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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE
PRES 1DENT.
Attached is a first (rough) cut of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff concept of possible targets in
North Korea which might be struck in retaliation for
the shoot down of our ECM aircraft, General . :
Wheeler realizes this by no means represents a ——
completed tactical command plan, -
{ have discussed our planned approach with the .
President this evening and he has approved our I
moving three carriers north from Vietnam, These *
will start tonight and are seventy-two hours eway.
’ For tomorrow, General Wheeler will give in very '
N broad terms to the NSC, the various optlons as .
o we see them. After the NSC, we will be prepared L
i' to discuss with the President, 8ill Rogers and . -
! you specific detalls and.recommendat!ons. o
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Lies .o

o (n) Yonsan A¥ (39-09N - 127-20E) ~ 6,600'/4,000' con-..
"... erete runways. Kain structures: oontrol, 2 hangers, 3 admin, 8
. maint, 8 warehouses, 14 storages, 50 aupport, 120 barracks, 3 FOL

- tanks, Jet light bomber/fighter capability. One.of three major
‘fighter bases on east coast of North Korea. Southernmost fighter
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Subject: Air Strikes Against .North Korean Targets
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BACKGROUND = The Assistant for National Security Affairs has

requested that an appraisal of an air strike’ against a Norih Korean
target in response to destruction of. the US EC-121 be prepared for
consideration by the President on 16 April 1969. y ’

L eoscussmN - An air strike against a North Korean target in response

e shootdown of the US EC-121 could be conducted by either land-
based aircralt, carrier aireraft or a combination thereof. Zach
offers certain advantages/disadvantages. The following plans pro-

v vide for separate land-based or carrier-based aireraft attacks.

a. Plan for Carrier-bagsed Air Attack '
(1) Targets Recommended: o ~.

(N

base on the Bast Coast. 2AM E of Wonsan.:

. {b) §ﬁn Dong Ni (Sondok A¥) 1;9-&#1@ - 121-2g§) - 6,500
<7 conorete ‘runway. n structures: occntrol, 5 admin, maint, 1%
... barracks, 37 support, 19 PQL tanks. Jet light bomber/fighter capa-

“iee w0 DIlity. T Only fighter base in Hungnam area. 34 NM N of Wonsan.

"1, eative. The objeotive of conducting air

.- *7 .strikes against selected significant military targets in North Koree

would be to disrupt the military postube of North Xorea and to

© inpose a penalty on the cormunist leadership for its act of aggres-
-sion against the United States. - : L

.

2. Advantages: . .
:g. ALr strikes 'aka:lnst significant military

. ‘targets in North Korea will indicate to tne Communist Blo¢ that vhe
'United States wil) not tolerate acts of aggrassion against I3 forces

in international waters and airspace.
’ F] -
. b. Positive end deliberate response by the Unite
States to an act of aggression will indicate the resolve of the
United sutel to take megsured punitivd action against an aggressor.

p i &. Targets are of h‘military rature anc thelr
disruption and destruction would reduce the military capabilities

of North Korea to support military operations sgainst US and ROX
forces in South Kore:. 8ry opernt . o

‘ : 4. The sudden snd sharp impact of zir sTrikes
perzits & measured response without prolonged engagemens with yhg

- enelmy and ‘emphasizes the punitive nagure of the act.

Disadvantages - US air strikes against selected

- hilitary targets ;';x orgh Xorea will be a deliberate .act ol war.
-dorth Xorea may respond vy launching attacks against US/ROX forces.




' .
- A&, Yest Copst targets not selected Lecause: _
o a. concentranion of NX SA¥s are on vest coast.
b. Hizher risk of canrrontation with CHIGOMS ir

we operate rrom Yellow Sea.
i

R

' . Task Forge oparaeions trom Saa of Japan would
rtquire undesirablc ovorrlight of Soucn Korea. . .

i (2) Porces available: : Vﬁﬁ:’th-j'. .;..j' RO

X (a) o8 ENTERPRISE (cvad-65) T
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‘ h:‘:.kzu':“;ﬂ‘-éfi'f ‘(e) Bquivalent surrano ooﬁbat anﬂ support shipa. AI

' 433&033.@..?_1»_@ EECTE

i - (=) .US8 KITTY nmz - aa hours

e (b) USS'ENTERPRISE - 72 hours. )

" (0):USS RANGER - 72" hours A
_+(8) USS HORNET - 72 bours - ' .

(e) Surface eonbat ships will react uith cva's as
Attaek carrier Task Force. .

Concept of Onerations - Hove 3 CVA'a to position 35 ~00%
130-30E m seW%aTn‘.“‘—-

" (a) Following Courses of Aeticn ave keyed to reaction
tine or naval forces:

) 1, 48 hours - (Navy only) = Nignt attack against
.. Mondan AP with 9 mmmm HAWK

- Combined tactical USN/USAY day and
" night strike: agaimtT-—'g'onun AP and aonuou AF for' 12 nours.

! .o ;- 2 hours - Combined tactical USN/USAT day and
hight strikes against Wonsar an AP and Soadok AF for 32 hours,

P




<A Ir single strs.lce prermed reoomend amzle
" night- Havy strike against Wonsan AF.

iu If moximum destruction 1s preferred, reco‘-ar.end-
. ocombined tactical USN/USAF day and nighr. strikes against Wonaan A? .
‘and Sondok AP for 12 hour period. .

(5) Bffect on SEA Operations - Redeploymenr. of 3.CVA to
.. ", @& northern position w ave minino :mnediate eft'ect on SEA
‘ oporatione. ’

D Plan for Lanﬁ-based Air Attack

- (1) Target Rec énd - Sondok AP - Deecnpuon md objec-
tivn same aa ) 1. above. ' N

(2) Mvmtages'
" ey Away from any major popuueion center,

(b) Significant NK base’

DECLASS'F'ED JAN 0 9;’;1 od (c) Lower SAM/AAR defenses .tha.n in Westem NK o
ﬁgﬂoﬂntgcggs}isggdm QW, WHS {d}-On eoaat. anotrs low level, over mster approach

5 {e) Further nort.h than Wonsan  °

(3} Plan of Attack ~ Alternate I
' (l) Alvernate I

hi' Use 60 tactical righter aiveralt (12 p-ms. HS
-;M 4, hi-lo- attack mounted from Kadom 4B, Ok:lnawa risht afser
!?l 1¢ht. Reoovory at om.mwa.

2, ﬂoquires 1 Kc-l nnkers for ce-atrike and
mrscncv post-strike support.s 35 d

»

L 3_ Porces gcneraued tron 12 F=105 at Okinawa. 38
RN . Pty from Yokota and Misawa; 9. F-ks from Teegn and 4R-UCs from Osan.

Replace 13 P-ls .fro. - - -
ror-pne b“““ ! n Korea wn'.h P 102/'1’I 1088 from Okinaws on & one

T v u Requires 36 houra to prevare &nd repositim |
tox-cea» prior to launch. Em-om:e time uould be 2 1/2 hours.

(b) Alternnte 11

M-‘Sa airecraft on hi=-lo=hi mission

'°“"t°d n' om Bu’am Jult xzrﬁ.or to first Xight. Recovery at Ouen.

2. Requiros one tanker..per 8—52 for pre-stirixe
rerusel,ing support “drawn from SEA tanker resourcea at Y-Tapao. )
ng on Monber of DEAS
laur 3. Bequires é hours parat:.on ?:lre ;)moz- to
&lﬂ:lch. Enroute tim would be approximately 5 1/2 hours. :

E8) Miritavy udgment of erroee on SEA retions:
' (a) Altemte I: Except for minimsl degredatior of

tanker support for air operations in BARRELL nou/s'fz.... :."'GER .
oy mmgrtcct on SBA air opcgationa. P

. " (b) Alternate II:- wn 2 ARG LIGHT sorti
' in SEA for a 24-hour: period Py (e.wl- ? es
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(5) tective Mcasures in Event of NK Retaliation Areinst

(a) A1l US/ROK fories in-ROX to be placed on alert,
including covert attainment of DEFCON 3 at launch of strike force
and overt DEPCON one et TOT. -~ . ° ) ’ '

(b) Maintain SIOP alert throughout WESTEAC.

at ot (s) Place AP forces in Japan end Okinawa on DEFCON 3

..

‘ ~ A North Korean response, ranging from retaliatory strike
‘againet launch carriers/airfields to raopening of hostilitlea
along the DMZ, can be anticipated. The moat 1ikely responses are:

BN 1 Vi;oroua.detense'neaaurgs agaiﬁ;t-us attack and possible

. ::E:ﬁrtne, air’and -guided missile boat attacks against. US surface
it ’ : g

; b.'Attaeka against Scuth Korean airfields.

i el Intense actions along the DMZ.

1 . - ’ . ) .
. . -~ No direet Chinese Communist interfereénce is expected,
lggyhpfgegp_pygitieul attaoks on the United States are likely. :

= Boviet air and naval forces can be expected to
. maintain close .surveillance of US operations. Prompt propaganda
- Attacks against US actions are also likely. Soviet material .

il y

t'to North Korea would probably be increased. .

b

~ US foroes must be prepared to take protective measures
against retaliatory North Karea strikes. The organic air defense
gaplbility of the carrier force is adequate for proteotion of that
dorce. All US forces in Korga should be placed in readiness for
D;tense &gainst-North Korean reopening of 'hostilities along the
Z and/or retaliatory attacks against ROK airfields, -

- It 1s recommended that the chairman; Joint Chiefs
» use the foregoing in discussing this subject befere—tis
-1} a.,cpﬂpvt-_s . . -
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