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Jim Plumer is sending a letter to HASA indicating that there is

10 reason why you should not procesd with the development, vrocurement,
:.;xsé integration of the proposad semsors and spacecraft for the SEASAT-A
1§ 51031-

The technology involved in SHASAT-A is not a matter of concern to the
Jepartuent of Defemse. ilowever, the Joint (hiofs of 5taff have
recommanded to the Jecretary of Defense that because of the potential |
walitary utility, the data fram SEASAT-A e protected so as to deny
iy possible military ewploitation by foreign powers.

The draft »axorandim for the record which you prepared snd seat over

un Hay 19, 1973, identifying areas of military/iatelligence concerns

and possible HNASA respanses thereto, suggests that necessary agreements
zan be reached on SEASAT-A dats protection, ilowever, you should pot
foreclose the option in your sarly procurement aciions om the spscecraft
to include some data encryption provision in the downlink. Actiom by
the 3pace Policy Committee now being set up within the NSC is %ropriata
to better Jdefine Jetails of such an agresment and consider the views of
State and [0AA. I iderstand Jim Plummer plans to ask this Committee

to nroduce a <document vor joint approval by September 1, 1975,

Sincerely,
~I..TD

Jolm B. Halsh
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