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NORTH: Coalition imeree 999 gold bars weighing 10 kg each near Kirkuk on 25 May; 
second Intercept of gold Ipment in a week. DespIte Initial Arab and Turkomen threats to 

. boycott the Klrkuk mayoral election process all ethnic groups participated In selecting three 
assistant Mayors on 26 Me ••• Kurdish Mayor and Arab Deputy Mayor expected to be 
elected 28 May. Ansar aI-I am reportedly planning car bomb attacks against U.S. forces 
and PUK in KJrkuk. Local be planning possible attack on Bayjl to Kirkuk pipeline. tel'li) 

BAGHDAD/CENTRAL REGI N: NGOs and press report continued criminal activity and 
concerns about security. litlon forces In al-Fallujah attacked with grenades 
25 May and with small arm late 26 May. (81115) 

WEST: Ambush of Coalltl convoy using RPGs and machine guns near aI-Hadlthah on 
26 May ••• expect further ta getlng of light skinned Coalition vehicles to maximize casualties. fa,," , 
SOUTH: According to Britl,h forces, security situation In aI-Basrah more stable than a 
month ago, but criminal activity contlnuas to be a problem. feP 
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direct inte.lligence but aaaeS' SAdctam'a regime may 
to, allow key elements to, survive .nd rotlArll to· Po'wer •. 

""'ftrli.iAft"" prlor to regime fall to facilitate Implemen"tion of 
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ASSESSMENT: Elemen~ of this .s .. sed plan appear to be unfolding. sal.th Party 
members and cells are e.-ctlng a phased responee (both political and reslsanee 
aCtions) to drive CoaIitiotI out of Iraq and regain political prominence. (MaiL TO 


