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FOR MG DONNELLY (RIYADN) MR, PLACKE (JI0DA) : : ;
FROM SECDEF / ) i
SUBJECTISECNEF LETTER FOR PRINCE SULTAN ) :
1. A8Y PLEASE PERSONALLY DELIVER TO PRINCE SULTAN AT TME EARLIEST I
OPPORTUNITY THE FOLLOWING LETTER FROM ME TO PRINCE SULTAN, YOU é{

SHOULD NOY COMMUNICATE ITS CONTENTS TO ANYONE ELSE PRIOR TO DELIVERY,
HOWEVER, vOU SHOULD BE SURE TO TALK BY TELEPMONE TO GENERAL JONES,
WHO IS FAMILIAR WITH THE LETTER!S CONTENTS, BEFORE YOU DELIVER THE
LETTER, ; o
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: PAGE 2
PRINCE SULTAN BIN ABD AL=AZI2 :
MINISTER OF DEFENSE AND AVIAYION
XK INGDUN OF $AUDI ARABIA .77

YOUR ROYAL MIGHNESS?

YHE PURPOSE OF THIS LETTYER 1S TO FULFILL GENERAL JONES!' PROMISE
NF A REPDRY TU YUU ABOUT THE STATUS OF OUR CONSIDERATION OF THE Fei5
ENHANCEMENT JTEMS AND AWACS,

I AM PLEASED 7O Bt ABLE TO TELL YOU THAT WE ARE FAYORABLY
DISPOSED TO AN EARLY AND POSITIVE DECISION ON SALE TO SAUDI ARABIA
OF CONFORMAL FUEL TANKS AND AIMmGL MISSILES FOR THE Fe1358, AND THE
FUTURE SALE OF AWACS, WE BELIEVE TH EQUIPMENT AND THESE SYSTEMS
WILL ENKANCE YOUR SECURITY, MOREOVER, SINCE AWACS PROBABLY COULD NOT
BE DELnykto BEFORE 4985, THE US SHOULD FROM TIME TO TIME .IN THE
INTERIMTPERIOD STATION 0S8 AWACS IN SAUDI ARABIA, IF SAUD] ARABIA
WISHES, SU THAT YOUR PEOPLE CAN BE GRADUALLY INVOLVED IN AWACS
OPERATIONS FOR TRAINING PURPDSES, -

WE MAVE GIVEN SERIOUS CONSIDERATION TO HOW BEST TO PROCEED WITH
RESFPECT TO THMESE SALES, GIVEN THE FORTHCOMING CHANGE IN ADMINISTRA-
TION,. QUR CONCLUSION IS, THAT OUR MUTUAL INTERESTS WILL BEST BE
SEPVED IF FORMAL CONSULTATIONS WITH CONGRESS ARE BASED UPON AN .
INDERSTANDING WITH .THE NEw AOMINISTRATION REGARDING THESE MATTERS,

WE HAVE ALREADY CONVEYED 1O SOME OF PRESIDENT-ELECT REAGAN'S
ADVISERS THE NATURE OF THE KINGDOM'S REGUESTS ON THESE MATTERS, AND
OUR OwN INCLINATIONS AS DESCRIBED HEREIN, TME PRESIDENT=ELECT MAS
NOT YET CHOSEN HIS CABINET, BUT WE EXPECT THAT ME WILL DESIGNATE A
SECRETARY, OF STATE AND SECRETARY OF DEFENSE IN EARLY DECEMBER, AS
SDON AS POSSIBLE FHEREAFTER, OUR REASONS WHY THE POSITIVE APPROACH
OUTLINED ABOVE IS DESIRABLE FROM THE STANDPOINT OF OUR MUTUAL
SECUKITY INTERESTS WILL BE CONVEYED TO THEM, WITH AGREEMENT OF THE
NEW AMERICAN OFFICIALS, FORMAL CONSULTATIONS WITH THE. LEAOERSHIP OF
TrHE NEWLY ELECTED!CONGRESS WILL BE INITIATED THEN,

wWE RECOGNIZF THAT AERIAL REFUELING IN THE FUTURE WILL ENHANCE
THE DEFENSIVE CAPABILITIES OF THE Fe{53, AND WE ALSD RECOGNIZE THE
$AUDI NEED FOR A GROUND ATTACK CAPABILITY A4S A UEFENSE AGAINST AN
INVADING HOSTILE FORCE AND BEL!EVE THAT THE ALTERNATIVES 8SKMOULD BE
FUPTHER ANALYZED, | ™

THE APPRUGACH T HAVE OUTLINED ABOVE IS MOTIVATED BY OUR DESIRE
TO BE AS RESPONSIVE AS IS PRACTICABLY FEASIBLE, WHILE AT THE 8aME
TIME TAKING ACCOUNT OF THE CHANGE OF ADMINISTRATION AND THE LEGALLY
REQUIRED PRDCEDURES FOR CONGRESSIONA. INVOLVEMENT IN THE APPROVAL OF =~
MILITARY SALES OF THIS KIND, WE WISH TO MOVE FORwWARS WITHOUT DELAY
AND TO AVOID A MISUNDERSTANDING IN OUR RELATIONS WHILE OUR CHANGE OF
GOVERNMENT I8 UNDERWAY,

I PLAN TO SEND YOU A PURTHER REPORT AS SOON A8 OUR SUCCESSORS
HaVE BEEN DESIGNATED AND WE MAVE BEEN ABLE TO CONSULYT WITH THEM,
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‘ PAGE 3
DURING THESE TURBULENT AND DIFFICULT TIMES, IT IS EVEN MORE

, IMPOFTANT T«AT OUR TwO COUNTRIES CONTINUE TO COUPERATE CLOSELY.

' BEHTRAL JUNES JOLINS ME IN BEMDING wakM PruBONAL HEGAKHDS,
HAROLD BROWN

SSO NOTEY nELIVER AT PIRST LIGHT YO MAJ GEM DONNELLY,

BEAAS—2ENO86 - .
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