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I talked with Paul Nita on 4/27/72. The follCIIWing obaervat1ou are 
the ruult. 

1. The U.S. deleg_tiOD h.u the feeliDg that UssiDger did diecuss 
SALT with the Soviet leaden iD "CCIIW and that the Soviet delegation 
knows IIOre than the V.S. de1eption about what was sud. Th1a feeling 
leaves the U.S. delegation wluctant to neaotiec. very vigorously_ 

2. Last week'. nft lntelligaC8 ca'Sov1et ICBH de ... lopaalt 1IU8t be 
interpreted with caution. If the n_ dewlopEllt does tum out to be a 
new llissUe with a throw weight 1 1/2 to 2 timu that of the SS-9. that is 
whst we should haw apected, ,altho. it IIPpeaa to surpri.e CIA and ACDA. 
Paul's rationale .. to wby the Sov1e" WaDt greater throw weight: To pre81lpt 
Hinut __ ',with ccafideDce req1l1ru about 2 Us per Jf1Dutaa 8UO; with only 
about ,300 launchea, th1l requiru 6 lallYs per llissne; if.the Sone" can 
OIlly be aure of "'out 1/4 nld. CBP, they Deed about 6 _getona yield, sis 
5Jfl We require about 1-1/2 to 2 t:l. .. the SS-9 throw weight. Thus, 1£ the 
85-9 were replace'd by tbis Dew II1ssile. the Soviets could haw a f:1at strike 
capability agatut H1a.ut8lUD.. Bothug in our presently fonwlate4 interi. 
of lena!". lUd.tat1on propoaale would preclude this replace_Dt. The closeat 
we ,ha.,. COM i8 the Il1d.tatiC1D8 we ha". proposed OIl depth aDd ,eli_ter. but 
these ba". 10 far baen used to prevent upgreele of "light" ICfHa (e.a- 88-118) 
to MLJDfs. rather th .. to' preV8ftt upgradiDg ~ ~elv ••• 

IS ... 158. para. 17 authorizes SlIith to stete: If the OSSR wera to undel'
take a CODcerted proar .. which substantially ucreased the threat to 8Ul'
nvability of our strategic retal1atory forces. the U.S. woUld consider 
this to jeopardize our s1ipreM iDter_c.. Cexuseq..a.tly th1l could be a 
basis for withdrawal frca the ABH treaty. (SlIith has Dot yet 1IIIlde this 
state_nt aDd see_ "'ry wluctant to do so.) 

The recent intelligence 11 subject to IIOre th .. < one interpretation. 
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If the larle object se_ is in fact a large booster so that the thrCIIW . 
weight is areater than that of the S8-9, then we l118y be 10. the position 
of entering iDto aD agre ...... t when the dewlop_t whic:h would lead us 
to withdraw is already observably undearey aad not lillited. We would be 
agreeiDg to forego site def8ft8e of Hirauteman when aD allCIIWable progr_ to ~6 6~eU. 
preempt Hinute1ll8ll was already \IIldearay. Sao 'De! 
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If .ub.equeDt intell1aeace confir.. the larse booster interpretation, 
it, aight bs bud for us to clefencl rattfication of the asreeaent. We' 
would han to justify eonf:1cleace that in ths follov-on DeI0tUtiou we can 
either atop the depla,.ent of thi. new missile or modify the AIM agree
lIent to allow sits clefeaas. 

If subsequent 1I1telll,8I1ce cloes DOt eonflra the 1aqe boo.ter 1I1ter
pretation, our c:aae woulcl be sOlHWbat euter, becauae the counterforee 
develo,..ut would not be ..utf .. t altboush .till po.sible. 

To me all of th1a ~einforcee the t.portanC8 of exercietoa the 
inatZ'UCtion. in paraaraph 11 of the tlSDK in SC1118 forceful. w&,!, clistasteful 
thouah that .y be to Gerry Sld.th. It al.o uau we shou.lcl strODlly 
prefer not to iDpose the KBC concept on ICBJI def.... because that clefense 
.. y have to be expaadecl in the next few year' to 8ft effective sit. defense. 

I plan to eoae to you shortly with a diseuasion of alteroative ways 
to exereis. the .... nc. of parasraph 17. 

DECLASSIFIED IN FUll 
Authority: EO 13526 
Chief. Records & Declass Dlv. WHS 

Date: . SEP 0 3 2014 Garclin.r L. Tucker 
Assiatant Secretary of DefelUl. 

~ECRff 
..... BEORET -


