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(U) In rupoue to your letter of 23 Pebruary 1978 cone.minl the 
threatened. delay to I'Ml U .. transad.aalon of SBASAT ... A data collected at 
NASA', Mad.ricl naivin, statloa to P1eet Natl'ical W'eatheZ' Central, 
MoDtlny. the tollowiDa info..,tloD is pftnded. 

(U) The impact on our planned use of radu a1 tiMtft data iD 'UPP01't of 
D* t. PO_I)" pftJftml will be sipiflcaat If SBASAT .. A data collected at. 
the Madrid .1te 11 Dot received at PNlIC Monterey within 12 hOllD. Th1 .. 1s 
so because of DMA!s re11 __ OR PNIC for iDlt1al alt1metft data P2:0cessinl 
and PNIC's need to p:roc ... satlllite data Oft line iD Deu-reat t1M h 
on.1' to aecolIIIIDdate this tuk wh11e conthu1ng to pel'f01'll their reaular 
operatl ... 

(u) Appl'Oxiately 25' of the worldwide data is expected to be received at 
the Madrid site.. If PNM: were not able to pt:epJOCMa thla data for DMA, 
it could :reault in a 3 to 6 lDDDth delay iD :receipt of the data iD a foa 
useful fol' application by DNA actintie.. To &CCOJrpl11h the p2:0c ... ha 
which would othewise bl GoDI at PNJiC, we would haft to ate an outlay of 
sllshtty oYer one _111_ dollan.. 'l1lb add1tioaal DOuat would be 
necetslll'Y for the pUZ'Chase of additional hardwa:re ($150IC); 80ftwue modifi
cation, inenased _power ($175te) .. and inc:reased computer ti_ ($7001:). 

,1lIi An addidonal 1IIpact which cannot bl assigned a dollar aJIIJunt involvea 
fh~ potMltla1 effect to the end usel'~ Gnnty data derived flOa SBASA.T-A 
altilwtzy could be cSelayed 6 to 12 JIODths. The flexibility of support to 
pemit exteuiol'l of TRIDBNT operational a:re .. would be d1udniahed 
accol'din,ly. 

(U) As you know.. DoD a... areat value in the availability of woddwide 
SBASAT-A alt1Mtzy and has made a alp1ficant co_tment to IUtcin, it 
available iD near-real ti_ at Monte:ny. 'l1lis commitment includes 

~ 



necu.uy eo.ts to Deaive data f_ sit .. other tha Pai7!baab. h1lUe 
the expaad84 c;ove:raae is DOt. •• cea.ay to .... tnt. the capability tor 
real tu. SBASAT-A data P'lOft"inL it 01 .. 11 ahaaces the value of the 
deJllOUtl'atiGII to the _l'ldw1de ute eo~t1 AI aa oppoftlmit1 to I 
deIIoa.t.:rate the val_ of aa 0'" IlDAitorina satellite 51.t-. 'ftlUl, 
for DOt 0811 DoD'. ova mteftlt. but tor the potatial ~flt to the 
wol'lclwi_ useI' ~JDit1. I stmnsJ,1 uqe the CCIIltinuatiOil of WOK to 
in.tall the _rlcbdde SBASAT-A data linb. 

~T1ff.Im' 

Ross N. WUll_ 
Rear AcIalJ'al, U.s. Navy 
Militazy As.istaDt 
Stateaie aad. Space 81.t ... 
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