
............•.... 
' ·' 

IV. C. 1. 

EVOLUTION OF THE WAR 

U. S. PROGRAMS ll1 SOUTH VIETNAM, 
NOV 1963 - APR 1965 

NSAM 273 - NSAM 288 

.. 

~-.~, ': :o;;;;;; 

.. 



ITED STATES · VIETNAM RELATIONS 
1945 . 1967 

rv.c.1. 

EVOLUTION OF THE WAR 

U. S. PROGRJll•lS IN SOUTH VIETNAM, 
NOV 1963 - APR 1965 

NSAM 273 - NSAM 288 

GPo r3ook \} ~3 - 2 ·· ~~ 



.. : ... • ...........•.. ... ... .. . . . . . . . . ;~ · .. : ....... : .. :-:-.. :-::::-:-.-::·.·:. ·::·. :::::::: .. : ... ;.... :. ;, ·. ~: ;; ' . ·.:; ;, ;:. ::. ·: .. 

_____ _.,; ____ _.:-- ~·--~---- -.. -.... 
..-.~ ··------

IV.C.l. FOOTNOTES 
· .. .-.-. 

l. ·White House Stat~ent to the Press; 2 October 1963 

2. National Security Action J·!e:morandUI:l 273, 26 November 1963 (TS) 

3. Ibid. 

4. reid. 

5· Ibid. 

6. Secretary Robert S. !-Ic17amar_a i\~emo:rc.ndll:W for the President. 
"Report o:f the l·lciiamua-Taylor l•Iission to South Vietna.'il, 
2 October 1963 (TS) 

7· Ibid. 

8. Chairman; JCS J.:ax-,1ell Tayler Letter to President i\go Dinh DieJ:i, 
30 Se~t~~er 1953 - . 

. 9· Ibid. 

10.. Secretary of Defem:e Robert S. 1-lcl:a.'Ila:ra Testil::cny Regarding the 
Situation in So~t;, Vietnam Before the II::>use Co ··•jttee on Foreign 

.- Affairs (:Ezecutive Session), not subseguently published, 8 October 
1963. (s). · 

1,1. Secretary of D:fense Rob~;rt S. J.i~en<.ra Test:iJ::ony cin Authorization 
Bill for Fiscal 15-65 Before tte hov.se C=ittee .on .Armed Se:rvices 
(Executive Session), 27 and 29 January. 1964 (s) .· 

12. Ibid. 

13. Ibid • 

. .. 14. Ro5e.I> Hils::!a.!'l, To l·:ove a !<e.tion (:Ne~> York: Doubledey and Co., 
1957)' p. 502 

15. 

·, 
' 

"Critical J.nalysis of Halb~rsta.'" Article, 11 in Secretti'y of Defe:J.se 
Bri~fing :aooJ,, 16 (?) August 1963 ( S) 

16. "History o~ Hcr !n Vie:tnE.rJ., 1961-63," in Secr·3tC-.~" of Defense 
Briefi:1g Boo}: (septcnber :!.963) 

17. Ibid. 

18. 11 Seco!;G. Info::r~!;l.l J.pp!"eciation of' the ·strz.tet:;_i.:: !-!~:Llt:t Prot:;r..n," 
1 Se~ta.'::>er 1>63 ( S) 

-· ·- ----. 

l2J 

, .............. . 



19. 

20. ttS~El..ry of Special i·leetL'Tlg 0:1 the R~':Jublic 
!:leadquuters," 20 T·:ovu"';lber 1963 (TS) 

of Vietne:m, CINCPAC 

21. Secre~u-j." of Defe:1se ller:orandt.!m fo!" the Presid~nt, SuUject_: .n1~:eet
ing ;;ith _A_rr;oe>.ssador :Loclge," 23 r-;ovenber 1963 (TS) 

22. Drz.ft r-!cr.:orandt:m to the Preside;1t on St<?,tus of Actions Under 
IVSA.M-273, attached to r:e!ioraniurr1 from Assistant Sec:!"'etary of State 
for F~r Eastern Affairs, Departnent of State, to Secretary of 
State: Director CI.A., a_l')d Secreta!"y of· Defense, anC.. P~~-:-,:,nist:-ator · .. A.!JJ; 
to serve as a basis of discussion at a meetin5 at 3:00 ~.m., 
6 Decen':l<=r 1963 (~·s) 

23. Errc~assy Saigon nes$age 1122, to Secreta..7 of State, 7 Decsber 1$63 
(S-Lil-!DIS) . 

211. Assista11t Secretu·y cf Defense/ISA t-:sorand= to the De:_:>uty Secre- · 
tary of Dcfer..se, Su~ject; '13iti.:.$.tion in Vietrrm," 11

· !~o .. I-:29135/63, 
17 Decsber 1~63, _signed by ~-cl!ni:ro.l :Slouin (S) 

25. Back-U-=' Book for Secl"etary of Defense Saigon Trip, 18-20 Deceml)e!' 
1963 (Ts) 

26. ·-OSD ~esssge DE?-9493?.2-to Cil~CPAC~ 21 Decem'ber -l$63_ (TS) 

- 27. Secretc.ry of Defense J.:=o:randurr, for tne President, Subject: "Trip 
to South Vietnam," 21 December 1963 {TS) 

28. Remks of the Secretary of Defense at th-e iTnite House, 21 December 
·1963. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

CIA Director John l,:ccone l·leJnon_'1c.u:n for the Secretery of Defer..se; 
23 Decer.1ber 1963 (TS) . 

CIA Director cTor~'l EcCone Letter to the Secretary of Defense, 
7 Jnn=y 1964 (TS) 

• CIA Direct-or· Joh!l l-!cCone Let-ter t-o the Secretary of Defense, 
9 S:m~'.ry 1964 (TS) 

Secret~ry of .Defense Letter to CIA Director Jolm 1-\cCone, 16 Janu~; 
1SS4 (:-s) 

\·!illicm :E. Colby. Dt·pt.:ty Direc·~or/?l~n~, CIA !::;:.;.1o=a.."'l5.~ for Secre
t"--"y of !iefense, et-.2.1., su-:.Jjcct: "Ir..itial Re:;:>ort of CAS G-rou;::> 
Fin~:l!".C:,!; in Sout:1 iiiet!!::.-"':1," lO ?eb:r.t~~.ry lS$4 (B) 

122 . 

. . 

·: .. :::. 

:· .•. :··· 



-·· 

I 
'· 

34. }~CV mess~ge 665, to T6y1or, 21 Febrll2-~· 1964 (TS) 

35. Secretar; of Defense Robert S. ;,;cl-~2:rn:o.r,a Testinony Before the Hou~e 
Armed Services Co;:::nittee (Executive Session), 27 Januo.:::-y 196l1 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39-

Embassy Saieon nessage 1345, 20 January 1964, 8:00 p.m. Cc7 
Embassy Saigon message 1408, 23 January 1964 (u) 

CAS,So.ie;ori message, 23 January 1964 (no nesse~e number availe.ble) 

Embassy Sc:igon messB.ge 1431, 29 January 1964, 8: 0:) p.n. (TS-l:CDIS) 

40. Et::l.bo.ssy S2.igo:J l!'essage 1l~~5, 30 January 1964, 3:15 a.m. (TS); see. 
also messa~es 1408, 1431, 2nd 1~32, o:p. cit. 

41. Embassy Saigon :message 1456, 1 February 1964 (E·) 

·. 42. Embassy Saigon Airgtam 455, 2 February 196l1 (s) 

43. Ibid. 

44. Ibid. 

45. Ibid. 

46 •. Embassy Saigon mcsso..ge 1523, 9 FebrUE.IJ'" 1964 (s) 

47. ~l.ter Elder, Executi-,e Assistant to Director CIA J.!E!:lorandu:n f'o:::
.the Secretary of Defe..."lse, Subject; "A;;r;>raise.l o: the Conduct of 
the War in Vietm:m, "10 Februe.ry 196<1 (s); <l.e Silva/Kirkp:trick 
evaluation att::.c!led. · 

t ... 
48. Ibid. 

49. SNIE 50-64, "Short-Tel~ Pruspects in Southeast As~a," l2·FebruarJ· 
1964 (TS) 

50. Assistant Secre-tary c-f Str..te/F<.r Ee.:rt, Roger Rilsman 1-ie::~orc.ndUlll · · 
for the Secreta.""Y of State, 14 £.:arch lS-54 (TS) 

. ·51. Chairnan, JCS r-iemor~"ld<llll for the Secretary of Dc::feni:e, JCS!?.-146-54,. 
18 Febru~y 15-6l1 ("I:S-S3l::SITIVi'::) 

52. JCS, SACSA r.~er..:ormC."Lun fer ·~.:.he Sccret~:s.."y of Dc:ensr;:, Subject: 
"A · 1 ~ t• S · • · · · ""r.' " 3 l' · ·on · ~ ' ppraJ . .:.2.. o~ :1e :L~u.:.~c:;.on :;.n :su .. , ·~arcn 1.,;..~, l.n ~ecre~ary 
of D~fcnse Tri; Boo?. (T3) 

J.23 

· .. 

. ; 



...... ,. ············ ·;·::· ..... ,,:: . 

. -·-.---·--'-- ----· ---·-- ..... 

55- Joint State/Defense message, State's 
25 February 1964, 8:35 p.m. (s) · 

56. Ibid. 

57. Ibid. 

1307 to' Er.:':Jassy Saigon, 
. I 

58. Eobassy Saigon message 1744, 13 Narch 1964 ( s) 

59. H.SJ.!-1 273, op. cit. 

60. National Security Action J.Je:norandu:n 288, 17 Ilc.r::h 1)-64 (TS) 

61. Ibid. 

62. Ibid. 

63. 

64. 

. '5 0 • 

66. 

Ibid. 

Ibid • 

White House Statement to the Press, 17 Narch 1964 

Sbte De-;,artnent message 11~62 to Saigon and Others, 18·l.;arch 1964 
.(TB:-LD>IDIS) 

. .. 

ChaL'"Dla."1, JCS 1-ie::::norandll!:l for the Secretu-y of Defense, JCS:.·l-222-61:., 
14 l-Inrch 1964 ( TS) 

68. 

69. 

70. 

n. 
72. 

. 73. 

State Departnent message ·14.90. to Saigon,· 20 l~arch 1964 ( s). 

Embassy. Saigo~ message lBSO, 1 Apri1.1964 .(s) 

T'iles.e and other d::.ta concerni.!1fl the progress or lEek thereof on 
the NSA}l-283 :c.ee.su::es during this perio;l are tar.en fro:m ccm:.?ila
tion.s included in "Hid-!l.ay Saic;on.Briefing.Book." 

Embassy Saig~n ~essa;e 20;11; 30 Apr~ i954 (s) . 
• 

Embassy S?.igon mess.ages 1889, 2 April 1964; 1899, 3 April 1964; 
2oaa · ?Q ''"r' 1 1 «o4 • •·n' ?112 4 "'Y 19n ;I' :.J ~a._-· ..L ~·.;.' ' ....,._ 0.. --- ' J.'•'- 0£+ 

75. · Jcint Sbte-Defe;:!se-AID nessc:;e 1505, 23 io6ay 1)54 

70. 
-·-·-

. 12h 

··.'" 

- . 

, ....... . 
;, ·. '-' ~ : .. . 

;;;;;;;;;;;;;·, 

:::; ...... 
i. ........... . 

r:·:-:· 
t::::::·:-::·· 
:·.·::.·:::.~·:.·.· 

!·.~:;;;;;;;;;: 
. r-:····---- . 

.k"""-·:•: 
· .. F-~~-~-~<-~-:::.-:-:·:· 

•:;;:·.·-·:::;:; 
•",.\.--------"" 
. · .. ;.: ......... 

r::::::::::· . ............ . 

• ............ . 
.............. 

- . 
........ -.. 



., 
'• 

77. ~i\ CV asg to JCS DIG 070T25l·:C.y64 . . 
"-' :·. 

. -. 

78. Hid-!,::;.y Saigon briefing book, op. cit,. . 

79. Ibid. 

80. 

81. 

Saigon J.lid-!·:C.y briefing book; Report of General Earle G. 1ofneeler, 
Chief of Staff, USA on visit to the Republic of Vietn= representing 
.the SecD~f and the JCS, 15-20 April 1964 (TS). 

W. P. llunciy, ;.:= for the Reco:rd, Subject: "Discussion of Possible j 
Extended Action in Relation to Vietne.m," 27 April 1964 (TS). . . 

82. Mid-l·hy Sair;on briefing book. ·. : .··· 

83. fubassY Saigon msg 2108, 4 J.;ay 1964. (TS). · 

84. Department of State msg 1838, :from the Secretary 5 l·lay 1964, Flash 
(TS); Embassy.Saigon asg 2108, 4 Yzy 19~ (TS). 

See the Tasl~ Force Paper IV. C. 5. 
Pressures Against north Vietna:n: 
June 1964," (TS/S:msitive). 

"Evolution of the 1olar ,· Hili ta:r.r 
Action and D~bate, Febnary to 

' 

.86. OSD ~:~;g Def 966914 4 Nay 1964 (S). 

87. · 1-lid-l·lay S!l.igon briefing book: 

88 • .' J.lemo :for the Record, Subject: "U.S. fubassy llriefin.g, Saigon 12 
Nay 1964;" by.LCol {ftidney B.JBerry, [irJ USA (S). 

89. .Memo for tbe Record, Subject: "SecD~:f-Cmros:.lACV Meeting, 1430-1745, 
12 !·lay 1964," br Col. Charles Hount, USA (s). · · 

90. :Memo :for the Recorcl, Subject: "Secfuf-COl·i.US:.tt,.CV Conference, 0900-
·1300, 13 May 196!;," .by Col. Charles lolount, USA. (s). 

91. Ibid. . . . ~ --· ·. : .- ·, 
. . . 

92· Second SecD~f-l·l4CY Co!'..:ference neport, l~6;C J01-3B49, 14 !·lay 1964 (TS). 

·:;;:o;·.·.·;;:;. 

:.·::::.·:::.·.·;. . :··· .- .•:::·· 

93· Heme for" the Record, Subject: "SecD~f D~cisions; Saigon, 13 Hay 1964," 
by Sidney B. Ber1.:,, Jr.; LCo1, US.ll (S). ·.·. . 

94. :Et:,bas sy Sa~:go!l r:sg 2203, 14 lhy 1964 ( S) • 

95. 'state D~p:.rt:::::mt n;sg 2007, 26 J.::.y 1964 (TS-NODIS). 

.. : 

125 .. 

.. ..... 



·. 

,. 

1 

97. Bacl:up boo!~ for Honolulu Conference on 30 l·!sy 1964 (TS). 

98. JCS osg 2625-64, Taylor to Felt and Rarr.ins,· 28 E3.y 1954 (TS). 

99· _jrch-up book fer Honol~u Coni'ercn~e on '3o }!sy 1954 (TS). 

100 •. "Proposed Actions in Political Problem A-r-e2.s in Vict!l~," in 
llriefin-:: Book for Hoi'iolulu Conference, 30 M•y ~954 (TS). 

101. De:ps.rtoznt of State ~g 2184, 5 June 1964 (s). 

102, J.lcG~ore;e Bundy 1-le.'l:ore.ndu:n for the Secretary of Defen,se and Secretary 
of State, 15 JU . .''le 1961:, ;,'ith s:b: enclosures (TS). · ~- · · 

1.03. Ibid, e:::.closure l. 

· · lo4. roid, enclosure 2. 

105. Embassy Saigon msg DIG 0Tl010Z-Jul6l~ (C); t;,.nut:.bered E::ib?.ssy Saigon 
1:1sg, 8 July 1964, SE.l!. Cable Files - June-July_ 19£4. 

106. State Dep"-!'ti:!ent z;;g 108, for the A!rbassador fro:n the President, 
10 July 1954, 8:20 p.::!!. (S). -

107. Embassy Saigon msgs 109 and 108, 15 July 1964 (S). 

108. See T=:.sk Force Paper TV.C. :pp. 32-33· 

109. CIA Saigon I:lSg 35011~, 24 J:U,y 1964 (s)·. 

llO. · Er::l•assy S?.igon I:lSg 203, 24 July 1961~ (S). 
. 

lll. Em'bassy Saie;on msgs 215, 24 July 1964 (TS); and 232, 27 J<;UY 1954 (TS). 

-• 112. Embassy Saigon msg 213, 25.July 1954 ('!'S). 

113 •.. Embassy Sa.ie;on I!!Sg 377, to State for the Presiden-t~ DI'G l01407ZI\.ue;64 
· (S EXDIS).. , . 

J.l4. C01·:0SW,CV I:ISG to DIA 8,5lf21 DTG 221105ZA.ugE4 (S) •.. 

115. Shs:plert, Robert, Tne Lost Revolvtion, (New York, 1965); pp. 268-270. 

116. Shaplen, op.cit., p:p. 268-270. 

117. Sai~;oi:t E:;e; 393, 120735Z.-\ug64 (s). 

us':·. Shaplen, ~.cit.' :p. 271. 

119. State ~p:ll"tEent =g 439, 1~· Au~ 19(-4 (TS). 

120. 'E:'.Wa:;cy Saigon nsg lf65., 18 Aus 1964 (TS) .. 

" . -~ . 
126 

.... -

., 

· . . , 

:::::;;;;.·;;;; .............. 
::::::::::::·: . 
;,-:::::::::::::. 
!;············· 
:·.;;:;;::::;;;; 

~=:::; · ........ ; ; :; 

,!:::::::::::::: 

::::::::::::;:;. 

. . ; :;;·,·;;;;;· 

,, ::::::·: ..... 
··::::-:-.-:-:.: .. _·;: 

... 
····· 



................. . ....... •..... .. .............................. . .. . . 

( 121. 

122. 

123. 

124 •. 

125.· 

126. 

·127. 

128 .. 

135· 

. 136. 

137. 

138. 

139· 

State Depa:rt::aent !C.SB 481, 20 Au;s 1964, 4:02 p.t::. 

Sh~.plen, op.cit., pp. 271-2(2. ,, ---
Ibid.' pp. 272-275· 

Ibid.' pp. 275-278. 

IV.C. p. 41. 

Shaplen, on. cit. ---
~bassy Saigon msg 768, 6 Sep 1964 ( TS -NODIS) . 

1·1e!rlo fro:n AASD/IS..~. Peter Sol'oert 
"Rl>JID Study on South Vietnaw.". 

NSAl·l 314, 10 Se;p 1954 ( 'I'S). 

Shaplen, op.cit., pp. 286-289. 

to Se::Def I-13, 

Embassy Saigon ~g 1035, 6 Oct 1964 (TS-EXDIS). 

Shaplen, ~.cit., pp. 291-292. 

(s). 

343/62; Subject: 

CO:.JUS:-iil.CV l·le:no:randum for An'basse.dor Taylor; S..:.bject: "Asses:;:Je.nt 
of the Hilitary Situation," 24 Nov 1964, K4.C:v J01 (s). ' 

Secret.ary of Defen.~e l·leoorandu~ to the Cbe.iiT'...an, JCS, 13 ,Tan 1955 
ASD/ISA Nemorand= to the Secret<..--y of Defense, ll Jan 1965; 

. 'JCS!t. 1o47-64, 17 .Dec 1964 (S). . ·· . 

JCS 2343/499, 3 Dec 1954 (TS); "Note b~· t.he Secrc~ry of the JCS on 
. ,Ambassador Taylor's Visit, E:::tclosinc; Draft I:c.structions, etc." 

Shaplen, 2E.cit., pp. 290-296. · 

DJS:•!-744-65,·Nemorand= for the. Secretary of Defense, 26 June 1955 (s). 

Saigon msg of 7 ~le.r ·1965, ".A.~asse.dor Taylor is Anslysis of the Overall ' 
Situation in Vie'~n=", inc1uted in General Johllscns' "Re_ilort on 
Survey of the l•!ilitary Situation in Viet.!l~J!l~, Tc.b t .. (s) . 

• 
Ee:no~·e.ndUI:l for the .S2crete.ry of Ik:fcDse, C.JCS,. C!W, CS/US!J', 
Co=n:b.Ilt, USl'.C frc:a G<:neral H. K. Jo~mso:c., CS/USA; "Re:;:.-vr';; on 

:Survey of the l·lilitary Situ?.tion in V:i.c·~n:J.m, n 14 Har 1965 (S). 

':1.40. HQUs;I:A.CV: Honthly E·;c.lua.'~ion Report, l·!:~rch J 05 ( S). 

].I;].. Daptel 2065 I;:;:o!~diate to Saigou, 21; J.l:;.r 196;: (S/LTI·IDIS). ·. 

127 

. ........ 
•·· 

. I"' ......... 
1:::.······ 
! .... , ...... 

L 
. :· .. ::::.::::.:.· 

!·:·:-..... 
I'" 

c:·::·· .. ···· 
!"''·'• 
l: .......... . 

!'.'.'.'.''.''.'.'.': 
f·:·:" ~! ·:·:··: .' .' 
::::::::::::.·. 

. :·::·· 
, . 
.............. 

. ............. ~·-.··· 

: ~:. ::.. . . 



.,--.,, . 

' ..___; 

. , .. . .. '. 

142. Ibid. Aithoush this !lessa,:e precl.'itcs ·the Taylor n-"r.o of 31 !·larch, 
it is belie·;ed to be, if not identical, s1.<l:st~.nthlly the sa.<Je, 
becaUse the available copy of it indiCates -:r-at extro. copies fc;>r 
in:fom~tion were ·sent out to other officialE:. ac late az 14 April. 

143. Unsigned 1-Tni te House memo - Subject: "Key Ele.ments for· Di~cussion 
Thursday, April 1 at 5:30p.m.", April 1, 1965 (TS). Probably 
.prepared by M~George Bundy. 

144. NSAH 328, 6 April 1965 (TS)~ 

145. Hell!Oranc'l.ul:l for the Secreta::-ies of State <>.nd Defense, the Special 
Assistant to the President for liatior.al Scct:Xity Affairs; an6. 
Ambassador J.:e.xwel1 D .. Taylor, 2 April 1965, from the Director of CIA, 
John A. · l·icCo::le . 

146. 

148. 

150. 

151. 

fubassy Saigon ::lsg 3359 to SecState for the President -pric-rity 
13 Apr ·1965 (TS-NODIS). . . 

Daptel 2332, 15 Apr 1965, 3:46 p.m., (TS-NODIS) •. 

Joint State-Defense msg.00919;, DrG l52339~\pril65 (TS-L]}IDIS). 
' . 

Deps.rtmcnt of the P:rrrry msg to CO~·IDS:M.CV (info for E:J;'oassy-Saigon), 
DTG l61459~~pr65 (TS). 

Embassy Saigon :c:sg 3h9, Ambassador Taylor to NcGeorge Bundy, 17 . 
April 1965 (TS-170DIS). . 

E:!!bassy · Saigon l!!Sg_ 3421 
· (TS-NODIS): 

to State for NcGeorge Bundy, 17Apr 1965 

. · .. ·· 

.152· E:!!bassy Saigon msg 3423 
immediate (TS-ZXDIS). 

to SecState (in t1ro sections) 17 Apr 1965 

153· ~assy Saigon msg 3432, 17 Apr 1965 (TS). 

... 

• 

-.. 

..· .. ·.· .. 

.::·.·.·.·;;;;::· 

!::.·::.·.-.·.·:.·.·. 

·;.·.·.~:::.;; . 

.... ;:.·::.·: 

t··. ······· 
.·.·;:;;;;,•;, 

1.: i ...... . 

f .·········-·.·.·. 

. . ·.·:::;;;";7.';". 

·!············· li~!{\(!fff 

l
i :::::~~; 

·:·--····""'' 

. ........... .. 

::;;;:;:;:;:: 

.:-.:.:;;;;;;;;;; 

::::::. :::;:::. 

::::;::;::..;::: 

:::. ·.~:::-~-: ·: -::-: 


