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. Honorable Caspar W. Weinberger

*  Secretary of Defense Page determined toboUncIassmed
© The Pentagon : igwed Chief, RDD, WHS
Washington, D.C. 20301 |A°& E0 13526, Swﬂon35
Dear Mr.v Secretary, Ve Bm AUG2 1 20T3
A copy of the transcript of your May meeting with the Saudi I ;

defense minister as reported by the Lebanese news magazine,,
) ‘Al Sagir, recently came to my attention. .

: I am concerned about the statements attrihuted to you regarding
Saudi arms requests and your alleged intention to provide a copy
of a National' Security Council report to the Saudis. Mayor
'Edward Koch has also contacted me about similar concerns which
- he has "already communicated to you. Please find enclosed a copy
. of Mayor Koch's letter for your reference. o

R

b Y

LI would very much appreciate your sendlng me a copy of your
- response to Mayor Koch about the. transcript's valxdity at your
: earliest conven:.ence. .

With best.‘regards, : , o s

Enclosure.
_ , ﬂ o o , _ .. _ Ofﬁce of the Secretary of Defense ;b(FC Syz
. . - - ~ Chief, RDD, ESD, WHS '
\ R - : . . Date: 22 AMG-Z 9! 2 Authority: EO 13526
‘ ) , : - Declassify: X - . Denyin Full
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August 17, 1983
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; ST wezrmm

Dear Mr. Seg?gt;iy:

i 1 just rea a translation of the minutes of the meeting which took

place ‘between yourself and the Saudi Defense Minister, Sultan Ben Abd el Azi:,
.on May 12, 1983, in-Paris. The transcript was published in the Lebanese

news magazine, Ql Sapir, on July 17, 1983, a copy of which is enclosgd.‘

~—

: The transcript; 1f accurate, is shocking. However, because there is - -
always the possibility of a forgery as we saw with the Adolf Hitler diaries,
1 would like you to confirm or deny the accuracy of the transcript.

© 1 was appalled at the comment which conveyed your alleged view that
President Reagan should not be told by you of Saudi arms requests because,
as the transcript puts it, "If we were to inform President Reagan of your
- request it would be leaked to Congress and the press, and a problem would
be created hampering the delivery of new weapons to Saudi Arabia.” If .
that statement is accyrate, and I hope it is not, it would imply that he is
denied access to information relating to our nuclear secrets and other vital
information because of a lack of trust in his integrity in keeping government
" secrets. I -hope that is mot so. Is there a secret super-governmeng, in which
the President is not a participant? - e . S

1 cannot believe that you would agree to provide a National Security
Council report to Emir Bendar, which 1s the import of your alleged cooment
when you say to General Wendelmeyer in referring to that repert, "“Can we.
give a copy of the report to Emir Bendar, when it will be ready?”

Another glarin;‘coiihn’isuppo:qdiy made by you wvhich leaps off the
page is your statement in referring to the United States' nevest tank in

)
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which you say. you are at:empting to persuade the Saudi "to viev a demon-
stration or an experiment of this.new tank.” You state that "we will bring
the tank to Saudi Arabia during the course of this year for a try-out:" "And -
then 7on ‘point out, "This model is pot in the hands of the American army even."
You 80 on to talk about delivery of that tank to the Saudis. An 1 not correct
that it 1s the policy of the United States to maintain Israel's superiority
in the quality of its arms so as to offset the Arab quantity of arms? Bave
'you abrogated that policy? This for me is most alarming as it bears oug, 1if .
true, the critical coments nde as they relate to your hostiuty to the
State of Israel.

¢

1 do hope that 1f thc transcripc 1: a forgery, you will hnediately make
that clear not only by your ‘letter to me but by sc 1nfom1ng Al Ssapir in
Lebanon. . R . ¢

Al the best Page dotermined to be Unclassified
& Reviewed Chief, RDD, WHS
: IAW EQ 13526, Section 3. 5

. Dﬂt&“ i Sincerely
‘ ,Auez 100 ~ \ C

Edva;d 1. Koch

' ; Mayor
enclobure - o A l )
ORIGINAL DELIVERED BY HAND . . . — .
COPY SENT' BY TELEX Co -
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- ' Pzotocol of the meeting of ‘the U.8-. 'Scc_ronxy
ot D‘c-hn;'o'.l Caspar Weinderger, md‘ the Saudi
Defense Minister, ﬁnhn sen Abd sl Aziz ; »

Paris, May 12, 1383 ; e U

" . X . \

‘The Sguzce: Al Sapir, lebanen, 7.17.83 .
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:v':.’ ﬂ;. uo:u\g eemneoa vi:.h a report by woinborg.r on :ho mtn pointn )
' e!’ the. n:uurubmou sgreement. Weinberger &pologized for not having
. :copy of the agreement. HNe explained that, as the U.S. is not a party

‘!i eho~hqrd¢d.nt. 1t cannot gistribute copies of it. Only the Lebaness

aﬁi-xsfaclil may ‘distribute copies of the agreement (at this point,
Hoinbc:qor s atﬂnntion vas drawvn to the tnct that Schultz had given a

. copy to :nir Saud Al r.illl during thol: lootinq in Saudia on 5/1/!3).

Weinbe tgot:,xn any case; 1 can assurs Bis litho-l that the agrsenment i3
; very good one and it is to gho banefit of the Arabs, or at lsast to
the benefit of one Arab country. xt.in.nat a p.ftcct agreetent, but it
does stipulnéc that Israel will vtthdiaﬁ from an Arab country,.nnd this

in itsel? should be welcomed by Aradb countrias, at least the friendly

v’onqs.mifhc‘ﬁ.s.'ll‘:clyinq on har friends' acquiescence to the agree-.

ment, so that these friends can persuade other countries to accept it.
?hc gultaﬁ:! know what my tzi;nd Weindberger is alluding to. Every day

i hear and read in the newspapers and on television that the key for a
solution is in the Saudi's hands, and that the Saudis can ccmpel the
Sjrians and the PLO to withdraw. TRhere is some exaggeration in this.

It is true that SnudL-Ar;bin acts discicctly. in its own special way,
wvithout th:elts‘aé shouts, but its intiucncc‘qn the Syrians is not as
:hc_gozld perceives it. In any é;sc. we shall lccv‘.thc;o matters to the

King, President Reagan and Seczetary Schultz. I and my friend Weia-

" berger are defense ainiscers and we should not intotvcno‘in the internal

affairs of other -1nistr£os.' We should dincuis-cnly defense matters.
wo!nbctgct I agree. There are two n.t:-ri which utc'rilutod to defanse
nnd which x -hould like to prosogl to you. I can-assure you that dis~
culstnq tho. will not constituto intntv-ntxon in the affaizrs of

s.cr-tnry Sebult: or the Pair Saud. These two mattars are of great




, e . Page determined tobellnclassmed

oo e ST Reviewed Chief, RDD, WHS

St T S 1AWE0.13526, Sectlon35
e o -Dﬁtﬂ.

o AUG 2 1 2013
éoﬁé.rn’eo~ua;'nﬁdbt llfiﬁ:d3that they are of even greater concern to
you: ‘1 am referrifig to tho onhnncod Sovtct prasence in syria--the in-
crease in the nunbot ot Soviot advisors And the nurber of S.A. s and
s. A. 10 missiles, vhxch. acco:dlnq to our information, can be equipped
with nuclon: varheads. lyttn bas became the n-v Afghanistan, but
without a formal Soviet. 1nv-ticn. The Syrians bollcv. that the Soviets
are giving ehca the aid and the advisors and the -1:-11-. for lovo of
Syria, buf of couzto that is not, so. As you -Aid in our iush neeting,

the Sovioen are sseking troubled waters to fish in nnd varn waters to

sit in. ( . ] 3 . )

. After the dls.;i failuxofof Ehot: veaponry last you;. tﬂcy vish to
ptovo through tho Syrinns that . thay have qoo¢ vouponu. 'hciz arss .
sllos have . been dealt a seévaze blow in the Third World. 505-.:fntcl
have started to turn }o Sther' countries to buy vcnpons--nainiy to

France. There is also the lran-Iraq war, wvhich can already be termed .

a var of attrition. )
Secretary of s:atc Schultz told me ef his n.ctin; with Mr. Tarzrqg
Aziz two days ago. Hr. Axix cxpre:scd Izaq's lincorc vxnh to brinq
'\o war to aa ond, in light of the deaths of youths on both sxdos.
According to oux information thn ‘Iragis are prepezed and vxllan to
cease the hostilities almost unconditionally but 1: seens that the
Iranian leaders ars bent on Pcklonll vengeance t5ards the Izaqi
. leadership, and the victims are 10-11 year old children who are being
killed by the hundreds every day. ‘
< e are of the opinion that our friends' influence is crucial in
thia‘nutt;r because Syt§q bas close relations with Teheran. ;11 :;in .
has had a grave influence on Ledanon and I n-‘t-!-rxinq to the chtiasod‘
shiitovcxt:o-in- in Daal-Beq and Baqas--an influence which is nurtured:

by Iran and protected by Syria. .

.
~
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'm.poliero! the- I,!."il. is to remain co-plonly _neutral iu uu-

_war. We'shall sot sell Am to any side. We do not have any conucn .

Awtth cttbox pnrty. t.\t ve do auppon o!!ortn which uy convince thon

te agrée tora ccuc-!lu and to negotlations. As you kno\. we have

: _quxotly vorked to ‘Pravent the oxpuuloa of the var to a larger A:Ql. :

and ia this context ve have endsavored to i.np:oirc our relations dg
Iraq. Mr. ‘Schultz's uitinq wvith Mr. Aziz vas a link in a series of
contacts bezween us, as you'knav, but regretfully one of the things

vn;Ep are dalaying a continued effort is the lack of a clear -Iraqi

policy bn"to_rfé:il;. especially on groups such as Abu-Nidal. ;o
'n Syltan: I agree wieh my friend on all the points vh'ich-hc'nind.

\h an doinq all ve. can to help Inq to retain thciz poaitiou, but the

n S.” mt do more in this matter.

wolnbo er: Regretfully, the 0.S. doas not have relations with both

lidu and don not have leverage over thn. Of ocurse, we l:‘. operating
quictly. and - through intcmdiu-y countriu, and htuy ve hav. nucceedcd
in brinqmq both sidds. to one nblo to discuss the oil npxn in the
Guls, and we hopc that thnc contacts will lead to further conuc':.
Sulnm I would ux- to discun vuh the honorable ‘Secratary the quohtion
ot the defense and military cooperation between Saudi Arabia nnd the
v.s.. » It is true that we are in constant contact through the j1oint.
comnittee. llavc.vor, the au:r Bendar has informed me that the Resgan
Administration has not been given notice yet of Saudi Arabla‘s request
for-20 r-18 jou. We wish to receive thes as early as pouibh. be-
cause us. x:nnun danger is hu:nulnq daily.

our pilots are pxcpaud and ‘eveéry. dny s new course for puou
1- !Lnilhod. Nov we luvo. practlc‘ny. a hxqox number of puon than
plmol. uul ve. mtt qo: plm- from vhatever source so that the puon '

vill be in a state of conltlnt p:op.:o&uu. rThis is a prodblem for us.
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yﬁnlabiggorx !éu:_ﬁ&gha.s-}-ict us gnxx eandidly. T R

Sultan: Yes, yes. Candor abova all wlse. Ve must speak cnndidly. nts”
has been the chnxuctor of our relations for over 20 years. ’
”"oinboggo t All tiqht. In all honesty~-we knov of your contacts with the
‘French to buy wolponl»nng jets. That is finp. ft‘docn not concern
the 0.8.. It is Saudi‘Arabia’s affair. WMe do not vish to intervens
in your {nternal policy concerning acquisition of ams, but the o.X. is
. willing to céptidor Saudi Arabia‘s request to rocd}vo a4 squadron of
e F-15 jets.. However, I suggest that ve do not pPresent the nntéar to
Congress before 1984, and perhaps preferably even later than that. I
would ‘1ike to confirm to you, as Emir Bendar knows, that President.
R lanqan does not knov of your request. There is good reason for this,
!or as you knoé the Adninlstxltion is suffering from leakage. of 1n£or-
nation. and 11 ve vare to xn!oxu Prcsxd.dt n.aqnn of your roques: lt
would be lsaked to Congress. and . tha ptosa. lﬂd a problea vonld be N
Craated hanpcran the dollvdry of nev weapons to Saudi Axnbxa.

'hc;;m;r Bendar: If the Emir Sultan and Mr. wcinbcrqor v;ll allow me-~

" we wish to pu:éhl:p non-American veaponry for this very resson. 'We
do not wish to become involved in another campaign like the ofte surround-
ing the Awacs, which was a scandalous and embarrassing affair for Saudi
A:nbl;, .voﬁvthouqh we -were ultianécly victorious ia the campaign.

‘ s Additionnlly. cthe Saudi air forco wishes to vnxiogntn its vccpons and .
aircrafe, it ‘hould not be dnpond.n: on one ‘seurce or on only one type .
of weapon and sircraft. Additionally, the U.S. pro.&l.d(us during the.
Mvacs carpaign that it would sell us an r-18% ‘qua?ton,.und vénld even
lupply,u;,vith bomb tlékp and fuel tanks.

) . y‘inborgox: No, no, nol Wait one -innto please. x.do‘not believe that

ve promised. L .
’ Bendar: Yes, the lugeo-ovixshadcvod ovttythlnq.- Noona arouses the

-
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question of We' r-15°s any more, and until now ve have not '”‘"1""',‘ the
additional bomb racks for the Planes ve alresdy bave, and the agdicional
tu.l tanks as vall. |
Weindberger: I belisve thnt General Homhoyo: deilt vuh this iasue.

General Wendelmever: The uatioall Security Council dealt with :hls issue

this -weeak, and I :hink that the Agency u m pnpuinq & report on t.ho
zatter and it should be ready noxt veek.

Ho!.nborgorz Can ve qtvn a copy of the report to Iamir Bendar, when it will
bc :udy? lut I can alrudy -tnto that the report vwill mirror U. s. din-
uun{ncum vi:h the Saudi .cquiution of non-Anmerican weapons and
aircrafe. SAudl. Arabia is not the only country in the Gulf to have done
this. lu\uit and other Gulf countries have started puxc.\uinq ‘French
weapons md unqo-zooo jets. I am deing criucizod that I travel fre-
quantly to uu mticm um. but I believe that Mr. Arneaux, the rnnch
D.‘fcnu .Minister, hu prnnptcd ne .

_ In any cu,u the only thinq that concerns us is the future of the
R.I.A.D. plan (Regional Intoqntod Alr Defense)which nocpssx:a:cs -a
uniform systes of v‘.’ponl and Qifcnf: in order to form a uniform air
dc‘cnn structure for the. proto'c'txon of the cul.!‘ States. If the Gulf
sntu will bw non-horican voapom wve shall be forced to nake a ndical
cha.nqc in R.I. A.D. vhich would be very costly. All the ct!on ‘which
we have put into bundinq t.ho systen vin qo to waste.

Sultan: If my friend Mr. Weinberger will permit me--after the Avacs
éupaiqn, Saudl Arabia lost its will to work with the U.S.. The homor-
able s.cr-tnrx untionod‘mat the idea vtil be prlnn;od.to Congress

even after 1984, and this is really our prodles with the U.S. vher ve

‘stare contchphtin'q any nev idda--there is little time left !éototo the

end of the President's term, and he is ,gno_cci:piod with his election

catpaign and you always ask us to postpone everything until a new

?resident and COng:oil A:i slected,
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' Iu all honooty. ! the Adninlnttatien--aay ldliaintxntion. Doaoctattc

'd‘;o: lopubxieln--vill a:ousc an affair similar to tbo Avacs A!!nix--SQudi
B A:ahtn th141 bc-zo:cod to alter its defense poliey-!or our anemies are

-

'nun-toul nnd eboy utili:o any opportun&ty to attack Saudi Ax.hxa, ch.

Royal ranily and its honor. ‘
They produce movie and tolo?iniop films on the Royal Family. Every

day an article is ﬁublishod on waste and corruption. This is not for us.

You have a d.nocrléic':oqinc and it’'s obviacus that you cannpot silsnce the

4

press. Still... ,
‘Hbi rger: There are other matters which ve vould like to dilcusc. but

uhaa we :otu:n to wlshxaqton 1 suggest that the Emir Bendar mest vicb
“Caneral Secord(?) and Ceneral Wendelbeyer(?)--to find a way, which vonld
be satisfnctofy to Saudi Arabia, to solve the F-1S probles. Now, if you
vill permic me, I would like to go on to the problem of ;ho'n-l tanks.

Sultan: Excuse me. 1t my dear friend will allov e, bo!o:o‘vc discuss

thc M-l tanks-~ve have heard that ;hc U.8. is going to supply Israsl with

jet engines for the manufacture of a jet which...

¥einberger: Y;o. yes, you mean the jet called 'lLavi’. This jet will ap-

;axantly be produced by Israel in the 1990°s. Our wvesapon lirks with
Israel are crucial tog ensuring and spurrinQFanacl's willingness to
-ufxchdox nany.ot its unyielding stands in the A:nbéxnr;011'nch:Lagions.
‘If we would. not guarantee Israel, and if we would not give her this type
of guarantees for her security, Israel will not cooperate with us in the
future on matters of importance to us and to our Arad friends. In other
vords, we scmetimes give Isrsel aid and veapons as an-incentive for

surrendering cbstinate positions, as was the case during the past two

- weeks, during the negotiations s.ércta:y Schultz had with Iscael and

Labancn. Isrsel yialded such and abandoned many difficult demands,
which Labanon could not have accepted, and Israel would not have done
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so had rnsidmt nuqaa fnot doctdod u nluu the planes whon dcuvcty
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vas balnq held up. pid you. uy -o.ov.hinq about the M-1? .

Sultan: Yes. ‘this i3 a very important matter for us. BHowever, a long

time has gone by, and ve still do not know-vhether Saudi Arabia will
-receive thess. tanks, vhea, and how :a'ny planes. 7The Eair Bendar has
told me... : o - .

Weinberger: Allow pil. honorable m:". to state that the delay vas not . ‘
from our side. ‘For over a year, or a year and a half, we have been e
attampting to persuade you to come tc; the U.S. and to viev a demonstration

or an cxp'ct,iung of this nev tank. But we have not gotten your agree-

mant. Now wve have agreed to your request and we will bring the tank to
Saud{ Arabia during ihc course of this year for a txy_-ou:. Some of the
tanks may participate in an cxor;is. of the upm Deployment Force which
. will take place this year .in the Gulf. But as.you know, this model is
not in the h&xd: of the American army even.
We will bo‘ adble to reach an aqrnmni onl the quuntity: ‘and- it‘in
clear that dc]{ivc’ry wvill not take place ﬁc!oro 1986 or 1987 or 1988.
Ceneral ucnd;lngynr knows the gquantity, _tp;uont;y. : L
Sultan: Let me tell you candidly that if a problem shall rise in the
'il.s. and in Congress about these tanks and their sale to Saudi Arabia, .
then we do n‘ée vant theam for we d&o not v@t another affair like the
Awacs affair. As to the quantity, if we will request 2,000 you \;111
only say:°No, 1,000 is anough®. -x'z wve will request 1,000 you will say:
"$00°. The truth is that we vant as many as possible. The Emir i;ndu
reminds me that the wxercises in the Gulf shall be in cooperation with

Owman... B
Weinberger: In-any case we do not expect a caspaign in Congress concerning
 the tanks, because we have lumd :hmqh‘ cur contacts with the !lrn_ni

that they will not raise any objections--saybe they vill raise a forsal

.
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objoctioa. as 1ip service. lut tho qﬂnattty will be lixod ncco:dinq to
;hc_:andx Arabian arwy's eapccttz eo absord Gh' tank.. I can assure

Your Bighness that we will not havn_nny diltoxoncoo of opinjon on

this matter.

Sultan: 62 course not. - hépo that thers won’t be dit!o:.nc.; of opinion

on.any matter.

Wetnberger: I see that Ambassador Cato is signalling that it's time to

return to Washington. Unless theré Li another lﬁbjoct vhich you wish to

raise before ve end the meeting. ) »

Sultan: Please.

Weinberger: A group from the Pertagon will arrive soon to discuss the
'c-nt;:con' system for the establishment of your front-line hoadanxt‘:s.
I think ihae the correspondence ve had last year and the lttultion.;n the
Gulf maké it imperative that va begin establishing this systea as soon
as possible. The Emir Bendar has informed me that Saudi Arabia is ready

for this, dut vi:hout the fanfacre. VWe ahnll.:-nain 1n touch. We are

" glad that the Emir Bendar is in Washington, for this makes it easier

for us to establish direct contact vith you. Before we depart--we shall
remain in toﬁch and in the next zeetings, duriag the ncxt Cew days, 1
hope that we shall find solutiénn satisfactory to the bo:h "of us op the
subjects of the r-xs the H-l #54 the czur:nccu.

Sultan: Vo:y good. I wish to thank the honorable Schctnzy

ﬁciabcr er: 1f the ncvspapc;:on assault us on the way out, I suggest that

wa say that our -nctin§ vas within the framewvork of our periodic meetings.

let us say that we dealt vith mutual defense issues within the framework -

of the joint cormittes, etc, etc. Y don't think the-newspapermen will

be content with that but...

Sultan: I think the press clr‘ady reparted a fev days ago on today's

mesting. . - ‘- -

Weinberger: Mo doubt.




