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1. (Il) The 1977 i'ro::rl~)~:; at· ... the fir-rot effort in s'~\,~:l:':i 
y~!,;r" 1:0 co'}dify th(' 1;1\" ('If arr,'!<1 conniet <'.z it rr:l;q.f:·!: 1-0 

t 11-' ~'~I;I~":j i1:~d l:.~ ;,,:1.1:'5-,,: .. ·f !,:~;:,!·t.!'.:o. Jr~"ic'!oa;,. f:"ff()rtr:, ::~tlC~: ".: 
t.:'l! G(!I1~V;l Con\Tcntion~ of 1929 and 1949, (l"!n(!rilllj' \'''I:Ir.", 

r<,5 ~ r h·u.'d to the l'~;)!1 c()ntl"overs l<1l. areLl of prot"!ct ion of 
nonconlbclti=' ... nt-€ in t.he r.l7ln,1s or the on~:rly. Pr~pOiH:::i'!;:S of 
rEId f icat ion of the r rotocOJ 3 hallC' ad'~ocated in pat-t that 
t~c Prot')co10 large1:t co·'a!'y t!1:;. cU'ltor.>ar.y PI.".lct ic r: nf 
Jl:'ltions <It \-Iar incluCliilQ cartilln h'JlI1an!tarian practic'::s. Tl!! .. 
"'illi~1ity of t~is a!l::>ertion elln bel confirmed only through tore 
nttl(ly oC the lICt t(ln:; of nat ions in pre v ious conf Hcts. ~,r, ic:; 
.i.n'.'r.>lvl'!s substantial !,,,,\'i~,,, of cla!:~ified line l.:n::!:'Isl:'Hi,~rJ 
{",:-':l," These studieD are o5eful r.r)t on},- in rJf'~ ·:--::"i:lir.q tr:c 
opt:!rational impiJct of the I'rotocol!: on us dlit·. forces, 
lut olso in predictinl) the pro!>a:'-il '.ty of a<~het"':1c", to t!~" 
Protocols by likely op!'Onents. Exa:l'inaticm of th~ PL'(ltocol!-! 
\1i ~h in th i5 historical cont.-:xt is also nect'~;;ary t" cl!'!t~l"!IIin e 
t:t>ethec til.lir provisions at'''' pra<:tical oro':: capahl!:' of 
u~\vern31 respect. 

2. (U) Six specif.ic arl!~s are b.~il:g ac!r:t""i:l'cd ir. si?pal:<:t!; 
rt~via""~ : 

il. WIJIIf Conduct of unconvent.ior.,11 '..:arfprp. (Articlc!) 3~, 4,). 

b. IU) Provisions for the protection of IIll'!dical 
aircraft (l,rtic1e!i 2l-31). The l.rl".\' r ... vie· ... f~}cu!i:?s en 
Ineoical hclicoptcrs~ th~ Air Force 1B cOllcl\lctin~: i'I 

s:!partlte rev i '!'W o~ t~jI~ impc:ct on f ixftd-·.· .. i *'19 n,et: i =ill 
ai r.crd C:;. 

c. (U ) Art ieles rR'lulat inq ·the ~eans ancl TIIE'thod" of 
warfare (A::ticles 3S~ 36, and (,8-58), 

d. lUI D~finitic;n!; rf.!latina to cOi7.hf'lt:tI1tS, nonco::-b~t .. nts. 
an~ ~ntitl~m~nt to prisDner ~f w~r statu~ (Article~ 
1(4), 32, 33, 43, 61-67, /Jnd 75: Protocol :1). 

--*~'or C:HIil'pf;,;-;-n::-any o(-E!':p A j r Forc~ I 5 prf'j~ct en :~co 
(Contc!.I;:,ot"ary IlistodC'.~J E:<al"i:-:i:tifln "f C\lrr'~:1t :-'r.;r."l!' !,0nS) 
rtlpo-cts and C'roject CO~0~~;. R"~I!:::ST (o?:-rQ~. ic\fl!ll ~turli~,s 
fr.o:~ the Vietncur. \'lilr) hilVP. been eXili:1inp{! i.n !:h," cOllrr:;r> of 
the r?vi",w of the l~RC :IN Ccrl'J .. ::tion en cCJ:'tC'in ConV'lnt- ion"l 
l';"~r~C:1S er.1 tt~o~'! p!""~vi~ions of l?rotoc<""l 1 r~l~'3t" irq to 
l:'~un~ ~!H'l f.\~'t.:~.o11~i ,,1 ·.';l.r~rll-.":I. 
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(':' l"i'~.lh:~hi1jl,,, 01: th .. ?tOl:ocoh to r.\lclcil.·, 
ch,':dc::l <:I\cl bl(}lQ'liC!'.11 ·..!8rf<II:,:. 

f. !If"! .?rrohiLitic.·!; .-·tr~(·~i.1" the rig!.t of repel:':,:!) 
iftrtl~l~~ 2u, 51-56). 

:3 • Irt! .'1n iild ttpentiellt _~,! .... diy is t.t' i;\~.l cO:ldl:~·r.fid a: ~:~,~ l:~ 
',r:n;r .,·<lr Colle9~ as parI: of thlll: institution's Ildl1.:.n::·~ci 
~::ut311~s proCjram. Thrf:p-(lFI'Y CO~lputer ":i:lr 93;ft~g "'!:!,r~ c::ond'..lct'~d 
';;~ 19f>il Clnd 1981 to C'Ont.n!~t the apFlication of thr< cl.Il:r.i!nt· 
i. -", of .,r.'lll'!n C'or.flict with thp. <!pplication of the l'r()tocol" 
i' a :!.":"O-:-:al"!Il!!I·.' Pact scenc:>rio. 11 thi.rd ·pl.1Y· is ::<~:1~':~1.·,--; 
fcoI: ;~a " 1:IEl2. 

4. ~ Thp. Protocllls, specifically i\rti.cl~ 1(4l of 
P~'otoeol I <loci Article 1(1) of Pretocol I:. also constitut~" 
t", ,'1tternpt to exten(l t!":e 8!"'?1 i~il.bili ty of tb<! law of arn'ec 
er -fliet to the lowcr end of th~ conflict Gpec:tru~\. In 
dr.·i:l~ so,. r:!fforts ~~rc 1'1t:(le b}' Sccialist c1C!lp-<;Iations to 
lc~itilr.izp. the 5t.~tUr. of tet"roL"ist <::ld n(\~ioOtll 1 iiJf:ct'ltion 
1''')\'el'1cntn (thr0ugh PO.,; rro t. ectiun for ineh'i"lIals ~}~.!l i:lr~ 
I.:e:;:b~rs of Slk"\ l1\ol.'emer.ts), and to just ify ~il it.nrl' actions 
b~' !>Llch dell'~nt!; aCln inl::; ~ nu~~ber of stat!!!, part iCtllarly 
Is~~'~l and :;~'I\tl: ,~fl·ic[t •. Thr,sc C!lM:QE'9 r'!!'uli:e:d in .;!rl 

ur.,: ... ~cedp.ntt:'d politiciz/ltion of thp- law of armed ccnflict 
"~hidl hisi:orlcillly hlls b~en apolitic:l~. Tht~ Scrdcp- revi,:,,;,; 
.:11:'0 ~r.~le<lyotin", to octeti'li"e the 0Pr.lr.ilt !(>llal il!l;:>ac': of the!:," 
pro'lisions t::"t ar'? volitic~l or subjl;c' to political 
(';.;pl~itl:ltion (sue,", <I::; POSii ible d"oial r.. priso~r of lola:: 
st,ltus tc U3 pcc&onnel defending Israel). 
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