


in March 2009 at the McKinley Climatic Laboratory at

Eglin AFB, Florida. The Final Test Report for the Limited
Qualification System-Level Climatic Test of the Extended
Range Multi-Purpose Unmanned Aircraft System was
published in November 2009. The Program Office is
reviewing these test results to determine if similarities between
the two platforms will allow the Air Force to use these test

Develop an updated TEMP reflecting the current
Acquisition Strategy with detail for the FOT&E activities
required to fully asses the effectiveness and suitability

of IOT&E deficiencies, incremental improvements., and
intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance capabilities
Implement a robust reliability improvement program in
order to address identified reliability shortfalls.

data and detennine potential MQ-9A system cold weather * FY09 Recommendation.
operations issues 1. The Air Force should complete the recommendations in the
MQ-9A Operational Test and Evaluation report submitted to
Assessment Congress in March 2009, including:
« The MQ-9A continues to lack an all-weather Hunter-Killer = Conduct a formal FOT&E on the 14 deferred Increment 1

capability due to its SAR control system integration. The
SAR is the only onboard sensor with the ability to locate

and track targets through clouds and provide the all weather
Hunter-Killer capability. However, functional control of

the SAR is not yet integrated into the senor operator station
requiring a third operator in the Ground Control Station
(GCS) controlling the radar. In addition, the SAR cannot yet
generate target coordinates with sufficient accuracy for IDAM
targeting, which is the only precision guided weapon that can
be deployed in all weather conditions.

The MQ-9A demonstrated expanded combat capability with
the developmental testing of JDAM integration.

Because the M(3-9A system has not completed any 1A testing,
IA vulnerabilities and deficiencies are unknown.

Based on the observed system integration deficiencies and
technical immaturity of the SAR during IOT&E, the M(-9A
system will require FOT&E to fully assess the hunter role

and Net-Ready Key Performance Parameters (KPP) and
characterize its effectiveness.

Recommendations

Status of Previous Recomunendations. The Air Force did not
address the two FY (8 recommendations:

228 MQ-9A

capabilities, SAR radar integration, and weapon's
upgrades.

= Ensure the integration of the SAR into the GCS
allowing effective aircrew use in its intended concept of
operations.

* Implement pilot interfaces to minimize the risk of
mishaps in the landing environment.

= Verify the correction of deficiencies identified as
Category | discrepancy reports.

= Reevaluate and consider a more realistic Mean Time
Between Critical Failure metric commensurate with
similar weapons systems.

* Conduct operational testing in other than desert-like
climates to include maritime, cold weather, and chemical/
biological agent conditions.

* Complete successful Joint Interoperability Test
Command certification satisfying the Net Ready KPP



