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INPUT CDSN • QA~'22 
TORI 25e?~2Z NOV 8t TOTI 2512321 NOV 80 
URQ RlVIE~1 261232Z NOY 8~ • 
Qh~ REVIEw' 2612~2Z NOV B0 
OUTPUT CDSNI SPQ137 TOTI 260246Z NOV 80 
QRa R~VIEw: 260~461 NOV 8~ 
QRn R~~IEWI ?602461 NOV 8A 
OliTPllT COSN: SPIl135 TOTI 
OUT~UT CDSNI PTP~8~ TOTI 
OUTPUT COS~I DKAg72 TOTI 
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FOR MG DONNELLY (RIYADH) MR. PLACKE (JIDDA, 
FRO~ SECOEF I 
SUBJtCT.SEcoEF ~ETTER fOR PRINCE SULTAN 
1. ~~EASE PERSONALLY DELIYER TO PRINCE SULTAN AT TME EARLIEST 
oprORTU~ITY THE FOLLOWING LETTER FROM ME TO PRINCE SULTAN. YOU 
SHOULD ~DT COMMUNICATE ITS CONTENTS TO ANVONE ELSE PRIOR TO DELIVERY. 
HOWE~ER, YOu SHOULD BE SURE TO TALK BY TELEPHONE TO GENERAL JONES, 
WHO IS FAMILIAR WITH THE LETTER'S CONTENTS, BEFORE YOU OE~IV!R THE 
LETTER. . . 
HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 
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PPINCE SULTAN BIN ABO AL-AZIZ 
MINIST£H OF DtfENSE AND AVIATION 
I( PiGDUN OF SAUD I AR,AB I A '.~ 

YOUR ROYAL HIG~N~SSI 

PAGE 2 

THE PURPOSE Of THIS LETTER IS TO FULFILL GENER'AL JONES I P~OM1SE 
nF A REP~~T T~ YOU A80UT THE STATUS OF OUR CONSIOERATIO~ OF TME f.l~ 
ENHANCEMlNT JTlMS AND AWACS. 

I AM PLU,SED TO Bt' ABLE TO TELL YOU THAT wt; ARE FAVORABLY 
DISPOSEO TO AN EAHLY A~D POSITIVE DECISION ON SALE TO SAUOI ARABIA 
OF CONFORMAL FUEL TANKS AND AI~·~L ~IS~lLES FOR THE F-lS!, AND THE 
FUTURE SAL~ OF AWACS. WE BELIlvE THu( EQUIPMENT AND THESE SYSTEMS 
~ILL E~~ANCf YOUk SECURITY. MOREOVER, SINCE AWACS PROBABLY COULD HOT 
lif. OELI~HD BEFORE ~g8S, TME US SHOULO FROM TIME TO TlME ,IN THE 
INTEtiIM PERIOD STATION US AW.-CS IN SAUDI ARABIA, IF SAUDI ARABIA '. 
WISHE~, su THAT YO~R PEOPLE CAN BE GRADUALLY INVOLVED IN AWACS 
OPERATIO~S FOH TRA1NING PURPDSlS, 

WE HAVE GIVE~ SE~10US CONSIDERATION TO HOW BEST TO PROCEED WITH 
RESP~CT TO T~1ESE SALES, GIVEN THE FORTHCO~ING CHANGE IN AD~INISTRA
TION,. OUR C0t-oCLUS,ION IS. THAT OUR ~UTUAL INTERESTS Io/ILL BEST SE 
SfPVED' IF FQfo/r-,AL CONSUL TATIO~S ~I fH CO~GRESS ARt: BASED U~ON ·A~ 
IINUl~STAN[)ING wITri .TI"IE NElli AOMI~ISTRATION. REGARDING TI;ESE MATTERS. 

~E HAVE A~RE.nY CONvEYE~ TO SO~E OF PRESIDlNT-ELECT REAGAN'S 
•• ADVISERS THE N~TURE OF THE KINGDOM'S REQUESTS ON THESE MATTERS, AND 

OUR Ow~ INCLINAtIOhS AS DESCRIBED HEREIN. THE ~RESIOENT·ELECT HAS 
NOT YET CHOSEN HIS CABINET, BUT Io/E E~PECT THAT HE WILL DESIGNATE A 
SECRETARY, O~ STATE AND SECRETARY OF DEFENSE IN EARLY DECEMBER. AS 
SOON AS ~OSsIBLE ~HEREA~TER, OUR REASbNS ~HY THt POSITIVE APPROACH 
OUTLINED ABOVE IS D~SIRABLE FROM THE STANDPOINT OF OUR MUTUAL 
StCU~ITY I~TE~ESTS WILL BE CONVEYED TO THEM. wITH AGREEMENT OF THE 
NEW AMERICAN OFFICIALS, rORMAL CONSULTATIONS WITH THE.LEAOERSI;IP OF 
T~f NE~LY ELECT~D!CO~GRESS WILL BE INITIATED THE~. 

wE RECOGNIZF- THAT AERIA~ RE~UELING IN THE FUTURE WILL E~HANCE 
T~E OEF~~SIvE tAPAeI~ITIfS OF THE F-15S, AND wE ALSO RECOGNIZE THE 
SAUDI NEED FOR A GROUND ATTACK CAPABILITY AS A UfFENSE AGAINST AN 
I~JVADING HOSTILE FORCE AND 8ELIEVE THAT THE A~TtRNATIVES 8HOU~O BE 
FUPTHE.R ANAL VlED. I .. . 

, THE APPROAC~:I HAVE OUTLINED ABOVE IS MOTIVATED By OUR DESIRE 
TO BE AS RlsPO~SIYE AS IS PRACTICABLY ~EASI8LE, WHILf AT THE '.ME 
TI~E TAKING ACtOUNT Of THE CMANGE OF ADMINISTRATION AND THE L!GALLt 
REQUIRED PRoCEOURES FOR CONGRESSIONA~ INVO~VEMENT IN THE A~PROVA~ O~ ~ 
MILITARY SALES OF T~IS KINO. ~E WISH TO MOVE FOR~A~ WITHOUT DELAY 
AND TO AVOIO A MrSUNOE~STANDJNG IN OUR RELATION' WHILE OUR CHANGE DF 
GOYER~MENT IS UNDE~WAY. 

I PLAN TO SEND YOU A 'URTHER REPORT AS SOO~ AS OUR SUCCfSSORS 
~_YE BEE~ DESIGNATED AND wE MAYE BEEN ABLE TO CONSULT WIT~ THEM • ........................................... 
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PAGE ;, 
DU~ING T~~SE TURBUL[NT AND OIFFltULT TIMES, IT IS EVEN ~ORE 

IMPO~Tl~T T"AT OUR TwO touNTPIES CONTI~UE TO COOPERATE CLOSELY. 
u'ht~'L ~u~l' JOiNt M~ lh afHDl~~ MAkM Pt~'O~AL kf~'~OI. 

HAROLD BRO\lllN 
sso NOTE I flU I VE~ AT .'}lAST LIGHT TO MAJ G.E~ DONNELLY. 
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