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A. Selectedback,round a.pel'laac •• before CIS. 1947-1961 

1. N.t1ooal S.curity Act of 1947 

LeMay fa.,ore4 it but All' Poree did aot really get it. lDd.,.ndea~e. 

·We sot thrss all' forc •• (a~, na." air), taltead of oae," but It vaa a 

atep la the r1sht dlrectloa. 

2. Co ... ader. SAC. 1948-57 

taMay r.callad that he .ntered ROTC at Ohio State and lot 

appolat.eat to Netioaal Guard fly101 ~hool la 1930.. He latel' tr.ined 

with 35 pilot. with 3 1-17. and no .. t.rl.1. The bo.badlere never 
. 

dropped a boab ia their Ii.,.., 0 • .,.1' f1e. over the oceaa. Th. lUDa.r. 

n • .,.r fired a lUa. Th. C:I' ••• n • .,.r fIe. forsatloa uatl1 they arrived 

ia BnalaDd. Terrible .... ther. Three att.pta at flylal fonatioae aDd 

..... wat to val'. " He va. dstel'1l1aed to pre •• at any Alledeaa fra. dolDi 

~ i;' ~ I:' ~ 9 Oaaythial like that alaia. lie vaated re.d1ne .. for war <_teriel aad 
eel!!. 2. <t n' Sl ' 
;;tI 0 III I: ., !"+J ~ 

~ 
.. ? ~~. ~ ~ tra1Dlna). eo.bat ready ere •• ware a.eded. 

~~ 0;::> 
, S· .!=' ~ Whea he took o.er SAC, it had not a dnale Co.bat ready cr.w. 

I "'d tTltn 

~ ~ - ~ aBe bullt up Ita co.bat re.dla •••• 
.. v (1) 

b< ~~ LeMay had little el.aUna with OSD 10 connection with o •• dUshtl. I ~>tIl8, 
~ ~ ~ said that he clear.d with nobody. ["1 didn't ~l •• r anything auch 
_.0 ~ 
::S::l. ::s ' 
~~ ~w1th anybody."} Ord.r. cae frOli JCS on overflights. Not IUny 

~ ~~ o •• rfliaht. were doae. LeMa, had sUI •• at.d that All' Porc., not CIA 
- A W V' 
~ (Dull •• ) do the o.erflllht.. LeMay lo.t out to CIA. Allea Dullea ca .. 
0\' 

$ 
~ 
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to ••• k belp fo~ o.erfllahc. f~oa me. I furnl.hed the people aad Chay 

bullt U-2. P110tl anel .. chanic ... re bired b7 CIA aftlr "Ina tbrowa 

out by Air ro~ce. SAC eltcl .OM incelUaene. work fo~ CU. (tateI', at 

the ti .. of tb'- Cuba.- 1I1 .. 11e crbb, SAC rather tun CIA elld the 

oye~flllht •• ) SAC did ~econnai •• aDCe around out.tirt. of Bu •• lan 

bordert--Dot ofcen .iol.ted Ru •• ian all' .pace. 

fbe ~ni.tr.tloD bec ... wol'rl.d about buildup in Vladiyo.tok. 

Pre.ideDt Bi.eDhowar authoriled OYlrfliaht--. on.-.hot aff.lr. LeMay 

ran •• er, reconnai ••• nce plana he had o.er Vladlyo.tok. Aaerican 

plana. cri •• -cro •• ed it, took pictur •• of a1litary buildup, and r.portecl 

••• Ina Ru •• laD ftpter.. Ru .. 1an f1ptera were .ent up but ther. wre 

DO intlrc.ptlone. Th. 0.e~fli8bt va. -.. 11 plaDllld and w.11 executed." 

Fir,t war plan a, SAC he aot va. bi. own. 

lie ltart.d publ1c relaUon. caapaip for ,upport of SAC. Be 

.IllI,tea the belp of US St •• l, 011 eaacuti ••• , .tc., to ,uPPOl't SAC 

bulld-up. 

3. Ma •• lft "teU.tion 

Re had no cli.cu •• ion a. vIc about .... lva r.taliatlon witb 

Bt •• Dhowl' or Dull... Th.re 1. 1 aeconc.pUon. No .t01dc .... iv. 

r.taliation wa •••• nt but u.e what ••• r forc. woulcl b. nec .... ry to do 

the job. 

4. Ia! of Pia. 

In .arly 1961, LaKay a, Vic. Chi.f .at In on JCS for Gan. Whit., 

cIs. Be vaa told by. ci.llian bri.fer chat 100 .. nvoulcl b. Involved 
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III the 1.D41na. III CUb.. 1~lefe~ •• 1. that it we. nODe of bia buaine .. 

to a.t why only 700. LeHa, W. Dot cl .. ~.. to ne.19. lDfol'1lation. 

Saet1_ l.t.~ h .... told that a .pedal .etina of JCS ... ltdDl beld 

on CUba .t 8 ••••• nd went to te. The 1.1141111 had alr •• eIy t.ba pl.ce. 

B. foUDcl OGt that the l.actlna had oeeGr~.d \Nt that Dean b.t had c.U.d 

off atr CO'ft~. -Ruat hac! CGt throat of .ftryboely OIl beach. - He .... r • 

• - .uppo.ed to co_ elon to the .etlas ht hia Deputy ICUp.trlcJ 

c .... 0 .. til hi. plac.. taKay told b1a the Illft.lon would l.11--it bad 

not 1uJocked out the CGNIl at~ ofttc.~ t..Kay late~ •• t In at .etlaa .t 

Stat. Dapare.ant wb.r •• critique of the operation va. held. Gen. 

C.MlI. Dep. Director CIA, .. nt to ••• belt wh •• h. 1.araecl of the 

call1111 off of the atl' eo .. ~. b.t tolc! hi. that the "edato. had 

dr.ad, b •• a ude .ad to ••• the Predd •• t fo~ .n, chana... lenlllelf 

va. 801111 to • pa~tJ. lAlla, critic1aed CaMll for not Bolna to ... 

1eanec1, but coulc1Il't blaM hla. Crltique.t St.t. Dept. b.t, re.t of 

Jes, aDd either Dep or Sec/Def _1' •• t the St.te Dept •• ettna. bit 

.. i. nobody tolc1 hi. how laport.at the at~ co".r .... 

I. C/. Ail' Force. 1961-6' 

The .ppolntMllt. Wh.D he "cae Ail' rOl:ce CIS, h. elld not realI, 

bow laudy o~ lIe .... r.. lIe .... l'. hacI worked ,for LaMa, .t Guaa. Be 

be. Zuctert .oanbat. No eoadi tiona .. re •••• rC.d by hia 01' •• ked of 

hla .t the ti_ of hi •• ppoiatMnt amcl he r.ce19ee1 no pre'fiou. ltdeUna. 

He recalled -.tiaa dth Bobby lan_el" Attorn., GalliI'll, .t which Sec/Ail' 

rorce Zuckert ... pre.ent, on the Se1 .. ope~.tion to rl&1.t.r n.lro 
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vot.r.. ·lIe ". •• e4 _ to tell city fath.n tllat .. woul. cAIlC.l our 

COIlcrlC tl froll the A'I ba.e if they 414a't buckl. ua4u to -aret d--.l •• • 

Zuckert .at then .. ,1111 notbiq. ra ..... ., WIIat_ ba •• c~DCI.r to 

tell city father. there if the7 U4a't let Dell'oel resbter, the tow 

woul. be off u.nl to ba.e peraoDDel. No --7 vnl4 be .peac tbere, 

etc. ft. be •• c~4er WIll to cll1 for rel1.craUOIl of _sroel or tbe 

b ... woul4 b. clo.... LeKa, ftatM a w1ttea orel.r flute 'l'he ba.e .ta,. •. 
IllatlOllI with OSD - Sec/Def * .... 1'. WIll aot latar.,t" 1a 1d11tary 

dIn. Be woul •• OMti_. co_ dowa to ••• t1aa with JCS. IJe did aot 

1' .. 11, con.u1t with JCI. Cea. Ta7lor v •• the coatact -a with the 

. Whit. Rou ••• a4 .1 DOt clo'l ncb JCI. 

1!! - ...... nt e .. trOll Air I'oI'CI au Ha., a. the pl'opoHl va. 

broupt to He .... r.. "WI .14 .. a DeW all'pla_ aocl thi' .. _ a. Iffort 

to alt ou tbat aU 'I"",le •• could all'la oa." Ail' rorcl Paluat •• the 

cOIltractora-JoeI.,. V01l 0911' Con.oUdat •• (CeDeI'll Dyaaa1cI) iii All' 

rol'c. vi... OlD .at. that thi. a lI1.talta aDd col. Air rorc. to do 1 t 

over. The Air rorc. _el. thr ... eparate e.aluatiODl au .paat 600,000 

_abour. oa tM, probl... Jut tbe Ail' rorca va. to14 to alv. thl 

contr.ct to Ceaaral Jl7I1&a1e.. RobodJ' will IvaI' coaviDC8 lAlla,. that the 

Ail' rorc. val vroaa. Be thi. that a poll tical clec:l.l1oa va. Md. to 

11ft it to BaIll'7 crow., hea' of Ceaal'al DJuaa1c. la -r ..... aad a haa.,. 

coatl'lb1atol' to DaMcraUc ,arty- It va. not a lOUD' lI111tal"1 dlcllioa. 

'1'ha Navy lot dbplced aDd lal. that it would.'t bUJ tbe pla_. tbat it 

val too haa.,.. HcRaMn woul. aot lift la. 
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Zucan va. not •• troq Air roree Secntal'J. Sa .del that he 

_de the deciaion to ,tve the contract to General DTnaBc'. Aceord:laa 

to lAlla,. e"el'Jbod, leD .. that h. va. 1,1111- It va. not Zucurt'. dect.tOll 

'but Kclflaan'.. KcNaaara ra Defeue aDd 118tened to nobod,. 

:!S! 
lead, .11 of LeMa,'. ti_ .... peat oa JCS buala... LeMa, cried 

to ,1.,. tbe Pre.ident _Uitary acl"tee bae he elida't _Dt it. - Coqr ••• 

.. an't •• ctiaa atlitar, .cl"lc •• 

".ppoiDtlleDt 

1AHa, didn't .et reappo1atad In hle '9'l.., beeau •• ba .pou hi. llind. 

Zucurt Itopped hi_ In t_ ball of the PlntaSOD to •• , that he (LeKa,] 

didD't •• t aloq .. 11 with the third floor aDd would Dot be re.ppointed. 

Pr... Jobnaon .t • IATO birthday p*rt1 .. ted LeMa, 1f he wanced an 

.. baa .. dorlhlp. LaHa, .ald that h. d:lda't leDow .bout that kind of . 
• ctl"lty. B ... nted I.e ... , to •• U r-5. to couatd .. borcled1l8 the iron 

curtain but L .... ' .aid h. couldn't do thae. 

T.ae Baa Treaty - Th. JCI a.r.ed with it. but LelIa, dld not , ••• ay 

"eUd aUtar, re •• on for It. Be •• 1d that he could ... no IIUltal'1 

.dftnu.... -All the othe" Jolot Chiefa araued about .reat political 

•• :Ina but I eli,.,read.-

Be laDDecly'1 iojuaceioD to JCS to at'9'8 ad'9'ice tranacead1D1 purel, 

1I1lital'J coaaiderationl. Lellay thoUlht it proper ad"lce. Be veleOlled 

sulda.e boa the Preddeat. Ue felt that KaDady thousht that 1li11tary 

people vere Itupid. 
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Departure of Gea. fred SUth. Vice Cbtef of Ail' rorce. LelIa, bM 

co ItrOGa opiD1oa about the Vice Chief poliUoa. Zuc:brt had rec~aded 

SII1 th, aad LeMa, accepted hla. LeMa, ... aot bep" vi th hia, aad ~ •• 

bUh va. aot bappy vitb the poIUioa. ADothel' job CaM up &ad Saith 

1.ft for-it. 

Su.t.lie P18aaial. Tbue ... IlO .trat • .,· except that .. de b1 

Pl'e.idlat Johuoa aad Ml'. MeRa_l". The, dictated the tal'pt. ia 

Vieta... ta eonaectloll vith fle.ibl. re'poal., LaMa, ballpe4 la udna 

w'hat.Wl' "I n.c .... '" to ,.t the job don.. 'l'h.t would be about four 

tl... .1 much forc. a. Gaa. Taylor would u... Taylor la Vi.~ .... t 

jUlt bold ott If. Vl.tua wUI it ca. to ita ..... 1. La!fay a .... l' I •• 

tb, po11lt of renoUQciaa the UI. of auc1e,I1· .. 'poal. Be aeYeI' la. , 

I1tuat1oa fa Korea or Vtetaa wh.r, lluel .. 1' "'PODI WI'I ... d.d 01' 

d.lirable aad a,.er 1'.eoa.aDd.d th ... 

tfoaa of the alUta", hael aa, btlueac. over Itnt • ., ta tb. 

Hc .... r. period. The all1ta", war. aaver .Ikeel about lucb _tt.rl. 

The Wlda Itdl ia the Peataaoa thoulhe that tbey had .11 the .alwn to 

run tb. cou.t",_ 

lWID. lAIfay 'had ntled the proPOlal 1. 1946 1a UD .bout puttina 

up a I.tallit. but the couat", b.eI DO booltel'l. The Air Forc .... ted 

UD work. Cea. Anlold IUl't,d lAND fol' that purpoa,. LeMay t.,l ... atael 

.ettiq tt up after the "1'. LeJfay Vl'ota the charter. Ail' Porc. lot 

itl .o_y'l vonb out of RAND. he thiak.. RAID lavelttaatacl In 11f. 

of a polyp. Ae Vice Chief. LaMay fouad lAND dol .. r ••• uch o. it a.d 

obj.cted. ner. w.r. plu .. e aael 111 .... about IA1fD for the Air POl'c •• 
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lAm. LaJla7 .tau.& tbat h. -"ace" NAto. - Aa Alc eo-.... e ill 

'-0,. la 194&, h. couacl .. ap .uppll •• !l'0It all OftC ko,. .u .hip'" 

ch .. to haca ._ Belalua wl tla •• 1. c1d1ta clothe. u uaifona. 

S. info"" Ga. Cl., .bout vllat he bael clOM_ s. .• leo told toftct of 

~ a'" foc • .ar. fo~ cletla... two ,..1'. l.t.c IA!O ... bora. 

Ca ..... MS..U. ~lIt. - Oct 1962 

oftl'fl1lht. ".e Cuba ftc. lift. to SAC. SAC loa. the Sni.t 

ai •• t1.. ... the lnfo~tto .... Ii ••• to LeMa,. a. bel!.... tbat 

! ... 81oa ... chi oal, ..... ~. a. bad thouahc chae the. 1IoDI'OI Doctdae 

.boa1e1 baft be .. bmtbcl whea ea.eN cook 0.,.1'. He thousht .ctioll . . 
clarlaa. tIaa ••• U. cd.i. ba4 to be take. r:ipt .... ,. IIIfo~t1o .... 

l .. lI:taa out. Be ... litt!oa t. btl offic. 0 ... _rai ... vhaa he •• " • 

rift !fOII Dl'UlllcbeYcbat lied COM- to hi. cI •• k ., lI1acu.. '"Va could 

haft ptt •• ca-m.tac ••• _11 .. 1I1 .. U •• out of Caba. - i. LeIfa,'. 
91.". 8. r:.ca11ac1 cnal, 0" .. Cloa wl tb la1llll47 clud... thl cd.t.. Be 

we. aoe •• W for .blc. oc opl111ou oa the. cdd •••• pt -caa '" 
eI •• el'o, .11. the lI1 .. n ... ia CUba'- Be •• leI that h elida't bow 11 .11 

could be fouad. -I •• t. that 1 caa'c panDtea that--I cIoa't blow.-

lie cltd aot chiDk that tbb cd.ta w. b.Ctel' had1_ tba. la, of 

.DllOl,.C. an.t •• ta •• ,.dodt, ........ lau kDa. iCe 

Lalla, od.r •• tbe At&' 'OI'C' to ,.c r_, toe II1ft.ioD of Cuba or: "".Cnu 
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Ia cO.Dectioa vith the 'truSll. 1. Indochiaa, h. b.ll ... d 1. the 

doUno thaol'1. fte US va. follow1na the rn.ua Dactri... '!'be Air 

rorc. hll,.. vith JUDll. Jl. operatlona. 

We eliela't bow wh.ther ..... n In a val' or out. Lellay be11 ... . 

that tM war in vt.tnaa could ha.,. b ... 11'0. 1n t •• cla,. to two .... e 

vitb tb. proper application of Daval aDd air POWI'. He thinu that tha 

Unti.d Stat •• loat the wal'. It w. a fa11ure of aat10aal ,ol1c)' a. 

vill. We .. re at val' but thel" va. DO .U1tal'1 polic, In Vi.tn .. In 

hi. vieW. Re point.. out that the adaiDl.tl'aCion had UQilatel'a1I, .. el. 

dlct.toa to dt.ara tn cut tina the Defen.. buel.et. 

OSD OraaDl .. Uon a_ .......... t 
CU .... are .... dedl. Be 1 •• 11 for clriliaa control bat how such 

clvilia. cODtrol 1 ... ededf 'luablr. are .. kina the elacl.toD.. The 

fir.t duer tl to provide for aationa1 .ecurit)'. 80l41er. ouaht to be 

In the decl.lo~k1n. proce •• but are .ot 1. It. I. LeMay'. day thlY 

_re not la It. Pl'el1c1lnt aDd Coaar ..... re not sett1na .l1uqr 

aclvicl. 

leadlaa.a. 

Cate. would have. clODe the blat job had he IU, •• a. Sec/Del. 

Wlorel w. a thbf. ralpo.IUl. for the 1-36 contro .. r.,. aad 

va. cau.ht r.d-haDded. 

'fWtatq w. ho •• ee. LeHa)' did not tru.t Burke. lAMay, Burica. 

aDd Sharp arlUld about tarset lilt.. LeMa, .. at .. to hit tar.et. 1. W. 
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Vi.awa. Burke ow (AG] Shaq. _, baY. l.ak.. to the pr .. a that LeMa, 

favor.. ulina atoatc boab oa Haaol. 

1taDDe4, .... flne 100ki. you .... a with a 100 •• e ... of h..-or 

but LeHa7 voulda't tn.chia vith a dl_. 

Pre.ideat Joh .. oa va. a pus81.. It we. co..oa knowle ••• la 

Wa.htaatoa that Vic. Pr •• ideat Johnin vou1ct be elropped. LeMa,,'. 

ralatlo .. with hla ver. "pr.tty lood.-

Kajor achi.v ... at. AI Alr rorceC!S 

a. re .. rel.' hI •• lf • COIIpl.t. fallur. a. CIS. Hothi'" va. elOD •• 

Air rorc. Wilt elova htl1., Be aUdbut_ the bl_ to Me.aur .... d the 

Whit. Hou ... 
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