wanta to b. the president of 
Iraq. He has Incited violence and conspired aga/nat MNF via his "Abu 
Flay .. " branch of the family. ,. rec'd $25 million from Saddam to continue 
the fight. H.'a bad and /I he W8I'8 In al-Anbar today, we'd kllVcapture him /I 
we could. 

In short, we do not concur that the Kharblta are worthy of engagement. 
They are a break on the wheel of progress and should be destroyed aa a 
POWfIt' base In al-Anbsr to beco",. a byword among the other tribes that a 
new era haa dawned In Iraq and the Sunnl had be"" get uaed to the fact 
that they're no longer In chalfl8. They can (lind will) have a say but the 
Kharblt family Is not a good candidate to make th18 happen. 

W.'d be happy to provide all the Intel we've collected on thea. mlsereants 
If y'all think It would help set the record straight. We have spoken with 
reps from Baghdad on thla before but I gu ... , Ilk. alwaya, SOtnllOll. didn't 
g.t the word. Strang.'Y. we',. used to It. TII .. e scound,.,s continue to 
rear their heads .very so..-""'s having to .end our 
f/Ie. to diplomats at Sta head off meeting. with 
Mudhlr all the tim.. Th. group we Wllve off was a couple of 
congre.sm.n who had heard that Mudhlr might be a good bet for stability 
out h.re .... wh.wl I have to hand It to th ... vlllalna, th.y have a lot of 
pers.verance. They are a worthy adver.ary, but that .houldn't make us 
feel any .ympathy for th.m. OSD t.4fc.) CIA \.4(,) 
Th. Sulaymans are a much b.tter candidate than the Kharblts. The IFC 
geopo/a ••••• ment that wa. posted to the CENTCOM website Is pa.ted 
b.low: 

1&'·",.,.G.o-Pol Analyst Asse.sment: Thl. Is an excel/ent opportunity for 
engag.ment with a tribe that can h.avlly Inlluencs Anbarl. and Sunnl 
IraqiS. The Kharblt Tribe I. on. of the mo.t powerful and Influential In both 
al-Anbar and Iraq. Mudhlr Kharblt, currently living In Amman, Jordan aft.r 
attacks on his compound by MNF, 's the former Sh.lk of Sheiks for the 
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Oulyaml Con/ederatlon, the largest tribal confederation In Iraq. Abdullah 
said that the family has dealgnated him as the contact point with 
Americans. He Is also currently In Amman, because of the security 
condition In al Anbar. II the Kharblts are truly supportive of the elections, 
their Influence upon the MUC and the liP could push these organizations 
back Into the pOlitical Pf'OCtls.. Reporting Indicates that Mudhlr Is a key 
flnancer 01 the Sunnl Insurgency. It is likely that the Kharblts had a 
representative at the Amman Ba'athlst Confernce, and their new found 
willingness to engage Is likely Indicative 01 the outcome 01 that event. The 
8a 'athists realizes a need lor political representatIon in the Iraqi 
Transitional Government, but will stili continue to conduct attacks against 
the MNF to encourage a withdrawal, while conllnulng to Inilitrate and 
undermine the ISF and the IIG. Once the MNF withdraws alter succe •• 'ul 
permanent elections, the Bs ·athl.ts will be In a prime position 10 regain 
control of the govemmenl. However, without political representation during 
the drafting of Ihe permanent constllutlon, this plan may face serious 
challenges If a Shl'a/Kurd alliance hinders Sunnl rights. 

BTW, I'm not so narve as 10 think that we m.y not have to deal with the 
cretins. I lust don't want our engagement with them to be based on an 
Intelligence .sseam""t The Intel •• J18 that they are the enemy. The/ntel 
says that they are worldng sfIIIln.t the new Iraq that we've bl«l to build. If 
we engage them, let It be because of • cold, calcul.ted political decision 
based on raw power that we can't Ie.". here without tumlng It over to them 
(which, In my mind, I • • defeat) .nd not on • fa/ •• un .... t.ndlng that the 
Kh.rblt will help us reach our goal •• 

Semper fldell., 
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