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SUBJECT: Improvement and Modernization of the Sout~ Vietnamese Ar~~d 
Forces ( RVi~fa F) 

. ...,b 
·1 appreciate your Interest in and thoughts on the mvieh' of the RVNAV7' 
Improvement and /1ocierrization Program as provided b·· your merr.orandu/f(of 

0~ 

Apri 1 1. We have beer continuously rev1ei~ing the ;:> ·ogram along tines quite 
similar to those set forth in your memorandum. In =act, we have underway, 
at present, three m~jcr effot·ts ~thich should match 1ery well the President's 
desire for a deraiied analysis by 1 Hay. 

The JCS and Service Secretaries arc. condu:ting an overa1 l evalua­
tion of the progress of the current I&H program in order to justify 

' both slippa~Jes and programmatic shortft:~ll; · . 

The JCS are preparing recommendations on 3 Vietnamese proposal 
to accelera•:e Jchievl:!ment of the FY 73 go3l of 1.1 million rr.:~n 
duri _ng FY 12.. 

A major rev ew is· underway of the interdiction cap~bility of the 
RVNAF including alternatives to the highly · sophis:t icated air 
bombardment programs which we have relied upon. 

In proceeding ~tlith thl! analysis desired · y the President, I believe the 
primary focus should le upon functional capabilities. We are already pro~ 
ceeding In terms of RI/W~F capabll ity for conduct in~ protracted v1ar, countering J.J 

the main force threat, interdicting North Vietnamese infiltration of rr.en and ,­
materiel, .;nd provisi,:m of local · security in the ccuntryside. In doing so, 
our emphasis is upon 1ualitative Improvements rathEr than quantitative 
improvements since, as m'l conversations with President Thieu in January ~ 

brought out , th~_argJ~l~~?{l~a_R~Ij~F -~e ~-o~ •• ~?I ~.'L.J.o,..c;..c~~:o.l•l.9-~U.~h 
levels beyond the f .1 m ll t~l'l currentl ro~~n~2& What th7 ~tetnarr.ese 
rea nee ts a greater ab1 1ty o app y e1 r cor.>bat capab1l1 ty at the 
critical points at the critical time. In this regard, the simultaneous 
conduct of LAMSON 719 and Toan Thang 01/71 already reflects greater rrobility, 
tactical flexibility, and concentration of effort than i'Je originally expected 
to be feasible at this stage of RVNAF 1 S development. 
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f see the analysis we are engaged in as one: l·<hich requires establishment 
reasonable military cap~bilities within acccptabl~ dollar, piaster and 
manpo.,.ler limitations. Furtherrnore,·the program m~.:st be related not only 
to the pace of US withdrawals, but to the allied regotiating posture, the 
possibility of a cea;e-fire, the PW situation, anc the previous policy 
statements of the adninistration. 

ofv . 

With these vlews ln ~lnd, I expect no difficulty in providing the President 
wlth the desired analysis by I May. 
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