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THE'~~RETARY OF DEFENSE' 

WASHING.TON. THE DISTRICT bF COLUMBI A 

" 

Honor'able Edward I. Koch 
l-fayor' 
City of New York 
New York, New York '1.0007 

Dear Mayor koch t 

2 0 SEP 1983 ' ~ 

" 'Page deterftlniedtO '1)8 'OnclassHied 
, Reviewed Chief. ROD, WHS 

lAW EO 13528. Section 3.5 

D~te: AUG Z 1 20.1~ 

With regard to your letters of September and 14.;. 1993, 
it has been the policy of this and every other dministration 
not to reveal 'details of classified diplomatic e cbanges. 1 
have no intention of deviating from a practice that is essential 
to the conduct of diplomacy. I stand by what 1 said in my pre­
vious l~tter, which is that the purported transcript is a 
fabrication,in its entirety. ' 

No one h'ereever heard of the "news magazine" you mentioned 
so, of course, "there was no denial, etc." on our part. I cannot 
believe you are,serious in suggesting that "these allegations," 
meaning the obvious forgery and dis information in some obscure 
publication, "were seri.()us enough to the U.S ..•. to warrant a 

.reply." It is exattly as ,if 1 chided rou for not replying to 
some Iranian publication of which you had never heard, accusing 
you of' being anti-Semitic. 

I have ttunequivocably denied" the nonsense in tb:h false 
transcript ,·and I certain1y do, not appreciate what seems ,to me to . 
be a clumsy effort to make political capital out of thes~ lies. 

truly yours, 

Office of the Secretary of Defense J" £i '$ c. j -5" Z 
Chief, RDD, ESD, WHS , ,q,.; ~ , 
Date: l,-e A 14 6- %of! t3\uthority: EO 13526' 
DeclassIfy:. ')L.' Deny in Full: ... ' .' 
,Declassify in Part: ' 
Reason: 
MDR: ~J'~-M~-~-:J~/'7.'i""-;;9r. ~~c......-.:.~_ 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY dF DEFENSE ,- a,~ 198J 
Th.rough;: ~nder. secreta~~~efense for Policy f Jr 

SUBJECT: Response to Mayor Koch's Second Letter (U) ACTION 
MEMORANDUM .... 

Mayor Kpch., in response to your ietter of August 25, attempts to 
explain why he went public with his' initial letter and the 
purportedMEMCON,between you and Prince Sultan. He also demands 
that you deny having di~cussed with Prince Sultan'a long 'list of 
issues, ·to include sale of F-lS aircraft and M-l .tanks to Saudi 
Arabia. 

Our proposed reply is ahort and to the point: diplomacy cannot 
be conducted effectively without assurance of confidentiality, .' 

.' 
and this has been ~he consiste~ policy of all recent Administra- , 
tions. Thus, I recommend that no further information in regard 
to your meeting with Prince Sultan be relea!.ed. 

Recommend you sign the letter at Tab(A. 
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