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SUMPBARY OF SEQVICE STULIED ONDR.CAY T0 REVIEY THE 1977 FPOTECOLE L

The L PR A

1, (1) fThe 1977 Proincols ave the first effort in sevanby
yeors to oodify the lav af armed eonflict as it relates to
the mears amd x Lhols of wirfare. wrevious efforts,
tiu Geneva Conventions of 1929 and 1949, qenerally wene
r=stricited to the less controversial area of protaction of
nongombatante in the hamds of the enaxy. Proponenis of
ratification of the Trotocols have advorcated in part that

ke Protocols larcely colify the cuttemary practicez of
nations at war including certain hemanitarian practicecs, The
validity of this assertion can be confirmed only through thre
study of the actions of nations in previous conflicts, which
invelves substantial review of clzssified and unclassifizd
f.ta.* These studieg are useful pot only in ner rrining the
operational impoct of the Frotocols on US rilit. forces,

tut also in predicting the probability of acher..nee to the
Protocols by likely opwonents. Exarinaticn of the Protocols
within this historical context is also necessary to determine

N o S N

whether their provisions are prackical and cspable of z
universal respect. K
3

2, {0y Six specific arvas are hoing addroacsed in separete
raviews: 2
. &

a. [@# Conduct of unconventioral warfare (Artieles 3%, 47), ¥

o

b. (u) Provisions for the protection of medical 3::
alrcraft (nhreicles 21-31). - The Arry review focusz2s Cn e
medical helicdpters; the Air Force is conductine a >
saparate revisw Of the impact en fixad-wing medical v
aipcraft, =

¢, ({U) Artiecles reculating-the means 2nd methods of ol
warfare (Articles 35, 36, and 48-38), W

w

. B3

d, (U} Definiticns relating to coshatants, noncerbatonts, &

and entitlement to prisonec of war status (Articles a2

»

1(4), 32, 33, 43, 61-67, and 75; Protocol (I).

¥

* or cxample, many of the Air Force's Project TR P
(Conteuporary Historica! Exarinction of Currant Opera* fons) =
reports and Project COPSNA BAVEST {opirational srudics B
from the Vietnam ar) have been examined ip the course of B
the r2view of the 1SRC UN Ceonwention on Certain Convant ional ¥
weapcns  ard those provisions of Protocol 1 relatira to £
roant and martodds ol warfare, %
1
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- U7y Apolicebility of the Protocols to g
chomicnl and bilologieul warfar..,

)

£ Prokibitic.s aflectian the rigtt of reprizal
tavticlas 20, 51-54).

3. W An independent stucey is heiag comicched ah the US
Avmy War College as part of that institution's advanzad
uhudles program, Three-day covputer war gaaes ware conductnd
it 1980 and 1981 to conirust the application of the currant
i of arwed conflict with the application of the Protocols
i+ a om0-tarsaw Pact Scenarie. A third *play® is Foheduld
for Hay 1482, )

4. @ The Protoculs, specifically article 1(4) of

totocol I and Article I1{l) of Prctocol II, also conmstitut=
an attempt to extend the anplicability of the law of arwed
ce -flict to the lower end of the conflict spectrum. In
deing so,. eEforts were mude by Sccialist delegations te
lecitimize the status of terrorist and national liberation
woverents (through POW protection for individuals who are
razbers of such Rovements), and to justify rilikary aections
by such elements acainet a nurber of states, particularly
Israel and Senth Africa, . These chanjes rernlicd in en
ungrecedentsd politicizeticn of the law of armed conflict
which historically has been apoliticai. The Service tevie.s
are endeavorine to determine the operational impact of theze
provisions thot are political or subjec: to politicsl
espleitation (such as possible denfal ¢ prisoner of war
status t¢ U5 perconnel defending Israel), .
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