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Secretary Weinberger’ asked that I reply to your letter of

Détember 1, 1983, in regard to the matter of the purported
anscript of his meeting with Prince Sultan, which was «

lished in the Lebanese newspaper Al Safir.

aving also attended that meeting, ‘I ¢

tported¥transcript 18 a total fal

) grude.disinfdrma:iqn. OU ma

1gence services offen resort to published , :
&fidrc;to_influence U.S. public opinion. _We have not been -
ble to ascertajn the origin of this forgery, as the-author

> the news story, Al Safir's Washington Correspondent Chouk
Rafeh claims. that he received the-documenc-1n-Ergnch,zmaile
iﬁ%gn erivelgope y&ch-a Parls postmark. It is clear, however
vhgt'itvaiﬁg“tp» iscredic’Secretary.Weinberger through the
[nputation that he is concealing information from the Presi .
ifid 18 overly close to the: Saudis, as.well as.publicizing thet
Tose U.5.-Saud{ defense cooperation-in & manner to arouse -
Pposition both amon supporters of Israel in the U.S, and-
erh Arabs, . R S

ary Weinberge _
e Secretary State immedidtely fol
. As you know; these cables are Alvays
llAre commupilcated only to thosf in the Whit '
te Departmént who have a need‘to know. .
general terms, the .prineipal focus of the meeting was on thi:
anon crisis, as the meeting took place at the time Secretd
1tz was conducting his. shuttle diplpmacy in the Middle Eagti
is affott,to\btdgkgthe'ﬂc;dldck., ecretary. Weinberger v
t 1nCer¢aced,iniéxpldzing,(pproachen by Saudi ‘Arabia that
d_perquadd~$ytta-c6*wgf draw from Lebanon, as Israel had
agreed-to withdraw!its force
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_ditf!&’;o_thdigxepp s‘.fth. whole range of bilateral
ity relations was: alfo.discusséd, as is the case every
“we hold our joint'military meetings with the Saudis.,
§h ‘assure you that,/df course, no comumitments were made
Yms sales, as obviously none could be madé without the
ifgort .of both:the: Executive and:the Legislative Branches.
, is very well known to:the 'Saudis as a result of the.
Hebdtes over thé /AWACS planes and other items. THat is why
hélhewspaper article is so absurd. |- . =
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