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71 has cone to .y attention thot the recent
deliberations of the Defense Resources Board have apparently
resuited in a reconnendation to delete the 1987 funding
request for the Snuttle Operations and Planning Complex., As
you are aware, the FYC0 Defensce Authorization Conference Bill
requires tae 3ecretary of the Air Force tc¢ place Lhe highest
sricrity on the ccnpletion of SOP~C by its planned initial
cperetionzl capebility date of 208G2. The recent DRBE decizion
conzietely coutravenes this requirenent and violates the
intest of the Congress with respect to SOP-C.

I syupetiize with the difficult choices which have to be
Lede in &lloceting our defense resources in this constrained
bud et environment. The cost of 3QP-C was considered fully
curing deliberztions by both Lhe Senate and House Armed
Services Corinittees; however, the final conference agreement
refiected tie belief that 80P-C was of sufficient impertance
1o our naticnal security to warrant full funding.

SQP-C is designed to be tne planning and control center
for military space shuttle fiights. Long standing plans have
carled for soceving SOP-C in the Consolidated Space
Operations C2unter in Colorado Springs because of its
proxiimity to NORAD, the Unified Space Command and the
iilitary sateliite control center in C-S0C. Centralization of
tne United States military space planning and control
fecilities conitinues to be an urgent requirement, Failure to
compiete 30P-C in Colorado Springs would decentralize and
disperse a vital componenti of space comiznd and control --
and therefore interfere with critical national security
goals.

Fai.ure to fund SOP-C would also threaten the future of
the shuttle program. Loss of this facility would leave the
Johnson Space Center in Houston 25 the only site for planning
and control of military shuttle flights., The Johnson Center
would not be able to service the current shuttle schedule on
its own, thus requiring either a cutback in the flight -p4-¥7Z?
--t~dula Ar development of another facility at additional
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in saort, eliminating SOP-C would mean that any savings
achiieved would be nore than offset by reliated costs to
compenszele for the losg of this facility. There is an
overwneliiing and compelling case for continuation of SOP-C as
planned -- as the Congress has recognized., I ask you to
reverse tiie DRB recowmmencation and ensure completion of SOP-C
by 1962 by includinz a full funding request in the 19067
budzet.

Sincerely,
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