
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
DIRECTORATE FOR FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND SECURITY REVIEW 

1 1 55 DEFENSE PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1155 

·Ms. Christine Spolar 
CBS News 
555 W. 57th St. - 8th Floor 
New York, New York 10019 · 

Dear Ms. Spolar: 

Ref: 00-F-0357 

~j f£t 2auo 

This is in response to your November 10, 1999, Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) request, which was received in this 
Directorate on November 12, 1999. 

Mr. Robert L. Jones, Deputy Assistant ·secretary of Defense 
for Prisoner of War/Missing Personnel Affairs (DPMO) , an Initial 
Denial Authority, has provided the enclosed redacted documents as 
responsive to your request. He has denied some of the redacted 
information because it is currently and properly classified in 
accordance with Section 1.5(b), (c) and (d) bf Exectitive Order 
12958. The denied portions concern foreign government 
information; intelligence activities, sources and methods; and 
foreign relations of the United States, including confidential 
sources. Other information has been denied pursuant to 50 USC 
402 Note Section 6, for the protection of the National Security 
Agency functions and information and 50 USC 403(g) Section~ of 

.the CIA Act of 1949 for the protection of CIA functions and 
information, each determined to be a valid exemption three 
statute as a result of litigation. Some information has been 
withheld because its release would result in a clearly 
unwarranted invasion of personal privacy and would rekindle 
anguish ·and grief on the part of family members of Lieutenant 
Commander Speicher. 

Accordingly, the redacted information within the enclosed 
documents is withheld pursuant to 5 USC.552(b) (1), (b) (3), and 
(b) (6). 

Mr. Jones has denied approximately 470 pages in their 
~ntirety, because they are currently and properly classified in 
accordance with Section 1.5(b), (c) and (d) of Executive Order 
12958. The denied information concerns foreign government 
information; intelligence activities, sources and methods; and 
foreign relations of the United States, including confidential 
sources. Additionally, letters to and from the ·widow of 
Lieutenant Commander Speicher and her attorneys have been denied 
in their entirety because their disclosure would result in .a 
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clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy of an 
individual. 
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Portions of the documents withheld in their entirety are 
also exempt from release in accordance with 10 USC 424, 
concerning the protection of organizational and personnel 
information for the Defense Intelligence Agency, the National 
Reconnaissan6e Office, and the National Imageri and Mapping 
Office. Otber portions are dehied pursuant to 50 USC 402 Note 
Section 6, for the protection of the National Security Agency 
functions and information; 50 USC 403-3(c) (6) National Security 
Act of 1947, Subsection 102(d) (3), as amended, for the protection 
of intelligence sources and methods of the Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA); and 50 USC 403(g) Section 6 of the CIA Act of 1949 
for the protection of CIA functions and information, each 
determined to be a valid exemption three statute as a result of 
litigation. 

Accordingly, the information denied in its entirety has been 
withheld pursuant to 5 USC 552(b) (1) and (b) (6). Portions of 
these documents have also been withheld pursuant to 5 USC 552 
(b) (3). 

You may appeal Mr. Jones' decision to deny the information 
by offering· justification to support reversal of the initial· 
denial. Any such appeal should be postmarked within 60 calendar 
days of the date above to the Directorate for Freedom of 
Information and Security Review, Room 2C757, 1155 Defense 
Pentagon, Washington, DC 20301-1155. The envelope and the letter 
should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Appeal" or 
"Information Appeal." Please cite the FOIA number assigned to 
your request. 

There are no assessaple fees for this response. 

Sincerely, 

ffP:{I/i: 
Director 

Enclosures: 
As stated 
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NEW REVELATIONS ABOUT 
MISSING PILOT 
First Casualty of Gulf V.Jar May Have Survived Crash 

Aug. 2, 1999 

By Tami Sheheri 

WASHINGTON (APBNews.com)- The 
U.S. Navy pilot whose mysterious 1991 
disappearance as the first casualty of the 
Persian Gulf War sparked a controversy 
in Congress and the Pentagon may have 
survived his plane crash in Iraq, 
according to a Pentagon document 
obtained by APBNews.com. 

The new revelation comes in a memo 
about Lt. Cmdr. Michael S. Speicher 
authored by an assistant secretary of F-18 jet. fighter 
defense. The memo provides prev:ously 
unpublished information about Speicher's condition immediately after 
the crash, as well as about actions that may have been taken by the 
Iraqis to alter evidence at the crash site. 

Speicher, whose F-18 c-rashed in 
western Iraq during the opening phase 
of the war, became a cause for 
M INPOW advocates after secret 
documents obtained from the Pentagon 
by The New York Times in 1998 
revealed that a U.S. spy satellite had 

Related Story: 

PILOT'S WIDOW SUES· 
DEFENSE 

CONTRAC10R 

detected a man-made symbol near the crash site. Speicher is the 
only U.S. casualty of that conflict whose remains have not been 
found. 

The Times reported that shortly after the plane disappeared, some 
military officials believed Speicher may have survived the crash and 
that the government had a moral obligation to-locate him. U.S. 
military authorities prepared to launch a secret mission to the site but 
abruptly canceled those plans. The full details of the affair have never 
been made public. 

Cut out of his flight suit 

The July 19, 1999, briefing memo by a 

CELEBRITIES 

jthoose --- ··~-a 

HISTORICAL FIGU~ES 
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The July 19, 1999, briefing memo by a ~: ·: .. 
deputy assistant secretary of defense 
reports for the first time that after the 
wreckage of Speicher's plane was 

. . 
>i -

located, the Pentagon determined that the 33-year-old pilot had been 
cut out of his flight suit. The memo said that the condition of the flight 
suit and related equipment indicated that Speicher "was probably 
severely injured or dead when these items were removed." 

At the same time, the memo notes that "the flight suit was lying on 
the surface with minimal evidence of weathering and minimal 
adherent soil" - conditions that suggest that the suit was placed 
there after having been stored somewhere else in Iraq. 

"This is a breakthrough, II said Dolores Alfond, national chairwoman of 
the National Alliance of Families for the Return of America's Missing 
Servicemen (NAFRAMS), an advocacy group for the return of 
missing servicemen. "Saddam Hussein could be holding a live POW. 
If they have the flight suit, he's got to have been in it." The Defense 
Department memo noted that the flight suit and life-support 
equipment may have been moved after the crash - suggesting that 
Iraqis may have tampered with the physical evidence at th~ crash 
site. 

Change in official status? 

Until this spring, Defense Department 
officials still insisted they did not know if 
there was enough evidence to change 
Speicher's official status from "killed in 
action" to "missing in action." 

In March, Sens. Bob Smith, R.:N.H., and 
Rod Grams, R-Minn., requested that 
Speicher's official status of killed in 
action, body not recovered (KIA-BNA) be 
changed to missing in action, which 
would reflect doubt as to whether he 
survived the crash. 

U.S. Navy 
F-18s launch off Navy 
carrier. 

According to published reports, the senators were informed March 12 
by the Defense Department's POW-Missing Personnel Office that 
"we don't know" if Speicher may have survived the crash, based on 
evidence available. 

Not Speicher's body 

After the war ended and in an act that further complicated the case, 
the Iraqis handed over remains they claimed belonged to Speicher, 
but DNA tests and blood typing proved that they were not his. 

At the time, Army Gen. John Shalikashvili rejected a plan for a covert 
operation into Iraq to search for information concerning the crash and 
Speicher. Reports say he decided the special operation was too 
dangerous to put other soldiers at risk for a 3-year-old crash. Instead, 
a Pentagon/Red Cross team arranged a search effort with Hussein's 
permission, but by the time they arrived, the site had been 
excavated. 

Tami Sheheri is an APBNews.com staff writer (tami.sheheri@apbnews.com). 
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0Ff:ICE OF THE AsSISTANT SECRETARY OF" DEFENSE 

--· .a;u .. ,.,.....,... .. 

. 2400 OUE:NS£ PafTAGON 
WA5Ht.NGTON, DC 2030 I ·2400 

rl9 JUL ~ 
ln re.?lY refer to: 

The Defense Prisoner of WBr~ilssing Pcsonnd Office (DPt-.·10) seeks to improve 
rc...,ponsrvc:ness to the families and their organizat..icn..<;. Th.::!t is why I rcqt1estcd your 
question.'! in advance of the Annu~l Govtrr.mcnl Bricfmgs on current accounting 
in itiati vcs. l h3d hoped to provide you specifics at the June 19 moctiog. Untortun::.tely, 
due to the complexity of lhe questions and my dcs1re to ~s~c ~curacy, I granted my 
sfaiT ad.ditiooal time to formulate comprch<:n..~"-e an.wr-crs for your mcrn~rs. 

Aunched you \\'iH tind answers to your q~i<ms. PlC3SC do not hesitate to call my 
offitt to sed: addi.tional clarification on the metcrial I have provid<.xt you . 

Atla.chmcots; 
As !>'Utc:u 

•.. me> 

1 s:;ist::..'lt Scrrct!U')' of Defense 
\'-;:~} ,·/Mi!i.-;ing Pcr;.;;~r.:1cl /,f::li.r:.;) 

last>> next > 
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continue to ~uire funher eft"ott. To rD0\"1) this process Bloa~ a nnmber of initiath·es 
Y.'Cl'C discussed with C:i=d1 officials. 

Ch•C!' the COUt$C of the 1G$t: year -."ld a half; JCSD paso:mc1 haw boen gi\'en attc.s$ to •.U 
HungBriaa atclllves requested Thus far. ~have te\~'C<i mchivcd documents oftllc 
Hungarian Wo..-trers Pany md HungariaQ Soclali5t Worlccrs Party, as w~n as some oftbe 
most sensitive documents of the Mintstty o{ Foreign Affairs end dte Ministry ofOtfensc 
for the entire Cold V.'#t pctiod. Go~ment officials have uuh·ersaUy iafonned us~ 
nlMy dQc:~ were ei~ tdcen to d\Q Soviet Union after the flungariM lJprising tn. 
19 56 Qr t!~y~ during the fiill. of tba Communist regime in 1989. 

Question 3: A bric.fmg on the POW/ll.iiA missiag from the Gulf War L-,cJudins an updtUc 
on the Spi«:hc;:r ca.5e. 

USAF AC-130 Qyer W~tc:r l.Qss 10 KJ.A/BNR 

USN f/A-18 t KlA/BNR. 

USN F/fv.l8 1 Kl;\/llNR 

Spdchcr, Mkhacl S., LCOR. USN F-18 t7Jan9i KJA-Bl\!J~ 

On 17 January 1991, LCDR Spcich('t \'-LiS shot d0\\'21 O\'et lr~ wr..ilc r~y!r.g a suppression 
of tncrt~y air d~fe~~~ {SEAD} nilisiotl west ofD~ddd.. At 0352 h{)urs. e.nuthct pilot 
opcrn:..ing in the \'idnity ofLCDR Sp:ichcT·s lot.s laCAiion reported obkn·il1g an 
t:xplosion he: described as an aircraft being hir tJy 1m s..ir-to...air missile:. H~ esti~-ilOO. 1bt 
po:,itim~ Ll!ld altitude ns 33(,'<JN 04220£ a."Jd 2-t,OOO fC:eL ~~cporting indicates ::t MKi-25. 
?OXBAT ectivc in :he urea at th~ tim:: ofthls i:;cid'-"Tlt. ~o radio culls or bc..t>crs were, 
hc.:uc! and no slgruili v..-ae obs~·ed. · 

Cpon com.pktioo of the strike g.-oop's m~ion, search and rt-:scuc (SAR) forces W('re 

alt!rted Md possible djven e.irflelds were c.on£acted '\\ottll negative results. LCDR 
Spcichcr·s crash ~itc Vr'tU not Ioca1cd prior lo t.crminntion of Orcration D..--scrt S:omJ. 
C pon tc::miffiltiop of comboit operations in Iraq! the GD,·crrun~nt o£ Iraq rrtu.."D.cd ren1ains 
rurportcdly ~ed \Yifu LCDR Speicher to U.S. Government control. Thc:!e remains 
were later deterrnil'\oed rret to rorrclate to LCDR Spelche1 through blood typing_ and DNA 
:w:1tysis. Following "-'P orL a lead obtained through inteUigcr...cc sources, L.CDR 
Speicher's cm~h site was 1oca1cd in April 1994. An ICRC t~ttm cJCcavotcd this cnls.h site 
:tt 330114N 0421528U in December 19Y5. 

< prev << first last>> next > 
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During lhe excavation, wttckagc. assoclatcd with LCDR Speicher's aircraft ~ras 
discovered. The team noted a. large backfill pile ~· in the area where the cockpit 
would have b«n located, Jndialfing a previous uniJlUer.ll excavation. In :&dditioo, the 
teem discovered a U.S.. NOMEXtligbl Jttitspproximately 3.S ldloJrlctcrs northeast of the . 
COtSh sjt¢, Th<: flight $Wt wu lying on Che 5\ld'QQe· with. minimal evidence of ~thering 
nnd minim~. ad~ent soil The; teem also daoo\·t::R:d pilot li.k ~pro equipment and a 
20mm shell upproxim11tcl)' 1 kilometet t:il.9t of the flighl suit. 1lac condiliun of flight $Uit 
and pilot rdll1.~ mat~rial~ ~method in. which they were fuund, l!lld the prcs.roce ofth.c 
20mrn shell. inc,lj~¢ ~l·ll~ it.c;ms. m,$.)" I1Qt Mve m¢tu),\Qd whc:n: they were ~...-cr.cd. 

Material analysis of the, aircraft wrcckasc indicates a· catastrophic event occurred in the 
f onvatd prut of the ::t.ircntft: result.i.tig: in. a: power loss and a short dure.tioo fire. Indications 
are thut LCDR Speicher ~jeu.i~ the cas~Qpy. possibly dtlri~ the ej~rion 
S'.}Qu.e:lCe. An..\JysJs of the. lHght swt and life supj,ort equipment indicates these items 
were cut off the pilot The condition o(the flight suit and life support equipment 
s~'ggeru cUe. pilot was probably sevc:cely injured or dead \lrhcn these ik.-ms were removed. 

Question 4: An upda!e on the ~road: inlhc dedassificalion ofdocumc:rit.ati<1n 
rds.ting to POW/M(As from WW II, the Korean Wm:, 1hc Cold War aod Viccnam \Var. 
How many documents still rem:.in classified from the diff<lrent Wars: in each Agcncyn 

a. CIA b. OJA c. NSA d. NSC e. NRO f. CIO 
g. Am\~' inielligenc.e h.AirFOI"CC JmcUigenc:c: i. Navy lntdligence 
j. Oe~nmeot of S~te k. White H®sc 

ANSWER: DPM.O w:Jtinue..<>lo m~c:w ford<X,:Iassification archh:af as ·wdl as 
contemporary documc::1ts pc:rla.irung to ~~ttd for person!!. 

FOf" almost a decade. sinoc 1991, ~tr;erruncntasendes have cMd:! a good fail't:! effort 
to !001tc and n:ka.~ POW/MIA documents. Tho~c JOCH[.:d h.:J..,.c! bo::n dc:chssiCied 
:>..~ rcl~cd. Wh.ik additions! coll~tion$ m~y ~ill be· ((lUoU we bclieye rr~~ of the 
nl:\jor collections luve been reYiewed. DPMO continue~ to scru-ch worldwide:. When 
we find records we copy them and add~ to the established colkc1iom. 

• \\'e. l11n·~ excelic:-.r cu.o;:~r~on \'lith rourr.~ ~dassiflcation teams throughout 
DoD and Executive brnnch departmc:nt.s. Virtually aU dQ<;UrDcnts- a~esscd have tlCtTI 
r~vie~ved for dcda.ssifte31ion and made public or are ~ntty be in~; systematically 
reviewed for multi-agency equities. the process may be slow, but it is consistent. and 
produce.!!, resutrs. 

World War II: A si~'l.ifica.nl c:ffon lo rctri~"C WWH rtt<mis is lL"lderwny in Eastern 
Europe. JCSD cU!'l"Cnt1y monitors Z1I1. NGO contmct with KART A in Polond and the 
Romania11 govcmmrnt has provided DPMO \'oith 80 pnges of Romanian c-.eroctecy 
5e.hem:uic.s., which indica1c::: burial plot locations of US nnd EJtglish !ie.rvice members. 
These de><."11mtnts are ttndet review. DPMO also lw access to a WWII dalab~sc 
compiled by the: American Battlefield Monwnc.nts Commission (AUMC) aftc:.r \WT. 

< prev <<first 
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Response to Query of Jan 8, 1999 
Florida Times Union 
Re Michael Speicher 

Ql. What is the Pentagon's position on what happened to him (Speicher)? Does DoD 
believe he died in the shootdown or that he survived and died sometime thereafter? 

Al. There is no evidence to demonstrate that Lieutenant Commander Speicher survived 
his loss incident or was ever captured or held as a POW. 

(questions regarding radios and ejection seat survivability should be answered by the 
Navy) 

Q. Does the Department of Defense believe that a failure of the Motorola 
AN/PRC-112 radio played· any role in LCDR Speicher's death? 

A. There is no evidence to indicate LCDR Speicher's radio played any role in his fate. 
_ (See also answer # 1) 

Vic: 

These answers have the coordination ofDPMO, including the Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of Defense for POW /Missing Personnel Affairs, Mr. Robert L. Jones. 

Please ensure Commander Laurie van Buskirk is aware. She is the point of contact in the 
Navy for this issue, and has been with us at every step of the way as this progressed. 

She is in the Office of the Asst Secretary of the Navy, Manpower and Reserve Affairs. 
Sorry I don't have her phone number. 

Larry 
602-1245 



Navy Asked To Change Pilot's Status 

. c The Associated Press 

By ROBERT BURNS 

WASHINGTON (AP}- ·Two senators asked NaVJ Secretary Richard Danzig on Friday to change the Pentagon's official 
.. finding of death" for a NaVJ pilot shot down in the opening hours of the 1991 Gulf War to "missing in action," reflecting 
e\1dence of doubt about whether he sur\1ved the crash. 

Lt. Cmdr. Michael Speicher of Jackson\111e, Fla., went missing when his NaVJ F-18 Hornet was shot down on Jan. 16, 1991, in 
an air-to-air battle with an Iraqi fighter jet. He was the first American lost in the war and the last still unaccounted for . 

.. We belie\e that the justification for the finding of death determination in May 1991 is no longer valid and conclusiw," Sens. 
Bob Smith, R-N.H., and Rod Grams, R-Minn., wrote in the letter to the NaVJ's top ci\1lian leader. 

Tne late Adm. Mike Boorda, then the chief of naval operations, appro\ed the official "finding of death" on May 22, 1991. That 
action changed his official status from missing in action to killed in action. 

In September 1998, following efforts by Smith and Grams to learn more about what the U.S. intelligence agencies knew of. 
Speicher' fate, the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence was gi\en a classified chronology of the intelligence agencies' 
acti\1ties on the matter. · 

"We strongly· believe that the information contained therein supports the request we are making of you with this letter," Smith 
and Grams told Danzig. They did not cite any specific e\1dence, which is classified secret. . 

., -
The senators said they were informed on March 12 by the Defense Department's POW-Missing Personnel Office that its 
position on whether the available e\1dence indicates Speicher perished in the crash of his plane is "we don't know." 

In .light of that, Speicher's status should be changed to missing in action- "a status that more--accurately reflects the 
available ev;dence and pro\1des a presumpti\e 'benefit of the doubt' to Lt. Cmdr. Speicher," the letter said . 

.. We owe nothing less to Lt. Cmdr. Speich~r and his family," the senators wrote. 

Capt. Craig Quigley, spokesman for Danzig, said Friday evening he was not sure whether Danzig had seen the letter yet but 
that the Navy chief would act as quickly as possible to address the senators' concerns. 

Smith and Grams have said before that Pentagon officials initially. told them there was no e\1dence to indicate that Speicher 
could ha\e sur\1ved the crash. Howe\er, in May 1994 - more than three years after Speicher went missing - Pentagon 
officials indicated in a secret memorandum that a U.S. spy satellite had photographed a "manmade symbol" at·the crash site 
earlier that year. Some military officers said they interpreted the symbol as a sign that the NaVJ pilot might ha\e sur\1wd the 
crash. · 

Speicher was the only American killed on Iraqi territory whose remains were not reco\ered. 

A plan was dev;sed in 1994 to conduct a cowrt operation into Iraq to search the crash site for clues to Speicher's fate, but it 
was scrapped in December 1994 by Army Gen. John Shalikash\11i, then the chairman of the Joint Chfefs of Staff. The general 
ruled that the risk of casualties was too high to ju.stify the secret mission. 

In 1995, U.S. crash site specialists from the Defense Department, working with the International Committee of the Red Cross, 
entered Iraq with President Saddam Hussein's permission. When they got to the crash site they found it had been excavated, 
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New Revelations about Missing Gulf War Pilot 

New Revelations about Missing Gulf War Pilot 

WASHINGTON (APBNews.com)- The US Navy pilot whose mysterious 1991 
disappearance as the first casualty of the Persian Gulf War sparked a 
controversy in 
Congress and the Pentagon, may have .survived his plane crash in Iraq. 

Lt. Cmdr. Michael S. Speicher, whose F-18 crashed in western Iraq, became a 
cause for MIA-POW advocates after secret documents obtained from the Pentagon 
in 1998 revealed that a US spy satellite detected a man-made symbol near the 
crash site. Speicher is the only US casualty of that conflict whose remains 
have not been found. 

The New York Times reported that some military officials believed Speicher 
may have survived the crash and that the government had a moral obligation to 
locate him. US military authorities prepared to launch a secret mission to 
the site but abruptly canceled those plans. The full details of the affair 
have never been made public. 

But in a July 19 briefing memo to the National Alliance of Families for the 
Return of America's Missing Servicemen (NAFRAMS), a deputy assistant 
secretary of defense confirmed that after the wreckage of Speicher's plane 
was located, the Pentagon determined that the 33-year-old pilot was cut out 
of his flight suit. The memo said that the condition of the flight suit and 
related equipment indicated that Speicher "was probably severely injured or 
dead when these items were removed." 

"This is a breakthrough," said Dolores AI fond, national chaiJWoman of 
NAFRAMS, an advocacy group for the return of missing servicemen. "Saddam 
Hussein could be holding a live POW. If they have the flight suit, he's got 
to have been in it." 

The Defense Department memo noted that the flight suit and life-support 
equipment may have been moved after the crash --suggesting that Iraqis may 
have tampered with the physical evidence at the crash site. 

Change in official status? 

Until this spring, Defense Department officials still insisted they did not 
know if there was enough evidence to change Speicher's official status from 
"killed in action" to "missing in action." 

In March, Sens. Bob Smith, R-NH, and Rod Grams, R-MN, requested that 
Speicher's official status of killed in action, body not recovered (KIA-BNA) 
be changed to missing in action, which would reflect doubt as to whether he 
survived the crash. 

According to published reports, the senators were informed March 12 by the 
Defense Department's POW-Missing Personnel Office that "we don't know" 
whether Speicher survived tile crash, based on evidence available. 

(j) 
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Not Speichers body 

After the war ended and in an act that further complicated the case, the 
Iraqis handed over remains they claimed belonged to Speicher, but DNA tests 
and blood 
typing proved that they were not his. 

At the time, Army Gen. John Shalikashvili rejected a plan for a covert 
operation into Iraq to search for information concerning the crash and 
Speicher. Reports say he 
decided the special operation was too dangerous to put other soldiers at risk 
for a 3-year-old crash. Instead, a Pentagon-Red Cross team arranged a search 
effort with Hussein's permission, but by the time they anived, the site had 

-been excavated. 
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Speicher 
• • Inquiry may 
go forward 

B)' John Fritz 
r,mcs-Union staff writer 

After a classified briefing by 
Pentagon officials yesterday, 
U.S. Sen. Bob Smith. R-N.H .. 
believes a Senate inquiry into 
the dow-ning of e Jacksonville­
based FA-18 pilot during the 
Gulf \V ar is still warranted. 
. Despite the 90-minute session, 
~ attended by fellow Sen. 
Rod Gro.ros, H..-Minn., Smith 
"!.';till has some concerru;," said 
fu.s 6pokeswoman, Lisa Ham­
Son. She ~aid the senator could 
not elaborate. 
:The Sena t.e Select Committee 
~n Io.telligence has agreed to 
ipvestigute the case of Navy Lt. 
Cmdr Michael Scott Speicher, 
whose remains never were 
found but who was dedared 
dead aft.cr the war. 

Smith and Grams requested 
the ir.qui.ry, S<Jying recent press 
accounts rnise "serious ques­
lion5 as to whether both of ll.9 

may h<!ve been misled by the 
aciministratio:1" 1n previous 
queries. 

The senators are intR.re~~ in 
what is known about the f c.te of 
Speicher, o. frgh!.-e:-bomb€r pilot 
from Cecil Field Naval Ai=- St...a­
tio:t and t.he nnly U.S. s~;vict.'­
man unaccoun!..cd for ir. I:-ea. 

in 8 letter to the chairma~ of 
the int.elligence committ.ee. Sen. 
Ric!-la:-d Shel!.Jy. R-Aia. !-~~~~ sen­
Ht..ors ~id thc::y. prc.,-io:Js~ y hod 
b-een told tht::rt: wos no e\~Gence 
t..fl ir:dic..ute S;:x7ichP:- r:~~t-.: !·,ave 
sur.·ivee. 

But r~en t. ·revJrl'.S 1-r. The 
·New York Times -:it.e Pen~on 

docUII:i.ent.s th~~ s.ay e spy !:i.atel­
litc "detected a ma!"1-maJe sym­
bol in the area of the ejtction· 
seat," ~he :::-en3.:0rs s.c.ia. 

The ne ..... -spaper also repcrted 
that some senior militarY offi­
cer.; thought Speicher -:'7\ight 
have SU!"ViVea. out a cover._ OP­

eration to s.e~ch the crash si~ 
wo..s scrubbed i.n 1994 by the 
theo-<hai.rman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Steff. retired Gen. 
J ohr. Sha...l i.k..asb vi.li. 

The pilot's w-idow, who h8!3 
since remarric~_ h .. a.s deciine<1 
interviews. Hi5 cousin, Bill 
Speiche:- o( J aci'...sc~ \.-i.J le, would 
like a more cornpler..e report. 



NEW YORK Til-fES 

Is. Search for Missing· 
Too Ri~ky for Soldiers? 

Dec. 14, 1997 Pg. IV-12 have been willing to volunteer for 
kashvili, then chairman of the Joint rhe mission. despite the possibility of 
Chiefs of Staff, not to allow a 1994 losing their own·lives. It has always 
secret mission to Iraq to bring back a been an unwritten code of the mili-
Navy pilot missing in the Persian tary thJt we do not leave our people 

To the Ediwr: Gulf war because it would be too behind. 
A Dec. 7 front-page <J.nicle repons risky. H tho:;e who serve our coumry 

the decision by Gen. John M. Shali- Special-operations soldiers would c<Hmot feel that all efforts will be 
~------------------------~--------------~----~--------------------------- made to extricate them, if neces-

sary, from enemy territory, our best 
service people will leave. 

Some of today's military leaders 
appear too timid to uphold thi~ basic. 
doctrine. The civilian leaders who 
certify such decisions are equally at 
fault. As graduates of the service 
academies, we recall an old saying 
in the military: Loyalty down breeds 
loyalty up. Some of our leaders don't 
seem to understand the meaning of 
that. JOHN F. FLANAGAN 

ERIC D. ROSEN 

New York. Dec. ! l. 1997 
The writers are-. respectively, a re­
tired Air Forc"e Reserve brigadier 
general and a former Navy tieuten­
C.!lC. 



I ~~:~~:: :~~~:.t ~lik~s~i~ ~ :~::~$ 
1

; ~:~-~~~ dilio~:~~ ~ca~:.~ ~~ :e lrnqis. 
head of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in 1993, U.S. Anny Rangers Speicher's remains have never been recovered. 
were pinned down in the streets of Mogadishl!. Eighteen were Sh3.1ikashvili, who recently rf!tircd tG a home io Sttiiacoom, 
killed and 75 were wounded because they refused to abandon the -has come under attack for his decision. Some of the critics be-
body of a dead helicopter pilot. lieve the dangers involved in trying to recover Speicher's bqdy 

It was an extraordir.ary display of courage. But .many no:1- fro:n hostile territory were low enough to justify the operation.· 
Rangers asked themselves ifthe recovery of one dead American Others believe the operation should have been undertaken regard-
was worth the creation of 18 more dead Americans. The Rangers less of the danger. 
and the Marines are steeped in a stem military tradition of never, Bear in mind, though, that it was also on Shalikashvili's watch 
ever abandoning a fallen comrade - even if it"means risking or that the military took great risks to rescue Capt. Scott O'Grady 
sacrificing more lives. That is a bedrock value of these elite units. after the Air Force pilot was shot down over Serb-held territory in 
But should it be the policy of the entire U.S. military? Bosnia in 1995. Those risks were fully justified by the prospect of 

The questiof1 came up again, soon after the debacle at Moga- keeping O'Grady out of the hands .of brutal thugs. But risks were 
dishu, when an Arab hunting party reported finding the wreckage not take·n on behalf of. another pilot who was almost certainly 
of a Navy warplane about I 00 miles southwest of Baghdad. It had long since deceased. From this comer, the logic appears sound: 
been flown by Lt. Cmdr. tv1ichael Speicher, who had been listed Rangers and Marines aside, the military's responsibility to its 
as killed in action nearly three years earlier after being shot down dead does not override its responsibility to the living. 
over Iraq in the-first hours of the Persian Gulf \Var. The Pentagon 
began rnaking plans to enter Iraq covertly and sift through the 
crash site for Speicher's remains. 

But Shalikashvili rcponedly vetoed this operation, saying, "I 
do not want to have to wri~e the parents and tell them their son or 
daughter died looking for old bones." By the time a Pentagon 
team was able to cx~;ninc the site - with Iraq's permission - the 
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Senate to Review Fate of Gulf 
·War Pilot Do\vned Over Iraq 
By TIM \VEINER 

WASHINGTON .... /\i ilL: 
1 request of l\\'0 senator::; wh;• ~<' 

the Pentagon may hav~ rniskd 
them, the Senate Select Com­
mittee on Intelli£encc '''ill in­
quire into the fate of the only 
Persian Gulf war pilot "·ho 
remains unaccounted for. intel­
li£ence committee stZlff mem­
b~rs said on Thursdav. 

The senatOrs. Rod Gra111s of 
Minnesota and Robert C. Smith 

·of New Harnpshir~. both Re­
publicans. asked the curnmiit~c 
to look into what U.S. intciir­
£ence serv1ces know ;ll)out tile 
disappcar<Jnce of i'::!,·v Lt. 

I 
Speicher. In a second letter. 
ssekir.g a cl:lrific:llion )·,~ J5L(~j 
if "any symbols \\'Cre found in 
the area" where Spcrchcr'::; 
plane crashed. Dc"'·ncd pi lots 
are taught to make a speci fie 
symbol seeking assistance from 
rescuers -- or any kind of svm­
bol that can be -read from.· the 
sky as a cry for help. 

Penta~on officials wrote 
back to the ~senator savin!! that 
their investi~ation ha-d !\.lund 
"no symbols~ thJt corrc I :He to 
civilian or militJry di::.rr~ss 
symbols or e\'asion cocks .... 

Crndr. Michael Scott Speicher, 
the first American to fall in the 
gulf war. .. 

Listed as rnissin£ in action 
after his plane crashed, the pilot 
was never heard from again. He 
was soon listed as "killed in 
action -- body not recovered." 
But Penta2on officials told The 
New York~Times last week that 
they do not know whether he 
could have ejected and sur­
vived. 

In a letter to the chairman of 
the intelli2ence committee, Sen. 
RicbJrd ~Shelby, R-AJa., the 
senators s.:1id they "may have 
been misled" by Pentagon offi-

. cials who had previously told 

But in a secret memorandum 
d;.,ted M<ly i I, I 994. more th<.:n 
three years after the plane went 
down, Pentagon officials noted 
that a U.S. spy satellite had 
photographed "a man-made 
symbol" at the crash site earlier 
that year. Although it was not 
the distress symbol Speicher 
had been trained to make, some 
military officers said they inter­
preted it as a sign that he might 
have survived. 

The intelligence committee's 
111quiry will probably be limited 
to a review of U.S. intellinence . e 

them "that there was no evi­
dence which indicated Com­
mander Speicher (pronounced 
spikcr) may h:1\'e survived." 

In an intervie\1.·, Smith -­
who has a lon£standin~ interest 
in American soldiers ti~ought to 
be prisoners of war or missing 
in action -- said th<1t he had 
been asking Dcfe!lSc D~part­
ment officiJls Jbout Speicher 
for two vears. 

In 1995, he said. he w:1s told 
unofficiJlly "th:ll there was 
intelligence thZlt indicned that 
Speicher may have ejected" 
from his F-1 8 fi2hter jet before 
it crashed in we~stern. Iraq dur­
in£ the first hours of the war. 

·· Smith said he received J 

classified Penta~on briefin!! 
about Speicher~ 1n J:~nuar)' 
1996. He S~licl he CJ!lle awav 
from the briefin<: beli-::,·in~ that 
there was no cl1:mce Sp;icher 
could h:1ve ejected. tiLl! the 

tiles on the case. It would not 
r~-exarn.ine !he que-:tic_"r~ of why 
the Pentagon rejected a secret 
plan to search the crash site 
thrt::e years ago. intelligence 
committee staff members indi­
cated. They said that the issue 
was best left for the committees 
overseein£ the armed services. 

Spei'Cher went down in a 
dogfight with Iraqi jets, the 
only such incident of the gulf 
war. The incident raised several 
other disquieting issues. 

Though NJ.vy officials say 

Pentagon had never pbnncd a 
covert ope;·ation to search the 
crash site, and that there was no 
evidence that the pilot could 
have sent. a distress si £nal to 
rescuers after his cr2sh. ~ 

But according to Pentagon 
documents and Penta~on offi­
cials i.nterviev .. 'ed b~-~ week.. 
there '"'as :1 chanc,.: th:1t. 
Speich~r could have cjcc1cd 
and survived: there w:ts ;t .pL1n -
- never executed -- to launch :1 

covert mission to search the 
crash site: and there was some 
kind of "man-made symbol" at 
the crash site. which \vas de­
tected by a Pentagon spy sat­
ellite in 1994. 

"Apparently I was miskd." 
Smith said on Thursday. 

Grams, prompted hy mem­
bers of a Minnesota prisoners­
of-war and missin~-1n-:JCtton 
advocacy group, ~~rote the 
Pentagon twice this yeJr ahnul 

they lnay never know precisely 
what happened to his plane. ~~ 

. fellow Navy pilot detected the 
Iraqi MIG-25 that Navy offi­
cials say might have later hit 
Speicher's plane with an air-to­
air missile. But the pilot was 
not allowed to fire on the Iraqi 
jet without clearance from an 
Air Force A WACS radar plane. 
The A WACS -- which stands 
for airborne warning-and­
control system -- could not 
identify the Iraqi j'et as the en­
emy. Minutes later, Speicher·s 
plane explodeg. 
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Senate Inquiry 
On Fate of Pilot 
Lost Over Iraq 

By TIM WEINER 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 11 - At the 
request of two Senators who say the 
Pentagon may have misled them, the 
Senate Select. Committee on Intelli­
gence will inquire into the fate of the 
only Persian Gulf war pilot who re­
mains unaccounted for, committee 
staff members said today. . . 

The Senators, Rod. Grams of Min­
nesota and Robert C. Smith of New 
Hampshire, both Republicans, asked 
the committee to look into what the 
intelligence services know about the 
disappearance of Navy Lieut. Cmdr. 
Michael Scott Speicher, the first 
American to fall in the gulf war. 

Listed as missing in action after 
his plane crashed, the pilot was nev­
er heard from again, He was soon 
listed as "killed in action - body not 
recovered." But Pentagon officials 
told The New York Times last week 
that they do not know whether he 
could have ejected and survived. 

In a letter to the chairman of the 
intelligence committee, Sen. Richard 
C. Shelby, Republican of Alabama, 
the Senators said they "may have 
been misled" by Pentagon officials 
who previously told them "that there 
was no evidence which indicated 
Commander Speicher may have sur­
vived." 

In an interview, Senator Smith 
said that for two years he. had been 
asking Defense Department officials 
about Commander Speicher (pro­
nounced spiker). 

In 1995, he said, he was told unoffi­
cially "that there was intelligence 
that indicated that Speicher may · 
have ejected" from his F-18 fighter ·.­
jet before it crashed in western Iraq 
during the first hours of the war. 

Senator Smith said he received a 
classified Pentagon briefing in Janu-: 
ary 1996 and came away believing 
there was no chance Commander 
Speicher could have ejected. 

But according to Pentagon docu­
ments and Pentagon officials inter­
viewed last week, there was a chance 
that Commander Speicher could 
have ejected and survived; there 
was a plan - never executed - to 
launch a covert mission to search the 
crash site; and there was some kind 
of "man-made symboi"·at the crash 
site, which was detected by a Penta­
gon spy satellite ln 1994 ... 

"Apparently I was misled," Sena-
tor Smith said today. · · · 

A 10 NE 
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~~CTION: EDITORIAL; Pg. A22; EDITORIALS 

~~NGTH: 346 words 

~~ADLINE: U.S. Pilot Abandoned in Iraq 

30DY: 
NEARLY SEVEN years after Navy pilot Lieutenant Commander Michael Speicher 

:anished in Iraq during the first hours of the Persian Gulf War, the U.S. 
:o·Jernment still doesn't know if he is dead, alive or even a prisoner of Saddarn 
:ussein. 

The Pentagon's shamefully long-delayed and timid efforts to find Speicher 
:~~e reported last Sunday in the New York Times. According tc the Times, some 
=enior military officers believe the 33-year-old Speicher may have ejected 
:~om his F-18 and survived, but a secret mission to retrieve evidence from the 
-~ash site years later ~~s scrubbed because top Pentagon officials were afraid 
- try. 

Lase week re~ired General John M. Shalikashvili, former chairman of the Joint 
~iefs of Staff, explained the decision not to send specially trained troops to 
~e crash site in 199~. ~hree years after the crash. ''There was no overwhelming 
eed to put our soldiers at risk to covertly search a three-year-old crash 

She:::..:..~:ashvi}.i 's corK•.=:.·:·i for the safety of the troops is laudable. But the 
~3~-k~eed decis~~ not ~0 go into a defeated Iraq in search of the downed pilot 
~~il four years after [~e last shots were fired reflected an unseemly 
.:..~orousness 2mo~g the top brass that could chill other soldiers, sailors, 
:iers and Marines sent in harm's way. 

There is a long and honorable American military code that requires commanders 
~ take every reasonable risk to recover fallen comrades from the battlefield. 
~t officers were ignored who insisted they had a moral obligation to go after 
Speicher, whether he was dead or alive. 

h'hen an P~rne r cc: n tea:-;·. finally went into Iraq in December 1995, ~- Hi th 
=.-::::dam'::: permi .. .s.s ·.Jn -- ;:.i:r:: crash site had been scavenged. 
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SECTION: NEWS; Page AlB 

LENGTH: 625 words 

HEADLINE: WORLD/NATION BRIEFS 

BY~INE: COMPILED FROM NEWS DISPATCHES 

BODY: 
No Search for Gulf War Pilot 

The nation's highest ranking military offic~r ~:rappe: ~ cove:~ ope~a~io~ 
:.::to Iraq to s-=arch for a Navy pilot ~-:ho crashe< :::-":irtg :::.-:: ?e::-=::.:::.1 Gulf :·:c.:, 
sc.ying the mission ~,o;asn' t worth the risk, The Ne·.: ·:·ark T.:>.-::.s rs~ :.:ted yes:.erce:~·. 

Some senior officials said they had a mora 1 c;;; ~ iga t io:. :o b: .:_ ::·;; Lt. C:::c:. 
!·:ichael Speicher back dead or alive, and some -~:-...)ught :~.-:: 33-·,.-::c:r-old F-18 

!-' i l o t rn i. g h t have sur vi v e d . He h' a s the f i :·.::; ;: i\m · ·_ :--: · · c. • ·. 

·:r·,:.:; o:·:Ly o::•::: ·.-:::o::;c~ fate remi1iils unknoi·;:·,. 

S;)•2cie:l.-o~e::ations soldiers had planned a s•::'·::···~ :iii.::;s.:..::. to .s.:-::;: . ...r tr1e si;:.e 
:or clues. !-.:--,d although some said the chancc:s ,:;~: ::··_:,.:cess .-:-::::e !-,~-;:·,, Pentc::gor: 
~eaders balked, fearing the risks outweighed t!1c :~~~rds, :~e ne~spaper said. 

In 199'1, Gen. John Shalikashvili, chairman oi ::.::e Joi:-::: ::!1ief.s of Staff, 
.)pted against the proposed secret mission, the n~~spaper 5aid. Although a final 
decision was made in 1995 by Secretary of Defense William ?srry, the military 
:J?tion \vas effectively killed when Shalikashvili :·sjectec ~: in I::·<2cember, 1994. 
"There was no overwhelming need to put our soldiers at ri~:-: to c·::.vertly search a 
~-year-old crash site," Shalikashvili, now retire~, said ~~ a statement to the 
:1eh'Spaper. 
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3ECTION: Natiorial; Pg. AS 

.ENGTH: 378 words 

iEADLINE: Gen. Shalikashvili rejected pilot hunt 

3YLINE: The Associated Press 

BODY: 
NEW YORK -- The nation's highest-ranking military officer scrapped a covert 

lperation into Iraq to search for a Navy pilot who crashed during the war, 
:ayjng the mission wasn't wo~th the risk, The New York Times reported Sunday. 

Some senior officials said they had a moral obligation to bring Lt. Cmd:. 
~ichael Speicher back dead or alive, and some thought the 33-year-old F-18 
·ilot might have survived. He \"as the first h..rnerican lost in the 1991 Persian 
ulf Har and the only one whose fate remains unknown. 

Sp·2C ia 1-oper at ions soldiers planned a secret mi·ss ion to search the sits for 
lues. And althouah some said the chances of success were high, Pentagon lsaders 
alked, fearing t~e risk~ outweighed the rewards, the newspaper sa~d. 

In 1994, Gen. John Shalikashvili, chairmar. of th~ Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
·::ec.i a<;.:dnst the proposed secret missior1, t::"'= nel·is;:;,aper sc.ic. 

/'.l~.~~0ugh a fi;;.::l ciecision was maci~ i:: 19S:. :)v Sscretar-: ~= Defer1se vlillic:.m 
·.-::::ry, thr:: military option was effectively }::.ll~d · .. ::~'2n Sh~::.i~:ashvili · rejecc.ed it 
:, December 199'i. 

"Thr::re Has no oven.•helming need to put ot.:r soldi'C::rs at risk to covertly 
~arch a 3-year-old crash site," Shalikashvili, no~ retired, said in a statement 
~) the newspaper on Friday. "To send America's sons and daughters into harm's 
3Y is the most serious recommendation a military leader cc.n make. This is a. 
.::cred trust." 

But other'officers said the responsibility to look for c. fallen comrad~ 
.1 twei.ghed th12 r.isk of casual ties. 

"Thr.:: vJarriors believed they had a responsibility," said S.L.an Arthur, ·a 
:- c. i r c ·::i fo u r - s t ,:; !: a d!-TI i r a l who 1 e d a ll i e c n a v c.l f o r c ·= .: c u r l :.-.-;: t he G u l f W a r . 
·ol! .lc~.;c onr.: oi you!:" OI·.'I!, you go back and ·f:.:-:.::: hi!~ .. " 

.. yo:::.::;· <JfU:.l: Si:.'llikash·,,ili's decisic::, 2 :::---:~::.2<"!-::·. '(''t-:;:~ ·.·.:~·~:~ng \·:ith.the :),~,:_; 

·.::~~; '·:ni::.::~Ed l::.:::q \·lith S.:.:ddam Husseir:'s pe::~.:.·::::oion. \-ill'2n ::-.'2'/ got there, :~ey 

;und that the site had already been e:-:ca.vat12d -- IT.csL. likel:_.-' by Iraqi officers 
while the Penragon searched for the safes: ::oute :o the site. 

Searchers still do not know if he bailed ouL. of his pla.~e successfully or if 
could have survived the crash. 

He is classified as killed in action, body unrecc~ered. Speicher was the 
.J.y American killed on Iraqi territory whose remai::s were ::ot recovered . 

. NGUAGE: ENGLISH 

'AD-DATE: Dece~er 9, 1997 
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Missing pilot's 
cousin wants 
full accounting 

BJ John Fria. 
TI~niOn staff Wl'iter 

If there were a. c:bnnce_..Mi­
chMl Scott Speicller mrviwrl 
the._downizlg of hig Jsci:son~ 
based N tn'f je: O"'er Iraq, the 
m.ilit:o.ly had an. obligati<Jn ·to go 
~ him7 a rel..a.tive said· ye£-­
terday after· a. report the Penta~ 
gon ~a covert~ 

UJt wouldn:t 
ro:rpris~ me i::t 
the 1 cru;t to 
lmow our gov-

. errune.ot decided 
be was poGSibzy 
alive hut didn't 
want to risk nny 

~.-.-x---. more people or 
Spclcm,r risk an incident 

M?er one person." said the pi­
lot's cousin.. Bill Spe~ of 
JacksOnville. · · 

The New York 'I'ime.s reported 
Sunday t.lmt the n.atioa•s high· 
est.-ranking · m.ilitsry officer 
scrubbed a. rovcrt operation to 
seo.rch for Lt. Cmdr. Speicher 
after the Pent.sgo!:l l8arned 
where his FA-18 f:igb~r-borober 
crashed.. 

<'ThC!"(; was no ovcrwhel.ro.i!:l.g 
need to put our soldieto at risk 
to covertly eesrch · a 3--yea.l."-old 
crash site,"• retired Gen. John. 
Shslj~w-sbvili. the foi."'nel" chair­
man of· the Joint Chiefs of 
Stafr. told the Times. · 

But some ~or officers said 
they bad a moral ob~ation to 
find Spei.cber, dead OJ:' alive, 
and nome ti:lought he t:night. 
h.a.ve survived. the paper report­
ed. 

Speicher, wbr.l w-as baaed m 
Cecil Field N(lvru Air s~ 
officially i_, listed a.s tilled in 
action- He is the- only U.S. ser­
vice:man loot in Iraq whose re­
m.Uas have not bceD rerovercci 

I.m;tead of the covert military 
operation. a Pentagon team 
workmg with the Red Cr066 
lllld with Iraq's cooperation 
searched the site in December 
1995. The &i:te. h~. had 
been ett::a~ by the time 
they got there.. 

--rr there wss any ~ be 
was alive. I ~ the .Amcr.kan 
m.ilr.ary owed tb.td to him." Bill 
Speicher said of a fnll mllit:3ry 
8eat'Ch. Td like to ba-re a more 
complete re:f'Ort of whn.t the 
Nuvy k:nO'W3 ar ~"t know."'· 

Dill. Speicher ~ the p~s 
only relative in Ja..c:ksonville. 
His mothtt ~d father both are 
dead; his widaw is ~00. 
~ hss not commented on the 
tdtwui<m. 
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Defense POW /Missing Personnel Office 

Subject: Gulf War Cases with the Status Killed in Action/Body Not Recovered (KIAIBNR) 

From the moment that President Bush committed U.S. forces to Operation "Desert 
Storm", the Joint Force Commander established a smooth functioning Joint Search and Rescue 

·Center, which directly contributed to there being no unaccounted for service personnel from this 
conflict. . This significant accomplishment proved the importance of specially trained units, 
dedicated to conduct rescue operations. There are, however, 13 individuals, lost in four 
incidents, whose final status is listed as KIA/BNR. Three of these cases involve oveiwater losses 
where a significant search and rescue effort was expended. The final result of these rescue 
efforts was a determination that it is not possible to recover the remains. The DPMO continues 
to investigate and pursue every avenue toward possible rep~triation of remains involving the 
overland case. 

The purpose of this paper is to provide the· status of each case from the Gulf War where 
individuals are declared KIA/BNR. The following is a brief synopsis of each case: 

1. Fourteen men were Killed in Action when a USAF AC-130 crashed in the Persian Gulf, off 
the Saudi/Kuwaiti Coast, on 31 January 1991. 
Extensive SAR efforts at the time failed to locate 
any \Vreckage or survivors. After the \Var, part of · 
the wreckage was located on the edge of the 
continental shelf and the re1nains of four crewn1an 
were recovered. Recovery efforts for the remaining 
10 cre\\members' remains were called off for 

safety reasons after the portion of the aircraft containing the remains went over the edge of 
the shelf and settled in water too deep to allow a safe recovery of the remains. Individuals 
listed as KIA/BNR are: 

Maj P.J. Weaver 
SMSGT P.G. Buege 
SSGT J. Oelschlager 
SSGT B.M. Clarke 

Capt A. Galvan 
MSGT J.B. May 
SSGT J. Blessinger . \ 

Published by the Defense Prisoner of War/Missing Personnel Office 
Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense/International Security Affairs 
Washington, DC 20301-2400 

1Lt T.C. Bland 
TSGT R.K. Hodges 
SSGT T.R. Harrison 
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2. LCDR B.T. Cooke and LT P.K. Connor's A-6 crashed in the waters off Kuwait City on 2 Feb 
1991. SAR forces found no evidence of survivors, only some aircraft wreckage floating on 
the surface of the water. LT Connor's remains eventually washed ashore and were recovered. 
LCDR Cooke's remains and the wreckage of the A-6 were never located. The Navy has 
declared him lost at sea, KIA-BNR. 

3. LT R.J. Dwyer's F/A-18 was returning from a combat mission when it crashed in the Persian 
Gulf on 5 February 1991. At the time of his loss, he was in allied controlled waters and . 
being tracked by Navy radar. An extensive search of the loss site failed to locate him or his 
remains. Hypoxia is suspected as to the cause of the mishap. The Navyhas declared LT 
Dwyer lost at sea, KIA-BNR. 

4. LCpR M.S. Speicher's F/A-18 aircraft was shot down, 17 January 1991, the first night ofthe 
Persian Gulf War. His crash site was located west of Baghdad in 1994. In December 1995, · 
the Department of Defense (DoD) dispatched investigators from the United States Army 
Central Identification Laboratory, Hawaii, and from the United States Navy to JQrdan to fonn 
the nucleus of an investigative team led by the International Committee of the Red Cross. 
The temn entered Iraq, with the permission of the Iraqi Government, located the crashsite, 
and thoroughly investigated the site. Based on evidence they recovered, the determination of 
KIA/BNR provides an accurate accounting status as determined by the individual Service 
Secretary. DPMO continues to work through the International Committee of the Red Cross 
with the Iraqi Government to resolve this case fully. 

Published by the Defense Prisoner of War/Missing Personnel Office 
Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense/International Security Affairs 
Washington, DC 20301-2400 
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Gulf War's First U.S. ·casualty 
·.·_Leaves Lasting Trail of Mystery· 

A DOWNED PILOT Lieut. Comdr. Mi­
chael Speicher vanished in a gulf 
war crash. Fear of risks kept the 
Pentagon from the site, where the 
F-IB's canopy (below) remained, 
~nd. apparently Iraq got there first. 

; :··JAN~· 1s ·;·'i991· F1B'C"tashes : :>': 
: :_in the lraqi"deseit.\ >.::';::::.:. '-·\f::;t:':' 

··DECEMBER -19.93 Rerria'iils ·of··.\' .. · 
the plane are found. No.:sigh :_"·' · 

. of pflot. · · 

FEBRUARY 1995 Troops. train~':;: 
for mission·,· never executed,.: .· .· 

· .. to scour tbe. crash"site -:.~.:' ., : . 

The New York Times 

Jet Ruins Were Found 
but the Pilot's Fate 
Is Still. Unknown 

. By TIM WEINER 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 6 - Four 
years ago, a hunter looking for wild 
game in western Iraq· stumbled 
across the ruins of an American 
fighter jet. 

It was the missing Navy F-18 pi­
loted by Lieut. Comdr. Michael Scott 
Speicher, the first American lost in 
the 1991 Persian Gulf .war, and the 
only one whose fate remains un­
known. The Pentagon, alerted by the 
hunter, sent a spy satellite over the 
crash site. It "detected a man-made 
symbol in the area of the ejection 
seat," Pentagon documents say. 

Some senior officers thought Com­
mander Speicher might have sur­
vived the crash. They said they had a 
moral obligation to bring him back, 
dead or alive, no matter how long it 
took. So special-operations soldiers 
planned a secret mission to scour the 
site for clues. Their chances of suc­
cess were high, they said, and the 
risks of an Iraqi response very low. 
But the Pentagon's leaders balked, 
fearing that the risks outweighed the 
rewards. 

Gen. John M. Shalikashvili, then 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of St.aff, 
scrubbed the plan, saying, ''I. do not 
want to have to write the parents and 
tell them that th~ir son or daughter 
died looking for old bones," accord­
ing to Timothy G. Connolly, then 
principal assistant deputy secretary 
of Defense for special operations, 
and other senior officers who wit­
nessed the general's statement in 
December 1994. 

General Shalikashvili, now retired, 
confirmed his decision and its ratio­
nale in a written statement on Fri­
day. "There was no overwhelming 
need to· put our soldiers at risk to 
covertly search a three-year-old 
crash site," he wrote. 

To advocates of the secret mission 
his decision reflected the agonies of 
an· arrn.v trying to do its duty without 
risking its soldiers. "This mentality 
of 'no losses' has more ramifications 
than people realize," said one gen-. 
eral officer who requested anonym­
ity. "The idea we can do everything 
so well that we shouldn't ever suffer 
a loss or casualty invades every­
thing. It keeps you from doing what's 
necessary." 

The advocates said the obligation 
to look for a fallen comrade should 
have outweighed the· risk of casual­
ties. "The warriors believed they had 
a responsibility," said Stan. Arthur, 
who retired as a four-star admiral 
after leading allied naval forces in 
the gulf war. "You lose one of your 
own, you go back and find him. The 
more modern concept was that you 
can't take the risk of a loss.'' 

Those who opposed the secret mis­
sion to Iraq recalled the ·searing tele­
vised images of the Army Rangers 
who were killed in Somalia in 1993 
trying to recover fallen comrades --. 
and the public pillorying that their" 
commanders took from Congress 

· and the news media. They knew the 
costs of failure were high. They 

Continued on Page 6 



Fate of a Jet Pilot, Gulf War's First U.S. Casualty 
Coritinue~FromPagel Leaves Lasting Trail ot Mystery· 

thought the mission too· dangerous, 
even though the Pentagon's Joint 
Special Operations Command as-

. sessed the risks as "low" or "very 
low." Their idea was safer and, they 
believed, smarter:· working with the 
Red Cross to enter Iraq with a team 
of skilled forensic experts. 

In the end, the Pentagon took the 
least risky route. Two years after the 
discovery of the wreckage, and a 
year after General Shalikashvili's 
decision, a Pentagon team entered 
Iraq openly, with Saddarn Hussein's 
permission, under the banner of the 
Red Cross. 
. The searchers still do not know if 

Commander Speicher bailed out suc­
cessfully. They still do not know if he 
could have survived the crash. 

They found to . their dismay that, 
just as the advocates of· a secret 
military mission had feared, the 
crash site had been excavated, most 
likely ·by Iraqi officers, during the 
months that the Pentagon searched 
for a safe route to the wreckage. 

·.This account is based on Pentagon 
documents and interviews with 
present and former military offi­
cials. 

The Pilot 

A Fallen Soldier, 
A Vanishing Point 

On Jan. 17, 1991, in the first hours 
of the gulf war, Michael Scott 
Speicher-, 33, went down in a dogfight 
over western Iraq. The Navy spent 
months trying to understand why. It 

. might have been an Iraqi air-to-air 
missile, but no one knows for sure. 

His father, Wallace, had hopes that 
he might have survived. "Scotty's 
coming home," he .said three· days 
later. But he was listed as "killed in 
action - body not recovered." Com-

mander Speicher's wife, ·who has 
since remarried, wants to preserve 
her privacy. · 

When the war was over, ·~'the 
Iraqis returned 1.5 pounds of human 
flesh they claimed b.~longed to a pilot · 
named 'Michael.' " Pentagon docu­
ments say. "Subsequent DNA tests 
determined the remains were not" 
Speicher." 

Ptntagon officials still wonder 
whether this was a deliberate Iraqi 
attempt to deceive the United States 
about Commander Spei~her's fate. 

The hunting party that found his 
plane was led by a senior military 
officer from Qatar, an emirate· bor­
dering Saudi Arabia. The Qatari offi-~ 
cer brought home pictures of the 
plane's canopy, a shard of metal with 
serial numbers, and memories of 
seeing an ejection seat. He gave 
them all to· officials at the United 
States Embassy in Qatar. The num­
bers on the shard.were proof. 

Moral codes and. milit~ry tradi­
tions compelled the Pentagon to look 
for Commander Speicher's remains 

· - or a shred of evidence that" he 
might have lived. These old codes 
can spawn dark thoughts. One for­
mer Navy officer says he has .had 
nightmare visions of Saddam Hus­
sein suddenly appearing on CNN, 
leading Commander Speicher with a 
rope, saying: "Here's a man without 
a country. I'm tired of feeding him. 
Who wants him?" 

On Aprill5, 1994, officials from the 
Office of the Secretary of Defense, 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Navy, 
the State Department and the "C.I.A. 
discussed ''a covert/clandestine mil­
itary action to investigate the crash 
site," the Pentagon documents say. 

That was a tar better i.dea than 
"openly approaching Baghdad" to 
request permission for a search, the 
group agreed. They said that an open 
·approach could reveal the location to 
the Iraqis, which "would likely jeop-:­
ardize the site's integrity." The 
Iraqis had scavenged every other 

Desert Storm crash site. 
A· separate military intelligence 

analysis warned the Joint" Chiefs that 
"the location of· the site would be 
divulged and subsequent investiga- · 
tions thwarted by Iraqi intelligence 

·exploitation" if the United States · 
openly approached Baghdad. 

On May 11, 1994, J. Alan Liotta, 
chief of the Pentagon's prisoner of 
war/missing in action office, wrote 
to the Joint Chiefs, ·"Access to the 
wreckage remains our only way to 
determine conclusively what hap­
pened to Lieut. Comdr. Speicher." · 

.He continu~d: "For us to account 
successfully . for Lieut. Comdr. 
Speicher, the mission ideally would 
ne~d to retrieve and return the ejec­
tion seat and canopy.'' The mission 
also needed the black boxes in which 
data on the ·cockpit and engine were 
stored. Those boxes, he said, "should 
have survived the· crash and would 
provide vital clues to what the plane 
and the·pilot were experiencing dur­
ing the flight's ia.st .minutes." 

The issue was clear, said Admiral 
Arthur,-then the vice chief of naval 
operations: "Did we or did we not 
have a lost pilot?" 

He said he believed there was a 
chance that Commander Speicher 
had ejected succes~fully and sur­
vived. "We know there was an ejec­
tion attempt;" he said. "I thought he 
bailed out. I was adamant that we get 

. back in there." 

The Strategists 

Several Scenarios,_ 
, None Without Risk 

But for six months, the rtation's 
. military leaders maintained what 
the documents call· "a· holding pat­
tern.'' 

On Dec. 23, 1994, Defense Secre­
tary William Perry, General ·shali- · 
kashvili, Mr. Connolly and at least 
four other Pentagon officials, includ-

ing Frederick C. Smith, the assistant 
secretary .for international security 
affairs, discussed their options. 

Mr. Connolly and others favored 
the military mission. Four helicop­
ters carrying a special-operations 
team would cross the Iraqi border 
from Saudi Arabia at night. The 
team would return with everything it 
could find- black boxes, bones, wir­
ing from the cockpit, fragments o( 
metal and any other clues. 



Mr. Smith and others favored the 
diplomatic course: openly approach­
ing Baghdad through the Interna­
tional Committee of the Red Cross. 
The Red Cross would ask Baghdad 
for permission to go to the crash site 
with a forensic team from the Penta­
gon. The team could work at length, 
without danger. 

Mr. Connolly said he warned that 
the diplomatic option would alert the 
Iraqis and ultimately fail. Address­
ing Mr. Perry and General Shalikas­
vili, he quoted the fifth stanza of the 
Army Rangers' creed: "I will never 
let a fallen comrade fall into the 
hands of the enemy.'.' 

The choice ultimately lay with Mr. 
Perry,· and a final decision did not 
come until March 1995. But the mili­
tary option effectively died that ·day 
when General Shalikashvili opposed 
it with his statement about old bones. 

"To send America's sons and 
daughters into har:m's way is the 
most serious recommendation a mil­
itary leader can make," General 
'Shalikashvili said in· his written 
statement on Friday. "This is a sa­
cred trust.". 

"I concluded that there was no 
overwhelming rieed to put our sol­
diers at risk to covertly search a 
three-year-old crash site when ttie 
Red Cross option was available," he 
said in his statement. "I stand by 
that decision." · 

Mr. Connolly, who left the Penta­
gon last year to teach, said this 
week: .. Our senior civilian and mili­
tary leaders were simply too afraid 
of the possibility of failure, however 
remote, and refused to allow this 
pilot's comrades to go into Iraq and 
~ring him home. I wish I could tell 
you it was. more complex than that, 
but it wasn't." 

On Jan. 4, 1995, Mr. Perry told 
Secretary of State Warren M. Chris­
topher that they should ~sk the Red 
Cross to approach the Iraqis. 

The Red Cross was amenable. On 
Feb. 14, its Middle East director, 
Michel Cagneaux, met with Iraqi of­
ficials in Baghdad. "Iraqis listened 
intently; took copious notes," Mr. 
Smith, the assistant secretary of de­
fense, wrote that day after talking to 
the Red Cross. · 

The next morning, the special-op­
erations team went through a full­
dress rehearsal in the New Mexico 
desert for their mission, which they 
code-named Isolated Ivory, presum­
ably an allusion to Commander 
Speicher's bones. But their services 
would not be needed. 

On March 1, 1995, the Red Cross 
told the Pentagon that Iraq would 
cooperate. "Conceivably," Mr. Smith 
wrote, "this mission could go next 
week.'' The mission was named Op­
eration Promise Kept. 

Throughout the spring, a Pentagon 
spy satellite photographed the crash 
site every three days. The wreckage 
was undisturbed, militar.v- intelli­
gence analysts reported in ·April. 

"Our team is ready to go,"· Mr. 
Smith told his superiors on May 2, 
1995: But a- report to General Shali­
kashvili from his staff three weeks 
later warned of unforeseen delays, 
"due. to 'bureaucratic problems' 
·within the Iraqi Government.". 

It would be six more months be­
fore the te.am entered Iraq. 

The Site. 

TatterS and Shards, 
But Not One Bone 

In December 1995, two years after· 
the Qatari officer's discovery and 
one year after General Shalikashvi­
li's decision, the-team arrived at the 
crash site. 

The site had been scavenged. 
"H appeared that people had been 

there before ·we arrived," Mr. Smith 
said in an inte_rview on Friday. 

There was .no ejection seat. There 
were no bones. 

Bedouin nomads handed the t~am 
a tattered flight uniform. Mr. Smith 
wo.uld not _discuss what a subsequent 
analysis of the suit showed. . 

An officer familiar with the team's 
findings said that it recovered on·e of 
the plane's data recorders from :the 
Bedouins. ' 

"The evidence showed the pilot 
successfully ejected from the air­

. craft," he said. 
Mr. Smith and Mr. Liotta would 

not confirm or deny that. They $aid 
only that the team had emerged with 
a clearer picture of what happe~ed 
to Commander Speicher. That pic­
ture, like everything else about :the 
case, remains officially secret. : 

Could. he have survived the qa,Sh? 
"We dpn't know," Mr. Liotta said. 

The investigation continues. Com­
mander Speicher is still listed; as 
"killed in action - body not recov­
ered." The fir.st American to fal~ -in 
the Persian Gulf war remains :the 
last to be accounted for. 



Horn, John R. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

patch.ppt 

Pasquer~lla, Robert T. 
Monday, October 25, 1999 3:35PM 
Corneliussen-James, Dian LtCol 
patch.ppt 

1 





Horn, John R. 

From: 
Sent: 

-To: 

Gray, Laurie 
Monday, October 25, 1999 2:46PM 
Pasquerella, Robert T. 

Subject: Patch Photo 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
CAVEATS: NONE 
TERMS: NONE 

patch.jpg 

CLASSIFICATION W/0 ATCH: UNCLASSIFIED 
CAVEATS W/0 ATCH: NONE 
TERMS W/0 ATCH: NONE 

CLASSIFICATION:1JNCLASSIFIED 
CAVEATS: NONE 
TERMS: NONE 

1 





·.,} .. 

iinittd ~tatts tSmatt 

The Honorable Richard Danzig 
Secretary of the Navy 
Pentagon, Room 4B686 
Washington~ D.C. 20350-1000 

·Dear Secretary Danzig: 

WASHINGTON. DC 20510 

March 19, 1999 

We are writing to request that you use your authority under Title 37, USCS, Section SSS 
(a) and 556 (d) to reconsider and change or modify the "finding of death'' detennioation made by 
the Secretary of the Navy's designee on May 22, 1991 with respect to Lt. Cmdr .. Michael Scott 
Speicher, USN. We strongly believe, for the re~sons noted below, that such action ~s inde-::d 
'·:warranted by inionnation that has been received and other circumstances." as provided for in 
the above-cited law. We have further been advised that status determinations with respect to Lt. 
Cmdr. Speicher are not currently covered by the Missing Persons Act, Title 10, USCS, Sections· 
l SO 1-1510, as amended, thereby making action under Title 37 appropriate. 

Lt. Cmdr. Speicher was the first American to be listed as missing in action when his F-18 
was lost over Iraq during a combat strike mission in the first hours of the Gulf War in January, 
1991. When the war ended, the Iraqi Govenunent returned a &'soft tissue fragment and hair 
bearing skin" which allegedly related to Lt. Cmdr.· Speicher. However, subsequent DNA tests 
determined the remains were not those of Lt. Cmdr. Speicher. 

The Navy convened a Status Review Board on May 20, 1991 to consider the state of 
evidence at that time related to Lt. Cmdr. Speicher's loss. On May 22, 1991, the late Admiral 
!'.like Boorda, then Chief of Naval Personnel, approved and signed out the board-recommended 
"finding of death'' which resulted in Lt. Cmdr. Speicher's status being changed from missing in 
action to killed in action. 

In December, 1993, a Qatari official and his hunting party came upon Lt. Cmdr. 
Speicher's aircraft wreckage in Iraq.' He immediately forwarded to U.S. military officials 
pictures of the plane's canopy, a shard of metal with serial numbers, and passed on his 
recollection of having seen the ejection seat as well. Two years later, in December, 1995, U.S. 
crash site specialists from the Department of Defense were permitted to access the crash site, 
following coofdination efforts between the Iraqi Govenunent and the International Committee of 
the Red Cross. The results of the crash-site investigation were briefed to the Congress in the 
winter and spring of 1996. In December, 1997. we were further briefed on this matter by the 
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for International Security Affairs, Frederick 
Smith, in response to concerns generated by the attached New York Times story. 
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The Honorable Richard Danzig 
March 19, 1999 
page2 

In February, 1998, a classified follow~up briefing on this case was provided to the Senate 
Select Committee on Intelligence by the Department of Defense POW /Missing Personnel Office 
(DPMO). In September, 1998, pursuant to our earlier inquiries on this matter, the Intelligence 
Community and the Department of Defense provided to the Senate Select Committee on 
Intelligence a classified chronology outlining Intelligence Community activities bearing on the 
issues raised as a result of Lt. Cmdr. Speicher's loss. The briefing materials and the chronology 

. refcren~ above are available for your review. We mongbl believe that the information 
contained therein supports the request we are making of you with this letter. 

During the last three years, we understand that the Department of Defense has refUsed to 
authorize any ftuther approaches to the Iraqi Government concerning the fate of Lt. Cmdr. · 
Speicher "because of the state ofU.S.·Iraqi relations." Nonetheless, our offices were irSor.med 
dur1ng a briefing we received on March 12, 1999 that the ofiicial publicly-stated position of the 
Department of Defense POW /Missing Personnel Office (DPMO) with respect to whether the 
available evidence indicates Lt. Cmdr. Speicher periahed in his aircraft incident, is "we don't 
/uum!." Ab you know, the DPMO is charged with developing, implementing, and overseeing 
policy on unaccounted for U.S. personnel for the Department of Defense. 

In view of the official position of the Department of Defense and the classifiecfevidence 
now available to the Department of the Navy, we believe that the justification for the finding of 
death:detennination in May, 1991, is no longer valid and conclusive. We, therefore, urge you to 
use your statutory authority to change the status ofLL Cmdr. Speicher back to ''missing in 
action, -- ~ status that more accurately reflects the available evidence and provides a presumptive 
"benefit of the doubt" to Lt. Cmdr. Speicher. We owe nothing less to Lt. Cmdr~ Speicher. and his 
family. · 

. We look fonvard to your response, and thank you for your personal attention .to this very 
important matter that deeply concerns us. 

Sincerely yours, 

BOB SMITII, U.S.S. 
§A ... 

ROD GRAMS, U.S.S. 
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2 September 1998 

MEMORANDUM FOR DASD POW IMP A 

· From: L T Robert T. Pasquerella, USN 

Subj: STATUS OF OPERATION DESERT STORM LOSSES (KIA-BNR) 

1. Speicher, Michael S., LCDR, USN F-18 17Jan91 KIA-BNR 

On 17 January 1991, LCDR Speicher was shot down over Iraq while flying a suppression. 
of enemy air defense (SEAD) mission west of Baghdad. At 0352 hours, another pilot 
operating in the vicinity ofLCDR Speicher's loss location reported observing an 
explosl<?.n he described as an aircraft being hit by an air-to-air missile. He estimated the 
positic5n and altitude as 3300N 04220E and 24,000 feet. Reporting indicates a MIG-25 
FOXBA T active in the area at the time of this incident. No radio calls or beepers were 
heard and no signals were observed.· 

.Upon completion of the strike group's mission, s~arch and rescue (SAR) forces were 
alerted and possible divert airfields were contacted with negative results. LCDR 
Speicher's crash site was not located prior to termination of Operation Desert Storm. 
Upon termination of combat operations in ·Iraq, the Government of Iraq returned remains 
purportedly associated with LCDR Speicher were turned over to U.S. Government 
control. These remains were later determined not to correlate to LCDR Speicher through 
blood typing and DNA analysis. Following up on a lead obtained through intelligence 
sources, LCDR Speicher's crash site was located in April1994. An ICRC team · 
excavated this crash site at 330114N 0421528E in December 1995. 

During the excavation, wreckage associated with LCDR. Speicher's aircraft was 
discovered. The team noted a large backfill pile present in the area where the cockpit 
\vould have been located, indicating a previous unilateral excavation. In addition, the 
team discovered a U.S. NOMEX flight suit approximately 3.5 kilometers northeast of the 
crash site. The flight suit was lying on the surface with minimal evidence of weathering 
and minimal adherent soil. The team also discovered pilot life support equipment and a 
20mm shell approximately 1 kilometer east of the flight suit. The condition of flight suit 
and pilot related materials, the method in which they were found, and the presence of the 
20mm shell indicate that these items may not have originated where they were recovered. 

Material analysis of the aircraft wreckage indicates a catastrophic event occurred in the 
forward part of the aircraft resulting in a power loss and a short duration fire. Indications · 
are that LCDR Speicher then jettisoned the canopy, possibly during the ejection 
sequence. Analysis of the flight suit and life support equipme~t indicates these items 
were cut off the pilot. The condition of the flight suit and life support equipment, the 
pilot v..ras probably severely injured or dead when these items were removed. 



2. Bland, Thomas C., 1 Lt. USAF 
Blessinger, John P ., SSgt, USAF 
Buege, Paul G., MSgt, USAF 
Clark, Barry M., Sgt, USAF 
Galvin, Arthur, Capt, USAF 
Harrison, Timothy R., Sgt, USAF 
Hodges, Robert K., TSgt, USAF 
May, James B., MSgt, USAF 
Oelschlager, John L., SSgt, USAF 
Weaver, Paul J., Maj, USAF 

AC-130 31 Jan 91 KIA-BNR 
KIA-BNR 
KIA-BNR 
KIA-BNR 
KIA-BNR 
KIA-BNR 
KIA-BNR 
KIA-BNR 
KIA-BNR 
KIA-BNR 

During the early morning hours of 31 January 1991, the above listed individuals departed 
King Fahd Airport on a combat mission over northern Saudi Arab~a and southern Kuwait. 
While ..flying their designated route, the AC-130 (call sign Spirit 03) was tasked to attack 
a Free- Rocket over Ground (FROG) site. At 0624, AWACS personnel heard a weak 
distress call, but received no reply to a radio check with Spirit 03. The distress call was 
also heard by another pilot in the area. AWACS' last radar fix on Spirit 03 was along the 
Kuwaiti coast, near the Saudi border at 2844N 4816E. 

SAR. and reconnaissance forces in the area were tasked to conduct an extensive search of 
the area, but found nothing. No emergency beacons were heard nor was voice contact 
made after the initial mayday call. Attempts to locate the aircraft continued throughout 
the conflict, both over water and ashore. On 4 March 1991, following the liberation of 
Kuwait, search crews finally located the aircraft's wreckage on the edge of the 
continental shelf just off the coast of Kuwait. On 5 March, divers retrieved partial 
remains of several crewmen not listed above. Following a review of available 
information, the Wing Commander concluded there were no survivors. 

Additional remains were not recovered because of the condition and location of the 
aircraft's wreckage. The aircraft had broken apart causing open access to free flowing 
\Vater and half the wreckage fell off the continental shelf into extremely deep water. The 
U.S. Government has received no indication that any of the crewmembers survived the 
loss incident. There have been no recent attempts to recover additional remains. No new 
information has been reported on this incident since the initial group of remains was 
recovered. 

3. Cooke, Barry T., LCDR, USN A-6 2 Feb 91 KIA-BNR 

On 2 February 1991 LCDR Cooke and was flying an armed surface reconnaissance 
mission near Faylaka Island in the northern Persian Gulf when his A-6, call sign 
Heartless 531, was engaged by AAA and surface-to-air missiles. After successfully 
evading the threat, Heartless 531 began what appeared to be an attack run on a small Iraqi 
patrol boat just west of Faylaka Island. Shortly thereafter, radar and radio contact was 
reported lost and SAR mission was initiated. Immediate SAR activity resulted in the 
location of a 400 gallon fuel tank, oil/fuel slick, and disturbed water. No radio signals or 
emergency beepers were heard, and no parachutes were sighted. Two small Iraqi patrol 



boats were in the general vicinity, but air cover prevented them from approaching within 
two miles of the probable impact site. 

Active search for survivors was terminated at dusk on 3 February, and a salvage crew 
was requested to dive on site. However, high threat from sea mines precluded a surface 
approach to the loss site. On 9 February, a portion of.the A-6's tail with call sign letters 
AJ was located; still no indication of any survivors. In mid-February, upon recovery of 
remains, the status ofLT Cooke's bombardier-Navigator was changed from MIA to KIA. 
Presumptive finding of death was based on known details of the loss incident, lack of 
enemy forces in the area, lack of radio or emergency beacons, status of the other 
crewman, and the lack of sightings in captivity by Allied returnees. No new information 
has been reported on this loss incident in recent years. 

4. .;_·,Dwyer, Robert J, LT, USN F-18 5 Feb 91 KIA-BNR 

On 5 February 1991 , L T Dwyer was returning from a night strike mission over Iraq. L T 
Dwyer proceeded to the coast, and was in constant radio contact with his wingman. After 
going feet wet approximately 25 miles southeast ofFaylaka Island at an altitude of 
30,000 feet, LT Dwyer passed on his estimated bomb. damage assessment to an orbiting 
E-2. Radio contact was lost shortly thereafter. 

Investigation revealed that although L T Dwyer was out of radio contact, he continued in 
a direct route back to the USS THEODORE ROOSEVELT. The USS LETYE GULF 
radar track of LT Dwyer's aircraft indicated a rapid decent from 25,000 feet to zero feet. 
The impact point was approximately 275348N 0503455E, approximately 80 miles from 
th-e USS Roosevelt. Yoice communications were never reestablished and no emergency 
beepers were heard. Investigators could find no indication ·that L T Dwyer ejected from 
his aircraft. 

An extensive SAR effort utilizing both surface ships and aircraft was launched sho~·tly 
after contact was lost with L T Dwyer. This effort was terminated 70 hours later without 
success. SAR effort failed to locate either L T Dwyer or his aircraft. A check of nearby 
airfields was conducted with negative results. 
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LOCATING INFO FOR SPEICHER 

Si~ . 
The below informaiton will assist in the effort to identify the cause of LCDR Speicher's shootdown. _I recommend 

reviewinr t · ithin a 25NM radius of the crash site located in 1994 at 330114N 0421528E (UTM 38S KB 43810 
5691 0). - . . . - . - . -

On 17 January 1991, LCDR Speicher was the pilot of an F/A-18 conducting a SEAD mission west of Baghdad, Iraq 
when he was shot down. Data retrieved from the Memory Data unit recovered at the crash site indicates the aircraft 
experienced an abrupt power loss at 3:49:59.75C. This was probably when the aircraft was shot down. At this time, 
the aircraft was at an altitude of 27,872 feet, heading 001.4 degrees at 368 knots. At 0352C hours, another aircrew in 

. ~ the vicinity reported observing an explosion he described as an aircraft being hit by an air-to-air missile. He estimated 
~ v . the position as 3300N 04220E and the altitude 24,000 feet. The Crash site was located in 1994 at 330114N 
~ "'-' 0421528E (UTM 38S KB 4381 0 5691 0). The most likley scenario is that LCDR Speicher was shot down by an AAM 

ll) launched from a MIG-25 Foxbat; however; it is also possible he was shot down by an SA-6 SAM fired from an 2 .J ... unidentified location. . 
,......__~ -

V/r, 
Bob 

Classification: ~ 



Horn, John R. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject:· 

Wilson, Kevin J. 
Tuesday, March 10, 1998 1:09PM 
Pasquerella, Robert T. 
Further Definition 

CLASSIFICATION: .e£6f'\E I 

Bob, 
Mr. Liotta liked the overall package. Couple of things. He wants to be ·more specific on areas of interest. Please 

look at the following three items and try to be more definitive on the area. Thanks. 

1. LCDR Speicher is suspected of being shot down by an air-to-air missile fired from an Iraqi aircraft or by a surface-to­
air missile fired from an unidentified anti-aircraft battery. Provide any records that relate to the shoot down of coalition 
aircraft on 1 7 January 1991. 

2. 

(b)(J) /1 '>(C) 
3. Air Defense and/or Republican Guard units were most likely active in the area ofLCDR Speicher's loss location. 
Identify and make available for interview any individuals from Air Defense or Republican Guard units in the area at the· 
time of the loss that may have information pertaining to this incident or LCDR Speicher fate. 

1 



.... ......_ 

f. 

DESERT STORM -SPEICHER CASE 

QUESTIONS & ANSVVERS 
February 18, 1998 



Q1: How many U.S. personnel remain unaccounted for from the Gulf War? 

A 1: There are no U.S. service personnel listed as unaccounted for from the Gulf War. 
At the end of hostilities, the U.S. negotiated the· release of 23 service personnel who. 
were captured during the conflict. Another 26 service personnel were killed in action, 13 
of which remains were recovered. Of the 13 personnel whose bodies were not 
recovered, 12 are over-water losses. 

Q2: How many pilots were shot down on 17 January 1991? 

A2: A total of five individuals from three aircraft were shot down on 17 January 1991. 
The five individuals are LCDR Speicher, USN, L T Wetzel, USN, L T Zaun, USN, Maj. 
Holland, USAF, and Maj. Koritz, USAF. LCDR Speicher was the pilot'ofan F/A-18 
FROM THE USS .. SARA7f0GJ\ and his current status is Killed in Action, Body not 
Recovered. L T Zaun and L T Wetzel were the crew of an A-6 from the ;Ci.fSS 
THEODORE ROOSEVELT and were both released at the end of the GiJifWar conflict. 
Maj. Holland and Maj. Koritz v;as the crew of an F-15 and are listed as Killed. in Action, 
Body recovered. 

Q3: How many aircraft from USS SARATOGA were shot down? 

A3: Two aircraft from the USS SARA TOGA were shot down during Operation Desert 
Storm. The F/A-18 piloted by LCDR Speicher and an F-14 shot down on 21 January 
1991. The pilot, L T Jones, USN, was rescued by SAR forces; however, the Radar 
Intercept Officer, L T L.R. Slade, USN, was captured by Iraqi forces and later 
repatriated. 

Q4: Was the hearsay report by the former Joint Rescue Coordination Center 
Commander on 21 April 1994 regarding possible communications (i.e. two clicks) 
on the Guard frequency between a Navy E-2 and a possible downed aircrew 
investigated? 

A4: DPMO analysts determined the hearsay report was not related to the LCDR 
Speicher's loss incident. On 18 January 1991, an USAF RC-135 reported a beacon at 
1721Z and a Navy E-2 reported in communicatio~ with 11404" on guard. 11404" was an A-
6 shot down on 18 January 1991. This incident most likely correlates to the above 
report. 



. .-...... .. 

Q5: What actions did the intelligence community take to account for LCDR 
Speicher from 1991-1993? 

A5: Attempts were mad.e to locate LCDR Speicher's crash site through imagery 
analysis. These efforts were unsuccessful. In addition, former POWs were debriefed 
following their release. (One returnee stated he was asked if the USS SARA TOGA lost 
any aircraft. The PW told the interrogator an A-6 and an F-18 were lost. The 
interrogator then asked if the PW knew the F-18 pilot. When the PW answered in the 
negative, the interrogator stated "well he's dead.") DIA (PW/MIA) personnel continued 
to monitor incoming message traffic for any additional information with possible 
correlation's to Gulf War losses. 

QS: On 4 March 1991, U.S. officials were .advised that a recently recovered 
Kuwaiti intelligence officer reported the observation of an American pilot in an 
Iraqi military hospital. The sighting reportedly took place about 15 days earlier 
when the intelligence officer was being held captive in the vicinity of An 
Nasiriyeh, Iraq. Could this sighting be correlated to LCDR Speicher? . 

A6: Information provided by the Kuwaiti officer does not correlate to any known 
American loss incident. A review of allied losses found one possible correlation. On 19 
January 1991, a British Tornado with two crewmen aboard was shot down over An 
Nasiriyeh. Both cr~wmen were injured during the ejection sequence and required __ ~ 
·medical attention. One of the crew, Flight Lieutenant Stewart, was treated at a roadside 
medical facility for about 15 minutes then taken to a nearby military installation where he 
was placed in a pick-up truck and taken to Basra h. Flight Officer Waddington sustained 
more severe injuries and was taken to a nearby hospital where his separated shoulder 
was reset and facial lacerations were cleaned. Waddington did not observe any other 
prisoners, Allied or otherwise, at the hospital. After treatment, Waddington was taken to 

· a nearby military installation where he waited for transportation to Baghdad. 
Two factors mitigate against a clear correlation to the two British pilots. First, the 

Kuwaiti intellige~ce officer stated the observation took place 15 days prior to his debrief 
which occurred in early March. This would place sighting in mid-February, almost a 
month after the British loss incident. Second, neither pilot spent much time in Iraqi 
medical facilities or in the vicinity or An Nasiriyeh, significantly reducing the possibility a. 
Kuwaiti prisoner observed them. Furthermore, Waddington also stated he saw no other" 
prisoners in the hospital. It is possible the Kuwaiti is reporting hearsay information as 
firsthand. 

An Nasiriyeh is located over 230 miles southeast of LCDR Speicher's crashsite. 
Based on known Iraqi POW handling procedures, LCDR Speicher would not have been 
taken to An Nasiriyeh. All Allied pilots shot down and captured west of Baghdad were 
transported along the East-West Highway directly to Baghdad where they remained 
until release. In addition, if one were to consider the military situation on 19 January 
1991, the Iraqi Government would not have attempted to transport an American 
prisoner from western Iraq or Baghdad to An Nasiriyeh which is located on one of the 
two primary avenues of approach being used by Allied forces in their attack. 



Horn, John R. 

From: Rosenau, David M. 
Sent: Wednesday, February 18, 1998 12:21 PM 

Wilson, Kevin J.; Pasquerella, Robert T. 
Man, Gregory K. S.; Sydow, C. Gary 

To: 
Cc: 
Subject: RE: INTEL EFFORTS 1991-1993 

Bob, 
Believe it would be accurate to say DIA-PW/MIA personnel (me) continued to monitor incoming message traffic for any 

additional information. Copies of pertinent information were maintained. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Pasquerella, .Robert T. 
Wednesday, February 18, 1998 11:27 AM 
Wilson, Kevin J.; Rosenau, David M. 
Man, Gregory K. S.; Sydow, C. Gary 
INTEL EFFORTS 1991-1993 

Dave- please make any additions you think are relevant. 

Q: What actions did the intelligence community take to account for LCDR Speicher from 1991-1993? 

A: Attempts were made to locate LCDR Speicher's crash site through imagery analysis. These efforts were 
unsuccessful. In addition, former POWs were debriefed following their release. One returnee stated he was asked if 
the USS SARATOGA lost any aircraft. The PWtold the interrogator an A-6 and an F-18 were lost. The interrogator 
then asked if the PW knew the F-18 pilot. When the PW answered in the negative, the interrogator stated "well he's 
dead." 

1 



' Horn, John R. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 

..·.-:.· ......... ··.,,;..· 

Rosenau, David M. 
Wednesday, February 18, 1998 9:22AM 
Man, Gregory K. S. 
Sydow, C. Gary; Wilson, Kevin J.; Caswell, James R.; Pasquerella, Robert T.; Richmond, Jr., 
Melvin E.; Travis, Jo Anne 
An Nasiriyeh Sighting 

Greg,_ ·. . 
Per Alan's request for an analysis of the An Nasiriyeh sighting, the following is submitted. If you have no problems, 

please forward to Allan with a CC to Joe. R 

Speichr3 

1 



An Nasiriyeh Sighting 

Report 
On 4 March 1991, U.S. officials were advised that a recently recovered Kuwaiti 

intelligence officer reported the observation of an American pilot in an Iraqi military hospital. 
'rhe sighting reportedly took place about 15 days earlier when the intelligence officer was being 
held captive in the vicinity of An Nasiriyeh, Iraq. Note: DPMO was advised of the report in 
August 1994. end note 

Analysis 
Information provided by the Kuwaiti officer does not correlate to any knoWn American 

loss incident. A review of Allied losses found one possible correlation. On 19 January 1991, a 
British Tornado with two crewmen aboard was shot down over An Nasiriyeh. Both crewmen 
were injured during the ejection sequence and required medical attention. One of the crew, 
Flight Lieutenant Stewart, was treated at a roadside medical facility for about 15 minutes then 
taken to a nearby military installation where he was placed in a pick-up truck and taken to 
Basrah. Flight Officer Waddington sustained more severe injuries and was taken to a nearby 
hospital where his separated shoulder was reset and facial lacerations were cleaned. Waddington 
did not observe any other prisoners, Allied or otherwise, at the hospital. After treatment, 
Waddington was taken to a nearby military installation where he waited for transportation to 
Baghdad. 

Two factors mitigate against a clear correlation to the two British pilots. First, the 
Kuwaiti intelligence officer stated the observation took place 15 days prior to his debrief which 
occurred in early March. This would place sighting in mid-February, almost a month after the 
British loss incident. Second, neither pilot spent much time in Iraqi medical facilities or in the 
vicinity or An Nasiriyeh, significantly reducing the possibility they were observed by a Kuwaiti 
prisoner. Furthermore, Waddington also stated he saw no other prisoners in the hospital. It is 
possible the Kuwaiti is reporting hearsay information as firsthand. · 

An Nasiriyeh is located over 230 n1iles southeast of LCDR Speicher's crashsite. Based 
on known Iraqi POW handling procedures, LCDR Speicher would not have been taken to An 
Nasiriyeh. All Allied pilots shot down and captured west of Baghdad were transported along the 
East-West Highway directly to Baghdad where they remained until release. In addition, if one 

. were to consider the military situation on 19 January 1991, the Iraqi Government would not have 
attempted to transport an American prisoner from western Iraq or Baghdad to An Nasiriyeh 
which Is located on one of the two primary avenues of approach being used by Allied forces in 
their attack. 

Conclusion 
The Kuwaiti intelligence officer did not see LCDR Speicher. 
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----.-----=---------------------~--~~----~~----------------~ 
j Facts pertaining to LCDf" .lichacl S. Speicher, USN Chap 76, Sec. 1501-1 

Title 10 USC 

Commander (C02 of Unit, Facili~, or Area of Missing Person (MP2 Assigned 
· Res~onsibilities 

• CO conducts an assessment to • LCDR Michael Scott Speicher was part of a strike group from the USS 
determine if disappearance may be Saratoga tasked with suppressing enemy air defenses approximately 40 miles 
involuntary. west of Baghdad. TOT was 0050Z and Speicher failed to show up for his 

tanking at Ol40Z. Upon return from the mission, Speicher's wingman 
reported that prior to reaching their target, several air and ground explosions 
occurred. No communications or distress beacons were reported. 

• If the CO's preliminary assessment • Unit CO released initial Personnel Casualtyreport at 2038Z, 17 Jan 
concludes that the person is missing, declaring LCDR Speicher DUSTWIN (Duty· Status, Whereabouts Unknown). 
the CO shall recommend that the 
person be placed in a missing status. 
., CO transmits a report containing • After sufficient time for an investigation, the Unit CO released the findings 
that recommendation to the Service ofhis investigation on 25 Jan recomrnending Speicher's status remain as MIA. 
Secretary concerned. An Advisory ·Status was based on inability to positively con finn wingman's report was 
copy goes to the theater component indeed Speicher's aircraft being shot down and the lack of an identifiable crash 
commander with jurisdiction over the site. 
MP. 

Missing NLT day 10 

Service Secreta!1 ResEonsibilities Service Secreta!1 ResEonsibilities 
• Upon receiving information the • Jan 17 - Due to CNN reporting, SecDef Cheny identified the first American 
Secretary shall appoint an initial c~sualty of the Gulf War as LCDR MichaelS. Speicher, listing him as Missing 
Board of Inquiry consisting of: in Action because his body was not recovered after he was shot down in his 

I • Military Officer with respect to a F/A-18 {AP, Jan. 18 1991} 
member of the arrned forces or a • Mar 20- Iraqis tum over remains (1.5 pounds of flesh) with a death 
civil'ian with·respect to a civilian certificate to the ICRC identifying them as belonging to the U.S. pilot by the 
employee name of·'Michacl." 
• Counsel for MP. • March 28, 1991 - Iraqi delegation to the third session of the Tripartite 
• Counsel to advise board on Commission agreed to provide a witness statement concerning questionable 
procedures. identification of partial remains of one MIA, reportedly LCDR Speicher. 
• i\ccc~s to all information 
• Procce:Jings Closed 

• The Board shall submit a report • April 2, 1991 -Comment made by an Iraqi interrogator to a American POW 
which recommends MP be placed in -''POW was asked if USS Saratoga lost any aircraft. POW said yes, a F-18 
:-~ missing status or change to and an A-6. Source was asked if he know the pilot of the F-18. Source 
A \VOL, Deserted, or Dead (subject replied No. The interrogator was upset, as he believed the air-wing was a tight-
to reqmts of Sec. 1507) knit family and POW should know the pilot. The interrogator stated, "Well, 
• MP Counsel issues independent he's dead."'' 
review of report. 

• Secretary concerned reviews the • May 22, 1991 - SecNav changed casualty status of LCDR Speicher to KIA 
Board report and upon detenn ination for administrative purposes from MIA. Date of death established as Jan 17, 
that it is complete, shall make a 1991. 

1 determination of status of the MP, 
I including whether MP is declared 
I missing. A \VOL, Deserted or Dead. 

I 
I • Secretary shall take reasonable I 



I 
----.------------------------------~------~-=------------------, 

Chap 76, Sec. 1501-1 J Facts pertaining to LCDf" 1"ichael S. Speicher, USN 
Title 10 USC 

days of actions to provide a report to primary 
Sec's next of kin, other members of the 
Deter- immediate family and any other 

mination previously designated person of the 
MP an unclassified summary of the 
unit commander's report and the 
report of the Board. 

1 Yr • Board report may be made to the • Oct 16, 1991 at the sixth Tripartite Commission session chaired by the 
from public. ICRC, BG Fratarangelo told the commission that all 47 Americans who had 

Board been listed as missing now have been accounted for, but that the U.S. still 
Report wanted to recover the remains of LCDR Speicher and LCDR Cooke. 
Date Fratarangelo expressed U.S. difficulty in reconciling Iraqi statements about 

missing coalition members with available evidence. 

Status Missing day I or status 
changed NL T day 70 

Service Secreta!)' ResEonsibilities Service Secretarl: ResEonsibilities 

Any • Fom1s a board - If information 
time up becomes available that might 
to I YR change status (missing/ AWOL/ 
of initial deser1er/dcad) 

report • Same Procedures as Follow on 
on MP. Reviews. 

Follow e Convenes a board every three years • Nov 19, 1993- ICRC provided a note dated Oct 14, 1993 from the Iraqi's 
on from time of loss, until 20 years after stating that no additional informatio.n is available concerning LCDR Speicher 

rev1ews loss·; or anytime new information and LCDR Cooke. The note stated, "Regarding the Lt. Commander (Captain 
may resu It in change of status. Pilot?) MichaelS. Speicher. His name was reported by his colleague pilot 

Robert James who was held in the same day and was repatriated home 
• Officer or civilian of same through your esteemed delegation on March 5, 1991. No additional 
experience/expertise( case dependent) information is available about him in spite of the investigation and tracing." 
• Counsel on board (I Lt Robert James Sweet, USAF, A-1 0 pilot, captured Feb 2, 1991 and ! 

i • Other ,)fticer or civilian (case released March 5, 1991 made no statements about LCDR Speicher to the 
dependent) Iraqi's during internment.) 
• Counsel for each Missing Person • Dec 19, 1993 - During a meeting with USLO, Doha, Qatar Asist. Chief of 
• P:-es. a:::!=ess to ~II infcrmz.tion Staff uf Opcratiom, Trai:~ing a:1d Pla;11Jing to Iraq turned over pictures and a 
• Open to immediate family, primary piece of wreckage from a crashsite in Iraq he gathered while hunting there. 
next-of-kin, dependents, designated • Dec 9, 1995 - ICRC Investigation Team excavates crash site in Iraq. 
person, shall be given: • Feb 16, 1996- SECDEF informed that material recovered from crash site is 

* 60 day notice, 21 days to insufficient to determine fate of pilot. 
respond. • Oct 2, 1996- SECNA Y modified presumptive finding of death date from 
* Access to all unclas records, May"22, 1991 to September 30, 1996 based on recent information supporting 
* Opponunity to present a presumptive finding of death and retention in a KIA status, which was also 
information, in accordance with the widow of LCDR Speicher's wishes. 
*opportunity to object to board 
report. 
* Primary next of kin or 
previously designated person may 
attend with private counsel. 

2 



. ,-----~----------------------Chap 76, Sec. 1501-1 3 
Title 10 USC I 

Facts pertaining to LCDh iichael S. Speicher, USN 

• Board results may be invalidated 
by failure to locate one of the above 
individuals. 
• Board recommends continuation of 
missing status or change. May not 
change to dead unless: 

* Proof of death, and 
*credible evidence exists person 
is dead 
*no credible evidence exists 
person is alive, 
*good faith effort made to search 

Follow loss site and enemy archives. 
on • NL T 30 days after board SecDef 

Reviews determines if statl!s should be 
(cont) changed. 

NL T 90 days pro·.tide report to family 
Appeals • Review by US court of appeals 

of upon petition by family/previously I 
I 

current designated person that finding of 
actions death be set aside. 

If set aside, above parties may 
request Secretary to form a new 
board. 

Appeals • NL T 2 years after Act approval, 
of past dependent/immediate family may 
actions. request a board review of any person 

prev.i~usly declared dead with no 

I limit on: 
* How long ago (WW I maybe) 
* Where.or how loss occurred. 

• \Vhenever infonnation that would 
directly lead to change in status 
becomes available. board is 
established. 
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Lieutenant Commander Michael Speicher 

Commander Speicher was lost in combat during Operation Desert Storm when his 
F/A-18 aircraft was downed over Iraq. The Secretary ofthe Navy, based on the information 
known to him at the time, assigned Commander Speicher's casualty status as killed in 
action/body notrecovered. The Department of the Navy continues to carry him in this 
status today because it reflects the most accurate information to date regarding his fate. 
However, given America's unwavering commitment to obtain the fullest possible 
accounting for our sons and daughters lost due to hostile action, the case was never officially 
closed. The discovery of intelligence information several years after the loss incident 
provided our first new clues and allowed us to begin an aggressive investigation. Since 1993, we 
have used all appropriate analytical, diplomatic, intelligence and scientific means available to 
mount a comprehensive investigation. 

In December 1995, working through the International Committee of the Red Cross, 
investigators from the Navy and the Army Central Identification Laboratory in Hawaii ·entered 
Iraq, with the permission of the Iraqi government, and conducted a thorough investigation of 
Commander Speicher's crash site. Although we did not recover his remains at the crash site, 
inform_ation and aircraft wreckage was removed that allowed us to continue our investigation. 

Additionally, Commander Speicher's family-has been kept fully informed of the 
Department's efforts and the information we have has been shared with the family.· The fam.ily 
has publicly expressed their satisfaction with the Department's actions, and also requested that 
the Department keep the infom1ation classified until the case is resolved to p~·otect their privacy 
and the integrity of any potential new lead. 



DRAFT DRAFT Provided to USN White House. Liaison· Office 

Dear Mr. Parker: 

Thank you for your e-mail correspondence concerning the case of Lieutenant 
Commander Michael Scott Speicher. In responding to several of your points, I think it necessary 
to correct many of your misperceptions about this case, no doubt as a result of your reading of 
newspaper accounts. 

Commander Speicher was lost in combat during Operation Desert Storm when his 
F/A-18 aircraft was downed over Iraq. The Secretary ofthe Navy, based on the information 
known to him at the time, assigned Commander Speicher's casualty status as killed in 
action/body not recovered. The Department of the Navy continues to carry him in this 
status today because it reflects the most accurate information to date regarding his fate. 
However, given America's un'Yavering commitment to obtain the fullest possible 
accounting for our sons and daughters lost due to hostile action, the case was never officially 
closed. The discovery of intelligence information several years after the loss incident 
provided our first new clues and allowed us to begin an aggressive investigation. Since 1993, we 
have used all appropriate analytical, diplomatic, intelligence and scientific means available to 
mount a comprehensive. investigation. 

In December 1995, working through the International Committee of the Red Cross, 
investigators from the Navy and the Army Central Identification Laboratory in Hawaii entered 
Iraq, with the permission of the Iraqi government, and conducted a thorough investigation of 
Com~ander Speicher's crash site. Although we did not recover his remains at the crash site, 
information and aircraft wreckage was removed that allowed us to continue our investigation. 

Additionally, Commander Speicher's family has been kept fully informed of the 
Department's efforts and the information we have has been shared with the family. The family 
has publicly expressed their satisfaction with Department's actions, and also requested that the 
Department keep the information classified until the case is resolved to protect their privacy and 
the integrity of any potential new lead. 

I understand your concern about resolving the fate of Commander Speicher. Certainly no 
one feels a stronger commitment than I do to do everything possible to fulfill the American 
promise to our servicemen and women. We will not rest until we bring them home. 

Sincerely, 

William J. Clinton 

DRAFT DRAFT Provided to USN White House Liaison Office 



ANALYSIS OF GROUND MARK 
NOTED NEAR 

GULF WAR CRASH SITE 

• In April1994, while reviewing overhead imagery of a U.S. F/A-18 crash site in 
western Iraq,. intelligence analysts identified what they believed to be a possible man­
made ground symbol drawn in the desert sand. 

• Research into a possible association between the ground marking and the F/A-18 pilot, 
LCDR Michael Scott Speicher (KIA-BNR), was conducted. Further analysis concluded 
that the marking did not correlate to LCDR Speicher. 

-The U.S. Navy search and rescue (SAR) instructions (ie- Letter of the 
W ee.k/W ord of the Day) that LCDR Speicher would have received and been expected to 
employ, are not consistent \Vith the ground marking observed. In addition, the . 
environmental conditions in the area (high winds/shifting sanqs), coupled with the three 
year time difference between LCDR Speicher's crash and the appearance of the ground 
mark on imagery, further rules out the possibility of a correlation. 

-During the 1995 International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) visit to the 
LCDR Speicher's crash site, team investigators searched the entire vicinity and noted . 
nothing they considered to be any type of survival symbol. 

-Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) analysts noted that Iraqi military units 
routinely draw designs in the desert sand during training exercises. The site of the 
unidentified marking is in the general vicinity of an Iraqi military training area. The 
tnarking could not be associated however, with. any known Iraqi military unit. 

-Analysts believe the ground marking n1ay have been caused by tire tracks left by 
some unidentified vehicle. Subsequent reviews of area imagery indicated that the 
location is used as an occasional ca·mping site. Motorized vehicles have been noted in 
this area. 
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DEFENSE PRISONER OF WAR/MISSING PERSONNEL OFFICE 
2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, DC 20301-2400 

In reply refer to: 

MEMORANDUM FOR The International Committee Of The Red Cross (ICRC) 
(Operations Division, Attn: Michelle Cageneaux) 

FROM: Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for POW/Missing Personnel Affairs 
Prepared by LCDR K. Wilson, OASDIISA-DPMO 

I-97/21681 

SUBJECT: Results of the Investig~tion ofU.S. ~(~-18 Loss in Western Region of Iraq 

Purpose. For your benefit and that of the Iraqi personnel who assisted us on the humanitarian 
operation to confirm the fate of LCDR Michael S. Speicher, this report provides a status of 
findings from the excavation of his crash site. 

Background 

On January 16, 1991 at 0136 hours, LCDR Speicher launched in the first attack wave 
.associated with Operation Desert Storm. At approximately 2 hours and 15 minutes into the 
n1ission, LCDR Speicher's wingman reported seeing an explosive flash in the vicinity of 
Speicher's F/A-18 aircraft. The U.S. Government has yet to determine the fate ofLCDR 
Speicher, and to return _hin1 or his remains to his family. 

In March 1991, the Republic of Iraq (ROI) repatriated remains to the U.S. that they 
associated with the name of"Michael". DNA analysis subsequently determined they were not 
those of LCDR Speicher. 

On March 1, 1995, the ROI agreed to a joint ICRC/ROI humanitarian recovery effort to 
determine the fate of the pilot. The team included experts from the U.S. Central Identification 
Laboratory in Hawaii (CILHI). On December I 0, 1995, a team ofiCRC officials and CILHI 
personnel traveled to the suspected crash site to be.gin a recovery operation for the remains of 
LCDR Speicher. The crash site was located in the vicinity ofTulul Ad Dulaym, Wadi Thumayl, 
Republic of Iraq. 
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. Description of Crash Site 

The field investigation was conducted on December 10- 16, 1995. Wreckage ofthe F/A-
18 aircraft was discovered within three hours driving time southwest from Baghdad. The mishap · 
site was located less than 30 kilometers to the south of a major East-West highway in a desert 
region with. no substantial natural landmarks. Several Bedouin camps were visible to the north 
and northwest of the crash site, with numerous dirt trails radiating out from the camps to the 
paved roads. 

Large fragments of recognizable aircraft wreckage were present on the desert floor 
(photos 1-3, enclosure 5). As there was no significant crash crater and the aircraft wreckage 
showed minimal fragmentation, it \Vas determined to oe consistent of a terminal velocity, high 
angle and low power impact. The \Vreckage consisted of the nose gear and 20mm gun, 
representing the nose of the aircraft; the \\ings; engines; and tail rudders and stabilizers 
(enclosure 3). Ordinance was still located at the craSh site (photo 13, enclosure 5). The 
following major components were not \\ith the airframe: 

1) .Wing fuel drop tank -found ~000 meters north 
2) Center line fuel drop tank - found 2500 meters north 
3) Canopy- found 670 meters northeast 
4) The entire cockpit and instrument bay section, forward of the wings to just aft of the 

gun - not found · 

Subsequent post crash fire and erosion he.d contributed to the breakdown and disintegration of 
the structural elements manufactured from composite material, such as the wings. 

Aircraft \Vrcckagc Findings 

~xcavation was initiated in the area of the cockpit, an area which showed signs of recent 
n1anual digging. The ground was excava:ed to a depth 9f 50 centime~ers to culturally sterile soil.· 
Excavation continued along the aircraft~ s midline until it became apparent that no significant 
cockpit debris, pilot-related materials, or human remains were present (photos 4-9, enclosure 5). 

Analysis of the engines concluded that both engines were in relatively good shape. Based 
on post crash analysis of the photographs of engine components, the qualified assumption is the 
engines had shut down in flight. The wing and centerline drop tanks found north of the crash site 
had their pylons still attached (photos 10-11, enclosure 5). The pylons were torn from the 
fuselage inflight, indicative of excessive aerodynamic forces over a short period of time that were 
consistent with the aircraft being subject to a violent spin. 

The cockpit canopy, found northeast of the wreckage, had been jettisoned. When first 
examined, the frame was standing vertically on a small rise where it apparently had been placed 
by the Bedouins to serve as a local landmark. (photo 12, enclosure 5). Both canopy jettison 
rocket motors had been fired, which produced burn marks even and complete. Given available 
evidence, n1ishap investigators determined that the pilot initiated the jettison. 



Archaeological Findings 

During the recovery effort, the team surveyed a circle of approximately 1 0 kilometers in 
diameter centered around the crash site. The team anthropologist shovel-tested several low rock 
piles located around the wreckage in search of a possible grave site (photo 14, enclosure 5). 
None appeared to be associated with a subsurface disturbance within the last ten years. No 
human remains were recovered at either the crash site or the several small stone piles examined. 
No pilot-related materials were recovered at the crash site. Cockpit-related items found during 
excavation consisted of only two switches and one warning indicator light. 

During the excavation, Iraqi officials present at the site notified the team that a young 
Bedouin boy had encountered a flight suit while herding his sheep. Several team men1bers 
traveled to a small rise approximately 3.5 kilometers northeast of the crash site-and discovered a 
U.S. flight suit lying on the surface. The team began to systematically surface search the 
adjoining desert, but were not allowed to directly interview the child. Ultimately, additional 
pilot-related 1natcrials \Vere reccrvered approximately 1 kilometer to the east of \Vhere .the flight 
·suit was located: 

1) Six fragments of anti-G suit material 
2) An ejection-seat upper-leg garter fragment 
3) Three survival-raft fragments 
4) A survival-kit flare 
5) A parachute-riser fragment 

Final Analysis 

3 

The flight suit is consistent with the one worn by LCDR Speicher. Pieces of the 
Aviation Life Support System (ALSS) equipment found suggest that LCDR Speicher ejected 
fron1 his aircraft. The flight suit and all ALSS equipment recovered were cut with a sharp object; 
they also had blood stains, but none suggesting massive external bleeding (photo 15-16, 
enclosure 5). No human remains were found in the vicinity of the crash site. The recovery team 
reported that the cockpit area of the aircraft, including ejection-seat components, was removed 
prior to the excavation of the site by the ICRC/ROI team excavation. Pending n·ew information, 
no further excavation is required at the crash location. 

Enclosure(s): 
I. General location of crash site. 
2. Topographic location of project area and relative location of the recovered materials. 
3. Sketch n1ap of site. 
4. List of photographs. 
5. Photographs (16). 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Fred_Smith [Fred_Smith@nts.policy.osd.pentagon.smil.mil] 
Tuesday, December 16, 1997 12:39 PM 
liottaa 
RE: Meeting with Senators Smith and Grams 

Senator Smith just called back. We had a good discussion. He said he went 
into yesterday's meeting angry, but we did a good job of answering his 
questions and he was satisfied. He also told me about the Toon/Joint 
Commission meeting earlier in the day. He thinks they are "doing good 
work; good leads," etc., etc.. We wished each other a Merry Christmas, and 
said we would see each other next year! 

liottaa@dpmos.policy.osd.pentagon.smil.mil on 12/16/97 11:01:00 AM 

To: Fred Smith/ISA/OUSDP 
. cc: 
S~1~ject: RE: Meet:ng \Vitll Sen2tors Smith a:1d Grams 

Fred: 

CIL sent me a map last nite of where t~ey searched, and the site of 
the symbol was well within this area. In fact, NIMA says the symbol is 
about 900 meters (less than a click) away, but the team searched 5 clicks 
out. I still think you should call Smith and Grams, but insist on talking 
to the members, not staffers. 

By the by, I still disagree with you that our letter was misleading. 
If you look at the original constituent letter, how that was sent to us by 

Grams, and the facts surrounding the case (including the classification of 
the imagery and the analysis), our response was factual and accurate. 
Could it have been more robust? Possibly, although we then would have been 
treading dangerously close to disclosing classified information. Should we 
have called to brief Grams? In hindsight, yes. But given the way the 
request was received from his office, we had no indication of any 
particular 
interest in this case. We'll be more sensitive next time. Alan 

From: Fred_Smith 
To: Franklin_Kramer 
Cc: Alan_Liotta; liottaa 
Subject: Meeting with Senators Smith and Grams 
Date: Monday, December 15, 1997 5:57PM 

Frank, our meeting with Smith and Grams went OK. It started out rather 
testy, but after responding to several of Smith's questions, he became more 
relaxed and we had a civil discussion. Grams was concerned about a letter 
sent to him by Jim Wold earlier this year; Grams claims the letter was 
misleading. I looked at the letter and agreed. Much of the hour and a 



_,.,·~ 

. J 

half disc:;ussion centered on the report of a man-made symbol in the vicinity 
of Speicher's crash site and· the fact that the Navy has declared Speicher 
"Killed in Action-Body Not Recovered. On the latter, I assured Smith that 
the Navy's designation of the case has no bearing on how we prosecute it. 
It is an active case. I think Smith was reasonably satisfied with the . 
answers he received today. The problem, however, is his staffers. These 
guys will probably be spurred on by what they heard today and continue to 
press the issue is some form, possibly a hearing at a later date. At the 
end of the meeting, I told Senator.Smith that you are interested in getting 
back together (i.e., another breakfast). Smith was pleased to hear that. 
Footnote: The first and last thing Smith wanted to talk to me about was 
baseball. He still remembers the fact that you and I are Dodger fans. 



16 December 1 997 

SUBJECT: Map of Investigation Area 

DISCUSSION: Map provided by CILHI to define area ground searched during excavation of 
LCDR M.S. Speicher's crash location. Area within X's was walked for any ~igns of wreckage, 
symbols, life support equipment. 
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. /10/97 W:::D .12: ~0 FAX 202 •- • 13~3 

BOB SMITH 
~ HAI.II"'HIRI! 

l~UQ.o9ll-2l30 

lJt:C 

SENATOR BOB SMITH 

1 u ' ~ ( l 1 • ;) 0 l'l u . u u l r. u 1 

() 
~002 

Gl:'-iCT COM¥1Trle ON 
ITHIC& 

IN NEW HAMPSHIRE 

oplnlon@srnlth.aenate.gov tinittd ~tates ~mate 
COMMtme ON ~MCD $eftVICEG 

COMMITllii:ON 
ENV1M~M6NT ANQ PUSUC WORKS 

l:uoTF 307 

WASHINGTON, OC 20510-2903 

Thu Honorable Franklin Kramer 
Assistant Secreta~ of Defan~a 

Int&..national Seg~rity Affairs 
DQpartment of Defense 
WG~hin~ton, DAC. 20301 

D&ar Frankl 

I a.tn •xtremely concerned about ·this past Sunday'a New York 
Times article about DoD'$ efforta to ag~ount for Lt. Commander 
Michael Speiaha• f~~ the Gulf War, especially in view of a 
briofihg I rocoivod on thia c~gq by Alan Liotta from DPMO ~n 
January 17. 1~96 where I wa• told that there we•& no i~dio~tion~ 
that Commander Spaigher miqht have survived h~s.loas inoi~•n~. 

I would like to moat with you, F~ed Smith, ano A1an Liotta 
on Monday, Deo~er 15th~ to diacuee both the intelligeUQQ and. 
the poliay DoD 'has pu~&u~d ~eg~rding thia case. • wguld also 
requeat that you bring the documentation ref•rencec;1 in the New -
rork Times ~~ticla, including the docum~nt referenoing th~ 
det~ction. of •a man-mado symbol 1n the aroa of the· ejedtion 
eeat.• 

T am hosting a ~eeting in my cffioa of the O,S, 8ide ot th~ 
u.s.-Ruesia Joint Commi~~ion on POWG ~d MIAa at 11:00 a.m. that 
day. It my hopo that you might be available following that 
meeting. Of oour$e, you a~e welcom~ to came to that meeting ~~ 
well. 

My point of contact on thio matter i~ Dino C~rluQoio who may 
be r~ached at (202} 224-3020. 

Sinoeraly 

1¥ ~.-'--................ 
BOB SMITH, U.S.S. 

/dlc 
oos The nonorahle Snndra K. Btua•t 

Assistant s~oretary at P9f~~~ 
tor Leg~al~t~vo Af£~i•s 

1~U ~:~ .. STnL.n 
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Statement by Joanne Speicher Harris 

Dated: Deeember 9, 1997 

A great deal of publicity has arisen concemiil.g the circumstances ·of Scott's 
crash and the subsequent search of the crash area. I have been in constant contact 
'vith the United States Navy and the Department of Defense over the years. regarding 
the ongoing investigation. They have kept me informed on.all de~ of the 

· investigation, including certain confidential information. 

The family has been. subject to intense, invasive media attention, which has 
been troubling. It is out of a desire to avoid any possible risk of impeding the 
ongoing, sensitive, investigationr howeverr that! do not wish to have inteiViews with 
the media. ~ 

TOTAL P.02 



OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

INTERNATIONAL 
SECURITY AFFAIRS 

Honorable Rod Grams 
Unite~ States Senator 
2013 2nd Avenue North 
Anoka, MN 55303 

Dear Senator Grams: 

2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON, ~.C. 20301-2400 

2 5 JUL i996 
In .reply refer to: 

I-96/42828 

Thank you for your recent lett~~ to the Assistant Secretary 
of Defense for Legislative Affairs on behalf of Mr. Richard Daly. 
Mr. Daly asked six questions; two concerned Navy Lieutenant 
Commander Michael Speicher and four concerned alleged pilot 
distress symbols in Southeast Asia. Since my agency, the Defense 
PO~·J /!·iiP~ Office ( DPt1.0) , i .s the Depc.rtment of Defense agency 
responsible for the prisoner of war/missing in action issue, your . 
letter was forwarded to me. 

Regarding Mr. Daly's first two questions, Commander 
Speicher's F/A-18 aircraft was shot down on Januaiy 17, 1991,~, 
during the Persian Gulf War. He is listed as killed in · , 
action/body not recovered (KIA/BNR) . The term KIA/BNR reflects 
an accura~e accounting status as determined by the Secretary of 
the Navy. However, we ·continue to investigate and pursue every 
avenue that may possibly lead to repatriation of his remains. 
His crash site, located west of Baghdad in i994, was recently 
investigated. Information found during the investigation is 
beir~ analyzed and will be released when the investigation is 
comple~e and Commander Speicher's family has been fully-in~rmed. 

·. 
Mr. Daly's remaining questions are addressed in-detail in 

the enclosed statement of Duane P. Andrews .to the Senate Select 
Committe~ in 1992, and in the DoD/POW~MIA paper dated November 
1995. Most recently the Department of Defense completed a 
comprehensive analytic review of all cases of unaccounted for 
Americans in Southeast Asia which took into consideration all the 
information available to the United States Government since 1975. 
As a result, nex~ steps have been identified for some cases, some 
await new leads, and a third category of cases has been turned 
over to the respective host governments as cases which require 
unilate~al action on the part of those governments. 



The questions concerning imagery and symbols such as Mr. 
Daly raises have been provided no further leads. To put this in 
perspective it may be useful to note Mr. _Andrews' testimony 

2 

· during which he stated, ~of all the millions of square kilometers 
of territory in Southeast Asia that we have examined over .the 
years, we really have only two unexplained sets of symbols which 
were clearly intended to communicate something to an observer 
·from above. And that's the 19 or 1573 TH, ·and the USA-with the 
possible K." As Mr. Andrews also stated, we have always followed 
up on such information, but without any results or further leads 
to date. 

I hope this information is useful. Should you have any_ 
further ques~ions,·-please-contact my office. 

Enclosures: 
As stated 

Sincerely, 

~AJJ.. ·. 
James W. Wold I 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 
(POW/MIA Affairs) 

·• 

-



COW~ES: 

PH. 202-224-3244 
FA.X 202-226-0956 

BANKING. HOUSING. AND URBAN AFFAIRS 

ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

FOREIGN RELA nONS 

. . . :·:. : · :' · , .~, . · INTERNET: MAJL...GRAMS@GRAMS.SENATE.GOV 

tinittd ~tiitrn ~~eyiat"f _c:~ .. 7(~~ .. , ~- MINNESOTA OFFICE: 

JOINT ECONOMIC 

WASHINGTON, oc 20510 
f~·:O, I •• • ., I ,.. ,_.I I • If 3 
~~- i .; , .:. . , ; I · ~. 

June 7, 1996 

Assistant Secretary of Defense For tegislatjve Affairs­
Department of Defense 
The Pentagon, Room. 3E966 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Assistant Secretary: 

2013 SECONO AVENUE NORTH 
ANOKA. MN 55303 
PH. 612-427-5921 
FAX 612-427-6872 

Recently I was contacted by Rich Daly, Research Director for 
Minnesota Won't Forget POW/MIA, regarding . his concern over· 
contradictory stories relating to pilot distress symbols during and 
after the Vietnam War. For your review, I have enclosed a copy of 
the information which has been provided to my office. Mr. Daly,,·. has 
asked me to·forward this letter to your offi.ce. 

I would appreciate receiving any information~you ~ay have regarding 
this situation. Please address any correspondence to the attention 
of John Revier, of my staff, at 2013 2nd.·· Avenue North, Anoka, 
Minnesota 55303, ph~ne: 612-427-5921~ 

Any assistance your office can provide will be greatly appreciated. 

~ly~/'-~~~~~~---­
Rod Grams 
United States Senator 

RG: jr 

enclosure 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER UOL629 /96 
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MINNESOTA WONI. FORGET POViiMIA 

February 21, 1996 

Dear Senator Grams: 

As you know, there are contradictory stories relating to pilot distress syinbols matching 
those of Vietnam War pilots, in partie~ the June 5, 1992, symbols at Dong Vai prison. 
Recent news releases stated the U.S. government was searching for the remains of Gulf 
War pilot Niichael Speicher at his crash site. the Army Times quoted Pentagon 
spokeswoman Beverly Baker as saying "Nothing they found wouid indicate he survived..~' 

There has been information circulating that lvfichael Speicher's distress symbol was 
spotted by U.S. satellites. It appears that once again, ,. ·.-. · the public is not receiving the 
truth. 

\Ve believe that the Congress and people deserve the truth. Detennining the fate of 
::ni.ssing s~~~ ... "'l is suppos:&y of u'1c m.ghest natiorul prioriry. I :..sl: tl:.a.t ycu put tli: 
following questions directly to Secretuy of Defense Peny: 

1) Did tT.S. satellites pick up·::· pilot distress symbols correlating to ?v!ichael Speicher?. 

2) Is there any evidence Speicher did not die in his crash? 

3) The symbols "GX2527" were found at DongVai prison Vie~ in June 5, 1992 
satellite photographs. 
Does the Defense Depanment consider these as valid pilot distress symbols? 

4) Did any employee of the Defense Department see the letters ,.SERL'X" in June 5, 1992 
photographs of the field next to Dong V ai prison. 

_)· W j .. G, d ,.x,l · ;~ d · _\ ··-t: ·- &. - l. · · · h~. ·,.~ 
~ ar1 er \ an 1 ana \.1 an . -A ·rver v d.ila .t. ..t ener p&rs au...-ut_~ u c v 1etr...;un 

6) Were the 1988 symbols ,.USA" in satellite photos of Laos dug into the ground or were 
they created by material piled on cop of the ~ound? 

Sincerej.y, 

~a-~~ 
Richard A. Daly Rese3rch Director. 

I -f f 
- I 



OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

INTERNATIONAL 
SECURITY AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, C.C. 20301-2400 

Honorable Herb Kohl 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510-4903 

Dear Senator Kohl: 

2 2 JUL 1996 
In reply refer to: 

I-96/18918 

Thank you for your r~cent letter to the Secretary of State 
o·n behalf of Mr. Steven Meudt. Mr. Meudt is seeking information 
regarding the status of POW/MIAs and the status of Navy 
Lieutenant Commander Michael S. Speicher. 

The Department of Defense has committed several hundred 
personnel to achieve the fulles~ pc?:ible accounting for 
Americans, both military and civilian, who have been lost due to 
hostile action. To date, despite intensive intelligence 
collection and in-country operational efforts, no evidence has 
been· found indicating any American servicemen have been held 
against their will in· Southeast Asia after Operation Homecoming 
in 1973. After. Operation Homecoming, numerous American civilians 
were detained by the communist regime, especially during the fall 
of Saigon in April 1975. These people were either subsequently 
rel~ased, or in the cases of those ~ho died while being detained, 
had their remains returned. Nevertheless, every POW/MIA report 
received by the United States Gover~~ent, whether·purpprting a 
live sighting, an aircraft crash, the grave-site of an American, 
or identificution information, is taKen seriously and 
investigated. 

The United States Government continues to aggressively 
pursue POW /MIA issues with ·the governments of Vietnam, Laos, 
Cambodia, China, and Russia on the 2,150 individuals who remain 
missing or unaccounted for from the war in Southeast Asia. As 
our diplomatic relations with these governments have improved, so 
has our access to archival information and on-site investigations 
relative to unaccounted for Americans. Since 1973., 433 sets of 
remains returned to the United States from Southeast·Asi~ have 
been identified and re~urned to thei~ families with full military 
honors. 

-
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Commander Speicher's F/A-ia aircraft was shot down on 
January 17, 1991, during the Persian Gulf War. He is listed as 
killed in action/body not recovered (KIA/BNR) . The term KIA/BNR 
reflects an accurate accounting status as determined by the 
Secretary of the Navy. However, we continue to investigate and 
pursue every avenue that may p6ssibly lead to repatriation o( his 
remains. His crash site, located west of Baghdad in 1994, was 
recently investigated. Information found during the 
investigation is being analyzed and will be released to the 
public once the investigation is complete and Commander 
Speicher's family has been fully informed. 

I hope you find this information useful. $pould you have 
any further questions, ple~se contact my office. 

cc: 
Navy casualty 

Sincerely, 

. Q~./\. ~ 
~· \ 

James W. Wold 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 
(POW/MIA Affairs) 
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HERBERT KOHL 

wtsalNSfN 

iU 4CTON OFRCE: 
230 HART··se.t~ATE OFFl~ BUILDING 

WASHI~CTON. OC20510 
(202122~ 

... T.o.o. ao2a· 22~ 
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<mnttrd ~mrts· ~metr ·.--

The Honorable Warren Christopher 
Secretary of State 
U.S. Depanment of State 
220 I C Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20520-0000 

Dear· Secretary: 

WASHINGTON. DC 20510-4903 

February 29, 1996 

-~. 

COMMil"TEES: 

APPROPR&A TIONS 

.IUOIC\ARV 

SF'£CIAL COMMCTTH 
ON AGING 

Enclosed please find ·a copy of a correspondence from a constituent of mine, S~even· Meudt, · 
regarding the starus of American POWs and tv1IA 

J...ny assi.st~.nce you could provide in respoudi=:tg to i.hese concerns woula be greatly appreciated. 
Please respond directly to my constituent and send a copy. to the attention of Daniel Smyczek of my 
'staff. . . -

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

HICds 
Enclosure 

MILWAUKEE OFFICE: 

110 WEST WISCONSIN Avt:NUE 

SUITE'~ 

MILWAUKEE. W1 SJ7.0J 
141412''17-4..:51 

~:x·~ 
Herb Kohl 
U.S. Senator 

MADISON OFFICE· 

14 ....,;sr MIF+UN STREEi 
SUrTE 311 

MAOCSON. 'N1 53703 
16081 2&--~SJ.Ja 

(AU CU.IR( OFr-ICf. 
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S\IITF JOF; 

EAU Cl AIHF. WI 54701 

171'>1102 ·842.: 

F'RINn;O ON Rt:'="''::.EO PAI'E~ 
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.t..f'f't.£ TON OFFICE. 

4371 Wf.ST COLLEGE AVFNUf 
~'JI r( 2JS 

API"l..f fUN. WI 54914 . 
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OEFENSE PRISONER OF WAR/MISSING IN ActiON OFFICE 
' UCO bEF'ENSE PENTAGON 

Bureau Of Naval Personnel 
Atm: Pers-Q6L 
~Navy Annex 

... Wasb.ingt.ollp D.C. 20370 

WASHINGTON, CC 2030t ·2400 

;2 7 JUH 1ggs 
In reply refe:- to: 

!96/21076 

:rhe Defense POW/N!IA Office is the Jc:ad office for c::::ntr4.c=Jordin:ttion \1/l.ti:rin the 
Dcpartmc::tt of Defense: for the case of Ljc:urenant Commander Speicher who be=rmc missing in 
action dnring Operation Desert Stoml. and rr::nains unacccUD!ed. for. 

A.Jl reqll!!S"LS fo:- 1~fomc.rio;: z:nci inqciri::s r-:0rdhlg the ~= ofLicrrr,...,.~nt G:nmai1d~ 
Soejch~_ inciucling FOIA requests· and Congressional iDqaircs, will be forwanic:d to this office 
for response and acticiL Copies of responses will be: provided to your office when completed. 

The point of contact within the Defense POW~ Offic= is Mr. I. Alan Liotta, (70?) 
602-2102, ext.l50. . .. 

)J~~ 
Dc:pmy Director 

·- ·. 

((/Yl!li 
f~!PY /}[~~~ 104fi !£~· !ffvf~ 

-/frw c~ wjo !JC~! ~~ ,;r rpt-d<l-t... 

1/J--



OFFICE OF THE ASSIST ANT. SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

INTERNATIONAL. 
SECURITY AFFAIRS 

2400 OEFENSE PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON, O.C. 20301·2400 

Honorable Sonny Bono 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Bono: 

i 6 JUL 1996 
In reply refer to: 

, I-96/18839 

.Thank you for your recent. inquiry on behalf of Ms. Jeanne 
Joyce. Ms. Joyce was ·interested in United States efforts to find 
the remains of United States Navy Lieutenant Commander Michael 
Speicher, who was shot down during the Persian Gulf War, and is 
listed as killed in action/body not recovered (KIA/BNR) . 

The term KIA/BNR reflects an accurat~ accounting status as 
determined by the individual Service Secretaries. However, in 
our unwavering commitment to bring home or account for each and 
every American lost due to hostile action, we continue to 
investigate and pursue every avenue toward possible repatriation 
of remains. As we gain access to crash sites ·and/or credible · 
information develops in each case, we actively pursue the 
recovery of remains. Such is the case of Lieutenant Commander 
Michael Speicher, whose loss incident is currently under 
investigation. 

In December 1995 the Department of Defense dispatched 
investigators from the United States Army Central Identification 
Labo~tory, Hawaii, and the Unit.ed States Navy to Jordarf" tt!-form 
the nucleus of a team lead by the International Committ~e of the · 
Red Cross. The team entered Iraq, with the permission of the 
Iraqi Government, located the crash site West.of Baahdad, and· 
conducted a thorough investigation. Information fo~nd during the 
investigation is currently being analyzed. There is no evidence 
indicating Commande~ Speicher is being held in Iran. 

The United States Government is committed to the fullest 
possible accounting for every service.man and woman who did not 
return home from America's conflicts. I hope you find this 



information useful. Should you have ahy further questions, 
please contact my office. I appreciate your interest in this 
issue. 

cc: 
Navy ·casualty 

·-

Sincerely, 

6~Vl~ 
James W. Wold 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 
(POW/MIA Affairs) 

-; ..... . -

-



DEFENSE PRISONER OF WAR/MISSING PERSONNEL OFFICE 
2400 OEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, OC 20301·2400 

Mr. Charles Hoskinson 

(b)(}) 
Dear Mr. Hoskinson: 

12ff61EE8 

In reply refer to: 
I-98/61314 

Thank you for your recent telephone call to Senator Mack seeking information on Navy 
Lieut~nant Commander Michael Scott Speicher who was killed. in action during the Persian Gulf 
War but whose remains have not been recovered. Senator Mack forwarded your request to our 
office since we are the Department of Defense (DoD) agency responsible for this issue, c..nci_ 
::_sked. ~1::i.t V/c respond. dir.:!ctly to you. 

Commander Speicher was lost on January 17," 1991~ when his F/A-18 aircraft was 
downed in Iraq during Operation Desert Storm. The Seeretary of the Navy, based on the 
information known to him at the time of Commander Speicher's loss, assigned his casualty· status 
as KlA-BNR. The Department of the Navy continues to carry Commander Speicher in this 
status because it reflects the mo.st accurate information to date regarding his fate. However, 
given our Government's unwavering commitment to obtain the fullest possible accounting for 
Americans lost due to hostile action, the case was never officially closed. The discovery of 
intelligence information several years after the loss incident provided our first new clues and 
allowed us to begin an investigation. ·since 1993, we have used all appropriate analytical, 
diplomatic, intelligence, and scientific means available to mount a comprehensive investigation. 

In December 1995, working through the International Committee of the Red Cross, 
Defense investigators from the Navy .and. the Army Central Identification Laboratory in Hawaii 
(CILHI) entered Iraq, with the permission of the Iraqi Government, and conducted a thorough 
investigation of Commander Speicher's previously unlocated crash site. Although we did not 
recover Commander Speicher's remains at the crash site,' information and aircraft "Wrec,kage were 
recovered which has allowed us to continue our investigation. 

Conunander Speicher's family has been kept fully informed of the DoD efforts and the 
information we have obtained. The family has publicly expressed their satisfaction with our 
a·ctions and also requested information not be released to the public in order to protect their 
privacy and the integrity of any potential new lead.. In additio~ as our investigation developecL 
our office kept the appropriate congressional oversight committees apprised. 

-



-_ ... ·,. 

Mr. Hoskinson, the men and women of this office gratefully appreciate your concern for 
Commander Speicher. If you· wish to learn more about our agency and our operations throughout 
the worl~ I recommend you contact our Internet site at \VWW.dtic.mil/dpmo.· I hope this 
information is helpful. 

cc: 
Senator Mack's office (Ms. Otis) 
~avy:CasualtY office· • 
t' :. 

Sincerely, 

~~-~~ 
Charles W. Heriley /-~ 
Legislative and Externa1-AJw.~""'"'· ..,__ ____ _ 
Defense POW !Missing Personnel Office 



DEFENSE PRISONER OF WAR/MISSING PERSONNEL OFFICE 
2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

Honorable Orrin G. Hatch 
United States Senator 
W asbington, DC 20510-4402 

Dear Senator Hatch: 

WASHINGTON, DC 2030 1·2400 

1_0 APR 1998 

In reply refer to: 
I-98/65020 

Thank you for your March 23, 1998, letter to Assistant Secretary ofDefense Sandra StUart 
on behalf of Mr. Robert Weaver, Jr. :Mr. Weaver seeks irifonn.ation about Navy Lieutenant · 
Commander Michael Scott Speicher who was killed in action during the Persian Gulf War but 
whose remains have not been recovered. Mr. Weaver also enclosed a letter to Secretary of 
Defen..~e Cohen on thi!; subject and stat~ tbz.t he_~ever received a r~ply. Your letter \1./aS 

forwarded to our office since we are the Department of Defense (DoD) agency responsible for 
this issue, and we are pleased to provide you the following information for your use in 
responding to Mr. Weaver. 

We checked our correspondence files, as well as those· of the Office of the Secretary of· '· 
Defense (OSD) regarding Mr. Weaver's December 7, 1997; letter to Secretary Cohen. We could 
find no record that Mr. Weaver's letter was ever received by OSD. 

Commander Speicher was lost on January 17, 1991; When his F/A-18 aircraft was downed 
in Iraq during the Persian Gulf War. The Secretary of the Navy, based on the inf~nn.ation known 
to him at the time of Commander Speicher's loss, assigned his casualty status as killed in action­
body not recovered. The Department of the Navy continues to carry Commander Speicher in this 
status because it reflects the most accurate information to date regarding his fate. However, 
giveR our Government's unwavering commitment to obtain the fullest possible accounting for 
Americans lost due to hostile action, the case was never officially closed. The discovery ofbis 
crash site several years after the loss incident provided our first new clues and allowed us to 
begin an investigation. Since 1993, we have used all appropriate analytical, diplomatic, 
intelligence, and scientific means available to mount a comprehensive investigation. 

In December 1995, working through the International Committee of the Red Cross, 
Defense investigators from the Navy and the Army Central Identification Laboratory in Hawaii 
(CILID) entered Iraq, with the permission of the Iraqi Government, and conducted a thorough 
investigation of Commander Speicher's crash site. Although we did not recover Commander 
Speicher's remains at the crash site, information and aircraft wreckage were recovered which has 
allowed us to continue our investigation. 



Commander Speicher's family has been kept fully informed of DoD efforts and the 
information we have obtained. The family haS expressed publicly their satisfaction with our 
actions and has requested infonnatiori riot be released to the public in order to protect their 
privacy and the integrity of any potential new lead. In addition, as our investigation has 
developed, our office has kept the appropriate congressional oversight committees apprised. 

Senator Hatch, your continued concern and support for this important issue are gratefully 
aclmowledged and appreciated by the men and women of this office. So that Mr. Weaver may 
stay abreast of our current operations throughout the world, I recommend you have him contact 
our Internet site at www.dtic.mil/dpmo. If you or your staff have further questions regarding 
this issue, please qo not hesitate to contact our office. 

cc: 
Navy casualty office 

Sincerely, 

~ ~ 0.\ ~(0~""':::>< 
Charles W. Henley ~ -~ ~-....._ ___ _ 
Special Assistant for Legislative Affairs 
Defe~e PO\V/1vfissi.Dg Personnel Offi.,:e 

--... 



....,._ 1 ~I'C.::;)C:.. rr.,i.::;)Vl'C~I"\. """' ll"'l~HU.....l_-.JII"l-..;J ll"l '"''- 1-IVI'C vrri'-C:.. 

2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON. OC 2030 1·2400 

1 7 SEP 199S 

In reply refer to: 
I-96/18890 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT TO THE SECRETARY 
OF DEFENSE FOR PUBLIC AFF AIRS/DFOISR 
(A TIN: MAJ CAMPBELL) 

SUBJECT: FOIA Requests Regarding LCDR Michael Sp~icher, USN 

Refe~cnces: (a) FOIA Request 95-F-2605 (attached) 
(b) FOIA Request 96-F-0368 (attached) 
(c) FOIA Request 96-F-1585 (attached) 

References are Freedom oflnfonnation Act (FOIA) requests for documents related to the 
loss incident and recent investigation of the crash site -of United States Navy Lieutenant 
Commander Michael Speicher who is listed as Killed in Action/Body Not Recovered as a result 
of hostilities during the war in the Persian Gulf area. In December 1995, Commander Spejcher' s 
crash site was searched by American investigators. The investigation ofhis case, based up.6n _ 
evidence collected during this activity and other available information, remains ongoing~ 

-

The referenced FOIA cases have been kept open through verbal agreement with your 
office on the bas-is of our opinion that the investigation would be finalized in a reasonable time 
frame. Since it appears that the investigations into Speicher's loss will continue; and since 
DPMO cannot control the duration of the investigations, DPMO does not believe it advisable to 
CC?ntinue to keep these cases in an open status. Further, the investigatory body has advised 
DPMO that the release of any of the material in the control or possession of DPMO"-could 
prejudice the integrity of the investigation. 

Recommendation at the level of the Office of the Secretary of Defense~ conveyed to Mr. 
Abn Liotta, Deputy Director, DPMO, is that all,aocuments related to this case be denied in toto 
as classified under provisions of 5 USC, 552, exemption (b)(l) and Section 1.5 (c) and (d) of 
E.O. 12958. No documents concerning Commander Speicher will be released until a fmal 
determination is made into the investigation of his case. DPMO will remain. the office of 
primary responsibility for future FOIA requests regarding Commander Speicher. 



2 

Points of contact for further inquiry into the status of this investigation are Mr. Alan 
Liotta, Deputy Director, DPMO, and Lieutenant Michael Theres, USN, Navy Casualty Office, 
Bureau ofNaval Personnel (Pers-62CC). 

Attachments: 
As stated 

C ~· v. 

Navy Casualty Office (L T Theres) 
JSSA FOIA (Ms. McDonald) 

John R. Hom 
Chief, FOIA 
Defense POWJMIA Office 

.. 

_- ...... 

·• 

-



Re f : : 9 5-F- 2 6 0 5 

MEMORANDUM FOR JOINT TASK FORCE- FULL ACCOUNTING 
BOX 64044 
CAMP H. M. SMITH, HI 96861-4044 

SUBJECT: Freedom of Information Act CFOIA} Request -
Lynn Keller (American Journal) 

A~ recommended by the Defense Prisoner o·f War/Missing in 

Action Office (DPMO), Office of the Deputy Assistant Secretary-of 

Defense (POW/MIA Affairs), the attached FOIA request is being 

forwarded as a matter possib~y under your cognizance and direc~ 

response to the requester. The request was received in .this 

Directorate on December 19, 1995. The requester has been 

informed of this referral. The action officer in this 

Directorate is Lieutenant Colonel Pratt at DSN 227-4026 or 

commercial (703) 697-4026. 

At~achmen·ts: 

As stated 

A. H. Passarella 
Director 
Freedom of Information 

and Security Review 

·. 

Pr~pared by PRATT:52605M/T:2/14/96:DFOI:X74026:gr~pk __ yl ___ wh ___ · 



Ms. Lynn Keller 
American Journal 
402 East 76th Street 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Ms. Keller: 

Ref: 95-F-2605 

• f! ~= ·-. 
1 -u rc.c : .... ,J 

This responds to your December 19, ~995, Freedom of 
Information Act request, which was proce~sed by the Defense 
Prisoner of War/Missing in Action Office (DPMO), Office of the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (POW/MIA Affairs) . 

DPMO advised that it is involved in the ongoing 
investigation pertainir;g.to Lieutena!it Commander Michc.el 
Speicher, of which the Office of the Joint Task Force-Full 
Accounting (JTF-EA), has lead. However, DPMO further advised 
that it has no records pertaining to Lieutenant Commander 
Speicher. In an effort to assist you in your search, we have 
forwarded your request to the JTF-FA for processing and direct 
response to you. Also, DPMO has provided a copy of a press 
release related to this investigation which may be of assistance 
to you. 

Should you elect to consider this no record response to be 
an adverse determination, you may appeal by ·offering information 
to support an additional search effo=t. Any such appeal must be 
received in. this .Directorate within 60 calendar days of· this 
letter's date. 

There are no assessable fees for this response. 

Enclosure: 
As stated 

Sincerely, 

A. H. Passarella 
Director 
Freedom of Information 

and Security Review 

P !:"epa r e ci by l? RA. T.T : 5 2 6 0 5 LIN R : 2 I 1 4 I 9 6 : D F 0 I : X 7 4 0 2 6 : g r dt:' k_ y l_vr h_· _ 

,. : '·. .· 



Feb!."t.l.:\ ry 2 6, 19 9 6 

A.H. P~ssarella 
Director 

• • ~ ·.~·. • • • : ~ ... .; ,1; ... •• 

A·M·ERICAN 

JOURNAl_ 

Freedom of Information and Securiry Revie\~ 
POW/MIA 
DPMO <all requests go thru central Pentagon) 
Room 2C 757 Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1400 

c~a~ Mr. Passarella: 

I ~~ceived your response to my FOIA Ref:95-F-2GOS. Before I 
·~PrJeal, : •.vanted to ask you a question. I called your office on 
!?ric2.y ~nd spoke co Jan your secl."'etar~.,;, but since I l&aven 1 t 
lv:!arci t)a.c:k from you, I thougt1c I ""ou2.d Ec.x you this note. 

In yot~!.· lr.::r.tc:r you say "DPMO advised that it is involved in the 
onsoing irl'JeStigation pertaining to Lieutenant Commander Michael 
Soeicher. of which the Office of the Joint Task Force-Full 
Accounting (JTF- F.~) , has lead. However, DPMO further advised 
~nat i \: has no records pertaining co Lieutenzuu: Commander 
SpE:it:her." .. 

: am noc: clear on one thing. If the DPMO is involved in the 
Speicher investigation, ·chen how is it possible that it has no 
re~ol."'ds? If you can advise me by close oE businesS today, 
perhaps I will not have to file an appeal. 

Tll3nk you for your assistc:1nce. 

·• 

r,\ :•. I, I~·· 7 ~:- .. jll~~ 



December 19, · · 1995 

~OW/MIA 
DPMO· 
Director 
Freedom of Informacion and Securitv Review 
Room 2C 757 Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1400 
Atc'n: Lt. Col Pratt 

Fax: 703-693-7341 

Dear Lt. Col Pratt: 

Under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act (5 
U.S.C. 552), I am writing to request all records relating to 
Lt. Cmdr. M · chael Scott · speci"fically live· sighting 
reports, evidence o his escape and evasion code on the 
ground, any records pertaining to his projecting from the 
aircraft, his survival and capture. 

Please inform me should tr.ere be any fees incurred for 
searching or copying the records and/or evidence I have 
requesced. However, as a news media representative I 
believe chis request falls within the "pro bono publica" 
asoec~ of the Act and therefore, ask that such fees as 
pertain be waived. 

Should you deny all or any part of this request, please cite 
specific exemptions and inform me of the orocedures ~ 
available regarding adminiscrative appeal.process.. I 
appre'::iat.e your assistance with my request.. 

~~e~ 
li!:n Keller 
Producer 
AMERICAN JOURNAL 
Ph: (212} 439-7197 
Fax: (212) 7]7-4983 

N~w York. N~w York 10021 r:AX (7.12) 737--19R] 



:riJ:y .tL.tU\.:ih.:J. ' 

JOURNAl_ 
FOIA Officer 
Jainc C~ief~ of Staff 

De~r Sir or Madam: 

Unde~ th~ provisions of the Fre~dom of Informacion Act (5 U.S.C. 552), r 
.::~qut::st all records-- i11cluding phctcs- -rel~ting r:o b.ci~f inys given to th-e JCS 
ChairmaG from l JAN 1995 to l NOV 1995 concerning the s2arch~s for, loss or 
and/or status of Lt. Cmdr. Michael Scott Speicher, USN, Cdbb of app. 1958) 
miEeing i"n action over Iraq on or about 16 JAN 1991. Speicher· has b.ee.n declared 
dead by the DOD {see attached) and therefore files pertaining co him are 

-=t-::leasabl:: . 

t.Jhile I am not providing a social security numhe:t· foe Speicher, he is th~ only 
person c·f this name to be MIA/KIA in Desert Storm. Therefore t.his reaut:st. 
1ncludes enough df)t~ for you to make a reason.able search of your finding aids 
~nd records. 

I .':im nr~nrired to pay reasonable fees for t.his request, but t'eqt.test you wai,re 
t:~em as I am a member of the media and will USe these records for journalism Ot 
ben~Eic to th'= public. 

Than}: ycu Eor you1· kind c.ssistance. 

Sincec_e ..,,, 
j// . 
/~ 

~'!ark .Sauter 
~orrespondent 
(212)4]~-7181 

·. 

-



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 

11TH WING 

MEMORANDUM FOR OASD(PA)DFOISR 

FROM: OL·P, 11 CS/SCSR (FOIA) 
1000 Air Force Pentagon 
Washington DC 20330-1000 

·:. 

August 8, 1996 

SUBJECT: Freedom of Information Act Request -- Case #96·1054 

1. In accorciance wi~h 'i\tle 5, UnitE!ci State:s Code, Section 552, we are 
forwarding the attached request for action with direct reply to the requester. 

2. The requester has been notified of this referral. 

3. Please direct all questions to the undersigned at DSN 225-4992. 

Attachments: 
1. FOIA Request 
2.: Background Material 

Ji-1- - -
/7\;i.-/".L C.if.-~/"j_f' 

[,/1/\."TRICIA D. GRACE 
Freedom of Information Manager 

WORLD-CLASS PEOPLE- WORLD-CLASS SUPPORT 

-



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
HE.AOOU.ARTERS UNrTEO STATES .AIR F"ORCE 

WASHINGTON 0C 

NIEMORANDUM FOR OL-P, llCS/SCSR 

FROM: XOS 

SUBJECT: FOIA Case 96-1054 

5 Aug 96 

We have reviewed subject FOIA and forward JSSA's memo. Please note that information 
requested is not maintained by our agency. Please forw·~d the case to agencies specified in the 
JSSA· memo to possibly obtain the documents requested. If you _have any questions, please 
contact Ms. Romero at 614-8874. 

C:f'v . 
M:{O~~C. USAF 
XO FOIA Monitor 
DCS, Plans and Operations 

':::: ~· 

Atch 
JSSA w!FOIA Case 96~ 1054 

. -



JOINT SERVICES SURVIVAL, EVASION, 
. RESISTANCE AND ESCAPE (SERE) AGENCY 

rT' BELVOIR, VIRGINIA 2206()..5212 

26 July 1996 

MEMORANDUM FOR AF /XOS 
Attn: Mardy Romero 

FROM:D .HQ JSSA/TN 
9018 Black Road, Suite 101 
Ft Belvoir, VA 22060-5212 

.. .. 

s·uBJECT: Freedom of Information Act Request Case 96-1054 

1. All files pertaining to. Lt Cmd.r Michael Speicher fall under the purview of 
.. DPMO. Yesterday I spoke with Mr. John Horn, FOIA POC at DPMO, and we 

both agrc:c:d that this case should be sent to them for action . 

. 
2. If you have not already done so, I also suggest you contacfJSOC and 
J3SOD. It is possible that they might also have files pc:rtaining to Cmdr 
Speicher. 

3. If you have: any questions, please contact me at 703-806-6419/6420. 

DEBRA A. MACDONALD, GS-13, OAF 
Chief, Library I Archives Branch 



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
AIR FORCE OFFICE OF' SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS 

NIEMORANDUM FOR 11 MSS!NISIS (FOIA) 
ATTENTION: Ms. Grace 

. JlJN I B !Em 
FROM: AFOSI IOC/DIR 

500 Duncan Avenue, Room 1009 
Bolling AFB DC 20332-6000 

~UBJECT: Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) - Tr~nt Gillies 
ACTION 1v1EMORA.NDU1f 

1. On 29 March 1996 we received a request for information from Mr. Trent Gillies, 
Producer of American JournaL lvfr. Gillies is requesting information regarding Lt Cm~r 
L·'iichael Speicher who was missing in action over Iraq on or about 16 January 1991. 

2. We determined that.your agency may be maintaining information responsive to ~s 
request. 

3. We are forwarding the request to you for review and direct response to the request~r. 

4. The requester has been advised of this referral. 

2 Attachments: 
1. Cy ofRequest 
2. AFOSI Response 

(~~\J.~d~~ 
FRANK H. BAITEN JR., SA 
Chie~ Information Release ... 

-



AIR FORCE OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGA lH?I"tS. 

Investigative Operations Center (IOC)/DrR 
500 Duncan Avenue, Room I 009 
Bolling AFB DC 20332-6000 

American I oumal 
Trent Gillies, Producer 
402 East 76th Street 
New.York, NY 10021 

Dear M:r. Gillies 

JUN ( 8 e;s 

.. 
Reference our letter of29 March 1996 regarding your request for informz:tion, 

concerning Lt Cmdr Michael S piecher. 

We have conducted a search of our files and we have determined that the Air 
:F ere:!: Office of Spec1al Invcstiga.cions is not~~ =~udrn...ng my infonnirion ~·spon.s:v;:: to 
your request 

If you interpret this "no records" response as a adverse actiolly you may appeal it 
to the secretary of the Air Force within 60 days from the date of this letter. Include in the 
appeal your reasons for reconsideration, and attach a copy of this letter. Address your,. 
letter as follows: 

Secretary of the Air Force 
Thru: · Investigative Operations Center (IOC)/DIR 
500 Duncan Avenue, Room 1009 
Bolling AFB DC . 20332-6000 

However, your request has been referred to the office listed below for further 
action and direct response to you. 

11 MSS/MSIS (FOIA) 
1000 Air Force Pentagon .. 
RM 4Al088C 
Washin~on., DC 20330-1000 

Gd~-~.~~ 
FRANK H_ B~?i 
Chief, Information Release 

"HELPING TO PROTEC:7' A GRE·AT WAY OF UFE" 

------------------------··-- ----------:-:--:----::--

-



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 

_ OL-P, 11 CS/SCSR (FOIA) 
1000 Aii Force Pentagon 
Washington DC 20330-1000 

Mr Trent Gillies, Producer 
402 East 76th St 
New York NY 10021 

Dear Mr. Gillies 

11TH WING 

.. .. 

August 8, 1996 

\ 
... T ... .., .- 1 no 0 .... f"' F ., . ,. - J: .• "''- e are re~'j-:-,n~T"\0" to •ro,··- !'''':'","" ·; -, 1 '-1t~ ·r-::.nQQ-..ll Qi' I.,.. •:"""t~"'""i~~·-,r,.,.. 

1 -::l..t.JU~\,.4,..,LJ..b ~ \..-.6.. ...,t-.L.:...J..,_._. ..,.._;, ._'-' ..... v, t;._ .A. .._ ~"""'-J..J....i.,.__..,..J,_·. 

Act requ~st. 

The information you requested is not maintained by our agency. 
Therefore, we have transferred your request to: 

Directorate, Freedom of 
Information & Security Review 
OASD(P A)DFOISR 

, Room 2C757, Pentagon 
Washington,' DC 20301-1400 

They will reply directly to you. 

If you.have any questions concerning this transfer, please diiect them 
to the undersigned at (703) 695-4992. .. 

Sincerely 

~i ;_ ~/~ • 

~ tLI1·t£ .. ~;~J, 
~At)JiRICIA D. GRACE 

Fieedom.of!nformation Manager 

#96-1054 

WORLD-CLASS PEOPLE· WORLD·CLASS SUPPORT 

-



27 MAR 1996 

FOIA Officer 
AFOSI 
( 3 0 "l) s 7 0 - l ~ 16 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

I W W Rllftll .. 

Under t:he provisions of the Freedom of Information Act ·( 5 U.S. C. 55 2 J , I 
!:'equest: all records-- including photos- -relating. to the loss and subseque-"lt 
searches for and/or stat:us of Lc. Cmdr. Michael Scot:t Speicher, USN; (dob of. 
app. L958), missing in action over Iraq on or abouc 16 JAN 1991 (see attached). 
Speicher has been declared·dead by the DOD and therefore his files are 
r·eleasable. . .. . . 
While I am not providing a social security number for Speicher, he is t:he only 
t>e!:'son of this name t.o be MIA/KIA in Desert Storm.· Therefore this reauest 
includes enough data for you to make a reasonable sear~h of your finding aids 
and records. · 

I am prepared to pay reasonable fees. for this request .. but request you waive. 
them c~s I c..m 2. mem.be::- cf tlle med.:.2. 2....:."'"ld \..~:..J.l t:se these recorC.S :.or j ol!...l.-::.alisrn. of 
benefit eo che public. 

~hank you for your kind assiscance. 

sinryly. /~. 

~~ 
P=oduc2r 
AMERIO.N JOURNAL 
( 21.2) 4 3 9- 7 31.5 

3 ).JJ.R 96 6 : " 3 

,, ... _,;o s--i q ~' . 

N~w York. New York l(XJ21 (212) 7J7-J399. 

;;;_::;,~r:-LL::;:: -~,_, ?OJ-:: 
--: ;.J--:<':l'; : '? ::c.r; l ·L.;: -~~...: 

·• 

. ~~ : a 96 b'Vr -

FAX {:!12) 7J7 -4983 



..... _ ......... , ..... , ~· ............. --·· ·- .. ' .... _. ·-·' 
2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, DC 20301-2400 

Honorable John McCain 
United States Senate 
Washington DC 20510-0303 

Dear Senator McCain: 

1 8 QCT 1996 

In reply refer to: 
I-96/19324 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding an offer by Mr. 
D~ve Norris, a private citizen, to travel to the Middle East to 
search for and recover the remains of a United States Navy·pilot. 

Lieutenant Commander MichaelS. Speicher's F/A-18 aircraft 
was shot down on January 17, 1991, during the .Persian Gulf War. 
He is listed as. killed in action/body not recovered (KIA/BNR). 
KIA/81-JR reflects .an accurate accounting status as determined by 
the Secretary of the Navy. However, in our commitment to bring 
home or· account·for each and every American lost due to hostile 
action, we continue to ·investigate and pursue every avenue toward 
possible repatriation of his remains. His crash site was located 
west of Baghdad in 1994. 

In December 1995, the Department of Defense (DoD) dispatched 
investigators from the Unit·ed States Army Central- Identification 
Laboratory in Hawaii and the United States Navy to Jordan to form· 
the nucleus of a team lead by the Inte=national Committee of the 
Red Cross. The team entered Iraq, with the permission .of the 
Iraqi Gove=nment, located the crash site, and conducted a 
thorough investigation. Informa~ion found dur~ng the 
~nves~igation is being analyzed and will be released onc~the 
investigation is compl~te and the family has been infor~ed. 

DoD receives offers on a regular basis f=om concerned · 
citize~s like Mr. Norris who wish to assist the Government in its 
effor~ ~o provide an accounting o( se=vicemen. While we are 
genuinely ~hankful'for such offers to assis~ in this humanitarian 
issue, Depar~~ent of Defense policy is to decline all offers for 
volun~ee= services from private citizens to perform duties 
assigned to United Sta~es active duty military personnel and 
civil service employees .. Duties associated with site surveys, 
inyes~igations, and excavations incur substantial risks. Our 
Governmen~ is unable to assume responsibility for the safety and 
well-~eing of private ·citize0s. 

-



Mr. Norris' interest in assisting in any capacity is 
commendable; however, for the reasons cited we cannot sanction a 
private search. Please thank Mr. Norris for his interest in 
Department of Defense efforts to achieve the fullest possible 
accounting for our missing servicemen. Your continued interest 
and support in this issue are appreciated. 

\ 

cc: 
Navy casu2.l.ty 
CILHI 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Charles W. H~~ 
Special Assis~an~ · 

for Legislative Affairs 
Defense POW/MIA Office . 

·• 

-
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'lllnitfd ~tatrn ~enatc 

Captain Billy Lewis 
Director, Sanatg Liaison 
Department of the Navy 
SR 182 

May 30, 1996 

Washington, D.C. 20510-0001 

Dear Captain Lewi8: 
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I have enclosed an inquiry _which I have received from Dave · 
Norris of Santa Monica, California. 

I would greatly appreciate it if. you woul.d review this 
material within existing rules, regulations and ethical 
guidelir1e:s. Please prcvid(~ r..G wit:;. c: pro:r:pt ~c~:p:::r.r:-:C? 

addreBeing this issue. 

PLEASE MARK THE ENVELOPE TO THE ATTENTION OF: Sarah Lowery 
in my Washington office, 241 Russell Senate Office Buil.d.inq, 
Washington, D.C. 20510. Thank you very much for your kind 
assistance and cooperation. 

Oe/y, 
~C:lin 

United States Senator ·-, :.: 

f!r-C).<=. fvT ltA.r"O rt~ I 

~ ~~ "'-.) .Jy .. (i >J .~, - ( f 
., '-""v r;- ( ..u'u cuo ;~) 

FAX TRANSMITTAL 

SO'XI 101 

-
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The Honorable John McCain 
United States Senata 
241 Russell 
Senate ·office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20501 

Dear Senator McCain: 

5/22./96 

We are old if brief acquaintances. I'm writting you again, to 

ask .your help in a project involving the Iraqis. I requested your ~ 

assistance ·last fall forcing the Passport Controll Office to author-~ 

ize my going to Iraq to conduct a.n interview with Deputy Prime Hinistcr 

Tariq Aziz •. Unforturiatly, I never heard from you and since I am (or 

was) a member of The ·Republican Senatorial Inner Circle, a supportar 

of Senator Gramm (my. self having ·won the Heston Shoots at the Champion 

level 4 times in the late 80s) and being Rocks sole par~icipant in ~,e. 

nll 3t~r Salute To ~resident Reagan---- ! was both surprised an~ a bi~ 

hurt at the lack of assistance. Personally, I mark it up to staffers 

in your office. 

As you may be aware,. I wont on to Iraq and was there as our men 

left on December 20, 1995 and continued to make nice--again, in case 

any _of our people came into Iraqi hands, I could assist in getting 

them out and in an attempt to recover Michael Speicher's remains--our 

Naval Avaitor lost early in the ·wa=. 

Now I need your assistance again and this time {Att:ention St:.af­

fers}I'll submit my request by Registerec Mail and hav.e some one ~~er~ 

also ask you personally _and be cc=~ain you sec my request. 

In short: I have another invit-ation from Iraq to visit and wish · 

to succeed in recovering· _Speicher 1 s remains. Iraq states I may bring -

a del ega t.i.on to search as long as ! am head of it and the~' at this 

point are not picky about whom r .. bring--cb-vio·~sly members of our Hil­

i~a~y. What they stated I would need was satalite photos of where to 

look as a ceo rd.i.ng to Dr. Has san, I=aq • s Hinis ter Plenipotentiary, t:he-:t 

have no idea where to search. 

Mv Motiv~tion: Why do I wish to do this? For the same reason ! 

was sent to Vietnam ·in 1972, to recover our los~ men. In this case a 

9::-esumed dead Airman. ·rn 12, it was· kno\o~n t."'le::-c was intrigue a!uo-c -it'! 

the at. tempt:; to recover you ·guys. A leak was obv ions , but \o~he=P. 7 'rhus 



I volunteered to go into Vietn~m asigned to supply and through as­

sociatio.n with our folks at Strategic Technical Directorate Assis­

tance Team 158 (sorry for the poor spelling) I could become quietly 

assimilated into the co~nunity there and hopefully use their resourcas 

to find out where you guys were--at least that was the concept--ask 

the Chief of . Supply at Second AirForce at the tirne, ~-~e worked on the 

concept togather. 

In short, the leak was thought to be in the U.S. and now.appears 

to have been inside the Prime Minister•s Office in Siagon--but who 

·knows. Point is, our man is still there and! and many.ot~ers, want 

him back! ~s I once walked Vietnam alone, I can do the same in Iraq. 

~~ile alone in my concept thi~ time--i.e. no official support, 

I have as one might expect filed reports at .the appropriate Agency on 

observations inside Iraq after my travels. Likewise,. my sole ~eason 

£or this a.nd. sole activity while there,. will be to recover Speich&S 

remains. 

Will you please obtain the necessary "best guess" of our Navy as 

to where Speicher went down and if you feel like involvment, e~fher 

you lead the mission and r•11 carry your suitcase or more properly, 

you "give me ·the information and if we are sucessful, you meet us at 

the Jordan border. 

vlill you please think th=ough options? If nothing else., I' 11 do 

the complete u.ct, soly alone. Ho\vever, might our side loan a Suburban 

(4 wheel drive truck) and a little support? I am tot.3.lly \\Tilling and 

~ble to CG the ac~ alone, I g~ow ur in Alaska and arn usee to bo~~ ·• 
~·lilde.!"':"leSS anc ope:::-.J..ting alone. 

In closing: I too \vas at Keesler AFB Hospital from inj.U!:'y in 

Vietnam (no I wasn'~ on the 5th floor-only joking} when you fellows 

~vere sent ::..'l.ere .. As you may recal~, \ve met in passing a nurnbe.!:" of 

timQs anC: reknewed our very brief acquaintance at the All St~ Salute 

to President Reugun. 

These days I'm ve~J ac~ive in Republican Politics. I'm an Hono­

rary Board l'1ember o: the Deverly Hills Republican Club and involved 

in many other projects as well. t1y point being, if we don't give the 

youth of ~\.r:terica so::iet!1ing to admire, .Madona anC. Jim Cur=y (the actor) 

will be 'dhe..t they think i!:: im~ortant in America. 

Come on .board John, we are old War Horses and knowing what we 

I,· •- • 

-...:..· . : : ~ 



are, we should always answer the Fire Bell when it rings. 

I'll be happy to travel t6 Arizona or Washington to discuss 
the matter. Obviously, if I was arround President Reagan a bit, r•rn 
at least simi-house broken and promise to not embarass you in any 

manor-- I' 11 leave Ronstadt • s band members home as no music will be 

done. 

·• 

- I 1.· 1 I r:r:! __ . _ . 

-



Mr. Richard Gustafson 

Dear Mr. Gustafson: 

2400 OEFENSE PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON, CC 20301·2400 

SODEC 1~~~ 
In reply refer to: 

I-96/54196 

Thank you for your recent letter to Senator Connie Mack concemlng the status of 
Lieutenant Commander Mi~hael S. Speicher. Since our agency, the Defense Prisoner of 
War/Missing Personnel Office, is the Department of Defense (DoD) agency responsible for the 
prisoner of war/missing in action issue, Senator Maek asked that we respond to yotL 

Commander Michael Speicher's F I A -18 aircraft was shot down on January 17, 1991, 
during the Persian Gulf War. He is listed as killed in action/body not recovered (KIAIBNR). 
KIAIBNR reflects an accurate accounting status as determined by the Secretary of the Navy. 
I-io\veve::-, in our COtti!Jiitment to bring home or account for each and every American lost due to 
hostile action, we continue to investigate and pursue every avenue toward possible repatriation of 
his remains. His crash site was- located west of Baghdad in 1994. 

In December 1995, the· DoD dispatched investigators from the United States Army ~--~~­

Central Identification Laboratory in Hawaii and the United States Navy to Jordan to fonn the: 
nucleus of a team lead by the International Committee of the Red Cross. The team entered Iraq 
with the permission of the Iraqi Government, located the crash site, and conducted a thorough 
investigation. Information found during the investigation is being analyzed and will be released 
publilcly once the investigation is complete and the family has been informed. 

I hope this information is useful. Should you have any further questions, please contact 
our office. 

cc: 
Senator Mack 
Navy Casualty 
CILHI 

·• 

Sincerely, 

Charles W. Henley 

Special Assi.;)LQJll4-----------------' 
for Legislative Affairs 

Defense POW/MIA Office 

'' 



tinitni ~.mrr.s ~rnatt 
WASHINGTON. DC 2051()-()90.4 

December 3, 1996 

MS. Deborah R. Lee 
Assistant to the Secretary for Legislative Affairs 
U. S . Department of Defense 
The Pentagon, Room 3E966 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Ms. Lee: 
., . ., 

Enclosed please find correspondence from Richard H. 
Gustafson. ~ 

I would greatly appreciate any reply your office can give on 
this inquiry. You may respond directly at ·the following·address: 

Richard H. Gustafson 

Additionally I please send a copy of your response to Cas.ey 
Otis at 517 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C .. 20510. 

Thank you for your time and consideration of this request.~::._ 

;z:Y·~ 
Connie ~~ck · 
United States Senator 

CM/kco ·• 
Enclosure ·-



Senator Connie Mack _ 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510-0904 

Dear Senator Mack, 

Nov-.12, 1996 

Enclosed is a copy of the reply·! received 
From your office in 1994. Given the positive 
statement in Paragraoh 2, please provide me 
with an up-date o~ the·followir.g serviceman, 
for whom I have seen a POW/MIA bracelet: 

Michael s~ Speicher 
U.S.Navy 
16J an91 Iraq 

Thank you, in adva·nce, for this infonnation. 

Richard 

(b) (&) 

, . 
+::.. ~ .!:· 

st _in the 

encounters. 

bf all troops 
1 no American 

. owing how you feel 
n the United States 

_ :erely, 

··(YU 
~ack 
ied States Senator 

-



::oo~ 

WASHINGTON. DC 2051~904 

January 5, 1994 

Richard H. Gustafson 

. . 

Dear Mr~ GustafSon, 
•• - ·- __. •• .._._- -· ~:- .. ! ~ 

Thank you for contacting. me r~garding your interest in the 
poss_ibility of American POW's from our recent military encounters. 

Again. than·k you for getting in touch wi.th me. Knowing how ycu feel 
on key issues helps me better represent afl Floridians in the United States 
Senate. 

Sincerely, 
-

CM/kmk ~:JtU_ 
United States Senator 

.. ---- ........ 
·• 

sz=J~t 96/St/~7 

-



INTERN A TtONAL 
SECURITY AFFAIRS 

Honorable Rod Grams 
United States Senator 
2013 2nd Avenue North 
Anoka, MN 55303 

Dear Senator Grams: 

2AOO DEFENSE PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON, C.C. 20301·2400 

2 4 F:s 1997 

In reply refer to: 
I-96/19743 

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of Mr. Richard 
Daly. Mr. Daly is requesting additional information concerning 
the .shootdown of Navy Lieutenant Commander Michael Speicher 
during the Persian Gulf War. Our office is pleased to respond. 

Mr. Daly first asks if there is any evidence that Commander 
Speicher survived his crash. At present, we do not have any 
evidence that he survived his loss incident. Our specialists have 
investigated the probable crash site of Commander Speicher's F/A-
18. Evidence from this site is undergoing ·analysis and will be 
released when the investigation is complete and Commander 
Speicher's family has been fully informed. 

Mr. Daly's final question is whether any pilot distress 
symbols were found near the crash site. Again, we do not possess 
any·evidence that evasion codes assigned to Commander Speicher 
were located near his crashsite. 

Thank you for the opportunity to be of assistance to you. 
Your interest and support in this important issue is appreciated. 

cc: j 
Navy casualty 
Secretary of the Navy 

Sincerely, 

\J-~/l._~_J 
<J~rnes• W. Wold . - v/ 

Deputy Assistant Sec=etary of Defense 
(POW/Missing Personnel Affairs) 

-
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DISTRIBUTION C PLUS J-1, 
J-3, J-5, OCJCS/LA/LC 

SECRETARY, JOINT STAFF DIRECTIVE 

on 

LETTER FROM CONGRESSMAN VENTO TO SECDEF REGARDING MISSING 
NAVY F-18 PILOT LCDR MICHAEL SCOTT·SPEICHER 

The attached correspondence is circulated for information. 

Joint Secretariat 
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The Honorable William Cohen 
The Secretary OfDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon -
Washington, D. C. 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Cohen: 

1Rausc iJf 'R.cprummtiatS 
Washingmn, !la: 2051~-2;01 

December 10, 1997 

'

C!9J (-,.. f 2 r•• M 
• -- • .. l~= 07 

I am writing to express my cono:ms regarding the status of missing Navy F-18 pilot Lieutenant 
Commander Michael Scott Speicher, the first ~can lost in the 1991 Persian GulfWar. I 
request that yo~ infonn me of the status of this incident, and an investigation into the status of the 
only member of' the United States nillitary Persian Gulf Conflict whose fate remains unknown to 
this day. 

I know you share my concern with the status of missing military penoand who have served in the 
United States Armed Fo~ with honor and eoun.ge. ·we haVe a moral obligation to resolve thi5 
issue to the best of our ability. Therefore, I strongly w-ge you to investigate and attempt to resolve 
this matter without delay. - ..,.~.,.-

Your attention to this matter will provide answers to the family of the fillen Navy pilat, and to 
our American military servicemen and.women. Thank you for your assistance on this particular 
case. and llook fonvard to hearing from you. 

BFV:ms 

Bruce F. Vento 
Member of Congress 

·• 

U20829 f97 



INTERNA TtONAL. 
SECURrTY AFFAIRS 

Honorable John McCain 
United States Senate 
Attn: Dan Twining 

2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON, C.C. 20301-2400 

241 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator McCain: 

1 3 FfB 1998 
In reply refer to: 

I-98/60420 

Thank you for your Januazy 9, 1998, letter to the former Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
Defense (DASD) for POW/Missing Personnel Affairs, James W. Wold, on behalf of Collin 
Smith and David L. Parker. lvfr. Smith and Mr. P2rker seek information about Navy Lieuten.2nt 
Commander Michael Scott Speicher who was killed in action during the Persian Gulf War but 
whose remains have not been recovered. 

Commander Speicher was lost on January 17, 1991, when his F/A-18 aircraft was do'Wtled 
in Iraq during Operation Desert Storm. The Secretary of the Navy, based on the information 
known to him at the time of Commander Speicher's loss, assigned his casualty status as KIA­
BNR. The Department of the Navy continues to carry Commander Speicher in this status 

because it reflects the most accurate information to date regarding his -fate. However, given our 
Government's unwavering commitment to obtain the fullest possible accounting for Americans 
lo.st due to hostile action, the case was never officially closed. The discovery of intelligence 
information several years after the loss incident provided our first new clues and allowed us to 
begin an investigation. Since 1993, we have used all appropriate analytical, diplomatic, 
intelligence, and scientific means available to mount a comprehensive investigatio~ 

In December 1995, working through the International Committee of the Red 4clss, 
Defense investigators from the Navy and the Army Central Identification Laboratory in Hawaii 
(CILHI) entered Iraq, with the permission of the Iraqi Government, and conducted a thorough 
investigation of Commander Speicher's previollsly unlocated crash site. Although we did not 
recover Commander Speicher's remains at the crash site, information and aircraft wreckage were 
recovered which has allowed us to continue our inveStigation. 

Commander Speicher's family has been kept fully informed of the DoD efforts and the 
information we have obtained. The family has expressed publicly their satisfaction with our 
actions and has requested information not be released to the public in order to protect their 
privacy and the integrity of any. potential new lead. In additio~ as our investigation has 
developed, my office has kept the appropriate congressional oversight committees apprised. 



The men and women of this office. gratefully appreciate the continuous concern and 
consistent support you and your colleagues demonstrate for our efforts to achieve the fullest 
possible accounting. I hope this information is helpful in responding to Mr. Smith and Mr. 
Parker. So that they may stay abreast of our operations throughout the world, I recommend you 
have them contact our Internet site at WVI\V.dtic.mil/dpmo. If you have further questions, please 
contact my office. 

cc: 
Navy casualty office 

Sincerely, 

/.~0~ 
Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 
(POW !Missing Personnel Affairs) 



_.._, o-n..;)c::. r-na.::»ua-.c:.n vr w~l"\nJM£.:J~U~~ r-c.z-t.=;,ui~Nt:.i- OFFiCE: 
2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, OC 20301·2400 

-- (b)(~) 

Dear Mr. Nickels: 

l 7 ·~;~~ 1998 

In reply refer to: 
I-98/63095 . 

·Thank you for your February 25, 1998, letter to the Defense POW/Missing Personnel 
Office. As a former roommate and friend of his, you request information on Navy LieUtenant 
Commander Michael Scott Speicher who was killed in action during the Persian Gulf War, but 
whose remains have not been recovered. · 

Commander Speicher was lost on January 17, 1991, when his F/A-18 aircraft was downed 
in Iraq during Operation Desert Storm. The Secretary of the Navy, based on the information 
known to him at the time of Commander Speicher's loss, assigned his casualty status as killed in 
action-body not recovered (KIA-BNR). The Department of the Navy continues to carry ..... ._. 
Commander Speicher in this status because it reflects the most accurate information to date·. 
regarding his fate. However, given our Government's unwavering commitment to c;>btaiii the 
fullest possible accounting for Americans lost due to hostile action, the case was never officially 
closed. The discovery. of intelligence information several years after Commander Speicher's loss 
incident provided our first new clues and allowed us to begin an investigation. Since 1993, we 
have used ali appropriate analyticaL diplomatic, intelligence, and scientific means available to 
mount a comprehensive investigation. 

·. 
In December 1995, working through the International Committee of the Red Cross, 

Department of Defense (DoD) investigators from the Navy and the Army Central Ideptification 
Laboratory entered Iraq, with the permission of the Iraqi Government, and conducted a thorough 
investigation of Commander Speicher's previously unlocated crash site. Although we did not 
recover his remains at the crash site, information and aircraft wreckage were recovered which has· 
allowed us to continue our investigation. 

To ensure the integrity of our ongoing investig~tion into Commander Speicher's case and 
our of deference to his family's request for privacy, we cannot provide you with details of this 
case. Be assure~ however, that Commander Speicher's family is being kept fully informed of 
our efforts and the information we obtain. · 

-



The men and women of this office gratefully appreciate your concern for your frien~ 
Commander Speicher. We are committed to accounting for all our nation's unaccounted-for 
servicemen. To stay abreast of our ope~tions throughout the world, I recommend you contact 
out Internet site at www.dtic.mil/dpmo. 

Sincerely, 

cc: 
Navy· casualty office 

-;'-_.. 

·• 

-



uc:.r c:.•~.;::,c:.. rru;::,vNt:.l"( ur- WAKIMl::;,::;,.N\.;2 t-"t:.K=:,UNNt::.L Ui- riCE 
2400 OEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, CC 20301·2400 

Office of Senator Kay Bailey Hutchinson 
Attention: Mr. John Gonzales 
I 0440 North Central Expressway 
Suite 1160, LB 606 

. Dallas, TX 7 5231 

Dear·Mr. Gonzales: 

06 MAY 19SB 

In reply refer to: 
I-98/66907 

Thank you for your March 17, 1998, letter to the Navy's legislative liaison office on behalf 
of'l\1r. Woody Nickels \vho is requesting informatio;J. on N?.vy Lieute~c.nt.Cof!1..li'lr~der l\1ich2.el 
Scott Speicher who was lost during the Gulf War. Your letter was forwarded to our office since 
we are the Department of Defense (DoD) agency responsible for this issue, and we are pleased to 
respond. Per you request, we have enclosed a copy of your letter to us with its corresponding 
attachments 

As·we informed Mr. Nickels in our March 17, 1998, letter to him on this issue, Comm~der -
Speicher was loSt on January 17, 1991, when his F/A-18 aircraft was downed in Iraq during the 
Persian Gulf War. The Secretary of the Navy, based on the information known to him at the time 
of Commander Speicher's loss, assigned his casualty status as killed in action-body not 
recovered. The Department of the Navy continues to carry Commander Speicher in this status 

because it reflects the most accurate information to date regarding his fate. However, given our 
Government's unwavering commitment to obtain the fullest pos~ible accounting for Americans 
lost due to hostile actio~ the case was never officially closed. The discovery of his .~h site 
several years after the loss incident provided our first new clues and allowed us to begin an 
investigation. Since 1993, we have used all appropriate analytical, diplomatic, intelligence, and 
scientific means available to mount a comprehensive investigation. 

In December 1995, working through the Irttemational Conunittee of the Red Cross, 
Defense investigators from the Navy and the Army Central Identification Laboratory in Hawaii 
(CILHJ) entered Iraq, with the permission of the Iraqi Governmen~ and conducted a thorough 
investigation of Commander Speicher's crash site. Although we did not recover Commander 
Speicher's remains at the crash site, information and aircraft wreckage were recovered which_has 
allowed us to continue our investigation. 

. . 

Co"mmander Speicher's family has been kept fully informed ofDoD efforts and the 
information we have obtained. The family has expressed publicly their satisfaction with our 

-



actions and has requested information not be released to the public in order to protect their 
privacy and the integrity of any potential new lead~ In addition, as our investigation has 
developed, our office has kept the appropriate congressional oversight committees apprised. 

I hope this information is helpful. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have funher 
· · questions on this issue. 

Enclosure: 
As stated 

C'"' • ....... 

l ... {avy ca.suz .. hy of:i1ce 

Sincerely, 

~~·~ 
Charles W. Henley 

· Special Assistant for~ 
Def~nse POW/Missing Personnel Office 

--:-·:~'-

·. 



.. - .. -- ... - . -· ... _- ... ·-- .._.,' ' ''--.;;,.. 

Honorable Dick Anney 
United States Representative 

2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON . 
WASHINGTON, OC 20301·2400 

- 9901 Valley Ranch Parkway, East 
Suite 3050 
Irving, TX 75003 

Dear Representative A.rmey: 

0 s· MAY 1998 

In reply refer to: 
I-98/66906 

Thank you for your March 25, 1998, letter to the Navy's legislative liaison office on behalf 
of your constituent, Mr .. Woody Nickels. Mr. Nickels requests information on- Navy Lieutenant 
Cc:.-.Jma11der h1ichael ScoLL: Speicher \vUO was killed in action during the Persian Gulf War, but 
whose remains have,not been recovered. Your lener was foiVIai'ded to our office since we are the 
Department of Defense (DoD) agency responsible for this issue. We are pleased to provide you 
the following information for your u5e in responding to Mr~ Nickels. 

As we informed Mr. Nickels in our March 17, 1998, letter to him on this issue, Commander -
Speicher was lost on January 17, 1991, when his F/A-18 aircraft was downed in Iraq dUring the 
Persian Gulf War. The Secretary of the Navy, based on the information known to him at the time 
of Commander Speicher's loss, assigned his casualty status as killed in action-body not 
recovered. The Department of the Navy continues to carry Commander Speicher in this status 

because it reflects the most accurate information to date regarding his fate. However, given our 
Government's unwavering commitment to obtain the fullest possible accounting for Americans 
lost due to hostile action, the case was never .officially closed~ The discovery of hi~ crash site 
several yeats after the loss incident provided our first new clues and allowed us_ to begin an 
investigation. Since 1993, we have used all appropriate analytical, diplomatic," intelligence!' and -
scientific means available to mount a comprehensive investigation. -= - · 

In December 1995, working through the I.rttemational Committee of the Red Cross, 
Defense investigators from the Navy and the Anny Cen~ Identification Laboratory in Hawaii 
(CILHI) entered Iraq, with the permission of the Iraqi Governmen~ and conducted a thorough 
investigation of Commander Speicher's crash site. Although we did not recover Commander 
Speicher's remains at the crash site, information and aircraft wreckage were recovered which has 
allowed us to continue our investigation. 

Commander Speicher's family has been kept fully informed of DoD efforts and the 
information we have obtained. The family has expressed publicly their satisfaction with our 



actions and has requested information not be released to the public in order to protect their 
· privacy and the integrity of any potential new lead. In addition, as our investigation has 
developed, our office has kept the appropriate cdngressional oversight committees apprised. 

Representative Armey, your continued concern and support for this important issue are 
· gratefully acknowledged and appreciated by the men and women of this office. So that Mr. 
· Nickels may stay abreast of our current operations throughout the world, I recommend you have 
him contact our Internet site at www.dtic.mil/dpmo. If you or your staffhave further questions 
regarding this issue, please do·not hesitate to contact otir office. 

cc= 
l··~~...·y ca.si.UJ"Ly oiil.c~ 

Sincerely, 

Charles w. Henley 
Special Assistant fa 
Defense PO WQ!'.[jlssiJ~~~aet"Ofl[Ce 

·• 

..CO:·.'."~ 
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Department of Defense 
Office of the Secretary 

International Secretary Affairs 

Date: C {.z,] . _ 

just wanted to ~oil ow-up briefly on our phone 
conversation. Enclosed is the report we provided 
to the Iraqis via the ICRC. In regards the FOIA 
requests, DoD has not released any documents. 
The overall requeske still pending. My understanding-- :­
is that when they elect to respond, we will receive in 

. advance for approval a package of documents. -Should 
that occur, I would like to get a copy of this package to 
you for your thoughts/concerns before we officially respond. 
Please do not hesitate to ask if there is anything I c:m do for 
either of you. · 

J. Alan Liotta .. 
Deputy Director 
Defense POW !Missing Personnel Office 

·. 

-



ue:Ft::N.'::)t:; PRISONER OF WAR/MISSING PERSONNEL OFFICE 
2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, DC 20301-2400 

In reply refer to: 

MEMORANDUM FOR The International Committee OfThe Red Cross (ICRC) · 
(Operations Division, Attn: Michelle Cageneaux) 

FROM: Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for POW/Missing Personnel Affairs 
Prepared by LCDR K. Wllson, OASDIISA-DPMO 

I-97121681· 

SUBJECT: Results of the Investigation ofU.S. F/A-18 Loss in Western. Region of Iraq 

Purpose. For yotir benefit arid that of the Iraqi personnel who assisted. us on the hu_rnanit? ..... i.c.:: 
opefc.tion to cow~rm the fate of LCDR lvLichz.el S. Sp~icher, this report provides a starus of 
findings from the excavation of his crash site. 

Background 

On January 16, 1991 at 0136 hours, LCDR Speicher launched in the first attack waye 
associated 'Nith Operation Desert Storm. At approximately 2 hours and 15 minutes into the 
missio~ LCDR Speicher's wingman reported seeing an explosive flash in-the Vicinity of 
Speicher's F/A-18 aircraft. The U.S. Government has yet to determine the fate ofLCDR 
Speicher, and to return him or his remains to his family. 

In March 1991, the Republic ofiraq (ROI) repatriated remains to the U.S. thatthev 
;:e:_ ~ 

associated with the name of"Michael". DNA analysis subsequently determined they .~re not 
those of LCDR Speicher. · 

': :,;. 

On March 1, 1995, the ROI agreed to a joint ICRC/ROI humanitarian recovery effon to 
determine the fate of the pilot. The team inciuded expertS from the U.S. Central Identification 
Laboratory in Hawaii (CILHI). On December 10, ~995, a team ofiCRC officials and CILID 
personnel traveled to the suspected crash site to begin a recovery operation for the remains of 
LCDR Speicher. The crash site was located in the vicinity ofTulul Ad Dulaym, Wadi Thumayl, 
Republic of Iraq. 



Description of Crash Site 

The field investigation was conducted on December 10-16, 1995. Wreckage of the F/A-
1 e aircraft was discovered within three hours driving time southwest from Baghdad. The mishap 
site was located less than 30 kilometers to the south of a major East-West highway in a desert 
region wi~ no substantial natural landmarks. Several Bedoain camps were visible to the north 
and northwest of the crash.site, with numerous dirt trails radiating out from the camps to the 
paved roads. 

Large fragments of recognizable aircraft ~e were prCscnt on the desert floor 
(photos 1-:-3; enclosure 5). As there was no significant crash crater and the aircraft wreckage 
showed minimal fragmentation, it was determined to be consistent of a tenninal velocity, high 
angle and low power impact. The wreckage consisted of the nose gear and 20mm gun, 
representing the nose of the aircraft; the wings; engines; and tail rudders and stabilizers 
(enclosure 3). Ordinance was still located at the crash site (photo 13~ enclosure 5). Tne 
following major components were not with the airframe: 

1) _Wing fuel drop tank - found 4000 meters north 
2) Center line fuel cizop tank- found 2500 me:ers no:.:W. 
3) Canopy - found 670 meters northeast 
4) The entire cockpit and instrument bay section, forward of the wings to just aft of the 

gun - not found 

Subsequent post crash fire and erosion bad contributed to the breakdown and disintegration of 
the structural elements manufactured from composite material, such as the wings. 

Aircraft Wreckage Find~gs 

Excavation was initiated in the area of the cockpit, an area which showed signs of recent 
manual digging. The ground was excavated to a depth of 50 centimeters to culturally sterile soil. 
Excavation continued along the aircraft's midline until it became apparent that no signjiTcant 
coc!_cpit debris~ pilot-related materials, or human remai'lS were present (photos ~9,_enc.iorure 5). 

..: ::,.. 

Analysis of the engines concluded that both epgines were in relatively good shape. Based 
on post crash analysis of the photographs of engine components, the qualified assumption is the 
e:1gines had shut down in flight. The wing and cem:erline drop tanks found north of the crash site 
had their pylons still attached (photos 10-11, enClosure 5). The·pylons were torn from the 
fuselage infligh~ indicative of excessive aerodynamic forces over a shan period of time that were 
con.sistent with the aircraft being subject to a violent spin. 

The cockpit canopy, found northeast of the wreckage, had been jettisoned. When frrst 
examined, the frame was standing vertically on a small rise where it apparently had been placed 
by the Bedouins to serve as a local landmark (photo 12, enclosure 5). Both canopy jenison 
rocket motors had been fire~ which produced bum marks even and complete. Given available 

· evidence, mishap investigators determined that the pilot initiated the jettison. 

-



Archaeologic:ll Findings 

During the recovery effort, the team surveyed a circle of approximately 1 0 kilometers in 
diameter centered around the crash site. The team anthropologist shovel-tested several low rock 
piles located around the wreckage ~ search of a possible grave site (photo 14, enclosure 5). 
None appeared to be associated with a subsurface disturbance within the last ten years. No 
human remains were recovered at either-the crash site or the several·small stone pil~s examined. 
No pilot-related materials were recovered at the crash site. Cockpit-re~ated items found during 
excavation consisted of only two switches and one warning indicator light 

During the excavation, Iraqi officials present at th~ site notified the team that a young 
Bedouin boy had encountered a flight suit while herding his sheep. Several team members 
traveled to a small rise approximately 3.5 kilometers northeast of the crash site-and discovered a 
u.~. flight suit lying on the surface. The team began to systematically surface search the 
adjoining desen, but were not illowed to directly interview the child. Ultimately, additional 
pilot-related materials were recovered approximately 1 kilometer to the east of where the flight 
suit was located: 

1) Six fragments of anti-G suit material 
2) An ejection-seat upper-leg garter fragm·ent 
3) Three survival-raft fragments 
4) A survival-kit flare 
5) A parachute-riser fragment 

Final Analysis 

The flight suit is consistent with the one worn by LCDR Speicher. Pieces of the 
Aviation Life Support System (ALSS) equipment found suggest that LCDR Speicher ejected 
from his aircraft The flight suit and allALSS equipment recovered were cut with a sharp object; 
they also had blood stains, but none suggesting massive external bleeding (photo 15-16,s· 
enclosure 5). No human remains were found in the viciriitv ofthe crash site. The.Tecover: te3.ffi - .. 

-reponed that the cockpit area of the aircraft, including ejection.;.seat components~ was removed 
prior to the excavation of the site by the ICRC/ROI team excavation. Pending ne'Ntnformation~ 
no further excavation is required at the crash location. 

Enciosure(s): 
1. General location of crash site. 
2. Topographic location of project area and relative location of the recovered materials. 
3. Sketch map of site. 
4. List of photographs. 
5. Photographs ( 16) .. 
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LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS 

1. Crash site as viewed upon arrival (looking northeast). 

2. Close-up view of crash site prior to beginning recovery (looking north)~ Red flags _:nark 

unexploded ordnance. 

3. Close-up view of crash site (looking northwest). Arrow points to where location of cockpit 

should be. 

4. Excavation of units in cockpit area (looking north). 

5. Close-up view of soil profile showing artifact-bearing stratum, burned layer, and underlying· 

incident-sterile stratum (looking at grid west wall). 

6. View of completed -excavation (looking grid north). 

7. C!ose-up view of nose gear and 20 mm gun. 

8. Vertical stabilizer. 

9. Excavation in progress (looking south). Port wing in foreground: 

10. One of the fuel (drop) tanks located to the east of the crash site. 

11. Other fuel (drop) tank located to the east of the crash site. 

12. Canopy frame as first viewed by the recovery team. 

13. Ordnance. 

14. Rock pile located inun~diately east of the canopy frame. The construction, form, and size of 
. . .!1.-

this pile mirrors those of nwnerous other fearures found in the project area. ·. 

15. Upper portion of flight suit found. Detail shows definite cuts in material. 

16. Full flight suit modeled to show completeness. 

Enclosw-e 4 



SUMMARY OF FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES 
LCDR Ml:CHAEL S. SPEICHER, USN![ . .:: (:_b)(~) 

I. Other Crew Members 
None 

II. Day or night/Date/Weather 
Night (0352 local)/17 January 1991/No report on weather 

III. Mission 

IV. 

First night strike mission in vicinity of Baghdad, Iraq 

Aircraft loss -·Location/Terrain 
Aircraft failed to check in upon completi'on .of strike. 
Approximate position N33.00, E042.20 per VFA-81, N33.10, 
E044.40 per DIA/Overland 

v. · Aircraft Type/Unit/Call sign/Single ·or multiple place 
F/A-18/ VFA-81/AA-403/ Pilot of single seat aircraft 

VI. Communications from aircraft/member 
Last voice communication was after ccm;?ltitic·n of rJ?.fueling an·::. 
~=ior·to entering hostile territory. 

VII. Loss observed/Witnesses 
During debriefing, one air wing pilot reported having possibly 
seen an aircraft hit by air-to-air or surface-to-air fire, 
explode and subsequently crash. It cannot be positively 
determined if this was AA-403, but no other aircraft were 
lost during this strike. 

VIII. Search 
Search efforts initiated. There were no visual or audible 
signals. 

IX. Immediate assessment 

X. 

No firm information as to the fate 9f the pilot. Originally 
reported as KIA by Secretary of Defense Cheney. ~ 

Intelligence -~ 
Debrief of enemy POWs provided no information on this incident 
which would indicate LCDR Speicher's survival. 

XI. Propaganda 
None 

XII. Repatriated POW information 
No U.S. or Allied POWs held any information which would indicate 
LCDR Speicher's survival. 

XI·II. Status of Remains 
Conclusive evidence proved the remains provided by Iraqi 
government were not those of LCDR Speicher. 

-
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• WASHINGTQN. DC 2~06-aOCO ~ 

AFIP-OAFME 

~ :-:~.:-~;~~~ 
.. _ ... :~/ ·~·~?·: ~-~~ 

.-·- .. --- -·-·· ----
~OR.ANDUM FOR DEPARTMENT OF 'l'HE -NAVY,- BUREAU OF MEDICINE AND 

·sURGERY, ATTNr ·MORTUARY .AF!'ADtS BRANc:i, 
·-wASHINGTON 1 DC ·20372-5120 

SUBJECT: .:.·:oNA Testinq O! Dssert Storm Remains.- DSl-:256 . 

1 •. DNA testin·q has been completed on the remains of DSl-256 
~at were received at the Dover Pert Mortuary en 23 March 1991. 
Results contirm that these remains are net those of LCDR Michael /b.~/\ 
Scott Speicher, u.s. Navy,~ho was reported missing l~ ~~~ 
in· action on 17 January 1·9~.-,upport o! Operation 
~eser:. Storn, 

2. The remains identified as DSl-256 consisted of partially 
deco~posed portions of upper terse tissue, mainly skin, ~hich 

' were rscovered by Iraq offici~ls and rctu...~ed to Unite.d Stat.es: 
cant::-ol through the Red. Cross. No additional infcr:nation was 
available from ~he Iraq government as t~ why these remains were 
believed to be those of LCOR Spei~~er. . . 

·3. Comparison of DNA tests from the tissue sampie of DSl-256 
were made with DNA results obtained from sera cf LCDR Speicher-··.' 
stored (drawn July 1990) in the Dep~rtment ot Defense HIV 
repository, hair clippinqs from an electric shaver belonging to 
LCDR Speicher, and hair from a deodorant bar belonging to LCDR 
Speicher. DNA results were also compared with DNA tests run on 
oral swabs and plucked hairs from Joanna A.- Speichar (wife), 
Michaels. speic~er (son), and Meqhan L. Speicher (dauqhtar). 

4. Initially difficulty was enc:cunterad obt~ining genomic DNA 
test results from tha DSl-256 due to sample deqraQation, but 
eventually adequate results were obtained !ram plucked hafr 
samples found on the tissue. Fu~~er genomic system analysis 
a~e being completed. We initiated mito~~ondrial DNA testinq 
when genomic DNA testing was provinq dif~icult; this is still 
on-going. 

s. The DNA results ob~ained pe~i~tinq this exclusion ~are 
based on Polymerase. c~ain Reaction (PCR)-basad amplification 
"Alt\pFLP" testing usinq the human c;ene P.rcba, pMCT 118, by Marcia 
Eisenberg, PhD, at ~e Roche Biomedical Laboratories, Inc., 
Research Trianqle Park, North Ca:-olina. 'l'ha results are as 
follows: · . · 

\ 



AP':!P-OAFME 
SUBJECT: DNA Testinq O! Desert Storm Relnains - DSl-256 

Specimen: 

DSl-256 remains 
Michael s. Speicher {Son) 
Megban L. Speicher (Dauqh~er) 
Joanne A. Speicher {Wife) 

These results were produced en a polyacrylamide qel ·which 
yielde~ strcnq, una~iquous, technically-adequ~te results free 
of background noisa. 

6. ·potential challenqes with this testinq have been addressed, 
This exclusiQn is not erroneous on the basis of measurement 
icprecieion, as .the bands involved are not in close proximity to 
each other but are in different reqions of the qel. The 
exclusion is not e.:-roneous on the basis ot a "lost band" where 
the remains yielded a single homozy;ous band, because the 
pedigree constructed frotl Mrs. Spaiche:- 7!1~ ... -..:t.~.,~ ... ~ childt"eu. 

t~;;~:i:~e~~~i~D~:p·h~l: :;~l~~ 't!*~~hi~~l:rmore, 
the gel results are &tronq, clear, and tree of background · 
noise. The exclu~ion is not er~oneous due to a mutatiaral 
vent, because the possibility that this would happenua L 

is extremely. unlikely •. The exclusion _is not ·errone·ous 
ue to c ntamination,· as the psotmortem sample !or DNA testing 
as obtained by·pluckinq hair from the skin s~le ot DSl-256, 

hence the DNA was obtained from deep within the specimen. 
Again, the results were uneqt.! vocal, -with no hint of a second 
genotype in the ba · ound. 

7. These DNA ~es~ results definitely exclude LCDR Michaels. 
SpQicher as the origin o! those remains 16entified as 0Sl~256. 

a. Any add~ticnal question c~nce~ing these test shoul~·be 
di=e=~ad to MA:(P) Victor Weedn, MC, USA, Chief, ~ed Forces 
DNA Identification Laboratory, (202) 576-3288/2482 or (A) 
291-3:288/2482. -

/UUJ~~r· 
C~~D C. FRdtoE, M.D. . . 

r:ned Forcas Medical Examiner 

.-



-~ 

. 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD OF LCDR SPEICHER 

6 May 91: Spoke to or. Weedon (AF.ME). He relayed that remains 
they had been testing DNA for a possibility of match with LCDR 
Speicher is definitely NOT LCDR Speicher's remains. 

Remains consisted of scalp wjhair,.metal (originally thought t~ be 
bone) and fragments. They wer~. runninq it for a DNA sample 
originally without comparison. They were lookinq for. two kinds of 
DNA:· genomic and monochondrial (sp?). There are a lot more copies 
of monochondrial DNA and its easier to obtain, but they couldn't 
get this type DNA as a comparison frcm the children since it is 
only inherited from the mother. They had to contract with three 
other co~panies for some of DNA Testing. They had a ~ot of 
difficulty getting regular DNA. t~stinq out of sample. They knew 
their best chance was with monochondrial DNA, but they couldn •·t 
figure out how to do it. 

They finally got genomic DNA from the remains. This was enough to 
get something now from the family. 

I·~l2.:{ had tile problem ne.xt of receiving oral swabs that turned out 
"clean 11 and. had to go back to family for more, plus mother for 
reverse parenting. 

From the razor, ~~ey were able to qet hair shafts, but not roots. 
They needed roots for genomic DNA testing. Shafts only.·. have 
monochondrial DNA. They are ·still processing for monochondrial. 
DNA, but it will take a few weeks. Its not really used much. 

HIV serum test proved negative. It had already been processed to 
remove white blood cells. 

After obtaining new s~abs, they were able to get a·good set from 
family and.from remains. 

The hai:.-s they used to get DNA sample from remains were plucked and . 
roots used. The:::-efore sample was a · clean result and well 
representative. He has a lot of confidence in it. 

They got the same DNA result from both children, so ~~ere's no real 
chance of mistake on ~is. 

Dr. Weedon said tl'le remains are conclusively not LCDR Speicher. He 
can say they are a negative mate.,_ with strong convic-:ion. A 
positive result would not be easy to state so strongly. 

They are running results for more evidence, but he doesn't really 
need them. Its just good lab practice and helps de~onst:.-ate the 
conclusion to o~~e:::- people. 

P .. ....,~ ~-t.J( o(,~:-.d::s "ill Cr,PT e,._.J._ I LC.V\2 • 

. u·~- ~-~~ .. ~.~ ., t=- ()J:;?J ::;fb - 31..'/..7 /8 . 
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MEMORANDUM ·FOR THE RECORD OF LCDR SPE:ICHER 

29 APR 91: Called CACO, LCDR Salazar. Told him Navy ready to 
change status to KIA. Wanted to send CNP rep, CAPT Raebel ·to 
discuss efforts to date and change in status. CAPT CUrtin, 
CCMLATWING CO, personally visited Mrs. Speicher. Everyone decided 
there was no need for CAPT Raebel to visit Mrs. Speicher. 

Mr. Canik from Armed Forces Medical Examiner called. Said they. 
have a DNA fingerprint from the remains, but still need something 
to compare it to. Said Hrv test blood sample was too well processed 

. to· get anything from it. Oral swabs turned up absolutely negative 
- which indicates to them the swabs were not taken correctly or the· 
right ones not sent. They need to test the children and mother now 
inorder to do reverse paternity testing. They were able to get 
hair follicles from personal items to compare with hair on r~ains, 
but this is a slow, unrefined process • 

. , Lt Col Bason (sp?) called from JMAO (CENTCOM Mortuary Affairs). He 
~ said they were working on trying to qet a flight suit from ICRC 

that was possibly LCDR Speicher's. He mentioned the spelling ICRC 
t 2~d ~c-= b. is nc:...me \<:~c_s I-!ickc:-1. Ee said the fli_crht stl'i t. wouJ.d be sent. 
to Dover from Riyadh if they get it from ICRC. He is gone 1 May. 
NEW POC is· Major John McClullan, USAF, AV 968-5835/6/7. 

30 APR 91: LCDR Salazar called and confirmed no need for CAPT. 
Raebel to visit. Status change requested for 22 May. Memorial 
service or funeral (if remains identified) planned for sa~e day. 

'!"··-::-



No.sg.gs 
(703)69S.0192(medla) 
(703)697-31D(c0pies) 
(703)697-5737-) 

INTERNATIONAL C0MMrrrEE OF THE KED ClOSS LE.\DS t1.S, 
. -~ 

INVISTIGA'l10N lNTO DlAQ 

The Intema!icmal Committee cf the Red. Crass. with the cocp::atiml at me Govc:r 'mt=nt 
oflmq,. is leadinr: a team. in=ludinr. U.S. c:pe:t$, to ~ ~ e=ava= a c:uh lite af a 
u.s. pilct lost in 1991 d~ tho GalfW1:. Tb.i! .a:!S-t~O# is ,mat!y c ~~ d!c:t r.o 
;:.~:-·~<.~.: .. ·:~. :_·.:.,:: ~ /. ·--··~v;':.~~ ~~: \1.~ ~r~...,:.:i.;.H~ ~.;,\; ~·{~' ~·'i~~ S:~-rPw..~. • 

. . 

One: Unit;ci St==a ofSdala b&el ~cl\Wvo nidi:= Qf ~ ;:u.h iD ~ they ukcd the 
ICRC in its ap!cl.ty a$ l n~tral ~ to-~ &-to the cuh l!ts to set.;Ch !cr. . . 
r=mainJ Inti nsliYim mdlaal. Thl Iatelud .tam·i:Aludu I U.S. Gmropololilt and l1f4 
science t:chni;ian from tM U.S. Army's C!ntral ~= LibamtOl)' and. ai:c:aft c:uh ... 

The team travcl=d tg the c:n.sh site via 13 Q,t'hdsd Results will net be kxlowu until a b 

complete analysis :is ccmc:luded. 

The U.S. ~-=I I fi Wlt r=:nailli committed to cifttmninfng the fate. and if pcWble.. 
rep~atini the :m•tns of my t1.S. sem~ member JCJ: i%2 c=tllct. 

·END· 

~7'ER.NRT A v AlL.AlliiJTY: 'Ihi• docume~ ja avlil&bla = ~X. & Wcrld Wlc!a Wlb Setter= w 
lzucrnet.. at: h.r::;rJ/wwW .dtic.dl~dc:!z:Melinkl . 

_____ .. ··-
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Public Release Statement 

The International Committee of the Red Cross, with the 
cooperation of the Government of Iraq, is leading a team, including 
U.S. experts, to investigate and excavate a crash. site of a U.S. pilot 
lost in .1991 during the Gulf War. This mission is strictly a · 
humanitarian effort to account for an American pilot whose remains 
have never been recovered. 

Once United States officials had conclusive evidence of the 
crash ·site in Iraq, they asked the ICRC in its capacity as a neutral 
intermediary to send. a team to the crash site to search for remains 
and relevant evidence. The ICRC-led team. includes a U.S. 
anthropologist and. life science technician from the u.s. :AIInys . 
Central- Identification Laboratory and aircraft crash investigators. 

The team traveled to the crash site Via Baghdad. Results will 
not be knovtri UJJ.t.Tl a. comolete analvsis is concluded. . ~ 

The U.S. Government remains 
fate and, if possible, repatriating the 
member lost in conflict. 

DO NOT RELEASE WITHOUT AUTHORIZATION 

-
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From: Mike Brock 
Naval Aviation Depot . 
1126 Pocahontas St. 
Norfolk, VA 23511-2195 

To: Alan Liotta 
OSD/DPMO 
Suite 700B 
1300 Clarendon Blvd. 
Arlington, VA 22201 

~ 
-~ .. 

Dear Mr. Liotta: 

I have been informed by Naval Air Systems Command, Washington, D.C. that your 
activity has requested some photographic, dimensional, and operational information regarding the 
1v1artin-Baker SJU-SA ejection seat used in earlier versions of the F/A-18A/B. I presume this 
information involves a mishap of some sort, however, since I have not spoken to you directly I 
cannot ascertain exactly what type of information you truly need. Therefore, I have only enclosed 
some general information regarding the operation of the SJU-5A ejection seat system. 

Also, I have discussed this matter with an associate of mine, Mr. Peter Yost of the Naval 
Air Warfare Center, Warminster, PA and he will be sending some basic ejection seat dimensional 
information on my behalf. 

I understand that photographic information is highly desired. Depending on the 
circumstances of the ejection or non-ejection, damage characteristics can vary greatly. We 
currently have some mishap photographic data and this could be helpful if the circumstances were 
similar to a mishap you may be investigating. I should also note that some of these photos are 
privileged information and cannot be released, but can be viewed if necessary. 

If you have any further questions regarding Martin-Baker escape systems and need 
additional assistance please contact me at (804 )444-8416 or Peter Yost at (215)441-3094. 

Sincerest Regards, 

f~(l.(~) (,'· 
-~~--~ 

Aerospace Engineer 
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NOTE 

THERE ARE NO PROVISIONS FOR 
MANUAL BAILOUT IN THE EVENT 

OF EJECTION SEAT FAILURE 

SEQUENCING TIMES niDICATED ARE AFrER CATAPULT . 
FIRING (INITIAL SEAT MOVEMENT). TO DETERMINE TOTAL 
TIME, A TIME F.ACI'OR FOR "THE PERIOD BETWEEN PULLING 
THE EJECTION CONTROL HANDLE AND CATAPULT FIRING 
MUST BE ADDED TO THE FIGURES SHOWN. THIS TIME 
INTERVAL REPRESENTS THE TIME IT TAKES FOR CANOPY 
JETTISON AND IS APPROXIMATELY 0.30 SECONDS AT ZERO 
AIRSPEED. THERE IS AN ADDITIONAL 0.40 SECOND DELAY 
BET\VEEN THE REAR COCKPIT SEAT Al\"D THE COCKPIT 
SEAT IN F/A-18B AND F/A-lSD. 

WARNING I 
t~tiD-to-(D-t)to-ICAN 

MINIMUM ALTITUDES ARE DEPENDENT UPON DIVE ANGLE, 
AffiSPEED AND BANK ANGLE. RECOMMENDED MINIMUMS ARE 
10,000 FEET (AGL) IF OUT OF CONTROLLED FLIGHT AND 2,000 FEET 
(AGL) IN CONTROLLED FLIGHT. 

THE EJECTION SEQUENCE STARTS WHEN THE EJEariON CONTROL HANDLE IS PULLED 
UPWARD. . 

A IFF SWITCH ACTUATED, PIN PULLER POSITIONED, lliERTIA REEL POSITIONS 
CREWMEMBER, CANOPY IS JETTISONED. 

B CATAPULT IS FIRED (INITIAL SEAT MOVEMENT) CREWMEMBERS LEGS ARE 
RESTRAINED, EMERGENCY OXYGEN IS ACTIVATED, ELECTRICAL POWER IS 
DISCONNECI'ED, PERSONAL SERVICES (OXYGEN AND COMMUNICATIONS) 
BETWEEN-SEAT AND AIRCRAFT ARE DISCONNEGrED. DROGUE GUN AND TIME 
RELEASE MECHANISM TRIP RODS ARE TRIPPED. THE ROCKET MOTOR IS FIRED ON 

\,. COMPLETION OF FULL CATAPULT EXTENSION (APPROX. 76 lliCHES). 

C DROGUE GUN FffiES, CONTROLLER (PILOT) DROGUE AND STABILIZER DROGUE ARE 
DEPLOYED TO STABILIZE AND DECELERATE THE SEAT. 

Figure 6. Ejection Seat System Sequencing Schematic (Sheet 1) 
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ON HIGH ALTITUDE SEQUENCE • A~ AhtrTiiliEs ABOVE-"13,000 :t 1500 FEET AN 
ALTITUDE SENSING BAROSTAT (INTERNAL TIME RELEASE MECHANISM> PREVENTS 
PREMATURE DEPLOYMENT OF PERSONNEL PARACHUTE AND ALLOWS CREWMEMBER 
TO MAKE A RAPID DESCENT TO A SAFE ALTITillJE. 

NOTE 

IF EMERGENCY OXYGEN FAILS TO RELEASE AUTOMATICALLY 
UPON EJECTION, PULL THE MANUAL OXYGEN RELEASE RING 
(GREEN.RING) STOWED ON LEFI' SIDE OF SURVIVAL KIT CINBD) 
UNDERNEATH CUSHION. 

-- E AT ALTITUDES ABOVE 7,000 TO 8,000 FEET, THE TIME DE~AY (FOR PERSONNEL 
PARACHUTE DEPLOYMENT) IS CONTROLLED BY A G-CONTROLLER (INTERNAL TIME 
REL·EASE MECHANISM) WIDCH INTERRUPTS THE TIMING SEQUENCE UNT~ 
.DECELLERATION FORCE IS LESS THAN 3 G'S. AT ALTITUI)ES BELOW 7,000 TO 8,000 
FEET, THE TIME DELAY MECHANISM (1.50 SECONDS) STARTS WITHOUT 
INTERRUPTION. AFTER THE 1.50 SECOND DELAY, THE TIME RELEASE MECHANISM 
CARTRIDGE FIRES, RELEASING THE UPPER AND LOWER RESTRAINT MECHANISMS 
PARACHUTE MECHANICAL LOCK AND DROGUE SHACKLE FROM SCISSOR MECHANISM. 

F AT FULL DEVELOPMENT (OPENING SHOCK) OF PERSONNEL PARACHUTE, THE 
CREWMEMBER AND SURVIVAL KIT SEPARATE FROM: THE SEAT CHELD rn ONLY EY 
STICKBR CLIPS). RADIO BEACON IS ACTIVATED AT CREWMEMBER/SEAT SEPARATION. 

G NORMAL PARACHUTE DESCENT. 

H . SURVIVAL KIT DEVELOPEMENT- WHILE DESCENDING, CREWMEMBER (OPTION) MAY 
ACTIVATE SURVIVAL·KIT HANDLE AND OPEN KIT FOR DEPLOYMENT OF SURVIVAL. 
EQUIPMENT LIFE RAF:r. 

J AFTER ACC 446, FOLLOWING DESCENT AND LANDING IN SEA WATER, SEWARS IS 
ACTIVATED RELEASING CREWMEMBER FROM PERSONNEL PARACHUTE. 

Figure 6. Ejection Seat System Sequencing Schematic (Sheet 2) 
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Figure 6. Ejection Seat System Sequencing Schematic (Sheet ·.3) 



E 

/ 
c/ 

.J!l 

dJ~\~e? 
AB c E 

I I I I 
0.0 SEt 0.5 SEC 1.0 SEt 1.5 sri: 

LOW ALTITUDE SEQUENCE 

F 

I 

VVv v~ 
Page 22 

G 

I 
· 2.0 SEC 

1&AC-1~11>-{27-~ 

Figure 6. Ejection Seat System Sequencing Schematic (Sheet 4) 
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UFE RAFT INflAllOH IS INrMlm BY GRAvrTY 
~ 1liE CROP UHE IS FW.Y OOtHDED 
N1'ER SUIMV,tJ. tar OPENING. 

WARNING 

F 1HE SUIMV,tJ. KIT IS DEPLOYED AFTER 
LJ.NOING IN WATER. A SNATOi PUll. ON 1HE 
DROP U~ (NE'AR CXl:z~ REQUIRED 
TO Nl.ATE lliE UFr IWT. 
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Figure 6. Ejection Seat System Sequencing Schematic (Sheet 5) 
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Figure 1. Seat Bucket (25MAH558 or 25MAK559) Removal and Installation (Sheet 2) 
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Figure 1. Aircraft Seat Parachute A/P28S-24 (25MAH578 or 25MAK579)-
Removal and ·Installation (Sheet 2) . 
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31. SYSTEM OPERATION. 

32. The SAFE/ ARMED handle (WP005 03 and 
WP005 04) is set to the ARMED position (seat­
armed) when the aircraft is ready for flight. When 
in the ARMED position, the visible portion of the 
handle is colored with yellow and black markings 
and placarded as ARMED. When in the SAFE 
position, the visible p·ortion is colored white and 
·placarded as SAFE. 

The emergency escape sequencing system p~des 
for canopy jettison and ejection of seats in corTec:t 
sequence. The selection of sequencing is.made on 
the ejection selector in the rear cockpit. There are 
three selections: 

a. Normal- When sequence is initiated from 
the cockpit, both seats are ejected with the rear seat 
first. 'Vhen sequence is initiated from the rear 
coch.--pit only the~ seat is ejected. 

b. Solo - Selection is used when the rear cockpit 
is not used. . 

c. Aft - Both seats are ejected with the rear seat 
flrst when initiated from cockpit or rear cockpit. 

The ejection sequence starts when the ejection 
control handle is pulled. Upward movement of the 
ejection control handle removes two sears from the 
seat initiator, firing two cartridges within the seat 
initiator. 

33. FIRING SEQUENCE. Ejection seat firing· 
sequence (WP005 03) is operateci"by ballistic gas 
pressure and SMDC explosive stimulus traveling 
through the system. Ballistic gas pressure produced 
by the right cartridge in the ejection seat initiator 
25GPJ501 is routed through the system in the 
sequence listed below: 

a. Actuates the pin puller 25GPJ532. 

b. Fires the inertia reel25GPH503 cartridge. 

c. Fires the gas to SMDC initiator 25GPJ505 
which: 

(1) Fires the canopy jettison system 
(WP006 00) by way of the one-way transfer valve 
20GPK530. 

uu~ u~ 
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(2) Activates the IFF switch 78S-K005 
(Al·FlSAC-600-100, WP023 00 and WP024 00). 

-d. Fires the 0.30 second delay initiator 
25GPJ529. 

34. Ballistic gas pressure produced by tlie left 
cartridge in the ejection seat initiator 25GPH501 is 
routed through the system in the sequence listed 
below: 

. a. Fires the 0~0 seeond delay initiator 
25GPH530. 

b. Ballistic gas pressure from either or both · 
0.30 second delay initiators 25GPJ529 and 
25GPJ530 fU"eS the primmy cartridge in the 
catapult 25GPH508 by way of the manifold check · 
valve 25GPH507. 

c. For CATAPULT FIRING AND INITIAL 
SEAT MOVEMENT, go to paragraph 45. 

35. COCKPIT INITIATED FIRING SEQUENCE 
(NORMAL Selection). Ejection seat firing sequenc 
(WP005 04) is operated by ballis.tic gas pressure 
and SMDC explosive stimulus traveling through th• 
system. Ballistic gas pressure produced by the right 
cartridge in the cockpit ejection seat initiator 
25GPJ501 is routed through the system in the 
sequence listed below: 

a. Activates the cockpit ejection seat pin puller 
25GPJ532. 

b. Fires the cockpit ejection seat inertia reel 
25GPH503 cartridge. 

c. Fires the cockpit gas to SMDC initiator 
25GPJ505,. which: 

(1) Arms the sequencer 25GPK527. 

(2) Fires the canopy jettison system 
(WP007 00), by way of the ejection selector 
25MAL521 (INPUT to NORM) and one-way 
transfer valves 25GPL523 and 25GPL524. 

(3) Fires the 0.40 second delay initiator 
25GPK528. 

(4) Fires the rear cockpit SMDC to gas 
initiator 25GPK517. 



(5) Activates the rear ·cockpit ejection seat 
pin puller 25GPL5.S3. 

(6) Fires the rear cockpit ejection seat 
inertia reel 25GPK514 cartridge. 

(7) Fires the rear cockpit ejection seat 0.80 
second delay initiator 25GPL518. 

(8) Fires the prinwy cartridge in the rear 
cockpit ejection seat catapult 25GPK520 by way of 

-- the rear cockpit ejection seat manifold check valve 
25GPK519. 

d. At this point in the fuing sequence, only the_ 
rear cockpit ejection seat catapult has fired. For 
CATAPULT FffiiNG AND INITIAL SEAT 
MOVEMENT, go to paragraph 45. For continuation 
of dual ejection sequence, go to step e. 

e. Explosive stimulus from the 0.40 second 
delay initiator 25GPK528 fu-es the 0.30 second 
delay initiato:- 25GPK526, which by way of the 
sequencer 25GPK527: 

(1) Activates the IFF switch 78S-L005 
(Al-FlSAC-600-100, WP023 00 and WP024 00). 

(2) Fires the cockpit SMDC to gas initiator 
25GPH511. 

36. Ballistic gas pressure produced by the left 
cartridge in the cockpit ejection seat initiator 
25GPJ501 is routed through the system in the 
sequence listed below: 

a. Fires the 0.75 second delay initiator 
25GPH510. 

· · b. Ballistic gas pressure from either or both the 
0.75 second delay initiator 25GPH510 or the SMDC 
to gas initiator 25GPH511 fires the primary 
cartridge in the cockpit ejection seat catapult 
25GPH508, by way of the cockpit ejection seat 
manifold check valve 25GPH507. 

c. At this point in the firing sequence both 
catapults have fired. For CATAPULT FIRING 
AND lliiTIAL SEAT MOVEMENT, go to 
paragraph '45. 

37. ·REAR COCKPIT INITIATED FIRING SEQUENCE 
(NORMAL Selection). Rear cockpit ejection seat 
firing sequence (WP005 04) is operated by ballistic 
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gas pressUre aiicl-8MDC explosive stimulus traveling 
through the system. Ballistic gas pressure produced 
by the right cartridge in the rear cockpit ejection 
seatinitiator 25GPL512 is routed through the 
system in the sequence listed below: 

a. Actuates the rear cockpit ejection seat pin 
puller 25GPL533. 

b. Fires the rear cockpit ejection seat inertia 
ree125GPK514 cartridge. 

c. Fires the 0.80 second delay initiator 
25GPL518. 

d. Fires the rear cockpit gas to SMDC initiator 
25GPL516, which: 

(1) Fires the canopy jettison system 
(WP007 00), by way of the one-way transfer valve 
25GPL"!A. 

(2) Fires the 0.40 second delay initiator 
25GPK528. 

(3) Fires the 0.30 second delay initiator· 
25GPK526. 

e. At this point in the flring sequence, explosive 
stimulus stops at the sequencer 25GPK527, 
preventing activation of the IFF switch 78S-L005 
and initiation of the cockpit ejection seat. For 
continuation of the firing sequence, go to paragraph 
38. 

88. Ballistic gas pressure produced by the left 
cartridge in the rear cockpit ejection seat initiator 
25GPL512 is routed· through the system in the 
sequence listed below: 

a. Fires the 0.30 second delay initiator 
25GPK522. 

b. Ballistic gas pressure from either or both 
0.30 second delay initiators 25GPL518 and 
25GPK522 fu-es the primary cartridge in the rear 
cockpit ejection seat catapult 25GPK520, by way of 
the rear cockpit ejection seat manifold check valve 
25GPK519. 

( 

( 



c. At this point in the firing sequenrie, oniy the 
rear cockpit ejection seat catapult has f1red. The 
cockpit ejection seat and IFF switch activation must 
be initiated from the cockpit. 

d. For CATAPULT FIRING AND INITIAL 
SEAT MOVEMENT, go to paragraph 45. 

39. COCKPIT INITIATED FIRING SEQUENCE 
(SOLO Selection). Ejection seat fuing sequence 
(WP005 04) is operated by ballistic gas pressure 
and SMDC explosive stimulus traveling through the 
. system. Ballistic gas pressure produced by the right 
cartridge in the cockpit ejection seat initiator 
25GPJ501 is routed through the system in the· 
sequence listed below: 

a. Activates the cockpit ejection seat pin puller 
25GPJ532. 

b. Fires the cod:pit ejection seat bert.ia red 
25G PH503 cartridge. 

c. Fires the gas to SMDC initiator 25GPJ505, 
which: 

(1) Arms the sequencer 25GPK527. 

(2) Fires the canopy jettison system 
(WP007 00), by way of the ejection selector 
25MAL521 (INPUT to SOLO), and the one-way 
transfer valve 25GPK525. 

(3) Fires the 0.30 second delay initiator 
25GPK526. 

(4) Activates the IFF switch 788-1005 
(Al-FlSAC-600-100, WP023 00 and WP024 00), by 
way of the sequencer 25GPK527. · 

(5) Fires the SMDC to gas initiator 
25GPH511. 

d. At this point in the fuing sequence, eXplosive 
stimulus is prevented from initiating the rear 
cockpit ejection seat by the ejection selector 
25MAL521 and the one-way transfer valve 

·· 25GPL524. For continuation of the fuing sequence, 
·go to paragraph 40. 

40. Ballistic gas pressure produced by the left 
cartridge in the cockpit ejection seat initiator 

-~~ uc. 
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-25GPJ501 is routed through the system in the 
sequence listed below: 

2:_Fires the 0.75 second delay initiator 
25GPH510. 

b. Ballistic gas pressure from either or both the 
0.75 second delay initiator 25GPH510 or the SMDC 
to gas initiator 25GPH511 fll'eS the primary 
cartridge in the cockpit -ejection seat catapult 
25GPH508, by way of the cockpit ejection seat 
manifold check valve 25GPH507. · 

c. At this point in ~he _f~g sequence, only the 
cockpit catapult has.fired and the IFF switch is 
activated. The rear cockpit ejection seat remains in 
the aircraft. 

d.· For CATAPULT FIRING AND INITIAL 
SEAT MOVEMENT, go to parSgraph 45 .. -~.:. · 

41. COCKPIT INITIATED FIRING SEQUENCE (AFT 
Initiate Selection). Ejection seat firing sequence 
(WP005 04) is operated by ballistic gas pressure 
and SMDC explosive stimulus traveling through the 
system. Ballistic gas pressure produced by ·the right 
cartridge in the cockpit ejection seat initiator 
25GPJ501 is routed through the sj'stem in the 
sequence listed below: 

a Actuates the cockpit ejection seat pin puller 
25GPJ532. 

b. Fires the cockpit ejection seat inertia reel 
25GPH503 cartridge. 

c. Fires the cockpit gas to SMDC initiator 
25GPJ505, which: 

(1) Arms the sequencer 25GPK527. 

(2) Fires the canopy jettison system 
(WP007 00), by way of the ejection selector 
25MAL521 (INPUT to AFT INITIATE) and the 
one-way transfer valve 25GPL524. 

(3) Fires the 0.40 second delay initiator 
25GPK528. 

(4) Fires the rear cockpit SMDC to gas 
initiator 25GPL517. 



(5) Actuates the rear cockpit ejection ~t 
pin· puller 25GPL533. 

(6) Fires the rear cockpit ejection seat 
inertia reel 25GPK514 cartridge. 

(7) Fires the rear cockpit ejection seat 0.30 
second delay initiator 25GPL518. 

(8) Fires the primary cartridge in the rear 
cockpit ejection seat catapult 25GPK520, by way of 
the rear cockpit ejection seat manifold check valve 
25GPK519. · 

d. At this point in the fuing sequence, only the 
rear cockpit ejection seat catapult has fired. For 
CATAPULT. FffiiNG AND"INITIAL SEAT 
MOVEMENT, go to paragraph 45. For continuation 
of dual ejection sequence, go to step e. 

e. Explosive stimulus from the 0.40 second 
delay initiator 25GPK528 fll'es the 0.30 second 
delay initiator 25GPK526, which, by way of the 
sequencer 25GPK527, initiates the following: 

(1) Activates the IFF switch 788-1005 
(Al-FlSAC-600-100, WP023 00 and WP024 00). 

(2) Fires the cockpit SMDC to gas initiator 
25GPH511. 

42. Ballistic gas pressure produced by the left 
cartridge in the cockpit ejection seat initiator 
·25GPJ501 is routed through the system in the 
sequence listed below: 

a Fires the 0.75 ·second delay initiator 
25GPH510. 

b. Ballistic gas pressure from either or both the 
0.75 second delay initiator 25GPH510 or the SMDC 
to gas initiator 25GPH511, fires the prirnar)r 
cartridge in the cockpit ejection seat catapult 
25GPH508, by way of the cockpit ejection seat 
manifold check valve 25GPH507. 

c. At tfl:is point in the finng sequence, both 
catapults have fired. For CATAP~T FIRING 
AND rniTIAL SEAT MOVEMENT, go to 
paragraph 45. . 

43. REAR. COCKPIT INITIATED FIRING SEQUENCE 
(AFT Initiate Selection). Ejection seat firing 
sequence (WP005 04) is operated by ballistic gas 
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pressure and -SMDC explosive stimulus traveling 
through the system. Ballistic gas pressure produced 
by the right cartridge in the rear cockpit ejection 
seat-initiator 25GP-h512 is routed through the 
system in the sequence listed below: 

a. Actuates the rear cockpit ejection seat pin 
puller 25GPL533. 

b. Fires the rear cockpit ejection sea~ inertia 
reel 25GPK514 cartri"dge. 

c. Fires the 0.30 second delay initiator 
25GPL518. 

· d. Fires the rear cockpit gas to SMDC initiator 
25GPL516, which: 

(1) Fires the canopy jettison system 
C\VP007 00), by way of the one-vmj• transfer valve 
25GPL524. 

(2) Fires the 0.40 second delay initiator 
25GPK528. 

(3) Arms the sequencer 25GPK527 (INPUT 
A), by way of the ejection selector 25MAL521 (AFI' 
INITIATE to INPUT). . 

(4) Fires the cockpit SMDC to gas initiator 
25GPJ506, which: 

(a) Actuates the cockpit ejection seat 
pin puller 25GPJ532. 

(b) Fires the cockpit ejection seat 
inertia reel 25GPH503 cartridge. 

44. Ballistic gas pressUre produced by the left 
cartridge in the rear cockpit ejection seat initiator 
25GPL512 is routed through the system in the 
sequence listed below: 

a. Fires the rear cockpit ejection seat 0.30 
second delay initiator 25GPK522. 

b. Ballistic gas pressure from either or both 
rear cockpit ejection seat 0.30 second delay 
initiators 25GPL518 and 25GPK522 fires the 
primary cartridge in the rear cockpit ejection 

.( 

( 

( 
' 
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seat catapult 25GPK520, by way of th~ ~ ~~ekpit 
ejection seat manifold check_ valve 25GPK519. 

c. At this point in the firing sequence, o~he 
rear cockpit ejection seat catapult has fu-ed. For 
CATAPULT FffiiNG AND INITIAL SEAT 

·MOVEMENT, go to paragraph 45. For continuation 
of dual ejection sequence, go to step d. 

d. Explosive stimulus from the 0.40 second 
delay initiator 25GPK528 is routed through the 
system in the sequence listed below: 

(1) Fires the 0.30 second delay initiator 
25GPK526. 

(2) Explosive stimulus travels across the 
sequencer 25GPK527, (INPUT B to OtrrPUT B). 

(3) Activates the IFF switch 78S-L005 
(Al-FlBAC-600-100, WP023 00 and WP024 00). 

(4) Fires the cockpit SMDC to gas initiator 
25GPH511. 

(5} Fires the primary cartridge in the 
cockpit ejection seat catapult 25GPH508, by way of 
the cockpit ejection seat manifold check valve 
25GPH507. 

e. At this point in the fll'ing sequence, both 
catapults have fired. For CATAPULT FilliNG 
AND INITIAL SEAT MOVEMENT, go to 
paragraph 45. 

45. CATAPULT FIRING AND INITIAL SEAT 
MOVEMENT. 

46. Ballistic gas pressure produc~ by the catapult 
primary cartridge causes the inner and intermediate 
pistons within the catapult to rise (seat attached), 
releasing the top latch mechanism (initial seat 
movement). The secondary cartridges within the 
catapult fLre progressively as the rising pistons are 
exposed to the heat and pressure of the primary 
cartridge gas. Progressive firing of the catapult 
secondary cartridges provide a relatively even gas 
pressure during catapult extension to prevent 
excessive G-force build up during ejection. 

-"1-C]; As the eeat moves upward: 
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a. The emergency oxygen system is activated. 

~ A trip rod withdraws the flring lixlk from the 
drogue gun starting a 0.50 internal timer~ 

c. A trip rod withdraws the firing link from the 
time release mechanism.. 

4. Aircraft electrical power is disconnected. 

e. Personal services (oxygen and 
communication) between seat and aircraft are 
disconnected. 

f. The leg restraint lines are drawn through the 
snubbing units and restrain the crewmembers legs 
to the seat bucket. When the leg restraint lines 
become taut, the upper portion of the leg restraint 
line shears (by way of a 'shear ring) from the-tower 
portion attached to the floor bracket. Forward 
movement of the lines is prevented by the snubbing 
units. 

g. After 72 inches of catapult extension, the 
rocket motor initiator is fired by a· cable attached tc 
the drogue gun trip rod. Ballistie· gas pressure 
produced by the cartridge within the rocket motor 
initiator is routed to a pressure actuated fuing 
mechanism located on the rocket motor. The firing 
mechanism fires the rocket motor. Flame and 
pressure ignite the rocket motor propellant grain. 
The thrust of the rocket motor is approximately 
4500 pounds for 0.25 seconds. 

48. SEAT SEPARATION FROM AIRCRAFT. 

49. At 76 inches of catapult extension, the catapult 
inner piston separates from the intermediate piston 
The seat is now clear of aircraft. 

50. The nozzles on one side of the rocket motor 
have a larger port than on the opposite side. On 
single seat configuration, the nozzle configuration 
causes an angular trajectory to the left of the 
aircraft. On dual seat configuration, the cockpit sea 
trajectory is to the right and rear cockpit seat 
trajectory is to the left. On dual seat configuration,· 
the rear seat will leave the aircraft first. 



51. The drogue gun primary cartridge fires after a 
0.50 second delay, propelling the piston from the 
drogue gun barrel. The inertia of the piston extracts 
the parachute flap closure pin and deploys the 22 
inch controller drogue which deploys the 60 inch 
stabilization and retardation drogue. The 0.50 
second time delay allows maximum altitude to be 
reached by the time the drogues are fully 
developed. The seat is stabilized and decelerated by 
the drogues, which are held to the seat by the 
acissor mechanism. 

· 52. If the drogue gun primary cartridge fails to fire, 
ballistic gas pressure will pass to the drogue gun 

. w:hen .the time release ·mechanism ru-es. This gas 
drives a fning pin forward, shearing its retaining 
pin, and the secondary drogue gun cartridge is fired 
resulting in drogue deployment. Should both the 
drogue gun primary and time release mechanism 
cartridges fail to fire, operation of the MANUAL 
OVERRIDE HANDLE will fire the manual override 
initiator cartridge, copying the function of the TRhi 
and firing the drogue gun secondary cartridge. 

53 .. An internal altitude sensing barostat prevent.F 
the time delay mechanism from starting 11~ altitudes 
above 13,000 ± 1,500 feet. The barostat ·makes sure 
the crewmember is brought rapidly, but controlled, 
down through the upper atmosphere following an 
ejection at high altitude. At altitudes above 7,000 to 
8,500 feet the time delay for deployment of the 
personnel parachute is controlled by an internal 
G-controller which interrupts the timing sequence 
until deceleration force is less than 3G's. This 
results in lower parachute opening loads in this 
altitude range. At altitudes below 7,000 to 8,500 
feet, the time delay mechari.ism (1.50 second) starts 
without interruption. Mter the 1.50 second time 
delay, the time release mechanism cartridge fll'es 
releasing: 

a. Upper;estraint mechanism. 

b. Lower restraint mechanism. 

- -c. Parachute mechanical lock. 
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d. Drogue shackle from the scissor mechanism. 

54. The drogues (now free from the scissor 
mechanism) deploy the personnel parachute. The 
personnel parachute, when fully developed, lifts the 
crewmember and 'the survival kit from the seat 
pulling the sticker clip itrap lugs from their clips. 
This makes sure there is no possibility of collision 
between seat and crewmember after separation. The 
radio beaccm activates at ctewmember/seat · 
separation and a normal parachute descent follows. 

55. While descending in the parachute, the 
crewmember can actuate the survival kit handle 
(located on the rear right side) to open the kit 

.halves, which allows deployment and automatic 
inflation of the life raft. The life raft and survival 
kit items (hP\d ·.;;-ithin an equipm~t bag) are 
co,.,~ceted by a lanyard to the survival kit lid, 
attached to the crewmember. 

56. On ejection seats after ACC 446, an auto~tic 
backup method of releasing the parachute canopy 
when landing in sea water following an emergency 
ejection is installed. Sea Water Activated Release 
System (SEAW.ARS) is made up of two releases 
mounted outboard of the quick release fittings 
connected on the parachute risers. Each release has 
an electronics package (sensor), battery, cartridge 
and canopy release fitting. Submersion in sea water 
activates the sensors, which mechanically release 
the parachute risers. from the crewmember's torso 
harness. With SEA WARS installed, the normal 
procedures for connecting and releasing the quick 
release fittings are the same. 

( 

( 



--· 

··:\ .·: ~ .. ~ .. · . ·.~ ..... ~ 
: ··~. · .. . ; . 

. :'· ·:., . . . 

.... · 

AN AMERICAN HERO: SCOTT WAS . 

A PATRIOT WHO LOV£DTO 

A. Y. BUT HE DE£P1. y LOVED HIS 

FAMll Y, TOO. WHElHER 

R£LAXmG WHILE OFF-DUTY 

ON THE.S.Wroo.t 

(TOP RlGHT) OR WRmNG 

A LAST l1TTIR (CINTtR), 

HtS THOUGHTS wru 



UKE MANY ANOTHER PILOrS WIFE, JO­
ANNE SPEICHER W~ TERRIFIED THAT HER 
HUSBAND WOULD DIE IN THE SKIES OVER THE 
GULF. ·BUT SHE BRUSHED ASIDE HER FEARS-UNTIL 
SHE HEARD THE TERRIBLE NEWS. HERE, THE MOVING 
STORY OF THE FlRST CASUALlY IN OPERATION 
DESERT STORM. BY KATHRYN CASEY 

J 
oA.,.,~ Sp<:m:~"-~' t1:;!(:·. i11 l·r:.- :'!(;r":::; 

0 ~hici< crown ~nve!upe :hs! ~~.: 
sm~!~s somewho~ fci~ttl:-• u~ b.sl:: 

~eo air one jet fvel. .. It's th~ WC)" h~ 

used to smell when he came home," 
she says, taking a deep breath . 
. Inside the envelope ore the ~onol 

effects of he.· husband, Scott, the first 
· casualty of Operation Desert Storm: a 

red nylon we net with his driver's li­
cense, aedit cord and pictures of their 
children, Meghon, four, and Michael, 
two; c slender gold wedding bond; 
and a pair of gold aviator's win~ .. 

'1 think maybe Scott kne'W' •.• like I 
did," JoAnne says, running her finge~ 
gently over · (continued on page 197} 
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• WINGS OF LOVE 
·continued 

I she mfgli .. t nave upset him, and she quickiy wrote him 
1 a reassuring letter. . 
: Nothing happened during the day of January 15, but 
i that night, after JoAmle turned on CNN, she-like much 

of America-learned that the air wax had bee;un. 
: •1 knew right away that Scott would be in the first 
: strike, .. she says proudly. "He was so good.'' Her fear gave 

way to ucitement as she stayed up until midnight watch­
~g even~ unfold. And when another Navy wife called 
looking frantically £or hope, JoAnne told her. "Our gu~ 
are going to be home soon. I promise ... 

Her euphoria didn't last long. The next morning, JoAnne 
. beard a TV repotter talking about a downed F-18. Though 
i she was momentarily shaken, she :reassured, herself that t! 
! it had been Scott's plane, she would have been told. On TV. 
l JoAnne recalls, the reporting beca1;1e more frenzied aa the 
1 morning wore on. At first the F·l8 was referred to as a 
i Navy· plane. Minutes later, a television correspondent re .. · 
1 £erred to it as a Marine jet. 

l "I told myself that no news was good news." JoAnn~ 
says."' called the other wives in Scott's squadron, and my 

I mother and sisters, and said, 'Don't wony.' " 
i But a.s JoAnne t!illted on the phone that aftemoo~. she 
1 beard a ca.r door close. She looked out the screen -~r 

.:...~·'1!':-J.J•~-""'- 1 toward :.ile driveway and saw the admiral of Cecil Field, 
t~;: local base, the commodore, the commodore's wife and 
the chaplain. The men were in their dress blues. 

-rhey didn't have to say a thing," JoAnn~ recalls. her 
eye& lilling with tears. "rhe first thi.og I asked was, 'How 
did it happen? II 

Scott's last hours ::: ~ 

For JoAnne, the first few days following the news about 
her husband are a blur.· As sbe had suspected. Scott, the 
first casualty of the war, had been in the conflict's first 
air strike. Sometime after the bombing began, another 
fighter pilot reported seeing an explosion in western Iraq 
near the targets Scott had been assigned to bomb. The 

I 
commodore· at Cecil Field later said that it w35 probably 
Scott's plane being hit by a surface-to-air missile. 

. Technically, Scott was listed as missing in action. But 
! although the military couldn't rule out the possibility that 

I 
he had somehow miraculously survived, there had been no 
radio contact. and authorities held out virtually no hope. 

1 Word spread quickly that Scott was the downed F-18 • 
pilot,' and the Speichers' house began filling with family 
and friends. One woman, who had lost her first husband in 
a a ash seven yea.rS earlier, staffed the phone, taking calls . 
from. repot"tett' and sympathizers. JoAnne sat on the couch. 
somewhat dazecL and talked witb her visitors. ~te.r, they 
would tell her that she had taken the news. well. 

In the midst of her grief, and the near-chaos in her 
house, JoAnne thought or her children. Michael played on 
obliviously, but JoAnne knew she ha.d to talk to Meghan. 

l.I\ her daughter's cheerful bedroom, JoAnne asked 
· I Megh.an iC .she understood why the house was filleii with 

people. "'No." the little girl replied. "It's because they have 
to tell me about Daddy," JoAnne said gently. "Something 
happened to Daddy's airplane." Meghan sat quietly consid­
ering her mother's words before venturing, "My daddy?" 

"Yup: JoAnne replied. 

"I didn't want him to be scared" 
JoAnne slept uneasily that night. In the back of her mind were 
some heartbreaking questions: What were. Scott's final. mo­
ments like? Did he know he was going to die._, The next 

.

1 

morning, determined not to break the routine she had estab-
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• WINGS OF LOVE 
continued from page 135 

the wings, which she gave him last 
July, when he made lieutenant com­
mander on hiD thirty-second birthdAy. 

The Spaichers' battleship-gray ranch 
house, in Jacksonville, Florida, is 
filled with mementos of Scott's life. 
Book& on flying fill the -living-room 
shelves, and pictures of the sleek 
planes he -flew cover the walls~ In t.he 
VCR, there's a video of Scott ~lashing 
in the backyard pool, blowing bubble& 
with his two young children. 

.rvJe made it last summer, before he 
shipped out,"' says JoAnne, thirty-two, a 
slender woman with a aown of brown 
curls. "He was wonied that Michael w~ 
so small he would forget him." 

What Scott Speicher loved most in 
the world, next to his family, ~as fiy· 

. ing-the r"-Sh SI' adrenaline when he 
•piloted his F-18 Hornet toward the end 
of the runway on the massive 3.irc:raft 
carrier Saratoga. 

Flying hadn't always been part of 
Scott's career plan; when he met Jo­
Anne, a marketing student, at Florida 
State Unive:-city in 1977, he was a 
business major, one year e.he3.d ofhu. 
But after hie first job interview. he 
told JoAnne ~\at a ni.ne-to.five office 
job wasn't for him. . 

'1 can't &it behind a desk every day," 
he told her.· "I want to fly." Scott had 
never piloted a plane, but since child­
hood. he'd heard stories frorn his fa. 
ther, a World War II fighter pilot. 

'1 was behind him all the way,.,. Jo­
Anne savs. '1 said, 'Go for it.'" 

One ~onth after graduation, he 
was in naval officers' training school 
in Pensacola. florida.. From the begin· 
ning he was an exceUent pilot, and 
over the years h.is superiors singled 
him out a..s an exceptional achiever. 

J oA.nn.e and Scott man-i ed t'Wo and a 
half years after he en t.ered the m.ilit.aiy­
loo.g enough for him to finish training 
and for her to 'WOrk for a v.-b.ile as an 
a.!llrtant department-store buyer. De­
spite the couple's happiness, death was 
always a presence; just four days before 
their Navy weddi~ a.t Cecil Field in 
December 1983, a close friend died fiying 
ma.neuven. over Oca.ls National Forest. 

Scott. mindful of the danger he !aced. 
habitu.aJlv m.ade sure his affairs were in 
order before leaving oc deployments, 
which could last several months. 

"If anythmg hap~ns to me, you 
know what to do?" he'd Qui% JoAnne. 
"YetJ." she'd answer. "I hated to get 
into it," ahe says now. sighing. "But it 
was always m the back of your mind." 

Her fean seemed more frighte.ningly 
plausible than ever after lraq invaded 
Kuwrut last Augu£t, and the Sarat.cga 
received orders to head for the Persian 

:: 

Anne's Honey Mustard Masterpieces . 
Pq~__r P,~red Good Seasons• Honey MllStard Dressing over chicken 
pariS; Marinate in refrigerator at least 3 hours. Cook as desired. 
You Make It Fresh. You Make It Best."" 
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Gulf: Watching the news together one 
night before the c:arrier left, JoAnne 
ahuddered slightly and &aid to her hu.&­
band, "Oh, GOO. I hope we don't have 
to go to wax." 
Sea~. reluctant to !~ave his family 

yet exhilarated at the prospect of put­
ting into action everything he had 
praeti~d for the p3.St d~de, turned 
to her and said, "How could you say 
that? That's my job." 

An ordinary good-bye 
August 7, the morning Scott went 
ofi to war. was like any other in the 
Speicher householcL JoAnne kissed 
him good·bye at the front door; Mi· 
c.ha.el and Megh.an wave<i as he drove 
away. 'This was a part of our lives," 
she say£. "It was like a regular day." 

As the months passed, JoAnne set­
tled into her normal routine when 
Sa>tt was gone. Sbe got Meghan ready 
for preschool three mo~ a week, 
and on Wednesdavs Michael went to a 
baby-sitting proiram, Mothers' Day 
Out, at a local ehurcb.. Three times a 
week, JoAnne '9:ent to an aerobics 
class with other Navy wivea, and 
sometimes on Friday nigbb they'd all 
meet at a local rest-aurant for dinner. 

Ten dayG 3iter Scott left, his letters 
begzui arriving. They were scrawled on 

·yellow legal paper, s.nd he often signed 

them "Spike," his Navy call name. AI· 
though JoAnne had never before kept 
Scott's l~tters, this time ehe filed each 
one lo\ingly in her top dresser drawer. 

JoAnne v.-ant.ed to write him with only 
good news, bnt there was one disappoint· 
ment: Before Scott left, they had tried tc 
conce.i,•e their third child. "I had to v."rite 
and tell him that it ba.dn't happened," 
she saye. "'I was disappointed. He was. 
too. Later I felt like there was a rea_~n 
it hadn't happened." . 

-r>on't wony about it." Scott WTOte :1er 
in reply. 'We11 do it. There's time." 

Tensions in the Gulf escalated that 
fall, a:;d at home JoAnn~ fougb: to 
keep her family life as normal as ~o;si· 
ble. But e. few days after Thanksg{y;..og, 
the United Nations Security Counci! 
passed its historic resolution sanction­
ing tb.! use of force if Iraqi tt-oops did 
not lea,·e Kuwait by January 15 .. o\s 
the day! ticked away, JoAnne's fear 
became alr:1ost overwhelming. 

Her resolution to hide her ten-or 
from Sco:t gave way after Christmas. 
when she wrote her husband for the 
first time that she was "scared, reallv 
scared." Scott wrote back, ''You k-co.;., 
that I 2Jr. c:omplete.ly proficient in :~is 
airplane. 1"11 be home. I guarantee 1 t." 

"Why did he keep saying th.&t-·1 
guarantee it'?" J oA.o.ne asks !'oftly 
no~:. She felt guilty that (contino..;~dJ 
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lished for the children, she drove 
Meghan to preschool. 

Though she continued to be troubled 
by what she didn't know about- her 
husband's death, on the following 
Sunday-her thirty-second birthday~ 
JoAnne uked a friend to send a tele­
gram to President Bush. "' wanted 
him to know I wasn't angry," she says 
now. ln the telegram abe told the 
President that she and Sc:ott "support-­
ed you then. and I support you now 
with all my heart." . 

About a week later, a reply arrived 
from the White Houae. The two--page 
handwritten letter, signed by the 
President, said. "I am proud or your 
wonderful husband, and I will never 
forget · him. Sometimes God acts in 

:- . strange waye-ways we do not under­
stand right away ... A separate letter 
from Barbara Bush added, "I know 
your precious husband would be so 
proud of you." 

In . the next few week$, letters con­
tinued to arrive from Seo~e ones 
he'd posted in the days pre"'...edillg his 
death. Each time one arrived. the 
woman who delivered the mail-e:snied 
it to JoAnne'e door with tean in her 
eyes. Inside wu page after page ofyel-

·Iow legal paper, filled with Scott's last 
thoughts. Always, Scott usured her 
that the Sara.ttJgas duties would &OOn 
be over and he would be coming home. 

Anne pt!t some SilliJ?- in her bean 
Microwave prepared Good Seasons• DreSsing in the cruet for 30 
seconds at high. Cruet may be hot Pour qver hot cooked vegetabl 
You Make It Fresh. Yon Make It Bes~t.:."'_...--~--.._ 
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her loss well, emotionally JoAnne was 
numb. Then on a Wednesday night, two 
weeks after she'd learned of Scott's · 
death, she sat in the living room with a 
friend who seemed determined to make 
J oAnn.e face her fears and r::ry. He ta.lksd 
with her until two-thirty A.M.., when J o­
Anne at last admitted that there were 
things she found too horrible to faee: "' 
didn't want Scott to know. I didn't want 
hlm to be acared for one second, I didn't 
want him to ~ 'Oh, DO, fm going 
down:" JoAnne remembers. "And I 
couldn't bear the thought Oi having a 
service and having nothing to bury. • 

Two daY3 later, the brown envelope 
containing Scott Speicher'& most per­
sonal effecb arrive<l. Besides his wal­
let, wedding ring and the gold wings, 
JoAnne found a white envelope dated 
January 16, 1991-the day before 
Scott died. "It was funny," J oA.nne 
!ay8. "All along 1 knew that there 
would be one more letter." 

• Aa I sit down to write t.h.i! letter," 
Scott wrote, "thing-& in thi& part of the 
world seem to grow mare inte:ns.e every 
hour ... I am m.are certain that our 
a.irwing will be called upon ... If you 
are read.ing this letter, it will be for one 
of two re.a.eoru: 1) I have decided I need 
to peraonally share these thoughts 
with yoo. i.n3tead of holding them in­
eide, or 2) Something h113 happened to 

........ 

me. I hope it is number one." 
Scott also wrote separate sections !or 

Meghan, Miehael and JoAnne. Each 
began "I love you. • To the children he 
talked about settmg goals and pursu­
ing a good education,. being kind to 
each other and putting God first in 
their lives. 

To JoAnne he wrote, "You are the 
centerpi~ of my li!e. I have lived 
with you in complete aatisfaction.. If I 
a.t;n gon~ learn to love again.• · 

Somehow, Scott•e letter quieted Jo­
Anne's demon1 Since that day, she 
b..a.s felt at peace-with his death, with 
whatever ur~ brings in the years 
ahead. She has al&o come to terms 
with th.e way her husband died. reu­
!uriDg b.enelf that the brilliant light 
in the sky was Seott' & plane iDsta.nt.a­
n.eou.sly exploding. She'a convinced be 
had no fear, no indication that thoee 
momenta were his la.t. ·rm a survi­
vor. I have to be-l have two k:id.i," she 
says. '1t's what Scott wanted." 

"My daddy's In heaven" 
Since her huabe.nd'a death, JoAnne 
hu nceived hundred8 of letten from 
strangen offering their con.dolene&~ 
a.u.d thm- prayers. And the other Navy 
families-her friends and Scott'&­
h.a ve formed her cloeest network of 
support. -rhey>re just like =..," &he 

says. wrheD:e able to act normal.. They 
don't have tO warry about not knowing 
what to aa.y ~" . 

JoAnne'& ~·Children, · too, Geem to be 
slowly growing accnstomed to their· fa-

. ther's e.b&etlee But that does not mean 
they have forgotten: Michael z,)utinely 
points toward a photo an the living-room 
wall and MYs, "Daddy.• And OD ODe re­
cent morning, JoAnne asked Meghan if' 
she tmd.erstOod that the Sarr:toga woald 
return and that the other dadclli!s wwld 
anne home. Meghan aDSWered m.attao­
of-fa.ctly. "Bat my da.d.d,y won't, right? My 
daddy's in heaven." JoAnne smiled aadly 
at bar daughter and said, 'That's right." 

Later, J~ a&Yit -rm at peace. I 
feel like it's t1Y~, and be is in a better 
place. I would have been angry ifhe died 
in a C8l" ~This was his life. and Scott 
wouldn't have wanted it any other~·· 

What will. abe say when b..ar c:hi1.dre:n 
ask about their father? JoA.xme cloem't 
hesitate £or a. moment. 'T1l tell them 
b.e wa.s a good man. That he loved 
them very much and he didn't like to 
leave. 'I"nat he loved h.ia job, be loved 
U> fiy, he loved his country and he. 
loved God. That he we& doing what be 
had to do. That they ah.ould be WlfY 
proud ofhim, beea~ he's a hero." • 

Kathryn CtUey u a con.tributin.g e&Utor 
of LodU.' Honw Jouna.tll. . 
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Death· Of q .Fighter Pilot 
I f I .:~ ;' .. , •. :~~~' •' o 

·from U.S.S. Saratoga:· The 
passage -·which is anony· 
mous- ends with this susp•· 
ctous bellow at espnt de 

·• 1 . BALTIMORE corps: "Our relief In havmg 

N
ember how successfully completed the 
the air war of strike without loss to our· 
Operation • selves was overwhelming:· 
Desert Storm Why this suppression or "the 
always facts? The Speicher incident. 

. looked. or first of all, disproves the cen· 
. iounde4, as il John Ford had tral myth of Desert Storm: 
directed Jt? Day alter day, that war had now been made 
U~ pllo"'~·seemcd to pick off predictable - and even safe 
-ev~ry ·enemy jet they aimed - by high-technology. In this 
at; while the Iraqi pilots al- ca.se. it was not that things 

·:ways ·seerned to miss. were really going wrong, as 
~ :•we've destroyed 29 Iraqi with our luUle air campaign 
aircraft ~with not one air-to- against the Scuds. Rather. the 
alr~lw-·Dn~ the pan or the problem here was that a u.s. 
coaUUon:" .claimed Gen. H. pilot had died in spite o! an 
Norman Schwan.kopf at a briefing in last," Commander Anderson recalled ron leader not to fire. errtcient system. 
Riyadh on Jan. 30. "The score is in a recent interview. "He was head- · Atter·cJtrec turns, the MIG broke "Commander Anderson did what 
tOl&lly one-sided," President Bush as· · .ed west-southwest and trying to get away· ii.nd headed. toward the easL was. ri~~· sa~d one Navy pilot .wbo 
~~ried at" a press conference six days around me." As the two planes start· Comman4er.Anderson proceeded on spoke on~ the cilnd!Uon or anonymU,y. 
"later. "In fact (in) every engagement ed circling each ·other, the squ:1dron his ~urse. A· few minutes 'later,. at This airman, who new in the gulf, was­
in the air,~the Iraqi planes and pilots leader got a good loqk at the Iraqi 3:52 A.M.,· he was startled by an in- equaJ.ly supportive ol the Awac:s per· 
have gone down." Newspapers and plane: "I get a radar contact on him tense !lash. The:e.xplosion occurred · soMel. "The guy controlUng the situ­
televisior. generally passed alo.ng this first, and then I had a visual eontact somewhere off to th.e east - where atlon said, "No, you don't have enough 
version .of events, reporting that no on him. I was very positive it was a Scott Speicher had been (lying. indicators to say that he's ·Iraqi, so 
allied plapes had been she~ down. MIG-25." In the military, there was little don't shoot him,• •• lhe airman re· 
"£v.en·alter~t.he war, the,Pentagon Early In that fac~ff. COmmander question as to how the airman died. called. "But that kind of thinking 

·e:onunued "to promote a "totally one- Anderson asked repeatedly for per· ''The day after he got shot down," probably saved thousands of Ameri· 
!_S!dect!:::·,~.:ir.:vtctory. "The Iraqi air mission to shoaL "I kept calling recalled Capt. Carlos Johnson, a na- can lives." Nor had ·the Awacs mal· 
"force.n.ever·-reauy got into the air," 'MIG-25' to the control agencies_ to val lnteiJigence officerr. "l told the functioned. As Com111ander Anderson 
claims a postwar study by the Air the Awacs," he said. Such cautious- people down here af Cecil Field (in admitted, "I can't .change physics, 
F.orce. .~'Those few pilots that did go ness was a strict requirement early Florida) how he got shot down." As nor can anybody else. If I the MIG I 
aloft· did not do well." In the Penta· director of a Navy research group set was in their Doppler notch. they 
gon's final report to Congress. "Con- up to analyze U.S. air losses during couldn't see it They had no evidence 
duc:t or the Persian Gulf War,'" the the war, Captain Johnson was inime- a plane was there." 
claim was repeated: "Coalition Were we lied to diately sent all pertinent data from There also seem to be less COn· 
:planes destroyed 41 Iraqi aircraft and the gulf. The group 'then reconstruct- scious motivations at work. Those 
. helicopters in air-to-air combat with· about the gulf war's ed the event. ··we were preuy sure at overseeing the gulC war could not face 
out suftering a confirmed Joss to 1 raqi the beginning,"' said Captain Johnson the, fact that on Iraqi pilot managed 
aircraft.':··. f' 1 · ) in a recent interview. "'Then, by the to kill one of our own and get away. 
~aut the ajr·war was not quite the Irst casu a ty. end of the v.·ar. we were pretty much Some within the military note the 

shut.ou"t:.that.the U.S. propagandists able to prove that !the attack! was denial underlying the Speicher inci· 
kepl ext.olling. Just hours lnlD Desert the only logieal explanation - other dcnL "I could never for the lite of me 
Stor.m,: an ·engagement In the air than his aircraft disintegrating." Cig~re why people don't want lo admit 
claimed the war's !irst U.S. casually: in the air war, when the skies were ~ptain Johnson deems suCh "cat- thal we had an air-to-air loss," won-
.UeuL"Comdr. Michael Scott Speicher, filled with coalition aircraCL In order astrophic aircraft·failure'" unlikely- dered one Naval officer, who also 
klJJed ."when his plane was blown lO to avoid "blue-on-blue" encounters nor does anyone believe that the FA· spoke on. the condition or anonymity. 
bits by an)raql MIG-25 ~ nnd not., as ("!riendly lire"), the U.S. Rules ol 18 was hil by anything launched from "But· that's really the gist of it h's 
the Pent.agon has lold the public. by a Engagement forbade a pilot's shoo~· the ground. "There were no missiles moslly an ego issue, as far as J"m 
~nd-to-air .m·isslle. ing at another plane without approval deployed to the area," Commnnder concerned ... That relusalto acknowl-
. Early on Jan.17, 1991, Comdr. Mike lrom the Awacs surveillance ·radar Anderson noted. "And at~ our alli- edge any Joss was surely hardened by 

\.riderson -was leading Navy Squad- aircraft~ whose crew could, theoreU- tudes, there was no way that a triple· the American perc~ption of Iraqi 
""On·VFA~l in the first wave of the cally, tell the good guys from the bad. A round janUaircrafl fire! could ·"backwardness"- much as In Viet­
~med air a.s.saulL The squadron - And so, with that MIG right in !rant of shoot him down." Nevertheless. Sec· nam. where U.S. ollicers likewise 
!&Sed on the aircraft carrier Sarato- hirq, Commander Anderson asked to retary of Defense Dick Oleney an- deemed .the enemy too primitive to :a ln.· the. Red Sea ..:.. was headed · be allowed to fire. nounced that a sur1ace-to-alr missile thwart our gleaming weaponry. 
orlh-noi-theast. at an altitude or Permission was refused. "They had been·the likely cause of death. Whatever the reasons Cor the cov-
;,u&hly 30,000 feeL Because of the didn't see him," he said. "My control· A cynic might insist that such offi· er-up,· it slights the bravery of the 
ature of the mission, each pilot had ling Awacs did not see him." cial lyin$ is a patriotic duty in war- pilots by censoring the dangers that 
> fiy alone. Why? The Awacs can be foiled by a time, tor the sake or our morale. they really laced. More important, 
When the team was about 40 miles rare phenomenon called the "Dopp- Whether jU$t or not, such a rationale the thick· cloud or propaganda that 

"'rit Its targets, the squadron leader ler notch." When two aircraft are ·Is now lr:relevanL Yr.tlhe lie lives on. was used to sell us Desen Storm 
:eked up ·an enemy· aircraft some Clying at or near the same speed and Here is the enUre official treatment betrayed ~every noUon of democra· 
000 reet above him, and speeding In in the same general direction. both of the incident, .as given in the Penta· · cy •. enrorclng our wide~yed suppon 
.s dJreci.Jon: "He: was going_ very,.,. plan~s. can vanls.h C~":l:~e A~ac.s's g~·, f~l ·repqr:L,.~·'Fortl¥'ateJy, aU by,,!i~p~~ ~- ~11 tn the ~rk. "His 

. . . . ·:~radar screens. UnJ~. ~ere was b~t O!M':Pi~e (an· FA-18 ·rroin the ~pleha:'o(e~nlie4,to-rJSenled the 
ark C~ispin Miller, pro{esso~of.TT¥!;' ... some human error,lhe MIG -~ms to U.S.S. SaraU?ga) returned safely." A 1 ~ruth," PresJdent Blish said ~r. Sad- . 
.:z stud1es_at the Johns Hopk'n;J.IQ!r..·:· have been ~Q_scured by ~ \U\USual page later, ~e Speiche~ epi~.~ -~ I .~-~m .~ussein.ln a speech to Cdngr~ss · 
·rslt.}l,. is author Of·the {ort.hco~l}!ff(~ glitch. And 59~ with no coofir~.~g ~~~ o~!u~~e<!:.by an upbe~-~ de-. lit M~rC:Jl 1991.' Such systematic lymg 
.pecLci.Cle: Operatlon_.D~~~!-"SLo_r:_'Jl.:;::·.betorc them.-. the ~WaC$ per;:.P.!lllel -:···:Sc;riPUo~'ci! ·~~ther event,_ ."a' f11G : ~~·tJ:Uf.eed outrageous. Could it have 
.d the Tn':'n;ph·f!f l!l~,o~. · .:. - :X:1-qui~:P("'~f.IY·-:- ~r:~~r:~.~~·~ua~!;·.::·~moVf t> . .an F~~~~p~ot.·~ff.:8.~~- :~P~~ ~ere? . o 

·: ,. · ·-· ...... ,; .·: . .; . .-:·~-i·~~~-~~-~·~t.: .. ,_._ · " ~~:4~··.~V1f!. •-:,.J.J; .. ~ ,.~;~·~-~!· .. .-: .. 
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Iraqis J\1ay Have Do·wned U.S. Jet in War 
Pentagon. Concedes Jiacts of ]anu·ary 1991 Case JJ!fay Never Be Known 

l{l'ulrr 

The Ddcnsc Department con­
ceded }'estcrdC\y that a U.S. fight~r 
jet could have been shot down by an· 
Iraqi plane during the· Persian Gulf 
War, contrary to earlier state­
ments, but said it probably will nev­
er know for sure. 

Spokesman Bob Hall made the 
concession in response to an op-ed 
piece publishqd in the New York 
Times yester~ay and written by 
Ma~k Crispin Miller, a proCessor at 
Johns Hopkins University, suggest-

. ing that an Iraqi tvtiG-25 shot down 
a U.S. F/A-18 fighter plane Jan. 17, 
199.1., carl}' ir lhe allied air war 

against Iraq. "It's one (case) that 
may nev£•r be closed," Hall said. "H 
there's no more information to be 
had, you may never come to a final 
conclusion." 

· The Defense Department said for 
months aftc!r the guli war that Iraqi 
planes had not been able to shoot 
down a single U.S. fighter, but Hall 
said a Cinal Pentagon report on the 
war did leave open the possibility of 
the one shootdown. 
· Miller in his article quoted Capt. 
Carl.os johnson, a nave~l intelligence 
officer who inve5tigatP.d the crilsh, 
i\S sa~·iu~ he was pretty sure by the 
c.nd of lhc: gulf war that the U .s.··jet 

haa· been shot down by the Iraqi 
fighter plane. 

Hall said johnson told the Navy 
yesterdily that rhe U.S. plane was 
most likely shot down by the lrilq 
plane's missile in his opinion but 
that it could also have been shot 
down by J ground-rired missile. 

"There are people who have gone 
over it, analysts who've come to 
different conclusions," Hall said. 
"But there was no communication 
from the plane, no radio calls say­
ing, 'I'm being tracked by a missile' 
or 'I'm in a dogfight,' plus we never 
were able to examine the wreck­
ace." 

,~r.:'~ ~;:'y{t~,~ !'.~.1~~~·. ft~ { ?"· .... ,r:_ ~:'t•i .~ .·: ,-: .!.~·.:: 1:_.:,.-.::;.~.~'=;: " ; :• :· i ... ":. ,.···.~.~.: • .... ::: ;. • • ~ .. ·,'.;:·,'~!. 
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\VITII RC)NUS 
Silky Stretch·~~~ lingerie In underwire and 
sort cup bra styles with coordinating 
pant. camisole, slip and chemise 
slyles. Small to average figures. In 
nylon/l YCRA•!O spandex. For sizes 34A-
360, S.M.l. (0.049/231/749) 8.75 to $29 
BONUS: Receive a bonus pont with 
any bra purchase of $15 or more. 
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Gre. 
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Office of the Armed Forces Medical Examiner 
Armed Forces Institute of Pathology 
washington, E.C. 20306-6000 

~·--.),. ~ 

,.----------------------------------

01 

ABC/jtl. 

26 October 1992 

1. Fragllient of soft tissue measuring 40 x 17 x 2 c~., 
reported by Iraqui government to be the remains of 
Michael s. Speicher, an active duty u.s. Naval aviator 
killed during Operation Desert Storm. 

A. Soft tissue fragment. 
B. Hair bearing skin. 
c. No bone tissue noted. 
D.' DNA testing shows specimen not to be Michael 

s. Speicher. 
2. Toxicology: No evidence of alcohol or other drugs of 

abuse in submitted specimen.· 

This was an onscene investigation cpnducted by the staff.of the 
Office of the Armed Forces Medical Examiner at the port mortuary, 
Dover AFB, DE. The case has been reviewed and coded as above. 

~(}-~ 
Arthur c. Burns_ 
CDR, MC, USN 
Chief Deputy Medical Examiner 



UNCLASSIFIED 

ENVELOPE 
CDSN = LGX202 MCN = 91142/35967 TOR = 911421931 
P1iUZYUW RUEKJCSi167 1421932-UUUU--RUEALGX. 
ZNR UUUUU 
HEADER 
P 221932Z MAY 91 
FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUCQVAB/USCINCSOC lNTEL OPS CEN HACDILL AFB FL 
RUEALGX/SAFE i 

P 222122Z HAY 91 ZYB 
FH BUPERS WASHINGTON DC//PERS66// 
TO RHFJSBA/COHLATWING ONE CECIL FIELD FL//JJJ// 
RUEDAKA/DFAS-CLEVELAND CENTER CLEVELAND OH//643//. 
INFO RUEDAKC/NAVFAMALWACT CLEVELAND OH/ I JJJ/ / 
RUFRJRS/STRKFITRON EIGHT ONE .. 
RHFJSCC/COMCARGRU SEVENTEEN 
RHFJSKA/COMCARAIRWING SEVENTEEN 
RUCKNSA/COMNAVBASE CHARLESTON SC//JJJ// 
RHFJSEA/COMSTRKFIGHTWINGSLANT CECIL FIELD FL//00// 
RULYJRS/USS SARATOGA 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OSD-ISA// 
RUH~RPG/COMUSNAVCENT 

RUCJACC/USCINCCENT MACDILL AFB FL//J1// 
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//POW-MIA// 
ACCT NA-CRADAA 
BT 
CONTROLS 
UNCLAS //N01771// 
BODY 

( 

PAGE:OOOl 

SUBJ: CHANGE IN CASUALTY STATUS FROM MIA TO KIA ICO LCDR MICHAEL 
SCOTT SPEICHER, USN, (1) \...c..) 
MSGID/GENADMIN/PERS 663// 
RMKS/ 
1. CASUALTY STATUS ICO LCDR MICHAEL SCOTT SPEICHER, USN, (~J (') 
IS CHANGED TO KIA FOR ADMINISTRATIVE PURPOSES ON 22 MAY 1991. ACTUAL 
DATE OF DEATH IS 17 JANUARY 1991. RELEASED BY J' L. GREER// 
ADMIN 
BT 

#2167 

NNNN 

__ ..,.... 

UNCLASSIFIED 



FIELD. NAMES 

DATE OF ENTRY ...... = 
DATE OF CHANGE ..... = 
INCIDENT NO ...•.. = 
DIA RECORD ID NO .. = 
NAME •.•••••.•••••. = 
SSN/SERNO •....•••. = 
BLOOD CHIT NO ••• ~ •. = 
RANK ••••••••••••. = 
SERVICE ........•.. = 

. INCIDENT DATE ..... = 
TIME .............. = 
PLACE OF LOSS ..... = 
COUNTRY LOSS ...... = 
COUNTRY MOVED ..... = 
LATITUDE .......... = 
LONGITUDE ......... = 
LiTt,i ••••••••••••••• = 
TYPE OF LOSS ...... = 
OFF OF SCOPE ...... = 
CASUALTY STATUS ... = 
CATEGORY REMARKS .. = 
CATEGORY HISTORY .. = 
DATE OF BIRTH ..... = 
PLACE OF BIRTH .... = 
HOME OF RECORD .... -
SEX ............... = 
HEIGHT ............ = 
WEIGHT ............ = 

. HAl R. 0 • 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 = 
EYES ............... = 
RACE .............. = 
NATIONALITY ....... = 
UNIT ASSIGNED ..... = 
MOS ............... = 
TYPE.OF VEHICLE.· .. = 
VEHICLE CATEGORY .. = 
VEHICLE NUMBER .... = 
CREW .••.•••••• ·::-:·. = 

UJ.A PUW/'}tlA AU.lUMAlEU DAlA BAS{ 
PERSONAL INFORMATION SHEET 

· for -
SPEICHER, MICHAEL SCOTT 

DATA CONTENTS 

910125 
01/29/91 

1 
50001 . 
S_PEICHER, MICHAEL SCOIT - (~)(t.). . 0 
04 
US NAVY 
910117 

IRAQ 
N/A 
325800N 
0435SOOE 

A. 

MISSING IN ACTION 
N/A 
DS9101 
57/07/12 
KANSAS ..CITY MO 

~ 

M 
71 
154 
BROWN 
HAZEL 
CAUCASIAN 
us 
VFA-81 

F/A-18 
ACFT 
BU163484 ---

PAGE 1 of : 

EXPLANATION 

I (yymmdd) I 
I. (mmddyy) I 

.(yymmdd) 

LOSS LOCATION 
IN· ·GEOGRAPHIC 

COORDINATES 

-:.· '. 

(YYHMDD) 



' ~ 

FIELD NAMES 

MARKS I SCARS ..•.. 

PHOTOS .. ~ .....•. A. 

TAPES .........••.. 

RELEASE DATE ..•••. 
NEGOT REMARKS ••... 

. NEGOTIATIONS HIST. 

ACKNOWLEDGE ....... 

DETAINING POWER ... 

ADDITIONAL REMARKS 

MISC-1 ...•......... 
SCRFL01 ............. 

\ 

SCRFL02 ............. 

\. u.L~ t'uw/ Mi~ Au 1 UMA 1 tu UA 1 A t:iAS( 
PERSONAL INFORMATION SHEET 

·· for-
SPEICHER, MICHAEL SCOTT 

DATA CONTENTS 

= 

= NONE 
= NONE ~ 

= 
= NONE 

= NONE 

= NONE 

= UNDETERMINED 

= FAILEO~TO RETURN FROM STR 
IKE MfSSION DURING COMBAT 

ACTION AGAINST IZ. 
ACFT LAUNCHED 084217Z. A 

CFT 401 NOT RETURNED. NO 
FIRM INFO AS TO WHEREIWH 

EN ACFT LOST, OR FATE OF 
PILOT. SEARCH INIT 

. IATED. ACTUAL HEIGHT 71~ 
7". 

= 
= 
= 

---

END OF DATA REPORT 

...... PAGE 2 of 

EXPLANATION 

FOREIGN MEDIA 
SUBJ VOICE BCST 

ESTIMATE OF-.. ::GOV POSSIBLY 

US INITIATIVES 

extr.y data field 
extr.y data field 
extr.y data field 



_,. 

INFORMATION FOit THE DEFENSE DITELLIGENCE AGENC·Y 
PERTUNIHG '1'0 OSN MD.s, POWs, and lcrA/BNR 

NAME (LAST, FIRST MI) (1) RANK (l.) \ ~ .·/b) 
SfetL&:f, JA'CJtAeL. §ttfl"T Lf-DR IQ-YJ ~ ( ~ 

CASUALTY SB'l'D'S. (1) ORGANl:ZATION (1) ~:IME·OF l:NCIDEN'l' (l) (~) 
wsnuutJ · \JSN1 \IFA=St · . ·06Qo '«AL 1 '':nN t7· 

l:NCI:DEN'l' LOCA'l'l:ON (1) 
.· ~lF,~Jt) 

C:IR~AHCES OF J:HCJ:DENT. (1) lfs..s ~ -~ ""'00 D711- ''"t'i.a ~ ~ f/ 
fA,tE"t> =w Bc.j'\XbJ FQo!::' &'Uhf.E.. f:A\5a$COtJ t)£ul(;r 'pMAAJ: 

1\Cl)at\l ftu.=rtuJ.IT" =n,f:.. fo&4.'?b t>E +B"Q . f14t" J.a,~ C:!? if~ t~ ~. 
~j- Jt~J ~ ,..d~. !k 1*e ,;;c <Y k ~ em't~ rf... ~~~~.ln. 
ukf*1;M4· ~1~. 

LOSS COORDINA.1'ES (1) . (G!!OGRAP!aCAL) (tr.rH D AVULABLE) 

DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH (2) 
5767 t2. YN4% ~ !:\o 

COLOR HAIR (3) 
BU>wtJ 

COLOR EYES ( 3 ) 
tt Pt;i?l-

BE:rCBt' ( 3) 

7'·'·' 
RACE (2) 

C.A.\J 

ANY l:DENTJ:FYING REMARKS (TATTOOS, SCARS, ETC.) (3) 

TYPE OF VERI:CLE (l) 
F"}lt - \ s 

( l) PERSONNEL CASUALTY REPORT AND PROGRESS REPOR'l'S 
(2) DD FORM ~300 
( 3) REPORT orMEDICAL EXAM, SF lnr -

REPORT OF MEDICAL Hl:STORY, SF 89 

. -:..·. -~. 

WEIGH': (3) 
154.· 

1. Submit this information ·to DIA/PW-MIA as soon as it ·becomes availabl 
(0~/PW-MZA, Pentaqon, Room 2E230, WaGhinqton, De 203,0-5390). Opdate a 
needed. 

2. This form wi11 be classified according to incident location and loaa 
·coordinates. 

SEGRET 
r:"· n n •. -. ,..., ~ . 



INQUIRE:DOC13D 
ITEM N0:00332398 
ENVELOPE 
CDSN : LCX361 HCN : 91017/38916 TOR = 9101718~~ 
PTTUZYUW RUEKJCSS623 0171~2-UUUU--RUEALGX. 
ZNR UtruUU 
HEADER 
P 171Bli2Z· JAN 91 
FH JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEALGX/SAFE . 
P 171557Z JAN 91 
FH FBIS LONDON UK 
TO RUCWAAB/FBIS RESTON VA 

i 

RHDIAAA/~SOTH RTG LANGLEY AFB VA//INPAR// 
RHEGLAI/DOE LANL INTELLIGENCE DIVISION//IT/STILLHAN// 
~.HEGLU./OOE LAWRENCE LIVERMORE LAB/IL-389/ I ··= 

RHEGSNM/SANDIA NATIONAL LABORATORY//9110 PATRICIA NEWHAH// 
RUADJHA/CDRSOOTHHIGP CP ZAMA JA//IAGPD-AS// 
RUADJNA/DET ~ FTD YOKOTA AB JA . 
RUCBSAA/USCINCLANT NORFOLK VA//J2// . 
RUCEAAH/USSPACECOH INTEL CEH CHEYENNE MTN AFB CO//JSIC// 
RU:I fJ.EA/FTD/SQHR WRIGR'l' PA'I'l'EP.SOU AFB OH 
RUCLBWA/CMDT USACMLS · FT KCCLEI I.AN AL//ATZN-CM-CU/ I 
RUDKMKBIFBIS LONDON UK//BBC/ l 
RUDMNOP/NAVOPINTCEN SUITLAND HD//HAD-821RI/ 
RUDMNSC/NAVTECHINTCEN WASHINGTON DC 
RUDHNSC/NAVTECHINTCEN WASHINGTON DC//DS313 DOLORES// 
RUEAIIA -- (1:.) ('z) 
RUEANAT/NASA HQ WASHINGTON DC/IFOR CODE LD// 
RUEATAC/CDR USAITAC WASHINGTON ~//AIAIT-KT// 
RUEBHAA/STORAGE CENTER FBIS RESTON VA 
RUEBHHA/USNA ANNAPOLIS MD/ILANGES-STUD// 
RUEDGEC/CDR 112TH MI BDE FT DEVENS KA//ATSI-ETP-8-CLP// 
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//INR/ISD/DC// 
RUEHIA/USIA WASHINGTON DC//P/RLS/K/PT/1 
RUEKJCS/DEFINTAGNCY WASH DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC//OP-009Y1// 
RUEOACC/CDR PSYOPGP FT BRAGG NC//ASOF-POG-SB/1 
RUEOACC/CDR6THPSYOPBN ·FT BRAGG NC//AFVS-POS-DD// .· · 
RUEOAYC/CDR FSTC INTEL CHARLOTTESVILL~ VA//IS3// 
RUEORDF/DIR AFMIC FT DETRICK HD//IS// 
RUESPF/FBIS CHIVA CHIVA PH 
RUETIAL/HQ AFIA FT CEO G MEADE HD//INII FOR BREWER// 
RUE!IAV/FT GEO.GHEADE MD/# I (J,} (?5 
RUETI A V /MPC FT CEO G MEADE MD 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI 
RUHQIPA/COHIPAC HONOLULU HI 
RUWJBWA/CDR 3~TH HI BN GOODFELLOW AFB TX//ATSI-EGF-53// 
RUWJHRA/CDRUSAISC FT HUACHUCA AZ//ATSI-TD-SF LANGUAGE LAB// 
RUVMLHB/COHDT DLI MONTEREY CA/ IFLC PMRI/ATFL-SS-R/ I 
RUWOHEA/NASA JOHNSON SPACE CEN HOUSTON TX//ALICE HARTIN// 
ACCT FBLD-EWDK 
BT 

UNCLASSIFIED · 
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CONTROI.S 
UNCLAS 7Z/TAB/VIDEO 

WARNING: FOUO __; DUE TO COPYRIGHT OR OTHER RESTRICTIONS, THIS ITEM 
IS INTENDED FOR USE ONLY BY U.S. COVERNMEHT CONSUMERS. 

WARNING: A VIDEOTAPE OF THE NEWSCAST SUMMARIZED BELOW CAN BE·ORDERED 
FROM THE FBIS TV CENTER. VIDEOTAPES HAY BE ORDERED 
DIRECTLY FROM FBIS BY CALLIHG THE FOLLOWING TOU,-FREE 
NUMBERS: 1-800-5!&2-8660 RPT 1-SQ0-542-866.0 Aim IN VIRGINIA . 
1-800-822-5115. TAPES NOT ORDERED VITHIH 30 DAYS VIU. BE 
EM~t=D~ . 

SERIAL: LD1701155791 
BODY 
PASS: An'N TV CENTER 

COPY TO ~OD (2), LIAISON (3) 

COUNTRY: FRAHCE 
SUBJ: TELEVISION PROGRAM SUMMARY 171200·: PAR 91-032 

SO!m~~: PARIS trm'liE-2 TELEVISIOH lt:.'lhOP..I: IN F?2l:CH 1200 G!-2 17 
JAN 91 

TEXT: 

//({RECEPTION: GOOD)) 

NEWS {(WHOLE BULLETIN TO BE DEVOTED TO GULF EVENtS)) 

1. (0000) AIR ATI'ACKS .LAUNC!ED BY -ru.t.IED FORCES ON IRAQ: REPORT 
OVER VIDEO SHOWING AIRPLANES TAKING OFF FROM RIYADH, FITZWATER ON 
CNN, BUSH ON TV, CNN FOOTAGE, CHENEY STATEMENT, SADDAH RADIO ADDRESS 
CITED. 

2. (0441) ATTACK LAUNCHED LATER IN KUWAIT: REPORT OVER U.S. POOL 
VIDEO; CNN, BBC, RADIO BAGHDAD CITED, 12 FRENCH JAGUARS TOOK PART 
AND FOUR WERE HIT, ONE PILOT SLIGHTLY INJURED. 

3. (0618) U.S. TV VIDEO INTERVIEWIHG.U.S. PILOTS AFTER THEIR 
MISSIONS. 

. ~,./'! IIJ. 
_,~' "' IV-• 
F-IS. ~~r. 

/ fil'l ,.,,r J. 

~ Fr,,.-. 
~- (0812) STUDIO REPORTER REVIEWS NEWS: IRNA SAYS U.S. PLANE 

DOWNED. PILOT EJECTED; BRITISH TORNADO REPORTED HISSING; SAUDI OIL 
PLATFORMS REPORTEDLY HIT BY IRAQIS; rR~YS SADDAH SEEN IN STREETS 
OF BAGHDAD. {NO VIDEO) 

5. (0941) CORRESPONDENT DERDA PHONE DISPATCH FROH SAUDI-KUWAIT 
BORDER TOWN WHICH IS DESERTED, NO GROUND FIGHTING .EVIDENT, HE SAYS.· 

6. ( 1131) NEWS FROM IRAQ: IRAQI AIR FORCE DID NOT RESPOND l'O 
ATI'ACK, BAGHDAD RADIO SAID 1~ WESTERN PLANES SHOT DOWN. (NO VIDEO) 

7. ( 1 1SO) AUDIO DISPATCH FROH CNH CORRESPONDENT IN BAGHDAD. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

e- 2. p,. .• ·/,$1... 
.,..,·,,....c/,,$ 
e/ t; ~-;,,/. 
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PAGE:0188 
(VOICE IN ENGLISH WITH FRENCH TRANSLATION) ON DAMAGE THERE. 

8. ( 1!&06) VIDEO REPORT ON ELECTRONIC ASPECT OF GULF WARFARE: 
CLIPS SHOWN OF RADAR, SURVEILLANCE PLANES. 

9. ( 1613) GEN PESSIDOUS IN THE STUDIO COMMENTS IN GENERAL TERMS 
ABOUT THE FIRST PHASE OF THE OFFENSIVE. 

10. ( 17!&0) VIDEO REPORT FROM DHAHIWl· ON HOOD THERE AMONG 
PRESSMEN AND THE POPULATION. . · 

11. ( 2020) VIDEO REPORT. FROM NEW YORK· ON REAc-J'IONS ~ ORDINARY · 
AMERICANS. 

12. ( 2226) VIDEO REPORT FROM RIYADH CORRESPONDENT ABOUT THE 
REACTIONS OF THE SAUDI POPULATION. ' 

13. (2ZJJ&6) CAUTIOUS OPTIMISM IF. :iSRAEL: REPORT OVER VIDEO FROM · 
JERUSALEM CORRESPONDENT INCLUDING CLIP OF PALESTINIAN OFFICIAL 
FAYSAL AL-HUSAYC. 

1~. (26~2) REPORT OVER VIDEO FROH TEL AVIV ON REI.IE:F FELT 'l'REr~ 
BY LOCAL PEOPLE WHO ARE INTERVIEWED. 

15. ( 2910) BOMB.IHG REPORTED TO HAVE RESlJH£D IN BAGHDAD, CHN 
CORRESPONDENT REPORTS (NO VIDEO) : KINGS SAYS SOME IRAQIS HAVE 
SURRENDERED: CLIP OF KING. 

16. (3022) ANXIETY IN AHMAN:.....REPORT OVER ·VIDEO OF STREET SCENES 
AND INTERVIEWING PEOPLE AT HO~ 

17. (3227) PLO IN TUNIS CALLS ON ARABS TO OPPOSE U.S. AND 
EUROPEAN AGGRESSION: VIDEO DISPATCH FROM CORRESPONDENT, ALSO AUDIO 
INTERVIEW (VOICE IN ENGLISH WITH FRENCH TRANSLATION WITH ABU 
SHARIF.) 

18 (3442) IRAQI PLANE SHOT DOWN, CORRESPONDENT .IN STUDIO REPORTS. 

19 •. ( 3511 ) CHEVENEMENT GAVE NEWS CONFERENCE ABOUT FRENCH MISSION 
IN KUWAIT: VIDEO EXCERPT. 

20. (36~5) VIDEO REPORT ON- FRENCH PLANES USED IN THIS MORNING" 
MISSION. ---

21. (3757) STUDIO COMMENTATOR RACHID ARHAB EXPLAINS THAT FRENCH 
PLANES WERE UNDER U.S. COMMAND; CHEVENEME:NT CLARIFICATION NOTED. 

22. ( 39q5) VIDEO REPORT FROM VALENCE ON MORALE AMONG FAMILIES OF 
THOSE FIGHTING IN THE GULF. 

23. (q055) HELPLINE SET UP FOR FAMILIES OF _SERVICEMEN: HUMBER 
GIVEN. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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PAGE:0189 
. 2~. (!I, 16) CRISIS UNIT HAS ENDED H££TINC AT ELISE£, BRIEF QUOTE 

OF DUMAS (NO VIDEO). 

25. (!:200) VIDEO DISPATCH FROH LONDON CORRESPONDENT WITH CLIP OF 
MAJOR, STREET INTERVIEWS ON GULF EVENTS. . 

26. (~341) GORBACHEV SAID HE TRIED LAST DEMARCHE TO AVOID WAR. 
(NO VIDEO) , 

27. (4400) VIDEO DISPATCH FROM ALGERIA ON MOOD THERE AND NOTING 
THAT FRENCH ESTABLISHMENTS HAVE BEEN. CLOSED. . 

28. (ll54.4) STUDIO DISCUSSION WITH coMMENTAToR SEBAG AND CHEMICAL 
WEAPONS EXPERT COLONEL MEYER. 

29. ( 5031 ) SECURITY STEPPED UP IN FRANCE: VIDEO REPORT SHOWING 
POLICE CHECKS AND INTERVIEWING AN OFFICIAL OF THE AIR AND BORDER 
POLICE. 

30. (5300) REACTIONS IN FRANCE. FROM PC:.ITICAL FIGURES • 
. . 

31. (5500) SO:IALIST PARTY SANC!'IOllS 12 HEHBERS FOR OPPOSING 
FRENCH POLICY IN GULF. (NO. VIDEO) 

32. (5519) VIDEO REPORT ON REACTIONS ON WORLD OIL MARKETS TO 
GULF EVENTS. 

33. (5712) STOCK EXCHANGE: VIDEO REPORT. 
~ . 

3~. (5818) ANTENNE-2 WILL CORTINUE BROAD COVERAGE OF GULF EVENTS 
TODAY. SPECIAL EDITION MAGAZINE WILL BE DEVOTED TO GULF CRISIS 
TONIGHT. 
GERMANOS/PG 17/1804Z JAN 
ADMIN 
a=r-
.115623 

---

UNCLASSIFIED 



ENVELOPE . . . . ·, . 
. CDSN = LGX202 HCN = 91142/35967 TGR = 911lt21931 

PTTUZYUW RUEKJCS2167 1421932-UUUU--RUEALGX. 
ZNR UUUUU 
HEADER 
r 221932Z HAY 91 
FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUCQVAB/USCINCSOC INTEL CPS CEN HACDILL AFB FL 
RUEALGX/SAFE ~ 
P 222122Z HAY 91 Z!B 
FH BUPERS WASHINGTON DC//PERS66/l 
TO RHFJSBA/COHLAiWING ONE CECIL FIELD FL//JJJ// 
RUEDAKA/DFAS-CLEVELAND CENTER CLEVELAnD OB//643//. 
INFO· RUEDAXC/NAVFAr1ALWACT CLEVELAND OH//JJJ// 
Ri.ii'i(ji<Si57RICFITRON EIGHT ONE 
RHFJSCC/COMCARGRU SEVENTEEN 
RHZJSKA/COMCARAIRWING SEVENTEEN 
RUCKNSA/COMNAVBASE CHARLESTON SC//JJJ// 
RHFJSEA/COHSTRKFIGHTWINGSLANT CECIL FIELD FL//00// 
RULYJRS/USS SARATOGA 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OSD-ISA// 
RUHGRPG/COKUSNAVCENT 
RtT:JACC/USCir-;CCENT M!.CDILL A!'E FL// J'l./ / 
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//POW-MIA// 
ACCT NA-CRADAA 
BT 
CONTROLS . 
UNCLAS //N01771// 
BODY 

PAG£:0001 

SUBJ: CHANGE IN CASUALTY STAnJS FROM MIA TO KIA ICO LCDR MICHAEL 
SCOTI SPEICHER, USN, ~ ( J,) l ") 
MSGID/GENADMIN/PERS 663// 
RMKS/ 
1 .. CASUALTI' STATUS ICO LCDR MICHAEL SCOTI SPEICHER, USN, (~J (ll>) 
IS CHANGED TO KIA FOR ADMINISTRATIVE PURPOSES ON 22 HAY 1991. ACTIJAL 
DATE OF DEATH IS 17 JANUARY 1991. RELEASED BY J' L. GREER// 
ADMIN 
BT 

f/2167 

NNNN 

---

UNCLASSIFIED 
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TELECDPIER riiRNSMISSIOM CODER SHEET 
· NAURL RIR WARFARE CENTER 

FLEET SUPPORT BRANCH (CODE C3244) 
CHINA LAKE, CR 93555 

~ .................. 

COMM: (818) 839·0803 
D!l~!: 4~7.0803 

Naval Alr Warfare Center 
1. 

Weapana DJvtaton 
China Lake, C.A 93555 

Bruce w. Trenholm · 
PARACHUTE FL!ET SUPIPORT IMNOH 

ACClEJEHT INVESTICIATOR 
~~DE~ 

FAX: (819) 83o.e884 

TO 
RGENC'l- sPECfJ\ f ops 

CDQE-

CDMMEBtiBL PHONE- bct5- CS l t't. 

FACSIMILE PHONE- lJSIV ZC.~- L.fq"(S 
---.. - _.,. . 
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DEPARTMENT OF.. THE NAVY 
NAVAL AIR WARJARE CENTlR 

~A'OHS DIVISION 

.E!JE!E3F1S:+ 
CHINA LAKE~ CAU,ORNIA IJSSW001 

··~ 

13512 
C3244 (Code 4630000) 
7Sep 94 

-
From: Bruce W. Trenholm, Naval Ail Warfare Center Weapons Division 

(C3244(Code 4630000)), China Lake CA · · 

Subj: . PRELIMINARY EJECTION EVENT· ANALYSIS REPORT OF PI A-18 MISHAP 

1. f Appro~ch 
·-

a. The key factors utilized to evaluate the ejection event are the location of the 
aircraft canopy, the type of seat utilized, -and the occ:upant size. This analysis was of 
the SJU-5 ejection seat with a 95 percentile (for weight) occupant. 

b. The location of the ilicraft impact site is leas crucicl since the airaaft lift 
:iurfaces tr..a y divert its fligh~ path away from the original course and heading after. 
the ejection event. The canopy, on the othe~ hand, has a more predictable trajectory 
based on the ejection airspeed, and it generally maintains the original aircraft 
heading at the point of ejection. 

P.' 
c. Ejection system test data w• used to establish the canopy travel distance vs. · 

airspeed. These tests were condu&d at the Supersonic Naval Ordnance Research 
Track (SNORT) facility at China Lake, CA. The trajectory was measured from the 
film analysis, and it was available in the service release test report from the SJU-5 
seat. 

d. Knowing the canopy travel distance from this test data, the point in space 
from which the seat ejected could be predicted, given an initially assumed airspeed 
and altitude. For this analysis, the airspeed varied from 100 to 500 knots, and the 
altitude varied from 5000 ft to 25000 ft. For these various conditions, the seat 
trajectory was predicted using a· six degree of freedom computer model. 

2. Results {SEE TABLE I- ANALYSIS RESULTS) ·-----
---

3. Ejection Simulation Program 

~· The follow~g sections describe the ejection seat model in greater detail. 

The six degree of freedom computer model for ejection seats was adapted for 
the specific application of the SJU-5 ejection seat series. The model applies the forces 
to the seat and man model in accordance with each of the major ejection phases. 
Figure 1 illustrates the coordinate systems used for the model. The phases of 
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Subj: PRELIMINARY EJECTION EVENT ANALYSIS REPORT OF F I A-18 M!SHAP 

aerodynamic loading/drogue deceleration phase, and (d) the recovery parachute 
phase. The model utilizes numerical integration at very small time steps (.001 sec) 
to evaluate the forces and moments applied to the seat and occupant in. order -to 
obtain incremental changes in displacement and orientation. 

The locations _of all seat components were ~blished in the Seat Coordinate 
System (SCS). . The applieci forces and moments were then transformed to the center 
of gravity of the seat/ occupant. ~ numerical integration wu then computed about 
the center of gravity within the seat coordinate system. In this way, incremental 
deflections and rotations were of the appropriate magnitude. 

b. ·Catapult Loading 

The catapult loading was applied to the ejection seat through thrust-time 
tables; knowing the point of application and thrust vector. The thrust-time data was 
found experimentally by the Indian Head Division, Naval Surface Warfare Center 
(!HD /NSWC) through the use of a thrust stand. The catapult loading is dependent 
upon the ejected mass. 

c. Rocket_ MQtor Loading 

The rocket motor loading was applied to the ej_ection seat via thrust-time 
tables, knowing the point of application and thrust v~c:tor." This point of application 
and angle varies according to the seat orientation. The thrust-time data was found 
experimentally utilizing a thrust stand such as those available at the Indian Head 
Division, Naval Surface Warfare Center (IHD /NSWC). The rocket motor loading is 
not dependent upon the ejected mass. The analysis utilized the nozzle orientation 
of the seat in the full down position. 



SECRET 
Subj: PRELIMINARY EJBtftON EVENt ANALYSIS REPORT OF F I A·1B MISHAP 

d Aerodynamic: Loading 

Free stream. aerodynamic coefficients of ejection seat platforms ha_ve_ been 
obtained through wind tunnel facilities. This data, of course, varied with the 
airspeed (Mach number), air density, and the seat orientation to the wind-stream 
(pitCh and sideslip angles). Th~ resulting data matrix w~ used for the simulation 
model. At any orientation, t}te aerodynamic forces and moments were ·transformed 
to the seat center of gravity. · · 

At high speeds, the aerodynamics of the aircraft greatly effects the seat 
coFffi:ients, particularly in pitch .. · This effect was shown to be function of the 
separation distance from the aircraft.· The trajectory simulation program utilized 
multiple aerodynamic tables in order to model this phase of escape. 

The importance of the aircraft proximity is that is placed a gree. t deal of 
. c~:::-L:.nd 0:1 the seat stability system. Immediately upon rail separation, aircraft 
proximity effected the stability of the seat system. The de-stabilization increases 
greatly with ejection speed. Seat systems whic:h utilize a deployable means of 
stability are ineffective at this initial stage. By modeling the aircraft proximity 
effects, the robustness of the stability system can be evaluated. 

e. Drogue Deceleration Phase :: 

The SJU-5 system utilizes a single lanyard drogue configuration, attached at 
the top of the head box via a shackle release mechanism. The purpose of the drogue 
is to reduce the seat velocity and to align the seat before parachute deployment. The 

· ·· seat was designed to deploy the drogue 0.5 seconds after seat initiation. The timing 
of the simulation drogue inflation reflects actual sled track test data. 

f. Recovery Loading Phase 

The S]U-5 system deploys the main parachute at 1.5 seconds after seat 
initiation. The loads applied by the recovery system depended upon the parachute . 
attachment point; the drag characteristics, and the projected diameter. Empirical 
data derived from full system test evaluations at the sled track established the time 
required for deployment. The parachute deployment was divided into two phases 
(1) deployment to line stretch, and (2) line _stretch to first full inflation. ---4.\ Summary 

. __-/ 

a. The ejection analysis and simulation model has been used extensively over 
+·~he past fev.' years to enhance the investigator's understanding of an. ejection event. 

I L . - - - -J {_b) Cl) 
I 
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Subj: PRELIMINARY EJEcn6N EVENT ANALYSIS REPORT OF F I A-18 MISHAP 

------------
5. If further information is required, please contact me at Naval Air Warfare Center 
Weapons Division (C3244(Code 4630000)), DSN 437-Q803 or commercial 619-939-
.0803. 

St=eRET 

s 



I 

J 

__ _...,-- ----------. 

\ 
\ 

"\ - ,-

Arn.CRAFT . COMBAT LOSSES 

(U) Seven Navy aircraft were either lost or damaged in combat during Desert 
Storm. Table 5-12 summarizes each incident. The following sections describe in 
detail each incident originating from the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf. 

T1me 
Dale (C) ACFT 

· 17 Jan 0352 F/A-18 
iiJan- 2300 A-6 

17 Jan 2300 A-6 
1 B Jan 1851 A-6 
21 Jan ()'51'tj- F-14 

2 Feb 1115 A-6 

11 Fob 1410 A-6 

cv Evt Location 

Sar&!toga Loss 3300N/04220E 
Saratoga Loss 3306N/03941 E 

Saratoga Omgd· 3256N/0394SE 
Ranger Loss 2958N/04758E 
Saratoga - -r'Oss 3330N/04200E 

Roosevelt Loss 2927N/0481~E 

Roosevelt Omgd 2930Nf0.4825E 

Causo 

Unk 
SAM! 
AAA 
SAM 
Unk 
SAM 

Unk 

AAA 

Aircrew1 

Outcome· 

1 MIA 
2POW 

Divorted 
2 KIA 
1 rescued 
1POW 
1 MIA 
1 KIA 
Diverted 

-·· 

(l)L 

' ·.:f . • .• fJ. 

1. Outcome rcfiecLs s~tvs as of 28 Feb 91 

------~----------------------------~(~~u 

N·J. 
5-42 
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Red Sea Dattlc Force 

(U) Four aircraft from the Red Sea carriers were lost due to enemy fu·e during the 
first few days of Desert Storm-all fr·om Saratoga. Three of these aircraft. crashed, 
ru•d the remaining aircraft diverted to Al Jouf. This fourth aircraft W3.S considered a 
!~s!i because it 'vas unfiyable and beyond repair. The following paragraphs describe 
the reconstruction results of each aircraft loss. · 

------

c· 

1 . 
I 

I 

I 
I 
j 

-
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ENVELOPE 
CDSN =.LGX273 HCN = 91109/39358 TOR= 911092000 
OTTCZYUW RUEKJCS3275 1092000-CCCC--RUEALGX. 
ZNY CCCCC 
HEADER 
0 192000Z APR 91 
FH JOINT STAFF WASHINGrON DC 
INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 
lf~·191936z·: APR .. 91 ZD .... ·ZFF-1 · .. · .. · 

t• PM COHNAVHILPERSCOH WASHINGToN~ DC/ !N1JPC66// 
. TO .RHIPAAA/USCINCCENT//CCJl// .. 

PAG£:0010 

INFO RUHGOAA/COHUSNAVCENT 
RHIPAAA/NAVCENT RIYADH SA//JJJ// 
RHSIKHC/SOCCENT FWD//31// 

·col't,or .J. 

RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//POW-M!A// 
RUEBEJA/US~ PORT ~OR!UARY DOVER AFB DE//JJJ// 
AAIUFAA/C~~SC~NTAF//DP/JRCC// 

~ _c .. .r t .. ., I 
Tvt-:r J .. 

ACCT NA -CRADAA 
BT 
CONTROLS 
C 0 }f .. ii;;it;ia 2 E.-! I A L //N01770// 
E:JJY 
SUB.J: · ·CASUALTY STAnJS 
MSGID/GENADMIN/NHPC 663// 
REF/A/RMG/USCINCCENT/181100ZAPR91// 
REF/B/RMG/COMNAVMILPERSCOM WASHINGTON DC/112121ZAPR91/·/NOTAL// 
REF/C/RHG/COMNAVMILPERSCOM WASHINGTON DC/232121ZMAR91/·/NOTAL// 
RMKS/1. ..,-AS REQUESTED BY REF A FOLLOWING CASUALTY STATUS 
APPLIES: ~ 
r~Jl:HICHAEL .. SPEICEEI(~Mi! .. 
,.LT PATRICK CONNOR~ . KIA, STATUS CHANGED 11 APR, REPORTED BY REF B 
~LT WILLIAM COSTEN A... KIA STA"ruS CHANGED 23 HAR, REPORTED BY REF C 
.J:.L_CHARLE~ nJRNER_j. KIA: STATUS CHANGED 23 MAR, REPORTED BY REF C 

2. ~ eLCDR BARRY COOKE,· ~IS ALSO MIA.-· HIS NAME IS NOT 
CONTAINEIJ!N REF A NOR HAS HIS NAME BEEN ASSOCIATED W:rnl SHIPMENT OF 
ANY REMAINS . 
3. -., .. NO STAn1S CHANGE FOR LCDRS SPEICHER AND~ooxElANTICIPA'l'ED AT 
THIS TIME. RELEASED BY J. L. GREER//. -.. _. · 
ADMIN . 
BT 

f/3275 

---
NNNN 

. --



AIHFULL 
TO DIROSDM 
FROH DITRAJB 
SUBJECT: 191135ZAPR912980 
DOCUMENT SENT ON 04/19/91 
ENVELOPE 
CDSN = LGXS37 HCN = 91109/21258 TOR = 911091144 
PTTCZYUW RUEKJCS2980-109114S-CCCC--RUEALGX. 
ZNY CCCCC ' 
HEADER 
P 19114SZ APR 91 
FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 
P R 191135Z APR 91 
FH USCINCCENT//CCJl// 
TO. RHWRHPC/HQ AFHPC RANDOLPH AFB- TX//DPKCAC// 
RUEACNP/COHNAVMILPERSCOH WASHINGTON DC/-/66// 
INFO RUEKJCS/JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC//Jl/35// 
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//POW-KIA// 
RHIUFAA/COMUSCENTAF//DP// 
RHIUFAA/COHUSCENTAF//JRCC// 
RUHGOU/COHUSNAVCENT//Nl// 
RUCJACC/USCENTCOM REAR HACDILL AFB FL//CCJ1// 
ZEN/NAVCENT RIYADH SA// 
BT 
CONTROLS 
c 0 N F IE • T I A L 
HINIHJi£ ~ONSIDERED 
BODY 
HSGID/SYS.RRM// 
AHPN/MIA CASUALTY STATUS// 

~-u· c,,,. 

RMKS/1. · EFFECTIVE 200001Z APRIL 91, THE USCENTCOM JOINT CASUALTY 
RESOLUTION FUNCTION WILL REVERT TO: USCENTCOM J1, MACDILL AFB FL. 
REQUEST ADDRESSEES HAKE WIDEST DISSEMINATION TO APPROPRIATE AGENCIES 
AND ESURE TIIAT. 'IHIS PLAD IS trriLIZED TO KEEP USCENTCOH AWARE OF 
CASUALTY STATUS CHANGES. 
2. 11iE ·FOLLOWING ~ES ARE STILL OPEN: . 

LCDR ~PEIClri:R, LCDR COOKE~ · 
11iE FOLLOWING CASE VE HAD RECENT DEVELOPMENTS WHICH HAY 
NECESSITATE A STAniS CHANGE:· 

f~~~: ~c~~·L~~T ~~o~ms :J A-14f-
3. POC AT HACDILL AFB IS HAJ BAGLEY, DSN 968-6621.// 
~MIN ---
DECL/OADR// 
CLOSTEXT/ I 
BT 

112980 

NNNN 

...... :~. 



ENVELOPE 
CDSN = LGX23~ MCN = 91092/00586 TOR = 910920021 
PTTSZYUW RUEXJCS7381 0920021-SSS5--RUEALCI. 
ZNY SSSSS 
HEADER 
P 020021Z APR 91 
-FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON· DC 
INFO RUFGAID/USEUCOH AIDES VAIHINCEN GE 
RUEXCCG/USDP-CCC WASHINGTON DC i 

RUETIAQ/HPCFTGEORGEGHEADEHD 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 
RUCQVAB/USCINCSOC INTEL OPS CEN MACDILL AFB FL 
RHEPAAB/TAC IDHS LANGLEY AFB VA//IDHS// 
RUFTAKA/USA INTEL CENTER HEIDELBERG GE 
RUFTAKC/UDITDUSAREUR HEIDELBERG GE 
RUDOGHA/USHHR SHAPE BEl/SURVEY// 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
P 011105Z APR 91 

.. \ 

FM CTG ONE S!I EIGHT PT ZER0//00// 
'!'0 kUEKJCS/ JOINT STAFF. WASHIHGTOll DC//OCJC5-Pi-MIA/ J5// _,.I \f.=:) .. 
RHEHAAA/UA'l'IOHAL SECURITY COOHCIL WASHIRGTON DC//G:,;;/ (qlJ 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISAIPW-HIA// . 
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//POW-HIA// 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC//OP092/0P01/0P05/0P06/0P07// 
RUEACMC/CHC WASHINGTON DC//JJJ// 
RUCBSAA/USCINCLANT NORFOLK VA//J2// 
RUCBSAA/CINCLANTFLT NORFOLK VA//N2// 
RHIPAAA/USCINCCENT//CCJ2// ~ 
RHIHDAA/OOHSOCCENT//J2// ~-
RUEOFAA/COMJSOC FT BRAGG NC//J2// 
RUCJACC/USCENTCOH REAR MACDILL AFB FL//J2// 
RUEADWD/HQ DA OSCAR WASHINGTON DC//JJJ// 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RULKNIS/OOMNISCOH WASHINGTON DC//22// 
RUCOAIR/COHNAVAIRLANT DATA NORFOLK VA//20// 
RUHGOAA/COMUSNAVCENT//JJJ// 
RUWFMAA/COMNAVAIRPAC DATA SAN DIEGO CA//N2// 
RUEKJCS/OASD WASHINGTON DC/IFH-P (P1-A-LLP)// 
RUKGNBA/HQ AFIA FT BELVOIR VA//INU// 
RUDMCTF/CTF ONE SIX EIGHT//CTF-HO/CTF-HRICTF-HP/1 
RUEADWD/OA WASHINGTON DC/IDAHI// 
RUDHNIC/COHNAVINTCOH WASHINGTON DC//00// 
RUDHNOP /NAVOPIN ltEN SUITLAND KD/ /SPEA'Rtt-
BT 
CONTROLS 
ii;c * T Wijiii <"',.r,. N~ LJIII'i IIH038001/ 

PAGE:0009 

THIS IS AH OPERATION YELLOW RIBBON REPORT. RET EASABLE BY SERVICE 
CASUALTY DIVISIONS ONLY. FOR YELLOW RIBBON ACTION OFFICERS ONLY. 
SERIAL: (U) IIR 5 300 0237 90. 
BODY 
COUNTRY: (U) IRAQ (IZ). 
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.. . · . PAGE:0010 
SUBJ: (U) IIR 5 300 ·0237 91iPRISONER OF WAR REPORT - DESERT 
STORM (U). 
WARH"ING: (U) THIS IS AN INFORMATION REPORT, NOT FINALLY EVALUATED 
INTELLIGENCE. REPORT CLASSIFIED S E C R E TIWHINTELINOFORN. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
DOl: (U) 91030~. 
REQS: (U) T-8C2-2650-01; HQ AFIINU DEBRIEFING GUIDE. 
SOURCE: (S '?'OF) I lOTS 5300-0091-911 I IS. A U.S. NAVY F14A(PLUS) 
RADAR INTERCEPT OFFICER (RIO) WHO WAS SHOT DOWN OVER IRAQ ON 21 
JANUARY 1991 AND HELD AS A PRISONER OF WAR (fQ!!). 
SUMMARY: (I! Ill ) THIS REPORT PROVIDES INFORMATION ON A COMMENT 
HADE ·sy AN IRAQI INTERROGATOR CONCERHIHG THE STATUS OF A U.S. NAVY 
F18 PILOT. . 
TEXT: 1. (It I INTERROGATOR COMMENT ON USS SARATOGA LOSSES. 
AT ONE OF SOURCE'S INTERROGATIONS, SOURCE VAS TOLD A ·F18 PILOT OFF 
USS SARATOGA WAS DEAD (NFI). (FIELD COHHEHT-THIS MAY CORRELATE TO 
LIEUTEHANT COMMANDER SPEICHER, USN. SOURCE DOES HOT RECALL WHICH 
INTERROGATOR, HOR. AT WHICH SITE AND SESSION THIS COMMENT WAS MADE.) 
THE COMMENT WAS MADE IH THE CONTEXT OF All ATTEMPT TO ELICIT 
INFORMATION COHCERHIIlC AIRWIHG PERSOHHEL. SOURCE WAS ASKED IF USS 
SARATOGA LOST ANY AIRCRAFT. SOURCE SAID YES, A F18 AHD '..N A6. 
SOURCE h'~S ASKED IF HE Oi::W Tu PILOT OF THE F18~ SOURCE REPLIED 
NO. THE INTERROGATOR WAS UPSET, AS BE BELI&vED THE AIRWIHC VAS A 
TIGHT-KHIT FAMILY AHD SOURCE SHOULD JCHOW .THE PILOT. THE 
INTERROGATOR S'!f.TED, "WELL, HE'S DEAD." SOURCE VAS GIVEN HO 
SUBSTANTIVE INFORMATION. (FIELD COHMEN'T--IIl RETROSPECT, BASED ON 
THE INTERROGATION'S SUPERFICIALITY AND THE WIDESPREAD PUBLICATION OF 
LCDR SPEICHER'S STATUS, SOURCE BELIEvES THE INTERROGATOR OBTAINED 
!HE INFORMATION FROM THE PRESS. ) .-.,; 
COMMENTS: ( U) THIS IS THE FOURl'H IN A SERIES OF REPORTS WHICH 
A-DDRESSES ISSUES DISCUSSED IN THE HQ AFIINU DEBRIEFING GUIDE. 
iiiPSP: \U) PG1100/I. . 
I /COMSOBJ: (U) 111/ I. 
ADMIN 
PROJ: (U) 503100. 
INSTR: {U) U.S. NO. 
PREP: (U) HENRY CORSCADDEN, LCDR, USNR, TG 168.0; RAYMOND 
LAGAHASINO, LT, USNR, TF 168. 
ACQ: (U) WASHINGTON, DC (910312). 
WARNING: (U) REPORT CLASSIFIED S E C R E T--WARNING HOTICE­
INTELLIG~NCE SOURCES OR METHODS INVOLVED-NOT RELEASABLE TO FOREIGH 
NATIONALS. 
DECLIOADRII 
~ ---
#7381 
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PRIORITY 
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PATUZYUW. RHSIKMC0996 &811Z19-UUUU--RHWRCCC. 
ZNR UUUUU 
P ZZ1 ZEt0Z MAR 91 · 
FM CDR 689 Ofll CO KKMC SA//~9734/ I · • 
TO RUCINAA/436 SVC DOVER AFB DE//SVM// 
R~EBEJA/CJMAO ~RG DOVER AFB DE// t 

RUDCHAA/COMUSARCENT MAIN//€-~// ; 
RHIPAAA/CINCUSCENTCOM//J4/7 JMAO//. i 
INFO RHS!KMC/CDR ~z SU~COM//ACSLOG-SVCS// 
RUFTRWA/SZZ ALD RAMSTEIN AB· GE~/ALCC// 
RUEAHOF I CJ MAO. ALEX VA/ I ; 
RUEAHOF/CDR PERSCOM AlEX VA// ; 
RHCUAAA/USTRANSCO~ SCOTT AFB Il//CAT/1 
RHCUAAA/HQ MAC SCOTT AFS IL//CAT,L/ 
RUEKJCS/JCS WASH DC//J-4LRC// -:~· 
RHSIKMC/COMNAVLOGSUPFOR ~ 

RULSSAA/COMNAVMEDCOM WASH DC//CODE 33Z// 
RULSSAA/COMNAVMILPERSCOM WASH DC//N-lZZ// 
RHWRMPC/HQ AFMPC RANDOLPH AFB TX//DPMCA// 
RUCIEBA/COMUSCENTAF SHAW AFB SC//DEH/LST// 
RHIUFMA/USCENTAF FWD// 
RHS lKMC/ TSRT 'KKMC 

PAGE 02 RHSIKMC~996 UNCLASS Fouo· 
BT 
UNCLASS FOUO 
SUBJECT: TRANSPOFM'ATION - HUMAN RE~ffiS" 

DATE: E\81. 
TIME: 1ZZ1 

(rr)r""-

I'Y' >( r &.- ,.J "..s 

1 '""" ~ j J- ,· ~~,... c· .. 

1. THE FOLLOWIMG US NAVY/AIR FORCE PERSONNEL CDISASSOCIATED PORTIONS 
ARE ENROUTE TO DOVER AFB.DE VIA C-5 AIRCRAFT MISSION NUMBER Z1~75 
TAIL NUMBER 80453 ETD e7Zl ZZ MARCH 1991: 
BTB RANK SSAN 

~PHilLIS, STEVEN R. CPT UNK 
· · SPE:TtHER, MICHAEl lCDR UNK 

BT 
'#0996 

DOD 
UNK 
UNK 

TCN . 
KSA- J :t!J\.; 
KSA-15~ . 



' ~·. '&.- • 

DTG: 0718002 MAR 91 

FY: NUIST CENTCOM//CCJ2~i// 
VIA: NUIST NET 
TO: NUIST DIA WASHINGTON DC// 
INFO: ALL STATIONS 

PASS TO: DIA//POW-MIA// 

SECRET LIMDIS 

C ~ o k..e 
c c:J .s I-t'~ 

D~y~r­
HD/l~J-:cl .. 
kD r i ·1-z. 

IPh;JiiJ 
--. ----SUBJECT: STATUS OF AMERICAN POWS (U) . Sr~i ~ L.,.,,.-. 

1. CU) TRE FOLLOWING US POWS WeRE RELEASED TO THE INTERNATIONAl :· .,)~~1/ .. 
COLCMITTEE FOR THE RED CROSS ( ICRC) ON 4 WAR 91 AND HAVE BEEN ' 
RETURNED TO COALITION CUSTODY. ALL WERE TRANSPORTED TO THE USHS ~ Tv rn f' 
RiERCY CURRENTLY DOCKED IN BAMRA IN. ALL APPEAR TO BE IN. GOOD · / 
CONDIT ION. ! t/,_,a'f"IW, 

rrSAF YAJ THOMAS GRIFF.;;;--, '---
USA SPC DAVID LOCKETT I 
USA SPC MELISA NEALY /\~ 1 USN L T LAWRENCE SLADE -r _.--'-\ f-1· 

·USN LT ROBERT. WETZEL { De(/~ -
USN JEFFREY ZAUN __ ,., '-1 tc:AS"c _ 

.· .· . ])Fo~.>fZ 

2. (U) THE FOLLOWING US POWS WERE RELEASE TO THE ICRC ON 5 UAR 
91 AND WERE RETURNED TO COALITION CUSTODY 6 MAR 81 • ALL WERE _ . 
TRANSPORTED FROW BAGHDAD TO RIYADH A I R BASE • SA ON 6 MAR 91 AND: 
WERE SUBSEQUENT!Jl TRANSF~~ED TO THE.MERCY. ~WERE LISTED~ 
NON-AMBULATORY J"'MAJ COaJ10t.t;<BROKEN ARMS) ~T ANDREW~ LOWER 
EXTREMITIES, TRx-'UMA). ~ __. _.; 

USUC LTC CLIFFORD M. ACREE 
USAF CAPT WILLIAM F. ANDREWS 
USMC CAPT MICHAEL C. BERRYUAN 
USAR MAJ RHONDA L~ CORNOM 
USAR SPC TROY A. DUNLAP 
USAF COL DAVID W. EBERLY 
USAF LTC JEFFERY D. FOX 

r,' USMC CW04 GUY L. HUNTER 
USAF CAPT HARRY U. ROBERTS 
USMC CAPT RUSSELL A. SANBORN 
USMC UAJ JOSEPH J. SMALL Ill 
.USAR SPC DANIEL J . ST AUAR+S­
USAF CAPT RICHARD D. STORR 
USAF LT ROBERT J. SWEET 
USAR UAJ JEFFERY S. TICE 

---
3. (FOUO) ACCORDING TO Jl (PW/YIA),.THE TWO USAR INDIVIDUALS, . 
~C DAVID BUSH AND SSG CRYSTAL L. RI~LISTED AS UIA ON 4 MAR 

91 CMI SS I NG FROU CONVOY) WERE LOCATED iNtJS CUSTODY. _Qus'JtMND 
~ICKE~ERE SEPARATED FROU THEIR UNIT AND MANAGED TO ATTACH TO 



l. (._ 

ANOTHER UNIT. 

4. L$/liUDls) INITIALDEBRIEF WIT~AJ SUAL~INDICATES HE WAS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR EJECTING BOTH HIMSE~AND ~CREW MEMBERJrCAPT 
DAVID U. SPELLA~ DURING HIS ~RIEFING, ~AID THAT~OURING 
HIS DESCENT HE Alrf1 CEM5PELLACY • sl-PARACHUT AD DEPLOYED. HE 
ALSO NOTICED THAT~ELLACY~OD~APPEARED TO BE LIFELESS. 
DURING AN EARLIERlCONVERSA~ON WITHf§OL CLARK, CCJ1~L~TATEO 
THATASPELLACY·.·!fc:!~ITr: DEPLOYED ONLY PARTIALLY. ~.!;t"I~ATED · 
TO D€1iRIEFERS THAT 'DURIN~ li~£qROGATION BY HIS IRAQI CAPTORS, 
THEY TOLD HUA •HIS PARTNER• WAS bE.A:O AND THEY HAD BUR lEO HIM. 

5 •. ~S) THE WRECKAGE OF THE AV-88 ·P·ILOTED B~~C CAPT 
JAUES W. WILBOURN.;twHO WAS REPORTED IliA ON 23 FEB 91, WAS· LOCATE[ 
ON 4 MAR 91 . 11M1fE WRECKAGE~ REUA INS WERE FOUND. WHICH WERE 
POSITIVELY IDENTIFIED Asft"iLBOURN•!JeN 6 MAR 91 CREF: WA 542 
MSG, 0415152 UAR 91, PCR ~TH SUPPLEMENTAL). 

6. _.A-8'T ON 7 MAR 91~T SWE~, A-10 PILOT WHO WAS THE WING-. 
MAN FOR4&APT STEPHEN PHILLI , ELATE~ILLI~IRCRAFT WENT DOWN 
WITHIN s-to 10 MILES OF GRI COORDINATES 3002N 04715E. THIS 
INFORMATION WAS PASSED TO CAPT REYNOLDS, SOCCENT, ON 7 MAR 91. 

7. ~S) DIVERS HAVE RECOVERED sOME REYAINS AT THE CRASH 
SITE OF THE AC-130H OO~NED OVER WATER ON 3103202 JAN.91. SAR 
ACTIVITIES ARE STILL ONGOING, BUT INDICATIONS ARE THAT THIS CRASH 
WAS NOT ·SURVIVABLE. A BOARD IS SCHEDULED TO CONVENE NEXT WEEK TO 
UAKE A FINAL DETERUINATION CONCERNING THE STATUS OF THE CREW 
UEMBERS. 

8. (U) THE FOLLOWING ~RSONNEL ARE STILL BEING CARRIED AS MiA: 

BLAND, THOMAS C .. 
SSAN: 
RANK: lLT 
SERVICE: AF 
UNIT: 16 SOS (AFSOC) _& 

_w DTG LOST: 31 0326Z JAN 91 I 
. COORD: 2844N 04816E o- I-- -./ 

STATUS : PK I A 
VEHICLE: AC-130H 
RECORD NO.: 36 

" 

COMMENTS: AIRCRAFT PROBABLY DOWN AT SEA. 

BLESS+NSER, JOHN P. 
SSAN: ES ~ 
RANK: SGT ~ 

;t.- SERVICE: AF 
UNIT: 16 SOS (AFSOC) 
DTG LOST: 3103262 JAN 91 
COORD: 2844N 04816E 
STATUS: PK I A 
·VEHICLE: AC-130H 

~-- I 

-------



~~ ... ' ~. 

et::v. \L • 
,.=~~ 

··-RECORD NO.: 413 
COMUENTS: AIRCRAFT PROBABLY bOWN AT SEA 

BUEGE, PAUL G. a 1 . 
SSAN: -ti-.... ::T 
RANK: USGTT 
SERVICE: AF 
UNIT: 16 SOS (AFSOC) 
DTG LOST: 3103262 JAN 91 
COORD: 2844N 04816 • 
STATUS: PKIA 
VEHICLE: .AC-130H 

. RECORD NO. : 37 
COIAtENTS: A I RCRAFT ·PROBABLY DOWN AT SE~ 

CLARK, BARRX. U. · -.. 

SSAN: ..Go·---·aa.. RANK: ~GT • .-
SERVICE: AF 
UNIT: 16 SOS CAFSOC) 
DTG LOST: 3103262 JAN 91 
COORD: 2844N 04816E 
STATUS: PKIA 
VEHICLE: AC-130H 
RECORD NO. : 415 

~COUUENTS: AIRCRAFT PROBABLY DOWN AT SEA. 

CONNER, PATRICK K. _, 

SSAN: ~J7~---· ...e.. - --RANK: LT Co-3) 
SERVICE: NY ~-
UNIT: VA 36, USS ROOSEVELT 
DTG LOST: 0211432 FEB 91 (J1) 028402 FEB 91 (JRCC) 
COORD: 2924N 04820E, NEAR FALAKA ISLAND 
STATUS: PKIA 
VEHICLE: A-6E 
CALLSIGN: HRTLSS 21 
RECORD NO.: 51 

. • .. 

COUUENTS: DOWN IN WATER - NO BEACON OR VOICE. WITH COOKE AT TIME 
SHOT DOWN. 

COOKE , BARRY T. 
SSAN: f § -;, 
RANK: -LCDR (0-4)__. 
SERVIC:E-t- .. NY - --
UNIT: VA 36, USS ROOSEVELT 
DTG LOST: 0222402 FEB 91 (Jl) 0208~02 FEB 91 (JRCC) 
COORD: 2924N 04820E. NEAR FALAKA ISLAND 
STATUS: PKIA 
VEHICLE: A-6E 
CALLSIGN: HRTLSS 21 
RECORD NO. : 50 
COUMENTS: DOWN IN WATER - NO BEACON OR VOICE. WITH CONNER AT 



(ll) 

. OCt;! {[Ji 
TIME SHOT DOWN. -- _..._, __ ____ 

COSTEN, WI LLAU T. _, 
SSAN: iQill .... ~ 
RANK: 'fT (D-3) 
DOB: 08/03/63 
SERVICE: NY 
UNIT: VA-155, USS RANGER 
DTG LOST: 181540Z JAN 91 
COORD: 3000N 04800E 

. STATUS: ·PUlA 
VEHICLE: A6-E 

. CALLS I GN: JAKAL 11 

. RECORD NO.: 6 

. . 

l 

~ COIACENTS : CREWMEt.CBER WAS L T TURNER. LAST SEEN OVER ARABIAN GULF. 
SAR SUSPENDED. · 

DWYER, RO~R,._ J. :1 
SSAN: OR --•••.J 
RANK: T (o-3) 
SERVICE: NY 
UN f T : CVW-8 DET, VFA-87, USS ROOSEVELT 
DTG LOST: 0517002 FEB 91 
COORD: 2915N 04850E (J1) 2915N 04~5E (JRCC) 
STATUS: PKIA 
VEHICLE: FA-18. 
CALLS I GN: PARTY 01 
RECORD NO. : 53 
COMUENTS: OVER WATER LOSS. DISAPPEARED FROM RADAR. 

SUSPENDED POSiiBLY IN IRAN. 

GALVIN, ART_HUR -
SSAN: ~ ··~ RANK: -CAPT .-
SERVICE: AF 
UNIT: 16 SOS (AFSOC) 
DTG LOST: 310326Z JAN 91 
COORD: 2844N 04816E 
STATUS: PK lA 
VEHICLE: AC-130H 
RECORD NO. : 34 
COMMENTS: AIRCRAFT PROBABLY DOWN AT SEA 

SSAN:·- .. - at 
GRUAU~ WI~IAU D. _, 

·RANK: T :J 
SERVICE: AF 
UNIT: 16 SOS (AFSOC) 
DTG LOST: 3103262 JAN 91 
COORD: 2844N 04816E 
STATUS: PKIA 
VEHICLE: AC-130H 
RECORD NO.: 35 

_,-------

.---- ~ 

SAR 



' ,. .. 
(~.o 

bP 

<- tS Ee t < t: 1-. ( 
COMMENTS: AIRCRAFT PROBABLY DOWN AT SEA. 

HARRISON. TIUOTHY R. 
SSAN: ~:1 
RANK: SSG 
SERVICE: - AF 
UNIT: 16 SOS CAFSOC) 
DTG_LOST: 3103262 JAN 91 
COORD: 2844N 04816E 
STATUS: PKIA· 
VEHICLE: AC--130H 
RECORD NO. : 44 

. .. 

COtAtENTS: AIRCRAFT PROBABLY DOWN. AT SEA. 

HODGES, Roa~RT K. .-I 
SSAN: r-. ..... ~ 
RANK: J.FsGT 
SERVICE: AF 
UNIT: 16 SOS (AFSOC) 
DTG LOST: 3103262 JAN 91 
COORD: 2844N 04816E 
STATUS: PK lA 
VEHICLE: AC-130H 
RECORD NO. : 39 

j coaACENTS: AIRCRAFT. PROBABLY DOM(AT SEA. 
~ 

I HOLLAND, DONNIE R. 
SSAN: [j .:1 
RANK: MAJ !J 
SERVICE: AF -... 

I UNIT: 335 FFS (DEPNOTED //4TH TFW 
DTG LOSTi 1720122 JAN 91 
COORD: 3038N 04740E 
STATUS: PUlA 
VEHICLE: F-15E 
CALLSIGN: T-BIRD 56 
RECORD NO.-: 4 

COMMENTS: CREWUEUBER WAS MAJ KORITZ. SAR SUSPENDED. 

KANUHA, -DAMON V. rl 
SSAN: , ....... !!JIJ 
RANK: ~T 
SERVICE: AF 
UNIT: 16 SOS (AFSOC) 
DTG LO.si: 3103262 JAN 91 
COORD: 2844N 04816E 
STATUS: PK lA 
VEHICLE: AC~130H 

RECORD NO. : 42 

---

COMMENTS: AIRCRAFT PROBABLY DOWN AT SEA. 

KORITZ, T~S E. 

\ SSAN: ---·~ 

\ 

\ 
I 
I 

I 
' 
. 
! 



.;JLU i \iS' I 
··-·· ---
RANK: MAJ 
SERVICE: AF 
UNIT: 335 TFS CDEPLOYED)//4TH TFW 
DTG LOST: 172012Z JAN 91 
COORD: 3038N 04740E 
STATUS: PWIA 
VEHICLE: F-1SE 
CALLSIGN: T-BIRD 56 
R~CORC NO. : 5 

----- ------

COtA!ENTS: CREWEUBEfl ;: • ..s UAJ HOL!.AND • SAR SUSPENDED. 
. ' 
: WAY, JAMEI:. :1 

( L ·~ . SSAN: !!.! 
IQ "? . RANK: G 

.. ~ . SERVICE: AF 
: UNIT: 16 SOS (AFSOC) 
. · DTG LOST: 31 0326Z JAN 91 
· COORD: 2844N 4816E 

STATUS: PKIA 
VEH~CLE: AC-130H 
RECORD NO. : 38 
COUMENTS: AIRCRAFT PROSA.'3LY r'~! /,T S':.J .• 

OELSCHLAG~ JOHN L. ~ 
SSAN: Ill i 
RANK: SSG ...... 
SERVICE: AS 
UNIT: 16 SOS (AFSOC) 
DTG LOST: 3103262 JAN 91 
COORD: 2844N 04816E ~ 

~STATUS: PKIA ~ 
VEHICLE: AC-130H 
RECORD NO.: 41 
COMMENTS: AIRCRAFT PROBABLY DOWN AT SEA. 

PHILLIS.. 

(f)0-)' ~!~~~ 
SERVICE: 
UNIT: 
DTG LOST: 

~EPHEN R. J 
CAPT 
AF 
353 TFS, 354 TFW 
1513272 FEB 91 . 

COORD: 2957N 04708E (J1/JRCC) OR 03002N ~715E (REPORTED BY UK 
NCO} 

STATUS: PUlA 
VEHicLE!" A-10 
CALLSIGN: ENFIEL 37 
RECORD NO.: 62 

---

COIACENTS : DOWNED SAME T I UE AS l T SWEET . ACCORD I NG TO TAPE OF 
coa.&IS, SWEET WENT DOWN WITHIN 5-10 KM OF 3002N 04715E. 
PHILLIS F:.w CAP FOR APPROX 10 MIN. BEFORE BEING SHOT 
DOWN. 

l SCHMAUSS. UARK J. 

SECRET UW\J)l.S 

-·, 



s 

' 

Ut:(); \L. i 

SSAN: ~rz---·~ RANK: ~SG 
SERVICE: AF 
UNIT: 16 SOS (AFSOC) 
DTG LOST: 3103262 JAN 91 
COORD: 2844N 04816E 
STATUS : PK I A 
VEHICLE: AC-130H 
RECORD NO.: ~0 

\ Coa.o.tENTS: AIRCRAFT PROBABLY .DOWN AT SEA. 
~ 

SP E I CHER , M I CHAEL S • c tt f f­
SSAN: 
RANK: LCDR 
SE~VICE: NY 
UNIT: VFA-81(S) 
DTG LOST: 1702002 JAN 91 
COORD: · 3245N 04445E 
STATUS: PMIA 
VEHICLE: FA-18 
RECORD NO. : 1 

I 
I ·. 
' I 

( 

.,..-. 
• I 

COM',(E•rrs: DOVfNEO OVER E!AGr!J/.J) IJ·:J Pr.03t~E~ Y OEC~;:: l·:~·::~:n, 1~:> 

EVIDENCE OF DEATH. 

f SPELLACY,~-VID U. 

('~,.;\ } SSAN: L!~ . . a •el 
~J • RANK: CAPT 

I SERVICE: MC 
~ UN IT : wo-1 , t.tAG 1 3 (FWD) • 3D MAW 
l OTG LOST: 250$542 FEB 9_~ 
. COORD: 2901 N 04806E T J1 ) 2~9N 04803E ( JRCC) 
I STATUS: PUlA 
1 VEHICLE: OV-10 
' CALLSIGN: PEPPER 77 
: RECORD NO.: NONE AT PRESENT 

I 

I 

! 
I 
I 
I 
I 

-~ ! r 
;i. j .... 

~ COMMENTS: SAR SUSPENDED. CREWUEYBER WITH MAJ SMALL WHO HAS BEEN 
~ RELEASED. INITIAL DEBRIEF OF SUALL INDICATES THAT HE ~~ 
. 

1 CSUAL.L) THE BACK-SEATER, EJECTED BOTH HIMSELF ·AND ~ /\·~ 
SPELLACY BUT SPELLACY•s CHUTE DID NOT FULLY DEPLOY. NO ,. yr f?Z 
UOVEt.tENT WAS NOTED ON SPELLACY • S PART OUR I NG DESCENT • . 
OUR I NG INTERROGATION BY THE IRAQ I • S , SMALL WAS TOLD : 
THAT •HIS PARTNER• WAS DEAD AND THAT THEY HAD BURIED 
HIU. 

TURNEFr.-CH.MLES J. 
SSAN: ~ I 
RANK: LT (o-3) 

---
DOB: 08/03/61 
SERVICE: NY (RES) 
UNIT: VA-155, USS RANGER 
DTG LOST: 181540Z JAN 91 
COORD: 3000N 04800E 
STATUS: PUlA 

-- .... ,,_ ----- .. -

SECRET . 1..-IMbi.S 



t. ; ' : 
,.___ ........ _ ..... ' 

VEHICLE: A6-E 
RECORD. NO.: 7 
COMMENTS: CREWUEUBER WITH LT COSTEN. LAST SEEN OVER THE ARABIAN 

GULF. SAR SUSPENDED. 

UNDERWOOD, REGINALD C. 
I I I SSAN: - !1 
.[ ~ I RANK: -cAPT ( o-3) 

SERVICE: MC • 
UNIT : WA-331 , MAG .CO, 41TH, YES FPO NY 0950S-0527 
DTG LOST: 2706462 FEB 91 (J1) 2703452 FEB 91 (JRCC) 
COORD: 29.C3N O.C7.C5E 
STATUS: POW 
VEHICLE: AV-8 
CALLSIGN: MAGIC 14. 
RECORD NO.: NONE AT PRESENT 
COUUENTS: VOICE CONTACT WITH SAR A/C, BUT NO RECORD OF CONTACT 

WITH UNDERWOOD ON GROUND. SAR ONGOING. UK PIREP SAID 
_g-· TALKED TO HIU, NF I. 

bb 

WALTERS, DIXON L ~ 
SSAH: (T=-:;:::-_~i.J · 
RANK: CAPT . 
SERVICE: AF 
UNIT: 16 SOS (AFSOC) 
DTG LOST: 3103262 JAN 91 
COORD: 284.CN 4816£ 
STATUS: PKIA 
VEHICLE: AC-130H • 
RECORD NO. : 33 ..... ~ 
COMUENTS: A I RCRAFT PROBABLY DOWN AT SEA. 

RANK: MAJ (o-4) 0 

SERVICE: AF 
u·NIT: 16 SOS (AFSOC) 
DTG LOST: 3103262 JAN 91 (J1) 3103202 JAN 91 (JRCC) 

. COORD: 2844N 04816E (J1) 3830N 04828E (JRCC) 
STATUS: PKIA 
VEHICLE: AC-130H 
CALLSIGN: SPIRIT 03 
RECORD· NO.: 32 
COUUENt.S i PROBABLY DOWN AT S~ ...SAR ONGOING. 

---. 
9. (U) APPROVED FOR RELEASE BY CENTCOU All MANAGER CAPT UCCREA. 

DECL: OADR 

NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN 
NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN 
NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN 
NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN 

SECRET UM[)Ij 

I 
I 

I 



·"VAL MILITARY PERSONNEL· .-~HANOi· DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY.( SHINGTON, D. C. 20J70 
( 

REPORT OF CASUALTY 1 •r~o•n NuMBt" AND ,.,,.~SUp·~ 91 Feb 7 12 
L'•'l ~-~ ~•A to 

11· -----~~-2B__-t5r';v'Tc.t IO[NTt,&CATION IN••~ • .5ur•l k~ti"IF N.,,.. •• ,. C#IW4r or H•lf. C••~ .. l • ..... r" fHWI 0, • .,..,., .. ,"1. 1/.ID~I.IftOJC"I 

SPEICHER Michael 
.-cAiUAL TY StATUS 

a. [iJ aanu 

1st Appt: ENS (USNR) 1980 Oct 31 

INDIAN: 502 

c. •••uus 0 ora'"' 0 ... 
d. DAU 199} Jan 17 

0 ..... ..c. . ~-·....c. ... aCtiOH 0 ou•r• ·-----

•· •~act trag 
·-

causr • c••cUMS'Ia .. ccs Failed ·to return ·from a combat airsraft &trike mission 
over lraq. 

~-.-.--D-A_T_£_A_N __ O_fi_~-A-C~£~0~~~---.A~Y~M~~~~~------~~ .• ~A~C~£----------~-~-.~.~£~.---------rd~.~R~~E~L~I~G-.IO~U-5~· ~FERENCE 

1980 Oc:t 31 

"l:~~~~r:n~-~~-~--~-c-!_;_._T•_v_£_,_•_a_a_b.~.-~-~-~-~-P_~_:_d_1~~-~~~~~~=-~~~~ 7 a. ~A't' GAAOt 

. ·- 004. 
8 DUTY 51 ATUS 

...._ ACTTVE 
· 0 1NT£R£:5TCO PERS~~ INIIMr. Aclcsrn.. ftdr;;.hg..U.IIJI .,. 

--~-~-· 

= I 10 A~"'ORT FO~ VA TO 
! J"O~LOW m YCS 0 NO 

ji'lz~ SEAVIC[ DATA 

[!) Y£5 0 "'0 
I 

; tl R[WAJ!KS 

-:.: ..... -· · ...... - .·. :- .. •·· . 

,.·uoT~o·uT£~ 

I. Aflllll -•• ttf .,,,.. 

• d ,2.3 

COMCARAIRWING StmmJ:N 1991 Ja!l 17 -~ 
ENI, IISNR 1980 Inn 17 - 1 980 Oct 31 

-. . 
- --- ·---

•• I • • • ... I -- -- --

---

, I 

DOB 

b 

-

!. &r~t:>ltrNir, fur • ._.,.,,,, ,.~ "'~~ ,,.,.., • •u -""'""' •• .,,.- rlt"-1 .. .....,..,..., .,.. ~til,.,.,~ ... ,._ 
J. IW~trl..-..r, lor .,,._.ld ,..~...., .,,,.....,... .. .,,..,., ... ,,.., .- ..... unl ~'"""''*au ... ~. 

•• DtSTAttfUTI~ 

H- CO~VBASt 

CHARLESTON SC 

DO FOA .. 

' FE 8 7l 1300 

tS .. GNATU"t (L[Mf.NT 

Certified to be a true Certification of Casualty. 

a .. :> ~ L, · I! 
~ead,.CasuaftY Assiii&nc~ Branch 

By direction of the Comman~er. Naval Military Personnel Co.m&D 



NAVAL MILITARY PERSONNEL COHHAND, DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY, WASHINGTON, D. C. 20370 

PREPAR£0 

REPORT OF CASUALTY 

lst Appt: ENS (USNR) 1980 

SPEICHER. Michael Scottlf9• ~LCDR 004 QSN 0 1310 
• CASUALTY STATUS ---.l 

a. [iJ •. u·~'-E .. • 0 NOiif••&T~'-[ b. CUM..,I•ClO TO\IIt DATE INDIAN: 502 

0 OIAh• o .... 0 MI ... NG m MIS .. NG ... ACtiO.. 

d. OATr_.l~9~9~1-MJ~aun._l~VL---------------- : lxag 

f: cAusr • c••cUMsTA .. cEs Failed to return f·rom a combat airr;raft' &t:rt'ke missign 
·. over iraq. 

& a. DATE AND ,.LACE OF BIRTH lb. RACE . lc. SEa ld. REUGIOUS ";REFERENCE 

57 Jyl 12 __ Kansas CitY MQ_caucas,"an Male l Metbndi st 
6 DATt AND ,_LAC£ OF LAST· ENTRY ON ACTIVE DUTY IN CURRENT STATUS AND HOME Of- RECOI'D AT TIME 

7 &. PAY GRAD£ 

-- 004 
II DUTY 51 ATUS 

AC7IVE 
8 INTERESTCO PERSONS INarr~r. Addrwu. ll_•AaliOIUit,l 

10 R(II-ORT FOP VA TO 

FOLLOW 1KJ YES 0 .,.0 

PRIOR SERVICE DATA 

[YJ \"[S 0 ... 0 

,.·uon.:un::) 
I. Adwll nc·at "'"'" 

1,2,3 .. ----~ .. - ··- ..... ........ 

11 R~POATING COMWANO .,!.GENCY AND DATE R£,.0AT RLCEiV£0 IN D£,_AAT .. ~tr.T .. · 

COMCABAIRWING 'S'Evttm:EN 1991 Jan 17 

---

:!. 8'n!'(u··u~ fur lrt~lwll ~ ,..,~. '" rn•ftl ,,.,,... • ,..., ... ""'".'"'.,.if,· ••' rltii.J •• dr••tft81rd .,,. ..,r.,N ~I r..-tpiM'!' -'-111. 
J. 1\#'u#'/•rta~ fnr u'lpoul 1•,.. efttf ., .. .,.,,._, .. dr••••Mift'd ..,,. ,,., ..,,.J ••f ,. ... ...,...,,.(') .... ; 11 • 
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F" STRKfiTRON ·£tGKf ON£ 

st:cf\164 
aaL;1N:aTON ANNEX 
•IliACI& CINTER 

TO CDftNAVftlL,ERSCOft WASHINGTON DC//,~/66// 
INFO ZEN/COKCRUD£SGRU EIGHT Z£N/USS SARATOGA 

ZEN/COKCARAIRWIHG SEVENTEEN 

S-i E 1\ £ -y //NO 1770// 
SUBJ: tO INVESTIGATION REPORT ON ftiA PERSONNEL, NftPt-~/66 (U) 
MSGID/G£NAD"IN/YFA•81// . : 
REF/A/DOC/ft&LPEKSftAN ~210100.8// 
REF/8/RKG/tO~CARAIRWING S£V£NT£!N/1720)8ZJAN9l// . 
NARR/REF A IS PER$ CASUALTY REPORTS POLICY fOR FD~L~DN RPT IY CO. 
R£ F 8 IS INITIAL PERS CASUALTY (I\ I A) REPORT. I CO LCDR fU CHAlL S. 
SPEICH£R~ USN, •9\•52-9897/1)10// · . · . · · . 
RKKS/1. (U) FOL RPT 5UBIUTT£D lAW R!F A, AND AS A"'LIFYING INfO TO 
REF B. . · 
2. ~ON 17 JAN 91, VFA•81 FA•18 ACFT SIDE .NUKBER AA-~3 (IUNO 
16)48~), PILOTED BY LCDR SPEICHER, PARTICIPATED IN THE fiRST NIGHT 
STRIKE ~ISSION TO SUPPRESS EN£ftY AIR Dlf£NS!S IN VCTY Of lAGHDAD, 
IRAQ. AA•&.03 FA!LED TO CHECK· IN UPON CMPLETION OF STRIICl. STRIKE 
LEADtft REPORTED LAST CONFI~D SIGHTING OF·AA•403 VAS AT COMPLETION 
Of AIRBORN£· REF.U£LING PRIOR TO ENTERING HOSTILE TERRITORY, INTENS£ 
~URF~CE·TO•AJR ftiSSIL£ EMEftY fiGHTER ACTIVITY AND ANTI•AIRCftAFT 

RTI . trT IN 

0 OAT£, IKE RESCUl rORCES HAVE REPORTED NO 
VtSU~L SIGNALS OR RADIO C~ FROft LCDR SPEICHER. STill£ R!StUE 
EfFORTS WILL tONTtNU£ UFN. NO FURTHER INFO AVAIL, 
~. (C) fVO ABOVE INFO, RECOMEND ."DR SPEICKlR'S STATUS REM·IN AS 
P'tll. ~ 
5. . (U) REL£ASEO BY 1\.T. AND£RSON, USN, CO YFA-8\ .// 
OlCL./OADR// IT 

---

. Ct.ii\PC WlSH Ot . . ADY 11. 
ACT. I ON N"PC6~ (~ . . . (R,ft) 
iNFO tct (\ftCERC (1). MPCOO (1) NftPC0.1E (11 IU\PC05 (1) 

NKPC4 (2) DUTY OFF I CEll(\) CNP (1) Tfk Ck•USN (I) 

(bYJ) 
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rt,VZ CZ C CW C ~07 
\ PT! CZYU\o; nU r~ ~.fA e19 S 
" ZN'r' CCCCC 
' r 1 71 ~ 1 ez J A ~ 9 1 z YB 

Fr. erG oNE ; I vE. FI v! 
TO C!F 0 Nl r l ';i:. rl Vl 
ET 
C 0 t; F l D t: N ! l ~ L ·f£kSOt.AL FOE\ hAD,., P:l XO ~ mer, GE.E I /N0~0"0// 
~UE,J: ft:ISSI NG A CFT CU > · · · 
f'.S G 1 D /G~ NA IiI'. I h /C T G 15 5 .2/19 9 /JAN II 
nt-d<S/1. CC) Rll.EY, THE LOSS OF AA-4~ pUniNG CUR INITIAL EAGHDAD 
STRIKE IS. ~DST UhFCf\Tl:~AT£. AT THIS JUNC'TURE, I A~ .. NOT CERTAIN 
~·nA £ OCCURJ\£L ~Ul hAVE. COf'~ILED THE ·FOl-1.0\ir'l N() FACTS Fi\Q~,. 
AlnCRE.\ri DEBRIEFS AND ObSEnVATiON BY CDR MIKE CSPCCK) ANDERSO~ 

THE STRIKE LEADER, ALL TI~.ES LOCAL: 
A. 4·~ LAST SIGH!ED AT !lff.E e.32e, POSITIOh 2.9-l~NE.7/~l-00E~ 

CEAfi ~ INT OF RAISI~ TANKER TnACK> HEADINb 015 DE~REES TRUE.· 
B. ASSIGNED SEAD LAU t;Cn POI If! ·\kAS e15 DEGnEES, 2 68 hr. FRCtr: EAR 

fJOl NT • 
c. 4e.3 ClD NO! rtE?ORT TO FOST-~Tf.IKE !AfH~IN~ fOSITlON A! 

=:.?.I E:r ED 1 I.~~ • 
•. -- .. ..,-,r--- ...... 0 ·­- . 

rAI!& FLfi<:r .· ~ · · 
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D ( P T 0 F N A V Y 
&PEEIAL HANBLINS Rt&~IRE8 

C c• ,.-?#'7 r,.... 
1'4'4£:01AT£ fV' 

jo 1 DZ21 EaZ FEB .. 91 
\f..'L£.Q~.U S N AV C £NT 

ZYUIJ RUHGSGG9938 069221~ {,1~1tf/_,r~L 

t T o ______ (:NCL.~~-.S_HJ~TON OC//OP-018// 

. ~S E c .. R. ~ T SPt.,kAL.f'ERS~.A-~ FOR RADM GALLO FRO"· SMITH //NOOOOD// 
$"UUf.,f: "lA INFOR"ATlO~ CUJ . 
"SGID/GENADMlN/COMUSNA~CENT// . 
RMKS/1• £.e"f ADMIRAL.t FOLLOUING JNFOR"ATIDN lS SUBMITTED IN 
RtSPD~SE TO 9 MARCH TtLCON BETWEEN CAPT STEV£ LO£FFLrR AND MY N3. 
THE INFORMATION IS TH~ BEST WE CAN OBTAIN FROM AJRCREV DEBRIEFS 
A~D RADIO CD"~UNICATI~NS ~ELAY£0 UP THE CHAIN. WE HAYE 
JNT£NTIONALLY HADE THIS A CLASSIFIED MESSAGE IOT GIVE YOU AS "UCH 
DETAIL AS POSSIBLE• 
2. ~ TH~ FDLLOVING NAVC~NT PERSON~EL ARE LISTED AS "IA DUE TO 
H~STILE AETJDN DURING OPE~ATION DESERT ST 
lCDR MlCHAtL s. SPt:ICHERt USN_,,===~~ 

.. -L T -C-~A·~ifs J. &URH(i\' USNR i 
.1 L'r WILLIA~ T. COSTENt USN, t I 

Pp 
} ~~~R~T;iilliGODK£ .. t USNt ~~~~~~~~IJ\ 

\ 
LT PATRlC( K. CONNE~t USNt 
ClPT REGI~ALO C. ~NOE~WOOD•·USMCt 
.3. tSJ THE: LOSSES Ll STED PARA 2 0 URRED JN R SEPARATE EVEN-TS. 
A. fS..> LCOR SPEICH!:Rt VFA-81 CF/A-18)• EMBARKED IN USS SARATOGA . ) 
\lAS CONDUCTING A NIGHT STRIKC7"1SSION IN THE VICINITY OF VE:ST ~ 
Bl~HDlO ON 17JAN9l• b~ 

IT YAS NOT POSSIBL[ TO DETERMINE 
AIRCRAFT ~AS SPEICHER BUT NO OTHER AIRCRAFT WERE LOST. 
W :: R ~ 0 C 0 M HUN I CAT 1 0 N S OR 8 E: A C 0 NS REP o·R T E 0 • 

• • • • • • • • • • 
>> $ P E e A T << 

• • • • •• • • • • • • 
>> PERSONAL FOR << 
• • • • • • • • • • • 

CNO IJASH DC 
A:TION RA)~ GALLO(l) 
l~FO 00(1) 09(1) SC(l) 

I bJ 

_ __....... 

TOTAL COPIES REQUIR~D 4 

HCN=910&9/l0923 TjR:91069/2314Z TAD=91070/0802Z CpSN=CNT368 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••• PAG£ 01{0.) y· 
• seeRET'SPECAT . • 1D2216Z Fte· 916 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 
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• SEe~E~/SPEEAT • 
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N A V A L M E S S A G r 
D r P T 0 F N A V Y 

>>> Sl'EC!AL tiAffCtfNG k£QtJlR&D <<< 

o. .kS") 

.. 

6. (C) HOP( THIS INFORMATION VILL ASSIST IN DtALJNG WITH TH~ 
FAMILIES. A CONCrRN IS THAT W( RAISE NO FALSE HOPES• USCINCC[NT 
IS COORDINATING UITH COMPONENT COHHANDS AND THE ICRC TO LDCAT£ 

P1CN=910G9/10923 TOR=91069/231~Z TA0:91070/0802Z . CDSN=CNT36B 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••• PAGE 02/t)~ 
• SEERE~6PEe~ • 102216Z FfB 91 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••• . , 
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N A V A l M [ S S A G £ 
.DE:PT OF NAVY 

>>> SPE:CIAL HANDLING REQUIRED <<< 

A~D I~VE:STIGATE ALL C~ASH SITtS. WC HAVE DIRECTED. COHIDEASTFOR 
TO CONDUCT SEARCH OPE~ATIONS FOR THOSE SITtS BtLIEV£0 TO BE JN 
Trl~ ARABIAN GULF. UE WILL. KEEP YOU JNFORftED AS SITUATION 
~ARRA~TS. WARM REGARDS ANC VERY RESPECTFULLY •. ·BERNIEe/1 
D~CL/OADR// BT 

~CN=91069/10923 TOR=~l069/231~Z TAD=9107~/0802Z CDSN:CNT3.8 
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DTG 
FROM 
CONTROLS 
S E C R E T NOFORN REL UK 
QQQQ . 
SECTION 01 OF 02 

290202Z JAN 91 
FM SSO DIA //IRAQ REGIONAL ITF// 

/*********** THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE ************/ 
BODY 
PASS: SSO FORSCOM PASS COPY TO DIA REP. SSO USTRANS PASS COPY TO 
CIA REP. SSO SAC PASS COPY TO·DIA REP .. SY SEC SHAPE PASS TO MR. 
PULSINELLI, DIA REP TO SHAPE. DIRNSA PASS TO G-6/G-64/W-4/W-15/DAZ. 
SSO DA PASS TO DCS-OPS & PLANS AND DAMI-FIC. SSO USEUCOM PASS TO 
ECJ2, JIC, AND SOCEUR. SSO SAM PASS TO G2 FIFTH US ARMY. : 
SUBJ: MILITARY SITUATION SUMMARY (000-JIC) SUPPLEMENT A$ OF 271900Z 

__ JAN 91 (C) 
-(U) AIR DEFJ]SE· ~ 

- ----l.l)- I ( S7-RELUK) 

--- (2). (S/NF/jlE(UK) A NAVY F-14 OVER H-2 AIRFIELD AND A NAVY 
F/f-18 ~!EAR BAGI:UWJ WERE REPORTEDLY SHOT DOWN BY SA-2 MISSILES 
Wl1 HC'UT /\NY PRIOR \tARtUNG ON THE r~'tlR. THERE IS ~!0 EVIDENCE OF AN SA-2 • 
SITE IN THE H-2 AREA, INDICATING THAT T~ t-=-14 MAY IN FACT HAVE.BEEN 
SHOT DOWN·BY AN SA-6 UNIT IN THE AREA. CLOUD COVER REDUCED THE 
VISUAL W 'ING TIME FOR THE F-14 PILOT. 

( 3). ( S/NF/RFIIIK\ 

(4)_ (S/~UK) 

( 5). 

NOFORN 

(!)/~LJK) 

(A)... ( s¥w"N) 

lB). (S/N~UK) . 

REL UK 

,L'E/cA.,c 
_3ro£~ 

~ !t=I!J.s ..:­

_;; ~ ~ .:z J/<.. 
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(6). (S/N~UK) 

· .. ,.-,...._ ... -

NOFORN REL UK 


