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., /Washington, the lésson of h:story was

cmy, it will. eventually tum on thc
cmzens by whose authority it exists. -

by Washmglon may, at last bc com-
mg to haunt us. -

As the social fabric ot' our nation .

frays, and traditions that have cloaked
us in domestic security for genera-
tions gradually unravel, one of the
patchwork ‘solutions proposed is an

increased military involvement in ci- -

vxhan law enforcement. .

" President Clinton was rccently
asked to muster troops to help belea-
guered police in Washington, D.C.
Drowning in a flood of illegal immi-

grants, the Border Patrol is. moving .
‘closer to routine involvement of U.S. -

troops along the Mexican border. -
"> But no issue has drawn the military

- “into civilian law enforceitient like “the -
- war on drugs.” Under that banner, the

“~governmerit has begun an orgy of sei-
“zures that make mockery of the sup-_
--—poscd sanctity of private property and
-- constitutional _guarantees of reasonable
'search and seizure, and due process of
law. Citizens are given assurances we

“must surrender a liberty here and a”

constitutional right there to regam do-
mestic security. .3

-~ While sifting the foul ashes ot‘
Waco, where power gone mad backed
Lady Liberty into a corner and shot
her in the head, Soldier Of Fortune
has learned the “drug issue” may be
more of a ruse than a reason for this
march down the slippery slope to-
ward martial law. .

" As the Waco trial slowly unfolded
in federal court in San Antonio, testi-
mony by Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms (ATF) agents — the
gestapo of G-men — reluctantly re-

vealed that ATF's rai%@g&ms

honed future generauons against a

Report-
Jers ran for the phones,-and_Arm
spokcsmen ‘confirmed involvement of

“standing' ‘army ‘in “peacetime.”To

““that if the’ military has no other en-

.. The specter raised 200 years ago

_cnforcemem history.” X7
. ost disturbing,’ though were rev-
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B Green Berets 1n trainin some 80 A’I'F

,!Lt_h_;_‘hlnndy—md—ouhs_ﬁmch E

.- Davidian’ compound. 7

which were shared with the New York
Daily News, indicates Green Beret train-

. ing for the ATF was far more involved
" than the Army will admit. Despite con-

trary claims, SOF leamed through sev-
-eral interviews within the” SpecOps
community and Pentagon that Green
Beret trainers violated their group’s
policy, and possibly federal law, with
the type and scope of mstrucnon pro-
vided the ATF. Ve

Further i mcreasmg lhc off‘ cial sen-

'smvnty over this ignominious inci-

- dent are allegations "that four Green
Bejsls_dgnnnd_:mms_znd—wakched_
while their ATF protégés c

N T

elatlons the training mission was not
a rogue operation, but part of a sanc-
" tioned, ongoing program to more in-'

: volve the military in civilian law en-
o forcement, from federal agents down
; to Deputy Bamey Fife. =-.zmavit

= The move began in 1989, when
Congress approved a defense autho-
rization bill directing the Pentagon
to train and assist “to the maximum
extent possible” civilian police
engaged in drug interdiction.
The law was partly a response to
Defense Secretary Dick Cheney’s
earlier designation of drug traffick-
ing as a national security threat.
After the bill passed, Cheney
announced activation of Joint
Task Force Six [ITF-6] at Fon
Bliss, Texas.

“JFT-6 support is intended to serve
as a force multiplier to law enforce-
ment agencies,” states JTF-6’s Op-

SOF’s investigation, the results of ™

Q.
."_the biggest disaster of Amencan law- )

."'l;,u\t*x. (Y ,..o [ vn".‘.s B

erauonal Suppoit Planning Gmde,'

,obtamed by SOF. It has “the poten-

- tial to enhance [law enforcement]
"% éffectiveness ‘or release significant

.._resources to focus on [drug] interdic-,
-tion/seizure achons
~='force approach.” . -’

-~ Located near JTF-6 headquartcrs
is its ‘civilian counterpart, Operation
Alliance — a Justice Department
entity accepting applications from
civilian law enforcement agencies for
military assistance in drug operations.

Although JTF-6's stated mission
is drug interdiction, “the bottom line
is that Operation Alliance will lie
to JTF-6 [about drug allegations] in
a heartbeat,” said one DoD source
familiar with the program. “The re-
questing agency, such as ATF, will

‘tell Operation - Alliance there’s a

drug angle — with a nudge and a
wink — just to get what they want.
And many txmes. JTF 6 doesn t

even care.”
~=5'The quesnon of drugs in ATF'
“Waco investigation was raised early

on. .During ATF-FBI press confer-
ences early in the 51-day standoff,
four different press organizations, in-

cluding SOF and The New York

" Times, asked: Was there suspicion of
.. illegal drugs? Each txme, the answer
“: was no.

e e

-~ Two wecks later, when asked h0w
ATF got permission to use National
Guard helicopters, the'story changed.
Texas law requires evidence of ille-
gal drugs before its aircraft are made
available to federal agents. ATF
spokesman David Troy, who later re-
signed when accused of lying about
other aspects of the raid, suddenly
recalled “evidence” of methamphet-
amine labs at Mount Carmel. Troy’s
claim was “made up out of whole
cloth,” said one ATF source
in Texas. ‘

In the subsequent trial, not onc
shred of evidence of il.!;gal drugs wa:
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’ 'ety ‘where ‘drugs’
.. are commion, it'is_"

't Planmng Gwde, ot

"It has “the poten- |
[law_ enforcement] -
release significant —_:.. i
son [dmg] interdic- . - :
- usmg a total the military éan'go. -
= "The JTF-6 plannmg guide states

"~ military forces “are precluded by the

JTF 6 headquarters
unterpart, Operation
Justice Department
3 apphcauons from
rcement agencxes for
ce in drug operations.
F-6's stated mission -
ion, “the bottom line
on Alliance will lie
: drug allegations] in
aid_one DoD source
1¢ program. “The re-
y, such as ATF, will

-Alliance there’s a
with a nudge and a
» get what they want.
mes, JTF 6 doesn t

lines which types of assistance it can
and cannot provide, but notes omi-

capabilities is ever all-inclusive...”

Under “Political Sensitivities,” the
guidebook advises “employment of
military force in such a way as to
avoid any potential confrontation with
the civilian populace ... Many opera-
tions are inherently sensitive and in- "

heightened by the release of mforf
. mation to the public.” .- ‘=
- Sources interviewed by SOF saxd
n of drugs in ATF s .- both Operation Alliance and JTF-6 keep
ation was raised early
TF-FBI press confer-
. the S1-day standoff, -
sress organizations, in-
and The New York
Was there suspicion of
Each ume, the answer ’

gal loopholes to"allow further military
involvement ‘in “civilian law enforce-

- ¢dges that in a roundabout fashion: .
. "Innovatwe approaches to provid-
" ing hew and more effective support'
to [law enforcement agencies) are
constantly sought,” the opérational -
pianning guide says, “and legal and

.

later, when asked how
sission to use National
ters, the story changed.
juires evidence of ille-
sre its aircraft are made
federal agents. ATF
avid Troy, who later re-
accused of lying about
: of the raid, suddenly
dence” of methamphet-
i Mount Carmel. Troy's
made up out of whole
d one ATF source

military capabilities are gradually’
being eliminated ... Pending legisla-

tive actions may soon | alleviate some

of these restrictions...

Houston attorney Mike DeGeurin,
defending one Davidian, got.
everyone's attention when be asked a
government witness if he recognized
any of five names that DeGeurin im-
plied were present when Mount
Carmel was raided.

Fort Bragg’s personnel locator ser-
vice confirmed that the five men listed

bsequent trial, not one
ence of illegal drugs was
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rgrovo MouT (Mllltary Opl In Urban
errain) facility at F. Hood, where Green
rets !ralnod BATF agents before tholr

Poss¢ Comitatus Act from performing -
search, seizure, artest or other similar
law enforcement activities.” It then out-

nously that “no list of military support
-, Fitts, SSgt. Jay C. Burkhardt and

volve various risks which may be

' legal staffs busy, primarily finding le- *~
like ATF requests’ mhtary
<+ assistance from Operation

ment. The JTF-6 handbook acknowl- = Alhanceh the request

- the RSU, which assigns ,
policy barriers to the application of -

Tmnmg Team (MTT) meeting ATF's

Waco, raid contingent at Fort Hood
. also included Captain Clyde Moore -

(desngnated team commander), SSgt.
Michael J. Dooney, SSgt. Steven M.

SSgt. Robert R. Moreland — all of
Company B, 3rd Battalion, 3rd SFG.

"~ The 10 were among a company of

- Green Berets  deployed in January
1993 from Fort Bragg to McGregor
*."Range, New Mexico, a remote part '
of Fort Bliss. The Bragg-based troops
were assigned a 90-day stint with the

support. If the request |
-, passes muster, JTF-6 is-
“sues a mission order to"

men to the task. Before '
deployment, however, a green
light must come
from ~ Forces
-Command
(FORSCOM).
Then, the MTT de-
ploys to a training

on drugs.

_ site to meet the ci-

vilian lawmen it will train.

Mission JTOO2E resulted in an op-
erational detachment from 3rd Bat-
talion, 3rd SFG, deploying to Fort
Hood to train ATF. On 16 February

Class ‘Greg Handy, ‘Staff Ser-
geant Jon F. Wilson and SSgt. ¢ Cordell .

- SOF so;:rces mdlcate the Mobde.

" contact, agent Kris Mayfield. -

2 Jolnt Task Force Six logo. the muiti-
agency rent-a-troop instrument
designed to provide military resources
to clvillan law enforcement in the war

;membera' of their SRU feams =
Conway C. LeBleu, “Todd W

“f— were killed.) - : s
. Handy, Dumn and Ackley rerumed
to McGregor Range 19 February. The

‘entire detachient returned to Hood 22 .

February. Dunn and Wilson, two of the
.Green Berets who would later watch

- "the disastrous ATF raid at Mount

. Carmel, went to meet ATF point-of-

_ The Green Berets and the approxx- .
. mately 80 ATF agents who would

' ultimately arrive were billeted in the - f
- bottom floor of Building 4424, the *-f:

top floor of Building 4426, and Build- .
mg 4462, Fort Hood sources said. :
* The following day, som¢ Green,
Berets went with Mayfield to the’
Hargrove MOUT sxte “an
“took ‘measurements 't

*McKeehan and Robert J. erharns

Bgl_li_g_fm_ntio_qz_.
mock-up ‘of .Mount.

ayfield ac-
compamed_ Dooney,

to McCoy ]
Buxldmg Supply in
Killeen for materials. '
-, By 24 February, all -

ATF personnel, includ-

Sarabyn, Phil
- Chojnacki (both ~
now fired) and
Ted Royster ar-
rived. XO Petree
flew commercial ~
to Killeen, where
he was met by two members of
the detachment. It was a mystery
why a major would come to super-

Continued on page 75 P
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HANDGUN CONTROL

Continued from poge 33

‘the next few years A couhnued PR

- campaign with the general public as

well as the legal and judicial com-
munity, will enable us to finally get
ground-breaking rulings which can

-" change the violent face of the Ameri- - ~

..can landscape for years to come. " .

‘Legal Point 1: Making possible

. the suing of owners of guns, as a

i
.‘victims of gua violence:

group, for monetary compensation for

Once gun owners in America havc
been identified through a verifiable
“source, i.¢., the pending national com-
puter registry, it would be possible to
seek further compensation for vic-
tims of gun violence through legal
means. As a group, gun nuts would
constitute an identifiable entity for
class-action suits and other legal ac-
tions for compensation to victims of
gun violence.

Legal Point 2: Suing gun organiza-
tions under the RICO [Racketeer Influ-
enced, Corrupt Organization] statute:

MAY 94
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Deilta, UT 84624

"CATALOG

‘Global Sales -
P.O. Bx 1000-F ..

" | From time to time, we make our list of

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS:

customers’ names and addresses avail-
able to carefully screened companies to
send announcements of their products or
services.

If you prefer not to receive such mail
ings, and want your name on our sub-
scriber list only, please write us, enclos-
ing your mailing label.

Please address your request to:

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE
P.O. Box 348

Mt Morris, IL. 61053
Attn: Customer Service

It would be expected that gun
groups and lobbying groups such as
the NRA would encourage non-com-
pliance. Thus nationally recognized
groups will be technically “orga-
nizing to break the law.” Once this

.can be proven, these groups will be

vulnerable to lawsuits based on the

. RICO statute and drained of their

financial resources through repeatcd

. legal action. . - —

Legal Point 3: Suing thc makéxs
of toy-replica guns, toy wcapons and

- violent entertainment: ...

‘One of the puxveyoxs of v:oIence
to society, companies which profit

- from violence would eventually be
identified and made legally respon-

sible for the violent acts inspired by
their products. A study would have
to be created to link these companies
to those actions taken as a result of
their products. Threat of legal action
would convince many manufacturers
and distributors that other nonvio-
lence-related toys would be more
worthwhile. Lawsuits against makers
of violent entertainment and violence-
related recreational materials and
toys, would make them fiscally ac-
countable for the cost to society in-

(801)864-4402

- batons, martial arts items.

:.since the constant threat of legal ac- "
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FREE INFORMATION
-------]

curred as a result of their merchan-
dise. Items could include: violent
video games, television shows, mov- .
ies, videotapes, water guns, super -
soakers, electronic noise guns, rep- .I'
- lica guns, toy weapons like swo'rds,' .

Tort law as we know xt may nolw:
have to undergo a change in order to :.

- facilitate these ac!ions._'__As many .-

people know, it is not necessary to .-
actually win in order to affect change,

:; tion will induce change in the way .~
peoplc do business. People all know
that the real fiscal effect of repeated

* legal actions can bankrupt a peddler

of violence just as well as winning 3
large settlement. ®

SF IN WACO

Continved from poge 35

vise a training team already com-
manded by a captain.
Communications training began 25
February, while Handy, Dooney and
Ackley built the door mock-up, 4nd a

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 75

z 0018614



S ‘rephm of Mount Cannel’s ﬁont fenee.

.+ A training schedule for the next'day
. was developed, including live-firing.

" sion from Fort Hood Range Control
_ for the ATF to train wuh ﬂash-bang

T p-.—\

forced entry teams through the mock-
up several times on the 27th, at least

Lhough the Army pow

[ included room-clearing, fire-and-ma-

- Safety considerations forced the
Green Beret trainers to get permis- .

~once wnth two Green Berets actingas
.--tion like they were planning during
sources tell SOF training | daylight hours. It ‘would be suicide . e TF
.| neuver and building takedown — sub- {.
jects forbidden by SF policy for in- |:
struction to civilian lawmen, accord- | -’

N ing to cop:es of the pohcy obtamed
SOF.

, oclg-and-annou 1€
were rehearsed, nor was a peaceful
entry. Other SF trainers worked with
ATF agents on the range, where

" AR-15s, MP-5 SMGs and the ATF’s
M24 sniper rifles were fired. Sniper
rifles were zeroed for 260 meters, the
approximate distance from the ATF’s

dercover house to Mount Carmel.

Agent King would later give testi-

mony about that training, which was

misleading — at best. King said un-
der oath that Green Berets were “pot
involved in the rehearsals” for the
raid, that the commandos merely
stood by as “observers ... They of-
fered some advice. One was a cap-
tain and there were a couple of en-
- listed personnel.” .. % . n-s

testimony that “a detachment from
one of the Special Forces units” as-
sisted in ATF’s Fort Hood training.

“They were there to assist us pn'ma-
rily to make sure our commumm— -

. tions system worked.” " -*

paramilitary-style operation broke
down almost immediately, according
to a Treasury Department investiga-
tive report and testimony from ATF
agent Roland Ballesteros, assigned as
first agent through the door.

Asked specifically what limits
military participation in civilian law
enforcement operations, Buford tes-
tified “I"m not sure where that line is
drawn. I took what they had to offer
and utilized it ... They mentioned the
fact that they’'d like to accompany
us, but said they couldn't ...”

According to military sources in-
terviewed by SOF, much of the out-

78 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE

“’|' Moreland remained behind, SOR
gent Buford acknowledged in

of-bounds training by Green Berets
occurred after normal hours, in the
barracks. This included Close-Quar—
ter-Battle (CQB) and MOUT topics.

"10-man team goes, they didn’t click

- as well, ‘And when .you got three -
' 10-man teams’  going at once, itwasa
. real problem ... One thing we stressed

and stressed was not to try an opera-

All of our guys were pissed off at
having to be there under those cxr-
cumstances.” TR

On 27 February, A‘I'F agents leﬁ

for their staging area near Waco. The _._.f

Special Forces MTT cleaned up their
gear and prepared to depart.
Or, most of them did.
ight logs for two helicopters
icking up the MTT at Fort Hood
onfirm four Green Berets did not
depart with the rest. Two UH-60
Blackhawks assigned to the 160th
Special Operation Aviation Regiment
in Fort Stewart, Georgia — part of
the secretive Task Force 160 —
picked up six Green Berets and a loa
of gear at 2000 27 February at lhe
MOUT facility. They flew to.
McGregor Range. Logs indicate the-
Blackhawks arrived before mndmgh

being temporarily grounded rout
by rain. % 3
Dunn, Wilson, Ackicy an

sources say, to observe the nex

Radio communications for the :

presence at Mount Carmel: “There - -

were no Special Forces personnel - -

eir

présent when the A
raid on the Branch Davidian com-
pound,” said Licutenant Colonel Ken

McGraw, a spokesman for the Army
Special Operations Command at Fort
Bragg. McGraw referred further ques-
tions to the U.S. Special Operations
Command in Florida.

An Army spokesman in Florida,
Lt. Col. Chuck Merlo, confirmed a
Green Beret training detachment from
Fort Bragg provided assistance to
ATF in the days before the raid, but
emphasized “none of our people were
at the raid.”

“What we did do was set up some
ranges at Fort Hood,” near Waco, and
“assisted them in setting up and sight-

ing in their wnpohi, and peovfded

“Individually, they wére pretty
; fgood at CQB,” said one troop famil-
- iar with the operanon. ““But as a iz

morning’s ATF raid. What they saw|

upset and scared them.
. 3 g

" some medical training,” Merlo said.
-The Army refused to grant inter-

. views with any members of the MTT.
~The ATF has also declined comment. ..
But lmops — and many people in ATF ::
— remain outraged by what happened.

-+*“Some of the ATF agents at Fort ™

._,Hood, especially some of the oldcr ’

Z agents, pnvately queshoned the wis-__
. dom of this whole goat-chain,” one
A.rmy source said. “Not only did they

- think the raid was unnecessary, but -

they felt the legality of that raid was

...vague, at best, especially after what .. -

.. happened at Fort Hood..~v.s::17. 2,

* *“Waco is the crownmg ﬁasoo of
“"what a big lie JTF-6 is,” he said. “If
one follows the philosophical premise
‘of Operation Alliance and JTF-6 to a
logical conclusion, Special Forces is
being groomed to accept, unquestioned,

a role in internal security operations
against citizens of this country.”

“Are we worried about being found
out?” asked another. “Of course we’re
worried. First there’ll be denial. Then
there’ll be a search for the guilty par-
ties. That’s already started. The Army
engaged in a cover-up on this from
the moment the news hit the fan about
that [ATF] raid. We have been ready
to be subpoenaed since this happened
We've been prepared for it. We've
been expecting it.” X ’

WACO TRIAL -
Con.finuved from page 43

woman in (he Jury box began to cry

tailed coverage.of the Branch
Davidian trial, including the verdict
‘and what it means, in next month's
issue. Part Two includes confirma-
tion of friendly fire casualties among
the ATF raiding parry and testimony
[from the government’s own witnesses
that indicates gunfire from helicop-
ters, and more gvidence that ATF

fired the first shots. Plus verbatim |

dialogue from the 911 call and FBI
eavesdropping devices.

Jim Pate covered the Mount
Carmel standoff and subsequent in-
femo for SOF last year, and was

present for the entire trial. X 7
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Ly *:;ﬂ had

TU S. ; Specnal' Forces —é Planned

‘by JépggsL"

-% Lu'. ég“‘ R = ol Q

:A"mong the many ; ggﬁmented%cfs‘“!ofmcom'-

pe ence and mendacity by the Burcau of AlcoBoLT, ”@baoco ;

v andf F‘rearms criticized by the Dep?rtment off-»Treasur*f S
investigative. report on the Waco massacre, .the: supgosed wcial 1 report states that ATF speczal agcntsggarrell Dycr and

’fack of 2 written raid plan'may ‘appear-to many as? a mmo: -A..Wilham K.roncf took t'upon thcmselvcs to produce one,

_point. But the pararmhtary operation near Waco-was the
~biggest operation in ATF’s history — and, ulumatcly, it_’
- strains belief that any agency, even ATF, would 'a'ss"é;nblc
almost 250 people for a raid of such momentous scilé and

ES

not have a written plan. .~ " r

Yet the Treasury’s investigative report, ordered by Presi-

dent Clinton, would have the public believe just that. Five
days before the botched attack that left four young ATF
agents and six civilians dead on 28 February 1993, the

- even though’ Lhcy stancd‘ thh lmle E;x_owledgc about thc'
work of the tacncal planners =¥5The_two' of _tt lhem" biad:
" essentially finished 3 written raid plan the day “before the
raid. The plan, however, remained on Krone’s desk; it was
never distributed to any agents, or rclled upon by any of
the planners.”

That ostensible plan did become useful later, however,
when it was doctored in an attempt to divert blame. Yet
Treasury investigators minimized the misleading altes-

Photo: Rodger Malllson/Fort Worth Star-Telegram/Sipa
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and the’ riid commanders, - special

-+ bling ..:lack of judgment, one which,

that' Chojnacki. and Sarabyn denied

that “neither X demal is credible ”

:;:r
lraftmg’the man-
Aftcr bemg told
,bnm-y the offi-
Daryell Dyer and
to produce 0 one,
vledge about t the-
70"6f _them - had:
£ day ‘before the
me’s desk; it was

- upon by any of

1l later, however,
ivert blame. Yet
nisleading alter-

- . posed to rnake
Cia of ths doublespeak? .That

Just because ATF raid leaders lied
doesn’t necessarily mean they are li-
ars? Then perbaps the “intent to de-
ceive” is on the part of the authors of
the Treasury report. Because what in-

" vestigators do not say in the report
" — cither in an cffort to cover up the

truth or because they did not know

- — is that a written raid plan did ex-

ist, ard that the ATF, indirsctly aided

by the U.S. Army’s self-interest, has

" engaged in an ongoing cover-up of
the real story behind that plan.

" After a three:month mvesugatron

by Soldier. Of Forrune, including a

review of several classified memos

. and message§) 3 $'Wwell as ‘other docus

ments dcclassrﬁed after 2 Freedom

of Information Act _request, a pic- .
.. ture emerges of a pervasive use of -

! false statements and ersatz national

", "security interests as a rusé to hide’

the facts. It raises serious questions
about the lack of accountability for
the military’s ever-growing role ia
civilian law enforczment, which has
been given a congressional green
light under the auspnces of the “war
on drugs.”

Supporting documents and public
statements refer to the existence of

"“an ATF plan months before the Waco

raid ATF spokesman Jack Killorin
said just afterward that it “was
planned and drilled for months be-
fore it was carried out ..."” (emphasis
added). Former ATF Deputy Assis-
tant Director Dan Conroy, who lost
his job as a result of the Waco de-
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agents Phil Chojnacki .and Charles
Sarabyn -4 ‘an . extremely trou-

the report assures’ us, does *not nec-
essarily ['mdmle] ~an ‘intent to de-_
ceive.” Aparagraph later; after noting

. operation.” Indeed, -

.. for approval of

. ;;Task Force Six (JTF-6) in Fort Bhss
falsifying the last-mmute plan, the -{rexas, then-Bngadrer Gcneral John =
report fhp—ﬂops ‘again,’ contendrng “M ’

ACTARIRESS

HANE!
18

JRA authonzmg the use of

Green Berets to train the ATF for its
. raid. EXORD MSG 172145Z FEB 93
specifically states, “This operation has
the highest interest of BATF-Wash-
ington, and has been approved at that
level™ Are we to assume that a bu-
reaucracy in Washington, D.C., where
a paper blizzard of niggling gibber-
ish issues forth daily, gave such ap-

" proval without a written plan? Surely .
- military approval would not have

been granted if the Army did not have
‘a document to evaluate. Pickler’s :
order ‘says the 'ATF “has ™ -~
already planned their T

‘he was “careful to
“include a ‘caveat .

Mission JT 002E-
93, that Such- ap-
proval was “n

[ATF’s raid] plan.”
N planning its raid
- against David Koresh

and .the

ceived
military assistance,

1y, ‘:‘-ArmysSpecxal Operations Command <.
~—— (USASOC). By 22 Janu- -

RILYS nnn :
EAN o UsE

- rehgxous retreat.

Branch ntro to Operational Support .
Davidians, the ATF Planning Gulde for JTF-6 says .
. that JTF-6's legal staff “continues . .
.requested atnd .n to address legal Issues which
EXtensive o rrentty inhibit our ability to .
optimize the spplication of
most notably from DoD capabilities” in civillan law
the 3rd Battalion, 3rd enforcement, noting that “Innova-
. ’ tive approaches to providing new
Special Forces Group a4 mora effective support to
headquartered at Fort flaw sntorcement sgencles] are
Bragg, North Caro- 0028!!';,"? :O;ght- :m‘fh"g!’ "
; P and policy barrlers to the applica-
Lina. .Yﬂ lhls. is not tion of military capablilities are
mentioned in the g aquaiiy being eliminated”
Treasury Department  (emphasis added).

repon .(éee "Speaal Forces lnvolvcd
in Waco Raid,” SOF May *94). ATF

On 6 January | 1993 “ATF oﬂ' aII _
ﬁled 1 _fequest_ “for sugmrt for an ;

s+ ongoing .dru case,” accordmg to a
*planning chronology’ yrepared by the
*eary, paperwork ‘was

questing [a] MOUT
[Military Operationsiia~ -

Bradley Fighting_ Ve-"--
- hicleS, tents, light scts, heal heat-v_
ers, generators ‘and other military
“items of equipment,” the USASOC
document states. The reference to
Bradleys contradicts ATF’s many de-
nials that it ever considered using ar-
"'mor agamst‘ the Mounr Carmel

kY
.
v

Documents obtalned by SOF show that
ATF used the same bogus “metham-
phetamine lab” ploy to access federal

_ milltary assets and tralning as It did

- when It conned the Texas state
govemment out of helleopten.

IR RN ,r

.+ So what did that orrgmal rmd plan- T

- call for? Prompted by a confi-
dermal source m‘ Treasury, .
~The Treasury sBurce

raxd's stupendo_r_xs fail-_- )

’beause “it was out-
rageous._-
unable to ‘obtain a
.copy of the original
: plan, SOF gleaned
" - enough facts to sug-
* gest the source’s
- claim is ‘true. B
For example, in a
memorandum for the
record writtea on
3 February 1993 —
25 days before the
raid — Army Major
Philip W. Lindley
wrote that his analy-
sis of the original
plan revealed that

“the degree of
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filed “from “ATF re- """ -

=-Utban_Terrain] site, l;

* told SOF that after the =~

"Anhough "



’ n posed the posed the [Special Forces trainers] to

. .and other training facilities for the

‘One mechanism used byJTF-6 to lond support to clvilla
snforcement agencies Is the Hargrove urban warfare tralnlng :
facllity at Fort Hood, Texas. Here, an SF training detachment
- provided Instruction to the BATF agents about to launch thelr

disastrous raid on the Branch Davfdlun compound near Wuco.

Photo: Jamu L Pate . in 0 - s s

[Arm y] mvolvcmcnt proposed jgy_
. ATF] crossed he [legal] line and ex-

cnrmnal as well as civil habthry
¢y, then deputy sta o
vocate for USASOC, dscnbedATF 's

L plan as an actual
law cnforccmcn! mission with
cmhan targets ... fo be attacked"
(cmphasxs added). . .7
/D’espltc Lindley’s reservations and
_the factghat JTF-6 was still two weeks
away from issuing an approval order.
the Green Beret training mission was ™ _
"ralready on track. :The same day
Lindley wrote his warumg against
A.rmy participation in the raid train- . Carmel, according
{mg, JTF-6 sent a classified cable — ~* to - numerous

s

; -edly, ‘and in sig- .

mf’cant -detail,

MSG 032140Z FEB 93(S) — to the ..Army documents.
commanding general of 1II Corps at -~ Army special op-
Fort Hood, Texas, requesting ranges
ficers who sus-
" pected that ATF
was lying about a
- drug nexus were
ignored, and a
JTF-6 lawyer who
threatened Lind-
ley’s career over
his opposition to
the plan may have

ATFE. Lindley’s memo indicates that
ATF officially requested not only
Army training, but direct involvement
in the raid that “was operational.”
This was to include the presence of
US. Army Special Forces personnel
“in proximity” to “the target.”

The next day, “the possibility for:
Contingency  Tactical Medical

60 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE

{eams™ was dxs-

o_the USASOC

* ticipated a signifi- .

<. .- ceptable losses,”
" the Treasury ‘source said. Yet ATF
- planners kad only one ambulance on
" standby at a nearby roadblock, and a
medevac helicopter eight miles away.
Tbey ulnmatcly had to commandeer

news vehxcles to evacuate ‘the 16
: wounded and four dead agents. =
:Among other ﬁndmgs of SOF 's '
mvesnganon' P
? *ATF ageénts Chojnacki, Smbyn
. and Davy Aguilcra, d’xe Waco case

agent, lied rcpcat- STEeLL Ly T

“about'a supposcd_'_.
drug lab at Mount ~

erations staff of-

upport . .from
‘Bethesda, - Mary-.
nd, to pr.ovide

+_gests what SOF has earlier
ergency trauma

“according

_policy prohibitions by Special Fo:m

ight instructors from. Openuonal
Detachment 381, “speécialists in'

a_t_xg_lg_g_n_m;n:__ " waterborne missions, ‘were ot qnah
1t - fied to tcach subjects pertinent to the

ﬂf AIF and paruc:pated i rcbears-
als for “that assault, mtcmcws and
: documents indicate. ", :
e Dunng their training at Fort
Hood, ATF agents bragged to their
Green Beret trainers that the raid was
going to receive extensive media cov-
erage, lending further eredence to the
charge that ATF hyped the raid as a
media stunt to bolster their standing
in upcoming congressnonal budgct
hearings. -

he original
- ATF raid plan an-

cant ‘number of
casualties, or “ac-

trainers — Sergeant
1st Class Chris
~.. -Dunn, the team
.+ 4 operations ser-

© . i geant; Staff

cos

USSOCOM Intemnal correspondencs
obtalned by SOF shows that the
.-SpecOps community had reservations
sbout the "R+nvolves-drugs-nudge, .
" wink” complicity betweenlaw ... ..
" enforcement agencles wanting mﬂury
assets, and JTF-8 who wanlod bgct
lnvolved. .

PR “vr

Hargrove tralning facliity provides a realistic site for training
troops — and when appropriate, police — In varlous forms of
urban combat. Based on a blueprint supplied by ATF, SF
training cadre constructed a mockup of the Davidians’ house
for MOUT training. Photo: James L. Pate
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mded in the success of the decepuon. .
‘.sAdditional documentation_sag- ]

that unauthorized subject matter, spe-
; cxf'cally Close Quarter. Combat, was /
‘taught by Maj Mark Petrec s train-
ing team, violating very~ spec:t' c

command, the Amy and DaD.” The

—
* Four Green Beret

A




of the deception.’
imentation sug-

carlier reported, © -

>ject matter, spe-
ter Combat, was ~
k Petree’s train-.

g very ‘specific

'y Special Forces_
+ and DoD. The
om Operational

specialists in

» were not quali-_ ..
s pertinent to the

‘on of tHeir mis- .
.. Beret trainers

ault scenario for

sated in rehears-- -

interviews and -

raining at Fort
bragged to their
that the raid was
nsive media cov-
r credence to the
sed the raid as a
er their standing
essional budget

it Green Beret
:rs — Sergeant
Class Chbris
Duna, the team
operations ser-
geant; Staff

rrespondence
vs thatthe - .
1ad reservations
drugs-nudge,
een law e
:wanting military
ywantedtoget |

: site for training
various forms of
d by ATF, SF
Javidlans® house
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Photo: Jerry Hoefer/Sipa : - - ¢ izl E i

{1 Sergeant ép}d_éi}_Warrcn Acidéj. A’I’F special agents
.team’s weapons sergeant; and SSgts. ick Garner and Bill .
‘Robert W. Morcland and Jon Wil- " Hoover for 10 Bradleys

°;|-Tefurning to JTF-6 beadquarters at

’[ that'they bad been filmed by televi

25T VR

- The unnecessary halocaust that followed the fedsral slegein .
Waco provad to the world that tederal law enforcement went )
too far. Now, military investigators are looking into allega- .
tions that the training ATF recelved before the Waco raidwent ~ - -

-too far, In violation of Speclal Forces policy and federal law. - .- .. .

at Mount . {‘to” occupy defeusive -

Carme! When the raid-occurred. On positions.” Possibly with

revenge in mind, 7_'ATI-: X

..Fort Bliss, the four éxpressed fears

sault tole,’U.S.” Army "B
©2. 7" 1 markings are to be ob- . pRN
{-scured.” . The FBI pre- &
| vented a second assault. -
~ This level of military
involvement might never
have been approved had
it not been for ATF’s
claims that David Koresh
was operating a metham-
phetamine lab. The drug
issue is important in as- X - :
sessing the credibility of o, the retionale that military assets could give e
the Army and ATF. The boostto law enforcement’s “war” on drugs, tralning
drug nexus — or, in this and use of military equipment by law enforcement —
case, the lack of one — from National Guard units and local sheriffs to Speclal
' Forces and federal agents —Is common: But there
are constitutional, legal and regulstory constralnts.
Continued on page 80 Photo: courtesy Wisconsin National Guard PAO
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‘sion’ Cameramen at the scen
nesses told SOF, "7+ o i
- * The Army trainers were com-
pelled by their company commander
to write “"CYA statements™ in which
they were told to falsify their degree
‘of involvemeat with the ATF training
.mission. One member, SSgt. Wilson,
had to produce three versions of his
-statemeant to finally satisfy Maj.
Petree, sources said. SOF obtained
copies of these statements.

* After electing not to use Bradleys
in the initial assault on Mount Carmel,
ATF leaders changed their minds
after suffering more than 20%
casualties. At 1630 hours on 28 Feb-
ruary, the Army recorded a request
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.. The scenario of betrayal move
smoothly from axdmg ‘Angola, ‘to,
I fighting UNITA, to possible com-
-.; bat against fellow South Africans.
Soldiers, most of them msunctxvely
anu-communxst, Tare bcmg dupcd
.'into actmg agamst their best polxl'

-—--.

gor a bléodbath on Africa’s ti

Ou:comes can expect a role in all

and retumcd to war: Now it is almost
certain he has also los: the war, If the -

¢ Topes. Savimbi lost the elections .

fighting continues evea aﬁcr the war ~

Ecben Barlow, L, and’ E.xecuuve s

problem in which thé so-called ‘war
ondrugsnsbemgused:saruscto
get the lm'htary more._ and more i-

sce stormy times ‘ahead for South Af-
s run. Radical elements wnhm lheANC,

L sansf' ed with Mandela's relauvely

“F T slow’ approacb._Conhnued ANC

-i. = politicization of the South African |

‘police, the building of militias, and

the ‘ongoing influx of weapons into’

the country make it clear that some-

one isn't interested in a bloodless’
transition to majority rule.

- Traditionally, communists have’

. prefened to take control violently, to

terrorize and subdue the population

. —and at the highest levels the ANC’s

leadership overlaps greatly with that

of the South African Communist

Party. Under these conditions, the sce-

-

et
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govcmmcnt consolidate its_ control
over a nation ravaged by almost 20
yéars of civil war. o

To the south, even after wha! ap—
peared to be'a n:nwkably smookh

‘mains a tinder_box. If the rate’ “of
change is too slow for radicals on'the
_:' left, or ‘too fast for radicals on the

right ... where will the next contract '
be, ‘and what betrayals will move
these warriors like pawns on the
chessboard of hnstory’ ’

An educator by prnfessxon, Steve
McNallen is a member of the Califor-
nia National Guard and has a pro-
clivity for travel in places wuhout
potable water. x '
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“in’the United’ Sms. In 1989, then<
Secretary” 6f Defense” Dnck Cheney
designated drugs as a national secu-

. authorization bill that year, “directing

. " the Pemagon to tram znd assist “to
_transmon of powet, "South Afna | e ) maxunum extent pomble' all ci- -
: vihau law enforcement agencies cn-.,; .

NP

gaged in dmg interdiction. ~ * " "
From that authonzanon, scveral
reglonal rnimary task forces were cre-
ated in the United States. Two of the
most active are JTF-6 near El Paso,
which has operational control for
Texas, New Mexico, "Arizona, Cali-
fornia and Colorado, and JTF-4, head-
quartered in Miami, which covers
states along the Gulf of Mexico and
southeast Atlantic coast. Each task
force headquarters has a regional ci-

SKS/AK STRIPPERCLIPS /",
These are new, no rust! 10 per
pack.  ($G017) 3895

g

SKS STEEL VENTED HANDGUARD
Simply rophces the existing
handguard to give any model
SKS excting new appeal.’

. o
o 20

o
/‘;"o
o
$59> )

334—2224931 | FAX 334-222-2309 “ax. M. Canacian orders acz 3200

. SKs Maxi BF:EQK o5 "7 SKS Stock etension (FG2007) $9.95 SKS;A . cm‘os:r"o;;( L ot
provides excellent m R - : ONIE ]
control, reduces recoland | MAK90 MUZZLE BRAKE . -7 black Zytel. Comes complets -mm
‘. " Looks Great. - .,... . Easlyinstaled. This brake i . grip, matching handguard, sing stdand  .-¢
$4495 . - -".vwihncrnumude control ‘ m‘” d. o A $59.99
{#G2055) . during rapid fire to ensure fubber buttpa -~ (GSK2078) 359.
quicker target alignment. e
AKX RECOIL COMPENSATOR - - -
8ased on the original Kalishnkov m (GAX2035) $34.95 . - )
) design, but made in the USA. _ - AK 4-POCKET SIDE POUCH
($G2005) $36.95 PN Original Eat German, olds mf:&ﬁ‘uzgfmz’ o
30-round mags. Rai . Worta x
BEST - SKS & AK OWNERS MANUAL 3 caun’lo with NR’T:‘?;' ain Polytach AKS. Sturdy one-piecs construction.
must lor every SKS, AKS or AK-47 (GAK1621) $14.99 (#G2039) $32.00
SELLERI  gwner ot user. (#GB-896) $3.95 AX and SKS S-PIECE a ) g
AKand SKS COLORED FRONT SIGHT
AX SPEED LOADER % FOLOING 8I-POD \ SET gives you a better sight é 5
original Chinese - all steel. Aaches quickly. picture tha bef Red, whita, yellow,
(#G2001) $8.95 o - (8G1790) $46.95 - onng: and biack. m@cfskos) $4.95 sot
@ ORDERS ONLY CALL s 4%  CALL TOLL FREE TO ORDER
301 8000 535 OR SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO
1800 239:7435 588 % CROWN SPECIALTY CO.

DEPT. SF, PO. BOX 488 ¢ ANDALUSIA, AL 36420

80 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE

4

MAY 95

Z 0018620

fity threat. ‘Congress passed a defense '."‘_‘,




of a'much broader
1 the' soulled war "

: used as 2 n:se to
nore and_more ‘in-
1 law enforcement’
tes. In 1989, then<

:nse Dick_ Cheney v

132 natxonal secu-

ss passcdadefcnse e

that year, du'ecung
-ain and assist *to

at pOssible allci- < -

ment agencxes en-
rdiction. ~ 7 °

iorization,” several
sk forces were cre-
States. Two of the
F-6 near El Paso,
ional control for
o, Arizona, Cali-
3, and JTF-4, head-
=i, which covers
:If of Mexico and
coast. Each task
has a regional ci-

TRIPPERCUPS ..
“ew, no rust! 10 per
3G2013) 5895 °

ZK of high quality

e with checkered
dingstudand .-
SK2078) $59.99 °

=4,

>%ers more control
<s on al Norinco or
mece consruction.

84848

»d, white, yeflow,
305) $4.95 set

) ORDER
Y ORDER TO

-TY CO.

USIA, AL 36420

MAY 95

'# *ance, run by the Department of Jus-
“““tice.” Operation~ Alliance ‘processes
- applications_from civilian drug law

=’enforcement agenc:es = DLEAS. in
" :“the buréaucratic jargon —and for-

wards ‘them to the 'appr pnate

R ’anu-drug criteria, it forwards the re-’

-‘.'-- quest to Commander-m-Chnet‘ of

" Forces' Command at Fort McPherson,

) '"-’Georgla, which u.sually has finai ap~ "~

ptovai authonry and assigns military
trainers ‘from the appropriate subot-_
dinate “commands. Trainers “also are

: .# drawn from other special operations

*“outfi ts, “Such as psycho!ogncal op-
."erations, aerial reconnaissance, en-
gmecnng, mtellxgence, electronic’
" surveillance units, Navy SEALs or
Marine Corps reconnalssance bat-
tahons . o
"% In"addition, each JTF regional
headquarters keeps a staff of military
lawyers constantly busy reviewing
“applicable laws, such as the Posse
Comitatus Act, the Economy Act and
the Miljtary Cooperation with Civil-
jan Law Enforcement Officials Act

ed photo cards will amaze your associ-

- | ates! We provide the cards, p!asbelammateandl
- | easyinstructions. Yousupp!yonfyaphoto Your

photo Card can be finished in the privacy of your
home. The resuR is a distinclive, p’ofesslona!

|}
|
|
|
|
|
1 Only $4.95 ou Protessionst qus,
,hmy
|
|
[
|
[

|cet Bouerurﬁu Co8 A

vnlxan counterpan, Opentlon Alll-a

~M JTF decidés an Operation Alli-
* . ance apphcauon méets the established .

" of 1981, looking for legal loopholés -~nexus] in a heartbeat,” one JTF-6 of- .
-through which military involvement _.-ﬁcer told SOF. £The requesting -

maybeexpanded. et e 2
-In the Operational Support Plan
nmg "Guide for TTF-6, in the ‘edition =

" current at the time of the Waco mas- ",, “get what they want. And many times, ~~
* sacre, the introduction states that JTF- = the JTF doesn’t even _care, “because -
X legal staff “coatinues to address" ~there is little of o overs:g,ht involved. 3

_legal issues which currently ihibit

" our ability to optimize the applica- -
“tion of DoD capabilities” in civilian ,
*law énforcement.-Under its concept -
“statement, the JTF-6 plannmg guide
““declares ‘its commitment 1 a “total
- force approach,” adding that “inno- °
Vitive approaches to_providing new
““and more effective Support to flaw
- enforcement agencies] are ‘constantly
sought, and legal and policy barriers
10 the appltcanon ‘of military ¢apa-
bilities are gradually being elimi-
nated” (emphasis added).

The drug nexus supposedly re-
quired for military assistance has been
subverted in many cases, several
.sources say, so that the Pentagon’s
help is routinely given to civilian law
enforcement operations that have
nothing to do with drugs. “The bot-
tom line is that Operation Alliance
will ‘lie to the JTF [about a drug

| The Poor Man’s
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'_ - tween scveral Army commands about

THE ANARCHIST

| Oetailed advice con-

"agency, such as ATF will tell Opera- i
tion Alliance’ there sa drug angle‘hm
with 3 ‘udge’and a ‘Wink ~Tjust o

o e T

%

" There’s_no, mdependent authoruy'.
- Iookmg over anyone’s shoulder. s
+The ATF’s original raid _plan’
sparked a “heated policy debate be- |

o ..-va..'rk

wes Do.vu

“tne propnety of what the’ A‘I‘F mu-“

;:ased to do,” and raised suspxc:ons

--.b.at the A’I‘Fs ciaxms about a_ meth 3
"lab were nof true. Navy' Lxeutenant

* Commander W.F. Thomas, who won

the Dnstmgulshcd Service Cross m_
Vietnam, is now on operations and
logistics staff for the Defense :
Department’s Special Operations
Command at MacDill Air Force
Base in Florida. After reviewing the |
proposed "ATF training mission by
JTF-6, Thomas added a handwrits °
ten warning on a cover shect in which | :
he urged the command’s “resistance :
to potential ‘cheatmg. which seems .
to recur @ JTF-6. ... C:

Such cheatmg certamly seems to ,:

che, *
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N havebeenthemseaxWaoo.lnamect- .
ing on 4-5 February in Houston. Mark -
' »Petree, the Green Beret major whose

such 2 complex operauon'—'mez with
Qo;nackx Sarabyu and Aguilen. The _

’; *mission_connection to ‘counter drug

[allegauons was] xdentxf‘ed the
-"USASOC chronology states. Iust be- -
“fore” that meeting broke “up, the’

:+'eounter-drug nexus [was] reviewed,” -
< it said. *BATF ... agam vcnﬁed [!hc]

T drug relanonshxp -
“The Drugs 'That'Never 'Were

se Tmeiape b Ll

“Pickler's order appmvmg stsnon
JT 002E-93, issued 17 February, la-
"beled it a counter—dmg training sup-
port mission” and specified that ATF’s

“intelligence indicates an active meth-
ampﬁctamme Iab and delivenies of the
required ¢ e_ n-
thetic_methamphetamine.” Another
classified message said the ATF went
so far as to specify to the Army that
the cult lived “in a compound consist-
ing of one central, three-story build-
ing and several outlying buildings. One
of the separate buildings [is] suspected
of containing a meth lab.”

_So it seems odd that in Aguilera’s
rambling, disjointed 19-page “kitchea-

" sink” affidavit — a sworn search war-

rant application noteworthy for its

length and overbroad listing of sec-
ond- and third-hand allcgauons, most

. outside ‘of A’I'F's jurisdiction — there

_was not one smgle allegation about
illegal drug activity at Mount Carmel.

. Of the approximately 80 bodies

autopsied after the fire of 19 April

“day” dxsaster, ‘toxicology reports re-

. - vealed that no Branch Davidians had

any traces of illegal drugs in their
blood streams. And in almost two
months of testimony in the criminal
trial of 11 Branch Davidians in Janu-
ary-February 1994, federal prosecutors
introduced not one shred of evidence
about illegal drug activity. .

Yet, lacking any hard evidence of
illegal drugs at. Mount Carmel, there
clearly was pressure to approve the
training of the ATF agents by the Green
Berets from Fort Bragg. Much of that
pressure came from the training unit’s
commanding officer, Maj. Petree, and
from the chief legal counsel at JTF-6,
Lieutenant Colonel Carl Raybum, now
retired.
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in rough temain. Call 1-800.533-3277.
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_was involved in raid-planning meet-

SOF THREE-GUN

Inlemalinnél Tactical
Shnnhng Malch

smmnm 26-30, 1995 _ ;..i
nasmr SPORTSMAN'S RANGE
“iAs VEGAS, NEVADA

Held in conjuncbon with the 1995 SOF
CONVENTION & EXPO, the Three-Gun
International Shooting Match is patterned
after military and police courses and is de-
signed to test practical shooting skills with
rifle, pistol and shotgun. Each shooter is
required to engage targets before, during
and after negotiating man-made obstacles
or natural terrain features. Course scenarios
are those that could be encountered during
a confrontation with an armed adversary.
Our objective is to determine the world's
best three-gun combat shooters and best
four-man combat shooting teams. Individu-
al and team trophies, cash and prizes total
over $60,000.

To be a part of the world’s premier
Three-Gun Match and to receive further
information, please send a business size
self-addressed, stamped envelope to:

Michael Horne
408 E. Harding
Bakersfield, CA 93308
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‘|understood the mission, it was ot per> i

-has been suppmssed for this sort of . :

“Buford, a decorated combat veteran of

- suggestéd that the raid plan was fool- ;3
_bardy and dangerous and should be ™ :-
- abandoned in favor of a less confron-

- Koresh. “When_he did so, testimony
.=rcvealed, Iobnston told agents at the o -
. gathering that he would not support p
- search warrants if thcy did not choose "~

Aftc rev:ewmg the md tralnmg -
roposal, the USASOC deputy staff

dge advocate, Maj Lindley, said in
is 3 February 1993 memo that he ..
ked with Maj. Petree, the company s
commander, and advised him that, as T

missible .= In some instances, evidence _":_

lcuvxty Atthé poml where the train-
mg team] assisted in the actual plan- S
ging and rchwsal of the takcdown

- This appeared to go bcyond the DoD ;
guidance for these missions. } advised }- '
against the opc{atxon and Maj. Pctr_ce

so the J'I'F-6 legal advxscr could con- .
tact mc T e -

ey also made a notc on thxs
portion of the five-page memo indi-
cating that he had been told that “no
AUSA [Assistant United States Attor-
ney] is involved in the review of the
proposed operation.” Here again, the
ATF planners had lied to the Army. In
testimony at the Branch Davidian
criminal trial, ATF Special Agent Bill
Buford testified that Assistant United
States Attorney Bill Johnston of Waco

ings as early as 3 December 1992.

Vietnam, was the only agent involved
who had experience with a law en- _‘

2] TRANS“ITTERS le MTS)

forcement operation of that scale. He it S on -
is the only agent on record as havmg PONE SR s 0 0 . power
San}mud XMTR e 0 SOR - <.

o= '..’

¢ 3-STAGE XMTR, §-VoR, wry powartd .- °
AnabonnqmmymplesoldanIZbdplm
88.95"

TELE CALL FORWARDER Tms‘m naammg
calls. $99.00° o
.| CALLER ID. Registers i ing

tational means of arresting David

Y

* YEL REGISTER WITH PRINTER Records diated
.| number, duration, and prints record. $163.00°.
TELREGISTER W/O PRINTER. Records daled
number & tme. 16-digit dispiay. $23.00° .
12-HOUR LONG-PLAY RECORDER. Modrﬁed
Panasonic. Records 6 hrx. on each side of 120
tape {supplied). Compatible -m VOX md Te'
Rec Adapter. $119.00° -

VOX VOICE-ACTIVATED SWITCH. M&s re-
corder u"-achvaﬂnq with voices or other

‘the “dynamic entry’ ‘option” lhat was
uitimately used.

Further Wcmmgs Ignored

lndecd, Pickler’s authorization or- -

der of 17 February highlights the ab- | sounas $28.50°
surd reasoning used by the ATF to | yELE RECORDING ADAPTER. Records
justify its tactical choice: “Extensive incoming and outgoing cats.

intelli indicates th TELEPHONE SCRAMBLERS. Over 4,000
it heavily aomed with large-calivey | o a1

.)' . 8 - YOICE*CHANGER. Changes man's voice to
automatic weapons and is considered lady’s and vice versa. $49.00

For Shipping & Handting 53d *$5.00 and *~$2.00 per iten.
Cola. residents add sales tax. Mad Orger, VISA, M/C, COO's
QX Inquice for dealer prices. Free Cataog.

MUCH, MUCH MORE — OUR 25TH YEAR!
TOLL FREE 1-800-926-2488
AM.C. SALES, INC.

193 Vaquero Dr., Boulder, CO 80303
Tot: (303) 499-5405, Fax: (303) 494-492¢
Mon.-fn. 8 am-$ p m Man Tame’

willing to use them ... BATF concluded
that a direct assault would be the most
prudent.”

While waiting for the JTF-6 legal
adviser to call him, Lindley’s memo
indicates he briefed the USASOC staff
judge advocate and the chief of staff

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 83

Z 0018623



the federal government is out of con-
trol, that government is bad, bad,
bad and you're getting the short end
of the stick.”

Anger all around

The anger among the relatively
few people who are attracted to the
militia movement is not unlike that
of the tens of millions of Americans
whose alienation has not led them to
extreme groups advocating violence.

In a recent survey by the Times
Mirror Center for the People & the
Press, for instance, only 23 percent
of respondents said they were satis-
fied with the state of the nation,
while 60 percent thought America
was losing ground on ts most urgent
problems. The overall results
showed a sharp increase in cynicism,
alienation and discontent with the
political system. )

- “First you have this sense of
frustration, which a lot of Americans
have,” said Daniel Junas, a Seattle
researcher who monitors right-wing
groups. “People feel 8 fundamental
part of the American dream has
heen shattered, and some of those
people go looking for scapegouts.
They’re susceptible. They want to
understand why this is happening to
them, and these groups have fabri.
cated their own world view to fit.”

Among the militia members’
complaints: low-paying jobs, compe-
tition from women and minorities for
those jobs, the shipping overseas of
better manufacturing jobs that used
to be available to them, and no say in
the way government spends the too-
high taxes it collects. Organizations
that monitor militias and other cx-
tremist groups say that, historically,
the groups’ gains can be tied to
losses in members' economic stand-
ing.

“There’s been economic disloca-
tion for years, in a sense for 200
years,” said Frank Luntz, who han.
dled polling for Ross Perot, whose
presidential campaign benefited
from the disillusionment with poli-
tics. “What's a little different is that
now there are people who see no so-
lution to a deteriorating quality of
life, and they seek to blame others
rather than deal with it.”

For many militia members, qual-
ity of life is tied directly to their ahil.
ity to support their families. Muny
are white males with no more than
high school educations, a group that
the US Census Bureau says has seen
real wages decline 22 percent or
more in the past two decades.

Many militia members blame the
decline on government policies like
the North American Free Trade

SUPPLEMENT: Monday, May 1, 1995  °

Government
for whom?

Widespread skepticism about
govemment Is expressed in this
1994 Times Mimor poll,

&4 e federal
govemment
controls too
much of our
daity lives.*

€& People like
me don't have
2any say about
what the
govemnment
does.”

&§ voting gives
people like me
some $3y
about how
government

tuns things.® 2%

66%

€4 ™e government _.+%:
15 really run for
the benefit of,  :4¥;
all the people.” *3!

€6 Most etected
officials care
about what
people like me
think.* '

&brmoprenty .
well satisfied

with the way s.sx "’ 64%

things are . /

rong for me
JOURCE Times Mirror Center for The People

hnancially.® 1%
A The Press
GLOBE STAFF CHaART

Agreement and the General Agree-
inent on Tariffs and Trade, which
they say have cost Americans like
themselves jobs.

Over two decades, employment
in the auto and stee! industries has
declined drastically. During the
1980s, as many as 300,000 farms
(siled, and the number of farms fell
helow 2 million for the first time
since before the Civil War, fueling
the anger that the militias feed on in
slates like, Kansas, Michigan and
Montana. Other traditional job op-
portunities were Jost when the feder-
al government eut the number of ac:
Uve duty troops to 1.5 million from
2.1 million between 1987 and, 19%4.

“America is less than 10 minutes
to0 12, gaid Edward L. Brown, a pest
exterminator, from Plainfield, N.H.,
and a spokesman for the Constitu-
tion Defense Militia. “The economy
is ready to fold, the dollar is going
down, they signed us up into
NAFTA, they signed the erime bill,
they got GATT. Am 1 angry? You
bet. I'm getting the short end of the
stick all over the place.”

Dr. Ronald F. Levant, a clinical
psychologist and co-author of “Mas.
culinity Reconstructed”, said: “Many
men are feeling a sénse of threat and
a loss of entitlement, but men at the
margins react with more extreme

forms. Successful guys will call talk

radio, not buy a gun. Hoarding
+weapons is two standard deviations
beyond the mean in terms of anger.”

Beyond economlcs
Not all of the issues rallying the

anarchist right are economic, howev. -

er.

While many militia members
point to personal financial concerns,
all of them say they were most radi-
calized by the passage late in 1993 of

the Brady Bill, which requires wait-
ing periods on gun purchases. They
say they took its passage as infring-
ing on their constitutional rights and
proof that the government is con-
spiring to take away the weapons of
Americans, a precursor to a takeover
of the citizenry. .

Observers say militias today suc-
cessfully exploit political, social or
economic outrage, as did the Posse
Comitatus, a paramilitary movement
that formed around the farm erisis in
the 1970s and gained a strong foot-
hold in the Midwest. They start with
generally held concerns - putting
groceries on the table, keeping a gun
in the house - and weave elaborate
conspiracy theories that reinforce
their views.

“It's .easy to agree there are
problems in government out there,”
said Toole, the Montana human
rights group president “But what
gets beyond the pale with this stuff
is to grab an AK-47, head for the
hills and wait for Armageddon. And
we've just got to hope that they don't
precipitate it.”

The Z3oston Globe
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Cdnﬁ*onting the mistakes
the government made

in Waco

ALAN A. STONE

resident Clinton's strong
leadership and eloquence
in the wake of the sense-
less killings in Oklahoma
%y should help to heal the coun-

e RS

s wounds. But his answer to

estions about the earlier Waco
tragedy on “60 Minutes” on Sun-
day was misleading,
¢ Told that the Michigan Militia
was pointing to Waco as though it
somehow explained Oklahoma
City, Clinton spoke as the true con-
science of America in asserting
that there could be no justification
for the slaughter of innocent peo-
ple in Oklahoma City. Clinton also
spoke for all law-abiding Ameri-
cans {n asserting that citizens who

. Have the constitutional right to own

guns have no justification in shoot-
ing law enforcement officers who
try to carry out their legal duties.
But in talking about what hap-
pened at the Branch Davidian com-
pound, he suggested there were no
lessons for law enforcement to
Jearn from that tragedy.

* The president may have been

" go intent on condemning the

slaughter of innocent human be-
ings that he understandably did
not want to dignify the claim of the
Michigan Militia But if such a
claim coming from them is repre-
hensible, there nonetheless was a
pertinent leason to be learned from
Waco.

The healing the country needs
after Oklahoma City might even be
helped by confronting the mistakes
made by federal law enforcement
bgencies at Waco who themselves
lacked the kind of discipline and re-
spect for law the president called

A
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for as a remedy against terrorism.
* The Bizreau of Aleohol, Tobacco

nd Firearms did more than carry -

out jts legal duties. The bureau's
{nvestigative report after Waco in-
dicates that it planned and carried
out an unnecessary and badly
botched surprise assault on the
compound. Agents came that first
day to the Branch Davidian com-
pound &s & military foree armed
with automstic weapons, wearing
bulletproof protective devices and
fully to shoot their way
{nto buildings they knew were
filled with women and children. No
one either before or after the at
tack has offered a convincing ex-
planation of why this so-called dy-
Bamic entry was necessary to carry
out the ATF's Jegal duties,

A carefu] reading of the pub-
Yshed ATF report indicates that
incompetent ATF officials went far
beyond their legal duties in mount-
ing this botched assault on the
Branch Davidians, They misled the

" Texas National Guard about illegal

drugs at the compound in order to
commandeer helicopters, and they
did many other things that flouted
rules, discipline and common
sense.

Although none of the official
government gccounts confirm their
statements, Branch Davidians who
survived the raid report that the
ATF fired first and wounded lead.
er David Koresh, who had come to
the door unarmed. There is some
reason to believe the Branch Davi.
dians, Certainly Koresh was shot
through the pelvis and the wrist by
ATF bullets on that first day.

This is not meant to suggest
that the ATF sgents are the evil
conspirators against our constitu-
tional freedoms as portrayed by
the Michigan Militia. But they
were led by incompetent officers;
they were woefully lacking in ap-
propriate experience; and they
were thrown into what they
thought was s life-threatening,
firefight situation. :

Most of these assertions ean be
documented in the ATF report -
there are’certainly lessons about
the need for rules and discipline for
all law enforcement, lessons that
our government should not forget.

A lesson to ald in
~ the healing after
Oklahoma City.

Clinton seemed to argue on “60
Minutes” that the ultimate fate of
the Branch Davidians weeks later
during the final gas assault of the

FBI was somehow morally justi- -

fied by what happened to the ATF
agents who were killed in the initial
surprise assault.

People differ about who bears
responsibility for those deaths. In

-my opinion, the ATF officials, who

after losing the element of surprise
ordered their agents to the roof
with orders to blast their way into
the second floor that housed all of
the women and children, deserve
some of thaf moral responsibility
slong with the Branch Davidians
who fired back when they might
have surrendered,

But I do not believe that the
children bore responsibility for the
death of the ATF sgents. That, 1
assume, is why the president also
insisted on “60 Minutes" that the
Branch Davidians killed their own
babies. The fate of those infants
concerns every American who still
worries sbout what happened at
Waco, .

As a member of the panel ap-
pointed by the deputy sttorney
general to make suggestions for
changes in the light of Waco, I

- attack because she was concerned

sabout the impact that the so-called
CS gas used in the assault would
have on the children. Haqweyer, the
Justice Department's f: inves-
tigation never directly reveals
what evidence Reno was given to
change her mind about the danger
of CS gas for infants, who do not
have the lung capadity necessary to
breathe through a gas mask.
‘When I requested further docu-
mentation on this matter as a pan-
elist, ] was given ambiguous and ir-
relevant material. I was forced to
do my own computer search to es-

tablish that children who inhale CS

gas risk fulminating chemiecal

‘pneumonia and death. Even after

the fact, the FBI and the Justice
Department have never acknowl-

edged the true import of the CS .

dan

I cannot believe that Reno
knowingly consented to a plan
which would force the Branch Da.
vidians to choose between watching
their babies die or coming out of
the compound. But it is equally dif-
ficult to believe that no one in the
chain of command realized that the
final CS attack was 8 way of hold-
ing 8 gun to the childrens’ heads to

fncompetent debacle as the original
ATF assault. Tanks crushed parts
of the compound as they tried to
insert CS gas or they blocked po-
tential exits in the attempt to ere.
ate escape routes. David Koresh y).
timately refused to choose between
watching the children suffocate or
surrendering, He elected maag guj-
cide, just as the FBI had been
warned by its own experts,

The Justice Department report
and the external factual investiga.
tion it autharized have never given
8 satisfactory explanation of why
the CS gas attack was necessary or
why the FBI pushed an apocalyptic
religious group to such a choice.
The FBI's mistakes at Waco and
those of the Justice Department
were buried fust like the rubble of -
the compound which was bulldozed
into the landscape.

The frightening lesson most
Americans have taken from Okla.
homa City is that we have home-
grown terrorists who are blinded
by hatred and armed to the teeth,
But Jooking back to Waco there is
another lesson. When government
hides its own mistakes, it only
feeds the hate-filled minds of the
distrustful,

learned that concern sbout the ~ force the Branch Davidians to sur-
children was widespread, reaching render. - -
from the FBI commander on the In any event, the FBI's gas at- Alan A Stone is the TWWJ‘G[W
ground all the way to Attorney tack turned into the same kind of professor of law and psychiatry ot
General Janet Reno. - . Hervard Law School

Reno even postponed the final
Che IPhiladelphia Inquirer April 28, 1995 Pg. C2

A Navy unit isstayihg put
to plan ships of the future

By Henry J. Holcomb
INQUIRER STATF WRITER

Uehind 19th century walls at the Philadelphia
Navy Base, 1,600 scientists, engineers and techni.
clans are {nventing parts of ships that won't sajl

uni} the 21st century.

They are deeply involved in today's ships, too.
Fur example, they have replicated a ship's engine
room and mechanical areas — down to the instru. and
ments on the bridge and in the control room, the
rallings along passageways, and the cramped

wurk spaces.
This sopbisticated test bed in
tlullding 77-High, which boused di-

rigibles during World War 1 and *

aliplane construction during World
War [1, can simulate any speed and
luad, any air and water tempera-

ture, and any ocean-water chemis

t

try.
If there's trouble at sea, engineers
and technicians bere can recreate
the condition and put a team to
gether to correct the prodlem.
This bigh-skilled work will go on,
ssibly expand, when most of
the historic base closes this fall, the result of
Navy budgetcutting. - -
1t would cost too much to move the work, said
Capt. Harry Rucker, commanding officer of the

Philadelphia Naval Ship Systems Engineering Sta-

tion (NAVSSES).

The foundation piles for the station’s 515,000
square feet of test beds go down to bedrock to
support heavy loads and keep vibration at one

A
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~ training of Waco agents.q

By Kirk Spitzer

Gannert-News Service
" WASHINGTON — Elite Army
Special Forees soldiers gave fed-
eral law agents military tralning

- ,and other assistance in the days

. pists —Ifnat Megal

_the Alfred P,

pzeeadmi the deadly reid on the
Brauch Davidian compound in
Wcia:, Texss, in Febraary 1993,
. Some gepicr S t;i&lt Porces
. mm.m (] r‘k‘ng
et “which was justified by

. .ouraion,
.alleged drug activity st tbeﬁ-

*“Those were the wrong guys and
this was the wrong way to go sbout
il Sbe was Bired by fhe
P who was e
Tressury Department to provide
an {n assessment of the
falled rzid. Paschall is a former
of the Army's Delts

served as a rallying poiut for right
wing militia groups, who accuse
the feders! government of violst.
ing civil liberties. )

AND FEDERAL agents say it .
¢ {cular sore point with -

wes a party 3 t!
Timothy J. McVeigh, who is

in the April 19 bombing of
Murrah Federal
Building {n Oklaboma City. The
building was blowm up on the

second ennlversary of the Waco

infmo. i

“The Special Forces' participa.

tion hes received no widespread
public attimtion, despite continu.
ing coptroversy over the Waco raid
and congressional misgivin
about the role of the military {a
-domestic lew enforcement,

There is Bo mention of the train.
ing mission io the text of the
"Treasury_Department's official

.-~295-pake Teport oo the raid and -
_only a few passing references in .
the renort’s voluminous annexes, .

. Bragg N.C.

In response to an inquiry Som
Gannett News Service, ap Army
spokesman said this week that a
10-man team from the elitz Spe-
cial Forces ~ commeonly known as
the Green Berets — gave federal
agents communications and medi.
cal training and provided access to
a shooting at Fort Hood,
‘Texas, duri e five days pre-

“ceding the Feb. 28 raid.

THE TEAM provided “generic™

training but did not take part in -

ing -or & the raid,
b A S e

epokesman for the U.S. Ay S
cial Operations Ccmd,at?gf-t‘

Federal law forbids the military

from eafotcing clvil law exceptin

cases involving drugs, nuclear
waapons of technology, and a few
other special circumstances, '

“Prior to ATF going into Waen,
soma (. . Forcas) guys ware
sent to Fart Hood to provide coms
municatians tminisg, medical
taining and opened & rangs which

Bes GREEN BERETS, 14A

" FROM 1A

{ATF egents) used at Fort Hood,”
he said. “That was the extant of
their involvement.” :
McGraw said he could mot dle-
cusg detqils of the mission. Maj.
Mark Petree, commander of the
10-man team, also decliried to
comment. An ATF spokesman de-
clined to comment, as did the
White House, -~ = .
However, bath Paschall and the
Treasury report indicate the
Green Beret team was more deeply
involved in planning and prepasr-
ing for the raid than McGraw Indi-
eated. o
Paschall.said the Special Forces
trainers observed nnmve advice
to federal agents during detailed
rehearsals for the- raid -at- Fort -
Hood. - T

" AN ADDENDUM to the Treasury
seport said the Green Berets_
jotatly developed the commiinica-

tions plan for the raid with ATF
ts and assisted in duplicating
e floor plan of the Branch Davi- --
dien compound at the Fort Hood
schearsal site. 7 .

A iredtl Operstions officar who
asked not to be ‘named, said !eﬁ
officers at first tumed down
ATFs request for assistance, Par-
ticipation was only after

* unproven allagationis 4f drug vio-

Tations were mads, -

k]

' agents) said, ‘OK, hem%ewe

gt thls dope;*" the officer

can
eald, “They just invented a meth-

" amphetamine plant that dida’t ex.

ist‘" .
MoGraw said the Special Forces
team was assi to Joint Task
Force6, & military counter-par-
,cotics unit based at Fort Bliss,
Texas, He said the team was di-
rected to assist ATF agentsat Fort

Hood, near Wato, after ATF offi-
cials alleged that a methamphet.-
-amine plant was located at the
‘Branch Davidian compound.

. McGraw sald he did not know
whether thare was ahy initial re-
sistance to the twai mission
and said legal officers were not
avallable for comment. .

THE TREASURY Depsrtment
investigation rcported no evidence
of a drug Ilant or drug use at the -
compound. An ATF spokesman
said this weak that mo buresu
officlals were available to discuss
military role in the preparations.

Paschall sald ATF violated pro-

- codures by securing milf 8-
. gistagce for the raid

igh the
drug task . force, rather than
through law enforcement lialson
offices in the Pentagon, .
Paschall eaid the Green Berets, °
who do not specialize in combat.
sssault operations, were the wrong

choice’ to assist in the mission,. .
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BODY: . Lo .

_ Congress should investigate whether involving elite U.S. Army units and
military commanders in the 1993 Waco, Texas, raids violated a federal ban on
military participation in domestic law enforcement, a key senator said Monday.

"That is something that needs to be looked into ... this does underscore the
need for hearings," said Sen. Arlen Specter, R-Pa., chairman of the Senate
Intelligence Committee and Judiciary subcommittee on terrorism.

Specter is a sharp critic of the administration's handling of the Feb. 28 and
April 19, 1993 raids on the Branch Davidian compound near Waco. But he was
rebuffed last week in his bid to have early hearings into the Waco affair.

His remarks came after Gannett News Service revealed over the weekend that a
team of Special Forces  soldiers provided law enforcement agents with military
training and other assistance in the days before the Feb. 28 raid, in which four
federal agents were killed.

After that, Attorney General Janet Reno consulted with the commander of the
Army's Delta Force anti-terrorist unit and a former commander of that unit in
Washington five days before the standoff ended in an assault and fire that
killed 72 Branch Davidians, including 17 children, on April 19.

The Delta Force commanders were asked for advice about hostage-rescue
operations, but did not formulate the FBI's assault plan and did not participate
in the raid, said Col. Bob Pilnacek, spokesman for U.S. Special Operations
Command, in Tampa, Fla. ‘

The 51-day siege has served as a rallying point for right-wing militia
groups, who accuse the federal government of violating civil liberties. And in
the wake of the Oklahoma City bombing on the second anniversary of the Waco
;onflagratiqn, new questions have been raised about the government's handling of

aco.

Many militia members fear that the federal government will use the.military
to crack down on them and their right to bear arms.

There is no evidence any active-duty military personnel participated in the

raid, which was initially mounted by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
and later directed by the FBI.
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Federal law forbids the military from enforcing civil laws or planning civil
law-enforcement operations except in cases involving drugs or nuclear weapons
and technology.

The degree of military involvement at Waco remains unclear.

The Delta Force commandos, based at Fort Bragg, N.C., are among the Army'é
most highly trained soldiers, specializing in anti-terrorist, hostage-rescue and
other specialized missions.

Pilnacek said the commander and former commander of Delta Force were brought
to Washington at the Justice Department's request April 14, 1993. .

“"They were not asked to cast judgment on the adequacy of the plan or anything
of that nature," Gen. Carl Stiner, then-commander of the U.S. Special Operations
Command, told Congress on April 21, 1993. .

>But one week later, Reno told the House Judiciary Committee that she and
other law enforcement officials met with the two Delta Force commanders
specifically "to review the plan."

"We asked to meet with military officials, and the general who was the former
commander of Delta Force and the colonel presently commanding the Delta Force
came to Washington and met with us and FBI officials after they reviewed the
plan, and we consulted very carefully about that," Reno told the committee.

"Their comments werxe instructive. While indicating that the plan appeared to
be sound, one suggestion was that rather than an incremental approach ... as
proposed by the FBI, (CS) gas should be inserted into all portions of the
compound simultaneously," Reno told the committee.

Republican congressional leaders, reacting to the April 19, 1995, Oklahoma
" City bombing, have promised to hold hearings on the government tactics that led
to civilian deaths at the Branch Davidian compound.

Justice Department spokesman Carl Stern said Monday that the military
involvement did not violate the Posse Comitatus Act, which prohibits using the
military to enforce civil laws.

"You take your experts where you find them," said Stern. "It is not uncommon
to consult the military. It is not at all unusual, and certainly not improper,
to get the advice of the military in such cases."

Stern noted that the attorney general also consulted with a civilian expert
on the use of CS gas, Dr. Harry Salem of Fort Detrick. '

"What the law talks about is employing them (military forces) in an
operational role. She became convinced she couldn't. The record shows she was
adhering to the restrictions of Posse Comitatus."

--- (GNS correspondent John Hanchette contributed to this report.)

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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Elite Army Special Forces soldiers gave federal law agents military tralnlng

‘and other assistance in the days preceding the deadly raid on the Branch
Davidian compound in Waco, Texas, in February 1993.

Some senior Special Forces members opposed the training mission, which was
Justlfled by alleged drug activity at the compound. At least one independent
reviewer said this week that the military assistance was inappropriate - if not
illegal.

"These were the wrong guys and this was the wrong way to go about it," said
retired Army Col. Rod Paschall, who was hired by the Treasury Department: to
provide an independent assessment of the failed raid. Paschall is a former
commander of the Army's Delta Force commando unit and a veteran of Army special

operations.

The raid and subsequent siege, in which at least 72 Branch Davidians,
including 17 chlldren, eventually died in an inferno, has served as a rallying
point for right wing militia groups, who accuse the federal government of
violating civil liberties.

And federal agents say it was a particular sore point with Timothy J.
McVeigh, who is charged in the April 19 bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah. Federal
Building in Oklahoma City. The building was blown up on the second anniversary
of the Waco inferno.

The Special Forces' part1c1patlon has received no widespread public
attentlon, despite continuing controversy over the Waco raid and congressional
misgivings about the role of the military in domestic law enforcement.

‘There is no mention of the training mission in the text of the Treasury
Department's official 225-page report on the raid and only a few passing
references in the report's voluminous annexes.

In response to an inquiry from Gannett News Service, an Army spokesman said
this week that a 10-man team from the elite Special Forces - commonly known as
the Green Berets - gave federal agents communications and medical training and
provided access to a shooting range at Fort Hood, Texas, durlng the five days
preceding the Feb. 28 raid.

The.team provided "generic" training but did not take part in planning or
executing the raid, said Lt. Col. Ken McGraw, spokesman for the U.S. Army
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‘. ot .
special Operations Command, at Fort Bragg, N.C.
federal law forbids the military from enforcing civil law except in cases
involving drugs, nuclear weapons or technology, and a few other special
.sircumstances. ‘

"Prior to ATF going intg Waco, some (Spec@al Forces) guys were sent to Fort
Jood to provide communications training, medical training and opened a range
which (ATF agents) used at Fort Hood," he said. "That was the extent of their

involvement." :

McGraw said he could not discuss details of the mission. Maj. Mark Petree,
commander of the 10-man team, also declined to comment. An ATF spokesman .
declined to comment, as did the White House.

‘However, both Paschall and the Treasury report indicate the Green Beret team
was more deeply involved in planning and preparing for the raid than McGraw
indicated.

Paschall said the Special Forces trainers observed and gave advice to federal
agents during detailed rehearsals for the raid at Fort Hood. ‘

An addendum to the Treasury report said the Green Berets jointly developed
the communications plan for the raid with ATF agents and assisted in duplicating
the floor plan of the Branch Davidian compound at the Fort Hood rehearsal site.

A Special Operations officer who asked not to be named, said legal officers
at first turned down the ATF's request for assistance. Participation was
approved only after unproven allegations of drug violations were made. .

"They wanted no part of it. Thel(legal affairs) guy said, 'Hey, we.can't do
this.' And they (ATF agents) said, 'OK, here's how we can get this done,"' the
officer said. "They just invented a methamphetamine plant that didn't exist."”

McGraw said the Special Forces team was assigned to Joint Task Force-6, a
miljtary counter-narcotics unit based at Fort Bliss, Texas. He said the team was
directed to assist ATF agents at Fort Hood, near Waco, after ATF officials
alleged that a methamphetamine plant was located at the Branch Dividian

-

McGraw said he did not know whether there was any initial resistance to the
training mission and said legal officers were not available for comment.

The Treasury Department investigation reported no evidence of a drug plant or
drug use at the compound. An ATF spokesman said this week that no bureau
officials were available to discuss military role in the preparations.

_Paschall said ATF violated procedures by seéuring military assistance for the
raid through the drug task force, rather than through law enforcement liaison
offices in the Pentagon. '

Paschall said the Green Berets, who do not specialize in combat assault
operations, were the wrong choice to assist in the mission, and that it may have
been inappropriate for any military unit to be involved in the raid
Preparations.
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"I'm not certain it was (illegal)," Paschall said. "But there's a right way
to do it: You go to the top, through the proper legal authority, you get the
r1ght people to do the job. And those folks down in (Waco) didn't do it that

way."

There is no indication the Special Forces soldiers took a direct role in the
raid. "

But Laura Murphy-Lee, legislative affairs director for the American Civil
Liberties Union, said the military participation could present a bad precedent.

eThey are not trained to deal with domestic policy issues - things like-
searches and seizures, Miranda warnings," she sald "They are not trained in
national or local laws. . .

"If there was a mlsrepresentatlon of the use of military personnel in a civil
incident, it's a very serious allegation that needs further investigation."

Republican congress;onal leaders, reacting to the April 19th Oklahoma City
federal building bombing, have promised to hold hearings on the government
tactics that led to civilian deaths at the Branch Davidian compound. Private
militias and other citizen groups have expressed fears the federal government

will use the military to trigger future Wacos.

The Special Forces are among the most highly trained soldiers in the world.
Each 10- to 12-man team consists of specialists in weapons, explosives,
intelligence, communications, medical care, foreign languages, civil affairs and
other military specialties. They are trained to operate behind enemy lines and
to train foreign militaries. )

(Gannett News Service Correspondent John Hanchette contributed to this report.)

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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HEADLINE: USE OF TEAR GAS IN WACO RAID UNDER SCRUTINY;
SIEGE: EXPERTS RAISE SAFETY QUESTIONS. RENO SAYS SHE WAS ASSURED SUBSTANCE WOULD

NOT HARM CHILDREN,
BYLINE: By GLENN F. BUNTING, TIMES STAFF WRITER

DATELINE: WASHINGTON

BODY:
Since a government raid near Waco, Tex., turned into a fiery disaster two

years ago, Atty. Gen. Janet Reno has steadfastly defended her decision to storm
the besieged compound of the Branch Davidian religious sect and cited a need to
rescue the 24 children inside from unsafe and worsening conditions.

¢+ But as the episode becomes the. focus of renewed attention in the nation's
capital and beyond, fresh questions are centering on certain tactics used by
federal agents -- specifically the firing of hundreds of rounds of a
military-style tear gas into the camp -- that may themselves have endangered the

children.

At 6:02 a.m. on April 19, 1993, following a 51-day standoff, FBI agents in
military tanks advanced from siege lines around the Branch Davidian cocmpound and
fired volleys of CS gas inside the buildings to immobilize the heavily armed

occupants.

The wooden structures were filled with the gas over the next six hours before
the building erupted into flames, leaving more than 80 people dead, including
all of the children. Before giving the order to advance, Reno said, she was -
assured by military experts that CS gas would cause no serious harm or permanent
damage to the children of the besieged cult members.

However, it is now clear that medical literature and manufacturers' warnings
available at the time dispute that conclusion.

CS gas is potentially so hazardous when applied in confined spaces that
-California prison guards are cautioned against using it in the cells of unruly
inmates. A Sherman Oaks company suspended sales of CS to the Israeli government
in 1988 at the same time Amnesty International linked the gas to the deaths of
Palestinians in homes and other buildings in the occupied territories.

rnlthough,adults can withstand CS exposure by wearing gas masks, and the
Branch Davidian compound was well stocked with military equipment, no masks were

available to properly fit children.

"All of those young children who breathed that gas for hours and didn't have
masks would have been in intensive-care if they had survived," said Dr. Alan

)V
} Z 0023539



LOS Angeles i1iied, may «£2) 4991

A. Stone, a Harvard University professor of law and psychiatry who was chosen by
" the Justice Department to review its performance at Waco and only recently began
to speak out. "This seems so clear and apparent that it's hard for me to imagine
how the attorney general, who I have great respect for, could have OKd this."

The official cause of death for the children, whose bodies were badly burned
in the blaze, could not be determined. Smoke inhalation was a leading |
possibility. However, autopsy records also show that some of the victim's bodies
contained cyanide, a chemical emitted when CS gas -- and other substances such
as plastic -- are heated in a fire. Many of the toddlers and infants may have
been overcome by the gas before they died, some experts believe.

In contrast, a government specialist in riot-control agents who requested
anonymity said scientific studies indicate that it would be "almost virtually
impossible" for large quantities of CS to severely injure any of the Davidians,
including the 17 children under age 10. And Justice Department officials say
they doubt that many, if any, Davidians breathed significant amounts of CS
because of strong winds that whipped through large holes knocked in the building
by tank-mounted battering rams to insert the gas.

-

Controversy surrounding the Branch Davidian incident has been fanned by the
Oklahoma City bombing on April 19, the second anniversary of the Waco blaze. The
leading suspect in the fatal attack on the federal building, Timothy J. McVeigh,
reportedly considered the Waco siege an example of government's intention to
crush individual liberties, particularly the right to bear arms.

He is not alone. Some conservatives and civil libertarians question whether
the full story of the government's actions at Waco has come to light. At least
two congressional committees plan to hold hearings into the Branch Davidian

incident this summer.

Officials at the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, which conducted the
initial raid at Waco to serve search warrants related to weapons violations,
maintain they have learned painful lessons from their mistakes and adopted
changes to ensure they are not repeated. :

But the Justice Department has denied being at fault, instead blaming the
loss of life solely on Branch Davidian leader David Koresh, who was suspected of

stockpiling illegal weapons,

"There is much to be angry about when we talk about Waco, and the
government 's conduct is not the reason," Reno told a gathering of federal law
enforcement officers this month, "David Koresh is the reason."

Henry Ruth, a former federal prosecutor who served on the independent board
that reviewed the ATF's actions, said he found the Justice Department's review

of Waco full of glowing appraisals, '

"That is appalling to me when children die in a fire and there is a precedent
for it," said Ruth, citing the five children who burned to death in 1985 when
authorities dropped a bomb on the MOVE community building in West Philadelphia.
*When they don't learn their lessons, are children going to die the next time?"
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' The FBI was called in on Feb. 28, 1993, to resolve an exceedingly difficult

" situation at the Branch Davidians' compound after the ATF raid there went awry.
As ATF agents stormed the compound, armed cult members opened fire, killing four
officers and five Branch Davidian members. After negotiating a cease-fire with
Koresh, the FBI decided that its principal goal was gaining the release of the
children inside, according to the Justice Department review of the incident.

Koresh sent out 21 children and 14 adults through March 23, But the releases
stopped, and he showed no willingness to surrender.

*

As weeks passed, the uncertainty about the outcome began to mount. The FBI's
longest previous standoff had lasted four days. When the Waco encounter entered
its second month, the situation became more "dangerous" because of the
difficulty in maintaining security around such a large area and because the
FBI's hostage rescue team was exhausted and in need of retraining, Reno said.

The FBI had no backup unit.

on the 22nd day, FBI officials recommended using tear '‘gas to clear the -
compound. Three weeks later, on April 12, the attorney general was briefed on

the FBl's proposal to use CS gas.,

, In meetings with military experts, Reno was reassured that the plan to drive
out the Branch Davidians with gradual applications of CS gas was safe., They
referred to cases of children who had completely recovered within hours of being

exposed to CS with no long-term effects. -

other issue at Waco, said Justice Department spokesman Carl Stern.
she consulted was Harry Salem, a toxicologist at the Army's Chemic
Biological Defense Command, :

Reno spent more time weighing the merits of the gassing strategy than any
those
and

Reno was advised that although no laboratory tests measuring the effects of
CS gas on children had been performed, "anecdotal evidence was convincing" that
there would be no permanent injury, according to the Justice Department report.
"The military personnel made Reno feel more confident with the concept of tear
gas, as opposed to the original concept in her mind of 'gassing,' " the report

said. '

Salem declined to be interviewed. In written responses to questions submitted
by The Times, Salem wrote that CS can be used indoors as long as safety ratios
. are not exceeded. Achieving lethal concentrations of CS, Salem wrote, would be

rextremely difficult,."

After the Waco standoff's fiery end, Stone, one of the experts retained by
the Justice Department to examine what happened, specifically requested the
briefing materials Salem provided to Reno. Stone said he was furnished a copy of
. a 1971 report by the British government that advocated CS as a crowd-control

agent in open-air settings.

"There was nothing the attorney general was given in her material and nothing
I was ever given which addressed the problem of CS gas in a closed space," Stone

said.
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« Stone issued a scathing 33-page report in November,: 1993, which the Justice
Department declined to make available, that criticized the decision to deploy
CS gas. In the Justice Department report, Stone wrote, there is no mention
durzng Reno's deliberations that young children do not have the lung capacity to

use gas masks.

"I find it hard to accept a deliberate plan to insert CSgas . . . in a
building with so many children," Stone wrote. "It certainly makes it more
difficult to believe that the health and safety of the children was our primary '

concern."

Reno has discounted Stone's crit;czsm, saying he lacks expertise in the field
of toxicology.

The danger of applying CS in enclosed spaces is spelled out in an array of
medical literature and manufacturers' reports, including the Army's guidelines
on civil disturbances. Army Field Manual FM 19-15, publ;shed in 1985, warns that
CS "is not to be used in buildings, near hospitals or in areas where lingering

contamination could cause problems."

Kelly Donahue, spokeswoman for Federal Laboratories Inc., which produces CS
gas, said the chemical is designed for use in a large, open area. "If you were
to shoot too much in a building or enclosed area, you could suffocate

1nd1v1duals."
*

CS takes its name from two scientists, B.B. Corson and R.W. Stoughton, who
invented it in 1928. The chemical, ortho-chlorobenzal malononitrile, is
considered a "super tear gas" because it works 1nstant1y, causing burning eyes,
coughing, breathing difficulty, stlnglng skin and vomiting. Though it is
commonly referred to as a tear gas, CS is actually a white crystal that looks
like talcum powder. In 1959, the Army adopted CS as its standard riot-control
agent, and the chemical was used extensively in the Vietnam War.

. The widespread use of CS by South Korea on hundreds of thousands of civilians -
in 1987 was researched by the Physicians for Human Rights group. After ,
discovering that civilians suffered serious acute illnesses, sometimes with
permanent injury, the group called for banning the use of CS on humans.

"Exposure to high concentrations of tear gas in small, enclosed spaces for 10
minutes is potentially lethal, particularly to infants and children. . . ," the

organization concluded., ,
High levels of CS exposure have led to heart failure and death in adults,

according to a 1989 report in the Journal of the American Medical Assn. The

principal author of the study, Dr. Howard Hu of Harvard University Medical

School, said he would have strongly recommended against firing CS into the
Branch Davidian compound if there was any chance the o6ccupants would remain

inside.

*

In the days leading up to the assault, FBI officials told the attorney
general they planned to introduce the CS gradually over two or three days.
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They hoped to force the Davidians out the front door by using gas at opposite
.ends of the compound. .

‘. But the tear-gas raid on April 19 was anything but gradual.

Wwithin minutes of the initial delivery of two bottles of CS, the Davidians
fired automatic weapons at the military armored vehicle, according to the
Justice Department report. Two M-60 tanks and four Bradley fighting vehicles
responded by launching an all-out assault on all areas of the building. Under’
the plan approved by Reno, the FBI was authorized to escalate the gassing
operation if the tanks encountered resistance.

By 6:31 a.m., half an hour after the mission began, the entire building had
been filled with CS. The rest of the morning, the FBI continued to deliver gas
volleys through all openings of the residential structure to increase the

pressure on the occupants.

The attack was so rapid that the tanks quickly exhausted the supply of
tear-gas canisters that was to last for several days. At 7:45 a.m., senior FBI
officials requested ‘additional rounds of CS from field offices around the
country. By the time the final gas volleys were fired at 11:40 a.m., the Bradley
tanks had fired at least 300 rounds at the buzldlng and the M-60 combat vehicles

had made six gas injections.
*

Clive Doyle was inside the chapel when an M-60 tank burst through the front
door spraying CS and as additional so-called ferret rounds from the Bradley
vehicles landéd through the windows. While most Davidians in the chapel had gas
masks, Doyle said, they only worked for about half an hour before the filters
started to fail. He said there were screams as the gas burned the sk:n of some

people and left others gasping.

"The ferret rounds were almost like rockets," said Doyle, 54, who lived at
the compound off and on for nearly three decades and was acquztted of all
charges at the Branch Davidian trial last year.

"They crashed through windows, came whistling past your head and embedded
themselves in the wall," he said. "You could hear them hissing once they broke
open. We were praying to God that somehow we would be delivered." :

Doyle said there was "no doubt" the gas poured into an aboveground concrete
bunker where the women and children had retreated. The 20-by-21-foot bunker,
which had been used as a locked vault and food cooler, was waist-deep in stored

ammunition.
*The children had no protection from (the gas) being sprayed because there

were no windows or major holes," Doyle said. "I can imagine it was agonizing for
them without gas masks and being in a cul-de-sac part of the building with no

wind "

FBI officials offered a contrasting view. They say that any suggestion that
CS could have worked its way through rooms into the bunker is highly improbable.
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o “They prokably would not have had to don gas masks or. shed one tear from the
CS that would have entered that bunker," said the government specialist on tear

gas.

The charred remains of children, including at ‘least 10 who were younger than
3, were found in the bunker along with 13 women, seven men and a fetus.
Coroner's investigators determined that mothers put wet blankets around the
children and held them in the;r arms before they died.

Given the large quantities of CS pumped into the building, 1: would have been
very difficult for children to have walked out to safety, as envisioned by the

FBI plan, some experts say.
"The kids would never have made it," said George F. Uhlig, a retired Air

Force lieutenant colonel and professor of chemistry at the College of Eastern
vUtah who has researched the use of CS at Waco, "Eventually you pump in enough

gas and you exclude breathing.”

An arson investigation team compiled by the Texas State Rangers found that
the ensuing fire that engulfed the compound was deliberately set by one or more
people inside the building. The team concluded that the fire was not caused or
spread by any chemicals used in the gassing operation.

It is unclear how many Davidians inhaled the CS gas, according to the Justice
Department report. The passage of at least an hour between the last gas attacks
and the end of the fire would have allowed evidence of the gas to dissipate in

the bodies.

"It is impossible to predict what role CS played in this case," said Dr.
Nizam Peerwani, chief medical examiner of Tarrant County, Tex., whose office

performed the toxicological tests on the bodies.
While the criticism has mounted, the Justice Department has held firm that

the use of the CS was appropriate. Within the past two weeks, Reno went back to
Salem to ask him about the safety of CS gas, according to Justice Department

spokesman Stern,
'"He hasn't changed his fhinking at all," Stern said.

Times staff writer Ronald J. Ostrow contributed to this story.
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BODY:

WASHINGTON Federal agents began planning a massive, military-style assault on
the Branch Davidian compound in Waco, Texas, more than a month before the
initial, ill-fated raid took place in February, 1993, government documents show.
—_—

U.S. Army Special Forces were asked to help plan the operation and provide
combat training, but resisted because of potential violations of federal law,
according to military and law enforcement documents obtained by Gannett News
Service through the Freedom of Information Act. '

—

Military officials also éxpressed doubts about an alleged drug connection
that provided the legal basis for furnishing military assistance.

That Feb. 28 raid triggered a deadly chain of events. Four Bureau of Alcohol,
Toba¢co and Firearms agents were killed in it. Two months later, at least 72
Branch Davidians, including 17 children, died in the final raid.

The incident has served as a rallying point for gun advocates and militia
groups, who accuse the federal government of abusing authority and violating
civil rights.

Federal agents say the Waco disaster was a particular sore point with Timothy
J. McVeigh, who is charged in the April 19 bombing of the federal office
building in Oklahoma City. The building was blown up on the second anniversary
of the end of the 51-day seige.

According to the heavily censored documents, ATF requested training,
equipment and other assistance from a military counternarcotics task force based
at Fort Bliss, Texas, in early January, 1993.

According to the May 15 memo, the ATF told the military that military
assistance was needed to help serve a federal search warrant involving "a
dangerous extremist organization believed to be producing methamphetamine."

(///”;;;‘commander of a 10-man Army special forces unit assigned to Joint Task
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Force-Six, at Fort Bliss, objected to the plan because of potential violations
of the Posse Comitatus Act, which forbids direct involvement by the military in

civil law enforcement.
Military commanders eventually agreed to a reduced request to provide
communications and medical evacuation training and access to a shooting range at

Fort Hood.
WELF28key
$ TEMP$ PAPER:CHICAGO SUN-TIMES

'WASHINGTON The Senate Finance Committee passed legislation Friday that would
end the six-decade federal guarantee of support to every destitute American
woman with children by transferring vast authority over the welfare system to

states.

Only one Democrat, Sen. Max Baucus (D-Mont.), joined Republicans in the 1.2-8
vote, which set the stage for a floor debate next month on what is likely to be
one of the most important decisions of the current Congress. The plan, although
expected to pass largely intact, is sure to face attacks from both conservatives

and liberals.

The bill, like a similar measure passed earlier in the House, would change
the $ 17 billion Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC), the main cash
welfare program for children, from a federal program to a state-designed and run
program funded with lump-sum grants from the federal government, which might not
cover all eligible families. Both measures set a five-year lifetime limit for

receiving welfare.

"Children will be better served and welfare will be better run if the system
is turned over to the state," said Sen. Bob Packwood (R-Ore.), committee
chairmanand chief author of the Senate plan. "The argument that we are
abandoning our responsibilities does not wash."

Democrats criticized Republicans for removing the safety net from poor
children that has been there since the New Deal.

Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole assured lawmakers that if the measure did
have a negative impact, "we'll be back here in a year or two doing the opposite
of what we're doing today." )
GRAPHIC: GANNETT NEWS SERVICE_LOS ANGELES TIMES
LANGUAGE: English
LN-ACC-NO: WELF28051995
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Federal agents began planning a massive, military-style assault on the Branch
Davidian compound in Waco, Texas, more than a mcnth before the initial,
ill-fated raid in February 1993, government documents show. '

U.S. Army Special Forces were asked to help plan the operation and provide
combat training, but resisted because of potential violations of federal law,
according to military and law enforcement documents Gannett News Service
obtained this week through the Freedom of Information Act.

Military officials also expressed doubts about an alleged drug connection
that provided the legal basis for furnishing military assistance.

That Feb. 28 raid triggered a deadly chain of events. Four Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco and Firearms agents were killed in it. Two months later, at least 72
Branch Davidians, including 17 children, died during the final raid.

The incident has served as a rallying point for gun advocates and militia
groups, who accuse the federal government of abusing authority and violating
civil rights.

Federal agents say the Waco disaster was a particular sore point with Timothy
J. McVeigh, who is charged in the April 19 bombing of the federal office
building in Oklahoma City. The building was blown up on the second anniversary
of the end of the 51-day siege.

According to the heavily censored documents, ATF requested training,
equipment and other assistance from a military counternarcotics task force based
at Fort Bliss, Texas, in early January 1993.

The ATF asked for close-quarters combat and special operations training,
medical evacuation assistance and assistance in planning the operation,
according to a May 15 after-action review prepared by the U.S. Special
Operations Command, in Tampa, Fla.

The ATF also requested up to eight Bradley armored fighting vehicles, access
to a military urban combat training facility and shooting ranges, trucks, tents,
sleeping bags, smoke generators, gas masks, sand bags, light sets, heaters, 4
field telephones, field rations and barracks space at Fort Hood, near Waco, for
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97 federal agents.

The Army's FM 100-5 field manual defines "close" combat operations as "when
soldiers close with and destroy the enemy." :

According to the May 15 memo, the ATF told the military that military
assistance was needed to help serve a federal search warrant involving "a
dangerous extremist organization believed to be producing methamphetamine."

A Feb. 3 Special Forces written order noted that ATF intelligence indicated
the Branch Davidians were "heavily armed with large caliber automatic weapons
and are considered willing to use them." .

Th (Be commander of a 10-man Army special forces unit assigned to Joint Task
Force-Six, at Fort Bliss, objected to the plan because of potential violations
of the Posse Comitatus Act, which forbids the military from becoming directly
involvement in civil law enforcement.

"The (Special Forces) commander raised this issue to JTF-6. When told that he
should continue to plan the op, he called (Special Forces) command," at Fort
Bragg, N.C., for further guidance, according to a hand-written memo prepared by
the Special Forces' legal affairs office. The unit commander, Maj. Mark Petree,
declined to comment when contacted Friday.

Special Forces commanders at Fort Bragg rejected the initial ATF request.

According to the memo, dated March 5, 1993, Special Forces legal officers
concluded "that there was a potential violation of the Posse Comitatus Act based
on the way JTF-6 was planning (the) mission ... a major legal problem was
developing with (the) JTF-6 mission."

Military commanders eventually agreed to a reduced request to provide
communications and medical evacuation training and access to a shooting range at
Fort Hood. Nonetheless, they gave explicit orders for the training team, known
as a Rapid Support Unit (RSU), to avoid planning, taking part in or providing
assistance directly related to the raid.

"RSU will not provide mission specific advice ... RSU teams will not
accompany BATF teams on either the operation nor any site visit within the area
of operation," commanders instructed in a Feb. 17, 1993, operation order.

The request for Bradleys and other equipment was filled by the Texas National
Guard.

The previously classified documents were released this week only after a
Freedom of Information request. Neither military nor ATF officials could be
reached for comment Friday.

.The Special Forces' role has received little public attention, despite
continuing controversy over the Waco raid and congressional misgivings about the
role of the military in domestic law enforcement.

There is no mention of the training mission in the texts of either the
Treasury or Justice departments' official reports on the raid, and only a few
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passing references in the reports' voluminous appendixes.
Nor was there any mention of a drug connection to the case. The federal
warrants served on the compound involved illegal weapons and explosives.

The Special Forces documents released this week contain a reference to the
"possibility that (the) drug connection was overstated to secure cost-free
training and assistance," but provide no other details. Military assistance in
nondrug cases must be reimbursed by law enforcement agencies.

Joint Task Force-Six was established in 1989 to provide civilian law
enforcement agencies with training and assistance in drug cases.

One independent reviewer said the Special Forces assistance in the Waco case
was inappropriate, if not illegal. )

"These were the wrong guys and this was the wrong way to go about it," said
retired Army Col. Rod Paschall, who was hired by the Treasury Department to
provide an independent assessment of the failed raid. Paschall is a former
commander of the Army's Delta Force commando unit.
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Congress should investigate whether involving elite U.S. Army units and
military commanders in the 1993 Waco, Texas, raids violated a federal ban on
military participation in domestic law enforcement, a key senator said Monday.

"That is something that needs to be looked into ... this does underscore the
need for hearings," said Sen. Arlen Specter, R-Pa., chairman of the Senate
Intelligence Committee and Judfciary subcommittee on terrorism.

Specter is a sharp critic of the administration's handling of the Feb. 28 and
“April 19, 1993 raids on the Branch Davidian compound near Waco. But he was
rebuffed last week in his bid to have early hearings into the Waco affair.

His remarks came after Gannett News Service revealed over the weekend that a
team of Special Forces soldiers provided law enforcement agents with military
training and other assistance in the days before the Feb. 28 raid, in which four
federal agents were killed.

After that, Attorney General Janet Reno consulted with the commander of the
Army's Delta Force anti-terrorist unit and a former commander of that unit in
Washington five days before the standoff ended in an assault and fire that
killed 72 Branch Davidians, including 17 children, on April 19.

The Delta Force commanders were asked for advice about hostage-rescue
operations, but did not formulate the FBI's assault plan and did not participate
in the raid, said Col. Bob Pilnacek, spokesman for U.S. Special Operations
Command, in Tampa, Fla.

The 51-day siege has served as a rallying point for right-wing militia
groups, who accuse the federal government of violating civil liberties. And in
the wake of the Oklahoma City bombing on the second anniversary of the Waco
conflagration, new questions have been raised about the government's handling of
Waco.

Many militia members fear that the federal government will use the military
to crack down on them and their right to bear arms.

There is no evidence any active-duty military personnel participated in the
raid, which was initially mounted by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
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and later directed by the FBI.

Federal law forbids the military from enforcing civil laws or planning civil
law-enforcement operations except in cases involving drugs or nuclear weapons
-and technology.

The degree of military involvement at Waco remains unclear.

The Delta Force commandos, based at Fort Bragg, N.C., are among the Army's
most highly trained soldiers, specializing in anti-terrorist, hostage-rescue and
other specialized missions.

Pilnacek said the commander and former commander of Delta Force were brought
to Washington at the Justice Department's request April 14, 1993.

.Oﬁx "They were not asked to cast judgment on the adequacy of the plan or anything
of that nature," Gen. Carl Stiner, then-commander of the U.S. Special Operations
¥A@ Command, told Congress on April 21, 1993.

But one week later, Reno told the House Judiciary Committee that she and
other law enforcement officials met with the two Delta Force commanders
specifically "to review the plan."

"We asked to meet with military officials, and the general who was the former
commander of Delta Force and the colonel presently commanding the Delta Force
came to Washington and met with us and FBI officials after they reviewed the
plan, and we consulted very carefully about that," Reno told the committee.

"Their comments were instructive. While indicating that the plan appeared to
be sound, one suggestion was that rather than an incremental approach ... as
proposed by the FBI, (CS) gas should be inserted into all portions of the
compound simultaneously," Reno told the committee.

Republican congressional leaders, reacting to the April 19, 1995, Oklahoma
City bombing, have promised to hold hearings on the government tactics that led
to civilian deaths at the Branch Davidian compound.

Justice Department spokesman Carl Stern said Monday that the military
involvement did not violate the Posse Comitatus Act, which prohibits using the
military to enforce civil laws.

"You take your experts where you find them," said Stern. "It is not uncommon
to consult the military. It is not at all unusual, and certainly not improper,
to get the advice of the military in such cases."

) Stern noted that the attorney general also consulted with a civilian expert
on the use of CS gas, Dr. Harry Salem of Fort Detrick.

"What the law talks about is employing them {military forces) in an
operational role. She became convinced she couldn't. The record shows she was
adhering to the restrictions of Posse Comitatus."

--- (GNS correspondent John Hanchette contributed to this report.)

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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The team provided "generic" 'training but did not take part in planning or
executing the raid, said Lt. Col. Ken McGraw, spokesman for the U.S. Army
Special Operations Command, at Fort Bragg, N.C.

Federal law forbids the military from enforcing civil law except in cases
involving drugs, nuclear weapons or technology, and a few other special
circumstances. ‘

"prior to ATF going into Waco, some (Special Forces) guys were sent to Fort
Hood to provide communications training, medical training and opened a range
which (ATF agents) used at Fort Hood," he said. "That was the extent of their
involvement ." :

McGraw said he could not discuss details of the mission. Maj. Mark Petree,
commander of the 10-man team, also declined to comment. An ATF spokesman
declined to comment, as did the White House.

However, both Paschall and the Treasury report indicate .the Green Beret team
was more deeply involved in planning and preparing for the raid than McGraw
indicated. ‘

Paschall said the Special Forces trainers observed and gave advice to federal
agents during detailed rehearsals for the raid at Fort Hood.

An addendum to the Treasury report said the Green Berets jointly developed
the communications plan for the raid with ATF agents and assisted in duplicating
the floor plan of the Branch Davidian compound at the Fort Hood rehearsal site.

A Special Operations officer who asked not to be named, said legal officers
at first turned down the ATF's request for assistance. Participation was
approved only after unproven allegations of drug violations were made.

"They wanted no part of it. The (legal affairs) guy said, 'Hey, we can't do
this.' And they (ATF agents) said, 'OK, here's how we can get this done,"' the
officer said. "They just invented a methamphetamine plant that didn't exist."

McGraw said the Special Forces team was assigned to Joint Task Force-6, a
military counter-narcotics unit based at Fort Bliss, Texas. He said the team was
directed to assist ATF agents at Fort Hood, near Waco, after ATF officials
alleged that a methamphetamine plant was located at the Branch Dividian
compound.

McGraw said he did not know whether there was any initial resistance to the
training mission and said legal officers were not available for comment.

The Treasury Department investigation reported no evidence of a drug plant or
drug use at the compound. An ATF spokesman said this week that no bureau
officials were available to discuss military role in the preparations.

Paschall said ATF violated procedures by securing military assistance for the
raid through the drug task force, rather than through law enforcement liaison

offices in the Pentagon.

Paschall said the Green Berets, who do not specialize in combat assault
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operations, were the wrong choice to assist in the mission, and that it may have
been inappropriate for any military unit to be involved in the raid
preparations. '

"I'm not certain it was (illegal)," Paschall said. "But there's a right way
to do it: You go to the top, through the proper legal authority, you get the
right people to do the job. And those folks down in (Waco) didn't do it that
way." :

There is no indication the Special Forces soldiers took a direct role in the
raid. '

But Laura Murphy-Lee, legislative affairs director for the American Civil
Liberties Union, said the military participation could present a bad precedent.

"They are not trained to deal with domestic policy issues - things like
searches and seizures, Miranda warnings," she said. "They are not trained in
national or local laws.

"If there was a misrepresentation of the use of military personnel in.a civil
incident, it's a very serious allegation that needs further investigation."

Republican congressional leaders, reacting to the April 19th Oklahoma City
federal building bombing, have promised to hold hearings on the government
tactics that led to civilian deaths at the Branch Davidian compound. Private
militias and other citizen groups have expressed fears the federal government
will use the military to trigger future Wacos. :

The Special Forces are among the most highly trained soldiers in the world:
Each 10- to 12-man team consists of specialists in weapons, explosives,
intelligence, communications, medical care, foreign languages, civil affairs and
other military specialties. They are trained to operate behind enemy lines and
to train foreign militaries.

{Gannett News Service Correspondent John Hanchette contributed to this report.)
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At a time when much of the nation's media is frothing over possible CIA
involvement in the murder of a leftist guerrilla in Guatemala a few years ago,
the continuing silence on Waco, Texas, is ever more peculiar. Two years ago
today, the FBI launched a tank assault on a compound holding almost 100 people.
Within a few hours, more than 80 people were dead.

The federal action at Waco has become a symbol of government out of control.
Most Americans recall the pictures of the tanks smashing holes in the compound
occupied by scores of women and children and pumping that compound full of
potentially lethal CS gas. Some Americans may recall the picture of the Bureau
of Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms (BATF) flag proudly flying on the embers of the
compound after almost all the people inside had perished. But, unfortunately,
few people have followed subsequent developments.

Harvard University professor of law and psychiatry Alan Stone was one of the
experts brought in by the Justice Department in 1993 to evaluate the agency's

.action at Waco. -'Mr..—Stone authored a dissenting view to the expert panel

review of the FBI's actions. In an interview last week, Mr. Stone observed, "I
don't think that the Justice Department provided enough information about either
what went on in Washington that day or what went on at the site that day of
[the] holocaust."

According to Mr. Stone, "Some of the government's actions may have killed
people before the fire started. I cannot tell whether the tanks knocked down
places where people were already. I don't know if there were people in there
crushed by the collapsing building™ as a result of tanks plowing into the
structure before the fire started.

Mr. Stone believes the public needs more information before final
conclusions can be drawn on what the feds did at Waco, including such things 'as
"who were the people in the tanks, what did they know about running tanks, how
did we shift from the plan of breaking through to put gas in a couple places [in
the compound] to tanks knocking down parts of the building" while women and
children were still inside.

Other investigators are also raising questions about the government's
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'p0531b1e role in killing the Davidians.

Michael McNulty, chairman of the Cltlzens Organization for Public Safety, of
Fort Collins, Colo., has conducted an extensive analysis of videotapes on the
final assault, as well as interviews with forensic scientists and Davidian
survivors.

Mr. McNulty believes FBI snipers shot Davidians on the morning of April 19
as they were running out of the back of the compound to escape the CS gas.
(During the FBI-Randy Weaver confrontation a few months before the Waco
conflict, one FBI SWAT team member summarized the rules of engagement as "if you
see 'em, shoot 'em," according to a confidential Justice Department report). Mr.
McNulty argues that infrared videotape indicates that the tanks may have pushed
the bodies of the slain Davidians back into the building before the fire began.
(Mr. McNulty has portions of the tape, but there are significant gaps that the
government has refused to release).

Mr. McNulty also believes the FBI intentionally ignited two fires in the
compound the final day with pyrotechnic devices. He says that FBI pyrotechnic
devices were fired into areas inundated with CS gas particulates at precisely
the same time that fireballs exploded from the back of the gymnasium. According
to Army manuals, there is a significant risk of flammability from CS gas
particulates. For instance, Army field manual FM-21-27 states on page 21:
"Warning: When using the dry agent CS-1, do not discharge indoors. Accumulating
dust may explode when exposed to spark or open flame."

FBI may have thrown or fired flash bang grenades into the Davidian compound
after the compound had been saturated with an explosive combination of CS gas.
Col. Rex Applegate, the inventor of the ferret round and one of the nation's
foremost experts on riot control, observed in an interview last week: "Any flash
bang will start fires."

Col. Applegate noted that the carrying agent, methylene chloride, had
probably been mixed with the CS particulates. Methylene chloride is highly
combustible in heavy concentrations.

Col. Applegate has drawn no conclusions: "As to who started the fire, who
knows? It could have been a lantern, it could have been a flash bang, or a
pyrotechnic device that was shot in there."

Federal officials rushed to effectively destroy the scene practically as

"soon as the fire was out, thereby preventing independent investigators from

examining the evidence.

Mr. Stone does not believe that the FBI intentionally started any fires in
the Davidian compound. But, at the least, the government's claim that the gas
the FBI used is relatively harmless has been debunked. Mr. Stone noted, "Case
reports indicate that prolonged exposure to tear gas in closed quarters causes
chemical pneumonia and lethal pulmonary edema. According to a 1978 report, a

- disturbed adult died after only a half-hour exposure to CS gas in closed

quarters."
Carol Moore, author of a soon-to-be-published book on Waco, notes that a

1988 report by Amnesty International "claimed that CS gas contributed to or
caused the deaths of more than 40 Palestinians - including 18 babies under 6
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months of age - who had been exposed to tear gas in enclosed spaces. American
manufacturers of CS gas halted the export of the gas to Israel because of its
misuse.

A 1975 Army publication on the effects of CS gas noted, "Generally, persons
reacting to CS are incapable of executing organized and concerted actions and
excessive exposure to CS may make them incapable of vacating the area." While
Attorney General Janet Reno claimed that the FBI hoped that spraying the gas
into the compound would have resulted in people fleelng outside, the gas itself
may have prevented people from escaping.

The government's claim that the military was not  involved 'in the attack on
the Davidians has also been debunked. '

James Pate, who has been on the cutting edge of Waco reporting, recently
uncovered several confidential documents exposing military 1nvolvement in the
attack on the Davidians.

Mr. Pate, who has written on Waco for the New York Daily News and the
American Spectator, noted in the May issue of Soldier of Fortune that a memo by
Armv Ma+i . Philip Lindley, written three weeks before the BATF launched its raid
on the Davidians, warned that "the degree of [Army] involvement proposed [by
BATF] crossed the [legal]l line and exposed the ([Special Forces trainers] to
criminal as well as civil liability."” Maj. Lindley characterized BATF's plan
for the raid as "an actual law enforcement mission with civilian targets ... to
be ‘attacked."

From his confidential military and law enforcement contacts, as well as from
official documents which he acquired, Mr. Pate concluded: "In direct violation
of their mission orders, Green Beret trainers wrote a specific assault scenario
for the BATF and participated in rehearsals for that assault." Mr. Pate
concluded that four Green Berets were on the scene on Feb. 28, 1993, when the
BATF launched its original military-style attack on the Davidian compound.

The fig leaf under which the Army provided training to federal agents to
attack American civilians was an allegation that the Davidians were involved in
manufacturing drugs. Making this charge allowed BATF officials to call in
military helicopters from the Texas National Guard to assist in their assault on
the Davidians. Yet the drug charge vanished almost immediately after the raid.
As Mr. Pate noted, "In almost two months of testimony in the criminal trial of
11 Branch Davidians in January-February 1994, federal prosecutors introduced not
one shred of evidence about illegal drug activity.”

From the time before the fire began in Waco, the federal government has been
suppressing the truth. At the trial of the Davidian defendants last year, U.S.
Judge Walter Smith proclaimed that "the government is not on trial," and then
proceeded to rig the trial to try to guarantee that the defendants were found
guilty. Judge Smith even prohibited defense counsel from introducing the
orricial Treasury Department report on the BATF raid - chronicling the lies the
agency had told - into evidence at the trial. The judge also prohibited the
introduction of evidence showing the Davidians acted in self-defense.

Federal prosecutors were céught manipulating the evidence at the trial.
Prosecutors presented a transcript of tapes made from electronic listening
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devices inside the compound in its last days, purportedly showing that the
Davidians intended to commit suicide. But, under cross-examination, the
government's audio expert admitted altering the transcripts after meting with
the chief prosecutor. As the New York Times reported, "Defense lawyer Mike
DeGeurin, demonstrated that more than 100 hours of FBI tapes from the compound
had been reduced to an hour of excerpts by the prosecution's audio expert. ‘'We
didn't hear things today from the earlier transcripts, such as people praying as
tanks were bashing in their homes, or children calling for their parents.' " The
federal government continues to prohibit gun experts for the convicted Davidians
from examining the allegedly illegal weapons the Davidians possessed. (A
federal judge condemned federal agents in Pennsylvania a few years ago for
tampering with seized weapons to frame defendants).

Col. Applegate complained: "There is a lot of material that has not been
divulged to the public from the FBI's own internal investigations."

When contacted for a response to some of the allegations in this article,
chief Justice Department spokesman Carl Stern said, "We normally do not get
involved with multiple communications except with the press corps that covers us
on a regular basis. We don't have enough staff to get into that pen-pal stuff"
of answering more than one set of questions from a reporter. Regarding
questions related to the origin of the fire that killed scores of Davidians, Mr.
Stern said, "It is not reasonable at this stage of the game to be setting out
these mischievous hypotheses" that the FBI may have been responsible.

As time passes, it will be increasingly difficult for the federal government
to keep the 1id on what really happened at Waco. In the meantime, American
citizens ask the Justice Department, the president and members of Congress at
every opportunity: When will the government stop lying about Waco?

James Bovard is the author of "Lost Rights: The Destruction of American
Liberty" (St. Martin's Press, April, 1994).
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The commander of F.B.I. tank operations during the Government's 51-day
standoff with the Branch Davidians testified today that his mission on the
morning that fire engulfed the sect's compound was to block access to a buried
bus where F.B.I. officials thought members of the sect might seek refuge.

The official, R. J. Craig, a nine-year veteran of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, commanded crews on three combat engineering vehicles, which were
used initially to punch holes in the compound's walls and then pump in tear gas
in an effort to end the standoff. Four other F.B.I. teams were simultaneously
shooting an estimated 300 gas canisters through the compound's windows from
Bradley tanks.

'Gas the Hallways'

"My assignment at first was to gas the hallways to prevent people from going
down the hallways into the bus," Mr. Craig said.

Later that morning, he testified, his orders were changed to include
"driving as far as we could into the building toward the main tower."

The sect's leader, David Koresh, and at least 80 of his followers died in.the
fire that day.

The day after the fire, Jeff Jamar, the F.B.I. tactical commander during the
standoff, told reporters at a news conference that Mr. Koresh could have saved
some followers from the fire and gas by hiding them in the bus.

'Prohibited by Law'’

"Had Koresh wished those children to survive, that was one place' they could
have hidden safely when he had the fires started," Mr. Jamar said. "In that bus,

‘the air was cool."

The testimony came in the fifth week of trial for 11 Branch Davidians accused
of killing four Federal agents during a failed weapons raid on Feb. 28 at the
sect's compound near Waco. Six sect members were also killed during the raid.
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During cross-examination, Mike DeGeurin, a defense lawyer, questioned Mr.
Craig about the use of Army personnel or equipment during the standoff. Mr.
Craig said that such activity in civilian police actions was "prohibited by law"
and that military maintenance crews for tanks used in the operation were kept
away from the compound area.

Role of Special Forces?

Mr. DeGeurin asked Mr. Craig if he had seen five specific servicemen during
the standoff: Maj. Mark Petrie, Sgt. Chris Dunn, Sgt. John Wilson, Sgt. Greg
Handy and Staff Sgt. Cordell Ackley. Mr. Craig said he did not know any of them.

A Maj. Mark Petrie is currently executive officer of the 3d Battalion, 3d
Special Forces Group, based in Fort Bragg, N.C., according to a spokesman for
that command. Asked about the issue of military involvement in events at the
Branch Davidian compound, the spokesman, Lieut. Col. Ken McGraw, referred
guestions to the Army Special Operations Group in Tampa, Fla., but he did say
today that "there weren't any Special Forces present during the raid on Feb.
28."

Helped A.T.F. With Training

" A spokesman for the Special Operations Group, Lieut. Col. Charles Merlo,
reacted similarly, saying, "My understanding is that we helped the A.T.F. with
some range assistance and medical training, but that we did not have anybody
present during the raid."

Earlier trial testimony has shown that Special Forces members, better known
as Green Berets, were present during training of Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms agents at Fort Hood, Tex., during preparations for the Feb. 28 raid.

Mr. Craig told jurors that military vehicles used by the F.B.I. in the Branch
Davidian operation included seven Bradley armored personnel carriers, four
54-ton combat engineering vehicles, two M-1 Abrams battle tanks, and a tracked
maintenance recovery vehicle.
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BODY:

The law has tried to force David Koresh out with guns, to shout him out with
speeches, annoy him with bad music, shame him with insults and coax him with air
time. Officials have appealed to his vanity as a leader, to his humanity as a
father and to the insanity of the situation.

"They might as well try to walk across the Brazos River. Four weeks into a
standoff with federal agents, messianic cult leader Koresh and nearly 100 armed
followers linger inside their complex of shabby buildings north of here,
determined to remain actors in a Passion Play instead of succumbing like common
criminals.

"He knows he holds a lot of the cards," barricaded in his home with automatic
weapons, explosives and 17 children as the ultimate shield, said FBI spokesman
Bob Ricks. "He has an agenda that the Seven Seals [of the biblical apocalypse]
are slowly being opened," that he holds the key to their disclosure, and that
nobody comes out until he and God are good and ready.

"None of this has been normal," Ricks said.

One month into the standoff, it is becoming clear just how abnormal the
situation has been, beginning with the plans laid by the Bureau of Alcohol
Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) to arrest Koresh, 33, on illegal weapons charges and
search the compound of his Branch Davidian group for firearms, explosives and a
suspected methamphetamine lab.

Although ATF planned down to the second how it would deploy the nearly 100
armed agents who descended on the complex Feb. 28, some internal critics say the
agency failed to take adequate precautions to ensure the raid's secrecy, or
respond to signs that its security had been breached, according to local and ATF
sources. ATF officials say their precautions were adequate.

ATF special operations teams began practicing the raid at a "mock city" at
the Army's nearby Fort Hood on Feb. 25, their tactical plan refined with help
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from military special forces advisers.

By the time of the raid, Koresh and his followers appeared to have been
alerted.

ATF sources acknowledge trying to get the local newspaper to delay
publication of a series of articles on Koresh's group, signaling that some sort
of action was impending. An investigation by the Texas Rangers has pinpointed
calls from the paper to the Davidian compound the day of the raid. The paper
denies that any of its employees informed Koresh.

An ATF agent has sued the newspaper, the Waco Tribune-Herald, alleging that
the. presence of reporters tipped off Koresh.

The Rangers also are investigating whether a television reporter visited the
complex the morning of the assault. ATF agents said they are investigating
whether a Davidian, a mailman on his way to the compound that morning, talked to
a reporter stationed about three-quarters of a mile from the complex. The
mailman is believed now to be inside the compound.

In addition, at least one agent at the staging area raised concerns that
Koresh knew the raid was coming, ATF sources said. Other ATF officials said the
statement suggested Koresh's suspicions but not that he knew a raid was
imminent. An agency source also said Koresh routinely used computers to monitor
federal raids around the country, in apparent anticipation that someday he would
be next.

The agency pressed ahead, convinced its well-rehearsed, and well-reviewed,
strategy would take Koresh by surprise.

The Davidians apparently were ready, and met the squad of ATF agents with a
fusillade that killed four agents, wounded 16 and forced down three helicopters,
said David Troy, ATF head of intelligence.

The helicopters were hit early in the operation, and may have helped alert
cult members, according to ATF sources who have privately questioned whether the
raid should have been halted then.

Troy said such theories are wrong, and in either case the operation had to
continue or agents would have been trapped under fire in the cattle trucks that
were used to bring them to the compound.

Also, some supporting ATF agents complained they were not briefed until late
in the planning and thought they might have been able to help the SWAT teams had
they been better prepared. Troy said all agents were well-briefed about their
roles.

But not all the possible problems involved planning and execution of the
assault.

Interviews with cult experts suggest that the agency underestimated Koresh's

group, which is without exact parallel among the thousands of religious,
political, psychological and other cultic organizations in the country.
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Cult experts say there never before has been a combination of cult
psychology, firepower and apocalyptic theology wrapped together as coherently
and explosively as it has been with Koresh. The group is not only heavily
armed, with automatic weapons, an estimated 200 grenades and maybe other
explosives; members believe themselves to be the shock troops of the apocalypse.
They believe their use of force is biblically determined, and the raid by
federal officials is a fulfillment of Koresh's prophecy. For them to give up
would be to deny what they have spent years preparing for and believing.

"There has been nothing like this," said Richard Ofshe, a professor of
sociology at the University of California at Berkeley who helped uncover the
Synanon cult in the 1970s. '

nKoresh's future involves two and only two paths. He stays in the compound
and continues to be important. Or he gives up and gets arrested and spends the
rest of his life in prison."

Meanwhile, the waiting continues, without any hint when the Davidians will
come out, how long their stockpile of food and water will last, whether a
peaceful surrender can be negotiated, or when federal authorities might run out
of patience and invade.

Most of the 14 adults who have left the compound are being held without
charges as material witnesses, though one, Kathryn Schroeder, has been formally
accused of conspiracy to murder federal agents.

If anything, events continue to turn more bizarre as Koresh holds hundreds of
law enforcement agents and an international press corps in orbit around him.

FBI agents run to astrological charts, and debate what songs might most annoy
Koresh, formerly Vernon Wayne Howell. Reporters rifle the Bible for clues. Frail
old ladies -- "cult members" -- get led around the courthouse in shackles, while
other followers say Koresh is angling for a debate with the pope, Billy Graham
and Pat Robertson.

After all that, one person -- possibly two -- sneaked by snipers this week to
get into the compound, which 21 children and 14 adults have left with the
assistance of federal negotiators.

So far it appears that the FBI has failed to crack the leader's logic, or
make much of a dent in his following.

If FBI exegetes are correct, the Koreshian clock is ticking at about Seal 5
right now: "I saw . . . the souls of them that were slain for the word of God."

Staff writer Pierre Thomas in Washington contributed to this report.
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_remember longest, even when

By Steve Hiﬂms

bombing of a federal building in Oldahoma

ITWAS probablymevnable thatthetragc :
thwwldgﬁhnkedtothedkastrwsﬁre.

attheBrandn
knows by now, occurred ex-

".. as most everyone

. actlytwoywsapaxt.axﬂthepmmpalmspea.f
~ <-in the Oklahoma bombing not only visited Waco -
'»‘.-':Imt:skmwntolnvebemmﬂyangemdby,‘
.~ -7 what he saw there, .. i
"‘clmkwasmnforoedwhen.aslmnume :
"-~aqusuonm“60Milmta'thatswghttomply

" = the events of Waco coatributed to or even justi-
.. fied what happened in Oklahoma. His reply was .

- short and direct as he challenged the temerity
- of anyone who ,would suggest that. Waco --
That such a -
* question could even be asked shows how deeply -
’ -W some d the Waco myths have be- Koresh had told a social services worker from
N Asthefoxmercﬁmdorofﬂxe&muombo--'
hol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF), I have per-:-
mﬂymwueduxyslmeofsunﬂaﬂyposed‘~
. qum And T continue to be surprised— -
: evenaﬁetﬁvesetsofcongrmal
" and extensive government reviews—at how .
- ymuch misinformation still persists about the:" ..
" -everits surrounding Waco. It’s probably evi- .

the tragic bombing.

demeﬁ:atwbatpeop!ewrﬁmttswbatﬂxey
subsequent re-
vwwsmayslnwﬂxemgmlmportstolme

- ‘been in error. .- .
lamnotsona:veasmtlﬁnkﬂmpeoylewﬂl'

. dlindly accept my acoounting of the events sur-
: mmdmgWaoo.mﬂyhopeﬁﬂ

that - reasonable
‘peoole will realize there are at leact twn cidee tn

compound. The events, -

President Clinton was asked ' -

- judge in Febmary 1993. So conspuacy theo-'

" rists had best include the local sheriff’s office
and UPS as part of the collusion. :

. served by ATF officials, the Waco Tribune-

Herald began a series of articles on the Davi- "
dians, detailing the potential danger the group-

- represented ‘to the community as well as,
_somewhat .ironically, the failure of local law
-enforcement agencies in addressing the

- threat. (The conspiracy now would have to in- -

clude the local newspaper publisher!) .

- - There are those who argue that the Davi-
: d:ans were a peaceful, law-abiding people who
- at worst may have merely been violating fed-
eral firearms laws in building their arsenal of
automatic weapons and explosives. But those
-to ignore firearms violations should consider

-the potential consequences of such a policy.
They should recall that-Davidian leader David

the Texas Department of Human Services
that the world was coming to an end and that
the riots in Los Angeles would pale in compar-
ison to what was going to happen in Waco.-

Koresh had in mind, during the later

-compound, according to the Justice Depart-
.ment report, indicating he may have been
* planning some type of operation to blow up

- the dam at Lake Waco. A former resident of -

the compound later told government officials,
again according to Justice, that Koresh wanted
- to force an armed confrontation with ATF and
reportedly at one point considered opening

On the day before the warrants were”

who would so easily counsel the government

hile it was never clear precisely what.

" standoff he sent a letter out of the

they shot and killed four ATF agents and
wounded numerous others on Feb. 28, 1993— -
the morning of the raid. While there have been ..
some allegations that the agents were in fact

killed inadvertently when other ATF officers
opened fire, the Treasury report found this was
not the case. Only one agent inside the com-
pound may have been wounded by friendly fire,
but even this was never clearly proven. Yet

what possible excuse could there have been for -
the Davidians even taking up arms—let alone -
_ using them—upon learning inadvertently from
a'l'meexanmthatA’l‘Fagentswereon :

their way to serve warrants?

The law requires that when served a war- '

rant, we comply with that warrant and let the
jud:aal system determine our ultimate guilt or

innocence. Had the Davidians done so, there -

would have been no subsequent loss of life on
either side. .
Instead, they armed themselves with auto-

_matic firearms, grenades and a semi-automat-- .
ic .50 caliber rifle, opening fire when the .
agents arrived. To those who insist that ATF -~ -
fired first, the Treasury report concluded it .

- was the Davidians who had done so, and the

Texas Ranger interviews of the only impartial

‘observers who were there that morning—the

media—all support the fact that it was the
Davidians who opened fire. In fact, several

witnesses reported agents being fired on even -

before they could exit the trucks.

As for those who insist ATF should have

simply driven up to the compound and politely

" asked to conduct a search without displaying

any firearms, | refer them again to the Trea-

sury report, which said it best by claiming .
" such an anornach wauld have heen “fanthardy

‘oontendhgthattheyarenotsmecuothe'-
laws that bind this country, we allow these’ .

: Agroupstoposeasenousthmtthatfarex-'»-.mf
'eeedsthexrelatxvenumbers. .

ith all that has transpired, whatwilli

another round of hearings tell us?

mﬂemm\enmxbasdmngtmsxgg&t}m
another Waco hearing might
tragedies like Oklahoma City, If that were true, I

- would not hesitate to condone them. .
Realistically, however, I find it hard to befieve -
aoboodot baﬁm mw‘:}awnmg;"i
a
truly care about Waco other than to possibly use it -+
as an excuse for their behavior, What rational con- -

innocent people by

nection can there be between the event on April”
19, 1993, in Waco—where an independent review -

,emnedummeoammmgmym

ront moan aviman and Avldeen Ead i o Bon s

. I've'heard a number of commentators -
help prevent more -

anvumem
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the Fact Is the Branch Davzdzans Were Dangerous

. ;udge in Febmary 1993. So consplracy theo-
. rists had best include the local sheriff's office
) and UPS as part of the collusion. :

',se:vedbyATFofﬁaals the Waco Tribune-

. represented to the community as well as,
-~ somewhat ironically, the faﬂure of local law
.".enforcement agencies in addressing the

clude the local newspaper publisher!) -
.There are those who argue that the Davi-

"~ at worst may have merely been violating fed-
eral firearms laws in building their arsenal of
" - automatic weapons and explosives. But those

" .to ignore firearms violations. should consider
-~ the potential consequences of such a policy.
.- - They should recall that Davidian leader David

the Texas Department of Human Services
., that the world was coming to an end and that

hile it was never clear precisely what.
Koresh had in mind, during the later

- compound, according to the Justice Depart-
. .ment report, indicating he may have been
‘plannmgsometypeofoperanontoblowup
IV® .. the dam at Lake Waco. A former resident of
' ,mecompomdlatertoldgovermnentofﬁaals.

to force an armed confrontation with ATF and
reportedly at one point considered opemng

Covn oo W Cacto 8acd cennboiecene e

. - On-the day before the warrants were”

. Herald began a series of articles on the Davi- -
,dians,deuﬂingthepotenﬁaldangerthegmup-

thrut.(’l‘heconspxracymwwmxldlnvetom-f
' dians were a peaceful, law-abiding people who
.. who would so easily counsel the government
: Koresh had told a social services worker from
the riots in Los Angeles would pale in compar- |

ison to what was going to happen in Waco.. -

standoff he sent a letter out of the

" again according to Justice, that Koresh wanted .

- they shot and killed four ATF agents and

wounded numerous others on Feb. 28, 1993—
themonungofthermd.Whiletherelnvebeen
some allegations that the agents were in fact
killed inadvertently when other ATF officers
opened fire, the Treasury report found this was
not the case. Only one agent inside the com-
pound may have been wounded by friendly fire,
but even this was never clearly proven. Yet
what possible excuse could there have been for
the Davidians even tiking up arms—IJet alone
using them—upon learning inadvertently from

“a TV. cameraman that ATF agents were on

their way to serve warrants?

'lhelawreqmresthatwhenservedawar— '

rant, we comply with that warrant and let the
]’lldlClal system determine our ultimate guilt or
innocence. Had the Davidians done so, there
would have been no subsequent loss of life on

‘either side.

Instead, they armed themselves with auto-
matic firearms, grenades and a semi-automat-

"ic .50 caliber rifle, opening fire when the

agents arrived. To those who insist that ATF
fired first, the Treasury report concluded it

-was the Davidians who had done so, and the

Texas Ranger interviews of the only impartial
observers who were there that moming—the
media—all support the fact that it was the
Davidians who opened fire. In fact, several
witnesses reported agents being fired on even

_before they could exit the'trucks,

As for those who insist ATF should have
simply driven up to the compound and politely
asked to conduct a search without displaying
any firearms, I refer them again to the Trea-
sury report, which said it best by claiming’
such an approach would have been “foolhardy

“ contending that they are not subject to the -

laws that bind this country, we allow these

groups to pose a serious threat that far ex- .

ceeds their relative numbers.

ith all that has transpired, what will
: another round of hearings tell us?

I've heard a number of commentators
and even some members of Congress suggest that
another Waoo hearing might help t more
tragedies like Oklahoma City. If that were true, 1
would not hesitate to condone them.

Realistically, however, 1 find it hard to believe
that the type of people who would kill undreds of

innocent people by bombing a downtown building -

truly care about Waco other than to possibly use it
as an excuse for their behavior, What rational con-

-pection can there be between the event on April’
19, 1993, in Waco—where an independent review

concluded that the Davidians, including many inno-

cent men, wamen and children, died in a fire that .

ummmnmmmr&tmwmmvdsi

watusyawphntsm‘ltakmmmmﬂwlﬂe .
you're away. o
Nomedesa‘vstotuvedmﬁephcedmmp-

" ardy simply because they work in, or happen to be

passing by, a government office. And no one, not
mhwuﬂmuoﬁoexswlngetpaﬂfdr
r:slmgtharlivs.daervatobetargetedbym-

laltearmustsdnmmgtolu]lﬂmmnﬂyﬁr"'

daing their jobs, - -
As for people Bee Gordon Liddy who. thmk .
words don’t matter and see nothing wrong with 2:%-
vising fisteners to shoot ATF agents in the head -
because they wear bulletproof vests, I doubt‘
there’s much hope. Liddy dismisses such: com-
ments as mere words, mdmrgtogats{n:ed\m
over, ATF agents take little consolation in Liddy’s
vesponse that he meznt his advice to apply only in
self defense, when his lsteners probably include/a - .
number of potentially violent individuals who think
mytnnemA‘I'Fagmtmmﬂmpxwmy
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sor
“reportedly
idesto * ﬁreataw
ndrals- .
dhave °
sinister
nocent
record.
» Davi- -
mﬁre- .

fast-food mstaurant just to do

information should have been ignored, or who
believe that ATF was too concerned about the
possibility.of mass suicide if ATF conducted a
- lengthy siege of the compound rather than at-
"tempt a surprise entry, I can only say: Re-
member Jonestown.

:lh!ack Japan.whereagmupwlwsepwsencewas

., known and considered potentially dangerous
-“,--‘ bygovemmmtofﬁaalsanegedlyunoorkeda
 inves- deadly nerve gas. The day has long passed

<hand" - when we can afford to ignore the threat posed -

strate-" by individuals who believe they are subject on-
* Iy to the laws of their god and not those of our

.bymanyl(m&sympathmsthattheDavn—
jdnnswereaﬂydefmdmgthemselmwhm

- Davidians into. submission through “psycho-
logical ; warfare.” In the Justice Department
report, the negotiators state that the “ag-
gressive tactics undermined their own ef-
forts to gain

A isurrender
httlewunderthentlntmlateMardl,beﬁev
..-ing that the FBI's time-honored strategy—"talk

. tack on the compound. (The ap-

‘;,pmadlhadworkedwenafew previously
surmg 'thhtheCovmanttheSwo:dandtheAmof
s ﬂwwd.angllt-wmgmvalistgrwpmthe

** merit in religious rhetoric, Koresh became
*  merely “a master

religious . The idea of pressuring
-".peoplewlmbehevetheyarevnmmngme

N wasseazbyﬂmuamtoﬂa:th.l!utlmmg

- watlatlana

tofomeanamwdoontrontaumwnthATFandv
at one point considered opening -

Toﬂwsewbommmnvmcedtlmmchl

Or remember the mem-.
n"apalt! bemofthesecthanadaandSmtzerland_

o who committed mass suicide earlier this year.
ogs ,~ “Or look at what happened in the subways in_

.government. _
Mostdshubmtomnsthepemstﬂudann

agent—m-charge at Waoo. sought to bring the

[Davidian leader David] Ko- -
resh’s. trust asa prelude to.a peaceful”

manipulator,” a sociopath who -.
- used religion to cover his criminal activities. °
This strategy, though, misread the group’s

e L

sury report, which said ‘it best by claiming’

" such an approach would have been “foolhardy

and irresponsible.” To which I could only add

* dangerous and potentially suicidal.

Leave aside for the moment whether ATF
commanders did in fact determine the mom-

- ing of the raid that Koresh had been tipped off

they were coming and tragically led the
agents into an ambush, as the Treasury report
concluded. Assume for the sake of argument
that the raid commanders should have
reached that conclusion and canceled the raid. -
The fact is, the raid wasn't canceled. By what
perverted sense of logic or legality does it
somehow follow, as some have argued, that

. because the ATF made a mistake in not abort-

ing the raid, the Davidians were therefore en-
titled to offer armed resistance ‘and kill the
agents as they arrived to serve legal, court-or-

In my view the Davidians reacted in a crimi-
nal and violent manner. Unfortunately, there

is a small but perhaps’ growing number of

groups that feel much the same way, though
they may not doak their beliefs in religion. By

| -{earmgs May Tell Us

,onhes Heed the Wiong ‘Experts’?

reported that the “attorney geneml had not yet

"made a final decision whether to approve the -

plan.” No one at the meeting raised objections

-to the Waco solution. Now, according to a re-
- cent Washington Times article, we learn from
FBI interviews with Foster’s wife that he felt -
.. responsible for what happened in Waco, that it
. ‘Washisfault.'lfﬂxisisso,Congr&sbotﬂdtxy

to determine Foster’s role in Waco—as well as

. who else at that level might have been involved
FBI ° in the decision-making.

. Deputy i-. . Janet Reno ssed bout th
‘-=rectorPoﬂsbegantomakeplamforagasat-, J O Ty 2w Le

“safety of the children.” On April 14, at a large
group meeting that included military personnel,

Reno was persuaded by the information pre-

sénted that the gas would not cause undue

o boae To o s '; harm, But Allan Stone, a physician who studied
~_able to sort through the often absolutist ele-

the effects of CS gas during his evaluation of

Waco for the Department of Justice, concluded -

theanomeygmexalwas‘iﬂ-adwsed”abtmme
“potential harmful consequences” of CS gas.

-.Andmaheamghstweek,kmotoldSmAr- :

len Specter (R-Pa.), that she was unaware that
in January 1993, at the Paris Chemical Weap-

ons Convention, CS gas was banned for military -

use. ‘1 tly heard . ., . that there was a
law enforcement exception,” Reno said, accord-

concluded that the Davidians, including many ino-

cent men, women and children, died in a fire that /

was set by other residents of the compound—and

the bombing in Oklahoma City where hundreds of

innocent men, women and children were killed or
injured by criminals in a vicious and cowardly act?
Less than a day after the bombing, one individual

was regrettable, the bomb itself was a “Rem-
brandt.” Another person interviewed in Pennsylva-
nia two weeks after the Oklahoma bombing said his

. told a television audience that, while the bombing .

reaction to the explosion was that it was a “damned -

good start.”

Are these the kind of people who another hear-
ing on Waco is intended to influence? I can only
hope that, out of the tragedy in Oklahoma City

there can in time come something positive, By see- -

ing the faces of the survivors and reading their sto-

ries, maybe those who so vehemently rail against

govexmmtauﬂmﬁymgam!.axﬂgovenmt
workers in , will come to understand bet-

cize have real faces and real families. They car-pool
to work. They coach Little League

mow their lawns. They're the family next door that

bodied in the Cult Awareness Network (CAN)

and the American Family Foundation (AFF).

sports. They

’

For years, these organizations have present- -

ed their views on mind control and manipulation
to. anyone- who would listen, including some
mﬂnntheFBLlntegraltotlusperspectxvexs
the charge of cult preparedness for mass sui-
cide. During Waco, the FBI relied heavily on an

. anonymously written “white paper” that sum-

mamend thin wnwe Amant Tnmar in tha Gect Ann.
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with a legal warrant they've somehow got a right .
to defend themselves. As someone who has been-
an occasional recipient of his invectives, I hope he's* «
nght,becausel’vegotalotmetohsexihe’
wrong than he does.

lfmﬁmg&e.lnwever Ithmlut’swathr&

“boc
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lent actions both on Feb. 28 and April 19,1993, he

showed that he placed no more value on human ife -
than did Charles Manson, the Son of Sam and

those cowardly individinls who placed the bombin -
* Oklahoma City. To make him into something Biig-

~ert1mtlntstodoatxmxendasd‘mamtnﬁle

young agents who lost their fives. - :
Wemntdmgemeanmdwhatbappam
at Waco, but we have a responsibility not to ignore

. simple faimess and compassion in our search for. -
* the truth. If there is to be another hearing on Wa-
terthattlmsepecplemey'vebemsoqmd(mmu- ‘

0, let’s hope it’s for the purpose of examining the -

facts and learning from that tragedy, notn\erelyto?“‘

plmsemenmeq:emlnmmwnhan
ti-government agenda.

awakexwdatla.m.ouApriH‘B

agents said they were going to move on the
but they were still looking for a réz-

compound, _
son to wait it out, “My counsel was that théy*

should move sooner than later,” Miron said. “If
we waited longer, the chances of suicide -or

some other tragic end were more likely.” o

-

A notherpetsonwlwplayedamlemtlie‘

ported being
mthaml!ﬁ-mnthe]mtweDepamnenL'lhe .
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o Dzd the Federal Authorities Heed the Wrong ‘Eaperts’

.+ blindly accept my

" .. every story. Here's mine.

- - dians in the first place. A Jocal deputy sheriff re-

"»'.ouvedateportfmnaUmtedPamelSewm

" driver who said that a package had broken apart

-;.'-hMaylm&deputyaslmdtheA'l‘Ffor
thus the, extensive inves-

" Steve Higgins served as director of the

:f' By] GordonMeltonandIawrmceCrmer :
‘ "RIGmYOngiy the fire that ex-

o gulfed the Branch Davidian compound -
in Waco, Tex., continues to burn in’
"* the minds of many

. the April 1993 federal md that left 85
" Branch Davidians dead, two

‘LportswerepreparedbytheDepamnentsof
.. Treasury and Justice. They have been little
~’rmdand.paddmon.sdat¢pped:mpo{tant

 Unfortiinately, these reports have also left
- the impression that-federal agents, rather
" than learning from their errors and censuring

: _thogergsponm’ble.wergmexelytryhgto’lﬁde i
. their mistakes. For example, Larry Potts, who . president’s home state.) To Clark and Potts, un- -

_abletosonﬂ:mughtheoftmabsohnistele

presided over the siege at Waco as well as the

botched incident with Randy Weaver at Ruby
R Rldge.ldaho.wasrecmtlyappmnteddeputy'

.- director of the FBL
‘ BoththeSmateandﬁtesteaxepmpab

b\gtoremvestxgatetheWacotragedy'the'

on Crime has scheduled

. House Subcommittee :
) hwmgstobegmonjulym Already, howev- -

er, some Democrats want to divert the hear-
nme ta lanle intn tha throst nf militia evwvwno

my accountmg ot the events sur-.
% ‘rounding Waco, only hopeful that -reasonable . -
-‘-':‘peop!ewmmﬁzethereareatlgsttwosdato

assistance, thus triggering )
tigation that led to the issuance of search and
:-arrest warrants by a:federal magistrate-’

to force an armed confrontation with ATF and
reportedly at one point considered opening

»ﬁreataWacofastfoodr&staurantmsttodo

First,letmesytlnt.dapztewlntﬁmdms— :
/. ers at the National Rifle Association would have
" usbelieve, the ATF is not part of some sinister.
“+-" fedaral plot to confiscate guns from innocent
"' ‘people. In fact, it is a matter of public record
-+ that the ATF did not go Jooking for the Davi-

To those who remain eonvmced that such
information should have been ignored, or who
believe that ATF was too concerned about the
possibility of mass suicide if ATF conducted a
lengthy siege of the compound rather than at-
tempt a surprise entry, I can only say: Re-

member Jonestown. Or remember the mem-.
“bers of the sect in ‘Canada and Switzerland

~who committed mass suicide earlier this year.

*-Or look at what happened in the subways in
- Japan, where -a group whose: presence was
- _known and considered potentially dangerous
*- by government officials allegedly uncorked a

deadly nerve gas. The day has long passed

_when we can afford to ignore the threat posed
by individuals who believe they are subject-on-

lytothelawsofthe:rgodandnotﬂxoseofour

.government.
. Mostdxsturbmgtomexsthepers:slentdaun
- bynmnyl(orahsympaﬂumthattheDavx-

dnnswereonlydefmdmgﬂzanselmwhm

. agent-m-charge at Waoo, sought to bring the -
. Davidians into submission through “psycho-

logical warfare.” In the Justice Department

* report, the negotiators state that the “ag-
_gressive tactics undermined their own ef-

Americans. In the wake of - forts to gain [Davidian leader David] Ko-

resh’s trust as a prelude to a peaceful
surrender.” -

. thtlewonderthenmatmlateMardx.beﬁev-A
. ing that the FBI's time-honored strategy—"talk

them out, no matter what"—was hopeless, FBI

. Deputy Director Floyd Clark and Assistant Di- .
-rector Potts began to make plans for a gas at-
‘tackontheoompomd.('lhe'talk-memcqt'ap#

proach had worked well a few years previously
with the Covenant.the Sword and the Arm of
the Lord, a right-wing survivalist group in the

merit in religious rhetoric, Koresh became

merely “a master manipulator,” asouopathwho_
-used refigion to cover his criminal activities, -
’_l‘!ns strategy, though, misread the group's -

religious psychology. The idea of pressuring
people who believe they are witnessing the

apocalypse does not make sense—resistance .

w_asseenbyﬂunasat&stoﬂalthButhavmg

eeg oo ssiccsimy @ Awaws ooy, e et wmew a-o

sury report. which said it best by daxmmg
such an approach would have been “foothardy -

. and irresponsible.” To which I could only add -

dangerous and potentially suicidal. .

Leave aside for the moment whether ATF
commanders did in fact determine the morn- .
ing of the raid that Koresh had been tipped off

they were coming and tragically led the .
. agents into an ambush, as the Treasury report

concluded. Assume for the sake of argument
that the raid commanders should have
reached that conclusion and canceled the raid. -

The fact is, the raid wasn’t canceled. By what -

perverted sense of logic or legality does it
somehow follow, as some have argued, that .

: because the ATF made a mistake in not abort-
ing the raid, the Davidians were therefore en- °

titled to offer armed resistance 'and kill the

nntwoweelsaﬁuﬂ:eOkhhmnbanhngsaﬂhs )
mmmtoﬂleamkmwasdnmma‘(hmmd_;f

good start®

Are these the kind of people who another bear-. .
mng;co:smﬂﬂedtomﬂmm?lcanmly,_'_.-

agents as they arrived to serve legal, court-ot- "

dered warrants?
In my view the Davidians mcted ina cnmn-
nal and violent manner. Unfortunately, there

is a small but perhaps-growing number of
groups that feel much the same way, though

they may not cloak their beliefs in religion. By

repoxtedﬂmtthe"attomeygeneralhadnotyet
made a final decision whether to approve the -
plan.” No one at the meeting raised objections

-to the Waco solution. Now, according to a re-
cent Washington Times article, we learn from .
FBI interviews with Foster’s wife that he felt

responsible for what happened in Waco, that it

" “was his fault.” If this is so, Congress should try

to determine Foster’s role in Waco—as well as

‘who else at that level might have been involved

in the decision-making.
Janet Reno expressed concern about the

“safety of the children.” On April 14, at a large -

group meeting that included military personnel,
Reno was persuaded by the information pre-
sented that the gas would not cause undue
harm. But Allan Stone, a physician who studied
the effects of CS gas during his evaluation of
Waco for the Department of Justice, concluded
the attorney generalwas“ill-advised"aboutthe
“potential harmful of CS gas.

Andmaheannglastweek.RmotoldSen.Ar-

len Specter (R-Pa.), that she was unaware that
in January 1993, at the Paris Chemical Weap-
ons Convention, CSgaswasbamedformﬂltary
use. ‘I subsequently heard . . . that there was a

law enforcement exception,” Reno said, accord-

bodiedmtheCultAwarenessNetwoxk(CAN)'

and the American Family Foundation (AFF).
For years, these organizations have present-
edthexrwewsonmmdomtmlandmmpu!aum
to. anyone who would listen, including some
within the FBL Integral to this perspective is--
the charge of cult preparedness for mass sui-
cide, During Waco, the FBI relied heavily on an

ouslyvmnm‘wmtepaper'ﬂmtm;--

vetead thle clovee Mmact Tammae lu tha Ears waw ¢
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BothﬂleSenateandtheHouseareptepar

ing to reinvestigate the Waco tragedy;. the -
House Subcommittee on Crime has scheduled .-

" hearings to begin on July 19. Already, howev- .

, some Democrats want to divert the hear- -
mgstolookmtoﬂxethmtofgniﬁhagxmps.

flames,
Thesottofthmgthatnee(btobelmown
abthacoxst}us.Whatexacﬂywasthen-

T adeuately briefed by the FBE Did the White
" House play a role in the Waco calamity?

Onecouldbegmthhthedmonthatu»k

h . :VpnoemsdetheFBImthepmhforaWaooso- -

lution. "
DmngthestandnﬁmMardxandApril

A :'1993 a deep conflict existed in the crisis-man-
-, agement team between the negotiators and -,
- the tactical people. Normally, the two sides *’
- l';fworktogethermWaco,thcyptmeddlﬁer-
_“ent strategies. While the negotiators tried to _
“i¢ establish communication with the Davidians,

the compound.- .
«+ By March 21, Jeffrey]amar,thespeual

. J. Gordon Melton is the director of the
« - Institute for the Study of American Religion.
. .- Santa Barbara, Calif., and the author of the
- *Encyclopedia of . American Rdzgwns.
.. . Lawrence Criner is a journalist who Izm in.
i Maryland. CL

}' " o . )

s .m—q, -"-—.-. —eae

i:dxrectoroftluFBL

.'-’ life.” .
NotmﬂywasSnmﬂugnored.buthelater
‘told the Hearst newspapers he was pressured

unavey -

; ‘usedrehgxmtocoverhxscrmmlacuvm e
This strategy, though, misread the group’s

“religious psychology. The idea of pressuring

" people who believe they are witnessing the
- apocalypse does not make sense—resistance .

- was seen by them as a test of faith. But having
g:vmuponconummung.FBlnegomtmxs

_',bemmea

PeterSmenck,ﬁleFBl'Slﬂ‘ﬁngman"‘ 1993, more meetings were held. At one of .

those meetings, the government record states - -
that Reno was told that Koresh was beating ba- - -
bies—a charge that has never been substantiat- .
- ed. She was told that the officers at the com-_
pound"weregetunghredandthexrtempetsf_
fmymg Hubbell seemed frustrated with Re- -

alystandpmﬁlerof!(orsh.ommseledamu—
tious, non-confrontational approach, according

to the Justice Department report. In one memo,
. dated March 5, 1993, . Smerick, with agent

MarkYotmg.wrotetotlmsemcbargeatWaco.
- *“In traditional hostage situations, a strategy
which has been successful has been negotiations
coupled with ever-increasing tactical presence.
: In this situation, however, it is believed this

,’stxategy if carried to excess, could eventually

axmwmoducuveandcwldmﬂtmkmof

- from above to support the more aggressive ap-_
proach against the Davidians.

hmxghmxtthemmweekpﬁortoﬂxe

.gas attack, a series of important meet-
ings was held in Washington. On April

12, Attorney General Janet Reno, newly ar-
rived on the job, learned about the plan to use
gas; she was briefed in a meeting with Clark,
Potts, Acting Associate Attorney General Web-
ster Hubbell and others. From the govern-
ment’s report, it appears Reno was uncomfort-

* able with the proposal. She asked why it was
~ necessary to do anything to change the status
* quo: Why now, why not wait? During that week,

" acoording to the Justice Department report, she
- recalled lying awake at night asking herself, “Oh

my God, what if it blows the place up™?
On April 13, Hubbell, who communicated

" with the White House during the standoff, went
" to presidential counsel Bernard Nussbaum'’s of-

fice to meet with, among others, Vincent Fos-

- ter to explain the FBI's plan of action. Hubbell

-

© “polenuat harmmul consequences
. Andmah&nnglastweek,RenotoldSen.Arr--

01U gas.:,

len Specter (R-Pa.), that she was unaware that
in January 1993, at the Paris Chemical Weap-

ons Convention, CS gas was banned for military ..
use, “I subsequently heard . . . that there was a -
law enforcement exoepm’Rewmd. accord- -

ing to press reports,

no’s slow response, Reno repeatedly asked,
*“What are the arguments for waiting?” -

Yet, Renowasevdmﬂynevertoldofapo-j’_
tential bréakthrough in the standoff, namely,

Koresh’s April 14 letter in which he announced

that he would “stand before man to answer any
and all questions” once he wrote down his inter- .-
- .pretation of the “seven seals” in the Book of

Revelation. The letter was the direct result of

negotiations between Karesh's lawyer, Richard
DeGuerian, and two religious studies scholars, | bor, \Miron was under the impression that”-
. Koresh was trying to sell a book to two editors

Philip Amnold of the Reunion Institute, in Hous-

ton, who tried to. consult with the FBI, and--

James Tabor, a professor at the University of
North Carolina.

Tabor, in a soon to be published book titled
“Why Waoo? Cults and the Battle for Religious

Freedom in America,” states that the FBI
missed the significance of the letter and be-

. lieves the FBI should have pursued the opening.
But, having already given up on a negotiated so-.

lution, they joked about Koresh’s “word from

God” as nothmg more than another “delaying
 tactic” :

nother area for the heamgs to explore is
law enforcement’s connection to outside -
“experts” with axes to grind. In this case,

the FBI had been prepared for this moment by

the anti-cult movement, whose ideals are em- -

. anonymously written “white paper”: that. sum-
_ . marized this view. Agent Jamar, in the first con-

- gressional
OverthenmfewdaysmMarchandAmilof - ®uceful 'mﬂ;ewedcsbdoretheﬁ;e.

. were mostly quotes from scripture, Miron, pro- : :,¢

- he did not believe “there is in these writings any -

_Times, a community weekly, titled “The Mark‘ -
" of a Cult.” His essay echoed what many sociolo- - -
- gists of religion see as the stereotypical view of -
" new religious movements—that ‘they: qcplmt Tt
- people mentally and soclally and engage in -

thhmtheFBl.Integraltotlusperspecuves .
the charge of cult preparedness for mass sui-;:
cide. During Waco, the FBI relied heavily on an

hearings on Waco, emphasized its: '

compound between April 9-14—letters that : -
fessor of psycholinguistics at Syracuse Universi- :; - -

On April 17, Renowasngmabneﬁngbook.; -
that included Miron's report. The letters bore, -
he claimed, “all the hallmarks of rampant, mor---
bidly virulent paranoia.” Miron may have misun-- . give in
derstood the April 14 letter. According to Ta- *dian cor

named Tabor and Amold. Mifon concluded that . pess.

better, oratlastoenam.lmpeforanaﬂyendff
to the standoff.” Reno agreed to the CS gas plan -
and set what they ‘dubbed “D-Day" for the .’
moming of April 19, e S

Justdaysbeforetheﬁnals:egemWaco.Nﬁ-f{
rmpubhshedanamdemtheSyracuseNew‘

“mind control.” Tl
On April 20, 1993, methyafterﬂxeoom-'-‘f y
pamdbtmedtothegmmd,Mimnwasmtet—‘;

v:ewedmtheSymmseHu‘ald-Jmml.Here- answen




‘tegeico z T

alist who lwe: in.

' “told the Hearst

merely"amstermampulator, asoaopaﬂlwho )

- used religion to cover his criminal activities, * * Andmamnnglastweek.RenotoldSen-Ar-

This strategy, though, misread the group’s

‘_rehgmspsydnlogy The idea of pressuring
T peoplewhobdteveﬂwyaremmmxgme
- was seen by them as a test of faith. But having
.gwenupmcoumnmmtmg,l-‘mnegouamm ;
.hemmeadnma.

PetetSmendt.dxeFBl’sladingumma!an-

report. ,
- dated March 5, 1993, Smerick, with agent
-~ Mark Young, wrote to those in charge at Waco,
"~ coupled with ever-increasing tactical presence,
-+ In this situation, however, it is believed this .
fgategy.xfmndtom.ewld
e emmterpmdlmve
NotuﬂymSmdngmned,hlthelater‘
he was pressured
... from above to support the more aggressive ap-
- proach against the Davidians.
hroughout the entire week prior to the .

hostage situations, a strategy

eventually
andcwldthltmlossof

gas attack, a series of important meet-
ings was held in Washington. On April

j:f-lz,‘.‘Attomey General Janet Reno, newly ar-
* rived on the job, learned about the plan to use
*: gas; she was briefed in a meeting with Clark,
1 Potts, Acting Associate Attorney General Web- -
-~ ster’ Hubbell and others. From the govern-
. - ment’s report, it appears Reno was uncomfort-
"'+ able with the proposal She asked why it was
"-"nmssaxytodoanyﬂnhgtod\angethestauw

quo: Why now, why not wait? During that week,

aoooxdmgtoﬂxe]usme Department report, she *
: night asking herself, “Oh

recalled lying awake at
my God, what if it blows the place up™?
On April 13, Hubbell, who communicated

'_".-’;thhtheWhneHousedtmngthestandoff,wmt
" to presidential counsel Bernard Nussbaum's of- . -

fice to meet with, among others, Vincent Fos-

- ter to explain the FBI's plan of action. Hubbell

“potential harmful consequences™ of CS gas.

len Specter (R-Pa.), that-she was unaware that
in January 1993, at the Paris Chemical Weap-
omConvmﬁm,CSgaswasbamedfornﬂitary

use; “1 subsequently heard . . . that there wasa

lawenforoementmepuon. Renosaxd.aword-
ing to press reports.
OverﬂxenmfewdaysmMardlandAmiof
1993, more meetings were held. At one of
those meetings, the government record states

‘that Reno was told that Koresh was beating ba-
bies-—a charge that has never been substantiat--

ed. She was told that the officers at the com-
pound “were getting tired and their tempers:
fraying." Hubbell seemed frustrated with Re-
no’s slow response. Reno repeatedly asked,
“What are the arguments for waiting?
Yet,Renowasevxdmﬂynevertoldofapo—
tential in the standoff, namely,
Koresh’s April 14 letter in which he announced
that he would “stand before man to answer any
andallquesnons"oneehewmtedownhzsmter-
pretation of the “seven seals” in the Book of

_Revelation. The letter was the direct result of_
negotiations between Koresh’s lawyer, Richard
DeGuerian, and two religious studies scholars,’

Philip Amold of the Reunion Institute, in Hous-
ton, who tried to. consult with the FBI, and
James Tabor, a professor at the University of
North Carolina.

Tabor, masoontobepublxshedbookhﬂei
*“Why Waco? Cults and the Battle for Religious’

Freedom in America,” states that the FBI
missed the significance of the letter and be-
Lieves the FBI should have pursued the opening.
But, having already given up on a negotiated so-
lution, they joked about Koresh’s “word from

God” as nothing more than another “delaying
. tactic™ - . :

nother area for the hearings to explore is

law enforcement’s connection to outside
“experts” with axes to grind. In this case,
the FBI had been prepared for this moment by
the anti-cult movement, whose ideals are em-

Toryoursy

edthelrwewsonnmdeontmlandmampu!anon :

to.anyone who would listen, including some
within the FBL Integral to this perspective is-
the charge of cult ess for mass sui-
cide. During Waco, the FBI relied heavily on an

. anonymously written “white paper” that sum- -
marized this view. Agent Jamar, in the first con- -

gressional hearings on Waco, emphasized its
“usefulness” in the weeks before the fire.

- Instead of turning to sources such as Tabor.-
or Arnold, the FBI turned to Murray Miron for.’

an analysis of the letters Koresh sent from the
compound between April 9-14—letters that
were mostly quotes from scripture. Miron, pro-
fessor of psycholinguistics at Syracuse Universi-
ty, first became a consultant to the FBI 20
years ago during the Patty Hearst case..In
1975, Miron formed an anti-cult group in cen-

‘tral New York' called Abandoned Parents, in .
whxchparemswereexmnagedto deprogxam '
- their adult children. .

On April 17, Renowasngenabneﬁngbook_
that included Miron's report. The letters bore,
he claimed, “all the hallmarks of rampant, mor-
bidly virulent paranoia.” Miron may have misun-
derstood the April 14 letter. According to Ta-
bor,:Miron was under the impression that
Koresh was trying to sell a book to two editors

named Tabor and Amold. Miron concluded that -

he did not believe “there is in these writings any
better, or at least certain, hope for an early end

toﬂlestandoff'RmoagmedtoﬂleCSgasplan'
and set what they dubbed "D-Day" for the -

morning of April 19,
Just days before the final siege in Waco, Mi-

ron published an article in the Syracuse New
Times, a community weekly, titled “The Mark -
of a Cult.” His essay echoed what many sociolo-
gists of religion see as the stereotypical view of -
- new religious movements—that they

qxploxt
people mentally and socially and engage in
“mind control.”

On April 20, 1993, onedayafterthecum-.
pound burned to the ground, Miron was inter- - -

viewed in the Syracuse HeraldJournal. He re-

wmpmmd.hxtﬁwyweresuubomngmraw

son to wait it out. “My counsel was that théy’
‘should move sooner than later,” Miron said, #If - -

we waited longer, the chances of suicide ‘or
someotheru'agicendweremotelikdy" -

notherpersmwlmp!ayedarolemthe'
Davidian drama was Rick Ross, who is
listed as a “cult expert” and self-de-+

" .scribed “deprogrammer” in the government’s.
. official report ‘an Waco, Ross told the FBI: he

"wouldwillmg!yaxdlawenfomementman.at—
tempttodestroyacult . . . -
_ - Nancy Ammermann, professor ‘of sociology.
at Emory University, in her addendum to the
government’s report, says that Ross was “close-

-ly involved with both the ATF and FBI,” supply:

ing the ATF with the *name of an ex-member:

- he believed would have important strategic in¢ -

formation.” Ross recently said in a deposition

* that he “acted as a laison-between ATF and

David Block,” a Davidian who turned against
the group when he was. “deprogrammed” by,
Ross.in 1992. According to the Treasury re-
port, the information Block provided was deci-
sive in the ATF's decision to storm the Davi-
d:anoomp!exmstmdofservmgawamntmthe
usual way. No one seems to have questioned
wheﬂxerthkwasanob;ectxveortehablemt-

D&nl(elley cmmse!oronteﬁmxsﬁbenytou
the National Council of Churches, has written -
that it “[is a mistake] to insist that CAN did not -
contribute to the animus against Koresh and his ;.-
followers when Ross and other cult opponents

. were doing their best to advance their views or

the subject to the federal authorities, the media
and anyone who would listen.” In light of the
course the FBI followed, why did the federal au
thorities tend to put more faith in “cult experts
than in credenualed authontles in xehgton

studies?

Thwequ&umshavenotbemﬁxnymvm

gated. The congressional hearings, if they an
tobeworthwhileandrevahng,mustfomsa

answermgmem.
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BODY:
ANNOUNCER: From ABC News, This Week w1th David Brinkley. Now, from

Washington, David Brinkley.

DAVID BRINKLEY, ABC News: February 28, 1993, Waco, Texas - four U.S. Treasury
agents from the Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms unit - ATF - were killed when they
raided a compounded held by the Branch Davidians. April 19, 1993 - the FBI
raided a place with tear gas and other means, and the entire place went up in a
~ball of fire. Eighty Davidians died, including 25 children. July 1995 - next.
~ week, a joint House committee will ask questions about all of this. Did federal
agents use excessive firepower? How was the U.S. military involved? Others might
ask if there was some connection between Waco and the bombing in Oklahoma City.

[voice-over] Today's guests: Robert Rubin, who's Secretary of the Treasury;.
Representative Bill Zeliff, Republican of New Hampshire, co-chairman of the
joint committee holding the hearings; and John Trochmann, a member of the
Montana Militia. And our discussion here with Sam Donaldson, Cokie Roberts and

John Cochran, here on our This Week program

[on camera] First, a little news. The U.N. reports as many as 15 peacekeepers
- have been seized and are held by the Serbs in what was supposed to be a safe

haven.

An American tourist, John Childs from Connecticut, kidnapped by Muslim rebels in
India. Apparently, he escaped during a storm. He says the Muslim still hold
another American and two British c1tizens v

~ A London tabloid says that Hugh Grant, the movie actor, and his woman friend, a
model named Liz Hurley, have separated. She put him out after his arrest for
soliciting a prostitute in Los Angeles. ’

In thevo J. Simpson case, the prosecution rested last week, and the defense will
begin its evidence on Monday. Simpson is spending his 48th birthday in jail.

Now, ABC's Lisa Stark lays out the background on our topic today - what happened.
and why in the Oklahoma City and what was involved, and other question. Lisa?
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‘LISA STARK, ABC News: [voice-over] David, the controversy and questions begin |
from day one - the botched raid by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
.= and continue through the very end, when the FBI moved in with tanks and tear
gas. From the start of the siege, Davidian leader Dav1d Koresh accused the’

government of sinister motives.

DAVID KORESH: You all are just going to march in here, move in here-

FBI OFFICIAL: No, no.

DAVID KORESH: -and wipe us out. That's what everyone here believes Qbu're going
to do. ' v

FBI OFFICIAL: That's not going to happen.

LISA STARK: [voice-over] What was the government's intent? Why did it go after
Koresh? Who fired the first shots? Who started the fatal fire? Many questions
about the 51-day siege have been asked and answered. Administration officials
believed they have already given a full accounting, but the co-chairman of this
month's eight-day hearing says the answers so far are not good enough.

Rep. BILL McCOLLUM, (R), Crime Subcommittee Chairman: I think the public needs a
full airing, and we need to understand what happened, and we need to get rid of
some of the mystique, get rid of some of the conspiracy theories, and put blame
where it does lie, there is some blame There were some mistakes made. I don't

doubt it for a minute.

LISA STARK: [voice-over] McCollum also doubts the American public has heard the
full story about military investment in Waco. We have learned the hearings will
focus on the role of the military - which provided everything from advisers to
equipment - and whether that was legal; also whether the ATF mlsled the military

into believing the Davidians were manufacturing drugs.

Rep. BILL McCOLLUM: We need to ask questions about that, and we need to get
answers about it, because we don't want the m111tary involved in the day to-day

civilian law enforcement of this nation.

LISA STARK: [voice-over] Committee Republicans also want to know.who called the
shots on the last horrible day - Attorney General Janet Reno, or was there White
House pressure to end the long standoff? No way, according to the ranking
Democrat on the Crime Subcommittee, who questions the need for these hearings.

Rep. CHARLES SCHUMER, (D), New York: I think the motivation for the hearings was
much less the desire to get new information - there have been reams and reams of
reports. The real motivation for these hearings is to sort of throw a bone to a
small fringe group of paranoid people who believe that Waco was a conspiracy.

LISA STARK: [voice-over] Waco has been become a symbol for militias and
right-wing groups - a monument to what they see as a government plot to take
away all guns. In a letter to reporters, Treasury Secretary Robert Rubin says
those groups have spread misinformation about Waco, and that hearings may erode
support for gun control laws. The hearings are likely .to be highly-charged,
_coming after the Oklahoma City bombing, which prosecutors allege was in
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retaliation for the government's action at Waco. The right-wing groups, who
conspiracies in both events, are going to be watching closely, and that leaves

lawmakers walking a tightrope.

CHIP BERLET, Political Research Association: The danger of the hearing is that
it could simply dismiss some of the real questions about police misconduct at
Waco, and that would feed into the paranoia of this right-wing populist
movement, or it could portray the government as some kind of venal, jack-booted
monster for political partisan reasons - vote-getting - and that could also
build the militia and patriot movement. .

LISA STARK: Committee members say they hope these hearings will calm the waters,
not stir them up, but with an issue as explosive as Waco, that may be

impossible. David?

DAVID BRINKLEY: Lisa, thank you. We'll be back with John Trochmann, who sees our
government as tyrannical, and says he is 'devastated' by it - in a moment.

{Commercial break]

DAVID BRINKLEY: Here with us now is John Trochmann, a member of the Montana
Militia. He sees a United Nations conspiracy to bring about world government,
and after a bloody battle. Mr. Trochmann, you're in Idaho, I believe?

JOHN TROCHMANN, Montana Militia: Yes sir, I am.
DAVID BRINKLEY: Thank you for coming in.

JOHN TROCHMANN: Thank you.

DAVID BRINKLEY: Now, you have- you and others in your group have been qﬁoted as
saying that there is a need for a militia of your kind because the U.S.
government does not follow the law - if it did follow the law, there would be no

need for a militia. Is that correct?

JOHN TROCHMANN: Well, Mr. Brinkley, it's not quite that way. We would like to go
home and go fishing. We feel that the American public is being shortchanged on -
the information end, so at the present time, we are involved as an educational
enterprise. That's all we're advocating, is to educate the publie on what's been
going on in our country and what they can do to prepare for what seems to be the

inevitable.

DAVID BRINKLEY: You re educating people wzth a great many firearms What- how
does that-

JOHN TROCHMANN: No, no, no, no, no. You've been listening to your own media too
much, Sir Dave. That's not true. We don't have as many guns in our home as most
backwoodsmen do. This is- this is a hunting community back here in Montana.
That's what you people pay thousands of dollars for to come see and do.

DAVID BRINKLEY: All right. So you do not usevfirearms.lYou're are strictly-

 JOHN TROCHMANN: No, we don't go training. We strictly :ry to educate people,
sir. o o ' :
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DAVID BRINKLEY: Educate them- what? How? To what?

JOHN TROCHMANN: In the- in the evils of our publzc servants that have broken the
law they swore an oath to uphold.

' DAVID BRINKLEY: What law have they broken?

JOHN TROCHMANN: Well, first of all, our public servants take an oath to uphold
the job description called the Constitution. It starts out with three words,
called 'We, the People.' We believe that when these people take an oath, they
should obey the law that they took, but the first thing they do after they raise
their right hand and sign on the dotted line after they take our money is start

changing that job description.

COKIE ROBERTS, ABC News: Mr. Trochmann, do you think the federal government blew
up the Oklahoma City building?

JOHN TROCHMANN: Well, I've never said that. I question it. But I do believe the
federal government destroyed the evidence before there was a chance to pour over

it, and that looks pretty bad.
COKIE ROBERTS: Why do you believe that?
JOHN TROCHMANN: Why do I believe that they did it?

COKIE ROBERTS: Why do you believe they destroyed the- I mean, how- what's your
evidence that they destroyed the evidence?

JOHN TROCHMANN: The time sequence and after it happened and how soon they
removed it. They removed what was left of the building. It just wasn't fair, we
believe. We tried to get a court injunction to stop it, but it didn't work.

COKIE ROBERTS: So you think that there is- you- you believe that it's possible
that the federal government was behind the bombing of the Oklahoma City federal

- building?

JOHN TROCHMANN: Well, Cookie, I'm not saying that. What I'm saying is the
federal government was certainly behind getting the building demclished to the
ground so no one could pour over the evidence. We tried, through our attorney,
Senator John DeCamp [sp?] from Nebraska, to get that stopped, but we were

unsuccessful,

SAM DONALDSON, ABC News: Mr. Trochmann, what do you think happened at Waco?

JOHN TROCHMANN: Well, in regards to what, Sam?

- SAM DONALDSON: Well, what is your version of what occurred there during that,
what, 51-day siege? Was the federal government right in trying to serve a
warrant on a man who was collecting, illegally, firearms?

JOHN TROCHMANN: Well, Sam. they would have been right if they had served a

warrant, if they'd have knocked on the door like any civilized population should
be allowed. But, instead, their form of knocking was through the roof with 500



Page 7
This Week With David Brinkley (ABC), July 9, 1995

bullet holes from helicopters, was through the door with a hail of bullets.
That's no way to serve a warrant. If they wanted to serve a warrant on Mr.
Koresh, they should have done it the legal way. Besides, Mr. Koresh would go
jogging practically every other day. He'd go into town for- for tea or coffee.
Why wouldn't they serve the warrant then? Why did they have to go and take out

the whole bunch of them?

SAM DONALDSON: Mr. Trochmann, the evidence appears to be that the first shots,
when the agents did march on the building, were fired from within the compound,

not by the agents.,

JOHN TROCHMANN: Well, I'm not sure what you base that on, Sam, but I believe the
first shots were fired by the helicopters from overhead. There were three people
killed that we believe were killed from the helicopter shots from above, and .
three that came through the door- that were killed because of the firing through
the door. Now, the bullet holes in the door or doors - based on the information
we have - were fired from the outside in. There were no splinters around the
holes, which would be common as it came from the inside out, Sam.

COKIE ROBERTS: Let me ask you something. We've heard from these politicians that
- they want to have these hearings to clear up all of the questions about Waco. Is
there anything that can happen here in Washington that will convince you that-

. that the government's telling the truth?

JOHN TROCHMANN: Oh, certainly - a non-whitewashed education- or investigation,
for starters, Cookie. That would be nice for a change. We've had a lot of
problems, we féel, with the government's way of handling things. We love our
government - I warit you to get that straight right off the bat here. We love our
three-party form of government - our executive, our judicial and the
legislative. We feel that if it was properly handed- handled, it would serve the
people well, That's what they're there for, to serve We the People.

COKIE ROBERTS: Do you consider law enforcement people- officials people that you
should be paying attention to, including the ATF enforcement officials?

JOHN TROCHMANN: Well, certainly, Cokie. I think the news media - and I'm not
going to point fingers at this time - has done a terrible job to portray us. We
love our country and our fellow Americans, including those that are in law
enforcement. We have nothing against them, in general. It's just -those, in
particular, that do scurrilous deeds against We the People. We have a lot of
good friends in law enforcement, be they federal, state or local, and we cherish
that friendship, and we don't want to see it eroded.

SAM DONALDSON: Well, Mr. Trochmann-

JOHN TROCHMANN: And because of what- well, because of what the'media's done,
it's made it real difficult to maintain a friendly relationship with these

‘people.

SAM DONALDSON: Mr. Trochmann. when you look at something that happened at

‘Waco, when you look at something that happened at Ruby Ridge, do you say to
yourself, 'Awful mistakes were made by people who just blew it,' or do you say
that there was some sort of a conspiracy, some sort government effort to oppress

people?

~z oo018s581
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the military, and how -extensive was that use?

Rep. BILL ZELIFF: Well, the military was really used- definitely used, and they
certainly were brought in. They had Bradley tanks there, they had fire-throwing
equipment, they had helicopters. They had a fair amount of force. Now, if that
was brought under the pretense of a drug operation - manufacturing operation -
then I believe that we need to ask the questions: what evidence was there that-
that indicated that there was a drug-manufacturing operation going on, and a
distribution operation? What was given to the magistrate to show probable cause
in terms of the search warrant? I think these are all fair and open, honest

questions that we need to present.

- COKIE ROBERTS: Often, when hearings begin, the people who have called the

hearings have their own theories, at least, about the answers to those
questions. What are yours?

Rep. BILL ZELIFF: Well, I- I think- you know, I have responsibility, with Bill
McCollum. Our committee has oversight for ATF, FBI, CIA and Department of
Defense, and on February 6th, we presented our annual plan long before Oklahoma
City that said that we would ask the questions on Waco and try to get some
answers. So we want to do it in a fair and open process, and- you know, I think
each of these agencies do have oversight. They need to be subjected to these
questions, and I think that they need to be- have an opportunity to answer the

questions, and then, hopefully, we can-

COKIE ROBERTS: You- you have heard- you have heard the criticism that- that you
are doing this just to- as a political sop. You're from the State of New
Hampshire, where gun owners are a very powerful force. Are you just playlng to

your own const;tuency here?

Rep. BILL ZELIFF Cokie, I've been supported- there's 10 counties here, 10

sheriffs. I've gotten endorsed by all of them, Republican and Democrats. I get
high marks from all our law enforcement, from the state police to the city

chiefs of police. So this is not a witch hunt for Bill Zeliff - Bill McCollum,
either. We're going to try to do a very fair, open process. We're going to try

© to put thing behind us. And hopefully- you know, if the agencies and- and

everybody cooperated with us, including the White House and Treasury and °
everyone, it'll give an opportunity for those. agencies to regain some
credlbilicy that I think is absolucaly vital., L .

SAM DONALDSON: Mr, Zeliff, to what extent is the White House cooperating with
your committee?

Rep. BILL ZELIFF: Sam, I wish they would be cooperating more. The problem that
we have right now- the President, on national television, said he'd like to
cooperate. I don't think that word has gone out into the trenches. I'm dealing-
we're dealing with Judge Mikvah [sp?]. They haven't declared executive privilege
on a lot of the papers, but they're not letting us see the papers, either. So
we- we can sit in a room and they'll tell us who a letter was written to and-
and by whom and the date, but they won't let us read is contained in that

.letter. Eventually, we're going to have to get at some of this information,

particularly around those two dates.

SAM DONALDSON: Well, let's talk about some of the papers you've asked for.

..£...0018583
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You've asked for all the personnel records of all the personnel that were even
remotely involved going back seven years on potential misconduct of these
personnel, even if it had nothing to do with Waco. Now, what would you call

that? : . . . _

Rep. BILL ZELIFF: Well, we're- we're lay- asking for personnel records of people
involved at Waco, and the reason we're doing this, Sam- you know, there were two
fellows there that were fired and then reinstated- their jobs reinstated with
back pay. There's another fellow that was- he is now in the number-two

position in the FBI who was involved with Waco. I don't think there was

anything-

SAM DONALDSON: Well, but these were key people, Mr, Zeiiff. These were key
people. I don't think no one would challenge your desire to have those records, .
but why the records of even the remotest potential government employee who was

there?

Rep. BILL ZELIFF: Well, let's start with some cooperation of getting the records
of the key people. I mean, we've haven't gotten anything right now, and I think
what we need to do is- you know, I- I think in the best interests of everybody
involved, let's go- give us the information we need, let's get the questions
answered, and I think that's what we need to do. : B

SAM DONALDSON: Do you think the Justice Department- do you think the White House
has somethlng to hide here?

Rep. BILL ZELIFF: I- I- it depends on whether Janet Reno, who was only attorney
general for two or three weeks, really decided all by herself whether we should
use C.A. gas, whether she took it upon herself to make all the decisions that
added to all this tragedy, whether there were different alternatives. I have a
feeling that there were other people who she went to for advice, and we'd like
to find out who they are. And we- I just think that no one is about the law, and
we do need to hold people accountable. There were dlfferent alternatives that

could have been used in this particular case.
COKIE ROBERTS : By 'other people,' you mean the President?

Rep BILL ZELIFF: It could include the Pre51dent, but I- again, we won't know
- that unt11 we have an open and a fair hearlng._. .

COKIE ROBERTS: You've just heard the Montana Militia man talking about the
conspiracies in this country. Do you and a lot of the people who ask about .

Waco seem to share those- those theories, that there is a government conspiracy
going.on here. Do- do you share those theories?

-Rep. BILL ZELIFF: Cokie, I- I'm not looking at government conspiracies, and I'm
not siding with militias or I'm not going against them. We have a very
law-abiding militia in New Hampshire here - people who are dedicated- happen to
be interested in Second Amendment rights. But they're law-abiding citizens, they
haven't broken the law. I think all we're trying to do here is we are exercising
our oversight responsibility to see if, in fact, laws were broken, mistakes were
made, and if they are made, we want to make sure that they don't get made again.
‘And I think what we're talking about is democracy, we're talking about freedom,
we're talking about protection of individual rights balanced with the- the
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individual rights of the law enforcement side.

COKIE ROBERTS: But, Congressman, David made the point at the beginning that you-
that there have already been hearings on this, and- and have been reports and
people have been disciplined. Have you ever heard of a congressional hearing
where people believe in a conspiracy where the people are satisfied at the end

of that hearing that there's not a conspiracy?

Rep. BILL ZELIFF: Well, I'm just going to say, Cokie, that- that- and what I've
said before. There's much information that has come out of this thing. We have

" had a criminal suit that's taken place, and information has come from that. We
.are in the middle of the civil suit now - information's coming out of that. We
have former FBI agents, for ATF agents that are congress to us voluntarily.
There is so much information floating around, I just think books are going to
be- are in the process of being written on this thing. What's wrong? Why is '
everybody concerned about just presenting it in a fair and impartial way so that

we can get on about our lives?

SAM DONALDSON: Well, Mr. Zeliff, as you know, Secretary Rubin worries - and is
worried in a letter that he sent to many journalists - that the ability of law
enforcement agents to enforce the firearms law will be damaged, that their

credibility will be damaged by what you're going to do.

Rep. BILL ZELIFF: Sam. I- I'm glad you asked that question, I think their
credibility is damaged now, and until we answer these questions, until we get it
on and so that we present it in a fair and open way and give both sides an
opportunity to explain their- what they did and their whole case- I think their
credibility is damaged. I think we- in order to add credibility is let's get it
out, let's get it behind us, and let's move on. ' :

SaM DONALDSON: Mr. Zeliff, as you- at the time, as you know, when'it all ended
in that fiery explosion, the new attorney general, Janet Reno, said that she
took responsibility for it. Is that where you think the respons1b111ty should

lie?

Rep. BILL Z2ELIFF: Well, I- I was glad that she took the responsibility, but I'm
not: so sure that it ended with her. I have a feeling that - and if we were '
allowed to review some of these documents - that there will be others that
assisted her in that decision. I would hope that when she decided in two or
three weeks into her career, at that point, she would have asked the effects of
C.S. tear gas. Methyl chloride is a flammable agent when mixed with C.S. tear
gas. Hopefully, someone advised her [as] to what would happen. I mean, these are
big things that happened as a tragedy, and I think that we need to find out who
made the decision - was it Janet Reno or was it people above her? -

DAVID BRINKLEY: Mr. Zeliff, we're counting on you to find out all of'that and
let us know about it. In the meantime, thank you for being with us today.

Rep. BILL ZELIFF: David, great being with you. Thank you.

DAVID BRINKLEY: Good luckrto'you Coming next, the secretary of the Treasury -
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms unit is with the Treasury - the secretary of the

Treasury, Robert Rubin, in a moment.
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[Commercial break]

DAVID BRINKLEY: We're back and here with us now is Robert Rubin, the secretary
of the Treasury, and thank you for coming. Pleased to have you.

ROBERT RUBIN, U.S. Treasury Secretary: Nice to be back with you, David.
DAVID BRINKLEY: You know'everybody here - Cokie, Sam.

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: Certainly do.

DAVID BRINKLEY: Now, the President said he saw no need for another investigation
or another hearing on the Waco question. Do you agree with that?

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: The President's essential point, David, was that Treasury put
out an extraordinary report after the Waco tragedy which went through everything
that happened in a remarkable fashion. It was extremely well- well-reviewed in
the press, and it thoroughly set forth, in objective fashion, the many problems
that occurred at Waco. And so the President's point was this has been fully
reviewed. There were also four hearings - hearings of four separate committees.
An additional point I- I think that he was trying to make or was making was that
if we were going to have extensive hearings- and we are very much in favor of
the truth being known about Waco. The more the truth is known, the better it
will be for law enforcement. But if there is going to be the enormous
expenditure and effort involved in additional hearings, that the hearings might
be better focused on extremist groups and those militias that are dangerous to
our society. What Oklahoma did was to bring focus on those groups, and I do
believe that a lot of those groups - and those affiliated with those groups -
attempted to use Waco as a way of distracting attention from Oklahoma and from
the extremist groups that Oklahoma brought to light.

DAVID BRINKLEY: In view of all that, why are we having another heafing or.
investigation in Congress? »

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: Well, we didn't call the heéring, as you know, but-
DAVID BRINKLEY: I know you didn't. I want your analysis of it.

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: Well, I- I think that there are a lot of people of good faith
who really believe- Republicans and Democrats who believe that we should, one
more time, look at Waco, and are really and truly dedicated to having the truth

be presented to the American people, and that, I think-

DAVID BRINKLEY: Is that what you think-

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: And that, I think, is supportive of law enforcement. I do
think, and I am concerned that there are others with a very different agenda.

éOKIE ROBERTS: And does that include the chairman of the committee that's called
the hearing?

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: Oh, Cokie, I hope and trust not. I really:do believe there
are a lot of people of very good faith on the Republican side of the aisle
involved with these hearings, but I do think there are people with a very
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different set of agendas. All you need to do is look at the extremist literature
to get-a sense of how these hearings could be used to distort Waco in such a way
as to undermine law enforcement, attempt to roll back the Brady Bill, the

assault weapons ban-
COKIE ROBERTS: But are you saying that that's-

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: -take attention away from the militia and the extremist
groups, and even feed the paranoia, and this is very, very dangerous in terms of

public safety.

COKIE ROBERTS: But are you saying that's what Congress is dding, that by- by
holding the hearings that members of. Congress are doing that list of evils?

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: Cokie, I'm- I'm saying that I think there are many people of
good will in Congress that are involved in these hearings, and that I think all
of us that are involved with these hearings have an enormous responsibility to
make sure that the truth gets out, 'cause I do think the truth will- will
strengthen law enforcement. I think the danger is that there are many who will
try to misuse these hearings for the reasons I've just stated.

COKIE ROBERTS: But they're not in Congress.

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: Cokie, I'm not going to speculate who is doing what for what
reason. :

COKIE ROBERTS: Okay.

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: I'm not a psychoanalyst. I'm just- I am just addressing the
dangers that exist if misinformation and distortion comes out of these hearings.

COKIE ROBERTS: All right. Congressman Zeliff made it clear that one of the areas
that he is most interested in exploring, and which we have not read a great deal’
about in the previous reviews, is the role of the Defense Department in these
hearings. From- from the descriptions that he has provided, it sounds like it
Awas exten51ve and- and maybe illegal. Is that something that is worth examining?

Sec ROBERT RUBIN: It- it- it was not illegal. It was thoroughly examined in the
report that Treasury put after the Waco incident. That report tock five months
to prepare. The report was overseen by a former Pulitzer Prize-winning author,
by the chief of the Los Angeles Police Department and by a former Watergate
prosecutor. It was widely praised in newspapers around the country for its
candor. If you look in that report, you'll find a complete discussion of the -
role of the military. But let me tell you why the military was involved. A
deputy sheriff went to the ATF and, 'I suspect that there are illegal weapons in
this compound.' After the investigation, the ATF agent to the U.S. Attorney's
Office, the U.S. Attorney's Office reviewed the evidence. They then appeal- went
to the magistrate. The magistrate issue search-and-arrest warrants, and
‘ultimately, 46 machine guns and hand grenades were found on those premises. This
was a very, very dangerous undertaking- undertaking that was undertaken to
protect the safety of the American people. What the ATF wanted and got was
training, training from the military so they could properly conduct themselves
in order to better protect the American people. The other thing to remember,
Cokie, and, .I think, is essential to this whole- this whole matter is that four
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ATF agents were killed by David Koresh supporters, who knew they were coming
with search warrants. Law-abiding people do not shoot at law enforcement
officers when they come with warrants. If there are problems - and there were
many problems here, as the report indicates, with respect to the raid - then:
what they do is they accept the warrants, they go to counsel and you have legal
process. You do not shoot at the law enforcement officers.

SAM DONALDSON: Did- did President Clinton approve the plans to end the siege?

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: Sam, I- I think that what happened at the end was that you
had, at that point, over 50 days of siege against a compound in which David
Koresh and his supporters were holed up. They had killed four ATF law
enforcement officers, wounded more than 20 more, and, at the final analysis,
the Justice Department and the FBI made what they deemed to be appropriate law
enforcement decisions to go in and flush out the- David Koresh and his

supporters in-
. SAM DONALDSON: Did President Clinton approve that plan?

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: -wait a minute- in the compound. There is no question, based
on the evidence - including tapes that were shown on this very network the other
night, although I didn't see them - that the fire that killed all those people

was set by David Koresh and his supporters-

SAM DONALDSON: Mr. Secretary- excuse me, sir, it's a simple question D1d
President Clinton approve the plan? . ‘

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: I think, Sam, on the question of- of President Clinton's
role, that truthfully something that you need to dlscuss with Attorney General

Reno and President Clinton.

SAM DONALDSON: Well, is it a secret? I mean, w111 the Pres;dent- isn't .that an
1mportant part of the information? .

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: Sam- it- it is- it is relevant. I wasn't involved in that
part’ of the operation, but I don't think- but I think every time you- you focus
on .that, you do exactly the wrong thing, which is to get away from this essence
of what happened here. And the essence of what happened here is that David
Koresh and his supporters killed four ATF agents-: . .

SAM DONALDSON: I understand, sir, but you jﬁst heard the committee chairmen-
Sec. ROBERT 3ﬁBIN: -wait a minUte; killed four ATF agents-

SAM DONALDSON: -or one of the co-chairmen- '

Sec. hOBERT‘RUBIN: -instead of accepting warrants.

ShM DONALDSON: -said that he's sﬁggesting the White House isn't cooperat;ng-

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: No.

SAM DONALDSON: -and- and what you're saying now would tend to ind;cate that's
correct.
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Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: No, it wasn't, Sam. What I'm saying is that I was not
involved in Janet Reno's ultimate decision, and that's something you d have to
discuss with the attorney general and with the President-

SAM DONALDSON: Are you going to provide the material that they're asking for,
particularly the personnel records of all the personnel. involved?

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: We have provided 15,000 documents-

SAM DONALDSON: Will you provide these, sir?

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: The personnel records that go back éeven years shouldn't be
requested, and we should not provide. They have no relevance to what happened
at Waco, but let me tell you what they do do, and-

SAM DONALDSON: So you won't provide them?

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: I don't believe we should, Sam-

SAM DONALDSON: All right.

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: -and let me tell you why. A lot of those agents are involved
right now in the line, many of them involved in dangerous, very dangerous
undercover operations. :

SAM DONALDSON: Well, what happened in Boston? May I ask you about that Friday
night?

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: No- no, wait a minute. Those personnel records should not get
into the hands of people who can misuse them and put law enforcement agents at-
at risk. That is precisely the point about this hearing. This hearing has to be
conducted with enormous care if it is going to get the truth out to the American
people, and not undermine law enforcement. \

SAM DONALDSON: Ali rigﬁt, the ATF raided a place in Boston'Friday night. A man
‘claimed, first of all, that he was a wrongful target - he is a sickle-cell
anemia sufferer - and that the ATF used Gestapo-like tactics on him, What

happened? .

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: Sam. there was a- a version of that printed in yesterday's
Boston Globe - it was erroneous - and there was a new version printed in today's
paper which accurately describes the circumstances of the raid. And I- I will
leave this with you, if you like, so you can read it. But I think it's a good
example what happens. There's an enormous amount of misinformation that takes

place whenever these raids-
SAM DONALDSON: Well, tell us quickly, since I've raised the question-

COKIE ROBERTS: Yes.

SAM DONALDSON: Tell our audience your version of what héppened, because they
didn't read The Glove. v ,
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Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: Sam, let me tell you something. Truthfully, Sam, I have not
focused on this myself. I am told that what- what I was told yesterday, when
this occurred, was that an erroneous version had been printed, and they were
talking with The Boston Globe about printing a correction.

i

COKIE ROBERTS: But, see-

SAM DONALDSON: Well, may I just say that the paper says- says the- that, in
fact, you were raiding another apartment. You weren't raiding this man's
apartment, he was not a target at all, and that he was disruptive and that was

why they had- had to restrain him.

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: There may have been a disruptive problem with him, but- but
the story itself, as printed yesterday, was inaccurate, and the correct version

was printed today.

DAVID BRINKLEY: Cokie-

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: Let me say there are enormous numbers of raids every year.
There are problems from time to time. But the way you-deal with that, Sam, is
you deal with the problems. What you don't do is undermine law enforcement.

COKIE ROBERTS: But the- the two big raids-

DAVID BRINKLEY: Cokie, go ahead.

COKIE ROBERTS: -that have, obviously, gotten the attention of- of American
people and these militia groups are Waco and- and the one in Montana. What do
you- how do you explain, after Waco and after the Treasury and other agencies
discipline people, someone from there now being the number two person at the
FBI? Doesn't this just rile up all of the conspiracy theories?

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: Cokie, I think that's something that you really need to
address to Attorney General Reno. Let me- let me addrqss the ATF, if I may,
*cause that's the agency I have responsibility for. After the raid, a five-month
study was done. The five-month study resulted in the entire top leadership of
ATE being replaced, and an enormous reform has taken place in the ATF, so you
today have a much stronger ATF. But none of that- none of the problems that
occurred in that raid justify killing four ATF officers when the-people in the
compound knew they were coming to- with search-and-arrest warrants.

DAVID BRINKLEY: Mr. Secretary, thank you.

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: You're more than welcome.

DAVID BRINKLEY: Thanks very much.

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: Nice to be with you.

DAVID BRINKLE?: You thought this would never come, did you?

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: It wasn't the area that I originally thought I'd be in when I
went to Treasury.
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DAVID BRINKLEY: Thank you very much.
Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: But it's a very important area.
DAVID BRINKLEY: I'm glad you came.

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: Thank you.

DAVID BRINKLEY: Coming next, our discussion here about one thing or another or
both, and joining us will be John Cochran of ABC News, in a moment.

{Commercial break]

DAVID BRINKLEY: Some may find it hard to believe, but the U.S. government does
at times try to save a little money, even when it runs into serious opposition,
as in this case, when it is trying to close a few military bases across the
country that it says are no longer needed. Usually, the people involved - people
who live there - want it kept open because it means jobs and money and so on.
Cokie, you were telling me about- about one base that you happen to know about-

COKIE ROBERTS: In Myrtle Beach, South Carolina-

DAVID BRINKLEY: -in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina.

COKIE ROBERTS: -that has been closed for a few years, and nothing's- nothing's
happened with it, even though it's prime oceanfront property. So that even once
you close these bases, they often don't get used for anything, and you don't
recover anything to the economy of the towns, which is what worries them a lot.
But the- the- what the President's done her with this base closing is that
normally- the whole reason a commission was established is because the politics
are impossible. You have people from the states that want to close- that- that
want to keep their base- bases open and fighting the people who, from the other
states, who want to keep their bases open, and nobody believes that it's a
military decision, everybody believes it's a political decision, and everybody
starts fighting each other. So they created a commission, a bipartisan '
commission - one was headed by a Republican, this one's headed by a Democrat -
and said, 'We'll just take it out of the hands of the politicians, make these
recommendations, and you take it or leave it, Mr. President.' And, in the past,
what presidents have done is take it, because it is such a difficult political -

thing. v
SAM DONALDSON: Yeah, but, Cokie- but if-

COKIE ROBERTS: This President is not clear where heﬁsvtaking it or leaving it-
SAM DONALDSON: If this President takes it-

COKIE ROBERTS: -you know, whatever.

SAM DONALDSON: If this President takes it, it'1l cost him California.

COKIE ROBERTS: Maybe, maybe not.

SAM DONALDSON: Read 54 electqral votes. hnd therefore, he has decided maybe he
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The Military invoivement at Waco ~ TR-313

FORREST SAWYER: The ATF said it was
just trying to serve David Koresh with a warrant.
But why was the milirary involved in plamning and
carrying out that first raid?

JAMES PAIT: The ATF had no intention of
any peaceable resolution. They intended to awack
Mount Carmel, They wanted to have a big raid on
.

SAWYER: Tonight, the mititary
involvement at Waco and reports about drugs at the
Compound.

When federal agems stormed the Branch
Davidiaz Compound iz Wacs, Texss, they had no
idea of the forces they were turning loose. Groups,
whowoulduscthenidaspmofzhanhis government
is out of cootrol, willing to use law enforcement
ofﬁaahandevenmcmmnrytosu.bdnemevery
citizens they are supposed to protect.

Today, after long Congressional hearings and
government reviews, those suspicions are stronger
than ever. And, so, nexx week, House Republicans
say they will launch, yet, another set of hearings to,
as they put it, to restore the public's trust. The
Clinton Administration said.this is all unnecessary,
All the questions have aiready been answered. But
that appears not to be true. Nightline has obtained
federal documents that show the military's
involvement was much greater than we thought and
that officers were worried that they were being asked
to illegally assist a law enforcement operation.

Tonight, another piece of the puzzie
beginning with correspondent Michel McQueen.

MICHEL McQUEEN: First, there was the
raid.. Then the recriminations, .

UNIDENTIFIED MAN: Why did you do it
at 10:00 Sunday morning, in broad daylight?

And finally, the conspiracy theory,

UNIDENTTFIED WOMAN: Contrary to the
Cogﬁnnion.thcmﬂimywasinvolvedhapoﬁce
acton.

Mc_QUEEN: It's become an article of faith
among ann-government militia groups that the

10-TV
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military was part of a conspiracy by the government
to amack its own citizens at Waco. As equally an
article of faith among some other Americans, that
these groups, are at best, reflectively suspicious. At
worst, paramoid. But according to documents
released under the Freedom of Informarion Act, the

‘comspiracy theorists may have a point about one

thing: the military was formally invoived in the ATE
raid than was previously known, beginning months
before the raid actually took place.

James Pait has followed the Waco story for
Soldier of Forrume Magazine,

PAIT: The interaction berween the Army
and the Bureau of Alcohol. Tobacco and Firearms
started in approximately in December 1992. That's
when the ATF had already made a decision 10 use the
dynamic entry re: assauit type raid.

McQUEEN: Why would the ATF which

routinely conducts search and seizure operations want

the Army involved?

PAIT: The ATF was undertaking a rnitsioa
larger than anything they'd ever done in their history.,
And they recognized that they really did not have the
tactical expertise. they did not have the command and
control expertise.

_ McQUEEN But there was one problem:
for-more than a cconxry, federal law has generally
prohibited the Army from engaging in domestic law
enforcement. The doctrine is called possecomritams.
There are only a2 few exceptons: Riots, disasters; of
starting in the 1980s to combat illegal drugs. If drugs
are involved, law enforcement agencies can. have
access to military training and equipment, all without

CONGRESSMAN STEVE BUHLER: There
was & greater involvement of the military in Waco
than what I had ever known.,

McQUEEN: Congressman Steve Buhler is
a former Army lawyer,

CONGRESSMAN BUHLER: And when
you have those cases of drugs, civilian .law
caforcement can make requests for the military: It
almost becomes a treasure wove on what you can

McQUEEN: And the ATF quickly reported

. drugs were suspected at the Branch Davidian

Compound. This formerly secret Army chronology
in serving a federal search warrant to "a dangerous
extremist organization ‘believed to be producing
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methamphetamine,* Assistance would be “in direet
support of interdiction acuvities along the southwest
border.® And there was this Army cable authorizing
the mission “intelligence indicates an active
methamphetamine lab,® But the federal search
warrant for the Branch Davidian Compound made no

meudonot‘anydmp.letalouanaet_ivedmg-

factory. -
. DICK REAVIS [Author): There was-no
drug lab found in the ashes, There is no evidence
that there had been a drug lab there since 1987 when
David Koresh threw two guys out of Mount Carmei
for operaring one.

‘ McQUEEN: And the Army, itself
was suspicious. This declassified document raised
"the possibility that the drug connection was
overstared to secure cost-free training and assistance. ”

SENATOR ARLEN SPECTER [R-PA):
There was a concern that they were going too far and
that they were using a drug issue, mamfacmre of
drugs w0 try to bring in the military, And there is an
issues as whether the Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
Unit overstated the drug involvemeat.

MCcQUEEN: The ATF presented the Army
with 2 long shopping list of military equipment such
as tents, trucks, gas masks, and night vision goggles.
They waned to borrow secven Bradley fighting
vehiclas, liks theye and the crainine 10 opevars them,
They aiso wanted the Green Berets, the Army's elite
special forces to critique their plans for the raid on
the Branch Davidian Compound. -

At first, the Army seemed eager to go along.
But a Green Beret commander whose unit was
selected to help the ATF became concerned about the
scope of the request.. He asked the Army's lawyer 1o
take another look at it. In respomse to a request

under the Freedom of Informarion Act, the Amy -

released the lawyer's opinion, like this. Nightline has
acquired an uncensared copy of the legal review by
Major Phillip Lindlay. It notes first that “both bad
guys and civilians, i.c. women and children were
located at the drug production site. Major Lindlay
goes oa o say “] was under the opinmion that the
degree of involvement proposed crossed the line and
exposed the unit to criminal as weil as civil liability.*

As a resuit of these objections, the Army

approved a training. session for the ATF but the

Green Berets were supposed to avoid helping the
agems refine pisns for the raid,

PAIT: They helped them moonlight their-

commmnications plan, they played bad guys, they
played Branch Davidizns.,. When the ATF did their
rebexrsal attack on the mockup of Mount Carmel,
that participation violated guidelines. They weren't
supposed to get that involved.,

MCcQUEEN: But others say Congm:‘has‘

blurred the line between what is permissible and what

out what really happened there,
. [ L L 1 ]

is not,

REPRESENTATIVE PAT SCHROEDER
[D-COT: It's blurred because { think it's a time when
peopie say we ougit to get maximum use out of all of
our resources. And it sounds so simpie, soft crime.
Okay, call in the military. That sounds great wmmit
you stop and think are they trained in the munces of
this and do we totally wanz to rip up the Bill of

CONGRESSMAN BUHLER: When [ lock
anh:Waeoheamp.l'mgoxngwbeuhngw ,
is it open to abuse. Can it be abused? . Andlhz';;
legitimate question.

McQUEEN: Perhaps, most tragicaily of ail,
the raid itself was a fiasco. One Green Beret told
ABC News of his borror of warching the raid on
television and seeing agents die before his eyes. This
soldier believes the limits placed on the mission
caused it to fail saying we saw big problems with the
ATF's plan right away but we couldn't help them fix
it,

To others, especially lawmakers now
debating even why the use of the military to combat
domestic terrorism, the question is aiso one of limits.
Did one branch of government go too far in carrying
out its mission? Does anyone know what the Lines
are? And most importantly, did anyone ask the right

ions before it was wo late?

This is Michel McQueen for Nightiine in
Wi .

SAWYER: And whea we come back we wiil
be joined by the man who was the Director of the
ATF during the Waco raid. = And by the
Congressman who is holding hearings to try to find

oP—
SAWYER: Joining us now from Rigby
Island, Washington, Steve Higgins, he was: the
Director of the Buresn of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms during the time of the Waco raid. He was
removed from his position in October of 1993,
following a review of the ATF's role in Waco.-
And joiming us now from Capitol Hill,
Congressman Bill McCollum is a Member-of the
House Judiciary Commintee. And he will co-chair
next week's hesrings on Waco.
' Mr.: Higgins, it's quite clear that the-ATF"
had an interest in seeking some assistance fromrtha -
military very early on,  Why so much interest?-:
STEVE HIGGINS [ATF Director;-1982-
1993]: Well, I think.early on from the standpoine.
when we first realized that it was going to be a major
opersticn, there: was the potenrial presencs.of a
inclnding the military through the Southwest Border-
Project. So, one of the things — we bad a liaison
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person that worked with that group. That person

contacted the raid planners and discussed the types of
assistance that were available, given that nexus. And
so [ think that it was prudent move to take advantage
to the extent possible under the legal guidelines of

SAWYER: Well, acmaily under the legal
guidelines, [ meanz that there had to be sGme sort of
drug connection involved. And when the first.went.
according 1o the Treasury report and everybody else
that we've talked to, when they first went to the
military they did not menrion asything about drug
comnections. They wem and looked for drug
connections after they were told that that's way they
couid be reimbursed for the money.

MR. HIGGINS: Well, [ think we've got
two questions, One is, was the drug comnection
somehow made up? Was this a lie told 30 that ATF
could get the assistance? [ think the Treasury report
looked at that exhanstivety and believe you me, the
Treasury report doesn't make many apoiogies for
ATF. They found that there was a - legitimate
information which indicated the potential presence of
that drug {ab,

SAWYER: Well, why didn't they say

something to the military 10 begin with? I guess
that's the first questicna. Why didn't you say we're
worrisd aboue those drugs over there, come on in?
MR. HIGGINS: I don't know the answer to
that question, myseif, because [ wasn't involved in
that early part of the planning to that detail. [ think
if they want to explore that during the hearing, that's

-grest. |1 also think that Treasury probably's already

asked that same question. [ don't know the specific
answer to that,

SAWYER: Congressman, one thing that |
hear Mr. Higgins saying is that Treasury has looked
at this exhaustively, they've gone through all of this,
they have asked all the questions, What are you
looking at now?

REPRESENTATIVE BILL McCOLLUM
[(R), Judicizry Crime Subcommittee]: Well, we're
looking at the overview, first of 2ll. We think thae
the American public really hasa't had a chance to
chronologicaily look at everything that happened from
the beginning of why ATF went after David Koresh
and his cult all ths way through to the not only the
dynamic entry but the FBI seize and, of course, the
big day of the fire. And.that is very necessary w
have that look for the public in order for us to restore
some confidence in fellow law enforcement and also
for the American public to feel that we've done our
Job. That they've really seen this. But if you're
ulkhgspeuﬁnﬂynbmmhq\monofmcmof
the military...:

: SAWYER. Well.lc:mukyouabmdu
question before we go to that,

REPRESENTATIVE McCOLLUM: Sure.

SAWYER: Do you belicve that to the
Trcasuxyundzwhld:theATFtcsxdn.dom
behcvemmhe'rtcamrybepammha:ethvely
looked through this or are things still being held from
the American peopie?

REPRESENTATIVE McCOLLUM: Well,
I think the Treasury's done a very good job on the
surface, at least of puming a chronicie on it. [ think
that they put their own spin out there and [ believe
that when you see the bearings unfold over the next
few days, you're going to see quite a bit of
information come out that is not in the Treasury
repore. That is, not to say, that they didn't work
very hard at it. They were critical of some falks thar.
maybe they shouldn't have been and there's probably
some people back at Treaswry thar shomid be
criticized. Our objective is going to be mmiti-facered
wbeaweholdlh&hwmgswuymbmgmmof
these facts.

And the primary concemn that { have beyond
the question of simply bringing the facts our is
assessing who is at fault is to look at the question of
when do we put our law enforcement men and
women at risk, under what conditions. Was this
justifiable under these circumstances © do the so-
called dynamic entry? ! question that and { think the
public kas & right to have that kind of question axied.
And then the question of the civil liberties of the
many people who were inside that Compound who
were pot accused of a crime,

David Koresh was potenriaily somebody who
deserved to have an arrest warrant on him and
potentiaily somebody the search warram couid be
directed at. But you put at risk those folks very earty -
on with some potentially poor judgment.

SAWYER: Congressman, the United States

laws keep a fire wail between the military and law

enforcement.  They do not allow the military to
become law eafarcement — become involved in law
enforcement operations except for some very specific
exceptions. One of them is a drug connection of
some kind, Do you suspecs that this drug connection
was jimmed so that the ATF could have military
assistance?

REPRESENTATIVE McCOLLUM: Well,
I'm suspicious that the drog connection was,.if yoa
call it, jimmed up, at least emphasized in order to gee
the . military to pay the cost of it. [ believe;
technically speaking, the military can't be involved in
enforcing civilian law but they can give the ATF and
having the drug comnection. They can give themr
some equipment but they can't be forced to pay for
these costs unless there is a drug connection. The
methamphetamine lab apparently, some portion of it,
or some indication, may have existed pre-Koresh
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before he took over the cult several years before the
raid. I've seen. so far, no indication from what
we've unearthed, that there was any real foundation

for concluding that it still existed at the time other

than dynamic entry at the time the ATF was really
-looking at. But that's why we're holding the

bearings. We may, yet, find that there is such a-

conmection. -
SAWYER: Mr. Higgins, Tom Cash.is a
former special agent in charge of the Miami office of
the DEA. He was on World News Tonight talking
about this,. He said if there'd beem a
methamphetamine lab, the chemicals that are there
couid have been expioded by the kind of attack you
did. So, even there were 2 methamphetamine lab
there, you went about it in a disastrousty stupid way.
MR. HIGGINS: Weil, I know Tom Cash
and 1'd be very surprised if he said it exacdy that
way. First of all, Tom doesa't know what the entire

raid plan was. Secondly, [ think that was factored in_

and the fact that DEA was notified. Because if there
had been a methamphetamine lab there, they would
have been called on for assistance because those are
dangerous sites in erms of gathering evidence. So |
—~ that | coordinaed with DEA. [ don't know
whether Tom knows that or mot. I'd be very
surprised if he made those kinds of statemenrs.

SAWYER: Can you undersmand, Mr.
Higgins, wity so many American people look at this
and listen to this and they say let me get this straight.
The reason that you went to the military is becanse
you had some infra-red photos that suggested there
might be something burning down there. It could be
an oven, it could be a Bunsen Burner, it could be
anything,” And you've got some bad reports, not very
reliable reports, that some of peopie inside there
might have been-involved in drug activities at some
time. Let's prety thin groel.

MR. HIGGINS: Well, it started the other-

way around, Forrest, in all faimess. [t started with
the indication from a former resident of somebody

bezz g lab in there. He thought that that lab had
never been brought.owt. That it was still there.
Later, they did the flyovers and spotted something
that could potentially indicate that.. That was — you
imow - [ think what we're doing now is making that
a major focus of the investigation and of the raid and
it was, for lack of a better word, a very minor focus.
. SAWYER:.'Is it going to be a mzjor focus

at your hexrings, Congressmen?
REPRESENTATIVE McCOLLUM: Well,.
we're going to bring it up. But I don't know that it's
going to be the major focus, [ think the real focus
here, as far as ATF Is concerned, is why did they go
in there in the first place and make this dynamic entry
or sicge: Why didn't they wait longer? What. was

the urgency? What was the threar? [ don't see z
shred of evidence that { can find so far that shows
mnmerewassomethm:mmelmumpnhlzcr
the people outside that Compound that David Kores
and his group posed at the time they went in and
made this particular raid plan, this huge asesnit with
all this training of the Green Berets and so forth, It
just —~ right 20w 0 me, in perspective, it doem't
make sense.

. SAWYER: Congressman, that's an awfuily
good question. We're going to leave it right there,
Whmlwmbachl'mmwukm.ﬂm
:haqmon. _

[ N .“1.

SAWYER: Former ATF Director, Steve
Higgins, the question that was oa the table before we
went t0 a break just a momem ago is why in the
world did you have to do ail of this in the first place.
Cou!dntyonhavefomdmmwangom
what you had to do?

MR. HIGGINS: Bcueveme.lfeznlotof
people think, inciuding myseif, obviously we wied to
develop the safest way to do. Now, [ know in
retrospect, seeing what happened, the face that the
raid tipped, it dida't happen that way., But we
thought this was the safest way to do it given
Koresh's predictability about how he would reace 1o
servics of the warramt by ATF. And for Bill
McCollum to ride, then, on the same side of an issoe
and on a different side of an issue before in the past,
for him to say he does not see anything which
mdummnmpmedanydangerwmy I
think just ignores a very long hearing that his
committee had. And also the Treasury report. These
were potemially dangerous, violent people. And I -
think their actions that day show that. So to say that
there was oo evidence thar these were going to be
dangerous peopie, { think is simply not the fact..

SAWYER: Congressman?

REPRESENTATIVE McCOLLUM: Well,
let me respond by saying that I don't doubt for a
mime Mr. Higgins' comments about there-being
potezsially dangerous people. But not at thae
moment, not in the sense that you had.to have-the:
dynamic eatry or you had to have the asszuit at the
particular time that it was conducted, even within
days or perhaps, even weeks. The question thatI'm
raiging is not ons that 1 have the answer-for-and [
think that's why we're having the hearings. .

Butthe question, in pare, is that the public is
asking and bas a right to an answer when we puz at
risk the law eaforcement officials we put at risk in
the ATF and ths innocent people, and there:were-
soms peopie in that Compound, why did we do that
intead of waiting Koresh our? There's some
question as 0 whether or not he was going.to go
outside the Compound, or how often he did. . What
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made it so important to do this in a maner of three or

four days, three or four weeks, or even a2 month?
SAWYER: You know, Congressman, there
are a lot of people who are saying look. there have
been ail of thess hearings, yours among them, there
have been ail of these government reviews, The
kinds of questions you are asking are good-questions,

but really they're not going to be found by.sifting .

through the facts once again. That what you -are
doing, at least sccording 1o Treasury Secretary Robert
Rubin, could be used to distort what happened in

Waco in order t0 undermine the law enforcement

officials,
REPRESENTATIVE McCOLLUM: Well,

just the opposite is the intent and the purpose. We .

need to find & way to be sure the American public
does not lose confidence in this law enforcement at
the federal level. And the only way we can do that
is to bave an opea hearing and have the process of
severai days of besrings where the public can
understand we really exhansted — we went throngh all
of the questions that's been raised. Now, you're not
going to sarisfy every kook or wayout group that may
be out there thinking about this with a conspiracy
theory, but I'm talking about the vast majority of the
American public who gets bits and pieces of this at
onetime. ABC's one Nightline segment, maybe sces
one othe? show, maybe he reads an excerpt from oz
of these books. But it nicks the idea that it is
distorted.

I think it's imporeant to law enforcement, |
think it's important o jaw enforcement, [ think it's

_ important 10 management of our law enforcement

commumity which my Crime Subcommittee's involved
with, and very imporant, | think, in the long nun, for
our institutions as far making sure we have the safety
and soundness we want to have in this system.

SAWYER: Mr. Higgins, are you worried
that these hearings miight undermine the work of law
caforcement officials?

MR. HIGGINS: Well, no. My biggest
worry is that peopis who want to believe in the
conspiracy will continne to believe in i, I think
we've opened up a jot of old wounds and I know that
there were 2 lot of innocent peopie who died the day
of the fire. And there were four ATF agents who
died the day of the raid and a lot mare injured. |
think we reopens those: wounds that have trying to
heal over a period .of time. But [ don't wane to
indicate that — the American public, obviously, has a
right to know and I hope that they'll learn something
from the hearings.. I'm fust a little skeptical in terms
of the timing, that's all.

SAWYER: Congressman, we began this.
talking about the military invotvement in the Waco
operation which now appears to be more extensive
than we bad thought. . There-is a counter-terrorism

bill which is before Congress right now in whic the

military’s involvement in law enforcement operations
could be expanded to deal with terrorism, [s this an
appropriate role for the military. :

REPRESENTATIVE McCOLLUM: A very
mivor expansion, if any at all. ‘We aiready had the
military involved in an advisory capacity with regard
to nuclear wespons. This would invoive chemicat
and biological and that's very much an importane
aspect when it comes to terrorism.  They would not
muﬁmyMM. really, than they

SAWYER: I've got about 10 seconds:_You
think they should bave £o more authority than they
have? ;

REPRESENTATIVE McCOLLUM: . No, I
don't think they should have more authority than they
have. Not for domestic law enforcement,

SAWYER: Gentiemen, | thank you very
much for talking to us. ' . _

Mr. Higgins, Congressman McCollum, we'll
talk to you again, I'm sure. ‘
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. st Firet of ull, we huve Lo see vhat coumes ovul of

1his Londun meeling, vhat the chiefs of Defense slafil decide,

They’re going Lu come out wilh & plan tu meke & real strengilh in Lhe

.ground force. 1li’s going to involve a reinforcement of the ground

ircvoups -- not the U.S. ground troops; British and French. They may

require assistance froum the U.S. in trensporting those troups. And
i’s going to involve @ much wmore vigorous use of air,

Depending on what comes out of thet and depending on the
extent of U.S. resources, U.S. commitwents involved, the presidenti
may feel obliged tou gu to Congress to get permission. 1ln eany event,
wve will go to Congress and consult vith them about vhat wve'’re doing.

MR. BRI1NKLEY: Orie thing is not clear to me, wmaybe not to
some of our listeners. We are told that if ve lift the arms embargo,
the European countries already there will pull ocut. Why? Becsuse
they think then the Bosnians will not need their help? What’s Lhe --
vhat is this?

7/~ The forces are there today in a peacekeeping
Tole. They’re there to keep the combatanis separated, not as parti --
one side of the var. 1f ve start sending arms into Bosnias, we are
taking sides, ve have taken sides with the Bousnian governmenti, and ve
huve theretore defeated the basic premise on vhich the peacekeeping
fLorce ig there. 1n that case, tLhe peacekeeping forces will pull out. '
NS. ROBERTS: But, Mr. Secretary, haven’t we slresady said --

1 wean, J knov that the U.N. mmbassador, Madeleine Albright, has said
that ve nuv do see the Serbs us the aggressor, so to some degree, ve
have slready taken sides. And while this whole conversstion is going
on, the Serbs are apparently, sccording Lo all reports, committing
‘Llrucities in vhatl vere¢ smafe havens that the United Nations, with our
uppurt, ssid wvould be safe snd people vould be safe in. 1 mean, can
Lhe United States continue having the Serbs just thumb their noses at
U.S. policy?

? The United Stetes has to consider vhat its real
alternetives are. The one alternative which 1 menticned is fixing
that roblem, correcting tho 1nju-t1ce. That truly involves sending

macsadwxes 1t C cmaiimed Lo o -
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Iev punarea vnousang ., grouna ZOl‘Gei an vnere,

* o *.' The other slternative is just get out and turn our backs and
pretend that the problem doean’t exist. 1 think that is morally
indefengible.

And thest tekes us vwith the other -- the third alternstive,
«hich is fixing the UNPRUFUK, making it work, making it be a
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protectiun force. 1 believe that is echievable, and that’s vhat the
chiets ot the Defense steff are meeting in London as ve speask tou
determine, hov best to do thet.

MR. DUNALDSON: MNMr. Secretary --

Mk, HRINKLEY: Sam, wve have only a fev seconds left,
MR. DONALDSON: -- one other subject. As you knov, VWacou
heerings are beginning in Congress this veek into the assasult at
sco. And one of the questions is to what extent the Defense
spariment participated in helping the other lav enforcesent mgencies
create the ussault, the original assault at Waco?

U} m The wmilitery forces, under the Pusse Coumitatus
Act, which datles back 1o the 19th centlury, are not permitted Lo be
purt of a lav enforcement operation. We have, thuugh, four decades
provided equipment, provided advice to the lav eniorcement agencies

and -- »
Mk. DUNALDSON: Did you provide advice in this case?
SEC. PERRY: And we did in this one, yesm, we did.

MK. DONALDSON: Whet was your advice?

O'F ¥ell, we provided equip-ent and wve reviewved the
Plans ey hed and commented on it.

HR. DONALDSON: VWhich plana? 1f I could just be clear, the
ariginesl plens that led to the death of the four ngtnt-. ar the Tinal
pIm. ¥hich ended in such a fiery assailt?

@ — The originsl plans.

MK. DONALDSON: And not the final one?

(i — -

N NK. DONALDSON: So in the original sense, you approved of Lhe
plan to -~ . .

6 ' We di nol approve of plans. That’s mol our
——1S0nition. Wemwmw
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vag made available -~

MK. DONALDSON: HBut Lhese consultants did nat."_--y, *All
right, wve think this is = good plan, you should go in*?

@ m No, that wasn’t our job.

BK. BRINKLEY: MNr. Secretary, thenk you. Thanks very wuch
for coming. Coume again.

«ETX
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@“ s Thank you.

Mi. HRINKLEY: Coming nexti, as ve explure vhetever options
this couuntiry has in the ounly real wver Lhe wvorld has at the moument,
our guest vwill be the majority leader, Senetor Bul Dole,. Hepublican
of Kanseas. in a moment.

{Announcewments. ) -
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going to involve reinforcement of the ground troops
-- not U.S. ground troops, British and French, if they
may require assistance from the U.S. in transporting
those troops, and it's going to involve a much more
vigorous use of air. '

Depending on what comes out of that, and
depending on the extent of U.S. resources, and U.S.
commitments involved, the President may feel obliged
to go to Congress to get permission. In any event, we
will go to Congress and consult with them about what
we are doing.

BRINKLEY: One thing is not clear to me, maybe
not to some of our listeners. We are told that if we
lift the arms embargo, the European countries already
there will pull out. Why, because they think then the
Bosnians will not need their help? What is this?

PERRY: The forces are there today in a
peacekeeping role, they're there to keep the
combatants separated, not as part one side of the war.
If we start sending arms into Bosnia, we are taking
sides. We have taken sides with the Bosnian
government, and we have, therefore, defeated the
basic premise on which the peacekeeping force is
there. In that case, the peacekeeping forces will pull
out.

ROBERTS: But Mr. Secretary, haven't we already -

said, and [ mean I know that the U.N. Ambassador,
Madeleine Albright, has said that we now do see the
Serbs as the aggressors. So to some degree we have
already taken sides, and while this whole conversation
is going on, the Serbs are, apparently according to all
reports, committing atrocities in what were safe
havens that the United Nations, with our support, said
would be safe, and people would be safe in. I mean,
can the United States continue having the Serbs just
thumb their noses at U.S. policy.

PERRY: The United States has to consider what .

it's real alternatives are. The one alternative which I
mentioned is fixing that problem, correcting the
injustice, that truly involves sending massive U.S.
ground forces in.

We have decided not to do that, and I am perfectly
willing to debate anybody that thinks we ought to
send a few hundred thousand U.S. ground forces in
there. The other alternative is just get out and turn
our backs, and pretend that the problem doesn't exist.
1 think that is morally indefensible, and that takes us
with the other, the third alternative, which is fixing
the UNPROFOR, making it work, making it be a
protection force. I believe that is achievable, and
that's what the Chiefs of Defense staff are meeting in
London, as we speak, to determine how best to do

that.

DONALDSON: Mr. Secretary, one other subject.
As you know, Waco hearings are beginning in
Congress this week, into the assault at Waco, and one
of the questions is to what extent did the Defense
Department participated in helping the other law
enforcement agencies create the assault, the original
assault, at Waco? o

PERRY: The military force under the posse
comitatus act, which dates back to the 19th century,
are not permitted to be part of a law enforcement
operation. We have though, for decades, provided
equipment, provided advice, to the law enforcement
agencies ...

DONALDSON: Did you provide advice in this
one?

PERRY: In this one, yes.

DONALDSON: What was your advice?

PERRY: We provided equipment, and we
reviewed the plans they had, and commented on it.

DONALDSON: Which plans, if I could just be
clear? The original plans that led to the death of the
four agents, or the final plans, which ended in such a
fiery assault?

PERRY: The original plans.

DONALDSON: And not the final ones.

PERRY: Yes.

DONALDSON: So in the original sense, you
approved of the plan.

PERRY: We did not approve a plan. That's not
our position to approve. We had a few consultants
who reviewed their plans, gave them
recommendations how to best use the equipment
which was made available to them.

DONALDSON: But these consultants did not say,
all right, we think this is a good plan, you should go
in?

PERRY: No, that wasn't our job.

BRINKLEY: Mr. Secretary, thank you,

PERRY: Thank you.

BRINKLEY: Thanks very much for coming.
Come again. Coming next, as we explore whatever
options this country this has, in the only real war the
world has at the moment, our guest will be the

* Majority Leader, Senator Bob Dole, Republican of

Kansas, in a moment.

BRINKLEY: Senator Dole, thanks for coming.
You haven't been in that chair for a while?

DOLE: No, those flowers always stay the same.
It's remarkable.

BRINKLEY: They're real flowers. They are not

"waxed. Anyway thanks for coming. Now, you've
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NEW YORK TIMES -

By ALAN COWELL

LECHFELD, Germany — Beyond
their training as pilots of the
Luftwaffe, Hans-Georg Bitcher and
First Lieut. Peter-Georg Stiitz have
little in common — and much history
dividing them.

Mr. Bitcher, 81, was a bomber
pilot in World War 11, a hero of the

‘| Third Reich decorated personally by

Hitler. He flew a staggering 658 com-
bat missions — a world record ~
and was shot down twice, but sur-
vived to fly his last mission in Febru-
ary 1945, attacking a column of Al
lied troops entering the near-defeat-
ed Germany from the Netherlands.

Lieutenant Stitz, 40, is from a
newer school. Although he was
trained ‘to fly advanced Tornado
fighter-bombers, he is a stranger (o
combat. He has been taught to em-
brace as allies the same forces Mr,
Btitcher once bombed, and he is in-
sistent that his flying be interpreted
as a vehicle of peace, not war.

Yet as Germany prepares to send
warplanes over Bosnia to support
United Nations forces there, the ex-
periences of the two men show how
Germany has evolved from an ag-
gressor 10 an uncertain enforcer of
an elusive peace.

When eight Tornados from his
squadron deploy to an ltalian air
base for operations over Bosnia, pos-
sibly later this month, Lieutenant
Stitz could be among the first Ger-
mans to engage in aerial combat
since World War 1L

And though the two men have nev-
er met, the legacy of Mr. Bitcher's’

) . July 17, 1995 | .6
As Germany Enters the Fray, Two Pilots Reflect an Altered Military

wartime generation — stamped by
Hitler’s militarism and expansion-
jsm - casts its long shadow over
Germany's cautious revival as a na-

tion prepared to use force to influ-

ence world affairs.

Throughout the cold war, when
Germany stood at the fulcrum of
East-West confrontation, a German
deployment outside the area protect-
ed by the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization would have been unthink-
able. And since the collapse of the
Berlin wall in 1989, it has taken years
of psychological preparation for
German soldiers and civilians to get
used to the idea that German forces
can again deploy in troubled areas of
Europe, particularly the Balkans,
where Nazi troops committed count-
less atrocities.

During the crisis in the Persian
Gulf in 1990-91, Germany balked at a
closer commitment to the Ameri-
can-l2d coalition against Iraq. Even
now, the German commitment to
support the new United Nations Rap-
id Reaction Force in the Balkans —
with Tornados, transport planes,
headquarters staff in Italy and a
military field hospital in Croatia —
is cautious and limited. )

*We will never play a leading mili-
tary role,”” Defense Minister Volker
Ruhe said when he visited the Torna-
do pilots at this Bavarian air base
south of Augshurg recently. *‘We will
be in the mid-field to play whatever
role we can usefully play.”

Nonetheless, the deployment of
1,500 German troops to the region —
though not to Bosnia itself — repre-
sents a turning point after a tumultu-

ous period for the military. With the
cold war over, the former West Ger-
man army has absorbed the former
East German army, and the total
number of troops has been cut by
one-third, to 340,000.
- Germany's military aims have
also been redefined after a ruling by
the Constitutional Court last year
permitting German soldiers to be
deployed outside the NATO area.
“Germany is no longer a front-line
state, but a state surrounded by al-
lies and partners,” the Defense Min-
istry in Bonn said in a study released
Jast month. that described Germa-
ny's strategic aims not only as de-
fense but also as *participation in
international  crisis-management
and the prevention of conflict.” -
That does not seem to be interpret-
ed here or abroad as a resurgence of
militarism. *“Quite the contrary,”
said Col. Andrew Duncan of the In-
ternational Institute for Strategic
Studies in London. ‘‘People would
like Germany to take a bigger role."”
Still, the shift does not go unchal-
lenged. An opinion survey by the
private polling Institute Infas in
Bonn sald about two-thirds of re-
spondents opposed sending German
combat troops to Bosnia and op-
posed the idea of Tornados’ attack-
ing Serbian missile sites, reflecting a

fear of casualties and of being drawn

into war. :
- The German Tornados' primary
mission in the Balkans will be to use
advanced detection equipment to
pinpoint hostile radar  tracking

American and other NATO planes

Pg. .6

flying close-supbon missions for

United Nations trooos. The egujp-
m‘t‘zm cludes weapons that can cle-

stroy radar-guided missile batteries.

More hazardously, the German
Tornados would form part of the
NATO mission to extricate the Unit-
ed Nations peacekeepers, if that be-
came necessary — an.operation that
would be fraught with greater risks
of being drawn into direct hostilities.

While two-thirds of the German
Parllament voted in favor of the
deployment, some opposition Social
Democrats and Greens opposed it.
German officlals often stress that
the deploymeént is locked into the
broader strategies of NATO and the
United Nations and represents a
modest step toward shedding the in.
hibitions over use of the military.

~ The German deployment to the
Balkans has angered the Serbs, who
harbor bitter memories of World
War I, when the Nazis set up the
puppet Ustashe regime in Croatia.

The German pilots see things in a
different light. “It’s absurd to talk of
the Second World War," Lieutenant
Stitz said. “We are supporting a
peace mission. We are not support-

° ing any aggressive act.”

The circumstances under which
the Germans would fire is still un-
clear, some German pilots said,
speaking on condition of anonymity.

*If shooting can be avoided, I'm in
favor,” one pilot said. “‘But if I'm
threatened, I'm threatened.”

And Lieutenant StUtz said, “If we

FRAY...Bg. 4
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Chirac acknowledged France's role in
assisting German occupation forces in the
deportation of Jews to Na2i death camps

" during World War II, becoming the first

- postwar French head of state to do so. Chirac

- delivered his speech-at a ceremony marking.

" ‘a 1942 roundup of Parisian Jews by the
collaborationist Vichy regime.

ALLIES...from Pg. - 2

Serbs. But the rapid reaction force is

‘] only now beginning to assemble in

Bosnia, and Perry suggested yester-
day that additional troops alone may
not provide a sufficient deterrent or
counterpunch to Serb aggression.
“] think that the combination of

] those 12,000 forces, plus a really

vigorous use of NATO air, can do it,”

hesaid."Butittakathewill_tnuse

the NATO air.” S

Perry did not elaborate on what a
more vigorous air campaign would
entail. So far, NATO aircraft have
engaged in limited attacks on Serb
targets, as the Serbs have been

block further strikes. U.N. authori-
ties have been reluctant to approve
more extensive attacks out of fear of
endangering U.N. peacekeepers.
_ Perry reiterated the administra-
tion’s opposition to sending U.S.
" ground combat troops to help
strengthen the U.N. force, but he
left open the possibility that U.S. he-
licopters and other aircraft with U.S.
crews would be used to ferry French
. and British reinforcements ‘into the
threatened enclaves, . |

* *0f this fails, if we cannot deteminé

a plan, if we do not have the will to’

take the action necessary to strength-
en UNPROFOR, then the U.N. force
will pull out,” the secretary said.

Barbash reported from London,

WASHINGTON TIMES
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‘Military gave ATF suggestions

during deadly

THE WASHINGTON TIMES :

U.S. military officials advised -
federal authorities during the

‘siege of the Branch Davidians
but were not involved in the de-
cision. to storm the compoun
near Waco, Texas, Defense Sec-
retary William Perry said yes-
terday. ’

Mr. Perry, speaking on ABC's
“This Week,” said U.S. military
forces provided equipment and

advice to law enforcement
authorities during the 1993

- standoff, but under law were not
allowed to be part of the opera-
tion. : :

“We provided equipment, and

we reviewed the plans they had

a,n% commented on it,” Mr. Perry

said. - - i

He said the military reviewed

and commented only on plans
for the first raid by Bureau of

Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms

agents, in which four agents
were killed. The military had no
input on the FBI-led assault that

Davidian siege

“led to the fatal conflagration, he-

said. :

“We did not approve of plans.
That's not our position, to ap- -
prove,” Mr. Perry said. “We had
a few consultants who reviewed
their plans, gave them recom-
mendations how to best use the
equipment which was made
available” o

Federal agents used special
tanks fitted with battering rams,
instead of cannon, on their tur- .
rets to break holes in the com-
pound’s buildings. The vehicles
then were able to shoot CS anti-
riot gas into the buildings in an
effort to drive out the occupants.

Several armored vehicles and
three National Guard helicop-
ters also were used during the
siege. . :
~ The military’s role at Waco is
expected to be the subject of
congressional hearings.set to

begin tomorrow. - -+ .
— Bill Gertz

Pg.10

| quick to take U.N. troops hostage to

Graham from Washington.
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Tasty pie or spicy stew, hearings
find Democrats with no appetite

By Laurie Kellman
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The Whitewater and Waco
bearings, which open this week,
are two pieces of a pie Repub-

-licans are
N—Ews coux_xting on

serving to vot-
ANALYSIS ers next year
- in their bid to
reclaim the White House and
strengthen control of Congress.
. For Democrats, it's some-

thing of a stew. But whatever it'’s
called, it's likely to be served up
hot and spicy.

The hearings, expected. to
stretch into fall, will reprise in
the news several of the most
damaging moments of Presi-
dent Clinton's administration,
and perhaps offer new ones.

The Waco and Whitewater
hearings, says Nelson Warfield,
spokesman for Senate Majority

see HEARINGS, page A10

‘o,

HEARING

From page Al :

Leader Bob Dole’s presidential
campaign, “point to a pattern of
failure that goes to poor perform-
ance in office, bad judgment by

key administration officials, and -

more important, they stoke con-
cern about this man’s character.”

. Others agree. “Both of them
point to abuses of power by gov-
ernment, which tends to work to
Mr. Clinton’s disadvantage be-
cause his party is seen as the party
of government,” says Craig Shirley,
a Republican consultant.

-The hearings aren’t without risk
tothe Republicans. Democrats say
voters will see the hearings as po-
litical dog-and-pony shows de-

"signed to bring' down a Demo-
cratic president whose 1992
election interrupted a string of Re-
publican victories. .

“You need to look at the pres-
ident's record; it's not a pattern of
failure, it's a pattern of success,’
says White House spokeswoman
Mary Ellen Glynn. “The president
has worked very hard to make the
economy grow, to create jobs, to
promote education and training,
and to pass a very tough crime bill.
Those are the kinds of "things
Americans care about.” .

Undisputed is the advantage the

prolonged publicity will give the
Republicans. Following the Senate
Whitewater hearings, which begin

tomorrow, the House will open

similar sessions in August.
which open Wednesday; will be fol-

lowed by Senate hearings’oq Ehe.' :

siege in September. - 4y a7

Moreover, Sen. Orrin G. Hatch
on Friday announced that the Judi-
‘ciary- Committee would begin
hearings on allegations, first re-
ported in The Washington Times,
that Bureau of Alcohol, Tbbacco
and Firearms ageiits, among oth-
ers, have long held whites-only
recreational retreats. *

The House leadership plans to
hold hearings-on the future of the
ATF in the fall. Both chambers
also plan to hold fall hearings on
the ATF’s botched siege of. white

near Waco, Texas. . .
The S1-day siege began with a

botched raid in which four federal

agents and six Branch Davidians

. . were killed. It ended April 19 with
The House Waco hearings, .

“the deaths of more than 80 Branch

* Davidians, including several small

#.’pound when it

separatist Randall Weaver’s fam--

ily in Ruby Ridge, Idaho. His un-
armed wife was slain as she stood
in the doorway of their home.
Larry Potts, the No. 2 official at
the FBI, who oversaw the Ruby
Ridge and Waco disasters, was
transferred from his job on Friday.
He is expected to testify this
month before the House joint com-
mittee investigating the Waco raid.
The Clinton administration has,
at times, scoleded Republicans for
holding hearings into the 1993 raid
onthe Branch Davidian compound

-children, who were in the com-
burned to the
gmund. s edé Vm
Treasury Secretary Robert E.
Rubin earlier this month pre-
dicted the hearings on Waco would
amount to a witch hunt, orches-
trated by the gun lobby, and would
encourage “right-wing extrem-
ists” who condemn the raid.
Attorney General Janet Reno
disagreed, saying she believed the
Waco hearings, which begin in the
House 6n Wednesday, would be
“fair and thorough.” o
i : Tomorrow, a special Whitewater

e o ® e ememaien . e e e

committee opens three days of -

hearings on the failure of an Ar-
kansas savings and loan linked to
President and Hillary Rodham
Clinton. The facts, dealing with the
fine print of loans and the work-
ings of the banking industry, are
likely to be far less under-
standable to the public than the
.blood and fire of Waco, but Repub-
licans think Whitewater is more
likely to taint the Clintons person-
ally once the episode is fully un-
derstood. :

“We are talking about their

e (9
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Attorney General
believes the hearings will be fair.

character and the propensity for
truth-telling of the people they
surround themselves: with,” says
one Democratic consultant. “Our
best hope is that the public doesn't
focus on it because it’s banking
and it's boring.” ,
Led by Sen. Alfonse M. D'Ama-
to, New York Republican, the com-
mittee will focus on suspected
“contradictions” in testimony con-
cerning information leaked to the

"White House on a government

probe of Madison Guaranty Sav-
ings and Loan Association.

Federal regulators closed Madi-
son in 1989 at a cost to taxpayers
of $50 million. The thrift was
owned by James B: McDougal,
partner with the Clintons in White-
water Development Corp., an
Ozarks vacation resort project
that also failed. Madison and
Whitewater have since become
key focuses of an investigation by
independent counsel Kenneth W,
Starr. .
Key questions to be asked by the
panel include:

® Who removed Whitewater pa-
pers from the office of White
House Counsel Vincent W. Foster
Jr. on the night he was found in
Fort Marcy Park in suburban Vir-
ginia, dead of a gunshot wound
which the Park Police say was self-
inflicted. :

e Did two senior White House

‘aides — George Stephanopoulos

and Harold Ickes — lie during

hearings in August about what

they did when they learned the
Resolution Trust Corp. would ap-

point Jay B. Stephens, former Re-.

publican U.S. attorney for the Dis-

trict of Columbia, as” outside .

counsel on Madison? .
. eWas former Associate At-
torney General Webster L. Hub-
bell, who was sentenced last
month to 21 months in prison for

o
L

mail fraud and tax evasion, in-
volved in the leak of confidential
information on the government
probe? Did he obstruct the inves-
tigation to protect the Clintons?
Translating that into campaign
sound bites will be no easy task,
consultants acknowledge.
“Whitewater is a complex issue
and more difficult to use politi-
cally — although people do under-
stand grand juries and subpoenas
and indictments,” says Mr. Shitley.
“For Clinton, Waco is a tougher is-
sue to fight ... because it'’s easily

understood. It is about an over- |-

zealous agency that really grossly
abused its power, and as aresult 22
children died at the hands of the
government.” .

Under particular fire this week

- will be the ATE, which executed
.the original raid despite evidence

that it had lost the element of sur-
prise. In addition to questioning
the supervisor who made that de-
cision, Republicans also will try to
elicit testimony on who gave the
order to flood the compound with
tear gas, of a type forbidden by

international agreement for use in

war, that could have been lethal to
children. . e e e
Rep. Bill Zeliff, New Hampshire
Republican and co-chairman of
the committee holding the hear-
ings, has said he believes the order
may have come from Hubbell,

Smoke and flames engulf the Branch Davidian compound near Waco, Texas, after the FBI launched its attac!

P
K.

Here raey~
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'WACO QUESTIONS

The special House panel probing the Waco slege and raids is
expected to ask:

B Did the affidavit the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms used .
1o justify a search of the Branch Davidian compound outside Waco,
Texas, contain false statements? A Washington lawyer and weapons -
expert said a review of the affidavit, written by agent Davy Aguilar,
shows no probable cause to arrest cult leader David Koresh or search
the property. ’

§ Why did ATF agents initiate a confrontation instead of waiting to
arrest Koresh outside the compound? Local sheriff’'s deputies ~
previously confronted Koresh on criminal complaints and never
reported aproblem. . . - -

W Why did ATF supervisors order the Feb. 28, 1993, raid to continue
despite warnings that Koresh and his followers knew it was coming? An
ATF undercover agent in the compound told supervisors the raid was
compromised when a sect member told Koresh the agents were,  **
coming. ' e

B Who was responsible for starting the gunﬁght when 100 ATF agents
stormed the compound to arrest Koresh? Agent Rolland Ballesteros
told Texas Rangers the first shots came from agents who shot dogs at
the compound, but he testified during the trial of the nine Davidians that
sect members fired first. ) ‘ o .

B Why did the FBI insert tear gas into the compound and demolish the -
buildings after negotiating for 51 days, and who made the decision? .,
Although tanks were used to push in the wooded buildings, Attomey
General Janet Reno has described the FBI plan not as an attack, but
as an effort to safely extricate the Davidians. oL

B Did any government actions during the April, 19, 1993 FBI raid result
in the death of civilians — including children— as suggested by Dr.
Alan A, Stone, a Harvard University professor of psychiatry and law
hired by the Justice Department to review the rald?. .. . .. . .-

B What was the impact of the CS gas on the Davidians, especially the
children, and what justifications were given to'Mlss Reno-and by whom -
that it would be safe? Some chemical experts have saidthe gas — -..:.-
bﬁ?ged for military use — would have created a “final hell” for the. - -
children. . - - I .

st L et eyt

8 Did the CS gas contribute to the spread of the flames, even if the fire’
was started by the Davidians? Chemical experts, including those i =
writing for Army manuals, believe there is a significant riskof  ».+:!
flammability from CS particulates, . . w:w:ievene o Lot fahvp o

| Why did Miss Reno decide April 19 was the day the Davidiang -+ . =

needed to be flushed from the compound and that further negotiations : |- '

would not work? She has given different reasons the past two years to
justify the raid, including claims of child abuse and concems that the
FBI's hostage rescue team was tired. - L .

I Were federal authorities aware that allegations of child abuse against
Koresh had been investigated and dismissed by state authorities? - ... ..

M Did the FBI find illegal weapons at the Davidian compound, and, if- .

so, why were they not presented during the Davidians’ trial? Miss Reno -,
has said 48 machine guns were found at the compound, but 16 have =~ 3
vanished and the others were not introduced as evidence or givento -

the defense to examine.

B What role did President Clinton play in the decision to allow the FBI
raid to proceed? The White House has said the president was briefed -
but that the decision to go ahead was Miss Reno's. Others have :
suggested Mr. Clinton played a much more active role and was briefed
by Associate Attorney General Webster L. Hubbell, a longtime friend.

M Did the FBI dismiss Koresh's religious beliefs as “Bible babble” and
order the raid despite being told he was "within a few days” of - ‘-
surrendering? James D, Tabor, associate professor of religious studies
at the University of Nr.rth Carolina, said the raid came after FBI officials '
were told by their own negotiators that continued pressure tactics would
be counterproductive. B i .

Il Why has the White House refused to QWe the special House panel

many of the documents relating to its involvement in the raid?

e vameees s o

o]
The Washington Times
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YACO CHRONOLOGY

lay 1992: The Sheritf's Department of McLennan County, Texas,
1lorms the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms that United
‘arcel Service has reported delivering dummy grenades, explosive
owder and suspicious firearms to members of the Branch Davidian
sligious sect outside of Waco, ATF begins an investigation,
‘eb. 28, 1993: Four federal agents are killed and 16 injured in a
&-minute shootout as police and federal agents attempt to serve arrest
ind search warmants on David Koresh, leader-of a religious sect called
e Branch Davidians — a group of about 130 men, women and i
shildren said to have stockpiled illegal weapons and explosives. Koresh
wromises to release two children every time radio stations play his
eligious messages. Four children leave the compound. :
Narch 1: Authorities negotiate but bring in a convoy of Bradley fighting |
«ehicles, armored personnel carriers, helicopters and heavily amed ~ .:
sficers to the road to the compound. Six more children are released.
March 2: In a 58-minute taped message broadcast on several radio
ind TV stations, Koresh says: “l, David Koresh, agree upon the
:foadcasting of this tape to come out peacetulIY with all the people
mmediately.” A total of 18 children and two adults have been released.
March 4: Two more children are released, for a total of 20 children and
wo adults released. Eighteen children, 47 women and 43 men remain
nthe compound. - L
March 7: Koresh refuses a compromise that would have ended the
stalemate. ; ’
March 16: Koresh's top lieutenants — Steve Schneider and Wayne
Martin — meet with government negotiators for the first time.
March 19: Koresh asks for “a little more time.” L.
March 20: The FBI says negotiations have improved, and the standoft
will end soon. )
March 28: The FBI says it fears sect members have signed suicide
pacts. = ' -
March 31: The FBI shuts down all negotiations with the Branch
Davidian sect. .
April 4: Koresh says he will end the standoff after Passover.
April 9: Koresh says they have no plans to come out after Passover.
(An aide says six sect members were killed in the raid. ’
April 142 Koresh promises o surrenaer after decoding the seven seals
{for the Bible's Book of Revelation.
April 19: FBI agents in an amored vehicle smash the compound's
Yuildings and pump in tear gas. The Justice Department says cult
members set fires, causing the compound to bum to the ground.

April 20: President Clinton calls for an investigation into the federal

..with shots from inside
.one was injured.. .., . v .
. About 11:30 a.m, — Armored vehicles continue battering cult

raid on the Branch Davidian compound.

April 28: Attomey General Janet Reno testifies at a House Judiciary |
hearing, defending her role in the Waco affair. - !
Sept. 28: Stephen Higgins resigns as ATF director. !

$ept. 30: Treasury Secretary Lloyd Bentsen announces the results of *
a five-month Treasury Department probe into the raid. It sars the raid
was doomed from the start because of the failure of key field
supervisors. . )

Oct. 8: The Justice Department issues a report defending the FBI

hat dling of the siege at Mount Carmel and blaming the fatal fire on the
Davidians themselves. : )
July 19, 1995: Two House subcommittees begin investigatory-
hearings into Wag:o incident,

mma—

COUNTDOWN . -

The federal Bureau of Alcohol, T
, Tobacco and Firearms and
:‘n April 19,,1993, ended the §1-day standoff with David Kotrzglfgr‘u
'embers of his Branch Davidian cult. What follows Is a chronolog'
of the final hours of the standoff at the Branch Davidian compounc
outside Waco, Texas. Times are CDT, local time In Waco. -

Sunday, April 18: - .

‘f/'\nomey General Janet Reno has a 15-rﬁinute telephone i
"Wwith President Clinton, giving him a detailed presemgtion o??r?g %rl:?w"f%:
.nding the standoff. She also tells the president that negotiators had
,-given up hope of end;p_a"thq siege by talking. . . : '
The president Slgns'oft'on.the plan, and N?iss'- Reno gives the FBI the

go-ahead.
Monday, April 19: . . . .

About 5:50 a.m. — Federal agents call the com, ;
:members to give up or they will be gassed, A pers%%ui?mgiggdulrgfom cul
c%rgggltxgdoraeponedly Rnangs up. . : ’
. :04 a.m. —. An armored vehicle smashes through a front wall
of the compound. just left of the front door, leaving a hole gabout 8 feetal

,.high and 10 feet wide.

030 a.m. — Miss Reno goes to FBI headquarters to monitor events in

) til}?o%’:l.e -r:;ﬁuipo.ri'ﬁgts cgjl lii'lgcrest. za;w;: Medical Center in Waco
out 8 a.m: —'An armored véhicle with a large battering arm ri

Into the second floor of compound, and minutesglater anothger holgeg
%?‘Ztrlaeg into thg back of ?he_, compound. Armored vehicles then

About 9:20 a.m. — An amored vehicle retums to the co '
bashes another hole in the front wall, taking out the front énoggund and
;Ab.out 10'a.m. — A chemical irritant Is sprayed into the compound.
- 10:30 a.m. — FBI agent Bob Ricks says the ramming of building and
use of the irritant was intended as the *next logical step” to end the
standoff. Mr. Ricks says the agents in the armored vehicles were met
the Pompound but did not retum fire and says no

‘buildings. : .

. 12:15 p.m. — Flames and smoke pour fro i

seen on the roof. Strong winds fan tgg fire. m compotfnd, Apersania
12:28 p.m. — A person with hands ralsed walks to an armored

‘vehicle and appears to surrender, A second person appears to come’

out of compound, dragging something — possib anothe -—
toward the armored vehicle. Fire has%est?:yed f'nyuch of ttrig mgound.
12:30 p.m. — Parts of the roof collapss, .
12:38 p.m. — Firetrucks arrive at the compound.
'm4 agéw.e-';siegfe'gfal.authoriﬁ?: say eight survived and presume a
Ife” among the remainin, -
Koresh is among those believed dead. 9 cult.members. (_Zult léaQer

The Washington
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Whltewater Waco hear mgs to get TV coverage

By Joyce Price 2

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

gavel :clevised coverage of the

Senate Whitewater hearings,’

which get under way tomorrow,
will find it on public television. ;

Viewers in the Washington area :.

‘will be able to watch the heanngs
on WETA, Channel 26.
WETA announced it will also be

of the House Waco oversight hear-
ings, starting Wednesday. The sta‘

tion will provide full-day coverage -

of the Waco hearings when there
are no Whitewater hearings.

The Whitewater hearings aré
1 slated to run. Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays from'

9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. The Waco hear-
ings will last eight days, beginning

Wednesday, from 9 a.m. to S p.m.
WETA will provide live cover-

- ‘ - age of the Whitewater hearingson -
Those looking for live gavel-to-

the days they occur. It will then

show taped highlights of the morn- .

ing’s Waco hearings before start-

ing live coverage of the afternoon .
- proceedings.

C-SPAN, the network that pro-
; vides viewers with live and com-
plete coverage of House and Sen- -
- ate sessions, will not offer much in
providing live afternoon coverage.

the way of live coverage of the
Whitewater hearings.

“We’'ll run the hearmgs live until

the House comes in. .. everything

. dependson when the House comes -
in, since we're committed to cover- . -
ing the House,” said C-SPAN
~ spokeswoman Monique Llanos.

That means there will be no live

. coverage of the hearings tomor-

row, C-SPAN spokesman David

. Roscow said, . since House pro-

ceedings begin at 9 a.m. — half an
hoiir before the Whitewater hear-
mgs

- However, C-SPAN will tape the
hearings, to be aired in full when
the House adjourns, Ms. Llagos
said.

Since adjournment time is a big
unknown. Ms. Llanos acknowl-
edged viewers could be forced to
stay up till the wee hours of the
moyrning to watch the hearings on
C-SPAN. Last week some House
Sessxons dxdn't break until mid-

‘night._

On Wednesday and Thursday,
the House does not meet until 10
a.m., which would allow C-SPAN to

provxde live coverage of the first
30 minutes of the Whitewater -
hearings. .

CNN “won't be covering the
hearings live,” said network
spokeswoman Paige Prill. Never-
theless, she said, “We definitely
will be cutting into” regular pro-
gramming for big developments in
the hearings. “We'll also be provid-
ing news updates during the news
hour,” she said.

As for the other networks, NBC
spokeswoman Heidi Pokomy said
NBC will “not be going live™ with
the hearings. “We'll be covering

them as a news item” on the eve- |

ning news, she said.

CBS, ABC, and Fox also will fol-
low that path, officials said.

. “There will be no live coverage or

regularly-scheduled cut-ins,’ said
ABC spokeswoman Terry Everett.
“However, as news warrants, we
will break in” with updates.
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The House, led by Republicans,
ikes a closer look this week at the
eadly raid on the Branch David-
n compound near Waco, Texas.

A Sl-day standoff ended in
eath by fire for 80 members of
te cult, including 22 children.

Hearings begin Wednesday be-
yre joint subcommittees of the
udiciary and Government Re-
irm and Oversight committees —
mid charges by critics that
gents of the Bureau of Alcohol,
obacco and Firearms (ATF) be-
an an unprovoked assault on the
smpound, and that the FBI used
nnecessary lethal force.

“This will be an exhaustive ex-

Renois called

to explain use -
of CS tear gas

amination of the Waco tragedy so
that at the conclusiori of the hear-

ings, the American public will feel -
.they have all the answers” says

Rep. Bill McCollum, Flonda Re-
publican, chairman of the Judi-
ciary crime subcommittee.

Says Rep. Bill Zeliff, New’

Hampshire Republican, chaxrman
of the Government Reform and
Oversight national security sub-
committee: “We will come to these

hearings with an open mind, yet -

we intend to be tough, credible and

fair”

The hearings, which will be
broadcast nationally, will focus on
anarray of high-profile wltnesses.
including:

¢ Attorney General Janet Reno,
who approved an FBI plarn to use
tanks and tear gas inan unsuccess-
ful attempt to end the slege.

e Former. Associate Attorney
General Webster L. Hubbell, who
was sentenced last month to 21
months in federal prison on un-
related cliargess as part of the
Whitewater probe, and who was
assigned to oversee the govern-
ment strategy from the White
House. -

o Former White House Counsel
Bernard W. Nussbaum, who was

see WACO, page All

Vaco slaiiter co under scrutiny of House

wheo
/ S22
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. - \ " Muss Reno has said
. l WACO ‘ that she would not

From page Al

briefed on the standoff and met
with President Clinton concerning

it. .

o Stephen Higgins, former ATF
director, who was forced to resign
after the ATF raid, and John
Magaw, his successor.

e Ronald K. Noble, Treasury un-
- dersecretary who oversees ATF
and was responsible for much of
the government'’s review of the
ATF raid,

The hearings come at a time
when public-opinion polls show
that approval of government'’s ac-
tion at Waco is down, plummeting
from 80 percent just afterthe final
FBI assault on April 19, 1993, to
barely 40 percent now.

Agents investigating the April
19 bombing of the Alfred P Mur-
rah Federal Building in Oklahoma
City say the blast was retaliation
for the FBI raid at Waco two years
to the day earlier. The suggested
linkage has prompted a furious
campaign for Waco hearings by
critics who say the two events in-
dicate growing fear and loathing
of federal law-enforcement.

Undisputed is the role the Okla.
homa City bombing played in the
timing of the hearings. In January,

Mr. Zeliff and Mr. McCollum sep- |

arately proposed to House leaders
that Waco hearings be held some-
time in the future, but the bomb-
ing “sped up the process,” senior
Republican sources say.
Still, senior Republican mem-
. bers are ‘“moving mountains” to
ensure that the Waco hearings not
be taken as rationalization of the
Oklahoma City bombing, or ap-
pear as pandering to radical mili-
tia members. Senior Republican
leaders say that a cool examina-
tion of the facts will nevertheless
expose Waco as a debacle to the
satisfaction of nearly everyone. .
The government’s presence at
the Branch Davidian compound
began Feb. 28, 1993, when ATF
agents sought a “dynamic entry”
— the term for breaking down the
doors or walls — to serve an arrest
warrant on cult leader David
Koresh for weapons violations. In-
stead, a gunfight erupted and four
ﬂ-guenéf and six Davidians were
ille ' :

. .—'l'.l{é FBI was called in and over

the next S1 days attempted to nego-
tiate a peaceful surrender. Al-
though some Davidians, including
several children, did leave the
compound, most chose to stay.

On April 19, 1993, the FBI
pumped tear gas into the com-
pound and began knocking down
some of the buildings. The com-
pound erupted into flames.

Miss Reno says the fire was
started by the Davidians, and re-
cently released tapes of conversa-
tions-inside the compound which
she: says appear to corroborate
that charge. Miss Reno has said,
however, that she would not have
agreed to the plan if she had
known it would lead to so many
deaths,

|

|

Separate investigations by the :

Justice and Treasury departments
found that the FBI's actions during
the standoff and resulting raid
were flawless, while the ATF raid
was badly mishandled and should
have been called off when supervi- .
sors learned the element. of sur-
prise had been lost.

A 348-page report, wﬁﬁen Sy .

Justice Department and” FBI ex-
ecutives, concluded that the intro-
duction of tear gas, of a sort forbid-

den in warfare, into the compound -

was justified and that the fire was
deliberately set by Davidians.

An accompanying report by for-
mer Justice official Edward S.G:
Denis Jr., who was asked to evalu-
ate the federal government’s han-
dling of the Branch RDavidian

standoff, said the FBI exhibited

“extraordinary restraint and han-
dled the crisis with great profes-
sionalism.” .
Later, a Treasury Department
report said the ATF raid was
doomed from the start because of

have agreed to the
plan if she had
known it would lead
to so many deaths.

and five ATF officials, including
threg.'top executives in Washing-
ton, ‘were removed from their
posts. Two later were reinstated.
/Sixty-one of the ATF's 76 agents
involved in the raid — aware they
‘were outgunned — — knew the
Davxdlans. had been alerted they
were coming but followed the or-
ders of field supervisors Charles
D. Sarabyn, who ran the Branch
Davidian probe, and Phillip J.
Chojancki, who headed the Hous-
ton ATF office. .

Agents Sarabyn and Chojancki
have been called to testify before
the joint subcommittee.

A key issue will be the impact of
the use of CS tear gas on the
Davidians, mainly the children,

and what justifications were given "

to Miss Reno and by whom that it
would be safe. Some chemical ex-
perts have said the gas would have
created “a final hell” for the chil-
dren and they would not have been
able to escape the flames. °

" During recent hearings before
the Senate Judiciary Committee,
Miss Reno said she asked specifi-

cally before the FBI raid what the

impact of the CS gas would be on

the-children and was told by¥il

a civilian scientist

with the Army, there would be no
permanent effect. .

“Prior to its use . .. ] said, ‘What

"-about the children? What about el-

derly people? What effect could it
have? Could it have a permanent
effect on:anyone?’ The FBI made

the failure of key field supervisors arranpements for me to meet with
W. .. and he con-
_ cluded that it would not have a per-

manent effect.” She said inquiries
with other experts are continuing.

Asked by Sen. Arlen Specter,
Pennsylvania Republican, if she
would use CS gas again, she re-

- plied: “No, sir. What I would do

would beé to see what the latest in-
formation is, look at it all over
again, and make the best judgment
th.t I could based on the inquiries.
that we have made.”
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Hearings should fook Into the fahrleatlon of drug

-charges to get miiitary’s help and whether ATF agents

fired on Mount Carmel fmm the alr, says author. -

|n;,sh’now7 Be- -
cause even two - |3
after the

lab at Mount - ATF's list of 11, published in the Con-
followers  gressional Record. But Koresh, upon
leadership in 1988, ex-
emment. edthepalrbecausehempeaed
Members of the committee should  them of operating a drug lab on the
put these very questions to the Clin- pmnhamdmem\tnevthq

X were long gone because Mare
Breault, cult mem- -

informant on the .

drug issue, had told the agency so. ..

- berand sul

OPINION

a former Koresh

while attempting to smuggle 10
pounds of cocaline into the country.

LA police and Customs euthorities .
say they’'ve never heard of her. And .

she Is an unlikely suspect Lawson
would havebeennyea:sold at the

USA JOVAY * UEDUAY, JULT 10, tuwe s aes

Us

=4

copters, with pilots. When the raid  and sworn testimony
turned to a siege, the Army supplied SanAmmlonnNerMnlofmm!
s.the FBI with tanks, refuellng

. ing3celling

ummmxmmmma-
dant Steven Schneider, cast doubt on
the ATF's claim that no one fired
from the helicopters. They say they
examined bullet holes in the bui?<.
Debris around the hoiw
coavinced them that bullets had en-

wnungmnesurynndcoam,snymnl
hellcopters strafed Mount Car-
md first and that its vinyl water

passed since the
eventsat Mount Carmel, yet the pub-
lic has not been fully informed. The
Justification for the use of the mill-

and whether or not shots were

quiries, if in no other way ~ all that
it can. Only full dhdosure will put

Di&keavls.whohsdwdﬂedb
tmNimmFeﬂothourmlmn.a

former senior editor at Texas Month-
ty and former reporter for the Dallas
Observer,

Smoking is deadlier
than violenceon TV.
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- Questions Smo

By Richard Leiby '
Waskington Post Stalf Writer

n the FBI situation room on April 19, 1993, the

nation's top federal law enforcement officials

watched their television sets in horror as flames
tore through Mount Carmel Center near Waco, Tex.
A high-ranking agent summarized the FBI's reaction-
this way: “Oh my God, they're killing themselves!”

When it comes to the siege of Waco, federal
officials have long held that they did the best they
could under difficult circumstances, but that the

, tragic result—more than 80 Branch Davidians died
in the conflagration—was inevitable, .

“Probably the most important observation that can
be made about the Waco standoff is that after all is said
and done, after all the analysis, investigations, hearings
and so forth, nothing would have changed the outcome
because those inside had no intention of leaving,” the
Justice Department’s final report states,

But volumes of new evidence—including the
accounts of witnesses in the 8,000-page court record
established during the trial of 11 survivors, three new
books, and more than 14,000 pages of documents
released under the Freedom of Information
Act—suggest that there remain many unanswered
questions about the government’s conduct during one

" - of the largest, longest and deadliest law enforcement
operations in the nation’s history.
See WACO, A6,Col 1

i

" Day 51. Bureau of

Alkeshol, Tobacco
and Firearms and
Texas flags flew
over the rubble of
the Branch
Davidlan
compound near
Waco, Tex,

Treasu
ondu
More Found to H;

By John Mintz
. Washington Post Staff Writer

Treasury Secretary Re
Rubin yesterday announced
internal investigation of law
ment participation in th

“Good OI' Boys Roundiips™

Tennessee, and officials :
edged that the Bureau of
Tobacco and Firearms was
only federal agency whose p
attended the gatherings.
Officials said they also w
amine participation at the )
boree by a limited number
toms Service, Internal F
Service and Secret Service
harshly warning that federal
hibits employees from eng
discriminatory conduct.

Videotapes of the event’

the mountain town of Ocoet
have touched off national cc
sy. They show vendors
T-shirts depicting the Rev
Luther King Jr. in gun-sig
hairs, and others, with th
“Boyz on the Hood,” showit

Monumer

New Battl
City Divides Ov

By Peter Baker
Washungton Post Statf Water

RICHMOND. July 17"
ment seemed historic. The
commission of the former ¢
the Confederacy had just de
erect .the first statue of an
American on Monument .
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WACO, From Al

The siege has becomne a symbol of government abuse
for a wide range of citizens—from clergy members and
civil libertarians to gun owners—and a rallying cry for
far-nght paranulitary groups, including the men who ab-
legedly were responsible for the Oklahoma City bomb~
ing. Administration officials contend the congressional
hearings beginning Wednesday, chaired by two Repub-
licans, are politicall ivated and could und
federal law enforcement.

But beyond the potitics of Waco, these fundamemal
questions remain; Did federal officials pursue the safest
course i dealing with this well-armed group of Bible
believers? Did they fully meet their obligation to avert
Dand Kdresh's long-prophesied fiery ending?

Among the disputed issues the hearings sall confroat:
@ U.S. mulitary forces may have been improperly in
volved in planning the initial Feb. 28, 1993, raid on
Koresh's compound. To cbtain mulitary assistance,
whe Bureau of Alcohol. Tubacco ang F
serzied Mouat Carmel as ]

its, but never tumed to religious experts for advice on
group’s scriptural views, apacalyptic or otherwise,

In Lte 1992, ATF officials turned to military com»
manders for help with surveillance of what they de-
scnibed 3 3 “cuffsurvivaist group” They said & six-
El::th investigauon had turned up serious weapons vio-

ns.

“What about drugs? an officer scrawled on a Dec. 14
request subnutted by the ATF. The question had to be
asked because of complex Defense Department regula-

nexus” meant that the metary would be required to he
for free. “ o

“AL this vesidence. the indivitual I8 suspected of un+
Liwfully being in the possession of firearms and possibly
narcotics,” states a Dec. 18 followp letter from the
ATF’s Austin office, signed by the agent i charge.

By Jan. 6, the Texas Nauona) Guard was enlisted in
the nperation, sending radar planes over Mount Carmel,
sanning for Keat sources— “hat spitsethat mught
NI A B ISRt T 2 7 tewi” Lih, The imirae

oot

L T e I s e

. g e

scaled back, but the documents show that it still included
Green Berets helping to build a mock-up of the site to be
raided, installing windows to be smashed during a “dy-
namic entry.” offering tactical advice on “di ing®

00D

Béfore the fire: During the April 1993 federal assault on the Bronch Davidian compound, a specially rigged Army vehicle prepares to punch holes in g building and to pump tear gas inside.

In the Ruins of a Filed Federal Raid, Questions Smolder

original artack [on Mount Carmel}. She thought it w:
unnecessary.”

The Prophet

from vehicles and giving classes in communications and
field medical drills. At some point, Green Berets also
posed as “suspects,” according to coe soldier’s handunt-
ten statement,

Lindley and other military officials are expected to
testify on whether such activities constitute a “rehearsal®
and whether mulitary equipment and personne] were en-
pﬁ in an “active” mode at Waco, congressional sourcs

e
Ronald K. Noble, assistant secretary of the Treasury
for enforcement, said the mulitary role was entirely ap-
propruate, “The kind of support that the ATF received
from the military in this case was the kind of support
vou'd want them to recerve.” he said. “Lives were saved
because of the assistance they got from the mulitary.”
But eritics contend the military approach helped fo
ment the confrontation. “The Davduns, nther than Ko-
resh. were nnt even ciarged with a cnme.” -Nia s P4l

e g te BeLe e se, wtene . @
'

David Koresh: “Zachaniah said he saw a candle.
lamp with seven lamps, And there's two witnesses ¢
the olive tree, ight” .

FBlagent: “Um-um.®

Koresh: “Now, we know that Christ is the light ¢
the world according to the New Testament, And u
Rnow in the mount of transfiguration the kingdom ¢
God deals with Christ standing on the mount, Mose’
aud.Eliiah standing by him, and they all three ar
one.

Agent: “Um-hum.®

Koresh: “Thev've got one work to do. end that's &
save souls with the word of God.” .

Agent: “Um-hurs.”

It went an like this for hours, davs, weeks, The f!
ures of the FBI and the Brancn Davidians 33 commant
T LRI LT SR R R L e R e

Z 0014199



-

.
Y —

questions remain: [5vd fedetal GACIAN paress Uhe salesd
mmdulmgmmlm«ummdmw
believers? Did they fully meet their ohbg:uon to avert
David Koresh's Ioux-grophtswd fiery ending?

Among the disputed issues the bearings mll confront:
. U.S. military forces may have been improperly in-
~éived in planning (he initial Feb. 28, 1993, raid on
Koresh's compound, To obtain mulitary assistance,
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms de-
scribed Mount Carmel as the site of an “active methe
amphetamine lab." a charge supported by no substan-
tive evideace, Army Special Forces briefing papers
indicate the ATF fully expected tmhzn casualties®
in taking down" the alleged drug
@ The FBI commanders dealt mith Koresh 232 "psy-
chotic criunal” spewing “Bible babble.” and used mil-
itary-style intimidation tactics. This approach contra-
vened the advice of some of the bureau’s behavioral

who warned that pressuring and belimtling

Koresh could lead to mass suicide. The FBI aiso
spurned offers of mediation assistance from various
theologians and refused the Branch Davidians’ pleas
1o tatk with religious schalars.
& Despite Attorney General Janet Reno’s expressed
‘soncern for protecting children—more than 20 were
gside Mount Carmel-~—=400 rounds ."{ cmlrovemal

(urfree.

At this resid individ ‘is d of un-
bmgmthevnsmmdﬁtmmwmw
narcotics,” states 3 Dec. 18 followup letter from the
ATF's Austin office, signed by the agent in charge,

By Jan. 6, the Texas National Guard was enlisted in

Am:hemmﬁATFwwd!dmeN-
my's Special Forces Command, saying 85 agents re-
training for & confrontation with armed extrem-
ists euspected of sunning a speed-making bb near the
Mexican border.

An action “scenaria,” drawn up by Special Forces offi-
cers, outlined the plan, It aas described as coming from

'DLEA.‘mhrymI«‘Dlwh'&\{omu
Aaen« “DLEA wams to ‘take down' hb." it states,
“DLEA recognizes that casualties are probable. Casual-
bes will be DLEA, bad guys and civilians.”

Military memos, some of which were obtained by the

5

S tear gas were fired into the
nthe ing of the final showdown, The
arer of the gas warned it should never be used in en-
sdosed areas because of its potentially harmful health
sffects. Officials now concede that Reno was not pro-
nided with background material linking CS to deaths
o Palestinians and South Koreans, nor given the only

n

wailable medical study on CS’s deletencus effecton .

o infant.
ATF. FB! and Justice Department leaders will be
alled 10 defend their decision-maling: Branch Davidians
hei A

wus hearings, also will testify. Federal officials no doubt
4l invoke the voluminous reports prepared by the
“reasury and Insuce departments as evidence of gove
mment soul and h leaning. But two
ears Later, many issues surrounding Waco fall into the
ame unsatisfying category: disputed.

ltis suﬂmlclearwmﬁndthe first shot during the
TF's original raid on Feb. 28, 1993, when four agents
ad five sect members were killed. nor exactly how the
e that consumed the compound April 19 got started,
dling more than 80 Branch Davidiana. As in other con-

siracy-plagued historical events, evidence is missing
+ has been destroyed.

No major material facts are being hidden by the gov-
nment, insisted Richard Scruggs. the Justice Depart-
ent’s point man on Waco. “Uf there 13 a dirty little se~
t, [ don’t know what it is,” he said,

ke Training

ATF agents first became interested in David Koresh
May 1992, A suspicious UPS man told the local sherif
out making several deliveries of weapons, black powe
¢ and empty grenade casings to the compound. The
eriff contacted federal suthorities, and by tracnig pur-
ase records, an ATF agent developed 2 case alleqng
3t Koresh—2 self-proclaimed holy man previously
own 3s Vernbn Howel—=was converting legal semuaus
matic rifles into a stockpile of illegal lunv automatic
1pons and ing to make bve g

The ATF d d

some sect
d detractors about Roresh’s shooting and sexual hab

ft Natiomal Security News Service under’ the
Freedom of Information Act, show the ATF sought the
Green Berets’ assistance in the form o seven Bradiey
Fighting Vehicles, “ctose quarter battle” training and re-
. medical evacuation and overall planning. [t also
mghxyhmg'l’exu National Guard helicopters, to cre-

on drugs® was expanded by Congress in the kate 1980s,
and the ATF's request moved up the lines routinely untd
it reached Maj. Philip Lindley, an Army awyer. He im-
mediately raised red flags. Lindley's five-page memo,
dated Feb. 3..53ys the ATF's plan violated federal law
mdttposedlheAmylo “criminal as well as civil liabili-
ty” HeaskedthamneSpmlFurmuamngmbe
modified to eli “active’ g “re-

hwsa!ofmeukedwn.
The treeday training session at Fort Hood was

propriate. “The kind of support that the ATF received
mﬂtm!:uqnthnsewlhehddmmn
you'd want them to receive.” he said, “Lives were saved
because of the assistance they got from the military.”

But critics contend the military approach helped fo-
ment the confrontation. “The Davidians. other than Ko~
resh, were not even charged with a crime,” said Joe Phil-
hpsadefmsc attorney representing uvenl estates and
family of dead sect “The risk of
death or serious bodily harm to innocent persons from
this assault was very high.”

There was never any credible evidence that the
Branch Davi of them former Seventh Day
Adventists who observed dietary and physical fitness
regimens—were involved with drugs. The ATF's search
warmant made no mention of drugs. The undercover
ATF agent who was sent into Mount Carmel eight times
found no drug evidence,

The drug connection theory rested with the fact that
George Roden, the sect’s previous leader, had allowed
speed dealers (0 operate oo the property five years earli-
er, before Koresh took over the site. Koresh ejected the
dopers and calied the local sheriff (o ask that the drug
fab’s remnants be carted away.

AFI"ullegzumM unmthzmubeumm

God deili Wik Chriit standing o the mount, Moses

.and ﬂuah standing by him, and they oll three are

one.”

Agent: “Umbum.*

Koresh: “They'oe gol one work to da, and that'’s to
Save souls with the nmddcad.'

Agent: “Um-bhum.*

xnmmukumlormmmmm
ures of the FBI and the Branch Davidians to commurns-
cate are manifestly evident in thousands of pages of tran=
cripts released by the Justice Department last week.

Critics who have studied the papers contend that the
FBI. which took over the siege after the initial ATF raid,
pushed Koresh into a comer, knowing full weil he had
Wnﬁ;l”l;ﬂmn'efwﬁmymnm

any negotiations—shared
ues—wasn't present,” undau?mkuvu.vhouthem-
wwmmlﬁhﬂtohmrz:m:ompimm
scripts. transcripts’ {requent references to
death by fire, Reavis concludes that the FBI did not ex-
ercise “due diligence” in preparing for and preventing a
catastrophe.

Throughout the tapes there are references to sui-
¢ide~and to the Davidians' frustrations about not have
ing their beliefs understood. In mud-March, the local
sheriff, whom Koresh liked. was brought in to help make

was fabricated from the shreds of 8 mi d and
bygone incident,” veteran Texas journalist Dick J. Reavis
wrote in his book, “The Ashes of Waco: An Invesuga-
ton.*

To gain military assistance for drug sweeps. howevet.
all a police agency need do is concoct a theory. No proses
cutor or judge has to rule gn probable cause. “There is
mlumdsundarﬂbywlﬁlwnﬁﬁuﬂdeﬁmodmg
nexus.” says the Treasury report.

Aides say then-Gov. AmMrd!(D)nsMuhen
she discovered, the day of the botched ATF raid. that
the Texas Nationa! Guard tad lent surveillance aircraft

- 10 federal authorities based on the shaky drug alega
tions. Richards will not comment because of pending lti~
gation against her, bit former spokesman Bill Cryer

said, “She was surprised, and she was furious about the

Controntations: A
Jederal agent, left, falls
amid gunfire in the
February 1993 raid. At
right, Ruth Riddle, a
survivor of the FBI's
Apnil raid, is wheeled
Jfrom the federal
courthouse.

'lk:m:)wdmlmnoun(mhgb-. Koresh told
him. “But that's all ] am about is religion.” He also
wamed: “We are not afraid of the government. Like |
say, if we have to die for what we stand for, we will,
We're not going to commit swcide.”

In retrospect, it is clear that Koresh did not have
much to gain by surrender. He could end up in prison for
murdering four federal agents. He would no longer have
access to his many wives. He would be proved a phony
prophet. He had much to gan by deathc He would vali-
date his Christ complex. Dead at 33, 3 former carpenter
hungmﬂ\embymevdmmheamm

Smral teligion experts s3y the governmend failed to
Sea WACO,A7,Col 3

b S ST e ST
B e & b A

Z 0014200



The Tasuivcros Post

oo® TUESDAY. JuLY 18. 199

Tough Approach Could Backfire,

FBI’s Behavioral Experts Warned

WACO, From A6

pursue what was probably the only viable strategy—en-
gaging Koresh at his own level To do this, the govern-
ment would have needed a third-party negotiator, an ex-
pert in the prophetic, “end time” passages that
Imew by heart,

A high school dropout, Koresh possessed a savant-lke
ability, from an early age, to memorize the Bible. Seek-
enmemﬁmnnmndﬂEwM-&ﬂmh-
maicans, Hawaiians, Canadians—because he was the
one Tran who could bring it all together, from Genesis to
Revelation, “There isn't another preacher on this Earth
‘who could make the Bible Jive like Dmd did.” says Edna
Doyle. 80, a former Seventh Day Adventist who joined
the Davidian sect in 1964.

The FB! consulted various theologians early in the
siege, mainly becaise its agents were befuddled by Ko-
resh's continual invocation of the “Seven Seals® of the
biblical Book of Revelation. But no outside expert was
mnadueamkmmem:dﬂmmmrhmw

on

Early on, the FBI decreed that any contact with theo-
lognns would only feed Koresh's ego. “We would have
had to bring in hundreds.” Jetf Jamar, the chief agent on
the soene, told a House hearing on April 28, 1993. “How
doyoumnvmmmemeymmmehimmm

iton.”

The FBI's secular psychok
Koresh's wm.mgs—luzdy quoting the Bible—to be lu-
fatic and parancid ravings. Some officials now contend
that Koresh's references to "earthquakes® and a “droken
dam" indicated that hewuphnnmgtobbwuppansol
Waca, Such references abound, however, in Anmgcd-
don-oriented writings by
preachers. Christ himself warned omisously of coming
earthyuakes in Matthew 24 7.

“David wanted respect,” said James Tabor, co-author
of the forthcoming book “Why Waco” Tabor, a prefessor
of religious studies at the Unjversity of North Carolina,
and Phillip Armold. head of the Reurvon Insuute. 3 Hous-
ton religion think tank, went through Koresh's lawyers
to get a tape to Koresh. “We took hnnsemuslyewugh
to bsten. We said. ‘We may not share your view. but it
has an internal consistency.’ It gave him self-worth.”

Initially, the FBI negotiators plaved to Koresh's need
for validation. praising his biblical knowledge. Through
March 21, 35 Davidians and their children left the com-
pound. After the FB! dropped this warm and fuzzy ap-

body—to this day the Justice Desnmm has never
publicly identdied who—remarked that imside the com-
“Koresh was beating tabies.”
Reno akso was told that Koresh had previously had sex
with minors, girls as young as 14. This was something
the prophet had never denied, but justified on various re-

grounds.
‘The new attomney general finally spproved the FBI
phnusAuiﬂ.htddmvudnﬂhdaummwu
tad demanded. A footnote in the Justice Depart-
mmsmnmta'&cmdaﬂyadnwdoxym
the rest of the materials a rsory review, and satisfied
herself that ‘the dacumestation was there.’ *

Reno was certain that the gassing would be 8 phased-
in operation, played out over two days, using specially
rigged Combat Engineering Vehicles (o spray the CS gas
rom booms, Zlonaay, Aprll 19, wwldm(be"D-Day.'
she said. But on that moming, the 48-bour plan lasted
soughly five minutes,

Shorty after 6 a.m., Branch Davidiams fired on the
tanks, kicking in an FB! “escalation” ctane that allowed
the tank commanders 10 start punching down walls, os-
tensibly 1o aid the escape of the “hostages,” and deploy-
ing the Bradley Fighting Vehicles—from which agents
fired (ootball-sized plastic gas rounds. called “ferrets,”
trom M-79 grenade launchers. They fired 400 rounds,
depleting the stock, and 48 more were rusbed ih from
Houstoa

Reno recently testified in the Senate that she was not
aware the United States was a signatory to the January
1993 Chemical Weapons Treaty banning wartime use of
CS, which causes intense eye and skin irritation, choking
and an acute sensation of suffocation. She said she knew
at the time that mullions of healthy military trainees had
been exposed to CS as part of routine “gas mask confi-
dence” tests. She was briefed orally and given one study
by the British goverament that said CS exposure had
amhbuwm.bmmmuhdmwmhn-

Shemmx\venalm"udulmmlmwnm
d\erasedmwmlwhodeveloped'wverechendczl
pneumonia® and was hospitalized for 28 days after being
exposed to the gas in a closed room for two hours.

Administration afficials point out that CS is regularly
used by law enlarccmenl agen:la. outhon. aganst a

I | and

THE FINAL DAY

he 51-day siege of David Koresh's Branch Davidian compound near Waco, Tex., ended on
Apnil 19, 1993, when FBI agents injected tear gas into the buildings. Four fires erupted and

more than 80 members of the sect died.

“This is not an assault,” the
FB! deptoys two modified o
Cambat Engineering Vehicles to Irm
CS tear gas into Mount Carme! Certes. .

6:04 am.: FBI sniper reports that shots are being
fired by Branch Davidians, prompting escalation of
plan to include use of four Bradley Fghting Vehicles
firing 400 rounds of tear gas.

$:45 st Davidians unfurl banner s2ying “We want

. our phone fixed. Alankhadmnwumelme It was

hever recof nedted. st Pt et
31:30-4S am: Rnghl rear of bunidmg_ h\eludml
By due to C walls,

'Dmd.ywmmwl.’ammmd ’ s
fame....Vemon [Howell, aka Kmshlismlungathe
Ilssun.l.uwhmnldlngm T A S

12:06 p.m.: Last tank rams building and fire detected
on second floor.

12:1S p.m2 Fire depar\menl ordered © rapcnd

B

12:34 pm.: First fire vehicles armive bt do not
remains of buitding until 12:41,

vilian
the Physicans for Hmnmglmmﬂmmme Mili-
muwnycsmuamumuw

proach in favor of psychological warfare and p
tactics. nobody else came out.

The byreau’s behavioral experts wamed in memos
wntten in early March that a tough appranch couid beck-
fire. One states: *{t would appear that we may wuntens
tionally make his prophecy come true, if we take whont he
perceives to be hostile or aggressive action , . . 3 mass
swicide by Koresh caanot be discounted.”

Tt me l.mml team Dr!'ﬁund taking owr the wy

i phcn,, jonged exp tohghdosageso(
not control agents an &l or disable personnel and
e setious ceaction.”

Mmunmren wamnings amplify those cautions: "Un-

f
or pmm!u designed for use in riots be used in con-
fined areas,” states Literature from Federal Laboratories,
the supplier of the FBI's CS rounds. "A hamrdous overs
Ase cogid e created by the peiease of , . . even one fuil-
St EalN A Ced rene,

HOW TEAR GAS WAS INJECTED
The tip of battering ram released tear
§as after breaking through structure.

Comlm !naneering Vehicle lc:vx

Based oz M-60 battte tank.

Weight: 58 tons.

Purpose: CEV ciears obstructions and can be
used for close-in bombarament of hostile strong
points.

Federal a'gents inside used M-79 grenade
taunchers to fire 40mm rounds of CS gas.

THESEVEN-WEEX SIECES X7 7,

Feb. 25-27: Green Berets at Fort Hood. Tex., assist
85 Bureau of Alconol, Tobacco and Frearms agents
in training fof raid.

Fed. 28 .

9:30-9:45 a.m.: ATF sgents arrive in helicopters
and cattle cars, hoping to seize weapons stored in
Mount-Carmet Center, Gun battie begwrs,

9:48 a.m.c Branch Davidian (awyer Wayne Martin
cails 911 ana says, “There are 75 men ground our.
ane 1y re $NOOHNG 2t US.... ¢l them tnere

R T R RN ¢ L

SRR i Sl o

March 22; FBI plays loud chants of Tibetan monks as
part of sleep-deprivation strategy. No further Davnunans
exit aftes these tactics begin,

Aprl 12: FBI brings tear gas plan==dirst considereo as.
an option on March 2210 Attarney Generat Janet
Reno. ,
April 14: Koresn says siege will enc when re comglete
manuscrpt on “Seven Sedis” Ct the DIdIKa
aposatyose.

K31l 16:13; F3 avemee -

N vem mw pe ae
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pmadnn of psychological warfare and pressure
lctics, nobody else came out.

The bureau’s behavioral experts wamed in memos
written in early March that a tough approach could back-
fire. One states: “It would appear that we may uninten-
tionally make his prophecy come true, if we take what he
percetves to be hostle or aggresaive acuon . . . 3 mass
suicide by Koresh cannot be discounted.”

But the tactical team prevailed, uhngoveuhznego-
tiators’ koudspeakers to play annoving music and homlic
sounds, such as the slaughtering of rabbits. Mormung-
shift FBI negotiators would arrive and realize that their
mmmmm»ymmmmmm
sion to wage “psy-ops.”

AmnzAnommenlS(u:nC«maBush:d-
minustration holdover, monitored the early days of the
siege, He allowed one major escalation tactic: moving
litary armored vehicles avo the area, Otherwise, he

St o manesin

e N yaedtases SOr §1umund SLarmns insmtmsons 4o wms. ows
tary field mamals say €S should not be inserted m-

doors—or near outdoors or near hospi-
uls—emh'ammm’&nm
d places, to high dosages of

not control agents can kil or disable personnel and
cause serious psychological reactions.”
Manufacturers’ wamings amplify thase cautions: “Un-
der o should {CS}) des, cartridges
or projectiles designed {or use in riots be used in con-
fined areas,” states literatwe from Federal Laboratories,
the supplier of the FBI's CS rounds. “A hazardous over-
mmumubymma...mmm
mdyuudenadaedm ‘

Salern had assared Reno that CS levels would never
seach the danger zone inside Aount Carmel, mainly be-
cause tanks would be creating exits for the people inside,
&msmmmmmemm:\nm
son report prepared for the Justice. Department main-
mmmMmmmemaw
ure mmmdmmthemmﬂ
d the CS before it could take effect.

wid he followed a strategy of non-p i felt
here sas no need to force a change in the status qua,”
Ferson said, “We were getting people out.”

Gerson left office on March 11. The (ollowing day,
{eld commander Jamar ordered the electricity tn Mount
sarmel cut off. Theee days later, FBI negotiators began
o characterize Koresh's endless preaching over the tele-
shone as 3 put-on, telling hum to deal with them on a sec-
dar level: they said they wouldn't tolerate any more “Bie
de babble.”

“It was not wise at al to do that, especially in a situae
fon that tense,” said Glenn Hilburn, chairman of Bavor
Iniversity's Department of Religion, and the expert
05t consulted by the FBL. “Tt was unprofessional.”

Prodded by an April 1 radio appeal by Tabor and Ar-
ed, Koresh prorrused that after Passover, he would be-
& work on a manuscript mmprelmg the Book of Reve-
tion's Seven Seals. A the Branch
wvidians observed a one-day Passover, agents irately
used him of further stalling for several days. In fact,
« the Davidians, who used lunar divination, Passover
dended for eight days—until April §4.

Afterward, Koresh assured negotiators that he was
giously writing and would furnish the results to his at-
smey. “'m coming out,” he said on April 16. 1 oever in-

nded to die in here.”

‘Whether he meant it or not is unknowable—Koresh
 reneged on earbier promises. But by April, the FBI

d lost all patience. [ts hostage rescue team was tired,
“Igy. eager to go home. There were 719 law enforce-
ent persoanel deployed on any ghven day at Waco.
- ‘empers were frayng,” says the Justice Department
port.

1e Gas

When FBI leaders first submitted the tear gas plan to
1et Reno on April 12, she was not an eager customer.
‘hy now?” she kept asking, and fretted about the po-
atial harm to pregnant women (there were two n

sunt Carmel) and ly children, She d
ion on the of istions and con~
ions within, the d. She sougl

mkﬂwxoneolomﬂ}hnymkm(haxmegasumld
: be harmful. In briefings over the next few days. the
lsday-(oday manager of the siege, Larry Potts, the

dage rescue team leaders and others pushed the plan,
ing negotidticns were & # hopeless mmpasse. Some-

Alan Stone. 3 Harvard Law School professor who was
asked by the Justice Department (o review the siege,
holds a medical degree and was trained as a resident in
pediatrics. He said he believes that the gas-exposed chil-
dren in Mount Carme] were vomuting uncontrollably and
sufiering frum the caset of chemical pneurnorua,

“The military is in denial about this reality,” he said in
an interview. “It may still be appropnate o use CS gas in
prison situations, but to use it with babies, | continue to
believe it was like holding a gun 10 the parents’ head and
33yg, # you dont take these children out, they'll die.”

In an interview fast week with The Washington Post,
Reno said: *1 don't leel ) was musled. . , . After over two
years of review, nolhmxb:savenumymdnuonum
the FBI has misled me.

mmmofMomlCanmluadUnunkundny-
ing ferret rounds created havoc. Stairways and hallways
were blocked, and rubble covered a trapdoor to an un-
derground tomado shelter that some hoped would be a
safe refuge. Many headed 10 a concrete room, where
U\evhuddledmdeu'ﬂbhtms

M the loyalists started fuel—
‘whether as a means of commining suicide or as a way of
stopping the tanks remains unciear. Others milled
around with gas masks, ttent on their regular chores,
Many prayed, consulting key dexts such as the Book of
Dmnt'lfnbem.mﬁodvhmu:umsahle(ode-
liver us from the bumning fiery furnace. , ., *

Seventeen people. including Koresh, either shot them-
selves or were shot by others in the compound.

A pudgy, 29-year-old Bible student named Ruth Rid-
dle was one of the last to escape alive, Shortly before
12:30 pam. she jumped out @ second-story window,
broke her ankle, saw a tank and hobbled away in fear. A
hostage rescue teah agent braved the flames to save
I;rn:.;l;emmmﬂmﬂavidhmmuynscud

In ber packet was a computer disk, » mmanuscript she
had typed in for Koresh the night before. It contained a
poem titled “Eden 1o Eden” and his exegesis on the first
of the Seven Seals.

- The Trial .

In a federal teial nearly a year later, the jury
found all 11 Branch Davdian defendants not guilty
of murder and conspiracy aceusations, and three of

[ rresevenwiensiece SR

Fob. 25-27: Green Berets at Fort Hood, Tex., assist
85 Bureau of Alcoho!, Tobacco and Firearms agents
in training for raid,

Feb. 28

9:30-9:4S an.2 ATF agents arive in helicopters
and cattle cars, hoping to seize weapons stored in
Mount Carmel Center. Gun battie begins. .

9:48 a2 Branch Davidian tawyer Wayne Martin
calls 911 and says, “There are 75 men around our
building and they're shooting at us....Tell them there
are women and children in here and o call it offi*

Casualties: Four agents killed, 20 wounded; five
sect members kilied, four wounded.

March 1-21t Thirty-five men, women and children
leave the compound,

SOURCES: Wmnunl‘nﬂm—m
‘Wasrngton Post Arsearch, Los Angeees Tomes.

March 22: £BI plays loud chants of Tibetan monks as

part of sleep-gepnvation strategy. No further Dawidiang,

exit after these tactics begin,

April 12: FBI brings tear gas plan—={irst considered as.

;n option on March 22-~to General Janet
eno,

April 14: Koresh says siege will end when he completes
manuscnpt on “Seven Seals” of the biblica
apocalypse.

April 16-18: FBI agents clear gwund aroung

g ang gng
Koresh’s Camaro,

Roril 19: FBI injects tear (as mto buildings. Bugging
devices pick up di
fuel. One Davigian is also neam saying, *We asked
that we could finish...the manuscnpt. it was workea
on all last pight,®

Compuied by ReNrd Lty

110NN MO 10, s Yo 1CV AT

-xannu o

Engulfed: The Branch Davidian compound near Wam Ta., burns out of control on Apnil
19, 1993, ofter the militasystyle tear gas assault by the FBI that ended a 51day siege.

them not guilty of all other charges. It found seven

Ao-yezr terms. But the forewoman of the jury,
Sarah Bain, said she believes others

guilty of *aiding and ab g voluntary
ter,” which the judge had described as “committed
when a human being is killed unlawfully in the sud-
den heat of passion caused by adequate provocas
tion.” Five of the seven were also found guilty of
carrying fi during the ission of 8 violent
crime and two others were convicted of other arms

violations.
U.S. District Judge Walter S. Sm:lh Jr in a cone
action, five of dants to

should have been in the dock: “Absolutely, govern-
ment officials should stand trial, not only for the e
juries and deaths of the ATF agents but also for the’
Branch Davidians killed on February 28."

Ruth Riddle, whose husband died inside Mount
Carmel, got five years. “I'd just like to say these ter~
nible things nced not have happened,” she told the
court. “I'd just like to say that [ feel it’s all been
based on a nusunderstand:ne.”

..
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v rupee e ssUnLI, @ 1§ VUG AEPULICAN, Deteves the truth will emerge
from what he calls 'exhauslive' hearings on the Waco disaster.

A New Hampshlre Innkeeper before he became a GOP congressman,
Bill Zeliff pores over papers as co-chalrman of the Waco hearings.

Waco prober talks of ‘impeachment’

" By Sean Piccoli .

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

“Impeachment” is a nasty word
in politics, but Rep. Bill Zeliff,
New Hampshire Republican,

doesn’t hesitate to use it in dis-.

cussing the congressional probe
he will gavel open Wednesday
morning.

Mr. Zeliff, 59, is one of two con-
gressmen presiding jointly over

Capitol Hill hearings into the first -

and last assaults on the Branch
Davidlan conipound outside Waco,
Texas, which left more than 80
people dead.

And whilehe says there 'snopre-
dicting what mxght come out of
such an inquiry, the innkeeper
from Jackson, N.H., talks in his
genial, gravelly New England dia-
lect about the possibility of high-
level reprimands, firings — “even
impeachment,’ he says, alluding to
President Clinton. “We don’t
know”

It all depends, as they say, on
what people knew and when they
knew it.

Mr. Zeliff and Rep. Bill McCol-
lum of Florida, two tough-on-
crime Republicans from opposite
ends of the country, are co-
chairing what could be the most
eagerly awaited and alternately
dreaded hearing since the 1987
Iran-Contra probe.

Viewers in the Washington area
will be able to watch the hearings
on WETA, Channel 26. WETA will
provide live coverage of the White-

water hearings on the days they.

occur. It will then show taped high-
lights of the morning's Waco hear-
ings before starting live coverage
of the afternoon proceedings.
‘The probe is expected to run
eight days and feature testimony
by US. Attorney General Janet

Reno, who has said she alone ap-

Military

(U 'l\l vuk vey

THE WASHINGTON TvES |

federal authorities during the

“'i‘hxs eek,” said U.S. militairy

advice to law enforcement

standoff, but under law were not
allowed to be part of the opera-
tion.

“We provided equipment, and

and commented on it,’
said. -
He said the military reviewed
and commented only on plans

Alcohol, ‘Tobacco and Firearms
agents, in which four agents
were killed. The military had no.
- input on the FBI-led assault that

- U.S. military officials advised ,

siege of the Branch ‘Davidians.
but were not involved in the de- (.

forces provided equipment and’ 3 tanks fitted with battering rams,

gave ATF suggestlons
during deadl a» Dav1d1an siege-..

. afew consultarits whd reviewed

cision to storm the compound
near Waco m;& ;
. ] said yes-" :
erday. ( :
C‘é

, speaking on ABCY * “available".

authorities during the 1993 :

‘we reviewed the plans they had .
- Several armored vehicles and

" siege.
for the first raid by Bureau of -

; begin tomorrow.

led to, the faml eonﬂagranon, he
381d . .

“We did not appiove of plans.
t's not our’ position, to ap:
said. “We had

their plans; gave them recom-
mendations how to best tige the -
equipment which . was.made‘

Federal agents tised speclal

. instead of cannon, ori their tur-
rets to break holes in the com-
* pound’s buildings. The vehicles
then were able to shoot CS anti- -
riot gas into the buildings in an
effort to drive out the occupants.

three National Guard helicop-
ters also were used during the

The military’s role at Waco is
expected to be the subject of
congressional hearings set to

—Bill Gertz

proved the Waco raid, without
White House clearance. - -

Told his colleague has men-
tioned impeachment — something
rarely discussed in Congress
since President Nixon resigned to
avoid it in 1974 — Mr. McCollum,
44, a lawyer and former Seminole- -,
County. Fla., GOP' chairman,
chooses to be circumspect.

“This is not our job,” he says.
“Qur job is to get it {information)
all out; let it all hang out.”

That done, Mr. McCollum says,
he expects this “exhaustive” in-

qunry will have consequences. He
points to the next round of budget
hearings, this fall, when the crime

- subcommiittee that he chairs takes

"House Judiciary su

up funding for federal law-en-
forcement agencies, including the
FBI and DEA, armed with infor:

out of it,” he says.:

Mr McCollum, chairman of the
mimnittee on
crime, and Mr. Zeliff! chairman of
the Goverment Reform and Over-

snght subcommittee on criminal
justice, both intended to probe
Waco before the Oklahoma City
bombing.

“Oklahoma sped it up,” says a

. congressional source familiar

| with the proceedings, “and [GOP
House] leadership came in and

' said, ‘OK; yoii can both do Waco.
Work ftout’ ® "~

The co-parenting arrangement
has produced some backstage
squabbles: Mr. McCollum and Mr.
Zeliff wrangled early over évery-
thing from gavel time to who signs
. the subpoenas, says the source.

But in separate interviews, the
. lawmakers say thelr differences
are settled and the inquiry is
* ready to roll.

Mr. Zeliff will open the hear-
ings; Mr. McCollum will close

~ them.

As Mr. Zeliff puts it, “How high
did this go?”

Few episodes in modern law en-
forcement have provoked as much
national anguish as the 1993 Waco
siege, which'started and ended in
bloodshed

In Febrdary. four ATF agents on
a team sent to arrest Branch

Davidian cult leader David

Koresh were shot dead attempting
to storm his headqua:turs. In
April, tanks dispatched by the FBI
*flooded the compund with a caus-
tic powder banned for military use
in a 1993 chemical weapons treaty
signed by the United States.

The compound burned down,
killing some 80 people, including
22 children. Miss Reno said it was
,the Davidians who set the fire, and

. Tnatioh’ t‘rbxd'hls'Waw probe’’ "'"‘" that she authorized the assault,
. ’.' ““Some reorganization [of law: °
" enforcement agencies) may come

fearing for the safety of the chil-
dren inside.

The congressmen want to see
how that story holds up through
eight days of testimony.
® Laurie Kellman contributed to
this report,

Z 0014231
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Teenager Tells
Waco Panel of

Koresh’s Lust

Divergent Views on Sect ~ -
 Featured as Hearings Open

By Sue Anne Pressley
Washingron Pose Seall Weker .o, .. o

House hearings opened yesterday into .,
Branch Davidian

the 1993 siege of the v

compound with conflicting portraits of
sect leader David Koresh. Witnesses des
picted him both as«-misunderstood
preacher who intended to sutrender to ags
thorities and as a maniacal child molester
who had46ng prepared for the fata!' cone

partisan debate amiong lawmakers over
the Nati?hneal' Rifle Asso?:tﬁ:;s moﬁ;
ment in preparation eight

airing of the events in which more than 80
Branch Davidiang and four federal

As her father sat at her side, 14-year-
old Kiri Jewell read from a statement de-
scribing in chilling detail the day she found '
herself alone with Koresh in a Waco, Tex.,
motel room, He kissed her and rubbed his
pﬁvatepa.rtsagaimtbers.shemgﬂed.,‘ _
saying she “had known this would happen ** *™
sometime, 50 { just lAid there and stared at

* the ceiling. I didn’t know how to kiss him
back,”

‘Y was all freaked out,” said Kiri, whoale  «.~
$0 recounted Koresh's graphic description

. do;e sex acts with other women and chil-

n
Later, Kirl, who had lived with her di-
vorced mother, Sherrd, at Koresh's com= °

poind nea.é Wat%o sh&::-.ﬁy ﬂlebﬁume. she
was 5 or 6 un ore
Feb?'zmggé Eid by federal -
agents, e group’s . B
for suicide. “It was also e
that the best way to shoot yourself &
necessary in this battle with Babylog
¢ was 16 put the gun into your mouth
back to the ‘soft spot above your
throat before pulling the trigger,”
recalied Kirj, whose mother died in
the April 19 fire that ended Koresh's
standoff with federal authorities.;
Koresh's character—and ths hae
ture of his hold over his band of fol
lowers—is crucial to understanding
what happened at Mount Carmel
Center 5 til;eagat; winter and early
spring.. . Reaching such ag -
undezitihding fs-the stated goal of
the, politicians who began hearing
testimony from an estimated 90
Sworn witnesses on the ‘actions not
only of the Branck Davidians, but of
agents of the federal Bureau of Alco~
goali’l‘obacco and Firearms and the

Z 0019278

, 0



84047522497 P.@2
page 2

JUL-20-1995 10:17 FROM ATF T

washingeoa Post 7/20/9% p. 2 of 3

- House Hearings on Sigge of Waco
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1n his opening statement, Rep. Bill
McCollum (R-Fa), chairman of the
House judiciary subcommittee on
crime, began by reading the names
of the four ATF agents who were
slain in the initial raid on the come
pound, Six Davidians were also killed
that day, and more than 80 ot!gem
died in the Aprd 19 conflagration.
Altogether, McCollum calied the
siege “the single most fatal episode
in the history of federal law enforce~

ent,”
m"l‘hed:sm.' rbing truth is that all of
these deaths were the direct result
of federal government action,” said
McCollum, who is keading the heare
ings along with Rep, Bill Zeliff (Re
N.H.), chairman of the Government
Reform and Oversight subeommit-

tee on national secusity, internation- -

al affairs and criminal justice, “This
tragi¢ incident has added to the dis-
trust of the federal government, and
specifically federal law enforcemsnt.
And we still don’t have the truth.
, Bu:.dtahe conflicting testimony at
t 's opening session su, -
04 that & ing the truth about
the Waco catastrophe may prove a
complex task. A variety of witness-
es~including an academician, a
ekt frredot:
survivor of the final Sre——offe: g
ten divergent accounts of what hap.
pened, while Branch Davidians
roamed the hearing' room during
breaks, wearing pink buttons that
said, “Waco, Never Again.

Critics of tlt;;gkt% took ;vefry q’z
ctunity, to the group for
?novoNement tn the hearings, a point
of controversy after it came to light
that an NRA consultant may have
misrepresented herself as a commite

" tee staffl member to a Texas social

worker who will testify later this

we
e Soim G
folly to farce,” said Re \
yers Jr. (D-Mich.). “Plain and simple,
hearing Is not for the American
people. It is by, for and about the
National Rifle Association,,
bearing s an attempt to cepeal the

assault weapons ban by tearing
g:vm the agencies that enforce the
o.”

But Cochairman Zeliff suggested
Democrats were among those trying
*to take these hearings off track.®
He declared, “I make no apology for
seeking the truth.” .

The hearings are designed to fol-
low the events of Feb. 28 to April
19, 1993, in chronologicat order.,
Thus, the first four days are devoted
to the planning and execution of the
{li-fated Feb, 28 raid on Koresh and
his group, and the actions of the
ATF~—which already had been
sharply criticized in a 1993 report

prepared hy its parent agency, the
Treasury Department. The final

. fon; daye will focus on the FBI,
wi'u_ch assumed control of the cop-
troversial negotiations with Koresh
after the nitial shootout and staged
the April 19 assault of tanks gnd tear
82s that culminated in the fata) fire,

Attorney General Janet Reno,
vho te! ed during 1993 congrese
a Ne

mﬂﬂ"& wm u the ﬁ‘m. y-!
. da m

The first witness wag Journalis
Dick J. Reavis, whose pubs
Tished book. “The Ashes of Waco,”
offers a sympathetic view of the

ns. .

“Whatever David‘oi{;;mﬁ was, his
ollowers were rati people,” tes~
tified Reavis, who described Koresh

~ Begin With Divergent Testimony .

Z 0019279
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Randy Weaver's 1992 trial that he
fired the shots he did because of the
special rules of engagement. He said
e shot Vicki Weaver accidentally
while aiming at a man fleelng into the
cabin. The second shot hit her as she
held open the cabin door, and then
struck the man, Kevin Harris, wounds

ing him. .

Because of the discrepancy between
headquarters and on-scene command-
ers about the rules, Justie Departe
ment officials say they must resolve
the conflict, particularly because Ka-
hoe's immediate superiors were Potts
and his highest-rarking aide at the
time, Danny 0. Coulson.

Coulson was the headquarters offi-
cial in charge of hostage team activis
ties at Ruby Ridge when Potts was
off duty. :

Coulson was on the job Aug. 22,
1992, when the operations plan, in-
cluding the rules of engagement,
were sent to FBI headquartess from
the agents at Ruby Ridge.

T0 84047522497

page 2

He told investigators last year that
he rejected the plan because it did
pot provide for “a negotiations op-
tion™ and that he stopped reading it at
that point, s

In addition to interviews and polye
graphs, Justice Department invest.
gators plan to conduct a “paper trail®
analysis of what FBI records would
normally have been produced in a cri-
sis like Ruby Ridge and try to pine
point what records are missing, Offi-
cials likely to be asked to take
polygraph tests. sources said, include
Potts, Cowlson, Glenn and Rogers.

Specter said the Senate hearings
will cover all the issues raised by the
Ruby Ridge controversy, including
whether a Bureau of Akohol, Tobac.

co and Firearms informant’s dealings -

with Weaver amounted to entrap-
ment.

1t was Weaver's sale of two sawed-
off shotguns to the informant in 1989
that led to his indictment and thea to
the 1992 siege of his cabin,

.
.
)

P.03
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Taking Waco
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On dts Own Terms

For the Hearings, Some Useful Words on the Lexicon

v By Richard Leiby
Waihuagton Pust Sl Wekee

It might belp, if you're trying to fok-

fow the Waco hearings, to have a Bdle
in ooe hand and a standard chemical

The Aprit
14th Letter.
Also called
“the sumren
der letter.”
David Ko-
resh hand-
wrote this

his attorney,
spelling out
his intention

* hope to finish this a5 8000 as possible
and to stand before man to answet any
and all questions regarding my ac-
tions,” Koresh wrote, -

The Bunker, A concrete room neat
drecmpiex’scafetexia._Mgeﬂmw

the bunker’s collzpse, ]
CS gas. Named for the knitials of the
two Harvard chemists (BB, Cor;on

Risact

thochlorobenzalmalonoaltriie;
ally a powder, .

missive to

DAVIO KORESH x‘gunt Cir
{shing his interpretation of the Book of
Revelation’s mysterious “Seven Seals,”*

taining CS powder in a solution of
methyglene chloride (see below), At
Boa 403.5555.?\?%.::. April 19
Bradley .

Flash-bangs. Shm grenades used by
agents on Feb, 28 and throughout the
51-day siege. A flash-bang explodes
and

Guitar nebula. A hooting star of
" comet. reported on Paul Harvey's rev

Z 0019283
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Mag Bag. What federal agents
called the garage where Branch Davie
dians yestored and souped up cars, .
about four miles from Mount
Also a term for ammunition vests,
which the Branch Davidians sold at gun
shows as of their *“David Koresh
Survival Wear” clothing line.

Mala-
mutes. The
first casuale
ties of the
Feb, 28
shootout at
Mount Car- -
mel werea't
human.
They were
Fawm, .
Bandit, Wal-
‘e and Ras-
cal—the
. : Davidians’
pet Alaskan malamutes, The first ATF
agentsmﬂt:ed?;aev{:t;:uﬂwx-bedw ing v h
“secure” wif extinguish- L. -
ers or bullets, They were housed in & €18 b?ﬁmgmhh
pen near the compound’s froat doot; all- earty 3 T‘gg’ Iszacl,
werejolled. L. - | . . \ 18m.¢=s“k'_ tonmbea mbook ‘ '
Methylene chloride, Once widely R S0, hose: decper mesz- .
used ia paint strippers, this sotvent can Koresh claimed to be ooe of history's
came_na\s:ad:mmd‘ﬁ:mkm Christ figures and the “Lamb® who -
behavior” and should be used in well- could open the seals, oue by one, -
verttilated areas, according to various through fntense study and act s
mable vapor-air mbaures. Experts say brought his interpretation of the first
its role fa ires bas oot been fuly stud- seal out of the Agril 19 fire.
ied, but ft emits bighly toxic fumes The Binful Messiah, The title of the
o v wheabumed seziés in the Waco Tribune-Heral that
.o .Mighty Men. The phrase occurs free * exposed Koresh's sexmal habits. But to .
quently in the Bible'(e.g,, Daaiel 3.20), some Davidians’ thinking, Koresh was
and Davidians say Koreshused it tores . - supposed t be sinful, be was
fer to followezs, even weak cnes, who taking on their sis 26 his owm.
were stong ia faith, Federal agents " Song of Sclomon, The Bdie's
sy these men cun.siunned_lc_aah‘sﬁ- Sensllcllsboakﬁme@toopmmmmy
patical, murdervus fuder cirde. beloved"), and ane of the texts fvoked
. ' by Koresh to excuse his lustfal behavior,

. Z 0019284
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Waco, Whitewater figures

. tell disturbing tales
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ATF knew surprise was lost

By Laurie Kelliman
THE WALHNGTON VeSS

The federal agent in charge of
the botched raid of the Braoch
Davidian compound near Waco,

Texas, told a' House panel yesters’

day that Treasury Department of>-
ficials had issued false reports of

_the event, closing the dramatic
first day of hearings on the disas-
trous 1993 siege,

Dan Hartnett, former deputy di-
rector of enforcement for the Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Fire-
arms (ATF), gave dramatic testi-

mony in the 12th hour of hearings,
saying he never gave or received
an order to abort the mission
should his agents lose the clement
of surprise.

He noted that his testimony con-
flicted sharply with a recent claim
by Treasury Undersecretary Rone
ald K. Noble that’agents at the
scene had been instructed w abort
the raid on Feb. 28, 1993, if the
elementof surprise had beenlost.

“Iwas the only one who was give

ing principally direct orders to
those commanders;,” Mr. Hartnett
said. “I never gave those orders

and I never received such an ore
der”

But Davy Aguilera, an ATF
2gent at the scene, said former
ATF Director Stephen Higgins,
who was forced to resign after the
:;eeg:i, ndgld givle‘l that order during a

rou weeks
‘hex’g‘d&u ghly two be.fore

“Ido believe that the element of

surprise was asked by Mr Hig-

.

ins,’ Me Aguilera told the joint
gommimee. He quoted Mz Hig-
gins, saying, “If the element of
surprise was to be lost, don't pone
tinue on the raid”

The spparent communication
gap is crucial to eritics’ contention
the Feb. 28 raid should have been
called off after federal officials
learned the Davidians had been
tipped to the impending invasion.

Four ATF agents and six David-
fans died in the shootout resulting
from the raid Fifty-one days later,
the compound burmed to the’
ground after the FBI used tanks to

ch holes in building walls and
mmd tsar gas. More than 80
sect members, including 22 chil-
dren, were killed.

Before Mr, Hartnertt and other
agents testified last night on what ,
happened outside the compound,
former and current Davidians de-
scribed life on the inside before
and during the standoff,

The: most powerful testimony
came from a witness for the House
Democrats, 14-yearold Kiri Jewe
ell, who said sect leader David Ko-
resh molested her in & hotel room
when she was 10. :

Like the Democrats' earlier
hourlonmrotest that interest
groups tainted the hearings,
Kiri' testimony was deemed irrels
evant to the proceedings by Re.
publicans mainly {nterested in
secking facts that focus on wheth-

er the federal raid was justified, |

Z 0019285
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“No one doubts that David
Koresh was a not-very-nice guy.’
said Rep. Bill McCollum, Florida
Republican and co-chairman of
the hearings. “And there was some
show biz going on from the other
side [of the aisle), but that doesn't
relate to the purpose of these hear-
Ings, We're just looking for the
facts on the siege.”

The testimon{iand a dose of par-
tisan bickering kicked off the first
of eight days of joint House hear-
ings on the raid. :

Yesterday began the longe
awaited look at whether federal
authorities unjustly responded to
accusations that Davidians hoard-

ed fllegal weapons, operated &
drug lab and abused children.
After the GOP takeover of Con-

- gress in November, the new lead-

ership promised to reopen hear-
ings on the matter. Jointly held by
the a Government Reform and
Ovérsight subcommittee on critie
inal justice and the House Judi-
ciary subcommittee on crime, the
proceedings are expected to in-
clude more than 90 witnesses and
culminate July 31 with the test-

mony that day of Attorney General v

Janet Reno.

Yesterday, ATF agents at the
scene testified that before the
raid, law-enforcement officials
were told by an informant that the
Davidians had learned of the im-
pending invasion. Evidence un-

covered in subsequent reports res,

vealed that reporters aware of the
planned assault had asked direc~

tions to the compound from a roail-

.man who turned out to be a

Davidian,
. “Ten seconds before the raid, I
felt that the element of secrecy
had been compromised,” Earl
Dunagan, an ATF mission supervis
sor, ld the House members.
Forty-five minutes after the cult
members received the informa-
tion, Koresh entered the com-
pound's cafeteria and announced,

“They're coming” according t
David Thibodeau, one of nine.
Davidians who survived the April |

19 fire, )

The {nitial raid was further
flawed by “inflammatory” infor-
mation included on the ATF'S
search warrant issued for Ko-
;ef::;: arrest, a legal expert tes-

The warrant included as a justis
fication for the raid, the charge

T0 . B4B47522437  P.10
page [

that children were being molested
inside the compound, Child sexual
,abuse is a state matter, one over
» which ATF had no jurisdiction.
“It's not just that it's irrelevant,
It's inflammatory,” Gerald Gold-
stein, president of the National As-
sociation of Criminal Defense
Lawyers, told the lawmakers,
Democrats couritered with powe
erful testimony from Kiri, a 10th-
grade cheerleader who testified to
an environment where an eventual
federal raid was expected, sect
members “built up an army for
David” and were taught how to
commit suicide,
“He taught that there would be
a big battie between the forces of
the world and David and his peo-
ple,” she said. “The world would
win and we would dbe killed, but
we'd come back in a cloud and
smite the wicked.”

KRoresh taught children that he
was “real father” talked about sex
“a lot,” humiliated women and dics,
tated their behavior, she added.

During Passover 1991, Koresh
took Kiri, her mother and another
woman to a motel for “two or three

days” she said. Once, when her ;

mother and the other woman went
shopping, Koresh masturbated
against her genitals, she said.

She said her motber “wasn't

» (]
mad or anything” when Kiri thtet

acknowledged she had been thot
l d ‘ | '

est
Kiri's father, David Jewell, said
- he concluded from conversatis
. with his daughter, his ex-wi
Koresh himself that the sect
jeader embodied “absolutely ¢vi}
intent” Mr Jewell was nov &

Dils ex-wite perished in the
. ex-wi{e
April 19 fire, . * ': '

Z 0019286



washington Times

JUL-20-1955 10:25 FROM ATF

' ;!vnhemer these hearings

7/20/93

The NRA connection -

his, It seems, is Investigate the Clinton Admin-
§ istration Week, with congressionat and admin-
istrative hearings on the Waco massacre, the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, and
Whitewater all kicking off and with the Clinton
administration and its friends kicking and scream-
ing about it. No sooner had the week started than
those friends tried to scuttle the Waco hearings with
some fake mud about the committee and the Nation.
al Rifle Association. .

The committee reached an agreement with an
engineering firm to conduct tests on firearms recov-
ered from the ruins of the Branch Davidian com-
pound near Waco to find out whether the weapons
were really illegally converted machine guns. The
firm, ft turns out, had been paid $25,000 by the NRA,
(he Obpetaty of e hestineg Bverybody Iovs oot

objectivity i you
see, that a firm hired by the NRA, as opposed to the
government cies under scrutiny, cannot possi-
bly conduct objective tests, But since the Justice
Department had refused to conduct such tests, sorme-
body had to, and the firm appears to be fully quali-

" fied to do 50,

Second, an investigator named Fran went
out to interview & social worker, Joyce S who
had looked into the compound and had d that
sexual abuse of children was occurring there and
reportedly claimed that David Koresh had told her

of his forthcoming violent “self-revelation,” an indi- -

cation of the potential for violence of the cultand its
ieader. Those claims were supposedly a principal
Sares cuys ot Nios Hage Jotthe Slstncs hmpnes:
say's that tinct imprese
sion that she worked for the committee but later
acknowledged that she really worked for an NRA
investigating team. . . ‘
Asa result of these rather vague links between the
NRA and the House investigation, people who doa't
want any irivestigation at all have reared up to
denounce the whole business. Rep, Charles Schumer,
& die-hard foe of the investigation, announced that
the link “raises a very serious question about
are being conducted in an
manner or even In accord with House
ethics™ White House press secretary Michael
McCurry claimed the committee’s integrity has been
“sum:d” by a “very extreme organization like”

the

In the first place, the 'NRA s not a “‘very extrems
organization.” It is, in fact, a politically mainstream’
organization with several million members, and

TO 84047522497
page 16,

\

there are a number of Second Amendment nghﬁ
groups well to its right — boo! — and rather critical
of it Moreover, it has a good deal of expertise about
firearms, and it is hardly unusual for congressional
comumittees to make use of outside groups for inves-
&tiv: and research purpases. Indeed, during the
nce Thomas hearings a few years ago, con-
g:esml onalpuemts of Mr. ‘l'hm:'zas‘ha mvzglr’ised hand&
in-glove wi e groups that s
his confirmaron. oppose
Inthe second place, while the interviewing tactics
of Miss Haga are the focus of the controversy, the
incident deflects from.some questions about Miss
Sparks berself and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
* and Firearms. In the affidavit filed by the ATF to sup-
port its search warrant for the original raid on the
compound, an interview with Miss Sparks was cited
that claims she to0ld an ATF investigator that when
she interviewed David Koresh at the compound on
April 6, 1992, he told her that “the world was coms
ing to an end, and that when he ‘reveals’ himself the
riots in Los Angeles would pale in comparison to
what was going to happen in Waco, Texas.” The ATF
used this information to justify an imminent raid on

the compound before Koresh could carry out the vio- .'

Jent threat.

There's just one little problem. The interview
between Miss Sparks and Koresh tock place on
April 6,1992, and the Los Angelesriots did not occur
until April 29, 1992. Koresh could not have compared
whatever violence he was contemplating to the riots

- "because the riots hadn't happened yet. The conclu.

sion must be one of two-things: Either Miss Sparks
got it wrong when she reported
misrepresented it in its affidavit. The di

discrepancy
- calls into question the whole rationsale for the ATF

raid in the first place, and it is essential for opponents
of the hearings to distract attention from it

‘The NRA connection with the hearings is a tem-
pestin a teapot, a deliberate and unconvincing effort
by the heaning’s enﬂe’mies.todisqreditﬂ:e whql&pg—e
ceeding. Though there is nothing wrong wi
NRAS role as far as it's now known, it-was probably
nota good idea to make use of it and thereby lend its
enemies a stick to beat the hearings with. The com-
mittee has since severed the with the
NRA, and thats the prudent thing to do. Now that this
lame attempt to cbscure the larger purposes of the
investigation has flopped, the committee and the
administraton and the nagon need to get on with
finding out what really caused the bioodshed at
Waoo and why it bappened that way:,
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Russia holds key to
action by allies

1an Traynor in Vienna
and ian Bilack in London

LAST-DITCH US
. drive for mass

bombing raids to
halt Serbian
attacks and sal-
. vage the UN mis.
sion in Bosnia depended last
night on Russia’s agreement to

- ‘back the Western allies, and on

the UN in effect surrendering
its veto over Nato air attacks.
*-Amid frantic diplomatic
efforts to secure a credible deal
at today’s London conference,
cals ay the US defence secte-
tary, William Perty, for a “dis-
proportionate™ and widertang-
ing air campalgn were strongly
opposed by Russia’s (oreign
minister, Andrei Kozyrev.,
_Ten days of dlplomacy alm
at keeping the UN in Bosnia
while restraining the Serbian
frenzy of ethnic cleansing in
UN safe havens -culminate
today at the lancaster House
conference of world leaders,

- But diplomats said the run-up
" to the confercnca has merely

deepened divisions within Nato
and with Rusaia that bave puta-
lysed international policy on
Bosnia for three years.

. Jacquea Chirac, the French
president, last night agreed to
the US plan for air strikes.in
and around Gorazde and Sara-
jevo, A White House spokes-
man sajd ha expected the US,
France and Britain would be
able to J:resent a unified pro-
posal today. ..

The Bosnian Serbs showed
no sign of being intimidated
yesterday, resuming their
shelling of Zepa after a deadline
{or its surrender expired in the
afternoon. The town's defend-
ers rejected Serbian conditions
for the detention of most males,
who, it was, feared, might be
executd. o ° '.': '.c_' >, "

In western Baosnia, the rebel
Serb army in Croatla:pushed
across the Bosnian border
towards the safe haven of Bi-
hae, seizing, a small: ‘border
town and driving another 1.000
‘civillans intoQieght. -+ -«

RUSSIA...Pg. 2
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1S, GAINS SUPPORT
FOR PLAN 10 BOIB
BOSNTA SERB UNITS

FRANCE STILL HOLDS OUT

NATO and U.N. Officials Meet
in London to Forge Policy
on Balkan Fighting

By JOHN DARNTON

LONDON, July 20 — On the eve of
8 critical allied meeting on Bosnia,
the United States won support from
Britain today for a plan to threaten
the Bosnlan Serbs with widespread
NATO air strikes if the Serbs contin-
ue attacks on “safe areas” in east.
ern Bosnia even if the Bosnian Serbs
retaliate against Western hostages.

But France, which like Britain has.

thousands of troops among the Unit.
ed Nations peacekeeping force there,
still had not signed onto the plan only
hours before the multinational con.
ference here was to start.

Active efforts to win over the

July 21, 1995
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French were under way, President _
Clinton spoke by phone this after.
noon with President Jacques Chirac,
who s on a state visit to Morocco,
and the American Defense Secre-
tary, William Perry, met for hours in
a London hotel this evening with his
French counterpart, Charles Millon.

The French, who for the past week
have called upon the allies to use
strong military measures to stop
further Bosnlan Serb attacks, appar-
ently still favored their own plan of
sending up to 1,000 troops to re-
inforce Gorazde, the last enclave In
eastern Bosnlan still under control of
the Muslim-led Bosnian Government
forces. With about 60,000 residents,
the city is defended by about 3,000
Bosnian Government troops and is
the base for more than 300 lightly:
armed British and Ukrainian troops
in the United Nations force.

To put teeth in the ultimatum to
the Bosnian Serbs to refrain from
attacking Gorazde or other “safe
areas” and to stop shelling Sarajevo,
the besieged Bosnian capital, Ameri-
can officials said the air attacks
would be “major and sustained,”
unlike previous retaliatory strikes
sgainst single targets,

Mr. Perry told reporters en route
to the meeting that targets that
could be hit over a series of days
could include not just antaircraft
batteries and defense systems, but
also ammunition dumps, communi-

SUPPORT...Pg. 3
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Clinton Joins Democratic Offensive on Waco

At Heanng, GOP Panel Members Suggest ATF Deceived Military to Obtain Help

By Sue Anne Pressley and John F. Harris
Washingtan Pout Sc2 Writers

President Clinton, resuming the Demo-
cratic offensive against congressional
hearings on the siege of Waco, yesterday
sccused Republicans of suggesting that
the mistakes made by federal law enforce-
ment agents during the siege somehow

excused “the depravity that took place in.

side that compound.”

Citing Wednesday’s testimony by 14.
year-old Kiri Jewell, who told lawmakers
she was forced to have sex with Branch

Qagiﬂilgn.!gaﬂe‘pq'\Ii;S.Kgrgsb..CLi °."o;oooooooooooooo'oooooooo'o'oooo-oo-ooooooooooo.ooooooo

said “there is no‘.moral equivalency” be- ‘

tween Koresh's actions and the efforts of
FBI and Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms agents to enforce the law. He

said “people in elected office” who por-

trayed federal law enforcers as “some sort
of armed bureaucracy, acting on private
grudges and hidden agendas . . . ought to
be ashamed of themselves.” -

The hearings resumed with some Re-
publican House members suggesting that
ATF officials deliberately deceived the

U.S. military about illegal drug activity at -

the Mount Carmel compound in order to

teceive helicopters, armored vehicles and
special training for the ill-fated 1993 raid.
“No law was violated, but BATF was in

* such a2 hurry to get military support they
. created a drug connection,” charged Rep.

Steven Schiff (R-N.M.). Fellow Republi-
can lleana Ros-Lehtinen of Florida flatly
accused ATF officials of *lying about the
drug.” . : .
Another Republican, Steve Buyer of In-
diana, said the»issue of the military's role

WACO...Pg. 15 -
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Abroad at Home
ANTHONY LEWIS

What Should We DoP

More and more Americans are
coming to believe that this country
must act to stop the horror {n Bosnia.
Some who long opposed involvement
find it unbearable 10 see the latest
victims of Serblan aggression and
know that the worid’s greatest power
is doing nothing about it — nothing
about nationalist fanatics, in Europe,
who hang young boys because they
areofl a dlﬂeum religion.

What should we do? The only seri-
ous answer is to supply elements of
force to resist the aggressors. Force
is the one thing the Bosnian Serb
leaders respect. All along they have
attacked only when they were confi-
dent that the West, especially the
United States, would not intervene.

The need in Bosnia today Is for a
multinational force, as the French
have proposed, free of UN. ham.
strings. That will not happen unless
the U.S. participates: a big enough
contribution in helicopters or strike
units or whatever to give this coun.
try the voice that only comes with
shared risk.

The new force must first protect

The U.S. must use
force in Bosnia.

Serbs. Its loss would be not only a
humanitarian disaster but a decisive
humtliation for the West. Then the
multinational force must make the
other “safe areas,” Sarajevo and Bi-
hag, truly that: ending Serblan snip-
ing and shelling, securing access
foutes.

The United States is already com-
mitted to supplying up to 25,000
troops to help protect a withdrawal
of the U.N. Protection Force. If the
allies do not agree tg stop the Bosnj-
an Serdbs’ genocidal campaign,
France has sald it will pull its troops
out of Unprofor, forcing a withdraw-
al. Would we rather put American
soldiers’ lives at risk in an ignomini-
ous Unprofor withdrawal or in a
meaningful stand against the aggres-
sors? In any event we must share

The risk would be bearable, 1
think, because the Bosnlan Serb lead-
ers do not like to engage armies that
can fight back. They prefer shelling
civilians, The multinational force
would make clear the price of contin-
ued aggression: One more shell into
Sarajevo, and your headquarters will
be destroyed.

There is no other way to stop what
is happening. Senator Bob Dole's
proposal simply to lift the arms em-
bargo on Bosnia unilaterally would
leave Sarajevo and the rest unpro-
tected for many months, while arms
were secured and Bosnians trained.

This country has an enormous de-
fense establishment. What is it for, if
not to be used In a conflict that
threatens our great alliance and our
standing in the world? Former Am.
bassador Robert Oakley told The
Boston Globe last week that he had
always ‘opposed U.S. involvement,
whut we have so humiliated our-
selves in the eyes of the world that
I've changed my mind." -

The credibility of American power
and purpose is naticnal {nterest

Chirac of France mentioned it when
he called for action against the
Serbs, who have been traditional
French allies. He spoke of “national
honor.*

‘As the genocidal tactics of the Bos-
nlan Serbs have been brought home
to us — literally home, on television
= all kinds of groups in this country
have started to speak out. A particu-
larly compelling statement came to
me from the advisory board on Holo-
caust studies at the University of
Vermont. | wish 1 could quote more
than a few sentences,

“It is clear to even a casual gb-
server that Serbs will continue to
‘cleanse’ Bosnia untll they are forced
10 stop,” the statement said “We
know what's going on. We all know.
This is a war against humanity, and
for this nation to do nothing is un-
thinkable and unacceptable.

*We call on the world's leaders to
reckon not only the cost of acting, but
the cost of not acting. The ethnic
cleansers of the future will conclude
that genocide is a workable policy so
long as one doesn't threaten the ma-
terial resources of a power with the
- potential to complain.

*Involvement will be costly and
risky. The only riskier course is our

. present one ~ pretending and doing
no ”

The issue for America is not just

Goraxde, the last “‘safe area” ineast- Some of the risk withthe Frenchand  enough. But we have an interest of  those fellow human beings in Bosnia.
e Bosnia not yet gobbled up by the  any other participating ally. another kind In Bosnia. President 4% is who we are. 0

«..from Pg. the ATF in its planning of the origi- tion that took more than 80 lives on tary officials who described the pro-
HACO = g 1 nal Feb. 28 raid and helped write the ~ April 18. cess by which they reviewed and ul-
was important because Americans  Treasury Department's scathing re- 1 find no’ conspiracy in my re- timately accepted the ATF's request
historically have believed in the sep-  port on the operation. view,” said review panel member for military assistance.

aration of the military from divilian
affairs. “More than any other, the
"image of Bradley Fighting Vehicles
and M-1 tanks set against the bum-
ing Mount Carmel compound calis
into question the role of the military
at Waco,” Buyer said,

The hearings, conducted jointly by
two House subcommittees, first took
testimony from a team of experts
who reviewed the mistakes made by

. They cited the lack of a strategy
for retreat when agents were met
with gunfire, the communication
breakdowns and the faulty intelli-
gence reports that left the agents in
the position of being ambushed by
the awaiting Branch Davidians. Four
federal agents and six Branch Davi-
dians were killed during the opening
assault, which resulted in the S1-day
standoff before the final conflagra-

Wade Ishimoto, a former military in-
telligence officer. “Perhaps some in-
experience, but no criminal negli-

The Posse Comitatus Act, passed
in 1878, bars military forces from di-

gence.” )
Lawmakers then heard from mili- WACO...Pg. 16
' China insisted that its missile test near
WALL STREET ~ Taiwan, starting today, Is nothing more
JOURNAL . _ than tgwn&nn;lu exerdserdml pospsarﬂ no
threa! e Taiwanese. Taiwan's a-
July 21, 1995 ment approved g law governing the coun-
Pg. 1 try's first presidential vote In 19%.
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'WACO WITNESSES

Below Is the witness list for Day 2 of the House hearings on the ' .
government's ralds on the Branch Davidians. The new roundof .+
stlonlng will focus on the planning of the ralds and the Defense

aeplrtmemk Involvement.

Panel A

.'l

Robert Sanders, former deputy director for enlon:emenl for the Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) '

Wade Ishimoto of Sandia National Laboratories

George Morrison of the Los Angeles Police Depariment SN

- John Koonce of the Drug Enforcement Adminstration -
DOonald A. Bassett, former crisis management specialist for the FB!
Panel B — Defense Department Assistance e
H. Allen Holmes, assistant secretary of defense for ‘special %
operations/low-intensity conflict s

Army Maj. Gen, John M. Pickler, commander of Joint Task Force 6

"

Brig. Gen, Michael Hutfman, assistant judge advocate general lof'

civil law

Chris Crane of the Special Forces Group

Army Lt. Col. Philip Lindley, former deputy stafl judge advocate for U. S te

Army Special Forces Com

Army Maj. Mark Petree, formerly of the 3/3d Spedial Forces Group ¢

Army Staff Sgt. Steve Fritts, formerly of 3/3d Special Forces Group ...

ermy Statf Sgt. Ro_ben W. Moreland, formerly of 3/3d Special Forces 4.:.
up

Army Sgt. 1st Class Chris Dunn, formerly of 3/3d Spedial Forces Grouv'

Pane! C — Tactical Planning of "Dynamic Entry” - vy
Phillip Chojnacki, former ATF special agent in charge in Houston e
Chuck Sarabyn .-

William Bulord, ATF resident agent in charge in Little Rock

Lewis Merletti, deputy director of the Treasury Department review team-

Panel D — ATF and Treasury Department Approval of “Dynamic Enw' -

Steve Higgins, former ATF director

John Simpson, lormer acting assistant Treasury secretary

Christopher Cuyler, ATF liaison for the assistant secretary

Roger C. Altman, former deputy Treasury secretary >

Michael Langan, former acling deputy assistant Treasury secretary

Lioyd M. Benisen, former Treasury secretary

o Washegon Tv
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rect enforcement of civil law as a2
protection to citizens. But in 1989,
after then-Defense Secretary Rich-
ard B. Cheney declared illegal drugs
a threat to national security, Con-
gress approved a measure allowing
the Pentagon to assist law enforce-
ment agencies in their fight against
drugs. In the Waco case, the “drug
nexus” has become a hotly disputed
matter.

ATF agents investigating Koresh
before the February raid requested
military assistance based on their
contention that the compound
housed an illegal methamphetamine
1ab and that as many as 11 of Ko-
resh's followers had histories of drug
violations. . :

Then-Gov. Ann Richards (D) au-
thorized the use of Texas Air Na-
tionat Guard radar planes to fly over
Mount Carmel in early January 1993
as part of the ATF’s surveillance,
based on the drug allegations, and
ATF secured assistance from the
Army's Special Forces Command us-
ing the same information. ATF
agents spent three days before the
Feb. 28 raid training at Fort Hood
near Killeen, Tex., and on the mom-
ing of the raid, three military heli-
copters were used to fly over the
compound as aattle trailers bearing
75 agents approached the buildings.

But none of the autopsies of
Branch Davidians showed any traces
of illegal drugs. Nor was there any
mention of illegal drug activity at
Mount Carmel in the affidavit pre-
pared by ATF special agent Davy
Aguilera to support his request for a
search warrant.

Nonetheless, Republicans were
not able to elicit testimony that con-
firmed allegations that ATF officials

‘lied about the drug con-
nection. The Army generals and

assisted the ATF testified that they
saw no reason to doubt the allega-
tions made by the ATF and largely

they were misled.

Rep. Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.)
charged that some Republican mem-
bers were apparently incited to
question the military involvement
because of an article in the May is-

Cuba threatens force ;
if exiles encroach. - * |.'

HAVANA — The Cuban govern-
ment said yesterday fresh viola-

{ tions by Cuban exiles of its airr

space or territorial waters would
be a “fatal mistake” because it}
is ready to use military force to
repulse them. AT
In the toughest warning so far
1o the government's exile oppos

nents in Miami, a Cuban Foreign

of the Special Forces who-

played down the question of whether

sue of Soldier of Fortune magazine
offering “documented proof that
ATF commandos-—aided by U.S.
Special Forces—planned [the] ‘at-
tack’ on Branch Davidians.” Schu-
mer pointed out that the article was
inaccurate in its statements that
Staff Sgt. Robert Moreland and Sgt.
1st Class Chris Dunn, then with the
Special Forces, were present at the
Mount Carmel site on the morning
of the raid.

“Soldier of Fortune is not known
for its veracity,” Schumer said.

All in all, it was another frustrat-
ing day for Republicans. They have
found their efforts to draw attention
to the failings at Waco overshad-
owed by Democratic charges that
the National Rifle Association is or-
chestrating the hearings and by
Wednesday's dramatic testimony by
Kiri Jewell, who was called as a wit-
ness by Democrats.

“These hearings are not just about
the NRA and 14-year-old girls,”
complained Rep. Bill Zeliff (R-N.H.),
one of the co-chairmen.

Clinton, appearing before federal
law enforcement officers gathered at
Blair House, said he did not object to
the House holding hearings and ac-
knowledged that federal agents had
made mistakes at Waco. Nonetheless,
he cited Kiri Jewell's testimony of
how Koresh abused his followers and
their children as providing justifica-
tion for federal action against the self-
styled messiah,

*Here was a man who was molest-
ing young girls and paddling children
with boat cars,” Clinton said. “A man
who was laying up supplies and illegal
weapons for Armageddon; a man who
was instructing women and children
about how to commit suicide; a man
who took the trust of young children
and twisted it, who told people that if
they wanted to do the will of God they
had to be willing to kill for God.”

Gladys Ottman, 70, a Koresh fol-
Jower who is attending the hearings,
disputed allegations of child abuse and
said they were part of a continuing
campaign to demonize the sect. “We
would be the first ones to rise up
against child abuse and drugs and
murder,” said Ottman, clasping her.
Bible. “They keep having this big cov-
erup, bringing up things that are not
relevant.”
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Ministry spokesman told them:
not to try to repeat an incursioh
last week by a flotilla of boats *
and planes that was blocked by
Cuban naval forces, H
“These anti-Cubans should not
confuse a sense of responsibllity
and restraint with weakness.'I{ -
they do confuse these terms, I*
think they will be making a fatal -
mistake,” the spokesman, Rafael
Dausa, told a news conference in.
Havana. 3 :

'y

At Presstime

Britain sets out stakes,
allies wrestle on Bosnia

LONDON, July 21 (Reuter) - Brit-
ain said today the U.N. mission in
Bosnia would collapse if the “safe
area” of Gorazde fell to the Serbs,
raising the stakes as Western al-
lies argued over how to end the
humiliation and chaos on the
ground. ’

Foreign Secretary Malcolm
Rifkind said there was “a very
good prospect of general agree-
ment” at a major internstional
conference in London, called af-
ter the Bosnian Serbs overran the
Moslem enclave of Srebrenica last
week,

The U.S., Russia, key European
allies and other countries with
troops in Bosnia are meeting top
U.N. and NATO officials in talks
that are widely seen as a last
chance to save the crumbling U.N.
mission.

*1 believe there is a common
desire to see the UnitedNations
continue in Bosnia,” Rifkind told
B8BC radio.

“1 think there’s a common real-
ization that the fall of Gorazde

would make that for all practical

purposes impossible.
*...we must not just rely on fine

" words, if warnings are given then

it must be quite clearthat we mean
what we say whenthese warnings
are issued.” ’

N. Korea Condemns
Japan’s Defense Paper

PYONGYANG, July 21 (Xinhua)

. == N. Korea todsy lashed out at

Japan’s 1995 white paper on na-
tional defense which listed it as

the nation posing the biggest "

threat to Japan. -

An article in the N. Korean news-:

paper Rodong Sinmun sald
Japan‘s allegation that Pyongyang

may p bic | weap.
ons and is stepping up research
on nuclesr weapons sand ballistic
missiles is totally groundiess,

Japan is using such accusations
as an excuse for its first step of
oversea expansion, the newspa-
per added.

Sri Lankaﬁ rebels take
fight to east and west

COLOMBO, July 21 (Reuter) -
Sri Lankan Tiger rebels, extending
the theater of war from the north-
ern Jaffna peninsula, ambushed
an army foot patrol in the east to-
day, military sources said.

The soliders were attacked just
as they were about to re-enter
their camp at Pallikuduaruppu,
near Muttur, eight miles south of
Trincomalee, after a night’s sortie,
the sources said. Four soldiers.
were killed.

Last evening, five police were
killed when 8 landmine planted by
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam exploded under their truck
on the western island of Mannar,
the military said,

‘Cambaodian army captures

key Khmer Rouge base

PHNOM PENH, July 21 (Reuter)
- The Cambodian army has driven
Khmer Rouge guerrillas out of a
village named Dead Tiger, abattle-
field victory it hopes will protect
the lucrative border trade with
Thailand. -
Col. Prak Sakhoeun, deputy
commander of the Battambang
provincial army in the northwest,
said 2,700 government troops
backed by eight tanks and four
armoured personnel carriersover-
ran the guerrilla base at Klar Ngap
(Dead Tiger) last Tuesday after-
noon.

AN R NSRS L R N Y

(Complete wire copy available at
CNARS, Room 4C881)

The Current News Early Bird, Supplement, and Radis-TV
Defense Dialog are now available at www.dltic.dla.mil/ebird,
Read dewiled instructions on the Early Bird “home page*” or call
the Defense Technical Information Center for information (703- -
274-7251, DSN 284-7251). These electronic publications cannot
be made available 10 any addresses other than DoD and .mil sites.
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Bosnia

Clinton wants

to threaten Serbs
e
45

President Clinton won the con-
sent of French President Jacques
“Chirac yesterday to threaten the
Bosnian Serbs with massive air
strikes in a bid to deter them from
seizing the “safe area” of Gorazde,
the last enclave in eastern Bosnia-
Herzegovina still under firm gov-
ernment control,

The French president’s acquies-
cence removes a major obstacle in
the path of agreement today at a
scheduled meeting in Londonon a
response to the Serbian offensive
against the “safe areas” under
U.N. protection.

The Serbian attacks and allied
disputes also threatened the sta-
bility of NATO.

In Congress, leaders threaten-
ing to force a lifting of the em-
bargo against the Bosnian govern-
ment postponed a vote until next

week.

“We believe the British, the
French and the U.S. will present
some consensus at the meeting,”

see _CLINTO,N, page A16

By J. Jennings Moss
a

WASHINGTON TIMES

® Government forces won't surren-
der Zepa to Bosnian Serbs. AlS.

No cooperailoni Park Police Maj. Robert Hines (left), Sgt. Chel;yl A. Braunand D

Dechrats’ Waco tactics frustrate GOP

By Laurie Kellman
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms fabricated drug
charges against Branch Davidi-
ans, possessed no “sophisticated”
backup plan for their raid ‘that
killed four ATF agents and six sect
members, and even doctored rec-
ords to protect supervisors, ac-
cording to testimony yesterday be-
fore a House panel.

-‘The second day of hearings be-
fore a panel made up of two House
subcommittees revealed that
ATF’s raid — which led to the gov-
ernment’s S1-day standoff with the
sect near Waco, Texas —was badly
planned, and military aid was ac-
quired for the raid by the agency’s
false charge that the Davidians op-
erated a drug lab. -,

Despite the information long
sought by GOP lawmakers, some
Republicans remained frustrated
that Democrats have gained con-
siderable attention by demanding
subpoenas of National Rifle Asso-
ciation members and calling a 14-
year-old girl who accused cult
leader David Koresh of sexual
abuse. . . .

“These hearings are not just *

‘about the NRA and 14-year-old

girls,” complained Rep. Bill Zeliff,

. New Hampshire Republican and .

chairman of one of the two sub-
committees conducting the hear-

. ings.

“This is about Waco, Waco,
Waco, not the NRA,” fumed Judi-
ciary Committee Chairman Henry
J. Hyde, Illinois Republican, who

see WACO, page A13
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ATF accused of inventinng ¢

Defending G-me
Reno prepare to bl:

House eyes
squeeze

on Bepjing
Wus release aim

| of parley boycott

if.. By George Archibald -

THE WASHINGTON TIMES
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.The House is expected to vote

Dade

Fred Thc

By John Mercuric
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Prince George'
tive Wayne Curry
inated John S. F
chief in Dade Cou
the 1,200-officer
force, thus ending
search and waves

Mr. Curry also
policeand county
ing Fred Thomas,
D.C. police chief
widelv exmectec .
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Sharon Wheeler, ATF special agent
. Dan Hartnett, former ATF deputy dnrect
Daniel Black, ATF personne! office - . .
Lewis c Merlem deputy dcrector of the; Treagury Depahmem review

ATF speclal agents to be determined

James Cadigan, FBI firearms expert -

" the burning Mount Carmel com-
pound calls into quesﬁon the role

of the military at Waco,” said Rep. .
Steve Buyer, Indiana Repubucan :

The GOP produced an unsigned- -

” did not have to reimburse the Pen

Treasury memio that said: “The
use of the National Guard was'a

scam...initiated by Bureau head- .
, provided backup support for the,
" deadly “dynamic entry” said ATF.

quarters, in my opinion, to obtain
the additional resources of the Na-
tional Guard, air support assis-
tance, et cetera.” ’

~ Even without proof of adrug -

"assisted 'ATF, testiﬁed Allen
‘Holmes, assistant secretary of de-
. fense.- Howeyer, - by including

- the dangers of raidlngm metham-

R LR d.perhaps xnayha'
all eéuldha 1 gfuents.whﬂewembe

lab the mlhtary le of themn et
trial,

“drug nexus”™in the warrants, A

tagon for'thé assistance,
Army Staff Sgt. Steve l-‘itts, Who

) hinit ;
%:eo said that any words which
Coiild be inte; retedasbeingcﬁt-

agents seemedunconcernedabout:  ical of ATF must be avolded since

it wouldplay inmthe defenseattor-
neys hands”

yhetamine lab.
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ttorney .General Janet Reno

that the authonzed 'o
.gas had been banned by ‘the Paris

.Chemical Weapons Convention?
Sen. Arlen Specter, Pennsylvani
‘Republican, asked Miss Reno dur:
ing a Judiciary Commxttee over
“*sight hearing. ",

conceded yesterday she had been
unaware that the United States in
1993 signed .an’ international
,agreement fo ban'the chemical
“weapon federal oﬁ'lcxals used in

hingtoiy
No, sir’;. Attorney General Jane

.the final :assault ‘on the Btanch = “I had not heard that;
Davidian ' compotind . near; ‘Waco, .. Reno said. “I subsequently heard Reno tefls‘senators.she woul d. - Kennetl
" Texas.; .. : _* that the treaty may not be ratified : | request.
Miss Reno also said the civﬂxan - and that there was a law enforce- - for a sex
Army scientist she consulted be- - “ment exception.” . ... i opmen ,pro uctxon, stockp 8 months
‘fore authorizing use of the gas told . - TheChemical Weapons Conven use’of chemical weapons. It has commiti
~her it would have “no permanent tlon (CWCQ), signed .in ‘January " been rattt‘ted by 9 countries but mi—ldull;b
. : € st

‘| »effect” on children — advice hotly :° 1993 by 159 nations, mcludmg the'.

) contested by other chemxcal-

Umted States prohlblts the devel- . .

By Slona Jenkms ..
SF'ECIAL ‘I‘O THE WASHINGTON TIMES o

CAIRO — President Hosni Mu-
barak yesterday accused Sudan’s

radical Muslim leaders of trying .’
to kill him, and President Clinton -

offered U.S. help to find out who
was .behind. Mondays attempted
assassination. .

. Mr. Mubarak, whose govem-
ment has been battlmg a funda-
mentalist Muslim insurgency, said

Egypt sent’ investigators to Ethi-.

limousine Monday as he headed to

U S. offers O. heIp,,
mvestlgate ambush -

a ‘meeting of Afncan leaders.

Egypt wants to check the fin-

gerprints of the two slain attack- .’
ers against records of radicals in” °

Egypt, 'Sudan and elsewhere, "’
Cairo newspapers said yesterday.”
They speculated that the attackers
were Egyptians with backing from

Sudan, wluch borders Egypt to the

~opia, where gunmen fired on his * south.- . - % ./ %0

“Exther ttus was under org

X Ogg people at Qubba Palace yes- . 4

ment-—-and I think that it is un-.
likely' <=7 or 'by Turabi .and -his’
< ‘group,” Mr; Mubarak told a rally ot‘

He was . refetring to Islamic
" cleric Hassan Turabi, believed to'
* be the power behind the Sudanese
, government of Lt. Gen, Omar Ba-
 shir. The general took power.in a
. 1989 ‘coup, ‘and - ‘Egypt's relattons
* with Sudan have since soured.. *

Mr 'lhrabi demed any role m the

.Wednesday, June 28,1995
Volume 14, Number 179
5 Sechons 66 Pages

Two DIE IN PG ARSON —
- Arlington man is charged with
murdering his grandfather and aunt
In a blaze at their Prince George's

County home early yesterday. c4

Beltway / A Loneﬁes/ce'

'By Cheta/l Wetzstein ¥

TON TIMES -

" A national prsh to affirm par-
ents’ rights to r: ‘se their children
will get a boost today when mem-
hara nf the Hanse and Senate

lntroduce the bxll'\today with

;¥ nearly 60 co-sponsors, - -« - -

Sen. Charles E. Grassley, Iowa
Republican will introduce a Sen-
ate version of the bill, which would
seek to balance parental rights
with societv’s interest in protect-
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"From  page Al 3

ineeds radfxcation by 65 nations to:

take effect,a }J.N spokesman said

.use of RCAs [riot-co trol s
in inteman nal or’ intemal %

s 1-day
with ‘federal authormes
Apnl 19, 1993 .with a ;ai

ple, mcludmg 22 children, ] ]
of those killed were under the ag

b days ter the conﬂagra-.
tion, .The Washmgton iTimes: re4
-ported that thé FBI used a com-1 |
pound called O-chlorobenzalma |
‘lononitrile, or :CS,-in .an effort,
'dnvedthe Dawdlans from the com-:‘ '
Armored vehicles dnvenbyFBl{ :
agents shot the chemical into the { .
.compound as. a\fme powder.: in,‘
: compressed-axr canisters. The re+
-sulting gas flooded the buxldmgs
. for six hours before the compound
-erupted into ﬂames and burned to'
the ground. - RS g
. i s --Having prevxously _
attack. “It is difficult.to be ¢ cer- _including Hamza Fatah one of the answer questions on the CWCar{ -
:tain,”-Mr. Said said.-“Both .nhad leaders of the fundamentalist Van- | - the consequences of CS gas, Mis5
and ‘the Gama'a al- Islamiyya . guards of the Conquest. Egypthas | :Reno yesterday shed light on those

possxble candidates, and both have . long accused Sudan of harboring -issues as Senate investigators pre--
-carried ¢ . convicted terrorists: & ~| .pare to hold Waco hearings afcer--

'Sudanesé’ opposmon 1 :similar ;House: ;proceedmgs,

: begm July 12,50

Cairo" said "the "government “in !

ﬁh&mm could have playedag 95,‘ : secngfu;s pénc::r :bm thetreaty

i ée  attack ’| “Were you aware that the United

i udan is a center_ for, t.he more | States .had :in .fact. =slgned ..the_,

+militant Tslamic movements;” said ‘Chemical :Weapons ; Convention {
; K bannin e of C3

" 18 from ‘early o1 BASY sy : ':ﬁ ey
 thattheattackérse A5 Tindicated previously, Iwes { - -
‘lans” “from' ~-Isla { . not aware of jtat the time,norwas'{ = ! !
' ‘Iadvxsedofmetreaty"stsReh;li? R

-scape sentences of the
surts” that try ter g‘gt
3Mct$tafa Said, a pro

-..%“To what extent,‘Atmrney Gen- |
eral Reno, had you made. an i | -
"quiry of. the’eﬁe f this gas:on |
:;c)&ople generally‘ ,r-infant?s SRS

i

Egypt are the .Gan :
d she had askéd

's(r?x(is%"c)(;mw i, after hé SR B: th RS h“x“ 7 about theeffects o |
oly War) movemen| retu on-‘ rotherhdod}¥and fothers 2are | ot
it athesie LR md"r“&‘o}ﬁi’th""iﬁ“’nﬁfed ‘v’?ho 6hot*<highly Tespected intelligénce offi- | -children ainc -he elderly. theii mat |

A o A gt tuenly, 5P VA bk aci halnad familie | withanArmyéiviliénscientistshe
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ition ; being’
ays “the’ ri

t the: upbrmgmg ,
f thetr_'chtldren‘

g
seed simple, exphct

'would like
‘amy

e compelled’ to get a
legislatlve directo

Agly 7D ;
their parents to get abortions, “we '

.that “minors

Because Sudan has relatively
relations with the Ethiopian
iment3ithe “Sudanese; Em-
sy imAddis

0l

that ‘the treaty would’ supersede
both U.S. law ‘and ‘American ‘par-.
ents’ rights to raise their children,

srintendent
ces waves

" school officialg
end $7,400 per
" ssional reports’
nount at $9,600

‘intendent Wal- |
- 1S a strong sup-
*  imand has said

~tin pnvatiza-
e expenrnent’s
points to EAI's
wools filled with
4 staffed wit
classroom. He

“iBut’ somé House Republican
“who feel disenfranchised fromthe -

black middle class ‘grows, -share ™
‘the ‘conservative values that Re-

‘| publicans espoused in the sweep

last November. :.i-2.07"
JuIf we_ shift the dxscusslon to

;equal opportunity ‘and economic
owthmawaythatmanymthe

'. ‘Afncan-Amerxcan :community
1 .will respond positiveﬂlty to, we can °

ing reform of affirmative action
-that would repeal all government

~affirmative ‘action based on eco-,
“nomic status and allow the govern
‘ment to récruit in areas thh high
mmonty populations. -, "> " :

he will introduce the bill “in the.
‘near future.” He said mino odi-
fications are being made, 7. -

without the sanction of leadership
endorsement. % ‘.
" Mr Canady said t‘ederal afflrm-

wvements will

-ative-action policies are divisive

o+ st + 317 ot o e e O O

S
thmk they ‘can win black voters |

.Democratic Party and who, as the_

i Y, Flo
*Republican, has drafted a sweep- v

set-asides, preferences and quotas - -
.based on race or sex but permit .

.Mr. Canady said yesterday that"'_

- House leadership aides said the i
blll would ‘be introduced .even
- choice and ‘expansion o the

‘ing federal affirmativa-antinn ne.

with Republican ‘leaders” on' his
.- bill. “I understand the perspective
".that this would ‘not com m'the
. floor this’ year? “

- Still, he said, the system ‘of race
and sex preferences that has been
' put in place over the past 25 years
‘has not helped women or blacks.
.“It has reinforced prejudice and
had meager results for members
:ﬁi ghe tmnority comm ty,'_ the

Mr. Canady saxd hfs subcommit—
. tee on the Constitution will hold
hearmgs soon on “the impact of
race and gender preferences. ¥

.House leaders are more inter-
ested in an “empowerment pack-
“age” of legislation being put to-:
-gether .by .the House Mmority
=Outreach'lhskForce. LA
* Mr. .Gingrich chose Rep. J.C.
Watts of Oklahoma, who is black;’
to work with fellow Republican
-Rep. James M, Talent of Missouri
to head a task force on minority
outreach. They are charged with
gen roducing a package of legislation

eficial to the inner city, includ--
ing empowerment zones, school

earned income tax credit. |
Eventhe White House is review-

5| ipeuple’ generall .or

‘Ababa SVery gcmcally pnox;g‘ tsﬂuse?;g;Mz;‘
Hottkiatare; ;;,;. wx}‘ o |

d _1 studx thﬁt“the

SOV PVAMAL WAL AWV MGY Al

y.of. the eﬁ'ect of t.his gas on

it 1
e ” ”'@u‘iptgﬁ’—x I, Salem
»su’bs”éq emly,is _fj_“"“"ldrr'

; “Imetwith‘hﬁiﬂg:_ﬂg‘ ggan

he assured meé'ro
g M ;‘m 49

L3 AR SR OR oo (1
woul be no pe;-
-manent effect’;;of .CS on’ childra: X
“and the elderiy, Miss Reno said.s’
i.7An Army. spokesman did not r .

turn a call about the scientist. ¢
¢, ; Other’ _experts 'said the assess-_"
W

“My study of the xxsting medi-
cal literature of CS gas convinced
me ‘that ‘CS ‘gas -posed a lethal
"threat to babies,”; said -Dr.-Alajy
‘Stone, a Harvard Umverstty pro~
fessor of psychiatry and law hiré
by the Justice Department to rg:
view the Waco raid. “Babies donot
breal:he hard enough to use a gas

- Dr. Stone and other experts pre'-
vmusly told The Times that suchia
substance would cause young chil-
dren’s eyes to shut, bring on severe
. respiratory : distress *and_oveér;"
whelm them with vomiting. -3¢
-‘The White House has called thé
useof CS gasonthe Davidians“ap-
propriate”. and said it" would - be |
used again if necessary. But Miss |
"Reno declmed endorse its uge
yesterday. - fanep e
. “If the quesuon were to come up
today, you would still use CS gas?"_
Mr. Specter asked her.': R
- “No, sir;’ Miss Reno saxd,noting
‘that -she is’ studying- the mattgf

latest information is, look at it all
over again, make the’ best judg-’
‘ment I could based on thie _iuqqg‘h
ies that we have made. e Doz
*Miss Reno ‘denied maldng
decisxon to’ promote ‘the man*wh
- OVersaw two botched raids, includ- .| -
‘ing the one'in'Waco, conducted by -
the FBI, Larry Potts, now deputy
-director ‘of the FBI, ‘also ,super-
-vised the 1992 raid on the ‘moun-
tain cabin of white separatist Ran-
:dall Weaver in Idaho, in which Mr. | -
Weaver’s wifeand son were killed:"
- “I did riot make the pmmotioﬂ": N
but signed off-on’it,;"Miss Reno
said, noting that she does “every-

thmg I can to defer to the persgh

z 001 8575

e"! Reno. had you ‘made.an ‘it . :

“What I would dois to see whatthe | -

.."
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ics of the treaty, incl
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law and American par- '3 "
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wba ST cal literature of CS gas convinced
me that CS gas posed-a’lethal
threat to babies,)’: said. Dr."
Stone, a Harvard University pro- -
fessor of psychiatry and law hiréd
by the Justice Department to res
view the Waco raid. “Babies do not
breathe hard enough to use a gé%
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- Dr. Stone and other experts pre'-
vx%usly told Tzlxlled Times that sucka
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ierstand the perspective | respiratory - distress : and ‘Ovér:.
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" do “some very serious work ..,

" But the defense has peen una
challenge Fuhrman directly with mat
material. As compensation, it was pre-

to settle for Ito’s jury instruction,
With that out, the war’s back on.

Among optons Cochran is consider-
ing for Ito to consider:

» Granting Fuhrman immunity from
prosecution. That might force Fuhrman
to answer questions because his re-

t among tem: tae threat of more
delays Given his lncreminaly impatient
jury, Ito says his “biggest concern is fin-

ishing ... with an intact jury.”

He also faces another major legal
battle over the scope and size of the
prosecution’s rebuttal case, technically
still scheduled to start today. Originally
billed by prosecutors as a fiveday af-
fair, it now includes 8 whopping witness

PPOTUVIILY wemerv: 5L UDOLUWA S WaLs W
detail Simpson's Bronco freeway chase
to show “consciousness of gullt.” The
defense says prosecutors never
broached this issue in their case, mak-
ing it ineligible for rebuttal.

“Some of things are absolutely in-
credible,” Cochran says, “They’re fust
trying(omrowalotofstutrupandsee
if they can get a few things in.

£ ND PRSDINIT, LUT UTILIDG BaD

begun legal action seeking records
related to Fuhrman's previous ar-
rests. Defense lawyers’ goal: To
show he planted evidence or lied in
other cases. To do that, they would
seek testimony from other police of-
ficers who worked with or around
Fuhrman, :

Tt

Federal agents’ nnage takmg a betmg

By Sam Vincent Meddis
USA TODAY

Senate hearings into the bloody Ruby. |

Rldgeasearetaklngatoﬂonmeim-

age of federal law enforcement agents.

With disturbing questions being
raised each day, agencles will have to
some
very serious public relations” to dispe!
the cloud, sald Joseph diGenova, for-
mer US. attorney in Washington, D.C.

Hearings resume Tuesday, possibly
with testimony from former ofiicials of
the US. Marshals Service.

Crucial testimony Is expected to

come later in the hearings from the FBI
sniper who killed Idaho white separatist
Randy Weaver’s wife, VickL A Justice
Department report criticized the snip-
er, Lon Horluchi, for firing the shot.
" Federal authorities have denled that
agents instigated the Ruby Ridge con-
frontation with Weaver or improperly
targeted him on a gun charge,

“It was Mr. Weaver’s actions that set
this into play,” Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco and Firearms Director John Ma.
gaw told a Senate panel,

But three days of hearings last week
by a Senate judiciary subcommittee
helghtened suspicions of government
wrongdolng in the 1992 raid that cost
the lives of two members of Weavers
family and a deputy marshal,

Weaver kicked off the hearings by
accusing federal agents of fabricating
firearms violations against him and of
firing on his wife while she was holding
their 10-month-old girl.

“[ think he came across as a very

credible witness, with all his faults,”.

said Rep. Bob Barr, R-Ga., a member of
the House committee that earller this
summer examined the 1993 federal as-
sauit on the Branch Davidian religious
compound near Waco, Texas.

Barr said he sees an alarming pattern
in the Ruby Ridge hearings, “pleces of
the same cloth we saw in Waco: a tre-
mendous arrogance among federal law
enforcement.”

The FBI's leg!slaﬂve agenda also {s
being hurt, particularly a pending coun-
terterrorism bill that would give the bu-
reau stronger powers and more re-
sources. “There's very serious questions
about it” passing, sald Barr,

Progun activists, who have long
charged that federal law enforcement

. By Richard Els. Age@
MAGAW: Says Weaver’s actions insti-
gated Ruby Ridge, Idaho, shootout

HEARINGS: Sen. Arlen Specter, R-Pa., left, eharrman of the Senars Judldary

ooMuquzmeAP

Committee, listens to separatist Randy Weaver

» RUBY RIDGE: A federal
agent and two family members of
white separatist Randy Weaver
were killed in 1992 during a failed
raid on Weaver's remote home in
northern Idaho, Weaver says the
rald, sparked by agents conducting
surveillance near his home, was un-

. mecessary and that his wife was tar-
geted by a FBI sniper who had or-
ders to shoot on sight. Government
officials say Weaver was wanted in

~ Raids at issue: Subject of Senate hearings

connection with a weapons charge,
and his actions led to the gunfire,

» WACO: Four federal agents
and more than 80 members of the
Branch Davidian religious cult,
whose compound was near Waco,
‘Texas, were killed when a Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms rald
went awry in 1993, Congressional
hearings this summer found exam-
ples of government bungling, but lit-
tle evidence of cnmlnal wrongdoing

agents employ excessive force in fire-
arms cases, say they see growing public
support for their complalnts. .
“The hearings are exposing to great.
er and greater public view the abroga-

tion of civil rights by federal law en- .
forcement agencles,” sald John Snyder

of the Citizens’ Committee for the Right
to Keep and Bear Arms. “They’ve got-
 The damage 10 the sgencles I ikely
e e agencles
to increase over the coming two weeks
of hearings as the panel probes more
deeply Into the controversial shoot-on-
sight orders given by the FBI in the 11-

)

day standoff with the Weavers,

The hearings could have an adverse
effect on law enforcers if committee
members try to pin blame on individ-
uals rather than trying to correct the
system, warned Bill Geller, author of
And Justice for All: Understanding and
Controlling Police Abuse of Force.

Geller advised senators not to con-
centrate on finding “rotten apples”
among federal law enforcement agents.
“The problem {s a rotten barrel.”

DiGenova's advice to federal officials
was to be candid: “There isn’t any ques-
Uonmmemmwmngumthaveto

“ts

be fixed,” he sald. “It's important to ad-
mit mistakes.

But claims that Weaver provoked the
incident have been met with skepticism
from many members of the panel. -

Several senators, while quick to say
they abhor the racist views held by -
Weaver, appeared sympathetic to his

-claim that he was set up by an infor-
mant because the ATF wanted him to-
“snitch” on white supremacist groups.

Weaver’s refusal to snitch led to his
arrest on a charge of selling two sawed-
off shotguns to an ATF Informant. And
his failure to appear In court on the
charge brought marshals on a recon-

‘ naissance mission to his remote cabin
site In August 1992,
It was then that a shootout erupted, -
William Degan

" Killing Deputy Marshal

and Weaver’'s 14-year-old son, Samuel.
Vicki Weaver was killed the next day.

The ATF informant, Kenneth Fade-
ley, Friday denied luring Weaver into -
crime. “I did not at any time coerce,
bribe, or sway Mr. Weaver into doinga
criminal act,” he told the Senate panel,

But senators continued to press Ma-
gaw about whether Weaver was set up,
resulting in a heated exchange in which
an’ impassioned Magaw sald be be-
lleved his agents.

“I do not belleve Weaver,” he said. - -
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