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Dear Frank,

(U} In response to your letter of 23 February 1978 concerning the
threatened delay to real time transmission of SBASAT-A data collected at
NASA's Madrid receiving station to Fleet Mumerical Weathex Central,
Monterey, the following information is provided.

(U) The impact on our planned use of radar altimeter data in support of
DMA's geodesy programs will be significant if SEASAT-A data collected at
the Madrid site is not received at FNWC Monterey within 12 hours. This is
30 because of DMA's reliance on FNWC for initial altimeter data processing
and FNWC's need to process satellite data on line in near-real time in
order to accommodate this task while continuing to perform their reguler
opexations.

(U) Approximately 25% of the worldwide data is expected to be received at
the Madrid site. If PNWC were not able to preprocess this data for DMA,

it could result in a 3 to 6 month delay in receipt of the data in a form
useful for application by DMA activities. To accomplish the processing
which would othexwise be done at FNWC, ws would have to make an outlay of
slightly over one million dollars. This additional amount would be
necessexy for the purchase of additional hardwere ($150K); software modifi-
cation, increased msnpower ($175K), and increased computer time ($700K).

An additional impact which cannot be assigned a dollar amount involves
e potential effect to the end user. Gravity data derived from SEASAT-A
altimetry could be delayed 6 to 12 months. The flexibility of support to
permit extension of TRIDENT operational areas would be diminished
accordingly.

(U) As you know, DoD sees great value in the availability of worldwide
SBASAT-A altimetry and has made a significant commitment to making it
available in near-real time at Monterey. This commitment includes
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nmsuxy costs to receive data from sites other tham Fairbanks. While

the expanded coverage is not necessary to desonstrate the capability for
roal time SHASAT-A data processing, it clearly enhances the value of the
demonstration to the worldwide user commumnity as an opportunity to-
demonstrate the value of an ocean monitoring satellite systea, Thus,
for not only DoD's own interest, but for the potential benefit to the
worldwide user commmity, I strongly urge the continuation of work to
insta}ll the worldwide SBASAT-A data links.

STEHMY

Ross N. Williams

Rear Admiral, U.S. Navy
Militaxy Assistant
Stxategic and Space Systems
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