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Office of the secret.XDofcnse . 
Chief, ROD, ESD, WHS rv-S-t..!SL 

M£MO~NDUM POR TBB PRBSIDIH7 

"ROIl: WILLIAM P. CI.AItk 

SUBJECT: 'AII Iranian Invasion of Iraq. Date: ~20I"f Authority: EO ifS2.fl 
Considerations for US Poli"" Declassl.fy: - Deny in Full: 

-" Declasslf.y in Part: X -
Reason: -. 
MDR' 

It appears that Iran will invade Iraq in tbe next' 
,invasion will cJ:eate shock \lave. throughout the Gulf and pos. 
'further dangers for us interests In the ~lddle East, which are 
already threatened because of Lebanon. This ~morandwa 
summarize. the .ituatioR, review. us interest. an4 objectiv •• , 
and outline. contingency measuree which require your approval 
as we prepare to deal with the Iranian threat. DeCLASSIFI!D IN FULL 

Authority: eo 13526 

The'Cu~rent Situation Chief. R.ewtdSf ~2SS DIv. WHS 
. Date: JArt fl014 

The Iranians bave made the necessary preparations to launcb an 
invasion of southWestern Iraq. While attacks may occur at other 
POints along tbe border, the rranians are massing 100,000 troop" 
opposite 8.sra, and their initial goal appears to h. the d.stru'; 
tion of the Iraqi army and the capture of 8asra. The attainmen~' 
of these ohj~ctives, coupled with the fomenting of Shi. and Xur~i h 
unrest, coulcl succeed in bringing down the regime of Sad .... 
Bus •• in. In th ••• ci1:c-UlltStance., Iranian forces will .it 'a.tl""''! 
KUWait, leaving the Kuwaitis VerY vulnerable to direct or indir~~' 
Iranian threats. The Saudis, Jordanians, anel Gulf states viII bp 
extremely alarlaed, and can be expected to turn to us for protectinn. 
Faced with direc" til-eat. OD the!!: own territory, Iraqi forces may 
be invigorated and succeed In resistinq Iran'. invasion. Howevpr., 
given the pa.t perCormence of the Iraqi a~, it 8e ... likely that 
Iran eventually vl11 succeed in accOIIlplishing Its militazy ,-­
objectIve •• 

us rnter •• t. -
~- To deny Iran to the Soviet nDiaD and keep open'the possibility 

of US rapprochement wi~ Irad. 

To protect moderate Arab states from overt or covert Iranla. 
• "ression and protect US economic interest. Cincludlng 011 
aece •• , In t.he regiaft. ". 
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To prevent: a strengthent", of Iraqi tie. with the Soviet: Union 
or.tbe ··capture· ot .a9hdad'br Tehran or D .... eu.. ~lP 

Do \'Z-tI\-\SO . ~ 
~;t, ..... __ ... OS/J Pei lfo.-.llL. ~< ••• no •• _ •• o. )(' 0 ~ 71 -
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.DECLASSIFIED IN PART 
~.y. eo 13526 
Chl8f Records & Declass Dlv. WHS 
Date:' JAN 14 2014 

JS 3J3(b)( Co ) 

-- To demonstrat.e the reliability amI value of the us a. an ally 
and the cynicism of the soviet Union. 

US Objective'!. 

to help brIng an end to the 
the and underaines 

, Economic.'" lie IINst: work vith all iea and friend. to prevent. the 
·vlaening of tbe war in • aanner that. would disrupt. Gulf oil r.u~~li .. 
.ndADr inte~n.tional financia~ markets • 
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If ·yoa-'approve, the following measures would position us to act 
quickly to respond to requests from our friends in the area for 
assistance 1n the face of Iranian threatsl 

1. A Presidf'ntial letter to-perhaps a 
Special Fmiss~ry,. that d~ 
out readIness to cooperate in the defense of 

2. Messagel to 
expres.1119 
the threat:. 

3. ,ubllc statements opposing acquisition of territory by for~~ 
and raising the ~rception of the gravity of the situation. 

4. Develop Congressional briefings that make clear the ch.ra~t'·~ 
. of US Interests in the region, threat. to those lnter.st •• 

10. 

and fe.sible cour5es of action that the US may take to prnt.ct 
American interests. ': 

our allies an UNSC resolu~A~' •• 
vl~aroval, negotiations, ana war .~:4 ••• 

11. Contingen~ press guidance at Tab A. OI!CLASSIFIED IN PART 
AullQfl.y. EO 13526 
Chief. Records & t>ecIaH Olv. WHS 

Data: JAN 1 4 1014 -
That you approve·the aboVe-listed measures. 

Approvo ______ __ Disapprove ----

PEepared byl Howard 3. ~.icher 
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ECOMMEND FUll /Jo) 
ElEASE 

IREVIEW AUTHORITY: Marvin Russell; Senior Reviewed , 

CONTINGENCY PRESS GUIDANCE 
DECLASSIFIED IN FULL 
Authority: EO 13526 
Chief. Reoon:fs & DElCiass Div, WHS 

Date: JAN 14 2014 

The United states Governmp.nt has and will maintain a policy of 

neutrality in the war between Iran and Iraq. We believe a political 

solut.ion to the "'ar must he sougbt wbich is based On respect lor th,. 

independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of both state •• 

The United states viII support all efforts to brin9 about. cessatt ... n 

of hostilities and • neyotiated end to thP. conflict. Because of our . . 
vit.l int.eresta and responsibilities in tile Gulf area, the Unitet.'! 

States is prepared i"n concert. with t.he states of the area, to taJr .. 

all appropriate measures to support the security of-friendly .tatr.~ • 
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