Honorable Edward I. Koch
Mayor’ : . ‘
City of New York .
New York, New York ~10007

' Dear Mayor Koch; -

- With regard to your letters of September
it has been the policy of this and every other
not to reveal ‘details of classified diplomatic eXchanges.
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have no intention of deviating from a practice that is essential
1 stand by what I said in my pre-

to the conduct of diplomacy.

| vibdus letter, which is that the purported transcript is a

fabrication in its entirety.

No one here ever heard of the "news magazine" you mentioned

~ so, of course, "there was no denial, etc." on our part.

I cannot

believe you are.serious in suggesting that "these allegations,”
meaning the obvious forgery and disinformation in some obscure
publication, "were serious enough to the U.S. . . . to warrant a
.reply." It is exactly as.if I chided you for not replying to
some Iranian publication of which you had never heard, accusing

you of being anti-Semitic.

I have "unequivocably denied" the nonsense in this false
transcript,-and I certainly do. not appreciate what seems to me to

»

be a clumsy effort to make political capital out of these lies.
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MEMORANDUM

.

" Mayor Koch, in response to your letter of August 25, attempts to .
explain why he went public with his initial letter and the
purported MEMCON .between you and Prince Sultan. He also demands
that you deny having discussed with Prince Sultan-a long 1ist of
issues, 'to include sale of F-15 aircraft and M-l tanks to Saudi

_Arabia. ‘ : .

Our proposed reply is short and to the point: diplomacy cannot

be conducted effectively without assurance of confidentiality, 5
and this has been the consistent policy of all recent Administra= ,
tions. Thus, I recommend that no further information in regard

to your meeting with Prince Sultan be released. o 3

Recommend you sign the letter at Tab(A.
. . ‘- ¢ :
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