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Final Transcript 10(18/85 
I 

Me!loCfl Tbis 1a aa oral bi.tory interview held with Mr. John S.D. 

Eisenhower. at the United States Army Military History Institute in 

Carliale, Pennsylvania, on October 22, 1984, at 1:15 P.M. aepreaentiag 

the OSD Iliatorical PtOit'D are Dr. Alfred Goldberg and Dr. Maurice 

Matloff. Tbe iaternew Is belug recorded on tape and a copy of the 

truBcript w111 be aeut to Mr. EiaeDbowr for hi. review. 

We are goiaa to be focusina especially on the period bec_en October 

1958 ad. January 1961, wbea you served aa Defense Liaiaoa Offlcer and 

Asalatant Staff Secretary to the Presidant 1n tbe White Houae. Could 

you tell us .oaetb11l1 about the beckgro\8ld of tbe appolntlll8ul! .at 

wa ... tlul circwutancea. what written OJ: oral illlt:J:uctiou were given 

to 10\1. ad by whom'l 

E:1t~abo_r: 1 would • ., the caus. for the appoiataeat .... pure nepotiea. 

Dad .. ntioned to ae that 1 oUlbt to have .0 .. experieace in de.linl at 
. 

the White Roue level, and ha tbou.aht it would be e lood thina for ae. 

On tha otber haad, what 1 could bring to hi. vaa a reliable ao .. 41al board, 

and I had a certain aount of background .. bavlng baen witb hia ia World 

War II and baviaa a.vad for a year in 1(orea and tbe Coa_d and General 

Staff eoll .. e at Leavenworth. He .ent 1Ia to Joint War Plua In ODeS OPS 

for a Jear to JUk.e aure tbat 1 got aOM idea of bow the Pentagon .. rud. 

I reported there about tbe first of Sept_ber 1957 to Dc tober 20 of 

, 58. The idea waa always that 1 would co .. to the White House later 

on. but 1 think General Good.paster bad aOll.e iuflue.ce on that. 8ay1 .. 

that 1 ouaht to pt .0 .. idea of tha lIOftinl leval before co.inl o .... t 
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the"e. III October the Ullin for ay coml ... waa tn. resisnstioD of 

Sheraaa .w .. fro. the White Houee ataff sad the reaultut rsora-lza

Uoa of that ataff. At that time they ware 1011\1 to put m.ore reapoaa1.

biUt,. 011 Goodpaster' •• houleler.. I r __ ber wheD .dy ad 1 talked, 

aad I vaa 11'1. the aiddle of a project .nd a81d. -General. I could helll 

aro\ID.ct for 8IlOtber EDth or two here, - 8D.ct ha rupollded, -If you're 

e_ll\l at all. you'd better cae risbt DOW.- So I reported 01'1. October 

20th. I bad ill a:llld bavillS a cartain area of ay own reapotl8ibUity, 

but Geaeral Good,ater thoulht that I should just bave the ... ,aDeral 

dutiea as he. only a8 biB deputy. It turll8d out that tbat arraas_nt 

didn't work too well. There va. nothing wUtea, but Dad did .ay to 

ua one tiae that he wanted u. to ,lve a lot of tlaolllht to Ilvinl Ida 

advice, which I thougbt waa a pretty bta order for two p80ph of our 

ala aIld ezpart_ca. It waa flatt.riD., of courae. It turned out 

thet I tended more toward ay Oft area of r.apon8:lb:Ulty, 8uch .a 

daUy intelUlell(:e briefings. Theil 1 b.c ... a _ber of the advallce 

teaas later on for prea1deat1al tI'1p.. But 10 tbeoJ:y, auyway, I waa 

AIlely' a deputy end had pratty much the ... rupollatblltt1ea al he bad. 

Katloff: Thia was a Dew poalt101l? There had baan no predeca.aod 

li •• abo1f!r: That'a correct, acept tbat Go04paat.r'a poaition waa 

already thare, alld bia job vas beinl defined aad ezpanded. Actually 

.ely bad two deputiea. AJ:t Hiulch. tilo bas b.en in the State DepUtMD.t 

receD.tly (aR4 18 accea.tble in Washiaaton). deput1&.4 for the half of 

Aad,·. reapoIl81bll:LU •• tbat had' to 40 with do.atic ie.ue'" '1'berefore 
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Art Ki'QJl.ich fOWld h_elf report1nl to Geural Persou. who bad 

succeeded Sbel'1l8a Ad_s, for infor_l coordlaat1oa~ whereas 1 tended 

toward .y Dadt • office. 1 vas concerned alao.t exclueively with the 

ualioul lacurit, end of .Andy'. job, which involved State, W.ue, 

CIA, and ABC a t that U .... 

Hatloff: Wa've iateniawed GeHral Goodpaater, and he _q ... teel that 

we iaterview you, particularly in thl. area. 

Bi_abowrl Whea Art weat avay oa leave, or so_thilll like tbat, 1 

would tae over Hili of hi. chore.. 'lbe IaOst oueroul of thoae I caa 

r .... ber was approv1111 the routine ... s8le •• eat out to private arou,.--

d1v18ioa rlUltioas, or the aDlllv8raarle8 of church fo_diup, tbina. 

Uke th.t. !hb l'llVolv.s lOae raspona1bllity. because you do sip 

the Pre.ldeat'. a ... to it. 

lIatloff: You S87 that Praaldat E:t.saabower a.atiolled that be wated 

you aa aa ad,,:laer, alona with General Good,aater. Old tbe podtioa 

develop that wayt Dld you find your.alf au adviser. or '"a soundiaa 

board," .a you characterized It? 

Eil!!bowerl Not lIuch. 1n practice. 'fo be ho.at about it, .. did, 

with Goodpaster _d m. lookina over his ahoulder. ex_ine the ,plana 

for tbe next waek of U-2 flights. AlIO, oae area 1 had to check was 

the fail-safe feature. of Dew aucl.aT weapons. We had to ao throush 

th. aad 887, -If tbta doaaa't work, thea thie works, theu thiB works, 

tbea this," _d fiually we would concluda tbat a aivea device would be 

l1lflnitely aafe, then weld 80 1u aud adv1se the Pre.14at to 10 ahead 

3 
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aDd appro," th:la _apon. He would just look up aad say, "0.1.." That' a 

in the real. of advice. But any t11lle that 1 chos. to opea lilY -.outh by 

way of broad advice was uaually aa a aoa and waa also uaually un_lc.,. 

Goldbera: You referred to the 0-2 fUahta--did you have )m.owledae at 

that ttDa of pravious overfliahta of tbe Soviet Union by other than U-2a7 

lia.u.over: Ro. (Peraoaa waa not clearad for the U-2 by hia own cholce; 

Goodp .. tar I Gol'doa Gray, aad .yaalf wera officially claareel; Captaia Eva.1l 

P. Aurand, lIaval Mde. lOt cleel'ad for lt because the Navy wa UII1aa 

hba aa Ita peaetration of the White Houae.) The U-2 was eatabliahed 

ia '56 after the lluas181l8 turned dow the opea akiea pro,olal. When 

1 waa liviq on Oaker .. t Drive. Alexandria. Dad ca. by, the Baatet' 

of 1958. before 1 w.a _rk,ina at the White Bouse. I rmaember aUtina 

on the couch aad 1118 s.,.Il'l&. ·We'ra 0.ar£lyl01 Rueda now with air

craft _ doa't think can be ahot down." He juat Bhruaaed and let it 

ao at that. Then 1 c.e to work in tbe White Houae, and went over to 

CIA, where it was arran .. d between Goodpaster and Dick Biaaell to bdef 

... on tbe "code word .atedal" for the U-2. Tbey ahowed ae picturea of 

the wiaaa that bad to ba carrled on wheela, and all that atuff. ao .y 

official koowladlll of it belaa at that tiae. Dad would appro .. of 

the flilhta periodically, each approval beial for: a .ek'. clUl'8t:l.on. 

Thea. if they dida't aet their fliaht in. they would ccae back for 

I'eap,roval. 1 think that procedure, parenthetically. 18 one of the 

thinas that lot ua In tl'ouble, becaua. it .a,. be that that lea' .taaion 

1I&y bave baen aqua •• ed into a day _1'1 it va. 1lOlt aoat claireble. 

4 
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Katloff: 1 ta. it thi8 poaiUOIl called for a IlWlbex: of acti"itie. 

Oil youx: part--lla180n officer with iotelliaence, BOURdilla boax:d on 

occ .. ion. lea .... n. 

Blaenbower: The aOURdiac board would not be written down anywhex:e, 

but I did have a cocktail with Dad. every nl&b.t. 

Hat10ffl I waB aoins to aak. how often you •• t With hD. ill all official 

capaci ty II 01' URofficially for that utter. while you axe in thi. podtlon. 

Ms.beDr: There are "black. booka." aa they call tha ill Abilene. Rich 

at'e coaplete1y uncluslUed and contal0 the President'a appolnmenu. 1 

would Bay that 1 a"erqed around one and one-half v 181 ts in his office 

per d8,.--.oat daya for tbe IntelUaence brieUnSB. _d tben fox othel' 

thlD8B. '01' ezaple. Andy eatabUshed. when he bee ... Staff Secretary 

In 1954. the habit of accoapany1nl averybod.y who want into Dad'a office, 

Witb the exceptioll of Secx:etary Dullea. (Dulles was the only one who 

tbaox:atically got in tb8l!'a by hl.alf.) When he diad. we aneakad ln 

with aener. and sot aay with it. 

kYof!: Were 10U al80 x:acordlng th .. e _etinas? 

Bi.enhonrc With., own lort of ahorthand. I would take a yellow pad 

aod write it up. 'l'boae are all on the record. 

Goldberll Goodp88ter had been dolnl th18 for yeara. 

Bi."boveX:1 tea, he bad been dolnl it. aad I did it. too. As it finally 

e.o1ved, vith ae havlna the other odd joba, Good.paatex: tended. to take 

the llOx:e i.portent one. hi .•• elf, and I took the 1&aa.x:. But thax:e 

waa no hard and fat rule about tbat. It depended on who vaa dolns 
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what at the UM. ODe nice thina about tbe White Hou8e, tM ...... 

a1w.,. _ouab to do. You'ra aavar aittins around __ ployad. 

*U21fl What .. are yoar relatloaa witb the _.bere of the Cablaet 

ad the lat:loul Security Coacll? ~id you he.a aay direct or indirect 

.eall •• witb tb •• in tbi. capacity? 

It_bo_FI 1 .,_1£ did not bava very .uc'b. 1 would, if 1 bapp.ad 

to ba on haud vhea ADdr ••• n't there. He logically ra ... ed for b"aU 

the rupoaaibllity to deal vith the Mil,.: ..... 1'. of the Hatlonal S.cu.rl ty : 

Co1lllC1l. But if ba dlda't happen to be thera. 1 vu a very acceptabla 

aubaUtute. 'lha one individual who 1iIOuld deal with anyona oa the .taff 

was Lewi. Strau... Oulla. wouldo't talk to aoybodYJ he voal4 hard1r 

talk to _dy. ae beU .. ad in 4ealuS tbrouSb what .. calla4 io the 

Axay -81s.- Chaul... Herter would abo daa1 with anybody_ How they 

operated wae jut a que.u.oa of peraonality. Burias tha rbubarb over 

the ra181 .. of tha Panaaaalaa fl ... over tha Pa ..... Canal, a bot 18aue 

at a certaio pertod of tille, 1. lata' 59 or .0, I ._ talkia. w1th 

Under Secretary D1110D, tak1q ........ back auc1 fortb to Dad. Appar-

ently the aIt .. BaGor down there .. IhiDS a little troable bacauae he 

wa brpu8:llLs the State Depart_at, cal1108 Oa.e Kendall i. the White 

House. So 1 waa there to BUDd 1., 'bu.t by ad lara. 1 clealt with AtCb 

Calhoun, who corra.poadad to ADdy 1. the State D.parcaeat. (in the offlca 

criSl.ally aet up by Gaaeral Har:ahall, a .taff aacretarlat), or v.ltb 

TOIl Kellhl.y, 'Ilia aaelataat. 1 wo\lld lenez:aUy deel at the staff level 
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with people who vere on the Hational Security Council. And, would deal 

with the bil lbots. 

Golenpe"l; 1 went to school with McBlhiny, a lood 11411. 
, 

Matloffa How about the Secretary of Defease ad offieials in 08D'I 

With whoa did you deal there? Were there no counterpart. to the 

people in State tbat you were dealing with? 

lie_bower: Sixty percent of ay work wa. done with State and CtA. I 

don't know why that waa. but I a180 think that 60% of lIlY Dad's WIOrk w_ 

With State and CIA. 

Matlo!!; Aa to the perception of tha Sovi.t threat at the t~ you 

ea. into the positioa--wbat do you recall ... the dominat attitude 

tow.rd that threat that you found in the Whit. Bouae. or 10 the ac8dn-

iatration! Was there an eareed vie. or vere there dlfferencee within 

the adainlseration'l 

It.anhowu: 1 thi. that thaot:etlcally tbe departaen.ta vere at one. 

It waa accepted eoaplately that the Soviet threat wa_ dang.rous, not 

to be trusted. but also ay Dad had the ambition (and tille doe.n't 

chaDse very aucb--oow they are talking about the •• e i.lue) to 

begin a dialo",e that aigbt re.ul t in a lIutual reduction of heavy 

weaponry. tutina. and abo reduc1nl nockpUe.; DOt bacaae we 

understood the IUldans, liked tbelr syat •• or trulted thea, but 

because it would be to 1I\1tue1 advant.... Of cour.e, tbe bia hanluP 

on that was the qualtion of autoal inlpection, which the Soviets 

would never stand for. I believe that tboae two tb,1n.s,:,,-keep your 

powder dry but try to talk a114 develop lOIl8 kind of un4entandina-

togetber were acceptad eoapl.taly 41IOng all tha depart_nts. Wheu it 
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e._ to tbe aitty ar:ltt1 t such as the Berlin threat tbat hit at 

Tharatl slviuS of '58, _4 you lOt into 8.a.ioaa in the oval office 

on conti .... 1lC1 plamlll. then tbe military were &ore prone to aboot 

firat. Gan liorstad was all cralllted up to send s c01lbat e._nd dow 

the Autobabn, and Stats was laUCh aore 1uclinsd to stop and talk aDd 

defu,e the thina. But they all aubacribed to the a.e theory It which 

18 more or l .. s obvious. 

)fatloff: Did the Pre.U.nt vi .. e __ isa a. a mono11thic bloc or 

threat at that timef 

Bisenhoar: te. t he d1d. Th.Ee was not lauch roo. for var:lation. 

Tito had DOt been accepted by ua at that t1 •• a. aort of a .ead-ally. 

a. he was later in '69 or '71 when I wa. in Burope. 

Hatloff I How about the iap&C1t of the Korean WarT You cae in after 

the war was over, of course. but you h •• erved 111 tbe war your •• lf. 

rro. your per.pective, on the White House ataff 111 '58, what did you 

feel had. been the i.pact of that waS' on national security policie.? 

Bow did the President view the i.pact of tbat war on Aaeriean lliHtary 

aDd foreian pollcy" 

Bieenhower: Wh_n 1 lot there, the Korean War waa :resarded 88 staply 

.oaethlnS that had been solved, 10 that _a no problea aay .ore. 'fIlere 

was tbe little leftover probl_ of Syna-n ahee, wbo was aettina JaDre 

and 1I0re arbUnry at that U.a.. In early 1960 h. _. depoaed end ned 

to Hawaii. I thi_ that the biaS •• t i.pact the Koraaa War had. ae far 

as hi. eftrycla, wrk •• eoncerned, ... the attitude 1.cu!cstecl 1. 
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the Anl,. beeaua. in .plta of the feet that we dropped the atOllic 

boa" in Aulat of '45. IDrea eat ue back to cOD ... nt1oaal waJ:!fur-

World War 11 at,la "apons and World War I type of fight1... 'lha 

.kay _a sxpaaded "eyonel ita 1101'1181 peacetille eize, 80 ¥ben Dad was 

loina to cut 1t back to a ra .. oaable aize, naaly the New Look. the 

Arlay balked. So there was aort of a back door effect. It.a the 

effect of recoveriq from the Korall1l War. rather tbaa the lCore_ War 

lt1alf. (Be adjuact to that _a the n.sr of officers .. hael to cut 

back frOll the bloated amy. That was a very d.Uficult huaan th1na to 

deal with. 

Hatloff: 'lhls was in the late '508. wen the theoriats _re not in 

aare .... t with each other about the ... ning of the Iorean War. Some 

thought that thie would. aean that in the future you would h8'fe to 

worry .ore about licesd _1'. 'l'hare _. a b11 d.ebats on wbethet to 

ues tactical weapons in connection wtth 11m.ited war or whether the 

cIoainant policy ehould. be l18881ve retaliation. '!'be theoriata _re 

not in coaplet .... r .. -.ent. Wu the Predd. .. nt folloviaa thie d.ebate 

il1 any eipific_t way, 01' was he relyina on hie etaff to kaep hill 

abr ... t of theae currenta? 

Neenhower; aa had it abeolutely at bb finlerUpe. 1 w .. the devil'. 

advocate. I gu .. a at youlre aetting at 1. that the IDrean War _a 

the firat real liJItted val' that we'"e ever foulht. unle •• you would alao 

count the ODe agaiDat Spain in 1898. It bad •• t tha patter. that the Aray 

and. :I. t8 bureaucratic pitch .. begaa to aepead on. What happe_a waa 
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tbat oae. yO\l sot the atOilic ... pon and preocc\lpaUoa With seo.eral 

war (wbieh 10. tboee day8 was defiud as a war bet_en tbe United 

States and 1\1.1881a. in which our troops were partic1patius and in which 

the natioHl a1.ltvlval of elther eOWltry wa. de_cl to be at isaue). 

tbe Air rorce bad cornered the .arket. Nobody could arsue about the 

top priority of SAC. but what that really did was P\lt the Aray in 

cap.tition with tbe Marine Corps, aa to who was aoins to flaht the 

baa_a wars. That was pretty bad goinS. 

Gen. Taylor .ad. quit. an .teeu. of try10a to poiat out that lla-

hed war was tbe 1I08t l:Ur.ely thinl we were aoing to BneoUllter, and 

in that he was backed up witb aenry liaBinger'a book, 111.IClaar WMEOna 

and Forailn Policy, published in 1957. So it bee .... question of 

where dId tbe dollars lo--toward tha aueral purpose forees for la

ited wars, or to SAC. Everybody aSreed that SAC had to eo.a firet. 

It wae jU8t a queltiOD of how auch of tha aKOlldary fUllcla would 10 

into tbeee lea.eral purpoae force.. When 1 weat over to the Any 

Staff, Joint War, 1 .a. a poatar on the wall sbowlUS a 80ldier 101118 

"oval' the top" w:l.th his faee eontorted and his dUa up, and it aaid 

"STIAC.· 'That was tb. Strategic Aray Coauud. eoaaiat:L1I8 of three 

divi.ions that 8uppoaedly ate raw _at on a .tiet and UDfortuaately 

was a falsehood. We could hardly daploy one of th •• lnat that was 

part of the .... of bluff we were gotnS thzouab--"S1lACs the nation'. 

answer to U.1ted wer." I .aid. "That poster aeka8 l:laited war look 

like e deliahtful thina_ Why don't we talk about deterring it? We're 
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aot 101111 to s.ll the Aaerlcall public on th, joys of £iahUIlI .

li.lted war. It That we the ,eycholoay that weat tbrou.h the ar.y: 

that 11ll1te'd war .s 80ina to be the 8reateet tb1D1 dace tbe Imren-

ti.OIl of the wbael. It wu s111,. There was another thia, oa the 

PersMIlI. which we 1118ht get to later oa. 

Goldb,rll At the .... U.'. of course, th.y didn't interpr.t 11a1teci 

war a. a.c .... rtly .eaniac a .ull war, b.cause 1 t could includ. a 

.. jor war in l\1I'ope. Hucb of their planain8 .s to tbat end, and 

certainly the}' would have liked _re resource. for that purpoae. 

didn't th.,? 

li •• abo_sa 110 U.II1t.ed war ill Europ" that wa. abaolut.ly e 1\o-IlO. 

Ther. would b. no U .. itecl war in Burope--if )'OU st.pped acroes tbe 

line, by God, you'd 8.t SAC. That was the uDnistratton'. th1Dki11l 

In tbo.e days. 

Go1db.rl: Th1. w •• the An, po.ltlon too? 

Bll!9b9wer: 1110. It. telltml about the adaiaiatretion'. poslUon. 

Goldberg: 1'. talJr.lq about the An, positioll. The Am.,'a poliUon 

was that we ca. have a b1, cOIlYentional war. and therefore we n.ed a 

lot of forces. The Navy hacked tb_ up on th18--1£ we .et 11lto .1' 
wlth the Soviet Uaion. lt is probably aoing to be con.entional .1' 

flrst .. aad .et b1&. aDd u,b. lat.r all b.COIIe nuclear. They had to 

take tbat po.ition in .. If defease, didn't theyf 01'.0 they thought. 

B18enbower: Anybocly who aald that ill the Army wa a .... rtek. ll • 

... not looklnl for frieda 10 the a4mnl.tration, if he would 8a, 
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anyth1nl about the poaaibility of a l_ited war in lurope. That had 

Coldberl: Taylor laid it. didn't be? 

Ita-hower: t don't DOW, t 4on't r_abet hie aayinl It. If he did. 

the I'. leanina a_ethilll bere. 

0014b8rl: I think that _. b:l8 position. 

Eisenbower: To 10 a little further about Dad' a knowledle about all 

of thb: be add that the Ar.,. bad five ellvlsioD.8 in Burope and two in 

Kor:ea, aa 1 recall. We hlld a total of 14. Dad adel, "How .any d:1vi

sion. do the,. wand If we pt into one more Korea. 1 aipt handle a 

a1s-div1810ft wart but if we bave two of thea, I'. loilll to let 10 

with SAC. 1'111 not going to have ehb country bled to death by a 

.eri .. of llaited wara ... lie waa count11l1 dlvia:l.OI'le t but what he 

vas 0. 't aware of waa tbat the Ar.y. In pr:ollOtinl itaelf, couldn 't 

sdmt how aa thoae strapped division. were; it was 8ay1.,. that it 

waa a littla atronler tban it .s, in .y opinion. W. wara all in the 

gae of bluff. Our JSCP and JSOP vere talking about aobll1ziDg 44 

divb101l8 by M+6. 1lal1-fil'e, what ue you loing to do with 44 d1vi-

.iou by .H+61 What kind of dl,,1Bione would they bell and what would 

you ana th .. witb? 

MaUoIf: I tae it then, by thi. line of thoulht. that the Preaideat 

waa av.a of the dlac._ion end debate 101nl on __ I the c::.iv:U1an theo-

riats, for: exampl., tbe aand people and people like Kiasluger writ1 .. 

In the late 'SOa? 
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Bll.hower; Ye., acutely aw.re • 

.. tloff: He w •• certalnly following tbe debate over military atrateay. 

Did be doalnate the proeM. or was he following lt, lulda tba 

adalnla tr aUon? 

11apDonrl lndele tbe adatnl.tradon he ab.olutely dictated. it. 

When 1 waa in War Plana, our bl. "b'te nOlr" .e Don Quarle., Deputy 

Def_e Secretary and. f01'll.er Secretary of the Air lorce. He knew 

wba t he was te1k111g about; he _a a very .lIar t Ma. We thousht that 

h. vea aaaiut the Anly, but he w .. jU8t pro-Air Porce. W. tbought 

very poorly of hill. When 1 left Val' Plana they had a little Haarlc"': 

.. And I waaer he'11 never forg.t tbe B ..... n/ltl.ba11 duet; And all the 

querrela tbat at ... d fro. old Quarle.' obe .. aioa wltb e".rythin. 

jet. .. rhen 1 .ot to the White Hou8e and fouad out: t:hat: th18 .uy was 

no o.re. lie was do~. exactly what the ad.m:l.a:.l.8trat.ion told bim. 

Quarles was rigbt on targ.t With adcniatratioa policy, 80 I bad to 

r ........ y tb:.l.llklng • little bit. 

Httloff: Did the Prealdeat re.ard the Ne. Look. polley .e ao_thlna 

ne", or aceenUna trend8 that were beaun before, 1n the previous 

adral:nia tratlon? 

Biaenbowr: lie visuaUzed the Ne" Look. as 10in& In the dlree t:lon tbat 

he had al"ay8 tbouabt the Un:.l.t.el Statu .houlel ao--tbat lacU.eaou. 

fore .. either ill Euope or SOuth .... t .u1a or anywheu elae abould. 

8upply the aroUlld troop. mel that .e .hould aupp1y tbe navy anel air to 

b.ck th_ up. We were not in the bU81oa8. of .upplyi .. the ••• 81V8 
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_opo_r to .atch tu SoViete or Chla.... That proport1oa of 8.nlee., 

or rolaa ad 1I1 .. 10.a, 80t th1:O_ off t_porarl1y (which goee baek to 

,our earlier polat) b, tbe Kore. War, whlcb waa a foot-dogler'a var. 

Th. 8r1t1lb were DOt very Iluch for lad varfare. Z".a at Waterloo 

there wera two-thirds Coatiaaatal8 aDd oa.-third 8rltlsh fa We1llaltoa's 

ana't ad WelUagtoa had a dar. lood U.e of retreet back to the eo .. t. 

ltatloff: We .eatloaecl before tha Presideat's poSition OD SAC. What 

waa hie ettitude 1D 18 .. eal toward the Wla of nuel .. r .. eponat 

uader what clr~taDC" would he have uaed eh., if he would! 

11naho_r; I.e waa 118ft1' called on, &0 1 clo.' t Imov. In thoae da,. 

HAD, mutual aNured. deatruction, vas Dot yet believed to be a feet. 

That happeaed wMa we developed .1 .. Ue-carr,:1na .ub_rine.. Ia 

tboaa da,. we balieved that whoever shot firat with SAC would bave 

e01l8thina let t of hi. couDUy b, the t1me a nucl .. r exck.ae was 

over. So it YU couidareel an awful, terrible, but atUl vi8ble 

military opt1oa--caaalttinl SAC before the other IU' dld It. There 

were two wa,a 1n wkicb a senera1 war eould atart, one in eaae the 

Sovieta just decided to .boot Uret. 'fhat vaa eartainl, tha 1e .. t 

d .. lrab1e or tbe aoat horrible va, to Itat't a Wodd War III. But frCMI 

• United States viewpoint if the, mada a ausive around attaekln 

lurope and ve had to retaliate, we'd probabl, eome off better than if 

the, d.eclded to sboot tbe weapona f1ret. He elai_d thet he would do 

that. The NATO treaty 1apU .• , .eybe .a,a outrigbt. that an attack 

on oae ia an attack on all. In our wt pl.._ tbe ._ic national 
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security policy doc_nt .a1d tbat nuclear weapon. ware to be considered. 

as conventional weapons. 1 b.lleve that in that .'¥Olutlon Dad aubacribed 

to it in theory. We had all thesa courses in atoaic plannina. aad I 

took a cour:s. in it at Port Belvoir. But 1 do notice that in practice 

durina the 1958 Leba.uon crlsts. after Illna l'a18al hd bean sbot in 

Iraq. they sent the Sixtb Pleet down tbare. Adadral C.A.T. ("CatW) Browa 

let :I. t out to the preas that we had a nuclear capability on band, and 

such a furor raulted that we finally bad to reas.ure the public 

that no nuclear weapon would be uaeel. So t'm not ao sure about 

applyina the theory in practice. but tbe theory wu that they _re 

conveRtional _SPOIl8_ 

Gol."ra: That wee HoRen John tbey bad there. Tiley had nuclear 

warheada but 11.0 cORvenUollSl onea, aD they aeRt the a.uelear one. frOlll 

Europa. With reference to roesardil1l nuclear .apona aa essentially 

conventional in te1'll8 of possible Met your father clearly had that 

view In the early yeara of h18 aclrd.niatration. It comes t.brouah in 

mnute. of .. attaaa. for inat8.DQe. vhera they're discusaina nuclear 

weapons, be asks. r..-rlta about their posdble use. There was appar-

ant.ly a vary coaalierable effort on t.he part. of the admlni.t.J:ation 

in thoae early yaara to propaaate the Idea publicly that after all 

nuclear weapon. bad raached the point where thay really could be 

cona1dered just an extension of conventional weapons. But I would 

sather fro. what you sa1d just now aDd from what else occurred in tbe 

laceer yeara of hls adJUnlatratlon that by then ha had pl'obably chanaed 
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hia viaw on that. that the adJl1n1stration wasn't pU8h1nl that hard for 

it. 1 knew acientista .0 were doing thia, too, at th:1.8 U .... 

1:I.88Dl!q!f!r:: 1 don't thiDltt that he ever: cae out and aaid that he 

retracted his position, but they certainly dUn't pueh the Davy 

Crockett .erle. aa hard aa they Illlht have, and the neutron bab .s 

never pusbed very hard. So I think .. ,be he jU8t didn't chana_ bia 

theory, but parhap. hi8 own r.actlon in a real world w •• not to uee it. 

I think hla idea _al how do you eva l' ded"e at what level youtre 

loba to atop uai. tha, betwean the tactical weapons and the thamo

nuclear orll1n&11y1 But, 1 think. it had to evolve. 

GoldNr: .. : A lot happened in that 8-,881.' period reaardlll8 the atOilic 

weapon and the around force •• 

lieenbowerl Ye8. Wa reorganized the infantry division. ,uPpoleclly 

80 that an individual battalion could be knocked out by an atollic 

weapon and you put a little X""Il8rk "battalion gone, II than replace it 

with another self-contained unit. That idiot Uve-aided monatar of a 

dlv1810n Wi had (P.ntoaic) Val designad 80 that the Army could prove 

that it .a in tha nuclear .... I don't aee .y they did that. 'lbey 

certainly did away with the Pentamic Divi810n fast enough. 

Goldbera: Becaus. th.y thought they would set toney. That' 8 wby 

they went for tbe lli •• l1.a, too. M.daria 8aya thet quite clearly. 

Be tried to 8ell th .. on al8811es because that' 8 where they eoulcl set 

the aoney. They wal"en't 10108 to get it for tanka and trucks. 

Mat19ffc Bow lIlport8Qt clid he view a civil clef ... _ proar- in tbe 

late 1950&f 
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i."ho .. L lie u.,el to .ay. "VIlat are you J..D'f people k1ck.iq about! 

You are 10UI to be iavaluable for .reorlaa1&ial the COUD.try after a 

Ducl .. :r emhaq.... That wun't exactly what aoae of our Sir Galabau 

bad ia Id.a.d a. our role. aad at.atoa.. 1 th1ale that ha .a very Itroq 

00. it. lie had • feirly a,ar ... ive fellow, Go.eraor Leo HOII&h, a. the 

civtl defeue pel'8oa, ad there .a a lot of puah on fallout aheltera. 

ne Gaitber repor't hM been ortBtaa1ly dutga.d ••• civU dete .. e 

atuely, but later avolveel iato .v.ch • broad tbin, tbat tbe adJdn1aa:ra-

tion tr1ed to suppress it. Try11l8 to put into perapacUve what propor-

tio" he ",t into It. ha probably 41cln't tbink civil 4ef ..... a lob'l to 

aa.e much ill cue of nuclear attack. but every dollar P\lt into it yea a 

gooel iIly_tlleDt for a_e eur:vhal. 

ltatloff: By the end of the t SO •• Hawell Taylor wu a1r ... y thiak1ng 

anel writi", about the po.aibility of a flaxible reapoue atratelY. 

»14 tid. have a. impact at all on tbe d_iau.t trend in .trateaic 

tbtu1a, in the adaiaiatration'l lCotb1q lot carried out untU the 

next .da:l.rdstraUon, when~.y eae in, but Taylor "as certeWy, 

even ln tha l.te '50s, thi8inl .. out fl.xible a'rat.". Did it have 

any impact on tbe aore dominant Dotion of ... dv. retaliation? 
, 

IYy.ho_n Iwa't .a, tbat:it dida'" but 1 .. not aware of it. 

llatloff s Dld you ever hear diaeu •• ioDII on it in .... y of the .aat1n,a 

at the White Houaa, po.aibly with John loater Dulle.! 

Blaeaho",1 No. After all, Dulle. died in Hay 1959. Hi. funeral was 

tbe •• y t~t the "ltl_tv.. on Berlin we8 auppo.ed to run out. On a low 

level. I met Gordon Gray 1n the hall one day in late 1960. (1 tbis 
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Gordoa Gray tbouaht that 1 wa. a terrible Y."8 Turk.) 1 8aid, "WOulch1 t t 

it be Die. to have _ou,p aray that we could filht tboee 1ua8i.s off 

without havina to uae atoaic weapout· Be diela't like tbat au,ch. aad 

rupoaclad. "It .0 happeDI that the foral: leneration, not youra. il 

bl, charle.· 1 laiel, ·Yea, but aine (Keaaedy) haa be. elected. in." 

1 think tbat •• a new idea tbat needed a aew .. n to prollVlaate it. 

Gold.berl' All 1 not correct 1n l' __ ber1na that there was rea.ed 

apuaia on coaventioHl capability durina the 188t coupl. of ,. .. rs of 

the adaini8trationt Hy 1.pl'usion 1a that there ... .ore attention, 

partl,. beeauee of Berlin, b8inl paid to conv.atioul raspoues ia 

GemaD.)' and elaewhere and because of tb.t Soae 1DC.re .. ecl e.phuia on 

GonvenUo .. l force.. So that there are a lot of people who .tuelied 

thia period who believe that a lot of tbe .l_ents of tbe r:.eane.y/ 

JIC ...... poliey of eonventional re.ponae were already HlillD.ina ia 

the 1 .. , fev yeara of the B1.e1lhover adldnlatratloa. 

11 .... ': 1 would lay aow,. 1 don't know. but probably .hoold aaree 

with YOUe But 1 don't believe that that type of thiwklaa lot to the 

White BoUIe le"el. It aay bava been in the Pentaaon. there t , a1...,. 

tw different tbiqa 101ng on, like tbe Bay of Piaa, where no plaB e"er 

lot to the White BoUIe durinl t'he B1aeDhowr 1da1n18tratlon, but ... ay 

have be .... uader e0881.eration in the P_ntaaoa. In th_ Berlin criai8 

we dic1 e.d _tit-ioul troop' to Buro,. to fIe.D. OIlt to,utical uaits 

and fill up the c.paies. The 1_d1at. purpos., 1 .. 'lute sure. 

we_ to give s ".ipal". becs._ we purpos.ly let it be "4iIlC0"'8re4." 

Wa waren't g01ng to broacle.ast 1t. That would .,.ai •• that we wel'e 
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t·aktlll thie th1na 8erlou.ly; but 1t va8 not done bec.su ••• y Dad be1:l...,.. 

in a coav_tioDal war. It _8 a diplo .. tic move, rather than an !Ddl-

c.,Uon of a real conviction that we would fiaht on the around. 

QolfHxII Bu.t there wae a lot of contina_cy p1annina by State and 

Dei .. e. all in conventional teru. 

(;o14berll Yee. with particular reference to Berl1n. I r __ bar 8e .... 

inS the plans 8t the tie and siuee, for tbat matter. and have been 

lapressed with the fact that it a.aed to me that the tr.nd "e. already 

settia, in in '59 and '60 in the BiBeDhowar adll1nistratioD in this 

direction. they vere aet.tins IIOre IIOne't for one th1OS. Tbe ArlaY 

was ,ettiAs more .. e,. in thoae last couple of years tban It had been 

aettil" before. 

Ib_bop' I don't contest that, but I just wa. not ritn •• to it. 

btloff: 'lbe queetion of 1ildted wars in peripheral areae--hov ware 

those 1010S to be .etf Was tbere any provision .ade for tbe outbreak 

of 8.D.Other ·Kor.a in the AsiaUc lIDrl4'l 

Bls.n'howrt 1 thiDk our .upportina war plana were probably all riaht. 

net'e were 14 divisions when I went to the White Bouse. As I recall. we 

loat one durinl 1958, frOl'll 1.5 to 14. 1 think that Daci thouSht that out 

of that you ouabt to be able to get a cosaventional force. Then they 

converted the trainiDa division., really replac.ent trainee centers 

(Breis). into lIore re.pectable organizations alona infantry d1vis1on 

li.a, which 18 Dot as effIcient for train1111. but 18 for .p10,..nt. 
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HaUof! I Let'. tura to tbe budlet aad a .. powr probleaa 1n li ...... r'. 

lecond adaiailtratioa. wilea you "1'. oa the White Hou. neif. V.re 

you drallB 1a oa a1l1 of those ell_usdo .. oa how -.ucb aoDay .. to b • 

• at .. iel. for Dei_e? WIIo ...... attiaa the ceiling. for Weaae ad 

how ".re the figure. being al'l.'ived at? Wbat were the d._iDallt iaflu· 

aacea aBel who ... beta, pr1 .. rily iaflueatial ill this ar.a? 

Ei.!!bDWrl Dad. b.U •••• d that three lea. of tbe 8tool. the .. U1tary • 

.orale, aDd ecollOlIic" CODatltuted tbe ... lC8 for nat10ul atrellath. 

TIlerefore h. felt '1.1'1 .troagly tbat tb. aUltary .boulel aot ,et a 

bilger p1ee. of the pi. thaa it •• har.. '!'hal'. wu the f.."". Geora. 

a.puey reacU.oa h. '57 to tbe $38 bUlion budae' for D.f ...... -b. 

alway. i .. t.ted. tbat that •• too auch, that _ cowda't coatiaue 

with that 1.1',8 a level. D.d believe. in tbe balanced bud.aet. 

Therefore he baliaved in k.epia, the ail:l.tal'J dova to • ll8Cua.ry 

1.'1.1, w.t.th •• e daar88 of lli1itary 1'1*. On tbe other hand, he ... 

9'81'1 .... ltiv. to tb. cbar,. 11M. 1n .oae quart.ra that he •• willi • 

. to jeopardU. the Unit." Stat •• to lav. a buck. That b.ccae. a very 

difficult .. juata .... ,. to let _oulh but no .,re. He.a the laat 

preaideat to hue the uaderltad.1na. 1 bel1ev., really to aiv •• IIY 

80rt of • Jwla .... t on that h:a..elf. Of cour.e, what th.y've cion. 

r1&ht aow 1& .ak tb. r.ntllon for lt8 landry list, than live tD-. 

all the toy. th.y raquelt. 

Golclb.U1 He' cl cart.ialy b. l11Cradulou. now, WDwdn' the? 

".-hower: Y •• t 1 ahould .a, .0. 
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ktloff I He.... tr01l81,. dedicated to tbe idea of a beal thy ecollOll,., 

_d 1lOt a .... iye defen.e bulldup. 

li.8DllDwr: Yea. Soaebody wrote tbat he va the lat preaU8I1t wbo 

could tell tb~ Chair .... of the Jout Chief. that he •• ·out of hi.1 

tree- aad 10 bo.. and .leep peacefully. There was sub. ta.tially that 

tUI of wt betwen tbe economy and the Pentapn, _d I beUeYe he va • 

• ati.fled tbat be had dealt re .. onably witb tbls problea. 

Mat.loff: Did he e •• nuclear ... apons aa po.sibly .aylal the .. e of 

maapower! 

lia.bowen lu. l:te .aid tbat we _uldn't bave lot1:8l1 a., witb build

tal our. 81 yel up the wa, we baye ecoDoaicall't and bu11dtnl up Burope 

aDd so fortb, if ". didD't have the protection of the atoUc ".pou. 

I think that up to • car tain pol.t he considered atomic ... pons a. a 

pOlitiye foree in preserving world peace. I don't know. when thina. 

b.pa. to set toUSh.r toward the ed, whether be 8tlll felt that wa, or 

not. On March 6 aDd 7, 1959. ia •• S.1008 with the CODlr •••• Dad wa. 

euttinl the Any by 30.000 at that ti.e. when the Berlin cds18 vae 

at 1 ta beilbt, and Lyndon Jobnsou cae oyer froa tbe Seaat. aud aaid, 

"Cant t we do loaetbiasf" Dad reaponded that he bad eYet)'th1ns be 

wanted. And he went throulh wUh 1 t. 

Katloff: Wbat vae b18 seneral attitude toward such tbin81 .a UKT, 

th. draft. and the yolunteer At.,! 

lieenbower: 'Jhe volunteer Arm, va_ unth:f.nk.ble. l:te bad pusbed for 

Ull'1' yery bard .1 Chi.f of Staff of the Arra,. That va now. dead 
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18,ue. Tb, draft was tbere aad. it .. iolD., to Itaya I dOll't tMat 

tba t i.,UI .ft'f Dotber.d hia. 

Matlgffl A41d.re1 Burk., wb.n we interviewed h:la .... Uoned tbat, wh.n 

b. cae to •• e the President about the nee •• of the lavr. tbe Preddent 

rna'f'. b:f.ae.U oa the need of a draft. Buke wanted the draft to 

De appUed to the Navy. too t and the Preddant reluctantly lave in to 

h~. Dtd he ever discu,. tbi, lubjlCt with you? 

B1aep.howeE= It Bound. backward to me. 1 1IOwd think that Dad would be 

puahiul for tbe Navy to take draftees and that the •• ., would b. re.i8t-

tng it. 

Matloff: luk. bad a very clear recollection that on.e of hi. very 

firat acta ¥ben. be bee ... CNO vaa to go to WilBon, the S.cr.tary of 

D.f .... , and t.ll hiB vbat h. val ,otn, to do. Willon r.luctantly 

all' ... d to 10 alonl with hi. to tb. White Ho... 'lbey _t with the 

Pre'idant, who Uatened. to Buk.'. side of the story, looked at luke 

balefully and lvantuaUy latd, ·0.1.... 'J.'ban t .. lurka ... l •• vina. the 

Pr.,ident called hfa back aDd •• id, HDon't you ."er do tbia to .e aaain." 

Thi. i.e tbe Burke 'tory and I am parapbrasial H. 

11._hoWE'1 Beeau •• he c.uabt hill off balance? 

Matlo!,!: Because be aade hbl re"erae bi .. elf, ac.eordial to lurke' a 

point of "lew. t ,ue.. tbat wa. bafore your t~. 

li,"pom: Burke va. tna .oat aaplUcent naval pol1tidan .. far as 

Dad was concel'Ued. Be .,., articulate .ad plaaaant. aad if per,onality 

baa anythiua to do .,ith tbe aaoUilt of r .. ourc •• a aervice geta. he 

waa ideal fo~ that. Dad wa. very fond of hi •• 
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I , 

Katloff: Burke h .. Indicated that tbe Pr .. ldaat _tid u •• hill aa a 

souo.d.ina board. 01l occasion, e"en for lara, probl .... 

BI •• Dbowl': I i ... ln8 t.hat. ha would, bacause ha had a way about hill 

that. SGrt of JUde you t.l'U8 t him. aa had a aaue of h1ll101', which Dad 

appreciated. Be wa such a bad public speaker, so the story ,oe., 

that he con81d.ered tskina public apelkina 1.sson8. On. of hla staff 

said, It Ad1l1rai. if ,ou do that, you will just becoae a"erqe. Thia 

way you are outat_d.1na.· But he would tell the 8tory on hiuelf. 

Matloff, How •• rioua a probl_ waa inter8er,,1e. rbalry for tb. 

White House? 

lisenhower, Very serious, aad. "ery diaturbina. 

Matlo.£f: Were t.here any efforts ucle In the White House to foster 

iatersBrvtce cooperation! 

Eisenhower: Yea. 1 beli ... if you ao to the record t.hat Dad hacl at 

1eut one or _ybe mre .... lon. at .1ch there WIIl1:. no ci,,111an8 

prea.t. Be sat with juat. the Joint Chiefs .. 41 talked to th.. 1 

think. all that he lOt _re thetr usual Utalea. Be.a a little 

di.appointed. ae did aske that effort. Ther. i. one el ... nt--1'. 

sur8 that yout"e covered this un, U.s before with other peoplr-tbe 

theory of the l'upoaa1bil1Uea of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Dad 

beUe"ed. that the .-bers of the JCS should take tbe ruponelb:lli ty 

for .akina only for what the netional eeoDOll)' could beare Geaeral 

1.1dawa, waa the peuonif1caUon of the other polut of '91ew. tbat the 

Cblef. are coapletely professtonal and they 8hould ai"e chair op1aioDl 
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oa their prof.sional juda-ut oaly. 'You could ute a point for thac.. 

Ia defe.e of Dadla alde, wheu the Joint Cbiefa of Staff aated for 

$57.4 billioa ia PI '59, whar ... $38 billion was tbe ticket, Secretary 

HcElroy thre. the dan doc ... taut ad the service. didn t t ba ... e a 

aay iu what wu IOiDl to ba done. So tbey turned tb .. elve. into a 

buncb of .aall boy., aa far .. Dad ._ cOllcarDed. 

Hatloff: Dld he ever tell tb_ anytb.iq about their pubHc po.iUou, 

10ina public witb. their dlffereacea? 

li89bo_r$ Be hated that. 

!laUoff: Di4 he put eny inh1blt1.cma Oil that 

Bia.bowr: 1o, 1 don't think. ao. That 18. of cour.e. a very tQUlh 

line tllat any atUtary man bas wben he do .. n't aare. c_pletaly with 

aa adataiatration. He triad ia tbe aeoraanlzatloa Bl1l of 1958 to 

let rid of all the .arrice .ecretarie., becauae they dlda't have the 

iahibitiQlls of people ill uaifom. They were aore free to talk to the 

»avy lA ..... the Heriae Corps Leapa, and wbat BOt, than tha luye in 

uniform were. Be 41dn't succeed, so youtve lot three ua.l .. a service 

secretarie. DOW, aa far 8. I'. conCEDed. 

Hatloff: Was he a.are of the husttatieu that Gaa. Taylor end Gea. 

Uda.ay were bavina? This iB the period that Taylor baa characterized 

as the Army'. -Babylonian captivity." 

Biseabover: 1 thil1k that it 18 a pretty aood tel'll. bee .... ia my book, 

Strictly Personal (1974, Doubleday), 1 talked about the low aorale of 

the Army at tbat tille, aud 1 think that it was leatUute aa.d that 
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Dad probahly espec.tecl too much of the Ara,. Ue apect.d tboa to he 

too lIAderataa.dilll. ad .ay. "<Nt olel frlea.d lk.e 18 in trouble there, 

and it' 8 up to U8 to take our 1.....,.... 1le wa. a Uttle UDl:ee1:laUr. in 

hia espectationa. I'll iajct .,self in thi. a litU. hit. When 1 

"ent over, the YOURa 'lurk, 1 told hila what the .oral. of the Any 

waa. 1 ,atd, "It aln't pod. If you look up to our -I'reat _aM who 

are r\Ulnina the al:llled forr.aa, what coau_ doe. the Any hU8' Do 

we a.ell had, or 1& tben ao_thinl wronl with ua1 All we have 11 

el.CAI11 doft there, a lieutenant aeaeral. and that's the ollly UDIUed 

cOlaa'lld w've lot ill the whole globe. Iverybody 81a. 18 fUll by sai1-

ora aad fly boya. Ivea lurope... Dael aaiel. "Nonted 18 the baa t Nil 

for the joh 0 .. 1' tbare." I rep118el, -O.K., maybe soae Ar.y leaeral 

1a the beat aaa for CINOPA-C. too. M J:le .atd to _. "TwilliDi wants to 

retire early, _4 wban Taylor retira., I'. goial to pt Leeltzer aDd 

make hta Cbaiaaan quick." 1 take erec11t for that, probably unju.at1ftably, 

but tbat haa ao_thinl to elo witb the :lnforul •• isor), capacity you 

were talk1 ... about. 

Goldber., 1 suppoaa you would say tbat this attitude oa hia part. 

which reau1 tad In e£fee t In tba t lor t of eloWRlracl1aa of the Aray dur-

111& tbls period, waa really tbe result of hls view of atoale weapoaa 

_el tba Itrate., that flowed from that. 

Bi,.IlRowr: Partly. Il __ ber IlObart '!own.aad t • book Up the O&'I-uI

tioa? U •• aid tbat the .. a,.r do.a _r •• 1n ttl. ar •• that h. co._ 
, 

up throulb. 1 thi_ Dad knew too .ueh about tbe Aray. Be ltaft 1nel1vidual.~ 
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e would Bet aore at GaYin, wb. .. Gavin would .... a ... atat_D.t. 

Alao, OD. the White Rouee a taff b. heel paople lIho bad. pr.jud.ic ....... ot 

veaality or .. lice. 'lh. Navy put an utr_ely capable naval aide tbet., 

P. Aur8lld, the eou of Due of Dad'. favorite Vut Poiut el._tee-

p.l'aoaaLitr all o"er tbe p1Me, a carriar pilot, •• Uea, do_played 

."aryth1na. He __ ,uiad Dad ."ary noou frOll tbe OVal OfU.e. to 

tbe .aneiou. subtly .lnall11 -.Aachora Away· all the wa, up tbe elevator. 

tellinl little Ha", stol'i... He kept Dad WNay, eoadoua... Jia 

Haserty bad two aone 1n tbe Hariaa Corpa. Jia tded to keep Dacl fr_ 

vi.itinl Fort Bennina on th. lat of Kay, 1960. I .cr .... d at tbat, 

and. Dad _nt. 'lb.a. IUYs eould just .ea t.o it. that he was IOiu& 

•• eplac. el... He'd take bia relaxation ebo .. d • n •• al" ... el, be'd 

10 to N.wport, kI, in tbe .~I'. and eould ata, under their influence 

all the U.... 'lb.e Ar.., dteln't have that kind of p1ub ecc-..oc1atioaa, 

that could take eare of h:1. creature cOllfon. wIlea be lot sick. Ha,b. 

l'a overplay!nl th:1a a Uttle bit, but aot too .~h. Dad.a influeue.ed 

by the .d"ent of the atOllic weapon but .leo b, Jut plala old pol1tica; 

.d the k.,'s politics were pretty weak then. I had only a c.ertain 

MOUnt of .oU)' in the bank to expend on thi. 1.aue, Good.paster tend.ed 

to pl.y e .ore obj.ctive role. 

I!tloff. TorniBl to NA.TO and oth.r area prolll ............ t vee h18 atti

tude toward the 1'01. of tbe Aaerican around troop. iu the alli.ne.t 

11 ..... : a. b.li .... ed tbat NATO waa • pel'll8D.ent cbina .nd aboald 

be pru.ved at all coata, but that tbe U.S. "oUD.d c.oall1taeat sbould 
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reclU48d.. Wbaa b. ft.ret ... t to IIA'1'O, it waa UIlura'tOOCl tbet .. '4 be 

reduced to OD.e 4ivieion--eaouah to ahow the £1 ..... -an4 , ..... t tIOw.d be 

all. lie waa fruattated that he ha.' t gottea the U.S. Am, out of 

the mo foree structure in Europe b1 the end of hia ad1l1niatration. 

Berter aaid. that that would "scare the hall out of the EtarO' ..... and 

Dad 8a14, "All riaht, Make 18 GerMll 41viaion8 iaateael of 12." The, 

tbaa aald that lIOuld .. Bcax •. the hell out of tlla Prench." 

Heeloff: Did he feel the European_ were carr,illa their wiabt" 

&l~nbo ... r: 10, but ha 4idn't have allY auwr for It. Aad nohod,' s 

fo_4 on8 .1uee theD • 

.. tloffl How d14 ha aea the future of the alUance? Soaa poaaible 

8US, .. tlon8 other people have cou1dere41 shou14 NATO be reprde4 pr1-

-ar11, aa a fortre ... a butiOll &laillit which the auuia. could not 

_ve1 Or sb.ould :L t be a for_, "&a iGall, t ""ere different c:.ountr:1.e. 

c:.ould diaeu •• their mutual probl ... , both Within the coafi .... of the 

luropeaa/Atlaatic ar.a as well a8 the prohl .. tbat th., have outa1de'l 

Later OD thera _8 e.D talk. about IA70 as po .. ihl, a. iutruant of 

detente. Old aDY of the.e questioRe about the future of the alliance 

co .. up! 

EiBeaho!!l= 1 can just atve you aD opiDion on that. 1 b.Ueve that 

Dad thousht of it a. pri_dly .Ultary and realonal. In 1958, wh.n 

DeGav.1le f1nt c..a IDt ha waated to a.t up a tdaverata to run the 

free wod4-the U.S •• Britain, and Prence. Tbat, of cour ••• clidu' t go 

ovar. , Dad clid aot baUeve lD e:a:teDtliDl IATO to other parta of the 
i 
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voX'ld. Por .UIlp1e, CIIICDLH. (thos. Hairat. "lid Cu.e ox: four dif

ferent bat&, one of th_ a cOIlpletel,. U.S. bat and lIDn-BATO bat.). 

Durilla the EiaeDhowr adlllidanation the Sixth fleet waa not a •• 1II\.d 

ill ptaaceUa. to lIATO. 'l'be Sbtll fleet stayed under U.S. control. 

Thu •• when we .eat the troop. to Lebanon, that waa all under U.S. 

coaand. not llATa c....aud. I believe tbat be thoulbt that NATO 

belollled riaht there. A8 to the concept that NATO should becoae all 

intellectual and d1ploutlc forUII, and 80 forth, a. Bor .. n Couio 

wa. advocatlq 1n thoae da,.., 1 thi .. that Dad tolerated that but it 

dida't excite hl.. lie thoulht that 1f we kept IIATO do1al it. ortlfaal 

job of bold1118 back the I.u •• lau, tbat waa about all we could expect. 

of it. However. he waa 8trona on tlle Weatern European unit,. 1",lde 

there. aad ver,. atroq oa the eo-n brltet and a Uaited States of 

IUGp. 80M da,.. if tbat could be done. 

Matloif: By the late • 50a, the nature of the Itu.ataa threat hac1 

chanlad. becauee there .. no 10a18r tbe fear of an overt arouad 

attack.. but aore concern about the aorthern aad southern £laaka, 

becauae the au.stans were bul1d!a, up the aaY)', air forea, and .0 on. 

Did this in any wa,. affect his thiakinl about the role and problems 

of HArOl Wee he aware or at all .eneitl.e to an,. of theee current.t 

Bi8tDl!9DJ;' Ju.t an oplaloa--tbe l:u.881an grOUlld threat waa aot dwin

ilhed la hi. tiu, bee.ae, after all. if they took o'ler our troopS 

in Berlia that was tbe •• e thina a. l'Wl1lina aer08. the border toward 

Frace. So with tbat exposed po8itiol1 out there. that _8 our real 
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Achillea beel. As far as tald .. care of tbe reat of tbe world, I 

think. Dad couldered tbat a U.S. re.pondbllit,--la.ofar a. we could 

play that role--and 110t a NATO oue. He dido' t put all of his egp in 

that NATO basket. 

Ilatloff: Wa. be at all coacemed about tbe rearuaeut of a.raao., 18. 

view of it. pas t hia tory" 

liaehopr: Ho, a. long aa the GeraaDl bad no at_Ie .aapona, be 

eouldn't -.orry 1 .. , .. 

Katloff: What about the handling of tbe Berlin crieb t in the fall 

of • sa and the spring of "91 What wera hia tactic. or atratagy? 

Biaenhom: Tbat w .... ste:dul, aDd he's olIVer gotten the credit for 

that. It atarted out with the ausaiana closinl dow tbat acc.s road, 

tbe Autobalm frca BaUDOver into Berlin. There w .. a I1tt.le f"l. for a 

fe. daya, soa. sword. rattling_ But then around TbaDll..givlng tiae 1D 

'S8, K.hruahcbey backed off to the utat that he aaid tbat we had to 

be out Ilx _Dth. froa tbea. roater Dulle .... sUII allv8, but aay 

h .... ba. io. Bdopa--lterter W88 ataneliag 10. for Mm. 1 took. aU 

tha ••••• age. and went down to Mgusta and briefad Dad ad be called 

Rerter. or Dulle •• oo.e of the two. Of course. 1t was 8 t.porary 

relief tbat we had six IIlODth. to work. thb thing out. Then the 

st.rat.~" after that was to make it ... , for the B.uael ... to retreat, 

aud the idea of how to do that was to keep youI' powder dry but _dy 

the water by lota of talkiq and lota of argulna aDd aidetrackiag. 

There _I QUe MaUnl ill Waahillgton with the Jolo.t onida. with _at 
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1 u~ed to call the ·cr.p a ...... There would be 8ix to elaht people 

In the Ov.1 Offlce~ In contraat to the HSC Where nothlna waa ever 

done, really. The people who were really needed were in tbe.e aaall 

.. aUnaa.. I've aot tt in .y book, Strictly 'enow, whicb alve. a 

.uch betlter account tban .y lIlaaory aerve.. They telked about the 

flrat contlnaency plana. That's when tbe t..adlate action thins ceae 

up, we'd do certain prel1alnary actions, take It to the U.N., aad so 

Olh 1 t waen t t until Sept_bel' of t 59. wbaa. Khru.hehev c_ over aDd 

.. ea.t to Cap David. that ha took off the l_d.1acy of the .olutton of 

the Berlin crtall. The forelan atnllt.ra had been ... tial before tbe 

6th of Kay, which was tbe ead of the SD aGaths" Tbat wa a180 the day 

tbat I'oater Dullea died. There bad been _OUlb talk.ins lotnl on that 

that elate wa8 not noticed and we were daan Ilad: we wanted to avoid 

putting the 1.ua.1aa.a fa. the po.ltton of havin. to ex.plain thetr retreat. 

lIac:M111an had. COll8 over 1a. the .e.tiae, and the For.ian Hlnieter' a 

... tiul .... tbe big thina. At that poiDt Dad said, "I'll put you all 

in an atrplaa.e aad eea.d you up aad wou't let you down until you coae 

up witb loae auwera"--tbat 80rt of banter. What they did was talk 

about all of European aecurity and a.ot ju.t Berlin. The Berlin iseue 

included the future of Gel'!l8.ny and European lecurl ty. Then tbinas 

.ere really 10okl111 aood •• ltbou,b the ·Spirit of C.p David" was not 

what Khrushchev pictured it a8 beiaa_ It waan't lov.y-dovey t _t wa8 

80rt of a aodu8 dvendi. Dad had been to lurope to 8ee Adenauer. 

De Gaulle. and HacKUlall in early Sept_bes:: before Khru.heheveae. to 
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put their .i_ at eaae about hb aeeUq with Khruab.chev. Then 

Ihruahchev i ...... d hia invitation to COlle to Hoscov and he aven lent 

Dad a aote of Bon Yoyaae when Dad took. off on hb tr:lp to India 1n 

Dee_bel' 1959. Thinas were look Ina aood. before the U-2, acept that 

juat before May bBlan to approach. we besan to wonder vb.at _uld happen 

when the coual .uaIl1 t produced nothinl concrete ad everybody .s dis

appointed. AI far aa Berlin vaa concerned, th.y vare able to defuze 

that thinl .".en after the May 20th " •• _it that never as." In Pari. 

lthruahchev laid, -1 .,.' t do aay 1I0re uatil Ike'l succeasor COlUS 1n,· 

aad looked like he, Khruahche".. was the OIle lettina the lat 1IIOrd and 

putU .. the Old HaD down. But the thina 1a that it all atarted with 

the Bulb cdele of )b"..ber 19.58 .. the ult:lJu.tua had b •• a dropped. 

It VQ really a tr_ndou.. job of d:lplollacy, I thiDk, the way Dad 

talked the lueslan_ down. But the I.uaai ... dido't want a _1' any 

aore than we did.. 

MaUo!f' You _ .. U.oDed the Pruielent'. oppoaition to De Gaulle'. idea 

of the trl_virate. 1 take 1 t his attitude tovard De Gaulle and 

DeGaulle'. hao.dU,na of hb po.ition 1n NATO va_ not favorable either. 

IM.howr: .It waaP,' t, but bear In _lnd that De Gaulle did no~ pull 

rraOCe out of RATO cludas Dad'. Uu. 1 thea reallzed that, altbaulh 

1 had alWa)'8 SOlle alOlla with the "conventlonel wiadoaft that Dad and 

DeGaulle were always a.t lO •• l'head8 (aad they had their tae. durinl 

World War 11), tbat they had harbored e IlUtual admiration aoctety. 

They were quite fond of each other. Actually, Dad was De Gaulle'. 
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beat friend 8IIODI the Merica. aDd Bl'lU8h in Vorld War 11 becauae 

h. at 1 ... t recop1zed that De Gaulle could control the l.aa1stance. 

De Gaulle had r __ bared Dad'. call1l1.8 on h1m ~n Ausuat 27th, 1944, in 

Paria. which de facto recopbed him aa the head of the french IOvera

•• nt. When Da Gaulle came back from r8t1r.8at in 1958. 1 aa:1d to 

Dad, "That :la too bad, ian't tt, De Gaulle cOIling backf" Dad look.d 

up and 8a:l.d. "Ho, it'. about tN the French a .... told what to do for 

a while." ad weat back to what he was do1nS_ When .. went. to faria 

1n eady Sept_bel', tryl1't& to t1ae :1 t to COlMid. wi th the Auauat 

27tb call, exactly U yean .arU.er. De Gaulle had lost lnte.c.at. He 

apparently dida' t .ant to be reainc1ed of that particular event. But 

he turned out the red carpet and couldn't have been nicer. In the 

aeetins, D. Gaulle told wbat he didn't Uk. about NATO, 'rench 10141er. 

f:lshtins under lo_body elee t a flag. but did not take any action to 

pullout of HATO ducing Dad'. adlld.nlatraUon. 

KatloffJ How about De Gaulle' a puahins for the iadepenc1ent nuclear: 

force of 'rance, the Force de Frappet He wee already pUlllhi'Q8 in that 

dir.ction, In fact. h. had inhallited the whole _VeMlll ill France 

toward the 4 .. elopaellt of the babe I.e d14n't atart it, but h. 

c.rtainly pushed for 1 t. Waa tbe Praid.nt diaturbed by that trend 

1n Jl'raracef 

Uaenbowus I can't aa ... r that beeauae I clon't r __ ber anything 

about that. 

Katloft: I'd 11k. to po •• a queation about two cri ••• tog.tber, the 

Suez 01'1.18 of '56 and the Lebanon landins of 'n. Why waa the 
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Presidant viUiq to iDtene.e tdth Alaerieall fore. til L.banoll .e1\ he 

had opposed Iritish, 'rench, and Israeli attack. in the Suac affair? 

li.'-bewer: It look. ltke he'. talkl .. out of both .1de. of hi. 

-.outb. 

Hafloff: Kow do you explain the dlffereDCes in tbe bandUaa of th08e 

two crl .. a' 
1~18qbo_r: Ou the aurfeee U'. obviou •• becauee we weut luto LeballOll 

at tbe requat of a duly eoulttcut.d 1O'V'8l'DIUIlt. The Br1.t18h ad 

rrench. were 10iDa tuto tb. otber alain.t tbe duly couUtuted lovern

_.t, in an te.ue iu *lcb Dad beUeftd the Suez beloupd to the 

EaYPUa •• aud .0 they didu't bave aucb of a lea to .Uud ou. What 

tbey did by loinl in there was to let Dad off tbe book pretty h_tily 

beeauae the IgypUau/larael1 var of • S6 had already a tar ted , dabt at 

elacUou tiae. Ke wal 1n a flx, if be was 10inl to do auythlaa 

to r .. ua1n the Iaraelia, fr_ an election point of viev. Ue ... 

10iuS to do 1 t, but wheu the Brittah sot 1n. the watera lot 80 auctdy 

that be didn't COle off a. a direct antasoni.t. to I.rael. It actually 

belped the election because people "rallied behlud the pre.ident.

Goldberl: That took sOM heat off the Kuuprian budne.s. too. 

Hatloffl Aabros. ukes the potut iu b18 recent book. lleUM_r t\! 

Petsicl!pt, that tb. 1'r.l1dent waa _hi.uOd about lI ... er. Do .. that 

sOUAd correct to youf Ivsn thouab he int .... veued in tbis cas., agaiult 

the tripartite landfill, later ou he tried to brinl N .... r al:'ound in 

otller ways. 
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li.eabowr: lea, they had • "ery fr:1enclly •• eUua in tbe Waldorf 

Astoria ia Sept_bel' of '60. (I was qu.ite cOIII.pU.1Imted. whaa Naser 

c.e to the door aad I vu introduced and he said, ·Oh, yea. 1 recor 

nize bia.· I thouaht, "Boy, It •• 0_tbi1l.l. Ra .. er bon who I _.") 

Dad was never ona to carry a feud with anybody_ 1 thi* that he prob

ably thousht that Raa.er waa the 88,rievad. party in that Suez thinl. 

althouah RUBer certalaly pulled off a diplO.1l8tic victory frOil tbe 

whole bu.i..... It cert.ainly 4ld d ..... U.S./IriUabirreach relaU.o1ll 

for aoaa ti ... 

I "e11_8 he thouaht the LabaDOD thilll wu clear cut. 'erbapa 

ao_bod, 100k1ag at this thing a littla deeper below the audaca 

-1&ht .ay that he had d.edded that .. ,be the BriUah aad French had 

a0a8tbinl oa tbelr aide, that there was indeed. a role for force in 

the .aBtern Mediterranean, and evolved 1n his thlnking a little bit. 

lear in cad. 1 .a 110t 1n the ¥bUe Rouee at that U.1Ie. Kayba he 

would not have loae to LebaDOa quite tbe .... vay before the Suaz 

affair, I don't mow. One fellow givtlll U8 Uti at that tiM WII, 

b ••• in Iraq, that aad.Ma. It le_. to .. 1 had. a.athina to 

report every day regardina btl lat •• taction. 

Goldbar.: Did the Preddent feel tbat he had bean perhaps deceived 

and there .a auch do about nothing in the Lebaoon bueln.at 

!t.ftabowel'l No. 

GoI4b!l'l: He felt there va •• genuine cri818 and he cOlltia.d. to 

feel that way until the _d of itt 
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Bi8allbowarl He did. 1 clon't recall allythina cOldaa up where he felt 

ha 'had to defend hlllselt, or that he had. baen deceived. t think that 

he felt that the landing was necesaary. t do know that he waa really 

irritated witb Iden for Idell's role 1n tbe Suez affair. Later. at 

ACapulco in 'ebrual:)' of 159, when Bden was dow there for hia bealth 

and wr1ttus hil lHlIOir. t the two of th_ lot together for the Urat 

U.e .inee ' 56. Afterwards Dad .aid, "At leaat Aetholly adatttad that 

1 told bia what 1 was anins to do." 'lbat va. a8 close a. tbey ever 

c.e to reconciliation. On Lebanon nobody ever naned b1m. to tbe wall. 

GoldHrll Did you .. ree with hill on Lebanon? 

B"en~2-r: Yes. 

Goldbera: Afterward, als01 In retrospect? 

B18_,,_r: Yea. 1 haven't studied it; 1 drafted hi. point of view 

for the ... 11'8, but I'. not a student of tt. 1 aue .. a lot of paople 

f .. l that it miaht have aettled itself anyway. 1 _ sort of surprised 

to aee that old man Cbamoun la aUll around, who .... tbe cauae of ,tbe 

trouble there by try1ng to get biNelf reelected for another tera. Maybe, 

in 1I01'e 80pbieticated tbinktaa, we were be:l.aa used by a faction tbere. 

Goldberl: This 18 all interpretation of what bappeaed. 

B1.enbower: I can lee how people would say tbat, but I think Dad's 

point of view, which may have been s1I1lplist:1e--but it vas tboa. daYI, 

not tb .. e daya--wu that we .ent troop. 1n, pulled out. they had. an 

e1eetioa, ad thinge settled down. How good can you have it? We got 

the troop. out in a hundred day •• 
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Goldber&: Just that .iven what we know about LabaDOa aow. sad ba"e 

mown for aoae ti ... ba1:1av1n, that 1. tWA. 1n .ffect A ac_ on the 

part of Cbaaoun could be "a11d. 

I:I.IEboW8r: That Arab ,eneral wall elected. 

Goldberll But Cb8ll0un was the presldent tbat called for tbe interven

tion in July. 

Bi.enhowerr Right, but then when tbe elections were beld, Chebab .88 

the guy they elected. When thi. Lebanon tbins e_a laat year, they 

sald that the Christiana atl11 ran the country, and 1 said. -I thousht 

they were thrown out in '58." 'fhey 8aid, "Only teaporarily." 

Goldberat Thay went back and forth. 

BiI!9h01l81': Still, by the C01l8titution the Christians had the nuaber 

one lpot. the pre.idency. 

Goldbarl' And the pramler was usually Mua11 •• 

BilenhoW!Ja I 'a not certain that Dad waan't deceived, hut 1'. sure 

that he never thousht he was. 

Hatloff. Weill skip the Gust.alan criats. aa it wa. before your 

ti.e, unlesa you want to add Boaethins on that subject. 

Eillnbonr: No, I th:l.n1r. we would set a. 100d a lawye,,'. brief for 

tbat as we can in Dad's .-.oil'S. 

Halloff: Let'. turn to the Cuban problem develop:l.na by 1960, just 

before the trat181tlon to the new adll1nlstration. Were you et all 

lnvolved in any of the discusaions that were 10iUS on 1n the White 

Bou8e; and how far bad. tbe Preaident lone by January '61 in prepadna 

for tbe operation that eventuated in the Bay of Pl,8 affair? 
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Billnbp,!r, Let .. 80 back juet a alnute to eOIle thi1lla I want to add 

for tbe record. A National Security Council l18etin8 in late '.58 waa 

the firat Uae that Alan Dull.a had ventured that maybe this Caatro 

was not so 1IOIlderful aa we tboupt; after all, he had a brother who 

was a C081mist. Dad hit tbe roof. Ite aaid, ·What have you boya 

been telling lIet You told .41 CUtro is the 800d guy ad Batista 1s 

the bad guy, and now you're beainning to backtrack." He was furious 

about tbis cbaaae in posiUon. then the firat of January, 1959, was 

the day that Caltro came in. I r __ bar haarlag about that the IIOrn-

iUS after New Year's. Then, of cour,e, came the prohl .. of Castro'a 

coraina to the State. and Dad not .eeina hi_, and 80 forth. Dad cut 

off diplomatic relationa about January 10, 1961, because he waated to 

take the onus h1a&elf for a naaty thina aDd not leave it for the Dut 

president to have to face. It was over the suaar quotas, I think, or 

at leut it reaulted 1n cutdna off tbe ausar quotas. 1 think that 

Dad haa lOtteD a boa rap on two char .. a. One ia the HUD,arian affail' I 

where th .. e was nothma we could do. They satd that he opted not to 

interv_e, but there was notb.ina we could do. The other one 1& OD 

the Bay of P1&-, which baa aoaetbina to do with the pIal1Mn, SOins on 

in the Pentqon ad in the State Departaent that they didn't know 

about. in the White lIouse. 'there were no plana that ever aot to the 

political level, the Wh1te Bouse level, for the Bay of Piaa. Training 

in Quat_ala and learch1na for a laa4er--that was known. 1 think the 

guy they finally cae up with had bean the first titular president. 
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Cutro first took the Utla of JUniataI' of Defa.s in tha nft lovarn

.ent. 'l'ba 1811cl1.D.1, selection, 01' plannlna _re abaolutely UDlmOWD to 

Dad. Whan ltenDeely cae 1n and they were looking for loaebody to 

bl.e for the Bay of Pila, illlleeliately lCeanedy aaid, "I take full 

respondbil1ty." It's an old trick. Howevar, Bobby l.elUlady, St .... rt 

Udall, Senator Joe Clark fro. Phlladelphia--all _:re talkinl about 

the "Blaenhower plan." Bullahit. There was nODe. except to t:rain 

people. reopla in the wod1lDrk over there can say thare .a, because 

When t was in War nan. we were ainDing up contiDleney pl811S for 

lnva.dl1lg every place. But as far aa 1'. concer1l8el. llke the uapire 

• .,s, "It aln't nothing untll I call. It.- Nothlna had co.e to the 

White Bouse on that. At Gettyaburg. in 1962. 1 waated Dad to say 

publicly. "I don't run no bacl 111'1881008." But he wuldn t t do it. 

Hatloff: Let .. pose you this que.tia1l, ript out of the .brose book, 

a refereace to General Gooelpaeter. lie's raised the question: Dld 

General Goodputer warn tha Presidet at tbe tillS that "the operation 

was bu1141. a lIOunt_ of ita 0_ which would be difficult to atop"· 

Doea this dng true to you? If it doe., why then did the healdeut 

keep the operatlon allve1 

;U •• Db.o!!:r: If Goodpaster says be aaid that, ha' 8 an hourable un, 

ead I'. aure he elid. 1 waa DOt privy to anything of that nature. 

Goldberll That'a not all that porteatous a r .... rk. really. is itt 

All he'. aaying is, "O.lt. t this tbiDg 1. _viul aloDS aDel it alght be 

difficult to stop it,· but there wasntt aay talk about etoppla,g it. 
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It vaa at the t1'ainiq and. leadership leval. alld pre .... ably more 

would follow after tbat. So, I doll't aee that thi. Is aa aiplf1cant 

a8 _brose ltay think it is. 

B1seahowar: Aabroaa ia an opinionatad historian. 

HaUoff: I f1l jut usha thtl a8 a way of eUc1tina your own thlnk1na 

about the period. In connectlon with tbe transition to the llew adain-

tstration, were you in on the briaf1nae about thia operation to the 

nav team co.lna in? 

Ei.enbower: No. 

K4tloffa Any idea how carefully tbe new group wal being briefed on 

tbe planning up to that polnt? 

K .... gbo!!r: Ve didn't even know where tbe Bay of Pigs was. But 1 

CAllft 8I\a.r witb authority because I w .. n't 1n tbe briefing ... aions. 

Hatlof': Let .. shift to anotber area of tbe world, Indochina .. whicb 

everyone baa to ask you about, I'. sure. !be Presideat's attitude 

toward .... rlcan lnvol .... nt In lndocbina--dld ha expre.s any viewa 

about tbilf What ... his attitude. for eX8lll.p1e. toward. tbe Frech 

involv .. atf 

lia_boDr: Anything I can aay about tbat COlleI froa _:!tina Dad' • 

• ..,lra. I drafted tttat chapter. But bis reluctance to 10 in there 

'lfaa not so clear cut a8 a_e paopla who, In 1'etroapaet. try to picture 

it. lie ... not _aut about not 101uI In; the1'8 _1'8 c.artain c.ondi

dona. Tbe two he lndated on (that the French would no't ... t) were, 

£1l.'st, that we wouldn't j\:l8t break up U.S. untts and put thea undal.' 
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Breach cae .. pd. ae _ did in WOl'1d War 1 on the Mame (.m,em they 

would i_18t on vith the Bavarl'e Plan and all their Iradi.a ld ... ). 

The other w .. tbat the 'r.nch would c.a out ¥ltb a clear cut ••• ux-

&DCe to the lDdoch1De8e tbat they wold be free once the,. bad .up-

pr ... ed tbe VietaiDh. aDd aay it in eueb a way that the Indocb1ueae 

would baU ••• tbea. 'l'b.. lTench wouldnt t allow that they ."'1' iDteaded 

to turn Vlet .. fr... Since tbe 'reDch lIOuld not •• et tbo •• c01ld:l-

tio .. , our Interv.aUoa. •• jUllt out. As to the wiUna about Dlen 

Bien Pbu aad wbether you covld drop atomic .. a,01l8 arouad 1t. you 

could, but the fallout would prohably kill all the people in tb. 

pertaeter. too. 

IlAUoffl Did he ."ar duc •• tbe Dlen Ble. Phu crtd. with you? -. 
II,e:iIl'lo!H: No, _d I jut have to take Dad', 1Drd for lt that h. 

warned the French aot tb occupy that Itatic padUon. (There _,. have 

been a little bit of cGavenlent IUUIOry there, 1 don't mow.) In wr:l.t-

in& that cbapter 1 could not Und aD1 docuaent where Dad wrote down, 

"Holel back." Ke aud that he told the french .0ll8b.ow tbat it didn't 

look v.ry 100d to hla. 1 pr .. __ that be warned t .. asainat It. 

'!'be bil tb:l:nl tbat held hill froll 1.ten8ll1nl was tbe poU.tlcal factor 

and coaJdttilll troop'. Aft_r all. he .eDt out th.re c_bat aoldler. 

for whoa h. bad • lot of reapet, for .... p1 •• "11'011 Mike" OIDaniel. 

llaybe O'Dani.1 wea.'t the •• n tor the job; h. w •• a t~ .. nd.oua d1v1.aton 

COIla_del' tn World War II, but tba~e he .. c_d1nl all atra1pt-lea 

U.S. GIl rather tban try1 .. to deal witb Malayan. or Indocb1.... So 
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aa)'be he .. snt t up to ... n83inl the job. I thialt Joe Colli ... wnt out 

there for a *Ue, too. 

Hatl,!!: On the Dien Bien Phu cri.ia there have been varioua interpre

tatlon. put forth aa to why he did uot intervene. One waa tbat he 

woula't do it unle •• he had other allied a.1d, i.e., if the .riUah 

would com. in. Motbar was that it " .. n't a lood pbee for ..... rican 

troop. to fiSht. 'I.idpsy talks about havins eant out a lOlietics te. 

to look over the around which reported to tha effect that Aaarican 

troops just couldn't do a 100d job in that area 10st.t1cal1" and not 

to invest .&.adcan &rouad troopa becau.e it would bulld up to a tre

.enc1oua number. Ridgway uaea a Uaure of about 500,000 that 1t would 

have bull t up to. But he t B rather modeat &B to whether that report 

had any effect Oil the President' a th:lnkinl. He do •• n't kuo". 

B1s!Dhow!r: 1 think it' a lood on hi. part to be IlOdeat. because when 

I wa. reae8.l'chinl this matter. aidaway'a book, Soldier, had COile out. 

mel 1 looked tlu:oulh all the recorda to aee ao_ enect that hia poai-

tion wi thb the Joint Chiefs had on Dad directly, and 1 couldn't find 

it. 1 talked to aome acholara 1IOrkini on thie aDd the, are comina up 

with .000e indirect waya that Rida"ay' a views lot to Dad. One probl_ 

1a that B.adford dldn't bother aivin8 anybody elae'. views on the 

Joint Chiefa. He lave nad his own views. 

Hatlotf: Old )'our dad beUeve in the damno theory? 

Bia.bowr: Ye.. ae did 10. public. Look in hi. pre.s conferences. 

1 always talte offenae when people criticize it beeauae t couider him 

ae the inventor of the domino theory. 
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Goldbttl' A.ad ha believed it in private alao! 

BiaeDba_rt 'las. What h. was •• ylu8 vas tbat if netna falla, Laoe 

falla. Caboota falla. Be'a r1&ht to that extent. 1 thlnk he would 

probably expect 1t to 80 on to Thdland, but 1 don't bow if Tilailead 

1a In daaaer now or not. He would expect lt to 80 faster tban tb! •• 

Katleff: To return to the U-2 for ODe 1IO_t--the Povera t fl1ght. lu 

hia latelt book _brose aaya that "tbe flight Powers Ilade was oue that 

Eiaenbowr lD8tlnetlvaly vaated to call off t but oue that bl& teclmolo-

11&ts lnai&tec1 .... uaca.aary. III this caee ••• he allowed the advice 

of b.18 tachnical people to oYentd. Ilh ow COIIIIOn aa.a... Doaa that 

make aenae to you.? 

Elaenl1owu: 1 believe that aueh a s tet_ent ia ex ... eratecl. 1 T ... ber 

attandina the brleftnl for that flight ad for othera. Dad alway. had 

aoae skeptic!a., bacauae we knew that aoaaday the U-2 wee soina to be 

ahot down. 1 dou't recall hla aaying anytbing 11ke. "It do_n't look 

ao good to .a, boy., but If you aay 80, I'll go along with you." All 

of Dad'. regrata 1n hia Ufe ware U_s when be dldn't follow hiB 

lnaU.l1cta. 1 r....:ber that Tw1nblg was vary aaxlo"a for that U-2 

miasion. 1 think that tha proble. was that the fly1:a.g -.ather was 

golq to dagaurate af tar the 1st of Kay. Maybe in the BUIIII8rt:ble :l t 

seta hazy or .o_thing. 

Hatleff: Did both Defease and CIA want the.a fllght.? 

Elael1bo_r~ Y •• , it. waa a question of Dad taapinl a 11d on. Of 

courae. in Dad' 8 dafenae a180, John 1I'ost.er Dull •• always .aU that the 
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l.us8iana 1IDuld nevar acbd.t that 8py abslons bad baan oecurrlaa. even 

if they Ibot tb. down. Then Alan Dull .. 8ald eatelorieally that no 

aan would aver be taken alive. If Power8 had not baen taken alive, 

we could have writtan off averytbilll elaa aa a IlOr_1 .py "cover 

I tory ." But tbey lave Pover. a parachutel Wo .... -that'l one place 

where 1 lot taken to task for my voluntary advisory. 1 8aid. "You 

0Ulht to fira t.hat IUY (Alan) Dullea; bel a let you d01ll1 t.oo aany 

Umea.· nad cold me to ait down and Ib"t up. 

Katloffl A laneral queation on the preddent'. va, of reach:!aa dee.1-

.1on8 in tl ... of erials, particularly international erl.e8--could you 

,eneraUze about the way he did It, wh.t W&8 hi ••• thad. hi. pldloaophy 

in haadlinl erisa. with tbe Soviet Union, bow he reached a decialon, 

and where be lOt. his lnforaation and advice? 

l1ae9howe(= It was UIlOS' a pattern, for evexy ed_is that eaae up: 

to have a .JU.l1 ,roup, never NSC (it'l too 1ar8e)--£our. five, 8D or 

saven. He'd bear evarybody out and never lay anytbJ.118 hi.elf. &O.e-

Uaea B.aclford and Dulle. had a way of butt.1a.a hea., usually on a 

question of departmental precedaDee and pdodty. If it .a a fluid 

aituation, Dad would 1l8k.a only al .ueh dadsion aa vaa nee.aaary at 

that ci... 'l'ben he'd wait for another _etina foe a eballaa of 

eventa, a.pecially with that Barlln affair, becaule it W88 10 fluid 

and ao dependent on the laat thina that lCbrushehev a&1d, that you 

coulda't .ake a policy and earry it through ailt lIOntba. lie would 

dacide what abould be done but only what .. a nec88aar:y at the JIOMnt. 
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aDd tben bava anotber ••• t1l11. Ile n.var could c __ 1t h_elf before 

everybody elae did. 

Nadoff; To 10 on to the question of SputDik--do you recall the j:.pact 

that tb:l.e bad on tbe Preddent IS th1md.n, and policies! This 18 ,etUua 

into the Whole queatlon of tbe rile of tbe lo-ca11ed alaai1a sap. 

11aeubower: Th. aildle pp .. a a bad pieee of work, ad Stu Syminltou 

Dever act bis head beat In enouah for it. It vu absolutely the figMnt 

of hiB 1 ... 1nation. He clai_d his sourca was To. Laaphier. It WI a 

political a.bit. Ona month after Kennedy cae 10. tbey dacidad there 

was no ai •• Ue pp_ 

Ooldberll SJ1lj,:aaton lOt hb inf01'!'lUtion frOll the Air rorce. 

BiaanhowEI rom L_phier waa sUPPoledly h:la bil source of lnforaation. 

haa General Dyn81ce. or 1I0Ila placa. 

Goldbera' Yee. but Lallphier wasn't official. 

Bta.howr: The A1r Force had to have been feeding hia (Syatu8ton) 
; 

aoaeth1u&. 

GoldbeCI: Sure. the Atr rorca concocted 1I08t of it. They c.ountad all 

of tbe _diua interaedtate .11111e aites, added tb_. ad called tb_ 

all lCBll. 

KiaenhoY![: Dad knew better because of the U-2. but he couldn't say. 

Hatlo!f: Did he ever authorize any 8tep8 to counter th111 notion of a 

aias11e .ap while he wae ati1l in office? 

Biaenbo!!rJ No. be just aaid. ·You hava to taka ay word aaainlt thelrs." 

But be Dever laid that tha U-2 was h18 sourc.e. 
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Oo14b8l' 1 , Be dida't adldt CO the U-2 at tbat tiM. 

!fatloff1 Did aputn1lt bave any 11uIediate lapact on hi.? 

Bla_tao ... , Dad made an arrol: thue, in undel:eaU .... U. public I:eac-

tion to sputnik. He vaa looking at thie tbing frolll. a completely 

e",ineedna poiat of View, and the engiueer. bad to14 hia about tbe 

UrL. whicb 1 thiuk vent f.broush 157-' 58, or an 18"'1lOnth aeophysical 

Goldbe~1I 1956-57.... the period. 

11aenhowE: 1 don't believe ao, beeause _ weren't due to put up a .at

e1111:e a. of October • 57 • Tben tbe Ioray put up B.plorer about January 20, 

1958. 1 thousbt we aade our cOll1llU •• nt to the lOY to put one up. 

GolclWI' Wbat we were plantains to put up waa not the Aray lIiaslle, 

but aoaetbina eatiEe1y different. 

Eisenhower I But in reapoDSe to the questlon. tbere .... an article 

in tbe lfw !oEk 'tiMa aeveral day. before sputnik tbat th.l.u .. 1a1l8 

were about to put a aatelUte up and Dad dldn' t believe that the 

Aaerican people would 10 to pieces the wey the, did. They bad to 

have a aeri.a of ·ehin-up· apeeebea. Tb. year 1957 waa a bad ,ear 

for Dad, anywe" with a 8 troke, Little B.ock. and the receaslon. Look 

out for the ,ear after a president la reelected. It affeeted bis 

tb1tlldD& becauae be bad to put througb educational billa, and be 

orlan1zed the Sclea.c.e Advieory CoIIalttee, witb killian beading that 

up, and George liBti.owalty later. It affected bls tb11l1tlaa aGre 1n 

connection with public :relatione tban wltb r.apact to budwa:re.. Dad 
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n ... r reaU .• ed how such JOu hne to beat OD th1D&a _d hov little the 

public li_tena to you. In hil office they once aaid, ·You'.e lot to 

tell tb. th18, Hr. Presidant," aad he respoucled, ·Oh, baloney, I 

told them that 8ille IIORths aao. It l:Ie thouaht everyone aat in front of 

the tel..,.1&1oo with a yellow pad tains note. to wh:teh they would 

refer before hia next apaeeh--wh1eb they dido't. That ... a hie p~obl_ 

in World War 11, witb tbe Brlt18b and the takina of Pada, and with 

the l!fontlO_ry proaotiou--all these were UDderenlMU., what the 

ci.Uian population waa ,olna to think. Ke would aa, it .... routia. t 

all planaed, and dld not realtce hovexcited people could pt. 

!!ttlofJ: Did the Pr .. ideat believe that eontai.ent vas a real1ltie 

policy! 

Eiael1howar: le., he waa re.lly aold OR 1 t.. 
I 

Hat.loff: Was be p.a.~.t.1c or opttaiatle about ev.ntually dampenlnl 

do- tbe tbraet witb tbe B.u.Bia ... 

11a!@Lowar: He re4ally va. very entbusiaatic and looked with uraenc, 

on the cultural exeba1l8_. That' a .ay he put .0 .uch into tbat eultural 

exebaBs. in 19,59, when the B.u •• ian. bad the .u1blt.lon up 1n Bew York 

and we .ent OUfa to lfoscow, where B1.8 had hi. debate witb Khru.hcheV. 

Dad contributed a painting of bi8 and bad a filht over the arU.tic 

•• lu.... H. val r.ally s trona on that. 1 r __ b.r hia talking to 

NorMn Cousiaa about tbat in the o.al offiee. Couaina bad just _4e 

a tdp to the Sov1.t Union. He .ald lat.r on that hts tllO biggeat 

diaappolllta8nta .... (1) that he bad faile4 to brilla about a better 
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uncier8tancllll11f1th the :au.alaa durina hiB t1ae, and (2) l:1z.ont a 

defeat in 1960. 

Hatloff: Were you drawn in at all on the diacu8aloas on ams control 

and disal'1laM1lt'l Row far he va. wilUng to 80 1n this direction? 

Ita_bower: Only peripherally. to thi. extent--Goodpaater and I vent 

witb lords Dr_bury. Edward Teller, Bob Woods, and a pretty dlBtin

pi.bad aroup of nuc1ea't acienUst. to lurope In Iov_ber of t 58, 

just after 1 bad reported to the White Houae. Later on Goodpaster 

and 1 went to .ee the last of the shots in the air out at frenchman's 

flat. That aay bave been early '60. Teller 18 a forceful _n. and 

be uead any avantla_ be could to aet bis way. Ha u,eel to COI'1l" aa 

and tell me about wbat was 80108 to bappen to Liver_re Laboratory if 

tbe teats were stopped. 1 believe that Lewis Strauss did 8oaetbiD8 

of tbe sort, but 1 did not pus on any of this stuff. 1 was always 

pretty keen to avoid beiDI an aveDue for anybody to let the word to 

the huident throuah as. Let th_ set it tbtouah cball1181s. 

Hatloff: On the buls of your s'Xperience, how saUaUed was he with 

the worku81 and effectiv .... of the Departaeut of Defe.e? 

JU.senbover: He was quite trl.phant over the lucce •• of the '58 reor

ganbation, with the axception of h18 failure to do awa,. with the 

service aacratari ... 

Hatloff: Wh,. did he feel stroas1,. about tbatT 

lisenbower; Be thouaht the, ware 10bbyin8 for theit own services aud 

didn1 t ha.e any funetloaa. 1 don't know what functiona they have DOW, 

aayway. As far aa 1 can see. they jus t aake lIlOrk in thoa e damn placea. 
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Gold.,al'l: Did he feel that way at the 1> .. innio.l of hill adll1uiatration, 

toot 

11 •• nllo .... : Dad vas always for lIOn Wlif1catiOl1 th_ we had at a Iben 

tiae. 

Goldbal'l: If you r_ber the "&Orpahatioa Act ill 1953, ITo. 6, the 

aecretaries wre put in the chab. of C0ll1l&Dd. The uniUed cQlllUl8D.ders 

went throuah the seeretades, not through the serne. chiefs or the 

Joint Chiefs. And he went alona witb that. 

Hatloff: That cae out of the bcltef.ller Coaittee Plan. 

lia._wel'l My au .. a would be that was before his ox sot 101:84 by 

the ae"ice secr.tari. ao1nl to Conlr.... Wbat he wanted to 40 wa. 

eu t 40wn service lobbyia, to COnar.... Tba t t 8 why hlJ 1f8.8 so anuous 

to ,et l'i4 of the .el'nee 8eeretaries. 

Matloif: He was lIO!:e concerned about the seeretarie. than about the 

serv1ee chief a loina to Conar_a? 

Ilt.howert He was in Waah1alton ia the' 30. wben Gen. KeQAJ:tbur was 

filbti'R,& the Army'. battle., and in thOle day. the Secretery of War 

corresponded to ~be Secl'etary of Defe .. e to a larae atent. 1 tbi* 

he felt that, in purest teras, the .ilitary chief had a duty to go 

and. te.tify. If he could not tesUfy reaaoasbly in support of what 

the aelmnietration _8 dc1D" h8 bed the obUgation to re.ign. Ilis 

ideas on un1f1catloo when he was the Chief of Staff of the Arrt wer8 

quite radical. 

Hatloff: How far would he have lone with uniUcation! Did he feel 

that It bad lone far _oUSh? 
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Biamho-r: There'a alway. a difference about how far you 8ay you' 11 

go anel how far you actually will. aa talked about everybody in one 

unUOrR for a while. I vas there when he said that to the cadets at 

West Point in 1945. That was just after the war and he was r1cling 

high and .aying outrageous things. ae said that the btg brasa hats 

woulcl1l't go alonl with that. The Navy kept on not beinl under the 

order. of theater c __ nd.ers up untU 1958. That vaa one of the big 

thinsa. that the Bayy no lonser would "supply forces" to the allied 

cOlllUlnder in the extent of such and auch. Now the Navy forces C_e 

under l!!!. ~ of the theater cOllll8lldera. When Dad .... theater 

cCllll1l8nder in lAm in 'SI. Truaan. to hla credit. put the Sixth Pleet 

under Dad' a cCIIIlaand. Than they alithered away froll that. 'lbey 

atarted to write their poopsbeet. after that. and make up theae Ireen 
. 

papers with the J:ed stripes on the. and lot the Sbth neet out frO'll 

under SACBUll in peaceUae. The Bavy forces were included in tbeater 

coma.lldera· force. a. of 1958. Dad had a rather specialized axperience. 

Kla entire experience ·in World War II va. a8 a unified c~nder. ae 

coa.aaded U.S. troop •• but tbet ... s hi. aecondary hat to ."pr", 

c<*ll8Dder. in every job he had. He therefore looked at it a little 

differentl, fro. the way Gen. Braclley did. 

Matloff: Aelde fra. hia attitude toward the workiDl_ and effectivene •• 

of DoD. bow about his Jq1l8llt of the overall structure and world.1l8 

relationsbip. in national aecur1ty--the question of tbe NSC, for ex .. ple' 

Wa_ he aatiafied with the way it waa operatingY 
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l,Hanbower: Yes, but he unci it in a very laited _,.. Be used it 

as 1IOre or leas of s bdef1a& _ehan:l.8m. .. was ..,ery .t.:onl on 1ILIIk1ua 

aure everybody was aboard. When you look back. on that ad1lialstratioa. 

we had a ..,ery ... U number of gaffa of people who were talkiag qaillSt 

the a41liaiatratloa outsiele of school. The ODe tbat c .... to aiad the 

.st lsI Georae lluIlpbrey·. -depl'esaion wUl curl your hair· (1957). 

There were.' t ..,ery lIany. He used tbe Csbinet even aore as a brie£-

tag _d11.... Ther. was oae tiM whea h. pretended to aalte a dec1sio. 

1. RSC. It vas on a conventional carder, eyen sf tel' .. bad a nuclear 

carrier. Dad was look1a& at the dollars and cents that the Havy 

wanted. Ruclear powered, it w .. 101'1111 to be awfully aspeuiYe. Jle 

looked at it ia tbe Oval Office end WIlDt back ancl forth ael finally 

decided the Navy sbould have that coaV8llt:lollal carrier but dida't say 

.. ythinl about it. We had au nc ... tial. and he ucle Arleilh Burke 

aet up and _ake all tht8 elaborate preseatation and tbea to hts 

surprise aucl, "All ript.· So he looked 11ke he .... inl a decia10D 

in NBC but he wasn't; he'd already decided before that. GeneraUy 

apeakilli. the electsloDS were aade In the ..all .eetinls back ln the 

O..,al Office. 

GoldbH8: The le .. ral yie.lnt 18 that he dtd u.e the NSC. that it 

operated on a laraer scale and lIOn effecUvely under hia than under 

anybody els ... -Tl'ua8n or Kennedy or probably anybody alse stuc. tMn. 

aeally, that the NSC and all of the auz111ary orlantaationa .. eociated 

with it, such a8 the OCS, operated probsbly .ore effecUvely under 

Bi •• Dhower tball anybody el.e. 
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,1"'_r, I thillk. tbat b. WU IIOre dedicated to aeCUIlI everybody'e 

viewpoint tban aa.yboely al •• was. aa wouldn't pull this bwliIl ... of 

gettioa a telephone call in the .iddle of the night and cellinI off 

the air support for the Bay of P1as- He tried hiB very best to a"90id 

allowing the last guy 1n to ,at his way. So ha used the RSC for 

that. I'. IlOt sayin8 that h. elidn't gat a lot of mowledge, a bdef

iQB for hiB aa well aa brl.fina for othera. because after all he had 

the Secretary of the 'treasury in tbe 'liSC. So be would set the Uacal 

iapact of Defente anclnaUonal security prohl..,at.. lie probably learned 

a lot fro. the ISC, but that'. not where he ude h18 dec.18iona. Dad 

had a aotto of "Rever aake a aistake ill. a hurry," whiCh has to do with 

the pEoeedures in these erlses--and "Don't decide an), 1IOre thaa. you 

have to at tba ttae... lie would 1I01d thinse. 

Gol.dbgaa Bu.t beeauae ha waa ao ora_baU.on-a1nded he did establish 

th18 .ub.tantial atructue, didn't be, for BSC, OCI. and the wl10le 

apparatus" 

Bbeabow.r: A plannins board, tben OCB gal", back doVll. and ... what 

the __ e caet of characters for both blat not quite. 

Matlofft Was the .yat_ effectlve frOll your perspective" 

11,eaboDr: Ye.. 1 thoUlht tbere wa •• n awful lot of hot air in 

thoee thitta.. A lot of people were belna clever and there were rather 

lnforaal .. atinls in the OCI and tb.e pl81).nins boaI'd but I think that 

t.h., pratty well I.pl ... nted what Dad waDted. The dallier va tut. 

U you bact a small meetina and you didu't nall people d01ll1. they 1l11ht 
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not do what you • .,. I'll call attention to aid-quat 1957, on the 

subject of the 'erahins IIbaile. '!'he cut of characters 111 the Oval 

Office included Wilson, I.adford (who had reUrad), Twining, Quarles, 

Leanl tur t Brucker. ad. me. Goodpae tel' was 011 leave. I se t up the 

_ettna at Arlay'. req\l88t to talk about the 'erahil18 and the lin of 

part1clpauu kept 1l'0w1ng and. Il'owing. 'or a while Lanitzer was 

loina to be the only repre.elltat1ve of the A.rr4y 1n the whole place. 

but 1 lot the appointment aecretary to invite SecretarJ Brucker to 

coae also. Dad said at that point very eIlphatically that he dld1l ' t 

want any service restrictad froll developing a weapon just because It 

shot too far. This W&8 takl111 off the 2.00 .... 11e 11.it that had previoua1, 

been illpoaed on tha Aray. I falt that tha Secretary of Defense was 

not soina to pay any at,aUon to what Dact sald. so 1 dra. up an 

_cerpt froa the .. ating and took. It to Dad and got his sipature and 

•• t it to the Secretary of Data.se. Quarle8 looked at me and Chuckled 

wba. they ware goinS out tha door. Char11. Wilson never .poke to .e 

a,ain for the reat of hia life. 1 think. that that aeeting could have 

gone on ad notlltns would have been done in the Departaent of Defenee 

U 8 .. action badn't been taken. They were now forced to allow the 

Anty to develop the 'ersh1n.& with IIOre than a 200wlll1le raaae. Rothiq 

evar .at. solvect ill olla ae.tins. When Goodpaster cae back from 

leave, be told .e that they bad had 80lle IDOre basslea before they 

Unally 80t it settled. But that shows that you'd better •• e aure 

it' a Oil paper. and they can I t deny 1 t. Of course. bdford ... ao 
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autl-Aray that 1 think one re.lon Juplter-C vas dalayed was that 1adforcl 

eoulclu' t ataad to have the May put up a .atellita. I've read that 

Radford had CharUe Wllaon fiaured the e .. way. .aelford".. the auy 

tllat. Dad aaiel f0uaht ... vice unifieation at one U.e but had ehanaeel 

e_pletely. He had been asaiUlt uuiflcation. Dad thoulht. but now 

.aw the Ught. He n!v!r 8aw tbe Ught; he aaw a job that he wanteel. 

Goldeeral Your hther _at have believeel him if he lUde h11l Chah.au 

of the J01nt Chiefa. 

Biaenhower: Dad wa. naive; he 80t taken on that. 

Katloff: Diel the Preddeot ever 11lelieate hi. v1 .. about tbe 'tylea, 

peraoaalit1 ... aael effeeUvene,a of certain officiala' Brief charae-

tarizatlona would do here; for esaaple. people Uka Wiboa'l 

lisen_wI': I'll have to • ., one thiaa about Dad: ha cbaBIed. ha wa. 

very chanae.ble. At the riek of be1na too loug-w1ndad--ln 1958, _en 

he waa try1l11 to gat that r8Oraaa1&at10n bill through, he aaU, "If 

Carl Vlll80n would just dl. t we would aet this thina throuah." The 

next "Jear. when Cad Vinson waa lntroc1uelng lea1elatlon to l'e.core hia 

flva-atar raak. Dad .ald, "Don't worry about lt, fl.y great frlend carl 

Vlueon will get thia done." lie didn l t earry grwlp •• but evaryboc1y 

had to prove hi.I.U every day. You can't aay that anyone th:lag 

that Dad ,aid was hia eonaielered, 11fe-lonl oplnlon about anybody. 1 

peraonally think that h. was dlaappo:lnted in CherUe Wilaon. Wilaon 

atayeel a loq U.a but Dad didn't waat to be his own Secretary of 

Bef.naa and. with Wll80n, he had tOe 

53 



.. 

Hatlofi: Tbi. 11 tha uaual c ... it.f.ct_ tbat b .. b .... ud •• 

Bl, ... , ".ardhl. 1.11 lkl.&lroy--t .. fter 1UUi.rltoOd to la" .. ., 

neclt wily Dad would. .nr ac:.cept a Secret.,. of Dah .. e t.bat laid down 

a cORditlon before be ca. that he would aUl oal, two ,.ara. It 

Ukel about that lOBI to fiDel the latrin.. The r&lult waa tbat Doa 

Quarl.1 ran the Def.na. DepartMnt. H.U Kell ... o, .. a 100d frland 

to u, a paraoubl. 8uy, dyalllie, but h. elida't at . ., aroUlld loas 

_ouah t.o l.ara the jo b. He .aid to Dad oaa U.... ·You. ha". to be 

,our 0 .. Secret.el'1 of Defenae... He probably aaid tbe WOIll th1q 

there II tboush Dad d.Un't ea. At.'l .... d. 

!fat,loft,; IIow about TIl ... Gat •• ? 

UI!I!m_rl Be cae off verJ well, aad. I'll tell you vhy. lie va. able 

to rlle abo"e lib fo ..... r job .. Secr.,ary of the II...,. When he took 

over •• aacD.f (he had. a ".EY abort u. •• tber., union_at.l,), tbeJ 

aet up tbb tbina at Offutt All' Bue to coor41aate tbe fire pl ... of 

tb. Navy and the Air 'oree, tho .. of Polari. (jUlt c_i,. in) II aad. SAC. 

Goldnra' 'lb. Joint Strat.atc TaraeU Plan. 

Biaabowr: rOIl Gat •• ' a old Navy bv.ddl ... a •• hill tbe d..-U for that. 

To thea be •• a traitor; ..... d:let Maold •• a patriot capared to 

hia. 1 a. am OR aigbt 011 tbe SBqUOIA whea over a couple of 41'18. 

biB for.r H8VJ aaaoclatea lit Into hill. He •• a very ope .. guy. 1le 

atuck by' hi. lua. So fill' a. I can .... he vaa tbe .at __ eaical, 

broad. •• t, all-iuclualve of aa, of th. SacDd. they be4 •• ".. .. tbou&h 

he had. a backaroUDd a. Secret&rJ of the .avy. 
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IItloUe Did the P~ •• 1deut eve~ coaMnt on aay other Secretad .. of 

Defeue. e .. n tboae *0 had not served durinl hie pe1:iod'l 

liseuhonr: Be Wa. very close to lorreatal. He developed an obee.eion 

froll Jon_tal'. suicide tbat when you start Bettina 'too Ured, set 

away. He attdbuted that suicide to the theory tbat lort .. tal just 

around hi ... lf clova. that he was too conscientioul. Dad _a a areal 

adairer of Porr .. tal-...... el .. eribecl bfa a. -a .,bl1osopber." Be elidn't 

•• y auch about Louts Jolmaon. Johnson didn't bave very -111 fr:telld •• 

He talked very blgbly of Lovet t • 

.. tloU: An, of tbe .ervice lec~eta~i .. tbat particularly illpre.Hel b.' 

Bia.bower: I think the Brucker thina vaa unfortunate. Brucker .. 

• 0 loyal to the Any v1a-a-vb all tbe rest tbat be Uully bee .. a 

volee In the wildemus 8Ild a 80rt of padah for the ~est of tb_. I'. 
aura that they witbheld hb Hedal of Preed_ when tbe a4IIini.tration 

wnt out of office. Dad lent four over to the Pel1t.11 end .aid for 

Gat_ to pr .... t tb. to anyon8 he wnted--and they didn't 8ive 0118 

to Brucker. The f.llow never got over it, either. In later year8 

Gen. Bruce Clark v ••• Ull tryl111 to .end .. directive., tryinS to 

.et a. to support. IIOve to have the Hadal of Pre.dom awarded poac

bu.oualy to Brucker. It's too bad. 

Goldberll How about Quarles? 

li.enbower, Quarl •• died during that pedod ancl there were a lot of 

&ecola __ aud ve:ry .ad people. 1 think. qoarle. we8 800d. With pe1'-

80n8 :reflecting Dad'. view. Quarle.' Btock waa ellt ..... ly hiBh. 
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HaS.loff, Bov about the Joint eh:1.f'? people U,U Radford! 

BiseDfagera I talked about geaaral ph:l.1_ophy, about whether the JCS 

would aa •• a reaponaib:l.11ty for e0D81deriq the national eco_le pie 

wball. .. ld.DI their Idlitary l'ecoa&aendaUons. He waa diaappointed in 

his Joint Chief. all the tllle. ae kept trY!1lI to briag tbal alOllg, 

bu t ther e waa no t auch 1IOre he could do. 

Hatloff: 011. the vlews of the Bisenhower presidency there baa been a 

great shift In recMt yeara. 'l'he orillnal notion 1uIedlately after 

the aDdlna of the praa1dellcy v .. that this had be .. a falrly lnactive, 

,...1ve pradel_ay. 111. rae_t wrlt11l1" author8 go the other way, 

and • ., that the prelieleat va. very active behilld tbe leenea--the 

"hidden hand" pre.:1d8lley, a. hed Greeutdn araue.. How do you view 

thi8? Who', c10aer to the truth, boa your perspective? 

Itsalp_r: 1 think that two tarma 1a fDo long, .d I per80nally 

think the country was really ready for aoaebody elae by the tiae Dad 

left office. Thi. ta no dileradit to Ma. W. have navel' had another 

two-tena president u.nder the Unci aendant. 1 thi:. that hls experi

ence •• all. arpaent _aalat the 2.2.lI.d aan4U1lt. AI a reault, the 

coulI.uy· a trea.d vae 11beral 'by the U.e Dad left office. Harvard was 

in. It was 80rt of a relief to have old VOII. Bindenburg out of office 

so the kids could nov start to use thelr own winp a bit. Plu. the 

fact that the only ev:ldence the acacle.ics had to 10 OU va. tha II" 

York T:1aea. The paper. coatna out .bowed that Dad. va. inarticulate. 

wben actually he etood uUllber one in hie &uaU.h cl ... at West Point. 
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Ue wrote v • ..., well, a lot better tbaa 1 do. That. pl\1. a ure coaaer

vative trend in the cOtlDtry. But you caa't make thiala of him that he 

wasa't. Ue was hlred as president because we were afraid of the 

auslana in • 52. Dot for hi. liberal view on social Mcuri ty and 

slum clear8l1.Ce. They werea't birinl for that. Maybe with a parli.

'IUlltary .y.t_ he would have been let out ia 1958, .a every prlae 

minta tel' i8 Inftltably let O\1t when his particular job i8 fiat,heel. 

GoUbera: It haa Deea 8valuted that ia hiB pre •• collference. ha waa 

often daUberately inarticulate or ..... d to be ao, or wand_ad 8round 

beeaaa be clidD't really want to auwar tbe Q\1esUoa.. That _. h18 

way of d18poe1na of it. 

Bl ... taom: 1 thi_ there is 801l8thtna to that. lie was terribly 

.ecurUy conscio\1a, ae was always _cried about Whet.her he va. 
divu1&1na s.eth1na that was security claeB1Ued. aael that .. a hf.ll 

he.itant. 1 dOD't believe hi8 Itroke had much to do with his occa-

8ional hesitancy, but hie mind raD auch faster thaD his tonp.. The 

way It. dllr88slo.l today he .,uld diares. in a pre .. callferaace. 

I!Iatloff. Of whet WI he ust proud ~ur1n.a hi. prelielenUti y.ar.t 

111"""r: Dad va. GOt au latro_paethe 8\1y t lookin8 back. He told 

about h1s dllappolntaeuC •• becau.se that' 8 what Waltar Cronkite alked 

bill about on hi. TV prolt'd. l'boae two tbtD,_ he aud to walter 

Cronk1te--th. fact tbat he was not able to e.tablisb a r.al laat1ua 

peace in his eight yeara. and. of course, the defeat of atchard Ift.lCOD, 

wbich he coaaldered a raflection on hi. wbole adaia1.tratioD. Be 
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_ ... lly b.U..,ed that flacal ... e.poDII:lbiU.ty .ent out the sate .:ltb 

tbe election of lane"'. anel 1 think he bad a poiot. lie also reau..ed 

tbat ha had. a.e age on him and felt that the presideocy ... a 

duty--whlch he didn't mind. He liked the paaoply. even thouah he 

Cia_eel be dido't. On the IIlOroina of Ifizon t a elefeat, Dad lIOa.d. "I 

could have been bavinS fv.n the •• eiaht years-; he .. ant it. Xe._ 

probably prou.deat thst he kept U8 out of war durina that .ery touchy 

Uae wtwn the IUY vb.o abot bis atomc e .... nal fint 1I1&llt wiu. .. 

kept peeee. a decent econOllY. and tbeoretically no 10S8 of territory 

to the _..,. althouab 1 cIon't mow how they overlooucl Cuba, when 

they were 8ay1ns that. 

Hatloff= I can't rest.t aaki1l8 you about tbst farewell addreaa. It. 

aure tbat you bav. been asked .. ny tillea before about tbe or1stns of tbe 

military/induatrial coaplex talk--whetbar thi' was a s84dan iDllpiretion 

or tbe product of Ions reflection. What were the or:l&inat 

li ..... "r: One ti1l8 wben 1 sot ... eally 80re was when I .aw tbia Henry 

Steele COIIJaa.ar on TV and ha said,· li.eDhowr elidn't write that; we. only 

aseociat. it with bila." God alatabty. Ded waa coapletely cOIlIiatent 

1n that 8peecb with what be bad been doing for elgbt yeara. Be'd 

be. tl'Jina to ke.p the ltd on the lIilltary, not to cleprive tblm but 

to keep the. within reuonable bounde. It waa an uphUI fight. He 

had never verbaUzed it before, and. probably wov.ld not have, but his 

brother Hiltoa broulbt tbe ielaa of verbalizinl it to bi_ So be took 

the ba1l and ran vith it. Of cour •• , Dr. Halcol. Hooe vu hia .peech 
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wUel: at the U_. but Halcola alwa,. ilUl:tate4 that be ".. • car

pental: t uot an architect. So it va. raally Dad t.ltd:AI. but 1 thlDk 

that :Milton put bD. up to It. It certainly V88 near and dear to hill •• 

MaUoff: Let ae turn it to you now, to wind up. Wbat do you rasa" 
a8 your aajor .chi.v .... nts dur1s1a your tenure as AsBistant Staff 

Secretary! What 41d you learn about the national .acurity apparatus 

and cU.d you laave vitb fru.tration. froe that poatY 

1:I. .... ho_r: 'lba only frustration that 1 had in that POlt .1 that 1 

diu't feel th.t the Itsenhowar ada1ainration a. a whole vas appc'.

elated.. It .... pretty hard to take after eipt year. (of courae. 1 

only b.at .y brains out for two aucl a half yaan)--to ha"e 1 t baDCli.d 

allover the eouatry.td. that Dad had bean dolnl aothlnl dudul the 

whole U.ae. Gettlaa off a little bit. 1 thiak. Dad aade a a:tatake , 

tbare. Baprty listed the preddent'. appointment. for th. next da, 

but n .. el: publtehed who had actually s.an hilA tha day bafo:r:.. 1 felt 

thet 1 aad.. SOile coatrtbution to Dad'. effecU".a .... but that'. about 

all I can say. 1 certainly could never have had any aCC01llpl1sl:aeats 

of ay own. but I think. I va. a fairly decent servant. 

Malloff& Bow about tbe role tbat you playad dur:l.ul the traaalt1oa't 

WaB this an effactive device, to have ona ad1l1nutration's ta. 

bdaf tns tbe next'l Was the next t_ receptive'l 

118"bo_r: 1 vas In chUla of tha phydca! parts of thac--puttlaa 

on the c.r...,n:l. •• and honors. 1 vas not involved In the Bubs taaUve 

*1 a.aUolled this to Kilton after the iDU .. ~"iew. B.e d1acla:bla ct:etllt. 
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brtaf1aaa. t was very much involved at that t1ae iD p"epartD8 for 

Gettysbura. 

Katlo!!: For the return to private life. 

81Bep.howrl Y.a, ad aattlDa toaather tach booka aa the public state-

aeDta of tbe Secretary of Defense from Rudy Wianaeker, eDd what not. 

KaSJ,Uf: Just. short questioa on your rola as A1abua.dor to Belpua 

a1110at taD yaara later--did you ,at involved at all with OS» ia that 

capacityT 

Biaanbo •• r: Ho. That abaasadorial job was nothing, a blank spot ia 

.y career. It lava .a a title, but What probl •• did _ hava w1th 

aelai .. , You know the biaaeat probl_ that I had with B.11:t.t-..... beu 

landinl l'ilbta :ta Chicaao. Barly in hll ada1aistration 1Iixon lave 

KLM of Bolland laruliag riahta ill Chlcqo but dlda' t live the ... to 

lalilua. lbe Belliana were on my back for the whole two and a balf 

yeara about that. 1 couldn't aet aDybody with any stature above CAB 

in the Un:tted Statea even to listaD to me about it. It wa. terrible. 

The 'oretln Miu1ttar would lat up in front of Parli .. at and say. "1 

lava the Aurlcaa Mbu.ador hell today." He didn't know that the 

Aaerican _baaaador coutdn' t talk to aaybody but the CAB back boae. 

As a .. tter of fact, I wasa't ao sure the Belaian. wr:e riabt anyway. 

Matlof! I Is there any queatioa 1 should have aeked you about the 

President in his role aa COIIII8Ader 1n Chief or an-,thial about hls 

national eecurity role that you would like to addt 

lia.abo_r: I think the one laniDI i.prudoa 11 that one .at 

have a certain 8IIOUDt of lyapathy with Hr. B.eqaD reaardins theae 
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_b ... :1 .. belq b10wa. up. 1 this the hard.at thial about the pr.dducy 

1& beiD8 helcl reapona1bl. for thf.D..8 OVer whlcb you have no control. 

In Dad'. c .... wha Khruahche\f c .. to the United Statu ill Sapt_ber 

of t.59, we had bad a reeonna18.aoce plane ahot do. at AserbaydahaJl 

on the SoViet boreter., aad. people ware 1II1 •• 1u8 au there had be. AO 

n •• 8 of til.. Of coure., all the f&1l111.8 wrote III t.o Bad cd said 

that wheG &hruahcbev c._, be had t.o put tbe h.at ODe Dad put ou all 

tbe heat he could, but va. neverthel •• held re,poDSibl. for tboae 

niAe deatu. Tbe ruponlibllitia that you're carry1na that you 

really can't do anytbins about constitute the touabeat part of the 

job. Tbat's moatly ea.aander in chi.f atuff. 

Hat10ff I Thank. you for your cooperation and your w111inp_. to ahare 

your recoll.et1oD8 aud impr ••• ions with u •• 

Elaenhourl I talked • lot. 

Goldb," , That'. the 1Ib.ole 1daa. 
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•• I1 ..... r .... I. D. 1l •• ""8r 
•• O. loll 27. 
Ualt .. t ........ ,I._i. 1 '441 

CkeoHr II, 1 'as 

.,.._ 70U t.r fty ........ eM ee ... r1,e .f ,..... ,.eoc"l., "'ell 
ca,e ... uelw •• f "'. OSD IU.COI'tca1 OfUco aM for retun' .... 1t "',It 7 ......... U ••• 1 _ 0.1 •• '_ '.1' ,eMIl' f"~ •• oopy .f tM 
'laal ...... 10 •• iMol'pDraUq CIIe ...... cbae ,.8 .... t. tM tr •• " 
crl,te 'l'llg 1att.r ,. al.o ,.00"1c. ,ut ... ball follow,." .......... _pr._ ,. ,0- l.tlAlr .f .. pt. .... r 27. IhS 1a tile _ne, of tat __ 
ace •• to t.II. "'aMel'lpt of '01lE '.tee,,'_. 

V • .,pcae' •• WI', _a ,. U ... Mel t.IlouIi't ,_ .we at ...... 
JO. I'twi_ of 'lie &c' __ rJ.,t aad , .... coop.ratioa Vicla t.lata project.. 
~_ recollectl •• _tl o .... rw .. U... vUl _tl a .. 1ub1. o.oatcl'''1011 
to 1.11. r-..rlll e .. to tb. OlD orel blator, Pl'0lr_. 

It •• rel". 

/:J) 
Alfred Gol'MI'& 
OS. B'.1:Orlea 
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Dr. Alfract Goldberg 
OSD Historian 
ODASD(A)/Biatory 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Dr _ Goldberg: 

SepteMber 27, 1985 

Bere Is the transcript of the oral hiatory_ 
S .. of my editing was done in the back of a car on 
t.he way to II.. York, so the panunship may not. be 
too 9Ood, but I think itls legible. 

At first 1 4idn't notice that p. 16 waa out of 
sequence (between 29 and 30). Hence the r_rk., WI 
clontt underatand,· etc. I think that m¥ revised 
corrections are underst.andable, but I would 11ke t.o 
call att.ent.ion to the S~Br at the top of p. 17 • 

• ew the ... nt , I ._1" lllte to 1_,. this 
idteZ'.1ew in categblJ 3 0,88 sal, to DoD 
h~::iir. !~ FU :; lOur ==~:utati'" ... lare to cll to ca ego 01' ------ I would like the 
opportunity t.o 90 through it again. ~bi. t.ilDe I waa 
concernea only with clarit.y, not propriet.y. Many 
thanks. 

Sincerely, 

P2'1'f: tittormirred to tttl ~:t~~::3sEnG.d 
l~i:t;t~\.~\;Q (~~~!,;f. r.!~iJ, ~l1mS 
l;XJ !352G, Settt~:t: 8"5 


