EXENPT

Chief, RDD, ESD, WHS

0 JIRECTUR, JEFEASE <ESENRCH AND ENGINEERING
FROM: LEPUTY DIRECTOR, STRATEGIC AHD SPACE SYSTELS

PROBLEM: (Y) To respond to Or. Low's latter %o vou Jated icteber 2,
19753 (Tab 3), requesting tnat oD reimburse [ASA for additional expenses
incurred in nseting oD data handling requirements on SE0S-3,

SISCUSSION: W) ‘ihen HASA and Dol agreed on the Mssion Jperation,
fata Acquisition and Uata Jistribution Plan for GE05-3 it was clearly
qnderstood that Do would reimburse HASA for additive costs in imple-
mentation. IASA {s asking for 393X fn FY 1976, 491K ia FY 7T, and
2756K in FY 1977, which totals $2,140K.

JMA has examined these charnes. The charges appear valid with
two possible exceptions. First, included in the 32,150K fiqure Is
s130¢ for a new computer at Yallops [sland, This computer 1s protably
needed Lecause of the Jcl imposed work load; howaver, JASA will Lenefit
for mapy years from this investment and should perhaps pay for 1t.
Second, $300K is neadad to keep the HASA principal {nvestigators on
}ine for an additional & wonths, sfnce to meet o0 needs IASA says
the GE0S-3 will be operated on orbit for 18 months rather than 12
~onths as originally planned. 2ealfstically, we know that [ASA will
keep the satellfte operating as Tong as it can produce useful data,
iich might be for 3 years, evertheless, it 1s doubtful that we
could convince “ASA that they should pay for these costs,

(8} In view of the importance witich JoD attaches fo Lhe radar altimetry
data and the cooperation which [ASA has displayed in implementing the
AMssion peration, Data Acquisition and vata Jistribution Plan for
“£05-3, we should not haggle too auch over price.

I“PLEVENTATION: (@) That we work with the Assistant Secretary of
Jefensa {Comptroller) to get 12.0M included in the FY 1977 Ludget
30 that !ASA tay be reimbursed. [iASA has already iccepted the fact
that =& have no practical way of reisbursing ihem bafore FY 1377.

s latter to HASA stating this intent has been vrepared for your
sisnature (T ).

CECOUMENCATION: (U}  That you sien Tab A
COHCURRENCE: (L) ASD )

o SSIF1

Authoy 2958
‘13 ITW 75 %D 5 U.S-C- § 552(b)(6) * mw.Dcc)ass i Dir & HS
(oo o 0D (38AS) £-57036 .
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