2 002/003

) mm mwvy 1L, NS TAR 2u2zenaisd
EDOLFMUS TOWNS, NEW YORK DARRELL E. (5S4, CALIFORNIA
CHAIRMAN RANKING MINORITY MEMBER

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS

Congress of the WUnited States

Bouge of Representatives

COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND ‘GOVERNMENT REFORM
2157 Raveusn House Orrice Buome
WasHingTon, DC 2065158143

Mafority {202) 225-505)
Minority {203) 226-6074

January 22, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

United States Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Today, with our colleagues in the Senate, we are releasing the most recent Government
Accourstability Office (GAQ) listing of the federal government’s high risk areas. GAQ has
issued this product at the start of every new Congress since 1990. As has been the case in many
past editions, the Department of Defense (DOD) is, unfortunately, well represented.

This year's report describes cight areas in DOD operations that are at high risk of fraud,
waste, sbuse, and mismanagement and scven others for which DOD shares responsibility. More
than half of the arcas GAO has identified involve DOD, Many of these areas have been on the

* list for almost two decades.

With the country facing its most serious financial and economic problems in decades and
fighting two wars overseas, we cannot afford for the Department 10 get less than the maximum
vajue from the resources the Congress and the American taxpayer provide it. The risks DOD -
faces cut across most areas of its operations and include DOD’s longstanding inability to deliver
its major weapon system acquisitions on time and at promised costs and capabilities, modemnize
its business systems, protect critical technelogies, and manage its contracts, its supply chain, its
property and its people, among others.

1?1e Oversight and Government Reform Committee intends to make DOD’s high risk
areas a significant focus of its oversight agenda. Accordingly, we request that you mest with us
at your earliest possible convenience to discuss why the Department has not been able to resolve
these serious and costly problems, and to discuss a concrete plan with specific time frames to
implement GAOQ's recommendations. Waste and mismanagement in the Department reduce the
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much needed support ous military needs to effectively carry out its xmssxon. We lgok forward to
the discussion with the spirit of cooperation that will be needed to achieve lasting improvements.

Sincerely,

g e N
Edolphus*Towns Darrell E. Issa
Chairman Ranking Member



Congress of the Enited States

Wiaghington, BL 20510
January 30, 2009
The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000
Dear Secretary Gates:

We write regarding the OMB Circular A-76 review of installation management functions
under the Defense Logistics Agency Enterprise Support organization (DES). It is our
understanding that the Department of Defense’s Competitive Sourcing Official is
disinclined to approve a request by the Defense Logistics Agency (DLA) to undertake an
internal re-engineering effort as an alternative means of ensuring workplace efficiency
and cost savings.

Upon reviewing the recent concerns raised by the General Accountability Office
regarding the level of savings achieved under OMB Circular A-76, and the information
provided 1o our offices regarding DLA’s alternate approach, it appears the latter offers a
visble alternative that would result in savings more quickly.

Given our mutual interest in ensuring the DES mission is accomplished in an efficient
and cost-effective manner, we respectfully request the Depariment to give all due
consideration to the internal re-engineering effort developed by DLA,

We look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

SD 01166-09
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February 3, 2009
The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301
Dear Secretary Gates,

I write to respectfully request your assistance in supporting efforts that I am
coordinating in the United States Congress to provide for greater infrastructure funding
for Guam in the economic stimulus package. Funding in this legislation is important to
improve critical water, wastewater, power, solid waste disposal and port infrastructure on
Guam.

A September 2008 Government Accountability Office (GAO) report entitled,
“Opportunily to Improve the Timeliness of Future Overseas Planning Reports and
Factors Affecting the Master Planning Effort for the Military Buildup on Guam” outlined
the need for suppoert of civilian infrastructure projects in order to facilitate and sustain the
military build-up on Guam. Moreover, officials in the Department of Defense (DoD) on
multiple occasions have indicated in testimony before Congress and public reports that
civilisn infrastructure on Guam needs improvement and that they will pursue
opportunities to assist the Government of Guam in meeting these needs. If funding is not
provided in the economic stimulus package that was requested by President Obama, the
timeframe for the military build-up will be compromised. The stimulus package is an
opportunity to spur sconomic and job growth as well as ensure that the military build-up
on Guam remains on schedule and is successfully executed.

Currently, the House-passed version of the stimulus bill, HR. 1, the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, does not contain funding that would address
Guam’s most critical infrastructure needs. However, the Senate substitute amendment to
H.R. 1 that is being debated on the Senate floor this week proposes funding in several
accounts that could address Guam’s infrastructure needs. In particular, Title XII contains
$5.5 billion in discretionary funding for the Secretary of Transportation to offer grants for
a varicty of national surface transportation system needs, including but not limited to,
port improvements. It also includes a mark of $62 million as a baseline for the Office of
Insular Affairs in the Department of the Interior for Capital Improvement Projects (CIF')
grants to the territories and report language specifically cites the needs of the Guam
military build-up as a reason for these funds. Both the House and Senate bills will need
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to be reconciled in a conference committee, While $62 million is a good mark, needs on
Guam require substantially more funds in order for the military build-up to progress on
time. We hope that you will agree with us that these funds are important, and that you
will communicate your support for increasing the appropriation to Congressional leaders.

In addition, as the DoD finalizes its plans for military construction in the
President’s Fiscal Year 2010 Budget, it is critical that civilian infrastructure on Guam is
enhanced to facilitate the military build-up. I would request that you work closely with
Senate and House leadership and conferees to impress upon them the importance of
flexible funding to Guam that will support its immediate critical infrastructure needs.

At this point in the process, ] am appealing to you to honor your commitments as
a partner in this military build-up process for Guam. Iask you to work with us in
achieving Chairman Skelton’s vision that what is good for the military must be good for
Guam. Towards this end, I recognize that this is a critical moment for you and other
DoD leaders to communicate directly to Senate and House appropriators in writing your
support for appropriating funds to meet civilian and joint infrastructure needs of Guam
through H.R. 1 and the forthcoming Fiscal Year 2010 appropriations process.

If you have any questions regarding this matter please have your staff contact
Matthew Herrmann, of my staff, at m_lmm@mm& or at 202-225-

/w

Member of Congress

1188.

Sincerely,

Enclosure: S. 336, American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009,
“Assistance to Territories” provision and report language

cc: The Hon. Donald C. Winter, Secretary of the Navy
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@ongress of the United States
HMashington, BE 20515

February 5, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Department of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary,

We write in support of Dr. Solomon Passy’s nomination for the position of Secretary
General of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). We respectfully request that the
United States lend its support to Dr, Passy during the diplomatic discussions to select
NATO’s next Secretary General as the currént term of Secretary General Japp de Hoop
Scheffer expires later this year.

We are informed that Prime Minister Sergey Stanishev of Bulgaria propose.d Dr.
Passy as a candidate for the Secretary General position during a meeting with Presideat Bush
on June 18, 2008.

For nearly two decades, Dr. Passy has demonstrated a clear vision and solid
leadership in international relations, particularly in regard to NATO. As a member of
Bulgaria’s parliament he authored legislation in 1990 to withdraw Bulgaria from the Warsaw
Pact and to join NATO and the European Union. That year, Dr. Passy also founded the '
Atlantic Club of Bulgaria, an NGO in Bulgaria to strongly support NATO membership. -
Years later, Dr. Passy’s vision was achieved when, while serving as Bulgaria’s Foreign
Minister, he negotiated and signed the two accession treaties that made Bulgaria a full
Member of NATO in 2004 and the EU in 2005.

International circumstances present a window of opportunity for advances in both
intra-European and transatlantic relations. We believe that the selection of a Secretary -
General from Bulgaria who is as superbly qualified as Dr. Passy, would strengthen ties
between NATO and the United States as well as serve the important cause of continued
European integration.

Thank you in advance for your kind consideration.

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER V mnmﬁilﬂlm“
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February 11, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Galm:

The National Security Personnel System (NSPS) of the Department of Defense (DOD)
made wholesale changes to the current federal employee system, resulting in widespread distrust -
and discontent within the ranks of the hundreds of thousands of dedicated DOD employees, both
among those who have been converted and those who have not yet been converted to NSPS.

Recent reports from both the Government Accountability Office and the Congressional
Budget Office highlight concerns over the cost of NSPS versus its benefits as well as the lack of
transparency in the new system and the negative impact on employees. Questions also have
arisen over the last minute issuance of regulations (in the final weeks of the Bush
Administration) which go beyond the intent of Congress when it enacted revisions to NSPS in
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008.

During the campaign, President Obama indicated that he would consider cither a repeal
of NSPS or its complete overhaul. Because it will take some time for a review and a

. determination of the best course of action to occur, we urge you to immediately halt the

Gl T flovs

conversion of any additional employees to NSPS at any level or any location until the
Administration and Congress can properly address the future of the Department’s personnel
system.

. We request a prompt response to this letter.

-
IKE SKELTON : SOLOMON P. ORTIZ
Chairman
House Armed Services Committee Readiness Subcommities

OSD 01545
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Congress of the WUnited States
Douse of Representatives
Washingtan, PC 20513

February 11, 2009

The Honorable Donald C. Winter
Secretary of the Navy

1000 Navy Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20350-1000

Decar Secretary Winter:

We write to express our concern regarding the significant cost overruns associated
with the VH-71 Presidential Helicopter Replacement Program. As you know, the
Department of Defense announced that the total acquisition cost is projected to increase
frem $6.5 billion to 811.2 billion, raising the cost per helicopter by 50 percent above the
original estimate. We respectfully requesl detailed information on this recent Nunn-
McCurdy breach, including various options to modify or re-open the contract for bidding,
as mandated in the FY2009 National Defense Authorization Act (P.L. 110-417).

We are very supportive of the Defense Department’s initiative to ensure that
programs are held accountable ta their prujected budgets and timelines. Secretary Gates
specifically mentioned the VH-71 as a “big ticket™ item experiencing contract or program
performance problems. Likewisc, President Obama noted that the program’s cost
represents, “a lot of money, even for Washington,” and promised to “take a close look at
it,” identifying this prog gram as emblematic “of some of the systematic problems we have
in Pentagon procurement.”

As you know, Lockheed Martin was awarded the contract without any experience
building helicopters, winning the contract over the incumbent contractor, Sikorsky.
Sikorsky has manufactured Marine One since President Eiscnhower first utilized
helicoptecs tor presidential transport in the 1950s. The company fulfitled these contracts
without exceeding the projected budget or failing to meet required timelines and
milestones. Sikorsky is a tested and proven prime contractor for the Marine One fleet.

In addition, Sikorsky maintains the most stringent security requirements for its Marine
One aircraft and facilities, with minimal reliance on foreign components and designs.

We therefore respectfully request a thorough report, coupled with a briefing, on
the development plans for this program, including an analysis of the potential advantages
of either rc-opening the contract for bidding or requiring split-production between
Lockheed Martin and the incumbent contractor. 'We believe that such an analysis of
alternatives will present a clear optiun for the Department of Defense to eventually
develep Marine One aireraft on lime and on budget.

FEB-15-2001 05:1@ 12222254220 % P.02
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Rep. Ross DeLauro

We thank you in advance for keeping us apprised of the Navy's decision-making
process and look forward to receiving a detailed report, as well as a briefing on the
matter, as soon as possible. Like you, we believe that there are few more sensitive and -
more important national security concerns than the safe transport of our nation's chief
executive. When the President travels on this aircraft, it becomes a critical information
node, with vital data coming in, and the most important decisions being meted out. We
hope that you will provide us with a workable plan for delivering the highest quality

aircrafl with the highest security standards. Our President and our nation deserve no less.

If you have any questions regarding this ot any other issue, please do not hesitate
to contact us or our staff: Lindsay George of Senator Dodd's office at (202) 224-1730 or
Dan Zeitlin of Representative DeLauro’s office at (202) 225-3661. Thank you for your
consideration,

~ Sincerely,

\

@s& l D/lo'-“'tf

ROSA L. DeLAURO
United States Representative

CHRISTOPHER J. DODD
United States Senator

JOHN B, LARSON
United States Representative

/ f
LA /""7’
CHRISTOPHER S. MERPHY

United States Representative

JOE COURTNEY
United States Representative

Ce:  The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Honorable John Young
Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics

Mr. Sean J. Stackley
Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Research, Development & Acquisition
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LINCOLN DAVIS COMMITTEES:
41r DISTRICT, TENNESSEE APPROFRIATIONS
SENIOR WHIP Rurat Dewstzmwigo%mﬁtmmsvmvm.
AND RELATED AGENGIES
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOPMENT
Conaress of the United States
Bouge of Representatives
Wagyington, DL 205154204
February 12, 2009
The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary
Department of Defense
1400 Defense Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301
Dear Secretary Gates:

First, let me congratulate you on the continuation of your service under the new administration. I
believe it to be a testament to your exceptional competence, common-sense approach, and devotion to
protecting and preserving the United States of America. At a time when we face a variety of foreign and
domestic challenges and threats, we are fortunate to have someone of your skill at the helm of the
Department of Defense,

I write today to respectfully request an update on implementation of funds already authorized
under H.R. 2638, the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing Appropriations Act,
2009, which was passed in the 110” Congress. Specifically, Section 8116 appropriates funds for the use
of special pay for members of the armed forces whose period of obligated service is extended, or whose
eligibility for retirement is suspended, due to the President's authority to extend such service or suspend
such retirement. This is commonly referred to as stop-loss authority and the increase is capped at five-
hundlted dollars per month. Under H.R. 2638, no funds ate to be allocated until the Secretary of Defense
submits a provisional plan for the distribution of such payments to the Committee on Appropriations. Jt
has recently been called to my attention by a constituent that these funds have not yet been allocated to
this group of soldiers.

As you know better than most, our soldiers and their families are making enormous sacrifices as
they continue to perform admirably. The toll of service is particularly difficult on the families of those
whose service is extended. I feel that the modest increase in pay for this group of dedicated setvice men
and women is just and equitable. Fully understanding the enormity of your responsibilities, I respectfully
urge your aftention to this matter. Thank you for any updates you may provide and for your commitment

to this great nation.
Sincerely,
Lincoln Davis : .
Member of Congress ' SD 01636-09
it Hil
410 Cannon House OFrce BuiLoing 629 NORTH MaIN STREET 477 NORTH CHANCERY STREET 1064 NORTH GATEWAY AVENUE 1804 CArmacKk BOULEVARD
WasHINGTON, DC 20515 JAMESTOWN, TN 38556 Surrg A-1 Rocxwaob, TN 37854 SuITE A
(202) 225-6831 {931) 879-2361 McMiNviLee, TN 37110 (B55) 354-3323 CoLumeia, TN 38401
Fax: {202) 226-5172 Fax: {931) 879-2389 (831) 473-7251 Fax: (865) 354-3316 (931)

. 490-8689
Fax: (931) 473-7259 Fax: (931} 490-867%
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Congress of the Wnited ﬁtattﬁ

Washington, BE 20515
Febmary 11, 2009
The Honorable Robert Gates
S
Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000
Dear Dr, Gates:

We are writing to express our strong support for the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye
program and request your consideration of a reprogramming of funds for Fiscal Year
2009. We are aware of significant undesired consequences for the E-2D program as a
result of the enacted funding levels for Fiscal Year 2009, and we urge your personal
attention to this issue.

. As you know, the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye program continues to perform
satisfactorily on both cost and schedule. Since enactment of the appropriations bill,_an
Operational Assessment has been completed and the program remains on track to receive
Milestone C approval in Spring 2009, After reviewing the final appropriated levels for
this program in Fiscal Year 2009, however, we are concerned that current funding will be
inadequate to sustain this program in transition from dsvelopment to low rate production.
We believe there are negative impacts to both the cost and delivery schedule of these
aircraft, '

Therefore, we request that you reprogram funds in Fiscal Year 2009 to support the
procurement of the third Low Rate Initial Production (LRIP) Lot I aircraft in Fiscal Year
2009, and provide advance procurement for the third Lot I aircraft in Fiscal Year 2010.
Furthermore, we urge you to ensure that the Fiscal Year 2010 request includes
procurement funding for all three LRIP Lot II aircraft.

We thank you for your consideration of this request, and we lodk forward to your
strong support for prioritizing reprogramming of Fiscal Year 2009 funding for the E-2D
program.

Sincerely,

ETER T. KING % —

Member of Chngress Member of Congress

OSD 01644-09
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
TIM H. or MICI-IABL A, ARCURI
Member of Congress ~ Member of Congress

cc:  The Honorable Donald Winter, Secretary of the Navy
ADM Gary Roughead, Chief of Naval Operations
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Congress of the Hnited States
Washivaton, ¢ 203

February 23, 2009

The Honorable Rabert M. Gates
Secretary of Defepse .

Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301 )

Dear Mr. Secretary:

We are writing 1o request that you promptly and fully distribute anthorized compensation to members of
our Armed Forces whose service has been extended by the Department of Defense's stop loss policy.

Over the past seven years, over 160,000 military personnel have had their service-duty contracts
extended due to stop loss arders. Today, there are over 12,000 soldiers in the active Army, Army Reserve and
Army National Guard who remain on active duty beyond their scheduled separation date as a result of stop loss.
This policy especially impacts the National Guerd and Reservisis, many of whom have already been deployed
much longer than they expected. This is why we introduced legislation in the 110™ Congress to provide
payments 1o service members for cach month they ere extended as a result of stop loss. :

On Septamber 30, 2008, the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing Approptiatigus
Act, 2009 was signed into'law (P.L. 110-329). The bill provided that all military personnel that l}avc hgd their
service duty contracts involuntarily extended due to stop loss orders, during Fiscal Year 2009 will receive

" compensation. The bill aiso allocated $72 million for the compensation, thus providing enough to compensaze

each soldier with the ful} $500 amount.

It has been nearly five months since the bill was signed into law and stop loss compensation payments
have yet to be distributed. We urge you to work with the Housc and Senate Appropriations Defense
Subcommittees to develop a thorough and appropriate disbursement plan as quickly s possible wo fulfill the
Department's obligations under P-L. 110-329. Qur soldiers are heroically and bravely defending our country
abroad, and they are awaiting the much-deserved recognition and compensation for the unforeseen sacrifice so
many have been called on to perform.

Thank you for your prompt atreation aud your consideration of this important request.

Sincerely,

_ Bgy Sutton Frank Lautenberp

OSD 01931-09
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- The Honorsable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
The Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

We are writing to express our concern about recent reports that the Department of
Defense has awarded KBR a $35.4 million contract that includes major electrical projects
and request that you review the contract award and report to us explaining why the
contract award was made to KBR, given its long record of deficient electrical work in

Iraq.

As you are aware, KBR has held a coniract for building maintenance for U.S. military
facilities in Iraq since 2003. During this time, there have been numerous investigations
into the dangers KBR’s faulty electrical work is creating for our military personnel. The -
Department of Defense Inspector General is currently investigating the electrocution
deaths of 18 Americans (16 soldiers.and 2 contractors) in KBR-maintained facilities.
KBR is under criminal investigation for the electrocution deaths of several U.S. soldiers
inIraq. The House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform conducted an in-
depth investigation into the problem of electrocutions in U.S. facilities in Iraq and the
death of Staff Sgt. Ryan Maseth, 24, a decorated Green Beret electrocuted in his shower
on January 2, 2008. The Committee’s investigation showed that KBR was alerted to the
deficiencies in this and other cases, but failed to take corrective action. In 2008, the
Defense Contract Management Agency (DCMA) issued a “Level I1I Corrective Action
Request” to KBR, indicating that the contractor was in “serious non-compliance.” This
action request, the final warning before a contract is terminated, points to KBR’s
continuing failure to ensure electrical safety for our troops. With this history, it is not
surprising that Capt. David J. Graff, commander of the DCMA’s International Division,
was quoted in an Associated Press article, stating that “many within DOD have lost or are
losing all remaining confidence in KBR’s ability to successfully and repeatedly perform
the required. electrical support services mission in Irag,”

Despite these serious, ongoing concerns, the Department of Defense has awarded KBR a
new contract that includes the type of work that KBR failed to perform adequately for
years. Threats to the safety and lives of soldiers or others because of known hazards and
negligent performance of work are not acceptable.

SD 02173-0
I
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We would therefore appreciate a thorough review of the recent contract award to KBR.
At the very least, when our soldiers put their lives on the line for us in a war zone, we not
only owe them the assurance that they will not be electrocuted in the shower on their
return from a mission, but also that those who provide them with services put our
soldiers’ safety ahead of their profits.

Thank you for your consideration, and we look forward to your response.

Sincerely, .
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Congress of the Tnited States
Fashington, BE 20510

March 6, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates

Secretary of Defense
1000 Deferise Pentagon
‘Waghingten, DC 20301-1300

Dear Secretary Gates,

We write today concerning Section 256 of the FY 2009 National Defense Authorization
Act (PL.110-417). As you know, this.section requires thie establishment of an executive
agent to oversee Department of Defense (DUD) activities related to.printed circuit board
techniofogies. We would like to request that the DOD comply with the law and provide a
brief at your earliest corvenience on department planning and implementation of
eXeCUtive agent requirements.

Specifically, we are interested in learning about how the DOD plans to go through the
executive agent selection process, as well as where and when its office will be
established, What authorities, resources and responsibilities in addition to what the
legislation prescribes will the executive agent have? How and when will the office be
funded and fully operational? By statute, designation was to have occurred by Jan 12.
Why was that delayed?

It is our understanding that the Nationa! Research Council's Board on Manufacturing and
Engineefing Design studied the issue of DOD &ccess to legacy and future generations of
printed cireuit board technologies.to support defense and other missions. The resulting.
2005 report made a'series of recommendations designed to ensure continued DOD access
to printed circuit board technology and enabile the development of hew. capabilities
neéded to.support emerging requirements.

In March 2008, a Principal Response Team convened by the Navy and Defense Logistics
Agency, and consisting of membership from the Office of the Secretary of Defense, the
National Security Agency, the military services, and the Departments of State and
Energy, reported to Congress that "DOD concurs with comments on all NRC
fecommendations,' and identified current and potential actions to address each one.

Therefore, we believe that it is-critical that an executive agent be established quickly to.
monitor and protect issues related to the U.S, printed circuit board industry. Safeguarding
the technology and manufacturing capabilities of printed circuit boards will protect our
national interests today and in the future, We strobgly urge you to ensure that this office
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have access to start up funding in FY09 so that it can be fully operational as soon as
possible,

We also encourage you to use the expertise already in place at Naval Surface Warfare

. Cenier (NSWC), Crane Division when you designate the executive agent for printed
circuit board technalogm As you know, NSWC Crane has 2 long history of success in
the printed circit board field. Tt is-one:of the fow facilities in the country that has printed
circuit board engineering and manufacturing capabilities. Crane’s state-of-the-art
manufacturing ability is supportcd by & superb technical staff that supports advanced
manufacturing and emerging technology development. Crane also serves as the DOD
executor to the Emerging/Critical Interconnection Technology. (E/CIT) program for the
advancement of printed. cirewit board technology and processes.

‘We have long supported this preject and urge you to tap into this wealth of experience
and knowledge as you select the executive agent and-deveiop this office.

Please do not hesitate to.contact Jon Davey of Senator Bayh’s staff (202-224-8726), Joe
O’Donnell of Senator Lugar's staff (202-224-0898), or Jed D*Ercole of Congressman
Ellsworth’s staff (202-225-4638) if you have any questions ot concerns.

Thank you for your continued service. We Iook forward to your response.

Sincerely,

United States Senator.

Brad Ellsworth

Uniipd Stafes Representative
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The Honorable Barack Obama
President of the United States
The White House '
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing regarding the Iragi plans to shut down Camp Ashraf in Iraq's Diyala Province. The
closing of this camp is a blatant violation of the rights of the residents of Ashraf.

Many distinguished scholars of International Humanitarian Law, United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees, Office of the United High Commissioner for Human Rights,
International Committee of the Red Cross, Amnesty International, the European Parliament and
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe have time and again underscored that
regardless of the status of the United States forces in Irag, the residents of Ashraf must continue
to receive the protection of the US forces so long as they remain in Iraq.

I respectfully urge intervention to ensure that the Multi-National Forces and Iraq contil.lue to
protect Camp Ashraf as they have done consistent with their obligations under international law.

I appreciate your attention to this important matter.

Si ly,
B FILNER
Member of Congress
BF/sm
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Congress of the United States
‘ Washington, BC 20515

March 12, 2009

Dr. Rebert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301416800

Dear Secretary Gates:

We are acutely aware that the US Transportation Command and the US Air Force place a
very high priority on recapitalizing the flect of KC-135 Refueling Tankers. We agree with this
priority. Unfortunately, as the Government Accountability Office concluded last year, the
previous source selection process for the KC-X Tanker was deeply flawed. We write to you
today to highlight several key points that we believe must guide a future source selection process
if it is to be successful.

First and foremost. a future competitive source; selection must be fair to all parties while
delivering the best value solution for the warfighter at a'reasonable cost for the taxpayer. ‘In the
previous source selection, the competition was not conducted fairly on several lcvels The
Department of Defense (DOD) must not- repeat past mistakes:

> Do not allow “competition at all costs” to distort the KC-X solicitation and source
selection process. In the months leading up to the release of the final Request for
Proposals (RFP) for the previous KC-X solicitation, thc Air Force bent to the .
combination of extemnal pressure for “competition at all costs” couplcd with sefusal by
one potential offeror to compete unless the RFP was changed to its satisfaction. This led
to last minute changes in key elements of the Combined Mating and Ranging Planning
System (CMARPS) evaluation tool for the sole purpose of qualifying one offeror’s
proposal.

» Conduct the competition on a level playing field for all parties. In the previous
KC-X competition, the Northrop Grumman/EADS team benefited from unfair advantages
that derive from illegal government subsidies and waivers of regulations that apply to
products produced in the United States. Specifically, the United States government has a
complaint pending before the World Trade Organization (WTO) stating that the A-330
aircraft produced by EADS/Airbus benefitted from $5 billion in iliegal government
subsidies.- Note that Sectlon 886 of the FY2009 Natmnal Defense Authorization Act
requires DOD to conducta revxew of the mlpacts of subsidies on the aerial refuehng
tanker competition upon completion of the proceedings of the WTO.” The KC-X
competition also has highlighted the unequal treatiment that American producers face

‘when.competing with products from several ‘atlied nations. Our American producers
must abide by many regulations (Berry Amendment, Buy America Act, International
Traffic in Arms Regulations, Foreign Corrupt Practices Act, and cost accounting
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standards) that add cost for domestic products but are waived for items produced in other
countries.

> Take into account full and accurate life-cycle costs for proposals. According to
Defense Acquisition University studies, Operation and Support (O&S) costs constitute
approximately 72 percent of total weapon system costs. It is imperative that these costs
be a significant factor in source selection decisions, and that they be estimated properly.
DOD made a serious error in the previous KC-X Tanker source selection analysis when it
based estimates of Most Probable Life-Cycle Cost (MPLCC) on a 25-year interval rather
than the 40-year interval that was stipulated (and approved by the JROC) as the required
service life of the aircraft. Furthermore, GAO recommended that a future source
sclection give greater attention 10 the impact of fuel costs in its life-cycle cost analysis.
GAO concluded that “even a small increase in the amount of fuel that is burned per hour
by a particular aircraft would have a dramatic impact on the overall fuel costs.” Well
established commercial data shows that the Airbus A-330 aircraft consumes 24% more
fuel per flight hour than does a Bocing 767 aircraft. This would result in very significant
differences in operating costs.

» Insist that proposals fully comply with all key requirements of the solicitation. In .
the previous KC-X Tanker source selection evaluation, GAO concluded that in two
instances the Air Force disregarded the fact that the Northrop Grumman/EADS proposal
failed to comply with requirements of the solicitation. Specifically, GAO found that the
Air Force “improperly made award” when it *unreasonably determined that the
awardee’s refusal to agree to the specific solicitation requirement that it plan and support
the agency to achieve organic depot-level maintenance.” GAO also concluded that “the
record does not demonstrate the reasonableness of the agency’s determination that the
awardee’s proposed aerial refueling tanker could refuel all current Air Force fixed-wing
tanker-compatible receiver aircraft in accordance with current Air Force procedures, as
required by the solicitation.”

> Insist that source selection evaluation be accomplished in aocordance with the
evaluation plan that is established for the solicitation. GAO found that the Air Force “did
not assess the relative merits of the proposals in accordance with the evaluation criteria
identified in the solicitation, which provided for a relative order of importance for the
various technical requirements, and where the agency did not take into account the fact
that one of the proposals offered to satisfy more “trade space” technical requirements
than the other proposal, even though the solicitation expressly requested offerors to
satisfy as many of these technical requirements as possible.” Furthermore, GAO
concluded that the Air Force “violated the solicitation’s evaluation provision that “no
consideration will be provided for exceeding [key performance parameter] KPP
objectives” when it recognized as a key discriminator the fact that the awardee proposed
to exceed a KPP objective relating to aerial refueling to a greater degree than the
protester »

» Carefully consider national security impacts and industrial base impacts. Given
the crucial role that air refueling plays in providing global reach for our military, DOD
must carefully weigh the importance of preserving domestic design knowledge and
production expertise. Furthermore, industrial base impacts must be assessed given the
fragile economic conditions and weak domestic employment environment. Federal code



(10 U.S.C. 2440) requires evaluation of technology and industrial base impacts in
conjunction with major defense acquisitions.

We also think that it is important to the successful progress of the KC-X Tanker
acquisition that DOD commence discussions with the potential offerors. Our understanding is
that for the last several months DOD has resisted discussions that would help the government
and industry exchange information, ideas and perspectives. If this program is to move forward
and yield a positive outcome, we recommend that DOD engage with industry.

Finally, we urge you to take the necessary time to allow the new Administration team to
thoroughly consider the framework for the next source selection process. As much as the Air
Force needs to begin recapitalizing the KC-13S fleet, we think it is essential that the solicitation
requirements and acquisition strategy have the input and support of the new DOD leadership

team that will be responsible for conducting the source selection and getting the program under
way. :

Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely,
ORM DICKS TODD TIAHRT

Member of Congress Member of Congress




 @ongress of tye Hnited States
TWashington, BE 20515

March 20, 2009
The Honorable Robert Gates The Honorable Dennis C. Blair
Secretary of Defense Director of National Intelligence
3E880 The Pentagon Office of the Director of National Intelligence
Washington, DC 20301 : ' Washington, DC 20511
Dear Secretary Gates and Director Blair:.

wem wnungto UI'ge YOUIO Suspl:nﬂlmp' [&1] ‘. o ferids: M
Personnel System (DCIPS) and include this program in the Admm:strauon 8 review of the
National Security Personnel System (NSPS)

- We have consistently expressed concemns about the implementation of pay-for-performance
systems, which would impose wholesale changes to the current federal employee system. We
are deeply concerned that these systems undermine collaboration, lack transparency, do not
ensure frirness, and may have an adverse impact on minorities. The implementation of these
systems has caused widespread distrust and anxiety across the federal government and, in
particular, among Intelligence Community employees. W¢ note with some alarm that human
resources personnel and supervisors in converting units have not received adequate training for
conversions planned within the next six months.

During the campaign, President Obama indicated that he would consider either a repeal or
complete overhaul of pay-for-performance systems in the Department of Defense (DOD), and
this week, DOD and the Office of Personnel Management (OPM) announced that it would
suspend further nnplementauon of NSPS, pending review of this system. This review may take
some time, and until it is complete, the nnplementatmn of such pay-for-performmce systems like
DCIPS would be premature.

" We hope that you would suspend implementation of DCIPS until the Administration and
Congress can properly address the future of the intelligence community’s personnel systems.

We request a prompt response to this letter.

Sincerely,
Silvestre Reyes ¢ Skelton '
House Permanent Select Committee ‘House Armed Services Committee

on Intelligence
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Wnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC'20510

March 20, 2009

The Ronorable Robert C. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defénse Pentagon
Washinglon, DC 203011000

Dear Secretary Gates,

As you know, lastyearsmparmcutomefmsempdmw&elmvidadpmw
funding for the third DDG-1000 and directed the Navy to budget for the remaining funding
requirement in FY 10 Congress expects the Navy to adhere 1o this direction; therefore, we write
to urge your suppon for full funding of the DDG-1008 program in the FY 10 President’s budget,
and request that you continue a thorough and transparent review and evaluation of the Navy's
proposal {0 fruncate the DDG- lommogmn mnd restart DDG-51 production,

We remain véry concéned ebout the Navy’s long-term shipbuilding pian. Despite
several months of Congressional and Deparmment of Defense nqmﬁrﬁnﬂzumhmis,the
Navy has yet to provide sufficiont justification In-support of the proposal 1o truncate the DDG-
1000 peogram and restart DDG-51 production. 'We continue to await an in-depth eomparstive
analysis of the DDG-51 and DDG-1000. The Navy's frifure to provide such a detailed cont
analysis strougly implies & lack ofsuppmmg documentation of the Navy’s pesition-and
undermines cur confidence in the merits of the Navy's plan 1o truncate the DDG-1000 program,
Congress must have this information before scquiesoing to a change of this magnitude.

Supporting the DDG-1000 program will enable the Navy 1o leverige $11 billion in
ﬂmdy!mmd reséarch and development funding. The ship has been designed with sigaifieant
growth margins mchding power, cooling, space, and weight to enable rapid enhaticements to
mest evolving threats in the existing hull. We believe that continwed production and defivery of
DDG-1008 class destroyers is eesential to the long-term: stability of ovir shipbuilding program and
the timely delivery of needod capabilities to the Navy.

With respect and appreciation, and thank you for considering this request,

Sinceérely,

OSD 03125-09
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Congress of tbt @mteh States
Bouse of Representatibes

Washington, BC 20515
March 18, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

We urge you to cancel the OMB Circular A-76 privatization review of public works at the United
States Army Garrison, West Point.

The A-76 program was shut down by Congress in the Omnibus Appropriations Act that the
president signed into law earlier this month because of longstanding concems. Two Government
Accountability Office (GAO) reports issued last year detail how poor guidance from the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) had resulted in systematically overstated savings and understated
costs as well as a disproportionately adverse impact on older, female and African-American civil
servants. As GAO noted, even afier eight years, A-76 proponents are still unable to “reliably assess
whether competitive sourcing truly provides the best deal for the taxpayer.”

Moreover, the A-76 program raises concerns about compliance with the law. The Defense
Appropriations bill for fiscal year 2009 limits multifunction OMB Circular A-76 privatization
reviews, like the one of public works at West Point, to no longer than 30 months. The West Point
A-76 privatization review was formally announced in September 2006, 30 months ago. However,
an A-76 privatization review starts not at formal announcement -- but when preliminary planning
begins, when money is first spent on hiring consultants and reassigning civil servants from their
usual jobs. Indeed, this preliminary planning is actually required by the OMB Circular A-76. We
understand that preliminary planning for the West Point public works privatization review actually
began over seven years ago in 2002 and included at least five full-time civil servants.

We are also concerned about compliance with the provision in the fiscal year 2008 Defense
Authorization bill, which forbids the Department of Defense from carrying out competitive
sourcing-related direction from OMB. Less than two months after enactment, West Point tried to
utilize the prohibition by petitioning the Army for relief from carrying out the public works
privatization review. In its March 19, 2008 letter, the installation discussed a detailed plan for ~
internal reengineering of its public works functions that would be “less disruptive” than the A-76
privatization review, but yet “yield efficiency-and real savings,” and thus be “a win-win for West
Point and the West Point community.” Nevertheless, this petition was rejected. Even OMB during
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the previous administration acknowledged that the A-76 process should not be considered the
exclusive process for generating efficiencies when officials in July 2008 renamed competitive
sourcing, calling it “commercial management,” and emphasized business process reengineering
instead of contracting out.

This privatization review is already well past the 30 month limitation in.lposed in law, whfch means
that the actual costs likely exceed any savings. In addition, West Point is prepared to achieve a
satisfactory resolution that benefits taxpayers and the West Point community. We in C.Jm}gre.ss
have already recognized the failure of OMB Circular A-76 privatization reviews b3f eliminating
them. Today, we strongly urge you to cancel the West Point public works OMB Circular A-76
privatization review.

Sincerely,

MAURICE HINCHEY HN HALL
ember of Congress . ember of Congress
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President Barack Obama
The White House
Waghington, D.C. 20500

March 16, 2009
Dear Mr. President:

We have noted with some concarn your announcement that an additional 17,000 US troops
would be sent to Afghanistan. As the goals of our seven year military involvement remain
troublingly unclear, we urge you to reconsider such 2 military escalation. .

If the intent is to Jeave behind a stable Afghanistan capable of governing itself, this military
cscalation may well be counterproductive. A recent study by the Carnegie Endowment has
concluded that “the only meaningfial way to halt the insurgency’s momentum is to start
withdrawing troops. The presence of foreign troops is the most mportant element driving the
resurgence of the Taliban,”

The 2001 suthorization to use military force in Afghanistan allowed military action “to prevent
any future acts of intemational terrorism against the United States.” Continuing to fight a
counterinsurgsncy war in Afghanistan does not sppear to us to be in keeping with these
directives and an escalation may actually harm US security.

In a tape released in 2004, Osama bin Laden stated that al Qacda’s goal was 1o “bleed... America
to the point of bankruptey” in Afghanistan. He contipued, "All that we have to do is to send two
mujahadeenmthcﬁud:enpommmmuapieceofclothonwhichxswnnenalQaedn,m
order to make generals race there to cause America to suffer human, economic and political
losses without their achieving anything of note....” We would do well to pay attention to these
thmauaﬁmmﬁﬁumgmmysmhuapwmofwmmmpmam '

Afghanistan.
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Mr. President, in reviswing ihe past hisiory of Afghanistan and the nations that have failed to-
conquer it - Russia spent nins years in Afghanistan and lost many billions of dollars aud more
thanlsOoommsunsoldmpweurgeyoutomonsﬂuthcdecldonmsmdmaddmonﬂ
17000toopsandtormstpmxmwescalmmﬁnﬂla

Sincerely,
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IKE SKELTON, MISSOURI, CHAIRMAN
JOMN SPRATT, SOUTH CAROLINA
SOLOMON P. ORTIZ, TEXAS

GENE TAYLOR, MISSISSIPP

NEIL ABEACROMBIE, HAWAII
SILVESTRE REYES, TEXAS

VIC SNYDER, ARKANSAS

ADAM SMITH, WASHINGTON
LORETTA SANCHEZ, CALIFORNIA
MIKE McINTYRE, NORTH CARGUINA
ELLEN Q. TAUSCHER, CALIFORNIA
ROBERT A. BRADY, PENNSYLVANIA
ROBERT ANDREWS, NEW JERSEY
SUSAN A DAVIS, CAUFORNIA
JAMES R. LANGEVIN, AHODE ISLAND
RICK LARSEN, WASHINGTON

JIM COOPER, TENNESSEE

JIM MARSHALL, GEORGIA
MADELEINE Z 8ORDALLO. GUAM
BRAD ELLSWORTH, INDIANA
PATRICK J. MURPHY, PENNSYLVANIA
HANK JOHNSON, GEORGIA

CAROL SHEA-PORTER, NEW HAMPSHRE
JOE COURTNEY, CONNECTICUT
DAVID LOEBSACK, IOWA

JOE SESTAK, FENNSYLVANIA
GABRIELLE GIFFORDS, ARIZONA

NiK| TSONGAS, MASSACHUSETTS
GLENN NYE, VIRGINIA

CHELLIE PINGREE, MAINE

LARRY KISSELL, NORTH CAROLINA
MARTWN HEINRICH, NEW MEXICD
FRANK M. KRATOVIL, JR., MARYLAND
ERK J.J. MASSA, NEW YORK

BOBBY BRIGHT, ALABAMA

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

#©.S. Houge of Representatives
WHashington, BE 20515-6035

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS

March 26, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

JOHN M. McHUGH, NEW YORK

ROSCOE G. BARTLETT, MARYLAND
HOWARD P. "BUCK” McKEON, CALIFORNIA
MAC THORNBERRY, TEXAS

WALTER B. JONES, NORTH CAROLINA

W. TODD AKi, MISSOURI

J. RANDY FORBES, VIRGINIA

JEFF MILLER, FLORICA

JOE WILSON, SOUTH CARDLINA

FRANK A LoBIDNDO, NEW JERSEY

ROB BISHOP, UTAH

MICHAEL TURNER, OHIO

JOHN KLINE, MINNESOTA

MIKE ROGERS, ALABAMA

TRENT FRANKS, ARIZONA

BILLSHUSTER, PENNSYLVANIA

CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS, WASHINGTON
K. MICHAEL CONAWAY, TEXAS

DOUG LAMBORN, COLORADO

ERIN C. CONATON, STAFF DIRECTOR

Since the Eisenhower Administration, it has been the policy of the gpvernment that it
should not compete with its citizens. That policy is outlined in the Office of Management and
Budget Circular A-76, which governs all public-private competitions to potentially outsource
work to the private sector. Originally, the A-76 process was intended to be nsed as a tool to

determine the most competitive and efficient source for performing “commercial” work — either
in the public or private sector. However, it became almost a mandate in recent years for pushing
more and more work into the private sector, even work that is closely associated with inherently
governmental functions, in order to meet arbitrary competition goals.

The House Armed Services Committee has taken several steps to mitigate the undue
burdens on the Department of Defense. In response to a congressional mandate, the Department
of Defense Inspector General reviewed the military services’ A-76 programs. In its interim
report (April 22, 2008) the DOD Inspector General noted that:

= The Army is undergoing many efforts that impact competitive sourcing
planning, such as Base Realignment and closure, growing the Army, and the
war.
®  The Air Force feels “pressure in the budget to conduct” privatization studies.
These findings were reaffirmed in the final report of December 15, 2008.

Furthermore, The Fiscal Year 2009 Omnibus Appropriations Act includes a one year
government-wide moratorium (section 737) on beginning or announcing any A-76 studics.

Many of the Department’s A-76 studies have dragged on far beyond the time limits
authorized in the 2003 revised Circular A-76, as well as those imposed by statute. This creates
an unfair strain on the federal employees whose jobs are being competed, as well as the
contractors who have submitted bids for the work. In many cases, an individual service has
requested a cancetlation — either because the installation is seeking an alternative approach or
because the original study was not appropriate — only to be denied by the Department.
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Secretary Gates
March 26, 2009
Page 2

We are aware that the Deputy Undersecretary of Defense (Installations and Environment)
in a letter to many members of Congress, reaffirmed the competitive sourcing policy that was set
in place by the 2001 President’s Management Agenda; this is the same official who advocated so
strongly for competitive sourcing within the Department during the Bush Administration,

In light of the President’s memo (dated March 4, 2009), as well as concerns raised by the
military services, we urge you to immediately halt any pending A-76 studies as well as the
initiation or announcement of any A-76 study, and to rescind the 2008 competitive sourcing
policy memo. This will allow the Administration and Congress time to conduct a comprehensive
review of the Department’s A-76 program and to determine the best course for moving forward
with a sound competitive sourcing policy.

We request a prompt response to this letter.

n Sincerely,
M
IKE SKELTON * SOLOMON P. ORTIZ

Chairman Chairman
House Armed Services Committee Readiness Subcommittee
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Congress of the Hnited States
PBouse of Repregentatives
ashington, BEL 20515

March 23, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

We are greatly concerned by reports that the Airborne Laser (ABL) program is facing
severe budget cuts or even termination in the Fiscal Year 2010 Budget proposal. The
ABL is America’s premier directed energy effort and represents not only a tremendous
potential for our nation’s warfighters, but also for maintaining America’s technological
edge. Itis critical to the future of our national security capabilities. For these reasons,
we urgently request the ABL remain a robustly funded program.

According to the Missile Defense Agency, the ABL provides a unique capability “to
detect, track, target, and destroy ballistic missiles shortly afier launch during the boost-
phase. Its revolutionary use of directed energy makes it unique among the United States’
airborne weapon systems, with a potential to attack multiple targets at the speed of light
with a range of hundreds of kilometers.”

Qur military warfighters agree that the ABL is essential for addressing many of the
challenges facing our nation. General B.B. Bell, the former Commander of the United
States Forces Korea, wrote in 2007, “...from a warfighter's perspective, the ABL will be
an important ingredient in our much needed and required layered missile defense
capability for the Korean Peninsula. ” This is a legitimate capability our nation needs.

As you know, the Airborne Laser began during the Clinton administration in the face of
an increasing ballistic missile threat. Since that time, the proliferation of ballistic
missiles has only grown. Today, outside of Russia, China and our Western allies, there
are 3,000 ballistic missiles around the world. That number is continuing to grow every
year. As threats proliferate around the globe, the relevance and importance of the ABL as
the nation’s only fully designed boost-phase missile defense system will continue to
increase.

OSD 03624-
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The ABL is performing well and is scheduled to shoot down a boosting ballistic missile
by the end of the year. Should thé ABL be severely under-funded or canceled, the
promise of speed-of-light and extreme precision in the hands of the warfighter will
disappear, as will the fragile industrial base that supports it. In short, we will have
wasted the resources that have been well invested since the Clinton administration.

Again, we respectfully request your support for the Airborne Laser program.

Sincerely,
" Norm Dicks | Todd Tiaht '
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Feinrich
Membr of Congress Member of Congress
4
. (M "
Todd Akin Buck McKeon
Member of Congress Member of Congress
| < .
Low. I

Kevin McCarthy
Member of Congress




@ongress of the Anited States
Mashington, BE 20515

March 25, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

In deciding how to allocate the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act’s funding, please give
consideration to the research conducted by Bell BioEnergy, Inc of Tifton, Georgia, which is
studying how to use bioengineered bacteria to convert biomass to biofuels.

Bell BioEnergy is producing renewable, domestically-produced, high-quality transportation
fuels. The process it has developed will enhance America’s mdependence from foreign oil in an
environmentally sound manner through the successful conversion of non-food biomass to
biofuels. Such efforts will also result in the creation of a significant number of new, green jobs.

Bell BioEnergy is presently conducting research through pilot projects conducted in :
collaboration with the Department of Defense (DOD) and the Defense Energy Support Center
(DESC) at seven military installations around the nation. The projects are located at Fort .
Benning, Fort Stewart, Fort Bragg, Fort Lewis, Fort Drum, Fort A.P. Hill, and the DESC facility
at San Pedro, California. At each site, Bell BioEnergy is working to:

1) Perfect the waste biomass to hydrocarbon fuels process;

2) Further refine the unique bacteria used in the process;

&
3) Produce sufficient amounts of usable hydrocarbon fuels (natural gas, gasoline, diesel
and jet) for laboratory tcstmg

4) Test and certify the fuels generated by the process as a “drop in fuel” that is fit for its
intended purpose; and

5) Gather the engineering and scienfiﬁc data necessary to design full scale production
facilities.

Bell BioEnergy is seeking additional funding to complete these pilot projects. The funds would
be used to 1) complete construction of the seven pilot projects, 2) perform university-level
research to determine the most viable bacteria for converting biomass to hydrocarbon fuels, and
3) construct the first research laboratory dedicated to the segregation and propagatlon of the
bacteria required to convert non-food waste biomass to biofuels. . - L
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Re: Bell-BioEnergy Funding
March 25, 2009

It is estimated that each test facility will employ five technicians. The research laboratory would
employ 25 to 50 scientists and technicians, with secondary employment of up to 400 people.
These efforts would support the underlying goals of the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act, which is to create jobs and help transition our economy toward clean, renewable energy.

We thank you for your consideration of our request.

Sincerely,

it Mkl

arghall
mber lof Congress

M»,»Mc@f

Sanforq Bishop
Membeg of Congress

# levis .
Lewis

Member of Congress

A. Westmoreland




Congress of the nited States
Bashington, BEL 20515

March 9, 2009
The Honorable Robert Gates _ Admiral Michael Mullen
Secretary of Defense Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
1000 Defense Pentagon 0999 Joint Staff Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-10000 Washington, DC 20318-9999

‘Dear Secretary Gates and Admiral Mullen;

We understand that the Air Force will be deciding soon where to base the new Global Strike
Command headquarters, and we know that you have been monitoring the decision process since
it began last fall. As part of our effort to inform senior defense leaders, it is our pleasure to
provide you with this copy of “Why Minot,” a comprehensive description of how Minot, North
Dakota, meets or exceeds all Air Force Global Strike Command headquarters basing criteria.
We have also sent this material to Secretary Donley, General Schwartz and General Corley.

“Why Minot” showcases the full array of benefits that the base and the city have to offer. We
want to stress in particular how Minot is the only location that offers the ability to bring direct
oversight to every aspect of the operational nuclear mission. Minot possesses the complete range
of Air Force operational nuclear expertise — a nuclear bomber wing, an ICBM wing, and a
nuclear weapons storage area. A major lesson of the past two years is that the Air Force must
increase command supervision at the operational level. Standing up a new major command
without doing so would be a major missed opportunity.

We also want to stress the incredible support the community of Minot offers the Air Force.
Strong support by the community will pay dividends for the Air Force by helping to ease issues
like the environmental assessment process and base expansion. When combined with our
delegation’s commitment to assisting the Air Force in its missien to restore confidence in nuclear
surety and regain its reputation as the world’s best nuclear steward, this support is unparalleled.

After reviewing “Why Minot,” we believe you too will agree that Minot is indeed the best
location for Global Strike Command! Thank you as always for your service.

Sincerely,
lmJ Azl
ENT CONRAD YRON DORGA EARL POMEROY -
U.S. Senate U.S. Senate U.S. House of Represeptatives
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Peatagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates,

Given the Department's experience with the initial F-15 and F-16 engine program beginning
_ in the late 1970s, carly on in the Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) program, beginning in 1996, Congress
directed that an alternate engins be included within the JSF program.

The Department supporied and budgeted for the alteraie engine program within the JSF
program through fiscal year 2006, Bescause of internal budget pressures due to cost overruns within
other elements of JSF, the Department did not and has not subsequeatly included the alternate engine
in the annual JSF budget request after fiscal year 2006. :

However, in fiscal years 2007-2009, Congress added funding to continue thc alternate
engine. And the Department has obligated all of the alternate engine funding provided by Congress,
until this year.

Given the likely future expenditure of over $100 billion in procurement and sustainment
funding for JSF engines over the life of the ISF program, Congress continues to believe that
competition will provide a net benefit over a single-source procurement and sustainment model,
Studies done in 2007 by GAO and the Institute for Defense Anaiyses also support the competitive
madel as being a net bensfit to the JSF program. :

In a hearing on this igsue before our Subcommittee on March 11, 2008, Undersecretary
Young made the following statement conceming the execution of funds for the continued )
development and procurement of an altermats JSF engine: “If Congress authorizes and appropriates
funds in fiscal year 2009, wa will continue to execute the second source. ..the law requires usto
obligate and expend funds, and we will certainty obey the law.” Yet, the Department’s Comptroller,
Robert Hale, is now withholding $35 million in advance procurement funding for the alternate

- 784.00
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engine that ieeds to be released in the April-May period to svoid impacting the alternate engine
schedule.

Section 213 of the fiscal year 2008 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) states that
“the Secratary of Defense shall ensure the obligation and expenditure in cach such fiscal year of
sufficient annual amounts for the continued development and procurement of two options for the
propulsion system for the Joint Strike Fighter in order to ensure the development and competitive
procurement for the propulsion system for the Joint Strike Fighter.” Some inside the Department
have contended that funds cannot be obligated because there is no procuremest for aliemate engine
program programmed for fiscal year 2010. Continuing to withhold funding that was suthorized and
appropriated for altemate engine advance procurement is unjustified. Section 213 of the fiscal year
2008 NDAA requires obligstion and expenditure of alternate engine funds. And the Depariment’s
obligation of funds for F-22 advance procurement, belies any contention that obligation of funds
expressly anthorized by Congress is inappropriate based on what may, or may not, be in the fiscal
2010 budget request.

Commitments made to Congress by the Undersecretary for Acquisition, Technology and
Logistics should not be allowed to be subsequently reversed by another Undersecretary,
Furthermore, we request that you direct the release of the 335 million in advance procurement
funding for the alternate engine,




[doo2

04/03/2009 14:25 FAX 202 228 0012 SEN. BEN NELSON
‘ HART SENATE OFFICE BURDING
E BENJQMIN NELSON . 720 o SENATE : rice Bu
: {202) 224-6551
Fax: {202) 226-0012
‘ﬁ .t eﬂ 5& 5Eﬂg tz www benneison.senste.gov
April 3,2009

The Honorable Robert Gates, Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000
Dear Secretary Gates:

On April 2, 2009, the U.S. Air Force announced that it had chosen Barksdale Air Force Base in Louisiana as the
location of the new Globel Strike Command to oversee the Air Force’s nuclear operations. In press reports
announcing this decision, T was greatly concerned to see allegations by a member of the Nebraska Congressional
delegation that military commanders have asserted that polmcs play a role in the decision of the Jocation of
major new commands.

Yet the Omaha World-Herald reported on April 3, 2009, that “Rep, Lee Teérry said that while military
.. spmmanders majptain publicly that politics are agt invol¥ed in such decisions, they concede-in private.that = « i +ome = ¢ -
politics do play a role, Terry said those politics occur primarily at the Senate level.” This is a very serious’
allegation which I believe merits serious consideration and a response by the U.S. Department of Defense
(DoD). 1am greatly concerned by any accusation that DoD chose Barksdale Air Force Base as the location of
the Global Strike Command based on political considerations, particularly those in the Senate, rather than an
objective evaluation of the qualifications of the bases. Such allegations, if left unaddressed, seriously undemoine
the credibility and integrity of our atmed services and the men and women who serve to keep our nation secure.

1 ask you to immediately investigate and report on the allegations by Congressman Terry as reported in the
Omaha World-Herald that military commanders are basing their declsmns on politics, in part in or in whole,
rather than the interests of DoD and the security of our nation.

Since Congressman Terry pu'owded no specifics to back up his allegations, some could choose to discount them
as baseless. However, since Offutt Air Force Base scored highest overall of all the bases under consideration in
the criteria used, and rated the highest or tied for, the highest in all six individual subcategories, it is difficult to
explain why Offutt was not selected and to argue that politics was not the basis for this decision,

The longer such an allegation goes unaddresséd, the greater the appearance of plausibility becomes. Therefore,
L am requesting an immediate and thorough-investigation of this matter and look forward to your response.

United States emtor
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@ongress of the United States
HWashington, B¢ 20515

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

March 30, 2009
Dear Secretary Gates:

We are eoncemed that veterans who served in Iraq and Afghanistan may be ill, and some may
have actually died, as a result of exposure to dangerous toxins produced by burn pits used to
destroy waste. The Military Times reports that scores of returning veterans who were exposed to
burn: pits display similar symptoms: chronic bronchitis, asthma, sleep apnea, chronic coughs, and
allergy-like symptoms, Several also have cited heart problems, lymphoma, and leukemia. We
write to request that you direct relevant DoD personnel to fully comply with the VA's requests
for information nceded to study the impact of these potential environmental exposures.

Our experience with troating illnesses caused by Agent Orange and Gulf War Hliness taught us
that we must be vigilant in monitoring and treating our veterans long after they have retumed
from the battleficki. Although the Department of Defense currently maintains that there are no
health dangers to troops from exposure to burn pits, we believe it is premature to dismiss
concems raised about bum pits after only a few years.

Ay you know, ajomt study of the bum pit at Balad Air Base found that toxins were present,
including carcinogens such as dioxin, but that they did not exceed military exposure guidelines
for those exposed to the fumes for one year. The Defense Health Board reviewed the study last
year. While the Board found that the study was generally adequate, it identified several
weaknesses in the study, including the lack of a comprehensive analysis of the interaction of
various toxins and the faiture to conduct a valid study of relevant health records. It identified
several ways in which the Army could improve its examination of dioxin serum sampling and
analysis of respiratory ilinesses.

Independent scientists:-who liave reviewed the joint study of the Balad Air Base have informed us
that there is a significant danger that veterans may become ill as a result of exposure to fumes
emanating from such burn pits. They also noted that the underlying data supporting the study
was not included and that it will be difficult to ascertain the potential health care implications of
exposure to the fumes without this data.

For this reason, we request that you make this underiying data available to our staff and to the
Government Accountability Office for its review, in a classified setting if required.

Mcanwhile, the real indicators of the dangers to veterans are the long-term health measures of

those exposed rather than less reliable environmental reports. Therefore, the study of those
known to be exposed by burn pits should be the primary focus.

O
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" Responding to a recent Congressional request along these lines, Veterans Affairs Secretacy

Shinseki gave assurance that he is taking seriously our concerns abomthedangusofbm:npﬁs.
In the enclosed message, Secretary Shinseki committed to take the following actions which relate
to the Department of Defense:

1. VA scientists have begun health studies on veterans of the current conflicts in Iraq and
Afghanistan, inchuding requesting assistance from the Department of Defense (DoD) for
troop exposure and location data, _

2. VA is working with Dol to obtain all relevant exposure data with the goal of
establishing potential correlations with health problems among affected veterans, To this
end, VA has established a data sharing agreement with DoD that grants access to this data
for separated veterans. VA scientists will also review data gathered from DoD's Post
Deployment Health Assessment (PDHA) surveys, which ask about exposures to smoke
from bumn pits, subsequent symptoms, and a variety of other health related questions.

Since time is of the essence and the lives of our troops and veterans are at stake, we are )
requesting your expressed commitment that the Pentagon will fully cooperate with the VA in this
matter so that these analyses can be completed as quickly and accurately as possible, We also
request that you direct the relevant Department of Defense offices to fully cooperate with the

" VA’s studies.

Thank you for your attention and assistance in this matter.
’ -
Senator Russ Feingold chresen

Senator Evan Bayh -’ Representative Steve Cohen

W Ji At

Senator Ron Wden Re#sem' , John ?u




Congress of the Wnited States JOOZES

Washington, DL 20515

March 3, 2009

President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W,
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Obama:

In two weeks the United States will mark the sixth anniversary of the Jaunch of
the preemptive war and occupation of Iraq. Like you; we, the undersigned
Members of Congress, opposed the war and occupation from the start and have
spent the last several years working to extricate the United States from this
quagmire. We believe that ending the war and occupation in Iraq means
redeploying all troops and all military contractors out of Iraq. It also means
leaving behind no permanent bases and renouncing any claims upon Iraqi oil.

The policy you announced last week in your speech at Camp Lejeune regarding
the redeployment of U.S. troops. from Iraq is a hopeful sign that the end of the
war and occupation in Iraq is in sight. We believe, however, that even more can
and should be done to hasten the day when all U.S, troops and military
contractors are redeployed out of Iraq and reunited with their families and laved
ones,

Specifically, while we welcome your embrace of a withdrawal timeline and your
commitment to the American people that all combat troops will be withdrawn
from Iraq by August 31, 2010, we are concerned that the plan you announced
contemplates leaving up to 50,000 U.S. troops in Iraq- nearly as large as the
force deployed in South Korea during the height of the cold war.

‘Accordingly, it would be extremely helpful to us, other members of Congress, and
the public if you would address the following questions:

1. What factors will be used to determine the size of the reserve force to be
left in Iraqg?

2. What role do you envision for the United States after combat forces are
redeployed that requires nearly 50,000 U.S. troops to implement?

3. What actions have the Administration taken, or contemplates taking, to
comply with the congressional prohibition against the establishment or
maintenance of permanent bases in Iraq?

4. Will the role of the “transition force” be changed if violence flares back up
in Iraq?

5. How does the plan address the estimated 190,000 American contractors
currently stationed in Iraq?
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We believe that our nation’s interests in Iraq and the region will be best advanced
by reducing the size of the military footprint and making greater use of our other
assets of national power, including diplomacy, reconciliation, commerce,
development assistance, and humanitarian aid. We are heartened that you
consider the deployment of these national assets central to a viable Iraq strategy.

We look forward to continuing our dialogue and strengthening our partnershib in

the pursuit of our mutual goal: ending the war and occupation and redeploying
all American troops and military contractors out of Iraq and reuniting them with

their families and loved ones.
MAXIgé WATERS

Member of Congress

Member of Congress




0.3,
Cungress of the Hnited States /902378

. ‘ Washington, BE 20515

March 11, 2009

President Barack Obama
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Obama:
We are writing to express our strong support for resuming Operation Jump Start.

As you know, this effort deployed National Guard troops to meet our Southwest border security
needs. Operation Jump Start was a tremendous success. Guardsmen built 37 miles of fence,
repaired 700 miles of roadway, assisted in confiscating over 298,000 pounds of drugs, offered
support in over 166,000 arrests and helped in 100 rescues. They were vital in securing the
border, enhancing border infrastructure, and improving border security and agent safety.

The main reason why the National Guard was deployed under Operation Jump Start was that
there were not enough resources on the border for effective security — both in the number of
“gyes and ears” on the ground as well as infrastructure being built. The mission ended in July
2008,

As you know, the Mexican military's crackdown on drug cartels and corruption has increased
violence and decreased stability in the region. Last year, more than 6,000 people and this year
more than 1,000 have died as a result. On February 20, the State Department issued a travel alert
as drug cartels are engaged in an increasingly violent conflict among themselves and the
Mexican government for control of trafficking routes along the U.S.-Mexico border.

Due to the current situation in Mexico, we believe that more resources are needed to ensure
additional border security. There are still significant security and infrastructure needs on the
border and the National Guard should be used as an asset in this regard.

At a time when drug viol'ence from Mexico threatens to spill over the border and expose our

communities and families to the consequences, we strongly encourage you to resume Operation
Jump Start. We look forward to working with you to ensure the security of our borders,

£20 Royes - éy &
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Signed by Representatives:

Ed Royce

Brian Bilbray
Howard Coble
Sam Johnson
Gary Miller

Trent Franks

Todd Tiahrt
Kenny Marchant
Sue Myrick
Rodney Alexander
Bill Posey ‘
Dana Rohrabacher
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@ongress of the Hnited States
Hashington, B 20515

April 14, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary, Department of Defense
1400 Defense Pentagon
Washington DC 20301-1400

Dear Secretary Gates:

‘We write regarding the U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) report
addressing the listing and oversight of Superfund sites at DOD facilities, Superfund:
Greater EPA Enforcement and Reporting are Needed to Enhance Cleanup at DOD Sites
g}A0-09-278), urging you to rapidly take all steps necessary to remediate contaminated

OD sites

The GAO report reached several disturbing conclusions:

e While the number of DOD sites considered for placement into the Superfund
program has declined over the past decade, DOD sites still account for 9 percent
of all Superfund sites.

» Despite years of negotiations, DOD and EPA have not finalized Interagency
Agreements setting out the terms for clean-up of 11 of the 140 DOD Superfund
sites, despite the statutory requirement to do so, reportedly because DOD
disagreed with the terms contained in the Agreement documents and simply
refused to sign the documents. These sites include (1) Air Force Plant 44
(Tucson, AZ) (2) Andrews Air Force Base (MD) (3) Brandywine Defense
Reutilization and Marketing Office (MD) (4) Fort Meade (MD) (5) Hanscom
Field (Bedford, MA) (6) Langley Air Force Base (VA) (7) McGuire Air Force
Base (Trenton, NJ) (8) Naval Air Station Whiting Field (Milton, FL) (9) Naval
Computer Telecommunication Area Administrative Master Station (Wahiawa,
HI) (10) Redstone Arsenal (Huntsville, AL) and (11) Tyndall Air Force Base
(Panama City, FL).

¢ Despite the requirement for Interagency Agreements to be signed at all federal
Superfund sites, the Superfund statute (Section 120 of CERCLA) contains no
enforcement mechanism that could be used if a federal agency refuses to do so.
Although EPA may initiate administrative enforcement actions under other laws
(such as the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act and the Safe Drinking
Water Act) to compel DOD to clean up contaminated sites, EPA chose not to
pursue enforcerment actions until 2007, more than 10 years after these sites were
first placed into the Superfund Program. Currently, there are EPA
Administrative orders in place at 4 sites: Fort Meade (MD), McGuire Air Force
Base (Trenton, NJ), Tyndall. Air Force Base (Panama City, FL), and Air Force
Plant 44 (Tucson, AZ).

We believe that the Department should immediately enter into the appropriate
Interagency Agreements and expedite the cleanup of these sites. We request that you
provide us with a detailed description of your plans to do so, including:

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER OSD 04353-09
R R R R




04-17-09;01:42PM: J2022260092

¢ Specific timeframes for when Interagency Agreements will be signed at each of
the DOD Superfund sites currently lacking them, and the status of any
negotiations regarding their text, including who is participating in these
negotiations.

* Milestones agreed to by EPA and DOD that are expected for inclusion in Site
Management Plans for the cleanup of each of these sites;

* Any outstanding issues that may impact these schedules and milestones.

~ Thank you very much for your attention to this important matter. Please provide
your response no later than close of business on Friday May 1, 2009, If you have any
questions or concems, please have your staff contact Michal Freedhoff (Rep. Markey,
52836), or Derrick Ramos (Rep. Green, 51688).

Clomusl .'YVLrJ‘-Zrmly, | /%w Zv

Rep. Edward J. Markey Rep. Gene Green
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Congress of the nited States
B®ashington, DL 20515

April 14, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
100 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary,

As you knéw, the United States is currently facing a number of daunting national security
challenges. With our ongoing involvement in Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as our efforts
to combat terrorism, the need to recruit and retain qualified men and women for military
service is greater than ever. We are writing to request that the Defense Advisory
Committee on Women in the Services (DACOWITS) be restored as a meaningful
advisory body with authority to independently advise the Secretary of Defense on issues
concerning military women. Doing so would be a highly effective way to quickly
identify and address the obstacles to women choosing long-term careers in the armed
forces, and would ensure that the U.S. military is well prepared for today’s wartime
realities. _

DACOWITS was established in 1951 as a civilian boaird of individua]s appointed by the
Secretary of Defense for the purpose of providing advice and recommendations on
matters affecting women in the armed services. For half a century, the Committee served
as a vital link between the Department of Defense and the civilian community and gained
a reputation for conducting valuable and highly respected analysis on integrating women
mto the Imhtary makmg the a:med services more effective overall. . :

Many in the security commumty were surpnsed and dismayed when the Bush
administration failed to renew the Committee’s charter shortly after taking office. In its
place, then Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld introduced a new mandate for
DACOWITS which cut members, staff, and funding, revoked the Committee’s
autonomy, and diluted attention to women’s issues. In addition, former Secretary
Rumsfeld imposed restrictions which made the Committes’s military installation visits
less frequent and less effective, and reduced its diversity and transparency in terms of
membership selection and policies. The broader effect of these actions has been to.
sideline serious.study of women in the military, and depriving our armed forces of an
untold number of skllled and capable leaders. - :

Former Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readmess Dr. Dav1d Chu pubhcly
stated his belief that DACOWITS’ work to increase the proportion of women in the
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military had “probably reached its natural limits.”? This statement does not mesh with
the abundance of studies and reports indicating that many women in the armed forces feel
they are coming up against a “brass ceiling” as they struggle to rise through the ranks and
demonstrate their leadership. Under its original charter, DACOWITS worked to address
women’s specific needs as they entered the armed forces in increasing numbers. Some of
the progressive changes made as a result of DACOWITS’ work include coed bootcamps,
the gender “norming” of fitness standards, programs to address sexual harassment, and
family friendly work policies. These institutional changes benefit both men and women,
and help the U.S. military maintain its reputation as the best in the world. Wheever is
appointed as the next Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness should
have an in depth understanding of the need to consider the differing needs of servicemen
and women, and should appreciate the demonstrated benefits of reducing gender based
discrimination in the armed forces.

We believe that DACOWITS must be re-established under the Federak Advisory
Committee Act with the mission to advise the Secretary of Defense on a broad range of
matters relating to women in the military. Additionally, it must be restored to its former
status through an increase in its membership to at least 25, to be chosen from diverse
backgrounds, and this Committee should be supported with an adequate budget to carry
out the analysis and data collection which has proven so valuable in the past. We are
confident in your dedication to creating an enabling and supportive environment, so that
our servicemen and women can reach their full potential and contribute the best of their
skills and abilities to the protection of our country. The revitalization of DACOWITS
would greatly facilitate this goal. Thank you for your attention to this important issue.

Sincerely,
G2 -~
OLY¥N B. MALONEY ERIC MASSA
Member of Congress Member of Congress

! Stone, Andrea. “Women Warriors Play an Essential Role in Military.” US4 TODAY. 11 January 2002.
hggd/m,gsatodax.com/news/&pl 1/2002/01/10/warriors.htm. (Accessed 31 March 2009).
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@ongress of the lnited States
' Washingtown, BE 20515

April 24, 2009

The Honorable Dr. Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

This letter is to respectfully request your assistance in reinstating the National Guard
Joint Countexdmg Task Force’s Port and Highway Interdiction mission, This tasking
was terminated nearly 8 years ago and removed from the responsibilities of the National
"Guard Counterdrug Task Force. We are confident this mission set is both immensely
important to the national security of our country and provides outstanding training for our
soldiers and airmen.

As you know, the Drug Trafficking Organizations (DTO) along the US-Mexico border
have become an increased threat to our country. These criminal and terrorist
organizations control the avenues of approach to the U.S. and utilize these avenucs to
smuggle humans and illegal narcotics. These same organizations then use the lack of
oversight on southbound cargo to transport money and weapons to the cartels- thus
fueling the violence and desiruction,

During the period of National Guard support to Port and Highway Interdiction, Texas
guardsmen were credited with well over $1 billion dollars in drug seizures pex year.
Texas also laid claim to well over $27 million in cash seizures in one year alone. These
statistics prove the viability and importance of having Guard men and women working
the secondary search areas along the border- freeing uniformed officers to be out in front
of the public.

The threat to Texas and the United States by drug trafficking organizations is clear. A
holistic approach must be taken to guell the violence, death and destruction caused by
these narco-terrorist organizations. Port and Highway interdiction is a critical aspect of
this approach and must be reinstated immediately.

Sincerely,

i Sw\ﬁo)wx

. John Carter (TX-31) Rep, Sam Johnson (TX-03)
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Rep. }’alph'Hall (TX-04)" /Rep. Joe Barton (TX-06)
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Rep. ranger (TX- Rep. Lamar Smith (TX-21)

Mo Cullrense,

Repl Johin Culberson (TX-07)

Z. W HZ!CMZ T &Z Coul
 Rep. Michael McCaul (TX-10)

Rep. Kenny Marchant (TX-24)

K.=2

Rep. Michfe] Conaway (TX-11)

Rep. Ted Poe (TX-
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Rep. Lonie Gohmert (TX-01) Rep. Pete Olson (TX-22)




@Congress of the Anited States
Washington, DE 20515

April 9, 2009

President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Re: Funding for the Purchase of F-22s in the FY2010 Department of Defense Budget

Dear President Obama:

We are gravely concerned regarding recently announced plans to cap production of the F-
22A Raptor at 187 aircraft. Simply put, this number is insufficient to meet potential threats to
America and to guarantee our nation’s air superiority decades into the future. Over 30 air
campaign studies completed over the last 15 years have validated a requirement for far more than
187 F-22 Raptors to replace the original force of 800 F-15 A-D Eagles. The decision announced
by Secretary Gates not only ignores these facts, but also the validated requirement of our very
own Air Force.

.« - Secretary Gates indicated his commitment to the F-35, Joint Stnke Fighter a3 America’s

L 5 generaton fighter jet. While the JSF is a very capable pla,tform, 118 designed for multi-role

Strilce missions and not optimized for the air dommance ;;mssxons of the F-’7'2 Moreover it is
severaI years away from full'scale production. , :

, As discussed in the January 21 letter to you signed by 194 House Members, the F-22
program annually provides over $12 billion of economic activity to the national economy. As
we face one of the most trying economic times in recent history it is imperative to preserve
existing high paying, specialized jobs that are critical to our nation’s defense. Over 25,000
Americans work for the 1,000+ suppliers in 44 states that manufacture this aircraft. Moreover, it
is estimated that another 70,000 additional Americans indirectly owe their jobs to this program.

Mr. President, in Jight of these concerns and in consideration of the importance of the F-
22 program to both American national and economic security, we strongly urge you to
reconsider this decision and to certify that continued productmn of this vital asset is indeed in the
national interest of the United States.

Phil Gingrey
Member of Congress
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Sanfoxd Bishop' { ¢ Johnson

MembYer of Congress Member of Congress
k Kingston Jipd Marshall

Member of Congress ember of Congress

Tom Pri Westmoreland
__-Metiiber of Congress Member of Congress

Rob Bishop Dan Boren

Member of Congress Member of Copgress

Allen Boyd ichael urgess

Membeg of Congress ember of Congress

John Carter . : Eljah Cummings
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Raiph Hall Dean Heller

Member of Congress Member of Congress
bamn Jebnson Michael T. McCaul
Member of Congress Member of Congress -

Re: Funding for the Purchase of F-22s in the FY2010 Department of Defense Budget.
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Patrick McHenry Kenny Marchant
Member of Congress Member of Congress
endrick Meek Richard Neal

Member of Congress Member of Congress
Carol Shea-Porter Bill Shuster

Member of Congress Member of Congress
Don Young Paul Broun

Member of Congress

Member of Congress

Gabrielle Giffor
Member of Congfess

Member of Congress

Re: Funding for the Purchase of F-22s in the FY2010 Department of Defense Budget
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The Honorable Robert M, Gates

" Secretary of Defense

Department of Defense

Washingtpn DC 20301-1000

We wish to make you aware of an intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance (ISR)
program in which over $250 million has been invested, and was called an “unprecedented
capability,” only last October in a letter to our Chairman, by the Under Secretary of Defense for
Intelligence, but yet appears to have been orphaned by the Department of Defense.

The Air Force developed and the Marine Corps employed a turbo-prop based wide area,
day-only, electro-optical surveillance system called “Angel Fire” in Iraq from September 2007
until March 2009. Four King Air 90 aircraft were used in Anbar Province. Five additional
aircraft (“spiral two™), with infra-red night capability, have been funded and are planned to be
delivered from July through November of this year.

Responses to inquiries from mid -- March through yesterday to the Commander, Central
Command; Commander, Multi-National Forces- Iraq; Commander, International Security
Assistance Force; Central Command staff the Joint Staff; the Under Secretary of Defense for
Intelligence; the ISR Task Force; the Air Force; the Army; the Marines and your office indjcate a
lack of awareness of the capability of the system; its status; and/or who has the responsibility to
ultimately determine the disposition or use of the assets. '

As an example, General Petraeus, signed a letter dated 17 April 2009, in response to
inquiry from another Member of Congress, which indicated: “The Angel Fire system you
mentioned, which was used by the Marines in Anbar Province in Irag, was redeployed back' to
the States and is currently being reviewed for possible deployment to Afghanistan.” In reality,
well prior to 17 April, the contractor had been directed to dismantle the podded-capability on the
“Angel Fire” system contract aircraft, which was “used by the Marines in Anbar Province.” The
first aircraft had its sensors removed last week: the second aircraft is scheduled for this week;
with the remaining two aircraft to follow in the subsequent two weeks. Further, the Air Force
indicated earlier this week that there is no funding or plan to use the spiral one or two “Angel
Fire” assets in overseas contingency operations. ‘ :




Given your priority on making ISR available to support our troops in overseas
contingency operations, the “unprecedented capability” provided by “Angel Fire” and “Angel
Fire’s” capability and earlier availability compared to similar systems like “Constant Hawk,”
which are being fully supported by the Department, the continued dismantlement of the spiral
one capability and no plan for use of the spiral two capability is inexplicable.

While “Angel Fire” has operational limitations for some areas of Afghanistan, over sixty
percent of recent [ED activity has taken place in southern Afghanistan, where terrain elevations
allow “Angel Fire” operations, as well as in most areas in Iraq.

We recommend that your Programs, Analysis, and Evaluation office examine the “Angel
Fire” and “Constant Hawk” programs and provide you with a briefing, at your earliest
convenience. We would appreciate your views on “Angel Fire” and the planned vse and
disposition'of the assets of the program.

Roscoe Bartlett

Chairinan, Ranking Member,
Air and Land Forces ~ Air and Land Forces
Subcommittee Subcommitiee
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Congress of the United States

THasbhington, BE 20515

April 27, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, NC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

We commend you for prioritizing the development and purchase of new airborne
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR) assets and light attack aircraft.  We agree with
you that our warfighters in Afghanistan and Iraq require a robust mix of manned and unmanned
platforms to accomplish their counterinsurgency and counterterrorism missions. Given the
relevance these capabilities have across the services —~ as well as the continued development of
your Project Liberty initiative ~ we hope you will organize and resource additional airborne ISR
and light attack aircraft programs on a joint basis.

The urgent need to provide these capabilitics to our warfighters has spawned a number of
separate development cfforts inside the Department of Defense.  For example, for more than a
vear, the Navy has been assessing the capabilities of small light attack aircraft with significant ISR
capabilities. The Air Force recently studied the need for a similar capability. Based on input
from our commanders in the field, that study may grow into stated requirements for new assets.

Mureover, the Air National Guard (ANG) is preparing to demonstrate the capabilities of
the AT-6B later this year. We have strongly supported the AT-6B research and development
effort inside the ANG for the past few years, and we hope that the Navy and Air Force will reap
some of the benefits of a project that appears 1 be maturing just at the moment such capabilities
are most needed.

Based on conversations with the Navy, Air Force and Air National Guard, however, we
remain concerned that efforts to develop a light attack and ISR platform remain uncoordinated.
We believe Dol should develop light attack aircraft capabilities on a joint basis, Only when the
services are working in a coordinated fashion can we expect to get this important capability to our
warfighters efficiently and expeditiously.

We hope you agree with our recommendation, and we stand ready to work with you to fund
a joint light attack aircraft program that draws together DoD)’s multiple and ongoing programs.

Sincerely,

SD 04870-09

O
MU0 R




HCE SKELTON, MISSOURL CRAIRMAN
JOWR SPRATT, SQUTH CARDLINA
S0LOMON P. ORANZ, TERAS
GENE TAYLOR, MISSISSIPPI
NEIL ADERCAOMBIT, HAWAN
SWLVESTRE REVES, TEXAS

VIC SINYDER, ARRANSAS
ADAM SMITH WASHINGTON
LOAETTA SANCHEZ, CALIFOANIA
MIKE McINTYRE, NDRTH CAROLINA
ELLEN 0. SAUSCHER, CNJOM
AQBEAT A. BRADY, FENNSYLVAN

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

JOHI M, MEHUGH NEW YORK

ROSCOE §. BARTLETT, MARVLANG
HERYARD P, “BUCKY MeXEON, CALFDANIA
KIAC THORNBENRY, TEXAS

WALTER B, JONES, HCATH CANOLINA

. TODEHAKIN, ASEOAURE

J. RANDY FORBES, VIR

FRANK A. LoBIONDIO, NEW JEASEY
08 BSHOP, UTAY
NNCHAEL TURNER, OHI0

ROBERT ANDREWSE. NEW Jiﬂsi\’
SUSAN A, DAVIS, CALIFORNIA
JAMES A LARGEVIN. RHODE 15LAND
FUCK LARSEN, WASHINGTON

B COOPER, TENNESSEE

S MRASHALL, GEORGIA
MADRELEINE Z. BORDALLD, GUAM
BRAD ELLE\WWORTI, INDIANA
PATRICK J. MUAPHY, PENNSYLVANIA
HANK JOHNBON, GEQAGIA

CARGY, SHEA-POATER, NEW HAMPSHIRE
JOE COURTNEY, CONNECTICUT
QAVID LOERSACK, IOWA

U.S. House of Representatibes
Washinaton, BE 205156035

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS

JORN RIUNE. MINNESOTA

JAMKE RDBERS, ALARAMA
TRENT FRARKS, ARIZONA

UL SHUSTER, PENNSYLVANIA
CATHY MeVMORBIS BODGERS, WASHINGTON
K. MICRAEL CONAWAY, TEXAS
0OUGLAMBORN, COLDRADD
ROB \TIRIAN, VIRGIMIA
TARY FALLY, QIRAHDMA
OQUNCAN HUNTER, CALIFCRMIA
JOHN C. FLEMING, LOVNSIANA
MIKE COFFMAN, COLORADG
THOMAS J. RODHEY, FLORDA

JOE SESVAK. PENNSYLVANIA

GABRELLE

GIFFORGS, ARZONA
NIKS TSORGAS, MASSACHUSETTS
GLENN NYE, VRIGHRA

April 28, 2009

ERIN C. CONATON, SYAFP QIRBCTOR

CHELUE PINGREE. MAINE

LARRY KFSSELL. NOATH CAROLINA
MARTIN HEINRICH, NEVW MEXICO
FRAKRK M. KRATOVIL, M., MARYLAND
ERC J.t NASSA, NEW YORK

BOBOY BAIGHY, ALABAMA

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

1400 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1400

Dear Mr. Secretary,

I am writing you today to express my concern with the cost growth and schedule delays
of the Navy Electromagnetic Aireraft Launch System (EMALSs) program. The EMALSs system
is designed to replace the aircraft launching steam catapults in USS Ford class aircraft carriers
with the advantages of increased catapult capacity and lower overall maintenance life cycle
costs.

It is apparent that the Navy did not aggressively manage this program over the last few
years. It was not until recently when the senior Navy acquisition official directed a complete
program review that the full scope of the cost increases and schedule delays became known. 1
understand this program review evaluated alternatives, including cancelling EMALSs and
reverting to steam catapults for USS Ford. Such change would require a significant redesign
effort for areas of the ship already designed and would delay delivery of the carrier for a least 2
year and perhaps as long as a year and a half. Conversely, the decision to stay with the EMALs
system also contains significant technical risk and has the potential to delay carrier delivery.
Testing of the fully integrated EMALS system will not begin until early this summer, yet
production of the operational system must begin immediately to meet construction schedules.
Any significant issues discovered during test will of necessity delay the construction of the
carrier and undoubtedly cause significant cost growth,

Because the implications of the failure of this system to deliver on time are so great, and
the associated cost impact to the CVN-78 contract could range in the billions of dollars, I believe
this program needs additional and targeted oversight on an hour-by-hour and day-by-day basis. I
also believe this additional oversight will be required for a significant period of time, perhaps as
long as five years, while this system is tested, produced, delivered to the construction yard,
instalied, and verified.

" In addition, I encourage the Navy to maintain transparent reporting to Congress on the
status of EMALs. For example, although EMALSs does not meet the requirements for designation

0OSD 04913-09
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as a major subprogram of the CVN-78 program, the Navy should consider reporting separately
on EMALS in selected acquisition reports, unit cost reports, and program baselines.

It is my intention to hold an oversight hearing on this program in July. Iintend to call
Navy acquisition officials for this hearing but extend to you the invitation to provide a senior
official from your staff to discuss risk management as this program mioves forward. The focus of
the hearing will be to understand what process is in place to maxirmize the chances of success
and to alert, at the earliest time possible, the risk of failure.

Thank you for your continued service to the country.

Sincergly,

GENE TAYLOR
Chairman,
Subcommittee on Seapower

and Expeditionary Forces

cc: Admiral Michael Mullen, Chairmen, Joint Chiefs of Staff
Admiral Gary Roughead, Chief of Naval Operations
Honorable Sean Stackley, Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Research Development and
Acquisition
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Gongress of the Hnited Hiates

' Wenlington, B¢ 20515
May 1, 2009
The Honorabic Robert M. Getes
Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Peatagon
Washington, D.C. 20301

We writo to expreas our doep congern about recent media reports on the Joint Cargo
Aircraft (JCA) program. An article in The Hill, publishedonAprilZl,m.mdlclﬁe_d
that the JCA program will be cut in half and the remaining planes allocsted to the United

.States Air Force in the Department of Defense’s proposed Fiscal Year 2010 budget. We

beliove thet, if impleencnted, such cuts would be impede the sbility of the United States

. Army, specifically the Army National Guard, to meet intra~theater Jift requirements for

the “last tactical mile” as well as severcly constrain the Army snd Air National Guard’s
ability to respond to & domestic disaster.

. The cumrent intra-theatye airlift capability in the U.S. Army is insufficient to meet the

demands of the wars in fraq and Afghanistan. The Army has relied on the C-23 Sherpa,
an un-pressurized aircraft that oannot perform medioal evacuation missians nor transport
modem cargo pallets. The lack of robust airtift over the “last tacticsl mile” bas also
focced the Anmy to press its Chinook helicopters, themselves aging and inneed of
replacement, into missions the helicopier was never designed for, The 2009 Quadrannial
Rales and Missions Review Report (QRM) assessad these concems and conclhuded that
“the option that provided the most velue to the joint force was to assign the C-271 €0 both
the Air Force and Army.” The Pentagon’s proposed cuts and program changes &re in

- direct contradiction to the findings from this congressionally authorized report. The ICA
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will sllow for more rapid delivery of larger cargo loads o shorter and mare remote
airstrips and belp fill the logistical needs of the war fighter on the modem battlefield.

The Air National Guard also has muigmtmedfortheJCAwﬁllﬁRhmnnlm&sqauhy
missions. The tenmination of the National Guard’s postion of the JCA program will

. eliminate a criticsl capability in many Air National Guard units across the country that

MMWMMBMCM.WMmeWM
the Air National Guard in several states will be unable to retain parsonnel and skills that

. have taken years to cultivate, The National Guard Burean has a promised beddown plan

for the JCA in stases affected by BRAC and the elimination of the program casts doubt
about the fistmre of these units. ThiswonldhamﬁnAizNaﬁnnalerd’sahi!itym_
respord to a domestic crisis, Whether the disaster is 4 burricane or large scale terrorist
attack, the JCA would allow the Air National Guard to deliver supplies to arcas that -
would otherwise be inaccessible to fixed-wing aircraft. The National Guard has boen

Jasked to play a larger role in homeland defense and disastes yecovery in recent years and

the JCA will be a critical tool for the Guard in fulfilling these missions. The JCA is
designed for the needs of the servicemen and women fighting on asymmetric
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battleficlds and is one of the few Dol programs that is running on budget and on time.
Any changes to the JCA program will risk the readiness of our Army, Air Force and
National Guard to respond to the full spectrum of threats and requirements. We strongly
urge you to continue with the program of record for the Joint Cargo Aircmaft Program.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this very important issue.
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Gene Tx
United States Representative
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Washington, BE 20515-0606
April 15, 2009
President Barack Obama
1600 Peansylvania Avenue
Washington, DC
President Obama,

As you are well aware, piracy has become a serious threat to both American and intemational
shipping. The majority of these pirate attacks have taken place along the coastline of Somalia -
a coastline thesamelengﬂiasﬂzevniwd States eastern seaboard — and in the Guif of Aden north
of Somalia.

The recent kidnapping of Captain Richard Phillips following a raid on his commercial ship, the
Maersk Alabama, by Somali pirates proves more aggressive action is nceded to combat piracy.
The incident involving the Maersk Alabama was a spectacular show of courage, good luck, the
extraordinary military skill of U.S. Special Forces and the smart decision-making by the Captain
of the USS Bainbridge, Commander Frank Castellano. Unfortunately, in the future, the pirates
may be unwilling to take a ship’s Captain hostage to protect the safety of the crew or the crew of
a merchanl vessel may be unable to fight back. They were very lucky that the U.S. Navy arrived
béfore the pirates were able to make it back to land which would have made it extremely difficult
10 track them down.

The piracy problem is not a law enforcement challenge because the pirates have unrestricted
access 1o Somali port facilities and land bascs that are sanctioned by the goveming institutions of
Somalia irrespective of how dysfunctional they are. This is a military problem and these attacks
on U.S. merchant ships constitute an act of war on the United States.

A new course of action should be reviewed. Sending U.S. Warships to patrol these waters isn’t
enough to protect U.S. flagged merchant ships. This is an arca that is 1.1 million square miles
and the U.S. Navy, or eny navy, has their hands full trying to protect thiy vital shipping lane.

- The placement of small detachments of U.S. Marines or sailors aboard U.S. flagged merchant
ships would help bring an end to the piracy problem off of the coest of Somalia for U.S. -
commercial shipping. This would be 2 much more cost effective way of ending any advantage
that the pirates have, New rules of engagement should give U.S. military personnel, assigned to
U.S. merchant ships, the authority to engage any small boat if it demonstrates hostile intent when
approaching a U.S. merchant ship.

FRINTSC ON MECYCLED PAPER
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There is a precedent for using U.S. military persomnei on U.S. flagged merchant vessels. During
WWIL, U.S. military personnel were deployed on U.S. flagged ships to provide protection.
These detachments were called “The Naval Armed Guard,” and were established after the 1941
repeal of the “Neutrality Act of 1936, which had outlawed the arming o U.S. merchant vessels.

It isn’t necessary to talk about military operations against the pirates along the Somali coastline
when we havc the option to put small military detachments on board U.S. commercial ships,
These raids would not only put members of our military unnecessarily at risk but there would
always be the potential for collateral damage causing hatm to the inpocent hostages and civiliens
in the target areas.

Mr. President, how many sailors and Marines arc available for such actions and are you willing
10 tempotarily station military detachment on U.S. flagged merchant ships?

Thank you for your time and I look forward to your response.
' Sinoerely.

Mike Coffman, M.C.

CC: The Honorable Robert Gates
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v | tHashington, BE 20515
March 26, 2009
President Barack Obama
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President;

As co-chairs of the 52-member bipartisan U.S.-China Working Group, we are writing in
- regard to recent developments within the bilateral U.S.-China relatiqnship.

Last week, the Working Group hosted Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense David
Sedney for an update on U.S.-China military-to-military relations. We are supportive of
your efforts to protect U.S. Navy reconnaissance vessels and your decision to send a
destroyer escort to the South China Sea. The harassment of U.S. interests by Chinese
ships is a violation of international law and we applaud your decisive response.

Additionally, we urge your continued support of increased U.S. - China military-military
relations. In our view, the U.S.-China diplomatic relationship will be the most important
of the 21® century. Strong military-to-military connections remain instrumental in
expanding and improving that relationship.

Thank you for your leadership on this issue. We look forward to working with your
Administration to advance U.S.-China relations.

Sincerely,
Rick Larsen Mark Kirk
Member of Congress Member of Congress

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER




Congress of the nited Hiates

Wishingten, BE 20515
The Honorable kohm M. Gutes
Secretary of Defense ’
1000 Defense Pentagon
‘Washington, DC 20301
Dear Secretary Gates:

Your internal budget procéss consists. of serious delibieration on threat analysis, risk
assessment, and cost benefit tradeffs in regard to budgetary decisions. This information is
otitical for Members of Congress and the public:to ko, and for this reason [ am concerned
about 4 disturbing trend-of restricting budget and inspection information within the Department
of Defense.

T undexstand that you recently asked senior officials in the Depastment to sign 8 Non-
disclosure Agreement as it relates to the Presidont’s FY1G Buddget propesal. While 1 fully
understand that some of thege discussions must be kept eonfidential, I ains concermed that 1) this
agreement i3 not strictly linsited to predecisional discussions, and 2).that Corigress miay bo -
excluded from oversight and engagement due o the restrictions put in place by this agroement.

Specifically, the Agreement states that, budget-relatex information restricted ineludes
“finformation,] predecisional or-oflierwise, concerning the Administration’s deliberation of the
nature and amounts of the President’s budget for Fiscal Year 2010, and any supplemental budget
request submitted during the current fiscal year.” Can T expect a candid answer frop1 a senior
military official when I ask therm about the process used to establish priorities, sither now, o1
after the President’s detailed Budget is released to the public? Members of Congress deserve
candid answers from senior military officers that are not suppressed or censored--either directly,
or implicitly viaa culture of regulations that muzzles their independent professionsi judgtheat.

We are well aware that only the President, and s staff see the fill revenues and resource
requirements of the United States Government, and members of his Adminisiration are expected
to implement hs guidance. However, the Constitution charges:Congess, not the Executive, with
the mandate to raise and support armies and riavies, and it grants authority to Congress to fand
the budget for our defense and the other constitatianal responsibilities. 1am concembd that
these Testrictions on the deliberation of these tradeoffs are reflected in the President’s Budged this
duyear and future years severely and unnecessarily limits the Congress in these

ties. )

The Congress, and the Nation as & while, can ill-afford our Natjon’s senior military
leadership 1o be forced to squivocate or be pedantic in so far as their professional opinion is
converned, particularly as it relates to risk caloulation and threst analysis associated with. the
priorities of the Department of Defens and the slfocation of taxpayer dollars.
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Furthermore, T am concerned to fearn thet proviously unclassified INSURYV inspections
will now be classified. It is sometimes only through the media and public awarencss, as was this
case with the inspections of the USS Steut and USS Chosin, that we leam of the urgent need to
address some of the shortfalls the military has, including the $417 million shortfall in skip depot
maintenance.for this year alone. If thess veports ars olassified, we are unable t communicate
these needs tq the public,

Lastly, senior Ammy-officials shruptly withdrew from a recent hearing before the House
Armed Servives Alt ind Latid Ferces Subcommittee sni Futare Combat System. Thishearing
was to focus oh the status of the FC3 program in light of a recent GAO yepdit that made
recommendations on this system. These actions continue to contribute to the perception thatthe
Department in not interested in engaging with Congress to determine.the best possible selution.
The classification of inspections and excluding Congress from budgetary discussion serve as an
impedinienit for Corigress to fulfill its constitutional responsibility to provide the necessary
~Tesources to support our national security strategy and the rost of the federal governmerit.

More than ever, our budget needs a close look. In fiact, President Obama indicated in one
of bis first Executive Orders conceming the Freedom of Information Act, that “A democrasy
requires accountability, and accountability requires trabsparency. As Justics Louis Braidels
wrote, “sunlight is safd to be the best of disinfectants.’” Wewlerstand that most budget
doswuments are not subject to FOLA wder § USC 552(b)(5), and # may be timely to reconsidier

There:i8 no more strious responsibility that Presidént Obama, you, or Wi have thad tg

ensure the security of this great Nation. We remain strong supposters of yur efforts and of the -

candor with which you have testified before Congress. We look forward to werking with'you to
ensure our Nation has the defense itnecds. Thanks you for your assistance,

Sincerely,
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Congress of the Wnited States

Washington, BC 20510
May 6, 2009
The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301
Dear Secretary Gates,

As Congress awaits the submission of the President’s Fiscal Year 2010 budget request for
the Department of Defense, we write to share our strong and unwavering support for the
Air National Guard (ANG) units in our states that lost their flying missions through
BRAC 2005.

As you know, the last BRAC round made significant changes to the lay down of aircraft
within the ANG. In our six states, many units lost their flying missions — ranging from
A-10s, C-130Js, and F-16s — with some losing the only flying mission stationed
permanently in their state. The loss of a flying mission is a direct threat to the manpower,
readiness and relevance of our ANG units and their contintied ability to meet their state
and federal duties.

The ANG not only serves our nation as we ask them to support operations in Iraq and
Afghanistan and around the world, but they also serve the local state missions. Without a
permanent flying mission within the state, the ANG may lose the valuable expertise and
experience our airmen provide. With the immense capability the ANG provides to our
hation, we must not jeopardize the investment we’ve made in the ANG personnel forces.

According to the 2008 Air Force Weapon Systems Roadmap, as well as subsequent
planning by the Air Force and National Guard Bureau, our six states are each expected to
receive the C-27] Joint Cargo Aircraft (JCA). While we welcome the assignment of a
permanent flying mission to our states, we are concerned that continued debate about the
organization and control of the JCA program could place the future of our ANG units at
risk. We believe it is important to firmly resolve the “roles and missions” debate with
regards to intra-theater lift, and move forward with a program that meets the needs of
ANG states impacted in BRAC while also addressing the capability gap faced by our
warfighters, ,

This is a pivotal year for our Air National Guard. To this end, we look forward to the
Department's strong support for the allocation of permanent flying missions to our
states as part of the upcoming submission of the 2010 Jefense budget.

As always, we thank you for your service to our nation and look forward to continuing to
work with you to support our men and women in uniform.

OSD 05298-09
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Sincerely,
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Christopher Dodd oseph Licberman
United States Senator United States Senator

Lars Joseph Courtney

ited States Representative United States Representative
Barbara Mikulski mamm Ca.ﬁ -
United States Senator United States Senator
Sten; : Roscoe Bartlett
United States Representative United Smcs Representative
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vin Debbic Stabenow
United States Senator United States Senator
Mark Schaver

United States Representative
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. DUNCAN HUNTER

1420 LORGWORTE KOUSE OFFICE SURDING
WASIHINGTON, OC 208163862

comxﬁee on ARM;O SERVICES DEEE
COMMITEE QN mzmﬂ.ﬁmm
EDUCATIOM AND LABOR o o - e . ::t(s‘i':ql‘-;m;z "
0.3, Boose of Representatioes 0025692
¥Washington, P 205150552
‘ January 29, 2009
The President
‘The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500
Dengr. Pmident: |

I am writing to express my grave concem regarding the Medal of Honor review. pmcﬁs
. ...and the apparent lack of living award recipients. Since you, as President of the United States, are
responsible for presenting the Medal of Honor on behalf of the U.S. Congress, | respectfully
j request that your Adlmmmtmn conduct a review of this matter,

. Since World War l-,-there have been 3,462 Medal of Honors awarded to our soldiers and
sailors for distinguishing themselves “conspicucusly by gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his
life above and beyond the call of duty.” In World War I, 27% of Medal of Honors were awarded
posthumously, in World War I1, 57% and in Vietnam, 38% were posthumous awards. In

~ Operation Iragi Freedom and Operation Eriduiring Freedom (OIF/QEF), 100% of all Medal of

" Honor awards have been posthumous. [ am concerned that either knowingly or inadvertently,
the Medal of Honor awards | process is bécoming biased to only acts of valor that result in the
death of the service member.

_ Mr. President, only 99 Medal of Honor winsiers are living: 25 from World War [, 14
from Korea, and 60 from Viemam. The last Medal of Honor awarded to a living recipient was to. .
Michael E. Thomton for his heroic actions in Vietnam on October 31, 1972, Their stories inspire
our country and provide the military sérvices with their heritage and traditions. Having Audie

- Murphy, Pappy Boymgton and San Diego's own John Finn living amongst us has motivated .
generations 10-greater achievements: While the integrity of the award must be preserved, the
Department of Defense should also not be applying a different standard to OIF/OEF that
essentially precludes thc award of the Meda! of Honor to living recipients. :

' In-addition, the recent dowugradmg of the Medal of Honor for Marine Sgt. Rafael Peralta -
- 1o the Navy Ctoss raises similar concerns. Despite the fact that Sgt. Peralta was nominated for
. the Medal of Honor by Marine Corps leadership, the award was downgraded by a panel
comprised primarily of civilians that included a neurosurgeon and two pathologists; - | am very




concerned that the criteria for awarding the Medal of Honor, which has been historically
awarded based on eyewitness accounts, has now been replaced by modem forensic science. |
firmly believe that the eyewitness accounts of the event should take precedent through the entire
chain of command review process because heroic actions in combat cannot always be explained
by science alone.

Again, ] hope your Administration will do a thorough examination of the issues

surrounding the process for awarding the Medal of Honor, The selflessness and combat heroism
that is represented by the Medal of Honor must be preserved for future generations.

Sincerély, ’
AN

Dancan Hunter

Member of Congress

DH/ven
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WASHINGTON, DC 20510-1502
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SMALL BUSINESS

February 3. 2009

President Barack Obama
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Obama;

One of the great many reasons we are so thankful that you have now been sworn into office is
our shared commiument w suicide prevention for veterans and those still serving in our nauion’s
armed services. You were a true leader on the Armed Forces Suicide Prevention Act, and your
leadership and help from your staff was invaluable in gaining co-sponsorship and advancing the .
issue in the 110" Congress.

It was truly disappointing that the Harkin/Obama amendrent. based on the Armed Forces
Suicide Prevention Act which we respectively authored in the Senate and House. was not
included in the National Defense Authorization Act of 2009. As you may remember. one of the
major obstacles 1o its inclusion was the formal comment we received from the Department of
Defense opposing the legislation “because it would establish a legislative mandate for programs
already ongoing or within the Secretary's authority to establish.” The conument letter went on to
say “However, the administration supports the goals of the legislation and we look forward to
working with Congress to address these concerns.”

We were deeply disturbed last week to receive the attached letter from the Department of
Defense stating that there were 128 suicides among active duty Army soldiers in 2008, with
another 15 cases pending investigation. while the total for 2007 was 115, This is the fourth year
in a row that has seen a similarly dramatic increase. Clearly, the Department of Defense should
have done a better job 1 protect the health and lives of the brave men and women who serve in
our military.

We know you share our concern about our military's corumitment o its personncl, and would
find these needless deatlis to be a senseless tragedy that could have been prevented. ln order for

150 FIRST AVENUE, NE 210 WALNUY STREET 1606 BRADY STREET 35¢ WEST 61T STREET 320 6TH §TREET
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us to be able to continue to work together to improve mental health screenings and treatment,
and to reduce the stigma of accessing such treatment, it would be helpful for you to initiate an
assessment of the programs currently in place in each branch of the armed forces. It would be
helpful to know more about what services are currently available, are being accessed, and what
resources and structural improvements are needed to reduce the toll of suicide on active duty
service members. It would be especially helpful to examine all of the reasons, both structural

and situational. that the suicide rate in the Army is so much higher than that in the other
branches.

As sponsors of the Joshua Omvig Veterans Suicide Prevention Act. which was signed into law
on November 5, 2007. we are pleased with recent reports from the Department of Veterans
Affairs that the Omvig legislation is being fully implemented and to date the Suicide Hotline has
received over 101.00 calls and has been credited with over 2.600 rescues. It is now time to
ensure that our service members of the Armed Forces have similar protections.

Thank you tor vour parinership on this critically important issue. We look forward o working
with you on this in the future, and hope that we can improve on the dismal record of the past
administration in this regard.

Sincerely.

Tom Harkin Leonard Boswell
United States Senator Member of Congress
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Gongress of the Pnited States
MWashington, BE 20515

April 23, 2009

President Barack Obama
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President;

We request that you include funding for the Joint Strike Fighter alternate engine in your budget
for fiscal year 2010. Competition within any market is understood to yield products of a higher
quality at a lower price, With the continued development of the Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) as our
nation’s sole air superiority aircraft, it is essential that the components used within the platform
are highly reliable. It is with the spirit of competition that we request full funding for the
research, development, testing, evaluation and procurement of an alternate engine that may be
interchanged with the currently contracted propulsion system.

Strong bipartisan support within Congress has invested approximately $2.5 billion since fiscal
year 1995 into an alternate engine for the JSF, Since 2006, the Department of Defense (DOD)
has repeatedly attempted to cancel funding for the JSF alternate engine program, contrary to both
congressional intent and enacted legislation. The shortsightedness of the budgetary requests by
the DOD; fail to recognize the long-term benefits and cost savings that are widely projected with
the development of a competitive propulsion system. Following the “Great Engine War,” the
United States Air Force continues to use engines for the F-16 Falcon that have been built and
petfected through direct competition by both Pratt and Whitney and General Electric.

It would be prudent for the DOD to revisit the current contract for the JSF propulsion system to
address questions of operational risk, cost savings, responsible government action, and relations
with key allies. This is especially true now that General Electric and Rolls-Royce have offered to
negotiate the remaining development and future production of the alternate engine on fixed price
terms. :
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* Unlike other recent attempts to renegotiate defense contracts, it is proposed that a new agreement

be settled to develop and then fund engines for the JSF by both Pratt and Whitney and the -
General. Electric/Rolls-Royce team. As the DOD continues to perfect its acquisition and

.. contracting procedures, we strongly urge that you include funding for the JSF alternate
~ propulsion system within the Presidential Budget request to the Congress.

Sincerely,

L A e

Representative Steven LaTourette, (OH-14)

Thsde

- Repmentatlve Robert Latta, (OH -05)

Representative Steve Austria, (OH-07)

: R;xie;sentaﬁvev(;hgﬂes-w.ilsoh (OH-06)




Representative Michael Turner, (OH-03)

r, (OH-09)

Representative Mary Jo Kilfoy, (OFEAS) chresen&{iﬁ}e Betty Sutton, (OH-13)
B, X

Representative Brad Ellsworth, (IN-08) sentative e, (OH-08)
Repredentativ, Fallin, (OK-05) Representafive Bobby Scott, (VA-03)

im Jordan, (OH-04)
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chr;}qnfative André Carson, (IN-07) Representative Steven Rothman, (NJ-09)
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sentative Joim Boccieri, (OH-16)
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Represéilative Joe Wilson, (SC-02)
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Representative Steve Buyer, (IN-04)
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President Barack Obama
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500
President Obama,

Following the testimony of General Duncan J. McNabb, USAF, Commander of the United States Transportation
Command before the Senate Armed Services Committee on March 17, 2009, I urge you to carefully consider the
strategic use of Azerbaijan, and specifically the airfield at Baku, as a staging point for United States distribution,
cargo handling, and refueling services.

As the Co-Chairman of the Azerbaijan Caucus, my colleagues and I have spent a great deal of time building ties
with Azerbaijan, and 1 believe Azerbaijan offers a safe, secure and strategically valuable alternative to support
our movements into Afghanistan. Azerbaijan has been a coalition partner in our efforts in Iraq and Afghanistai,
has supported our requests for assistance, and has been a strong partner in the war on terrorism.

From an ease of operations standpomt, Azerbaijan offers a large state-of-the-art handling facility in Baku with
significant available capacity and an air route across the Caspian Sea and Turkmenistan’s airspace dlrect!y into’
Afghanistan. Utilizing this corridor avoids Iranian airspace all together and offers a very short flight time into
Afghanistan,

Currentiy, T understand problems have emerged shipping cargo through Dubai and throughout other hubs in the
region. With an influx of cargo and personnel needed to support efforts in Afghanistan, I also understand that
Azerbaijan may offer better flight times, the Baku airfield may offer greater command and control, is less
congested allowing cargo to get into Theatre more quickly, offers competitive pricing, and has a domestic
commercial fleet of aircraft to supplement our efforts.

1 urge you to work with the Department of Defense and the State Department to fully examine the benefits
operations in Azerbaijan would have as we increase our focus on Afghanistan.

Sincerely,

Bull Shustes
Bill Shuster
Member of Congress

cc: Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
Secretary of Defense Robert Gates
General Duncan McNabb, USAF, United States Transportation Command
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@Congress of the Puited States
Washington, BCE 20515

March 10, 2009

President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Re: Urge Expeditious Replacement of Aged Aerial Refueling Tanker Fleet
Dear President Obama:

We write to urge that there be no further delays in moving forward with a new fleet of
aerial refueling tankers. The KC-135 aircraft fleet, which performs the critical air refueling
mission around the world, has been in service since the late 1950s. The old, outdated KC-135
fleet costs taxpayers an enormous amount in ongoing maintenance costs. Such older aircraft,
with the attendant safety and efficiency issues, complicate the mission of the brave men and
women devoted 1o air refueling.

MacDill Air Force Base is a mainstay of both our congressional districts. It is home to
the 6™ Air Mobility Wing (AMW) and & tanker fleet that provides refueling power around the
world for our military. However, the men and women making this task look easy are doing so
with these KC-135 aircraft which range in age from the late 1950s to the mid 1960s. While the
6™ Maintenance Group is doing great work keeping 50- year-old tankers in the air, we are
concerned that the age of the tankers adversely impacts the nation’s security interests, is a
growing safety concern for service members on refueling missions, and is costing taxpayers
money due to continued and extensive maintenance.

We understand that the Department of Defense is currently weighing the options for
budget offsets as it crafts the 2010 Defense budget request. However, we respectfully urge that
you not delay replacement of the tanker fleet. It already has been delayed long enough. The men
and women who fly these aircraft, their famities and thosc who rely upon the refucling mission
support depend upon our leadership in providing safe and modem equipment.

We look forward to working with you on this issue, and are confident that you and your
staff will work to identify a workable solution for tanker procurement.

%CRJ‘/
il Young Kathy Ca¥tor

Member of Congress Member of Congress

cc: Col. Lawrence Martin, Commander, 6™ AMW
Gen. Arthur Lichte, Commander, Air Mobility Command
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Congress of the United States
MWashington, B 20515

May 14, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

U.S. Department of Defense .
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

It has recently come to our attention that service members returning from deployment
have indicated they were allocated only two liters of bottled drinking water per day, and were
forced to find additional water for themselves. It is our understanding that this was not an
isolated event and service members stationed across Iraq during various phases of the war have
reported the problems,

The Army minimum to avoid dehydration can reach as high as 135 liters per day to
prevent heat casualties in desert climates. As a result of the bottled water drinking shcrtaggs,
these same service members indicate at other times they were forced to "improvise” to avoid
dehydration by drinking potable and nonpotable bulk water. As you know, questions on the
quality of bulk water still remain, and it is not authorized for drinking in Iraq. However, the
soldiers indicate consumption of this water was necessary to avoid dehydration and are now
experiencing short term and long term health effects of illnesses associated with drinking
unclean water.

Many of us have visited Iraq and we are all well aware of the extreme conditions our
troops stationed there face. We are dismayed to hear these accounts and believe the health and
safety of our service members must be a priority and taken seriously. Therefore, we respectfully
request that you investigate these water shortage claims immediately and provide the finding to
our staff for review.

- Sincerely,

%% N

Gene Green - Solomon Ortiz
Member of Congress

JE@W« ML

Ralph
Member of Congress

Pl

Ron Paul OSD 05657-09
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Congress of the Hnited States
House of Representatifes
T nshington, BE 20515
May 12, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

US Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

A recent Federal Circuit Court decision in Rothe Development Corp. v. U.S. Department
of Justice held that 10 U.S.C. 2323 is unconstitutional on its face, resulting in a complete
injunction of that statute, which provides certain Department of Defense contracting preferences
for small disadvantaged businesses. This judicial action is clearly limited to 10 U.S.C. 2323, but
some agencies appear to believe that the Rothe case may affect small business programs and
activities under other Federal statuies like the Small Business Act.

Thus we are writing to urge that the Department of Defense issue immediate clarifying
guidance to all of its agencies involved in contracting with the private sector. While the Office
of the Under Secretary of Defense issued an interim guidance memorandum on March 10, 2009
concerning the application of the Rothe case, the memorandum failed to explicitly address the
applicability to small business programs and activities that are carried out under Federal statutes
other than 10 U.S.C. 2323.

In our view, the guidance should be explicit with respect to these other programs and ‘
activities. This approach was taken by the Army Corps of Engineers in a March 9, 2009 |
communication to contracting personnel, stating that its Rothe guidance to cease coniract ‘
activities that rely exclusively on the authority of 10 U.S.C. 2323 "DOES NOT apply to small
business set-asides, HUBZone small business set-asides, 8a set-asides, service disabled veteran '
owned small business set-asides or Alaska Native Corporations (ANC) as these categories are
governed by separate statutes that were not impacted by the [Rothe] ruling." This is precisely the
kind of guidance that should be sent out deparment-wide as soon as possible.

Please let us know as soon as possible if and when the Department of Defense pla}ng on
issuing clarifying guidance that expressly addresses the small business programs and activities
that are not affected by the ruling. Thank you.

OSD 05662-09
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Don Young
Member of Congress

Dale Kildee
Member of Congress

Sincerely,

Ml Derewrtic
Neil Abercrombie
Member of Congress

/5\""(“""

Tom Cole

Member of Congress
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Dr. Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000
Dear Secretary Gates:

We have serious objections to the stop work order issued May 11, 2009 for the
Kinetic Energy Interceptors (KEI) program. This decision is without justification.

Overall, we are concerned with the handling of the May 7, 2009 Kinetic Energy
Interceptor termination announcement. KEI was noticeably absent in an April press
conference that outlined Department of Defense. program cancellations and restructures.
However, it was rolled out as a cancellation during the May 7, 2009 FY10 President’s
Budget briefing and quickly followed by a Missile Defense Agency stop work on May
11, 2009, with the goal of de-staffing the program by the end of June. This surprise
announcement and immediate stop work notice has precluded any meaningful discussion
between the Congress and the Department on the merits of the cancellation and the
resulting impacts to the nation.

In partnership with the Department of Defcnse, Congress has supportcd the
requested budgets for the KEI program. In past years, Congress went beyond what was
requested, and provided the Department with additional dollars to accelerate this critical
boost phase capability. In total, the Department has expended more than one billion
dollars toward this effort to date, in providing the nation with a technically viable
solution for boost and ascent engagement of a ballistic missile targeting our nation,
deployed forces, and allies. Six years of development and testing, with most of the more
than one billion of funding spent to date, was to culminate in the first booster flight in the
fall of 2009 — less than five months from now. With the issuance of the stop work, the
Department is walking away from this investment without the benefit of knowmg what
this technology has to offer,

The FY09 appropriated budget and accompanymg language for the KEI program
not only fully suppox’ced the requests but went further to encourage the Department to
accelerate the development of this ‘capability for the war fighter. The. FY09
appropriations specifically funded continued KEI development static tests, and the: ﬁrst
booster fli ght in 2009. : '
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We strongly urge you to rescind the KEI stop work order and to continue toward
culmination of the 2009 booster flight. We look forward to working with the Department
in the FY10 budget cycle to best determine the way ahead for this vital boost and early
engagement capability resident in the KEI program,

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter and we look forward to your
prompt response and a positive resolution.

Sincerely,

Congressman Rob Bishop

Congressman Ed Pastor

Trent Franks

gressman ;erry Lewis



THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
1000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1000

The Honorable John P. Murtha JUN

Chairman, Subcommittee on Defense
Committee on Appropriations

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman: | ' ]

Thank you for your letter of May 20, 2009, regarding cancellation of the Presidential
Helicopter Replacement Program (VH-71). We appreciate your concerns regarding the
decision to cancel the VH-71 program. On January 28, 2009, the Secretary of the Navy notified
Congress that the cost growth in the VH-71 Presidential Helicopter program had breached the
critical Nunn-McCurdy threshold. As a result of this, as well as the subsequent review of the
program in building the President's FY 2010 budget submission, the decision was made to cancel
the VH-71 program.

The VH-71 Increment 1 aircraft lacks the inherent capability necessary to meet the full
. operational requirements of Presidential Helicopter Replacement Program, and does not offer a
cost effective long-term solution to meet the requirements of the Presidential helicopter mission.

The President’s FY 2010 Budget requests funding to extend the service lives of the
VH-3D and VH-60N. In total, the service life extension is currently estimated to cost about
$500M over the life of the program. The cost of terminating the VH-71 prime contract is being
developed by the VH-71 prime contractor and will be negotiated with the contracting officer over
the coming year. This total is significantly less than the amount that would have been needed to
complete development of Increment 1, procure-additional Increment 1 aircraft and logistics
support, and develop configuration improvements required for long term operation. Accordingly,
the contracting officer has prudently implemented the cancellation decision by issuing a notice of
termination.

Because there remains the need to replace the current fleet of Presidential helicopters, the
Navy is preparing a plan to develop options for a Presidential helicopter replacement program.,
Part of that plan will include evaluation of technologies developed under the VH-71 program to
identify potential benefit to other programs. If I can be of further assistance, please let me
know.

jncerely,

75%57;
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The Honorable Robert Gates
May 20, 2009
. Page Two

to begin in fiscal year 2011 will only disguise the immediate need, and
significantly delay development, The options for potential competitors will remain
much the same in 2011.

Additionally, the Administration, in its fiscal year 2010 budget request only
asked for $85 million in program termination costs. The Navy, by its own
admission has stated that it expects cancellation costs to approach §555 million,
and would require an additional $4.4 billion to extend the life of the current aging
fleet. Given these estimates, it would appear that poor business decisions are being
made regarding this replacement program and that datcnmnatwns are being made
based on public perception.

In light of these concems, we urge you to reconsider your decision, and
commit to a Presidential helicopter fleet consisting of the currently developed
Increment I aircraft.

Thank you for your attention to this matter, and for your continued
dedicated work for our nation's defense.

Sincerely,

P "
hn P. Murtha
hairman
Defense Subcommittee
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@Connress of the Wnited States
' Hlashington, AE 20515

April 30, 2009

President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20502

Dear Mr. President:

As your Administration considers its detailed Fiscal Year 2010 budget priorities, we
write to express our strong support for fully funding the Delaware River Mainstem
Channel Deepening Project in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ budget.

Authorized by Congress in 1992, this project will deepen the Delaware River’s main
shipping channel from 40 feet to 45 feet. Deepening the main channel will make
transportation more efficient and reduce costs, thus creating additional business
opportunities and growing employment at the port communltles along the Delaware
River.

This project is both economically justified and environmentally sound. Following
recommendations made by the U.S. Government Accountability Office in 2002, the
Army Corps conducted a comprehensive economic reanalysis of the project which
indicated that it would yield a net benefit of $1.15 for every dollar spent. An economic
update in 2008 indicated a net benefit of $1.25 for every dollar spent.

Following execution of a Project Partnership Agreement in June 2008, the Army
Corps performed an additional environmental assessment of existing and new
information generated since the project’s 1997 Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement. This environmental assessment, published in April 2009, concluded that
changes to the project or project conditions since the 1997 SEIS will not have a
significant adverse effect on the environment.

Accordingly, we strongly support this project and respectfully request that you
prioritize it in the Fiscal Year 2010 budget for the Army Corps of Engineers. Thank you
for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Robert P. C 5

Arlen Specter asey, It

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER




President Obama
April 30, 2009

Page 2
Ai b %&é
Robert A. Brady Fattaly
|-
Allyson Y. Scheyartz 4 Patrick J. Maphy

et

1 Sestak




202-226-2269 Congressman Kingston Congressman Kingston ’ 10:24:39a.m.  26-05-2003 2/4

Congress of the nited States
Wasliington, BE 20515

May 20, 2009

' The Honorable Robert Gates
The Office of Secretary of Defense
1155 Defense Pentagon Way
Room 3D821
Washington, DC 20301

We are writing to convey our support for the Army plan to assign an additional Brigade
Combat Team (BCT) to the 3 Infantry Division at Fort Stewart and Hunter Army Air Field,
Georgia. We share your expressed concern for the great hardship endured by the soldiers
and their families and agree with your guiding principle to prevent the under-manning of units
for combat while changing the policy on stop-loss. We beligve the plan to bring the 5" BCT
to Fort Stewart is in concert with the guiding principle of your statement on April 8" and will
continue the progress made in revitalizing our armed forces.

Unquestionably, Fort Stewart is, for numerous strategic reasons, an ideal location for
the Army to grow. But just as important it is imperative that the Army and the Department of
Defense not lose sight of the issue of refiance~—that state and local governments and the
civic and business leaders relied on the request of the Army and the Department to be ready
to accommodate these soldiers and their families. Accordingly, they have already invested
about $450 million dollars in anticipation of the arrival of the BCT.

While we recognize the extensive military analysis and fiscal constraints required in
determining the location of a BCT, we firmly believe that it is in the best interest of the
Department of Defense to take into full account the investment at Fort Stewart and Hunter
Army Air Field made by local communities long ago. The communities made these decisions
by taking to heart the clear assurance from Depariment leaders that the BCT was coming.

- They responded to the Department’s requests to provide the essential private sector support
in advance of the arrival of the Brigade. In deciding this issue, we believe the Army and the
Department must consider the extensive, good faith reliance of its partner community. The
Department must live-up to its commitments. it must not break its word.

The City of Hinesville, the surrounding communities, and the State of Georgia have
demonstrated unwavering support for soldiers and families over many years. The area now is
clearly recognized as one of the most Army-friendly installation in the U.S. Community

Page 1 of 3
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leaders have faithfully and diligently workad with the Department and the private sector to
ensure that the facilities and infrastructure is ready to receive the additional brigade. To date
the community's investment of about $450 million in preparation for the expected growth to
include $72 million in public school projects and other public sector infrastructure investment.
The State of Georgia has again expanded its acclaimed HOPE Scholarship program to
further extend the access to military families for full tuition, room and board to any Georgia
public college or university for students who graduate from high school with a B average.

We believe adding the 46™ BCT in the Amy to Fort Stewart would enhance the
immediate operational effectiveness of the 3" Infantry Division at the Fort Stewart and Hunter
Army Air Field. When taking into consideration the emerging Center of Maneuver Excellence
at Fort Benning and the growing presence of the BCTs at Fort Stewart, the Army has an
exceptional home base in the state of Georgia to meet all mission challenges for our nation’s
defense. Resources are already either in place or pending final construction to swiftly
accommodate the arrival of the new Brigade and their families. Nc other U.S installation can
so effectively and quickly meet these needs. Commanders would have an Army unit with
maximum adaptability and capability to meet combat requirements. Soldiers would be able to
focus on their training, knowing that their families are settling into an installation and
community that continues to welcome and accommodate them.

Fort Stewart's strategic location in southeast Georgia makes it easily accessible by
road, rail and sea, Hunter Army Air Field provides a strategic Airbome Point of Entry for unit
deployment. Movement to ports takes place in hours vice days and weeks. At 280,000 acres,
Fort Stewart is the largest military instaliation east of the Mississippi River. The Army has
invested some $670 million at Fort Stewart and Hunter Army Air Field in the past three years
making it one of the most modern and efficient installations in the nation with additional
construction pending for increased capacity. Training is efficient and cost effective due to the
installation’s digital multipurpose range training complex and other facilities located within
minutes of the cantonment areas. Fort Stewart and Hunter Army Air Field also has no
significant environmental impact or encroachment issues. Just this month Fort Stewart and
Hunter Army Air Field won its fourth Army Community of Excellence installation award.

Accordingly, it is our request that the Department continue as originally planned to
expand growth at Fort Stewart through the assignment of the additional BCT without
adversely affecting the alignment of the current forces stationed at Fort Stewart and Fort
Benning. We urge you to meet with Fort Stewart community leaders in the near future and
permit them the opportunity to directly share their views and additional information on this
issue,

Page 2 of 3
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Thank you for your distinguished service to our nation and thank you for your
consideration of this letter.

Sincerely,

Sdpford Bishop Paul Broun
Hank Johnson Nathan Deal

Mo Voea 9

L

John Lewis Phit Gingrey
/-/ I /h@//
Jim Marshall John Linder

David Scott Tom Price /

Lynn Westmoreland
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Congress of the United States
Tbouge of Repregentatives

May 14, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1400 Defense Pentagon
Washington DC 20301-1400

Dear Secretary Gates:

I commend your decision to investigate the recent fatal shooting of five service members
at Camp Liberty in Iraq in order to identify shortcomings in mental health care for troops
deployed in war zones.

This incident highlights not only the inherent danger to our deployed troops, even on
their own bases, but the potential psychological consequences of combat stress and
repeated deployments. The incident at Camp Liberty, as well as the growing incidences
of suicide in the ranks, make it clear that more must be done to address the mental and
psychological well-being of our men and women in uniform. The number of cases of
suicide in the military has increased dramatically since the Vietnam War, reaching an all-
time high of 128 cases in 2008.

I am horrified at the thought that the terrible slaughter in Iraq could easily have occurred
in hometown, U.S.A. [ agree with the calls for expansion of psychological testing during
deployments in war zones. But I believe it is equally important to provide for intensive
mandatory psychological evaluations of members of the armed forces immediately prior
t0 separation as a precautionary step in the transition to civilian life.

As a veteran of the Korean War, I have expenenced the difficulty of transitioning to the

real world after a stint in combat. The situation is worse today. That is why I have =
introduced legislation (H.R. 1963) which would require all those separating from active gg
duty to receive counseling in how to repackage their military skills, where and I.IOV./ to =
find employment, along with physical and psychological testing. The growing incidences § ]
of post-separation domestic violence, PTSD and suicide, demands that we do more for =
those who have contributed so much to our country. o=
L=
I strongly urge you to expand your Camp Liberty investigation in order to.deter{ninc the
need for this universal mandatory approach, It seems clear to me that dealing \A{lth the %
difficulties of earning a living in a shrinking economy is increasingly franght with =
uncertainty and stress, such as we've never seen before, -
WASHINGTON OFFicg DisTrRiCT OFFICE
O 2354 Ravaurn House Orrice BuiLoing [m] 163 WEST 125TH STREET
WasHinGTow, DC 20515-3215 New YORK, NY 10027
TELEPHONE: (202} 2254366 TELEPHONE: (212) B83-3900

Fax: {202) 225-0816 PLease Responp To OFFICE CHECKED Fax: (212} 663-4277



Honorable Robert M. Gates
May 14, 2009
Page 2

Mr. Secretary, with full appreciation for your commitment to the welfare of our troops, I
am prepared to work with you, Chairman Ike Skelton, and Chairman John Murtha to find
ways to address these issues.

Thank you for your consideration, and I look forward to working with you.

Sincerely,

CBRkij
Enclosure:
cc: Ho i
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Hon. Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

We are writing to express our concern about the Department of Defense Health
Information Technology (Health IT) systems. The committee has long expressed concern about

how the department has managed its Health IT systems, and recent events have only deepened
those fears.

A joint hearing on the Department of Defense Health IT systems was held on March 24,
2009, by the subcommiitee on Military Personnel, with oversight responsibility for the Military
Health System, and the subcommittee on Terrorism and Unconventional Threats and
Capabilities, with oversight responsibility for Department of Defense Information Technology
programs. At that hearing, we heard from the military services about the difficulties they have
encountered with Health IT systems, specifically problems with the system known as AHLTA.
We were encouraged that the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs and his staff
agreed that there are serious problems with the Health 1T systems. We were further encouraged
when they presented what appeared to be an ambitious and comprehensive plan to overhaul the
system that would address all of the issues raised by the services and would provide the best
Health IT system possible for the department’s beneficiaries.

At that hearing, we were assured that the Department was committed to moving forward
with their proposed solution, but that cost details could not be discussed because both the Fiscal

Year 2009 supplemental request and the Fiscal Year 2010 budget request were still in
preparation.

During our review of the Fiscal Year 2010 budget justification materials, we were
surprised to find no mentien of the plan referenced by Health Affairs during the March hearing.
Further, a review of the Fiscal Year 2009 supplemental request did not turn up any mention of
the proposed solution. Most recently, in testimony during the May 15, 2009, hearing on the

OSD 06110-09
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Defense Health Program budget, the Acting Principle Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Health Affairs and the Chief Information Officer failed to provide any additional insight into the
cost of the proposed solution.

We find this troubling. It calls into question the ability of the department to deliver on
the commitments made by Health Affairs during the March hearing, as well as the promise of a
Joint Virtual Lifetime Electronic Record recently announced by you and Secretary Shinseki, at
least for health information. We therefore respectfully request that you look into the situation
and report back to the committee with the actual status and content of any plan or strategy to
improve the Department of Defense Health IT systems, as well as projected costs and a budget
submission schedule. We look forward to discussing your findings.

Very truly yours,

M av1s . © Joe Wiison
Chairwoman Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Military Personnel

Subcommittee on Terrorism
Unconventional Threats and Capabilities

SD/AS/TW/IM:dk
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

On March 23rd, I wrote to you asking you to review your Department’s
policy on outsourcing and suggesting that you halt A-76 studies pending the Office
of Management and Budget’s (OMB’s) review of the A-76 program pending the
Office of Management and Budget’s review of the A-76 program. I requested a
prompt reply. '

I was disappointed with the response that I received on April 28™, from your
former Undersecretary for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics which largely
restated the facts contained in my letter to you. The response also stated that the
“Department is reviewing the current (A-76) program”. This response appears to
misstate what is indeed occurring within the Defense Department and does not
address my concerns.

Originally, the OMB Circular A-76 process was to be used as a tool to
determine the most efficient source for performing “commercial” work — either in
the public or private sector. The use of the OMB Circular A-76 process was
extensively criticized by the Government Accountability Office (GAO) in two
2008 reports. According to GAQ, the OMB guidance for the A-76 process was
flawed. As a result, there may have been inadequate tracking of costs and savings
but moreover, there are serious concerns that agencies, particularly DoD, had
started privatization studies in response to arbitrary targets. Moreover, the DoD
Inspector General has found that an OMB error in the A-76 calculation of
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Honorable Robert Gates
June 9, 2009
Page Two

“overhead” could wrongly and unfairly result in the outsourcing of workload.
However, DoD has recently used OMB A-76 to push more and more work into the
private sector. Indeed, in fiscal year 2008, DoD more than doubled spending for
contractor provided services compared to the amount it spent a decade ago but
your Department has been unable to answer basic questions such as how many
contractors and subcontractors there are and their average salaries.

To halt the continued conversion of functions to contractor performance
until the Administration could conduct a thorough review of its a-76 policy, the
Fiscal Year 2009 Omnibus Appropriations Act includes a government-wide
moratorium on beginning or announcing any A-76 studies. In addition, the
President has announced a broader review of “...when governmental outsourcing
for services is and is not appropriate...” Yet, the Defense Department is
continuing to move forward with numerous public-private competition studies that
were in progress before the moratorium took effect, and without further validation
of estimated savings, to include converting government functions to contractors.

Therefore I once again, strongly this time, recommend that you immediately
suspend all ongoing activities related to OMB Circular A-76 studies, including the
conversion of functions performed by federal employees to contractor performance
and I recommend that you do so for the remainder of Fiscal Year 2009.

I once again request a prompt response from you to this letter.
Respectfully,
P. Murtha

airman
Defense Subcommittee



Unlike some of my Republican colleagues, I have the utmost confidence in the men and women of our armed
forces to securely detain these prisoners anywhere in the nation. But I am sure you agree that Level IT or Level
III facilities such as Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, WPNSTA, Charleston, SC, or Fort Knox, KY are better
equipped to house these prisoners. Ideally, the Guantanamo detainees will be held in appropriate locations
overseas. But if that is not possible, they should be held in Level Il or Level [11 secure facilities with excess
capacity and a history of performing this kind of mission. MCB Quantico does not fit those criteria.

Sincerely,

Gerald E. Connolly
Meinber of Congress
11" District, Virginia
GC/HA
cc: Secretary Robert Gates

Attorney General Eric Holder, Jr.
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May 11, 2009

President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President,

M4 5FF

WASHINGTON OFFICE:
2467 Ravaurn HousE Ofrice Buioing
WasaingTon, DC 20616
ProNE: (202} 225-3335
Fax: (202) 225-466%

DISTAICT OFFICE:

150 MOTOR Parkway, SuiTe 108
HauppauaE, NY 11788
PHONE: (631) 851-2210
PHONE: {516) 505-1448

Fax: (631) 351-3308

I am writing to ask that you consider immediately issuing an Executive Order
barring investigations under Don’t Ask Don’t Tell (DADT) given the growing support in

Congress for an outright repeal of this prejudicial law.

As you know, since DADT was implemented in 1994 more than 12,500 men and
women have been discharged from military service. According to 2005 information from
the Government Accountability Office, roughly 800 of those discharged were ‘mission-
critical’ specialists, which would include intelligence analysts and linguists. Just last
week, U.S. Army Lt. Dan Choi, a West Point graduate who served in the New York

National Guard and is fluent in Arabic, was dismissed under DADT.

DADT is a discriminatory policy that has deprived our military of badly needed
skills, talent, and experience. While our overextended military bravely fights battles on
numerous fronts, we cannot afford to endure a prejudicial law that results in the dismissal
of some of our best and brightest and leaves certain units shorthanded. We are criticaily

short personnel in some of these areas.

It’s also worth noting that DADT is fiscally irresponsible — a Blue Ribbon
Commission Report noted that the cost to replace and train those service members
discharged between 1994 through 2003 was nearly $363 million. Twenty-six other
countries, including Great Britain and Israel, have lifted their bans. It’s time for the

United States to do the same.

A bill to overtum DADT has been introduced in congress, and currently has 140

bipartisan cosponsors. It would replace Don't Ask Don't Tell with a policy of

nondiscrimination. Because this is a sign that Congress will eventually act to overturn
DADT, and because of our critical and immediate military needs, this issue should not



need to wait for an Act of Congress. Please consider issuing an Executive Order for the
sake of our nation, for our military, and for those that seek to fight for our country.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,
Stee th—

Steve Israel




@ongress of the Hnited States
Hashington, BE 20515

June 23, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C, 20301

Dear Secretary Gates,

We write to respectfully request your attention to and engagement on a long-standing issue that
relates to the unequal treatment of the U.S. territories due to a regulatory exclusion of Invitational Travel
Orders (ITOs) to the territories by the services. The source of this discriminatory policy is Department of
Defense Directive number 4515.12 section 5.2.3 which stipulates that “The Secretaries of the Military
Departments are delegated the authority unilaterally to extend invitations for sponsored non-reimbursable
non-multi-departmental travel within the 50 United States to members (other than newly elected) and
employees of the Congress...”. Despite the strategic importance and contribution to National Security
and a significant military presence in the U.S. temritories, the aforementioned directive excludes ITOsto
the territories.

In the past, the Office of the Secretary of Defensc has favorably resolved restrictions on non-
committee Congressional staff traveling to the territories by issuing special exemptions that allowed for
ITOs to the territories. The following Congressional Staff Delegations occurred as a result of this type of
special exemption: U.S. Marine Corps House Liaison-organized STAFFDEL to Guam, Saipan, and
Tinian in February 2002, Navy OLA-organized STAFFDEL to Guam and Hawaii in April 2003, U.S.
Pacific Command-organized STAFFDEL to Guam and Hawaii in August 2006, and most recently a Navy
OLA-organized STAFFDEL to Guam in April 2007,

These staff delegations provided a venue for non-committee Congressional staff to learn about
our nation’s military operations in the territories in a comprehensive and astute manner that would be
impossible to replicate from a distance. However, several services have since requested STAFFDELS to
the territories and were subsequently denied. We are concerned that current regulations are impeding the
Services ability to execute and complete their missions in the territories by hindering their ablllt}' to fully
inform non-committee Congressional staff,

We have attempted to work to resolve this issue with your predecessor; however, we were unable
to get any traction and the discriminatory regulation remains. We hope that with your engagement and
assistance, the regulatory exclusion of non-committee staff ITOs to the territories will be permanently
lifted. Such a resolytion would be non-discriminatory and would contribute to the Services ability to
complete their missions in the territories.

We look forward to working with you and appreciate your attention to this issue.

Sinceraly,

[ J
ELEINE Z_BORDALLO LOMON P. ORTIZ
Member of Congress Member of Congress Me ber of Congress
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Eongress of the Anited States
$Waslfington, BE 20515

June 26, 2009

The Honorablo Robest Gates

Sectetary of Defense
1000 Defensc Peatagon

Washington, DC 20301
Dear Secretary Gates:
Our ground focees in Iraq and Afghanisten have beaefited from the development and

fielding of flame rosistant combat uniforms that are made of durablc materinl that breathes well
yet protects their skin from fire. In 2007, after a full competition, the Army’s PEO-Soldier and

USMC’s PM-CIE chose & material named “Defender M™ for the nsw wmiforms. We spplaud the

military’s cfforts to challenge the US textile industry to upgrade the bum protection for soldicss
10 meet the threat of today’s risks and environmental burdens in theater.

Aﬂoftbcmumﬁwhningfmﬂmym,fahiu,mdmiﬁmmisdomintheu&wiﬂlm
10,000 jobs associated with making these valuable uniforms. This is a thriving U.S.
manufsctaring capability because of the ability to import the basic fibers not found or made
here, The matesial's flame resistant and breathable properties offer superior protection and
comfort, and they derive from imported flame resistant rayon (FR Rayon) fibers made in the EU
with raw materials not found in the United States. Also, domestic rayon manufacturing is
defunct, in pert duc to EPA regulations. Our troops, then, are bencfiting from fibers that are, by
necessity, imported.

Mmmdforcuhwemﬂlcitmowcﬁwunifombecmofam
Amendment waiver allowing impartation of thesc fibers for manufacturing into yam, fabric and
uniforms. The corrent five-year waiver was negotiated between the Congress and the last
Administrstion and was included in the FY08 National Defense Autharization Act.. We believe
that this should bo a permenent waiver, as a benoficial and life-saving material manufactured by
aU.S. ally should be exempt from restrictions.

If in the foture, a domestic substitute fiber that meets requirements is found, obtains
permits for manufecturing, achieves sufficient capitalization for production, and is memufactured
here, the companics making the material and the uniforms will quickly be able to migrate to the
new fiber. Such a possibility is not foreseen in the rcasonable fitare. :

We seek your comments on the waiforms and their tility and on the merits of the waiver
a8 we begin to deliberats & more enduring solution.
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Secrefary Gates

e
Page 2 of 2
Sincerely,
Lttt o Bon
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- @Congress of the United States
Washington, BE 20515

Tuly 10, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

U.8. Department of Defense
1400 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C, 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

We are requesting a briefing on the draft Request for Proposal (RFP) for the KC-
X acquisition, prior to its release to indusiry.

As members of the United States House of Representatives, we are most
interested in understanding the intended evaluation and criteria from the previous source
selection and the rationale for those changes. In addition, we want to understand the
steps the Department has taken to address the areas of concem indentified by the June 18,
2008, General Accountability Office KC-X ruling,

As you may recall, during your testimony before the U.S. Senate Appropriations
Subcommittee on Defense on June 8, 2009, you stated that you would “share the draft

RFP here in Congress as being a transparent process.” -

Mr. Secretary, we appreciate your stated commitment to move forward quickly in
an open and transparent manner with this acquisition effort and look forward to your
response to this request. To schedule this briefing, please contact Jon Hand with
Congressman Jo Bonner at {202) 225-4931.

Sincerely,
Jo Bonner by Bri
United States Representative Unitéd States Representative
First District — Alabama Second District ~ Alabama
OSD
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Ml R

Mike Rffers Robert Aderholt
United States Representative United States Representative
Third District - Alabama Fourth District — Alabama
Parker S Bachus
United States Representative United States Representative
Fifth District — Alabama Sixth District - Alabama
Artr Davis
United States Representative

Seventh District ~ Alabama First District - Florida
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Change Course, Confront Crises, Continue the Legacy

June 29, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

U.S. Department of Defense
The Pentagon

Washington, D.C, 26301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

As members of Congress, we are writing to express our concerns over the
delay of the mandated Military Leadership Diversity Commission as well as
the larger issue of diversity in the armed services’ upper leadership.

This Commission is the fruit of numerous meetings between senior members
of the armed services, the Pentagon and the Congressional Black Caucus
dating back to 2007 and it remains a priority. And as you know, the 2008
National Defense Authorization Act created the Commission with the intent of

* having it begin its work no later than 120 days from the bill’s passage.

Understendably, with the change in Administration there has been some delay
and only recently have certain appointments been made; however the
comprehensive evaluation and assessmest of the promotion, recruitment and
retention policies that the Commission will undertake are of the wtmost
importance. As members of Congress we remain very interested in this
Commission’s work we ask to be kept abreast of the Commission’s status as
well as its findings.

In many ways the strength of our nation is in its diversity, and similarly we
view diversity as an issue of national security. Diversity of experience,
talents, backgrounds and capabilities provides our pation and our armed
services with the widened aperture we need to deal with the many problems
facing us in the future, and the Commission’s work will give Congress a better
idea of how to address the continuing issucs hampering our senior military
service members.

T




CBC

Hon. Robert Gates
June 29, 2009
Page 2

We do not need to tell you of the acute underrepresentation of minority officers at the
General and Flag level and given that it takes more than 25 years to grow a General or
Flag Officer, change will be a slow process. We remain very interested to hear what the
Office of the Secretary of Defense is doing with regards to the recruitment and the
retention of minority officers as our armed services of the future should look more like
the America it represents among all of its ranks.

The U.S. military has long been at the forefront of maximizing diversity in our nation, but
we must continue to build on past successes. We know that the effort to build upon that
diversity is a goal that we share, and we look forward to continued partnership on these
issues.

Sincerely,
Hon. Kendrick B, Meek Hon. Barbara Lee
Member of Congress Chairwoman

Congressional Black Caucus

Committee on Homeland Security

PAGE 2




HENRY A. WAXMAN, CALIFORN(A TOM DAVIS, VIRGINLA
CHAIRMAN RANKING MINORITY MEMBER

ONE HUNDRED TENTH CONGRESS

Congress of the nited States

Honse of Representatibes

COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM
2157 Raveurn House Orrice BuiLoing
Wasningron, DC 20515-6143

Majority (303) 236-5081
Minorty (202} 225-%074

November 19, 2008

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

United States Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

We write to express concern about current implementation plans for the
Defense Integrated Military Human Resources System (DIMHRS). We are very
concerned this program has not taken into consideration all of the Army’s requirements
and specifically, the unique needs of the men and women of the National Guard.

Over the last few years, the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform
has investigated and uncovered long standing problems resulting from numerous
military service unique personnel and pay systems, including accurately paying
military personnel on time and monitoring and tracking them to, from, and within their
duty stations. In 2004, we held hearings focusing on Army Reserve and National
Guard troops receiving inaccurate pay due to a lack of integration in Army personnel
and pay systems, and exacerbated by the thousands of reservists deployed to Iraq and
Afghanistan,

In 2005 and 2006, the Committee held hearings on the financial hardships
created for injured Army National Guard and Reserve soldiers due to disjointed pay
and personnel offices. More recently, during our 2007-2008 hearings on issues facing
wounded soldiers, Defense Department officials testified that some of the
administration challenges facing wounded soldiers would be addressed under
DIMHRS. During all of these hearings, we were promised that most of the
administrative problems would be solved when DIMHRS was adopted.

As you know, our wait for solutions promised with the deployment of DIMHRS
continues. DOD has planned five DIMHRS deployment dates for the Army alone;
from the first in April 2006, to the most recent in March 2009. In 2005, the
Government Accountability Office (GAO) reported to our Committee that DOD was
not managing the DIMHRS program effectively, including defining requirements
needed by each military service.
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The Hon. Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
November 19, 2008
Page 2 0of 3

This month, GAO reported that requirements difficulties remain, particularly
with the communications between DOD and the Army. A September 12, 2008 memo
from the Department of the Army, Enterprise Information Systems Program Executive
Officer to Major General Darryl Scott at the Department of Defense Business
Transformation Agency (BTA) lists “critical mission show stoppers” for the Army’s
deployment of DIMHRS and expresses concern about what will be done by BTA to
“ensure a fully mission capable DIMHRS product.”

On October 3, 2008, Licutenant General Clyde A. Vaughn, Director of the
Army National Guard issued a memo stating that the current development of DIMHRS
“does not meet the Army National Guard’s critical needs,” and disappointment at a
“significant lack of proven functionality to pay and account for soldiers.”

Furthermore, the Adjutants General of the United States have also expressed
serious concerns about major deficiencies that remain between the Army requirements
and those requirements of the Army National Guard.

Unlike active duty personnel, a National Guard member can be carried in
several pay categories with varying entitlements during one pay period. There also
appears to be a lack of positive funds control inside and outside of the current
DIMHRS configuration to account for these pay and allowances. The State Adjutants
General also are worried about the transition of legacy system data into the new system
that if not corrected before implementation in March 2009, would produce disastrous
payment errors. The State Adjutants General also cite lack of accessibility, security,
and training and support, as major issues that might prevent Army Guard soldiers from
getting paid timely and accurately.

As our Committee hearings since 2003 have focused on the many problems that
arise with paying Army Guard and Reserve soldiers under the old stove-piped,
disjointed and paper intensive system, we are incredulous that DIMHRS does not
address or solve these issues for the men and women of the National Guard.



The Hon. Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
November 19, 2008
Page 3 of 3

We ask that you look into these unaddressed requirements immediately and
look forward to working with you to see that these issues are addressed. The
Government Accountability Office tells us that DOD estimates the cost of DIMHRS
f'rom F 3{98 through fiscal year FY 2009 to be approximately one billion dollars. It is
imperative we get a system that addresses the needs of all our military members; not
just a few.

Sincerely,

RNy 9 VR W N

ep. Tom Davis Rep. Dennis Kucinich
ep. ChriStopher Shays : Rep. Darrell Issa

ﬁod(‘ P;atts



Congress of the United States

THashington, BEL 20510
January 30, 2009
The Honorable RoberfM, Gates
Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentag,

Washington, DC 20304 -1000
Dear Secretary Gates:

We write regarding th¢ OMB Circular A-76 review of installation management fmwtmns
under the Defense Ldgistics Agency Enterprise Support organization (DES). It is owr
understanding that Department of Defense’s Competitive Sourcing Official is
disinclined to approveja request by the Defense Logistics Agency (DLA) to tmdeﬂake an
internal re-engineering effort as an alternative means of ensuring workplace efficiency
and cost savings.

Upon reviewing the |recent concerns raised by the General Accountability Oﬂicc
regarding the level offsavings achieved under OMB Circular A-76, and the information
provided to our ofﬁo{regarding DLA'’s alternate approach, it appears the latter offers a
viable alternative that fvould result in savings more quickly.

and cost-effective mgnner, we respectfully request the Department to give all due

Given our mutual inEst in ensuring the DES mission is accomplished in an efficient
consideration to the re-engineering effort developed by DLA,

We look forward to ydur response.

) SR 1Y
Vanil ke Awnn M Colline

OSD 01166-09
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Letter to Secretary Gajes
Januvary 30, 2009
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United Btates Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

February 2, 2009
: ‘ | ;
The Honorable Robert M| Gates Admiral Mike Mullen ! |
Secretary of Defense Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
1000 Defense Pentagon ‘ 9999 The Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-§000 Washington, DC 20318-9999

Dear Secretary Gates and Admital Mullen:

We appreciate the directel focus you have brought to the National Guard and Reserves through
recent directives, personrfel decisions, and other actions. In our September 26, 2008 letter, we
asked you to look at the ifsue of transparency and accountability in the purchase and distribution
of equipment for the Natinal Guard and Reserves. We would appreciate an update on the
Depertment's efforts to resolve these challenges, which have prevented equipment slated for the
reserve components fronyactually entering Guard and Reserves inventories.

We have received a numHer of interim responses, including letters that referred our inquiry to the |

Under Secretary of Deferfse (Compiroller) and, later, to the Under Secretary for Acquisition, g
Technology and Logistic}. We look forward to a more detailed response on how the Department :
actually plans to account for the appropriated dollars provided for National Guard and Reserve

equipment.

Given its constitutional ajthority and paramount responsibility to the American people, Congress
has a deep interest in full cial transparency. Establishing a budget and execution plan that

" provides transparency and accountability of Guard and Reserve equipment funding is also a key
recommendation of the Cbmmission on the National Guard and Reserves. We understand that
that the Departnient of D¢fense acknowledges the need for corrective action.

We would appreciate an §pdate on the Department’s plans to ensure greater accountability for

National Guard and Resefve equipment. In particular, please advise on the status of evaluating

the viability of such proppsals as delineating Guard and Reserve funding requests within the

Services” annual procureghent requests or Congress creating a separate appropriation for Nationa!

Guard and Reserve equipinent requirements. '
Thank you again for ) izing the importance of this issue and working with the Congress

toward a sensible resol:;ctfn. ' ‘

Sincerely, :
PATRICK LEAlLY CHRISTOPHER S. BOND '
Co-Chair Co-Chair |

U.S. Senate National Gudgrd Caucus U.S. Senate Nationat Guard Caucus .
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Wnited States Senate

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES:
WASHINGTON, C:20510-6050

February 2, 2009

The Honorable Robidrt
Secretary (}f Defens’ '

Dear Secretary Gateg:

' Thank you fof-your letter of January 27, régarding the Departretit’s use of
retired military offidprs as “surrogates” to make the former Administration’s-case
in the media. As yo)i indicate in'your letter, the Inspector General found no
improper-or illegal detivities on the part of the Department’s Public Affairs
personnel and conclhded that information briefings provided to retired military
officers did not violjte legal prohibitions against the.use of appropriated funds for
publicity or propaganhda purposes.

However, the|Inspector General also found that the Department excluded a

retired General fron
critical of the condv
Public Affairs offic:
group of “reliably -
‘our water.” I do no
outside commenta

further participation it the program because of his.comménts

t of the Iraq war. The report also confirms that a senior DOD

| sent an e-mail urging the Depariment to-cultivate a core
enidly” retired military analysts “that we can count.on to earry

think it should be acceptable for DOD officials to cut off
-who express critical opinions, or to useaceess to

information to rewafd political allies in the press. If this conduct is not illegal or
improper under exigting law or regulations, I-believe that those laws and
regulations need to pe changed. I would appreciste if you would review the
applicable laws andfregulations and get back to.me with your views:

‘Also, while the report finds insufficient evidence to détermine that any

contract_qr_ recejved
analysts, the report,

ails to assess whether the retired military analysts themselves

.obtained finangial :neﬁts from contractors-as-a resu[t of their favorable access to

} DOD: information
| for the Department

d officials. The report also concludes that it was appropriate
0 employ a contractor to ensure that the commentary of retired

BN H I

1 competitive-advantage as a result of its ties to retired military

OSD OIZi
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military analysts “reflected accurate information.” However, the purpose of the
contract, as detailed |n the report, was not to determine whether the commentary
was “accurate”, but father whether it was favorable — i.e., to determine “how
coverage reflects or fails to reflect DoD stated policies or views (as expressed by
its spokespeople andother representatives).” The report fails to assess whether it
was appropriate to hjre an outside contractor to determine which analysts were
most supportive of Administration views.

I would apprmiate if you would task the Inspector General to conduct an
additional review anfl analysis to address these issues.

Thank you fof your attention to this important matter.

==

Sincerely,

Carl Levin
Chairman




Mnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

March L1, 2009

The Honorable William J, Lynn
Deputy Secretary
The Department ofDefense
1100 Defense Pentpgon
Washington, DC 2¢301-1100

Lynn: //

-
by whe
Dear Deputy Sec:

Rocently,
postponing again

were informed that the Dopartment of Defense is considering
acquisition of a new Air Force aerial refueling tanker. As the co-

Chairmen of the Sdnate Tanker Caucus, we believe that any additional postponement of the

tenker re-capital}
service members’
recommend that-
expedited basis.

As you
is to assist the

ion program will bave a serious.and unnecessary adverse effect on out -
ility to carry out the National Military Strategy. Accordingly, we
Department recommence the aerial refueling tanker competition on an

, the Senate Tanker Caucus is » bipartisan organization whose pwpose
nt in efficiently procuring whichever aircraft best meets the

requirements of ouf National Military Strategy and provides the best value to the taxpayer,
The Caucus has nof, and will not, take a position suppomng any particular bidder in the

The abilitypf our aation to continue to project acrial power worldwide depends on
our tanker fleet, backbone of this fleet is the KC-135, which is rapidly approaching its
50" year in servicd  As | am sure you agree, continuing to rely upon these airoraft for
decades 1o come pgses an unacceptable risk not only to onr nation's unique giobal reach

capability, but to

Therefore,
select 8 new aerial

staffs be briefed, if] a timely manner, on the Department’s plans.

Thank youlfor your attention to this matter.

r most valuable asset, our men and women in uniform.

e respecttully recommend that the Depanmmt resume the competition to
cling tanker as soon as possible. We also request that our respective

bl @«&:ﬁﬂ:

Kent Conrad
United States Sendor

Oerin G, Hatch
United States Senator

v
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Wnited States Senate |

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERYICES i
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050
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March 12, 2009

Honorable Robert M
Secretary of Defense
1000 Defensc Pentagon

Washington, DC 20310-1000

Gates

Dear Mr. Secreiary:

ent of our strategy for success in Afghanistan must be enabling

_ though the force leve} may well require additional growth in order to meet Afghanistan’s
security nceds over the long term.

The United Sttes and its allies need to do all we can to accelerate as quickly as
possible the training §nd equipping of the ANA and the Afghan National Police (ANP).
Gencral David McKiprnan, Commander, NATO International Security Assistance Force,
has said he needs mofe embedded trainers and funding to spced up building the capacity
of the Afghan security forces.

We have also Jeard recently that the “long pole in the tent” for growing the ANA
rapidly is getting thege units the basic equipment they need machine guns, radios, and
vehicles — when they jneed it. At a hearing on February 26", General David Barno,
former Commander, fombined Forces Command Afghamstan testified that the main

problem is “a consti
well suited to the de
encountercd in deliv
wc hope the lessons

ted, peace-time system” for equipping these forces which is not
nds of an ongoing conflict. As you recall, similar problems were
ing badly needed military equipment to Iraqi forces. In this rcgard,
arned in Iraq will be applied to our efforts in Afghanistan.

you closely examine what is needed to expedite the training and

We request th
cquipping of the Afg{an National Army and Afghan National Police and report to us on

what more is needed, fin terms of resources, personngl, ot legislative relief.
!IWIWWWIEI)\I@WWWMMI
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We look foryard to your prompt response and working with you on this matter.
Sincerely,
John McCain Carl Levin
R Member Chairman
|
[ )
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Hanv Senate JFFIGE BULDING

DAVID VITTER y ajO ég‘a@u b.c.

LOUISIANA . ) haTe Qo 2
WagnneTon, DC 20610
DEPUTY wHIP (202} 224-4623

Cammercs, Science, sna Transportation 'a)ﬁnittd 5mtm %mam ) Fax: (202) 228-5061

Envirgnmaent and Public Works BATON ROUGE

868 Conve §
Foreign Relations WASHINGTON, DC 20510 Barow Rou'g::A ;:J‘;;;
{226) 383-0331
Smalt Business and Entreprensurship J 23 2009 Fax: {229} 3B3-08%2
4 ; ; an e with £+ ,
Special Committee on Aging uary ’ Weblcian :'r’:‘c fw':l::; oﬁvucesa
The Honorable Barack{H. Obama The Honorable Daniel Inouye
President of the United| States Senate Appropriations Committee, Chairman

The White House
Washington, DC 2050

§-128, the Capitol
Washington DC, 20515

ity. Not only will this funding help protect Louisiana’s coastline and

citizens, but it will alsq stimulate the economy as we currently have $6.2 billion in “shovel

ready” projects.
With $6.2 billign in shovel-ready projects in Louisiana alone, I believe the current House
stimutus funding for tig Corps is woefully short, and 1 request increased funding for the Corps in

the Senate version of the stimulus bill.

and Ike. Authorized levels of protection are needed in Terrebonne and
sistance to parishes around New Orleans is needed to storm-proof pump

of natural wetlands anq protection of inland communities from storm surge. I believe that use of
dredged material, mosqy from navigation projects, to regenerate barrier islands and wetland
habitats is a critical bufding block for better hurricane protection. Additional funds should also
be used to complete diftribution pipelines, enabling the immediate application of such material
with new and ongoing projects. Assistance is also sorely needed by several parishes for repair of
environmental infrastricture and flood control projects.

ACADIANA CENTRAL LOUISIA NORTHEAST LOVISIANA NORTHWEST LOUISIANA  SOUTHEAST LOUISIANA SOUTHWEST LOUISIANA
800 LAFAYEYTE STREET 2230 SOUTH MACARTHUA RIVE 1217 NoRTH 19TH STREET 920 PEAREMONT Roan 2800 VETERANS BOULEVARD 3221 Rvan STREET
Suite 1200 Surre 4 Mownog, LA 71201 SUITE 113 SUTE 201 Sure £
LAFAVETTE, LA 70501 ALEXANORIA, LA 7130 (318) 325-812¢ SHREVEFORT, LA 71106 METARIE, LA 70002 Laxe Cuanrces, LA 70601

(337} 262-6898 {318) 448-0168 Fax. (318) 3269165 {318) 8610437 {504) 5852753 337) 438-0483
Fax: |337) 262-8373 Fax: (313) 4480189 Fax; {318)861-4865 Fax: (504)589-2607 FAx: {337)438-31863




These project{ clearly align with the intent of the Stimulus Plan to revitalize critical
infrastructure, provic:{)eoonomic benefit with new jobs and enable economic development in

Louisiana. | am willihg to help in any way possible and I appreciate your continued support and
prompt considerationfof this matter.

David Vitter
United States Senator

Cec: General Robert Vlan Antwerp, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers




The Honorable Barack

President-elect
Presidential Transitio
451 6th St., NW

Washington, DC 2

Dear Mr. President-el

We write to a

Nnited Dtates Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20810

000GO=

December 15, 2008

t:

for your support of a robust shipbuilding budget and policies to support

our Navy, Marine Cofps, and Coast Guard and to enable commercial ship construction in the
United States. Such golicies and funding would create and sustain highly skilled jobs, strengthen
our national and homgland security, and modemize and expand our domestic marine
transportation highw.

The shipbuildfhg industry of the United States employs more than 400,000 people in 47
states. The industry cpnsists of six major shipbuilding yards, several smaller ship construction
and repair yards, and fnore than 4,000 major manufacturers of ship components and systems.
Thousands of jobs wald be created in the United States with a renewed commitment to
shipbuilding that has peen lacking in the past decade.

Military leadefs have documented for several years a minimum national requirement for

313 ships to support
Roughead testified |
growing our fleet wil
strategy.” He is, “co;
establish the vital
above a 313-ship
Admiral Roughead
10 provide the global
He concluded by sayi
balanced force and pr

Navy and Marine Corps. The Chief of Naval Operations Admiral Gary
year at the Navy FY09 budget hearing that “[t]he rate at which we are
challenge our ability to fulfill the core capabilities of the maritime

itted to taking the steps necessary to build the future fleet and re-
needed among the Department, Congress, and industry to get our Navy
. At the House Armed Services Commitiee hearing on March 6, 2008,

, “[t]Jhree hundred thirteen ships represent the minimum force necessary
ach, persistent presence, and strategic, operational, and tactical effects.”
g, “l support a stable shipbuilding plan that provides an affordable,
serves our nation’s industrial base. I intend to develop further our Navy’s

relationship with indutry to reinforce our conunitment to a stable shipbuilding plan.”

Unfortunately
ship Navy outlined by

~ While Americ
rise. Russia has madg
rapidly. By 2015 the
intention to have the s

however, the Navy’s fleet has declined to 284 ships. To attain the 313-
the CNO, 12 ships need to be budgeted annually.

’s naval fleet is in decline, the Navies of potential adversaries are on the
rebuilding its naval power a priority, and the Navy of China is expanding
Chinese Navy is projected to be larger than ours, and Russia has stated its
econd largest Navy in the world by 2022, These countries may be building

their naval forces to dgny America access to critical regions and to limit America’s influence

around the world. Be
power is the key to ac

ause more than 90 percent of global commerce is transported by sea, naval
bessing critical raw materials, to securing sea lanes of commerce for trade

and energy, and to prgjecting power quickly when needed. Other nations are also placing a




alarming rate. Terrori§t attack from sea remains a high security threat.

premium on naval forTs, and the instances of piracy on the world’s oceans are increasing at an

In addition to the Navy’s priorities, the U.S. Coast Guard warrants your attention. The
U.S. Coast Guard fleeqis one of the oldest in the world. Your commitment to modernize the
Coast Guard fleet withf new improved cutters will be essential in defending our borders,
improving search and fescue, stopping illegal trafficking, and giving the Coast Guard the tools it
needs to perform its eland security missions.

to ship owners for ship construction in the United States. Vessels
uld enhance our domestic energy development and transportation

to be built to meet our security, energy, and transportation needs.
uld also build our economy and create and preserve thousands of

funding for the Navy,
returns on a much nee

‘oast Guard, and commercial shipbuilding will provide many positive
investment.

Thank you for Jour consideration of this important national economic and security
matter.

~ Sincerely,
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CC:  Mr. Peter Ors
Director-Des '
Office of Man ement and B dget

451 6th Street,
Washington

W
20270




Bnited Sates Soate

WABHINGTON, DE20810

March 20, 2009

The Howshl: R h

As you knofy, last year's Department of Defense Appropriations Act pmvidnd partial
funding for the third DDG- 1000 and directed the Navy to budget for the remaining funding
requirement in FY 1. Congress expects the Navy to adhere 1o this direction; therefore, we write
1o urige your suppor] for full funding of the DDG-1008 program in the FY 10 President’s budget,
and request that yoJ continue a thorough and transparent review and evatuation of the Navy's
propossl to truncatethe DIG-1000 program and restart DDG-5) production.

We remain ery concemed about the Navy's fong-torm shipbuilding phan. Despne
several months of Qongressional and Department of Defense requests for further analysis, the
Navy has yet to. profide sufficient justification hn- suppmof the: pmpaa} 1o truncate the DDG-
1000 progyam and sestast DDG-51 production. We continue to awail an in-depth comparative
analysis of the DDG-51 and DDG-1000. The Navy’s failure o provide such a detailed cost
analysis strongly indpties & lack of supporting documentation of the Mavy’s position und
undermines our corffidence in the merits of the Navy's plan 10 truncate the DDG-1000 program.

havd this information before ncquiescing to a change of this magnitude.

Supportingfthe DDG-1000 program will enable the Navy to leveruge §11 billion in
ested regearch and development funding. The ship has been designed with sigificant
growth, mnrgms 1 diug power, cooling, space, and weight to enable rapid enhancements to
meet evolving thregs in the ex:snng hull. We believe that continued production and defivery of
DDG-1000 class ddstroyers is cesential to the kng-term stability of oyir shipbuilding program nd
the timely delivery bf needed capabilities to the Navy.

With respeqt and appreciation, and thank you for considering this request.

Sincerely,

Sheldon Whitehouse

OSD 0312
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Member of Congrpss
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Wnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

March 25, 2009
The Honorable Rofjert Gates
Secretary of Defe
1000 Defense Pen
Washington, DC 20301-1000
Dear Secrctary
We write today to scriousconcmaboutﬂ:eadnumstrauon splanmdnattoml

: ﬂnusfantappeaxslhatamarkeddecreasemov«allddeme
. forom'oountry If recent press accounts are accurate, this will be

process into the nogmal DoD appropriations request. But, to date, Congress has not been
Py :untwillbem;fened,norhasitbecninformedabOMWhich

while simultaneoudly withdrawing all U.S. combat forces from Iraq by August 2010, will
nding, However, it is our understanding that the administration will
chs this year and next in supplemental funding, which is cause for great

expwts to mﬂin lail
missions safely g

To be clear, we
including all forese eDoDreqmrementsmﬂ:enormalDonudgetnqm however,
by shifting major pxpen &omthesupplemenulmquesutothzbasebudget.whﬂe
simyltanecusly slag gthewpplemenmlreqmtheneteﬁ‘ectwouldbeadecmscm
overall spending op our national defense. Ourconcunlsmat,mderthegmseofan
"honest budgeting'] approach to national security spending, we would be locking in an
overall cut in mil§ary spending that either puts our troops in jeopardy today or our

7
§]
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' national sccurity i jeopardy tomorrow as we restrict urgently needed capital investinents

in equiproent & planes, ships, and land vehicles,
As such, we requbst that your department provide us as soon as possible with more
detailed informatipn on what expenditures, and at what levels, you anticipate moving

from the supplemgmtal budget to the base defensc budget for FY10 and what defense

anfcipate eliminating or substantially reducing, in relation to the most
5 Defense Program (FYDP). In addition, it is cssential that we hear
4l combatant commanders and the Chairraan of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

proposed defense spending blueprints. Accordingly, we request that you
sqon as possible, risk assessments by each combatant commander,
aflcxtent the President's proposed defense spending levels will limit their
ability 10 meet ongoing requirements over the lifetime of the FYDP, Finally, we request
that the Chairman' risk assessment, which is statutorily required and is long overduc, be

terror, we must nof allow that to happen again, Now is not the time to attempt to cash in
a “peace dividend,] while thousands of our soldiers, sailors, airmen, and marines are
serving in harm’s Yay, engeged in military operations in two major theaters of conflict

We urge youto e
its FY10 DoD budget request. Thank you for your service to our nation and your tireless
dedication to its Afmed Forces.

JOHN CORNYN JONKYL

United States Senafor United States Senator
ESA MURKO { ; JAMES M. lNHOﬁ '
United States " United States Senator
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DAVID VITTER
United States Senator
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Rnited States Senate —
April 16, 2009
The Honorable B Obama
President of the Uited States

As your Administrifion prepares the details of your Fiscal Year 2010 (FY10) defense budget, !
am writing to requgst inclusion of a military construction project in my home state of Nebraska.
The Army Nationa] Guard and Air National Guard have begun preperatory construction work on
eadguarters, which I recommend be included in this defenss budget to snsure
d completion of the project. :

be housed and will pperate jointly in Lincotn, Nebraske, at this Joiut Headquarters. The
nstruction of this cmergency operations center will facilitate a rapid,
to major cmergency events; and therefore, 1 support the Army Nationsl

Mr. President, | amfrequesting that this mission-critical headquarters be included in your FY10
defense budget. you for your consideration of this request. If you or your staff needs
additional info n, please do not hesitate to contact me directly or have your staff contact

taff at 202-224-6551.

EBN:ajp
440 NORTH 87w STreer FeLo| SENTATVE . Froto Reprpsererarive Fieto RereuiNtaTVE 7902 Patsse SThEET
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Lmctan, NE 188508 , NE 88348 SeoTTaNU, NE 8938 SouTH Bioux Gy, NE S¥778 Ortana, NE 8114
(802} 4414500 234810 {09 en-r91e 403} 209-3805 {402) 38t-2611

Fac {402) e76-4753 . ) Fax: [402) IP4T25




Mnited States Senate
WASHINGTON, DC 20510
April 6, 2009

President Barack Opama
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 2p500

Dear President Obgna:

We write tofurge you not to allow deep cuts in U.S. missile defense programs that
are critically imporfant to protecting our homeland and our allies against the growing threat

additional Ground-Based Interceptor missiles in Alaska, and to cut the MDA’s budget for
Fiscal Year 2010 by $1.4 billion. Although we applaud Secretary Gates’ commitment to
such capabilities 4s and SM-3, these proposals would amount to almost a fifteen
percent cut in the MDA budget and a major reduction in our missile defense portfolio—
actions that we fearjcould undermine our emerging missile defense capabilities to protect
the United States against a growing threat,

As you knoy, the threat from ballistic missiles is significant and on the rise.
Lieutenant GeneralDaniel Maples, the Director of the Defense Intelligence Agency,
recently testified before the Senate Armed Services Committes that “the threat posed by
ballistic missile deljvery systems is likely to increase while growing more complex over
the next decade.” (Yeneral Maples further warned that “adversary nations are increasingly
adopting technical 4nd operational countermeasures to defeat missile defenses.” Ballistic
missile technology pas already proliferated worldwide and is a direct threat to both our
allies and our homefand.

The threat ppsed by rogue states with ballistic missiles has been underscored by
Iran and North Korga’s recent missile tests. In early February, Iran launched a satellite
atop a rocket that cquld be used as an intercontinental ballistic missile. Last weekend,
North Korea tested fhe Taepo Dong-2, a long range missile that if successful, could have
the range to strike Hawaii, Alaska, and possibly the West Coast of the United States.

Although these developments highlight the danger we face, they have also revealed
the progress our nafjonal missile defense system has made. When recently asked before
the Senate- Armed Sprvices Committee whether the United States could intercept a Taepo
Dong-2 missile thatftargeted the American homeland, Admiral Timothy Keating,
Commander of U.S] Pacific Command, and General Patrick Chilton, Commander of U.S.
Strategic Command| assured that we can do so with high probability, This would not have
been the case just a few years ago, and is only the case today because we have invested in a

diverse set of missi iiefense capabilities. OSD 0462209
NRREFIRMRRSHAN M




Cooperation ¢n ballistic missile defense is also essential to our most important
alliances. In the Asig-Pacific region, Japan became the first among our allies to
successfully intercep] a ballistic missile with the Aegis defense system. In response to
North Korea’s growipg arsenal of missiles, thc Government of Japan decided six years ago
to deploy a joint Aegds and Patriot PAC-3 missile defense and has already invested $7.9
billion of its own funfis to build a new pillar of our alliance. India has likewise expressed
strong interest in cloger cooperation on missile defense systems, which promises to become
an area of cooperatioh in our growing strategic partnership.

In the Middlg East, we continue to develop missile defense technology in close
partnership with Istafl. As you know, the State of Israel faces a uniquely pressing threat
due to Iran’s ballistid missile program and pursuit of weapons of mass destruction. In
response, we have lohg cooperated with Israel to develop the Arrow family of missile
interceptors and are gow working together on the David’s Sling missile defense system to
defeat medium rangdqrockets. These are critical programs that should not be abandoned.

In Europe, NATO has also endorsed the importance of missile defense as a
collaborative venturq among its member states. At the Bucharest summit in April 2008,
NATO formally declpred that “ballistic missile proliferation poses an increasing threat to
Allies’ forces, territcyy, and populations, Missile defensce forms part of a broader response
to counter this threat]” NATO further expressed “deep concemn” over the proliferation
activities of both Iray and North Korea, and urged the examination of a “comprehensive
missile defense archftecture to extend coverage to all Allied territory and populations.”

In sum, cooppration on missile defense is now a critical component of many of our
closest security partferships around the world. We fear that cuts to the budget for missile
defense could inadvqrtently undermine these relationships and foster the impression that
the United States is §n unreliable ally. Moreover, sharp cuts would leave us and our
friends around the wprld less capable of responding to the growing ballistic missile threat. .

The fact remgins that our adversaries continue to invest large sums in the
development of thesg weapons. The question is whether we respond by developing
appropriate defenseqagainst them. We therefore urge you to sustain the ability of the
Missile Defense Aggncy and the military services to develop an integrated, layered defense
against the threat of pallistic missiles to the United States, our deployed forces, and our
allies.

We thank fou for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

Jon Kyl (L eph I W
United States Senat Jnited States Senator
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United States Sengdtor United States Senator |
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United States Sendtor

James Inhofe
United States Senator




NAnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

May 19, 2009
The Honorable Rolfert M. Gates
Secretary of Defen
1000 Defense Pentdgon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000
Dear Secretary Gatgs:
We are writifg to request that you establish a clear policy through which the

Department of Def
while maintaining

As you know

because wind turbi
Unfortunately, to d.
lacked consistency.

se (DOD) will encourage rencwable energy development
cessary protections for military airspace.

| DOD has an important voice in wind turbine siting decisions
es can impact DOD radar and airspace requirements.

te the interaction between wind developers and the DOD has
For instance, in 2007 Travis Air Force Base objected to the 80

MW Montezuma Wind Energy Center very late in the permitting process. The
proposed wind farn{ is surrounded by other wind farms, some of which were built
after 2007, in Solanp County California’s Wind Resource Area, more than ten
miles from the basq That project, and others nearby, remain in limbo today due to
DOD concerns thatfare likely surmountable.

To facilitate fhe development of renewable energy projects consistent with
national security nepds, we encourage you to take the following steps that could
improve the prospegts for wind development in the United States.

: Formally consolidate decision making
regarding wind development in a single office, preferably within the Office of
the Secretary of Defense. A single decision-maker, who operates under clear
timelines and prpcedures by which he communicates DOD concerns regarding
wind projects, wpuld limit unnecessary conflict between DOD and renewable
energy developrjent. ' Co

Participate in % Review: DOD should identify proposed wind farm
impacts on airbgrne operations during the Federal Aviation Administration’s
(FAA) existing, formal wind farm screening and approval process, as well as
provide initial fgedback during any FAA carly feasibility review. If DOD

il




Site Specific E
of California,

ted in as transparent a manner as national security concerns

luations: The military has produced extremely useful maps

zona and Nevada that designate areas in which the military

effectively oppopes wind energy development (red), areas where the DOD

might have som

concerns (green}

that allow them
the final decisio

concerns (yellow), and areas where DOD has no military
DOD’s maps were assembled using data and assumptions
guide development, but they are not detailed enough to be

making tool. I request that you clarify that DOD staff should

evaluate site-sperific technical analysis before opposing any wind proposal.

Airspace Hei
across the West
it is reasonable
200, 300 and 40
proposed, DOD

Restrictions: Airspace height restrictions vary considerably
d limit wind energy development. If DOD evaluated whether
d consistent with safety and national security needs to raise
feet restrictions to 500 feet at sites where wind farms are

ay be able to open a considerable amount of currently

restricted land td wind energy development.

Mitigation Res

rch and Development: Technical mitigation measures may

be able to reduc

the impacts of wind turbines on radar. In September 2008,

representatives from the DOD, the Federal Aviation Administration, the

National Oceani
agreed to devel

and Atmospheric Administration, and the wind industry
a research and development roadmap, mirroring a similar

effort between tRe British military and the British Wind Energy Association.
DOD participatipn in this effort is important, and I encourage you to ensure that

it continues.

Radar Upgrad

: DOD is in the process of replacing older analog radar

systems with stafe-of-the-art radar through the National Airspace

Modermnization

ogram. I encourage you to request that DOD consider the

wind energy potpntial of an area when prioritizing radar replacements. A report
by the defense aflvisory firm JASON recently concluded, “Radars which don’t
have the capabil|ties to mitigate wind farm interference could simply be

replaced...The
greatly enhanceq

distinguish betwpen aircraft and wind farms.

w radar would incorporate multidimensional detection, with
processing, with pulse shapes designed to optimally

39l

! Wind Farms and Radar (SR-08-125). JASON. The MITRE Corporation. January 2008.




As you know}, both global warming and our reliance on foreign sources of
energy present ecotfomic and national security challenges to our country. Your
Department rightfully focuses on its primary mission of protecting our national
security, but we be§eve DOD could also play a more productive role. We very
much look forwardto working with you to ensure that renewable energy
development procegds where it is compatible with the military’s mission.

We look forgard to working with you on this matter.
Sincerely,
"~ W

-bvws |~uvx..-f—~
Dianne Feingtein Charles Grassley
United Stateq Senator United States Senator

i /

Ron Wyden | n Tester
United Stateq Senator nited States Senator
Barbara Box¢r Richard J. Durbin
United Stateq Senator United States Senator
Tom Harkin ax Baucus
United Stateq Senator United States Senator
Jeff Merkley
United Stateq Senator
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ORRIN G. HATCH

UTAH

" JACE JOHNSON
CHIEF OF STAFF

TOO {202) 22e- 2848
Fax, 1202) 224-8331

COMMITTEES:
FINANCE
JSUDICIARY

HEALTH, EDUCATION,
LABOR, AND PENSIONS

INTELLIGENCE

JOINT COMMITTEE
ON TAXATION

Hruited States Benate

WASHINGTON, DC 205104402

June 8, 2009

The Honorable William §. Lynn
Deputy Secretary :
The Department of Defepse
1100 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1 100
Dear Secretary Lynn:
Thank you for your May 28th letter. | appreciate learning the Department of Defense’s
(“Department™} views o subjects covered in the letter, In addition, I look forward to

the
continuing to work with1/ou on enhancing our nation’s security.

I was delighted t4 learn of the Department’s commitment to our depot maintenance

system by “compli[ying]
As you know, the Co

vith the 50/50 and Core laws as currently written and interpreted.”
, on a bipartisan basis, has worked with the Department over the past

mn;
several years to rccapitgn'Ese our depot maintenance sysiem. The warfighter has greatly
benefited from this rene

equipment.

Regarding the

d investment through sustained on-time delivery rates of vital

d-based solid rocket motor intercontinental ballistic missile industrial

base, I deeply appreciatethe Department and the Air Force’s recognition of the merits of
sustaining this vital natiqnal infrastructure. The Air Force’s Fiscal Year 2010 budget request of

$43 million is an impo

t first step. However, your letter does not address if the Department

will accede to the Secrethry of the Air Force’s réquest to reprogram sufficient Fiscal Year 2009
funds to maintain solid rpcket pmduct:on this fiscal year. Only a prompt transfer of these funds
will prevent further integruptions in production, resulting in millions of dollars in unnecessary
costs, and the stabilizatign of employment for the highly sought after engincers and technicians

that manufacture solid

Therefore, I res

reprogram, on an expedi
solid rocket motor interc

ket motors.

tfully request the Deparﬁnmt agree 10 Secretary Donley’s request and
basis, Fiscal Year 2009 funds to maintain our nation’s land-based
bntinental ballistic missile industrial base.

Thank you for ydut consideration of this mattér,

rely,

Orrin G. Hatch
United States Senator

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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JOSEPH |, LIEBERMAN

CONNECTICUT

COMMITTEES:
ARMED SERVICES

SMALL BUSINESS

HOMELAND SECURITY AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIHE

Mnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20610-0703

June 10, 2009

The tonorable Robe Gates

Secretary

1000 Defense Pentag
Washington, DC 203

U.S. Department of IT

Dear Mr. Secretary,

n
1

I read with gr
on Apri! 14, 2008.
Hussein’s Ba’athist

fense

“unprecedented insights” into the workings of dictatorial third-world regimes. You

rightly compared thi

llection of materials to the Smolensk archives, upon which

SENATE OFFIC Burtinit;
Wasuwai1on, OC 20816
(202} 224-4041

STATE OFFKE

ONE CosssTiumon Peazs
74 Fuoos
HawyFoRp, CT 06103
860-549-84863
To Faes: 1-800-225-5605

HOME PAGE:
htipe/lighorman.senat.qov

at interest your speech to the Association of Amcrican Universities
that occasion you noted the potential of the records of Saddam
gime, captured by American forces in 2003, to provide us

scholars of the Sovie§Union like Merle Fainsod based much of their research. You also

announced that the
Research Center at t

[ strongly su
available to the broa
concerncd by the ap

scholarly community for rescarch and study. However, I am

fense Department was funding an effort to open a Conflict Records -
National Defense University.

ort your goal of making the records of Saddam Hussein’s regime

ent slow pace of this valuable project. I note that the Defense

Department has yet t4 establish a Conflict Records Research Center in the 15 months that
have passed since yofr announcement, nor does the opening of such a center appear to be
on the horizon,

Conflict Records Regearch Center at the National Defense University, a timeline for its
creation, as well as ag estimate of the resources that the Defense Department will devote
to the center over theflong term.

I would thcr})re be grateful for a progress report on your cfforts to establish a

Thank you fol your attentionto this matter and your commitment to this worthy
and important endeayor.

Sincerely,

SD 06538-09 !
oseph I. Licberman Hﬁ

O .
ONITED STATES SENATOR MRENGUMARRIRANIN
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JIM WEBB WASHINGTON OFFICE:

VIRGINIA WasmncTon, DC 20510
(2021 224-4024

SoMuTTEE ON :
et on Anited States Denate

FOREIGN RELATIONS WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4605
COMMITTEE ON

VETERANS" AFFAIRS
JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE

June 10, 2009

ert M. Gates
Secretary of Deferse

The Department of Defense
The Pentagon, Suige 319
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gges:

The indepdndent, bipartisan Commission on Wartime Contracting was created last
year to evaluate affd report on U.S. wartime contracting for logistics, reconstruction, and
security. As origigal co-sponsors of the legislation leading to the establishment of this
Commission, we gre pleased to enclose a copy of its interim report. We believe that the
Commission is mgking noteworthy contributions in documenting the extensive problems
that continue to exist in wartime support contracting and what must be done to fix them.

| The Comndission’s interim report identifies major areas of emphasis offering the
greatest promise fhr significant reform. Moreover, the commissioners have identified a
numbser of criticalfissues of more immediate concern that require prompt action by the
Department of Defense to avoid undermining U.S. objectives in Iraq and Afghanistan and
to prevent wasting more U.S. tax dollars. Of note, they report, in part:

¢ The drgwdown of U.S. forces in Iraq risks incurring enormous waste, which could
range from completion of work that may not need to be done, to poorly controlled
handligg and disposition of U.S. government property;

tiveness of contractor support of expanded U.S. operations in
istan is compromised by the failure to extract and apply lessons learned

ors providing security for U.S. operating bases are well trained and
equippgd to provide strong force protection to our military.

Secretary Gates
June 10, 2009 0OSD
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During ouf interactions over the past year, you have responded very constructively
when we have brofight concerns to your attention. While some of the time-sensitive issues
raised in the Comgpission’s report are not new, it is telling that they continue to arise. We
encourage you, orjmembers of your staff, to meet with the Commission to obtain greater
insights into thesefconcerns and possible corrective actions. Additionally, we would
appreciate receivig from you a description of what the Department is doing or plans to do to
address them.

With this #nportant interim report completed, we expect the Commission to enhance
its body of work Hy assessing root causes and potential solutions to the systemic contracting
problems in Iraq gnd Afghanistan through further original investigation and analysis. We
appreciate your cdntinued support of this endeavor and the attention you have brought to
improve wartime gontracting policies and practices.

Thank yoy for your consideration of this request.

WeL58

Ji bb Claire McCaskill
nitedyStates Senator United States Senator

Secretary Gates
June 10, 2009
Page 2/2




. RUSSELL' D. FEINGOLD
WISCONSIN

EOF Manr SEnate OFnce Bunoing

¥ ON THE BUDAET

COMMITTEE OW THE JUDKTARY

::z;l:"::::':?c e Hnitm 5&“5 %mat[ DEMGCRATIC POUCY COMMTTHE

12023 228 12801 TODY

feingoly spnste.gov

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4904

May 15, 2009

The President
The White Houss
1600 Pennsylvarga Avenue, NW
Washington. DC20500

Dear Mr. Presideht,

I am writing to rdquest that your administration, in close consultation with
Congress, clarifyjand strengthen chief of mission authority. As you know, this
authority is esserftial to ensure that our agencies and personnel overseas fully
coordinate their dperations, and that all elements of the United States government
are working towdrd the same strategic objectives. It is particularly important that
our military coorflinates with civilian leadership, particularly the chiefs of mission
who are your repfesentatives overseas, A lack of such coordination and oversight
can result in disjdinted activities that undermine our ability to achieve our national
security goals.

I am concerned that in the aflermath of 9/1 1. we have seen an erosion of chief of
mission aythority, in part because of the extended reach of the Department of
Defense and its rggional commands. 1am troubled by reports that in some cases,
chiefs of missionfhave not been consulted about or made even aware of U.S.
military activitied in their country. [ have heard such accounts in my own travels
overseas, and wolild be happy to discuss specific examples with your
administration inja classitied setting. In order to ensure our top diplomats can
fully undertake teir mission, greater clarity is needed with respect to a number of
key issues relating to this authority.

For example, theprevious administration claimed that chiefs of mission were
always consultedfprior to the issuance of an order to use military force, but it is
unclear whether gl ambassadors were kept fully informed of such activities, as
required by law. [Fhis ambiguity is particularly troubling with regard to countries
outside of Iraq angd Afghanistan, which are official war zones. In light of this
uncertainty, [ sought information in 2008 related to press allegations that the
Department of Defense, under President Bush, had authority to carry out
operations in nunferous countries around the world. To the extent that such orders
exist, [ ask that yu fully inform Congress so that, among other things, any
implications for dhief of mission authority can be considered and addressed.
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As you know, prdvious administrations and Congresses have sought to clarify
chief of mission Tthority. President Truman clarified the functions of the chief of

mission in Execu
Executive Order

ive Order 10338 in 1952, In 1955, President Eisenhower issued

0608, which applied to the specific authority and functions of

the chief of missit:n in Germany. Later, section 207 of the Foreign Service Act of

1980 enshrined t}

Your administrat

authority globally.

n now has the opportunity to clarify current ambiguities about

the authority of chiefs of mission over U.S. government personnel. With ongoing

military operatio

in two official war zones - Iraq and Afghanistan - this

clarification should include an overarching framework to guide the relationship
berween chiefs of mission and the U.S, military in official war zones. Itis also

important to clari
including countri

reladonship or ¢c

h

vy the authority of the chief of mission in other circumstances.
s in which declared U.S. military operations are occurring but

ntries with which we have diplomatic ties but no on-the-ground

there is no host %ivemmcm, countries with which we have no diplomatic

diplomatic prese

C.

Given the ambiglt'tics that have emerged in this arca and their implications to our

national security
Clinton and othen

urge you to consider, in consultation with Secretary of State
b in your administration. a new executive order that would

realfirm chief of
1o do so in close

Armed Services,

of any need for fi
that vou undertak
behind the autho
effective, but wil
assurances that y
States governme

I appreciate your
discuss these and
recognize that the

ission authority in relation to all military activities. I urge you
nsultation with Congress, including the Foreign Relations,
ntelligence and Judiciary Committees, and to inform Congress
her legislative action that you may identify. Finally, I request
this effort as soon as possible. A strong signal that you stand
ties of your ambassadors will not only make them more
allow them. in the context of their confirmations, to provide

r policies will be implemented by all elements of the United

fonsideration of my suggestions and welcome the opportunity to
related issues with representatives of your administration. |
¢ are many urgent national security challenges that you must

consider, but pm\'ding renewed guidance on chief of mission authority would

greatly improve o

Sincerely,

VA

ir capacity to effectively confront such challenges.

Russell D. FFeingayd
United States Sen

tor

D
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ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS

Congress of the WUnited States

Bouge of Representatives

COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND ‘GOVERNMENT REFORM
2157 Raveusn House Orrice Buome
WasHingTon, DC 2065158143

Mafority {202) 225-505)
Minority {203) 226-6074

January 22, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

United States Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Today, with our colleagues in the Senate, we are releasing the most recent Government
Accourstability Office (GAQ) listing of the federal government’s high risk areas. GAQ has
issued this product at the start of every new Congress since 1990. As has been the case in many
past editions, the Department of Defense (DOD) is, unfortunately, well represented.

This year's report describes cight areas in DOD operations that are at high risk of fraud,
waste, sbuse, and mismanagement and scven others for which DOD shares responsibility. More
than half of the arcas GAO has identified involve DOD, Many of these areas have been on the

* list for almost two decades.

With the country facing its most serious financial and economic problems in decades and
fighting two wars overseas, we cannot afford for the Department 10 get less than the maximum
vajue from the resources the Congress and the American taxpayer provide it. The risks DOD -
faces cut across most areas of its operations and include DOD’s longstanding inability to deliver
its major weapon system acquisitions on time and at promised costs and capabilities, modemnize
its business systems, protect critical technelogies, and manage its contracts, its supply chain, its
property and its people, among others.

1?1e Oversight and Government Reform Committee intends to make DOD’s high risk
areas a significant focus of its oversight agenda. Accordingly, we request that you mest with us
at your earliest possible convenience to discuss why the Department has not been able to resolve
these serious and costly problems, and to discuss a concrete plan with specific time frames to
implement GAOQ's recommendations. Waste and mismanagement in the Department reduce the

T
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The Honorable Robert Gates
January 22, 2009
Page 2

much needed support ous military needs to effectively carry out its xmssxon. We lgok forward to
the discussion with the spirit of cooperation that will be needed to achieve lasting improvements.

Sincerely,

g e N
Edolphus*Towns Darrell E. Issa
Chairman Ranking Member



Congress of the Enited States

Wiaghington, BL 20510
January 30, 2009
The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000
Dear Secretary Gates:

We write regarding the OMB Circular A-76 review of installation management functions
under the Defense Logistics Agency Enterprise Support organization (DES). It is our
understanding that the Department of Defense’s Competitive Sourcing Official is
disinclined to approve a request by the Defense Logistics Agency (DLA) to undertake an
internal re-engineering effort as an alternative means of ensuring workplace efficiency
and cost savings.

Upon reviewing the recent concerns raised by the General Accountability Office
regarding the level of savings achieved under OMB Circular A-76, and the information
provided 1o our offices regarding DLA’s alternate approach, it appears the latter offers a
visble alternative that would result in savings more quickly.

Given our mutual interest in ensuring the DES mission is accomplished in an efficient
and cost-effective manner, we respectfully request the Depariment to give all due
consideration to the internal re-engineering effort developed by DLA,

We look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

SD 01166-09
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February 3, 2009
The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301
Dear Secretary Gates,

I write to respectfully request your assistance in supporting efforts that I am
coordinating in the United States Congress to provide for greater infrastructure funding
for Guam in the economic stimulus package. Funding in this legislation is important to
improve critical water, wastewater, power, solid waste disposal and port infrastructure on
Guam.

A September 2008 Government Accountability Office (GAO) report entitled,
“Opportunily to Improve the Timeliness of Future Overseas Planning Reports and
Factors Affecting the Master Planning Effort for the Military Buildup on Guam” outlined
the need for suppoert of civilian infrastructure projects in order to facilitate and sustain the
military build-up on Guam. Moreover, officials in the Department of Defense (DoD) on
multiple occasions have indicated in testimony before Congress and public reports that
civilisn infrastructure on Guam needs improvement and that they will pursue
opportunities to assist the Government of Guam in meeting these needs. If funding is not
provided in the economic stimulus package that was requested by President Obama, the
timeframe for the military build-up will be compromised. The stimulus package is an
opportunity to spur sconomic and job growth as well as ensure that the military build-up
on Guam remains on schedule and is successfully executed.

Currently, the House-passed version of the stimulus bill, HR. 1, the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, does not contain funding that would address
Guam’s most critical infrastructure needs. However, the Senate substitute amendment to
H.R. 1 that is being debated on the Senate floor this week proposes funding in several
accounts that could address Guam’s infrastructure needs. In particular, Title XII contains
$5.5 billion in discretionary funding for the Secretary of Transportation to offer grants for
a varicty of national surface transportation system needs, including but not limited to,
port improvements. It also includes a mark of $62 million as a baseline for the Office of
Insular Affairs in the Department of the Interior for Capital Improvement Projects (CIF')
grants to the territories and report language specifically cites the needs of the Guam
military build-up as a reason for these funds. Both the House and Senate bills will need

i



The Honorable Robert M, Gates
Secretary of Defense
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to be reconciled in a conference committee, While $62 million is a good mark, needs on
Guam require substantially more funds in order for the military build-up to progress on
time. We hope that you will agree with us that these funds are important, and that you
will communicate your support for increasing the appropriation to Congressional leaders.

In addition, as the DoD finalizes its plans for military construction in the
President’s Fiscal Year 2010 Budget, it is critical that civilian infrastructure on Guam is
enhanced to facilitate the military build-up. I would request that you work closely with
Senate and House leadership and conferees to impress upon them the importance of
flexible funding to Guam that will support its immediate critical infrastructure needs.

At this point in the process, ] am appealing to you to honor your commitments as
a partner in this military build-up process for Guam. Iask you to work with us in
achieving Chairman Skelton’s vision that what is good for the military must be good for
Guam. Towards this end, I recognize that this is a critical moment for you and other
DoD leaders to communicate directly to Senate and House appropriators in writing your
support for appropriating funds to meet civilian and joint infrastructure needs of Guam
through H.R. 1 and the forthcoming Fiscal Year 2010 appropriations process.

If you have any questions regarding this matter please have your staff contact
Matthew Herrmann, of my staff, at m_lmm@mm& or at 202-225-

/w

Member of Congress

1188.

Sincerely,

Enclosure: S. 336, American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009,
“Assistance to Territories” provision and report language

cc: The Hon. Donald C. Winter, Secretary of the Navy
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@ongress of the United States
HMashington, BE 20515

February 5, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Department of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary,

We write in support of Dr. Solomon Passy’s nomination for the position of Secretary
General of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). We respectfully request that the
United States lend its support to Dr, Passy during the diplomatic discussions to select
NATO’s next Secretary General as the currént term of Secretary General Japp de Hoop
Scheffer expires later this year.

We are informed that Prime Minister Sergey Stanishev of Bulgaria propose.d Dr.
Passy as a candidate for the Secretary General position during a meeting with Presideat Bush
on June 18, 2008.

For nearly two decades, Dr. Passy has demonstrated a clear vision and solid
leadership in international relations, particularly in regard to NATO. As a member of
Bulgaria’s parliament he authored legislation in 1990 to withdraw Bulgaria from the Warsaw
Pact and to join NATO and the European Union. That year, Dr. Passy also founded the '
Atlantic Club of Bulgaria, an NGO in Bulgaria to strongly support NATO membership. -
Years later, Dr. Passy’s vision was achieved when, while serving as Bulgaria’s Foreign
Minister, he negotiated and signed the two accession treaties that made Bulgaria a full
Member of NATO in 2004 and the EU in 2005.

International circumstances present a window of opportunity for advances in both
intra-European and transatlantic relations. We believe that the selection of a Secretary -
General from Bulgaria who is as superbly qualified as Dr. Passy, would strengthen ties
between NATO and the United States as well as serve the important cause of continued
European integration.

Thank you in advance for your kind consideration.

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER V mnmﬁilﬂlm“
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February 11, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Galm:

The National Security Personnel System (NSPS) of the Department of Defense (DOD)
made wholesale changes to the current federal employee system, resulting in widespread distrust -
and discontent within the ranks of the hundreds of thousands of dedicated DOD employees, both
among those who have been converted and those who have not yet been converted to NSPS.

Recent reports from both the Government Accountability Office and the Congressional
Budget Office highlight concerns over the cost of NSPS versus its benefits as well as the lack of
transparency in the new system and the negative impact on employees. Questions also have
arisen over the last minute issuance of regulations (in the final weeks of the Bush
Administration) which go beyond the intent of Congress when it enacted revisions to NSPS in
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008.

During the campaign, President Obama indicated that he would consider cither a repeal
of NSPS or its complete overhaul. Because it will take some time for a review and a

. determination of the best course of action to occur, we urge you to immediately halt the

Gl T flovs

conversion of any additional employees to NSPS at any level or any location until the
Administration and Congress can properly address the future of the Department’s personnel
system.

. We request a prompt response to this letter.

-
IKE SKELTON : SOLOMON P. ORTIZ
Chairman
House Armed Services Committee Readiness Subcommities

OSD 01545
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Congress of the WUnited States
Douse of Representatives
Washingtan, PC 20513

February 11, 2009

The Honorable Donald C. Winter
Secretary of the Navy

1000 Navy Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20350-1000

Decar Secretary Winter:

We write to express our concern regarding the significant cost overruns associated
with the VH-71 Presidential Helicopter Replacement Program. As you know, the
Department of Defense announced that the total acquisition cost is projected to increase
frem $6.5 billion to 811.2 billion, raising the cost per helicopter by 50 percent above the
original estimate. We respectfully requesl detailed information on this recent Nunn-
McCurdy breach, including various options to modify or re-open the contract for bidding,
as mandated in the FY2009 National Defense Authorization Act (P.L. 110-417).

We are very supportive of the Defense Department’s initiative to ensure that
programs are held accountable ta their prujected budgets and timelines. Secretary Gates
specifically mentioned the VH-71 as a “big ticket™ item experiencing contract or program
performance problems. Likewisc, President Obama noted that the program’s cost
represents, “a lot of money, even for Washington,” and promised to “take a close look at
it,” identifying this prog gram as emblematic “of some of the systematic problems we have
in Pentagon procurement.”

As you know, Lockheed Martin was awarded the contract without any experience
building helicopters, winning the contract over the incumbent contractor, Sikorsky.
Sikorsky has manufactured Marine One since President Eiscnhower first utilized
helicoptecs tor presidential transport in the 1950s. The company fulfitled these contracts
without exceeding the projected budget or failing to meet required timelines and
milestones. Sikorsky is a tested and proven prime contractor for the Marine One fleet.

In addition, Sikorsky maintains the most stringent security requirements for its Marine
One aircraft and facilities, with minimal reliance on foreign components and designs.

We therefore respectfully request a thorough report, coupled with a briefing, on
the development plans for this program, including an analysis of the potential advantages
of either rc-opening the contract for bidding or requiring split-production between
Lockheed Martin and the incumbent contractor. 'We believe that such an analysis of
alternatives will present a clear optiun for the Department of Defense to eventually
develep Marine One aireraft on lime and on budget.

FEB-15-2001 05:1@ 12222254220 % P.02
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Rep. Ross DeLauro

We thank you in advance for keeping us apprised of the Navy's decision-making
process and look forward to receiving a detailed report, as well as a briefing on the
matter, as soon as possible. Like you, we believe that there are few more sensitive and -
more important national security concerns than the safe transport of our nation's chief
executive. When the President travels on this aircraft, it becomes a critical information
node, with vital data coming in, and the most important decisions being meted out. We
hope that you will provide us with a workable plan for delivering the highest quality

aircrafl with the highest security standards. Our President and our nation deserve no less.

If you have any questions regarding this ot any other issue, please do not hesitate
to contact us or our staff: Lindsay George of Senator Dodd's office at (202) 224-1730 or
Dan Zeitlin of Representative DeLauro’s office at (202) 225-3661. Thank you for your
consideration,

~ Sincerely,

\

@s& l D/lo'-“'tf

ROSA L. DeLAURO
United States Representative

CHRISTOPHER J. DODD
United States Senator

JOHN B, LARSON
United States Representative

/ f
LA /""7’
CHRISTOPHER S. MERPHY

United States Representative

JOE COURTNEY
United States Representative

Ce:  The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Honorable John Young
Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics

Mr. Sean J. Stackley
Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Research, Development & Acquisition

FEB-1S-z@1 @3:1L 1zgpas

:‘é
R
"
4.
i“n
3
-
&
ul
()]
BN

@003

P.a3




LINCOLN DAVIS COMMITTEES:
41r DISTRICT, TENNESSEE APPROFRIATIONS
SENIOR WHIP Rurat Dewstzmwigo%mﬁtmmsvmvm.
AND RELATED AGENGIES
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOPMENT
Conaress of the United States
Bouge of Representatives
Wagyington, DL 205154204
February 12, 2009
The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary
Department of Defense
1400 Defense Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301
Dear Secretary Gates:

First, let me congratulate you on the continuation of your service under the new administration. I
believe it to be a testament to your exceptional competence, common-sense approach, and devotion to
protecting and preserving the United States of America. At a time when we face a variety of foreign and
domestic challenges and threats, we are fortunate to have someone of your skill at the helm of the
Department of Defense,

I write today to respectfully request an update on implementation of funds already authorized
under H.R. 2638, the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing Appropriations Act,
2009, which was passed in the 110” Congress. Specifically, Section 8116 appropriates funds for the use
of special pay for members of the armed forces whose period of obligated service is extended, or whose
eligibility for retirement is suspended, due to the President's authority to extend such service or suspend
such retirement. This is commonly referred to as stop-loss authority and the increase is capped at five-
hundlted dollars per month. Under H.R. 2638, no funds ate to be allocated until the Secretary of Defense
submits a provisional plan for the distribution of such payments to the Committee on Appropriations. Jt
has recently been called to my attention by a constituent that these funds have not yet been allocated to
this group of soldiers.

As you know better than most, our soldiers and their families are making enormous sacrifices as
they continue to perform admirably. The toll of service is particularly difficult on the families of those
whose service is extended. I feel that the modest increase in pay for this group of dedicated setvice men
and women is just and equitable. Fully understanding the enormity of your responsibilities, I respectfully
urge your aftention to this matter. Thank you for any updates you may provide and for your commitment

to this great nation.
Sincerely,
Lincoln Davis : .
Member of Congress ' SD 01636-09
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Congress of the Wnited ﬁtattﬁ

Washington, BE 20515
Febmary 11, 2009
The Honorable Robert Gates
S
Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000
Dear Dr, Gates:

We are writing to express our strong support for the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye
program and request your consideration of a reprogramming of funds for Fiscal Year
2009. We are aware of significant undesired consequences for the E-2D program as a
result of the enacted funding levels for Fiscal Year 2009, and we urge your personal
attention to this issue.

. As you know, the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye program continues to perform
satisfactorily on both cost and schedule. Since enactment of the appropriations bill,_an
Operational Assessment has been completed and the program remains on track to receive
Milestone C approval in Spring 2009, After reviewing the final appropriated levels for
this program in Fiscal Year 2009, however, we are concerned that current funding will be
inadequate to sustain this program in transition from dsvelopment to low rate production.
We believe there are negative impacts to both the cost and delivery schedule of these
aircraft, '

Therefore, we request that you reprogram funds in Fiscal Year 2009 to support the
procurement of the third Low Rate Initial Production (LRIP) Lot I aircraft in Fiscal Year
2009, and provide advance procurement for the third Lot I aircraft in Fiscal Year 2010.
Furthermore, we urge you to ensure that the Fiscal Year 2010 request includes
procurement funding for all three LRIP Lot II aircraft.

We thank you for your consideration of this request, and we lodk forward to your
strong support for prioritizing reprogramming of Fiscal Year 2009 funding for the E-2D
program.

Sincerely,

ETER T. KING % —

Member of Chngress Member of Congress

OSD 01644-09
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
TIM H. or MICI-IABL A, ARCURI
Member of Congress ~ Member of Congress

cc:  The Honorable Donald Winter, Secretary of the Navy
ADM Gary Roughead, Chief of Naval Operations
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Congress of the Hnited States
Washivaton, ¢ 203

February 23, 2009

The Honorable Rabert M. Gates
Secretary of Defepse .

Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301 )

Dear Mr. Secretary:

We are writing 1o request that you promptly and fully distribute anthorized compensation to members of
our Armed Forces whose service has been extended by the Department of Defense's stop loss policy.

Over the past seven years, over 160,000 military personnel have had their service-duty contracts
extended due to stop loss arders. Today, there are over 12,000 soldiers in the active Army, Army Reserve and
Army National Guard who remain on active duty beyond their scheduled separation date as a result of stop loss.
This policy especially impacts the National Guerd and Reservisis, many of whom have already been deployed
much longer than they expected. This is why we introduced legislation in the 110™ Congress to provide
payments 1o service members for cach month they ere extended as a result of stop loss. :

On Septamber 30, 2008, the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing Approptiatigus
Act, 2009 was signed into'law (P.L. 110-329). The bill provided that all military personnel that l}avc hgd their
service duty contracts involuntarily extended due to stop loss orders, during Fiscal Year 2009 will receive

" compensation. The bill aiso allocated $72 million for the compensation, thus providing enough to compensaze

each soldier with the ful} $500 amount.

It has been nearly five months since the bill was signed into law and stop loss compensation payments
have yet to be distributed. We urge you to work with the Housc and Senate Appropriations Defense
Subcommittees to develop a thorough and appropriate disbursement plan as quickly s possible wo fulfill the
Department's obligations under P-L. 110-329. Qur soldiers are heroically and bravely defending our country
abroad, and they are awaiting the much-deserved recognition and compensation for the unforeseen sacrifice so
many have been called on to perform.

Thank you for your prompt atreation aud your consideration of this important request.

Sincerely,

_ Bgy Sutton Frank Lautenberp

OSD 01931-09
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- The Honorsable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
The Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

We are writing to express our concern about recent reports that the Department of
Defense has awarded KBR a $35.4 million contract that includes major electrical projects
and request that you review the contract award and report to us explaining why the
contract award was made to KBR, given its long record of deficient electrical work in

Iraq.

As you are aware, KBR has held a coniract for building maintenance for U.S. military
facilities in Iraq since 2003. During this time, there have been numerous investigations
into the dangers KBR’s faulty electrical work is creating for our military personnel. The -
Department of Defense Inspector General is currently investigating the electrocution
deaths of 18 Americans (16 soldiers.and 2 contractors) in KBR-maintained facilities.
KBR is under criminal investigation for the electrocution deaths of several U.S. soldiers
inIraq. The House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform conducted an in-
depth investigation into the problem of electrocutions in U.S. facilities in Iraq and the
death of Staff Sgt. Ryan Maseth, 24, a decorated Green Beret electrocuted in his shower
on January 2, 2008. The Committee’s investigation showed that KBR was alerted to the
deficiencies in this and other cases, but failed to take corrective action. In 2008, the
Defense Contract Management Agency (DCMA) issued a “Level I1I Corrective Action
Request” to KBR, indicating that the contractor was in “serious non-compliance.” This
action request, the final warning before a contract is terminated, points to KBR’s
continuing failure to ensure electrical safety for our troops. With this history, it is not
surprising that Capt. David J. Graff, commander of the DCMA’s International Division,
was quoted in an Associated Press article, stating that “many within DOD have lost or are
losing all remaining confidence in KBR’s ability to successfully and repeatedly perform
the required. electrical support services mission in Irag,”

Despite these serious, ongoing concerns, the Department of Defense has awarded KBR a
new contract that includes the type of work that KBR failed to perform adequately for
years. Threats to the safety and lives of soldiers or others because of known hazards and
negligent performance of work are not acceptable.

SD 02173-0
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We would therefore appreciate a thorough review of the recent contract award to KBR.
At the very least, when our soldiers put their lives on the line for us in a war zone, we not
only owe them the assurance that they will not be electrocuted in the shower on their
return from a mission, but also that those who provide them with services put our
soldiers’ safety ahead of their profits.

Thank you for your consideration, and we look forward to your response.

Sincerely, .
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Congress of the Tnited States
Fashington, BE 20510

March 6, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates

Secretary of Defense
1000 Deferise Pentagon
‘Waghingten, DC 20301-1300

Dear Secretary Gates,

We write today concerning Section 256 of the FY 2009 National Defense Authorization
Act (PL.110-417). As you know, this.section requires thie establishment of an executive
agent to oversee Department of Defense (DUD) activities related to.printed circuit board
techniofogies. We would like to request that the DOD comply with the law and provide a
brief at your earliest corvenience on department planning and implementation of
eXeCUtive agent requirements.

Specifically, we are interested in learning about how the DOD plans to go through the
executive agent selection process, as well as where and when its office will be
established, What authorities, resources and responsibilities in addition to what the
legislation prescribes will the executive agent have? How and when will the office be
funded and fully operational? By statute, designation was to have occurred by Jan 12.
Why was that delayed?

It is our understanding that the Nationa! Research Council's Board on Manufacturing and
Engineefing Design studied the issue of DOD &ccess to legacy and future generations of
printed cireuit board technologies.to support defense and other missions. The resulting.
2005 report made a'series of recommendations designed to ensure continued DOD access
to printed circuit board technology and enabile the development of hew. capabilities
neéded to.support emerging requirements.

In March 2008, a Principal Response Team convened by the Navy and Defense Logistics
Agency, and consisting of membership from the Office of the Secretary of Defense, the
National Security Agency, the military services, and the Departments of State and
Energy, reported to Congress that "DOD concurs with comments on all NRC
fecommendations,' and identified current and potential actions to address each one.

Therefore, we believe that it is-critical that an executive agent be established quickly to.
monitor and protect issues related to the U.S, printed circuit board industry. Safeguarding
the technology and manufacturing capabilities of printed circuit boards will protect our
national interests today and in the future, We strobgly urge you to ensure that this office

0SD 241109
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have access to start up funding in FY09 so that it can be fully operational as soon as
possible,

We also encourage you to use the expertise already in place at Naval Surface Warfare

. Cenier (NSWC), Crane Division when you designate the executive agent for printed
circuit board technalogm As you know, NSWC Crane has 2 long history of success in
the printed circit board field. Tt is-one:of the fow facilities in the country that has printed
circuit board engineering and manufacturing capabilities. Crane’s state-of-the-art
manufacturing ability is supportcd by & superb technical staff that supports advanced
manufacturing and emerging technology development. Crane also serves as the DOD
executor to the Emerging/Critical Interconnection Technology. (E/CIT) program for the
advancement of printed. cirewit board technology and processes.

‘We have long supported this preject and urge you to tap into this wealth of experience
and knowledge as you select the executive agent and-deveiop this office.

Please do not hesitate to.contact Jon Davey of Senator Bayh’s staff (202-224-8726), Joe
O’Donnell of Senator Lugar's staff (202-224-0898), or Jed D*Ercole of Congressman
Ellsworth’s staff (202-225-4638) if you have any questions ot concerns.

Thank you for your continued service. We Iook forward to your response.

Sincerely,

United States Senator.

Brad Ellsworth

Uniipd Stafes Representative
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The Honorable Barack Obama
President of the United States
The White House '
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing regarding the Iragi plans to shut down Camp Ashraf in Iraq's Diyala Province. The
closing of this camp is a blatant violation of the rights of the residents of Ashraf.

Many distinguished scholars of International Humanitarian Law, United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees, Office of the United High Commissioner for Human Rights,
International Committee of the Red Cross, Amnesty International, the European Parliament and
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe have time and again underscored that
regardless of the status of the United States forces in Irag, the residents of Ashraf must continue
to receive the protection of the US forces so long as they remain in Iraq.

I respectfully urge intervention to ensure that the Multi-National Forces and Iraq contil.lue to
protect Camp Ashraf as they have done consistent with their obligations under international law.

I appreciate your attention to this important matter.

Si ly,
B FILNER
Member of Congress
BF/sm
2503721
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Congress of the United States
‘ Washington, BC 20515

March 12, 2009

Dr. Rebert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301416800

Dear Secretary Gates:

We are acutely aware that the US Transportation Command and the US Air Force place a
very high priority on recapitalizing the flect of KC-135 Refueling Tankers. We agree with this
priority. Unfortunately, as the Government Accountability Office concluded last year, the
previous source selection process for the KC-X Tanker was deeply flawed. We write to you
today to highlight several key points that we believe must guide a future source selection process
if it is to be successful.

First and foremost. a future competitive source; selection must be fair to all parties while
delivering the best value solution for the warfighter at a'reasonable cost for the taxpayer. ‘In the
previous source selection, the competition was not conducted fairly on several lcvels The
Department of Defense (DOD) must not- repeat past mistakes:

> Do not allow “competition at all costs” to distort the KC-X solicitation and source
selection process. In the months leading up to the release of the final Request for
Proposals (RFP) for the previous KC-X solicitation, thc Air Force bent to the .
combination of extemnal pressure for “competition at all costs” couplcd with sefusal by
one potential offeror to compete unless the RFP was changed to its satisfaction. This led
to last minute changes in key elements of the Combined Mating and Ranging Planning
System (CMARPS) evaluation tool for the sole purpose of qualifying one offeror’s
proposal.

» Conduct the competition on a level playing field for all parties. In the previous
KC-X competition, the Northrop Grumman/EADS team benefited from unfair advantages
that derive from illegal government subsidies and waivers of regulations that apply to
products produced in the United States. Specifically, the United States government has a
complaint pending before the World Trade Organization (WTO) stating that the A-330
aircraft produced by EADS/Airbus benefitted from $5 billion in iliegal government
subsidies.- Note that Sectlon 886 of the FY2009 Natmnal Defense Authorization Act
requires DOD to conducta revxew of the mlpacts of subsidies on the aerial refuehng
tanker competition upon completion of the proceedings of the WTO.” The KC-X
competition also has highlighted the unequal treatiment that American producers face

‘when.competing with products from several ‘atlied nations. Our American producers
must abide by many regulations (Berry Amendment, Buy America Act, International
Traffic in Arms Regulations, Foreign Corrupt Practices Act, and cost accounting
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standards) that add cost for domestic products but are waived for items produced in other
countries.

> Take into account full and accurate life-cycle costs for proposals. According to
Defense Acquisition University studies, Operation and Support (O&S) costs constitute
approximately 72 percent of total weapon system costs. It is imperative that these costs
be a significant factor in source selection decisions, and that they be estimated properly.
DOD made a serious error in the previous KC-X Tanker source selection analysis when it
based estimates of Most Probable Life-Cycle Cost (MPLCC) on a 25-year interval rather
than the 40-year interval that was stipulated (and approved by the JROC) as the required
service life of the aircraft. Furthermore, GAO recommended that a future source
sclection give greater attention 10 the impact of fuel costs in its life-cycle cost analysis.
GAO concluded that “even a small increase in the amount of fuel that is burned per hour
by a particular aircraft would have a dramatic impact on the overall fuel costs.” Well
established commercial data shows that the Airbus A-330 aircraft consumes 24% more
fuel per flight hour than does a Bocing 767 aircraft. This would result in very significant
differences in operating costs.

» Insist that proposals fully comply with all key requirements of the solicitation. In .
the previous KC-X Tanker source selection evaluation, GAO concluded that in two
instances the Air Force disregarded the fact that the Northrop Grumman/EADS proposal
failed to comply with requirements of the solicitation. Specifically, GAO found that the
Air Force “improperly made award” when it *unreasonably determined that the
awardee’s refusal to agree to the specific solicitation requirement that it plan and support
the agency to achieve organic depot-level maintenance.” GAO also concluded that “the
record does not demonstrate the reasonableness of the agency’s determination that the
awardee’s proposed aerial refueling tanker could refuel all current Air Force fixed-wing
tanker-compatible receiver aircraft in accordance with current Air Force procedures, as
required by the solicitation.”

> Insist that source selection evaluation be accomplished in aocordance with the
evaluation plan that is established for the solicitation. GAO found that the Air Force “did
not assess the relative merits of the proposals in accordance with the evaluation criteria
identified in the solicitation, which provided for a relative order of importance for the
various technical requirements, and where the agency did not take into account the fact
that one of the proposals offered to satisfy more “trade space” technical requirements
than the other proposal, even though the solicitation expressly requested offerors to
satisfy as many of these technical requirements as possible.” Furthermore, GAO
concluded that the Air Force “violated the solicitation’s evaluation provision that “no
consideration will be provided for exceeding [key performance parameter] KPP
objectives” when it recognized as a key discriminator the fact that the awardee proposed
to exceed a KPP objective relating to aerial refueling to a greater degree than the
protester »

» Carefully consider national security impacts and industrial base impacts. Given
the crucial role that air refueling plays in providing global reach for our military, DOD
must carefully weigh the importance of preserving domestic design knowledge and
production expertise. Furthermore, industrial base impacts must be assessed given the
fragile economic conditions and weak domestic employment environment. Federal code



(10 U.S.C. 2440) requires evaluation of technology and industrial base impacts in
conjunction with major defense acquisitions.

We also think that it is important to the successful progress of the KC-X Tanker
acquisition that DOD commence discussions with the potential offerors. Our understanding is
that for the last several months DOD has resisted discussions that would help the government
and industry exchange information, ideas and perspectives. If this program is to move forward
and yield a positive outcome, we recommend that DOD engage with industry.

Finally, we urge you to take the necessary time to allow the new Administration team to
thoroughly consider the framework for the next source selection process. As much as the Air
Force needs to begin recapitalizing the KC-13S fleet, we think it is essential that the solicitation
requirements and acquisition strategy have the input and support of the new DOD leadership

team that will be responsible for conducting the source selection and getting the program under
way. :

Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely,
ORM DICKS TODD TIAHRT

Member of Congress Member of Congress




 @ongress of tye Hnited States
TWashington, BE 20515

March 20, 2009
The Honorable Robert Gates The Honorable Dennis C. Blair
Secretary of Defense Director of National Intelligence
3E880 The Pentagon Office of the Director of National Intelligence
Washington, DC 20301 : ' Washington, DC 20511
Dear Secretary Gates and Director Blair:.

wem wnungto UI'ge YOUIO Suspl:nﬂlmp' [&1] ‘. o ferids: M
Personnel System (DCIPS) and include this program in the Admm:strauon 8 review of the
National Security Personnel System (NSPS)

- We have consistently expressed concemns about the implementation of pay-for-performance
systems, which would impose wholesale changes to the current federal employee system. We
are deeply concerned that these systems undermine collaboration, lack transparency, do not
ensure frirness, and may have an adverse impact on minorities. The implementation of these
systems has caused widespread distrust and anxiety across the federal government and, in
particular, among Intelligence Community employees. W¢ note with some alarm that human
resources personnel and supervisors in converting units have not received adequate training for
conversions planned within the next six months.

During the campaign, President Obama indicated that he would consider either a repeal or
complete overhaul of pay-for-performance systems in the Department of Defense (DOD), and
this week, DOD and the Office of Personnel Management (OPM) announced that it would
suspend further nnplementauon of NSPS, pending review of this system. This review may take
some time, and until it is complete, the nnplementatmn of such pay-for-performmce systems like
DCIPS would be premature.

" We hope that you would suspend implementation of DCIPS until the Administration and
Congress can properly address the future of the intelligence community’s personnel systems.

We request a prompt response to this letter.

Sincerely,
Silvestre Reyes ¢ Skelton '
House Permanent Select Committee ‘House Armed Services Committee

on Intelligence
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Wnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC'20510

March 20, 2009

The Ronorable Robert C. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defénse Pentagon
Washinglon, DC 203011000

Dear Secretary Gates,

As you know, lastyearsmparmcutomefmsempdmw&elmvidadpmw
funding for the third DDG-1000 and directed the Navy to budget for the remaining funding
requirement in FY 10 Congress expects the Navy to adhere 1o this direction; therefore, we write
to urge your suppon for full funding of the DDG-1008 program in the FY 10 President’s budget,
and request that you continue a thorough and transparent review and evaluation of the Navy's
proposal {0 fruncate the DDG- lommogmn mnd restart DDG-51 production,

We remain véry concéned ebout the Navy’s long-term shipbuilding pian. Despite
several months of Congressional and Deparmment of Defense nqmﬁrﬁnﬂzumhmis,the
Navy has yet to provide sufficiont justification In-support of the proposal 1o truncate the DDG-
1000 peogram and restart DDG-51 production. 'We continue to await an in-depth eomparstive
analysis of the DDG-51 and DDG-1000. The Navy's frifure to provide such a detailed cont
analysis strougly implies & lack ofsuppmmg documentation of the Navy’s pesition-and
undermines cur confidence in the merits of the Navy's plan 1o truncate the DDG-1000 program,
Congress must have this information before scquiesoing to a change of this magnitude.

Supporting the DDG-1000 program will enable the Navy 1o leverige $11 billion in
ﬂmdy!mmd reséarch and development funding. The ship has been designed with sigaifieant
growth margins mchding power, cooling, space, and weight to enable rapid enhaticements to
mest evolving threats in the existing hull. We believe that continwed production and defivery of
DDG-1008 class destroyers is eesential to the long-term: stability of ovir shipbuilding program and
the timely delivery of needod capabilities to the Navy.

With respect and appreciation, and thank you for considering this request,

Sinceérely,

OSD 03125-09
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Congress of tbt @mteh States
Bouse of Representatibes

Washington, BC 20515
March 18, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

We urge you to cancel the OMB Circular A-76 privatization review of public works at the United
States Army Garrison, West Point.

The A-76 program was shut down by Congress in the Omnibus Appropriations Act that the
president signed into law earlier this month because of longstanding concems. Two Government
Accountability Office (GAO) reports issued last year detail how poor guidance from the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) had resulted in systematically overstated savings and understated
costs as well as a disproportionately adverse impact on older, female and African-American civil
servants. As GAO noted, even afier eight years, A-76 proponents are still unable to “reliably assess
whether competitive sourcing truly provides the best deal for the taxpayer.”

Moreover, the A-76 program raises concerns about compliance with the law. The Defense
Appropriations bill for fiscal year 2009 limits multifunction OMB Circular A-76 privatization
reviews, like the one of public works at West Point, to no longer than 30 months. The West Point
A-76 privatization review was formally announced in September 2006, 30 months ago. However,
an A-76 privatization review starts not at formal announcement -- but when preliminary planning
begins, when money is first spent on hiring consultants and reassigning civil servants from their
usual jobs. Indeed, this preliminary planning is actually required by the OMB Circular A-76. We
understand that preliminary planning for the West Point public works privatization review actually
began over seven years ago in 2002 and included at least five full-time civil servants.

We are also concerned about compliance with the provision in the fiscal year 2008 Defense
Authorization bill, which forbids the Department of Defense from carrying out competitive
sourcing-related direction from OMB. Less than two months after enactment, West Point tried to
utilize the prohibition by petitioning the Army for relief from carrying out the public works
privatization review. In its March 19, 2008 letter, the installation discussed a detailed plan for ~
internal reengineering of its public works functions that would be “less disruptive” than the A-76
privatization review, but yet “yield efficiency-and real savings,” and thus be “a win-win for West
Point and the West Point community.” Nevertheless, this petition was rejected. Even OMB during

-09
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the previous administration acknowledged that the A-76 process should not be considered the
exclusive process for generating efficiencies when officials in July 2008 renamed competitive
sourcing, calling it “commercial management,” and emphasized business process reengineering
instead of contracting out.

This privatization review is already well past the 30 month limitation in.lposed in law, whfch means
that the actual costs likely exceed any savings. In addition, West Point is prepared to achieve a
satisfactory resolution that benefits taxpayers and the West Point community. We in C.Jm}gre.ss
have already recognized the failure of OMB Circular A-76 privatization reviews b3f eliminating
them. Today, we strongly urge you to cancel the West Point public works OMB Circular A-76
privatization review.

Sincerely,

MAURICE HINCHEY HN HALL
ember of Congress . ember of Congress
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President Barack Obama
The White House
Waghington, D.C. 20500

March 16, 2009
Dear Mr. President:

We have noted with some concarn your announcement that an additional 17,000 US troops
would be sent to Afghanistan. As the goals of our seven year military involvement remain
troublingly unclear, we urge you to reconsider such 2 military escalation. .

If the intent is to Jeave behind a stable Afghanistan capable of governing itself, this military
cscalation may well be counterproductive. A recent study by the Carnegie Endowment has
concluded that “the only meaningfial way to halt the insurgency’s momentum is to start
withdrawing troops. The presence of foreign troops is the most mportant element driving the
resurgence of the Taliban,”

The 2001 suthorization to use military force in Afghanistan allowed military action “to prevent
any future acts of intemational terrorism against the United States.” Continuing to fight a
counterinsurgsncy war in Afghanistan does not sppear to us to be in keeping with these
directives and an escalation may actually harm US security.

In a tape released in 2004, Osama bin Laden stated that al Qacda’s goal was 1o “bleed... America
to the point of bankruptey” in Afghanistan. He contipued, "All that we have to do is to send two
mujahadeenmthcﬁud:enpommmmuapieceofclothonwhichxswnnenalQaedn,m
order to make generals race there to cause America to suffer human, economic and political
losses without their achieving anything of note....” We would do well to pay attention to these
thmauaﬁmmﬁﬁumgmmysmhuapwmofwmmmpmam '

Afghanistan.
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Mr. President, in reviswing ihe past hisiory of Afghanistan and the nations that have failed to-
conquer it - Russia spent nins years in Afghanistan and lost many billions of dollars aud more
thanlsOoommsunsoldmpweurgeyoutomonsﬂuthcdecldonmsmdmaddmonﬂ
17000toopsandtormstpmxmwescalmmﬁnﬂla

Sincerely,
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IKE SKELTON, MISSOURI, CHAIRMAN
JOMN SPRATT, SOUTH CAROLINA
SOLOMON P. ORTIZ, TEXAS

GENE TAYLOR, MISSISSIPP

NEIL ABEACROMBIE, HAWAII
SILVESTRE REYES, TEXAS

VIC SNYDER, ARKANSAS

ADAM SMITH, WASHINGTON
LORETTA SANCHEZ, CALIFORNIA
MIKE McINTYRE, NORTH CARGUINA
ELLEN Q. TAUSCHER, CALIFORNIA
ROBERT A. BRADY, PENNSYLVANIA
ROBERT ANDREWS, NEW JERSEY
SUSAN A DAVIS, CAUFORNIA
JAMES R. LANGEVIN, AHODE ISLAND
RICK LARSEN, WASHINGTON

JIM COOPER, TENNESSEE

JIM MARSHALL, GEORGIA
MADELEINE Z 8ORDALLO. GUAM
BRAD ELLSWORTH, INDIANA
PATRICK J. MURPHY, PENNSYLVANIA
HANK JOHNSON, GEORGIA

CAROL SHEA-PORTER, NEW HAMPSHRE
JOE COURTNEY, CONNECTICUT
DAVID LOEBSACK, IOWA

JOE SESTAK, FENNSYLVANIA
GABRIELLE GIFFORDS, ARIZONA

NiK| TSONGAS, MASSACHUSETTS
GLENN NYE, VIRGINIA

CHELLIE PINGREE, MAINE

LARRY KISSELL, NORTH CAROLINA
MARTWN HEINRICH, NEW MEXICD
FRANK M. KRATOVIL, JR., MARYLAND
ERK J.J. MASSA, NEW YORK

BOBBY BRIGHT, ALABAMA

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

#©.S. Houge of Representatives
WHashington, BE 20515-6035

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS

March 26, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

JOHN M. McHUGH, NEW YORK

ROSCOE G. BARTLETT, MARYLAND
HOWARD P. "BUCK” McKEON, CALIFORNIA
MAC THORNBERRY, TEXAS

WALTER B. JONES, NORTH CAROLINA

W. TODD AKi, MISSOURI

J. RANDY FORBES, VIRGINIA

JEFF MILLER, FLORICA

JOE WILSON, SOUTH CARDLINA

FRANK A LoBIDNDO, NEW JERSEY

ROB BISHOP, UTAH

MICHAEL TURNER, OHIO

JOHN KLINE, MINNESOTA

MIKE ROGERS, ALABAMA

TRENT FRANKS, ARIZONA

BILLSHUSTER, PENNSYLVANIA

CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS, WASHINGTON
K. MICHAEL CONAWAY, TEXAS

DOUG LAMBORN, COLORADO

ERIN C. CONATON, STAFF DIRECTOR

Since the Eisenhower Administration, it has been the policy of the gpvernment that it
should not compete with its citizens. That policy is outlined in the Office of Management and
Budget Circular A-76, which governs all public-private competitions to potentially outsource
work to the private sector. Originally, the A-76 process was intended to be nsed as a tool to

determine the most competitive and efficient source for performing “commercial” work — either
in the public or private sector. However, it became almost a mandate in recent years for pushing
more and more work into the private sector, even work that is closely associated with inherently
governmental functions, in order to meet arbitrary competition goals.

The House Armed Services Committee has taken several steps to mitigate the undue
burdens on the Department of Defense. In response to a congressional mandate, the Department
of Defense Inspector General reviewed the military services’ A-76 programs. In its interim
report (April 22, 2008) the DOD Inspector General noted that:

= The Army is undergoing many efforts that impact competitive sourcing
planning, such as Base Realignment and closure, growing the Army, and the
war.
®  The Air Force feels “pressure in the budget to conduct” privatization studies.
These findings were reaffirmed in the final report of December 15, 2008.

Furthermore, The Fiscal Year 2009 Omnibus Appropriations Act includes a one year
government-wide moratorium (section 737) on beginning or announcing any A-76 studics.

Many of the Department’s A-76 studies have dragged on far beyond the time limits
authorized in the 2003 revised Circular A-76, as well as those imposed by statute. This creates
an unfair strain on the federal employees whose jobs are being competed, as well as the
contractors who have submitted bids for the work. In many cases, an individual service has
requested a cancetlation — either because the installation is seeking an alternative approach or
because the original study was not appropriate — only to be denied by the Department.
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Secretary Gates
March 26, 2009
Page 2

We are aware that the Deputy Undersecretary of Defense (Installations and Environment)
in a letter to many members of Congress, reaffirmed the competitive sourcing policy that was set
in place by the 2001 President’s Management Agenda; this is the same official who advocated so
strongly for competitive sourcing within the Department during the Bush Administration,

In light of the President’s memo (dated March 4, 2009), as well as concerns raised by the
military services, we urge you to immediately halt any pending A-76 studies as well as the
initiation or announcement of any A-76 study, and to rescind the 2008 competitive sourcing
policy memo. This will allow the Administration and Congress time to conduct a comprehensive
review of the Department’s A-76 program and to determine the best course for moving forward
with a sound competitive sourcing policy.

We request a prompt response to this letter.

n Sincerely,
M
IKE SKELTON * SOLOMON P. ORTIZ

Chairman Chairman
House Armed Services Committee Readiness Subcommittee

IS: cg




Congress of the Hnited States
PBouse of Repregentatives
ashington, BEL 20515

March 23, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

We are greatly concerned by reports that the Airborne Laser (ABL) program is facing
severe budget cuts or even termination in the Fiscal Year 2010 Budget proposal. The
ABL is America’s premier directed energy effort and represents not only a tremendous
potential for our nation’s warfighters, but also for maintaining America’s technological
edge. Itis critical to the future of our national security capabilities. For these reasons,
we urgently request the ABL remain a robustly funded program.

According to the Missile Defense Agency, the ABL provides a unique capability “to
detect, track, target, and destroy ballistic missiles shortly afier launch during the boost-
phase. Its revolutionary use of directed energy makes it unique among the United States’
airborne weapon systems, with a potential to attack multiple targets at the speed of light
with a range of hundreds of kilometers.”

Qur military warfighters agree that the ABL is essential for addressing many of the
challenges facing our nation. General B.B. Bell, the former Commander of the United
States Forces Korea, wrote in 2007, “...from a warfighter's perspective, the ABL will be
an important ingredient in our much needed and required layered missile defense
capability for the Korean Peninsula. ” This is a legitimate capability our nation needs.

As you know, the Airborne Laser began during the Clinton administration in the face of
an increasing ballistic missile threat. Since that time, the proliferation of ballistic
missiles has only grown. Today, outside of Russia, China and our Western allies, there
are 3,000 ballistic missiles around the world. That number is continuing to grow every
year. As threats proliferate around the globe, the relevance and importance of the ABL as
the nation’s only fully designed boost-phase missile defense system will continue to
increase.

OSD 03624-
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The ABL is performing well and is scheduled to shoot down a boosting ballistic missile
by the end of the year. Should thé ABL be severely under-funded or canceled, the
promise of speed-of-light and extreme precision in the hands of the warfighter will
disappear, as will the fragile industrial base that supports it. In short, we will have
wasted the resources that have been well invested since the Clinton administration.

Again, we respectfully request your support for the Airborne Laser program.

Sincerely,
" Norm Dicks | Todd Tiaht '
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Feinrich
Membr of Congress Member of Congress
4
. (M "
Todd Akin Buck McKeon
Member of Congress Member of Congress
| < .
Low. I

Kevin McCarthy
Member of Congress




@ongress of the Anited States
Mashington, BE 20515

March 25, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

In deciding how to allocate the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act’s funding, please give
consideration to the research conducted by Bell BioEnergy, Inc of Tifton, Georgia, which is
studying how to use bioengineered bacteria to convert biomass to biofuels.

Bell BioEnergy is producing renewable, domestically-produced, high-quality transportation
fuels. The process it has developed will enhance America’s mdependence from foreign oil in an
environmentally sound manner through the successful conversion of non-food biomass to
biofuels. Such efforts will also result in the creation of a significant number of new, green jobs.

Bell BioEnergy is presently conducting research through pilot projects conducted in :
collaboration with the Department of Defense (DOD) and the Defense Energy Support Center
(DESC) at seven military installations around the nation. The projects are located at Fort .
Benning, Fort Stewart, Fort Bragg, Fort Lewis, Fort Drum, Fort A.P. Hill, and the DESC facility
at San Pedro, California. At each site, Bell BioEnergy is working to:

1) Perfect the waste biomass to hydrocarbon fuels process;

2) Further refine the unique bacteria used in the process;

&
3) Produce sufficient amounts of usable hydrocarbon fuels (natural gas, gasoline, diesel
and jet) for laboratory tcstmg

4) Test and certify the fuels generated by the process as a “drop in fuel” that is fit for its
intended purpose; and

5) Gather the engineering and scienfiﬁc data necessary to design full scale production
facilities.

Bell BioEnergy is seeking additional funding to complete these pilot projects. The funds would
be used to 1) complete construction of the seven pilot projects, 2) perform university-level
research to determine the most viable bacteria for converting biomass to hydrocarbon fuels, and
3) construct the first research laboratory dedicated to the segregation and propagatlon of the
bacteria required to convert non-food waste biomass to biofuels. . - L
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Re: Bell-BioEnergy Funding
March 25, 2009

It is estimated that each test facility will employ five technicians. The research laboratory would
employ 25 to 50 scientists and technicians, with secondary employment of up to 400 people.
These efforts would support the underlying goals of the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act, which is to create jobs and help transition our economy toward clean, renewable energy.

We thank you for your consideration of our request.

Sincerely,

it Mkl

arghall
mber lof Congress

M»,»Mc@f

Sanforq Bishop
Membeg of Congress

# levis .
Lewis

Member of Congress

A. Westmoreland




Congress of the nited States
Bashington, BEL 20515

March 9, 2009
The Honorable Robert Gates _ Admiral Michael Mullen
Secretary of Defense Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
1000 Defense Pentagon 0999 Joint Staff Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-10000 Washington, DC 20318-9999

‘Dear Secretary Gates and Admiral Mullen;

We understand that the Air Force will be deciding soon where to base the new Global Strike
Command headquarters, and we know that you have been monitoring the decision process since
it began last fall. As part of our effort to inform senior defense leaders, it is our pleasure to
provide you with this copy of “Why Minot,” a comprehensive description of how Minot, North
Dakota, meets or exceeds all Air Force Global Strike Command headquarters basing criteria.
We have also sent this material to Secretary Donley, General Schwartz and General Corley.

“Why Minot” showcases the full array of benefits that the base and the city have to offer. We
want to stress in particular how Minot is the only location that offers the ability to bring direct
oversight to every aspect of the operational nuclear mission. Minot possesses the complete range
of Air Force operational nuclear expertise — a nuclear bomber wing, an ICBM wing, and a
nuclear weapons storage area. A major lesson of the past two years is that the Air Force must
increase command supervision at the operational level. Standing up a new major command
without doing so would be a major missed opportunity.

We also want to stress the incredible support the community of Minot offers the Air Force.
Strong support by the community will pay dividends for the Air Force by helping to ease issues
like the environmental assessment process and base expansion. When combined with our
delegation’s commitment to assisting the Air Force in its missien to restore confidence in nuclear
surety and regain its reputation as the world’s best nuclear steward, this support is unparalleled.

After reviewing “Why Minot,” we believe you too will agree that Minot is indeed the best
location for Global Strike Command! Thank you as always for your service.

Sincerely,
lmJ Azl
ENT CONRAD YRON DORGA EARL POMEROY -
U.S. Senate U.S. Senate U.S. House of Represeptatives
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Peatagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates,

Given the Department's experience with the initial F-15 and F-16 engine program beginning
_ in the late 1970s, carly on in the Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) program, beginning in 1996, Congress
directed that an alternate engins be included within the JSF program.

The Department supporied and budgeted for the alteraie engine program within the JSF
program through fiscal year 2006, Bescause of internal budget pressures due to cost overruns within
other elements of JSF, the Department did not and has not subsequeatly included the alternate engine
in the annual JSF budget request after fiscal year 2006. :

However, in fiscal years 2007-2009, Congress added funding to continue thc alternate
engine. And the Department has obligated all of the alternate engine funding provided by Congress,
until this year.

Given the likely future expenditure of over $100 billion in procurement and sustainment
funding for JSF engines over the life of the ISF program, Congress continues to believe that
competition will provide a net benefit over a single-source procurement and sustainment model,
Studies done in 2007 by GAO and the Institute for Defense Anaiyses also support the competitive
madel as being a net bensfit to the JSF program. :

In a hearing on this igsue before our Subcommittee on March 11, 2008, Undersecretary
Young made the following statement conceming the execution of funds for the continued )
development and procurement of an altermats JSF engine: “If Congress authorizes and appropriates
funds in fiscal year 2009, wa will continue to execute the second source. ..the law requires usto
obligate and expend funds, and we will certainty obey the law.” Yet, the Department’s Comptroller,
Robert Hale, is now withholding $35 million in advance procurement funding for the alternate
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engine that ieeds to be released in the April-May period to svoid impacting the alternate engine
schedule.

Section 213 of the fiscal year 2008 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) states that
“the Secratary of Defense shall ensure the obligation and expenditure in cach such fiscal year of
sufficient annual amounts for the continued development and procurement of two options for the
propulsion system for the Joint Strike Fighter in order to ensure the development and competitive
procurement for the propulsion system for the Joint Strike Fighter.” Some inside the Department
have contended that funds cannot be obligated because there is no procuremest for aliemate engine
program programmed for fiscal year 2010. Continuing to withhold funding that was suthorized and
appropriated for altemate engine advance procurement is unjustified. Section 213 of the fiscal year
2008 NDAA requires obligstion and expenditure of alternate engine funds. And the Depariment’s
obligation of funds for F-22 advance procurement, belies any contention that obligation of funds
expressly anthorized by Congress is inappropriate based on what may, or may not, be in the fiscal
2010 budget request.

Commitments made to Congress by the Undersecretary for Acquisition, Technology and
Logistics should not be allowed to be subsequently reversed by another Undersecretary,
Furthermore, we request that you direct the release of the 335 million in advance procurement
funding for the alternate engine,
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The Honorable Robert Gates, Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000
Dear Secretary Gates:

On April 2, 2009, the U.S. Air Force announced that it had chosen Barksdale Air Force Base in Louisiana as the
location of the new Globel Strike Command to oversee the Air Force’s nuclear operations. In press reports
announcing this decision, T was greatly concerned to see allegations by a member of the Nebraska Congressional
delegation that military commanders have asserted that polmcs play a role in the decision of the Jocation of
major new commands.

Yet the Omaha World-Herald reported on April 3, 2009, that “Rep, Lee Teérry said that while military
.. spmmanders majptain publicly that politics are agt invol¥ed in such decisions, they concede-in private.that = « i +ome = ¢ -
politics do play a role, Terry said those politics occur primarily at the Senate level.” This is a very serious’
allegation which I believe merits serious consideration and a response by the U.S. Department of Defense
(DoD). 1am greatly concerned by any accusation that DoD chose Barksdale Air Force Base as the location of
the Global Strike Command based on political considerations, particularly those in the Senate, rather than an
objective evaluation of the qualifications of the bases. Such allegations, if left unaddressed, seriously undemoine
the credibility and integrity of our atmed services and the men and women who serve to keep our nation secure.

1 ask you to immediately investigate and report on the allegations by Congressman Terry as reported in the
Omaha World-Herald that military commanders are basing their declsmns on politics, in part in or in whole,
rather than the interests of DoD and the security of our nation.

Since Congressman Terry pu'owded no specifics to back up his allegations, some could choose to discount them
as baseless. However, since Offutt Air Force Base scored highest overall of all the bases under consideration in
the criteria used, and rated the highest or tied for, the highest in all six individual subcategories, it is difficult to
explain why Offutt was not selected and to argue that politics was not the basis for this decision,

The longer such an allegation goes unaddresséd, the greater the appearance of plausibility becomes. Therefore,
L am requesting an immediate and thorough-investigation of this matter and look forward to your response.

United States emtor
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@ongress of the United States
HWashington, B¢ 20515

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

March 30, 2009
Dear Secretary Gates:

We are eoncemed that veterans who served in Iraq and Afghanistan may be ill, and some may
have actually died, as a result of exposure to dangerous toxins produced by burn pits used to
destroy waste. The Military Times reports that scores of returning veterans who were exposed to
burn: pits display similar symptoms: chronic bronchitis, asthma, sleep apnea, chronic coughs, and
allergy-like symptoms, Several also have cited heart problems, lymphoma, and leukemia. We
write to request that you direct relevant DoD personnel to fully comply with the VA's requests
for information nceded to study the impact of these potential environmental exposures.

Our experience with troating illnesses caused by Agent Orange and Gulf War Hliness taught us
that we must be vigilant in monitoring and treating our veterans long after they have retumed
from the battleficki. Although the Department of Defense currently maintains that there are no
health dangers to troops from exposure to burn pits, we believe it is premature to dismiss
concems raised about bum pits after only a few years.

Ay you know, ajomt study of the bum pit at Balad Air Base found that toxins were present,
including carcinogens such as dioxin, but that they did not exceed military exposure guidelines
for those exposed to the fumes for one year. The Defense Health Board reviewed the study last
year. While the Board found that the study was generally adequate, it identified several
weaknesses in the study, including the lack of a comprehensive analysis of the interaction of
various toxins and the faiture to conduct a valid study of relevant health records. It identified
several ways in which the Army could improve its examination of dioxin serum sampling and
analysis of respiratory ilinesses.

Independent scientists:-who liave reviewed the joint study of the Balad Air Base have informed us
that there is a significant danger that veterans may become ill as a result of exposure to fumes
emanating from such burn pits. They also noted that the underlying data supporting the study
was not included and that it will be difficult to ascertain the potential health care implications of
exposure to the fumes without this data.

For this reason, we request that you make this underiying data available to our staff and to the
Government Accountability Office for its review, in a classified setting if required.

Mcanwhile, the real indicators of the dangers to veterans are the long-term health measures of

those exposed rather than less reliable environmental reports. Therefore, the study of those
known to be exposed by burn pits should be the primary focus.
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" Responding to a recent Congressional request along these lines, Veterans Affairs Secretacy

Shinseki gave assurance that he is taking seriously our concerns abomthedangusofbm:npﬁs.
In the enclosed message, Secretary Shinseki committed to take the following actions which relate
to the Department of Defense:

1. VA scientists have begun health studies on veterans of the current conflicts in Iraq and
Afghanistan, inchuding requesting assistance from the Department of Defense (DoD) for
troop exposure and location data, _

2. VA is working with Dol to obtain all relevant exposure data with the goal of
establishing potential correlations with health problems among affected veterans, To this
end, VA has established a data sharing agreement with DoD that grants access to this data
for separated veterans. VA scientists will also review data gathered from DoD's Post
Deployment Health Assessment (PDHA) surveys, which ask about exposures to smoke
from bumn pits, subsequent symptoms, and a variety of other health related questions.

Since time is of the essence and the lives of our troops and veterans are at stake, we are )
requesting your expressed commitment that the Pentagon will fully cooperate with the VA in this
matter so that these analyses can be completed as quickly and accurately as possible, We also
request that you direct the relevant Department of Defense offices to fully cooperate with the

" VA’s studies.

Thank you for your attention and assistance in this matter.
’ -
Senator Russ Feingold chresen

Senator Evan Bayh -’ Representative Steve Cohen

W Ji At

Senator Ron Wden Re#sem' , John ?u




Congress of the Wnited States JOOZES

Washington, DL 20515

March 3, 2009

President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W,
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Obama:

In two weeks the United States will mark the sixth anniversary of the Jaunch of
the preemptive war and occupation of Iraq. Like you; we, the undersigned
Members of Congress, opposed the war and occupation from the start and have
spent the last several years working to extricate the United States from this
quagmire. We believe that ending the war and occupation in Iraq means
redeploying all troops and all military contractors out of Iraq. It also means
leaving behind no permanent bases and renouncing any claims upon Iraqi oil.

The policy you announced last week in your speech at Camp Lejeune regarding
the redeployment of U.S. troops. from Iraq is a hopeful sign that the end of the
war and occupation in Iraq is in sight. We believe, however, that even more can
and should be done to hasten the day when all U.S, troops and military
contractors are redeployed out of Iraq and reunited with their families and laved
ones,

Specifically, while we welcome your embrace of a withdrawal timeline and your
commitment to the American people that all combat troops will be withdrawn
from Iraq by August 31, 2010, we are concerned that the plan you announced
contemplates leaving up to 50,000 U.S. troops in Iraq- nearly as large as the
force deployed in South Korea during the height of the cold war.

‘Accordingly, it would be extremely helpful to us, other members of Congress, and
the public if you would address the following questions:

1. What factors will be used to determine the size of the reserve force to be
left in Iraqg?

2. What role do you envision for the United States after combat forces are
redeployed that requires nearly 50,000 U.S. troops to implement?

3. What actions have the Administration taken, or contemplates taking, to
comply with the congressional prohibition against the establishment or
maintenance of permanent bases in Iraq?

4. Will the role of the “transition force” be changed if violence flares back up
in Iraq?

5. How does the plan address the estimated 190,000 American contractors
currently stationed in Iraq?
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We believe that our nation’s interests in Iraq and the region will be best advanced
by reducing the size of the military footprint and making greater use of our other
assets of national power, including diplomacy, reconciliation, commerce,
development assistance, and humanitarian aid. We are heartened that you
consider the deployment of these national assets central to a viable Iraq strategy.

We look forward to continuing our dialogue and strengthening our partnershib in

the pursuit of our mutual goal: ending the war and occupation and redeploying
all American troops and military contractors out of Iraq and reuniting them with

their families and loved ones.
MAXIgé WATERS

Member of Congress

Member of Congress
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Cungress of the Hnited States /902378

. ‘ Washington, BE 20515

March 11, 2009

President Barack Obama
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Obama:
We are writing to express our strong support for resuming Operation Jump Start.

As you know, this effort deployed National Guard troops to meet our Southwest border security
needs. Operation Jump Start was a tremendous success. Guardsmen built 37 miles of fence,
repaired 700 miles of roadway, assisted in confiscating over 298,000 pounds of drugs, offered
support in over 166,000 arrests and helped in 100 rescues. They were vital in securing the
border, enhancing border infrastructure, and improving border security and agent safety.

The main reason why the National Guard was deployed under Operation Jump Start was that
there were not enough resources on the border for effective security — both in the number of
“gyes and ears” on the ground as well as infrastructure being built. The mission ended in July
2008,

As you know, the Mexican military's crackdown on drug cartels and corruption has increased
violence and decreased stability in the region. Last year, more than 6,000 people and this year
more than 1,000 have died as a result. On February 20, the State Department issued a travel alert
as drug cartels are engaged in an increasingly violent conflict among themselves and the
Mexican government for control of trafficking routes along the U.S.-Mexico border.

Due to the current situation in Mexico, we believe that more resources are needed to ensure
additional border security. There are still significant security and infrastructure needs on the
border and the National Guard should be used as an asset in this regard.

At a time when drug viol'ence from Mexico threatens to spill over the border and expose our

communities and families to the consequences, we strongly encourage you to resume Operation
Jump Start. We look forward to working with you to ensure the security of our borders,

£20 Royes - éy &
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Signed by Representatives:

Ed Royce

Brian Bilbray
Howard Coble
Sam Johnson
Gary Miller

Trent Franks

Todd Tiahrt
Kenny Marchant
Sue Myrick
Rodney Alexander
Bill Posey ‘
Dana Rohrabacher
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@ongress of the Hnited States
Hashington, B 20515

April 14, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary, Department of Defense
1400 Defense Pentagon
Washington DC 20301-1400

Dear Secretary Gates:

‘We write regarding the U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) report
addressing the listing and oversight of Superfund sites at DOD facilities, Superfund:
Greater EPA Enforcement and Reporting are Needed to Enhance Cleanup at DOD Sites
g}A0-09-278), urging you to rapidly take all steps necessary to remediate contaminated

OD sites

The GAO report reached several disturbing conclusions:

e While the number of DOD sites considered for placement into the Superfund
program has declined over the past decade, DOD sites still account for 9 percent
of all Superfund sites.

» Despite years of negotiations, DOD and EPA have not finalized Interagency
Agreements setting out the terms for clean-up of 11 of the 140 DOD Superfund
sites, despite the statutory requirement to do so, reportedly because DOD
disagreed with the terms contained in the Agreement documents and simply
refused to sign the documents. These sites include (1) Air Force Plant 44
(Tucson, AZ) (2) Andrews Air Force Base (MD) (3) Brandywine Defense
Reutilization and Marketing Office (MD) (4) Fort Meade (MD) (5) Hanscom
Field (Bedford, MA) (6) Langley Air Force Base (VA) (7) McGuire Air Force
Base (Trenton, NJ) (8) Naval Air Station Whiting Field (Milton, FL) (9) Naval
Computer Telecommunication Area Administrative Master Station (Wahiawa,
HI) (10) Redstone Arsenal (Huntsville, AL) and (11) Tyndall Air Force Base
(Panama City, FL).

¢ Despite the requirement for Interagency Agreements to be signed at all federal
Superfund sites, the Superfund statute (Section 120 of CERCLA) contains no
enforcement mechanism that could be used if a federal agency refuses to do so.
Although EPA may initiate administrative enforcement actions under other laws
(such as the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act and the Safe Drinking
Water Act) to compel DOD to clean up contaminated sites, EPA chose not to
pursue enforcerment actions until 2007, more than 10 years after these sites were
first placed into the Superfund Program. Currently, there are EPA
Administrative orders in place at 4 sites: Fort Meade (MD), McGuire Air Force
Base (Trenton, NJ), Tyndall. Air Force Base (Panama City, FL), and Air Force
Plant 44 (Tucson, AZ).

We believe that the Department should immediately enter into the appropriate
Interagency Agreements and expedite the cleanup of these sites. We request that you
provide us with a detailed description of your plans to do so, including:
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¢ Specific timeframes for when Interagency Agreements will be signed at each of
the DOD Superfund sites currently lacking them, and the status of any
negotiations regarding their text, including who is participating in these
negotiations.

* Milestones agreed to by EPA and DOD that are expected for inclusion in Site
Management Plans for the cleanup of each of these sites;

* Any outstanding issues that may impact these schedules and milestones.

~ Thank you very much for your attention to this important matter. Please provide
your response no later than close of business on Friday May 1, 2009, If you have any
questions or concems, please have your staff contact Michal Freedhoff (Rep. Markey,
52836), or Derrick Ramos (Rep. Green, 51688).

Clomusl .'YVLrJ‘-Zrmly, | /%w Zv

Rep. Edward J. Markey Rep. Gene Green
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Congress of the nited States
B®ashington, DL 20515

April 14, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
100 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary,

As you knéw, the United States is currently facing a number of daunting national security
challenges. With our ongoing involvement in Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as our efforts
to combat terrorism, the need to recruit and retain qualified men and women for military
service is greater than ever. We are writing to request that the Defense Advisory
Committee on Women in the Services (DACOWITS) be restored as a meaningful
advisory body with authority to independently advise the Secretary of Defense on issues
concerning military women. Doing so would be a highly effective way to quickly
identify and address the obstacles to women choosing long-term careers in the armed
forces, and would ensure that the U.S. military is well prepared for today’s wartime
realities. _

DACOWITS was established in 1951 as a civilian boaird of individua]s appointed by the
Secretary of Defense for the purpose of providing advice and recommendations on
matters affecting women in the armed services. For half a century, the Committee served
as a vital link between the Department of Defense and the civilian community and gained
a reputation for conducting valuable and highly respected analysis on integrating women
mto the Imhtary makmg the a:med services more effective overall. . :

Many in the security commumty were surpnsed and dismayed when the Bush
administration failed to renew the Committee’s charter shortly after taking office. In its
place, then Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld introduced a new mandate for
DACOWITS which cut members, staff, and funding, revoked the Committee’s
autonomy, and diluted attention to women’s issues. In addition, former Secretary
Rumsfeld imposed restrictions which made the Committes’s military installation visits
less frequent and less effective, and reduced its diversity and transparency in terms of
membership selection and policies. The broader effect of these actions has been to.
sideline serious.study of women in the military, and depriving our armed forces of an
untold number of skllled and capable leaders. - :

Former Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readmess Dr. Dav1d Chu pubhcly
stated his belief that DACOWITS’ work to increase the proportion of women in the
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military had “probably reached its natural limits.”? This statement does not mesh with
the abundance of studies and reports indicating that many women in the armed forces feel
they are coming up against a “brass ceiling” as they struggle to rise through the ranks and
demonstrate their leadership. Under its original charter, DACOWITS worked to address
women’s specific needs as they entered the armed forces in increasing numbers. Some of
the progressive changes made as a result of DACOWITS’ work include coed bootcamps,
the gender “norming” of fitness standards, programs to address sexual harassment, and
family friendly work policies. These institutional changes benefit both men and women,
and help the U.S. military maintain its reputation as the best in the world. Wheever is
appointed as the next Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness should
have an in depth understanding of the need to consider the differing needs of servicemen
and women, and should appreciate the demonstrated benefits of reducing gender based
discrimination in the armed forces.

We believe that DACOWITS must be re-established under the Federak Advisory
Committee Act with the mission to advise the Secretary of Defense on a broad range of
matters relating to women in the military. Additionally, it must be restored to its former
status through an increase in its membership to at least 25, to be chosen from diverse
backgrounds, and this Committee should be supported with an adequate budget to carry
out the analysis and data collection which has proven so valuable in the past. We are
confident in your dedication to creating an enabling and supportive environment, so that
our servicemen and women can reach their full potential and contribute the best of their
skills and abilities to the protection of our country. The revitalization of DACOWITS
would greatly facilitate this goal. Thank you for your attention to this important issue.

Sincerely,
G2 -~
OLY¥N B. MALONEY ERIC MASSA
Member of Congress Member of Congress

! Stone, Andrea. “Women Warriors Play an Essential Role in Military.” US4 TODAY. 11 January 2002.
hggd/m,gsatodax.com/news/&pl 1/2002/01/10/warriors.htm. (Accessed 31 March 2009).
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@ongress of the lnited States
' Washingtown, BE 20515

April 24, 2009

The Honorable Dr. Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

This letter is to respectfully request your assistance in reinstating the National Guard
Joint Countexdmg Task Force’s Port and Highway Interdiction mission, This tasking
was terminated nearly 8 years ago and removed from the responsibilities of the National
"Guard Counterdrug Task Force. We are confident this mission set is both immensely
important to the national security of our country and provides outstanding training for our
soldiers and airmen.

As you know, the Drug Trafficking Organizations (DTO) along the US-Mexico border
have become an increased threat to our country. These criminal and terrorist
organizations control the avenues of approach to the U.S. and utilize these avenucs to
smuggle humans and illegal narcotics. These same organizations then use the lack of
oversight on southbound cargo to transport money and weapons to the cartels- thus
fueling the violence and desiruction,

During the period of National Guard support to Port and Highway Interdiction, Texas
guardsmen were credited with well over $1 billion dollars in drug seizures pex year.
Texas also laid claim to well over $27 million in cash seizures in one year alone. These
statistics prove the viability and importance of having Guard men and women working
the secondary search areas along the border- freeing uniformed officers to be out in front
of the public.

The threat to Texas and the United States by drug trafficking organizations is clear. A
holistic approach must be taken to guell the violence, death and destruction caused by
these narco-terrorist organizations. Port and Highway interdiction is a critical aspect of
this approach and must be reinstated immediately.

Sincerely,

i Sw\ﬁo)wx

. John Carter (TX-31) Rep, Sam Johnson (TX-03)

OSD 0462
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Rep. }’alph'Hall (TX-04)" /Rep. Joe Barton (TX-06)

2

Rep. ranger (TX- Rep. Lamar Smith (TX-21)

Mo Cullrense,

Repl Johin Culberson (TX-07)

Z. W HZ!CMZ T &Z Coul
 Rep. Michael McCaul (TX-10)

Rep. Kenny Marchant (TX-24)

K.=2

Rep. Michfe] Conaway (TX-11)

Rep. Ted Poe (TX-
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Rep. Lonie Gohmert (TX-01) Rep. Pete Olson (TX-22)




@Congress of the Anited States
Washington, DE 20515

April 9, 2009

President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Re: Funding for the Purchase of F-22s in the FY2010 Department of Defense Budget

Dear President Obama:

We are gravely concerned regarding recently announced plans to cap production of the F-
22A Raptor at 187 aircraft. Simply put, this number is insufficient to meet potential threats to
America and to guarantee our nation’s air superiority decades into the future. Over 30 air
campaign studies completed over the last 15 years have validated a requirement for far more than
187 F-22 Raptors to replace the original force of 800 F-15 A-D Eagles. The decision announced
by Secretary Gates not only ignores these facts, but also the validated requirement of our very
own Air Force.

.« - Secretary Gates indicated his commitment to the F-35, Joint Stnke Fighter a3 America’s

L 5 generaton fighter jet. While the JSF is a very capable pla,tform, 118 designed for multi-role

Strilce missions and not optimized for the air dommance ;;mssxons of the F-’7'2 Moreover it is
severaI years away from full'scale production. , :

, As discussed in the January 21 letter to you signed by 194 House Members, the F-22
program annually provides over $12 billion of economic activity to the national economy. As
we face one of the most trying economic times in recent history it is imperative to preserve
existing high paying, specialized jobs that are critical to our nation’s defense. Over 25,000
Americans work for the 1,000+ suppliers in 44 states that manufacture this aircraft. Moreover, it
is estimated that another 70,000 additional Americans indirectly owe their jobs to this program.

Mr. President, in Jight of these concerns and in consideration of the importance of the F-
22 program to both American national and economic security, we strongly urge you to
reconsider this decision and to certify that continued productmn of this vital asset is indeed in the
national interest of the United States.

Phil Gingrey
Member of Congress

i
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Sanfoxd Bishop' { ¢ Johnson

MembYer of Congress Member of Congress
k Kingston Jipd Marshall

Member of Congress ember of Congress

Tom Pri Westmoreland
__-Metiiber of Congress Member of Congress

Rob Bishop Dan Boren

Member of Congress Member of Copgress

Allen Boyd ichael urgess

Membeg of Congress ember of Congress

John Carter . : Eljah Cummings
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Raiph Hall Dean Heller

Member of Congress Member of Congress
bamn Jebnson Michael T. McCaul
Member of Congress Member of Congress -

Re: Funding for the Purchase of F-22s in the FY2010 Department of Defense Budget.
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Patrick McHenry Kenny Marchant
Member of Congress Member of Congress
endrick Meek Richard Neal

Member of Congress Member of Congress
Carol Shea-Porter Bill Shuster

Member of Congress Member of Congress
Don Young Paul Broun

Member of Congress

Member of Congress

Gabrielle Giffor
Member of Congfess

Member of Congress

Re: Funding for the Purchase of F-22s in the FY2010 Department of Defense Budget
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The Honorable Robert M, Gates

" Secretary of Defense

Department of Defense

Washingtpn DC 20301-1000

We wish to make you aware of an intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance (ISR)
program in which over $250 million has been invested, and was called an “unprecedented
capability,” only last October in a letter to our Chairman, by the Under Secretary of Defense for
Intelligence, but yet appears to have been orphaned by the Department of Defense.

The Air Force developed and the Marine Corps employed a turbo-prop based wide area,
day-only, electro-optical surveillance system called “Angel Fire” in Iraq from September 2007
until March 2009. Four King Air 90 aircraft were used in Anbar Province. Five additional
aircraft (“spiral two™), with infra-red night capability, have been funded and are planned to be
delivered from July through November of this year.

Responses to inquiries from mid -- March through yesterday to the Commander, Central
Command; Commander, Multi-National Forces- Iraq; Commander, International Security
Assistance Force; Central Command staff the Joint Staff; the Under Secretary of Defense for
Intelligence; the ISR Task Force; the Air Force; the Army; the Marines and your office indjcate a
lack of awareness of the capability of the system; its status; and/or who has the responsibility to
ultimately determine the disposition or use of the assets. '

As an example, General Petraeus, signed a letter dated 17 April 2009, in response to
inquiry from another Member of Congress, which indicated: “The Angel Fire system you
mentioned, which was used by the Marines in Anbar Province in Irag, was redeployed back' to
the States and is currently being reviewed for possible deployment to Afghanistan.” In reality,
well prior to 17 April, the contractor had been directed to dismantle the podded-capability on the
“Angel Fire” system contract aircraft, which was “used by the Marines in Anbar Province.” The
first aircraft had its sensors removed last week: the second aircraft is scheduled for this week;
with the remaining two aircraft to follow in the subsequent two weeks. Further, the Air Force
indicated earlier this week that there is no funding or plan to use the spiral one or two “Angel
Fire” assets in overseas contingency operations. ‘ :




Given your priority on making ISR available to support our troops in overseas
contingency operations, the “unprecedented capability” provided by “Angel Fire” and “Angel
Fire’s” capability and earlier availability compared to similar systems like “Constant Hawk,”
which are being fully supported by the Department, the continued dismantlement of the spiral
one capability and no plan for use of the spiral two capability is inexplicable.

While “Angel Fire” has operational limitations for some areas of Afghanistan, over sixty
percent of recent [ED activity has taken place in southern Afghanistan, where terrain elevations
allow “Angel Fire” operations, as well as in most areas in Iraq.

We recommend that your Programs, Analysis, and Evaluation office examine the “Angel
Fire” and “Constant Hawk” programs and provide you with a briefing, at your earliest
convenience. We would appreciate your views on “Angel Fire” and the planned vse and
disposition'of the assets of the program.

Roscoe Bartlett

Chairinan, Ranking Member,
Air and Land Forces ~ Air and Land Forces
Subcommittee Subcommitiee
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Congress of the United States

THasbhington, BE 20515

April 27, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, NC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

We commend you for prioritizing the development and purchase of new airborne
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR) assets and light attack aircraft.  We agree with
you that our warfighters in Afghanistan and Iraq require a robust mix of manned and unmanned
platforms to accomplish their counterinsurgency and counterterrorism missions. Given the
relevance these capabilities have across the services —~ as well as the continued development of
your Project Liberty initiative ~ we hope you will organize and resource additional airborne ISR
and light attack aircraft programs on a joint basis.

The urgent need to provide these capabilitics to our warfighters has spawned a number of
separate development cfforts inside the Department of Defense.  For example, for more than a
vear, the Navy has been assessing the capabilities of small light attack aircraft with significant ISR
capabilities. The Air Force recently studied the need for a similar capability. Based on input
from our commanders in the field, that study may grow into stated requirements for new assets.

Mureover, the Air National Guard (ANG) is preparing to demonstrate the capabilities of
the AT-6B later this year. We have strongly supported the AT-6B research and development
effort inside the ANG for the past few years, and we hope that the Navy and Air Force will reap
some of the benefits of a project that appears 1 be maturing just at the moment such capabilities
are most needed.

Based on conversations with the Navy, Air Force and Air National Guard, however, we
remain concerned that efforts to develop a light attack and ISR platform remain uncoordinated.
We believe Dol should develop light attack aircraft capabilities on a joint basis, Only when the
services are working in a coordinated fashion can we expect to get this important capability to our
warfighters efficiently and expeditiously.

We hope you agree with our recommendation, and we stand ready to work with you to fund
a joint light attack aircraft program that draws together DoD)’s multiple and ongoing programs.

Sincerely,

SD 04870-09
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The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

1400 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1400

Dear Mr. Secretary,

I am writing you today to express my concern with the cost growth and schedule delays
of the Navy Electromagnetic Aireraft Launch System (EMALSs) program. The EMALSs system
is designed to replace the aircraft launching steam catapults in USS Ford class aircraft carriers
with the advantages of increased catapult capacity and lower overall maintenance life cycle
costs.

It is apparent that the Navy did not aggressively manage this program over the last few
years. It was not until recently when the senior Navy acquisition official directed a complete
program review that the full scope of the cost increases and schedule delays became known. 1
understand this program review evaluated alternatives, including cancelling EMALSs and
reverting to steam catapults for USS Ford. Such change would require a significant redesign
effort for areas of the ship already designed and would delay delivery of the carrier for a least 2
year and perhaps as long as a year and a half. Conversely, the decision to stay with the EMALs
system also contains significant technical risk and has the potential to delay carrier delivery.
Testing of the fully integrated EMALS system will not begin until early this summer, yet
production of the operational system must begin immediately to meet construction schedules.
Any significant issues discovered during test will of necessity delay the construction of the
carrier and undoubtedly cause significant cost growth,

Because the implications of the failure of this system to deliver on time are so great, and
the associated cost impact to the CVN-78 contract could range in the billions of dollars, I believe
this program needs additional and targeted oversight on an hour-by-hour and day-by-day basis. I
also believe this additional oversight will be required for a significant period of time, perhaps as
long as five years, while this system is tested, produced, delivered to the construction yard,
instalied, and verified.

" In addition, I encourage the Navy to maintain transparent reporting to Congress on the
status of EMALs. For example, although EMALSs does not meet the requirements for designation

0OSD 04913-09
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as a major subprogram of the CVN-78 program, the Navy should consider reporting separately
on EMALS in selected acquisition reports, unit cost reports, and program baselines.

It is my intention to hold an oversight hearing on this program in July. Iintend to call
Navy acquisition officials for this hearing but extend to you the invitation to provide a senior
official from your staff to discuss risk management as this program mioves forward. The focus of
the hearing will be to understand what process is in place to maxirmize the chances of success
and to alert, at the earliest time possible, the risk of failure.

Thank you for your continued service to the country.

Sincergly,

GENE TAYLOR
Chairman,
Subcommittee on Seapower

and Expeditionary Forces

cc: Admiral Michael Mullen, Chairmen, Joint Chiefs of Staff
Admiral Gary Roughead, Chief of Naval Operations
Honorable Sean Stackley, Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Research Development and
Acquisition
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Gongress of the Hnited Hiates

' Wenlington, B¢ 20515
May 1, 2009
The Honorabic Robert M. Getes
Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Peatagon
Washington, D.C. 20301

We writo to expreas our doep congern about recent media reports on the Joint Cargo
Aircraft (JCA) program. An article in The Hill, publishedonAprilZl,m.mdlclﬁe_d
that the JCA program will be cut in half and the remaining planes allocsted to the United

.States Air Force in the Department of Defense’s proposed Fiscal Year 2010 budget. We

beliove thet, if impleencnted, such cuts would be impede the sbility of the United States

. Army, specifically the Army National Guard, to meet intra~theater Jift requirements for

the “last tactical mile” as well as severcly constrain the Army snd Air National Guard’s
ability to respond to & domestic disaster.

. The cumrent intra-theatye airlift capability in the U.S. Army is insufficient to meet the

demands of the wars in fraq and Afghanistan. The Army has relied on the C-23 Sherpa,
an un-pressurized aircraft that oannot perform medioal evacuation missians nor transport
modem cargo pallets. The lack of robust airtift over the “last tacticsl mile” bas also
focced the Anmy to press its Chinook helicopters, themselves aging and inneed of
replacement, into missions the helicopier was never designed for, The 2009 Quadrannial
Rales and Missions Review Report (QRM) assessad these concems and conclhuded that
“the option that provided the most velue to the joint force was to assign the C-271 €0 both
the Air Force and Army.” The Pentagon’s proposed cuts and program changes &re in

- direct contradiction to the findings from this congressionally authorized report. The ICA
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will sllow for more rapid delivery of larger cargo loads o shorter and mare remote
airstrips and belp fill the logistical needs of the war fighter on the modem battlefield.

The Air National Guard also has muigmtmedfortheJCAwﬁllﬁRhmnnlm&sqauhy
missions. The tenmination of the National Guard’s postion of the JCA program will

. eliminate a criticsl capability in many Air National Guard units across the country that

MMWMMBMCM.WMmeWM
the Air National Guard in several states will be unable to retain parsonnel and skills that

. have taken years to cultivate, The National Guard Burean has a promised beddown plan

for the JCA in stases affected by BRAC and the elimination of the program casts doubt
about the fistmre of these units. ThiswonldhamﬁnAizNaﬁnnalerd’sahi!itym_
respord to a domestic crisis, Whether the disaster is 4 burricane or large scale terrorist
attack, the JCA would allow the Air National Guard to deliver supplies to arcas that -
would otherwise be inaccessible to fixed-wing aircraft. The National Guard has boen

Jasked to play a larger role in homeland defense and disastes yecovery in recent years and

the JCA will be a critical tool for the Guard in fulfilling these missions. The JCA is
designed for the needs of the servicemen and women fighting on asymmetric
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battleficlds and is one of the few Dol programs that is running on budget and on time.
Any changes to the JCA program will risk the readiness of our Army, Air Force and
National Guard to respond to the full spectrum of threats and requirements. We strongly
urge you to continue with the program of record for the Joint Cargo Aircmaft Program.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this very important issue.
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Gene Tx
United States Representative
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SMALL BUSINESS COMMITTER House of Representatines . wmen
Washington, BE 20515-0606
April 15, 2009
President Barack Obama
1600 Peansylvania Avenue
Washington, DC
President Obama,

As you are well aware, piracy has become a serious threat to both American and intemational
shipping. The majority of these pirate attacks have taken place along the coastline of Somalia -
a coastline thesamelengﬂiasﬂzevniwd States eastern seaboard — and in the Guif of Aden north
of Somalia.

The recent kidnapping of Captain Richard Phillips following a raid on his commercial ship, the
Maersk Alabama, by Somali pirates proves more aggressive action is nceded to combat piracy.
The incident involving the Maersk Alabama was a spectacular show of courage, good luck, the
extraordinary military skill of U.S. Special Forces and the smart decision-making by the Captain
of the USS Bainbridge, Commander Frank Castellano. Unfortunately, in the future, the pirates
may be unwilling to take a ship’s Captain hostage to protect the safety of the crew or the crew of
a merchanl vessel may be unable to fight back. They were very lucky that the U.S. Navy arrived
béfore the pirates were able to make it back to land which would have made it extremely difficult
10 track them down.

The piracy problem is not a law enforcement challenge because the pirates have unrestricted
access 1o Somali port facilities and land bascs that are sanctioned by the goveming institutions of
Somalia irrespective of how dysfunctional they are. This is a military problem and these attacks
on U.S. merchant ships constitute an act of war on the United States.

A new course of action should be reviewed. Sending U.S. Warships to patrol these waters isn’t
enough to protect U.S. flagged merchant ships. This is an arca that is 1.1 million square miles
and the U.S. Navy, or eny navy, has their hands full trying to protect thiy vital shipping lane.

- The placement of small detachments of U.S. Marines or sailors aboard U.S. flagged merchant
ships would help bring an end to the piracy problem off of the coest of Somalia for U.S. -
commercial shipping. This would be 2 much more cost effective way of ending any advantage
that the pirates have, New rules of engagement should give U.S. military personnel, assigned to
U.S. merchant ships, the authority to engage any small boat if it demonstrates hostile intent when
approaching a U.S. merchant ship.

FRINTSC ON MECYCLED PAPER
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There is a precedent for using U.S. military persomnei on U.S. flagged merchant vessels. During
WWIL, U.S. military personnel were deployed on U.S. flagged ships to provide protection.
These detachments were called “The Naval Armed Guard,” and were established after the 1941
repeal of the “Neutrality Act of 1936, which had outlawed the arming o U.S. merchant vessels.

It isn’t necessary to talk about military operations against the pirates along the Somali coastline
when we havc the option to put small military detachments on board U.S. commercial ships,
These raids would not only put members of our military unnecessarily at risk but there would
always be the potential for collateral damage causing hatm to the inpocent hostages and civiliens
in the target areas.

Mr. President, how many sailors and Marines arc available for such actions and are you willing
10 tempotarily station military detachment on U.S. flagged merchant ships?

Thank you for your time and I look forward to your response.
' Sinoerely.

Mike Coffman, M.C.

CC: The Honorable Robert Gates

TOTAL P.@2
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v | tHashington, BE 20515
March 26, 2009
President Barack Obama
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President;

As co-chairs of the 52-member bipartisan U.S.-China Working Group, we are writing in
- regard to recent developments within the bilateral U.S.-China relatiqnship.

Last week, the Working Group hosted Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense David
Sedney for an update on U.S.-China military-to-military relations. We are supportive of
your efforts to protect U.S. Navy reconnaissance vessels and your decision to send a
destroyer escort to the South China Sea. The harassment of U.S. interests by Chinese
ships is a violation of international law and we applaud your decisive response.

Additionally, we urge your continued support of increased U.S. - China military-military
relations. In our view, the U.S.-China diplomatic relationship will be the most important
of the 21® century. Strong military-to-military connections remain instrumental in
expanding and improving that relationship.

Thank you for your leadership on this issue. We look forward to working with your
Administration to advance U.S.-China relations.

Sincerely,
Rick Larsen Mark Kirk
Member of Congress Member of Congress

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER




Congress of the nited Hiates

Wishingten, BE 20515
The Honorable kohm M. Gutes
Secretary of Defense ’
1000 Defense Pentagon
‘Washington, DC 20301
Dear Secretary Gates:

Your internal budget procéss consists. of serious delibieration on threat analysis, risk
assessment, and cost benefit tradeffs in regard to budgetary decisions. This information is
otitical for Members of Congress and the public:to ko, and for this reason [ am concerned
about 4 disturbing trend-of restricting budget and inspection information within the Department
of Defense.

T undexstand that you recently asked senior officials in the Depastment to sign 8 Non-
disclosure Agreement as it relates to the Presidont’s FY1G Buddget propesal. While 1 fully
understand that some of thege discussions must be kept eonfidential, I ains concermed that 1) this
agreement i3 not strictly linsited to predecisional discussions, and 2).that Corigress miay bo -
excluded from oversight and engagement due o the restrictions put in place by this agroement.

Specifically, the Agreement states that, budget-relatex information restricted ineludes
“finformation,] predecisional or-oflierwise, concerning the Administration’s deliberation of the
nature and amounts of the President’s budget for Fiscal Year 2010, and any supplemental budget
request submitted during the current fiscal year.” Can T expect a candid answer frop1 a senior
military official when I ask therm about the process used to establish priorities, sither now, o1
after the President’s detailed Budget is released to the public? Members of Congress deserve
candid answers from senior military officers that are not suppressed or censored--either directly,
or implicitly viaa culture of regulations that muzzles their independent professionsi judgtheat.

We are well aware that only the President, and s staff see the fill revenues and resource
requirements of the United States Government, and members of his Adminisiration are expected
to implement hs guidance. However, the Constitution charges:Congess, not the Executive, with
the mandate to raise and support armies and riavies, and it grants authority to Congress to fand
the budget for our defense and the other constitatianal responsibilities. 1am concembd that
these Testrictions on the deliberation of these tradeoffs are reflected in the President’s Budged this
duyear and future years severely and unnecessarily limits the Congress in these

ties. )

The Congress, and the Nation as & while, can ill-afford our Natjon’s senior military
leadership 1o be forced to squivocate or be pedantic in so far as their professional opinion is
converned, particularly as it relates to risk caloulation and threst analysis associated with. the
priorities of the Department of Defens and the slfocation of taxpayer dollars.
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Furthermore, T am concerned to fearn thet proviously unclassified INSURYV inspections
will now be classified. It is sometimes only through the media and public awarencss, as was this
case with the inspections of the USS Steut and USS Chosin, that we leam of the urgent need to
address some of the shortfalls the military has, including the $417 million shortfall in skip depot
maintenance.for this year alone. If thess veports ars olassified, we are unable t communicate
these needs tq the public,

Lastly, senior Ammy-officials shruptly withdrew from a recent hearing before the House
Armed Servives Alt ind Latid Ferces Subcommittee sni Futare Combat System. Thishearing
was to focus oh the status of the FC3 program in light of a recent GAO yepdit that made
recommendations on this system. These actions continue to contribute to the perception thatthe
Department in not interested in engaging with Congress to determine.the best possible selution.
The classification of inspections and excluding Congress from budgetary discussion serve as an
impedinienit for Corigress to fulfill its constitutional responsibility to provide the necessary
~Tesources to support our national security strategy and the rost of the federal governmerit.

More than ever, our budget needs a close look. In fiact, President Obama indicated in one
of bis first Executive Orders conceming the Freedom of Information Act, that “A democrasy
requires accountability, and accountability requires trabsparency. As Justics Louis Braidels
wrote, “sunlight is safd to be the best of disinfectants.’” Wewlerstand that most budget
doswuments are not subject to FOLA wder § USC 552(b)(5), and # may be timely to reconsidier

There:i8 no more strious responsibility that Presidént Obama, you, or Wi have thad tg

ensure the security of this great Nation. We remain strong supposters of yur efforts and of the -

candor with which you have testified before Congress. We look forward to werking with'you to
ensure our Nation has the defense itnecds. Thanks you for your assistance,

Sincerely,
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Congress of the Wnited States

Washington, BC 20510
May 6, 2009
The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301
Dear Secretary Gates,

As Congress awaits the submission of the President’s Fiscal Year 2010 budget request for
the Department of Defense, we write to share our strong and unwavering support for the
Air National Guard (ANG) units in our states that lost their flying missions through
BRAC 2005.

As you know, the last BRAC round made significant changes to the lay down of aircraft
within the ANG. In our six states, many units lost their flying missions — ranging from
A-10s, C-130Js, and F-16s — with some losing the only flying mission stationed
permanently in their state. The loss of a flying mission is a direct threat to the manpower,
readiness and relevance of our ANG units and their contintied ability to meet their state
and federal duties.

The ANG not only serves our nation as we ask them to support operations in Iraq and
Afghanistan and around the world, but they also serve the local state missions. Without a
permanent flying mission within the state, the ANG may lose the valuable expertise and
experience our airmen provide. With the immense capability the ANG provides to our
hation, we must not jeopardize the investment we’ve made in the ANG personnel forces.

According to the 2008 Air Force Weapon Systems Roadmap, as well as subsequent
planning by the Air Force and National Guard Bureau, our six states are each expected to
receive the C-27] Joint Cargo Aircraft (JCA). While we welcome the assignment of a
permanent flying mission to our states, we are concerned that continued debate about the
organization and control of the JCA program could place the future of our ANG units at
risk. We believe it is important to firmly resolve the “roles and missions” debate with
regards to intra-theater lift, and move forward with a program that meets the needs of
ANG states impacted in BRAC while also addressing the capability gap faced by our
warfighters, ,

This is a pivotal year for our Air National Guard. To this end, we look forward to the
Department's strong support for the allocation of permanent flying missions to our
states as part of the upcoming submission of the 2010 Jefense budget.

As always, we thank you for your service to our nation and look forward to continuing to
work with you to support our men and women in uniform.

OSD 05298-09
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Sincerely,
M .

T
Christopher Dodd oseph Licberman
United States Senator United States Senator

Lars Joseph Courtney

ited States Representative United States Representative
Barbara Mikulski mamm Ca.ﬁ -
United States Senator United States Senator
Sten; : Roscoe Bartlett
United States Representative United Smcs Representative
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Elijah Cummings v Dutch Ruppersberger
United States Representative United States Represcntauve
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United States Representative United States chrcscntauvc
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vin Debbic Stabenow
United States Senator United States Senator
Mark Schaver

United States Representative
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. DUNCAN HUNTER

1420 LORGWORTE KOUSE OFFICE SURDING
WASIHINGTON, OC 208163862

comxﬁee on ARM;O SERVICES DEEE
COMMITEE QN mzmﬂ.ﬁmm
EDUCATIOM AND LABOR o o - e . ::t(s‘i':ql‘-;m;z "
0.3, Boose of Representatioes 0025692
¥Washington, P 205150552
‘ January 29, 2009
The President
‘The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500
Dengr. Pmident: |

I am writing to express my grave concem regarding the Medal of Honor review. pmcﬁs
. ...and the apparent lack of living award recipients. Since you, as President of the United States, are
responsible for presenting the Medal of Honor on behalf of the U.S. Congress, | respectfully
j request that your Adlmmmtmn conduct a review of this matter,

. Since World War l-,-there have been 3,462 Medal of Honors awarded to our soldiers and
sailors for distinguishing themselves “conspicucusly by gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his
life above and beyond the call of duty.” In World War I, 27% of Medal of Honors were awarded
posthumously, in World War I1, 57% and in Vietnam, 38% were posthumous awards. In

~ Operation Iragi Freedom and Operation Eriduiring Freedom (OIF/QEF), 100% of all Medal of

" Honor awards have been posthumous. [ am concerned that either knowingly or inadvertently,
the Medal of Honor awards | process is bécoming biased to only acts of valor that result in the
death of the service member.

_ Mr. President, only 99 Medal of Honor winsiers are living: 25 from World War [, 14
from Korea, and 60 from Viemam. The last Medal of Honor awarded to a living recipient was to. .
Michael E. Thomton for his heroic actions in Vietnam on October 31, 1972, Their stories inspire
our country and provide the military sérvices with their heritage and traditions. Having Audie

- Murphy, Pappy Boymgton and San Diego's own John Finn living amongst us has motivated .
generations 10-greater achievements: While the integrity of the award must be preserved, the
Department of Defense should also not be applying a different standard to OIF/OEF that
essentially precludes thc award of the Meda! of Honor to living recipients. :

' In-addition, the recent dowugradmg of the Medal of Honor for Marine Sgt. Rafael Peralta -
- 1o the Navy Ctoss raises similar concerns. Despite the fact that Sgt. Peralta was nominated for
. the Medal of Honor by Marine Corps leadership, the award was downgraded by a panel
comprised primarily of civilians that included a neurosurgeon and two pathologists; - | am very




concerned that the criteria for awarding the Medal of Honor, which has been historically
awarded based on eyewitness accounts, has now been replaced by modem forensic science. |
firmly believe that the eyewitness accounts of the event should take precedent through the entire
chain of command review process because heroic actions in combat cannot always be explained
by science alone.

Again, ] hope your Administration will do a thorough examination of the issues

surrounding the process for awarding the Medal of Honor, The selflessness and combat heroism
that is represented by the Medal of Honor must be preserved for future generations.

Sincerély, ’
AN

Dancan Hunter

Member of Congress
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President Barack Obama
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Obama;

One of the great many reasons we are so thankful that you have now been sworn into office is
our shared commiument w suicide prevention for veterans and those still serving in our nauion’s
armed services. You were a true leader on the Armed Forces Suicide Prevention Act, and your
leadership and help from your staff was invaluable in gaining co-sponsorship and advancing the .
issue in the 110" Congress.

It was truly disappointing that the Harkin/Obama amendrent. based on the Armed Forces
Suicide Prevention Act which we respectively authored in the Senate and House. was not
included in the National Defense Authorization Act of 2009. As you may remember. one of the
major obstacles 1o its inclusion was the formal comment we received from the Department of
Defense opposing the legislation “because it would establish a legislative mandate for programs
already ongoing or within the Secretary's authority to establish.” The conument letter went on to
say “However, the administration supports the goals of the legislation and we look forward to
working with Congress to address these concerns.”

We were deeply disturbed last week to receive the attached letter from the Department of
Defense stating that there were 128 suicides among active duty Army soldiers in 2008, with
another 15 cases pending investigation. while the total for 2007 was 115, This is the fourth year
in a row that has seen a similarly dramatic increase. Clearly, the Department of Defense should
have done a better job 1 protect the health and lives of the brave men and women who serve in
our military.

We know you share our concern about our military's corumitment o its personncl, and would
find these needless deatlis to be a senseless tragedy that could have been prevented. ln order for
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us to be able to continue to work together to improve mental health screenings and treatment,
and to reduce the stigma of accessing such treatment, it would be helpful for you to initiate an
assessment of the programs currently in place in each branch of the armed forces. It would be
helpful to know more about what services are currently available, are being accessed, and what
resources and structural improvements are needed to reduce the toll of suicide on active duty
service members. It would be especially helpful to examine all of the reasons, both structural

and situational. that the suicide rate in the Army is so much higher than that in the other
branches.

As sponsors of the Joshua Omvig Veterans Suicide Prevention Act. which was signed into law
on November 5, 2007. we are pleased with recent reports from the Department of Veterans
Affairs that the Omvig legislation is being fully implemented and to date the Suicide Hotline has
received over 101.00 calls and has been credited with over 2.600 rescues. It is now time to
ensure that our service members of the Armed Forces have similar protections.

Thank you tor vour parinership on this critically important issue. We look forward o working
with you on this in the future, and hope that we can improve on the dismal record of the past
administration in this regard.

Sincerely.

Tom Harkin Leonard Boswell
United States Senator Member of Congress
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Gongress of the Pnited States
MWashington, BE 20515

April 23, 2009

President Barack Obama
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President;

We request that you include funding for the Joint Strike Fighter alternate engine in your budget
for fiscal year 2010. Competition within any market is understood to yield products of a higher
quality at a lower price, With the continued development of the Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) as our
nation’s sole air superiority aircraft, it is essential that the components used within the platform
are highly reliable. It is with the spirit of competition that we request full funding for the
research, development, testing, evaluation and procurement of an alternate engine that may be
interchanged with the currently contracted propulsion system.

Strong bipartisan support within Congress has invested approximately $2.5 billion since fiscal
year 1995 into an alternate engine for the JSF, Since 2006, the Department of Defense (DOD)
has repeatedly attempted to cancel funding for the JSF alternate engine program, contrary to both
congressional intent and enacted legislation. The shortsightedness of the budgetary requests by
the DOD; fail to recognize the long-term benefits and cost savings that are widely projected with
the development of a competitive propulsion system. Following the “Great Engine War,” the
United States Air Force continues to use engines for the F-16 Falcon that have been built and
petfected through direct competition by both Pratt and Whitney and General Electric.

It would be prudent for the DOD to revisit the current contract for the JSF propulsion system to
address questions of operational risk, cost savings, responsible government action, and relations
with key allies. This is especially true now that General Electric and Rolls-Royce have offered to
negotiate the remaining development and future production of the alternate engine on fixed price
terms. :
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* Unlike other recent attempts to renegotiate defense contracts, it is proposed that a new agreement

be settled to develop and then fund engines for the JSF by both Pratt and Whitney and the -
General. Electric/Rolls-Royce team. As the DOD continues to perfect its acquisition and

.. contracting procedures, we strongly urge that you include funding for the JSF alternate
~ propulsion system within the Presidential Budget request to the Congress.

Sincerely,

L A e

Representative Steven LaTourette, (OH-14)

Thsde

- Repmentatlve Robert Latta, (OH -05)

Representative Steve Austria, (OH-07)
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Representative Michael Turner, (OH-03)

r, (OH-09)

Representative Mary Jo Kilfoy, (OFEAS) chresen&{iﬁ}e Betty Sutton, (OH-13)
B, X

Representative Brad Ellsworth, (IN-08) sentative e, (OH-08)
Repredentativ, Fallin, (OK-05) Representafive Bobby Scott, (VA-03)

im Jordan, (OH-04)
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chr;}qnfative André Carson, (IN-07) Representative Steven Rothman, (NJ-09)
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sentative Joim Boccieri, (OH-16)
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Represéilative Joe Wilson, (SC-02)
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Representative Steve Buyer, (IN-04)
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President Barack Obama
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500
President Obama,

Following the testimony of General Duncan J. McNabb, USAF, Commander of the United States Transportation
Command before the Senate Armed Services Committee on March 17, 2009, I urge you to carefully consider the
strategic use of Azerbaijan, and specifically the airfield at Baku, as a staging point for United States distribution,
cargo handling, and refueling services.

As the Co-Chairman of the Azerbaijan Caucus, my colleagues and I have spent a great deal of time building ties
with Azerbaijan, and 1 believe Azerbaijan offers a safe, secure and strategically valuable alternative to support
our movements into Afghanistan. Azerbaijan has been a coalition partner in our efforts in Iraq and Afghanistai,
has supported our requests for assistance, and has been a strong partner in the war on terrorism.

From an ease of operations standpomt, Azerbaijan offers a large state-of-the-art handling facility in Baku with
significant available capacity and an air route across the Caspian Sea and Turkmenistan’s airspace dlrect!y into’
Afghanistan. Utilizing this corridor avoids Iranian airspace all together and offers a very short flight time into
Afghanistan,

Currentiy, T understand problems have emerged shipping cargo through Dubai and throughout other hubs in the
region. With an influx of cargo and personnel needed to support efforts in Afghanistan, I also understand that
Azerbaijan may offer better flight times, the Baku airfield may offer greater command and control, is less
congested allowing cargo to get into Theatre more quickly, offers competitive pricing, and has a domestic
commercial fleet of aircraft to supplement our efforts.

1 urge you to work with the Department of Defense and the State Department to fully examine the benefits
operations in Azerbaijan would have as we increase our focus on Afghanistan.

Sincerely,

Bull Shustes
Bill Shuster
Member of Congress

cc: Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
Secretary of Defense Robert Gates
General Duncan McNabb, USAF, United States Transportation Command
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@Congress of the Puited States
Washington, BCE 20515

March 10, 2009

President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Re: Urge Expeditious Replacement of Aged Aerial Refueling Tanker Fleet
Dear President Obama:

We write to urge that there be no further delays in moving forward with a new fleet of
aerial refueling tankers. The KC-135 aircraft fleet, which performs the critical air refueling
mission around the world, has been in service since the late 1950s. The old, outdated KC-135
fleet costs taxpayers an enormous amount in ongoing maintenance costs. Such older aircraft,
with the attendant safety and efficiency issues, complicate the mission of the brave men and
women devoted 1o air refueling.

MacDill Air Force Base is a mainstay of both our congressional districts. It is home to
the 6™ Air Mobility Wing (AMW) and & tanker fleet that provides refueling power around the
world for our military. However, the men and women making this task look easy are doing so
with these KC-135 aircraft which range in age from the late 1950s to the mid 1960s. While the
6™ Maintenance Group is doing great work keeping 50- year-old tankers in the air, we are
concerned that the age of the tankers adversely impacts the nation’s security interests, is a
growing safety concern for service members on refueling missions, and is costing taxpayers
money due to continued and extensive maintenance.

We understand that the Department of Defense is currently weighing the options for
budget offsets as it crafts the 2010 Defense budget request. However, we respectfully urge that
you not delay replacement of the tanker fleet. It already has been delayed long enough. The men
and women who fly these aircraft, their famities and thosc who rely upon the refucling mission
support depend upon our leadership in providing safe and modem equipment.

We look forward to working with you on this issue, and are confident that you and your
staff will work to identify a workable solution for tanker procurement.

%CRJ‘/
il Young Kathy Ca¥tor

Member of Congress Member of Congress

cc: Col. Lawrence Martin, Commander, 6™ AMW
Gen. Arthur Lichte, Commander, Air Mobility Command
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Congress of the United States
MWashington, B 20515

May 14, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

U.S. Department of Defense .
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

It has recently come to our attention that service members returning from deployment
have indicated they were allocated only two liters of bottled drinking water per day, and were
forced to find additional water for themselves. It is our understanding that this was not an
isolated event and service members stationed across Iraq during various phases of the war have
reported the problems,

The Army minimum to avoid dehydration can reach as high as 135 liters per day to
prevent heat casualties in desert climates. As a result of the bottled water drinking shcrtaggs,
these same service members indicate at other times they were forced to "improvise” to avoid
dehydration by drinking potable and nonpotable bulk water. As you know, questions on the
quality of bulk water still remain, and it is not authorized for drinking in Iraq. However, the
soldiers indicate consumption of this water was necessary to avoid dehydration and are now
experiencing short term and long term health effects of illnesses associated with drinking
unclean water.

Many of us have visited Iraq and we are all well aware of the extreme conditions our
troops stationed there face. We are dismayed to hear these accounts and believe the health and
safety of our service members must be a priority and taken seriously. Therefore, we respectfully
request that you investigate these water shortage claims immediately and provide the finding to
our staff for review.

- Sincerely,

%% N

Gene Green - Solomon Ortiz
Member of Congress

JE@W« ML

Ralph
Member of Congress

Pl

Ron Paul OSD 05657-09

iembererCongress LR
PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER |




DON YOUNG COMUITTEE ON

: ) RESOURCES
Conaressman For ALL ALaska Ny
WASHINGTON OFFICE R COMMITTEE ON
2111 RaYBURN BUILDING e y TRANSPORTATION
TEeLEFHONE 202-225-5765 _n,‘i.; K REPUBLICAN
=y ™ . POLICY COMMITTEE
Congress of the Hnited States
House of Representatifes
T nshington, BE 20515
May 12, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

US Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

A recent Federal Circuit Court decision in Rothe Development Corp. v. U.S. Department
of Justice held that 10 U.S.C. 2323 is unconstitutional on its face, resulting in a complete
injunction of that statute, which provides certain Department of Defense contracting preferences
for small disadvantaged businesses. This judicial action is clearly limited to 10 U.S.C. 2323, but
some agencies appear to believe that the Rothe case may affect small business programs and
activities under other Federal statuies like the Small Business Act.

Thus we are writing to urge that the Department of Defense issue immediate clarifying
guidance to all of its agencies involved in contracting with the private sector. While the Office
of the Under Secretary of Defense issued an interim guidance memorandum on March 10, 2009
concerning the application of the Rothe case, the memorandum failed to explicitly address the
applicability to small business programs and activities that are carried out under Federal statutes
other than 10 U.S.C. 2323.

In our view, the guidance should be explicit with respect to these other programs and ‘
activities. This approach was taken by the Army Corps of Engineers in a March 9, 2009 |
communication to contracting personnel, stating that its Rothe guidance to cease coniract ‘
activities that rely exclusively on the authority of 10 U.S.C. 2323 "DOES NOT apply to small
business set-asides, HUBZone small business set-asides, 8a set-asides, service disabled veteran '
owned small business set-asides or Alaska Native Corporations (ANC) as these categories are
governed by separate statutes that were not impacted by the [Rothe] ruling." This is precisely the
kind of guidance that should be sent out deparment-wide as soon as possible.

Please let us know as soon as possible if and when the Department of Defense pla}ng on
issuing clarifying guidance that expressly addresses the small business programs and activities
that are not affected by the ruling. Thank you.

OSD 05662-09
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Don Young
Member of Congress

Dale Kildee
Member of Congress

Sincerely,

Ml Derewrtic
Neil Abercrombie
Member of Congress

/5\""(“""

Tom Cole

Member of Congress
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Dr. Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000
Dear Secretary Gates:

We have serious objections to the stop work order issued May 11, 2009 for the
Kinetic Energy Interceptors (KEI) program. This decision is without justification.

Overall, we are concerned with the handling of the May 7, 2009 Kinetic Energy
Interceptor termination announcement. KEI was noticeably absent in an April press
conference that outlined Department of Defense. program cancellations and restructures.
However, it was rolled out as a cancellation during the May 7, 2009 FY10 President’s
Budget briefing and quickly followed by a Missile Defense Agency stop work on May
11, 2009, with the goal of de-staffing the program by the end of June. This surprise
announcement and immediate stop work notice has precluded any meaningful discussion
between the Congress and the Department on the merits of the cancellation and the
resulting impacts to the nation.

In partnership with the Department of Defcnse, Congress has supportcd the
requested budgets for the KEI program. In past years, Congress went beyond what was
requested, and provided the Department with additional dollars to accelerate this critical
boost phase capability. In total, the Department has expended more than one billion
dollars toward this effort to date, in providing the nation with a technically viable
solution for boost and ascent engagement of a ballistic missile targeting our nation,
deployed forces, and allies. Six years of development and testing, with most of the more
than one billion of funding spent to date, was to culminate in the first booster flight in the
fall of 2009 — less than five months from now. With the issuance of the stop work, the
Department is walking away from this investment without the benefit of knowmg what
this technology has to offer,

The FY09 appropriated budget and accompanymg language for the KEI program
not only fully suppox’ced the requests but went further to encourage the Department to
accelerate the development of this ‘capability for the war fighter. The. FY09
appropriations specifically funded continued KEI development static tests, and the: ﬁrst
booster fli ght in 2009. : '

08D 0567009
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We strongly urge you to rescind the KEI stop work order and to continue toward
culmination of the 2009 booster flight. We look forward to working with the Department
in the FY10 budget cycle to best determine the way ahead for this vital boost and early
engagement capability resident in the KEI program,

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter and we look forward to your
prompt response and a positive resolution.

Sincerely,

Congressman Rob Bishop

Congressman Ed Pastor

Trent Franks

gressman ;erry Lewis



THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
1000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1000

The Honorable John P. Murtha JUN

Chairman, Subcommittee on Defense
Committee on Appropriations

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman: | ' ]

Thank you for your letter of May 20, 2009, regarding cancellation of the Presidential
Helicopter Replacement Program (VH-71). We appreciate your concerns regarding the
decision to cancel the VH-71 program. On January 28, 2009, the Secretary of the Navy notified
Congress that the cost growth in the VH-71 Presidential Helicopter program had breached the
critical Nunn-McCurdy threshold. As a result of this, as well as the subsequent review of the
program in building the President's FY 2010 budget submission, the decision was made to cancel
the VH-71 program.

The VH-71 Increment 1 aircraft lacks the inherent capability necessary to meet the full
. operational requirements of Presidential Helicopter Replacement Program, and does not offer a
cost effective long-term solution to meet the requirements of the Presidential helicopter mission.

The President’s FY 2010 Budget requests funding to extend the service lives of the
VH-3D and VH-60N. In total, the service life extension is currently estimated to cost about
$500M over the life of the program. The cost of terminating the VH-71 prime contract is being
developed by the VH-71 prime contractor and will be negotiated with the contracting officer over
the coming year. This total is significantly less than the amount that would have been needed to
complete development of Increment 1, procure-additional Increment 1 aircraft and logistics
support, and develop configuration improvements required for long term operation. Accordingly,
the contracting officer has prudently implemented the cancellation decision by issuing a notice of
termination.

Because there remains the need to replace the current fleet of Presidential helicopters, the
Navy is preparing a plan to develop options for a Presidential helicopter replacement program.,
Part of that plan will include evaluation of technologies developed under the VH-71 program to
identify potential benefit to other programs. If I can be of further assistance, please let me
know.

jncerely,

75%57;
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The Honorable Robert Gates
May 20, 2009
. Page Two

to begin in fiscal year 2011 will only disguise the immediate need, and
significantly delay development, The options for potential competitors will remain
much the same in 2011.

Additionally, the Administration, in its fiscal year 2010 budget request only
asked for $85 million in program termination costs. The Navy, by its own
admission has stated that it expects cancellation costs to approach §555 million,
and would require an additional $4.4 billion to extend the life of the current aging
fleet. Given these estimates, it would appear that poor business decisions are being
made regarding this replacement program and that datcnmnatwns are being made
based on public perception.

In light of these concems, we urge you to reconsider your decision, and
commit to a Presidential helicopter fleet consisting of the currently developed
Increment I aircraft.

Thank you for your attention to this matter, and for your continued
dedicated work for our nation's defense.

Sincerely,

P "
hn P. Murtha
hairman
Defense Subcommittee
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@Connress of the Wnited States
' Hlashington, AE 20515

April 30, 2009

President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20502

Dear Mr. President:

As your Administration considers its detailed Fiscal Year 2010 budget priorities, we
write to express our strong support for fully funding the Delaware River Mainstem
Channel Deepening Project in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ budget.

Authorized by Congress in 1992, this project will deepen the Delaware River’s main
shipping channel from 40 feet to 45 feet. Deepening the main channel will make
transportation more efficient and reduce costs, thus creating additional business
opportunities and growing employment at the port communltles along the Delaware
River.

This project is both economically justified and environmentally sound. Following
recommendations made by the U.S. Government Accountability Office in 2002, the
Army Corps conducted a comprehensive economic reanalysis of the project which
indicated that it would yield a net benefit of $1.15 for every dollar spent. An economic
update in 2008 indicated a net benefit of $1.25 for every dollar spent.

Following execution of a Project Partnership Agreement in June 2008, the Army
Corps performed an additional environmental assessment of existing and new
information generated since the project’s 1997 Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement. This environmental assessment, published in April 2009, concluded that
changes to the project or project conditions since the 1997 SEIS will not have a
significant adverse effect on the environment.

Accordingly, we strongly support this project and respectfully request that you
prioritize it in the Fiscal Year 2010 budget for the Army Corps of Engineers. Thank you
for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Robert P. C 5

Arlen Specter asey, It
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President Obama
April 30, 2009
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Congress of the nited States
Wasliington, BE 20515

May 20, 2009

' The Honorable Robert Gates
The Office of Secretary of Defense
1155 Defense Pentagon Way
Room 3D821
Washington, DC 20301

We are writing to convey our support for the Army plan to assign an additional Brigade
Combat Team (BCT) to the 3 Infantry Division at Fort Stewart and Hunter Army Air Field,
Georgia. We share your expressed concern for the great hardship endured by the soldiers
and their families and agree with your guiding principle to prevent the under-manning of units
for combat while changing the policy on stop-loss. We beligve the plan to bring the 5" BCT
to Fort Stewart is in concert with the guiding principle of your statement on April 8" and will
continue the progress made in revitalizing our armed forces.

Unquestionably, Fort Stewart is, for numerous strategic reasons, an ideal location for
the Army to grow. But just as important it is imperative that the Army and the Department of
Defense not lose sight of the issue of refiance~—that state and local governments and the
civic and business leaders relied on the request of the Army and the Department to be ready
to accommodate these soldiers and their families. Accordingly, they have already invested
about $450 million dollars in anticipation of the arrival of the BCT.

While we recognize the extensive military analysis and fiscal constraints required in
determining the location of a BCT, we firmly believe that it is in the best interest of the
Department of Defense to take into full account the investment at Fort Stewart and Hunter
Army Air Field made by local communities long ago. The communities made these decisions
by taking to heart the clear assurance from Depariment leaders that the BCT was coming.

- They responded to the Department’s requests to provide the essential private sector support
in advance of the arrival of the Brigade. In deciding this issue, we believe the Army and the
Department must consider the extensive, good faith reliance of its partner community. The
Department must live-up to its commitments. it must not break its word.

The City of Hinesville, the surrounding communities, and the State of Georgia have
demonstrated unwavering support for soldiers and families over many years. The area now is
clearly recognized as one of the most Army-friendly installation in the U.S. Community

Page 1 of 3
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202-226-2269 Congressman Kingston Congressman Kingston 10:25:05a.m.  26-05-2009 34

leaders have faithfully and diligently workad with the Department and the private sector to
ensure that the facilities and infrastructure is ready to receive the additional brigade. To date
the community's investment of about $450 million in preparation for the expected growth to
include $72 million in public school projects and other public sector infrastructure investment.
The State of Georgia has again expanded its acclaimed HOPE Scholarship program to
further extend the access to military families for full tuition, room and board to any Georgia
public college or university for students who graduate from high school with a B average.

We believe adding the 46™ BCT in the Amy to Fort Stewart would enhance the
immediate operational effectiveness of the 3" Infantry Division at the Fort Stewart and Hunter
Army Air Field. When taking into consideration the emerging Center of Maneuver Excellence
at Fort Benning and the growing presence of the BCTs at Fort Stewart, the Army has an
exceptional home base in the state of Georgia to meet all mission challenges for our nation’s
defense. Resources are already either in place or pending final construction to swiftly
accommodate the arrival of the new Brigade and their families. Nc other U.S installation can
so effectively and quickly meet these needs. Commanders would have an Army unit with
maximum adaptability and capability to meet combat requirements. Soldiers would be able to
focus on their training, knowing that their families are settling into an installation and
community that continues to welcome and accommodate them.

Fort Stewart's strategic location in southeast Georgia makes it easily accessible by
road, rail and sea, Hunter Army Air Field provides a strategic Airbome Point of Entry for unit
deployment. Movement to ports takes place in hours vice days and weeks. At 280,000 acres,
Fort Stewart is the largest military instaliation east of the Mississippi River. The Army has
invested some $670 million at Fort Stewart and Hunter Army Air Field in the past three years
making it one of the most modern and efficient installations in the nation with additional
construction pending for increased capacity. Training is efficient and cost effective due to the
installation’s digital multipurpose range training complex and other facilities located within
minutes of the cantonment areas. Fort Stewart and Hunter Army Air Field also has no
significant environmental impact or encroachment issues. Just this month Fort Stewart and
Hunter Army Air Field won its fourth Army Community of Excellence installation award.

Accordingly, it is our request that the Department continue as originally planned to
expand growth at Fort Stewart through the assignment of the additional BCT without
adversely affecting the alignment of the current forces stationed at Fort Stewart and Fort
Benning. We urge you to meet with Fort Stewart community leaders in the near future and
permit them the opportunity to directly share their views and additional information on this
issue,

Page 2 of 3
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Thank you for your distinguished service to our nation and thank you for your
consideration of this letter.

Sincerely,

Sdpford Bishop Paul Broun
Hank Johnson Nathan Deal

Mo Voea 9

L

John Lewis Phit Gingrey
/-/ I /h@//
Jim Marshall John Linder

David Scott Tom Price /

Lynn Westmoreland
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Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1400 Defense Pentagon
Washington DC 20301-1400

Dear Secretary Gates:

I commend your decision to investigate the recent fatal shooting of five service members
at Camp Liberty in Iraq in order to identify shortcomings in mental health care for troops
deployed in war zones.

This incident highlights not only the inherent danger to our deployed troops, even on
their own bases, but the potential psychological consequences of combat stress and
repeated deployments. The incident at Camp Liberty, as well as the growing incidences
of suicide in the ranks, make it clear that more must be done to address the mental and
psychological well-being of our men and women in uniform. The number of cases of
suicide in the military has increased dramatically since the Vietnam War, reaching an all-
time high of 128 cases in 2008.

I am horrified at the thought that the terrible slaughter in Iraq could easily have occurred
in hometown, U.S.A. [ agree with the calls for expansion of psychological testing during
deployments in war zones. But I believe it is equally important to provide for intensive
mandatory psychological evaluations of members of the armed forces immediately prior
t0 separation as a precautionary step in the transition to civilian life.

As a veteran of the Korean War, I have expenenced the difficulty of transitioning to the

real world after a stint in combat. The situation is worse today. That is why I have =
introduced legislation (H.R. 1963) which would require all those separating from active gg
duty to receive counseling in how to repackage their military skills, where and I.IOV./ to =
find employment, along with physical and psychological testing. The growing incidences § ]
of post-separation domestic violence, PTSD and suicide, demands that we do more for =
those who have contributed so much to our country. o=
L=
I strongly urge you to expand your Camp Liberty investigation in order to.deter{ninc the
need for this universal mandatory approach, It seems clear to me that dealing \A{lth the %
difficulties of earning a living in a shrinking economy is increasingly franght with =
uncertainty and stress, such as we've never seen before, -
WASHINGTON OFFicg DisTrRiCT OFFICE
O 2354 Ravaurn House Orrice BuiLoing [m] 163 WEST 125TH STREET
WasHinGTow, DC 20515-3215 New YORK, NY 10027
TELEPHONE: (202} 2254366 TELEPHONE: (212) B83-3900

Fax: {202) 225-0816 PLease Responp To OFFICE CHECKED Fax: (212} 663-4277



Honorable Robert M. Gates
May 14, 2009
Page 2

Mr. Secretary, with full appreciation for your commitment to the welfare of our troops, I
am prepared to work with you, Chairman Ike Skelton, and Chairman John Murtha to find
ways to address these issues.

Thank you for your consideration, and I look forward to working with you.

Sincerely,

CBRkij
Enclosure:
cc: Ho i
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Hon. Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

We are writing to express our concern about the Department of Defense Health
Information Technology (Health IT) systems. The committee has long expressed concern about

how the department has managed its Health IT systems, and recent events have only deepened
those fears.

A joint hearing on the Department of Defense Health IT systems was held on March 24,
2009, by the subcommiitee on Military Personnel, with oversight responsibility for the Military
Health System, and the subcommittee on Terrorism and Unconventional Threats and
Capabilities, with oversight responsibility for Department of Defense Information Technology
programs. At that hearing, we heard from the military services about the difficulties they have
encountered with Health IT systems, specifically problems with the system known as AHLTA.
We were encouraged that the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs and his staff
agreed that there are serious problems with the Health 1T systems. We were further encouraged
when they presented what appeared to be an ambitious and comprehensive plan to overhaul the
system that would address all of the issues raised by the services and would provide the best
Health IT system possible for the department’s beneficiaries.

At that hearing, we were assured that the Department was committed to moving forward
with their proposed solution, but that cost details could not be discussed because both the Fiscal

Year 2009 supplemental request and the Fiscal Year 2010 budget request were still in
preparation.

During our review of the Fiscal Year 2010 budget justification materials, we were
surprised to find no mentien of the plan referenced by Health Affairs during the March hearing.
Further, a review of the Fiscal Year 2009 supplemental request did not turn up any mention of
the proposed solution. Most recently, in testimony during the May 15, 2009, hearing on the

OSD 06110-09
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Defense Health Program budget, the Acting Principle Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Health Affairs and the Chief Information Officer failed to provide any additional insight into the
cost of the proposed solution.

We find this troubling. It calls into question the ability of the department to deliver on
the commitments made by Health Affairs during the March hearing, as well as the promise of a
Joint Virtual Lifetime Electronic Record recently announced by you and Secretary Shinseki, at
least for health information. We therefore respectfully request that you look into the situation
and report back to the committee with the actual status and content of any plan or strategy to
improve the Department of Defense Health IT systems, as well as projected costs and a budget
submission schedule. We look forward to discussing your findings.

Very truly yours,

M av1s . © Joe Wiison
Chairwoman Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Military Personnel

Subcommittee on Terrorism
Unconventional Threats and Capabilities

SD/AS/TW/IM:dk
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

On March 23rd, I wrote to you asking you to review your Department’s
policy on outsourcing and suggesting that you halt A-76 studies pending the Office
of Management and Budget’s (OMB’s) review of the A-76 program pending the
Office of Management and Budget’s review of the A-76 program. I requested a
prompt reply. '

I was disappointed with the response that I received on April 28™, from your
former Undersecretary for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics which largely
restated the facts contained in my letter to you. The response also stated that the
“Department is reviewing the current (A-76) program”. This response appears to
misstate what is indeed occurring within the Defense Department and does not
address my concerns.

Originally, the OMB Circular A-76 process was to be used as a tool to
determine the most efficient source for performing “commercial” work — either in
the public or private sector. The use of the OMB Circular A-76 process was
extensively criticized by the Government Accountability Office (GAO) in two
2008 reports. According to GAQ, the OMB guidance for the A-76 process was
flawed. As a result, there may have been inadequate tracking of costs and savings
but moreover, there are serious concerns that agencies, particularly DoD, had
started privatization studies in response to arbitrary targets. Moreover, the DoD
Inspector General has found that an OMB error in the A-76 calculation of

SD 06687-09
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Honorable Robert Gates
June 9, 2009
Page Two

“overhead” could wrongly and unfairly result in the outsourcing of workload.
However, DoD has recently used OMB A-76 to push more and more work into the
private sector. Indeed, in fiscal year 2008, DoD more than doubled spending for
contractor provided services compared to the amount it spent a decade ago but
your Department has been unable to answer basic questions such as how many
contractors and subcontractors there are and their average salaries.

To halt the continued conversion of functions to contractor performance
until the Administration could conduct a thorough review of its a-76 policy, the
Fiscal Year 2009 Omnibus Appropriations Act includes a government-wide
moratorium on beginning or announcing any A-76 studies. In addition, the
President has announced a broader review of “...when governmental outsourcing
for services is and is not appropriate...” Yet, the Defense Department is
continuing to move forward with numerous public-private competition studies that
were in progress before the moratorium took effect, and without further validation
of estimated savings, to include converting government functions to contractors.

Therefore I once again, strongly this time, recommend that you immediately
suspend all ongoing activities related to OMB Circular A-76 studies, including the
conversion of functions performed by federal employees to contractor performance
and I recommend that you do so for the remainder of Fiscal Year 2009.

I once again request a prompt response from you to this letter.
Respectfully,
P. Murtha

airman
Defense Subcommittee



Unlike some of my Republican colleagues, I have the utmost confidence in the men and women of our armed
forces to securely detain these prisoners anywhere in the nation. But I am sure you agree that Level IT or Level
III facilities such as Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, WPNSTA, Charleston, SC, or Fort Knox, KY are better
equipped to house these prisoners. Ideally, the Guantanamo detainees will be held in appropriate locations
overseas. But if that is not possible, they should be held in Level Il or Level [11 secure facilities with excess
capacity and a history of performing this kind of mission. MCB Quantico does not fit those criteria.

Sincerely,

Gerald E. Connolly
Meinber of Congress
11" District, Virginia
GC/HA
cc: Secretary Robert Gates

Attorney General Eric Holder, Jr.
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May 11, 2009

President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President,

M4 5FF

WASHINGTON OFFICE:
2467 Ravaurn HousE Ofrice Buioing
WasaingTon, DC 20616
ProNE: (202} 225-3335
Fax: (202) 225-466%

DISTAICT OFFICE:

150 MOTOR Parkway, SuiTe 108
HauppauaE, NY 11788
PHONE: (631) 851-2210
PHONE: {516) 505-1448

Fax: (631) 351-3308

I am writing to ask that you consider immediately issuing an Executive Order
barring investigations under Don’t Ask Don’t Tell (DADT) given the growing support in

Congress for an outright repeal of this prejudicial law.

As you know, since DADT was implemented in 1994 more than 12,500 men and
women have been discharged from military service. According to 2005 information from
the Government Accountability Office, roughly 800 of those discharged were ‘mission-
critical’ specialists, which would include intelligence analysts and linguists. Just last
week, U.S. Army Lt. Dan Choi, a West Point graduate who served in the New York

National Guard and is fluent in Arabic, was dismissed under DADT.

DADT is a discriminatory policy that has deprived our military of badly needed
skills, talent, and experience. While our overextended military bravely fights battles on
numerous fronts, we cannot afford to endure a prejudicial law that results in the dismissal
of some of our best and brightest and leaves certain units shorthanded. We are criticaily

short personnel in some of these areas.

It’s also worth noting that DADT is fiscally irresponsible — a Blue Ribbon
Commission Report noted that the cost to replace and train those service members
discharged between 1994 through 2003 was nearly $363 million. Twenty-six other
countries, including Great Britain and Israel, have lifted their bans. It’s time for the

United States to do the same.

A bill to overtum DADT has been introduced in congress, and currently has 140

bipartisan cosponsors. It would replace Don't Ask Don't Tell with a policy of

nondiscrimination. Because this is a sign that Congress will eventually act to overturn
DADT, and because of our critical and immediate military needs, this issue should not



need to wait for an Act of Congress. Please consider issuing an Executive Order for the
sake of our nation, for our military, and for those that seek to fight for our country.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,
Stee th—

Steve Israel




@ongress of the Hnited States
Hashington, BE 20515

June 23, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C, 20301

Dear Secretary Gates,

We write to respectfully request your attention to and engagement on a long-standing issue that
relates to the unequal treatment of the U.S. territories due to a regulatory exclusion of Invitational Travel
Orders (ITOs) to the territories by the services. The source of this discriminatory policy is Department of
Defense Directive number 4515.12 section 5.2.3 which stipulates that “The Secretaries of the Military
Departments are delegated the authority unilaterally to extend invitations for sponsored non-reimbursable
non-multi-departmental travel within the 50 United States to members (other than newly elected) and
employees of the Congress...”. Despite the strategic importance and contribution to National Security
and a significant military presence in the U.S. temritories, the aforementioned directive excludes ITOsto
the territories.

In the past, the Office of the Secretary of Defensc has favorably resolved restrictions on non-
committee Congressional staff traveling to the territories by issuing special exemptions that allowed for
ITOs to the territories. The following Congressional Staff Delegations occurred as a result of this type of
special exemption: U.S. Marine Corps House Liaison-organized STAFFDEL to Guam, Saipan, and
Tinian in February 2002, Navy OLA-organized STAFFDEL to Guam and Hawaii in April 2003, U.S.
Pacific Command-organized STAFFDEL to Guam and Hawaii in August 2006, and most recently a Navy
OLA-organized STAFFDEL to Guam in April 2007,

These staff delegations provided a venue for non-committee Congressional staff to learn about
our nation’s military operations in the territories in a comprehensive and astute manner that would be
impossible to replicate from a distance. However, several services have since requested STAFFDELS to
the territories and were subsequently denied. We are concerned that current regulations are impeding the
Services ability to execute and complete their missions in the territories by hindering their ablllt}' to fully
inform non-committee Congressional staff,

We have attempted to work to resolve this issue with your predecessor; however, we were unable
to get any traction and the discriminatory regulation remains. We hope that with your engagement and
assistance, the regulatory exclusion of non-committee staff ITOs to the territories will be permanently
lifted. Such a resolytion would be non-discriminatory and would contribute to the Services ability to
complete their missions in the territories.

We look forward to working with you and appreciate your attention to this issue.

Sinceraly,

[ J
ELEINE Z_BORDALLO LOMON P. ORTIZ
Member of Congress Member of Congress Me ber of Congress
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Eongress of the Anited States
$Waslfington, BE 20515

June 26, 2009

The Honorablo Robest Gates

Sectetary of Defense
1000 Defensc Peatagon

Washington, DC 20301
Dear Secretary Gates:
Our ground focees in Iraq and Afghanisten have beaefited from the development and

fielding of flame rosistant combat uniforms that are made of durablc materinl that breathes well
yet protects their skin from fire. In 2007, after a full competition, the Army’s PEO-Soldier and

USMC’s PM-CIE chose & material named “Defender M™ for the nsw wmiforms. We spplaud the

military’s cfforts to challenge the US textile industry to upgrade the bum protection for soldicss
10 meet the threat of today’s risks and environmental burdens in theater.

Aﬂoftbcmumﬁwhningfmﬂmym,fahiu,mdmiﬁmmisdomintheu&wiﬂlm
10,000 jobs associated with making these valuable uniforms. This is a thriving U.S.
manufsctaring capability because of the ability to import the basic fibers not found or made
here, The matesial's flame resistant and breathable properties offer superior protection and
comfort, and they derive from imported flame resistant rayon (FR Rayon) fibers made in the EU
with raw materials not found in the United States. Also, domestic rayon manufacturing is
defunct, in pert duc to EPA regulations. Our troops, then, are bencfiting from fibers that are, by
necessity, imported.

Mmmdforcuhwemﬂlcitmowcﬁwunifombecmofam
Amendment waiver allowing impartation of thesc fibers for manufacturing into yam, fabric and
uniforms. The corrent five-year waiver was negotiated between the Congress and the last
Administrstion and was included in the FY08 National Defense Autharization Act.. We believe
that this should bo a permenent waiver, as a benoficial and life-saving material manufactured by
aU.S. ally should be exempt from restrictions.

If in the foture, a domestic substitute fiber that meets requirements is found, obtains
permits for manufecturing, achieves sufficient capitalization for production, and is memufactured
here, the companics making the material and the uniforms will quickly be able to migrate to the
new fiber. Such a possibility is not foreseen in the rcasonable fitare. :

We seek your comments on the waiforms and their tility and on the merits of the waiver
a8 we begin to deliberats & more enduring solution.
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Secrefary Gates

e
Page 2 of 2
Sincerely,
Lttt o Bon
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- @Congress of the United States
Washington, BE 20515

Tuly 10, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

U.8. Department of Defense
1400 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C, 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

We are requesting a briefing on the draft Request for Proposal (RFP) for the KC-
X acquisition, prior to its release to indusiry.

As members of the United States House of Representatives, we are most
interested in understanding the intended evaluation and criteria from the previous source
selection and the rationale for those changes. In addition, we want to understand the
steps the Department has taken to address the areas of concem indentified by the June 18,
2008, General Accountability Office KC-X ruling,

As you may recall, during your testimony before the U.S. Senate Appropriations
Subcommittee on Defense on June 8, 2009, you stated that you would “share the draft

RFP here in Congress as being a transparent process.” -

Mr. Secretary, we appreciate your stated commitment to move forward quickly in
an open and transparent manner with this acquisition effort and look forward to your
response to this request. To schedule this briefing, please contact Jon Hand with
Congressman Jo Bonner at {202) 225-4931.

Sincerely,
Jo Bonner by Bri
United States Representative Unitéd States Representative
First District — Alabama Second District ~ Alabama
OSD
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Mike Rffers Robert Aderholt
United States Representative United States Representative
Third District - Alabama Fourth District — Alabama
Parker S Bachus
United States Representative United States Representative
Fifth District — Alabama Sixth District - Alabama
Artr Davis
United States Representative

Seventh District ~ Alabama First District - Florida
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Change Course, Confront Crises, Continue the Legacy

June 29, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

U.S. Department of Defense
The Pentagon

Washington, D.C, 26301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

As members of Congress, we are writing to express our concerns over the
delay of the mandated Military Leadership Diversity Commission as well as
the larger issue of diversity in the armed services’ upper leadership.

This Commission is the fruit of numerous meetings between senior members
of the armed services, the Pentagon and the Congressional Black Caucus
dating back to 2007 and it remains a priority. And as you know, the 2008
National Defense Authorization Act created the Commission with the intent of

* having it begin its work no later than 120 days from the bill’s passage.

Understendably, with the change in Administration there has been some delay
and only recently have certain appointments been made; however the
comprehensive evaluation and assessmest of the promotion, recruitment and
retention policies that the Commission will undertake are of the wtmost
importance. As members of Congress we remain very interested in this
Commission’s work we ask to be kept abreast of the Commission’s status as
well as its findings.

In many ways the strength of our nation is in its diversity, and similarly we
view diversity as an issue of national security. Diversity of experience,
talents, backgrounds and capabilities provides our pation and our armed
services with the widened aperture we need to deal with the many problems
facing us in the future, and the Commission’s work will give Congress a better
idea of how to address the continuing issucs hampering our senior military
service members.

T
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Hon. Robert Gates
June 29, 2009
Page 2

We do not need to tell you of the acute underrepresentation of minority officers at the
General and Flag level and given that it takes more than 25 years to grow a General or
Flag Officer, change will be a slow process. We remain very interested to hear what the
Office of the Secretary of Defense is doing with regards to the recruitment and the
retention of minority officers as our armed services of the future should look more like
the America it represents among all of its ranks.

The U.S. military has long been at the forefront of maximizing diversity in our nation, but
we must continue to build on past successes. We know that the effort to build upon that
diversity is a goal that we share, and we look forward to continued partnership on these
issues.

Sincerely,
Hon. Kendrick B, Meek Hon. Barbara Lee
Member of Congress Chairwoman

Congressional Black Caucus

Committee on Homeland Security

PAGE 2




HENRY A. WAXMAN, CALIFORN(A TOM DAVIS, VIRGINLA
CHAIRMAN RANKING MINORITY MEMBER

ONE HUNDRED TENTH CONGRESS

Congress of the nited States

Honse of Representatibes

COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM
2157 Raveurn House Orrice BuiLoing
Wasningron, DC 20515-6143

Majority (303) 236-5081
Minorty (202} 225-%074

November 19, 2008

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

United States Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

We write to express concern about current implementation plans for the
Defense Integrated Military Human Resources System (DIMHRS). We are very
concerned this program has not taken into consideration all of the Army’s requirements
and specifically, the unique needs of the men and women of the National Guard.

Over the last few years, the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform
has investigated and uncovered long standing problems resulting from numerous
military service unique personnel and pay systems, including accurately paying
military personnel on time and monitoring and tracking them to, from, and within their
duty stations. In 2004, we held hearings focusing on Army Reserve and National
Guard troops receiving inaccurate pay due to a lack of integration in Army personnel
and pay systems, and exacerbated by the thousands of reservists deployed to Iraq and
Afghanistan,

In 2005 and 2006, the Committee held hearings on the financial hardships
created for injured Army National Guard and Reserve soldiers due to disjointed pay
and personnel offices. More recently, during our 2007-2008 hearings on issues facing
wounded soldiers, Defense Department officials testified that some of the
administration challenges facing wounded soldiers would be addressed under
DIMHRS. During all of these hearings, we were promised that most of the
administrative problems would be solved when DIMHRS was adopted.

As you know, our wait for solutions promised with the deployment of DIMHRS
continues. DOD has planned five DIMHRS deployment dates for the Army alone;
from the first in April 2006, to the most recent in March 2009. In 2005, the
Government Accountability Office (GAO) reported to our Committee that DOD was
not managing the DIMHRS program effectively, including defining requirements
needed by each military service.
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The Hon. Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
November 19, 2008
Page 2 0of 3

This month, GAO reported that requirements difficulties remain, particularly
with the communications between DOD and the Army. A September 12, 2008 memo
from the Department of the Army, Enterprise Information Systems Program Executive
Officer to Major General Darryl Scott at the Department of Defense Business
Transformation Agency (BTA) lists “critical mission show stoppers” for the Army’s
deployment of DIMHRS and expresses concern about what will be done by BTA to
“ensure a fully mission capable DIMHRS product.”

On October 3, 2008, Licutenant General Clyde A. Vaughn, Director of the
Army National Guard issued a memo stating that the current development of DIMHRS
“does not meet the Army National Guard’s critical needs,” and disappointment at a
“significant lack of proven functionality to pay and account for soldiers.”

Furthermore, the Adjutants General of the United States have also expressed
serious concerns about major deficiencies that remain between the Army requirements
and those requirements of the Army National Guard.

Unlike active duty personnel, a National Guard member can be carried in
several pay categories with varying entitlements during one pay period. There also
appears to be a lack of positive funds control inside and outside of the current
DIMHRS configuration to account for these pay and allowances. The State Adjutants
General also are worried about the transition of legacy system data into the new system
that if not corrected before implementation in March 2009, would produce disastrous
payment errors. The State Adjutants General also cite lack of accessibility, security,
and training and support, as major issues that might prevent Army Guard soldiers from
getting paid timely and accurately.

As our Committee hearings since 2003 have focused on the many problems that
arise with paying Army Guard and Reserve soldiers under the old stove-piped,
disjointed and paper intensive system, we are incredulous that DIMHRS does not
address or solve these issues for the men and women of the National Guard.



The Hon. Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
November 19, 2008
Page 3 of 3

We ask that you look into these unaddressed requirements immediately and
look forward to working with you to see that these issues are addressed. The
Government Accountability Office tells us that DOD estimates the cost of DIMHRS
f'rom F 3{98 through fiscal year FY 2009 to be approximately one billion dollars. It is
imperative we get a system that addresses the needs of all our military members; not
just a few.

Sincerely,

RNy 9 VR W N

ep. Tom Davis Rep. Dennis Kucinich
ep. ChriStopher Shays : Rep. Darrell Issa

ﬁod(‘ P;atts



Congress of the United States

THashington, BEL 20510
January 30, 2009
The Honorable RoberfM, Gates
Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentag,

Washington, DC 20304 -1000
Dear Secretary Gates:

We write regarding th¢ OMB Circular A-76 review of installation management fmwtmns
under the Defense Ldgistics Agency Enterprise Support organization (DES). It is owr
understanding that Department of Defense’s Competitive Sourcing Official is
disinclined to approveja request by the Defense Logistics Agency (DLA) to tmdeﬂake an
internal re-engineering effort as an alternative means of ensuring workplace efficiency
and cost savings.

Upon reviewing the |recent concerns raised by the General Accountability Oﬂicc
regarding the level offsavings achieved under OMB Circular A-76, and the information
provided to our ofﬁo{regarding DLA'’s alternate approach, it appears the latter offers a
viable alternative that fvould result in savings more quickly.

and cost-effective mgnner, we respectfully request the Department to give all due

Given our mutual inEst in ensuring the DES mission is accomplished in an efficient
consideration to the re-engineering effort developed by DLA,

We look forward to ydur response.

) SR 1Y
Vanil ke Awnn M Colline

OSD 01166-09
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Letter to Secretary Gajes
Januvary 30, 2009
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United Btates Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

February 2, 2009
: ‘ | ;
The Honorable Robert M| Gates Admiral Mike Mullen ! |
Secretary of Defense Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
1000 Defense Pentagon ‘ 9999 The Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-§000 Washington, DC 20318-9999

Dear Secretary Gates and Admital Mullen:

We appreciate the directel focus you have brought to the National Guard and Reserves through
recent directives, personrfel decisions, and other actions. In our September 26, 2008 letter, we
asked you to look at the ifsue of transparency and accountability in the purchase and distribution
of equipment for the Natinal Guard and Reserves. We would appreciate an update on the
Depertment's efforts to resolve these challenges, which have prevented equipment slated for the
reserve components fronyactually entering Guard and Reserves inventories.

We have received a numHer of interim responses, including letters that referred our inquiry to the |

Under Secretary of Deferfse (Compiroller) and, later, to the Under Secretary for Acquisition, g
Technology and Logistic}. We look forward to a more detailed response on how the Department :
actually plans to account for the appropriated dollars provided for National Guard and Reserve

equipment.

Given its constitutional ajthority and paramount responsibility to the American people, Congress
has a deep interest in full cial transparency. Establishing a budget and execution plan that

" provides transparency and accountability of Guard and Reserve equipment funding is also a key
recommendation of the Cbmmission on the National Guard and Reserves. We understand that
that the Departnient of D¢fense acknowledges the need for corrective action.

We would appreciate an §pdate on the Department’s plans to ensure greater accountability for

National Guard and Resefve equipment. In particular, please advise on the status of evaluating

the viability of such proppsals as delineating Guard and Reserve funding requests within the

Services” annual procureghent requests or Congress creating a separate appropriation for Nationa!

Guard and Reserve equipinent requirements. '
Thank you again for ) izing the importance of this issue and working with the Congress

toward a sensible resol:;ctfn. ' ‘

Sincerely, :
PATRICK LEAlLY CHRISTOPHER S. BOND '
Co-Chair Co-Chair |

U.S. Senate National Gudgrd Caucus U.S. Senate Nationat Guard Caucus .
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Wnited States Senate

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES:
WASHINGTON, C:20510-6050

February 2, 2009

The Honorable Robidrt
Secretary (}f Defens’ '

Dear Secretary Gateg:

' Thank you fof-your letter of January 27, régarding the Departretit’s use of
retired military offidprs as “surrogates” to make the former Administration’s-case
in the media. As yo)i indicate in'your letter, the Inspector General found no
improper-or illegal detivities on the part of the Department’s Public Affairs
personnel and conclhded that information briefings provided to retired military
officers did not violjte legal prohibitions against the.use of appropriated funds for
publicity or propaganhda purposes.

However, the|Inspector General also found that the Department excluded a

retired General fron
critical of the condv
Public Affairs offic:
group of “reliably -
‘our water.” I do no
outside commenta

further participation it the program because of his.comménts

t of the Iraq war. The report also confirms that a senior DOD

| sent an e-mail urging the Depariment to-cultivate a core
enidly” retired military analysts “that we can count.on to earry

think it should be acceptable for DOD officials to cut off
-who express critical opinions, or to useaceess to

information to rewafd political allies in the press. If this conduct is not illegal or
improper under exigting law or regulations, I-believe that those laws and
regulations need to pe changed. I would appreciste if you would review the
applicable laws andfregulations and get back to.me with your views:

‘Also, while the report finds insufficient evidence to détermine that any

contract_qr_ recejved
analysts, the report,

ails to assess whether the retired military analysts themselves

.obtained finangial :neﬁts from contractors-as-a resu[t of their favorable access to

} DOD: information
| for the Department

d officials. The report also concludes that it was appropriate
0 employ a contractor to ensure that the commentary of retired

BN H I

1 competitive-advantage as a result of its ties to retired military

OSD OIZi
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military analysts “reflected accurate information.” However, the purpose of the
contract, as detailed |n the report, was not to determine whether the commentary
was “accurate”, but father whether it was favorable — i.e., to determine “how
coverage reflects or fails to reflect DoD stated policies or views (as expressed by
its spokespeople andother representatives).” The report fails to assess whether it
was appropriate to hjre an outside contractor to determine which analysts were
most supportive of Administration views.

I would apprmiate if you would task the Inspector General to conduct an
additional review anfl analysis to address these issues.

Thank you fof your attention to this important matter.

==

Sincerely,

Carl Levin
Chairman




Mnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

March L1, 2009

The Honorable William J, Lynn
Deputy Secretary
The Department ofDefense
1100 Defense Pentpgon
Washington, DC 2¢301-1100

Lynn: //

-
by whe
Dear Deputy Sec:

Rocently,
postponing again

were informed that the Dopartment of Defense is considering
acquisition of a new Air Force aerial refueling tanker. As the co-

Chairmen of the Sdnate Tanker Caucus, we believe that any additional postponement of the

tenker re-capital}
service members’
recommend that-
expedited basis.

As you
is to assist the

ion program will bave a serious.and unnecessary adverse effect on out -
ility to carry out the National Military Strategy. Accordingly, we
Department recommence the aerial refueling tanker competition on an

, the Senate Tanker Caucus is » bipartisan organization whose pwpose
nt in efficiently procuring whichever aircraft best meets the

requirements of ouf National Military Strategy and provides the best value to the taxpayer,
The Caucus has nof, and will not, take a position suppomng any particular bidder in the

The abilitypf our aation to continue to project acrial power worldwide depends on
our tanker fleet, backbone of this fleet is the KC-135, which is rapidly approaching its
50" year in servicd  As | am sure you agree, continuing to rely upon these airoraft for
decades 1o come pgses an unacceptable risk not only to onr nation's unique giobal reach

capability, but to

Therefore,
select 8 new aerial

staffs be briefed, if] a timely manner, on the Department’s plans.

Thank youlfor your attention to this matter.

r most valuable asset, our men and women in uniform.

e respecttully recommend that the Depanmmt resume the competition to
cling tanker as soon as possible. We also request that our respective

bl @«&:ﬁﬂ:

Kent Conrad
United States Sendor

Oerin G, Hatch
United States Senator

v
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Wnited States Senate |

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERYICES i
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050
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March 12, 2009

Honorable Robert M
Secretary of Defense
1000 Defensc Pentagon

Washington, DC 20310-1000

Gates

Dear Mr. Secreiary:

ent of our strategy for success in Afghanistan must be enabling

_ though the force leve} may well require additional growth in order to meet Afghanistan’s
security nceds over the long term.

The United Sttes and its allies need to do all we can to accelerate as quickly as
possible the training §nd equipping of the ANA and the Afghan National Police (ANP).
Gencral David McKiprnan, Commander, NATO International Security Assistance Force,
has said he needs mofe embedded trainers and funding to spced up building the capacity
of the Afghan security forces.

We have also Jeard recently that the “long pole in the tent” for growing the ANA
rapidly is getting thege units the basic equipment they need machine guns, radios, and
vehicles — when they jneed it. At a hearing on February 26", General David Barno,
former Commander, fombined Forces Command Afghamstan testified that the main

problem is “a consti
well suited to the de
encountercd in deliv
wc hope the lessons

ted, peace-time system” for equipping these forces which is not
nds of an ongoing conflict. As you recall, similar problems were
ing badly needed military equipment to Iraqi forces. In this rcgard,
arned in Iraq will be applied to our efforts in Afghanistan.

you closely examine what is needed to expedite the training and

We request th
cquipping of the Afg{an National Army and Afghan National Police and report to us on

what more is needed, fin terms of resources, personngl, ot legislative relief.
!IWIWWWIEI)\I@WWWMMI
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We look foryard to your prompt response and working with you on this matter.
Sincerely,
John McCain Carl Levin
R Member Chairman
|
[ )
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Hanv Senate JFFIGE BULDING

DAVID VITTER y ajO ég‘a@u b.c.

LOUISIANA . ) haTe Qo 2
WagnneTon, DC 20610
DEPUTY wHIP (202} 224-4623

Cammercs, Science, sna Transportation 'a)ﬁnittd 5mtm %mam ) Fax: (202) 228-5061

Envirgnmaent and Public Works BATON ROUGE

868 Conve §
Foreign Relations WASHINGTON, DC 20510 Barow Rou'g::A ;:J‘;;;
{226) 383-0331
Smalt Business and Entreprensurship J 23 2009 Fax: {229} 3B3-08%2
4 ; ; an e with £+ ,
Special Committee on Aging uary ’ Weblcian :'r’:‘c fw':l::; oﬁvucesa
The Honorable Barack{H. Obama The Honorable Daniel Inouye
President of the United| States Senate Appropriations Committee, Chairman

The White House
Washington, DC 2050

§-128, the Capitol
Washington DC, 20515

ity. Not only will this funding help protect Louisiana’s coastline and

citizens, but it will alsq stimulate the economy as we currently have $6.2 billion in “shovel

ready” projects.
With $6.2 billign in shovel-ready projects in Louisiana alone, I believe the current House
stimutus funding for tig Corps is woefully short, and 1 request increased funding for the Corps in

the Senate version of the stimulus bill.

and Ike. Authorized levels of protection are needed in Terrebonne and
sistance to parishes around New Orleans is needed to storm-proof pump

of natural wetlands anq protection of inland communities from storm surge. I believe that use of
dredged material, mosqy from navigation projects, to regenerate barrier islands and wetland
habitats is a critical bufding block for better hurricane protection. Additional funds should also
be used to complete diftribution pipelines, enabling the immediate application of such material
with new and ongoing projects. Assistance is also sorely needed by several parishes for repair of
environmental infrastricture and flood control projects.

ACADIANA CENTRAL LOUISIA NORTHEAST LOVISIANA NORTHWEST LOUISIANA  SOUTHEAST LOUISIANA SOUTHWEST LOUISIANA
800 LAFAYEYTE STREET 2230 SOUTH MACARTHUA RIVE 1217 NoRTH 19TH STREET 920 PEAREMONT Roan 2800 VETERANS BOULEVARD 3221 Rvan STREET
Suite 1200 Surre 4 Mownog, LA 71201 SUITE 113 SUTE 201 Sure £
LAFAVETTE, LA 70501 ALEXANORIA, LA 7130 (318) 325-812¢ SHREVEFORT, LA 71106 METARIE, LA 70002 Laxe Cuanrces, LA 70601

(337} 262-6898 {318) 448-0168 Fax. (318) 3269165 {318) 8610437 {504) 5852753 337) 438-0483
Fax: |337) 262-8373 Fax: (313) 4480189 Fax; {318)861-4865 Fax: (504)589-2607 FAx: {337)438-31863




These project{ clearly align with the intent of the Stimulus Plan to revitalize critical
infrastructure, provic:{)eoonomic benefit with new jobs and enable economic development in

Louisiana. | am willihg to help in any way possible and I appreciate your continued support and
prompt considerationfof this matter.

David Vitter
United States Senator

Cec: General Robert Vlan Antwerp, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers




The Honorable Barack

President-elect
Presidential Transitio
451 6th St., NW

Washington, DC 2

Dear Mr. President-el

We write to a

Nnited Dtates Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20810

000GO=

December 15, 2008

t:

for your support of a robust shipbuilding budget and policies to support

our Navy, Marine Cofps, and Coast Guard and to enable commercial ship construction in the
United States. Such golicies and funding would create and sustain highly skilled jobs, strengthen
our national and homgland security, and modemize and expand our domestic marine
transportation highw.

The shipbuildfhg industry of the United States employs more than 400,000 people in 47
states. The industry cpnsists of six major shipbuilding yards, several smaller ship construction
and repair yards, and fnore than 4,000 major manufacturers of ship components and systems.
Thousands of jobs wald be created in the United States with a renewed commitment to
shipbuilding that has peen lacking in the past decade.

Military leadefs have documented for several years a minimum national requirement for

313 ships to support
Roughead testified |
growing our fleet wil
strategy.” He is, “co;
establish the vital
above a 313-ship
Admiral Roughead
10 provide the global
He concluded by sayi
balanced force and pr

Navy and Marine Corps. The Chief of Naval Operations Admiral Gary
year at the Navy FY09 budget hearing that “[t]he rate at which we are
challenge our ability to fulfill the core capabilities of the maritime

itted to taking the steps necessary to build the future fleet and re-
needed among the Department, Congress, and industry to get our Navy
. At the House Armed Services Commitiee hearing on March 6, 2008,

, “[t]Jhree hundred thirteen ships represent the minimum force necessary
ach, persistent presence, and strategic, operational, and tactical effects.”
g, “l support a stable shipbuilding plan that provides an affordable,
serves our nation’s industrial base. I intend to develop further our Navy’s

relationship with indutry to reinforce our conunitment to a stable shipbuilding plan.”

Unfortunately
ship Navy outlined by

~ While Americ
rise. Russia has madg
rapidly. By 2015 the
intention to have the s

however, the Navy’s fleet has declined to 284 ships. To attain the 313-
the CNO, 12 ships need to be budgeted annually.

’s naval fleet is in decline, the Navies of potential adversaries are on the
rebuilding its naval power a priority, and the Navy of China is expanding
Chinese Navy is projected to be larger than ours, and Russia has stated its
econd largest Navy in the world by 2022, These countries may be building

their naval forces to dgny America access to critical regions and to limit America’s influence

around the world. Be
power is the key to ac

ause more than 90 percent of global commerce is transported by sea, naval
bessing critical raw materials, to securing sea lanes of commerce for trade

and energy, and to prgjecting power quickly when needed. Other nations are also placing a




alarming rate. Terrori§t attack from sea remains a high security threat.

premium on naval forTs, and the instances of piracy on the world’s oceans are increasing at an

In addition to the Navy’s priorities, the U.S. Coast Guard warrants your attention. The
U.S. Coast Guard fleeqis one of the oldest in the world. Your commitment to modernize the
Coast Guard fleet withf new improved cutters will be essential in defending our borders,
improving search and fescue, stopping illegal trafficking, and giving the Coast Guard the tools it
needs to perform its eland security missions.

to ship owners for ship construction in the United States. Vessels
uld enhance our domestic energy development and transportation

to be built to meet our security, energy, and transportation needs.
uld also build our economy and create and preserve thousands of

funding for the Navy,
returns on a much nee

‘oast Guard, and commercial shipbuilding will provide many positive
investment.

Thank you for Jour consideration of this important national economic and security
matter.

~ Sincerely,
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CC:  Mr. Peter Ors
Director-Des '
Office of Man ement and B dget

451 6th Street,
Washington

W
20270




Bnited Sates Soate

WABHINGTON, DE20810

March 20, 2009

The Howshl: R h

As you knofy, last year's Department of Defense Appropriations Act pmvidnd partial
funding for the third DDG- 1000 and directed the Navy to budget for the remaining funding
requirement in FY 1. Congress expects the Navy to adhere 1o this direction; therefore, we write
1o urige your suppor] for full funding of the DDG-1008 program in the FY 10 President’s budget,
and request that yoJ continue a thorough and transparent review and evatuation of the Navy's
propossl to truncatethe DIG-1000 program and restart DDG-5) production.

We remain ery concemed about the Navy's fong-torm shipbuilding phan. Despne
several months of Qongressional and Department of Defense requests for further analysis, the
Navy has yet to. profide sufficient justification hn- suppmof the: pmpaa} 1o truncate the DDG-
1000 progyam and sestast DDG-51 production. We continue to awail an in-depth comparative
analysis of the DDG-51 and DDG-1000. The Navy’s failure o provide such a detailed cost
analysis strongly indpties & lack of supporting documentation of the Mavy’s position und
undermines our corffidence in the merits of the Navy's plan 10 truncate the DDG-1000 program.

havd this information before ncquiescing to a change of this magnitude.

Supportingfthe DDG-1000 program will enable the Navy to leveruge §11 billion in
ested regearch and development funding. The ship has been designed with sigificant
growth, mnrgms 1 diug power, cooling, space, and weight to enable rapid enhancements to
meet evolving thregs in the ex:snng hull. We believe that continued production and defivery of
DDG-1000 class ddstroyers is cesential to the kng-term stability of oyir shipbuilding program nd
the timely delivery bf needed capabilities to the Navy.

With respeqt and appreciation, and thank you for considering this request.

Sincerely,

Sheldon Whitehouse

OSD 0312
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Member of Congrpss
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Wnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

March 25, 2009
The Honorable Rofjert Gates
Secretary of Defe
1000 Defense Pen
Washington, DC 20301-1000
Dear Secrctary
We write today to scriousconcmaboutﬂ:eadnumstrauon splanmdnattoml

: ﬂnusfantappeaxslhatamarkeddecreasemov«allddeme
. forom'oountry If recent press accounts are accurate, this will be

process into the nogmal DoD appropriations request. But, to date, Congress has not been
Py :untwillbem;fened,norhasitbecninformedabOMWhich

while simultaneoudly withdrawing all U.S. combat forces from Iraq by August 2010, will
nding, However, it is our understanding that the administration will
chs this year and next in supplemental funding, which is cause for great

expwts to mﬂin lail
missions safely g

To be clear, we
including all forese eDoDreqmrementsmﬂ:enormalDonudgetnqm however,
by shifting major pxpen &omthesupplemenulmquesutothzbasebudget.whﬂe
simyltanecusly slag gthewpplemenmlreqmtheneteﬁ‘ectwouldbeadecmscm
overall spending op our national defense. Ourconcunlsmat,mderthegmseofan
"honest budgeting'] approach to national security spending, we would be locking in an
overall cut in mil§ary spending that either puts our troops in jeopardy today or our

7
§]
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' national sccurity i jeopardy tomorrow as we restrict urgently needed capital investinents

in equiproent & planes, ships, and land vehicles,
As such, we requbst that your department provide us as soon as possible with more
detailed informatipn on what expenditures, and at what levels, you anticipate moving

from the supplemgmtal budget to the base defensc budget for FY10 and what defense

anfcipate eliminating or substantially reducing, in relation to the most
5 Defense Program (FYDP). In addition, it is cssential that we hear
4l combatant commanders and the Chairraan of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

proposed defense spending blueprints. Accordingly, we request that you
sqon as possible, risk assessments by each combatant commander,
aflcxtent the President's proposed defense spending levels will limit their
ability 10 meet ongoing requirements over the lifetime of the FYDP, Finally, we request
that the Chairman' risk assessment, which is statutorily required and is long overduc, be

terror, we must nof allow that to happen again, Now is not the time to attempt to cash in
a “peace dividend,] while thousands of our soldiers, sailors, airmen, and marines are
serving in harm’s Yay, engeged in military operations in two major theaters of conflict

We urge youto e
its FY10 DoD budget request. Thank you for your service to our nation and your tireless
dedication to its Afmed Forces.

JOHN CORNYN JONKYL

United States Senafor United States Senator
ESA MURKO { ; JAMES M. lNHOﬁ '
United States " United States Senator
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United States Sengtor
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ted States Sengtor

" United States Sendor

JO| ISAKSON
United States Senator

Clautri

CHAMBLISS
8} tates Senator

.4 VT
DAVID VITTER
United States Senator
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Rnited States Senate —
April 16, 2009
The Honorable B Obama
President of the Uited States

As your Administrifion prepares the details of your Fiscal Year 2010 (FY10) defense budget, !
am writing to requgst inclusion of a military construction project in my home state of Nebraska.
The Army Nationa] Guard and Air National Guard have begun preperatory construction work on
eadguarters, which I recommend be included in this defenss budget to snsure
d completion of the project. :

be housed and will pperate jointly in Lincotn, Nebraske, at this Joiut Headquarters. The
nstruction of this cmergency operations center will facilitate a rapid,
to major cmergency events; and therefore, 1 support the Army Nationsl

Mr. President, | amfrequesting that this mission-critical headquarters be included in your FY10
defense budget. you for your consideration of this request. If you or your staff needs
additional info n, please do not hesitate to contact me directly or have your staff contact

taff at 202-224-6551.
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Mnited States Senate
WASHINGTON, DC 20510
April 6, 2009

President Barack Opama
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 2p500

Dear President Obgna:

We write tofurge you not to allow deep cuts in U.S. missile defense programs that
are critically imporfant to protecting our homeland and our allies against the growing threat

additional Ground-Based Interceptor missiles in Alaska, and to cut the MDA’s budget for
Fiscal Year 2010 by $1.4 billion. Although we applaud Secretary Gates’ commitment to
such capabilities 4s and SM-3, these proposals would amount to almost a fifteen
percent cut in the MDA budget and a major reduction in our missile defense portfolio—
actions that we fearjcould undermine our emerging missile defense capabilities to protect
the United States against a growing threat,

As you knoy, the threat from ballistic missiles is significant and on the rise.
Lieutenant GeneralDaniel Maples, the Director of the Defense Intelligence Agency,
recently testified before the Senate Armed Services Committes that “the threat posed by
ballistic missile deljvery systems is likely to increase while growing more complex over
the next decade.” (Yeneral Maples further warned that “adversary nations are increasingly
adopting technical 4nd operational countermeasures to defeat missile defenses.” Ballistic
missile technology pas already proliferated worldwide and is a direct threat to both our
allies and our homefand.

The threat ppsed by rogue states with ballistic missiles has been underscored by
Iran and North Korga’s recent missile tests. In early February, Iran launched a satellite
atop a rocket that cquld be used as an intercontinental ballistic missile. Last weekend,
North Korea tested fhe Taepo Dong-2, a long range missile that if successful, could have
the range to strike Hawaii, Alaska, and possibly the West Coast of the United States.

Although these developments highlight the danger we face, they have also revealed
the progress our nafjonal missile defense system has made. When recently asked before
the Senate- Armed Sprvices Committee whether the United States could intercept a Taepo
Dong-2 missile thatftargeted the American homeland, Admiral Timothy Keating,
Commander of U.S] Pacific Command, and General Patrick Chilton, Commander of U.S.
Strategic Command| assured that we can do so with high probability, This would not have
been the case just a few years ago, and is only the case today because we have invested in a

diverse set of missi iiefense capabilities. OSD 0462209
NRREFIRMRRSHAN M




Cooperation ¢n ballistic missile defense is also essential to our most important
alliances. In the Asig-Pacific region, Japan became the first among our allies to
successfully intercep] a ballistic missile with the Aegis defense system. In response to
North Korea’s growipg arsenal of missiles, thc Government of Japan decided six years ago
to deploy a joint Aegds and Patriot PAC-3 missile defense and has already invested $7.9
billion of its own funfis to build a new pillar of our alliance. India has likewise expressed
strong interest in cloger cooperation on missile defense systems, which promises to become
an area of cooperatioh in our growing strategic partnership.

In the Middlg East, we continue to develop missile defense technology in close
partnership with Istafl. As you know, the State of Israel faces a uniquely pressing threat
due to Iran’s ballistid missile program and pursuit of weapons of mass destruction. In
response, we have lohg cooperated with Israel to develop the Arrow family of missile
interceptors and are gow working together on the David’s Sling missile defense system to
defeat medium rangdqrockets. These are critical programs that should not be abandoned.

In Europe, NATO has also endorsed the importance of missile defense as a
collaborative venturq among its member states. At the Bucharest summit in April 2008,
NATO formally declpred that “ballistic missile proliferation poses an increasing threat to
Allies’ forces, territcyy, and populations, Missile defensce forms part of a broader response
to counter this threat]” NATO further expressed “deep concemn” over the proliferation
activities of both Iray and North Korea, and urged the examination of a “comprehensive
missile defense archftecture to extend coverage to all Allied territory and populations.”

In sum, cooppration on missile defense is now a critical component of many of our
closest security partferships around the world. We fear that cuts to the budget for missile
defense could inadvqrtently undermine these relationships and foster the impression that
the United States is §n unreliable ally. Moreover, sharp cuts would leave us and our
friends around the wprld less capable of responding to the growing ballistic missile threat. .

The fact remgins that our adversaries continue to invest large sums in the
development of thesg weapons. The question is whether we respond by developing
appropriate defenseqagainst them. We therefore urge you to sustain the ability of the
Missile Defense Aggncy and the military services to develop an integrated, layered defense
against the threat of pallistic missiles to the United States, our deployed forces, and our
allies.

We thank fou for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

Jon Kyl (L eph I W
United States Senat Jnited States Senator
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United States Senator




NAnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

May 19, 2009
The Honorable Rolfert M. Gates
Secretary of Defen
1000 Defense Pentdgon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000
Dear Secretary Gatgs:
We are writifg to request that you establish a clear policy through which the

Department of Def
while maintaining

As you know

because wind turbi
Unfortunately, to d.
lacked consistency.

se (DOD) will encourage rencwable energy development
cessary protections for military airspace.

| DOD has an important voice in wind turbine siting decisions
es can impact DOD radar and airspace requirements.

te the interaction between wind developers and the DOD has
For instance, in 2007 Travis Air Force Base objected to the 80

MW Montezuma Wind Energy Center very late in the permitting process. The
proposed wind farn{ is surrounded by other wind farms, some of which were built
after 2007, in Solanp County California’s Wind Resource Area, more than ten
miles from the basq That project, and others nearby, remain in limbo today due to
DOD concerns thatfare likely surmountable.

To facilitate fhe development of renewable energy projects consistent with
national security nepds, we encourage you to take the following steps that could
improve the prospegts for wind development in the United States.

: Formally consolidate decision making
regarding wind development in a single office, preferably within the Office of
the Secretary of Defense. A single decision-maker, who operates under clear
timelines and prpcedures by which he communicates DOD concerns regarding
wind projects, wpuld limit unnecessary conflict between DOD and renewable
energy developrjent. ' Co

Participate in % Review: DOD should identify proposed wind farm
impacts on airbgrne operations during the Federal Aviation Administration’s
(FAA) existing, formal wind farm screening and approval process, as well as
provide initial fgedback during any FAA carly feasibility review. If DOD

il




Site Specific E
of California,

ted in as transparent a manner as national security concerns

luations: The military has produced extremely useful maps

zona and Nevada that designate areas in which the military

effectively oppopes wind energy development (red), areas where the DOD

might have som

concerns (green}

that allow them
the final decisio

concerns (yellow), and areas where DOD has no military
DOD’s maps were assembled using data and assumptions
guide development, but they are not detailed enough to be

making tool. I request that you clarify that DOD staff should

evaluate site-sperific technical analysis before opposing any wind proposal.

Airspace Hei
across the West
it is reasonable
200, 300 and 40
proposed, DOD

Restrictions: Airspace height restrictions vary considerably
d limit wind energy development. If DOD evaluated whether
d consistent with safety and national security needs to raise
feet restrictions to 500 feet at sites where wind farms are

ay be able to open a considerable amount of currently

restricted land td wind energy development.

Mitigation Res

rch and Development: Technical mitigation measures may

be able to reduc

the impacts of wind turbines on radar. In September 2008,

representatives from the DOD, the Federal Aviation Administration, the

National Oceani
agreed to devel

and Atmospheric Administration, and the wind industry
a research and development roadmap, mirroring a similar

effort between tRe British military and the British Wind Energy Association.
DOD participatipn in this effort is important, and I encourage you to ensure that

it continues.

Radar Upgrad

: DOD is in the process of replacing older analog radar

systems with stafe-of-the-art radar through the National Airspace

Modermnization

ogram. I encourage you to request that DOD consider the

wind energy potpntial of an area when prioritizing radar replacements. A report
by the defense aflvisory firm JASON recently concluded, “Radars which don’t
have the capabil|ties to mitigate wind farm interference could simply be

replaced...The
greatly enhanceq

distinguish betwpen aircraft and wind farms.

w radar would incorporate multidimensional detection, with
processing, with pulse shapes designed to optimally

39l

! Wind Farms and Radar (SR-08-125). JASON. The MITRE Corporation. January 2008.




As you know}, both global warming and our reliance on foreign sources of
energy present ecotfomic and national security challenges to our country. Your
Department rightfully focuses on its primary mission of protecting our national
security, but we be§eve DOD could also play a more productive role. We very
much look forwardto working with you to ensure that renewable energy
development procegds where it is compatible with the military’s mission.

We look forgard to working with you on this matter.
Sincerely,
"~ W

-bvws |~uvx..-f—~
Dianne Feingtein Charles Grassley
United Stateq Senator United States Senator

i /

Ron Wyden | n Tester
United Stateq Senator nited States Senator
Barbara Box¢r Richard J. Durbin
United Stateq Senator United States Senator
Tom Harkin ax Baucus
United Stateq Senator United States Senator
Jeff Merkley
United Stateq Senator
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ORRIN G. HATCH

UTAH

" JACE JOHNSON
CHIEF OF STAFF

TOO {202) 22e- 2848
Fax, 1202) 224-8331

COMMITTEES:
FINANCE
JSUDICIARY

HEALTH, EDUCATION,
LABOR, AND PENSIONS

INTELLIGENCE

JOINT COMMITTEE
ON TAXATION

Hruited States Benate

WASHINGTON, DC 205104402

June 8, 2009

The Honorable William §. Lynn
Deputy Secretary :
The Department of Defepse
1100 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1 100
Dear Secretary Lynn:
Thank you for your May 28th letter. | appreciate learning the Department of Defense’s
(“Department™} views o subjects covered in the letter, In addition, I look forward to

the
continuing to work with1/ou on enhancing our nation’s security.

I was delighted t4 learn of the Department’s commitment to our depot maintenance

system by “compli[ying]
As you know, the Co

vith the 50/50 and Core laws as currently written and interpreted.”
, on a bipartisan basis, has worked with the Department over the past

mn;
several years to rccapitgn'Ese our depot maintenance sysiem. The warfighter has greatly
benefited from this rene

equipment.

Regarding the

d investment through sustained on-time delivery rates of vital

d-based solid rocket motor intercontinental ballistic missile industrial

base, I deeply appreciatethe Department and the Air Force’s recognition of the merits of
sustaining this vital natiqnal infrastructure. The Air Force’s Fiscal Year 2010 budget request of

$43 million is an impo

t first step. However, your letter does not address if the Department

will accede to the Secrethry of the Air Force’s réquest to reprogram sufficient Fiscal Year 2009
funds to maintain solid rpcket pmduct:on this fiscal year. Only a prompt transfer of these funds
will prevent further integruptions in production, resulting in millions of dollars in unnecessary
costs, and the stabilizatign of employment for the highly sought after engincers and technicians

that manufacture solid

Therefore, I res

reprogram, on an expedi
solid rocket motor interc

ket motors.

tfully request the Deparﬁnmt agree 10 Secretary Donley’s request and
basis, Fiscal Year 2009 funds to maintain our nation’s land-based
bntinental ballistic missile industrial base.

Thank you for ydut consideration of this mattér,

rely,

Orrin G. Hatch
United States Senator

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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JOSEPH |, LIEBERMAN

CONNECTICUT

COMMITTEES:
ARMED SERVICES

SMALL BUSINESS

HOMELAND SECURITY AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIHE

Mnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20610-0703

June 10, 2009

The tonorable Robe Gates

Secretary

1000 Defense Pentag
Washington, DC 203

U.S. Department of IT

Dear Mr. Secretary,

n
1

I read with gr
on Apri! 14, 2008.
Hussein’s Ba’athist

fense

“unprecedented insights” into the workings of dictatorial third-world regimes. You

rightly compared thi

llection of materials to the Smolensk archives, upon which

SENATE OFFIC Burtinit;
Wasuwai1on, OC 20816
(202} 224-4041

STATE OFFKE

ONE CosssTiumon Peazs
74 Fuoos
HawyFoRp, CT 06103
860-549-84863
To Faes: 1-800-225-5605

HOME PAGE:
htipe/lighorman.senat.qov

at interest your speech to the Association of Amcrican Universities
that occasion you noted the potential of the records of Saddam
gime, captured by American forces in 2003, to provide us

scholars of the Sovie§Union like Merle Fainsod based much of their research. You also

announced that the
Research Center at t

[ strongly su
available to the broa
concerncd by the ap

scholarly community for rescarch and study. However, I am

fense Department was funding an effort to open a Conflict Records -
National Defense University.

ort your goal of making the records of Saddam Hussein’s regime

ent slow pace of this valuable project. I note that the Defense

Department has yet t4 establish a Conflict Records Research Center in the 15 months that
have passed since yofr announcement, nor does the opening of such a center appear to be
on the horizon,

Conflict Records Regearch Center at the National Defense University, a timeline for its
creation, as well as ag estimate of the resources that the Defense Department will devote
to the center over theflong term.

I would thcr})re be grateful for a progress report on your cfforts to establish a

Thank you fol your attentionto this matter and your commitment to this worthy
and important endeayor.

Sincerely,

SD 06538-09 !
oseph I. Licberman Hﬁ

O .
ONITED STATES SENATOR MRENGUMARRIRANIN
'SEEDEF D/Epsmfﬁr o SST| EXBESEC| U ‘

CBLCH | FILE /




JIM WEBB WASHINGTON OFFICE:

VIRGINIA WasmncTon, DC 20510
(2021 224-4024

SoMuTTEE ON :
et on Anited States Denate

FOREIGN RELATIONS WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4605
COMMITTEE ON

VETERANS" AFFAIRS
JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE

June 10, 2009

ert M. Gates
Secretary of Deferse

The Department of Defense
The Pentagon, Suige 319
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gges:

The indepdndent, bipartisan Commission on Wartime Contracting was created last
year to evaluate affd report on U.S. wartime contracting for logistics, reconstruction, and
security. As origigal co-sponsors of the legislation leading to the establishment of this
Commission, we gre pleased to enclose a copy of its interim report. We believe that the
Commission is mgking noteworthy contributions in documenting the extensive problems
that continue to exist in wartime support contracting and what must be done to fix them.

| The Comndission’s interim report identifies major areas of emphasis offering the
greatest promise fhr significant reform. Moreover, the commissioners have identified a
numbser of criticalfissues of more immediate concern that require prompt action by the
Department of Defense to avoid undermining U.S. objectives in Iraq and Afghanistan and
to prevent wasting more U.S. tax dollars. Of note, they report, in part:

¢ The drgwdown of U.S. forces in Iraq risks incurring enormous waste, which could
range from completion of work that may not need to be done, to poorly controlled
handligg and disposition of U.S. government property;

tiveness of contractor support of expanded U.S. operations in
istan is compromised by the failure to extract and apply lessons learned

ors providing security for U.S. operating bases are well trained and
equippgd to provide strong force protection to our military.

Secretary Gates
June 10, 2009 0OSD
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During ouf interactions over the past year, you have responded very constructively
when we have brofight concerns to your attention. While some of the time-sensitive issues
raised in the Comgpission’s report are not new, it is telling that they continue to arise. We
encourage you, orjmembers of your staff, to meet with the Commission to obtain greater
insights into thesefconcerns and possible corrective actions. Additionally, we would
appreciate receivig from you a description of what the Department is doing or plans to do to
address them.

With this #nportant interim report completed, we expect the Commission to enhance
its body of work Hy assessing root causes and potential solutions to the systemic contracting
problems in Iraq gnd Afghanistan through further original investigation and analysis. We
appreciate your cdntinued support of this endeavor and the attention you have brought to
improve wartime gontracting policies and practices.

Thank yoy for your consideration of this request.

WeL58

Ji bb Claire McCaskill
nitedyStates Senator United States Senator

Secretary Gates
June 10, 2009
Page 2/2




. RUSSELL' D. FEINGOLD
WISCONSIN

EOF Manr SEnate OFnce Bunoing

¥ ON THE BUDAET

COMMITTEE OW THE JUDKTARY

::z;l:"::::':?c e Hnitm 5&“5 %mat[ DEMGCRATIC POUCY COMMTTHE

12023 228 12801 TODY

feingoly spnste.gov

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4904

May 15, 2009

The President
The White Houss
1600 Pennsylvarga Avenue, NW
Washington. DC20500

Dear Mr. Presideht,

I am writing to rdquest that your administration, in close consultation with
Congress, clarifyjand strengthen chief of mission authority. As you know, this
authority is esserftial to ensure that our agencies and personnel overseas fully
coordinate their dperations, and that all elements of the United States government
are working towdrd the same strategic objectives. It is particularly important that
our military coorflinates with civilian leadership, particularly the chiefs of mission
who are your repfesentatives overseas, A lack of such coordination and oversight
can result in disjdinted activities that undermine our ability to achieve our national
security goals.

I am concerned that in the aflermath of 9/1 1. we have seen an erosion of chief of
mission aythority, in part because of the extended reach of the Department of
Defense and its rggional commands. 1am troubled by reports that in some cases,
chiefs of missionfhave not been consulted about or made even aware of U.S.
military activitied in their country. [ have heard such accounts in my own travels
overseas, and wolild be happy to discuss specific examples with your
administration inja classitied setting. In order to ensure our top diplomats can
fully undertake teir mission, greater clarity is needed with respect to a number of
key issues relating to this authority.

For example, theprevious administration claimed that chiefs of mission were
always consultedfprior to the issuance of an order to use military force, but it is
unclear whether gl ambassadors were kept fully informed of such activities, as
required by law. [Fhis ambiguity is particularly troubling with regard to countries
outside of Iraq angd Afghanistan, which are official war zones. In light of this
uncertainty, [ sought information in 2008 related to press allegations that the
Department of Defense, under President Bush, had authority to carry out
operations in nunferous countries around the world. To the extent that such orders
exist, [ ask that yu fully inform Congress so that, among other things, any
implications for dhief of mission authority can be considered and addressed.
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As you know, prdvious administrations and Congresses have sought to clarify
chief of mission Tthority. President Truman clarified the functions of the chief of

mission in Execu
Executive Order

ive Order 10338 in 1952, In 1955, President Eisenhower issued

0608, which applied to the specific authority and functions of

the chief of missit:n in Germany. Later, section 207 of the Foreign Service Act of

1980 enshrined t}

Your administrat

authority globally.

n now has the opportunity to clarify current ambiguities about

the authority of chiefs of mission over U.S. government personnel. With ongoing

military operatio

in two official war zones - Iraq and Afghanistan - this

clarification should include an overarching framework to guide the relationship
berween chiefs of mission and the U.S, military in official war zones. Itis also

important to clari
including countri

reladonship or ¢c

h

vy the authority of the chief of mission in other circumstances.
s in which declared U.S. military operations are occurring but

ntries with which we have diplomatic ties but no on-the-ground

there is no host %ivemmcm, countries with which we have no diplomatic

diplomatic prese

C.

Given the ambiglt'tics that have emerged in this arca and their implications to our

national security
Clinton and othen

urge you to consider, in consultation with Secretary of State
b in your administration. a new executive order that would

realfirm chief of
1o do so in close

Armed Services,

of any need for fi
that vou undertak
behind the autho
effective, but wil
assurances that y
States governme

I appreciate your
discuss these and
recognize that the

ission authority in relation to all military activities. I urge you
nsultation with Congress, including the Foreign Relations,
ntelligence and Judiciary Committees, and to inform Congress
her legislative action that you may identify. Finally, I request
this effort as soon as possible. A strong signal that you stand
ties of your ambassadors will not only make them more
allow them. in the context of their confirmations, to provide

r policies will be implemented by all elements of the United

fonsideration of my suggestions and welcome the opportunity to
related issues with representatives of your administration. |
¢ are many urgent national security challenges that you must

consider, but pm\'ding renewed guidance on chief of mission authority would

greatly improve o

Sincerely,

VA

ir capacity to effectively confront such challenges.

Russell D. FFeingayd
United States Sen

tor

D




COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, DC 20516

February 3, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

U.8. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This is to authorize Congressman John Lewis (D-GA) to lead the '
Congressional fact-finding CODEL to India during the time period of Friday,

February 13 through Sunday, February 22. The House is not scheduled to be
in the session at this time.

The purpose of this fact-finding trip is to join the U.S. Embassy and a
variety of Indian officials in commemorating the 50™ anniversary of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. and Corretta Scott King’s visit to study the roots of non-violent
philosophy and 20™ Century freedom movements.

It would be appreciated if the U.S. Department of Defense could furnish
such assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate this
trip. The expenditure of funds for the payment of the actual and necessary
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized by
31 U.8.C. 1108 {(g}.

erely,

Charles B,
Chairman

CBR/jg

OsD 01251-I09
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COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, DC 20515

February 3, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This is to authorize Congressmen Pete Stark (D-CA) and Jim McDermott
to participate in the Congressional fact-finding CODEL to India during the time
period of Friday, February 13 through Sunday, February 22. The House is not
scheduled to be in the session at this time.

The purpose of this fact-finding trip is to join the U.S. Embassy and a
variety of Indian officials in commemorating the 50 anniversary of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. and Corretta Scott King’s visit to study the roots of non-violent
philosophy and 20% Century freedom movements.

It would be appreciated if the U.S. Department of Defense could furnish
such assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate this
trip. The expenditure of funds for the payment of the actual and necessary
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized by
31 U.S.C. 1108 (g).

CBR/ig

OSD 01 52-09
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February 10, 2009
Sccretary of Dafense Robert Gates
Department of Defense
The Pentagon
Dear Secretary Gates,

Please review the attached letter dated February 5, 2009 from Panmedix, 2 business in my
fismi ;

Panmedix specializes in telemedicine screening applications for disorders of the central
DETVOus system, an important medical capability for our modern military. As you can
see, their letter detalls a list of questions they have regarding their work with the
Department of Defense dating back to 2001.

The letter raises concerns regarding the work of the Department and ite dealings with
Pammedix. Please review their letter and provide a response. [ wonld appreciate answers
to their questions in the attached letter to the greatest extent possible. Thank you in
advance for your attention to this matter.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.

Simcerely,

errold Nadler
Member of Congress



' Orrice Bu
HARRY TEAGUE ) 1007 Lonewc(pg)biouse pricE BUILOING

20 DisTRICT, New MExco

@Congress of the Huited States
House of Representatines
Washington, BC 20515-3102

February 9, 2009

The Honorable Dr. Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

I would like to call to your direct attention that William Beaumont Army Medical Center in El Paso, Texas
recently announced that Army personnel had used an improper procedure to administer insulin shots
from August 2007 to January of this year. This has resulted in over 2,000 persons potentially exposed to
blood-borne disease, such as Hepatitis C, Hepatitis B and HIV. As the Congressman from Southern New
Mexico, many of whose veterans and military personnel are served by William Beaumont, and as a
Member of the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee, | was very concerned about this incident. According
to the hospital, 31 percent of those exposed were veterans who received the shots on an inpatient
basis. The Veterans’ Clinic in E) Paso routinely works with William Beaumont to help treat veterans.

Last week | sent the enclosed letter to William Beaumont Commander Colonel James Baunchalk
regarding this incident and requested a response by this Friday, February 13. Commander Baunchalk did
quickly acknowledge receipt of my inquiry and | await his response. The purpose of my inquiry is to get
to the root of what went wrong at William Beaumont so that we can take appropriate steps to prevent
this from ever happening again.

As we learn more about what exactly transpired at the hospital, | look forward to working with you to
ensure accountability for the errors made at William Beaumont and to ensure high levels of medical care
for our veterans and military personnel.

Additionally, | know you are aware that my district includes several military facilities, including White
Sands Missile Range and Holloman Air Force Base, that are of the utmost importance to both our
national defense and Southern New Mexico communities. | would very much like to have you visit us in
Southern New Mexico to see these installations and the great work in which our service members are
engaged.

Sincerely,

7.,@(7\ e
Harry Teague
Member of Congress

OSD 0 403-09
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7. Canyou positively identify all patients who may have received insulin shots through the
incorrect progedure?

8. it s my understanding that this incorrect procedure began in August of 2007, What happens in
the event that you do not have up-to-date contact information for patients who may be at risk?

9. Ifan individual believes he or she may be at risk due to an insulin shot he or she received at
WBAMC, what steps should an individual take to determine whether or not they may need
medical testlng or treatment?

10. | have been informed that roughly 9% of those affected are residents of New Mexico and may
live a great distance from WBAMC. What steps are you taking to facilitate testing and further
treatment for patients who live far away from WBAMC?

11, What specific step s is WBAMC taking to ensure that this does not happen again?

I would also like to thank you in advance for your respohses to my questions. { look forward to working’
with you t0 ensure our veterans receive only the highest level of medical care.

Member of Congress
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February 5, 2009
Congressional Liaison
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs
Department of Defenge
1300 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301
RE: Coastal Defense Products, Inc.
TIN: " .
Dear Congressional Liaison:

This letter is on behalf of my constituent, Donald Clark, concerning his business, Coastal
Defense Products, Inc, which has a government contract with the United States Air Force. Mr.
and Mrs. Clark have not received their progress payments and are therefore unable to make
payroll. Mr, Clark also noted that the DCAA has not released the audit to the DCMA to be able
to make the payment and they are very concerned about this. What is the status of this situation?

- Any information or assistance you can provide will be greatly appreciated.

I would be appreciative if you or a member of your staff would review the cnclescd

, documents pertaining to my constituent's case and provide assistance in resolving this situation.

Please direct your correspondence to the attention of my staff mcmbct Lisa King, in my Brea
office. My fax number is (714) 257-9242.

Thank you in advance for your assistance. I look forward to your reply.

Sincerely,

GARY G. MILLER
Member of Congress

OSD 01404
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e Congress of the United States oDt e ST
SUBCOMMITTEE ON SEAPOWER AND . {228) 864-7870
e Bousge of Representatives 701 AN STREET
AND INFRASTRUCTURE Waghington, BE 205152404 Ao et
2900 GOVEMMEN};:THMESE%W& B
o housa.goviy February 3, 2009 . AN a0
) 627 CENTRAL AVENUE
The Honorable Robert Gates ety

Washington, DC 20301-1400
Dear Mr. Secretary:

I write to express my concemns about the acquisition and subsequent sale of real property
of the Armed Forces Retirement Home (AFRH) at Gulfport, Mississippi, occurring in .
2003.

I have recently received copies of letters sent by former Principal Deputy Under
Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness Charles S. Abell to the chairmen of the
House and Senate Armed Services Committees (dated August 6, 2003) notifying them
that the AFRH intended to sell “two beachfront properties” located at 1804 and 1814
Beach Drive, Gulfport, MISSISSlppl For your review, I have attached copies of the
aforementioned letters.

Mr. Abell’s letters state that the properties “were acquired earlier this year as part of a
larger property acquisition.” The letters explain that the “original acquisition was for

- 10.02 acres of land on the eastern border of the Gulfport facility” and that the purchase
price for this acreage was “$5.692 million,”

According to Mr. Abell’s letters, the “AFRH is currently in receipt of two offers to
purchase the property from Messers. Brent Warr and Gene Warr” and he had “decided to
accept these offers” which would “result in $1 million, which will be deposited into the
AFRH Trust Fund.” The letter, however, distinguishes that the two properties being
resold to the Warrs’are “smalter” than the original 10.02 acre parcels. :

As I'review this transaction, the following questions come to mind:

1. At the time that AFRH purchased the original 10.02 acres, what was the
property’s total appraised value, including acreage and all structures on the
property?

2. What was the size of the “smaller” parcels sold to the Warrs? What, if any,

portions were retained by AFRH after the sale?

What was the appraised value of the property that the AFRH sold to the Warrs?

What was the sale price of the property that the AFRH sold to the Warrs?

According to the 2003 letters, “$1 million was to be deposited into the AFRH

Trust Fund.” If there was a discrepancy between the sale price and the sum

deposited in the AFRH Trust Fund for these properties, what became of the

balance?

e w




6. Mr, Abelt’s letter described the parcels that the AFRH sold to the Wamrs as
beachfront praperties. Where are these properties located with respect to the rest
of the original purchase? Are these parcels within the boundaries of the 10.02
acres in the original purchase?

I would greatly appreciate if you could fumish answers to the questions posed abmfe and
any relevant documents on which they are based including but not limited to appraisals,
deeds, financial transactions, property descriptions, sale papers, etc.

1 request that you furnish the information within two weeks of receipt of this letter. If you
need additional time to provide answers to these questions or have any questions
regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me.

cerely, _
GENET. Yfzz. .
A Member of Congress
GT:sp
Enclosures (2)

CC: Hon. Ike Skelton, Chairman, House Armed Services Committee
Timothy Cox, Chief Operating Officer, AFRH



@ongress of the United States
Waskington, BE 20515 -

February 5, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Department of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary,

We write in support of Dr. Solomon Passy’s nomination for the position of Secretary
General of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). We respectfully request that the
United States lend its support to Dr. Passy during the diplomatic discussions to select
NATO’s next Secretary General as the current term of Secretary General Japp de Hoop
Scheffer expires later this year.

We are informed that Prime Minister Sergey Stanishev of Bulgaria proposed Dr.
Passy as a candidate for the Secretary General position during a meeting with President Bush
on June 18, 2008.

For nearly two decades, Dr. Passy has demonstrated a clear vision and solid
leadership in international relations, particularly in regard to NATO. As a member of
Bulgaria’s parliament he authored Jegislation in 1990 to withdraw Bulgaria from the Warsaw
Pact and to join NATO and the European Union. That year, Dr. Passy also founded the
Atlantic Club of Bulgaria, an NGO in Bulgaria to strongly support NATO membership. -
Years later, Dr. Passy’s vision was achieved when, while serving as Bulgaria’s Foreign
Minister, he negotiated and signed the two accession treaties that made Bulgaria a full
Member of NATO in 2004 and the EU in 2005.

International circumstances present a window of opportunity for advances in both
intra-European and transatlantic relations. We believe that the selection of a Secretary
General from Bulgaria who is as superbly qualified as Dr. Passy, would strengthen ties
between NATO and the United States as well as serve the important cause of continued

European integration.
Thank you in advance for your kind consideration.

%2/ Qg@f G It
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. Signed by:
Rep. Lincoln Diaz-Balart (R-FL) ' Rep. Mike McIntyre (D-NC)
Rep. Rob Bishop (R-UT) Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart (R-FL)
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REPUBLICANS

STEVE BUYER, INDIANA, RANKING

CLIFF STEARNS, FLOAIDA

JERRY MORAN, KANSAS

HENRY €. BROWN. JA., SOUTH CARCLINA
JEFF MILLER, FLORIDA

JOHN 8COZMAN, ARKANSAS

BAIAN P BILBRAY, CALIFORNIA

DOUG LAMBORN, COLORADO

GUS M_BILIRAKIS, FLORIDA

VERN BUCHANAN, FLORIDA

DAVID P. ROE, TENNESSEE

KINGSTONE SMITH
REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR
AND CHIEF COUNSEL

MALCOM A. SHORTER Febl'uary 5 » 2009

STAFF DIRECTOR

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

As part of the House Committee on Veterans® Affairs responsibilities, I authorize
Geoffrey Bestor and Arthur Wy, staff on the Subcommittee on Oversight and
Investigations, to travel on official government business to Albuquerque, NM
during the period of February 17-18, 2009.

The primary purpose of their visit is to observe the joint venture between VA and
the Air Force at Kirtland Air Force Base; and to review the Research and
Development Cooperative Studies Program operations in Albuquerque.

The actual cost of lodging is authorized in New Mexico. It would be appreciated if
the Department of Defense could furnish such assistance as may be required,
including transportation to facilitate this trip. The expenditures of funds for
payment of actual and necessaf pexpenses ang iransportation as inay be required is
authorized pursuant to title 31, ¥.8.C, '.Sectiq;éﬁ;g&(g). T

- -

Thank you for your continued support and assistance. If ybu have further
questions, please contact Bernie Dotson of the Commiittee staff at 202-226-3653.

Sincerely,

B.e

BOB FILNE
Chairman
MS/tc

OSD 0143909
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February 12, 2009
The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
: The Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000
i - Dear Secretary Gates,
t
! It is my pleasure to invite you to speak to the Senate Democretic Caucus at our annual
weekend issues conference, which will be held the weekend of May 1, 2009 in Bedford Springs,
Pennsylvania,
This is the one time each year that Senate Democrats meet outside of Washington to
i brainstorm and strategize on the most pressing challenges facing our nation. Our Caucusis very
interested to hear your strategies for addressing the multiple national sccurity challenges facing
the United States.
i
g My staff will work with yous offioe to schedule 2 time fior you to speak, either on Friday
: afternoon, May 1 or Saturday morning, May 2. PresldmtObnmahasconﬁmedh:uttcndmceat
| the conference.
{
1 know my colleagues will be thrilled if you are able to join us. Please let me know
whether you will be able to attend, or have your staff contact Chuck Cooper at the Democratic
Policy Commitice at (202) 224-4637.
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DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN
JOHN P. MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY KAPTUR, CHIO

PETER J, VISCLOSKY. INDIANA

NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK

JOSE E. SERRANO, NEW YORK

ROSA L. DELAURQ, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA

DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CAROLINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK 4. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND
MAURICE 0. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN R ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR., GEORGIA.
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS

BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA

ADAM SCHIFF, CAUFORNIA

MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA

BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW YORK

TIMRYAN, OHIO

C.A. “DUTCH" RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRD RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADD

Congress of the Wnited Dtates

Roose of Representatioes
Committee on Appropriations
AWashington, P 20515-6015

February 5, 2009

JERAY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

C. W. BLL YOUNG, FLCRIDA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGIMIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TODD TAHRT, KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, IQWA

ROBERT 8. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOUR)
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHD
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK, RLINOIS
ANOER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS
RODNEY ALEXANDER. LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C, LATOURETTE, OHIO
TOM COLE, DKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERLY PHETQ

TELEPHONE:
{202) 226-2771

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to Ms. Jennifer Miller, Mr. Jeff Shockey and Mr.
Tom McLemore, professional staff members of the Committee on Appropriations, to
travel on official business to Vienna, Austria and Paris, France during the approximate
time period of Tebruary 15-21, 2009. The putpose of this trip is to review matters
relating to the CIA, NSA and counter-terrorism operations and activities.

~ Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall
be paid from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under
authority 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in
making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted
via commercial transportation.

Sincerely,

auvt
David R. Obey
Chairman
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TELEPHONE:
[202) 226-2771

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable John T, Salazar, a
Memper of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel to Mexico, Nicaragua and
Jan:na}!ca during the approximate time period of February 16 — 22, 2009. He will
be joining a delegation led by the Honorable Eliot Engel, Chairman of the Foreign
Affairs Subcommittee on the Western Hemisphere. The purpose of this trip is to
meet with government and non government officials regarding political and
economic developments, and general bilateral relations with each country.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this
travel shall be paid from appropriations available for examination of estimates in
the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). Spouses are authorized to
accompany the members of this delegation for reasons of protocol at no expense
to the government.

‘ ]t will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist
in making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be
conducted via military aircraft.

Sin

art

David R. Obey
Chairman
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The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to Adam Harris, staff members of the Committee on
Appropriations, ta travel during the approximate time period of February 19 —23, 2009, to Israel.
The purpose of this trip is to meet with Intelhgence Community personnel to discuss conditions
in Israel.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid
from appropriations available for exatnination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C.
1108(g).

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making
whatever anmangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via
commercial aircraft.

Sincerely,

01612-09

anuniti i

FEE-17-2001 2423 +IAZ22S 182D 7% P.al




LINCOLN DAVIS COMMITTEES:
471 DISTRICT, TENNESSEE APPROPRIATIONS
SENIOR WHIP RuURAL Dev:z::n‘:mn 'Fognomgs;;ﬁl:m‘mwnnw
AND 'REI.ATED AGENCIES '
" SUBCOMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOPMENT
Conqress of the Enited States
THouse of Repregentatives
Waghington, BE 20515-4204
February 12, 2009
The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary
Department of Defense
1400 Defense Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301
Dear Secretary Gates:

First, let me congratulate you on the continuation of your service under the new administration. I
believe it to be a testament to your exceptional competence, common-sense approach, and devotion to
protecting and preserving the United States of America. At a time when we face a variety of foreign and
domestic challenges and threats, we are fortunate to have someone of your skill at the helm of the
Department of Defense.

I write today to respectfully request an update on implementation of funds already authorized
under HL.R. 2638, the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing Appropriations Act,
2009, which was passed in the 110® Congress. Specifically, Section 8116 appropriates funds for the use
of special pay for members of the armed forces whose period of obligated service is extended, or whose
eligibility for retirement is suspended, due to the President's authority to extend such service or suspend
such retirement. This is commonly referred to as stop-loss authority and the increase is capped at five-
hundred dollars per month. Under H.R. 2638, no funds ate to be allocated until the Secretary of Defense
submits a provisional plan for the distribution of such payments to the Committee on Appropriations. It
has recently been calied to my attention by a constituent that these funds have not yet been allocated to
this group of soldiers.

As you know better than most, our soldiers and their families are making enormous sacrifices as
they continue to perform admirably. The toll of service is particularly difficult on the families of those
whose service is extended. 1 feel that the modest increase in pay for this group of dedicated service men
and women is just and equitable. Fully understanding the enormity of your responsibilitics, I respectfully
urge your aitention to this matter. Thank you for any updates you may provide and for your commitment

to this great nation.

Sincerely,

Lincoln Davis : :

Member of Congress oo OSD 01636-09

410 Canvon House Ornce Buiomg 629 NORTH MAIN STREET 477 NORTH CHANGERY STREET 1064 NORTH GATEWAY AVENUE 1804 CARMACK BOULEVARD
WASHINGTON, DG 20515 JAMESTOWN, TN 38656 Suire A-1 Rockwaop, TN 37854 SuITE A
(202) 225-5631 (931) 879-2361 McMiNNvILLE, TN 37110 (866 364-3323 CoLumens, TN 38401
Fax: {202) 226-5172 Fax: {931) 876-2389 (931) 473-7251 Fax: (865) 354-3316 " (931) 4908609

Fax; (931) 473-7259 Fax: (931} 490-8675
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Congress of the Tnited ﬁtat:ﬁ

Waghington, BE 20515
February 11, 2009
The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary
Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000
Dear Dr, Gates:

We are writing to express our strong support for the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye
program and request your consideration of a reprogramming of funds for Fiscal Year
2009. We are aware of significant undesired consequences for the E-2D program as a
result of the enacted funding levels for Fiscal Year 2009, and we urge your personal
attention to this issue.

: As you know, the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye program continues to perform
satisfactorily on both cost and schedule. Since enactment of the appropriations bill,_an
Operational Assessment has been completed and the program remains on track to receive
Milestone C approval in Spring 2009, After reviewing the final approptiated levels for
this program in Fiscal Year 2009, however, we are concerned that current funding will be
inadequate to sustain this program in transition from development to low rate production.
We believe there are negative impacts to both the cost and delivery schedule of these
aircraft,

Therefore, we request that you reprogram funds in Fiscal Year 2009 to support the
procurement of the third Low Rate Initial Production (LRIP) Lot I aircraft in Fiscal Year
2009, and provide advance procurement for the third Lot II aircrafi in Fiscal Year 2010.
Furthermore, we urge you to ensure that the Fiscal Year 2010 request includes
procurement funding for all three LRIP Lot H aircraft.

We thank you for your consideration of this request, and we lock forward to your
strong support for prioritizing reprogramming of Fiscal Year 2009 funding for the E-2D
program.

Sincerely,

R T. KING STEVE IS% ——

Member of ] Member of Congress
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AROL cCARTHY ( . GARYL. ACKERMAN

Member of Congress Member of Congress
TIMOTHY H. opP MICHAEL A. ARCURI
Member of Congress ~ Member of Congress

cc:  The Honorable Donald Winter, Secretary of the Navy
ADM Gary Roughead, Chief of Naval Operations
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Department of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Thank you for your ongoing scrvice and commitment to the defense of our country. Tam
extremely proud that my Congressional District is home to the Fort Knox military installation.

Located at Fort Knox is Ireland Army Community Hospital. The hospital provides a vital
service to the entire community. Built in 1957, Ireland Army Community Hospital (IACH)
provides top quality health care to Fort Knox and six swrrounding states, IACH serves the Fort
Knox community with primary and specialty care providers, In addition to Kentucky, IACH'’s
area of responsibility also includes Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Hlinois, and Wisconsin, The
hospital is aléo home to Camp Memorial Blood Center and an Optical Fabrication Laboratory.

As you know, included in The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (HLR. 1)
are substantial fiunds for infrastructure improvements at Department of Defense facilities. Iurge
you to give Ireland Army Community Hospital full consideration when deciding how to allocate

‘these infrastructure investment funds.

Thank you for your consideration of this important request, Should your staff have any
questions or need more information please contact John Connell in my Washington office at
(202) 225-3501 if you have any questions. -

Sincerely,

BRETT G 1659-09
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The Hornorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable John P. Murtha and the Honorable
Norman Dicks, member of the Committee on Appropriations, and Paul Juola and Timothy
Prince, staff members of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time
period of February 15— 18, 2009, to Seattle, Washington and Colorado Springs, Colorado. The
purpose of this trip is to visit Mudigan Army Hospital to obtain briefs on military health care and
visit wounded Servicemen; to visit and tour Department of Defense and contractor installations
in preparation for the fiscal year 2010 budget markup. Authorization is also granted for Mr.
Murtha to be returned to Johnstown, Pennsylvania.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel sball be paid
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C.
1108(g). Spouses are anthorized to accompany the members of this delegation for reasons of
protocol at no expense to the government.

It will be appraciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making
whatever urmg»meut» are pecessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted v1a military

aircrafl.
Sincerely,
Dav_id Obey
Choirman % 0171‘4 09
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is bereby granted to Sarah Young, staff member of the Committee on
Appropriations, to trave] during the approximate time period of February 16 - 18, 2009, to
Colorado Springs, Colorade. The purpose of this trip is to join CODEL Murtha for his visit to
Fort Carson, and to receive briefings on fiscal year 2010 budget and current status of the Missile
Defense Apency .

Per diem expenses of not 1o exceed $109 per day, or the rate specified for High Cost
Geographical Areas, whichever is bigher, plus transportation and other authorized costs, shall be
paid from appropriations available under Public Law 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 1108(g)) for
examination of estimates in the field.

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via
commercial aircraft.

0SD 017 6

ik

FEE-17-2081 @4:2B +2022252822 974 P.g4



O LTI N T

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES' COMMITTEE ON

KeVIN BRADY
HoustE oF REPRESENTATIVES WAYS AND MEANS
m’%coﬁm WasSHINGTON, D.C. Socint 5‘:‘{:;:
GepuTy Wiwe . Joint ECONOHIC COMMITTEE
Febmary 9, 2009

The Honorable Robert Michael Gates

Secretary of Defense

Office of the Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, D.C, 20301-1000
Dear Secretary Gates:

I write to you again to urge the Department of Defense (DoD) fo produce & full
accounting for cach facility in Iraq that was involved or associated with an electrocution

* death or injury of any U.S. personnel or contractor. Since Congressional attention was
focused on this issue, the response from DoD and related departments such as the DoD
Office of Inspector General (DoD IG) have been less than satisfactory.

As you know, last year in the 110™ Congress, govemnment representatives from DoD,
DoD IG, and the Defense Contract Management Agency (DCMA) testified before the
House Oversight and Government Reform Committee regarding deficient electrical
systems in Iraq. During that hearing, I directly asked each agency to identify who was
responsible for the installation and maintenance of electrical generator that caused
accidental electrocutions of U.S. personnel. One of the deceased was a twenty-three year
old Army National Guard soldier, Staff Sgt. Chris Bvereit of Huntsville, Texas. Staff
Sgt. Bverett was my constituent, and his untimely death occurred, not because of enemy
fire, but becauss the power-washer that he was using to wash a Humvee was improperly
grounded. These are not isolated incidents, as the Army has acknowledged at least 16
possible cases of electrocution.

Moreover, recently I was extremely dismayed to learn that there has been yet another
report of an American soldier receiving shocks from facilities installed and maintained by
U.S. contractors in Iraq. The Associated Press (AP) reports thet Pfe, Justin Shults was
rendered unconscious and suffered severe burns while showering in Tarmiyah, Iraq. That
these incidents continue to threaten the lives and safety of our fighting men and women
are unacceptable.

Mr, Secretary, I believe you are as outraged as I am by these incidents, and I strongly.
urge that the Department of Defense and its related agencies provide me a detailed

301 CaNnen HOUSE OfricE BuiLoing, WasHingToN, D.C., 2056 * RO2-225-4000 . R
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accounting rogarding the chain of custody for the operation and maintenance of electrical
equipment and facilities that are connected to electrocutions. Also, please provide an
estimate as to when this report will be available.

- Thank you for your leadership and service to our country, and your prompt attention to
this important and tragic issve,

Sincerely, ’ .

Kevin Brady
U.S. House of Representatives
Eighth District of Texas

Ce: The Honorable Gordon S. Heddell, Acting Inspector General Department of Defense
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5T DSTAGT, TEXAS
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HOUSE REPUBLICAN CONFERENCE hiipuicartar.nouse.gov
REPUBLICAN STEERING COMMITTEE 1797 N, 135, Sune 803
Y ‘ NG TX 79064
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February 9, 2009
Hon. Robert Wilkic
Assistant Secretary of Defensc
for Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of Defense
1300 Defense Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301
Dear Hon. Wilkie:

M. John Rockey, President of Rockey Enterprises ragarding requests a copy of the
lease criteria bid for GSA Lease, Solicitation Order $TX2425A, has recently contacted
me. GSA desires to lease approximately 50,000 square feet of office space in San
Antonio to accommodate DOD Tricare Management Activity Center. He is concerns why
his viable Class B property offering is not considered.

T'have enclosed, for your review, copies of the correspondence 1 received. 1 would
appreciate any information you can provide so that I may pass it anng to my constituent.
I trust that this case will receive your full consideration.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Cheryl, Bell County Office, 6544
B South General Bruce Drive, Temple, TX. 76502, phone 254-933-1392. Thank you for

your time.
Sincerely,
John Carter
- Member of Congress
JC:ch
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DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN
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ALAN B. MOLLDHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO

PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA

NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK

JOSE £. SERRANOC, NEW YORK

ROSA L. DELAURO, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS

ED PASTOR, ARZONA

DAVID €. PRICE, NORTH CAROLINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CACFORNIA,
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN BOYD, FLOAIDA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN R ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR., GEDRGIA
MARION BEARY, ARKANSAS

BARBARA LEE. CALIFORNIA

ADAM SCHIFF, CAUFORNIA

MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA

BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESGTA
STEVE 1SRAEL, NEW YORK

TIM RYAN, OHIO

C.A. “DUTCH" RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRO ADDMIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHNT SALAZAR, COLORADO

Honorable Robert Gates

Secretary of Defense

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Congress of the Mnited States

Fouse of Representatives
Committee on Appropriations
AWashington, PE 20515-6015

February 17, 2009

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

C. W, BitL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TGDD TIAHRT, KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, QWA

ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOUR)
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINOIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R. REHBERG., MONTANA
JOHN R. CAATER, TEXAS
RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALYERT, CALIFORNIA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN £, LATOURETTE, CHIO
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

GLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERALY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
(202) 226-2711

Reference is made to my letter dated February 12, 2009, granting authorization to the Honorable
Rush Holt, Chairman of the Select Intelligence Oversight Panel, and Mr. Adam Harris, staff member of
the Commitiee on Appropriations, to travel to Israel on February 20-23, 2009. The purpose of this trip is
to meet with Intelligence Community personng} te discuss conditions in Israel.

The purpose of this addendum letter is to change the dates of travel for the Honorable Rush Holt
to February 19-23, 2003, and to February 18-23, 2009 for Mr. Adam Harris,

It will be appreciated if officials of the Department would assist in making whatever
arrangements are necessary for this travel,

Thank you for assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

7 4
David Obey
Chairman
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February 16, 2009 s a1 ECoHs
Department of Defense
Atin: Congressional Liaison
1300 Defensc Pentagon
Washinglon, DC 20301

RE: Dale Lautenbach ~ Visions Upholstery and Canvas
Dear Congressional Liaison,

1 am writing on behall of my constituent, Mr, Dale Lautenbach, owner of Visions
Upholstery and Canvas, a contractor for the Department of Defense. Mr. Lautenbach
contacted my office for assistance with correcting what he believes to be an injustice
regarding the acceptance of a recent bid (o produce gloves for the DOD.

Mr. Lautenbach sent a bid to the DOD on January 12, 2009, which was the deadline to
bid on the project. Unfortunately. the fax was not received and/or processed by the DOD.
A hard copy of the proposal was also submirted via LS. Mail. Mr. Lautenbach has
alrcady furnished a copy of his fax history that proves that he sent the proposal on time,
however this bid is still being held up by the legal department.

I respectfully request thal you look into this matter to determing if the proposal submitted
by Visions Upholstery and Canvas can be accepted by the DOD. Mr. Lautenbach wishes
to continue his good working relationship with the DOD and also put people back to
work here in northeast Wisconsin. Thank you for your time and consideration in this
matter,

Sincerely,

See %a/m

Steve Kagen, MDD
Member of Congress
SK/M
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Please note that Mr. David Hobbs, NATO PA Secretary General, has been invited
to travel with the delegation from Paris to Vienna.
Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.
Sincerely,
NANCY PELOSI
Speaker

¢c.  The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives



February 9, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary: * .

This is in further reference to my letter of January 15, 2009, regarding Codel John Lewis.

Please note that Turkey, Greece, and the United Arab Emirates have been added to the itinerary.
The following Members and staff are authorized to travel:

The Honorable John Lewis (D-GA)

The Honorable Spencer Bachus (R-AL) and Mr. Stuart Bachus
The Honorable Jim McDermott (D-WA) and Mrs. Therese Hansen
The Honorable Sheila Jackson-Lee (D-TX)

The Honorable Loretta Sanchez (D-CA)

The Honorable Al Green (D-TX)

The Honorable Andre Carson (D-IN) and Mrs. Miriama Carson

Mr. Michael Collins, Floor Asst. to the Chief Deputy Democratic Whip
Mr. Michael Staley, Chief of Staff to Rep. Bachus -

Ms. Jamila Thompson, Senior Policy Advisor to Rep. Lewis

Ms. Brenda Jones, Communications Director to Rep. Lewis

Please note that Mr. Stuart Bachus will be traveling with the delegation on a reimbursable

basis per DOD directive.

Cc:

Thenk you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
NANCY PELO I o

Speaker of the House

The Honorablé Lorraine C. Miller,.Clerk
US House of Representatives.

OSD 01865-09
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CHAKA PATTAL PENRSYLVAMIA SIERN & LIGURETTE. 040
STEVEN A ROTHMAN, NEW JBRSEY February 10, 2009 TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA
e o

: CLERK AND

AOAM SCHEF, %m BEVERLY PHETO
MICHAEL RONDA, " TELEPHONE:
STEVE ;ml.. INEW YORK A {202} 22821
TIM AYAN, OHIO

C.A. "DUTCH™ RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY

CEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA. -
IR0 RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

UNCOLN DAWIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T, SALAZAR, COLORADO

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to Representatives C.W. Bill Young, Rodney
Frelinghuysen, Mike Simpson, and Ken Calvert, members of the Conimittee on Appropriations
and Tom MecLemore, professional staff member of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel
on a CODEL led by Representative Carolyn Maloney to Naples, Rome, and Venice, Italy and
Dublin, Ireland during the approximate time period of April 14-20, 2009. The purpose of this
trip is'to meet with Defense officials at Aviano Air Force Base and Vicenza Army Base to view
operations and discuss resource requirements. In addition, we will meet with US Ambassadors
to Italy and Ireland, as well as senior Italian officials for political/operational updates. Spouses

- are authorized to accompany the Member for reasons of protocol at no expense to the
government.

Necessary expenses and other anthorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid

from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C.
1108(g).

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making

whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via military
aircraft.

Sincerely,

Gt

David R. Obey
Chairman

wimtiii
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Honorable Robert M, Gates

Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301
Dear Secretary Gates:

As the new Administration prepares its ﬁscﬂ year 2010 budget request for missile defense, I hope
you will make providing our combatant commanders sufficient theater missile defense capability your
highest priority within the existing missile defense budget.

The threat from short- and medium-range missiles represents the overwhelming ballistic missile
threat to United States interests, its deployed forces, and friends and allies around the world. Our military
commanders recognize this point. The Joint Capability Mix Study Il (JCM II), conducted by the Joint
Staff'in 2007 to examine theater upper-tier missile defense requirements, concluded that to meet their
minimum warfighing requirements, combatant commanders require neatly twice as many interceptors as
the 96 Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) interceptors and 133 Standard Missile-3 (SM-3)
interceptors currently planned.

In testimony before the Senate Armed Services Committee in 2007, General James Cartwright
stated that his priority with regard to missile defense was to expand, “beyond long-range intercontinental
ballistic missiles to start to address those that hold at threat our forward deployed forces, or allies and our
friends. Those are more in the short- and medium-range ballistic missiles, things that Patriot, Standard
Missile-2 and [Standard Missile]-3 will be able to address, and THAAD as it comes on.”

} Over the past several years, Congress has consistently directed the Department of Defense to
devote greater priority within the existing missile defense program toward countering the short- and
medium-range ballistic missile threat, Commenting on the JCM II recommendations in the Joint
Explanatory Statement that accompanied the Duncan Hunter National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2009 [Public Law 110-417], the bill’s managers stated they were, “decply disappointed that
the Department of Defense has not planned or budgeted for even this minimum requirement, and we
believe that achieving this minimum inventory should be the highest priority for the Missile Defense
Agency. We expect the Department of Defense to budget accordingly starting with the budget submission
for fiscal year 2010.”

I fully agree with President Obama’s position that we should only deploy missile defenses that
have been sufficiently tested and proven to work. Theater missile defense systems, such as Patriot PAC-3,
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THAAD, and Aegis Ballistic Missile Defense (Aegis BMD) meet the President’s criteria. The Director of
Operational Test and Evaluation’s (DOT&E) Fiscal Year 2008 Annual Report stated that “the inherent . -
BMDS defensive capability against theater threats increased during the last fiscal year and DOT&E
expects this trend to continue.” Furthermore, in 2008, the commander of the Navy’s operational test and
evaluation force declared the Aegis BMD 3.6 system to be operationally effective and suitable. .

In addition to the JCM II recommendations, there are other ways to focus our limited investments
in mature systems that address near term threats. The Department should examine the feasibility of
upgrading additional Aegis cniisers and destroyers to be able to' conduct ballistic missile defense
operations. Under the current program of record, anly 22 Aegis cruisers and destroyers are planned fo be
upgraded by the Missile Defense Agency. Given the existing operational demands on these vessels, and
growing requirement by combatant commanders around the world for ballistic missile defense-capable
ships, this assessment should be a priority. I would also encourage you to explore the options for
deploying a land-based version of the SM-3 missile. Such a capability has the potential to expand missile
defense coverage for U.S. deployed forces and our friends and allies around the world

- I recognize that the Administration will likely be forced to make tradeoffs as it develops the fiscal
year 2010 defense budget. Given the need to fund other high priority defense programs, reductions to the
missile defense program may be required. However, due to the existing threat from short- and medium-
~range ballistic missiles, the requirements of our regional combatant commanders, and the strong testing
record of theater missile defense systems, I believe that addressing the recommendations outlined in the
JCM I study (i.e., doubling the number of THAAD and SM-3 interceptors) should be the Department’s
highest priority within the missile defense budget. I ask that you take this into aooount as you develop thc
fiscal  year 2010 budget request «

Thank you for ybur consideration and attention. I look forward to your reépqnse.

Sincerely,

Ut —

Ellen O. Tauscher

Chairman

Subcommittee on Strategic Forces
Committee on Armed Services

ce: Honorable Peter R. Orszag, Director, Office of Management and Budget
Honorable John Young, Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics
Honorzble Michelle Flournoy, Under Secretary of Defense for Policy
Admiral Gary Roughead, Chief of Naval Operations
~ General James Cartwright, Vice Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff
General Kevin Chilton, Commander, U.S. Strategic Command
Lieutenant General Patrick O’Reilly, Director, Missile Defense Agency



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

JOHN P. MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA G o e
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
NORMAN 0. DICKS, WASHINGTON
FRANK R, WOLF, VIRGINIA
ALAN 8. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO RODNEY P FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA .

NITA M. LOWEY. NEW YORK : Tol AN, TENNESSEE

JOSE E SERRANG, NEW YORK u“ r u t z “lt E TOM LATHAN, IOWA

ROSA L. DELAURD, CONNECTICUT 4 ROBERT B, ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI
JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS

1 KAY GRANGER, TEXAS
EpeasTor amzoNa House of Representativgs T a0

JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS - ..
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINOIS

T KENNEDY. RHODE ISLAND - @ﬂmlmtt[l! on g[]l]l'ﬂ[ll'lﬂ[lﬂﬂﬁ . ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
LUGILLE ROVBALALLARD, GALRORNIA ‘ ' - : ) DENNIS R REHBERG,

- ‘ JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA mﬂﬁ mngtﬂn E G 205] s-ﬂO] 5 RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS ’ KEN CALVERT, CAL|FQHN|A
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN 10 BONNER, ALABAMA
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO
CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA TOM COLE, GKLAHOMA
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN. NEW JERSEY
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR., GEORGIA
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS February 4 2009 CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA 1 BEVERLY PHETO
ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA
MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA HONE:
BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA ’ (::;.)E:zs_zm
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK
TIM RYAN, GHIO
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LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORARO

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable Ed Pastor, a Member of
the Commitiee on Appropriations, to travel to Australia and New Zealand, during
the approximate time period of February 13-22, 2009. The purpose of this trip is
to meet with government officials, to review intelligence and energy programs.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this
travel shall be paid from appropriations available for examination of estimates in
the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). Spouses are authorized to
accompany the members of this delegation for reasons of protocoi at no expense
to the government.

Itwill be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist
in making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be
conducted via military aircraft.

Sincerely,
%bey )
Chairman

0OSD 01934-09
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Congress of the Anited States

House of Representatioes
Committee on Appropriations
AWashington, BC 20515-6015

February 17, 2009

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FAANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA

RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY

TODO TIAHAT, KANSAS

2ZALH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, IOWA

ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
4O ANN EMERSON, MISSOUR!
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO
JOHN ABKEY CULBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK. ILLINQIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R. REHBEAG, MONTANA
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS
RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORMA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTQR

ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA BEVERLY PHETO
MICHAEL HONDA, CALFORNIA
TELEPHONE:
M,
BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA 2024 226 277

STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK

TIM RYAN, OHIO

C.A. “DUTCH" AUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY

DEEBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO

The Honorable Robert M, Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to Sarah Young, staff member of the Committee on
Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period of March 4 — 6, 2009, to San Jose,
California. The purpose of this trip is to receive an overview of the plan that authorizes the
creation of a new Enterprise Architecture (EA) to comprehensively resolve persistent electronic
health record issues.

Per diem expenses of not to exceed $109 per day, or the rate specified for High Cost-
Geographical Areas, whichever is higher, plus transportation and other authorized costs, shall be
paid from appropriations available under Public Law 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 1108(g)) for
examination of estimates in the field.

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via
commercial aircraft.

Sincer

0,

David R. Obey
Chairman

OSD 01935-09
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SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., ILLINOS
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STEVEN R. RATHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR., GEORGIA
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ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORN(A

MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA

BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK

TIM RYAN, OHIO

C.A. “DUTCH” RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO

Congress of the Wnited Dtates

Rouse of Representatives
Committee on Appropriations
Aashington, BE 20515-6015

February 23, 2009

Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

C.W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEDRGLA
ROONEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TOODD TIAHRT, KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, IOWA

ROBERT E. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURE
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. BIMPSON, IDAHO
JOHN ABAEY CULBEASON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINOIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R. AEHBERG. MONTANA
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS

RODMEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT. CALIFORNIA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C. LATQURETTE, OHIO
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERALY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
(202) 225-2711

Reference is made to my letter dated February 10, 2009, granting authorization
for members and staff to travel on a CODEL led by Carolyn Maloney, to travel to Naples,
Rome, and Venice, Italy and Dublin, Ireland during the approximate period of

April 14 - 20, 2009,

The purpose of this addendum letter is to additionally authorize Representative
Steven LaTourette to travel on this CODEL.

Thank you for assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

@

David R. Obey
Chairman
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Gongreas of the United States
Washingtou, BE 20515

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr, Secretary,

Last Qctober the United States Congress passed, and President Bush signed into law, the
Code Talkers Recognition Act, Public Law 110-420. Senator Inhofe and 1 were the lead sponsors
of this bill in our respective legislative bodies. The purpose of this act is to award the _
Congressional Medal of Honor to a select group of Native Americans for their heroic service in
World War | or World War 11,

Found within the legislation is a directive asking the Defense Department, giong with the
Treasury Department, to help fully indentify ail individuals who ave deserving of this award.

Section 5, subparagraph (b) states:
The Secretary of Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary of Defense and the tribes, shall:

(1) Determine the identity, to the maximum extent practicable, of each Native American
Tribe that had a member of that tribe serve as a Native American Code Talker, with the
exception of the Navajo Tribe. ,

(2) Include the name of each Native American tribs identified under subparagraph (a)on a
list

(3) Provide the list, and any updates to the list to the Smithsonian Institution for maintenance

Over the last few months our offices have held meetings with officials from the
Department of Defense and the Department of the Treasury in an attempt to movs this process
forward, Afier speaking with all the parties involved, it is our understanding that the Office of
the Army Historian or some other archival department within the Department of Defense has a
tentative list of individuals who would be deemed “Code Talkers” within the definitions of the
recently passed legislation.

Lam writing to ask you to expedite this identification process so that the United States
Congress can move forward in honoring these brave soldiers. I will enclose a copy of the public
law pertinent to this request for your review, If you have any questions about our expedited
request, feel free to contact Tom Wharton (226-2275/Boren) ot Clark Peterson (224-

472 1/Inhofe). '

Sincerely, Sincel

James Inhofe Dan Boren
United States Senator Member of the House of Representatives

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

SD 01986-09

EnaeE




February 10, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

US, Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter will authotize the Honorable Earl Pomeroy, a member of the House
Democracy Assistance Commission (HDAC), to lead a delegation to Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Kosovo, and Macedonia on official business during the approximate time
period of April 4-10, 2009.

The main purpose of this trip is to conduct meetings with members of the Kosovo
. Assembly and the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia in conjunction with the
mission of the Commission, In Bosnia, the delegation will meet with members of the
national parliament, the national executive, and other leaders to better understand the
constitutional reform process and to discuss HDAC efforts within the region. A listof -
authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date. Spouses of Members may travel
at no cost to the government for protocol purpos&e only.

[t would be appreclated if the Department of Defense would furish such
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as
well as Marine escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C.
1108(g).

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

Since:ely,

NANCY Pq.os

cc:  The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller; Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives

- OS 5987-09
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February 5, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary -

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301 ®»

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This is in further reference to my letter of January 22, 2009, regarding Codel
Bocehner. Please note that the delegation will no longer be traveling to Turkey, but has
added Belgium to the itinerary.

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
NANCY PEZ()SI
Speaker of the House

¢c:  The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives
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CAROL SHEA-PORTER

FiRsT DISTRICT, NEW HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

READINESS
MILTARY PERSONNEL

1330 LonGWORTH House OrFrce Buoing
WasHinoTan, DC 20618
1202) 225-5456
(202) 225-5822 (Fax)
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'WORKFORCE PROTECTION
HeALTHY FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES
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“lo00 2454813 Washington, BE 20515 s s

(60317438656 tFax) F bI'll 1 7 2009 www.shea-portes.house.gov
cbruary 1/, ’ o
- The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
The Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301-1000
Dear Mr. Secretary:

We are writing to express our concern about recent reports that the Department of
Defense has awarded KBR a $35.4 million contract that includes major electrical projects
and request that you review the contract award and report to us explaining why the
contract award was made to KBR, given its long record of deficient electrical work in

Iraq.

As you are aware, KBR has held a contract for building maintenance for U.S. military
facilities in Iraq since 2003. During this time, there have been numerous investigations
into the dangers KBR’s faulty electrical work is creating for our military personnel. The
Department of Defense Inspector General is currently investigating the electrocution
deaths of 18 Americans (16 soldiers and 2 contractors) in KBR-maintained facilities.
KBR is under criminal investigation for the electrocution deaths of several U.S. soldiers
inIrag. The House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform conducted an in-
depth investigation into the problem of electrocutions in U.S. facilities in Iraq and the
death of Staff Sgt. Ryan Maseth, 24, a decorated Green Beret electrocuted in his shower
on January 2; 2008. The Committee’s investigation showed that KBR was alerted to the
deficiencies in this and other cases, but failed to take corrective action. In 2008, the
Defense Contract Management Agency (DCMA) issued a “Level 11l Corrective Action
Request” to KBR, indicating that the contractor was in “serious non-compliance.” This
action request, the final warning before a contract is terminated, points to KBR’s
continuing failure to ensure electrical safety for our troops. With this history, it is not
surprising that Capt. David J. Graff, commander of the DCMA’s International Division,
was quoted in an Associated Press article, stating that “many within DOD have lost or are
losing all remaining confidence in KBR’s ability to successfully and repeatedly perform
the required. electrical support services mission in Iraq.”

Despite these serious, ongoing concerns, the Department of Defense has awarded KBR a
new contract that includes the type of work that KBR failed to perform adequately for
years. Threats to the safety and lives of soldiers or others because of known hazards and
negligent performance of work are not acceptable.



We would therefore appreciate a thorough review of the recent contract award to KBR.
At the very least, when our soldiers put their lives on the line for us in a war zone, we not
only owe them the assurance that they will not be electrocuted in the shower on their
return from a mission, but also that those who provide them with services put our
soldiers' safety ahead of their profits.

Thank you for your consideration, and we look forward to your response.
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COMMITTEES:
TRANSPORTATION AND
INFRASTRUCTURE
SUBCOMMITTEES:

RaILROADS, PIPELINES, AND
HazarDoUS MATERIALS

HARRY TEAGUE

2no DisTRICT, NEW Mexica

WASHINGTON QFFICE:
1007 LoNGWORTH House OFRcE BULDING
WasHInGTON, DC 20515
PHONE: (202} 2252365

—— Congress of the United States

http:/teague.house.gov

WATER, RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT

VETERANS' AFFAIRS

Bouse of Repregentatives VETERANS' AFFAIRS
Washington, BE 20515-3102 HeaTH

February 17, 2009

The Honorable Dr. Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

I'am writing to update you on the situation regarding the improper administration of insulin at
William Beaumont Army Medical Center (WBAMC) in El Paso, Texas.

On February 5, 2009, I wrote to WBAMC Commander, Colonel James Baunchalk, requesting
answers to questions I had about the incident. Last Friday, February 13, 2009, Colonel
Baunchalk responded in writing to my list of questions. Those responses are attached for your
information. Colonel Baunchalk’s staff has also been in contact with my office and has provided
me with the following pieces of information:

Of the 2,114 persons that may have received an insulin injection with the “pen device”,
1,188 persons have been contacted.

144 persons have died due to conditions unrelated to this incident.
.630 persons have had blood drawn for testing.
33.4% (or 658 of the 1,970 living persons) are veterans..
782 (or 39.69%) have yet to be contacted.
In addition, this Saturday, February 13, 2009, I visited WBAMC and viewed the insulin injection

device that was improperly used. I received a briefing on the proper procedure for the insulin
pen, as well as a tour of the hospital.

DISTRICT OFFICES:
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Fax; {575) 393-0026 Fax: {575) 523-8799 Fax: (575) 835-8931
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The events that have transpired at William Beaumont are unacceptable. Although I have been
informed that investigations are planned, we still do not now have an understanding of how the
mistake could have occurred. I believe that WBAMC patients who received the shots face -
serious health risks, and I have made it clear that I view this situation with the utmost
seriousness. '

I ask you to closely monitor the situation at WBAMC to make sure affected patit;nts are
contacted, tested, and, if necessary, expeditiously treated. Your oversight of the investigations is
also important to ensure they are exhaustive and impartial.

Ilook forward to working with your office on a solution that prevents this from happening again.

If you have any other questions in regards to this matter, please feel free to contact me at 202-
225-2365.

Sincerely,

Harry Teague
Member of Congress




Gongress of the Wnited Stutes
Hashington, BE 20515
February 10, 2009

The Honorable Robert M Gates'
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
1400 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Secretary Gates,

Congratulations on your reappointment as our nation’s Secretary of Defense. I am extremely
appreciative and grateful to you for your outstanding service to our nation as an Air Force oﬁiper,
senior intelligence official and unyielding advocate for the men and women serving in our nation’s
Armed Services. In the coming years, I am confident that your leadership will guide the Department .
of Defense to more actively promote the heaith and wellbeing of our men and women in uniform.

Recently, the United States Army announced that suicide rates among Active Duty, Reserve and
National Guard troops reached a record high in 2008, surpassing nationwide civilian rates. While the
cause for this dramatic increase is still being investigated, it is evident that greater emphasis needs to
be put on the mental health of our men and women in uniform and those retired veterans who preceded
them,

Today, we know more about post traumatic stress disorder, traumatic brain injury and depression than
we have at any point in our history. Medical professionals now have the ability to treat or even prevent
these disorders if they are addressed quickly. Unfortunately, many sufferers are umnformed of their
options, unable to access them or are too embarrassed to seek help.

In light of these rising suicides, Congress and the current Administration have a responsibility to
promote and fund initiatives that make mental health care an ongoing process for all military
personnel, beginning at enlistment and continuing long after returning from combat. Our troops and
veterans should never be made to teel weak or abandoned when seeking prufessional help. By fully
funding and properly prioritizing -nilitary and Veterans Administration mental health initiatives, we
can counteract the pervasive culture of denial and push a new culture of acceptance and treatment.

In the coming months; I look forward to working with you and your staff in redoubling our eﬂbrts o
provide quality mental health services to all service members, past and present. Thank you again for
all of your efforts and I look forward to working with you on this critical issue.

Member of Congress

____OSD 02178-09
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Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

This letter is to authorize Juan Lara, Majority Staff Director of the Subcommittee on Economic
Opportunity; Mike Brinck, Minority Staff Director of the Subcommittee on Economic
Opportunity to travel on official committee oversight business to Sites in Florida ﬁo_rn February
16 to February 19, 2009. The purpose of the travel is to visit various Transition Assistance
Program Workshops in Jacksonville, MacDill, and Key West.

The expenditure of funds for payment and actual expenses and transportation is. autk.:orizcd by
Tide 31, U.S.C 1108(g). Travel will be conducted by military and/or commferclal aircraft up to
business class, including foreign flag carriers when U.S. carriers are not available.

If there are any questions, please have your staff coordinate with Mr. Juan Lara at (202) 226-
5491 or Mike Brinck at (202) 226-3668. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

BOB FILNER
Chairman

BF/jl -







Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

QW?M

NANCY PELOSI
Speaker of the House

cc:  The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives




February 13, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary
U.S, Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

" Dear Mr. Secretary:

This is in further reference to my letter of February 11, 2009, regarding my codel
to Italy and Southwest Asia.

Please note that Mr. Liam Wasley, US Department of State, has been invited to
travel with the delegation in Italy.

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
NANCY PELOSI

Speaker of the House

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C, Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives

OSD 022
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February 13, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary
U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter will authorize Ms. Janice McKinney, Assistant Director of the Office
of Interparliamentary Affairs, to join the Committee on Foreign Affairs Codel Engel to
Mexico, Nicaragua, and Jamaica during the approximate period of February 16-22, 2009.
The purpose of the trip is to meet with government and non-government leaders in
Mexico, Nicaragua, and Jamaica to discuss relations with the U.S., regional security and
narco-trafficking, and balateral trade

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance
as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Air
Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for
the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Thank you in advance for your prompt atiention to this matter.
Sincerely, ?

NANCY PELOSI
Speaker of the House

cc; The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20815

Oavip PRICE
FOURTH DiSTRICT
NORTH CAROLINA

March 3, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary

United States Department of Defense
100 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates,

I want to flag a matter now before you, the construction of the North Carolina
National Guard’s Joint Forces Headquarters in Raleigh, NC. This facility will
not only serve as the nerve center for our state Guard operations; it will also
house our State Emergency Operations Center. This project and several
million dollars in state funding have been on hold awaiting federal funding.

Tunderstand that a decision to provide funding for the project is now pending

in your office; ] strongly encourage you to approve the funding. I would be
eager to discuss any questions you may have about the project.

e ﬂ’f‘ﬂ. " Sincerely,

J e LR

Wﬁuf v Member of Congress
W) k -
Lo
A

B

0SD 02209-09

(RR NG A






February 13, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Departmment of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter will authorize the Honorable Lois Capps, a member ot: t.he House
Democracy Assistance Commission (HDAC), to lead a delegation to Haiti on official
business during the approximate time period of May 7-12, 2009.

The main purpose of this trip is to conduct meetings with members of the Haitian
Parliament in conjunction with the mission of the Commission. Meetings with executive
branch officials and site visits to USAID/Haiti projects are also envisioned. A list of
authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date. Spouses of Members may travel
at no cost to the government for protocol purposes only.

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as
well as Marine escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C.
1108(g).

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
NANCY PHLOSI
Speaker

cc:  The Honorable Lotraine C. Miller, Cleﬂc'
U.S. House of Representatives



@ongress of the Hnited States
MWashington, BE 20515

February 23, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Department of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

We are writing to request that you promptly and fully distribute authorized compensation to members of
our Armed Forces whose service has been extended by the Department of Defense’s stop loss policy.

Over the past seven years, over 160,000 military personnel have had their service duty contracts
extended due to stop loss orders. Today, there are over 12,000 soldiers in the active Army, Army Reserve and
Army National Guard who remain on active duty beyond their scheduled separation date as a result of stop loss.
This policy especially impacts the National Guard and Reservists, many of whom have already been deployed
much longer than they expected. This is why we introduced legislation in the 1 10" Congress to provide
payments to service members for each month they are extended as a result of stop loss.

On September 30, 2008, the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing Appropriations -
Act, 2009 was signed into law (P.L. 110-329). The bili provided that all military personnel that have had their .-
service duty contracts involuntarily extended due to stop loss orders, during Fiscal Year 2009 will receive .~
compensation. The bill also allocated $72 million for the compensation, thus providing enough to compensate
each soldier with the full $500 amount.

It has been nearly five months since the bill was signed into law and stop loss compensation payments
have yet to be distributed. We urge you to work with the House and Senate Appropriations Defense
Subcommittees to develop a thorough and appropriate disbursement plan as quickly as possible to fulfill the
Department’s obligations under P.L. 110-329. Our soldiers are heroically and bravely defending our country
abroad, and they are awaiting the much-deserved recognition and compensation for the unforeseen sacrifice so
many have been called on to perform.

Thank you for your prompt attention and your consideration of this important request.

Sincerely,

B% Sutton Lo ~ Frank Lautenberg
OSD 022 1-09
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The Honozabls Barack Obama

The Whits House

Washingtoa, D.C.

Dear Mr. Pregident:

i

If reports are accurate, it i¢ our understanding that you sent & letter to Russian President
Medvedev last month suggesting your Administration would halt the development of a European missile
defense system in exchange for Russian assistance to stop Iran from developing nuclear warheadsand -
ballistic raissiles. We are concerned that the Administration may be undertaking s surprisingly unilateral
action. Though we share your strong devetion to our national security and the security of our allies, we
believe it is unwise and premiature 1o offer such a conceseion. We urge you to clarify your .
Administration’s position and respectfully caution egainst a policy that relies too heavily on Russian
cooperation.

Reports of the letter Iara disconcerting for a rumber of reasons, Foremost, the policy does not .
edequately recognize the thraat posed by Iran, Moreaver, it rests on 2 questionable assumption that
Russia can effectively curb Jran's muiclaar smbitions and weakens our position in future bilateral
negotiations. Lastly, it undermines NATO's endorsement of the Buropean missile defense proposal. In
particular, it undercuts our alliss—the Czech Republic and Poland—swho reccived bipartisan assurances
that onca they approved the missile defenss agraaments, the U.S. would provide support and funding.

Russia’s sctions, particularly in Bastemn Burope, give us little confidence that they can be relied

upon to follow threugh with such a commitment. Over the Jast year, as you kmow, Rusaia hes pursued 2
. divisive policy to re-exert its Soviet.ers, gphere of influence. During this time, Russia invaded Geargia,

intimidated other nations from joining NATO, and threatened to target Eastern Europe with suclear
missiles should the proposed Buropean missile defense sites be built. Further, amidst a global economic
crisis, Russia has disropted ts of natural gas to Europe for the yecond tims in three years. Most
recently, Russia used financial incentives to permade Kyrgyzstan to deny the U.S, access 1 its Manas
military base in order to support coalition operations in Afghanistan. Given these events, we seriously
question reliance upon Russia’s suppart for & common approach on Iran or missile defense.

Iran has clearly indicated they have no intention of halting their nuclear or ballistic missile
programs, and their recent actions substantiate this point. Last month, they [aunched a satellite into orbit
using dual-use, long-range ballistic missile technology. Last weekand, the Chairman of the Jaint Chiefs
of Staff announced that [van has enough enriched uratium for a nuclear weapon, Two weeks 2go, the
International Atomic Energy Agency found that Iran underestimated by a third how much uranivm it has
enriched and noted that Iran ias a total of 5,600 centrifuges—an inerease from the 3,800 listed in a
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November 2008 rapart—despite three rounds of Uhnited Nations Secusity Councit sanctrions, -
Despite these developments, Russian leadsts have indicated 2 fundamental disagreemant with the

West’s views on the threat fosed by Iran. Simply put, they apparently do not see a threat, Furthecmore,

Moscow contizues to beaefit economically from jts support of Iran’s nuclear program, specifically
through the Bushebr nuclear reactor it bas helpad fran build. For all these reasons, we remain skeptical
that Russia would be in a position to halt Iran’s nucléar and ballistie missile ambitions, and cevtious ofa
strategy that relies on that nation’s action vis-3-vis Iran to protect us and our allies.

Furthermore, we anticipate bilatera) ams control negations with Russia this yeer and are
concerned that any concessions promised in this regard may prejudice favorable outcomes. As Robert
Kagan recently noted, “If Russian leaders believe that the United States is Jooking for a way out... they
will negotiate accordingly. They might ask why they should make & dsel at all.” If Russia perceives it
can gain U.S, concessions on missile defense now, will it be more likely to demand greater concessions
leter in négotiations on arms control, nonproliferation, and counter-terrorism?

Lastly, a3 you know, the Buropean missile defenss proposal is a NATO policy. During Jast
year's Bucharest Sugmit, its leaders endorsed the proposal 1o place 10 intexceptors in Poland and a radar
in the Czech Republic, citing its “substantial contribution to the protection of Allies.” According to the
studies we've geen, this proposal is cost-effective and the technology, which is largely based on systems
fielded today in Alaska and Californis, works. Should the United States jettison this proposal, we risk
losing our credibility both in the alliance and as » global leader in building collective security. In today*s

hoo2

complex geapolitical environment, our relationship with our allies and friends is paramount to addressing

our mutugl security concerns. What message does it send to our allies—specifically the Czech Republic
and Polend—that the United States may not carry out its security commitments?

We strongly support the goal of preveating bran fiom developing nuclear weapons and ballistic
wmissiles, and believe it is in Russia®s interssts to work with the intsmational community to achieve this
gral. However, we do not belicve that terminating the European missile defense proposal in exchangs
for Russian assistance with Jran is the beat course of action to meet our national security objectives.

Mr. President, in the future, we hope you will choose consultation with the Congress and our
allies instead of unilateral action when crafling such important palicy proposals. There is bipactisan
support in Congress for Evropean missile defanse and we-look forward to the clarification of your
position on this vital issue. As you discuss our collestive security challenges with the intemational
commmmnity, we encourage you to send a clear, transparent, and consistent message to our allies that we *
will honer our collcetive security commitaents. g

Sincerely,

QA'/J@ Mo

M. McHiugh ' Michasl Turner
ing Member Member of Congress

}
Cc: The Honoreble Hillary Clinton
Cs: The Honorable Robert Gates
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STAFF OIRECTOR Febmary 18, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

This letter is to authorize Juan Lara, Majority Staff Director of the Subcommittee
on Economic Opportunity; Mike Brinck, Minority Staff Director of the
Subcommittee on Economic Oppertunity to travel on official committee oversight
business to sites in Washlngton from April 6 to April 10, 2009. The purpose of
travel is to attend various Transition Assistance Program Workshops in Ft. Lewis
AFB, Bremerton AFB, McChord AFB, and Falrchlld -AFB, Washington.

The expenditure of funds for payment and actual expenses and transportation is
authorized by Title 31, U.S.C 1108(g). Travel will be conducted by military and/or
commercial aircraft up to business class, including foreign flag carriers when U.S.
carriers are not available.

If there are any questions, please have your staff coordinate with Juan Lara at (202)
226-5491 and Mike Brinck at (202) 226-3668. Thank you for your assistance in
this matter. -

Sincerely,

BOB FILNER
_ Chairman.

J L/ot
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U.%. Douge of Representatives -
Committee on Agriculture :
Washington, BEL 20515

February 19, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter is to serve as an amendment to the authorization letter for an Agriculture Committee
fact-finding Congressional Delegation to be lead by the Tim Holden of Pennsylvania, a member of this
Committee, to Senegal, Mali, and Ghana during the period April 3 to April 17, 2009, (reference
authorization letter dated December 31, 2008, changing countries from Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia and
airdrop in Sudan).

I request the Department of Defense to furnish such assistance, including transportation and
military escort, as may be required to facilitate this trip. For purposes of protocol, Members® spouses
may attend at no additional cost to the U.S. government. It is anticipated that a minimum of five (5)
Members, plus spouses and staff, are expected to join the CODEL. The expenditure of funds for the
payment of actual and necessary expenses and of such transportation as may be required is authorized
pursuant to Title 31, U.S.C. 1108(g).

It would be appreciated if officials of the Department would assist in making whatever
arrangements are necessary for this travel, including transportation. Furthermore, it is requested that
the Army Liaison staff be authorized to accompany this CODEL. Thank you very much for your
continued support and assistance. If you have further questions, please contact Wynn J Bott jn the
Committee’s office at (202) 225-2171.

Sincerely,

O Q0

Collin C. Peterson
Chairman

CCP:wb
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JOE DONNELLY

Znw DHETRIGT, INOIANA
FINANCIAL SE i;vsces e )
R Gangtess of the Wnited States
VETERANS' AFFAINS Houge of Representatives
Washtngton, BE 20515
VIA FAX
March 2, 2009
The Honorable Robert Wilkie

Assistant Secretary of Defense
~ U.S. Department of Defense

1300 Defense Pentegon

Washingion, DC 20301-1300

Dear Hoporable Wilkie:

PAGE ©2/@7

1216 Longworm House OshCE BUILDING
WagmnaTon, OC 20513
1202) 2258915
Fax: {202) 2256738

CISTRLY OFACER
2G7 WeST GOLFAX
SoUTH Beno. IN 45601
{574] 286-2760
Fax: (874) 2887825

LaPonre Cointy COMPLEX
809 STaTe SrAser. Noom 6018
LAFORTS, IN 45350
(219) 726-68080 axt. 414
Fax: (374 2082808

300 EAST BroACwAY, SUrre #102
LogangronT, IN 465847
{624} 7822671
tax: (67¢) 7537614

I am writing on behalf of my constituent Mrs. Kathe Kain. Kathe runs a business, Sports-
0-Zons, that manufactures a Decon-Zone machine that reduces the odors, bacteria,
viruges, and mold on gear after just one use. It is already in use by the U.S. Marine Corps
Bases in Okanawa and Camp LeJeune, by the United States Air Force at Elmendorf Air
Force Base and Peterson Air Force Base, by the Asymmetric Warfare Group at Fort
Meade and the Total Force Maneuver Support Center at Fort Leonard Wood. With this
proven track record, they feel that they have a valuable product for many other bases and

units.

I write you to ask that you please grant every consideration consistent with U.S. law and
applicable regulation in order to help in this case. If you have any further questions, you
can contact my case manager Peter Gehred at peter.gchred@mail house. gov or call him at

(574) 288-2780.

Regards, ‘
Joe Donnetly
Member of Congress
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MARCIA L FUDGE, OHIO
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PEDRO R. PIERLLRS), PUERTO Rico
GREGORIO SABLAN, N. MARIAMA ISLANDS

DINA TITUS, NEVADA . February 19, 2009

Mr. Christian P. Marrone

Acting Assistant Secretary for Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of Defense

1300 Defense — Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Marrone:

I would like to extend an invitation to you to testify before the Committee on Education and Labor at the hearing
entitled “Renewing America Through National Service and Volunteerism’ to be held on Wednesday, February 25,
2009 at 10 a.m. in 2175 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington, D.C.

You will be given 5 minutes to testify. The lighting system located at the witness table will indicate when you can
begin your testimony and how much time you have left. The light will turn yellow when you have 1 minute left
and red when your time has expired. Once all witnesses have finished their testimony, the Members will have 5
minutes each to comment and ask questions of witnesses.

Also, pursuant to House Rule X1, Clause 2(g), witnesses testifying before the Committee must meet witness
disclosure requirements. Please complete the attached “Truth in Testimony” form and return to Tylease Alli of the
Committee staff via fax at 202-225-2350. Please provide the following 48 hours prior to the date of the hearing: a
brief summary of your testimony, a brief biography, the “Truth in Testlmony” form, and 50 copies of your
testimony. Please be advised that this 48 hour deadline for testimony is the absolute deadline. Testimony
should be submitted earlier to Alejandra Ceja of the Committee staff if she advises you to do so. If you have
any questions regarding deadlines for the submission of testimony please contact Ms. Ceja. In addition, the
Committee would like to make your written testimony available on our webpage, at http://edlabor.house.gov/. To
do this, we ask that you send an electronic version of your statement in Microsoft Word format as an attachment to
an e-mail to Tylease Alli (tylease.alli@mail house.gov). If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact
Ms. Alli at 202-226-1848.

[ would like to thank you in advance for your time and interest in this matter. Ilook forward to hearing your
testimony.

Sincerely,

RGE MILLE 09
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Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

On Tuesday, March 17, 2009, the Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations
of the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs will conduct a hearing on The Vision
Center for Excellence: What Has Been Accomplished in Thirteen Months. This
hearing will be held at 10:00 a.m. in room 334 of the Cannon House Office
Building.

The Subcommittee invites Ward Cascells, MD, Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Health Affairs, U.S. Department of Defense, and Colonel Donald A. Gagliano,
USA, MD, Director, Military Eye Trauma Vision Center of Excellence, U.S.
Department of Defense. Dr. Cascells and Colonel Gagliano will be recognized for
five minutes each, and their complete written statement will be made part of the
hearing record. Please confirm Dr. Cascell’s and Colonel Gagliano's attendance
by having staff contact Mr. Todd Chambers at (202) 225-3569.

Please submit 75 copies of written testimony, and a biography, to Mr. Todd
Chambers at 337A Cannon House Office Building by 3:00 p.m. on Friday, Mafch
13, 2009. To reduce costs and facilitate the inclusion of the written testimony in
the printed record of the hearing, please provide one copy of the testimony
prepared in accordance with the enclosed formatting requirements.

SD 0249




Honorable Robert M. Gates
March 9, 2009
Page 2

Due to heightened security precautions, please note that all Congressional
mail delivery is delayed and commercial delivery services are prohibited.
Therefore, you must contact our staff at (202) 225-3569 to make
arrangements for a representative from your organization to hand deliver
your testimony.

The Committee provides public access to its hearing statements on the Internet
through the World Wide Web at the House of Representatives
(http://veterans.house.gov) and the Library of Congress (attp://thomas.loc.gov).

To facilitate this public access, please send an electronic copy of your testimony to
Mr. Todd Chambers at Todd.Chambers@mail house.gov. Ideally, the electronic
copy should be in Microsoft Word format. Additionally, the hearings are now
broadcast live, in real time, over the Internet, and are archived on our Web site so
they may be accessed following each hearing.

We look forward to hearing the views of the organization on this matter. Please
contact Geoffrey Bestor, Staff Director of the Subcommittee on Oversight and
Investigations, at (202) 225-3569 if you have any questions. -

Sincerely,

Moy £ Wilhop |

HARRY E. MITCHELL
Chairman
Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations

GB/te
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The Honorable Robert Gates . I -f/
U.S. Department of Defense —
The Pentagon -

PLease ResPonD To:

(]

Washington, D.C. 20301-0001
Dear Secretary Gates:

My office is hosting the 12% Congressional District Annual Grants Conference on Monday, June
15, 2009 from 8:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. at Johnson C. Smith University in Charlotte, NC. This
Conference will provide my constituents throughout the 12" Congressional District an
opportunity to meet with representatives from federal agencies and leam about the federal grant
application process.

I am writing to request your assistance by providing a representative from your agency to serve
as a Conference presenter. Each presenter is asked to provide an overview of your agency’s
application process and funding programs,

Please confirm your agency’s participation by contacting my Grant Conference Coordinator,
Tamara Stinson, at (704) 344-9950 or Tamara. Stinson@mail.house.gov by Friday, April 3, 2009.
Ilook forward to your agency’s involvement. Thank you for your support of this effort.

Sincerely,

oot

Melvin L Watt
MLWi/ts

.OSID 0256609
MG A RREGAwN

2236 RayBurN House OFFice Bunoing 1230 WEST MOREHEAD STREET O 301 Sout Greene StreeT
WasHINGTON, DC 20515-3312 UITE 306 ’ Sure 210

(202] 2251510 CHamLOTTE, NC 28208-5214 GREENSBOR, NC 27401
Fax: (202} 225-1512 ‘ {704) 344-5950 (336) 275-9950
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Uongress of the Nuited States

finuge of Representatioes
- Washington, BC 20515-3225

February 25, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

I am writing to express my strong support for the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye
program and request your consideration of a reprogramming of funds for Fiscal Year
2009. Iam aware of significant undesired consequences for the E-2D program as a result
of the enacted funding levels for Fiscal Year 2009, and I urge your personal attention to
this issue,

As you know, the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye program continues to perform
satisfactorily on both cost and schedule. Since enactment of the appropriations bill, an
Operational Assessment has been completed and the program remains on track to receive
Milestone C approval in Spring 2009. After reviewing the final appropriated levels for
this program in Fiscal Year 2009, however, [ am concerned that current funding will be
inadequate to sustain this program in transition from development to low rate production.
I believe there are negative impacts to both the cost and delivery schedule of these
aircraft. .

Therefore, I request that you reprogram funds in Fiscal Year 2009 to support the
procurement of the third Low Rate Initial Production (LRIP) Lot I aircraft in Fiscal Year
2009, and provide advance procurement for the third Lot II aircraft in Fiscal Year 2010.
Furthermore, I urge you to ensure that the Fiscal Year 2010 request includes procurement
funding for all three LRIP Lot II aircraft.

I thank you for your consideration of this request, and I look forward to your
strong support for prioritizing reprogramming of Fiscal Year 2009 funding for the E-2D

program
Sincgzely,
’&u/ /% ‘M.C.

cc: The Honorable Donald Winter, Secretary of the Navy
ADM Gary Roughead, Chief of Naval Operations

OSD (2569-09
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WasHinGgTON, DC 20515
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o o Congress of the @amteh States
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104 WASHINGTON STREET NATIONAL PARKS, FORESTS AND
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(603) 743-4813 THashington, BL 20515 '
(603) 743-8656 (Fa Februal'y 26, 2009 www.shea-porter.house.gov

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
~ Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

I am writing to correct a sentence contained in my letter, co-signed by 18 of my collcagues,
which I sent to you on February 17, 2009,

While the letter accurately stated that the Department of Defense Inspector General is currently i
investigating the electrocution deaths of 18 Americans (16 soldiers and 2 contractots), my office

inaccurately stated that all of the electrocutions were "in KBR-maintained facilities.” It has come

to my attention that some of these incidents did not occur in KBR-maintained facilities, This

misstatement does not diminish my concern about a contract involving major electrical work !
being awarded to a company under investigation for the electrocution deaths of American !
soldiers,

I hope this clarification resolves any confusion.
Sincerely,

(oud Shes- Vot

Carol Shea-Porter
Member of Congress



February 25, 2009

The Honorable Robert M, Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Sef:retary:

This letter will authorize the Honorable David Price, Chairman of the House
Democracy Assistance Commission (HDAC), to lead a delegation to Mongolia,
Indonesia, and Timor-Leste on official business during the approximate time period of
May 22-31, 2009.

The main purpose of this trip is to conduct meetings with members of the Great
State Hural of Mongolia, the House of Representatives in Indonesia, and the National
Parliament of Timor-Leste in conjunction with the mission of the Commission, A list of
authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date. Spouses of Members may travel
at no cost to the government for protocol purposes only.

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this missioq, as
well as Marine escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C.
1108(g). v

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

Smcerely, ?
NANCY PELOSI
Speaker

cc:  The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
T U S, House of chresentanves
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February 25, 2009

Dr. Robert M. Gates

Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates,

In October of 2008, President Bush signed into law the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2009. An essential part of that Act was the establishment of the
Military Leadership Diversity Commission. Creation of this commission is the fruit of
numerous meetings between senior members of the Pentagon, including former
Undersecretary Gordon England and each of the Service Chiefs, former General Officers,
and members of the Congressional Black Caucus dating back to October of 2007.

We share the goal of making sure that our military and its senior-leadership reflects our
larger American society;:and to that end I have been looking forward to the Commission
beginning its task : “conducting a comprehens:ve evaluation and assessment of policies-
that provide opportunities for the promotion and advancement of mmonty members of
the Armed Forces, including minority members who are senior officers.”

The work of this Commission will give Congress a better idea of how to address the
continuing issues hampering our senior military service members. "The simple fact is that
minorities are overrepresented at the enlisted level and underrepresented at the officer
level. This dxscrepancy becomes more acute at the General and Flag Officer level. We all
understand that given the nature of longevity and time in grade requirements that - .
rcctlfymg this discrepancy will be by definition a slow process. It will take time @ grew
today’s junior officers into tomorrow’s senior leaders: That is all the more incentive to
act now and to act rapidly to ensure that military leadership 30 years from now more
accurately reflects our society.

The NDAA set a deadline for appointment the Commission’s members of not later than
60 days after the date of enactment for the Commission’s establishment; it is my
understanding that only very recently did you receive nominations from all relevant
services and that now the Commission awaits your approval of these nominees. To me,

f!llﬂlﬂlﬂllWlllilWHM | | w,mmn |
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the issue of diversity is also an issue of national security as we are better served by the
wide range of talents, experiences and capabilities that each group can bring to the table.
The U.S. military has long been at the forefront of maximizing diversity in our nation, but
we must continue to build on past successes. I know that the effort to build upon that
diversity is a goal that you and I share, and I look forward to your response and to the
timely forming of the Military Leadership Diversity Commission.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact my staff for support, advice or
recommendations.

endrick B. Meek
Member of Congress
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February 24, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Department of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

We are contacting you today in support of a public-private partnership being developed between
Stevens Institute of Technology and McGuire Air Force Base in New Jersey that is succeggfully
working to ensure our military becomes independent of foreign oil and fossil fuels. In addition,
this work will foster new technologies, create jobs and spur economic development throughout
Southern New Jersey, and we urge you to consider committing $3.5 million worth of defense
funding from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funding to this important initiative.

As altemative energy technology matures, it is imperative that new concepts of renewable energy
production are tested and proven in the field. Military bases are ideally suited to serve as national
test beds for the development of affordable alternative energy. Stevens Institute of Technology,
in coliaboration with the private sector, has developed innovative carbon neutral technologies that
¢an be implemented now in the field to validate the concept of operations for distributed
alternative energy systoms that can meet a major portion of the demand of military bases.
McGuire Air Force Base is committed to becoming a model base where alternative enargy
technology is tested at full scale and its efficacy is proven. The funding we are requesting would
be used to install, operate and test proven biofuel alternative energy technology at McGuire Air
Force Base.

This program will demonstrate the efficiency and affordability of biofuel technology to our Nation's
military bases, create hundreds of jobs in Southern New Jersey over the next two years, foster a
new industry that creates thousands of jobs nationwide, and become the kemel of innovation that
can transfer best practices to the rest of our military establishments for years to come. We have
attached additional information regarding this project to this letter for your consideration.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this request. Qur offices are prepared to provide you with
any additional information you may require or answer any questions you may have about this
initiative.

Cc: Wayne Amy, Undersecretary for Defense Installations and Environment

Sinéerely.

Robert E. Andrews ¥/
Member of Congress

1
THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS \ﬂlu“h




DEMOCRATS REPUBLICANS

806 FILMER, CALIFORNIA, CHAIRMAN STEVE BUVER, INDIANA, RANKING
TEARNS, FLORIDA

CORRINE BROWN, FLORIDA fla'::\? MORANS,' KANSAS

viC am:in, AmugAs . , HENRYE. 9% .:)n; SOUTH CAROLINA

MICHAGL H. MICHAUD. NIAINE JEFFMILLER, FL

STEPHANIE HERSETH SANDLIN, SOUTH DAKOTA ARKANSAS

e e e U.S. House of Representatives o e

DEBORAN L FALVORSON. ILLINOIS COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS o Ay

HARHY TEAGUE, NEW Mexice i goege iy

CIRG 0. AOORIGUEZ, TEXAS ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTM CONGRESS DAvID P. ROE. TN F

JOE DOMNELLY, INDIANA KINGSTON E. SMITH

JERRY MCNERNEY, CALIFORNtA, 335 CaNnON House OFAce BUILDING REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

ZACHARY T. SPACE, GHIO AND CHIEF COUNSEL

TMOTHY J. WALZ, MINNEBOTA WasHINGTON, DC 20515

JOHN M. ADLER, NEW JERSEY

AN KIREPATRICE, ARIZONA http:/iveterans.house.gov

GLENN C. NYE, VIRGINIA

M STy ORECTOR February 27, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
-Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

This letter is to authorize Juan Lara, Majority Staff Director of the Subcommittee
on Economic Opportunity; Mike Brinck, Minority Staff Director of the
Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity to travel on official committee oversight
business to sites in Washington from April 6 to April 10, 2009. The purpose of
travel is to attend various Transition Assistance Program Workshops in Bremerton
Naval Base, Ft. Lewis AFB, McChord AFB, and Fairchild AFB, Washington.

The expenditure of funds for payment and actual expénses and transportation is
authorized by Title 31, U.S.C 1108(g). Travel will be conducted by military and/or
commercial aircraft up to business class, including foreign flag carriers when U.S.
carriers are not available.

If there are any questions, please have your staff coordinate with Juan Lara at (202)
- 226-5491 and Mike Brinck at (202) 226-3668. Thank you for your assistance in
this matter.

Sincerely,
' BOB FILNER
. LY .y - . ‘ Ch . :
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The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

We are writing to call your attention to the requirement that the Department of Defense (DoD)
conduct a space-based interceptor study as mandated by the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance,
and Continuing Appropriations Act, 2009 (Public Law 110-329).

After the Appropriations bill became law, there appeared to be disagreement as to whether or not
the DoD has the legal authority to obligate and expend funds for a space-based interceptor study. The
Congressional Research Service (CRS) delivered a memorandum to Senator Kyl on October 31, 2008,
which concluded, “The Department of Defense appears legally required to obligate and expend $5
million for this space-based interceptor study because section 8006 of the full-year Department of
Defense Appropriations Act, 2009, which was enacted as Division C of P.L. 110-329, states that the
obligation and expenditure of funds for projects for which amounts appropriated exceed amounts
requested in the budget are required by law to be carried out in the manner provided in the tables to the
same extent as if the tables were included in the text of the Act.”

In addition to the clarification provided by the CRS, we learned that in December of 2008, the
Director of the Missile Defense Agency, Lieutenant General Patrick O’Reilly, in a letter to Chairman
Skelton, then Ranking Member Hunter, Chairman Murtha, Ranking Member Young, Chairman Inouye
and Ranking Member Cochran, affirmed that the DoD must, upon the advice of the DoD General
Counsel, conduct the study. MDA proposed to award a contract to a Federally Funded Research and
Development Center in the near future and anticipated the study would be completed as early as summer
2009. We have also learned that Undersecretary of Defense John Young assured Senator John Kyl in a
December 2008 letter, "the Department will comply with the statutory requirement and proceed with the
study.” Finally, the DoD General Counsel issued his opinion that the Department is legally required to
conduct the study in a letter to Chairman Skelton dated February 10, 2009.



Secretary Gates
March 10, 2009
Page 2

Despite the legal requirement to conduct the study and the aforementioned correspondence from
Department officials that they plans to proceed with the study and award a contract, we have been
recently informed that due to political pressure, the DoD has postponed proceeding with the study. We
will not debate the merits of space-based interceptors in this letter because our political opinions on the
matter are irrelevant at this juncture. The purpose of the study is to explore the feasibility and
advisability of the concept. The Congress has already debated the issue and the bill appropriating funds
for the study has been voted on by both chambers of Congress and enacted into law, The Department
should not stall its plans for conducting the study due to pohtlcal pressures and any such action would be
perceived as such.

This study was important to former Ranking Member Hunter and Strategic Forces subcommittee
Ranking Member Everett, and this request continues their work. With a solid legal foundation, we see
no reason to delay proceeding with the study in accordance with the Departments original plans and
intent. We request that you provide us with the timeline for which the Department plans to obligate and
expend the $5 million to conduct the study and the intended recipient of the study contract.

We are happy to discuss any questions related to this matter.

Sincerely,

John M. l{'[{Hugh Michael Turner
Ranking Member Member of Congress
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Congress of the Hnited States
Honse of Representatives
Washington, BE 203 152802

March 11, 2009

The Homnorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

1 appreciate the work the Department of Defense does in providing employment
to people with severe disabilities though service contracts under the AbilityOne Program.
Thave the pleasure of working with Opportunity Village, a community rehabilitation
program in southern Nevada that has been providing job training and employment
services in southem Nevada.

For more than 35 years, Opportunity Village has supported the ainnen and
women at Nellis Air Force Base. Currently, Opportunity Village has a food service
attendant contract and postal service center contract with Nellis. As a result, 43 people
with severe disabilities are employed under these contracts.

. This partnership has provided valuable services at Nellis AFB, and has assisted
people with disabilities. Given this information, I ask that the Department of Defense
reaffirm its commitment to not enrer into contracts or agreements that will result in the
loss of jobs created by the Randolph Sheppard Act, the Javits=Wagner-O’Day Act, or
stall business programs. The AbilityOne Program should be part of the Air Force job
creation efforts, and I urge the Department of Defense to coordinate with AbilityOne
representatives to develop a policy solution that encourages job creation through both the
Morale, Welfare and Recreation program and the AbilityOne Program.

Thank you for your prompt attention to my concerns and please feel free to
contact me for further information. I look forward to working with you on this important
issue.

Sincerely,

A

DEAN HELLER
Member of Congress

e (T
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MALCOM A. SHORTER ’

STAFF OIRECTOR . March 3, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I have authorized Congressman Michael H. Michaud to lead a delegation of
Members and staff from the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs on a fact-finding visit
to Afghanistan and Germany from April 13 to April 18, 2009. The delegation will
include, in addition to Congressman Michaud, Congresswoman Deborah L.
Halvorson of Illinois; Congressman Glenn C. Nye of Virginia; Congressman
Thomas 8. P. Perriello of Virginia, and Congressman David P. Roe of Tennessee;
Cathy Wiblemo, Staff Director for the Subcommittee on Health; and Dolores
Dunn, Republican Staff Director for the Subcommittee. In addition, Vice Admiral
Adam Robinson, Surgeon General of the Navy, and Lieutenant General Eric
Schoomaker, Army Surgeon General, will be in attendance.

The Delegation is currently planning to travel to visit medical facilities in the chain
of care-of OEF service members and se¢ first-hand the level and quality of health
care being provided fo active duty service members in Afghanistan. Participants
will also speak directly with key medical personnel at these facilities in order to
better understand the challenges of combat health care in Afghanistan. They
request briefings and updates from Defense officials knowledgeable on medical
evacuation procedures and policy.

The actual cost of lodging is authorized in the countries to be visited. It would be
appreciated if the Department of Defense could furnish such assistance as may be

D 0265709
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Honorable Robert M. Gates
March 3, 2009
Page 2

required, including transportation, to facilitate this fact-finding visit. The
expenditure of funds for payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized pursuant to Title 31, U.S.C,,
Section 1108 (g).

I wouild also like to request military escorts from the Army Legisl'ative_ Liaisgn.
Office be authorized to accompany the delegation for administrative and logistical
support. :

The CODEL will be authorized to travel on foreign commercial airl'ine carriers
when there has been a determination that a U.S. flag carrier not available to meet )
the scheduling requirements of the traveler consistent with the “Fly America Act.

Thank you for your continued support and assistance. If you have further
questions, please contact Jian Zapata of the Committee staff at 225-9756.

BOB FILNER
Chairman

MS/jz
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“The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Croam OF THE CmvsssOnaL Hisraee.
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" U.S. Department of Defense ‘ s o - Comomenmi oo Ca

1000 Defense Pentagon - " : . . Sauon Your
vWashing‘ton,D.C.20302-1000 ' o - . SRR

DearS:cretaryGat&s

I write with respect to the recent Federal Circuit Court of Appeals’ rulmg in the case of
Rothe Development Corp. v. Department of Defense and Department of the Air Force. 1am
 concerned how the Department of Defense (DOD) will now conduct its contracting processes
and how this determmaton will affect small busmesses in the 20 Congressnonal Districtof
Texas. - :

In 1998 Rothe Development [nc., a wornan owned small business, filed a lawsuit against -
DOD claiming it had lost 2 contract, for whxch it submitted the lowest bid, because of the racia)

. set-aside program. The case called mto question the DOD’s entire minority-owned small
busingss set-aside contracting program. On November 4, 2008, the Federal Circuit Court of
Appeals ruled that this contracting program, which sets aside S percent of DOD contracts, is
unconstitutional because of a lack of cvidence that minerity compames had ever suffered from
racial discrimination in the DOD contracting process,

. Small businesses in my district have been asking what this decision will mean for the
DOD mmonty—owned small business set aside contracting program. I represent a community
with a strong military presence and with a great number of minority-owned small businesses that
. hold contracts with all the service branches. Therefore, DOD’s contracting process has a huge _
" impact on business owners I represent. My constituents need guidance now on how DOD-
_-mtendstomoveforwudmhghtoftblsrulmg .
. Irespectfully request a meeting with senior ofﬁc:als to discuss bow DOD intends to
. address this matter and when new guidance can be expected from the agency. To arrange for
the meeting, please contact Jaync Ann Wolsey, my scheduler, at 202-225—3236 Thank you for
your cons&deratxon of my request. A

Sincerely, ‘ .

: " " Member of Congress
CAG:am o
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SULIL R e ‘ ashington, DL 20515-6015 T
CARGLYN C. KLPATRICK, MICHIGAN 40 BONNER, ALABAMS,
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CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLYANIA TOM COLE, OKLAMGMA
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY

EANFORD D. BISHOP, JR,, GEORGIA
MARION BERRY. ARKANSAS

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA BEVERLY PHETO
ARAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA
MICHAEL HONDA, CAUFORNIA TELEPHOME:
BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA 1202) 228-2771
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[NCOLN DAV, Tesne e March 5, 2009
JOMN T, SALAZAR, COLORADO

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary;

Authorization is hereby granted to The Honorable Nita Lowey, Chairwoman of the State, Foreign
Operations, and Related Programs Subcommittee, Committee on Appropriations, and The Honorable Kay
Granger, The Honorable Jesse Jackson, Jr., The Honorable Adam Schitt, and ThF Ho‘f‘wrable Ben Chandler,
Members of the Committee, to travel during the approximate time period of April 13"-19th, 2009, to Egypt,
Jordan, Israel, and Ireland. The purpose of this trip is to review U.S. policies and programs in the region, and to
meet with government officials.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this 'travel shail be paid from
appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). Spouses

are autharized to accompany the members of this delegation for reasons of protocol at no expense to the
government,

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making whatever
arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via commercial and military aircraft.

Sincerely,

el

David R. Obey
Chairman

ag OSROI662.09
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The Honorable BJ Peon

@ongress of the ¥nited Stdes

House of Represerdatibes
Washiugto, 2T 203 153203

March 11, 2009

Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Installations and Environment)

1000 Navy Pentagon
Washington, DC 20350-1000

Dear Mr. Penn:

#002/002

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY
RankinG MEMEBER \
I

FINANCIAL SEAVICES COMMITTEE
SUBCOMMITIEE ON CAPITAL MARKEYS
SUBEAMAMITTED 2N FRIANGIAL INST IV HOND

BUBGOMIITICE On HOHDNG

I am writing to you regarding the recent envirorumental investigation' if_l and ?ml‘md the
Naval Weapons Reserve Plant (NWIRP) in Bethpage, NY. As you know, this investigation has
identified the presence of volatite organic compounds (YOCs) in several. homes. Wh.lle_ I
applaud the Navy’s pro-active efforts in sampling certain homes and educating the commumty
by holding public meetings, [ believe more peeds to be done. That is why [ am joining with
Nassau County Legislator Edward Mangano in requesting the Navy take the following actions:

AWLI R B N N I

nen-detected results are confirmed

Provide immediate, free testing to all homeowners residing south of NWIRP
Expedite in-home remediation

Expedite an on-site remediation system ,
Designate funding to compensate affected homeowners )
Expand the radius of neighborhood street testing and continue lesting until redundant

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. [ would appreciate the Navy keeping
me regularly informed of new developments regarding Bethpage.

Cet Dr.Roben Gates, Secretary of Defense
Mr. Donald Winter, Secretary of the Navy

MAR=-15-2031 24:

[V}
-1

-
Sincegely,
, .
//&(/6(/
PETER T. KING
Member of Congress
ERINTED DN RECYCLED PAPFR
BX
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BILL SHUSTER COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

9TH DISTRICT, PENNSVLVANIA SUBCOMMITTEES:
SEAPOWER AND EXPEDITIONARY FORCES
DePuTY REPUBLICAN WHIP TERRDRISM AND UNCONVENTIONAL THREATS

AND CAPABILITIES

commrres on manseorraron CONQLESS of the United States . .\ warues sesousces

AND INFRASTRUCTURE

suecoumezs House of Repregentatives Encncy s e Resounces
N anooys Maremas Washington, BE 20515-3809 COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS
WATER RESCURCES AND EnviRONMENT CONGRESSIONAL RURAL CAUCUS
ECONOA.:: gl!vl:lntsos'nmcf/";hm::o es March 5’ 2009 RURAL HEALTH CARE COALITION
CONGRESSIONAL
SPORTSMEN'S CAUCUS
The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
. 1400 Defense Pentagon
" Washington, DC 20301
Secretary Gates:

As you know, on September 9%, 2004 President Bush took an unprecedented step when he
recognized that the atrocities occurring in Darfur constituted genocide. More than four years
later, the genocide continues. In 2008 alone at least 300,000 people were displaced and there
have been 43 reported aerial attacks by the Government of Sudan,

The United States should work with our allies to ensure that the United Nations mission in
Darfur has the critical resources it requires. I urge you to renew efforts to secure the helicopters
which the UN mission needs if it is to save lives, create an environment amenable to the peace
negotiations, and ensure uninterrupted humanitarian operations.

Without helicopters, the current UN peacekeeping force’s ability to respond quickly to events
and fulfill its mandate to protect civilians is severely compromised. More than 20 countries have
surplus aircraft that could be made available for the mission. I is my understanding that the six
countries best placed to provide transport helicopters, Italy, Ukraine, India, Spain, Romania and
the Czech Republic, between them have an estimated 71 helicopters available, four times the
requirement.

Thank you for your leadership and your attention to this issue.

Sincerely,
’

1 uster
Member of Congress

cc: General Jim Jones, National Security Advisor

Admiral Mike Mullen, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff OSD 02735-09
204 Caranon House OFFice BuiLDing - 310 PenN STReET 647 PHLADELPHIA STREET 118 WeST MAIN STREET 100 LiNncOLN Way EaaT
WASHNGTON, DC 20615-3809 SUITE 200 SuiTe 304 Sure 302 . Sure 8
(202} 226-2431 HoLuoavsBurG, PA 18648 InDiana, PA 16701 SomerseT, PA 15501 CHAMBERSBURG, PA 17201
Fax;: {202) 225-2486 {B0Q) B64-3036 {724) 463-0618 {814} 443-3918 {717) 264-8308
{B14) 6966318 Fax: (724) 463-0618 Fax: (814) 443-6373 Fax: (717) 264-0269

Fax: (814} 636-6726
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Poucy, Trae aNC TECHHOLOGY.

COMMITTEE ON SGIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY wubmgtun, DBC 20515-1407

SUBCOMMITTEE ON
RESEARCH AND SCiENCE EDUCATION

SUBCOMMITTEE ON

INVESTIGATIONS AND OVERSIGHT March 5, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

I am writing to express my strong support for the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye program, and
request your consideration of a reprogramming of funds for Fiscal Year 2009. 1 am aware of
significant undesired consequences for the E-2D program, as a result of the enacted funding
levels for Fiscal Year 2009, and I urge your personal attention to this issue.

As you know, the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye program is the comerstone of the Navy’s
Net-Centric Warfare concept, and is imperative for protection against theater air and missile
threats. Unfortunately, since the Defense Appropriations Bill was not considered in regular
order, there was little time to address misunderstandings and major issues before the final
conference report was complete. This produced an appropriations mark that left the program at a
level inadequate to sustain it in transition from development to low rate production. In addition,
the current FY09 funding level might produce a delay in Initial Operating Capability (I0C) by
two or more years. This is especially disappointing when the Advanced Hawkeye program
continues to meet and exceed both cost and schedule goals, and is needed to address urgent
threats.

Therefore, I request that you reprogram funds in Fiscal Year 2009 to support the
procurement of the third Low Rate Initial Production (LRIP) Lot I aircraft in the Fiscal Year
2009, and provide advance procurement for the third Lot II aircraft in Fiscal Year 2010.
Furthermore, I urge you to ensure that the Fiscal Year 2010 request includes procurement
funding for all three LRIP Lot II aircraft.

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 1look forward to your strong support for
prioritizing reprogramming of Fiscal Year 2009 funding for the E-2D program.

Member of Congress

cc: The Honorable Donald Winter, Secretary of the Navy
ADM Gary Roughead, Chief of Naval Operations

OSD 0273

| L 38-09
FRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER ‘mmmmm]mmmm‘ ulmm‘uwnﬂww
S




LEONARD L. BOSWELL » COMMITTEES:

AGRICULTURE
3rd DisTRICT, lowa CHARMAN, SUBCOMMITTEE ON LIVESTOCK,
’ Damy ano PouLTRY
OFFICES:
1427 LonGworTH House OFFICE BULDING !
WastaToN, DC 20515 b é TRANSPORTATION AND
swioron OC 2 Congress of the Tnited States ANSPORTATION A
H SUBCOMMITTEE ON AVIATION
00 a8t Locusr Smser THouge of Representatives e o
DEs Mowes, 1A 50309 ., AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS
(515) 2621908 : Wiashington, BC 205151503
TouL Free lowa Numeer PERMANENT SELECT COMMITTEE
1-886-432-1984 ON INTELLIGENCE
http:boswell.house.gav March 5, 2009 SUBOIOMMHTEE on Lsmozssmg:l-l:nm
INTELLIGENCE, ANAL
COUNTERINTELLIGENCE

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense, The Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

I write to urge you to act immediately to protect the jobs of people with severe disabilities working
on Department of Defense (DoD) service contracts under the AbilityOne Program. Specifically, I
ask that you:

1. Reaffirm the moratorium on conversions set forth in the December 29, 2004, Memorandum
wherein Under Secretary of Defense Chu states, DoD NAFIs shall not enter into contracts or
agreements with DoD elements or other Federal Departments, Agencles or instrumentalities
Jor the provision of goods and services that will result in the loss of jobs created pursuant to
the Randolph Sheppard Act, the Javits-Wagner-O'Day Act, or small business programs until
a policy solution can be reached that encourages job creation;

Request that the AbilityOne Program be part of the Air Force solution; and,

Provide notification that responses to date from Arthur Myers, Principal Director, Military
Community and Family Policy, do not fully address the above two issues.

bl A

I support the DoD Food Transformation effort where it results in higher quality and efficiency to
service members and lower costs. However, given the potential impact this challenge could have on
the employment of thousands of people with severe disabilities in the AbilityOne Program, I strongly
urge the DoD to coordinate with AbilityOne representatives to develop a policy solution that
encourages job creation through both the MWR and the AbiliiyOne Programs. This is & ‘erucial step
to incorporate the best thinking to resolve this issue, particularly when jobs for people with severe
disabilities are so rare, reflecting an unemployment rate unparalleled by any other demographic
sector of our society.

Thank you for your éarly consxderatlon of this urgent request. If you have any ’questlons on thls
issue, please feel free to contact me or my staff, Katy Siddall, at 202-225 3806

C T

L Smccrcly, ' ‘

Member of Congress
LB:ks
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PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA
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BARBARA LEE, CAUFORNIA

Congress of the Anited States

House of Representatioes
Committee on Appropriations
ADashington, PE 20515-6015

JERRY LEWIE, CALIFORNIA

C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R, WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TODD TIAHRT. KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, I0WA
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JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS
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ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
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RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN GALVERT, CALIFORNIA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA
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BEVERLY PHETO

ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA

MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA

BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK

TELEPHONE:
(202) 2252771

TIM RYAN, OHIQ

C.A. “DUTCH" RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNEBSEE

JOHN T, SALAZAR, COLDRADD

T

February 20, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

. Agthoriz.ation is hereby granted to the Honorable Barbara Lee and the Honorable Carolyn
C. Kilpatrick, members of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel to Cuba on April 3-8,
2009. The purpose of the trip is to evaluate current policies regarding trade and commerce with

Cuba, and to examine and promote proposals to initiate cultural, academic, and health exchanges
with the U.S.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid

from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority of 31
U.S.C. 1108(g).

The travel will be conducted via military aircraft. It would be appreciated if officials of
the Department would assist in making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
Sincerely,

" POl

David R. Obey
Chairman

02742
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DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA
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SAMFARR CALPORNLA oS Aashington, BEC 20515-6015 O e auASiANA

CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA
ALLEN 80YD, FLORIDA JO BONNER, ALABAMA
CHAKA FATTAM, PENNSYLVANIA STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, GHIO
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BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA BEVERLY PHETO
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BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA March 9, 2009 TELEPHONE:
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW YORK (202) 2252771
TIM RYAN, OHIO

C.A. “DUTCH” RUPFPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY

DEBAIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T, SALAZAR, COLORADO

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby given to Representative Kay Granger, member of the Committee
on Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period of March 27-28, 2009, to Leon,
Mexico. The purpose of this trip is to participate in the US-Mexico Chamber of Commerce “A
Vision for North America” Conference.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid
11‘1'{)(1)1; é];propnatmns available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C.

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via
commercial aircraft.

Sincerely,

axl

David Obey
Chairman

OSD 02744
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Washington, BE 20515-6015
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LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO

March 10, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorizgtion is hereby given to Representative Kay Granger, member of the Commitiee on
Appropriations and Anne Marie Chotvacs, professional staff member of the Committee on
F.\ppropr.iatiuns, to iravei on a CODEL led by Representative Nita Lowey during the appicximate
time period of April 13 — 19, 2009, to Egypt, Jordan, Israel, and Ireland. The purpose of this trip
is to review U.S. policies and programs in the region, and to meet with government officials.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid

frlo(;n appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C.
3(g).

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making

whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via
commercial aircraft.

Sincerely,

d

David Obey
Chairman




DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHARMAN
JOHN P. MURTHA. PENNSYLVANIA
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO

AETER J. VISCLGSKY, INDIANA
NITAM. LOWEY, NEW YORK

JOSE E. SERRANO. NEW YORK

ROSA L. DELAURD, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS

ED PASTOR, ARIZONA

DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CAROLINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUGILLE ACYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORMIA
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L JACKSON, JR.. ILLINOIS
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFQRD 0. BISHOP, JR., GEORGIA
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS

BAABARA LEE, CALIFORNIA

ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA

MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA

BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW YORK
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JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO

Congress of the Wnited States

Rovse of Representatives
Committee on Appropriations
AWashington, DC 20515-6015

March 10, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates

Secretary of Defense

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA

HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY

FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA ~

RAODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY

TOM LATHAM, IOWA

AOBERY 8. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOUR!
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHD "
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINOIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS

AODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CALIPOﬁNIA

JO BONNER, ALABAI

STEVEN C. LATOUFIETI'E OHIO
TOM COLE, QKLAHOMA

CLEAK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVEALY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
{202) 226-2771

Authorization is hereby granted to Celes Hughes, Matthew Washington, and B.G. Wright,
staff members of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period
of March 27 - April 3, 2009, to Qatar, Pakistan and Afghanistan. The purpose of this trip is to
review programs supporting the announced U.S. troop build-up in Afghanistan.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid
from appropriations available for examination of estlmates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C.

1108(g).

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via
commercial and military aircraft.

Sincerely,

David Obey ;

Chairman

O
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DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHarMan

JOHN P, MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA
NOHMAN 0. DICKS, WASHINGTON
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO

PETER . VISCLOSKY, INDIANA

NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK

JOSE E. SERAAND. NEW YORK

ROSA L. DELAURG, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA

DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CARDLINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHOOE ISLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCILLE AOYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L. JACKSON, JA., ILUNOIS
CARAOLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFORD 0. BISHOP, JR,, GEORGIA
MARION RERRY, ARKANSAS
BAABARA LEE, CALIFORNIA

ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA

MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA
BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW YOAK

Congress of the Wnited States

Rouse of Representatives
Committee on Appropriations
Washington, DE 20515-6015

March 10, 2009

JERAY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

C. W. BilL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FAANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA

AOONEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY

TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS
ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE
TOM LATHAM, IOWA

AOBERT 8. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA

JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI
XAY GRANGER, TEXAS
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO

JOKN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS

MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINOIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA

CENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA

JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS

AQDNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA

KEN CALVERT, CALIFOANIA
JO BOMNER, ALABAMA
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE: OHIO
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR

BEVERLY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
{202) 226-211

TIM RYAN, OHIO

C.A “DUTCH" RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ FLORIDA
CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN OAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to Celes Hughes, Matthew Washington, and B.G. Wright,
staff members of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period
of March 27 - April 3, 2009, to Qatar, Pakistan and Afghanistan. The purpose of this trip is to
review programs supporting the announced U.S. troop build-up mn Afghanistan.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid

from appropriations available for examination of estlmates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C.
1108(g).

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via
commercial and military aircraft.

Sincerely,

David Obey ;

Chairman
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DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAiMAN
JOHN P. MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO

PETER J. VISCLOSKY. INDIANA

NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK

J0S€ E SERRANO, NEW YORK

AOSA L. DELAUROD, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA

AOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA

DAVID E. PRICE, NOATH CAROLINA
CHET EOWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK J, KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA
SAM FARR, CALFORNIA

JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., ILLIKOIS
CAROLYN €. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN 8OYD, FLOAIDA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN R ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFORD D. BISHOP, J&., GEORGIA
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS

BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA

ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA

MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA

BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK

TIM RYAN, OHIO

C.A. “DUTCH" RUPPEASBERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY

DERAIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRQ RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T, SALAZAR, COLORADQ

Congress of the Wnited States

House of Representatives
Committee on Appropriations
AWashington, BE 205156015

March 11, 2009

Honorable Robert Gates

Secretary of Defense

Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ADGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TODD TIAHAT, KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, IOWA

ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHD
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ELLINCIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN R. CAATER, TEXAS

RODNEY ALEXANOER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C. LATQRIRETTE, DHIO
TOM COLE, OKLAROMA

CLERK AN STAFF IMRECTOR
BEVERALY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
{202) 225-2771

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable Ed Pastor, the Honorable Maurice
Hinchey, the Honorable Tim Ryan, the Honorable Ciro Rodriguez, the Honorable John R. Carter,
the Honorable Rodney Alexander, and the Honorable John T. Salazar members of the Committee
on Appropriations, and Taunja Berquam and Terry Tyborowski, staff members of the Committee
on Appropriations, to travel on official business to Puerto Rico, and Brazil, during the time
period of April 3 — April 10, 2009. The Honorable James Clyburn will travel under separate
authorization. The purpose of the trip is to inspect sustainable biomass plantations, renewable
energy laboratories, hydropower production, flex-fuel, and hybrid vehicle manufacturing
processes, and water infrastructure. They will also be meeting with officials and the Brazilian
government to discuss national energy strategies and other issues of mutual interest.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid
from appropriations available under Public Law 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 1108(g)) for examination of

estimates in the field.

It would be appreciated in the Department of Defense could furnish such assistance as
may be required, including transportation, to facilitate this trip. It would also be appreciated if
the Department of the Army (SAFM-BUL) could be assigned to escort the delegation.

Sincerely,

David Obey
Chairman

OSD»W
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DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN
JOHN P. MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA
NORMAN D, DICKS, WASHINGTON
ALAN 8. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO

PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA

NITA M. LOWEY. NEW YORK

JOSE €. SERAANO, NEW YORK

ROSA L. DELAURO, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W, OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS
€D PASTOR, ARIZONA

DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CARDLINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRIOK J. KENNEDY, RHOOE ISLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCILE ROYEAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA
SAM FARRA, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN A. ROTHMAN, NEW IERSEY
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JA., GEORGIA
MARION BERRY. ARKANSAS

BARBARA LEE, CALIFOANIA

ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA

MICHAEL HONDA, CAUIFORNIA

BETTY MoCOLLUM, MINNESOTA
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW YORK

TIM RYAN, OHIO

C.A, “DUTCH” RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CHANOLER, KENTUCKY

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JONN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO

Congress of the Anited States

Aouse of Representatioes
Committee on Appropriations
Washington, DC 205)5-60)5

March 11, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary of Defense

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

C. W. 8LL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, IOWA

ROBERT B ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRi, LLUNOIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS
RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA.

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERLY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
{202) 225-2771

Reference is made to my letter dated February 20, 2009, granting authorization to the
Honorable Barbara Lee and the Honorable Carolyn C. Kilpatrick, members of the Committee on
Appropriations, to travel to Cuba on April 3-8, 2009.

The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize spouses to accompany Members for
reasons of protocol at no additional expense to the government.

Thank you for assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

David R. Obey
Chairman

quaT e




DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, Crairman
JOHN F. MUATHA, PENNSYLVANIA
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO

PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA,
NITAM LOWEY, NEWYORK

JOSE €. SERAANO, NEW YORK

ADSA L. DELAUROD, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MORAN. VIRGINIA

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA

DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CAROLINA,
CHEY EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK. MICHIGAN
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIOA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN R. HOTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFORD 0. BISHOP, IR, GEORGIA

Congress of the Wnited Dtates

Roose of Representatioes
Committee on Appropriations
AVashington, BE 20515~6015

JERAY LEWSS, CALIFORNIA

C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA

RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY

TOOD TIAHRT, KANSAS
ZACH WAMF, TENNESSEE
TOM LATHAM, IOWA

ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA

JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOUR)
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHD

JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS

MARK STEVEN KIRK, iLLINGIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS

RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA

KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA
JO BONNER, ALABAMA
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS

BAABARA LEE, CALFORNIA March 11, 2009 CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA BEVERLY PHETO
MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFCRNIA

BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOYA TELEPHONE:

STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK 202) 225-27M

TIM RYAN, DHIO

C.A. “DUTCH" RUPFERSBERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRO HODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOUN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T SALAZAR, COLORADO

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to Adrienne Ramsay, staff member of the Committee on
Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period of March 27, 2009, to Rochester,
New York. The purpose of this trip is to visit facilities to review the design and production
capabilities and receive briefings on subsystems and payloads for national security space systems.

Per diem expenses of not to exceed $109 per day, or the rate specified for High Cost
Geographical Areas, whichever is higher, plus transportation and other authorized costs, shall be
paid from appropriations available under Public Law 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 1108(g)) for
¢xamination of estimates in the field.

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via
commercial aircraft.

Sincerely,
David R. Obey ;
Chairman

OSi) 02749-09
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WALTER B. JONES
A DRTMET, NORTH CARDUNA

e Congress of the Tnited States

09:21pm  From-HON WALTER J JONES +2022253206 T-370  P.002/008 F-428

DETHET AFFCE:

Room 2233

TREFHONE (202) 226-3016

Gommrmets: House of Repregentatibed

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

COMMITTEE ON FINANGIAL SERVICES

@zshington, BE 20515-3303

March 13, 2009

The Honorahle Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

Office of the Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

I am writing to vequest that the Department of Defense (DoD) finalize the inclusion of
TRICARE Retail Pharmacy Program in federal procurement of pharmaceuticals proposed rule
(73 Fed. Reg. 43394 (July 25, 2008)); 32 CFR Part 199 (DoD-2008-HA-0029; 0720-AB22) as
goon as possible. According to the proposed rule, making this regulation final will save DoD
$2.4 billion in Fiscal Years 2009-2011. In addition to providing badly needed savings to the
DoD, the finalization of this rule ends the need for current or furure TRICARE policies that favor
the TRICARE Mail Order Program (TMOP) over the TRICARE retail pharmacy network.

In Fiscal Year 2006, America’s retail pharmacies dispensed over 55 million TRICARE
prescriptions, more than any other phamacy practice setting. TRICARE beneficiaries,
particularly retirees, have demonstrated a clear preference to obtain their prescription drugs and
pharmacy services from retail pharmacies, despite the fact that there are already incentives in the
TRICARE program to encourage beneficiaries to use mail order. - They are our nation’s current
and retired armed services personnel and their families, and we need to honor them by providing
them with quality, accessible health care. I believe the choice of where to obtain prescription
mediations is best left to them.

_ Implementing the proposed rule would bring to fruition the sensible policy that the DoD,
with the support of the Government Services Administration, has pursued for years. A final rule
wﬂl'givc full effect to the intent and plain language of Section 703 of NDAA-2008[1][1] by
placing rerail pharmacies on an equal footing with other TRICARE pharmacy programe. Scction
703 was signed into law one year ago, and as we await issuance of the final rule, DoD loses
hundreds of millions of dollars of savings because mannfacturers are not paying required
statutory discounts on TRICARE prescriptions dispensed by retail pharmacies. In fact, the
Congressional Budget Office cstimated savings of $3.2 billion over the five-year period,
including $719 million in FY 2009. '

OSD 0275i-
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I respectfully request that you quickly promulgate and implement a revised final rule that
reflects the intent of Congress and DoD 1o achieve significant savings and ensble TRICARE
beneficiaries to choose where to obtain their prescription medications. This result will best
honor TRICARE heneficiaries, promote quality health care, and preserve scarce government
resou:t:es. Thank you for your continued service to our country, and for considering our
request.

Sincerely,

ot B

Walter B. Jo :
Member of Congress
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March 13, 2009 feLgenong, (5111 624-2400

The Honorable Robert Gates Lieutenant General Clyde A. Vaughn
Secretary of Defense Director, Army National Guard
1000 Defense Pentagon NGB-ARNG
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 111 South George Mason Drive
" Arlington, VA 22204

Dear Secretary Gates and Lieutenant General Vaughn:

I write today to urge you to direct money from the $50,000,000 allocated for Army
National Guard Military Construction in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
of 2009 (PL 111-5) towards construction of The Dalles Armory located in The Dalles,
Oregon. According to their FY2010 appropriations request, the Oregon Military
Department indicated that their federal request for this project is $17,023,000. Itis my
hope that this project can be funded through the money available in PL 111-5 to allow
construction to begin immediately. ‘

The Oregon Military Department has indicated that this project is ready to execute now
and will help the local and state econorny by providing jobs in construction and
maintenance during the period of construction and supporting the local economy after
construction, They estimate that construction projects of this scope average a total of 62
sub-contracts with an average of 12 employees per contract. The total number of
construction related jobs is ¢stimated to be between 750 and 1,000.

This project is vital to the community in The Dalles because it is a unique partnership
between the Oregon Military Department and Columbia Gorge Community College and
wil} provide prolonged benefit to the local economy as part of the community college
campus with classrooms available to the college during the week.

Tt is important that this project is completed as expeditiously as possible. I can think of
no better way to create jobs, stimulate the state and local economy, and also advance the
mission of the men and women who have dedicated themselves to protecting our country.
Thank you for your time and full and fair consideration consistent with applicable law,
rules, and regulations. I look forward to hearing from you on this issue.

Sincerely,

/)WM
Grep Walden

Member of Congress 02768-09
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March 18, 2009

VIA FACSIMILE -~ 703-695-1219
The Honorable Robert Gates

Secretary

U.S. Department of Defgnsc

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1300

Dea_r Mr Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable Marcia L. PudgetouavelonaCongressiqml
Delegation (CODEL) led by the Honorable Barbara Lee and the Honorable Carolyn C. Kilpamk,
members of the Committee on Appropriations to Cuba on April 3-8, 2009. The purpose of the trip is
to evaluate current policies regarding trade and commerce with Cuba, and to examine and promots
-proposals to initiate cultural, academic, and heaith exchanges with the United States.

It is requested thst the Department of Defense to fumish such assistance, including transportation, as may be
required to facilitate this trip. The expenditure of funds for payment and actual expenses and transportation is
authorized pursuant to Title 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). Travel will be conducted by military and{or commeercial
aircraft up to business class, including foreign flag carriers when U.S. cartiers are not available. The CODEL
requests the U.S. Air Force linison support to this Delegation. .

If you have any qwstionsfegarding this matter, please contact Clifton Ronald St. Clair Williams I
at 202-225-7032. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

GM:ejh

| OSD 02984-09
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(520) 459-3115
-~ March 10, 2009
The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of’ Ddfense

1300. Dcfensc entagon- - Room 3E970
Washington, D:C.20301-1300

Dear Sect. Gaies:

I write regarding two studies mandated by the Duncan Hunter National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2009 (NDAA), PL-110.417, which were recently due to be submitted to Congress but have not yet been
received. These studies of the Department of Defense's renewable energy pursuits, such as the use of solar
power, are vital to progress on developing a comprehensive strategy on reducing the Department’s
operational energy consumption. ' '

Section 333 of the 2009 NDAA requires your office to conduct a study examining the feasibility of using
solar and wind energy to provide electricity for expeditionary forces. In particular, the study must examine
the potential for solar and wind energy to reduce the fuel supply; the extent to which such reduction will
decrease the risk of casualties associated with convoy operations; the overall costs and benefits of using these
technologies; the sustainability and operating requirements of solar and wind energy systems; and potential
opportumtxes for experimentation within current trammg environments. The report was due on 11 February,
2009, 120 days after enactment of the 2009 NDAA, however the report has not yet been submitted to
Congress.

The second report, due 1 March, 2009, was required by the House Report accompanying the 2009 NDAA. It
directed your office to report on technologies that are suitably mature to be integrated into reset and
recapitalization programs that, if deployed, could reduce energy consumption. Likewise, this report has not
yet been received.

1 rcspcctﬁ.z]ly request that copies ¢ of these studies are immediately fumnished to the Congress as they are likely
to provide important insights for potentlal action durmg this year’s defensc authorization cycle. 1appreciate
your immediate attention to this matter

Since

Membey Af Congress

Gab:iejle Giffords U Uv os
— e
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iy COMMITTEE ON
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SusCOMMITTEE ON RAILROADS, PiPELINES
AND HaZARDOUS MATERIALS
SyscoMMITTEE oN EcoNOmIC DEVELOBEMENT,
Pustic Bunoinas aNp EMERGENGY MANAGENENT

Dr. Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

. BeTsy MARKEY
4th DisTrict, CoLORADO

March 11, 2009

WASHINGTON OFFICE:
1229 LonawonaTH BuiLDinG
Wasuinovow, DC 2055
202-228-4674
Fax: 202.228-5870

DISTRICT OFFICE:

123 N. CouLiae Ave., Suive 220
Fomrt Couuns, CO 80S24
P70-221-711O°
Fax; 970-221-7240

Iam wntmg to express my outrage at the Army’s use of funds to purchase land to expand the
Pinon Canyon Maneuver Site in direct violation of clearly stated Congressional intent.

In 2008, Congress passed the Military Construction Appropriations Act with an amendment
stating “None of the funds appropriated or otherwise made available in this title may be used for
any action that is related to or promotes the expansion of the boundaries or size of the Pinon
Canyon Maneuver Site, Colorado.” The clear intent of this measure was to prevent the

_ appropriation of funds for the proposed expansion of the Pinon Canyon site used by the U.S.
Amny stationed at Fort Carson, Colorado.

It has come to my attention that the Army has recently completed a deal with a Colorado
landowner for the acquisition of approximately 70,000 acres of land near the existing Pinon
Canyon facility, This acqulsmon comes less than six months aﬁer members of Congress
expressed their mtent to lmpose a ban on expansion.

The expansion of the Pinon Canyon site has been adamantly opposed by Colorado Members of
Congress as well as the farmers and ranchers in Southern Colorado because a larger training

+ facility will result in the condemmation of private property, decreased land values, a devastating
impact on the local economy, and on the environment. :

The Pinon Canyon site has always been a bane for the local communities. When the initial land
was purchased, some landowners complained of strong-arm tactics and fears of condemnation.
When the site was to open, the Army heralded construction jobs and long-term employment, but
after twenty years the site has not helped the local economies: Additlonally, many were led to
beheve that the 31te would not allow live-fire exercises, but that promise was a.lso broken.

Today, Iam lroubled that the Army has decided to not only violate the trust of the local
community but has also decided to skirt clearly defined Congressional intent that this facility not
be enlarged. In January 2009, the Government Accountability Office released a report on the
Department of Defense justifications for the expansion of Pinon Canyon. This report
recommended that the Army provide more information to Congress before further action be

91-09
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taken. Not only was no further information provided, it now appears that the Army has decided
to disregard Congress’ intentions altogether. Please advise me on why the Army is progressing
forward on the purchase. I appreciate your attention to this matter.

Sincerely, _

Betsy T?;ey
Membef of Congress




Congress of the United States
HWashington, BE 20515

March 12, 2009

Dr. Robert M. Gates
Secretaty of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 203011600

Dear Secretary Gates:

We are acutely aware that the US Transportation Command and the US Air Force place a
very high priority on recapitalizing the fleet of KC-135 Refueling Tankers. We agree with this
priority. Unfortunately, as the Govemnment Accountability Office concluded last year, the
previous source selection process for the KC-X Tanker was deeply flawed. We write to you
today to highlight several key points that we believe must guide a future source selection process
if it is to be successful.

First and foremost. a future competitive source, selection must be fair to all parties while
delivering the best value solution for the warfighter at a'reasoniable cost for the taxpayer. 'In the
previous source selection, the competition was not conducted fairly on several levels. The
Department of Defense (DOD) must not- repeat past mistakes:

> Do not aliow “ ‘competition at all costs” to distort the KC-X solicitation and source
selection process.’ [n the months leading up to the release of the final Request for
Proposals (RFP) for the previous KC-X solicitation, the AirForcebepttothe .
combination of external pressure for “competition at all costs” coupled with refusal by
one potential offeror to compete unless the RFP was changed to its satisfaction. This led
10 last minute changes in key elements of the Combined Mating and Ranging Planning
System (CMARPS) evaluation tool for the sole purpose of qualifying one offeror’s
proposal.

» Conduct the competition on a level playing field for all parties. In the previous
KC-X competition, the Northrop Grumman/EADS team benefited from unfair advantages
that derive from illegal government subsidies and waivers of regulations that apply to
products produced in the United States. Specifically, the United States government has a
complaint pending before the World Trade Organization (WTO) stating that the A-330
aircraft prodced by EADS/Airbus benefitted from $5 billion in illegal government
subsidies.- Note that Sectton 886 of the FY2009 Natmnal Defense Authorization Act
requires DOD to conduct a review of the ;mpa:cts of subsidies on the acrial refueling
tanker competition upon completion of the proceedings of the WTO. The KC-X
competition also has highlighted the unequal treatinent that American producers face

-when.competing with products. from several allied nations. Our American producers
must abide by many regulations (Berry Amendment, Buy America Act, International
Traffic in Arms Regulations, Foreign Corrupt Practices Act, and cost accounting
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standards) that add cost for domestic products but are waived for items produced in other
countries.

» Take into account full and accurate life-cycle costs for proposals. Aceording to
Defense Acquisition University studies, Operation and Support (O&S) costs constitute
approximately 72 percent of total weapon system costs. It is imperative that these costs
be a significant factor in source selection decisions, and that they be estimated properly.
DOD made a serious error in the previous KC-X Tanker source selection analysis when it
based estimates of Most Probable Life-Cycle Cost (MPLCC) on a 25-year interval rather
than the 40-year interval that was stipulated (and approved by the JROC) as the required
service life of the aircraft. Furthermore, GAO recommended that a future source
selection give greater atiention to the impact of fuel costs in its life-cycle cost analysis.
GAO concluded that “even a small increase in the amount of fue} that is burned per hour
by a particular aircraft would have a dramatic impact on the overall fuel costs.” Well
established commercial data shows that the Airbus A-330 aircraft consumes 24% more -
fuel per flight hour than does a Boeing 767 aircraft. This would result in very significant
differences in operating costs.

» Insist that proposals fully comply with all key requirements of the solicitation. In .
the previous KC-X Tanker source selection evaluation, GAO concluded that in two
instances the Air Force disregarded the fact that the Northrop Grumman/EADS proposal
failed to comply with requirements of the solicitation. Specifically, GAO found that the
Air Force “improperly made award” when it “unreasonably determined that the
awardee’s refusal to agree to the specific solicitation requirement that it plan and support
the agency to achieve organic depot-level maintenance.” GAO also concluded that “the
record does not demonstrate the reasonableness of the agency’s determination that the
awardee’s proposed aerial refueling tanker could refuel all current Air Force fixed-wing
tanker-compatible receiver aircraft in accordance with current Air Force procedures, as
required by the solicitation.”

» Insist that source selection evaluation be accomplished in accordame with the
evaluation plan that is established for the solicitation. GAQ found that the Air Force “did
not assess the relative merits of the proposals in accordance with the evaluation criteria
identified in the solicitation, which provided for a relative order of importance for the
various technical requirements, and where the agency did not take into dccount the fact
that one of the proposals offered to satisfy more “trade space” technical requirements
than the other propaosal, even though the solicitation expressly requested offerors to
satisfy as many of these technical requirements as possible.” Furthermore, GAO
concluded that the Air Force “violated the solicitation’s evaluation provision that “no
consideration will be provided for exceeding [key performance parameter] KPP
objectives” when it recognized as a key discriminator the fact that the awardee proposed
to exceed a KPP objective relating to aerial refueling to a greater degree than the
protester »

> Ca:eﬁ:lly consider national security impacts and industrial base impacts. Given
the crucial role that air refueling plays in providing global reach for our military, DOD
must carefully weigh the importance of preserving domestic design knowledge and
production expertise. Furthermore, industrial base impacts must be assessed given the
fragile economic conditions and weak domestic employment environment. Federal code




(10 U.8.C. 2440) requires evaluation of technology and industrial base impacts in
conjunction with major defense acquisitions.

We also think that it is important to the successful progress of the KC-X Tanker
acquisition that DOD commence discussions with the potential offerors. Our understanding is
that for the last several months DOD has resisted discussions that would help the government
and industry exchange information, ideas and perspectives. If this program is to move forward
and yield a positive outcome, we recommend that DOD engage with industry.

Finally, we urge you to take the necessary time to allow the new Administration team to
thoroughly consider the framework for the next source selection process. As much as the Air
Force needs to begin recapitalizing the KC-13$ fleet, we think it is essential that the solicitation
requirements and acquisition strategy have the input and support of the new DOD leadership

team that will be responsible for conducting the source selection and getting the program
way.

Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely,
—%M Ao 7 00 1ot
NORM DICKS TODD TIAHRT

Member of Congress Member of Congress



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHaRmaN
JOHN P.MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY KAPTUR, OMIO

PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA

RITA M, LOWEY, NEW YORK

JOSE E. SERAANQ, NEW YORK

ROSA L. DetAURO, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MCRAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS
ED PASTOR, ARZONA

BAVID E. PRICE, NOATH CAROLINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., ILLINDIS
CAAOLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEM BOYD, FLORIDA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR., GEORGIA
MARION BERRY. AHKANSAS

BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA

ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA

MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA,

BETTY MCCOLLUM, MINNESOTA
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK

TiM RYAN, OHIO

C.A. “DUTCH" AUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY

OEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIOA
CIRQ RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO

Congress of the Nnited States

House of Representatives
Committee on Appropriations
Washington, BE 20515-6015

March 16, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr, Secretary:

JERAY LEWI(S, CALIFORNLA

C W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ADGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA

RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY

TOUD TIAHAT, KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENMESSEE

TOM LATHAM, IOWA

ROBERT B. ADERHOLF, ALABAMA

JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI

KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHD

JOHN ABNEY CULBERSCN, TEXAS

MARK STEVEN KK, ILLINOIS
CRENSHAW, FLORIDA

OENNIS R. REHRERG, MONTANA

JOHN A. CARTER, TEXAS

ROONEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA

KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO

TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERLY PHETQ

TELEPHONE:
1202) 2262771

Reference is made to my letter dated March 9, 2009, granting authorization to the
Honorable Kay Granger, a member of the House Appropriations Committee, to travel 10
Leon, Mexico during the approximate period of March 27-28, 2009.

The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize travel during the approximate
time period of March 27-29, 2009.

Thank you for assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

David R. Obey
Chairman

D 0
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ZACHARY 1. SPACE, GHIO . . o . AND CHIEF COUNSEL
TIMOTHY J. WALZ, MINNESOTA e © " WASHINGTON, DC 20515 .
JOHN H. ADLER, NEW JERSEY ' )
ANN KIRKPATRICK, ARZONA http://veterans.house.gov
GLENN C. NYE, VIRGINIA . . . :
MALCOM A. SHORTER : : o
STAFF DIRECTOR . MarCh 1 1 ’ 2009

" Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary
U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I have authorized Congressman Michael H. Michaud to lead a delegation o'f -
Members and staff from the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs on a fact-finding visit
to Kuwait, Afghanistan, and Germany from April 13 to April 18, 2009. The
delegation will include, in addition to Congressman Michaud, Congresswoman
Deborah L. Halvorson of Illinois; Congressman Glenn C. Nye of Virginia;
Congressman Thomas S. P. Perriello of Virginia, and Congressman David P. Roe
of Tennessee; Cathy Wiblemo, Staff Director for the Subcommittee on Health; and
Dolores Dunn, Republican Staff Director for the Subcommittee. In addition, Vice
Admiral Adam Robinson, Surgeon General of the Navy, and Lieutenant General
Eric Schoomaker, Army Surgeon General, will be in attendance.

The Delegation is currently planning to travel to visit medical facilities in the chain
of care of OEF service members and see first-hand the level and quality of health
care being provided to active duty service members in the countries to be visited.
Participants will also speak directly with key medical personnel at these facilities
in order to better understand the challenges of combat health care.

The actual cost of lodging is authorized in the countries to be vis.ited. It would be
appreciated if the Department of Defense could furnish such assistance as may be




Honorable Robert M. Gates
March 11, 2009
Page 2

required, including transportation, to facilitate this fact-finding visit. The
expenditure of funds for payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized pursuant to Title 31, U.S.C,,
Section 1108 (g).

I would also like to request military escorts from the Army Legislgtiw./é .
Liaison Office be authorized to accompany the delegation for administrative
and logistical support.

The CODEL will be authorized to travel on foreign commercial airline
carriers when there has been a determination that a U.S. flag carrier not
available to meet the scheduling requirements of the traveler consistent thh
the “Fly America Act.”

Thank you for your continued support and assistance. If you have further
questions, please contact Jian Zapata of the Committee staff at 225-9756.

oo Fluac.

BOB FILNER
Chairman

MSﬁz
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@ongress of the Wnited Siates
Hlashington, BE 20515

March 19, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Department of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary,

As a member of the United States House of Representatives, it is an honor to
recommend Dr. Solomon Passy for the position of the next Secretary General of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). We ask that you give this request your full
consideration. '

NATO as an institution is an important vehicle for keeping peace and stability in
the region. With the expected return of France to the military orpanization will open a
window of opportunity for major and profound reforms in the Alliance and a new NATO-
EU, Euro-American cohesion. Therefore, we trust that a person like Dr. Passy, bringing
the inspiration of New Europe, may synergize best with this momentum.

Dr. Passy’s credentials are very impressive, In 1990, as a member of parliament,
he launched his idea for Bulgaria to withdraw from the Warsaw Pact to join NATO. At
the time this goal was only supported by 15% of the population. The network he created,
the Atlantic Club of Bulgaria, succeeded in its goal to reverse popular opinion: in 2004
when Foreign Minister Passy raised the Bulgarian flag at NATO Headquarters, he gained
the support of 80% of the Bulgarian people. Also, he successfully negotiated and signed
the Accession Treaty of Bulgaria with the European Union in 2005. Both ventures have
made him one of the most popular ministers in Bulgarian history.

Another highlight of Dr. Passy’s distinguished career was his leadership during
Bulgaria’s term on the United Nation’s Security Council, which tasted from 2002 to
2003. During his tenure, he was able to demonstrate a remarkable ability 1o develop
relationships in a way that permitted the passage of numerous resolutions and other
important acts highlighting Bulgaria®s successful term on the Council

Also worth mentioning is his extensive experience in Afghanistan working
closely with President Hamid Karzai on election and economic issues that impact the
nation as a whole. As Chairman-in-Office for the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE), he directed the first exporting of an election observation
team to Afghanistan to monitor the 2004 presidential election. Given the growing

SD 03084-09
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narcotics concern ther has developed out of Afghanistan, he hes worked diligently on
assisting the people of Afghanistan to replace poppy crops with that of roses—A
Bulgarian treasure.

Dr. Pagsy has a proven track record in foreign relations. He has been one of the
‘main instruments of his country’s successes and there is n0 one better with his knowledge

and experience to work in this capacity.
If we can be of further assistance to ymi, please do not hesitate to contact either of
our offices.
, Sincerely, .
JOE WILSON MADELEINE BORDALLO

Member of Congress ‘ Member of Congress
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

In accordance with the provisians of Section 202(b), Public Law 601, 79 Congress (codified at
2 U.8.C. §72 a (b)), this Staff has been directed by the Committee on Appropriations to make an
inguiry of the affect of stop loss on servicemembers.

Pl«sededmmappropriatepuintofcontacttoa:rangeforobtairﬁng?hedaﬁpmﬁqenttoﬂﬁs
inquiry and notify my office by telephone within five business days of the receipt of this letter. If
there are any questions regarding this matter, I can be contacted on (202) 225-3881.

Sincercly yours, |
David M. Pomerantz
Director

Surveys and Investigations Staff
House Committes on Appropriations

cc - Comprroller of the Department of Defense
cc - Secretary of the Army
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CHARLES 8. RANGEL, NEW YORK,
CHAHRMAN

FORYNEY PETE STARK, CALIFORANIA
SANDER M, LEVIN, MICHIGAN

JIM MCDERMOTT, WASHINGTON
JOHN LEWIS, GEORGIA

RICHARD E. NEAL, MASSACHUSETTS
JOHN 5. TANNER, TENNESSEE
XAVIER BECEARA, CALIFORNIA
LLOYD DOGGETT, TEXAS

EARL POMERDY, NORTH DAKOTA
MIKE THOMPSON, CALIFORNIA
JOHN B. LARSON, CONNECTICUT
EARL BEUMENAUER, DREGON

RON KIND, WISCONSIN

BILL PASCRELL, Jr., NEW JERSEY
SHELLEY BERKLEY, NEVADA
JOSEPH CROWLEY, NEW YORK
CHRIS VAN HOLLEN. MARYLAND
KENDRICK E. MEEK, FLORIDA
ALLYSON V. SCHWARTZ, PENNSYLVANIA
ARTUR DAVIS, ALABAMA

DANNY K DAVIS, ILLINDIS

808 ETHERIDGE, NORTH CAROLINA
LINDA T, SANCHEZ, CALIFORNIA
BRIAN HIGGINS, NEW YORK

JOHN A. YARMUTH, KENYUCKY

JANICE MAYS,
CHIEF COUNSEL AND ETAFF DIRECTOR

Congress of the Wnited Dtates

R.3. House of Representatives
COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS

1102 LongwoRTH House OFFICE BUILDING
{202} 225-3625

Aashington, BV 20515-6348

http://waysandmeans.house.gov

March 18, 2009

DAVE CAMP, MICHIGAN

WALLY HERGER, CALIFORNIA

SAM JOHNSON, TEXAS

KEVIN BRADY, TEXAS

PAUL RYAN, WISCONSIN

ERIC CANTOR, VIRGINIA

JOHM UNDER, GEORGIA

DEVIN NUNES, CALIFORNIA
PATRICK J. TIBERI, OHIO

GINNY BROWN-WAITE, FLORIDA
GEOFF DAY1S, KENTUCKY

DAVID G. REICHERT, WASHINGTON
CHARLES W. BDUSTANY, JA., LOUISIANA
DEAN HELLER, NEVADA

FETER J. ROSKAM, ILLINOIS

JOR TRAUSB,
MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

U.S. Department of Defense
The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1300

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter is to authorize Congressman Ron Kind (D-WIj to patticipate in
the CODEL being led by Senator Robert Casey (D-PA), to Brussels and
Belgium. This travel will take place during the period of Thursday, March 19,

- through Monday, March 23, 2009; the House is not scheduled to be in session
during this time.

The purpose of this trip is to attend the 2009 Brussels Forum on
transatlantic economies. Rep. Kind will also speak at the Forum and will meet
with officials from European Parliament and the European Commission.

It would be appreciated if the U.S. Department of Defense could furnish
such assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate this
trip. The expenditure of funds for the payment of the actual and uecessary
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized by
31 U.S.C. 1108 (g).

CBR/jg
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates: |

I am writing to call to your attention the need to revise your Deparunent’s
policy on cutsourcing. Over the past eight years the Administration has misused
the Office of Management and Budget Circular A-76, the policy which governs
public-private competitions to potentially outsource work to the private sector. A-
76 became a mandate for pushing more and more work into the private sector, even
work that is closely associated with inherently governmental fnctions, in order to
meet arbitrary competition goals.

The last Administration’s push 1o outsource resulted in bundreds of billions
of expenditures with little to no oversight from the Department of Defense (DoD).
In fiscal year 2008, DoD obligated about $200 billion for contractor-provided
services, more than doubling the amount it spent a decade ago when measured in
real terms. Yet the Defense Department is unable answer basic questions such as:
how many contractors and subcontractors there are, what is their average salary,
and precisely what work are they doing? The responsibility for acquiring services
within DoD is spread among individual military commands, weapon system
program offices, or functional units on military bases with no central oversight.
The DoD Inspector General (IG) recently reported that your office pressured the
Military Services to conduct sutsourcing studies, and recently revealed to my
subcommittee that contractors grant civilians access to military bases, including in
highly sensitive areas like Iraq and Afghanistan, without evidence of appropriate
background checks.
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The House Appropriations Committee has attempted for years to impose

- oversight of contract services and shift away from what has become an over
reliance on contractors. The Fiscal Year 2009 Omnibus Appropriations Act
includes a one year government-wide moratorium (section 737) on beginning or
announcing any A-76 studies. I was heartened by President Obama’s recent
Memorandum on govemment contracting in which he states “Government
outsourcing for services also raises special concerns.” OMB must “... clarify
when governmental outsourcing for services is and is not appropriate...”

- However, I found it disappointing when I learned of a response from your office to
twenty members of Congress who had expressed concern about a particular A-76
study; the response suggests that the concerns about outsourcing expressed by this
subcommittee and by the President have not been understood by your office. The -
same official who had advocated outsourcing during the Bush administration stated
in a Jetter (attached) dated March 9, 2009, that “Public Private competition under
OMB Circular-76 is a proven management tool that improves business efficiencies
while generating significant savings to the taxpayer.”

In light of the Omnibus Appropriations Act, I advise you 10 cease to initiate
or announce new A-76 studies. I also suggest that you halt A-76 studies pending
OMB review of the A-76 program.

I request a prompt response to this letter.

Respectfully,

C o \/’M
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John P. Murtha

Chairman

Defense Subcommittes

Attachment
As stated






" March 18, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary
U.S. Department of Defense

Washington, DC 20301
Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter will authorize Dr. Kay King, Director of the Office of
Interparliamentary Affairs, to join the Committee on Foreign Affairs Codel Carnahan to
Egypt, Ethiopia, Cyprus, and Lebanon during the approximate period of April 3-11,
2009. The purpose of the trip is to attend the 120™ meeting of the Inter-Parliamentary
Union and to meet with government officials in each country.

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance
as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Air
Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for
the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

NANCY PELOSI
Speaker of the House

Sincerely,

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives

i



March 18, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Seéretary: A . -

This letter will authorize Ms. Catlin O*Neill, Floor Assistant to the Speaker, to
accompany Codel Tauscher (authorized by the House Armed Services Committee) to
Israel and Egypt during the approximate period of April 5-10, 2009. The purpose of the
trip is to review [sraeli Missile Defense Operations and participate in bilateral discussions
with key allies in the Middle East.

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistagce
as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Marine
escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the
actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

QCY P;DOSI

Speaker of the House

ce: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives
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" March 19, 2009

President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President;

We would like to ensure that the Subcommittee on National Security and Foreign
Affairs of the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is included in the
Administration’s Congressional briefings related to the results of the strategic review of
U.S. efforts in Afghanistan and Pakistan you have commissioned.

As you are well aware, the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is
the principal oversight committee in the House of Representatives and has broad
oversight jurisdiction as set forth in House Rule X. Pursuant to Committee Rule 8(a)(5),
the Subcommitice on National Security and Foreign Affairs has jurisdiction
~ encompassing oversight of national security, homeland security, and foreign affairs. Our
Committee has the significant role of oversight of i mteragency activities in the national
security arena.

Beyond manifest jurisdictional oversight interests, our Subcommittee has devoted
significant time and energy on the oversight of U.S. policy, programs, and resources
related to our efforts in Afghanistan and Pakistan. Over the past two years, our Chairman
has personally led thiee Congressional delegations to Afghanistan and Pakistan. During .
that same period, the Subcornmittee has held eight related hearings.'

Last month, we held a hearing on the U.S. mission to train and equip the Afghan
police and army with a focus on the accountability of arms and other sensitive military
equipment. Over the last two weeks, we have held a public hearing and hosted a
classified briefing on the nature of the complex threat environment within Afghanistan
and Pakistan. We are currently planning oversight hearings on the proposed troop

! Formore information on these activities, please go to: http://nationalsecurity.oversight.house.gov.
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buildup and civilian surge in Afghanistan, as well as on regional players and
considerations that are fundamental to U.S. efforts in South Asia.

Our work on this subject, both in the hearing room and on the ground, has
allowed the Members of this Subcommittee the opportunity to acquire a depth of
. understanding on the nature of the security threat in Afghanistan and Pakistan. We stand
committed to continue constructive oversight of U.S. plans and activities in this
strategically important, and troubled, region.

We appreciate your timely attention to this matter and look forward to working
with you as we move forward in creating more effective foreign policy in Afghanistan
and Pakistan, while making sure that every dollar entrusted to us by the Amencan
taxpayers is wisely spent.

Smcerely,
John F. Tierney Jeft Flake _ .
Chairman Ranking Member .
Subcommittee on National Security Subcommittee on National Security

and Foreign Affairs and Foreign Affairs

cc:  Vice President Joseph R. Biden
: Secretary Hillary Clinton
Secretary Robert Gates
National Security Advisor James L. Jones
Special Envoy Richard Holbrooke
Under Secretary Michele Flournoy
Mr. Bruce Riedel, Brookings Institution
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March 19, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary of Defense

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

C.W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA
RALPH REGULA, OHID

HAROLD ROGERS, KERTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA

JAMES T. WALSH, NEW YORK
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ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE
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AOBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
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JOHN E. PETERSON, PENNGYLYANIA
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DAVE WELDOWN, FLORIDA
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HODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT. CALIFORNIA

JO BONMER, ALABAMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
f0OB NABORS
TELEPHONE:

(202) 22621

Reference is made to my letter dated February 20, 2009, granting authorization to the
Honorable Barbara Lee and t