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" Secretary of Defense L
The Pentagon =~ - {age umermmeu L wuaamm. 1983 6CT 21 M IO 67
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Dear Mr. Secretary:

1 must say ghacillvas surprised at your 1ette; of September 50.
You state, "No one here ever heard of the news magazine you mentioned
so, of course, there. vas no denial, eté; on our part." The fact is that
a press officer at the Near Eastern desk in the State Depattment has
advised a member of my.staff that according to the U.S. Esbassy in Beirut,
Al-Sapir is considéred by some to be the second ranking*newspaper; after

Al-Nahar. Surely, the Pentagon has access to the same information that the °

State Department has on"that matter.

-

You heve indeed ‘unequivocably denied the nonsense in this falsé :rans-i
ctipt," but you do not deny that a meet:lng took place, only that it was falseﬁf'
reported ' The matter is so seribus that whatevet comments you 'did
make should be furnished to the Members of Cengress on the appi’opriqte '

«  committees.. And since I have been in touch with thewm, a number of members
have told me that ‘they requested the information and so far as I know it has
not );ec been- made évailable to them. I.believe that it is essential that you
publicly reject in Al-Sapir the transcrip{, denounce it as a forgery for .
the benefit of its readers’ in the Mideast and advise the Members of ‘Congress

, publicly where approptiate’— uhat in fact you comitted the United States to
at that meeting. - - L

Please understand that it is my infention to make public this letter
as well as the remainder of the correapondence betveen us. '
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