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2157 RAvaU~N House OFFICE ButLOJNG 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-8143 

The Honomble Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
United States Department of Defense 
1000 Defen.~e Pen lagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

MAforitv (202)22!1-50!51 
MiiiOrily 1202} ~74 

Januuy 22, 2009 

Today, with our. colleagues in the Senate~ we are releasing the most recent Government 
Accountability Office (GAO) l.istina of the federal government's high risk areas. OAO has 
issued thig product at the start of every new Congress since 1990. A3 has been the case in many 
pa.s1 editions. the Depattment of Defense (DOD) is, unfortunAtely, well represented. 

This year's report describes eight areas in DOD operations that lfC at high risk of fraud, 
waste, abuse, and mismanagement and seven others for which DOD shares responsibility. More 
than half ofthe areas GAO has identified involve DOD. Many oftbese areas have been on the 

· list for almost two de(:ades. 

With the counuy facing its most serious financial and economic problems in decades and 
fighting two wats overseas, we cannot afford for the Department to aet less than. the maximum 
value from the resourtes the Congress and the American taxpayer provide it. The risks DOD · 
faces c:ut across most areas of its operations and include DOD's longstanding inabilitY to deliver 
its ~or weapon system acquisitions on time and at promised. costs and capabilities. modemize 
its business systems, protect critical technologies, and manage i1s contracts, its SU'PPlY chain, its 
property and its people, among others. 

The Oversight and Government Reform Committee intends to make DOD's high risk 
areas a significant focus of its oversight agenda. Accordingly, we request that you meet with us 
at yOUr earliest possible convenience to discuss why the Department has not been able to resolve 
~esc serious and costly problems. and to discuss a concrete plan with specific time frames to 
1mpJement GAO's recommendations. Waste and mismanagement in the Department redu~ the 
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much needed support ,our military needs to effectively carry out its mission. We look fotward to 
the discussion with the spirit of c9Qperation that will be needed to achieve lasting improvements. 

Sincerely, 

~&L. 
Darren E. Issa 
Ranking Member 
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ClCongress of tbe llniteb &tatts 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Penta;on 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Oates: 

January 30, 2009 

We write regarding the OMB Circular A· 76 review of iDstalJation ~functions 
under the Defense Logistics Agency Enterprise Support orpaization (DES). It is our 
understandin& that the Department of Defense's Competitive Sourcing Official is 
disinclined to approve a request by the Ddenso t.optics Agency (DLA) to undertake an 
internal re-engioeerlng effort as an alternative DlOII1I of ensuring workpu efficiency 
and cost savings. 

Upon reviewing the recent concerns raised by the General Accountability Office 
regarding the level of savings acllieved under OMB Circular A .. 76, and the informatiOn 
provided to our offices regarding DLA • s alternate approach, it appears the latter offers a 
viable alternative that would result in savings more quickly. 

Given OW' mutual interest in ensuring the DES mission ·is accomplished in an efficient 
and cost-eft'ective manner, we respectfully request the Department to give all due 
consideration to the· internal re-engiaeering etTort developed by.DLA. 

We look forward to your response. 

#-~ 
Q/~a:.~ 

Sincerely. 

ilUkJ{ 
~ ~·4··~· 
111J. p( tUC:-:/} 

~)1~ 



Letter to r Sec etary Oates 
January 30, 2009 
Page Two 

.L·OJ~ 

~.,Q~ 

~ 
! ~~iN<-: I : 

I 



MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
GUAM 

427 CANNON HCMJ8E OFRCI! BUILDING 
WMIUHGTON, DC 2CI6111-«t01 

(202) 226-1188 
FAX: 12021 Ul-0341 

lliS1IIICT- • 120 F.o......,l:lu!lo.t.s AVENUE 
SUITE107 

IWJATt.A, GUAM tiG$10 
l811l4n-4u.! 

FAJC IB71)4n-21187 

hUp:llwww.hout8.govlbortfelk> 

~ngrrss of thr ilnittd ~mtts 
!lou£ of 1Rqlrr.smtatium 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

February 3, 2009 

NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
c-,SuecxxoiMITI'IICN ~ 

W8.DLIFE AND O!:IEAH& 

SUIC:DMMim& ON IIIBUUII Al'iwiiS 

ARMED S&flVICES COMMniEE 
au.c-mt10>1 R._... 

SUBCOMMmEEONSIYoi'OWE" 
AND ExPI!IIImNMIVI'ollcu 

I write to respectfully request your assistance in supporting efforts that I am 
coordinating in the United States Congress to provide for greater infrastructure funding 
for Guam in the economic stimulus package. Funding in this legislation is important to 
improve critical water, wastewater, power, solid waste disposal and port infrastructw"e on 
Guam. 

A September 2008 Government Accountability Office (OAO) report entitled, 
"Opportunity to Improve the Timeliness of Future Overseas Planning Reports and 
Factors 41fecting the Master Planning Effort for the Military Brdldup on Guam" outlined 
the need for support of civilian inftastructure projects in order to facilitate and sustain the 
military build-up on Guam. Moreover, officials in the Department of Defense (DoD) on 
multiple occasions have indicated in testimony before Congress and public reports that 
civilian infrastructure on Guam needs improvement and that they will pursue 
opportunities to assist the Government of Guam in meeting these needs. If funding is not 
provided in the economic stimulus package that was requested by President Obama, the 
timefram.e for the military build-up will be compromised. The stimulus package is an 
opportunity to spur economic and job growth as well as ensure that the military build-up 
on Guam remains on schedule and is successfully executed. 

Currently, the House-passed version ofthe stimulus bill, H.R. 1, the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of2009, does not contain funding that would address 
Guam's most critical infrastructure needs. However, the Senate substitute amendment to 
H.R. 1 that is being debated on the Senate floor this week proposes funding in several 
accounts that oould address Guam's infrastructure needs. In particular, Title XII contains 
$5.5 billion in discretionary funding for the Secretary of Transportation to otfer grants for 
a variety of national swface transportation system needs, including but not limited to, 
port improvements. It also includes a mark of$62 million as a baseline for the Office of 
Insular Affairs in the Department of the Interior for Capital hnprovement Projects (CIP) 
grants to the territories and report language specifically cites the needs of the Guam 
military build-up as a reason for these funds. Both the House and Senate bills will need 
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to be reconciled in a conference committee. While $62 million is a good marlt, needs on 
Guam require substantially more funds in order for the military build-up to progress on 
time. We hope that you will agree with us that these funds are important, and that you 
will communicate your support for increasing the appropriation to Congressional leaders. 

In addition. as the DoD finalizes its plans for military construction in the 
President • s F'JSCal Year 2010 Budget, it is critical that civilian infrastructure on Guam is 
enhanced to facilitate the military build·up. I would request that you work closely with 
Senate and House leadership and conferees to impress upon them the importance of 
flexible funding to Guam that will support its immediate critical infrastructure needs. 

At this point in the process, I am appealing to you to honor your commitments as 
a partner in tbis mllitary build-up process for Guam. I ask YOll to work with us in 
achieving Chainnan Skelton's vision that what is good for the military must be good for 
Guam. Towards this end, I recognize that this is a critical moment for you and other 
DoD leaders to communicate directly to Senate and House appropriators in writing your 
support for appropriating funds to meet civilian and joint infrastructme needs of Guam 
through H.R. 1 and the forthcoming Fiscal Year 2010 appropriations process. 

If you have any questions regarding this matter please have your staff contact 
Matthew Herrmann, of my staff, at m.atthew.hemuann@mail.bouse.g:ov or at 202-225-
1188. 

EnclosUie: S. 336, American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, 
"'Assistance to Territories" provision and report ~guage 

oc: The Hon. Donald C. Winter, Secretary of the Navy . 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
Department ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
WrWdngton, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 

February S, 2009 

We write in supportofDr. Solomon Passy's nomination for the position ofSecretaJy 
General of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO}. We respectfully request that the 
United States lend its support to Dr. Passy during the diplomatic discussions to select 
NATO's next Secretary Oenera.1 as the current term of Secretary General Japp de Hoop 
Scheffer expires later this year. 

We are informed that Prime Minister Sergey Stanishev ofBulgaria proposed Dr. 
P~ as a candidate for the Secretaty General position during a meeting with President Bush 
on June 18, 2008. 

For nearly two decades. Dr. Passy bas demonstrated a clear vision and solid 
leadership in international relatiODSt particularly in regard to NATO. As a member of 
Bulgaria's parliament he authored legislation in 1990 to withdraw Bulgaria :from the Warsaw 
Pact and to join NATO and the European Union. That year. Dr. Passy also fotmded the 
Atlantic Club of Bulgaria, an NGO in Bulgaria to strongly support NATO membership. · 
Years later, Dr. Passy's vision was achieved when, while serving as Bulgaria's Foreign 
Minister, he negotiated and sigped the two accession treaties that made Bulgaria a full 
Member of NATO in 2004 and the EU in 200S. 

International circunlstances present a window of opportunity for advances in both 
intra-European and transatlantic relations. We believe that the selection of a Secretary · 
General from Bulgaria who is as superbly qualified as Dr. Passy, would strengthen ties 
between NATO and the United States as well as serve the important cause of continued 
European integration. 

Tbank you in advance for your kind consideration. 

PRJNTEO ON RECYClED PAPER 



HOUSE COMMfiTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

11t.6. Jlo~e of i\q)t~entatib~ 
laa4mgton. JM: 205\5-6035 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
l 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gatm: 

ONE HUNDRED TENTH CONGRESS 

February 11,2009 

The National SecuritY Personnel System (NSPS) o( the Department of Defense (DOD) 
made wholesale changes to the current federal employee system, resulting in widespread ·disU'ust · 
and discontent within the ranks of the hwuireds of thousands of dedicated DOD employees, both 
a,mong those who have been converted and those who have not yet been converted to NSPS. 

Recent reports from both the Government Accountability Office and the ·congressional 
Budget Office highlight concerns over the cost ofNSPS versus its benefits as weU as the iack: of 
transparency in the new system and the negative impact on employees. Questions also have 
arisen over the last minute issuance of regulations (in the final weeks of the Bush 
Administration) which go beyond the intent of Congress when it enacted revisions to NSPS in 
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008. 

During the campaign, President Obama indicated that be would consider either a repeal 
ofNSPS or its complete overhaul. Because it will take some time for a review and a 

. detennination of the best course of action to occur, we urge you to immediately halt the 
conversion of any additional employees to NSPS at any level or any location until the 
Administration and Congress can properly address the future of the Department•s personnel 
system. 

We request a prompt :response to tbis letter. 

IKE SKELTON 
Chairman 
House Armed Services Committee 

IS:cg 

Sincerely, 

Jl-;9l!£f 
Chairman 
Readiness Subcommittee 



(!Congress of tbe mniteb ~tate£) 
l!)ouse of 3.:\cprtSrntatibes 

~!aslunwton, Da: 20515 

The Honorable Donald C. Winter 
Secretary of the Navy 
J 000 Navy PentagCln 
Washington, D.C. 20350~ 1000 

Dear Secretary Winter: 

February 11, 2009 

We w:rite to expJ:ess our concern regarding the sisnificant cost overruns associated 
with the VH-71 Presidential Helicopter Repl;'l.cement Program. As you know1 the 
Depa11ment ofDefc::nse announced that the total acquisition cost is projected to increase 
from $6.5 billion.to S 11.2 billion, raising the cost per helicopter by 50 percent above the 
original estimate. We respectfully request detailed information on this recent Nunn­
McCurdy breach, including various options to modifY or re-open the contract for bidding, 
as mandated in the FY2009 Nati1maJ Defense Authorization Act (P.L. 110-417). 

\V~ are very supportive of the Defense Department's initiative to ensure that 
progrJ.I11S are held accountable to their proj~cted budgets and tirnelines. Secretary Gates 
specit1c;lily mentioned the VH-7 I as a ''big ticket"' item experiencing contract or program 
performance problelflS: Likev.:isc, President Obama.11ated that the program•s co~t 
represents, ·•a lot of money, ev~n for Washington,'' and promised to "take a close look at 
ir," identifying this program as emblematic "of some of the systematic problems we have 
in Pentagon procurement.'' 

As you know, Lockheed Martin :-vas awarded the contract v.~thout any experience 
building helicopt~rs, winning the contract over the incumbent contractor, Sikorsky. 
Sikorsky has manufactured Marine One since President Eisenhower first utilized 
hcliCOfller~ tor pr.:sidential tr~n.sport in the 1950s. The compi:ll1)' fulfilled these contracts 
'>vithoLit exceeding th~ pr~)jected budgl!t or failing to meet required timelines and 
milestones. Sikorsky is a tested and proven prime contractor for the Marine One fleet. 
In addition, Sikorsky maintains the most stringent security requirements for its Marine 
One aircraft and facilities, \\ith minimal reliance on foreign components and designs. 

We therefore respectfully request a thorough report, coupled \\ith a briefing, on 
the developm~nt plans for this program, including an analysis of the potential advantages 
of eith¢r re-opening the contnct for bidding or requiring split-production between 
Lockheed :Ytartin and the incumbent contractor. We believe that such an analysis of 
altern.:~ tin:! will pr,!"sem a clear opti...•n &x the Department of Defense to eventually 
d~vd..:·;:. r.·farin~ On.: 3ircraft ou time : .. nd l'on budget 

FEB-lS-2801 0:.=10 '36% P.02 
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We thank you in advance for keeping us apprised ofthe Navy's decision-maldng 
process and Jook forward to receiving a detajled report, as well as a briefing on the 
matter, as soon as possible. Like you, we believe t~at there are few more sensitive and · 
more important national security concerns than the safe transport of our nation's chief 
executive. \V1Jen thl! President travels on this aircraft, it becomes a critical information 
node, '"'"ith vital data coming in, and the most important d(!cisions being meted out. We 
hope that you will provide us with a workable plan for d~tivering the highest q1.1ality 
aircrnl'l with rhc highest securitr standards. Our President and our nation deserve no less. 

If }··ou have any questions regarding this or any other issue, please do not hesitate 
to contact us or our staff: Lindsay George of Senator Dodd's office at (202) 224-1730 or 
Dan Zeitlin of Representative De Lauro's office at (202) 225-3661. Thank you for your 
consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Unhed States Senator 

~~£:: 
C£0~1i({HY 
United States Representative 

Cc: The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secr.etary ofDt!fense 

The Honorable John Young 

~,._L~<t" 
ROSA L DeLAURO 
United States Representative 

~ . 

~co~ 
L" nited States Representative 

·\MES A. HIMES 
ited States Representative 

Undc:r Secretary ofDefer.se for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics 

l\.1r. Sean J. Stackley 
A~sistant Secretary ofthe Navy for Reseml;h. Developm~n1 & Acquisition 

FEB-15-.!:001 05:11 96% 

~()03 

P.03 



LINCOLN DAVIS 
4TH DISTRICT, TENNESSEE 

SENIOR WHIP 

COMMITTEES: 
APPROPRIATIONS 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON AGRICUL TUAE. 
AuFIAL 0e.VELOPMENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION, 

AND IIELATED AGENCIE$ 

SuBCOMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOPMENT 

ctongre~j of tbe ltniteb ~tate~ 
j!}ouse of i\tprt~tntattbes 
~ington, DC: 20515-4204 

February 12,2009 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

First, let me congratulate you on the continuation of your service under the new administration. I 
believe it to be a testament to your exceptional competence, common-sense approach, and devotion to 
protecting and preserving the United States of America. At a time when we face a variety of foreign and 
domestic challenges and threats, we are fortunate to have someone of your skill at the helm of the 
Department of Defense. 

I write today to respectfully request an update on implementation of funds already authorized 
under H.R. 2638, the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing Appropriations Act, 
2009, which was passed in the llOtb Congress. Specifically, Section 8116 appropriates funds for the use 
of special pay for members of the armed forces whose period of obligated service is extended, or whose 
eligibility for retirement is suspended, due to the President's authority to extend such service or suspend 
such retirement. This is commonly referred to as stop-loss authority and the increase is capped at five­
hundred dollars per month. Under H.R. 2638, no funds are to be allocated until the Secretary of Defense 
submits a provisional pJan for the distribution of such payments to the Committee on Appropriations. It 
has recently been called to my attention by a constituent that these funds have not yet been allocated to 
this group of soldiers. 

As you know better than most, our soldiers and their families are making enormous sacrifices as 
they continue to perfonn admirably. The toll of service is particularly difficult on the families of those 
whose servic:;e is extended. I feel that the modest increase in pay for this group of dedicated service men 
and women is just and equitable. Fully understanding the enormity of your responsibilities, I respectfully 
urge your attention to this matter. Thank you for any updates you may provide and for your commitment 
to this great nation. 

LD:TG 

410 C.-.oNoro House 0FFI(;f BUILD"'G 
WASHINGTON, CC 20515 

(202) 221Hi831 
FAX: 1202) 226--5172 

629 NoRTH MAIN STREET 
JAMESTOWN, TN 38566 

(931)879-2361 
FAX: 1931) 879-2389 

477 NORn< CHANCE"Y STREET 

SUITE A-1 
McMINNVILLE, TN 3711 o 

1!131) 473-7251 
FAX: (931) 473-7259 

www.house.govflincolndavis 

1064 NORTH GATEWAY AVENUE 
RocKWOOD, TN 37854 

(865) :364-3323 
fAX: 1865)354-3316 

1804 CARMACK BoULEVARD 
SUITE A 

COLut.IBOA, TN 38401 

(9311 490-1!69$ 
. FAX: 1931 I 491H1675 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Dr. Gates: 

Febmary 11, 2009 

We are writing to express our strong support for 1he E-20 Advanced Hawkeye 
program and request your oonsideration of a reprog:rammillg of fimds for Fiscal Year 
2009. We are aware of significant undesired consequences for the E-20 program as a 
result of the enacted funding levels for Fiscal Year 2009, and we urge your personal 
attention to this issue. 

As you know, the E-20 Advanced Hawkeye program continues to perform 
satisfactorily on both cost and schedule. Since enactment of the appropriations bill, an 
Operational Assessment has been completed and the program remains on track to xeceive 
Milestone C approval in Spring 2009. After reviewing the final appropriated levels for 
this program in Fiscal Year 2009, however, we are concerned that CUll'ellt funding will be 
inadequate to sustain this program in transition :from development to low rate production. 
We believe there are negative impacts to both the cost and delivery schedule of these 
aircraft. 

Therefore, we request that you reprogram ftmds in Fiscal Year 2009 to support the 
procurement of the third Low Rate Initial Production (LRIP) Lot I aircraft in Fiscal Year 
2009, and provide advance procurement for the third LotH aircraft in Fiscal Year 2010. 
Furthermore, we urge you to ensure that the Fiscal Year 2010 request includes 
procurement ftmding for all three LRIP Lot ll aircraft. 

We thank you for your consideration of this request, and we Iotik fOlWard to your 
strong support for prioritizing reprogramming of Fiscal Year 2009 funding for the E-2D 
program. 

sincerely, 



• 

-:/~~ TIM~~ 
Member of Congress 

cc: The Honorable Donald Winter, Secretary of the Navy 
ADM Gary Roughead, Chief ofNaval Operations 

~~,._~ 
. GAR: • ACKERMAN · 

Member of Congress 

d__~~ 
MICHAEL A. ARCURl 
Member of Congress 
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The Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Secretary of Defense 
Depanment of Defense 
I 000 Defense PentqOn 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 23, 2009 

~002 

We at:e writinglO request that you pi'Oil'lptly and fully distribute authorized ccmpensation to members of 
our Armed Forces whose service bas been eXtended by the Department of Defense's stop loss policy. 

. . 
Over the past seven years. over 160,000 military personnel have had their scrtice-duty colltl8CtS 

extended due to stop loss orders. Today, there arc: over 12,000 soldiers in the active Anny, Army Reserve and 
Army National G.uard who remain on active duty beyond \heir scheduled scp8fatio.n date as a result of stop 1~. 
This policy especially impactS lhe National Guard and Reservists, many of whom have already been deployed 
much longer than they expected. This is why we introduced legislation in the II 0111 Congress to provide 
payments to service members for each month they are extended as a result of stop loss. 

On Sc:ptember 30, 200&, the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, and Cominuins Appropriations 
Ac:t, 2009 was signed inw·Jaw (P.L. 110.329). The bill provided that all military personnel that have had thc=ir 
service duty contracts involuntarily eKtended due to stop loss orders, during Fiscal Y car 2009 will receive ·. 

· compoll.SCtion. The bill a!so allocated Si2 million tbr the compensation, thus providing enoUGh to competU&Ie 
each soldier with the full SSOO amount. 

It has been nearly five months since the bill was signed into law and stop loss compensation paymeou 
have yet to be distributed. We urge you to wotk with die House and Senare Appropriations Defense 
Subccnwittees to develop a thorough and appropriate disbursement plan as quir;kly as possihlcto fulfill the 
Department's obligations under P.L. I 10-329. Our soldiers are heroically and bravely defending our country 
abroad., and they are awaiting the ml.lCh-deserved recognition and compen9ation for the unforeseen sacrifice so 
many have been aillcd on to perl'OJm. 

Thank you for your prompt att~tion and your consideration of this i111po11ant request. 

Sincerely, 

I '• '~• I! 'jN .. l, .,_ ,•, "'''" 
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February 17, 2009 

·The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

COMMITTEE_ ON ARMED SERVICES 
READINESS 

MIUTARY PERSONNEL 

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR 
WORKFORCE PROTE<:TION 

HEAL 1HY FAMILIES AND CoMMUNITIES 

COMMITIEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES 
INSUI.A~ AFFAIRS, OceANS AND WILDLIFE 

NATIONAL PARKS, FoRESTS ANO 
PUBLIC lANDS 

WMN.shea-porter.house.gov 

We are writing to express our concern about recent reports that the Department of 
Defense has awarded KBR a $35.4 million contract that includes major electrical projects 
and request that you review the contract awarii and report to us explaining why the 
contrad award was made to KBR, given its long record of deficient electrical work in 
Iraq. 

As you are aware, KBR has held a contract for building maintenance for U.S. military 
facilities in Iraq· since 2003. During this time, there have been numerous investigations 
into the dangers KBR's faulty electrical work is creating for our military personnel The 
Department of Defense Inspector General is currently investigating the electrocution 
deatbs of18 Americans (16 soldiers and 2 contractors) in K.BR-maintained facilities. 
KBR is under criminal investigation fur the electrocution deatbs of several U.S. soldiers 
in Iraq. The House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform conducted an in­
depth investigation into the problem of electrocutions in U.S. facilities in Iraq and the 
death of Staff Sgt. Ryan Maseth, 24, a decorated Green Beret electrocuted in his shower 
on January 2,: 2008. The Committee's investigation showed that KBR was alerted to the 
deficiencies in this and other cases, but failed to take corrective action. In 2008, the 
Defense Contract Management Agency (DCMA) issued a "Level III Corrective Action 
Request" to KBR, indicating that the contractor was in "serious non-compliance." This 
action request, the final warning before a contract is terminated, points to KBR's 
continuing failure to ensure electrical safety for our troops. With this history, it is not 
surprising that Capt. David J. Gfafl: commander of the DCMA's International Division, 
was quoted in an Associated .Press article, stating that "many within DOD have Io·st or are 
losing all remaining confidence in KBR's ability to successfully and repeatedly perform 
the required-electrical support services mission in I;raq.'~ 

Despite these serious, ongoing concerns, the Department of Defense has awarded KBR a 
new contract that includes the type of work that KBR failed to perform adequately for 
years. Threats to the safety and lives of soldiers or others because of known hazards and 
negligent performance of work are not acceptable. 



We would therefore appreciate a thorough review of the recent contract award to KBR. 
At the very least, when our soldiers put their lives on the line fur us in a war zone, we not 
only owe them the assurance that they will not be electrocuted in the shower on their 
return from a mission, but also that those who provide them with services put our 
soldiers' safety ahead of their profits. 

Thank you fur your consideration, and we look forward to your response. 

Sincerely, 

k1~ 
~.~.~ 
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The Honorable Roben Gates 

Seeretary of Defense 
1000 Def-e!i$e Pentagon 
w~ oc.w30l-1300 

Dear Secretazy Gates. 

We wri~ today concerning S~ion 256 of the FY 2009 Natioqal Defense Au~on 
Act (PL.ll0-417). As you know, tbis.section requireS the establishment of an ex~v.e 
a,gc,flt to oversee ])epartment ofDefense .(DOD) activities- related to.--printed ci:rcuitboard 
technologies. We would like to request that the DOD comply with the law and. provide a 
bri~f at your earliest .oonvenience. on·department planning and implementation of 
executiv-e agent requitementS. 

Spccificaiiy, we .aie iot~sted in learning about how the DOD plans to .go. through the· 
executive.agent selection process, as well.as where and- when its offiee 'will be 
established. What autbori~. -resotm:es and responsibilities in adilition t\1 what the 
legislation preSCribes will the executi¥e· agent have? How and when will the offi~ be 
funded and fUlly operational? By statute, designation was to have occurred by Jan 12. 
Why·W'a thal delayed? · 

It is OU.l' understanding·th.at·tlle N~onal Research Council's Board on Manufacturing. and 
Engineeting Design studied the ~ofOOD access-to le~yoail(i future generations of 
printed eireuit board teehnplogies. to suppQrl defense and other missions. the resulting· 
2005 report m.ade a:series -of re<:Otmn.en<U!:tions designed t9 ensure continued DOD access 
to printed circuit board tecbnology.and e:rudlle the. development.of new capabilities 
needed ,o.~rt em~ require.men;~. 

1n March 200.8,. a Principal Response team ~onvened by· the Navy and Defense Logi$ti~s 
Agency,IJJ14 c~ 9fm~l$ip ftom the 0~ ~fthe Secretary of Defense. tlte 
Natioaal Security Agency; the military services. and the Departments of State and 
Enewr; reportec.t to Collgmi~ that 'DOD concurs wi.th comments on all NRC 
tecommendations,' and identified c1lrrent.and potential actions-toaddress -each orte. 

Therefore, we be~e that it is criti~al that an executive agent .be estab).jshed quickly to 
monitor and protect issues relat«J to the U;S. printed cireuit board ittdustiy. Safeguarding 
the:tecbno.logy and manufac~g.capabilities of printed ci(euit boards will ·protect-our 
natiOnal interests today and in the futu.J:ci. We strongly urge you to ensure that this office 



have access-to-~ up funding in FV09 $0 that it can be fully _ope.ratio~ ~ soon as 
possible. 

We also ~e you t~ use the expertisealread,-y in place at Naval Surface Warfare 
Cente.r·~SWC), ·Crane Division when you designate the executive- agent for printed 
~uit'board tecfuujl()gies. As yeu ~w, NSWC Crane bas a long history of.sucoess in 
the: printed circuit board field. It is-one··o.f the .few facilities in the country that hu printed 
c~t board-engineering aud ~g e4J.Pabilities. Crane's state-of-the-art 
m-anufacturing ability is suJ)POtted by a superb mc~mioal·staffthat support$ advanced 
manl.lfacturing and emer,giitg teclmology development. Crane also serves as the DOD 
executor to- the- Emerging!Critieal ~teroonnection Technology (EICm program for the 
advancement of printed, c.irc-Wt board:teehnol()gy and proa:sses. 

We ha-ve long supported this project and urge- you to tap into this wealth of experience 
and know!~ a,s you ~~~the executive agent and.·develop this office. 

Please do not hesitate. to conta¢t Joo Davey of Senator Bayh 's staff (202·224-8726)7 Joe· 
O'Donnell of Senator 4lgar'$ staff (202-224-0898), or J~ D"Ercole of Congressman 
Ellsworth's staff (202-225.-4638) if you have any questions or concerns. 

Thank you .for _yQur cOntinued 5enice. We look forward to )'tlur .response. 

S.iilcerely, 

EvanBayh 

Uni~.S~-S~ 

Bracl Bllswoit;h 

U~.States ,........-. · tiv. . . . . . . . . ~'"'.t"''"sen1a .e 

Richard.Lugar 

United S.@tes ~'klr 



BOB FJLNER 
."I ST DIS'TlUC'l". CAUFORNrA •• 

lltANSPOit'l' A.110N ANO INFR!\Sl'RUC'l'URE 
COMMnTI!E CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 

HoUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

The Honorable Barack Obama 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

January 22, 2009 

242~~-t.~E, 
W "SIUN(,'TCH, DC 20515 I 

Tel.: ~202) 22..4...804S 
FAX: (202) 225-11073 

websile: 

I am writing regarding the Iraqi plans to shut down Camp Ashraf in Iraq's Diyala Province. The 
closing of this camp is a blatant violation of the rights of the residents of Ashraf. 

Many distinguished scholars oflnternational Hmnanitarian Law, United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees, Office of the United High Conunissioner for Hwnan Rights, 
International Committee of the Red Cross, Amnesty International, the European Parliament and 
the Parliamentary Assembly ofthe Council of Europe have time and again underscored that 
regardless of the status ofthe United States forces in Iriaq, the residents of Ashraf must continue 
to receive the protection of the US forces so long as they remain in Iraq. 

I respectfully urge intervention to ensure that the Multi-National Forces and Iraq continue to 
protect Camp Ashraf as they have done consistent with their obligations under international law. 

I appreciate your attention to this important matter. 

BF/srn 
2503721 

Member of Congress 

PAINTED ON RECYClED PAPER 



<ttnngre.G.a of tltt lltniteil ~fates 
lllasJJington, DC!t 20515 

Dr. Robert M. G$8 
Sec:relat}r .:p.e;_rense 
1000 Uefense.~en~ 
Washington. DC 201Ql4~00 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

~.12,2009 

We are acutely aware that the US Transportation Command and the US Air Force place a 
very high priority on recapitalizing the fleet of KC-135 Refueling Tankers. We agree with this 
priority. Unfortunately, as the Government Acoo\Dltability Office concluded last year, the 
previous source selection process for the KC-X Tanker was deeply flawcid. We write to you 
today to highlight several key points that we believe must guide a future source selection process 
if it is to be successful. 

First and· foremost. a future-competitive source: selection niust be fair to all parties while 
delivering the. best value solution for the warfigbter at a·reasonable cost f6r the taxpayer. ·In the 
previous souree selection, the-competition was not COildli\Cted" fairly .on several levels. 1he 
Department of Defense (DOD) must not-repeat past mistakes: . 

. > no· Il()t allow ·~oompCrltion ~t all cpstS" to diStort the KC-X solicitation and source 
selection process.· [n tlle months ~e'a4ing up to the rel,ease of the final Request for 
Proposals {RFP) for the previous KC-:X s6lici~h"'O~ ttie Air Force bel)l to the .. 
comp~nation of e~rilal pressure for "competition ai all costs, coupled with musai by 
one J)Otential offeror to competC unless the RFP was changed to its satisfaCtiOn. This led 
to last minute changes in key elements of the Combined Mating and Ranging Planning 
System. (CMARPS) evaluation tool for the sole purpose of quali~ one offeror's 
proposal. 

> Conduct the competition on a level playing field for all p&rties. ln the previous 
KC-X competition, the Northrop Grumman/EAOS team benefited from unfair advantages 
that derive from illegal government subsidies and waivers of regulations that apply to 
products produced in 1he United States. Specifically. the Unit~ States govenunent. a 
complaint pending before the World Trade Organization (WTO) stating that • A-330 
aircraft prochiced by EAD~/ Airl>Us benefi~ from $5 billion in ilJegal .government 
subsidie8. · Note that ~~n 8$~ of the· FY2009 National Defense AUthotiz,ation Ad 
requires DOD to conduet ·a f:eview of the ~m~ of subsidies· 9n the aerial refueling 
tanker competition upon completion ofthe piwcedings of the WTo.· The KC-X 
competition also ~,highlighted tlte-unequallreatinent that Ameri:ean producers face 
· when,competing with products from several aUied nations. Our American produoers 
must abide by many regulations (Beny Amendment, Buy America Act, Iirtemational · · 
Traffic in Alms Regulations; Foreign·Corrupt"Practices Act, arid ~ost accounting · · 

P!IINTEC ON fi!CYCLEC PAPER-
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standards) that add cost for domestic products but me waived for items produced in other 
countries. 

> Take into account full and accurate life-cycle costs for proposals. According to 
Defense Acquisition University studies, Operation and Support (O&S) costs constitute 
approximately 72 percent of total weapon system costs. It is imperative that these costs 
be a significant factor in source selection decisions. and that they be estimated properly. 
DOD made a serious error in the previous KC-X Tanker so~ selection analysis when it 
based estimates of Most ~bable Life-Cycle Cost (MPLCC) on a 25-year interval rather 
than the 40-year interval that was stipulated (and approved by the JROC) as the required 
service life of the aircraft. Furthermore, GAO recommended tbat a future source 
selection give greater attention to the impact of fuel costs in its life-cycle cost analysis. 
GAO concluded that "even a small increase in the amount of fuel that is burned per,hour 
by a particular aircraft -would have a dramatic impact on the overall fuel .costs." Well 
established commercial data shows that the Airbus A-330 aircraft consumes 24% more 
fuel per flight hour than does a Boeing 767 aircraft. This would ~tin very significant 
differe~es in operating costs. 

> Insist that proposals fully .comply with all key requirements of the solicitation. In 
the previous KC-X Tanker source selection evaluation, GAO concluded that in two 
instances the Air Force disregarded the fact that the Northrop GrummaniEADS proposal 
failed to comply with requirements of the solicitation. Specifically, GAO found that the 
Air For<:e uimproperly made award" when it ''wlreasonably determined that the 
awardee's refusal to agree to the specific solicitation requirement that it plan and support 
the agency to achieve organic depot-level maintenance... GAO also concluded that "the 
record does not demonstrate the reasonableness of the agency's determination that the 
awardee~s proposed aerial refueling tanker could refuel all current Air Force fixed .. wing 
tanker-compatible receiver aircraft in accordance with current Air Force procedures, as 
required by the solicitation." 

> Insist that source selection evaluation be accomplished in accordanee with the 
evaluation plan that is established for the solicitation. GAO found that the Air Force "did 
not assess the relative merits of the proposals in accordance with the evaluation criteria 
identified in the solicitation, which provided for a relative order of importance for the 
various technical requirements, and where the agency did not take into liccount the fact 
that one of the proposals offered to satisfy more "trade space•• technical requirements 
than the other proposal. even though the solicitation expressly requested offerors to 
satisfy as many of these technical requirements as possible." Furthennore, GAO 
concluded that the Air Force ~iolated the solicitation's evaluation provmon that "no 
consideration will be provided for exceeding [key performance parameter] KPP 
objectives" when it recognized as a key discriminator the fact that the awardee proposed 
to exceed a KPP objective relating to aerial refueling to a creater depe than the 
protester." 

> Carefully comider ruitionaJ security impac1S and industrial base impacts. Given 
the crucial role that air refueling plays in providing global reach for our military, DOD 
must carefully weigh the importance of preserving domestic design knowledge and 
production expertise. Furthermore, industrial base impacts must be assessed given the 
fragile economic conditions. and weak domestic employment environment. Federal code 



(10 U.S.C. 2440) requires evaluation of technology and industrial base impacts in 
conjunction with major defense acquisitions. 

We also think that it is impol,iant to the successful progress of the KC-X Tanker 
acquisition that DOD commence discussions with the potential offerors. Our understanding is 
that for the last several months DOD has resisted discussions that would help the government 
and industry e~change information, ideas and perspectives. If 1bis program is to move forward 
and yield a positive outcome, we recommend that DOD engage with industry. 

Finally, we urge you to take the necessary time to allow the new Adminis:tra1ion team to 
thoroughly consider the framework for the next source selection process. As much as the Air 
Force needs to begin recapitalizing the KC-13S fleet, we think it is essential that the solicitation 
requirements and acquisition strategy have the input and support of the new DOD leadership 
team that will be responsible for conducting the source selection and getting the program under 
way. 

Thank you for your attention. 

Sincerely, 

flr~VJ.!:.J... 
NORM DICKS 
Member of Congress 

TODDTIAHRT 
Member of Congress 



Cl.otqlress nf tlfe 1lniteb atates 
BuiJiqblu. IC 211515 

The Honorable Robert Oates 
Secretary of Defense 
3E880 The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Oates and Direcror Blair: . 

The Honorable Dennis C. Blair 
Diiector of National Intelligence 
Office of the Director ofNational Intelligence 
Washington, DC 20511 

. . 
. Weare writing to urge you to susjlend·implemett't8tiod1oftbe·~• Qiw&m lntefiigence ··-··----~-------··-
Personnel System (DCIPS) and include this program in the Administration's review of the 
National Security Personnel System (NSPS). 

· We have consistently expressed concerns about the implementation ofpay-for~performance 
systems. which would impose wholesale changes to the current federal employee system. We 
are deeply concerned that these systems undermine collaboration, lack transparency, do not 
ensure fairness, and may have an adverse impact on miDorities. The implementation of these 
systems bas caused widespread distrust and anxiety across the federal government and, in 
particular, among Intelligence Community employees. We note with some alarm that human 
resources personnel and supervisors in converting units have not received adequate training for 
conversions planned within the next six months. 

During the campaign, President Obama indicated that he would consider either a repeal or 
complete overhaul of pay-for-performance systems in 1he Department of Defense (DOD), and 
this week, DOD and the Office of Personnel Management (OPM) announced that it would 
suspend further implementation ofNSPS, pending review of this system. This review may take 
some time, and UQtil it is complete, the implementation of such pay-for-performance systems like 
DCIPS would be premature. 

We hope that you would suspend implementation ofDCIPS until the Administration and 
~ can properly address the future of the intelligence community's personnel systems. 

We~ a pro[npt response to tiUs letter. 

~?,-
. Chaiunan 
· House Pennanent Select Committee 

on Intelligence 

Sincerely, 

e Skelton 
Chairman 

·House Armed Services Conunittee 

.1111 



1!1dtrd t'tatU ~matt 
WASHINGTQN, DC:IQ51Q 

Deat~-Oams.· 

As you know, laSt year's ~panmeitt of'Detense'Appropriatioas-Act provided pa1'dal 
funding for tbc third 000·1000 t1td din:~ lhe Navy tQ. bUdget. fur the mnainq ftmdlnJ 
requirement in 'FYlO: C.onps expect1 die .Navy to.lll:lhcre to -this direction; tlletefore, we write 
to urge your suppon foi full tUndiftg of·tbc '000·1 000 propam in~ FYlO Prosidont's budget, 
ind ~that you eqntinue a thorougb arid~ nmew and.MI\ialion ofthe ~4\'Y.Js 
proposal-to~ tbt Ot"Xl·-IOOQ prognun ad mtan DOO·Sl Pf'Od:licti'on. 

We._. very coneemed @outibc.Navys:lona--tonn shipl;loiklinJ pian. Despite 
several months ofCongrmion~l-.1 Oopamnent.of Det'ense tequosts· tor ~--lysis, lhe. 
Navy-has y«to.ptQvidentl'ieicM ~tiM lft·supportoflhe· propasa~ to. trUncate the DrJG. 
t 000 pto&raJh ·and restart 000~.51 producticm. ·we comilue &o awailaa in-depth eonapiltltfw: 
anal)'sis oftht DOO-Si and 0:00-lOOO. Tfie'Navy•s faiiQre to provkte.~:a dettllilod COSt 
analysil strongly ·;mpeica a lack of suppartjng doeument$ion l'¥f '1M Navy' s.posritjon ·and 
undormbws owconfidlm(;tintbe metitsof.lhcNavy'sp!an totnmeatcthe DDG-tOOO prognm. 
Conpss must hm: dris tntbrmatioo before acqwescing.to a~ of this. magnitude. 

S~-the 000..:1~00 PC'OII'ant-wtU enable the N~\'y:w kvenip SH billiOn •. 
~IMtied reMvdr an4 ~ lundbtg.. The ship ~been desip.cd with sipitlanl 
.,owth-marjins meludkt& power, coolift& space. and '\Wtpt to enable~ npit.t ~"to . 
meet evolvini threats in the existins bull. We belie~ve that c:ontml*l f)rOdl.tcticm .t detwe.cy·(lf 
000-1000 clasJ~ d~ is es~l to the km&-k'J'ill· :subUity of our sbipbulldmg 'Pf-opam ~­
the timely delivery t>f needed capabilities ~ the Navy. 

Witti ~wpcd and -~iation. and thank )'Oll for t:ODJideiii'la mla request 

Sinemly, 

~M.K~ . 

•' ·. 'l.·· 
' . 



(!JJ·~ 
- __ _-_-_-~¢~ 
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Mailberof~ 
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Ql:ongrt~u of tbt ltnfttb &>tatt1l 
~oust of 1\tprtJentatibtS 
Ullubtngton, 1Bte 20515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

March 18, 2009 

We urge you to cancel the OMB Circular A-76 privatization review of public works at the United 
States Army Garrison, West Point 

The A-76 program was shut down· by Congress in the Omnibus Appropriations Act that the 
president signed into law earlier this ~onth becal1Se of longstanding concerns. Two Government 
Accountability Office (GAO) reports issued· last yeat detail how poor guidance from the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) had resulted in systematically overstated savings and understated 
costs as well as a disproportionately adverse impact on older, female and African-American civil 
servants. As GAO noted, even after eight years, A-76 proponents are still·unable to ''reliably assess 
whether competitive sourcing truly provides the best deal for the taxpayer.'' 

Moreover, the A-76 program raises concerns about compliance with the law. The Defense 
Appropriations bill for fiscal year 2009 limits multifunction OMB Circular A-76 privatization 
reviews, like the one of public works at West Point, to no longer than 30 months. The West Point 
A-76 privatization review was formally announced in September 2006, 30 months ago. However, 
an A-76 privatization review starts not at formal announcement-- but when preliminary planning 
begins, when money is first spent on hiring consultants and reassigning civil servants from their 
usual jobs. Indeed, this preliminary planning is actually required by the OMB Circular A-76. We 
understand that preliminary planning for the West Point public works privatization review actually 
began over seven years ago in 2002 and included at least five full-time civil servants. 

We are also concerned about compliance with the provision in the fiscal year 2008 Defense 
Authorization bill, which forbids the Department of Defense from carrying out competitive 
sourcing-related direction from OMB. Less than two months after enactment, West Point tried to 
utilize the prohibition by petitioning the Army for relief from carrying out the public works 
privatization review. In its March 19, 2008letter, the installation discussed a detailed plan for · · 
internal reengineering of its public works functions that would be ·"less di~ruptive" than the A· 76 
privatization review, but yet "yield efficiency·and real savings," and thus be "a win-win for West 
Point and the West Pointcommunity." Nevertheless, this· petition was rejected. Even OMB during 
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the previous administration acknowledged that the A-76 process should not be considered the 
exclusive process for generating efficiencies when officials in July 2008 renamed competitive 
sourcing, calling it "commercial management," and emphasized bus~ess process reengineering 
instead of contracting out. 

This privatization review is already well past the 30 month limitation imposed in law, which means 
that the actual costs likely exceed any savings. In addition, West Point is prepared to achieve a 
satisfactory resolution that benefits taxpayers and the West Point community. We in Congress 
have already recognized the failure ofOMB Circular A-76 privatization reviews by eliminating 
them. Today, we strongly urge you to cancel the West Point public works OMB Circular A-76 
privatization review. 

~(l~ 
MAURICE u§~ a--

ember of Congress 

Sincerely. 
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JOINT Eet»>IO4lC COMMtT'11:e 

Pmident Barack Obama 
Tbe Whi1e Hou. 
Washiftataa, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Pmideat: 

We have DOted with some ccmcem your IDDOUDCCIIleDUbat mldditioDaJ17,000 US troops 
would be sent to Af'gbaaistiD. As tbe soaJs of our sevm year military iavolvemeat JaDiin . 
troubliDalY unclear, we wae you to leCODiider IUCh a mi1itlly escaJa1ioD. 

Iltbe intat is to leave behiJJd a stlble Afahanistaa capable of paaiDg itsel( this military 
csc.lati.OAma, wll be countapocluctiw. A r:aent study by the C8megie J!Dclowmelll bas 
coucluded that "'the oaly mDIIDiDafial way to hilt the .iDsua'gacTs momeatum. is to start 
witbdrawiJla tloopl.. The paeace of foreip. troop1 is tbl most impoltaDt •l.emtmt dri'fiDI tbc 
resaraaacc of the TalibaD. • 

The 20011WboziDdioa to uie militlry fOra: in Afpnfsran allowed miJJCary actiOn "to prcveDt 
any ftdure acts ofi:allimadoaal tmorism apiast tbc Uaited Statet." Coatimdlta to filb.t a 
oounteriasulpoey Wlr iD Aflbaistau does DOt appear to us to be in bepiDa with t1sese 
directives and 1111 esoala1ioa may actuiJly harm US security. 

In a tape releued.m 2004. Osama biD Lldm stated that a1 QMda's goal wu ro "bleed .•. Am.ica 
10 the poiDt of~ iD AfgheniiJbm. He eozdiaued, "AJI that we have to do is to semi two 
mujahedeas to.tba tbrtbell poiDt eut to nise a piece ofclotb 011 which is wrinaa al Qaedl, in 
order to make &cmera1s race there to cause America to suffer Jmman, economic md political 
lossn without their achieviua 8D}'tbiq of DOte .... " We would do well to pay attention to these 
threats and to avoid fa1liDg into any such np through escalatiDD of our military prescm:e iD · 
AfghauistaD. . 

We are also coacemed tbaZ any pmcived mi1it.ary S1WCC!S in~ migbt create pn:aure 
to increase militaty activity in Pakistan, This could very wen lead to daaprous destabilizatioD ill 
tlm region and would iDmue hosrifuy toward tbc United Stares. 

1 
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10126 P.003/003 

Mr. Pmident, iD reviawins qse put history of'~ &ad the IYiti.ou that have failed to· 
coaquer it-Russia sp=t nina yem in .l\flhaaistiD IDCllolt many billioat of dollars lad JDOle 
tbla 15,000 1t.usUG soldiers- we mp yoq, to liCOD.Iid« rl» dec:lsioA to sal anldditioaal 
17,000 troops~ to resist p.reuuze to aca1att eYml fbrthc:l'. 

. . 



JOHN M. MoHUGH,Io¥f!N YOAI< IKE S«ELTON, MISSOURI. CHAIRMAN 
JOHN SPRATI. SOUTH CAROLINA 
SOlOMON P. ORnZ. lEXAS 
GI'Ne TAYlOR. MISSISSIPPI 

ROSCOE G. BARTLETT, MARYlAND 
HOWARD P. 'BUCK" McKEON, CAUFOANIA. 
MAC lHORNBERRV, TEXAS 

~ll ABERCROMBIE, HAWAII 
SIL-ya;TJII!. ,.!YES, TEXAS 
VIC SNYDER, ARKANSAS 

WALTER B. JONES, NORTH CAROI.II'IA 
W. TODD AKIN. MISSDUIII 
J.IIANDYFORBES. VIRGINIA 
JEFF MILlER. FLORin>\ 
JOE WLSON, SOUTH Ct.RDLINA 
F1W11< A LoBIONOO. NEW JERSEY 
ROB SISHQP, UTAH 
MDIAiil. TURNER. CI-llO 
JOHN KLINE, MINNESOTA 
I\IIKE ROGERS. ALASWA 
TRENT FRANKS, ARf20NA 

ADAM SMITH. WASHINGTON 
LOIIETIA SANCME2, CALIFORNIA 
MIICE MoiNlVIIE, NORTH CAAOUNA 
ELLEN 0. T AUSCHEA, CALIFOflNIA 
ROBERT A. BRADV, PENNSYLVANIA 
ROIIERT ANOAEWS, NEW JERSEY 
SUSAN A. DAVIS. CAUFOIINIA 
JAMES R. I.ANGEVI\I, RHODE ISlAND 
RICK LARSEN. WASHINGTON 
JIM COOI'EA, TENNESSEE 
JIM MARSHALL, GEORGIA 
MAOI'LEINE Z BOADALLO. GUAM 
BRAD EUSWQFITH, INDIANA 
PATRICK J. MURPHY, PENNSYLVANIA 
HANK JOHNSON, GEORGIA 

HOUSE COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVJCES 

&.~. -ouse of ~.epr.esentattb.es 
mtas1)ington. JJqc 20515-6035 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 
BLLSIUSTER. PENNSYLVANIA 
CATMYM<I\IORRIS ROOGERS, WASHNGTON 
K.MCHAELCONAWAV, mcAS 

CAROl SHEA-PORTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
JOE COURTNEY. CONNECTICUT 
DAVID LOEBSACK, IOWA 
JOE SEST AI<, PENNSYl VAAIA 
GABRIELLE GIFFORDS, ARIZONA 
NIKI TSONGAS, MASSAOIUSETTS 
GLENN NYE. VIRGINIA 
CHELU£ PINGREE. MAINE 
LAFIRV KISSCLL.. NORTH CAFIOUNA 
MARTVII HEINRICH, NEW MEXICO 
FRANK M. KAA TOUIL. .HI. MAIIYLAND 
ERIC J.J. MASSA, NEW YORK 
BOB&V BRIGHT, ALABAMA 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

DOUG LAMBORN. COl.OIWlO 
ROB WITTMAN, VIRGINIA 
MARY FALUN, OKI.AHaoiA 
DUNCAN lll.llmR, CALIFORNIA 
.x>HN C. FLEMING, LOUSIANA 
MIKE COFfMAN. COLORADO 
THOMAS J. ROONEY, FLORIDA 

ERIN C. CONAlON, STAFF DIRECTOR 

March 26, 2009 

Since the Eisenhower Administration, it has been the policy of the gpvernment that it 
should not compete with its citizens. That policy is outlined in the Office of Management and 
Budget Circular A-76, which governs all public-private competitions to potentially outsource 
work to the private sector. Originally, the A-76 process was intended to be used as a tool to 
detennine the most competitive and efficient source for performing "commercial" work- either 
in the public or private sector. However, it became almost a mandate in recent years for pushing 
more and more work into the private sector, even work that is closely associated with inherently 
governmental functions, in order to meet arbitrary competition goals. 

The House Anned Services Conunittee has taken several steps to mitigate the Widue 
burdens on the Department of Defense. In response to a congressional mandate, the Deparbnent 
ofDefense Inspector General reviewed the military services' A-76 program~. :In its interim 
report (April 22, 2008) the DOD Inspector General noted that: 

• The Army is undergoing many efforts that impact competitive sourcing 
planning, such as Base Realignment and closure, growing the Army, and the 
war. 

• The Air Force feels ''pressure in the budget to conduct" privatization studies. 
These findings were reaffirmed in the final report of December 15, 2008. 

Furthel'll)ore, The Fiscal Year 2009 Omnibus Appropriations Act includes a one year 
government-wide moratorium (section 737) on beginning or announcing any A-76 studies. 

Many ofthe Department's A-76 studies have dragged on far beyond the time limits 
authorized in the 2003 revised Circular A-76, as well as those imposed by s1atute. This creates 
an unfair strain on the federal employees whose jobs are being competed, as well as the 
contractors who have submitted bids for the work. In many cases, an individual service has 
requested a cancellation - either because the installation is seeking an a1temati.Jve approach or 
because the original study was not appropriate- only to be denied by the Department. ---



Secretary Gates 
March 26, 2009 
Page2 

We are aware that the Deputy Undersecretary of Defense (Installations and Environment) 
in a letter to many members of Congress, reaffirmed the competitive sourcing policy that was set 
in place by the 2001 President's Management Agenda; this is the same official who advocated so 
strongly for competitive sourcing within the Department during the Bush Administration. 

In light of the President's memo (dated March 4, 2009), as well as coneems raised by the 
military services, we urge you to immediately halt any pending A-76 studies as well as the 
initiation or announcement of any A-76 study, and to rescind the 2008 competitive sourcing 
policy memo. This will allow the Administration and Congress time to conduct a comprehensive 
review of the Deparbnent's A-76 program and to determine the best course for moving forward 
with a sound competitive sourcing policy. 

We request a prompt response to this letter. 

Sincerely, 

' 

House Armed Services Committee 

IS: cg 

~~~~ 
SOWMON P. ORTIZ 
Chai~an 
Readiness Subcommittee 

I , 



(on~tess of tbe llniteb •tates 
l)oust of 1\tprtstntatillel 

Rla.lbington, )D€ 20515 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

March 23, 2009 

We are greatly concerned by reports that the Airborne Laser (ABL) program is facing 
severe budget cuts or even termination in the Fiscal Year 2010 Budget proposal. The 
ABL is America's premier directed energy effort and represents not only a tremendous 
potential for our nation's warfighters, but also for maintaining America's technological 
edge. It is critical to the future of our national security capabilities. For these reasonst 
we urgently request the ABL remain a robustly funded program. 

According to the Missile Defense Agency, the ABL provides a unique capability "to 
detect, track, target, and destroy ballistic missiles shortly after launch during the boost­
phase. Its revolutionary use of directed energy makes it unique among the United States • 
airborne weapon systems, with a potential to attack multiple targets at the speed of light 
with a range of hundreds of kilometers. " 

Our military warfighters agree that the ABL is essential for addressing many of the 
challenges facing our nation. General B. B. Bell, the former Commander of the United 
States Forces Korea. wrote in 2007. " .. .from a watftghter's perspective. the ABL will be 
an important ingredient in our much needed and required layered missile defense 
capability for the Korean Peninsula. " This is a legitimate capability our nation needs. 

As you know, the Airborne Laser began during the Clinton administration in the face of 
an in~ing ballistic missile threat. Since that time, the proliferation of ballistic 
missiles has only grown. Today, outside ofRussia. China and our Western allies, there 
are 3,000 ballistic missiles around the world. That number is continuing to grow every 
year. As threats proliferate around the globe, the relevance and importance of the ABL as 
the nation's only fully designed boost-phase missile defense system will continue to 
increase. 



The ABL is performing well and is scheduled to shoot down a· boosting ballistic missile 
by the end of the year. Should the ABL be severely under-funded or canceled, the 
promise of speed-of-light and extreme precision in the hands of the warfighter will 
disappear, as will the fragile industrial base that supports it. In short, we will have 
wasted the resources that have been well invested since the Clinton administration. 

Again, we respectfully .request your support for the Airborne Laser program. 

. NormDicks 
Member of Congress 

v. cJI'~ 
Todd Akin 

Member of Congress 

Sincerely, 

~~In'~ 
Kevin McCarthy 

Member of Congress 

Todd Tiahrt 
Member of Congress 

~-h emnc 
Member of Congress 

Member of Congress 



Congress of tt,e lltniteb •tates 
Jlaslfill!liDU, ilC!t 2D515 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

March 25, 2009 

In deciding how to allocate the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act's funding, please give 
consideration to the research conducted by Bell BioEnergy, Inc of Tifton, Georgia, which is 
studying how to use bioengineered bacteria to convert biomass to biofuels. 

Bell BioEnergy is producing renewable, domestically-produced, high-quality transportation 
fuels. The process it has developed will enhance America's independence from foreign oil in an 
environmentally sound manner through the successful conversion of non-food biomass to 
biofuels. Such efforts will also result in the creation of a significant number of new, green jobs. 

Bell BioEnergy is presently conducting research through pilot projects conducted in 
collaboration with the Department ofDefense (DOD) and the Defense. Energy Support Center 
(DESC) at seven military installations around the nation. The projects are located at Fort 
Benning, Fort Stewart, Fort Bragg, Fort Lewis, Fort Drwn, Fort A.P. Hill, and the DESC facility 
at San Pedro, California. At each site, Bell BioEnergy is working to: 

1) Perfect the waste biomass to hydrocarbon fuels process; 

2) Further refine the unique bacteria used in the processi 
a 

3) Produce sufficient amounts of usable hydrocarbon fuels (natural gas, gasoline, diesel 
and jet) for laboratory testing; 

.. 
4) Test and certify the fuels generated by the process as a "drop in fuel" that is fit for its 
intended purpose; and 

5) Gather the engineering and scientific data necessary to design full scale production 
facilities. 

Bell BioEnergy is seeking additional funding to complete these pilot projects. The funds would 
be used to I) complete construction of tile seven pilot pr.ojects, 2) perform university-level 
research to determine the most viable bacteria for converting biomass to hydrocarbon fuels, and 
3) construct the first research laboratory dedicated to the segregation and propagation of the 
bacteria required to convert non-food waste biomass to bio:fuels. 

PRlNTED DI)I_RECVCLED PAPE!I IIIII 
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Re: Bell BioEnergy Funding 
March 25, 2009 

It is estimated that each test facility will employ five technicians. The research laboratory would 
employ 25 to 50 scientists and technicians, with secondary employment of up to 400 people. 
These efforts would support the underlying goals of the American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act, which is to create jobs and help transition our economy toward clean, renewable energy. 

We thank yo\1 for your consideration of our request. 

Sincerely, 

~aD~a:e-k Westmoreland 
ember of Congress 

Member of Congress 



~ongress of tbt Wnittb i>tatts 
Rllat:,ington, Jlfl: 20515 

March 9, 2009 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1 0000 

·oear Secretary Gates and Admiral Mullen: 

Admiral Michael Mullen 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
9999 Joint Staff Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20318-9999 

We understand that the Air Force will be deciding soon where to base the new Global Strike 
Command headquarters, and we know that you have been monitoring the decision process since 
it began last fall. As part of our effort to infonn senior defense leaders, it is our pleasure to 
provide you with this copy of"Why Minot," a comprehensive description ofhow Minot, North 
Dakota, meets or exceeds all Air Force Global Strike Command headquarters basing criteria. 
We have also sent this material to Secretary Donley, General Schwartz and General Corley. 

"Why Minot" showcases the full array ofbenefits that the base and the city have to offer. We 
want to stress in particular how Minot is the only location that offers the ability to bring direct 
oversight to every aspect of the operational nuclear mission. Minot possesses the complete range 
of Air Force operational nuclear expertise.- a nuclear bomber wing, an ICBM wing, and a 
nuclear weapons storage area. A major lesson ofthe past two years is that the Air Force must 
increase command supervision at the operational level. Standing up a new major command 
without doing so would be a major missed opportunity. 

We also want to stress the incredible support the community of Minot offers the Air Force. 
Strong support by the community will pay dividends for the Air Force by helping to ease issues 
like the environmental assessment process and base expansion. When combined with our 
delegation's commitment to assisting the Air Force in its mission to restore confidence in nuclear 
surety and regain its reputation as the world's best nuclear steward, this support is unparalleled. 

After reviewing "Why Minot;" we believe you too will agree that Minot is indeed the best 
location for Global Strike Command! Thank: you as always for your service. 

~U Sincerely, 

lENTCONRAD ~~!·A~""~ 
U.S. Senate U.S. Senate 

IIIII I 1111 
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HOUSE COMMI'ITEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
Ut • .&. Jlou.«e of •epre~ttttatibes 

Wa1lfngtOnt M 20515-6035 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defrme Pentagon 
Washinaton. De 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

ONE HUNOIIeO TSCTH C:c»llfiESS 

April 3, 2009 

Given the Department's experience with the initial P·l S and F-16 engine program beginning 
. in the late 1970s, early on in the Joint Striko Figbler (JSf) program, bagiming in 1996, Congress 

directed· that an alternate engine be included within tbe JSF program. 

The Department supported imd budgeted for the aUernate ensine program wilhin the JSF 
program through fiscal year 2006. Because of internal budget pressures due to cost ovemms within 
other elements ofJSF, the Department did not and bas not subsequently included tbe alternate engine 
in the annual JSF budget request after fiscal year 2006. 

However, in fiscal years 2007-2009, Congress addcci funding to continue the alternate 
engine. And the Department bas obligated all of the alternate engine fUnding provided by Co~ 
until this year. 

Given the likely future oxpcnditure of over S 1 00 billion in procurement and sustainment 
fimding for JSF engines over the life of the JSF program, Congress ~tinues to believe that 
competition wiU provide a net benefit over a single-source proc11rement and sustJtinment model. 
Studies done in 2007 by GAO and the IDstitutc for Defense Analyses also support the competitive 
nwdel as being a net benefit to theJSF program. 

· In a bearing on this issue before our Subcommittee on March 11. 2008, Umtetsecretary 
Young made the following statemeat concerning the execution of funds for tho continued · 
dovclopmmt and pnx:urement of an alternate JSF engine: '1fCongress authorizes and appropriate~ 
ftmds in fiscal year 2009, wo will continue to execute the second soU~W. •. the law TCqllires us to 
obligate and expend 1\mds. ami wt:: will certainly Obey the law."' Y~ tho D~artOlODt's Comptroller, 
Robert Hale, i!s now withholding $35 miiHon in adviUWe procurement funding for the alternate 



., 

engine that needs to be roleased in the April~May period to awid impacting the aHemate engine 
sdleclule. 

. Section 213 of the fiscal year 2008 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) lltates that 
"tho Secrotary of Defense shall ClliU1"C the obligatioa and expenditure in etCh suoh fiscal year of 
sufficient annual amounts for the continued development and procurement of two ·options for the 
propulsion system for the Joint Strike fighter in order to ensure the development and competitive 
procurement fOI' the propulsion system for the Joint Stn).c Fighter.'' Some inside the ~t 
ba\l'e contended that funds cannot be obligated because theto i& 110 proc:urerneat for allemate ename 
prosram progranuneci for fiscal year 2010. Continuing to withhold tbndill8 that was authorized and 
appropriated for altemate engine advanco procurement is urdustified. Sectioa 213 of the fiscal year 
2008 NDAA requires obligation and expenditu.re of alternate ensi.ne t\mds. And the Deparlment•s 
obliption ot f\mc1s for F-22 advance proe01e.ncnt, belies any contention that obligation of funds 
expressly authorized by con·gress is inappropriate based on what may, or may not, ~ in the fiscal 
201~ budget request. · 

Commitmeats made to Congress by the Undersecretary for Acquisition, Teclmology and 
Logisties should not be allowed to be subsequently reversed by another Undersecretary. 
Furthermore. we request that you direct the release or the $35 million in advance procurement 
funding for Ute alternate engine. 

Neil Abercrombie 
Chainnan, 
Air and Land Forces 

Subcornmittec 

R: oe Bartlett 
Ranking Member. 
Air and Land Forces 

Subcommittee. 
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SEN. BEN NELSON 

tlnittd ~tatts ~tnatt 

The Honorable Robert Gates, Secretary 
U.S. J)epartment of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington,DC 20301·1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

April 3, 2009 

laJ 002 

720 HAFI'f SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 
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On April2, 2009, the U.S. Air Foree announced that it had chosen Barksdale Air Force Base in Louisiana as the 
location of the new Global Strike Command to oversee the Air Force's nuclear operations •. In press reports 
announcing this decision, 'l Was greatly ooncemed to see allegations by a member oftbe Nebraska Congressional 
delegation that military commanders have asserted that politics play a role in the decision of the location of 
major new commands. 

Yet the Omaha World-Herald reported on April3, 2009. that "Rep. Lee Teay said that while mili.tary 
... ~g_11UDalldets ~taiJJ.~Iic.QtthalpcJjtios...an::JIQtinyo)Hd.millCh_deeisions, tbGJ oonoede.inpfivate.dlat ~ .... , -. •. -~- • -

politics do play a role. Terry said those politics occur primarily at the Senato level." This is a very serious· 
allega_tion which I believe merits :a:ious consideration and a response by the U.S. Department of Defense 
(DoD}. I am greatly concerned by any accusation that DoD chose Barksdale Air Force Base as the locati~ of 
tho Global Strike Command based on political coDSiderations, particularly those in the Senate, rather than an . 
objective evaluation of the qualifications of the bases. Such allegations, if left unaddressed, seriously undermine 
the credibility and integrity of our anned services and the men and women who serve to keep our nation secure. 

I ask you to immediately investigate and Il!port on the allegations by Congressman Terry as reported in the 
Omaha World"He.rald that military commanders are basing their decisions on politics, in part in or in whole, 
rather than the interests of DoD and the security of our nation. 

Since Congressman Teny provided no specifics to back up his allegations, some could choose to discount them 
as baseless. However, since Offutt Air Force Base scored highest overall of all the bases under consideration in 
the criteria used, and rated the highest or tied for. the highest in all six individual subcategories, it is difficult to 
explain why Offutt was not selected and to argue that politics was not the basis for this decision. 

The longer such an allegation goes unaddressed, the greater the appearance of plausibility becOJnes. Therefore, 
I am requesting an immediate and thorough· investigation of this matter and look forward to yollf response. 

EBN:ceg 

cc: The Honcrable Barack Ohama 
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C!tnUDrtss of tlyt lllnittb •tates 
11aalfington, I Cit aD515 

The Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washingt()n, DC 20301 

March 30, 2009 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

We ~ concerned that veterans who served in Iraq and Afghanistan may be ill, and some may 
have actually died. as a result of exposure to dingerous toxins produced by bmn pits used to 
destroy waste. The-Military Times reports that scores of returning veterans who were exposed to 
bum pits display similar symptoms: chronic bronchitis, asthma, sleep apnea. chronic coughs, and 
allergy-like symptoms. Several also have cited heart problems, lymphoma. and leukemia. We 
write to request that you direct relevant DoD personnel to fully comply with the VA's requests 
for information needed to study the impact of the~ potential environmental exposures. 

Our experience with tn:ating illne88e8 caused by Agent Orange and Gulf War lllness taught us 
that we must be vigilant in monitoring ftlld treating our veterans long aftel1hey have retumed 
from the battlefJekl. Although the J;>epartment of Defense currently maintains that there are DO 

health dangers to troops from exposure to burn pits, we believe it is premature to dismiss 
concerns raised about bum pits after only a few years. 

As you know, a joint study of the bum pit at Balad Air Base found that toxins were present. 
including carcinogens such as diox~ but that they did no1 exceed military exposure guidelines 
for those ex.posed to the fmnes for one year. The Defense Health Board reviewed the study last 
year. While the Board found that the study was generally adequate, it identified several 
weaknesses in the stl.J41y. ~luding the laek of a comprehensive analysis.ofthe interaction of 
varit!us toxins and the failure to conduct a valid study of relevant health records. It .identified 
several ways in which the Army could improve its examination of dioxin serum sampling and 
analysis of respiratory illnesses. 

~ Independent scientists• who have reviewed the joint study of the Balad Ai,r Base have informed us 
that there is a significant danger that veterans may become mas a tesult of exposure to fumes 
emanating from such bum pits. They alsl) noted that the underlying data supporting the study 
was not included and that it will be diffiwlt to ascertain the potential health care implications of 
exposure to the fumes without this data. 

For this IeaSO~ we request that you make tbis underlying data available to our staff and to the 
Oov~ A<;COuntability Office for its review, in a classified setting if required. 

Meanwhile, the rea1 indicators ofthe dangers to veterans are the long-term health measures of· 
those exposed rather 1han less reliable environmental reports. Therefore, the study of those 
known to be exposed by burn pits should be the primary focus. · · 

PAINfED 0H REC~ED PAPER 



Responding to a recent Congressional request along these lines. VeteranS Affairs Secretary 
Sbinseki ga:ve assurance 1hat he is taking seriously our concerns about the dangers of burn pits. 
In the enclosed message, Secrelary Shinseki committed to take the following actions which relate 
to the Department of Defense: 

1. VA scientists have begun heal1h studies on veterans of the current conflicts in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, including teq\1CStins assistance from the Departzne.nt of Defense (DoD) for 
troop exposure and location data. 

2. VA itJ W01'king with DoD to obtain all relevaut exposure data with the goal of 
establishing potential correlations wi1h health problems among affeoted veterans. To this 
end, VA has established a data sharing agreement with DoD thai grants access to this data 
for separated veterans. VA scientists will also review data gathered :from DoD's Post 
Deployment Health Assessment (PDHA) surveys, which ask about exposures to smoko 
from burn pi~ subsequent symptoms, and a variety of other health related questions. 

Since time is of the essence and the lives of our troops 8nd veterans are at stake. we are 
requesting your expressed commitment that 1he Pentagon will fully cooperate with the VA in this 
matter so 1hat these analyses can be completed as quickly and accurately as possible. We also 
request that you direct the relevant Department of Defense offices to fully cooperate with the 

· V A's studies. 

Thank you for your attention and assistance in this matter. 

Represemative Steve Cohen 

-: 



C!on~tefs of tbe Wnittb ci>tates 
aM'bington.JJC: 20515 

President Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC .20500 

Dear President Obama: 

March 3, 2009 

In two weeks the United States will mark the sixth anniversazy of the launch of 
the preemptive war and occupation of Iraq. Like you; we, the undersigned 
Members of Congress, opposed the war ·and occupation from the start and have 
spent the last several years working to extricate the United States from this 
quagmire. We believe that ending the war and occupation in. Iraq means 
redeploying all troops and all militacy contractors out of Iraq. It also means 
leaving behind no permanent bases and renouncing any claims upon Iraqi oil. 

The policy you announced last week in your speech at Camp Lejeune regarding 
the redeployment of U.S. troops. from Iraq is a hopeful sign that the end of the 
war and occupation in Iraq is in sight. We believe, however, that even more can 
and should be done to hasten the day when all U.S. troops and military 
contractors are redeployed out of Iraq and reunited with their families and loved 
ones. 

Specifically, while we welcome your embrace of a withdrawal timeline and your 
commitment to the American people that all combat troops will be withdrawn 
from Iraq by August 31, 2010, we are concerned that the plan you announced 
contemplates leaving up to so,ooo · U.S. troops in Iraq- nearly as large as the 
force deployed in South Korea during the height of the cold war. 

·Accordingly, it would be extremely helpful to us, other members of Congress, and 
the public if you would address the following questions: 

1. · What factors will be used to determine the size of the reserve force to be 
left in Iraq? 

2. What role do you envision for the United States after combat forces are 
redeployed that requires neariy so,ooo U.S. troops to implement? 

3. What actions have the Administration taken, or contemplates taking, to 
comply with the congressional prohibition against tbe establishment or 
maintenance· of permanent bases in Iraq? 

4. Will the role of the "transition force" be changed if violence flares back up 
in Iraq? 

5· How does the plan address the estimated 190,000 American contractors 
cunently stationed in Iraq? 
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We believe that our nation's interests in Iraq and the region will be best advanced 
by reducing the size of the mfiitary footprint and making greater use of our other 
assets of national power, including diplomacy, reconciliation, commerce, 
development assistance, and humanitarian aid. We are heartened that you 
consider the deployment of these national assets central to a viable Iraq strategy. 

We look forward to continuing our dialogue and strengthening our partnership in 
the pursuit of our mutual goal: ending the war and occupation and redeploying 
all American troops and military contractors out of Iraq and reuniting them with 
their families and loved ones. 

Sincerely, 

Member of Congress 



' ·• 

President Barack Obama 
The White House 

C!tnngress of tt,i lltniteb .itut£11 
masl:fittgtnu, I« 2051.5 

March 11, 2009 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Obama: 

We are writing to express our strong support for resuming Operation Jump Start. 

;&03376 

As you know, this effort deployed National Guard troaps to meet our Southwest border security 
needs. Operation Jump Start was a tremendous success. Guardsmen built 37 miles offence. 
repaired 700 miles of roadway, assisted in confiscating over 298,000 pounds of drugs. offered 
support in over 166,000 arrests and helped in 100 rescues. They were vital in securing the 
border, enhancing border infrastlucture, and improving border security and agent safety. 

The main reason why the National Guard was deployed under Operation Jump Start was that 
there were not enough resources on the border for effective security- both in the number of 
"eyes and ears" on the ground as well as infrastructure being built. The mission ended in July 
2008. 

As you know, the Mexican military's crackdown on drug cartels and coiTUption has increased 
violence and decreased stability in the region. Last year. more than 6,000 people and this year 
more than 1,000 have died as a result. On February 20, the State Department issued a travel alert 
as drug cartels are engaged in an increasingly violent conflict among themselves and the 
Mexican government for control of trafficking routes along the U.S.-Mexico border. 

Due to the current situation in Mexico, we believe that more resources are needed to ensure 
additional border security. There are still significant security and infrastructure needs on the 
border and tbe National Guard should be used as an asset in this regard. 

At a time when drug violence from Mexico threatens to spill over the border and expose our 
communities and families to the consequences, we sttongly encourage you to resume Operation 
Jump Start. We look forward to working with you to ensure the security of our borders. 
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Cc: DHS Secretary Janet Napolitano 



Signed by Representatives: 

Ed Royce 
Brian Bilbray 
Howard Coble 
Sam Johnson 
Gary Miller 
Trent Franks 
Todd Tiabrt 
Kenny Marchant 
Sue Myrick 
Rodney Alexander 
Bill Posey 
Dana Rohrabacher 
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<ltongress nf t~:e llnit:eb 8tat:es 
lllasflingtont D<! Z0515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary, Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington DC 20301 ~ 1400 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

Aprill4, 2009 

:2022260092 

We write regarding the U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) report 
addressing the listing and oversight of Superfund sites at DOD facilities, Superfund: 
Greater EPA Enforcement and Reporting are Needed to Enhance Cleanup at DOD Sites 
(GA0-09-278), urging yo\1 to rapidly take all steps necessary to remediate contaminated 
DOD sites. 

The GAO report reached several disturbing conclusions: 

• While the number ofDOD sites considered for placement into the Superfund 
program has declined over the past decade, DOD sites still account for 9 percent 
of all Superfund sites. 

• Despite years of negotiations, DOD and EPA have not finalized Interagency 
Agreements setting out the terms for clean-up of 11 ofthe 140 DOD Superfund 
sites, despite the statutory requirement to do so, reportedly because DOD 
disagreed with the terms contained in the Agreement documents and simply 
refused to sign the documents. These sites include (1) Air Force Plant 44 
(Tucson, AZ) (2) Andrews Air Force Base (MD) (3) Brandywine Defense 
Reutilization and Marketing Office (MD) (4) Fort Meade (MD) (5) Hanscom 
Field (Bedford, MA} (6) Langley Air Force Base (VA) (7) McGuire Air Force 
Base (Trenton, NJ) (8) Naval Air Station Whiting Field (Milton, FL) (9) Naval 
Computer Telecommunication Area Administrative Master Station (Wahiawa, 
HI) (10) Redstone Arsenal (Huntsville, AL) and (11) Tyndall Air Force Base 
(Panama City, FL). 

• Despite the requirement for Interagency Agreements to be signed at all federal 
Superfund sites, the Superfund statute (Section 120 of CERCLA) contains no 
enforcement mechanism ihat could be used if a federal agency refuses to do so. 
Although EPA may initiate administrative enforcement actions under other laws 
(such as the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act and the Safe Drinking 
Water Act) to compel DOD to clean up contaminated sites, EPA chose not to 
pursue enforcement actions until 2007, more than 10 years after these sites were 
first placed into ~e Superfund Program. Currently, there are EPA 
Administrative orders in place at 4 sites: Fort Meade (MD), McGuire Air Force 
Base (Trenton, NJ), Tyndall. Air Force Base (Panama City, FL), and Air Force 
Plant 44 (Tucson, AZ). 

We believe that the Department should immediately enter into the appropriate 
Interagency Agreements and expedite the cleanup of these sites. We request that you 
provide us with a detailed description of your plans to do so, including: 
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• Specific timeframes for when Interagency Agreements will be signed at each of 
the DOD Superfund sites currently lacking them, and the status of any 
negotiations regarding their text, including who is participating in these 
negotiations. 

• Milestones agreed to by EPA and DOD that are expected for inclusion in Site 
Management Plans for the cleanup of each of these sites; 

• Any outstanding issues that may impact these schedules and milestones. 

Thank you very much for your attention to this important matter. Please provide 
your response no later than close of business on Friday May 1, 2009. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please have your staff contact Michal Freedhoff (Rep. Markey, 
52836), or Derrick Ramos (Rep. Green, 51688). 

Sincerely, 

e~.~ 
Rep. Edward J. Markey Rep. Gene Green 

# 3/ 3 



QCongrt~~ of tbt llnittb ~tates 
~ington, J)~ 20515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
100 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 

Aprill4, 2009 

As you kn6w, the:United States is currently facing a number of dauntirtg national security 
challenges. With our ongoing involvement in lraq and Afghanistan, as well as our efforts 
to combat terrorism, the need to recruit and retain qualified men and women for military 
service is greater than ever. We are writing to request that the Defense Advisory 
Committee on Women in the Services (DACOWITS) be restored as a meaningful 
advisory body with authority to independently advise the Secretary of Defense on issues 
concerning military women. Doing so would be a highly effective way to quickly 
identify and address the obstacles to women choosing long-term careers in the armed 
forces, and would ensure that the U.S. military is well prepared for today's wartime 
realities. 

DACOWITS was establishe<lin 1951 as a civilian b~ard of individuals. appointed by the 
Secretary of Defense for the purpose of providing advice and recommendations on 
matters affecting women in.the armed services. For half a century, the Committee served 
as a vital link between the Deparbnent of Defense and the civilian community and .gained 
a reputation for conducting valuable and highly respected analysis on integrirtin.g women 
into the n;ri.litary;making the,armed services more effective over_alJ.. . . . . . . .. · 
.·.. ' . . 

~ . . . 
Many in the security community were surprised and dismayed when the Bush 
administration failed to renew the Committee's charter shortly after taking office. In its 
place, then Secretary ofDefense Donald Rumsfeld introduced a new mandate for 
DACOWITS which cut members, staff, and funding, revoked the Committee's 
autonomy, and diluted attention to women's issues. In addition, former Secretary 
Rum.sfeld imp<)sed restrictions which made the Colllll)ittee's mi;titary installation visits 
less frequent .and less effective, and reduced its diversity ~d transparency in terms of .. 
membership selection and policies. The broader effect of these actio~ has been to. 
sideline serious.study of women in the military, and depriving our armed fore~ of an 
untold number of skilled ·and capable l~era. ·. .: .... , 

' . . . . 
Former Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness Dr. David Chu publicly 
stated. his belief that DACOWITS' work to increase the proportion of women in the 
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military had "probably reached its naturallimits.''1 This statement does not mesh with 
the abundance of studies and reports indicating that many women in the armed forces feel 
they are coming up against a '~brass ceiling" 8s they struggle to rise through the ranks and 
demonstrate their leadership. Under its original charter, DACOWITS worked to address 
women's specific needs as they entered the armed forces in increasing numbers. Some of 
the progressive changes made as a result of DACOWITS' work include coed bootcamps, 
the gender "nonning" of fitness standards, programs to address sexual harassment, and 
family friendly work policies. These institutional changes benefit both men and women, 
and help the U.S. military maintain its reputation as the best in the world. Whoever is 
appointed as the next Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness should 
have an in depth understanding of the need to consider the differing needs of servicemen 
and women, and should appreciate the demonstrated benefits of reducing gender based 
discrimination in the armed forces. 

We believ~ that nACO WITS must be re-established under the Fecterat Advisory 
Committee Act with the mission to advise the Secretary of Defense on a broad range of 
matters relating to women in the military. Additionally, it must be restored to its former 
status through an increase in its membership to at least 25, to be chosen from diverse 
backgrounds, and this Committee should be supported with an adequate budget to carry 
out the analysis and data collection which has proven so valuable in the past We are 
confident in your dedication to creating an enabling and supportive environmen~ so that 
our servicemen and women can reach their full potential and contribute the best of their 
skills and abilities to the protection of our country. The revitalization ofDACOWITS 
would greatly facilitate this goal. Thank you for your attention to this important issue. 

Sincerely, 

B. MALONEY _. ___ 

Member of Congress 

1 ' Stone, Andrea. "Women Warriors Play an Essential Role in Military." USA. WDAY. 11 January 2002. 
http://www.usatoday.com/oews/se.p 11/2002/01/1 0/waniors.htm. (Accessed 31 March 2009). 
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G!:nngress of f~t lnit.eh .&taf~ll 
ilas}Jington, lt'E 20515 

The Honorable Dr. Robert M. Oates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301~1000 

Dear Secretary Oates: 

April 24, 2009 

No. 0 171 P. 2 

This letter is to respectfully request your assistance in reinstating the National Guard 
Joint Counterdtug Task Force's Port and Highway Interdiction mission. This tasking 
was tetminated neady 8 years ago and removed :from the responsibilities of the National 
· Ouat'd Counterdrug Task Force. We are confident this mission set is both immensely 
impa11ant to the national security of our country and provides outstanding training for our 
soldiers and airmen. 

As you know, the Dtug Trafficking Organi2ations (DTO) along the US-Mexico border 
have become an increased thteat to ou1· country. Tbese Cl'iminal and tel1'orist 
orgi.Ulizations control the avenues of approach to the U.S. and utilize these avenues to 
smuggle humans and illegal narcotics. These same organizations then use the lack of 
oversight on southbound cargo to t1'8Dsport money and weapons to the cartels- thus 
fueling the violence and destruction. 

During the period of National Guard support to Port and Highway Interdiction, Texas 
guardsmen were credited with well over $1 billion dollars in drug seizures per year. 
Texas also laid claim to well over $27 million it\ cash sei2ures in one year alone. These 
statistics prove the viability and importance of having Gual'd men and women working 
the secondary search areas along the borde1·- freeing unifonned officers to be out in front 
of the public. 

The threat to Texas and the United States by dmg trafficking organizations is clear. A 
holistic approach must be taken to quell the violence, death and destJ.uction caused by 
these narco-terrorist organizations. Port and Highway intel'diction is a c1·itical aspect of 
this approach a00 must be reinstated immediately. 

Sincerely, 

Rep. Sam Johnson (TX-03) 
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R:ep. Lamar Smith (TX-21} 

Re Jo Culberson (TX-07) 

1:~ 
Rep. Kenny Mal'chant (TX-24) 

%ZJ~ 
Rep. Louie Gohmett (TX-01) 

~~0~ 
Rep. Pete Olson (1X~22) 



April 9, 2009 

President Barack Obama 
The White House 

OLongress of t11c Unite~ states 
DaslTiugtott, 1nC!! 20515 

1600 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Re: Funding for the Purchase ofF-22s in the FY2010 Department ofDefense Budget 

Dear President Obama: 

We are gravely concerned regarding recently announced plans to cap production of the F-
22A Raptor at 187 aircraft. Simply put, this number is insufficient to meet potential threats to 
America and to guarantee our nation's air superiority decades into the future. Over 30 air 
campaign studies completed over the last 15 years have validated a requirement for far more than 
187 F-22 Raptors to replace the original force of 800 F-15 A-D Eagles. The decision announced 
by Secretary Gates not only ignores these facts, but also the validated requirement of our very 
own Air Force. 

' ·~/. :·S~!e~ Gat~s indica~ed his co~tment to the F-~?}·9~1 ~~~ f.~ghter as Ame~ca's 
· '· 5/ generatwn ·fighter Jet. While the JSF 1s a very capable pla,tionn,--It.IS destgned for multi-role 

strike: ~sicns and not op~muzed for the air dominance,~i~sfori~ ·c,·r the F~ .. ~'2> f!oreover, it is 
several years away from full·scale production. · ··• ·· · · · 

As discussed in the January 21 letter to you sign~d by. 194 House Members, the F-22 
program annually provides over $12 billion of economic· activity to the national economy. As 
we face one of the most trying economic times in recent history it is imperative to preserve 
existing high paying, specialized jobs that are critical to our nation's defense. Over 25,000 
Americans work for the 1 ,000+ suppliers in 44 states that manufacture this aircraft. Moreover, it 
is estimated that another 70,000 additional An;tericans indirectly owe their jobs to this program. 

Mr. President, in light of these concerns and in consideration of the importance of the F-
22 program to both American national and economic security, we strongly urge you to 
reconsider this decision and to certify that continued production of this vital asset is indeed in the 
national interest ofthe United States. 

Sincerely, 
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Phil Gingrey 
Member of Congress 
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Member of Congress 

Tom Pric[O__--=­
__.MetfiSer of Congress 

Rob Bishop 
Member of Congress 

John Carter 
Member of Congress 

Ra1ph Hall 
Meml-JeT of Congress 

--S~ 
Sam Johnson 
Member of Congress 
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Member of Congress 

/1~/th~lj 
(ie!:" of Congress 

~o~dAbc;f, 
Member of Congress 

f£~ 

~E.£~' 
EhJah Cummings ~ 
Member of Congress 

(~~ 
Dean Heller 
Member of Congress 

1/.:.JJ ~ iJJ. &(j 
Michael T. McCaul 
Member of Congress · 

Re: Funding for the Pur:::hase of F-22s in the FY20 10 Department of Defense Budget 



~?.M~ 
Patrick McHenry 
Member of Congress 

endrick Meek 
Member of Congress 

Carol Shea-Porter 
Member of Congress 

Don Young 
Member of 

;r~~ 
Kenny Marchant 
Member of Congress 
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~if&~ 
Richard Neal 
Member of Congress 

Bill Shuster 
Member of Congress 

<g~llfJ~~ 
Paul Broun 
Member of Congress 

Re: Funding for the Purchase ofF-22s in the FY2Ql 0 Deoartroem of Defense Budget 
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April29, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Department of Defense 
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We wish to make you aware of an intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance (ISR) 

program in which over $250 million has been invested, and was called an .. unprecedented 
capability," only last October in a letter to our Chainnan, by the Under Secretary of Defense for 
Intelligence, but yet appears to have been orphaned by the Department of Defense. 

The Air Force developed and the Marine Corps employed a turbo-prop based wide area, 
day-only, electro-optical surveillance system called .. Angel Fire" in Iraq from September 2007 
until March 2009. Four King Air 90 aircraft were used in An bar Province. Five additional 
aircraft ("spiral two"). with infra-red night capability, have been funded and are planned to be 
delivered from July through November of this year. 

Responses to inquiries from mid -- March through yesterday to the Commander, Central 
Command; Commander, Multi-National Forces-Iraq; Commander, International Security 
Assistance Force~ Central Command staff~ the Joint Staff; the Under Secretary of Defense for 
Intelligence; the ISR Task Force; the Air Force; the Anny; the Marines and your office indicate a 
lack of awareness of the capability of the system; its status; and/or who has the responsibility to 
ultimately determine the disposition or use of the assets. 

As an example, General Petraeus, signed a letter dated 17 Apri12009, in response to 
inquiry from another Member of Congress, which indicated: .. The Angel Fire system you 
mentioned, which was used by the Marines in Anbar Province in Iraq, was redeployed back to 
the States and is currently being reviewed for possible deployment to Afghanistan." In reality, 
well prior to 17 April, the contractor had been directed to dismantle the podded-capability on the 
"Angel Fire" system contract aircraft, which was "used by the Marines in Anbar Province." The 
first aircraft had its sensors removed last week; the second aircraft is scheduled for this week; 
with the remaining two aircraft to follow in the subsequent two weeks. Further, the Air Force 
indicated earlier this week that there is no funding or plan to use the spiral one or two ••Angel 
Fire" assets in overseas contingency operations. 



Given your priority on making ISR available to support our troops in overseas 
contingency operations, the "unprecedented capability .. provided by "Angel Fire" and "Angel 
Fire's" capabi1ity and earlier availability compared to similar systems like "Constant Hawk," 
which are being fully supported by the Department, the continued dismantlement of the spiral 
one capability and no plan for use of the spiral two capability is inexplicable. 

While ••1\.ngel Fire'' has operational limitations for some areas of Afghanistan, over sixty 
percent of recent IED activity has taken place in southern Afghanistan, where terrain elevations 
allow .. Angel Fire" operations, as well as in most areas in Iraq. 

We recommend that your Programs, Analysis, and Evaluation office examine the ·•Angel 
Fire'' and "Constant Hawk" programs and provide you with a briefing, at your earliest 
convenience. We would appreciate your views on "Angel Fire" and the planned use and 
disposition·ofthe assets of the program. 

NAIRB:bg 

Neil 
Chai an, 
Air and Land Forces 

Subcommittee 

Roscoe Bartlett 
Ranking Member, 
Air and Land Forces 

Subcommittee 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
l 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washing ton, DC 2030 1-1 000 

Dear s~cretary Gates: 

'lllafbington, J)€ 205t5 

April 27, 2009 

We commend you for prioritizing the development and purchase of new airborne 
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance (lSR) assets and light attack aircraft. We agree with 
you that our war fighters in Afghanjstan and Iraq require a robust mix of manned and unmanned 
platforms to accomplish their counterinsurgency and counterterrorism missions. Given the 
relevance these capabilities have across the services- as well as the continued development of 
your Project Uberty initiative- we hope you will organize and resource additional airborne fSR 
and light attack aircraft programs on a joint basis. 

The urgent need to provide these capabilities to our warfightcrs has spawned a number of 
separate dcvdopmcnt ctTorts inside the Department of Defense. For example, lor more than a 
year, tht: Navy ha!l been assessing the c'1pabilities of small light attack aircraft with significant ISR 
capabilities. The Air Force recently studied the need for a similar capability. Based on input 
from our commanders in the field, that study may grow into stated requirements for new assets. 

Moreover. lhe Air National Guard (ANO) is preparing to demonstrate the capabilities of 
rhe AT-6B later this year. We have strongly supported the AT·6H research and development 
effot1 inside the ANG for the past few years, and we hope that the Navy and Air Force will reap 
some of the benclhs of a project that appears to be maturing just at the moment such capabilities 
are most needed. 

Based on conversations with the Navy, Air Force and Air National Guard, however, we 
remain concem~d that d'forts to develop a light attack and ISR platform remain uncoordinated. 
We believe DoD should develop light attack aircraft capabilities on a joint basis. Only when the 
services m·e working in a coordinated fashion can we expect to get this important capability to our 
warfighters efticicntly and expeditiously. 

We hope you agree with our recommendation, and we stand ready to work with you to fund 
a joint light attack aircraft pmgram that draws together DoD's multiple and ongoing programs. 

Sincerely. 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Mr. Secretary. 

ONEHVNOAEOE~VENTHCONGRESS 

April 28, 2009 
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ltiOMI\5 J. ftOOOieY, fLOIIIDA 

I am writing you today to express my concern with the cost growth and schedule delays 
of the Navy Electromagnetic Aircraft Launch System (EMALs) program. The EMALs system 
is designed to replace the aircraft launching steam catapults in USS Ford class aircraft earners 
with the advantages ofincreased catapult capacity and lower overall maintenance life cycle 
costs. 

It is apparent that the Navy did not aggressively manage this program over the last f~w 
years. It was not until recently when the senior Navy acquisition official directed a complete 
program review that the full scope of the cost increases and schedule delays became known. I 
understand this program review evaluated alternatives, including cancelling EMALs and 
reverting to steam catapults for USS Ford. Such change would require a significant redesign 
effort for areas of the ship already designed and would delay delivery of the carrier for a least a 
year and perhaps as long as a year and a half. Conversely, the decision to stay with the EMALs 
system also contains significant technical risk and has the potential to delay carrier delivery. 
Testing of the fully integrated EMALs system will not begin until early this swnmer, yet 
production of the operational system must begin immediately to meet construction schedules. 
Any significant issues discovered during test will of necessity delay the construction of the 
carrier and undoubtedly cause significant cost growth. 

Because the implications ofthe failure of this system to deliver on time are so great, and 
the associated cost impact to the CVN-78 contract could range in the billions of dollars, I believe 
this program needs additional and targeted oversight on an hour-by-hour and day-by-day basis. I 
also believe this additional oversight will be required for a significant period oftime, perhaps as 
long as five years, while this system is tested, produced, delivered to the construction yard, 
installed, and verified. 

In addition, I encourage the Navy to maintain transparent reporting to Congress on the 
status of EMALs. For example, although EMALs does not meet the requirements for designation 
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as a major subprogram of the CVN-78 program, the Navy should consider reporting separately 
on EMALs in selected acquisition reports, unit cost reports, and program baselines. 

It is my intention to hold an oversight hearing on this program in July. I intend to call 
Navy acquisition officials for this hearing but extend to you the invitation to provide a senior 
official from yom staff to discuss risk management as this program rrioves forward. The focus of 
the hearing will be to understand what process is in place to maximize the chances of success 
and to alert, at the earliest time possible, the risk of failure. 

Thank you for your continued service to the country. 

Chainnan, 
Subcommittee on Seapower 
and Expeditionary Forces 

cc: Admiral Michael Mullen, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Admiral Gary Rougbead, Chief of Naval Operations 
Honorable Sean Stackley, Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Research Development and 
Acquisition 



Clungrtu of tire llnitd 6tatu 
WulJiugbm ••• 20515 

1'bo Hcaoablc llobcrt M. Gates 
Secn:tary of'Dehae 
1000 Defc:de Pentagon 
WubiDatou, D.C. 20301 

May 1.2009 

We wri1a 1o exprea~ our doep c:cm=m about r=ut media nporls on the JoiDt Carao 
~ (JCA} program. An article m The Hill, published on April2l, 2009. iDdicatcd 
that tbc JCA propam. will be cut in half aad the ranainh\J planes allocatecl to rbe UDi.ted 
. S1ate1 Ail Force in tho Department ofDctculs pzoposeci Pilcal Year 2010 bqel We 
believe that, if implemaltcd, nch cuts would be impede the .wlity of the Uaited. Stmes 

· Army, speci&a11y the Army NatioDal o.am, to moot intra-lbeatcr lift~ for 
lhe "Jut tactical miW' as wollu sevcrcJy ClODIIniB dte Army and Air NatioDal Goard's 
ability to respoDd to a ctom.tic disaster. 

' 'the eurreat iatdrtheatrc airlift capabtlity in tbo u.s. Amly is iasatlk:ieat to meet the 
demads of the wars in Iraq and Afgbaaistu. The Army has relied on the 0.23 Shape, 
an UD-plti8UJizcd aircraft that CllmOt pc:dorm mcdlca1 evacuadoD milskma nor tl'l.lltpOit 
mocHm carso palletL The lack ofrobat aidift O'VCI' the '1ast tactioal mile" bas also 
beed tbe 1umy toJRII its Chmookhelicoptera. ~ laina tad mneed of 
teplaccmelat. into zuisaiom the helicopter was m:M' desianed fot. The 2009 Quadralmial 
hies ad Miaioa.s Reriew R.cport (QRM) aaessec1 diele COJ1eeTN llld eozduded that 
•'the optiou. dlat p-ovidcd tho most VJ.1ue to t1u1 joint~ was to assigo. the C-:1:71 to both 
tbe Air Force aaufADny." The Padagoa.~a proposed <Mt~IDil program cbeps m: in 
dhec:l ccmUadicticm to the findinp fmm tbia cqreasionally aulborized report. Tbe JCA 
wiD allow for more rapid. delivery of larger aqo loads~ aborter and mora RmOte 

aiatrips and help fill the logiadcal needs of tho war fightet on the tnodem battWWd 

'Ibe Air NatioDil Oaanlllso has an tUgent neod fOr the JCA to :ftdfill homeland security 
missioDI. The tmnination of the National Gurd"a ponioG oftbe JCA PJO&IIDl will 

. f!Ijmjnate a eriJica1 capability in many Air Natiaoa1 Guatd 1lDits aaoa tbe c:aont11 that 
lost their flyiDg missicms during B:UC 2005. Wilboulan adequate replaoement ~ 
·the Air Natioual Guard m ~states will beunabJe to nan pet'IOilMl and tkiU. that 
have tabo yean to cultivate. The Nalicml OuardBurelu has a ptOIDiaed beddawn p1an 
tor the l'CA iu states effected by BUC mel 1he etiminat:k111 of the p:t08ft1D casts doubt 
about tho tbture of&se ~ This would baan tho Air Natioual Guard's ability to 
telpODd to a domestio t::risis. Whetbet the disaster is & JmnicaDc or latp scale tmorist 
attack, the 1CA would allow rM Air NadODII Guazd to deliver supplies to area that 
would otherwiae be ilwcessib!e to fixed-wiDg ainnft. The Naticmal Ouard baa bcerl 
.asbd to play a 1arpr role in homehmd clefrmeand disaster~ in rectmt y.s and 
tluiJCA will be a critical fnol for the Guard in fblfilling theie~m1'isioas. 1'be JCA i& 
deliped ibr the meeds of1hc servicemen and wOmen fighting on asymmetric 
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battWiotda aad is oae of the few DoD programs, that is ruD11iDa 011 budpt aod on time. 
Any changes to the JCA fXOII'IIn wiD risk the readiaess of our Amry~ Air Foree and 
Nadonal Olad to respond to tho fW1 spe(uum of~ and rcquiremeDts. We slroDgly 
urge you to contiDue wi111 the pl'OJr8Jil ofreconi for the Joint Carao .Aimmft Propam. 

Thaak you for your time and CODSidcration of this very impormat issue. 

Shwlerely • 

. . 

faiDU/003 

.. · ... ·.,·;, ... 

~~ 1!,..1:. 
. ·.DipBwtoo. 

·· ···"tlilticd States ~ve 

-~~.· 
Tllll Jcndan 

. 
·. •.:· .... .¢:. 

'·· .· ... ,;:.;,:-• 



I • ' _.:_;;:, ~ 
~·· . ' "., 

...... 

. I 

IIOUIOOl 

I , I 
~ 
' ; 
! 
! 
[ 
I 
' i 



I=PR-15-2009 €19=52 
r.llt(E COFFMAN 
-~.e.-

ARMED SER'Ial COMMillEE 

REP M I I(E CCFA'RII 

Qhmgres.s Df t~t lnittlt &tam 
., ... , llf lfpmentatturs 

WuJrtntta.IGt 2115l5-41&U& 

AprillS, 2009 

President Bmck Obama 
1600 Pconsylvania Avenue 
WBShinaton, DC 

President Obama, 

/~tt'-7/!5'1 
202 226 4623 P.01 

1IIJI~NOLIIIo.-..,._o 
w-Dc:IOIII .,.....,. 

II'IIIICT OffiCII 
__ .,.... ...... .._r .. -.c:o.-.:M 

llVIZIH'11t 

As you are well aware, pimcy has become a serious thtcat to both American and iDtemational 
shippina. The ru,jority of these pirate attacb have taken place along the coastline of Somalia­
a coastline the same length as the United States eastern seaboard - and in the Gulf of Aden north 
of Somalia. 

The ~nt kidnapping of Captain Richard PhiJlips fOllowin& a raid on his commercial ship, the 
Mamk Alabama. by Somali pi..atea proves mote anrusiw action is needed to combat piracy. 
The incident involving the Maersk Alabama wu a spectacullt show of c:o1UaJ,e, goqd luck, the 

exrraontinary military skill ofU.S. Special Fornes aad 1M smart decision-making by the Captain 
of the USS Bainbridge, Commander Frank CasteUauo. Unfortunately, in tbe ~ •. the pirates 
may be unwilling to take- a ship"s Captain hostage to protect the safety of the crew or the crew of 
a merchant veHel rnay be unable to fight back. They were very lucky that the U.S. Navy mivcd 
b6fore the pitate.s were able to make it back to llllld which would havo made it extremely difficult 
to tra.;k them down. 

The piracy problc:m is nota Jaw cnfoo:emem challenge because the pirates have lJQrestricted 
access to Somali port facilitiea lnd land bases that are sancticmcd by d1e goveming iamtutiom of 
Somalia irrespective of how dysfunctional they are. This is a mi6tary problem and tJaase at1acks 
on U.s. merchant ships constitute: an act of war oa the United Sta!es. 

A new course of action should be revinnd. Sending U.S. Warships to patrol these waters isn't 
enough to J)J'Otect U.S. flagged merchant ships. This is an area that isl.l million square miles 
and the U.S. Nhy, or any na.vy, hutbeirhands full tr)l'in8 to proteettbis vital Jbipp.ina lane. 
The placement of smalJ det.acbments of U.S. Marines or Sllilm aboard U.S. ftaaged merehant 
sbips 'WOUld. help bring an end to the piracy problem off of the coast of Somalia for U.S. . · 
commercial shipping. 'fbjs would be a much more cost effective way of mdina any advantage 
that the pirate$ have. N~w rules of enpgezunt should give U.S. military personnel, assigned to 
U.S. merchant ships. the authority to enpgc any small boat if it d811l012Str11a hostile intent when 
approacblng a U.S. merchant ship. 
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Thue is a prece~cnt for using U.S. mili1ary personnel on U.S. fiqgcd mcrchaut wnels. During 
WWJI, U.S. military personnel were deployed on U.S. flagtd ship$ to proviWI protection. 
TheR detachments were called 11Tbe Naval Armed Guard," md were established I1Wt tbs 194 J 
repeal o(!he "Neutrality Act of 1936." which had outlawed the annina' o U.S.mercbant vessels. 

It isn •t neces.wy to talk about military operations against the pirates along the Somali coastlin~ 
when we bavc the optioD to put small military detachments on board U.S. co~ ships. 
These raid!, would not only put mem"n of our military unaecenarily at risk bot. there would 
always be the potential for coUateral damap causma harm to the iwoc:ent hostage~ and civUians 
in the aarget areas. · 

Mr. ~idem, how many sailon and Marinos IR available for sud\ actions and are iou wil!ins 
10 temporarily s1arion military detacbmetu on U.S. flagged mcrcbant ships? 

Thank you for your time and I look forward to your response. 

Sinaerely • 

./L."b a#.,......z ---· 
Mike Coffman. M.C. 

CC: The Honorable Robert Oates 

TOT~ F'. 1212 



Citnugrtns of ti,t 1!tuit.eb •tales 
WasiJingtau, DC 20515 

March 26, 2009 

President Barack Obama 
.The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania A vc 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

/u co-chain of the 52-member bipartisan U.S.-China Working Group, we are writing in 
· regard to recent developments within the bilateral U.S.-Cbina relationship. 

Last week, the Working Group hosted Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense David 
Sedney for an update on U.S.-China military-to-military relations. We are supportive of 
your efforts to protect U.S. Navy reconnaissance vessels and your decisioa to send a 
destroyer escort to the South China Sea. The harassment of U.S. interests by Chinese 
ships is a violation of international law and we applaud your decisive rcisponse. 

Additionally, we urge your continued ~ of increased U.S. - China military-military 
relations. In our view, the U.S.-china diplomatic relationship will be the most important 
of the 21• century. Strong military-to-military coDDeetions remain ins1rumental in 
expanding and improving that relationship. 

Thank you for your leadership on this issue. We look forward to working with your 
Administration to advance U.S.-China relations. 

~ 
Rick Larsen 

4~-
MarkKirk: 

Member of Congress Member of Congress 
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C:ongr~ at .ttJt ltntttlJ Atattf · 
•lil'&lngtan, Jl( 20515 

1'he Honorable Ro0011 M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefenSQ . 
1000 Defense P~tagon 
Washington, DC 2030l 

Dear Secretary Oates: 

May'· 2069· 

Your Jntemat·budget process «maists.of serious delibotation on threat amdysis, rlsk:· 
a:ssesament and cost ~efit tradcoffs in regit<l :to budgetary deCisions. This hlformation is 
ctitical iorMembera of Congress and the p.ublit:to know, and for this roason I am-eot.l~ 
about-a ~biqg ttcnd·ofrestrkting budget and inspection infmmation within the·Departknent 
of Defense. 

I undentand that you·m:ently asked senior off'tclal~ in the ~t to sign • Non­
disclo'Stlre Agreement~ it rea. to the President's FYI 0 ;Bud~ proposal. While· Hully 
understand that some oflheae discu~onsmust be kept eonfidential, I em co.aeemed.tbat 1) this 
agreement is not. strictly limited to pmiecisional discussions. aad l).that·CO~ DiaY be · 
cx~luded from over~gllf. and engaetment due co the rcstri«ioni ptit in phwe bt tbb a~ 

Specifically, ·the Agreement states .that. budget-rela1ed infttrmationrcstrletcd inc~ . 
.. [infi;trmation,] ptededsiooal ~r-etlienrise,.concemins the Administration~s delib~ of the 
nature and amounts of the President's budget for: Fiscal Year-2.010, and any supplemental budget 
request submitted during the curr:cn1 fiscal year!' Can I ex~t a candid answer from a·senior 
military official when I ssk tbem.about tim ptoeeBS used· to establi$11 priorl~es. either now, or 
after the President's detailed Budget is released to the public? Members of-Congress deserve 
tandid answers from senior mililaty officers that are not auppr.cssed or c:ensored-eitbcr·cumctly, 
or implicitly via a culture of regulations that muzzles their independent pl'Ofessional jUdgment. 

We are well. aware that only the President andlris $taff ~ fh~ .Mt ~- tnd 1'CI&UJ'Ce 
Jtqllments o(the UJtit~States·Oovemment, and members of his Administration are~ 
to implement his guidance. However, 1hc ConstilUtion aharges:Cen~ not the Executive:~ with 
the mandate to mise ·and support. armies and.na'ries, and it grants authority to Congress to fund 
the budget for our defense and the-ot~ constitutional ~nsibilffies. 1 am l!O~ u.t 
these-restrictions on tbe deliberation of these tradeof& ale reflected in~ Ptesident'·s &dget thia 
year and future year; severely and unneeeuarily ·limits the Coogress.in these~ 
duties. ' 

The Cb~ 8fid the. Nltion ·as a whQle, can ilt-affotd our N.-tton•s senior m'llitary 
leJdership to be fo!Wd to equivocate or be pedantic in so ftrr as their professional opinion is 
concttned. particularly-as it relates to risk -caleulation and thioat analym MSOCiate4 with. tho­
priorities of the Depertmeilt l)fDefeilsf11 and the allocation of taxpayer dPllats~ 



~ore, I am concerned: to. team that previously unelftssifled IN'SURV ipspoctioos 
will now be classified. It is sometimes only through the media -ad ·p~~ awareneas~.as waa this 
cne with the inspections oftho USS8tout and USS Chosln. tbat.we team of the urpt need tG 
address some Qf the Shottfalls ·the miiifary ~Jncluding the $411 milliOri shot1fall hi Jhlp depot 
tmrintenanee . .fot fhis year alone. If me. ~po~are cl'a~tsified. we are unable to «tmniutlkate 
these heedatQ the wblic. 

Lastly~ senior-Amty-offwials alxupfty withdrew·fi:om a recent heaiing :befbre the House 
Armed Servit~ea Air and Labd Forees Subcommittee mtFutW'e Combat S~ Thit:hearing 
W$ to ~-ob.the· s1atus oftbe FCS pro,8Jant bl llght of a recettt OAO ft\pw-t that D'lade 
rtlC:Ottlmendetioqs on.tbis. ·&y&tem. 1'he$e aetions comlnqe to:ccm,trl;bute.t& fue perceptlQJl tbatitbe 
~ in not interested ~ eDgaging w,ith Congress to determi.ne:the best ~bi~~elutiOn.. 
The ci_assification of inspections and excluding Conpss ftom. budgetary diScuSSion s.et"& as an 
impediment for Cotips to mJfill its oonstitutiomlJ telpOilSibility to .provide tho i\OCe'saary· 
.resources 'to slqlj)Ort our national security stl$egy and the fCSt of the federal govemm •• 

More than ever, our budset needs a dose took. fn ~ Pmrident 0~ indieated in ooe 
of his first Executive Orders concern:ing the Freedom of Infurmation Act •. that "Ad~ 
requires acwuntabiiity,lUld·acooWitability requires ti8nlpBtenQJ". AaJus&.o Louis Btaildela 
wrote. 'sunlisbtis said to be the bestoidisi.nf~ .... , ·we·llltderstand.thr:¢.most budp 
40Gument~ a.,re ~ot ~U:bjeotto FOlA -~er ~ USC. ~52{b)(~·and it IOaf be timely to~~ 
this exemption. . - · · 

• 'Ihen:·is no more serious m._ponsiblUty that President Obama~ y~ Oi we have than 1Ii 
eJlS\,Il'e the security of this great. N-ation. We r.eJl14lill..strong su~ of yqur eftbrts ~ oftbe 
camdor with whicb you ~ testified.before Congress. We look.:fbrwatd to WO'Jidni wi'Ch:you to 
ensure our Nation has the defense it needs. Thanks you for your assistance, 

Sitmerely,_ 
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econgress of tbe llnittb 6tat~ 
llaibfngton. att 20510 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

May6,2009 

All Congress awaits the submission of the President's Fiscal Year 2010 budget request for 
the Department of Def~ we write to share our strong and unwavering support for the 
Air National Guard (ANG) units in our states that lost their flying missions through 
BRAC2005. 

As you know, the last BRAC round made significant changes to the lay down of aircraft 
within the ANO. In our six states, many units lost their flying nlissions- ranging from 
A-lOs, C-l30Js, and F-16s - with some losing the only flying mission stationed 
pcnnanently in their state. The loss of a flying mission is a direct threat to the manpower, 
readiness and relevance of our ANO units and their continued ability to meet their state 
and federal duties. 

The ANO not only serves our nation as we ask. them to support operations in Iraq and 
Afghanistan and around the world, but they also serve the local state missions. Without a 
permanent flying mission within the state, the ANG may lose the valuable expertise and 
experience our airmen provide. With the immense capability the ANG provides to our 
nation. we must not jeopardize the investment we've inade in the ANG personnel forces. 

According to the 2008 Air Force Weapon Systems Roadmap, as well as subsequent 
planning by the Air Foree and National Guard Bureau, our six states are each expected to 
receive the C-27J Joint Cargo Aircraft (JCA). While we welcome the assignment of a 
permanent flying mission to our states, we are concerned that continued debate about the 
organization and control of the JCA program could place the future of our ANG units at 
risk. We believe it is important to fimlly resolve the '1-oles and missions" debate with 
regards to intra-theater lift, and move forward with a program that meets the needs of 
ANG states impacted in BRAC while also addressing the capability gap faced by our 
warfighters. 

This is a pivotal year for our Air National Guud. To this end, we look forward to the 
Department's strong support for the aUoeatioD of permanent flying missions to our 
states as part of the upcoming submission of the 2010 defense budget. 

As always, we thank you for your service to our nation and look forward to continuing to 
work with you to support our men and women in unifonn_ 

215 
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Chriuopher Dodd 
United States Senator 

Mark Schauer 
United States Representative 
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Sinccrclyt 

~ .. 
a~~ Lieberman 

United States Senator 

~~~ 
United States Representative 

Roscoe Bartlett 
United States, Representative 

Dutch Ruppmberger 
United States Representative 
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e,~ 
Gregg Harper 
United States Rep~tative 
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COMMITTEE ON ARMEO SERVICES 

COMMITTEE ON 
EOUCATIO" AHD LA80A 

The President 
The White House 
Washingtont D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

. . 

·m.~. ftnuc ofRqnumtatiors 
i»ashington, 'BQ": 205l5-0512 

January 29,2009 

tcQO ~ NOI)Sfi (FJ.ta 8UU.DING 

wASIIJNGrON. DC :IOf1~-­
nJm)214&'J 

FloJf:<7l»)m.-M:JJ. 

tiiO (()R(JfL'L COURT. •208 
ELC'..UON. CA.~ 

iloi ......... M1 
t"~·(lttl.f0--H6t 

I am writing to express my grave concern rqarding the Medal of Honor review process 
. and the apparent leek of living award recipients. Since you. as President of the United States,.are 
· respoDsible for presenting the Medal of Honor on behalf of the U.S. Congress, I respectfully 
request that yow- Administration conduct a review of this matter. 

sinee World War 1, there have been 3,462 Medal of Honors awarded to our soldiers and 
sailors- for distinguishing themselves .. conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his 
life abov~and beyond the call of duty." In World War I, 27%ofMedal of Honors were awarded 
postliUillOusly, in World War II, S7%arid in Vietnam, 38% were posthumous awards. In 
Ope~on Iraqi Freedom and Operation. EndUring Freedom {OIF/OEF), 100% of all Medal of 

· Honor awards have been posthwnous. I am concerned that either knoWingly or inadvertently. 
the Me.dal of Honor awards process is becoming biased to only acts of valor that result in the 
death of the $Cl'ViCC ~ber. 

Mr. President. only 99 Medal of Honor winners are living:25 from World War II, 14 ·. 
from Kol'eat and 60 fuJm. Vietnam. The last Medal of Honor awarded-to a living recipient was to · 
Michael B. Thornto.i for his heroic actions in Vietnam on October 31. 1972. Their stories inspire 
our romiby and provide-~. ~litary services with their heri~ge and ~itions. Having Audie 

• - Murphy. -Pappy BOyington and San Diego's own John Finn living amongst us has ~tivated 
. g~ons to greiuer achievements; While the integrity of the award must -~ preserved, the 

Department of Defense should also not be applying a different standard to OIF/OEF that 

essentUllly precludes the award of the Medal ofUonor to living recipients. 

. In additiort, the recent downgrading of the Medal of Honor for Marine Sgt. Rafael Pera:lta . 
· t() the Navy Crou rai5es similar eoncems; Despite th~ fact thai Sgt. Peralta was ®ntinated for 
. _the Medal ofHQilor by Marine Corps le8dership, the award. was d0w11gfaded by a panel 
_ comprised primarily of civilians that included a neurosurgeon and two pathologists. i am very 



concerned tbat the criteria for awarding the Medal of Honor, which has been historically 
awarded based on eyewitness accounts. has now been replaced by modeni forensic science. l 
firmly believe that the eyewitness accowtts of lhe event should take precedent through the entire 
cbain of command review process because heroic actions in combat cannot always be explained 
by science alone. 

Again, I hope your Administration will do a thorough examination of the issues 
SWTOunding the process for awardine the Medal of Honor. The selflessness and combat heroism 
tbat is represented by the Medal of Honor must be preserved for future generations. 

DHivm 

------·· ----------------



TOM HARKJN 
IOWA 

President Barack Obama 
The White Hou~e 
1600 Pennsylvania A venue 
\\'ashington, DC 20500 

Denr President Obama; 

tinittd ~rates ~matt 
WASHINGTON, DC 20!>10....1602 

February 5. 2009 
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One oftfle great many reasons we are Si} thankful that you have nov.- betm sworn into office is 
our shared commitment m :suicide prevention for veterans and those still serving in our nalion·s 
armed services. You were a true leader on the Armed Forces Suicide Prevention Act, and your 
leadership and help from your statT was invaluable in gaining co-sponsorship and advancing the . 
issue in the 11 o•h Congress. 

h was truly disappointing that the Barkin!Obama amendment. based on the Armed Forces 
Suicide Prevention Act which we respectively authored in the Senate and House. was not 
included in the National Defense Authorization Act of 2009. As you may remember. one of the 
major obstacles to its inclusion was the formal comment we received from the Department of 
Defense opposing the legislation '·because it \\'Ould establish a legislative mandate for programs 
already ongoing or within the Secretary's authority to establish." The comment letter wem on to 
say ·"However. the administration supports the goals of the legislation and we look forward ro 
w<Jrking with Congress to address these concerns." 

We were deeply disturbed last week to receive the attached letter from rhe Department of 
Defense stating that there 'vere 128 suicides among activ~ duty Army soldiers in 2008. with 
another 15 cases pending inv~stigation. while the total for 2007 was 115 .. This is the fourth year 
in a row that has se~n a similarly dramatic increase. Clearly. the Department ofDeH:nse should 
have done a better job w protecLlhe health and lives of the brave men and women who ser.·e in 

our military. 

\V~ know you share our concern about (lUr military's .:o1nmitmenl to its personnel, and would 
find these needless deaths to be a senseless tragedy that could have bo:::en pteventcd. In order tot· 
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us to be able to continue to ·work together to improve mental health screenings and treatment, 
and to reduce the stigma of accessing such treatment, it would be helpful for you to initiate an 
assessment of the programs currently in place in each branch of the armed forces. It would be 
helpful ro know more about what services are currently availaole, are being accessed, and what 
resources and structural improvements are needed to reduce the toJI of suis:;ide on active duty 
se!'\-'ice members. It would be especially helpful to examine all of the reasons, both structural 
and situationaL that the suicide rate in the Anny is so much higher than that in the other 
branches. 

As sponsor.:; of the Joshua Omvig Veterans Suicide Prevention Act. which was signed into law 
on November 5, 2007. we are pleased '"'ith recent reports from the Department of Veterans 
;\ftllirs that the Omvig legislation is being tully implemented and to date the Suicide Hotline has 
received ov¢r I 01.00 calls and has been credited with O\'er 2.600 rescues. It is now time to 
ensure that our service members ofthe Am1ed Forces have similar protections. 

lbank you lor your partnership on this critically important issue. We look forward w working 

w\th you on this in the future, and hope 1hat we can improve on the dismal record of the past 
administration in this regurd. 

Tom Harkin 
united States Senau.Jr 

Sincerely. 

Leonard Boswell 
Member of Congress 



April23, 2009 

President Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: · 

«ongress of t)Je Jhtitti) ~tat:es 
Basflington, M 20515 

We request that you include funding for the Joint Strike Fighter alternate engine in your budget 
for fiscal year 2010. Competition within any market is understood to yield products of a higher 
quality at a lower price. With the continued development of the Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) as our 
nation's sole air superiority aircraft, it is essential that the components used within the platform 
are highly reliable. It is with the spirit of competition that we request full funding for the 
research, development, testing, evaluation and procurement of an alternate engine that may be 
interchanged with the currently contracted propulsion system. 

Strong bipartisan support within Congress has invested approximately $2.5 billion since fiscal 
year 1995 into an alternate engine for the JSF. Since 2006, the Department of Defense (DOD) 
has repeatedly attempted to cancel funding for the JSF alternate engine program, contrary to both 
congressional intent and enacted legislation. The shortsightedness of the budgetary requests by 
the DOD; fail to recognize the long-term benefits and cost savings that ·are widely projected with 
the development of a competitive propulsion system. Following the "Great Engine War," the 
United States Air Force continues to use engines for the F-16 Falcon that have been built and 
perfected through direct competition by both Pratt and Whitney and G.;meral Electric. 

It would be prudent for the DOD to revisit the current contract for the JSF propulsion system to 
address questions of operational risk:, cost savings, responsible govenunent action, and relations 
with key allies. This is especially true now that General Electric and Rolls-Royce have offered to 

negotiate the remaining development and future production of the alternate engine on fixed price 
tenns. 

1 
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Unlike other recent attempts to renegotiate defense contracts, it is proposed that a new agreement 
be-settled tQ develop and then fund engines for the JSF by both Pratt and Whitney and the 
General Electric/Rolls-Royce team. As the DOD continues to perfect its acquisition and 
contracting procedures, we strongly urge that you include funding for the JSF alternate 
propulsion system within the Presidential Budget request to the Congress. 

o£t~ 
Representative Steven LaTourette, (OH- I 4) 

• Representative GeoffDavis,{KY-04) · 
.. ~z.~ 

·. Rej)resentative Robert Latta, (OH-05) 

Representative Steve Austria, (OH-07) 

(/jL_ Jll' . ~···~~·· 

• R~pr~ntative Charles Wilson (OH-06) 

2 



~~ 
Representative Michael Turner, (OH-03) 

~~13) 

rp.J~d't 
Representative Brad Ellsworth, (IN-08) ~OH-08) -

R~Scon, (VA-03) 

Representative Steven Rothman, (NJ-09) . 
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-
Representative Steve Buyer, (JN-04) 
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SeAJI'QYIIEA ANO ~XPeDITfON.ARV FoAces 
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AIIIO CAJ",\al.ITI!'S 

COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES 
SUBCOMMime' 

ENERGV .UW MINEF'Ac. RE$0UitC~S 

COMMITTEE ON $MAU. BUSINESS 

CONGRESSIONAL AURAL CAUCUS 

RURAL HEAlrJ-~ CARE COALITION 

CONGRESSIONAL 
SPORTSMEN'S CAUCUS 

W.ATEA RIESOU~ES AND ENVJftONIWf'NT 

ECONOMC DEV&LoPME:N1'1 PUet.IG 8Uit.OING$ 

At-40 EUfiAGENCY MANAGeMENT 

President Barack Obama 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

President Obama, 

April 7, 2009 

Following the testimony of General Duncan J. McNabb, USAF, Commander of the United States Transportation 
Command before the Senate Armed Services Committee on March 17, 2009, I urge you to carefully consider the 
strategic use of Azerbaijan, and specifically the airfield at Baku, as a staging point for United States distribution, 
cargo handling, and refueling services. 

As the Co-Chainnan of the Azerbaijan Caucus, my colleagues and I have spent a great deal of time building ties 
with Azerbaijan, and I believe Azerbaijan offers a safe, secure and strategically valuable alternative to support 
our movements into Afghanistan. Azerbaijan has been a coalition partner in our efforts in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
has supported our requests for assistance, and has been a strong partner in the war on terrorism. 

From an ease of operations standpoint, Azerbaijan offers a large state-of-the-art handling facility in Baku with 
significant available capacity and an air route across the Caspian Sea and Turkmenistan's airspace directly into· 
Afghanistan. Utilizing this corridor avoids Iranian airspace all together and offers a very short flight time into 
Afghanistan. 

Currently,! understand problems have emerged shipping cargo through Dubai and throughout other hubs in the 
region. With an influx of cargo and personnel needed to support efforts in Afghanistan, I also understand that 
Azerbaijan may offer better flight times, the Baku airfield may offer greater command and control, is Jess 
congested allowing cargo to get into Theatre more quickly, offers competitive pricing, and has a domestic 
commercial fleet of aircraft to supplement our efforts. 

1 urge you to work with the Department of Defense and the State Department to fully examine the benefits 
operations in Azerbaijan would have as we increase our focus on Afghanistan. 

Sincerely, 

GillS~ 

cc: Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
Secretary of Defense Robert Gates 

Bill Slluster 
Member of Congress 

General Duncan McNabb, USAF, United States Transportation Command 
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«nttgr.ess nf tlfe Jlniteb ~fates 
Blu.sllington. mor 211515 

March 10, 2009 

President Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Re: Urge Expeditious Replacement of Aged Aerial Refueling Tanker Fleet 

Dear President Obama: 

We write to urge that there be no further delays in moving forward with a new fleet of 
aerial refueling tankers. The KC·13S aircraft fleet, which perfonns the critical air refueling 
mission around the world. has been in service since the late 1950s. The old, outdated KC~l3S 
fleet costs taxpayers an enormous amount in ongoing maintenance costs. Such older aircraft, 
with the attendant safety and efficiency issues, complicate the mission of the brave men and 
women devoted to air refueling. 

MacDill Air Force Base is a mainstay of both our congressional districts. It is home to 
the 6tb Air Mobility Wing (AMW) and a tanker fleet that provides refueling power around the 
world for our military. However, the men and women making this task look easy are doing so 
with these KC-135 aircraft which range in age from tb.e late 1950s to the mid 1960s. "While the 
6111 Maintenance Group is doing great work keeping 5().. year-old tankers in the air, we are 
concerned that the age of the tankers adversely impacts the nation's security interests, is a 
growing safety concern for service members on refueling missions, and is costing taxpayers 
money due to continued and extensive maintenance. 

We understand that the Department of Defense is currently weighing the options for 
budget offsets as it crafts the 20 10 Defense budget request. However, we respectfuUy urge that 
you not delay replacement of the tanker fleet. It already has been delayed long enough. The men 
and women who fly these aircraft, their families and those who rely upon the refueling mission 
support depend upon our leadership in providing safe and modern equipment. 

We look forward to working with you on this issue, and are confident that you and your 
staff will work to identifY a workable solution for tanker procurement. 

~ww-
Member of Congress 

cc: Col. Lawrence Martin, Commander, 6th AMW 
Gen. Arthur Lichte, Commander, Air Mobility Command 
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Gtongrens nf tq.e Unit.e~ ~fates 
Ba.sqingtnn, ilQt 20515 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

May 14,2009 

It has recently come to our attention that service members returning from deployment 
have indicated they wer~ allocated oDiy two liters of bottled drinking water per day, and were 
forced to fmd additional water for themselves. It is our understanding that this was not an 
isolated event and service members stationed across Iraq during various phases of the war have 
reported the problems. 

The Army minimum to avoid dehydration can reach as high as 15 liters per day to 
prevent heat casualties in desert climates. As a result of the bottled water drinking shortages, 
these same service members indicate at other times they were forced to "improvise" to avoid 
dehydration by drinking potable and nonpotable bulk water. As you know, questions on the 
quality of bulk water still remain, and it is not authorized for drinking in Iraq. However, the 
soldiers indicate consumption of this water was necessary to avoid dehydration and are now 
experiencing short term and long term health effects of illnesses associated with drinking 
unclean water. 

Many of us have visited Iraq and we are all well aware of the extreme conditions our 
troops stationed there face. We are dismayed to hear these accounts and believe the health and 
safety of our service members must be a priority and taken seriously. Therefore, we respectfully 
request that you investigate these water shortage claims immediately and provide the finding to 
our staff for review. 

Sincerely, 

18~~ 
Gene Green Solomon Ortiz 

Member of Coz:_s 

4!.._;;::; :;5 
AI re 

Member of Congress 

Member of Congress Member of Congress 

Ron Paul 
Member of Congress 
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DON YOUNG 
CoNGREiasMAN FoR ALL ALAsKA 

WASHINGTON OFACE 
2111 RAYBURN BUILOING 

TELEPHONE 202·225-5765 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
US Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

May 12,2009 

COIIUITTEE ON 
RESOURCES 

COMMITTEE ON 
TRANSPORTATION 

REPUEIUCAN 
POLICY COMMITTEE 

A recent Federal Circuit Court decision in Rothe Development Corp. v. U.S. Department 
of Justice held that 10 U.S.C. 2323 is unconstitutional on its face, resulting in a complete 
injunction of that statute, which provides certain Department of Defense contracting preferences 
for small disadvantaged businesses. This judicial action is clearly limited to 10 U.S.C. 2323, but 
some agencies appear to believe that the Rothe case may affect small business programs and 
activities under other Federal statutes like the Small Business Act. 

Thus we are writing to urge that the Department of Defense issue immediate clarifying 
guidance to all of its agencies involved in contracting with the private sector. While the Office 
of the Under Secretary of Defense issued an interim guidance memorandum on March 10, 2009 
concerning the application of the Rothe case, the memorandum failed to explicitly address the 
applicability to small business programs and activities that are carried out under Federal statutes 
other than 10 U.S.C. 2323. 

In our view, the guidance should be explicit with respect to these other programs and 
activities. This approach was taken by the Anny Corps of Engineers in a March 9, 2009 
communication to contracting personnel, stating that its Rothe guidance to cease contract 
activities that rely exclusively on the authority of 10 U.S.C. 2323 "DOES NOT apply to small 
business set-asides, HUBZone small business set-asides, 8a set-asides, service disabled veteran 
owned small business set-asides or Alaska Native Corporations (ANC) as these categories are 
governed by separate statutes that were not impacted by the [Rothe] ruling.'1 This is precisely the 
kind of guidance that should be sent out deparment-wide as soon as possible. 

Please let us know as soon as possible if and when the Department of Defense plans on 
issuing clarifying guidance that expressly addresses the small business programs and activities 
that are not affected by the ruling. Thank you. · 
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Don Young 
Member of Congress 

~E.~~ 
DaleKildee 

Member of Congress 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
~eil~bercrornbie 

Member of Congress 

0 5~~ 
Tom Cole 

Member of Congress 
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Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

http://griffilh.hou."'.gov 

We have serious objections to the stop work order issued May 11, 2009 for the 
Kinetic Energy Interceptors (KEI) program. This decision is without justification. 

Overall, we are concerned with the handling of the May 7, 2009 Kinetic Energy 
Interceptor termination announcement. KEI was noticeably absent in an April press 
conference that outlined Department of Defense. program cancellations and restructures. 
However, it was rolled out as a cancellation during the May 7, 2009 FYIO Presid~nt's 
Budget briefing and quickly followed by a Missile Defense Agency stop work on May 
11, 2009, with the goal of de-staffing the program by the end Qf June. This surprise 
announcement and immediate stop work notice has precluded any meaningful discussion 
between the Congress and the Department on the merits of the cancellation and the 
resulting impacts to the nation . 

. In partnership with the; Dep~ent·, of. :b~:fense,. ·Congress h:as supported the 
requested_ budgets for the KEI program. In past years, Congress went beyond what was 
requested, and provided the Department with additional dollars to accelerate this critical 
boost phase capability. In total, the Department has expended more than one billion 
dollars toward this effort to date, in providing the nation with a technically viable 
solution for boost and ascent engagement of a ballistic missile targeting our nation, 
deployed forces, and allies. Six years of development and testing, with most of the more 
than one billion ·of funding spent to date, was to. .culminate in the fu:st booster flightrin the 
fall of2009 -less than five months from now. With the issuance of the stop work, the 
Department is walking away_ from this investment without the benefit of knowing what 
this technology has to offer. ·, 

. The FY09 appropriated budget and accompanying language for the KEI program 
not only fully supported the requests but went further to encourage the Department to 
accelerate the 'development of this , capability for the war fighter. The FY09 
appropriations specifically funded continued KEI development, static tests, and the: first 
booster flightin 4009. 

. ' . ' . ' ~ 

IIIII 
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We strongly urge you to rescind the KEI stop work order and to continue toward 
culmination of the 2009 booster flight. We look forward to working with the Department 
in the FYIO budget cycle to best determine the way ahead for this vital boost and early 
engagement capability resident in the KEI program. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter and we look forward to your 
prompt response and a positive resolution. 

Sincerely, 

Congressman Ed Pastor -



---------------··--- . 

THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
1000 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, OC 20301-1000 

The Honorable John P. Murtha 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Defense 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Mr. Chainnan: 

JUN 2 2 2009 

Thank you for your letter of May 20,2009, regarding cancellation of the Presidential 
Helicopter Replacement Program (VH-71). We appreciate your concerns regarding the 
decision to cancel the VH-71 program. On January 28, 2009, the Secretary of the Navy notified 
Congress that the cost growth in the vH-71 Presidential Helicopter program had breached the 
critical Nunn-McCurdy threshold. As a result of this, as well as the subsequent review of the 
program in building the President's FY 2010 budget submission, the decision was made to cancel 
the VH-71 program. 

The VH-71 Increment I aircraft lacks the inherent capability necessary to meet the full 
. operational requirements of Presidential Helicopter Replacement Program, and does not offer a 

cost effective long-term solution to meet the requirements of the Presidential helicopter mission. 

The President's FY 2010 Budget requests funding to extend the service lives ofthe 
VH-3D and VH-60N. In total, the service life extension is currently estimated to cost about 
$500M over the life of the program. The cost of terminating the VH-71 prime contract is being 
developed by the VH-71 prime contractor and will be negotiated with the contracting officer over 
the coming year. This total is significantly less than the amount that would have been needed to 
complete development of Increment 1, procure· additional Increment 1 aircraft and logistics 
support, and develop configuration improvements required for long tenn operation. Accordingly, 
the contracting officer has prudently implemented the cancellation decision by issuing a notice of 
termination. 

Because there remains the need to replace the current fleet of Presidential helicopters, the 
Navy is preparing a plan to develop options for a Presidential helicopter replacement program. 
Part ofthat plan will include evaluation oftechnologies developed under the VH-71 program to 
identify potential benefit to other programs. If I can be of further assistance, please let me 
know. 

cc: 
The Honorable C. W. Bill Young JP\ 
Ranking Member · ,..,. 



The Honorable Robert Gates 
May20, 2009 
Page Two 

to begin in fiscal year 2011 will only disguise the immediate need, and 
significantly delay development. The options for potential competitors will remain 
much the same in 2011. 

Additionally, the Administration, in its fiscal year 2010 budget request only 
asked for $85 million in program· termination costs. The Navy, by its own 
admission has stated that it expects cancellation costs to approach $555 million, 
and would require an additional $4.4 billion to extend the life of the current aging 
fleet. Given these estimates, it would appear that poor business decisions are being 
made regarding this replacement program and that determinations are being made 
based on public perception. 

In light of these concerns, we urge you to reconsider your decision, and 
commit to a Presidential helicopter fleet consisting of the currently developed 
Increment I aircraft. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter, and for your· continued 
dedicated work for our nation's defense. 

Sincerely, 

~;M~ . uh:rman 
Defense Subcommittee 
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«nngr~ss of tq.e lltnit.elr ~tat£& 
Rttsltington, lt(!t 20515 

President Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20502 

Dear Mr. President: 

April 30, 2009 

As your Administration considers its detailed Fiscal Year 2010 budget priorities, we 
write to express our strong support for fully funding the Delaware River Mainstem 
Channel Deepening Project in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' budget. 

Authorized by Congress in 1992, this project will deepen the Delaware River's main 
shipping channel from 40 feet to 45 feet. Deepening the main channel will make 
transportation more efficient and reduce costs, thus creating additional business 
opportunities and growing employment at the port communities along the Delaware 
River. • 

This project is both economically justified and environmentally sound. Following 
recommendations made by the U.S. Government Accountability Office in 2002, the 
Army Corps conducted a comprehensive economic reanalysis of the project which 
indicated that it would yield a net benefit of $1.15 for every dollar spent. An economic 
update in 2008 indicated a net benefit of $1.25 for every dollar spent. 

Following execution of a Project Partnership Agreement in June 2008, the Anny 
Corps performed an additional environmental assessment of existing and new 
information generated since the project's 1997 Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Statement. This environmental assessment, published in April 2009, concluded that 
changes to the project or project conditions since the 1997 SEIS will not have a 
significant adverse effect on the environment. 

Accordingly, we strongly support this project and respectfully request that you 
prioritize it in the Fiscal Year 201 0 budget for the Army Corps of Engineers. Thank you 
for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~~~· Robert P. Casey, Jr. 

PRINTED ON RECYI;UO PAPER 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
The Office of Secretary of Defense 
1155 Defense Pentagon Way 
Room 30921 
Washington, DC 20301 

May 20,2009 

We are writing to convey our support for the Army plan to assign an additional Brigade 
Combat Team {BCT) to the 3rd Infantry Division at Fort Stewart and Hunter Army Air Field, 
Georgia. We share your expressed concern for the great hardship endured by the soldiers 
and their families and agree with your guiding principle to prevent the under-manning of units 
for combat while changing the policy on stop-loss. We believe the plan to bring the 51

h BCT 
to Fort Stewart is in concert with the guiding principle of your statement on April 61

h and will 
continue the progress made in revitalizing our armed forces. 

Unquestionably, Fort Stewart is, for numerous strategic reasons, an ideal location for 
the Army to grow. But just as important it is imperative that the Army and the Department of 
Defense not lose sight of the issue of reliance-that state and ·local governments and the 
civic and business leaders relied on the request of the Army and the Department to be ready 
to accommodate these soldiers and their families. Accordingly, they have already invested 
about $450 million dollars in anticipation of the arrival of the BCT. 

While we recognize the extensive military analysis and fiscal constraints required in 
determining the location of a BCT, we firmly believe that it is in the best interest of the 
Department of Defense to take into full account the investment at Fort Stewart and Hunter 
Army Air Field made by local communities long ago. The communities made these decisions 
by taking to heart the clear assurance from Department leaders that the BCT was coming. 
They responded to the Department's requests to provide the essential private sector support 
in advance of the arrival of the Brigade. In deciding this issue, we believe the Army and the 
Department must consider the extensive, good faith reliance of its partner community. The 
Department must live ·UP to its commitments. It must not break its word. 

The City of Hinesville, the surrounding communities, and the State of Georgia have 
demonstrated unwavering support for soldiers and families over many years. The area now is 
clearly recognized as one of the most Army-friendly installation in the U.S. Community 
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leaders have faithfully and diligently worked with the Department and the private sector to 
ensure that the facilities and infrastructure is ready to receive the additional brigade. To date 
the community's investment of about $450 million in preparation for the expected growth to 
include $72 million in public school projects and other public sector infrastructure investment. 
The State of Georgia has again expanded its acclaimed HOPE Scholarship program to 
further extend the access to military families for full tuition, room and board to any Georgia 
public college or university for students who graduate from high school with a B average. 

We believe adding the 461h BCT in the Army to Fort Stewart would enhance the 
immediate operational effectiveness of the 3rd Infantry Division at the Fort Stewart and Hunter 
Army Air Field. When taking into consideration the emerging Center of Maneuver Excellence 
at Fort Benning and the growing presence of the BCTs at Fort Stewart, the Army has an 
exceptional home base in the state of Georgia to meet all mission challenges for our nation's 
defense. Resources are already either in place or pending final construction to swiftly 
accommodate the arrival of the new Brigade and their families. No other U.S installation can 
so effectively and quickly meet these needs. Commanders would have an Army unit with 
maximum adaptability and capability to meet combat requirements. Soldiers would be able to 
focus on their training, knowing that their families are settling into an installation and 
community that continues to welcome and accommodate them. 

fort Stewart's strategic location in southeast Georgja makes it easily accessible by 
road, rail and sea, Hunter Army Air Field provides a strategic Airborne Point of Entry for unit 
deployment. Movement to ports takes place in hours vice days and weeks. At 280,000 acres, 
Fort Stewart is the largest military installation east of the Mississippi River. The Army has 
invested some $670 million at Fort Stewart and Hunter Army Air Field in the past three years 
making it one of the most modern and efficient installations in the nation with additional 
construction pending for increased capacity. Training is efficient and cost effective due to the 
installation's digital multipurpose range training complex and other facilities located within 
minutes of the cantonment areas. Fort Stewart and Hunter Army Air Field also has no 
significant environmental impact or encroachment issues. Just this month Fort Stewart and 
Hunter Army Air Field won its fourth Army Community of Excellence installation award. 

Accordingly, it is our request that the Department continue as originally planned to 
expand growth at Fort Stewart through the assignment of the additional BCT without 
adversely affecting the alignment of the current forces stationed at Fort Stewart and Fort 
Benning. We urge you to meet with Fort Stewart community leaders in the near future and 
permit them the opportunity to directly share their views and additional information on this 
issue. 
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Thank you for your distinguished service to our nation and thank you for your 
consideration of this letter. 

Sincerely, 

Paul Broun 

Hank Johnson Nathan Deal 

• 

/;., Jkt?-l/ 
~;,:n Marshall 

David Scott 
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CHARlES B. RANGEL 
15TH CONGAESSIONAL 01Sl'RICT 

NEW YORK 

COMMIITEE: 

WAYS AND MEANS 

JOINT COMMITIE!i: 
ON TAXATION 

CHAIRMAN 

~ongrt~S$ of tbt Wnittb ~tattS$ 
l$ouse of 1\eprt~tntatibts 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington DC 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

May 14,2009 

I cQmmend your decision to investigate the recent fatal shooting of five service members 
at Camp Liberty in Iraq in order to identify shortcomings in menta! health care for troops 
deployed in war zones. 

This incident highlights not only the inherent danger to our deployed troops, even on 
their own bases, but the potential psychological consequences of combat stress and 
repeated deployments. The incident at Camp Liberty, as well as the growing incidences 
of suicide in the ranks, make it clear that more must be done to address the mental and 
psychological well-being of our men and women in uniform. The number of cases of 
suicide in the military has increased dramatically since the Vietnam War, reaching an all­
time high of 128 cases in 2008. 

I atn horrified at the thought that the terrible slaughter in Iraq could easily have occurred 
in hometown, U.S.A. I agree with the calls for expansion of psychological testing during 
deployments in war zones. But I believe it is equally important to provide for intensive 
mandatory psychological evaluations of members of the armed forces immediately prior 
to aeparation :as a pr~cautionary step in the transition to civilian life. 

As a veteran of the Korean War, I have experienced the difficulty oftransitioning to the 
real world after a stint in combat. The situation is worse today. That is why I have 
introduced legislation (H.R. 1963) which would require all those separating from active 
duty to receive counseling in how to repackage their military skills, where and how to 
find employment, along with physical and psychological testing. The growing incidences 
of post-separation domestic violence, PTSD and suicide, demands that we do more for 
those who have contributed so much to our country. 

I strongly urge you to expand your Camp Liberty investigation in order to determine the 
need for this universal mandatory approach. It seems clear to me that dealing with the 
difficulties of earning a living in a shrinking economy is increasingly fraught with 
uncertainty and stress, such as we've never seen before. 

GEORGE A. DALLEY 
CHIEF OF STAFF 

JAMES E. CAPEL 
DISTRICT DIRECTOR 

WASHINGT"ON OFFICe DISTRICT OFFiCE 

0 2354 RAYSUAN HovSE OFFICE BUilDING 

WASHINGrDN, DC 2o515-3215 

TELEPHD .. E: (2021 225-4366 

FAX: {202) 225-(1816 PLEASE RESPOND To OFFICE CHECKED 

0 163 WEST 125TH STREET 

New Yono. NY 100Z7 
TElE ... ONE: 1212) 663-3900 

FAX: (212t 663-4277 



Honorable Robert M. Gates 
May 14,2009 
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Mr. Secretary, with full appreciation for your commitment to the welfare of our troops, I 
am prepared to work with you, Chairman Ike Skelton, and Chairman Jolm Murtha to find 
ways to address these issues. 

Thank you for your consideration, and I look forward to working with you. 

Sincerely, 

cc: ice Committee 
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Hon. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington. D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

It~. _,..~of l\qttefent.rtiUes 
..,.qtol(, ac 20515..,.0035 

ONE ti~l'lUAEDI:J£it£N'fN coNGRESS 

May 21,2009 

We are writing to express our concern about the Department of Defense Health 
lnfonnation Technology (Health IT) systems. The committee has long expressed concern about 
how the department has managed its Health IT systems, and recent events have only deepened 
those fears. 

A joint hearing on the Department of Defense Health IT systems was held on March 24, 
2009, by the subcommittee on Military Personnel, with oversight responsibility for the Military 
Health System, and the subcommittee on Terrorism and Unconventional Threats and 
Capabilities, with oversight responsibility for Department of Defense Infonnation Technology 
programs. At that hearing, we heard from the military services about the difficulties they have 
encountered with Health IT systems, specifically problems with the system known as AHLT A. 
We were encouraged that the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs and his staff 
agreed that there are serious problems with the Health IT systems. We were further encouraged 
when they presented what appeared to be an ambitious and comprehensive plan to overhaul the 
system that would address all of the issues raised by the services and would provide the best 
Health IT system possible for the department's beneficiaries. 

At that hearing, we were assured that the Department was committed to moving forward 
with their proposed solution, but that cost details could not be discussed because both the Fiscal 
Year 2009 supplemental request and the Fiscal Year 20 I 0 budget request were still in 
preparation. 

During our review of the Fiscal Year 2010 budget justification materials, we were 
swprised to find no mention of the plan referenced by Health Affairs during the March hearing. 
Further, a review of the Fiscal Year 2009 supplemental request did not tum up any mention of 
the proposed solution. Most recently, in tm.'timony during ttre May 15, 2009. hearing on the 



Defense Health Program budget, the Acting Principle Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
Health Affairs and the Chief Information Officer failed to provide any additional insight into the 
cost of the proposed solution. 

We find this troubling. It calls into question the ability of the department to deliver on 
the commitments made by Health Affairs during the March hearing, as well as the promise of a 
Joint Virtual Lifetime Electronic Record recently announced by you and Secretary Shin~i. at 
least for health information. We therefore respectfully request that you look into the situation 
and report back to the committee with the actual status and content of any plan or strategy to 
improve the Department of Defense Health IT systems, as well as projected costs and a budget 
submission schedule. We look forward to discussing your findings. 

Very truly yours. 

Chairwoman 
Subcommittee on Military Personnel 

2;/ 
dam Smith 

Chairman 
Subcommittee on Terrorism 
Unconventional Threats and Capabilities 

SDI AS/JW/JM:dk 

~'2.0~ 
·· Joe Wilson 

Ranking Member 

·'J~· 
·, ' . . : ' ' . 
: . . . : . 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

June 9, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG. FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS, (ENTVO<Y 
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
RODNEYP. FREUNGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TOOO TIAHRT, KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LA THAII/I, IOWA 
ROBERT B. AllERHOL 'T, ALABAMA 
JOANN EMERSON, MISSOVAI 
KAY GRANGER, TEJ<M 
MICHAEL K. SNPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIRK. ILLINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. ReHBERG. MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER, T£XAS 
RODNEY ALEXANDER, \.OUISIAI\IA 
KEN CALVERT. CALIFORNIA 
JO BONNEFI, ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE. OHIO 
TOM COLE, OUAI-IOMA 

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY PHETO 

T£LEPHONE' 
12021225-2171 

On March 23rd, I wrote to you asking you to review your Department's 
policy on outsourcing and suggesting that you halt A-76 studies pending the Office 
of Management and Budget's (O:MB's) review of the A-76 program pending the 
Office ofManagement and Budget's review of the A-76 program. I requested a 
prompt reply. · 

I was disappointed with the response that I received on April 28th, from your 
former Undersecretary for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics which largely 
restated the facts contained in my letter to you. The response also stated that the 
"Department is reviewing the current (A-76) program". This response appears to 
misstate what is indeed occurring within the Defense Department and does not 
address my concerns. 

Originally, the OMB Circular A-76 process was to be used as a tool to 
determine the most efficient source for performing "commercial" work - either in 
the public or private sector. The use of the OMB Circular A-76 process was 
extensively criticized by the Government Accountability Office (GAO) in two 
2008 reports. According to GAO, the O:MB guidance for the A-76 process was 
flawed. As a result, there may have been inadequate tracking of costs and savings 
but moreover, there are serious concerns that agencies, particularly DoD, had 
started privatization studies in response to arbitrary targets. Moreover, the DoD 
Inspector General has found that an OMB error in the A-76 calculation of 

11~111111 
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"overhead" could wrongly and unfairly result in the outsourcing of workload. 
However, DoD has recently used OMB A-76 to push more and more work into the 
private sector. Indeed, in fiscal year 2008, DoD more than doubled spending for 
contractor provided services compared to the amount it spent a decade ago but 
your Department has been unable to answer basic questions such as how many 
contractors and subcontractors there are and their average salaries. 

To halt the continued conversion of functions to contractor performance 
until the Administration could conduct a thorough review of its a-76 policy, the 
Fiscal Year 2009 Omnibus Appropriations Act includes a government-wide 
moratorium on beginning or announcing any A-76 studies. In addition, the 
President has announced a broader review of" ... when governmental outsourcing 
for services is and is not appropriate ... " Yet, the Defense Department is 
continuing to move forward with numerous public-private competition studies that 
were in progress before the moratorium took effect, and without further validation 
of estimated savings, to include converting government functions to contractors. 

Therefore I once again, strongly this time, recommend that you immediately 
suspend all ongoing activities related to OMB Circular A-76 studies, including the 
conversion of functions performed by federal employees to contractor performance 
and I recommend that you do so for the remainder of Fiscal Year 2009. 

I once again request a prompt response from you to this letter. 

Respectfully, 

(\~ () ~~ 
a~ P.Murtha 
Gh:irman 
Defense Subcommittee 



' . 
Unlike some of my Republican colleagues, I have the utmost confidence in the men and women of our armed 
forces to securely detain these prisoners anywhere in the nation. But I am sure you agree that Level II or Level 
Ill facilities such as Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, WPNSTA, Charleston, SC, or Fort Knox, KY are better 
equipped to house these prisoners. Ideally, the Guantanamo detainees will be held in appropriate locations 
overseas. But if that is not possible, they should be held in Level II or Level III secure facilities with excess 
capacity and a history of perfonning this kind of mission. MCB Quantico does not fit those criteria. 

GCIHA 
cc: Secretary Robert Gates 

Attorney General Eric Holder, Jr. 

Sincerely, 

Gerald E. Connolly 
Meinber of Congress 
11th District. Virginia 
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President Barack Obama 
The White House 

Qiougrrss of th,e ~iuitdr ~tat.es 
J!{otttte crf Jl\epres.enhdines 

STEVE ISRAEL 
Second District, New York 

May 11,2009 

1600 Pennsylvania A venue, N .W. 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President, 

/?'t:l~_5/J 
WASf<INGTON OFFICEo 

2457 RAYBURN HOUSE' OFFICE: BVtliJING 
WASHINGTON, DC 2061 !5 
f'I..ONE: (2()2) 225-3335 
fA~; (2021225-466$ 

!)I STRICT OFFICE· 

150 MOTOR PARKWAY, SUITE 108 
HAUPPAUGE, NV 11799 
PHONe: (631) 951-2210 
PHONE: (5161 505-1448 

FAX: (6311 951-3308 

I am writing to ask that you consider immediately issuing an Executive Order 
barring investigations Wlder Don't Ask Don't Tell (DADT) given the growing support in 
Congress for an outright repeal of this prejudicial law. 

As you know, since DADT was implemented in 1994 more than 12,500 men and 
women have been discharged from military service. According to 2005 infonnation from 
the Government Accountability Office, roughly 800 of those discharged were 'mission­
critical' specialists, which would include intelligence analysts and linguists. Just last 
week, U.S. Army Lt. Dan Choi, a West Point graduate who served in the New York 
National Guard and is fluent in Arabic, was dismissed Wider DADT . 

. DADT is a discriminatory policy that has deprived our military of badly needed 
skills, talent, and experience. While our overextended military bravely fights battles on 
nwnerous fronts, we cannot afford to endure a prejudicial law that results in the dismissal 
of some of our best and brightest and leaves certain units shorthanded. We are critically 
short personnel in some of these areas. 

It's also worth noting that DADT is fiscally irresponsible- a Blue Ribbon 
Commission Report noted that the cost to replace and train those service members 
discharged between 1994 through 2003 was nearly $363 million. Twenty-six other 
countries, including Great Britain and Israel, have lifted their bans. It's time for the 
United States to do the same. 

A bill to overturn DADT has been introduced in congress, and currently has 140 
bipartisan cosponsors. It would replace Don't Ask Don't Tell with a policy of 
nondiscrimination. Because this is a sign that Congress will eventually act to overturn 
DADT, and because of our critical and immediate military needs, this issue should not 



t ' 

need to wait for an Act of Congress. Please consider issuing an Executive Order for the 
sake of our nation, for our military, and for those that seek to fight for our country. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

;;::~ 
Steve lsmel 



Congress of tltt Jtniteb 8tab~s 
maalfington, •• an515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

June 23, 2009 

We write to respectfully request your attention to and engagement on a long-standing issue that 
relates to the unequa1 treatment of the U.S. territories due to a regulatory exclusion of Invitational Travel 
Orders (ITOs) to the territories by the services. The source of this discriminatory policy is Department of 
Defense Directive number 45 1 S .12 secti<)D 5.2.3 which stipulates that "The Secretaries of the Military 
Departments are delegated the authority unilaterally to extend invitations for sponsored non~reimbursable 
non-multi-departmental travel within the SO United States to members (other than newly elected) and 
employees of the Congress ... ". Despite the strategic importance and contribution to National Security 
and a significant military presence in the U.S. territories, the aforementioned directive excludes ITOs to 
the territories. 

In tlt.e past, the Office of tlt.e Secretary of Defense has favorably resolved restrictions on non­
committee Congressional staff traveling to the territories by issuing special exemptions th~ allowed for 
ITOs to the territories. The following Congressional Staff Delegations occ\ll"red as a result of this type of 
special exemption: U.S. Marine Corps House Liaison-organized STAFPDEL to Guam, Saipan, and 
Tinian in February 2002, Navy OLA-organized ST AFFDEL to Guam and Hawaii in April 2003, U.S. 
Pacific Command-organized ST AFFDEL to Guam and Hawaii in August 2006, and most recently a Navy 
OLA-organized STAFFDEL to Guam in Aprii1JJ(TJ. 

These staff delegations provided a venue for non-committee Congressional staff to learn about 
our nation's military operations in the territories in a comprehensive and astute manner that would be 
impossible to. replicate from a distance. However, several services have since requested ST AFFDELs to 
the territories and were subsequently denied. We are concerned that current regulations are impeding the 
Services ability to execute and complete their missions in the territories by hindering their ability to fully 
inform non-committee Congressional staff. 

We have attempted to work to resolve this issue with your predecessor; however, we were unable 
to get any traction and the discriminatory regulation remains. We hope that with your engagement and 
assistance, the regulatory exclusion of non-committee staff ITOs to the territories will be pennanently 
lifted. Such a resolution would be non-discriminatory and would contribute to the Services ability to 
complete their missions in the territories. 

We look forward to working witb you and appreciate your attention to this issue. 

~ 
ERCROMBm 

PRINTED ON FIECYCU:D PAPER 
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'lbc Honorable R.obort Gates 
Sectetary of~ 
1000 De&mso Pcot.gon 
W~DC20301 

Dear Seaetary O.CS: 

No. 3335 P. 2 

Our pmd forces in Iraq and Af&banist8a have benefited fivm the d&Velopment­
fielclina of11amc n:siSI8Dt combat miforms that are made of chnblc material that bRatbea well 
yet pmtce~B tbci:t rddn from tim. In 2007, after a 1Ul1 compelition, the Amt.y'' PRO-Soldier and 
USMC"s PM-CIB diose a mm:ria1 named ''Defender M'" for die 11M' UDifof'tn$. We applaud tlte 
mililary•s cfforb to chsUr:op the US tutilc ·iadnslry to uppado tbc bum protc:ction for soldier.~ 
to ma:t 1bc. dm::at oftodlly' s risks and cnvinmulc:ntll burdeas in 1bc1Ecr. 

All of1bc uaufaduring for 1bo yam~. fabrics, 8lld 1lllifomta is doN in 1be U.S. with over 
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aeceaity, imported. 

Our amuad forces have amess to 1hcir ~ve uoiforin bcc1118C of a Berty 
Amendment wana allowing importation ofdacfibcn for mmufilcturinl into y11111, fabric ml 
UDi1brms. ThD cumlllt ii"ft>-yc:ar waiver was neaod*d between b CollpR ad the last 
AdmillislralioD llld was iacludecl in.tbe FYOI NaiOMI Defrme AulboMslion A«.. We believe 
d11l1hia should bcJ a pc:unanent ~. as a bencfic:ial and life.saviDg matrrial manutictmed by 
a U.S. eliJ should be exc:mpt &om restrictions. 
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pc:uaits for Rl81lUfacturiat acbiews sufticient C8pitaliJ4doo fbt production. and is mann&c:tured 

-. die compauics maldng 1be DWerial and the UDif.Ortns wDI quietly be able to migrate to the 
.,_fiber. Such a possibility is DOt foreseen in 1be n:asoaable fidDre. 

We aeek your COID8leots on dlelllrifolml and thcit uaility and on tho merits of 1he waiwr 

u-~~to~--·~~d~ 

--~--
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. Gtnngr.ess uf t~2 11nittb §tate 
••sfyingtun, il« 20515 

Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

July 10,2009 

No. 2701 P. 2 

We are requesting a· briefing on the draft Request for Proposal (RFP) for the KC­
X acquisition, prior to its release to industry. 

As members of the United States House of Representatives, we are most 
interested in understanding the intended evaluation and criteria from the previous source 
selection and the rationale for those changes. In addition. we want to understand the 
steps the Department has taken to address the areu of concern indentified by the June 18, 
2008, General Accountability Office KC~X Nling. 

A:s. you may recall, durins your testimony before the U.S. Senate Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Defense on June 8, 2009, you stated that you would ·~share the draft 
RFP here in Congress as bema a transparent process." . 

Mr. Secretary. we appreciate your stated commitment to move forward quickly in 
an open and transparent manner with this acquisition effort and Jook: forward to your 
response to this request. To schedule this briefing, please contact Jon Hand with 
Congressman Jo Bonner at {202) 225-4931. 

JoBonner 
United States Representative 

First District- Alabama 

Smcerely, 

PRINTED ON II!CYCLID PAPSI IIIII 
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Mike 
U~Su~sR!~~~muuve 

Third District- Alabama 

Pad:er VI~.~ 
Um~S~sR~•~s~=nu~ve 
Fifth District- Alabama 

ArturDavis 
United States Representative 
Seventh District ;.. Alabama 

No. 2701 P. 3 

' . .,. 

~~ 
Robert Aderholt 

United States Representative 
Fourth District- Alabama 
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Congressional Black Caucus 
OF THE 11111 UNHED STATES CnNilRESS 

2444 RAYBURN HOB • WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515 • 
TEL (202) 226.9776 • FAX (202) 225-9817 
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Change Coqrse, Confront Crises, Continua the Legacy 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Deparbnent of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

June 29, 2009 

As members of Congress, we are writing to express our conrerns over the 
d.elay of the mandated Military Leadership Diversity Commission as well as 
the larger issue of diversity in the anned services' upp~ leadership. 

This Commission is the fruit of numerous meetings between senior members 
of the armed services, the Pentagon and the Congressional· Black Caucus 
dating back to 2007 and it remains a priority. And as you know, the 2008 
National Defense Authorization Act created the Commission with the intent of 
having it begin its work no later than 120 days from the biltts passage. 
Understandably, with the change in Administration there has been some delay 
find only recently have certain appointments been made; however the 
comprehensive evaluation and assessment of the promotion, recruitment and 
retention policies that the Commission will undertake are of the utmost 
importance. As members of Congress · we remain very inrerested in this 
Commission's work we ask to be kept abreast of the Commission's status as 
well as its findings. 

In many ways the strength of our nation is in its diversity. and similarly we 
\li.e"W diversity as an issue of national security. Diversity of experience, 
talents, backgrowuis and capabilities provides out nation and our armed 
services with the widened aperture we need to deal with the many problems 
facing us in the future, and the Commission's work will give Congress a better 
idea of how to address the continuing issues hampering our senior military 
service members. 



Hon. Robert Oates 
June 29, 2009 
Page2 

We do not need to tell you of the acute underrepresentation of minority officers at the 
General and Flag level and given that it takes more than 25 years to grow a General or 
Flag Officer, change wiU be a slow process. We remain very interested to hear what the 
Office of the Secretary of Defense is doing with regards to the recruitment and the 
retention of minority officers as our armed services of the future should look more like 
the America it represents among all ofits ranks. 

The U.S. military has long been at the forefront of maximizing diversity in our nation, but 
we must continue to build on past successes. We know that the effort to build upon that 
diversity is a goal that we share, and we look forward to continued partnership on these 
issues. 

Sincerely, 

Hon. Barbara Lee 
Chairwoman 
Congressional Black Caucus 

"?ir¥¥~~ez4~~1q:..--!,C~::-.--~~; 
Cbainnan · 
Committee on Homeland Security 

PAGE 2 
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CHAIRMAN 
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TOM DAVIS. VIRGINIA 

RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 

COMMiffiE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM 

The Honomble Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 

2151 RAYBURN HOUSE 0Fl'ICE BuiLDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6143 

M•~ (XJ:II22f.-0011 

"*""""' c.a2122!>-»74 

November 19, 2008 

United States Department of Defense 
1 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington~ D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

We write to express concern about current implementation plans for the 
Defense Integrated Military Human Resources System (DIMHRS). We are very 
concerned this program has not taken into consideration all of the Army's requirements 
and specifically, the unique needs of the men and women ofthe National Guard. 

Over the last few years, the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
has investigated and uncovered long standing problems resulting from numerous 
military service unique personnel and pay systems, including accurately paying 
military personnel on time and monitoring and tracking them to, from, and within their 
duty stations. In 2004, we held hearings focusing on Army Reserve and National 
Guard troops receiving inaccurate pay due to a lack of integration in Anny personnel 
and pay systems, and exacerbated by the thousands of reservists deployed to Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

In 2005 and 2006, the Committee held hearings on the fmancial hardships 
created for injured Army National Guard and Reserve soldiers due to disjointed pay 
and personnel offices. More recently, during our 2007-2008 hearing's on issues facing 
wounded soldiers, Defense Department officials testified that some of the 
administration challenges facing wounded soldiers would be addressed ooder 
DIMHRS. During all of these hearings, we were promised that most of the 
administrative problems would be solved when DIMHRS was adopted. 

As you know, our wait for solutions promised with the deployment ofDIMHRS 
continues. DOD has planned five DIMHRS deployment dates for the Army alone; 
from the first in April 2006, to the most recent in March 2009. In 2005, the 
Government Accountability Office (GAO) reported to our Committee that DOD was 
not managing the DIMHRS program effectively, including defining requirements 
needed by each military service. 



The Hon. Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
November 19, 2008 
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This month, GAO reported that requirements difficulties remain, particularly 
with the communications between DOD and the Army. A September 12, 2008 memo 
from the Departmentofthe Army, Enterprise Information Systems Program Executive 
Officer to Major General Darryl Scott at the Department of Defense Business 
Transfonnation Agency (BT A) lists "critical mission show stoppers" for the Anny' s 
deployment ofDIMHRS and expresses concern about what will be done by BTA to 
"ensure a fully mission capable DIMHRS product." 

On October 3, 2008, Lieutenant General Clyde A. Vaughn, Director of the 
Army National Guard issued a memo stating that the current development ofDIMHRS 
''does not meet the Army National Guard's critical needs," and disappointment at a 
"significant lack of proven functionality to pay and account for soldiers." 

Furthermore, the Adjutants General of the United States have also expressed 
serious concerns about major deficiencies that remain between the Army requirements 
and those requirements of the Army National Guard. 

Unlike active duty personnel, a National Guard member can be carried in 
several pay categories with varying entitlements during one pay period. There also 
appears to be a lack of positive funds control inside and outside of the current 
DIMHRS configuration to account for these pay and allowances. The State Adjutants 
General also are worried about the transition oflegacy system data into the new system 
that if not corrected before implementation in March 2009, would produce disastrous 
payment errors. The State Adjutants General also cite lack of accessibility, security, 
and training and support, as major issues that might prevent Army Guard soldiers from 
getting paid timely and accurately. 

;, ~ 

As our Committee hearings since 2003 have focused on the ~any problems that 
arise with paying Anny Guard and Reserve soldiers under the old stove-piped, 
disjointed and paper intensive system, we are incredulous that DI.MHRS does not 
address or solve these issues for the men and women of the National Guard. 
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We ask that you look into these unaddressed requirements immediately and 
look forward to working with you to see that these issues are addressed. The 
Government Accountability Office tells us that DOD estimates the cost of DIMHRS 
from FY98 through fiscal year FY 2009 to be approximately one billion dollars. It is 
imperative we get a system that addresses the needs of all our military members; not 
justa few. 

ep. Chri topher ~ 
~(Jbdlr~ 
.,~d~~ 

Sincerely, 

Rep. Dennis Kucinich 

Rep. Darrell lssa 



([ongress of t{Je llntttb ~tatts 
B.a!it)ington. :mt 205t0 

January 30,2009 

We write regarding OMB Circular A-76 review of installation management fwlctions 
under 1he Defense L~isties Agency Enterprise Support orgaJJization (DES). It is our 
understanding that Department of Defense's Competitive Sourcing Official is 
disinclined to request by the Defense Lojistics Agency (DLA) to undertake an 
intemal effort as an alternative means of ensuring workplace efficiency 
and cost savings. 

Upon reviewing the recent concerns raised by the General Accountability Office 
regarding the level achieved under OMB Circular A-76, and the information 
provided to our regarding DLA's alternate approach, it appears the latter offers a 
viable alternative that result in savings more quickly. 

Given our mutual tntct~st in ensuring the DES mission is a«llmplished in an efficient 
and cost-effective we respectfully request the Department to give all due 
consideration to the re-engineering etl'ortdeveloped byDLA. 

We look forward to 

Sincerely, 

aWJ( 
~~4·•~' 
1fU_ p( t{)c:--1 

~-,~ 

11111111 
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~lniteh ~tabs ~euatr 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

February 2, 2009 

The Honorable Robert Oates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 000 

Dear Secretary Gates Admiral Mullen: 

Admiral Mike MuHen 
Chainnan of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
9999 The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20318-9999 

We aPJ)reciate the di11:ctcll focus you have brought to the National Guard and Reserves through 
recent directives, decisions, and other actions.. In our September 26, 2008 letter, we 
asked you to look at the of transparency and accountability in 1he purchase and distribution 
of equipment for tht Guard and Reserves. We would appreciate an update on the 
Department's efforts to these challenges, which have prevented equipment slated for the 
reserve components actually entering Guard and Reserves inventories. 

We have received· a .... ..,ll...,. of interim responses, including letters that referred our inquiry to the 
Under Secretary of (Comptroller) and, later, to the Under Secretary for Acquisition, 
Teclmology and We look forward to a more detailed response on how the Department 
actually plans to account the appropriated dollars provided for National Guard and Reserve 
equipment. 

Given its constitutional atumnty and paramount responsibility to the American people, Congress 
has a deep interest in transparency. Establishing a budget and execution plan that 

· provides transparency accountability of Guard and Reserve equipment funding is also a key 
recommendation of the on the National Guard and Reserves. We understand that 
that the Dcpartnient of acknowledges the need for corrective action. 

We would appreciate an on the Department's plans to cnswe greater accountability for 
National Guard and equipment In particular, please advise on the status of evaluating 
the viability of such prc,_,.:sals as delineating Guard and Reserve funding requests within the 
Services' annual requests or Congress creating a separate appropriation for National 
Guard and Reserve requirements. 

~ 
PATRlCK LEAHY 
Co-Chair 
U.S. Senate National 

CHRISTOPHER S. BOND 
Co-Chair 
U.S. Senate National Guard Caucus 



ilJftnimt ~ttltm i'cnan 
OP~Mnirif;:,QN ARMEP SfllWlCE$• 
wxsflir4GTON, oc:2o51!Hloso 

February 2, 2009 

The Honorable KOI:~ctrt 
&.=c.retaty· of I>efe1ns. 
10.00 Defenset"'en1tatc>n 
Washington~ D.c:~ .· 

Thankyou rnw•:vnt·lr le.tte.r of January .2 7 t regarding the Oeparp:nent's use, gf 
tetired military· as "8urrogates'! to make the former Adrrtihisttatitln'scase 
in the media.. As · indicate in your l~t;ter, the Inspeet()r General ftnutd no 
improper or illegal·· ·· the pert of the· Department'·s Public Affairs. 
personnel and . . that information briefings provided to retire.;! military 
officers -did not legal.prohibitwns against the use of appropriated funds ;for 
publicity 'Or purposes. 

However; thellnsrpec~tor Gcmer~l also fQ.und :thatth~ I)epartm~nt eXcluded a 
retired General . · further partic.ipation iri the prograril beca~ ofhis 'comments 
crititaiofthe · ofthe.lraqwar. The report also confirmsthat·a~uior DOD 
.PubliQ Af;tldrs . . ·sent art e-mail urging th~ Depart:m.ent to eultivate a core 
group of"teliably . . . retired m:ii;tary:anfllysts "ihatwe can.counton to· carry 
our wafet<" I do: think it.$hotwld be accep1tlble for DOD offieials'to cut off 
outside ·who express ·critical opinions, or to. use ;access to 
information to political allies in· the press. I fthis. conduct is .not illegal C>r 
improper under law or regulatiQns~ f. believe that:those 'laws and 
regu:lations'neecho changed. I would app_reCiate ifyou would review the 
applicable Jaws . and g~U~~ckto: rne wjth yo:ur v~e~. 

Also, while · report finds insuftlclentevid.~mceto detenninethat any 
contrae1dt cpmpetitiv~ advantage as a: result of.its: ties to retired military 
analystS~·the,1epart. · to ·assess wltethet·the re~ired military analysts themselves 
obtained·finan(!jal t1· ~ne:ttts·trom contractors·as·a result oftheirfavorable access to 
000 information: officials. Th~ report alsQ .~oncludes that it was app~opd~te .. 
for the Department employ :a contractor to :ensure that the comro~ntacy of retired 

ll~lllllll~i1flnliiiiiilllll 



military analysts ...... n .... ,. ..... ..~ accurate information." However, the purpose of the 
contract, as detailed the report, was not to determine whether the commentary 
was "accurate", but whether it was favorable- i.e., to determine "how 
coverage reflects or to reflect DoD stated policies or views (as expressed by 
its spokespeople representatives)." The report fails to assess whether it 
was appropriate to an outside contractor to determine which analysts were 
most supponive of views. 

I would 
additional review 

Thank you 

a-

if you would task the Inspector General to conduct an 
analysis to address these issues. · 

your attention to this important matter. 

Carl Levin 
Chairman 



1anitrd· ~tatts ~matt 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

March l J. 2009 

were infOf'D'Uid that the Dopartment of Defense is considcrins 
acquisition of a new Air F«ee aerial refueling tanker. As the co­

Tanker Caucus. we believe that any additional postponement of the 
l'e-1~italmttion program will have a serious and unneoc=ssar)' ad\'ersc effeot on our · 

to catry out the National Military Strategy. Accordingly, we 
Department recommence the aerial mfueling tanker competition on an 

the Senate Tanker Caucus is a bipartisan organization whose purpose 
Det~me1nt in efficientJy procuring whi~er aircraft best meets the 

Natioaal Military Strategy aad provides the best value to 1he taxpayer, 
and will not, take a position su~ing an)' particular bidder in the 

J.'l'l~"'~'·~~ of a .replacement tanker. H9wever. the failure of recent efforts 
has been disconcerting to members of the Caucus. 

abi,Jit>J'bfour nation to continue to project aerial poww:r worldwide ~pends on 
backbone of this fleet is the KC-135, which is rapidly approaching its 
As I am s.ure you ap. continuing to rely upon these aircraft for 

an unacceptable risk not only to our nation's unique globat reaclt 
most valuable asset, our men and women in unifonn. 

respcgtfttlty recommend that the Depamnent resum~~:~ the wmpctition to 
iallrcfu1clirll gnker u soon u possible. We also request that our respective 

a timely manner, on the Department's plans. 

your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely. 

Orrin G. Hatch 
Unitod States Senator 
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March 12, 2009 

Honorable Robert 
Secretary of..,..,,,.,&&..,, ... 
1 000 Defense 
Washington, DC 20 10-1000 

Dear Mr. Sccr~tary: 

A critical~~;:Le~~e~u of our strategy for success in Afghanistan must be enabling 
Afghan forces to responsibility for the security of their own country. We applaud 
the decision to the size of the Aipan National Army (ANA) to 134.000 soldiers, 

. though the force may well require additional growth in order to meet Afghanistan's 
security needs over e long term. 

and its allies need to do all we can to accelerate as quic.kJy as 
equipping of the ANA and the Afghan National Police (ANP) . 

.. y ..... ~~~.-.. uau. Commander, NATO International Security Assistance Force. 
embedded trainers and funding to speed up building the capacity 

~l'!r..nnlllt forces. 

recently that the ~'long pole in the tent'~ for growi.na the ANA 
units the basic equipment they need- machine guns, radios, and 

it. At a hearing on February 2611\, General David Barno, 
----·-'-! Forces Command Afghanistan, tcstitied that the main 

COilStiPilt,ect.peacc-timc system" for equipping these forces which is not 
aentan•as of an ongoing conflict. As you recall, similar problems were 
•vAll","" badly needed military equipment to Iraqi forces. In tbis regard, 

• .,id ... .-:1.. in Iraq will be applied to our efforts in Afghanistan. 

We request you closely examine wbat is needed to expedite the training and 
equipping of the Nationtal Anny and Afghan National Police and report to us on 
what more is nec:ded.lltnterms of resources, personnel, or legislative relief. 



to your prompt re~ponse and working with you on this matter. 

Sincerely, 

• 

Carl Levin 
Chairman 
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WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

January 23, 2009 

The Honorable .ow ........ ..,. The Honorable Daniel Inouye 
President ofthe 
The White House 
Washington, DC 205 

Dear Mr. President Chairman Inouye: 

Senate Appropriations Committee, Chainnan 
S-128, the Capitol 
Washington DC, 20515 

I am writing to i;x]'re1~s the need for increased funding of several critical Corps of 

BATONROUGI! 
868 CoM/EtniON STREET 
BATON RoUGe, LA 708Q2 

12251 383-<1331 
FAX: 12~1 383-1)9$2 

Weboil• wi!tl E·Moll Accooo: 
vitter.aenate.goll 

Engineers projects in the state of Louisiana under the Economic Stimulus Plan. As 
you know, Corps has always been one of my top priorities and I believe we now have a 
full and unique . Not only will this funding help protect Louisiana's coastline and 
citizens, but it will stimulate the economy as we currently have $6.2 billion in "shovel 
ready" projects. 

in shovel-ready projects in Louisiana alone, I believe the. current House 
Corps is woefully short, and I request increased funding for the Corps in 
stimulus bill. 

1'1Tr\tll-·ti,.n systems continue to be particularly critical in our state, and I remain 
pace of progress. Millions of citizens remain at risk from inadequate 

systems as we apJ>!OilCil the fifth hurricane season since Katrina and Rita and less than a year 
since Hurricanes and Ike. Authorized levels of ptotection are needed in Terrebonne and 
Lafourche Parishes. to parishes aroWld New Orleans is needed to storm-proof pwnp 
stations. Assistance is needed by levee districts for levee certification to obtain flood 
insurance, and economic development. 

Coastal eston1Jlo·n in Louisiana continues to be urgently needed for both revitalization 
of natural wetlands protection of inland communities from storm surge. I believe that use of 
dredged material. from navigation projects, to regenerate barrier islands and wetland 
habitats is a critical block for better hurricane protection. Additional funds should also 
be used to complete pipelines, enabling the immediate application of such material 
with new and ongoing . Assistance is also sorely needed by several parishes for repair of 
environmental and flood control projects. 
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These proj clearly align with the intent of the Stimulus Plan to revitalize critical 
infrastructure, nm,vlflll! economic benefit with new jobs and enable economic development in 
Louisiana. I am to help in any way possible and I appreciate your continued support and 
prompt matter. 

Sincerely, 

David Vitter 
United States Senator 

Cc: General Robert Antwerp, U.S. Anny Corps of Engineers 



The Honorable 
President-elect 
Presidential 
451 6th St., NW 
Washington, DC 

tinittd ~tatrn ~cnatc 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

December 15, 2008 

for your support of a robust shipbuilding budget and policies to support 
and Coast Guard and to enable commercial ship construction in the 

~,, .... 1.,.,. and funding would create and sustain highly skilled jobs, strengthen 
nornflilllla security, and modernize and expand our domestic marine · 

The •uvvua•u••K industry of the United States employs more than 400,000 people in 47 
states. The industry of six major shipbuilding yards, seveyal smaller ship construction 
and repair yards, and than 4,000 major manufacturers of ship components and systems. 
Thousands of jobs be created in the United States with a renewed conunitment to 
shipbuilding that has lacking in the past decade. 

Military have documented for several years a minimum national requirement for 
313 ships to support Navy and Marine Corps. The Chief of Naval Operations Admiral Gary 
Roughead testified year at the Navy FY09 budget hearing that "[t]he rate at which we are 
growing our fleet .,,., ... .,. .... ,,-"'"'our ability to fulfill the core capabilities of the maritime 
strategy." He is, to taking the steps necessary to build the future fleet andre-
establish the vital needed among the Department, Congress, and industry to get our Navy 
above a 313-ship " At the House Armed Services Committee hearing on March 6, 2008, 
Admiral Roughead "[t]hree hundred thirteen ships represent the minimum force necessary 
to provide the global persistent p1esence, and strategic, operational, and tactical effects." 
He concluded by ''I support a stable shipbuilding plan that provides an affordable. 
balan~d fotce and our nation's industrial base. I intend to develop further our Navy's 
relationship with · to reinforce our commitment to a stable shipbuilding plan." 

Unfortunately however, the Navy's fleet has declined to 284 ships. To attain the 313-
ship Navy outlined the CNO, 12 ships need to be budgeted annually. 

's naval fleet is in decline, the Navies of potential adversaries are on the 
rise. Russia has rebuilding its naval power a priority, and the Navy of China is expanding 
rapidly. By 2015 the Navy is projected to be larger than ours. and Russia has stated its 
intention to have the largest Navy in the world by 2022. These countries may be building 
their naval forces to America .access to critical regions and to limit America's influence 
around the world. tlel~au!~e more than 90 percent of global commerce is transported by sea, naval 
power is the key to critical raw materials, to securing sea lanes of commerce for trade 
and energy, and to power quickly when needed. Other nations are also placing a 



and the instances of piracy on the world's oceans are increasing at an 
erron:lt attack from sea remains a high security threat. 

In addition to Navy's priorities, the U.S. Coast Guard warrants your attention. The 
U.S. Coast Guard is one of the oldest in the world. Your commitment to modernize the 
Coast Guard fleet improved cutters will be essential in defending our borders, 
improving search and ....... , ...... stopping illegal trafficking, and giving the Coast .Guard the tools it 
needs to perform its security missions. 

The crisis in .u ... u.t .. ,r:u markets makes it more vital than ever to budget $60 million 
annually for the Title Ship Loan Guarantee Program administered by the Maritime 
Administration. This provides a government guarantee of 87.5 percent of a commercial 
bank loan over 25 to ship owners for ship constnletion in the United States. Vessels 
financed by Title XI enhance our domestic energy development and transportation 
capability for all of energy. The dry cargo ships currently serving American ports average 
more than their intended service lives. 

More ships to be built to meet our security, energy, and transportation needs. 
Building more ships also build our economy and create and preserve thousands of 
engineering and DrtiOUII'UCfn obs in the United States. Your efforts to reverse years of inadequate 
funding for the Navy, Guard, and commercial shipbuilding will provide many positive 
returns on a much investment 

Thank you for 
matter. 

consideration of this important national economic and security 

Sincerely, 



CC: 



tlmttd ;itatu ~matt 
WASHINGTON, OC:2051t) 

M~b20,20~ 

As you . lait year's Depamn~t ofDefense Appropristims Aci provided ~mal 
funding for the 000·1 000 and d:iret:t~ the N'II'V)' tQ budget. fOr the mnainin.& funding 
requirement in · C.ongr.css expects .the Navy to adhere to this direcdmt; !Mrefore, wr: write 
to urge your fot full fundiftg oftbe '000-1000 progmm itt 'dw FYlO Pmidcnt's budget, 
and ~!hat C®tinuc a thorough arid Ct~ miew imd M~J.'n ofthe Na")''s 
pmposaito tM'~ttbe. IJJ:)G.t OOQ .prognnn and restan 000·5 1 production. . 

. concerned &bout1hc NaV}''slona·tmn shi~klinJ plan. Oe$pite 
~-QJt:~i$ioJ11al lmd l)opln.mentof Defense ttquests tor~-.nalysis, the. 

to ll~ide,:sttfl'ieiet'ltju~ticn 1ft supportd the prOposal to truncate the DOO­
ooo;;s J prodootion. We continue to await aa it1-depth eompilttlive 

· l and 0:00-1000. TM Navy's failt.ate tO provide ~cb • detailed~ 
a lack ofsupporting do<:uz:nentation of the- Navy's .pc»tffion and 

co~rmemct in the merits ofthc Navy's :plan to truncate the DDG-lOOO prow-n. 
tbisint"ormatiott before acquiesoin1 to a change of this. magnitude. 

S,..:ij1oftblQ~tbe D00·4000 p!iOgftun-wiU enable~ N~V}'lo k~ Sil biltkln • 
alri!!aitb.~· ltnfMtl8d R!l!lar1m ao4 ~ fundirtg. The shjp ~ken detigncd with sipifi£1nt 

U'K:IU<IIIll power, cooling. ~. and w:ipt to mablt npid enh~b to . 
in the existing hull. We bltlieve mat cootinued produclitm and tkUvery \?If 

.n~~~ttM~.~l!!!'lt hl C~~sctrtial to t~ kmg-tertn· gabi a.,.- t:if 01>11' sbipbuUdiitg -pr-ogrim ..,. 
needed capabilities t~ Ute Navy. 

and aPJ!fCCiatlon, and thank you f« C<»lsidcrin3 thit request. 

Sinc«CCy, 



~ " . . . . . 



tinittd ~mrm ~matt 
WASHINGTON. DC 20510 

March 25, 2009 

We write today to serious concom about tbe administration's phmned Dldioml 
defcose spending Year 2010 and beyond, which appears to be insuffieicnt to 
guanmtee U.S. security in lbe coming years. Based on the administration's 
blJdact documents 1hua far, it appears tbala mubd decrease in overall defense 
spendin& is in for OW' country. If n:ceot press accounta arc accurate, this will be 
acwJDpli.shcd by or postponing the acquisition of numerous major weapon 
systems critieal to Armed Forces md DeCeSSIU}' to ensure their future ability to defend 
o\ll country. 

~Congress the Fiscal Year 2010 (FYIO) budget process, it is <>ur vi~ that we 
have too little infCJ~tuldoo on band, based solely on the President's incomplete budget 
submission. to and responsibly make deciaions about top..lioe figures for the 
couritry's core program. For CIXalllp!c_ it iB widely reported 1bat the 
adminiSiration to shift f\mding 1hat is cummtly part of 1be supplemental budget 
~s into the DoD appropriations request. But, to date, Congress has not~ 
told mactly what will be transfcmd, nor has it been informed about which 
partiQUlar will be affectod. This laek of information raiees a number of 
important with potentially troubling answtn. 

to substantiaJly increase U.S. military force levels in Afgbanistan, 
Bimultall801w1Y withdrawing all U.S. combat forcea from Iraq by August 2010, will 

(UD(jling, However, it is our understanding that the administration will 
this year and next in supplemental f\mcting, which is cause for great 

___ ., ... _ how the administration, if it intends to cut supplemental funding, 
m.aiittaill our military fOJCCS in the field and enable them to conduct their 

effectively. We would appreciate an explanation on this issue. 

support efforts to ma:Jdmizc transparency iD the budget process by 
t01'e:S$lble DoD requirements iD the normal DoD budget request; however, 

~enses from the supplemeDtal NqUeSIS to the base budget, while 
sWitung the supplemental request, the net effect would be a decJease in 

our national defense. Our concern is that. under the guise of an 
bud.getiog1 approach to national security spending. we would be locking in an 

miliiSIY spsnding that either puta our troops in jeopardy today or our 



jeopardy tomonow as we restri~t urgently needed capital investments 
planes, ships, and land vehicles. 

that your department provide us as soon as possible with moie 
inlinlatilm on wbat expend.itula, and at wbat level~ you anticipate moving 

SUJ)Jp.lelli$D11al budget to the base dofcnsc budget for FYIO and what dcfeme 
aq.oapette eliminating or substantially Jeduciug, in relation to the most 

Defense Program (FYDP). In additicm, it is essen1ial that we hear 
unitonneti combatant commanders and tho Chairman of the Joint Chiem of Staff 

Ploblcmo.s they will face in canyiog out their reS]IOJL$ibilitics UDder the 
Dtl!POS4~ defeuae speodiDa blucprlnts. Mcordingly, we request that you 

as possible, risk UMUmcnts by each combatant commander, 
Wbflli!lcx1Cnt the· President's propoRd defense spending levels will limit their 
oat~~ requirements over the Jifetime of the FYDP. Finally, we request 

Ch.alinn111n IJ risk assessment, which is statutorily reqWred and is long overdue, be 
ealenclar days. 

During the early of this decade~ it became cleat that defense spending decisions 
made during the and the zesu.hing milbary "procurcmmt holiday• that our 
government had left our Amled F~ without the needed advaDcod equipment 
and superior c.pa!;tliities to defend our nation. Today, in tho middle of a global war on 

allow that to happen again. Now is not tbe time to attempt to cash in 
'DeaccuJiiVic:leniLI wbilc tbou8aDds of our soldiers, aailors, airmCD, and marines arc 

• engaged in uulitary opcratioDS in two ~or theaters of contli~ 
very real~ on the horizon. 

We urge you ~ extm1e these issues carefUlly as the admiDistration completes work on 
its FYI 0 DoD request. Thank you for your service to our nation and your tireless 
dedication to its Foroes. 

JOHNCORNYN 
United States Senallor 

Sincerely, 

~J--
JONKYL 
United States Scn&tor 

2 



-

~ .. _j v~· \ ::::._.....~ 

DAVID V1TJ'ER 
UDited States Senaaor 

~--
United States Senator 

__.-.o---w~ 

3 



ti.nittd ~tatts ~matt 

April 16., 2009 

,.....,..,..1110ioloa .,_ 
w ............ oc .. 

11111-..&t 
'-111111-....;r _......,......-...goo' 

The Houorable u.t~ 
Piesiden1 oftbe 
lh: White House 
1600 Peanm.vauiiiiA·vem~e. 
Washingtoa, DC """~·uv-..""'~ 

Dear Mr. Prellide~~ 

At your AdliDiPllstrltion prepares the di:tails of your Fiscal Year 2010 (PY10) defimse budpt, I 
am writing to inclusion of a military c:onstmction project ia.m.y hoiiiB state o!Nebraska. 
Tbe Anny Guuclanct Air National Ouard have begun preparatory coastrucdon work: oo. 
• Jeiat FOICe whicb.I reconuaead be mcluded m this defeoH budset to easute 
timely and completion of the pmj=. 

BBN;ajp 

Natioaal Ouanl Air National Ouatd, ami Nebruka ata• go"Y11111DlCDt C01JilUrr,partl will 
wiHAJerate.Jomidl Jn !JuoiD, Neblub. at this Joint Headquarters. The 
•nnx~ ~tm. c:mapDCy Operations ceatcr will facillta~e a rapid, 

resocmk to JDPJor cnuerpmcy events; aad therefore,! suppozt the /UrD.y Nllioual 
millioallld the Air Natioaal Owud's mquat ofS3 million 10 tbat 

-ttn~~~~'lll mr the hcadquarrm can beam u pliiiDed iD PYto. 

amlroqaatilu that dais mislion-cri1ical ind.quarters be iDcludacl in your FYI 0 
you your coasidaa1ion ottbis request rfyou or your staifnea 

fnfiliiJJUIIIPl. pleQe do not bleitate to CODtact me directly or b&ve your stiff comact 
202-224-65S 1. 



tlnittd ~mtrs ~matt . 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

April 6, 2009 

President Barack vv<uua 

The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania 
Washington, DC 

We write you not to allow deep cuts in U.S. missile defense programs that 
are critically imtJOt1~t to protecting our homeland and our allies against the growing threat 
Of ballistiC UU>li>"'U"''"I 

Defense Robert Gates today announced plans to cancel or reduce such 
Airborne Laser, Multiple Kill Vehicle, and the installation of 

ur<>una-.Jiasf~a Interceptor missiles in Alaska, and to cut the MD A's budget for 
$1.4 billion. Although we applaud Secretary Gates' commitment to 

such capabilities and SM-3, these proposals would amount to almost a fifteen 
percent cut in the budget and a major reduction in our missile defense portfolio-
actions that we reaJt'ICO•Wa undermine our emerging missile defense capabilities to protect 
the United States a growing threat. 

the threat from ballistic missiles is significant and on the rise. 
a.~a.1u· • ..,l Maples, the Director of the Defense Intelligence Agency, 

the Senate Armed Services Committee that "the threat posed by 
systems is likely to .increase while growing more complex over 

Maples further warned that "adversary nations are increasingly 
operational countermeasures to defeat missile defenses." Ballistic 
already proliferated worldwide and is a direct threat to both our 

by rogue states with ballistic missiles has been underscored by 
recent missile tests. In early February, Iran launched a satellite 
be used as an intercontinental ballistic missile. Last weekend, 

Taepo Dong-2, a long range missile that if successful, could have 
Alaska. and possibly the West Coast of the United States. 

Although developments highlight the danger we face, they have also revealed 
the progress our missile defense system has made. When recently aSked before 
the Senate Armed Committee whether the United States could intercept a Taepo 
Dong-2 missile the American homeland, Admiral Timothy Keating, 
Commander of U.S Pacific Command, and General Patrick Chilton, Commander of U.S. 
Strategic assured that we can do so with high probability. This would not have 
been tht: case just a years ago, and is only the case today because we have invested in a 
diverse set of defense capabilities .. 

IIIII 



Cooperation ballistic missile defense is also essential to our most important 
alliances. In the region, Japan became the first among our allies to 
successfully ntl"irr.f'1nl a ballistic missile with the Aegis defense system. In response to 
North Korea's arsenal of missiles, the Government of Japan decided six years ago 
to deploy a joint and Patriot PAC-3 missile defense and has already invested $7.9 
billion of its own to build a new pillar of our alliance. India has likewise expressed 

cooperation on missile defense systems, which promises to become 
{'_fl{,nPT.:.t·•~ in our growing strategic partnership . 

•• ~, ....... ,,. oo1, we continue to develop missile defense technology in close 
As you know, the State of Israel faces a uniquely pressing threat 

ua~..u.,~<•'llmissileprogtam and pursuit of weapons of mass destruction. In 
cooperated with Israel to develop the Arrow family of missile 

working together on the David's Sling missile defense system to 
rockets. These are critical programs that should not be abandoned. 

In Europe, TO has also endorsed the importance of missile defense as a 
collaborative ",..,Tl, ... among its member states. At the Bucharest summit in Apri12008, 
NATO formally that "ballistic missile proliferation poses an increasing threat to 
Allies' forces, , and populations. Missile defense forms part of a broader response 
to counter this NATO further expressed "deep concern" over the proliferation 
activities of both and North Korea. and urged the examination of a "comprehensive 

to extend coverage to all Allied territory and populations." 

In sum. ccx>ot,ration on missile defense is now a critical component of many of our 
closest security around the world. We fear that cuts to the budget for missile 
defense could undermine these relationships and foster the impression that 
the United States is unreliable ally. Moreover, sharp cuts would leave us and our 
friends around the less capable of responding to the growing ballistic missile threat. 

The fact 1 ..,,,,,._. •.• ., that our adversaries continue to invest large sums in the 
development of weapons. The question is whether we respond by developing 
appropriate against them. We therefore urge you to sa~tain the ability of the 
Missile Defense and the military services to develop an integrated, layered defense 
against the threat missiles to the United States, our deployed forces, and our 
allies. 

for your consideration in this matter. 

Sincerely. 

Jon Kyl 
United States ~er1at<11' 



1/fw/~..-L. 
Mark Begich ,-- \ 
United States Senator 

James Inhofe 
United States Senator 



ilnitnt ~tatES i'tnatt 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

May 19,2009 

The Honorable .... v.~d 
Secretary of .LJ"'J"'"'u'-

1 000 Defense u ....... i- ..... .,. ... 

Dear Secretary 

to request that you establish a clear policy through which the 
.LJ\,>JL ... ~''"' (DOD) will encourage renewable energy development 

t1ec:ess:arv protections for military airspace. 

As you DOD has an important voice in wind turbine siting decisions 
because wind can impact DOD radar and airspace requirements. 
Unfortunately, to the interaction between wind developers and the DOD has 
lacked · For instance, in 2007 Travis Air Force Base objected to the 80 
MW Montezuma md Energy Center very iate in the permitting process. The 
proposed wind is surrounded by other wind farrns,some of which were built 
after 2007, in IJVL·O.W4J County California's Wind Resource Area, more than ten 
miles from the That project, and others nearby, remain in limbo today due to 
DOD concerns that likely surmountable. 

To facilitate development of renewable energy projects consistent with 
national security u. ..... ,~.,., we encourage you to take the following steps that could 
improve the for wind development in the United States. 

• 

• 

Formally consolidate decision making 
eJOpmtent in a single office, preferably within the Office of 

A single decision~ maker, who operates under clear 
by which he communicates DOD concerns regarding 

limit unnecessary conflict between DOD and renewable 

DOD should identify proposed wind .farm 
impacts on .... "' . ...,.,.,.operations during the Federal Aviation Administration's 
(FAA) existing, wind farm screening and approval process, as well as 
provide initial during any .FAA early feasibility review. If DOD 



• 

• 

• 

• 

objections are 
permit through 
surprised by 

in as transparent a manner as national security concerns 
FAA process~ renewable energy developers will not be 
concerns expressed late in the permitting process. 

ru!£1!~m!l£...!~!!!!!!!!!!!!!· The military has produced extremely useful maps 
,.... ...... ""'"' and Nevada that designate areas in which the military 

onr)ol.t~s wind energy development (red), areas where the DOD 
concerns (yellow)~ and areas where DOD has no military 
DOD's maps were assembled using data and assumptions 
guide development~ but they are not detailed enough to be 

making tool. I request that you clarify that DOD staff should 
sitc~-st>~:i±ic technical analysis before opposing any wind proposal. 

~rn:l~~~~..!!!~ru:!WH!!:· Airspace height restrictions vary considerably 
limit wind energy development. If DOD evaluated whether 

consistent with safety and national security needs to raise 
feet restrictions to 500 feet at sites where wind fanns are 

be able to open a considerable amount of currently 
wind energy development. 

~~!!!!!!!.~~~!!.!~LY!mt!!!l~~: Technical mitigation measures may 
the impacts of wind turbines on radar. In September 2008, 

the DOD~ the Federal Aviation Administration, the 
'"'""'~" ........... and Atmospheric Administration, and the wind industry 

a research and development roadmap, mirroring a similar 
British military and the British Wind Energy Association. 

anJtCit>atlcl>n in this effort is important, and I encourage you to ensure that 

~~~~!..!!!:!~· DOD is in the process of replacing older analog radar 
systems with st~:e-or-the-art radar through the National Airspace 
Modernization I encourage you to request that DOD consider the 
wind energy of an area when prioritizing radar replacements. A report 
by the defense firm JASON recently concluded, "Radars which don't 
have the to mitigate wind farm interference could simply be 
replaced ... The radar would incorporate multidimensional detection, with 
greatly processing, with pulse shapes designed to optimally 
distinguish aircraft and wind farms."1 



As you both global warming and our reliance on foreign sources of 
energy present eccnlo:mt'c and national security challenges to our country. Your 
Department focuses on its primary mission of protecting our national 
security, but we DOD could also play a more productive role. We very 
much look forward working with you to ensure that renewable energy 
development where it is compatible with the military's mission. 

Sincerely, 

Charles Grassley 
United States Senator 

n Tester 
nited States Senator 

Richard J. Durbin 
United States Senator 

-

~~~ 
Tom Harkin ax Baucus 
United Senator United States Senator 

·~ 

-



ORRIN G. HATCH 
\ftAH 

.lACE JOHNS~ 
CHtEF Of'STMr 

~rtiteb ~tate& ~ena:te 
r..,..,.,., 1202~ 12~1 
moi102JU.-~ 
fAA.I20112-1 

The Honorable William . Lynn 
Deputy Secretary 
The Department _ .... r~_..,_ .. __ 

1100 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, OC 20301 100 

Dear Secretary Lynn: 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051Q--440l 

June8,2009 

~: 

FINANCE 

JUO!OAfiY 

HEAlTH. EDUCAllON. 
LABOR, A_NO PENSIONS 

INTEUI!li!I\ICE 

JOINT COMMITTEE 
ON TAXATION 

'fbank you for May 28th letter. I appreciate learning the Department of Defense's 
("Department~) views the subjects covered in the letter. In addition, I look forward to 
continuing to work with on enhancing our nation's sec:urity. 

I was delighted learn of the Department's commitmeat to our depot-maintenance 
system by .. compl[ying] the 50/SO and Core laws as currently written and interpreted." 
As you know, the Cnlnoriil>!l..s:._ on a bipartisan basis, bas worked·with the Department over the past 
several years to our depot maintenance system. The warfi~er has greatly 
benefited from this invcsunem through sustained on-lime delivery rates of vital 
equipment. 

Regarding the ~a.~~ct-na-~solid rocket motor intercontinental ballistic missile industrial 
base, I deeply Department and the Air Force's recognition of the merits of 
sustaining this vital infrastructure. The Air Force's Fiscal Year 2010 budget request of 
$43 million is an · ·first step. However, your letter does no• address if the Department 
will accede to the of the Air Force's request to reprogram sufficient Fiscal Year 2009 
funds to maintain solid production this fisCal year. OnJy a prompt transfer of these funds 
will prevent fwther · in production, resulting in millions of dollars in unnecessary 
costs, and the of employment for the highly sought after engineers atld technicians 
that manufacture solid motors. 

Therefore, I restllctt'ullv request the Department agree to Secretary Donley's request and 
reprogram, on an basis, FiScal Year 2009 flmds to maintain-o-ur nation's land-based 
solid rocket motor ballistic missile industrial base. 

consideration of this matter. · 

Orrin G. Hatch 
United States Senator 



JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN 
cONNE:cncvr 

COMPAfT"fEI!S: 

ARMED SERVICES 

HOMElAND SECURITY AND GO~ERNI~EN1rAU•FFAJill; 

SMALL BUSINESS 
tinitnt ~tatrs ~rnatr 

SENATE Qf'n~:l: Suu.i w~r; 
WASHINCllON, DC :.:0!..1\) 

(202t 224-40~1 

ON& CONSTnunrJN Pt. AlA 
7Tlifi.C10f'l 

1-lAO<TFDRD. CT 06103 
860-545-a463 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051(H)703 T ou FilE:.'&': t--800-225-500~ 

The Honorable 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of ._...,, ... u,,.o 

1000 Defense 
Washington, DC 

June 10,2009 

UOMf PAGE: 
http:l/liebormt~n.sena\l!.Qov 

I read with interest your speech to the Association of American Universities 
on April 14,2008. that occasion you noted the potential ofthe records ofSaddam 
Hussein's Ba'athist me, captured by American forces in 2003, to provide us 
"unprecedented ·u·,,.,,j:;••"" into the workings of dictatorial third-world regimes. You 
rightly compared lle~tion of materials to the Smolcnsk archives, upon which 
scholars of the Union like Merle Fainsod based much of their research. You also 

Department was funding an effort to open a Conflict Records 
National Defense University. 

I strongly "'"'"'"..t your goal of making the records ofSaddam Hussein's regime 
available to the scholarly community for research and study. However, I am 
concerned by the slow pace of this valuable project. I note that the Defense 
Department has yet establish a Conflict Records Research Center in the 15 months that 
have passed since announcement, nor docs the opening of such a center appear to be 
on the hori~on. 

I would thcrcJore be grateful for a progress report on your efforts to establish a 
Conflict Records Center at the National Defense University, a tirnclinc for its 
creation, as well as estimate of the resources that the Defense Department will devote 
to the center over .... ,.,"'''"'~ 

your attention·to this matter and your commitment to this worthy 

<trely, , 
a;~ I. Lieberman 

UNITED STATES SENATOR 

\ .A / 



JIM WEBB 

VIRGINIA 

COMMITTEE ON 
ARMED SERVICES 

COMMITTEE ON 
FOREIGN RElATIONS 

COMMmEEON 
VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

JOINT ECONOMIC COMMmEE 

iinittd ~tatts ~mate 
WASHINGTON, DC 2051o-4605 

June 10,2009 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 
WASHINGTON, 0C 20510 

(2011 224-4024 

The Honorable 
Secretary of uerense 
The Department 
The Pentagon, 
Washington, DC 

• 

• 

• 

• 

mcleptJ<1en.t, bipartisan Commission on Wartime Contracting was created last 
report on U.S. wartime contracting for logistics, reconstruction, and 

~· .,., .... - co-sponsors of the legislation leading to the establishment of this 
pleased to enclose a copy of its interim report. We believe that the 

1u'11"'-'1·'l:\ noteworthy contributions in documenting the extensive problems 
in wartime support contracting and what must be done to fix them. 

~\J•uu'I~i~Ilm' s interim report identifies major areas of emphasis offering the 
significant reform. Moreover, the commissioners have identified a 

au.cu. 1~'"''".;;" of more immediate concern that require prompt action by the 
Uettemse to avoid undennining U.S. objectives in Iraq and Afghanistan and 

more U.S. tax dollars. Of note, they report, in part: 

of U.S. forces in Iraq risks incurring enormous waste, which could 
completion of work that may not need to be done, to poorly controlled 

.. "' .. ~'-'1•100 and disposition of U.S. government property; 
a need for greater accountability in the use of foreign subcontractors who 
be accountable to U.S. governmental authority; 

of contractor support of expanded U.S. operations in 
\.t:glha11st:m is compromised by the failure to extract and apply lessons learned 

particularly those relating to poor intemgency coordination; 
1 ..... rt1..-. .. ·nt of Defense should accelerate its plans to establish a contracting 

.. ;vr.nrn•t.uu in Afghanistan; and 
]•"·"'"'""" ... "' of Defense should take immediate steps to ensure that 

l'n''""''.nncr<: providing security for U.S. operating bases are well trained and 
............. .-u to provide strong force protection to our military. 

Secretary Gates 
June 10, 2009 
Page 112 IIIII I 

I 



During interactions over the past year, you have responded very constructively 
when we have brcl.lgb.t concerns to your attention. While some of the time-sensitive issues 
raised in the 's report are not new, it is telling that they continue to arise. We 
encourage you, of your staff, to meet with the Commission to obtain greater 
insights into and possible corrective actions. Additionally, we would 
appreciate from you a description of what the Department is doing or plans to do to 
address them. 

With this ~'""..,~"n' interim report completed, we expect the Commission to enhance 
its body of work assessing root causes and potential solutions to the systemic contracting 
problems in Iraq Afghanistan through further original investigation and analysis. We 
appreciate your support of this endeavor and the attention you have brought to 
improve wartime policies and practices. 

for your consideration of this© 

Secretary Gates 
June 10,2009 
Page 212 

Claire McCaskill 
United States Senator 
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• RUSSE!JL' D. FEINGOLD 

'/VI:5CO~SIN CoMIMT"f'E't Ofll Fo~ION RiElAlroNS 

C<~U Oft n..- JtJCte:rAA"'" 

5El..fC:T COM~tTTtE ON I""'"E:Ll.IGfhef 

0E.Y~.tr.1.C PO\.ICYCO...C~Wt•TTf.P:. 

!:Of ~,..,... r St:"'-A·t~ On-'ICE Butt tlii'rG 
"N~'\,~O•IINC0i(),.., DC 10~10 

~,.~.~~ n4- ~~~n 

i2Pl12Z4· ,_g!O •TO:)I 
fe;,qull1 ".,n""•-~JOV 

The President 
The White 

Dear Mr. 

Bnittd ~mtts ~rnatr 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4904 

May 15. 2009 

that your administration, in close consultation with 
and strengthen chief of mission authority. As you know, this 
al to ensure that our agencies and personn.el overseas fully 

.. v.,., ... v ...... and that all elements of the United States government 
rnn'-'1 the same strategic objectives. It is particularly important that 

inates with civilian leadership, particularly the chiefs of mission 
overseas. A lack of such coordination and oversight 

rl'"''"'"'"'n activities that undermine our ability to achieve our national 

in the aftermath of 9/11' we have seen an erosion of chief of 
mission auth · in part because of the extended reach ofthe Department of 
Defense and its .... o·•f\rllll commands. I am troubled by reports that in some cases, 
chiefs of missi have nut been consulted about or made even aware of U.S. 
military act in their country. I have heard such accounts in my own travels 
overseas, and ld be happy to discuss specific examples with your 
administrdtion classitied seuing. In order to ensure our top diplomats can 
fully undertake mission, greater clarity is needed with respect to a number of 
key issues rei to this authority. 

For example. thehr'"'1"n."" administration claimed that chiefs of mission were 
always consul or to the issuance of an order to usc military force, but it is 
unclear whether I ambassadors were kept fully informed of such activities, as 
required by Jaw. is ambiguity is particularly troubling with regard to countries 
outside of Iraq Afghanistan, which are official war zones. In light of this 
uncertainty, I information in 2008 related to press allegations that the 
Department of se, under President Bush, had authority to carry out 
operations in countries around the world. To the extent that such orders 
exist, I ask that fully intonn Congress so that, among other things, any 
implications for ief of mission authority can be considered and addressed. 

',.:,0~· .;lr.:,.! t• (, .J~U.1' '"-'·· 
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nr•~•·n"~ administrations and Congresses have sought to clarify 
ty. President Truman clarified the functions of the chief of 

ve Order 10338 in 1952. In 1955. President Eisenhower issued 
·o608. which applied to the specific authority and functions of 

in Gennany. Later, section 207 ofthe Foreign Service Act of 
authority globally. 

now has the opportunity to clarify current ambiguities about 
of mission over U.S. government personnel. With ongoing 

military in tw<i official war zones- Iraq and Afghanistan- this 
clarification include an overarching framework to guide the relationship 
between chiefs mission and the U.S. military in official war zones. 1t is also 
important to cl the authority of the chief of mission in other circumstanc<:s. 
inch1ding co in which declared U.S. military operations are occurring but 
there is no host ...... ., ....... ~ .. , countries with which we have no diplomatic 
rt.:l~tionship or es with which we have diplomatic ties but no on-the-ground 
diplomatic 

recognize that 
consider. but 
greatly improve 

Sincere! y. 

that have emerged in this area and their implications to our 
urge you to consider. in consultation with Secretary of State 
in your administralion. a new executive order that would 

ion authority in relation to all military activities. I urge you 
sultation with Congress, including the Foreign Rciations, 

and Judiciary Committees, and to inform Congress 
legislative action that you may identify. Finally, I request 

this effort as soon as possible. A strong signal that you stand 
es of your ambassadors will not only make them more 

allow them. in the context of their confirmations, to provide 
policies will be implemented by all elements of the United 

ideration of my suggestions and welcome the opportunity to 
issues with representatives of your administration. I 

are many urgent na1ionaJ security challenges that you must 
ing n:newed guidance on chief of mission authority would 
capacity to effectively confront such challenges. 

2 
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DARREL\. E. ISSA., CALIFORNIA 

RANKING MINORITY MEMIER 

COMMIITEE ON OVERSIGHT AND :GOVERNMENT REFORM 
2157 RAvaU~N House OFFICE ButLOJNG 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-8143 

The Honomble Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
United States Department of Defense 
1000 Defen.~e Pen lagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

MAforitv (202)22!1-50!51 
MiiiOrily 1202} ~74 

Januuy 22, 2009 

Today, with our. colleagues in the Senate~ we are releasing the most recent Government 
Accountability Office (GAO) l.istina of the federal government's high risk areas. OAO has 
issued thig product at the start of every new Congress since 1990. A3 has been the case in many 
pa.s1 editions. the Depattment of Defense (DOD) is, unfortunAtely, well represented. 

This year's report describes eight areas in DOD operations that lfC at high risk of fraud, 
waste, abuse, and mismanagement and seven others for which DOD shares responsibility. More 
than half ofthe areas GAO has identified involve DOD. Many oftbese areas have been on the 

· list for almost two de(:ades. 

With the counuy facing its most serious financial and economic problems in decades and 
fighting two wats overseas, we cannot afford for the Department to aet less than. the maximum 
value from the resourtes the Congress and the American taxpayer provide it. The risks DOD · 
faces c:ut across most areas of its operations and include DOD's longstanding inabilitY to deliver 
its ~or weapon system acquisitions on time and at promised. costs and capabilities. modemize 
its business systems, protect critical technologies, and manage i1s contracts, its SU'PPlY chain, its 
property and its people, among others. 

The Oversight and Government Reform Committee intends to make DOD's high risk 
areas a significant focus of its oversight agenda. Accordingly, we request that you meet with us 
at yOUr earliest possible convenience to discuss why the Department has not been able to resolve 
~esc serious and costly problems. and to discuss a concrete plan with specific time frames to 
1mpJement GAO's recommendations. Waste and mismanagement in the Department redu~ the 
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much needed support ,our military needs to effectively carry out its mission. We look fotward to 
the discussion with the spirit of c9Qperation that will be needed to achieve lasting improvements. 

Sincerely, 

~&L. 
Darren E. Issa 
Ranking Member 
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ClCongress of tbe llniteb &tatts 
alaS!jington. 18( 205t0 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Penta;on 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Oates: 

January 30, 2009 

We write regarding the OMB Circular A· 76 review of iDstalJation ~functions 
under the Defense Logistics Agency Enterprise Support orpaization (DES). It is our 
understandin& that the Department of Defense's Competitive Sourcing Official is 
disinclined to approve a request by the Ddenso t.optics Agency (DLA) to undertake an 
internal re-engioeerlng effort as an alternative DlOII1I of ensuring workpu efficiency 
and cost savings. 

Upon reviewing the recent concerns raised by the General Accountability Office 
regarding the level of savings acllieved under OMB Circular A .. 76, and the informatiOn 
provided to our offices regarding DLA • s alternate approach, it appears the latter offers a 
viable alternative that would result in savings more quickly. 

Given OW' mutual interest in ensuring the DES mission ·is accomplished in an efficient 
and cost-eft'ective manner, we respectfully request the Department to give all due 
consideration to the· internal re-engiaeering etTort developed by.DLA. 

We look forward to your response. 

#-~ 
Q/~a:.~ 

Sincerely. 

ilUkJ{ 
~ ~·4··~· 
111J. p( tUC:-:/} 

~)1~ 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

February 3, 2009 

NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
c-,SuecxxoiMITI'IICN ~ 

W8.DLIFE AND O!:IEAH& 

SUIC:DMMim& ON IIIBUUII Al'iwiiS 

ARMED S&flVICES COMMniEE 
au.c-mt10>1 R._... 

SUBCOMMmEEONSIYoi'OWE" 
AND ExPI!IIImNMIVI'ollcu 

I write to respectfully request your assistance in supporting efforts that I am 
coordinating in the United States Congress to provide for greater infrastructure funding 
for Guam in the economic stimulus package. Funding in this legislation is important to 
improve critical water, wastewater, power, solid waste disposal and port infrastructw"e on 
Guam. 

A September 2008 Government Accountability Office (OAO) report entitled, 
"Opportunity to Improve the Timeliness of Future Overseas Planning Reports and 
Factors 41fecting the Master Planning Effort for the Military Brdldup on Guam" outlined 
the need for support of civilian inftastructure projects in order to facilitate and sustain the 
military build-up on Guam. Moreover, officials in the Department of Defense (DoD) on 
multiple occasions have indicated in testimony before Congress and public reports that 
civilian infrastructure on Guam needs improvement and that they will pursue 
opportunities to assist the Government of Guam in meeting these needs. If funding is not 
provided in the economic stimulus package that was requested by President Obama, the 
timefram.e for the military build-up will be compromised. The stimulus package is an 
opportunity to spur economic and job growth as well as ensure that the military build-up 
on Guam remains on schedule and is successfully executed. 

Currently, the House-passed version ofthe stimulus bill, H.R. 1, the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of2009, does not contain funding that would address 
Guam's most critical infrastructure needs. However, the Senate substitute amendment to 
H.R. 1 that is being debated on the Senate floor this week proposes funding in several 
accounts that oould address Guam's infrastructure needs. In particular, Title XII contains 
$5.5 billion in discretionary funding for the Secretary of Transportation to otfer grants for 
a variety of national swface transportation system needs, including but not limited to, 
port improvements. It also includes a mark of$62 million as a baseline for the Office of 
Insular Affairs in the Department of the Interior for Capital hnprovement Projects (CIP) 
grants to the territories and report language specifically cites the needs of the Guam 
military build-up as a reason for these funds. Both the House and Senate bills will need 
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to be reconciled in a conference committee. While $62 million is a good marlt, needs on 
Guam require substantially more funds in order for the military build-up to progress on 
time. We hope that you will agree with us that these funds are important, and that you 
will communicate your support for increasing the appropriation to Congressional leaders. 

In addition. as the DoD finalizes its plans for military construction in the 
President • s F'JSCal Year 2010 Budget, it is critical that civilian infrastructure on Guam is 
enhanced to facilitate the military build·up. I would request that you work closely with 
Senate and House leadership and conferees to impress upon them the importance of 
flexible funding to Guam that will support its immediate critical infrastructure needs. 

At this point in the process, I am appealing to you to honor your commitments as 
a partner in tbis mllitary build-up process for Guam. I ask YOll to work with us in 
achieving Chainnan Skelton's vision that what is good for the military must be good for 
Guam. Towards this end, I recognize that this is a critical moment for you and other 
DoD leaders to communicate directly to Senate and House appropriators in writing your 
support for appropriating funds to meet civilian and joint infrastructme needs of Guam 
through H.R. 1 and the forthcoming Fiscal Year 2010 appropriations process. 

If you have any questions regarding this matter please have your staff contact 
Matthew Herrmann, of my staff, at m.atthew.hemuann@mail.bouse.g:ov or at 202-225-
1188. 

EnclosUie: S. 336, American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, 
"'Assistance to Territories" provision and report ~guage 

oc: The Hon. Donald C. Winter, Secretary of the Navy . 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
Department ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
WrWdngton, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 

February S, 2009 

We write in supportofDr. Solomon Passy's nomination for the position ofSecretaJy 
General of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO}. We respectfully request that the 
United States lend its support to Dr. Passy during the diplomatic discussions to select 
NATO's next Secretary Oenera.1 as the current term of Secretary General Japp de Hoop 
Scheffer expires later this year. 

We are informed that Prime Minister Sergey Stanishev ofBulgaria proposed Dr. 
P~ as a candidate for the Secretaty General position during a meeting with President Bush 
on June 18, 2008. 

For nearly two decades. Dr. Passy bas demonstrated a clear vision and solid 
leadership in international relatiODSt particularly in regard to NATO. As a member of 
Bulgaria's parliament he authored legislation in 1990 to withdraw Bulgaria :from the Warsaw 
Pact and to join NATO and the European Union. That year. Dr. Passy also fotmded the 
Atlantic Club of Bulgaria, an NGO in Bulgaria to strongly support NATO membership. · 
Years later, Dr. Passy's vision was achieved when, while serving as Bulgaria's Foreign 
Minister, he negotiated and sigped the two accession treaties that made Bulgaria a full 
Member of NATO in 2004 and the EU in 200S. 

International circunlstances present a window of opportunity for advances in both 
intra-European and transatlantic relations. We believe that the selection of a Secretary · 
General from Bulgaria who is as superbly qualified as Dr. Passy, would strengthen ties 
between NATO and the United States as well as serve the important cause of continued 
European integration. 

Tbank you in advance for your kind consideration. 

PRJNTEO ON RECYClED PAPER 



HOUSE COMMfiTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

11t.6. Jlo~e of i\q)t~entatib~ 
laa4mgton. JM: 205\5-6035 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
l 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gatm: 

ONE HUNDRED TENTH CONGRESS 

February 11,2009 

The National SecuritY Personnel System (NSPS) o( the Department of Defense (DOD) 
made wholesale changes to the current federal employee system, resulting in widespread ·disU'ust · 
and discontent within the ranks of the hwuireds of thousands of dedicated DOD employees, both 
a,mong those who have been converted and those who have not yet been converted to NSPS. 

Recent reports from both the Government Accountability Office and the ·congressional 
Budget Office highlight concerns over the cost ofNSPS versus its benefits as weU as the iack: of 
transparency in the new system and the negative impact on employees. Questions also have 
arisen over the last minute issuance of regulations (in the final weeks of the Bush 
Administration) which go beyond the intent of Congress when it enacted revisions to NSPS in 
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008. 

During the campaign, President Obama indicated that be would consider either a repeal 
ofNSPS or its complete overhaul. Because it will take some time for a review and a 

. detennination of the best course of action to occur, we urge you to immediately halt the 
conversion of any additional employees to NSPS at any level or any location until the 
Administration and Congress can properly address the future of the Department•s personnel 
system. 

We request a prompt :response to tbis letter. 

IKE SKELTON 
Chairman 
House Armed Services Committee 

IS:cg 

Sincerely, 

Jl-;9l!£f 
Chairman 
Readiness Subcommittee 



(!Congress of tbe mniteb ~tate£) 
l!)ouse of 3.:\cprtSrntatibes 

~!aslunwton, Da: 20515 

The Honorable Donald C. Winter 
Secretary of the Navy 
J 000 Navy PentagCln 
Washington, D.C. 20350~ 1000 

Dear Secretary Winter: 

February 11, 2009 

We w:rite to expJ:ess our concern regarding the sisnificant cost overruns associated 
with the VH-71 Presidential Helicopter Repl;'l.cement Program. As you know1 the 
Depa11ment ofDefc::nse announced that the total acquisition cost is projected to increase 
from $6.5 billion.to S 11.2 billion, raising the cost per helicopter by 50 percent above the 
original estimate. We respectfully request detailed information on this recent Nunn­
McCurdy breach, including various options to modifY or re-open the contract for bidding, 
as mandated in the FY2009 Nati1maJ Defense Authorization Act (P.L. 110-417). 

\V~ are very supportive of the Defense Department's initiative to ensure that 
progrJ.I11S are held accountable to their proj~cted budgets and tirnelines. Secretary Gates 
specit1c;lily mentioned the VH-7 I as a ''big ticket"' item experiencing contract or program 
performance problelflS: Likev.:isc, President Obama.11ated that the program•s co~t 
represents, ·•a lot of money, ev~n for Washington,'' and promised to "take a close look at 
ir," identifying this program as emblematic "of some of the systematic problems we have 
in Pentagon procurement.'' 

As you know, Lockheed Martin :-vas awarded the contract v.~thout any experience 
building helicopt~rs, winning the contract over the incumbent contractor, Sikorsky. 
Sikorsky has manufactured Marine One since President Eisenhower first utilized 
hcliCOfller~ tor pr.:sidential tr~n.sport in the 1950s. The compi:ll1)' fulfilled these contracts 
'>vithoLit exceeding th~ pr~)jected budgl!t or failing to meet required timelines and 
milestones. Sikorsky is a tested and proven prime contractor for the Marine One fleet. 
In addition, Sikorsky maintains the most stringent security requirements for its Marine 
One aircraft and facilities, \\ith minimal reliance on foreign components and designs. 

We therefore respectfully request a thorough report, coupled \\ith a briefing, on 
the developm~nt plans for this program, including an analysis of the potential advantages 
of eith¢r re-opening the contnct for bidding or requiring split-production between 
Lockheed :Ytartin and the incumbent contractor. We believe that such an analysis of 
altern.:~ tin:! will pr,!"sem a clear opti...•n &x the Department of Defense to eventually 
d~vd..:·;:. r.·farin~ On.: 3ircraft ou time : .. nd l'on budget 

FEB-lS-2801 0:.=10 '36% P.02 
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We thank you in advance for keeping us apprised ofthe Navy's decision-maldng 
process and Jook forward to receiving a detajled report, as well as a briefing on the 
matter, as soon as possible. Like you, we believe t~at there are few more sensitive and · 
more important national security concerns than the safe transport of our nation's chief 
executive. \V1Jen thl! President travels on this aircraft, it becomes a critical information 
node, '"'"ith vital data coming in, and the most important d(!cisions being meted out. We 
hope that you will provide us with a workable plan for d~tivering the highest q1.1ality 
aircrnl'l with rhc highest securitr standards. Our President and our nation deserve no less. 

If }··ou have any questions regarding this or any other issue, please do not hesitate 
to contact us or our staff: Lindsay George of Senator Dodd's office at (202) 224-1730 or 
Dan Zeitlin of Representative De Lauro's office at (202) 225-3661. Thank you for your 
consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Unhed States Senator 

~~£:: 
C£0~1i({HY 
United States Representative 

Cc: The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secr.etary ofDt!fense 

The Honorable John Young 

~,._L~<t" 
ROSA L DeLAURO 
United States Representative 

~ . 

~co~ 
L" nited States Representative 

·\MES A. HIMES 
ited States Representative 

Undc:r Secretary ofDefer.se for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics 

l\.1r. Sean J. Stackley 
A~sistant Secretary ofthe Navy for Reseml;h. Developm~n1 & Acquisition 

FEB-15-.!:001 05:11 96% 

~()03 

P.03 



LINCOLN DAVIS 
4TH DISTRICT, TENNESSEE 

SENIOR WHIP 

COMMITTEES: 
APPROPRIATIONS 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON AGRICUL TUAE. 
AuFIAL 0e.VELOPMENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION, 

AND IIELATED AGENCIE$ 

SuBCOMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOPMENT 

ctongre~j of tbe ltniteb ~tate~ 
j!}ouse of i\tprt~tntattbes 
~ington, DC: 20515-4204 

February 12,2009 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

First, let me congratulate you on the continuation of your service under the new administration. I 
believe it to be a testament to your exceptional competence, common-sense approach, and devotion to 
protecting and preserving the United States of America. At a time when we face a variety of foreign and 
domestic challenges and threats, we are fortunate to have someone of your skill at the helm of the 
Department of Defense. 

I write today to respectfully request an update on implementation of funds already authorized 
under H.R. 2638, the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing Appropriations Act, 
2009, which was passed in the llOtb Congress. Specifically, Section 8116 appropriates funds for the use 
of special pay for members of the armed forces whose period of obligated service is extended, or whose 
eligibility for retirement is suspended, due to the President's authority to extend such service or suspend 
such retirement. This is commonly referred to as stop-loss authority and the increase is capped at five­
hundred dollars per month. Under H.R. 2638, no funds are to be allocated until the Secretary of Defense 
submits a provisional pJan for the distribution of such payments to the Committee on Appropriations. It 
has recently been called to my attention by a constituent that these funds have not yet been allocated to 
this group of soldiers. 

As you know better than most, our soldiers and their families are making enormous sacrifices as 
they continue to perfonn admirably. The toll of service is particularly difficult on the families of those 
whose servic:;e is extended. I feel that the modest increase in pay for this group of dedicated service men 
and women is just and equitable. Fully understanding the enormity of your responsibilities, I respectfully 
urge your attention to this matter. Thank you for any updates you may provide and for your commitment 
to this great nation. 

LD:TG 

410 C.-.oNoro House 0FFI(;f BUILD"'G 
WASHINGTON, CC 20515 

(202) 221Hi831 
FAX: 1202) 226--5172 

629 NoRTH MAIN STREET 
JAMESTOWN, TN 38566 

(931)879-2361 
FAX: 1931) 879-2389 

477 NORn< CHANCE"Y STREET 

SUITE A-1 
McMINNVILLE, TN 3711 o 

1!131) 473-7251 
FAX: (931) 473-7259 

www.house.govflincolndavis 

1064 NORTH GATEWAY AVENUE 
RocKWOOD, TN 37854 

(865) :364-3323 
fAX: 1865)354-3316 

1804 CARMACK BoULEVARD 
SUITE A 

COLut.IBOA, TN 38401 

(9311 490-1!69$ 
. FAX: 1931 I 491H1675 



(ongre•• of tbt ltntttb 6tatd 
IIUflmaton.K205t5 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Dr. Gates: 

Febmary 11, 2009 

We are writing to express our strong support for 1he E-20 Advanced Hawkeye 
program and request your oonsideration of a reprog:rammillg of fimds for Fiscal Year 
2009. We are aware of significant undesired consequences for the E-20 program as a 
result of the enacted funding levels for Fiscal Year 2009, and we urge your personal 
attention to this issue. 

As you know, the E-20 Advanced Hawkeye program continues to perform 
satisfactorily on both cost and schedule. Since enactment of the appropriations bill, an 
Operational Assessment has been completed and the program remains on track to xeceive 
Milestone C approval in Spring 2009. After reviewing the final appropriated levels for 
this program in Fiscal Year 2009, however, we are concerned that CUll'ellt funding will be 
inadequate to sustain this program in transition :from development to low rate production. 
We believe there are negative impacts to both the cost and delivery schedule of these 
aircraft. 

Therefore, we request that you reprogram ftmds in Fiscal Year 2009 to support the 
procurement of the third Low Rate Initial Production (LRIP) Lot I aircraft in Fiscal Year 
2009, and provide advance procurement for the third LotH aircraft in Fiscal Year 2010. 
Furthermore, we urge you to ensure that the Fiscal Year 2010 request includes 
procurement ftmding for all three LRIP Lot ll aircraft. 

We thank you for your consideration of this request, and we Iotik fOlWard to your 
strong support for prioritizing reprogramming of Fiscal Year 2009 funding for the E-2D 
program. 

sincerely, 



• 

-:/~~ TIM~~ 
Member of Congress 

cc: The Honorable Donald Winter, Secretary of the Navy 
ADM Gary Roughead, Chief ofNaval Operations 

~~,._~ 
. GAR: • ACKERMAN · 

Member of Congress 

d__~~ 
MICHAEL A. ARCURl 
Member of Congress 
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U:ongn~.\i.S nf t11e llniteb ~tattG 
m"s·trrugtnu. ila.I :!on:; 

The Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Secretary of Defense 
Depanment of Defense 
I 000 Defense PentqOn 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 23, 2009 

~002 

We at:e writinglO request that you pi'Oil'lptly and fully distribute authorized ccmpensation to members of 
our Armed Forces whose service bas been eXtended by the Department of Defense's stop loss policy. 

. . 
Over the past seven years. over 160,000 military personnel have had their scrtice-duty colltl8CtS 

extended due to stop loss orders. Today, there arc: over 12,000 soldiers in the active Anny, Army Reserve and 
Army National G.uard who remain on active duty beyond \heir scheduled scp8fatio.n date as a result of stop 1~. 
This policy especially impactS lhe National Guard and Reservists, many of whom have already been deployed 
much longer than they expected. This is why we introduced legislation in the II 0111 Congress to provide 
payments to service members for each month they are extended as a result of stop loss. 

On Sc:ptember 30, 200&, the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, and Cominuins Appropriations 
Ac:t, 2009 was signed inw·Jaw (P.L. 110.329). The bill provided that all military personnel that have had thc=ir 
service duty contracts involuntarily eKtended due to stop loss orders, during Fiscal Y car 2009 will receive ·. 

· compoll.SCtion. The bill a!so allocated Si2 million tbr the compensation, thus providing enoUGh to competU&Ie 
each soldier with the full SSOO amount. 

It has been nearly five months since the bill was signed into law and stop loss compensation paymeou 
have yet to be distributed. We urge you to wotk with die House and Senare Appropriations Defense 
Subccnwittees to develop a thorough and appropriate disbursement plan as quir;kly as possihlcto fulfill the 
Department's obligations under P.L. I 10-329. Our soldiers are heroically and bravely defending our country 
abroad., and they are awaiting the ml.lCh-deserved recognition and compen9ation for the unforeseen sacrifice so 
many have been aillcd on to perl'OJm. 

Thank you for your prompt att~tion and your consideration of this i111po11ant request. 

Sincerely, 

I '• '~• I! 'jN .. l, .,_ ,•, "'''" 



CAROL SHEA-PORTER 
FIRST DISTRICT, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

133Q LONGWORTH HOUSE 0•AGE 8UILCING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20616 

1202) 225--5456 
(2021225--5822 (FAX) 

33 LOWELL STREET 
MANCHEsnR, NH 03101 

(6031 641-9536 
(603) 641-9561 (FAl<) 

104 WASHIIIGTOII STREET 

Do"""· NH 03820 
(6031 743-4813 

(6031743-5956(fAl<) 

(:ongrtS'S' of tbt lfnittb ~tattS' 
~ou.ue of 1\tpre.sentatibt.S 

Dubington. Jl~ 20515 

February 17, 2009 

·The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

COMMITTEE_ ON ARMED SERVICES 
READINESS 

MIUTARY PERSONNEL 

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR 
WORKFORCE PROTE<:TION 

HEAL 1HY FAMILIES AND CoMMUNITIES 

COMMITIEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES 
INSUI.A~ AFFAIRS, OceANS AND WILDLIFE 

NATIONAL PARKS, FoRESTS ANO 
PUBLIC lANDS 

WMN.shea-porter.house.gov 

We are writing to express our concern about recent reports that the Department of 
Defense has awarded KBR a $35.4 million contract that includes major electrical projects 
and request that you review the contract awarii and report to us explaining why the 
contrad award was made to KBR, given its long record of deficient electrical work in 
Iraq. 

As you are aware, KBR has held a contract for building maintenance for U.S. military 
facilities in Iraq· since 2003. During this time, there have been numerous investigations 
into the dangers KBR's faulty electrical work is creating for our military personnel The 
Department of Defense Inspector General is currently investigating the electrocution 
deatbs of18 Americans (16 soldiers and 2 contractors) in K.BR-maintained facilities. 
KBR is under criminal investigation fur the electrocution deatbs of several U.S. soldiers 
in Iraq. The House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform conducted an in­
depth investigation into the problem of electrocutions in U.S. facilities in Iraq and the 
death of Staff Sgt. Ryan Maseth, 24, a decorated Green Beret electrocuted in his shower 
on January 2,: 2008. The Committee's investigation showed that KBR was alerted to the 
deficiencies in this and other cases, but failed to take corrective action. In 2008, the 
Defense Contract Management Agency (DCMA) issued a "Level III Corrective Action 
Request" to KBR, indicating that the contractor was in "serious non-compliance." This 
action request, the final warning before a contract is terminated, points to KBR's 
continuing failure to ensure electrical safety for our troops. With this history, it is not 
surprising that Capt. David J. Gfafl: commander of the DCMA's International Division, 
was quoted in an Associated .Press article, stating that "many within DOD have Io·st or are 
losing all remaining confidence in KBR's ability to successfully and repeatedly perform 
the required-electrical support services mission in I;raq.'~ 

Despite these serious, ongoing concerns, the Department of Defense has awarded KBR a 
new contract that includes the type of work that KBR failed to perform adequately for 
years. Threats to the safety and lives of soldiers or others because of known hazards and 
negligent performance of work are not acceptable. 



We would therefore appreciate a thorough review of the recent contract award to KBR. 
At the very least, when our soldiers put their lives on the line fur us in a war zone, we not 
only owe them the assurance that they will not be electrocuted in the shower on their 
return from a mission, but also that those who provide them with services put our 
soldiers' safety ahead of their profits. 

Thank you fur your consideration, and we look forward to your response. 

Sincerely, 

k1~ 
~.~.~ 





ctongres!t of tbt llnttell 6tatts 
ataJtimgton. ;~K 20.510 

The Honorable Roben Gates 

Seeretary of Defense 
1000 Def-e!i$e Pentagon 
w~ oc.w30l-1300 

Dear Secretazy Gates. 

We wri~ today concerning S~ion 256 of the FY 2009 Natioqal Defense Au~on 
Act (PL.ll0-417). As you know, tbis.section requireS the establishment of an ex~v.e 
a,gc,flt to oversee ])epartment ofDefense .(DOD) activities- related to.--printed ci:rcuitboard 
technologies. We would like to request that the DOD comply with the law and. provide a 
bri~f at your earliest .oonvenience. on·department planning and implementation of 
executiv-e agent requitementS. 

Spccificaiiy, we .aie iot~sted in learning about how the DOD plans to .go. through the· 
executive.agent selection process, as well.as where and- when its offiee 'will be 
established. What autbori~. -resotm:es and responsibilities in adilition t\1 what the 
legislation preSCribes will the executi¥e· agent have? How and when will the offi~ be 
funded and fUlly operational? By statute, designation was to have occurred by Jan 12. 
Why·W'a thal delayed? · 

It is OU.l' understanding·th.at·tlle N~onal Research Council's Board on Manufacturing. and 
Engineeting Design studied the ~ofOOD access-to le~yoail(i future generations of 
printed eireuit board teehnplogies. to suppQrl defense and other missions. the resulting· 
2005 report m.ade a:series -of re<:Otmn.en<U!:tions designed t9 ensure continued DOD access 
to printed circuit board tecbnology.and e:rudlle the. development.of new capabilities 
needed ,o.~rt em~ require.men;~. 

1n March 200.8,. a Principal Response team ~onvened by· the Navy and Defense Logi$ti~s 
Agency,IJJ14 c~ 9fm~l$ip ftom the 0~ ~fthe Secretary of Defense. tlte 
Natioaal Security Agency; the military services. and the Departments of State and 
Enewr; reportec.t to Collgmi~ that 'DOD concurs wi.th comments on all NRC 
tecommendations,' and identified c1lrrent.and potential actions-toaddress -each orte. 

Therefore, we be~e that it is criti~al that an executive agent .be estab).jshed quickly to 
monitor and protect issues relat«J to the U;S. printed cireuit board ittdustiy. Safeguarding 
the:tecbno.logy and manufac~g.capabilities of printed ci(euit boards will ·protect-our 
natiOnal interests today and in the futu.J:ci. We strongly urge you to ensure that this office 



have access-to-~ up funding in FV09 $0 that it can be fully _ope.ratio~ ~ soon as 
possible. 

We also ~e you t~ use the expertisealread,-y in place at Naval Surface Warfare 
Cente.r·~SWC), ·Crane Division when you designate the executive- agent for printed 
~uit'board tecfuujl()gies. As yeu ~w, NSWC Crane bas a long history of.sucoess in 
the: printed circuit board field. It is-one··o.f the .few facilities in the country that hu printed 
c~t board-engineering aud ~g e4J.Pabilities. Crane's state-of-the-art 
m-anufacturing ability is suJ)POtted by a superb mc~mioal·staffthat support$ advanced 
manl.lfacturing and emer,giitg teclmology development. Crane also serves as the DOD 
executor to- the- Emerging!Critieal ~teroonnection Technology (EICm program for the 
advancement of printed, c.irc-Wt board:teehnol()gy and proa:sses. 

We ha-ve long supported this project and urge- you to tap into this wealth of experience 
and know!~ a,s you ~~~the executive agent and.·develop this office. 

Please do not hesitate. to conta¢t Joo Davey of Senator Bayh 's staff (202·224-8726)7 Joe· 
O'Donnell of Senator 4lgar'$ staff (202-224-0898), or J~ D"Ercole of Congressman 
Ellsworth's staff (202-225.-4638) if you have any questions or concerns. 

Thank you .for _yQur cOntinued 5enice. We look forward to )'tlur .response. 

S.iilcerely, 

EvanBayh 

Uni~.S~-S~ 

Bracl Bllswoit;h 

U~.States ,........-. · tiv. . . . . . . . . ~'"'.t"''"sen1a .e 

Richard.Lugar 

United S.@tes ~'klr 



BOB FJLNER 
."I ST DIS'TlUC'l". CAUFORNrA •• 

lltANSPOit'l' A.110N ANO INFR!\Sl'RUC'l'URE 
COMMnTI!E CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 

HoUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

The Honorable Barack Obama 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

January 22, 2009 

242~~-t.~E, 
W "SIUN(,'TCH, DC 20515 I 

Tel.: ~202) 22..4...804S 
FAX: (202) 225-11073 

websile: 

I am writing regarding the Iraqi plans to shut down Camp Ashraf in Iraq's Diyala Province. The 
closing of this camp is a blatant violation of the rights of the residents of Ashraf. 

Many distinguished scholars oflnternational Hmnanitarian Law, United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees, Office of the United High Conunissioner for Hwnan Rights, 
International Committee of the Red Cross, Amnesty International, the European Parliament and 
the Parliamentary Assembly ofthe Council of Europe have time and again underscored that 
regardless of the status ofthe United States forces in Iriaq, the residents of Ashraf must continue 
to receive the protection of the US forces so long as they remain in Iraq. 

I respectfully urge intervention to ensure that the Multi-National Forces and Iraq continue to 
protect Camp Ashraf as they have done consistent with their obligations under international law. 

I appreciate your attention to this important matter. 

BF/srn 
2503721 

Member of Congress 

PAINTED ON RECYClED PAPER 



<ttnngre.G.a of tltt lltniteil ~fates 
lllasJJington, DC!t 20515 

Dr. Robert M. G$8 
Sec:relat}r .:p.e;_rense 
1000 Uefense.~en~ 
Washington. DC 201Ql4~00 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

~.12,2009 

We are acutely aware that the US Transportation Command and the US Air Force place a 
very high priority on recapitalizing the fleet of KC-135 Refueling Tankers. We agree with this 
priority. Unfortunately, as the Government Acoo\Dltability Office concluded last year, the 
previous source selection process for the KC-X Tanker was deeply flawcid. We write to you 
today to highlight several key points that we believe must guide a future source selection process 
if it is to be successful. 

First and· foremost. a future-competitive source: selection niust be fair to all parties while 
delivering the. best value solution for the warfigbter at a·reasonable cost f6r the taxpayer. ·In the 
previous souree selection, the-competition was not COildli\Cted" fairly .on several levels. 1he 
Department of Defense (DOD) must not-repeat past mistakes: . 

. > no· Il()t allow ·~oompCrltion ~t all cpstS" to diStort the KC-X solicitation and source 
selection process.· [n tlle months ~e'a4ing up to the rel,ease of the final Request for 
Proposals {RFP) for the previous KC-:X s6lici~h"'O~ ttie Air Force bel)l to the .. 
comp~nation of e~rilal pressure for "competition ai all costs, coupled with musai by 
one J)Otential offeror to competC unless the RFP was changed to its satisfaCtiOn. This led 
to last minute changes in key elements of the Combined Mating and Ranging Planning 
System. (CMARPS) evaluation tool for the sole purpose of quali~ one offeror's 
proposal. 

> Conduct the competition on a level playing field for all p&rties. ln the previous 
KC-X competition, the Northrop Grumman/EAOS team benefited from unfair advantages 
that derive from illegal government subsidies and waivers of regulations that apply to 
products produced in 1he United States. Specifically. the Unit~ States govenunent. a 
complaint pending before the World Trade Organization (WTO) stating that • A-330 
aircraft prochiced by EAD~/ Airl>Us benefi~ from $5 billion in ilJegal .government 
subsidie8. · Note that ~~n 8$~ of the· FY2009 National Defense AUthotiz,ation Ad 
requires DOD to conduet ·a f:eview of the ~m~ of subsidies· 9n the aerial refueling 
tanker competition upon completion ofthe piwcedings of the WTo.· The KC-X 
competition also ~,highlighted tlte-unequallreatinent that Ameri:ean producers face 
· when,competing with products from several aUied nations. Our American produoers 
must abide by many regulations (Beny Amendment, Buy America Act, Iirtemational · · 
Traffic in Alms Regulations; Foreign·Corrupt"Practices Act, arid ~ost accounting · · 

P!IINTEC ON fi!CYCLEC PAPER-
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standards) that add cost for domestic products but me waived for items produced in other 
countries. 

> Take into account full and accurate life-cycle costs for proposals. According to 
Defense Acquisition University studies, Operation and Support (O&S) costs constitute 
approximately 72 percent of total weapon system costs. It is imperative that these costs 
be a significant factor in source selection decisions. and that they be estimated properly. 
DOD made a serious error in the previous KC-X Tanker so~ selection analysis when it 
based estimates of Most ~bable Life-Cycle Cost (MPLCC) on a 25-year interval rather 
than the 40-year interval that was stipulated (and approved by the JROC) as the required 
service life of the aircraft. Furthermore, GAO recommended tbat a future source 
selection give greater attention to the impact of fuel costs in its life-cycle cost analysis. 
GAO concluded that "even a small increase in the amount of fuel that is burned per,hour 
by a particular aircraft -would have a dramatic impact on the overall fuel .costs." Well 
established commercial data shows that the Airbus A-330 aircraft consumes 24% more 
fuel per flight hour than does a Boeing 767 aircraft. This would ~tin very significant 
differe~es in operating costs. 

> Insist that proposals fully .comply with all key requirements of the solicitation. In 
the previous KC-X Tanker source selection evaluation, GAO concluded that in two 
instances the Air Force disregarded the fact that the Northrop GrummaniEADS proposal 
failed to comply with requirements of the solicitation. Specifically, GAO found that the 
Air For<:e uimproperly made award" when it ''wlreasonably determined that the 
awardee's refusal to agree to the specific solicitation requirement that it plan and support 
the agency to achieve organic depot-level maintenance... GAO also concluded that "the 
record does not demonstrate the reasonableness of the agency's determination that the 
awardee~s proposed aerial refueling tanker could refuel all current Air Force fixed .. wing 
tanker-compatible receiver aircraft in accordance with current Air Force procedures, as 
required by the solicitation." 

> Insist that source selection evaluation be accomplished in accordanee with the 
evaluation plan that is established for the solicitation. GAO found that the Air Force "did 
not assess the relative merits of the proposals in accordance with the evaluation criteria 
identified in the solicitation, which provided for a relative order of importance for the 
various technical requirements, and where the agency did not take into liccount the fact 
that one of the proposals offered to satisfy more "trade space•• technical requirements 
than the other proposal. even though the solicitation expressly requested offerors to 
satisfy as many of these technical requirements as possible." Furthennore, GAO 
concluded that the Air Force ~iolated the solicitation's evaluation provmon that "no 
consideration will be provided for exceeding [key performance parameter] KPP 
objectives" when it recognized as a key discriminator the fact that the awardee proposed 
to exceed a KPP objective relating to aerial refueling to a creater depe than the 
protester." 

> Carefully comider ruitionaJ security impac1S and industrial base impacts. Given 
the crucial role that air refueling plays in providing global reach for our military, DOD 
must carefully weigh the importance of preserving domestic design knowledge and 
production expertise. Furthermore, industrial base impacts must be assessed given the 
fragile economic conditions. and weak domestic employment environment. Federal code 



(10 U.S.C. 2440) requires evaluation of technology and industrial base impacts in 
conjunction with major defense acquisitions. 

We also think that it is impol,iant to the successful progress of the KC-X Tanker 
acquisition that DOD commence discussions with the potential offerors. Our understanding is 
that for the last several months DOD has resisted discussions that would help the government 
and industry e~change information, ideas and perspectives. If 1bis program is to move forward 
and yield a positive outcome, we recommend that DOD engage with industry. 

Finally, we urge you to take the necessary time to allow the new Adminis:tra1ion team to 
thoroughly consider the framework for the next source selection process. As much as the Air 
Force needs to begin recapitalizing the KC-13S fleet, we think it is essential that the solicitation 
requirements and acquisition strategy have the input and support of the new DOD leadership 
team that will be responsible for conducting the source selection and getting the program under 
way. 

Thank you for your attention. 

Sincerely, 

flr~VJ.!:.J... 
NORM DICKS 
Member of Congress 

TODDTIAHRT 
Member of Congress 



Cl.otqlress nf tlfe 1lniteb atates 
BuiJiqblu. IC 211515 

The Honorable Robert Oates 
Secretary of Defense 
3E880 The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Oates and Direcror Blair: . 

The Honorable Dennis C. Blair 
Diiector of National Intelligence 
Office of the Director ofNational Intelligence 
Washington, DC 20511 

. . 
. Weare writing to urge you to susjlend·implemett't8tiod1oftbe·~• Qiw&m lntefiigence ··-··----~-------··-
Personnel System (DCIPS) and include this program in the Administration's review of the 
National Security Personnel System (NSPS). 

· We have consistently expressed concerns about the implementation ofpay-for~performance 
systems. which would impose wholesale changes to the current federal employee system. We 
are deeply concerned that these systems undermine collaboration, lack transparency, do not 
ensure fairness, and may have an adverse impact on miDorities. The implementation of these 
systems bas caused widespread distrust and anxiety across the federal government and, in 
particular, among Intelligence Community employees. We note with some alarm that human 
resources personnel and supervisors in converting units have not received adequate training for 
conversions planned within the next six months. 

During the campaign, President Obama indicated that he would consider either a repeal or 
complete overhaul of pay-for-performance systems in 1he Department of Defense (DOD), and 
this week, DOD and the Office of Personnel Management (OPM) announced that it would 
suspend further implementation ofNSPS, pending review of this system. This review may take 
some time, and UQtil it is complete, the implementation of such pay-for-performance systems like 
DCIPS would be premature. 

We hope that you would suspend implementation ofDCIPS until the Administration and 
~ can properly address the future of the intelligence community's personnel systems. 

We~ a pro[npt response to tiUs letter. 

~?,-
. Chaiunan 
· House Pennanent Select Committee 

on Intelligence 

Sincerely, 

e Skelton 
Chairman 

·House Armed Services Conunittee 

.1111 



1!1dtrd t'tatU ~matt 
WASHINGTQN, DC:IQ51Q 

Deat~-Oams.· 

As you know, laSt year's ~panmeitt of'Detense'Appropriatioas-Act provided pa1'dal 
funding for tbc third 000·1000 t1td din:~ lhe Navy tQ. bUdget. fur the mnainq ftmdlnJ 
requirement in 'FYlO: C.onps expect1 die .Navy to.lll:lhcre to -this direction; tlletefore, we write 
to urge your suppon foi full tUndiftg of·tbc '000·1 000 propam in~ FYlO Prosidont's budget, 
ind ~that you eqntinue a thorougb arid~ nmew and.MI\ialion ofthe ~4\'Y.Js 
proposal-to~ tbt Ot"Xl·-IOOQ prognun ad mtan DOO·Sl Pf'Od:licti'on. 

We._. very coneemed @outibc.Navys:lona--tonn shipl;loiklinJ pian. Despite 
several months ofCongrmion~l-.1 Oopamnent.of Det'ense tequosts· tor ~--lysis, lhe. 
Navy-has y«to.ptQvidentl'ieicM ~tiM lft·supportoflhe· propasa~ to. trUncate the DrJG. 
t 000 pto&raJh ·and restart 000~.51 producticm. ·we comilue &o awailaa in-depth eonapiltltfw: 
anal)'sis oftht DOO-Si and 0:00-lOOO. Tfie'Navy•s faiiQre to provkte.~:a dettllilod COSt 
analysil strongly ·;mpeica a lack of suppartjng doeument$ion l'¥f '1M Navy' s.posritjon ·and 
undormbws owconfidlm(;tintbe metitsof.lhcNavy'sp!an totnmeatcthe DDG-tOOO prognm. 
Conpss must hm: dris tntbrmatioo before acqwescing.to a~ of this. magnitude. 

S~-the 000..:1~00 PC'OII'ant-wtU enable the N~\'y:w kvenip SH billiOn •. 
~IMtied reMvdr an4 ~ lundbtg.. The ship ~been desip.cd with sipitlanl 
.,owth-marjins meludkt& power, coolift& space. and '\Wtpt to enable~ npit.t ~"to . 
meet evolvini threats in the existins bull. We belie~ve that c:ontml*l f)rOdl.tcticm .t detwe.cy·(lf 
000-1000 clasJ~ d~ is es~l to the km&-k'J'ill· :subUity of our sbipbulldmg 'Pf-opam ~­
the timely delivery t>f needed capabilities ~ the Navy. 

Witti ~wpcd and -~iation. and thank )'Oll for t:ODJideiii'la mla request 

Sinemly, 

~M.K~ . 

•' ·. 'l.·· 
' . 
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Ql:ongrt~u of tbt ltnfttb &>tatt1l 
~oust of 1\tprtJentatibtS 
Ullubtngton, 1Bte 20515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

March 18, 2009 

We urge you to cancel the OMB Circular A-76 privatization review of public works at the United 
States Army Garrison, West Point 

The A-76 program was shut down· by Congress in the Omnibus Appropriations Act that the 
president signed into law earlier this ~onth becal1Se of longstanding concerns. Two Government 
Accountability Office (GAO) reports issued· last yeat detail how poor guidance from the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) had resulted in systematically overstated savings and understated 
costs as well as a disproportionately adverse impact on older, female and African-American civil 
servants. As GAO noted, even after eight years, A-76 proponents are still·unable to ''reliably assess 
whether competitive sourcing truly provides the best deal for the taxpayer.'' 

Moreover, the A-76 program raises concerns about compliance with the law. The Defense 
Appropriations bill for fiscal year 2009 limits multifunction OMB Circular A-76 privatization 
reviews, like the one of public works at West Point, to no longer than 30 months. The West Point 
A-76 privatization review was formally announced in September 2006, 30 months ago. However, 
an A-76 privatization review starts not at formal announcement-- but when preliminary planning 
begins, when money is first spent on hiring consultants and reassigning civil servants from their 
usual jobs. Indeed, this preliminary planning is actually required by the OMB Circular A-76. We 
understand that preliminary planning for the West Point public works privatization review actually 
began over seven years ago in 2002 and included at least five full-time civil servants. 

We are also concerned about compliance with the provision in the fiscal year 2008 Defense 
Authorization bill, which forbids the Department of Defense from carrying out competitive 
sourcing-related direction from OMB. Less than two months after enactment, West Point tried to 
utilize the prohibition by petitioning the Army for relief from carrying out the public works 
privatization review. In its March 19, 2008letter, the installation discussed a detailed plan for · · 
internal reengineering of its public works functions that would be ·"less di~ruptive" than the A· 76 
privatization review, but yet "yield efficiency·and real savings," and thus be "a win-win for West 
Point and the West Pointcommunity." Nevertheless, this· petition was rejected. Even OMB during 

PRINTED Otl ~VCLEO PAPEFI 



the previous administration acknowledged that the A-76 process should not be considered the 
exclusive process for generating efficiencies when officials in July 2008 renamed competitive 
sourcing, calling it "commercial management," and emphasized bus~ess process reengineering 
instead of contracting out. 

This privatization review is already well past the 30 month limitation imposed in law, which means 
that the actual costs likely exceed any savings. In addition, West Point is prepared to achieve a 
satisfactory resolution that benefits taxpayers and the West Point community. We in Congress 
have already recognized the failure ofOMB Circular A-76 privatization reviews by eliminating 
them. Today, we strongly urge you to cancel the West Point public works OMB Circular A-76 
privatization review. 

~(l~ 
MAURICE u§~ a--

ember of Congress 

Sincerely. 
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JOINT Eet»>IO4lC COMMtT'11:e 

Pmident Barack Obama 
Tbe Whi1e Hou. 
Washiftataa, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Pmideat: 

We have DOted with some ccmcem your IDDOUDCCIIleDUbat mldditioDaJ17,000 US troops 
would be sent to Af'gbaaistiD. As tbe soaJs of our sevm year military iavolvemeat JaDiin . 
troubliDalY unclear, we wae you to leCODiider IUCh a mi1itlly escaJa1ioD. 

Iltbe intat is to leave behiJJd a stlble Afahanistaa capable of paaiDg itsel( this military 
csc.lati.OAma, wll be countapocluctiw. A r:aent study by the C8megie J!Dclowmelll bas 
coucluded that "'the oaly mDIIDiDafial way to hilt the .iDsua'gacTs momeatum. is to start 
witbdrawiJla tloopl.. The paeace of foreip. troop1 is tbl most impoltaDt •l.emtmt dri'fiDI tbc 
resaraaacc of the TalibaD. • 

The 20011WboziDdioa to uie militlry fOra: in Afpnfsran allowed miJJCary actiOn "to prcveDt 
any ftdure acts ofi:allimadoaal tmorism apiast tbc Uaited Statet." Coatimdlta to filb.t a 
oounteriasulpoey Wlr iD Aflbaistau does DOt appear to us to be in bepiDa with t1sese 
directives and 1111 esoala1ioa may actuiJly harm US security. 

In a tape releued.m 2004. Osama biD Lldm stated that a1 QMda's goal wu ro "bleed .•. Am.ica 
10 the poiDt of~ iD AfgheniiJbm. He eozdiaued, "AJI that we have to do is to semi two 
mujahedeas to.tba tbrtbell poiDt eut to nise a piece ofclotb 011 which is wrinaa al Qaedl, in 
order to make &cmera1s race there to cause America to suffer Jmman, economic md political 
lossn without their achieviua 8D}'tbiq of DOte .... " We would do well to pay attention to these 
threats and to avoid fa1liDg into any such np through escalatiDD of our military prescm:e iD · 
AfghauistaD. . 

We are also coacemed tbaZ any pmcived mi1it.ary S1WCC!S in~ migbt create pn:aure 
to increase militaty activity in Pakistan, This could very wen lead to daaprous destabilizatioD ill 
tlm region and would iDmue hosrifuy toward tbc United Stares. 

1 



... _._, -.... -
... J. .. ... 

IH,r _nu .. _r IIUL 
10126 P.003/003 

Mr. Pmident, iD reviawins qse put history of'~ &ad the IYiti.ou that have failed to· 
coaquer it-Russia sp=t nina yem in .l\flhaaistiD IDCllolt many billioat of dollars lad JDOle 
tbla 15,000 1t.usUG soldiers- we mp yoq, to liCOD.Iid« rl» dec:lsioA to sal anldditioaal 
17,000 troops~ to resist p.reuuze to aca1att eYml fbrthc:l'. 

. . 



JOHN M. MoHUGH,Io¥f!N YOAI< IKE S«ELTON, MISSOURI. CHAIRMAN 
JOHN SPRATI. SOUTH CAROLINA 
SOlOMON P. ORnZ. lEXAS 
GI'Ne TAYlOR. MISSISSIPPI 

ROSCOE G. BARTLETT, MARYlAND 
HOWARD P. 'BUCK" McKEON, CAUFOANIA. 
MAC lHORNBERRV, TEXAS 

~ll ABERCROMBIE, HAWAII 
SIL-ya;TJII!. ,.!YES, TEXAS 
VIC SNYDER, ARKANSAS 

WALTER B. JONES, NORTH CAROI.II'IA 
W. TODD AKIN. MISSDUIII 
J.IIANDYFORBES. VIRGINIA 
JEFF MILlER. FLORin>\ 
JOE WLSON, SOUTH Ct.RDLINA 
F1W11< A LoBIONOO. NEW JERSEY 
ROB SISHQP, UTAH 
MDIAiil. TURNER. CI-llO 
JOHN KLINE, MINNESOTA 
I\IIKE ROGERS. ALASWA 
TRENT FRANKS, ARf20NA 

ADAM SMITH. WASHINGTON 
LOIIETIA SANCME2, CALIFORNIA 
MIICE MoiNlVIIE, NORTH CAAOUNA 
ELLEN 0. T AUSCHEA, CALIFOflNIA 
ROBERT A. BRADV, PENNSYLVANIA 
ROIIERT ANOAEWS, NEW JERSEY 
SUSAN A. DAVIS. CAUFOIINIA 
JAMES R. I.ANGEVI\I, RHODE ISlAND 
RICK LARSEN. WASHINGTON 
JIM COOI'EA, TENNESSEE 
JIM MARSHALL, GEORGIA 
MAOI'LEINE Z BOADALLO. GUAM 
BRAD EUSWQFITH, INDIANA 
PATRICK J. MURPHY, PENNSYLVANIA 
HANK JOHNSON, GEORGIA 

HOUSE COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVJCES 

&.~. -ouse of ~.epr.esentattb.es 
mtas1)ington. JJqc 20515-6035 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 
BLLSIUSTER. PENNSYLVANIA 
CATMYM<I\IORRIS ROOGERS, WASHNGTON 
K.MCHAELCONAWAV, mcAS 

CAROl SHEA-PORTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
JOE COURTNEY. CONNECTICUT 
DAVID LOEBSACK, IOWA 
JOE SEST AI<, PENNSYl VAAIA 
GABRIELLE GIFFORDS, ARIZONA 
NIKI TSONGAS, MASSAOIUSETTS 
GLENN NYE. VIRGINIA 
CHELU£ PINGREE. MAINE 
LAFIRV KISSCLL.. NORTH CAFIOUNA 
MARTVII HEINRICH, NEW MEXICO 
FRANK M. KAA TOUIL. .HI. MAIIYLAND 
ERIC J.J. MASSA, NEW YORK 
BOB&V BRIGHT, ALABAMA 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

DOUG LAMBORN. COl.OIWlO 
ROB WITTMAN, VIRGINIA 
MARY FALUN, OKI.AHaoiA 
DUNCAN lll.llmR, CALIFORNIA 
.x>HN C. FLEMING, LOUSIANA 
MIKE COFfMAN. COLORADO 
THOMAS J. ROONEY, FLORIDA 

ERIN C. CONAlON, STAFF DIRECTOR 

March 26, 2009 

Since the Eisenhower Administration, it has been the policy of the gpvernment that it 
should not compete with its citizens. That policy is outlined in the Office of Management and 
Budget Circular A-76, which governs all public-private competitions to potentially outsource 
work to the private sector. Originally, the A-76 process was intended to be used as a tool to 
detennine the most competitive and efficient source for performing "commercial" work- either 
in the public or private sector. However, it became almost a mandate in recent years for pushing 
more and more work into the private sector, even work that is closely associated with inherently 
governmental functions, in order to meet arbitrary competition goals. 

The House Anned Services Conunittee has taken several steps to mitigate the Widue 
burdens on the Department of Defense. In response to a congressional mandate, the Deparbnent 
ofDefense Inspector General reviewed the military services' A-76 program~. :In its interim 
report (April 22, 2008) the DOD Inspector General noted that: 

• The Army is undergoing many efforts that impact competitive sourcing 
planning, such as Base Realignment and closure, growing the Army, and the 
war. 

• The Air Force feels ''pressure in the budget to conduct" privatization studies. 
These findings were reaffirmed in the final report of December 15, 2008. 

Furthel'll)ore, The Fiscal Year 2009 Omnibus Appropriations Act includes a one year 
government-wide moratorium (section 737) on beginning or announcing any A-76 studies. 

Many ofthe Department's A-76 studies have dragged on far beyond the time limits 
authorized in the 2003 revised Circular A-76, as well as those imposed by s1atute. This creates 
an unfair strain on the federal employees whose jobs are being competed, as well as the 
contractors who have submitted bids for the work. In many cases, an individual service has 
requested a cancellation - either because the installation is seeking an a1temati.Jve approach or 
because the original study was not appropriate- only to be denied by the Department. ---



Secretary Gates 
March 26, 2009 
Page2 

We are aware that the Deputy Undersecretary of Defense (Installations and Environment) 
in a letter to many members of Congress, reaffirmed the competitive sourcing policy that was set 
in place by the 2001 President's Management Agenda; this is the same official who advocated so 
strongly for competitive sourcing within the Department during the Bush Administration. 

In light of the President's memo (dated March 4, 2009), as well as coneems raised by the 
military services, we urge you to immediately halt any pending A-76 studies as well as the 
initiation or announcement of any A-76 study, and to rescind the 2008 competitive sourcing 
policy memo. This will allow the Administration and Congress time to conduct a comprehensive 
review of the Deparbnent's A-76 program and to determine the best course for moving forward 
with a sound competitive sourcing policy. 

We request a prompt response to this letter. 

Sincerely, 

' 

House Armed Services Committee 

IS: cg 

~~~~ 
SOWMON P. ORTIZ 
Chai~an 
Readiness Subcommittee 

I , 



(on~tess of tbe llniteb •tates 
l)oust of 1\tprtstntatillel 

Rla.lbington, )D€ 20515 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

March 23, 2009 

We are greatly concerned by reports that the Airborne Laser (ABL) program is facing 
severe budget cuts or even termination in the Fiscal Year 2010 Budget proposal. The 
ABL is America's premier directed energy effort and represents not only a tremendous 
potential for our nation's warfighters, but also for maintaining America's technological 
edge. It is critical to the future of our national security capabilities. For these reasonst 
we urgently request the ABL remain a robustly funded program. 

According to the Missile Defense Agency, the ABL provides a unique capability "to 
detect, track, target, and destroy ballistic missiles shortly after launch during the boost­
phase. Its revolutionary use of directed energy makes it unique among the United States • 
airborne weapon systems, with a potential to attack multiple targets at the speed of light 
with a range of hundreds of kilometers. " 

Our military warfighters agree that the ABL is essential for addressing many of the 
challenges facing our nation. General B. B. Bell, the former Commander of the United 
States Forces Korea. wrote in 2007. " .. .from a watftghter's perspective. the ABL will be 
an important ingredient in our much needed and required layered missile defense 
capability for the Korean Peninsula. " This is a legitimate capability our nation needs. 

As you know, the Airborne Laser began during the Clinton administration in the face of 
an in~ing ballistic missile threat. Since that time, the proliferation of ballistic 
missiles has only grown. Today, outside ofRussia. China and our Western allies, there 
are 3,000 ballistic missiles around the world. That number is continuing to grow every 
year. As threats proliferate around the globe, the relevance and importance of the ABL as 
the nation's only fully designed boost-phase missile defense system will continue to 
increase. 



The ABL is performing well and is scheduled to shoot down a· boosting ballistic missile 
by the end of the year. Should the ABL be severely under-funded or canceled, the 
promise of speed-of-light and extreme precision in the hands of the warfighter will 
disappear, as will the fragile industrial base that supports it. In short, we will have 
wasted the resources that have been well invested since the Clinton administration. 

Again, we respectfully .request your support for the Airborne Laser program. 

. NormDicks 
Member of Congress 

v. cJI'~ 
Todd Akin 

Member of Congress 

Sincerely, 

~~In'~ 
Kevin McCarthy 

Member of Congress 

Todd Tiahrt 
Member of Congress 

~-h emnc 
Member of Congress 

Member of Congress 



Congress of tt,e lltniteb •tates 
Jlaslfill!liDU, ilC!t 2D515 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

March 25, 2009 

In deciding how to allocate the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act's funding, please give 
consideration to the research conducted by Bell BioEnergy, Inc of Tifton, Georgia, which is 
studying how to use bioengineered bacteria to convert biomass to biofuels. 

Bell BioEnergy is producing renewable, domestically-produced, high-quality transportation 
fuels. The process it has developed will enhance America's independence from foreign oil in an 
environmentally sound manner through the successful conversion of non-food biomass to 
biofuels. Such efforts will also result in the creation of a significant number of new, green jobs. 

Bell BioEnergy is presently conducting research through pilot projects conducted in 
collaboration with the Department ofDefense (DOD) and the Defense. Energy Support Center 
(DESC) at seven military installations around the nation. The projects are located at Fort 
Benning, Fort Stewart, Fort Bragg, Fort Lewis, Fort Drwn, Fort A.P. Hill, and the DESC facility 
at San Pedro, California. At each site, Bell BioEnergy is working to: 

1) Perfect the waste biomass to hydrocarbon fuels process; 

2) Further refine the unique bacteria used in the processi 
a 

3) Produce sufficient amounts of usable hydrocarbon fuels (natural gas, gasoline, diesel 
and jet) for laboratory testing; 

.. 
4) Test and certify the fuels generated by the process as a "drop in fuel" that is fit for its 
intended purpose; and 

5) Gather the engineering and scientific data necessary to design full scale production 
facilities. 

Bell BioEnergy is seeking additional funding to complete these pilot projects. The funds would 
be used to I) complete construction of tile seven pilot pr.ojects, 2) perform university-level 
research to determine the most viable bacteria for converting biomass to hydrocarbon fuels, and 
3) construct the first research laboratory dedicated to the segregation and propagation of the 
bacteria required to convert non-food waste biomass to bio:fuels. 

PRlNTED DI)I_RECVCLED PAPE!I IIIII 
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Re: Bell BioEnergy Funding 
March 25, 2009 

It is estimated that each test facility will employ five technicians. The research laboratory would 
employ 25 to 50 scientists and technicians, with secondary employment of up to 400 people. 
These efforts would support the underlying goals of the American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act, which is to create jobs and help transition our economy toward clean, renewable energy. 

We thank yo\1 for your consideration of our request. 

Sincerely, 

~aD~a:e-k Westmoreland 
ember of Congress 

Member of Congress 



~ongress of tbt Wnittb i>tatts 
Rllat:,ington, Jlfl: 20515 

March 9, 2009 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1 0000 

·oear Secretary Gates and Admiral Mullen: 

Admiral Michael Mullen 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
9999 Joint Staff Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20318-9999 

We understand that the Air Force will be deciding soon where to base the new Global Strike 
Command headquarters, and we know that you have been monitoring the decision process since 
it began last fall. As part of our effort to infonn senior defense leaders, it is our pleasure to 
provide you with this copy of"Why Minot," a comprehensive description ofhow Minot, North 
Dakota, meets or exceeds all Air Force Global Strike Command headquarters basing criteria. 
We have also sent this material to Secretary Donley, General Schwartz and General Corley. 

"Why Minot" showcases the full array ofbenefits that the base and the city have to offer. We 
want to stress in particular how Minot is the only location that offers the ability to bring direct 
oversight to every aspect of the operational nuclear mission. Minot possesses the complete range 
of Air Force operational nuclear expertise.- a nuclear bomber wing, an ICBM wing, and a 
nuclear weapons storage area. A major lesson ofthe past two years is that the Air Force must 
increase command supervision at the operational level. Standing up a new major command 
without doing so would be a major missed opportunity. 

We also want to stress the incredible support the community of Minot offers the Air Force. 
Strong support by the community will pay dividends for the Air Force by helping to ease issues 
like the environmental assessment process and base expansion. When combined with our 
delegation's commitment to assisting the Air Force in its mission to restore confidence in nuclear 
surety and regain its reputation as the world's best nuclear steward, this support is unparalleled. 

After reviewing "Why Minot;" we believe you too will agree that Minot is indeed the best 
location for Global Strike Command! Thank: you as always for your service. 

~U Sincerely, 

lENTCONRAD ~~!·A~""~ 
U.S. Senate U.S. Senate 

IIIII I 1111 
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HOUSE COMMI'ITEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
Ut • .&. Jlou.«e of •epre~ttttatibes 

Wa1lfngtOnt M 20515-6035 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defrme Pentagon 
Washinaton. De 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

ONE HUNOIIeO TSCTH C:c»llfiESS 

April 3, 2009 

Given the Department's experience with the initial P·l S and F-16 engine program beginning 
. in the late 1970s, early on in the Joint Striko Figbler (JSf) program, bagiming in 1996, Congress 

directed· that an alternate engine be included within tbe JSF program. 

The Department supported imd budgeted for the aUernate ensine program wilhin the JSF 
program through fiscal year 2006. Because of internal budget pressures due to cost ovemms within 
other elements ofJSF, the Department did not and bas not subsequently included tbe alternate engine 
in the annual JSF budget request after fiscal year 2006. 

However, in fiscal years 2007-2009, Congress addcci funding to continue the alternate 
engine. And the Department bas obligated all of the alternate engine fUnding provided by Co~ 
until this year. 

Given the likely future oxpcnditure of over S 1 00 billion in procurement and sustainment 
fimding for JSF engines over the life of the JSF program, Congress ~tinues to believe that 
competition wiU provide a net benefit over a single-source proc11rement and sustJtinment model. 
Studies done in 2007 by GAO and the IDstitutc for Defense Analyses also support the competitive 
nwdel as being a net benefit to theJSF program. 

· In a bearing on this issue before our Subcommittee on March 11. 2008, Umtetsecretary 
Young made the following statemeat concerning the execution of funds for tho continued · 
dovclopmmt and pnx:urement of an alternate JSF engine: '1fCongress authorizes and appropriate~ 
ftmds in fiscal year 2009, wo will continue to execute the second soU~W. •. the law TCqllires us to 
obligate and expend 1\mds. ami wt:: will certainly Obey the law."' Y~ tho D~artOlODt's Comptroller, 
Robert Hale, i!s now withholding $35 miiHon in adviUWe procurement funding for the alternate 



., 

engine that needs to be roleased in the April~May period to awid impacting the aHemate engine 
sdleclule. 

. Section 213 of the fiscal year 2008 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) lltates that 
"tho Secrotary of Defense shall ClliU1"C the obligatioa and expenditure in etCh suoh fiscal year of 
sufficient annual amounts for the continued development and procurement of two ·options for the 
propulsion system for the Joint Strike fighter in order to ensure the development and competitive 
procurement fOI' the propulsion system for the Joint Stn).c Fighter.'' Some inside the ~t 
ba\l'e contended that funds cannot be obligated because theto i& 110 proc:urerneat for allemate ename 
prosram progranuneci for fiscal year 2010. Continuing to withhold tbndill8 that was authorized and 
appropriated for altemate engine advanco procurement is urdustified. Sectioa 213 of the fiscal year 
2008 NDAA requires obligation and expenditu.re of alternate ensi.ne t\mds. And the Deparlment•s 
obliption ot f\mc1s for F-22 advance proe01e.ncnt, belies any contention that obligation of funds 
expressly authorized by con·gress is inappropriate based on what may, or may not, ~ in the fiscal 
201~ budget request. · 

Commitmeats made to Congress by the Undersecretary for Acquisition, Teclmology and 
Logisties should not be allowed to be subsequently reversed by another Undersecretary. 
Furthermore. we request that you direct the release or the $35 million in advance procurement 
funding for Ute alternate engine. 

Neil Abercrombie 
Chainnan, 
Air and Land Forces 

Subcornmittec 

R: oe Bartlett 
Ranking Member. 
Air and Land Forces 

Subcommittee. 
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E. BENJAMIN NELSON 
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SEN. BEN NELSON 
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The Honorable Robert Gates, Secretary 
U.S. J)epartment of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington,DC 20301·1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

April 3, 2009 

laJ 002 
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On April2, 2009, the U.S. Air Foree announced that it had chosen Barksdale Air Force Base in Louisiana as the 
location of the new Global Strike Command to oversee the Air Force's nuclear operations •. In press reports 
announcing this decision, 'l Was greatly ooncemed to see allegations by a member oftbe Nebraska Congressional 
delegation that military commanders have asserted that politics play a role in the decision of the location of 
major new commands. 

Yet the Omaha World-Herald reported on April3, 2009. that "Rep. Lee Teay said that while mili.tary 
... ~g_11UDalldets ~taiJJ.~Iic.QtthalpcJjtios...an::JIQtinyo)Hd.millCh_deeisions, tbGJ oonoede.inpfivate.dlat ~ .... , -. •. -~- • -

politics do play a role. Terry said those politics occur primarily at the Senato level." This is a very serious· 
allega_tion which I believe merits :a:ious consideration and a response by the U.S. Department of Defense 
(DoD}. I am greatly concerned by any accusation that DoD chose Barksdale Air Force Base as the locati~ of 
tho Global Strike Command based on political coDSiderations, particularly those in the Senate, rather than an . 
objective evaluation of the qualifications of the bases. Such allegations, if left unaddressed, seriously undermine 
the credibility and integrity of our anned services and the men and women who serve to keep our nation secure. 

I ask you to immediately investigate and Il!port on the allegations by Congressman Terry as reported in the 
Omaha World"He.rald that military commanders are basing their decisions on politics, in part in or in whole, 
rather than the interests of DoD and the security of our nation. 

Since Congressman Teny provided no specifics to back up his allegations, some could choose to discount them 
as baseless. However, since Offutt Air Force Base scored highest overall of all the bases under consideration in 
the criteria used, and rated the highest or tied for. the highest in all six individual subcategories, it is difficult to 
explain why Offutt was not selected and to argue that politics was not the basis for this decision. 

The longer such an allegation goes unaddressed, the greater the appearance of plausibility becOJnes. Therefore, 
I am requesting an immediate and thorough· investigation of this matter and look forward to yollf response. 

EBN:ceg 

cc: The Honcrable Barack Ohama 
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C!tnUDrtss of tlyt lllnittb •tates 
11aalfington, I Cit aD515 

The Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washingt()n, DC 20301 

March 30, 2009 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

We ~ concerned that veterans who served in Iraq and Afghanistan may be ill, and some may 
have actually died. as a result of exposure to dingerous toxins produced by bmn pits used to 
destroy waste. The-Military Times reports that scores of returning veterans who were exposed to 
bum pits display similar symptoms: chronic bronchitis, asthma, sleep apnea. chronic coughs, and 
allergy-like symptoms. Several also have cited heart problems, lymphoma. and leukemia. We 
write to request that you direct relevant DoD personnel to fully comply with the VA's requests 
for information needed to study the impact of the~ potential environmental exposures. 

Our experience with tn:ating illne88e8 caused by Agent Orange and Gulf War lllness taught us 
that we must be vigilant in monitoring ftlld treating our veterans long aftel1hey have retumed 
from the battlefJekl. Although the J;>epartment of Defense currently maintains that there are DO 

health dangers to troops from exposure to burn pits, we believe it is premature to dismiss 
concerns raised about bum pits after only a few years. 

As you know, a joint study of the bum pit at Balad Air Base found that toxins were present. 
including carcinogens such as diox~ but that they did no1 exceed military exposure guidelines 
for those ex.posed to the fmnes for one year. The Defense Health Board reviewed the study last 
year. While the Board found that the study was generally adequate, it identified several 
weaknesses in the stl.J41y. ~luding the laek of a comprehensive analysis.ofthe interaction of 
varit!us toxins and the failure to conduct a valid study of relevant health records. It .identified 
several ways in which the Army could improve its examination of dioxin serum sampling and 
analysis of respiratory illnesses. 

~ Independent scientists• who have reviewed the joint study of the Balad Ai,r Base have informed us 
that there is a significant danger that veterans may become mas a tesult of exposure to fumes 
emanating from such bum pits. They alsl) noted that the underlying data supporting the study 
was not included and that it will be diffiwlt to ascertain the potential health care implications of 
exposure to the fumes without this data. 

For this IeaSO~ we request that you make tbis underlying data available to our staff and to the 
Oov~ A<;COuntability Office for its review, in a classified setting if required. 

Meanwhile, the rea1 indicators ofthe dangers to veterans are the long-term health measures of· 
those exposed rather 1han less reliable environmental reports. Therefore, the study of those 
known to be exposed by burn pits should be the primary focus. · · 
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Responding to a recent Congressional request along these lines. VeteranS Affairs Secretary 
Sbinseki ga:ve assurance 1hat he is taking seriously our concerns about the dangers of burn pits. 
In the enclosed message, Secrelary Shinseki committed to take the following actions which relate 
to the Department of Defense: 

1. VA scientists have begun heal1h studies on veterans of the current conflicts in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, including teq\1CStins assistance from the Departzne.nt of Defense (DoD) for 
troop exposure and location data. 

2. VA itJ W01'king with DoD to obtain all relevaut exposure data with the goal of 
establishing potential correlations wi1h health problems among affeoted veterans. To this 
end, VA has established a data sharing agreement with DoD thai grants access to this data 
for separated veterans. VA scientists will also review data gathered :from DoD's Post 
Deployment Health Assessment (PDHA) surveys, which ask about exposures to smoko 
from burn pi~ subsequent symptoms, and a variety of other health related questions. 

Since time is of the essence and the lives of our troops 8nd veterans are at stake. we are 
requesting your expressed commitment that 1he Pentagon will fully cooperate with the VA in this 
matter so 1hat these analyses can be completed as quickly and accurately as possible. We also 
request that you direct the relevant Department of Defense offices to fully cooperate with the 

· V A's studies. 

Thank you for your attention and assistance in this matter. 

Represemative Steve Cohen 

-: 



C!on~tefs of tbe Wnittb ci>tates 
aM'bington.JJC: 20515 

President Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC .20500 

Dear President Obama: 

March 3, 2009 

In two weeks the United States will mark the sixth anniversazy of the launch of 
the preemptive war and occupation of Iraq. Like you; we, the undersigned 
Members of Congress, opposed the war ·and occupation from the start and have 
spent the last several years working to extricate the United States from this 
quagmire. We believe that ending the war and occupation in. Iraq means 
redeploying all troops and all militacy contractors out of Iraq. It also means 
leaving behind no permanent bases and renouncing any claims upon Iraqi oil. 

The policy you announced last week in your speech at Camp Lejeune regarding 
the redeployment of U.S. troops. from Iraq is a hopeful sign that the end of the 
war and occupation in Iraq is in sight. We believe, however, that even more can 
and should be done to hasten the day when all U.S. troops and military 
contractors are redeployed out of Iraq and reunited with their families and loved 
ones. 

Specifically, while we welcome your embrace of a withdrawal timeline and your 
commitment to the American people that all combat troops will be withdrawn 
from Iraq by August 31, 2010, we are concerned that the plan you announced 
contemplates leaving up to so,ooo · U.S. troops in Iraq- nearly as large as the 
force deployed in South Korea during the height of the cold war. 

·Accordingly, it would be extremely helpful to us, other members of Congress, and 
the public if you would address the following questions: 

1. · What factors will be used to determine the size of the reserve force to be 
left in Iraq? 

2. What role do you envision for the United States after combat forces are 
redeployed that requires neariy so,ooo U.S. troops to implement? 

3. What actions have the Administration taken, or contemplates taking, to 
comply with the congressional prohibition against tbe establishment or 
maintenance· of permanent bases in Iraq? 

4. Will the role of the "transition force" be changed if violence flares back up 
in Iraq? 

5· How does the plan address the estimated 190,000 American contractors 
cunently stationed in Iraq? 
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We believe that our nation's interests in Iraq and the region will be best advanced 
by reducing the size of the mfiitary footprint and making greater use of our other 
assets of national power, including diplomacy, reconciliation, commerce, 
development assistance, and humanitarian aid. We are heartened that you 
consider the deployment of these national assets central to a viable Iraq strategy. 

We look forward to continuing our dialogue and strengthening our partnership in 
the pursuit of our mutual goal: ending the war and occupation and redeploying 
all American troops and military contractors out of Iraq and reuniting them with 
their families and loved ones. 

Sincerely, 

Member of Congress 



' ·• 

President Barack Obama 
The White House 

C!tnngress of tt,i lltniteb .itut£11 
masl:fittgtnu, I« 2051.5 

March 11, 2009 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Obama: 

We are writing to express our strong support for resuming Operation Jump Start. 

;&03376 

As you know, this effort deployed National Guard troaps to meet our Southwest border security 
needs. Operation Jump Start was a tremendous success. Guardsmen built 37 miles offence. 
repaired 700 miles of roadway, assisted in confiscating over 298,000 pounds of drugs. offered 
support in over 166,000 arrests and helped in 100 rescues. They were vital in securing the 
border, enhancing border infrastlucture, and improving border security and agent safety. 

The main reason why the National Guard was deployed under Operation Jump Start was that 
there were not enough resources on the border for effective security- both in the number of 
"eyes and ears" on the ground as well as infrastructure being built. The mission ended in July 
2008. 

As you know, the Mexican military's crackdown on drug cartels and coiTUption has increased 
violence and decreased stability in the region. Last year. more than 6,000 people and this year 
more than 1,000 have died as a result. On February 20, the State Department issued a travel alert 
as drug cartels are engaged in an increasingly violent conflict among themselves and the 
Mexican government for control of trafficking routes along the U.S.-Mexico border. 

Due to the current situation in Mexico, we believe that more resources are needed to ensure 
additional border security. There are still significant security and infrastructure needs on the 
border and tbe National Guard should be used as an asset in this regard. 

At a time when drug violence from Mexico threatens to spill over the border and expose our 
communities and families to the consequences, we sttongly encourage you to resume Operation 
Jump Start. We look forward to working with you to ensure the security of our borders. 
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Cc: DHS Secretary Janet Napolitano 



Signed by Representatives: 

Ed Royce 
Brian Bilbray 
Howard Coble 
Sam Johnson 
Gary Miller 
Trent Franks 
Todd Tiabrt 
Kenny Marchant 
Sue Myrick 
Rodney Alexander 
Bill Posey 
Dana Rohrabacher 
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<ltongress nf t~:e llnit:eb 8tat:es 
lllasflingtont D<! Z0515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary, Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington DC 20301 ~ 1400 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

Aprill4, 2009 

:2022260092 

We write regarding the U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) report 
addressing the listing and oversight of Superfund sites at DOD facilities, Superfund: 
Greater EPA Enforcement and Reporting are Needed to Enhance Cleanup at DOD Sites 
(GA0-09-278), urging yo\1 to rapidly take all steps necessary to remediate contaminated 
DOD sites. 

The GAO report reached several disturbing conclusions: 

• While the number ofDOD sites considered for placement into the Superfund 
program has declined over the past decade, DOD sites still account for 9 percent 
of all Superfund sites. 

• Despite years of negotiations, DOD and EPA have not finalized Interagency 
Agreements setting out the terms for clean-up of 11 ofthe 140 DOD Superfund 
sites, despite the statutory requirement to do so, reportedly because DOD 
disagreed with the terms contained in the Agreement documents and simply 
refused to sign the documents. These sites include (1) Air Force Plant 44 
(Tucson, AZ) (2) Andrews Air Force Base (MD) (3) Brandywine Defense 
Reutilization and Marketing Office (MD) (4) Fort Meade (MD) (5) Hanscom 
Field (Bedford, MA} (6) Langley Air Force Base (VA) (7) McGuire Air Force 
Base (Trenton, NJ) (8) Naval Air Station Whiting Field (Milton, FL) (9) Naval 
Computer Telecommunication Area Administrative Master Station (Wahiawa, 
HI) (10) Redstone Arsenal (Huntsville, AL) and (11) Tyndall Air Force Base 
(Panama City, FL). 

• Despite the requirement for Interagency Agreements to be signed at all federal 
Superfund sites, the Superfund statute (Section 120 of CERCLA) contains no 
enforcement mechanism ihat could be used if a federal agency refuses to do so. 
Although EPA may initiate administrative enforcement actions under other laws 
(such as the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act and the Safe Drinking 
Water Act) to compel DOD to clean up contaminated sites, EPA chose not to 
pursue enforcement actions until 2007, more than 10 years after these sites were 
first placed into ~e Superfund Program. Currently, there are EPA 
Administrative orders in place at 4 sites: Fort Meade (MD), McGuire Air Force 
Base (Trenton, NJ), Tyndall. Air Force Base (Panama City, FL), and Air Force 
Plant 44 (Tucson, AZ). 

We believe that the Department should immediately enter into the appropriate 
Interagency Agreements and expedite the cleanup of these sites. We request that you 
provide us with a detailed description of your plans to do so, including: 
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• Specific timeframes for when Interagency Agreements will be signed at each of 
the DOD Superfund sites currently lacking them, and the status of any 
negotiations regarding their text, including who is participating in these 
negotiations. 

• Milestones agreed to by EPA and DOD that are expected for inclusion in Site 
Management Plans for the cleanup of each of these sites; 

• Any outstanding issues that may impact these schedules and milestones. 

Thank you very much for your attention to this important matter. Please provide 
your response no later than close of business on Friday May 1, 2009. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please have your staff contact Michal Freedhoff (Rep. Markey, 
52836), or Derrick Ramos (Rep. Green, 51688). 

Sincerely, 

e~.~ 
Rep. Edward J. Markey Rep. Gene Green 

# 3/ 3 



QCongrt~~ of tbt llnittb ~tates 
~ington, J)~ 20515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
100 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 

Aprill4, 2009 

As you kn6w, the:United States is currently facing a number of dauntirtg national security 
challenges. With our ongoing involvement in lraq and Afghanistan, as well as our efforts 
to combat terrorism, the need to recruit and retain qualified men and women for military 
service is greater than ever. We are writing to request that the Defense Advisory 
Committee on Women in the Services (DACOWITS) be restored as a meaningful 
advisory body with authority to independently advise the Secretary of Defense on issues 
concerning military women. Doing so would be a highly effective way to quickly 
identify and address the obstacles to women choosing long-term careers in the armed 
forces, and would ensure that the U.S. military is well prepared for today's wartime 
realities. 

DACOWITS was establishe<lin 1951 as a civilian b~ard of individuals. appointed by the 
Secretary of Defense for the purpose of providing advice and recommendations on 
matters affecting women in.the armed services. For half a century, the Committee served 
as a vital link between the Deparbnent of Defense and the civilian community and .gained 
a reputation for conducting valuable and highly respected analysis on integrirtin.g women 
into the n;ri.litary;making the,armed services more effective over_alJ.. . . . . . . .. · 
.·.. ' . . 

~ . . . 
Many in the security community were surprised and dismayed when the Bush 
administration failed to renew the Committee's charter shortly after taking office. In its 
place, then Secretary ofDefense Donald Rumsfeld introduced a new mandate for 
DACOWITS which cut members, staff, and funding, revoked the Committee's 
autonomy, and diluted attention to women's issues. In addition, former Secretary 
Rum.sfeld imp<)sed restrictions which made the Colllll)ittee's mi;titary installation visits 
less frequent .and less effective, and reduced its diversity ~d transparency in terms of .. 
membership selection and policies. The broader effect of these actio~ has been to. 
sideline serious.study of women in the military, and depriving our armed fore~ of an 
untold number of skilled ·and capable l~era. ·. .: .... , 

' . . . . 
Former Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness Dr. David Chu publicly 
stated. his belief that DACOWITS' work to increase the proportion of women in the 
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military had "probably reached its naturallimits.''1 This statement does not mesh with 
the abundance of studies and reports indicating that many women in the armed forces feel 
they are coming up against a '~brass ceiling" 8s they struggle to rise through the ranks and 
demonstrate their leadership. Under its original charter, DACOWITS worked to address 
women's specific needs as they entered the armed forces in increasing numbers. Some of 
the progressive changes made as a result of DACOWITS' work include coed bootcamps, 
the gender "nonning" of fitness standards, programs to address sexual harassment, and 
family friendly work policies. These institutional changes benefit both men and women, 
and help the U.S. military maintain its reputation as the best in the world. Whoever is 
appointed as the next Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness should 
have an in depth understanding of the need to consider the differing needs of servicemen 
and women, and should appreciate the demonstrated benefits of reducing gender based 
discrimination in the armed forces. 

We believ~ that nACO WITS must be re-established under the Fecterat Advisory 
Committee Act with the mission to advise the Secretary of Defense on a broad range of 
matters relating to women in the military. Additionally, it must be restored to its former 
status through an increase in its membership to at least 25, to be chosen from diverse 
backgrounds, and this Committee should be supported with an adequate budget to carry 
out the analysis and data collection which has proven so valuable in the past We are 
confident in your dedication to creating an enabling and supportive environmen~ so that 
our servicemen and women can reach their full potential and contribute the best of their 
skills and abilities to the protection of our country. The revitalization ofDACOWITS 
would greatly facilitate this goal. Thank you for your attention to this important issue. 

Sincerely, 

B. MALONEY _. ___ 

Member of Congress 

1 ' Stone, Andrea. "Women Warriors Play an Essential Role in Military." USA. WDAY. 11 January 2002. 
http://www.usatoday.com/oews/se.p 11/2002/01/1 0/waniors.htm. (Accessed 31 March 2009). 
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G!:nngress of f~t lnit.eh .&taf~ll 
ilas}Jington, lt'E 20515 

The Honorable Dr. Robert M. Oates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301~1000 

Dear Secretary Oates: 

April 24, 2009 

No. 0 171 P. 2 

This letter is to respectfully request your assistance in reinstating the National Guard 
Joint Counterdtug Task Force's Port and Highway Interdiction mission. This tasking 
was tetminated neady 8 years ago and removed :from the responsibilities of the National 
· Ouat'd Counterdrug Task Force. We are confident this mission set is both immensely 
impa11ant to the national security of our country and provides outstanding training for our 
soldiers and airmen. 

As you know, the Dtug Trafficking Organi2ations (DTO) along the US-Mexico border 
have become an increased thteat to ou1· country. Tbese Cl'iminal and tel1'orist 
orgi.Ulizations control the avenues of approach to the U.S. and utilize these avenues to 
smuggle humans and illegal narcotics. These same organizations then use the lack of 
oversight on southbound cargo to t1'8Dsport money and weapons to the cartels- thus 
fueling the violence and destruction. 

During the period of National Guard support to Port and Highway Interdiction, Texas 
guardsmen were credited with well over $1 billion dollars in drug seizures per year. 
Texas also laid claim to well over $27 million it\ cash sei2ures in one year alone. These 
statistics prove the viability and importance of having Gual'd men and women working 
the secondary search areas along the borde1·- freeing unifonned officers to be out in front 
of the public. 

The threat to Texas and the United States by dmg trafficking organizations is clear. A 
holistic approach must be taken to quell the violence, death and destJ.uction caused by 
these narco-terrorist organizations. Port and Highway intel'diction is a c1·itical aspect of 
this approach a00 must be reinstated immediately. 

Sincerely, 

Rep. Sam Johnson (TX-03) 
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R:ep. Lamar Smith (TX-21} 

Re Jo Culberson (TX-07) 

1:~ 
Rep. Kenny Mal'chant (TX-24) 

%ZJ~ 
Rep. Louie Gohmett (TX-01) 

~~0~ 
Rep. Pete Olson (1X~22) 



April 9, 2009 

President Barack Obama 
The White House 

OLongress of t11c Unite~ states 
DaslTiugtott, 1nC!! 20515 

1600 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Re: Funding for the Purchase ofF-22s in the FY2010 Department ofDefense Budget 

Dear President Obama: 

We are gravely concerned regarding recently announced plans to cap production of the F-
22A Raptor at 187 aircraft. Simply put, this number is insufficient to meet potential threats to 
America and to guarantee our nation's air superiority decades into the future. Over 30 air 
campaign studies completed over the last 15 years have validated a requirement for far more than 
187 F-22 Raptors to replace the original force of 800 F-15 A-D Eagles. The decision announced 
by Secretary Gates not only ignores these facts, but also the validated requirement of our very 
own Air Force. 

' ·~/. :·S~!e~ Gat~s indica~ed his co~tment to the F-~?}·9~1 ~~~ f.~ghter as Ame~ca's 
· '· 5/ generatwn ·fighter Jet. While the JSF 1s a very capable pla,tionn,--It.IS destgned for multi-role 

strike: ~sicns and not op~muzed for the air dominance,~i~sfori~ ·c,·r the F~ .. ~'2> f!oreover, it is 
several years away from full·scale production. · ··• ·· · · · 

As discussed in the January 21 letter to you sign~d by. 194 House Members, the F-22 
program annually provides over $12 billion of economic· activity to the national economy. As 
we face one of the most trying economic times in recent history it is imperative to preserve 
existing high paying, specialized jobs that are critical to our nation's defense. Over 25,000 
Americans work for the 1 ,000+ suppliers in 44 states that manufacture this aircraft. Moreover, it 
is estimated that another 70,000 additional An;tericans indirectly owe their jobs to this program. 

Mr. President, in light of these concerns and in consideration of the importance of the F-
22 program to both American national and economic security, we strongly urge you to 
reconsider this decision and to certify that continued production of this vital asset is indeed in the 
national interest ofthe United States. 

Sincerely, 

I'RINTED ON RECYC~ED PAPER 

Phil Gingrey 
Member of Congress 
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Member of Congress 

Tom Pric[O__--=­
__.MetfiSer of Congress 

Rob Bishop 
Member of Congress 

John Carter 
Member of Congress 

Ra1ph Hall 
Meml-JeT of Congress 

--S~ 
Sam Johnson 
Member of Congress 
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Member of Congress 

/1~/th~lj 
(ie!:" of Congress 

~o~dAbc;f, 
Member of Congress 

f£~ 

~E.£~' 
EhJah Cummings ~ 
Member of Congress 

(~~ 
Dean Heller 
Member of Congress 

1/.:.JJ ~ iJJ. &(j 
Michael T. McCaul 
Member of Congress · 

Re: Funding for the Pur:::hase of F-22s in the FY20 10 Department of Defense Budget 



~?.M~ 
Patrick McHenry 
Member of Congress 

endrick Meek 
Member of Congress 

Carol Shea-Porter 
Member of Congress 

Don Young 
Member of 

;r~~ 
Kenny Marchant 
Member of Congress 
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~if&~ 
Richard Neal 
Member of Congress 

Bill Shuster 
Member of Congress 

<g~llfJ~~ 
Paul Broun 
Member of Congress 

Re: Funding for the Purchase ofF-22s in the FY2Ql 0 Deoartroem of Defense Budget 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Department of Defense 
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We wish to make you aware of an intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance (ISR) 

program in which over $250 million has been invested, and was called an .. unprecedented 
capability," only last October in a letter to our Chainnan, by the Under Secretary of Defense for 
Intelligence, but yet appears to have been orphaned by the Department of Defense. 

The Air Force developed and the Marine Corps employed a turbo-prop based wide area, 
day-only, electro-optical surveillance system called .. Angel Fire" in Iraq from September 2007 
until March 2009. Four King Air 90 aircraft were used in An bar Province. Five additional 
aircraft ("spiral two"). with infra-red night capability, have been funded and are planned to be 
delivered from July through November of this year. 

Responses to inquiries from mid -- March through yesterday to the Commander, Central 
Command; Commander, Multi-National Forces-Iraq; Commander, International Security 
Assistance Force~ Central Command staff~ the Joint Staff; the Under Secretary of Defense for 
Intelligence; the ISR Task Force; the Air Force; the Anny; the Marines and your office indicate a 
lack of awareness of the capability of the system; its status; and/or who has the responsibility to 
ultimately determine the disposition or use of the assets. 

As an example, General Petraeus, signed a letter dated 17 Apri12009, in response to 
inquiry from another Member of Congress, which indicated: .. The Angel Fire system you 
mentioned, which was used by the Marines in Anbar Province in Iraq, was redeployed back to 
the States and is currently being reviewed for possible deployment to Afghanistan." In reality, 
well prior to 17 April, the contractor had been directed to dismantle the podded-capability on the 
"Angel Fire" system contract aircraft, which was "used by the Marines in Anbar Province." The 
first aircraft had its sensors removed last week; the second aircraft is scheduled for this week; 
with the remaining two aircraft to follow in the subsequent two weeks. Further, the Air Force 
indicated earlier this week that there is no funding or plan to use the spiral one or two ••Angel 
Fire" assets in overseas contingency operations. 



Given your priority on making ISR available to support our troops in overseas 
contingency operations, the "unprecedented capability .. provided by "Angel Fire" and "Angel 
Fire's" capabi1ity and earlier availability compared to similar systems like "Constant Hawk," 
which are being fully supported by the Department, the continued dismantlement of the spiral 
one capability and no plan for use of the spiral two capability is inexplicable. 

While ••1\.ngel Fire'' has operational limitations for some areas of Afghanistan, over sixty 
percent of recent IED activity has taken place in southern Afghanistan, where terrain elevations 
allow .. Angel Fire" operations, as well as in most areas in Iraq. 

We recommend that your Programs, Analysis, and Evaluation office examine the ·•Angel 
Fire'' and "Constant Hawk" programs and provide you with a briefing, at your earliest 
convenience. We would appreciate your views on "Angel Fire" and the planned use and 
disposition·ofthe assets of the program. 

NAIRB:bg 

Neil 
Chai an, 
Air and Land Forces 

Subcommittee 

Roscoe Bartlett 
Ranking Member, 
Air and Land Forces 

Subcommittee 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
l 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washing ton, DC 2030 1-1 000 

Dear s~cretary Gates: 

'lllafbington, J)€ 205t5 

April 27, 2009 

We commend you for prioritizing the development and purchase of new airborne 
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance (lSR) assets and light attack aircraft. We agree with 
you that our war fighters in Afghanjstan and Iraq require a robust mix of manned and unmanned 
platforms to accomplish their counterinsurgency and counterterrorism missions. Given the 
relevance these capabilities have across the services- as well as the continued development of 
your Project Uberty initiative- we hope you will organize and resource additional airborne fSR 
and light attack aircraft programs on a joint basis. 

The urgent need to provide these capabilities to our warfightcrs has spawned a number of 
separate dcvdopmcnt ctTorts inside the Department of Defense. For example, lor more than a 
year, tht: Navy ha!l been assessing the c'1pabilities of small light attack aircraft with significant ISR 
capabilities. The Air Force recently studied the need for a similar capability. Based on input 
from our commanders in the field, that study may grow into stated requirements for new assets. 

Moreover. lhe Air National Guard (ANO) is preparing to demonstrate the capabilities of 
rhe AT-6B later this year. We have strongly supported the AT·6H research and development 
effot1 inside the ANG for the past few years, and we hope that the Navy and Air Force will reap 
some of the benclhs of a project that appears to be maturing just at the moment such capabilities 
are most needed. 

Based on conversations with the Navy, Air Force and Air National Guard, however, we 
remain concem~d that d'forts to develop a light attack and ISR platform remain uncoordinated. 
We believe DoD should develop light attack aircraft capabilities on a joint basis. Only when the 
services m·e working in a coordinated fashion can we expect to get this important capability to our 
warfighters efticicntly and expeditiously. 

We hope you agree with our recommendation, and we stand ready to work with you to fund 
a joint light attack aircraft pmgram that draws together DoD's multiple and ongoing programs. 

Sincerely. 



,.E SKELTON. MIS$CURI, QIAIAMM 
JOHft SI'RATT, 1i0UTH CAROLINA 
SOI.OMON P. Qf\'JIZ, 'IOXAS 
GE.NI TAYI.OR. MiSSISSIPPI 
NEll. AUERCIIO/o\11111, HAWAII 
SILVI&TRE NYIS. 'IO.ICAS 
IIICSN"'DI!R,AAI(ANSAS 
ADAM SMillliVAS.INGTON 
LORffiA $ANOt&t CAtlfO~hiA 
~tUC! M<INTVAE, NOATII CAAOI.IIfJI 
la.I.IN 0. lAU$Ctllil'. CAL•ONM 
I\OIIERT A. BRAOY ...... NsY\.V""IA 
AOI!IRT MORIWS. NIW JliJIS&Y 
$US ... A. DAVIS, CA!.IPORNIA 
JAt.d£9 A.I.ANGEVIN. AHQO& ISU\ND 
RICK LARSEN, \YAS"INGTON 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

~.~.1$oust of 1\tptt~entattbeu 
'Hlasbington, il\t 20515-6035 

Jllol COOPtA. 1&01!tl$$&E 
Jll..1 I.\M$11AIJ..IHORGIA 
MADEI.EINE Z.IIOROALlO, GUAM 
BRAD i:U..&\'VOfftH.INDf~A 
PAT~It<J MU~PIIl'. PEMNSYLVAI'IIIo 
H"IV~ JOHNSO!f, QIORGIA 
CAROl SHEA-1'0A1Ell, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
JOE COURmEV. CONNEC11CUT 
OAVIO LOEB SACK. IOWA 
JOE SE$T ... I'OII<$YLVANIA 
liAIII\'11._1.1 G•FfOAQS. .WZOIU\ 
NIKI TSONQAS, MASSACHUS!m$ 
GLENN NVE. YIAGINIA. 
OIEI.W PINQRU. MAIN! 
UIJIRYU$SILL..c)RTHCAIOOUNA 
MARnN HEINAICII, NEW MEXICO 
FRANK M. KRATOVII.. Jll, loWIYLA~D 
ENC J.J. MA$SA, ........ YOIII< 
!lOBBY lllliGHT, AI.AIIA~IA 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Mr. Secretary. 

ONEHVNOAEOE~VENTHCONGRESS 

April 28, 2009 

JO""M.M<HUGH.IolliW ~ 
ROKOE Q. DAAll.ETT, LIAR VIAND 
MQ>'tARDP. 'I!I)Cl" McKEON, CALFORNIA 
WoC1>IORN8eftR<. ll!><AS 
W"'-l!R II. JaMES. NC)IIJH CAROLINA 
W.1000AKIN,01r;$0URI 
J. -DV FCfiii!S. VII'IGIM• 
JEFf NIU!IULQ!IOA 
JO! VIOI.SO"- SOVTII c>ROI.INA. 
fRANK A. LGIIION!IO. NEW JI!'SIY 
Jt08 BSSHOP, UfAH 
•IC>IAEL TURNEll OMIO 
JOHN 13JN!. MINHE.SOTA 
"""' BOGER$, A!.ABU1A 
TRENTFIWIKS. AAIZONII 
DILL SHUS!EI\ Pi!....SYL~ANIA 
CATHY MoMOnm!IIOOGEIIS. WJISHII<GTQN 
K.MM;Hitlt.CONAWAY,T!)'AS 
OOUG LAI\IIIOIIN, COlORADO 
HOB \.Wt'TMAN, 'VIflGINIA 
•IARY FAU.IH. OtctNIDiob\ 
DUriCAN HLINTEft. CIIUFORNIA 
JOHN C. fLEMINO, lOU!IIA+IA 
MIKE ~OfF~lAN. COLORADO 
ltiOMI\5 J. ftOOOieY, fLOIIIDA 

I am writing you today to express my concern with the cost growth and schedule delays 
of the Navy Electromagnetic Aircraft Launch System (EMALs) program. The EMALs system 
is designed to replace the aircraft launching steam catapults in USS Ford class aircraft earners 
with the advantages ofincreased catapult capacity and lower overall maintenance life cycle 
costs. 

It is apparent that the Navy did not aggressively manage this program over the last f~w 
years. It was not until recently when the senior Navy acquisition official directed a complete 
program review that the full scope of the cost increases and schedule delays became known. I 
understand this program review evaluated alternatives, including cancelling EMALs and 
reverting to steam catapults for USS Ford. Such change would require a significant redesign 
effort for areas of the ship already designed and would delay delivery of the carrier for a least a 
year and perhaps as long as a year and a half. Conversely, the decision to stay with the EMALs 
system also contains significant technical risk and has the potential to delay carrier delivery. 
Testing of the fully integrated EMALs system will not begin until early this swnmer, yet 
production of the operational system must begin immediately to meet construction schedules. 
Any significant issues discovered during test will of necessity delay the construction of the 
carrier and undoubtedly cause significant cost growth. 

Because the implications ofthe failure of this system to deliver on time are so great, and 
the associated cost impact to the CVN-78 contract could range in the billions of dollars, I believe 
this program needs additional and targeted oversight on an hour-by-hour and day-by-day basis. I 
also believe this additional oversight will be required for a significant period oftime, perhaps as 
long as five years, while this system is tested, produced, delivered to the construction yard, 
installed, and verified. 

In addition, I encourage the Navy to maintain transparent reporting to Congress on the 
status of EMALs. For example, although EMALs does not meet the requirements for designation 
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as a major subprogram of the CVN-78 program, the Navy should consider reporting separately 
on EMALs in selected acquisition reports, unit cost reports, and program baselines. 

It is my intention to hold an oversight hearing on this program in July. I intend to call 
Navy acquisition officials for this hearing but extend to you the invitation to provide a senior 
official from yom staff to discuss risk management as this program rrioves forward. The focus of 
the hearing will be to understand what process is in place to maximize the chances of success 
and to alert, at the earliest time possible, the risk of failure. 

Thank you for your continued service to the country. 

Chainnan, 
Subcommittee on Seapower 
and Expeditionary Forces 

cc: Admiral Michael Mullen, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Admiral Gary Rougbead, Chief of Naval Operations 
Honorable Sean Stackley, Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Research Development and 
Acquisition 



Clungrtu of tire llnitd 6tatu 
WulJiugbm ••• 20515 

1'bo Hcaoablc llobcrt M. Gates 
Secn:tary of'Dehae 
1000 Defc:de Pentagon 
WubiDatou, D.C. 20301 

May 1.2009 

We wri1a 1o exprea~ our doep c:cm=m about r=ut media nporls on the JoiDt Carao 
~ (JCA} program. An article m The Hill, published on April2l, 2009. iDdicatcd 
that tbc JCA propam. will be cut in half aad the ranainh\J planes allocatecl to rbe UDi.ted 
. S1ate1 Ail Force in tho Department ofDctculs pzoposeci Pilcal Year 2010 bqel We 
believe that, if implemaltcd, nch cuts would be impede the .wlity of the Uaited. Stmes 

· Army, speci&a11y the Army NatioDal o.am, to moot intra-lbeatcr lift~ for 
lhe "Jut tactical miW' as wollu sevcrcJy ClODIIniB dte Army and Air NatioDal Goard's 
ability to respoDd to a ctom.tic disaster. 

' 'the eurreat iatdrtheatrc airlift capabtlity in tbo u.s. Amly is iasatlk:ieat to meet the 
demads of the wars in Iraq and Afgbaaistu. The Army has relied on the 0.23 Shape, 
an UD-plti8UJizcd aircraft that CllmOt pc:dorm mcdlca1 evacuadoD milskma nor tl'l.lltpOit 
mocHm carso palletL The lack ofrobat aidift O'VCI' the '1ast tactioal mile" bas also 
beed tbe 1umy toJRII its Chmookhelicoptera. ~ laina tad mneed of 
teplaccmelat. into zuisaiom the helicopter was m:M' desianed fot. The 2009 Quadralmial 
hies ad Miaioa.s Reriew R.cport (QRM) aaessec1 diele COJ1eeTN llld eozduded that 
•'the optiou. dlat p-ovidcd tho most VJ.1ue to t1u1 joint~ was to assigo. the C-:1:71 to both 
tbe Air Force aaufADny." The Padagoa.~a proposed <Mt~IDil program cbeps m: in 
dhec:l ccmUadicticm to the findinp fmm tbia cqreasionally aulborized report. Tbe JCA 
wiD allow for more rapid. delivery of larger aqo loads~ aborter and mora RmOte 

aiatrips and help fill the logiadcal needs of tho war fightet on the tnodem battWWd 

'Ibe Air NatioDil Oaanlllso has an tUgent neod fOr the JCA to :ftdfill homeland security 
missioDI. The tmnination of the National Gurd"a ponioG oftbe JCA PJO&IIDl will 

. f!Ijmjnate a eriJica1 capability in many Air Natiaoa1 Guatd 1lDits aaoa tbe c:aont11 that 
lost their flyiDg missicms during B:UC 2005. Wilboulan adequate replaoement ~ 
·the Air Natioual Guard m ~states will beunabJe to nan pet'IOilMl and tkiU. that 
have tabo yean to cultivate. The Nalicml OuardBurelu has a ptOIDiaed beddawn p1an 
tor the l'CA iu states effected by BUC mel 1he etiminat:k111 of the p:t08ft1D casts doubt 
about tho tbture of&se ~ This would baan tho Air Natioual Guard's ability to 
telpODd to a domestio t::risis. Whetbet the disaster is & JmnicaDc or latp scale tmorist 
attack, the 1CA would allow rM Air NadODII Guazd to deliver supplies to area that 
would otherwiae be ilwcessib!e to fixed-wiDg ainnft. The Naticmal Ouard baa bcerl 
.asbd to play a 1arpr role in homehmd clefrmeand disaster~ in rectmt y.s and 
tluiJCA will be a critical fnol for the Guard in fblfilling theie~m1'isioas. 1'be JCA i& 
deliped ibr the meeds of1hc servicemen and wOmen fighting on asymmetric 
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battWiotda aad is oae of the few DoD programs, that is ruD11iDa 011 budpt aod on time. 
Any changes to the JCA fXOII'IIn wiD risk the readiaess of our Amry~ Air Foree and 
Nadonal Olad to respond to tho fW1 spe(uum of~ and rcquiremeDts. We slroDgly 
urge you to contiDue wi111 the pl'OJr8Jil ofreconi for the Joint Carao .Aimmft Propam. 

Thaak you for your time and CODSidcration of this very impormat issue. 

Shwlerely • 

. . 
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I=PR-15-2009 €19=52 
r.llt(E COFFMAN 
-~.e.-

ARMED SER'Ial COMMillEE 

REP M I I(E CCFA'RII 

Qhmgres.s Df t~t lnittlt &tam 
., ... , llf lfpmentatturs 

WuJrtntta.IGt 2115l5-41&U& 

AprillS, 2009 

President Bmck Obama 
1600 Pconsylvania Avenue 
WBShinaton, DC 

President Obama, 

/~tt'-7/!5'1 
202 226 4623 P.01 

1IIJI~NOLIIIo.-..,._o 
w-Dc:IOIII .,.....,. 

II'IIIICT OffiCII 
__ .,.... ...... .._r .. -.c:o.-.:M 

llVIZIH'11t 

As you are well aware, pimcy has become a serious thtcat to both American and iDtemational 
shippina. The ru,jority of these pirate attacb have taken place along the coastline of Somalia­
a coastline the same length as the United States eastern seaboard - and in the Gulf of Aden north 
of Somalia. 

The ~nt kidnapping of Captain Richard PhiJlips fOllowin& a raid on his commercial ship, the 
Mamk Alabama. by Somali pi..atea proves mote anrusiw action is needed to combat piracy. 
The incident involving the Maersk Alabama wu a spectacullt show of c:o1UaJ,e, goqd luck, the 

exrraontinary military skill ofU.S. Special Fornes aad 1M smart decision-making by the Captain 
of the USS Bainbridge, Commander Frank CasteUauo. Unfortunately, in tbe ~ •. the pirates 
may be unwilling to take- a ship"s Captain hostage to protect the safety of the crew or the crew of 
a merchant veHel rnay be unable to fight back. They were very lucky that the U.S. Navy mivcd 
b6fore the pitate.s were able to make it back to llllld which would havo made it extremely difficult 
to tra.;k them down. 

The piracy problc:m is nota Jaw cnfoo:emem challenge because the pirates have lJQrestricted 
access to Somali port facilitiea lnd land bases that are sancticmcd by d1e goveming iamtutiom of 
Somalia irrespective of how dysfunctional they are. This is a mi6tary problem and tJaase at1acks 
on U.s. merchant ships constitute: an act of war oa the United Sta!es. 

A new course of action should be revinnd. Sending U.S. Warships to patrol these waters isn't 
enough to J)J'Otect U.S. flagged merchant ships. This is an area that isl.l million square miles 
and the U.S. Nhy, or any na.vy, hutbeirhands full tr)l'in8 to proteettbis vital Jbipp.ina lane. 
The placement of smalJ det.acbments of U.S. Marines or Sllilm aboard U.S. ftaaged merehant 
sbips 'WOUld. help bring an end to the piracy problem off of the coast of Somalia for U.S. . · 
commercial shipping. 'fbjs would be a much more cost effective way of mdina any advantage 
that the pirate$ have. N~w rules of enpgezunt should give U.S. military personnel, assigned to 
U.S. merchant ships. the authority to enpgc any small boat if it d811l012Str11a hostile intent when 
approacblng a U.S. merchant ship. 
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Thue is a prece~cnt for using U.S. mili1ary personnel on U.S. fiqgcd mcrchaut wnels. During 
WWJI, U.S. military personnel were deployed on U.S. flagtd ship$ to proviWI protection. 
TheR detachments were called 11Tbe Naval Armed Guard," md were established I1Wt tbs 194 J 
repeal o(!he "Neutrality Act of 1936." which had outlawed the annina' o U.S.mercbant vessels. 

It isn •t neces.wy to talk about military operations against the pirates along the Somali coastlin~ 
when we bavc the optioD to put small military detachments on board U.S. co~ ships. 
These raid!, would not only put mem"n of our military unaecenarily at risk bot. there would 
always be the potential for coUateral damap causma harm to the iwoc:ent hostage~ and civUians 
in the aarget areas. · 

Mr. ~idem, how many sailon and Marinos IR available for sud\ actions and are iou wil!ins 
10 temporarily s1arion military detacbmetu on U.S. flagged mcrcbant ships? 

Thank you for your time and I look forward to your response. 

Sinaerely • 

./L."b a#.,......z ---· 
Mike Coffman. M.C. 

CC: The Honorable Robert Oates 

TOT~ F'. 1212 



Citnugrtns of ti,t 1!tuit.eb •tales 
WasiJingtau, DC 20515 

March 26, 2009 

President Barack Obama 
.The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania A vc 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

/u co-chain of the 52-member bipartisan U.S.-China Working Group, we are writing in 
· regard to recent developments within the bilateral U.S.-Cbina relationship. 

Last week, the Working Group hosted Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense David 
Sedney for an update on U.S.-China military-to-military relations. We are supportive of 
your efforts to protect U.S. Navy reconnaissance vessels and your decisioa to send a 
destroyer escort to the South China Sea. The harassment of U.S. interests by Chinese 
ships is a violation of international law and we applaud your decisive rcisponse. 

Additionally, we urge your continued ~ of increased U.S. - China military-military 
relations. In our view, the U.S.-china diplomatic relationship will be the most important 
of the 21• century. Strong military-to-military coDDeetions remain ins1rumental in 
expanding and improving that relationship. 

Thank you for your leadership on this issue. We look forward to working with your 
Administration to advance U.S.-China relations. 

~ 
Rick Larsen 

4~-
MarkKirk: 

Member of Congress Member of Congress 
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C:ongr~ at .ttJt ltntttlJ Atattf · 
•lil'&lngtan, Jl( 20515 

1'he Honorable Ro0011 M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefenSQ . 
1000 Defense P~tagon 
Washington, DC 2030l 

Dear Secretary Oates: 

May'· 2069· 

Your Jntemat·budget process «maists.of serious delibotation on threat amdysis, rlsk:· 
a:ssesament and cost ~efit tradcoffs in regit<l :to budgetary deCisions. This hlformation is 
ctitical iorMembera of Congress and the p.ublit:to know, and for this roason I am-eot.l~ 
about-a ~biqg ttcnd·ofrestrkting budget and inspection infmmation within the·Departknent 
of Defense. 

I undentand that you·m:ently asked senior off'tclal~ in the ~t to sign • Non­
disclo'Stlre Agreement~ it rea. to the President's FYI 0 ;Bud~ proposal. While· Hully 
understand that some oflheae discu~onsmust be kept eonfidential, I em co.aeemed.tbat 1) this 
agreement is not. strictly limited to pmiecisional discussions. aad l).that·CO~ DiaY be · 
cx~luded from over~gllf. and engaetment due co the rcstri«ioni ptit in phwe bt tbb a~ 

Specifically, ·the Agreement states .that. budget-rela1ed infttrmationrcstrletcd inc~ . 
.. [infi;trmation,] ptededsiooal ~r-etlienrise,.concemins the Administration~s delib~ of the 
nature and amounts of the President's budget for: Fiscal Year-2.010, and any supplemental budget 
request submitted during the curr:cn1 fiscal year!' Can I ex~t a candid answer from a·senior 
military official when I ssk tbem.about tim ptoeeBS used· to establi$11 priorl~es. either now, or 
after the President's detailed Budget is released to the public? Members of-Congress deserve 
tandid answers from senior mililaty officers that are not auppr.cssed or c:ensored-eitbcr·cumctly, 
or implicitly via a culture of regulations that muzzles their independent pl'Ofessional jUdgment. 

We are well. aware that only the President andlris $taff ~ fh~ .Mt ~- tnd 1'CI&UJ'Ce 
Jtqllments o(the UJtit~States·Oovemment, and members of his Administration are~ 
to implement his guidance. However, 1hc ConstilUtion aharges:Cen~ not the Executive:~ with 
the mandate to mise ·and support. armies and.na'ries, and it grants authority to Congress to fund 
the budget for our defense and the-ot~ constitutional ~nsibilffies. 1 am l!O~ u.t 
these-restrictions on tbe deliberation of these tradeof& ale reflected in~ Ptesident'·s &dget thia 
year and future year; severely and unneeeuarily ·limits the Coogress.in these~ 
duties. ' 

The Cb~ 8fid the. Nltion ·as a whQle, can ilt-affotd our N.-tton•s senior m'llitary 
leJdership to be fo!Wd to equivocate or be pedantic in so ftrr as their professional opinion is 
concttned. particularly-as it relates to risk -caleulation and thioat analym MSOCiate4 with. tho­
priorities of the Depertmeilt l)fDefeilsf11 and the allocation of taxpayer dPllats~ 



~ore, I am concerned: to. team that previously unelftssifled IN'SURV ipspoctioos 
will now be classified. It is sometimes only through the media -ad ·p~~ awareneas~.as waa this 
cne with the inspections oftho USS8tout and USS Chosln. tbat.we team of the urpt need tG 
address some Qf the Shottfalls ·the miiifary ~Jncluding the $411 milliOri shot1fall hi Jhlp depot 
tmrintenanee . .fot fhis year alone. If me. ~po~are cl'a~tsified. we are unable to «tmniutlkate 
these heedatQ the wblic. 

Lastly~ senior-Amty-offwials alxupfty withdrew·fi:om a recent heaiing :befbre the House 
Armed Servit~ea Air and Labd Forees Subcommittee mtFutW'e Combat S~ Thit:hearing 
W$ to ~-ob.the· s1atus oftbe FCS pro,8Jant bl llght of a recettt OAO ft\pw-t that D'lade 
rtlC:Ottlmendetioqs on.tbis. ·&y&tem. 1'he$e aetions comlnqe to:ccm,trl;bute.t& fue perceptlQJl tbatitbe 
~ in not interested ~ eDgaging w,ith Congress to determi.ne:the best ~bi~~elutiOn.. 
The ci_assification of inspections and excluding Conpss ftom. budgetary diScuSSion s.et"& as an 
impediment for Cotips to mJfill its oonstitutiomlJ telpOilSibility to .provide tho i\OCe'saary· 
.resources 'to slqlj)Ort our national security stl$egy and the fCSt of the federal govemm •• 

More than ever, our budset needs a dose took. fn ~ Pmrident 0~ indieated in ooe 
of his first Executive Orders concern:ing the Freedom of Infurmation Act •. that "Ad~ 
requires acwuntabiiity,lUld·acooWitability requires ti8nlpBtenQJ". AaJus&.o Louis Btaildela 
wrote. 'sunlisbtis said to be the bestoidisi.nf~ .... , ·we·llltderstand.thr:¢.most budp 
40Gument~ a.,re ~ot ~U:bjeotto FOlA -~er ~ USC. ~52{b)(~·and it IOaf be timely to~~ 
this exemption. . - · · 

• 'Ihen:·is no more serious m._ponsiblUty that President Obama~ y~ Oi we have than 1Ii 
eJlS\,Il'e the security of this great. N-ation. We r.eJl14lill..strong su~ of yqur eftbrts ~ oftbe 
camdor with whicb you ~ testified.before Congress. We look.:fbrwatd to WO'Jidni wi'Ch:you to 
ensure our Nation has the defense it needs. Thanks you for your assistance, 

Sitmerely,_ 
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econgress of tbe llnittb 6tat~ 
llaibfngton. att 20510 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

May6,2009 

All Congress awaits the submission of the President's Fiscal Year 2010 budget request for 
the Department of Def~ we write to share our strong and unwavering support for the 
Air National Guard (ANG) units in our states that lost their flying missions through 
BRAC2005. 

As you know, the last BRAC round made significant changes to the lay down of aircraft 
within the ANO. In our six states, many units lost their flying nlissions- ranging from 
A-lOs, C-l30Js, and F-16s - with some losing the only flying mission stationed 
pcnnanently in their state. The loss of a flying mission is a direct threat to the manpower, 
readiness and relevance of our ANO units and their continued ability to meet their state 
and federal duties. 

The ANO not only serves our nation as we ask. them to support operations in Iraq and 
Afghanistan and around the world, but they also serve the local state missions. Without a 
permanent flying mission within the state, the ANG may lose the valuable expertise and 
experience our airmen provide. With the immense capability the ANG provides to our 
nation. we must not jeopardize the investment we've inade in the ANG personnel forces. 

According to the 2008 Air Force Weapon Systems Roadmap, as well as subsequent 
planning by the Air Foree and National Guard Bureau, our six states are each expected to 
receive the C-27J Joint Cargo Aircraft (JCA). While we welcome the assignment of a 
permanent flying mission to our states, we are concerned that continued debate about the 
organization and control of the JCA program could place the future of our ANG units at 
risk. We believe it is important to fimlly resolve the '1-oles and missions" debate with 
regards to intra-theater lift, and move forward with a program that meets the needs of 
ANG states impacted in BRAC while also addressing the capability gap faced by our 
warfighters. 

This is a pivotal year for our Air National Guud. To this end, we look forward to the 
Department's strong support for the aUoeatioD of permanent flying missions to our 
states as part of the upcoming submission of the 2010 defense budget. 

As always, we thank you for your service to our nation and look forward to continuing to 
work with you to support our men and women in unifonn_ 
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United States Senator 

~~~ 
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COMMITTEE ON ARMEO SERVICES 

COMMITTEE ON 
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The President 
The White House 
Washingtont D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

. . 

·m.~. ftnuc ofRqnumtatiors 
i»ashington, 'BQ": 205l5-0512 

January 29,2009 

tcQO ~ NOI)Sfi (FJ.ta 8UU.DING 

wASIIJNGrON. DC :IOf1~-­
nJm)214&'J 

FloJf:<7l»)m.-M:JJ. 

tiiO (()R(JfL'L COURT. •208 
ELC'..UON. CA.~ 

iloi ......... M1 
t"~·(lttl.f0--H6t 

I am writing to express my grave concern rqarding the Medal of Honor review process 
. and the apparent leek of living award recipients. Since you. as President of the United States,.are 
· respoDsible for presenting the Medal of Honor on behalf of the U.S. Congress, I respectfully 
request that yow- Administration conduct a review of this matter. 

sinee World War 1, there have been 3,462 Medal of Honors awarded to our soldiers and 
sailors- for distinguishing themselves .. conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his 
life abov~and beyond the call of duty." In World War I, 27%ofMedal of Honors were awarded 
postliUillOusly, in World War II, S7%arid in Vietnam, 38% were posthumous awards. In 
Ope~on Iraqi Freedom and Operation. EndUring Freedom {OIF/OEF), 100% of all Medal of 

· Honor awards have been posthwnous. I am concerned that either knoWingly or inadvertently. 
the Me.dal of Honor awards process is becoming biased to only acts of valor that result in the 
death of the $Cl'ViCC ~ber. 

Mr. President. only 99 Medal of Honor winners are living:25 from World War II, 14 ·. 
from Kol'eat and 60 fuJm. Vietnam. The last Medal of Honor awarded-to a living recipient was to · 
Michael B. Thornto.i for his heroic actions in Vietnam on October 31. 1972. Their stories inspire 
our romiby and provide-~. ~litary services with their heri~ge and ~itions. Having Audie 

• - Murphy. -Pappy BOyington and San Diego's own John Finn living amongst us has ~tivated 
. g~ons to greiuer achievements; While the integrity of the award must -~ preserved, the 

Department of Defense should also not be applying a different standard to OIF/OEF that 

essentUllly precludes the award of the Medal ofUonor to living recipients. 

. In additiort, the recent downgrading of the Medal of Honor for Marine Sgt. Rafael Pera:lta . 
· t() the Navy Crou rai5es similar eoncems; Despite th~ fact thai Sgt. Peralta was ®ntinated for 
. _the Medal ofHQilor by Marine Corps le8dership, the award. was d0w11gfaded by a panel 
_ comprised primarily of civilians that included a neurosurgeon and two pathologists. i am very 



concerned tbat the criteria for awarding the Medal of Honor, which has been historically 
awarded based on eyewitness accounts. has now been replaced by modeni forensic science. l 
firmly believe that the eyewitness accowtts of lhe event should take precedent through the entire 
cbain of command review process because heroic actions in combat cannot always be explained 
by science alone. 

Again, I hope your Administration will do a thorough examination of the issues 
SWTOunding the process for awardine the Medal of Honor. The selflessness and combat heroism 
tbat is represented by the Medal of Honor must be preserved for future generations. 

DHivm 

------·· ----------------



TOM HARKJN 
IOWA 

President Barack Obama 
The White Hou~e 
1600 Pennsylvania A venue 
\\'ashington, DC 20500 

Denr President Obama; 

tinittd ~rates ~matt 
WASHINGTON, DC 20!>10....1602 

February 5. 2009 
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l"ifALT)oj. tDUCAi!ON, 
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One oftfle great many reasons we are Si} thankful that you have nov.- betm sworn into office is 
our shared commitment m :suicide prevention for veterans and those still serving in our nalion·s 
armed services. You were a true leader on the Armed Forces Suicide Prevention Act, and your 
leadership and help from your statT was invaluable in gaining co-sponsorship and advancing the . 
issue in the 11 o•h Congress. 

h was truly disappointing that the Barkin!Obama amendment. based on the Armed Forces 
Suicide Prevention Act which we respectively authored in the Senate and House. was not 
included in the National Defense Authorization Act of 2009. As you may remember. one of the 
major obstacles to its inclusion was the formal comment we received from the Department of 
Defense opposing the legislation '·because it \\'Ould establish a legislative mandate for programs 
already ongoing or within the Secretary's authority to establish." The comment letter wem on to 
say ·"However. the administration supports the goals of the legislation and we look forward ro 
w<Jrking with Congress to address these concerns." 

We were deeply disturbed last week to receive the attached letter from rhe Department of 
Defense stating that there 'vere 128 suicides among activ~ duty Army soldiers in 2008. with 
another 15 cases pending inv~stigation. while the total for 2007 was 115 .. This is the fourth year 
in a row that has se~n a similarly dramatic increase. Clearly. the Department ofDeH:nse should 
have done a better job w protecLlhe health and lives of the brave men and women who ser.·e in 

our military. 

\V~ know you share our concern about (lUr military's .:o1nmitmenl to its personnel, and would 
find these needless deaths to be a senseless tragedy that could have bo:::en pteventcd. In order tot· 
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us to be able to continue to ·work together to improve mental health screenings and treatment, 
and to reduce the stigma of accessing such treatment, it would be helpful for you to initiate an 
assessment of the programs currently in place in each branch of the armed forces. It would be 
helpful ro know more about what services are currently availaole, are being accessed, and what 
resources and structural improvements are needed to reduce the toJI of suis:;ide on active duty 
se!'\-'ice members. It would be especially helpful to examine all of the reasons, both structural 
and situationaL that the suicide rate in the Anny is so much higher than that in the other 
branches. 

As sponsor.:; of the Joshua Omvig Veterans Suicide Prevention Act. which was signed into law 
on November 5, 2007. we are pleased '"'ith recent reports from the Department of Veterans 
;\ftllirs that the Omvig legislation is being tully implemented and to date the Suicide Hotline has 
received ov¢r I 01.00 calls and has been credited with O\'er 2.600 rescues. It is now time to 
ensure that our service members ofthe Am1ed Forces have similar protections. 

lbank you lor your partnership on this critically important issue. We look forward w working 

w\th you on this in the future, and hope 1hat we can improve on the dismal record of the past 
administration in this regurd. 

Tom Harkin 
united States Senau.Jr 

Sincerely. 

Leonard Boswell 
Member of Congress 



April23, 2009 

President Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: · 

«ongress of t)Je Jhtitti) ~tat:es 
Basflington, M 20515 

We request that you include funding for the Joint Strike Fighter alternate engine in your budget 
for fiscal year 2010. Competition within any market is understood to yield products of a higher 
quality at a lower price. With the continued development of the Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) as our 
nation's sole air superiority aircraft, it is essential that the components used within the platform 
are highly reliable. It is with the spirit of competition that we request full funding for the 
research, development, testing, evaluation and procurement of an alternate engine that may be 
interchanged with the currently contracted propulsion system. 

Strong bipartisan support within Congress has invested approximately $2.5 billion since fiscal 
year 1995 into an alternate engine for the JSF. Since 2006, the Department of Defense (DOD) 
has repeatedly attempted to cancel funding for the JSF alternate engine program, contrary to both 
congressional intent and enacted legislation. The shortsightedness of the budgetary requests by 
the DOD; fail to recognize the long-term benefits and cost savings that ·are widely projected with 
the development of a competitive propulsion system. Following the "Great Engine War," the 
United States Air Force continues to use engines for the F-16 Falcon that have been built and 
perfected through direct competition by both Pratt and Whitney and G.;meral Electric. 

It would be prudent for the DOD to revisit the current contract for the JSF propulsion system to 
address questions of operational risk:, cost savings, responsible govenunent action, and relations 
with key allies. This is especially true now that General Electric and Rolls-Royce have offered to 

negotiate the remaining development and future production of the alternate engine on fixed price 
tenns. 

1 
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Unlike other recent attempts to renegotiate defense contracts, it is proposed that a new agreement 
be-settled tQ develop and then fund engines for the JSF by both Pratt and Whitney and the 
General Electric/Rolls-Royce team. As the DOD continues to perfect its acquisition and 
contracting procedures, we strongly urge that you include funding for the JSF alternate 
propulsion system within the Presidential Budget request to the Congress. 

o£t~ 
Representative Steven LaTourette, (OH- I 4) 

• Representative GeoffDavis,{KY-04) · 
.. ~z.~ 

·. Rej)resentative Robert Latta, (OH-05) 

Representative Steve Austria, (OH-07) 

(/jL_ Jll' . ~···~~·· 

• R~pr~ntative Charles Wilson (OH-06) 

2 



~~ 
Representative Michael Turner, (OH-03) 

~~13) 

rp.J~d't 
Representative Brad Ellsworth, (IN-08) ~OH-08) -

R~Scon, (VA-03) 

Representative Steven Rothman, (NJ-09) . 
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-
Representative Steve Buyer, (JN-04) 
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SeAJI'QYIIEA ANO ~XPeDITfON.ARV FoAces 

TEMDhlSM AND U't+tON\'ElltliOHAL TH-MA.1"S 
AIIIO CAJ",\al.ITI!'S 

COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES 
SUBCOMMime' 

ENERGV .UW MINEF'Ac. RE$0UitC~S 

COMMITTEE ON $MAU. BUSINESS 

CONGRESSIONAL AURAL CAUCUS 

RURAL HEAlrJ-~ CARE COALITION 

CONGRESSIONAL 
SPORTSMEN'S CAUCUS 

W.ATEA RIESOU~ES AND ENVJftONIWf'NT 

ECONOMC DEV&LoPME:N1'1 PUet.IG 8Uit.OING$ 

At-40 EUfiAGENCY MANAGeMENT 

President Barack Obama 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

President Obama, 

April 7, 2009 

Following the testimony of General Duncan J. McNabb, USAF, Commander of the United States Transportation 
Command before the Senate Armed Services Committee on March 17, 2009, I urge you to carefully consider the 
strategic use of Azerbaijan, and specifically the airfield at Baku, as a staging point for United States distribution, 
cargo handling, and refueling services. 

As the Co-Chainnan of the Azerbaijan Caucus, my colleagues and I have spent a great deal of time building ties 
with Azerbaijan, and I believe Azerbaijan offers a safe, secure and strategically valuable alternative to support 
our movements into Afghanistan. Azerbaijan has been a coalition partner in our efforts in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
has supported our requests for assistance, and has been a strong partner in the war on terrorism. 

From an ease of operations standpoint, Azerbaijan offers a large state-of-the-art handling facility in Baku with 
significant available capacity and an air route across the Caspian Sea and Turkmenistan's airspace directly into· 
Afghanistan. Utilizing this corridor avoids Iranian airspace all together and offers a very short flight time into 
Afghanistan. 

Currently,! understand problems have emerged shipping cargo through Dubai and throughout other hubs in the 
region. With an influx of cargo and personnel needed to support efforts in Afghanistan, I also understand that 
Azerbaijan may offer better flight times, the Baku airfield may offer greater command and control, is Jess 
congested allowing cargo to get into Theatre more quickly, offers competitive pricing, and has a domestic 
commercial fleet of aircraft to supplement our efforts. 

1 urge you to work with the Department of Defense and the State Department to fully examine the benefits 
operations in Azerbaijan would have as we increase our focus on Afghanistan. 

Sincerely, 

GillS~ 

cc: Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
Secretary of Defense Robert Gates 

Bill Slluster 
Member of Congress 

General Duncan McNabb, USAF, United States Transportation Command 
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«nttgr.ess nf tlfe Jlniteb ~fates 
Blu.sllington. mor 211515 

March 10, 2009 

President Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Re: Urge Expeditious Replacement of Aged Aerial Refueling Tanker Fleet 

Dear President Obama: 

We write to urge that there be no further delays in moving forward with a new fleet of 
aerial refueling tankers. The KC·13S aircraft fleet, which perfonns the critical air refueling 
mission around the world. has been in service since the late 1950s. The old, outdated KC~l3S 
fleet costs taxpayers an enormous amount in ongoing maintenance costs. Such older aircraft, 
with the attendant safety and efficiency issues, complicate the mission of the brave men and 
women devoted to air refueling. 

MacDill Air Force Base is a mainstay of both our congressional districts. It is home to 
the 6tb Air Mobility Wing (AMW) and a tanker fleet that provides refueling power around the 
world for our military. However, the men and women making this task look easy are doing so 
with these KC-135 aircraft which range in age from tb.e late 1950s to the mid 1960s. "While the 
6111 Maintenance Group is doing great work keeping 5().. year-old tankers in the air, we are 
concerned that the age of the tankers adversely impacts the nation's security interests, is a 
growing safety concern for service members on refueling missions, and is costing taxpayers 
money due to continued and extensive maintenance. 

We understand that the Department of Defense is currently weighing the options for 
budget offsets as it crafts the 20 10 Defense budget request. However, we respectfuUy urge that 
you not delay replacement of the tanker fleet. It already has been delayed long enough. The men 
and women who fly these aircraft, their families and those who rely upon the refueling mission 
support depend upon our leadership in providing safe and modern equipment. 

We look forward to working with you on this issue, and are confident that you and your 
staff will work to identifY a workable solution for tanker procurement. 

~ww-
Member of Congress 

cc: Col. Lawrence Martin, Commander, 6th AMW 
Gen. Arthur Lichte, Commander, Air Mobility Command 
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Gtongrens nf tq.e Unit.e~ ~fates 
Ba.sqingtnn, ilQt 20515 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

May 14,2009 

It has recently come to our attention that service members returning from deployment 
have indicated they wer~ allocated oDiy two liters of bottled drinking water per day, and were 
forced to fmd additional water for themselves. It is our understanding that this was not an 
isolated event and service members stationed across Iraq during various phases of the war have 
reported the problems. 

The Army minimum to avoid dehydration can reach as high as 15 liters per day to 
prevent heat casualties in desert climates. As a result of the bottled water drinking shortages, 
these same service members indicate at other times they were forced to "improvise" to avoid 
dehydration by drinking potable and nonpotable bulk water. As you know, questions on the 
quality of bulk water still remain, and it is not authorized for drinking in Iraq. However, the 
soldiers indicate consumption of this water was necessary to avoid dehydration and are now 
experiencing short term and long term health effects of illnesses associated with drinking 
unclean water. 

Many of us have visited Iraq and we are all well aware of the extreme conditions our 
troops stationed there face. We are dismayed to hear these accounts and believe the health and 
safety of our service members must be a priority and taken seriously. Therefore, we respectfully 
request that you investigate these water shortage claims immediately and provide the finding to 
our staff for review. 

Sincerely, 

18~~ 
Gene Green Solomon Ortiz 

Member of Coz:_s 

4!.._;;::; :;5 
AI re 

Member of Congress 

Member of Congress Member of Congress 

Ron Paul 
Member of Congress 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 



DON YOUNG 
CoNGREiasMAN FoR ALL ALAsKA 

WASHINGTON OFACE 
2111 RAYBURN BUILOING 

TELEPHONE 202·225-5765 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
US Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

May 12,2009 

COIIUITTEE ON 
RESOURCES 

COMMITTEE ON 
TRANSPORTATION 

REPUEIUCAN 
POLICY COMMITTEE 

A recent Federal Circuit Court decision in Rothe Development Corp. v. U.S. Department 
of Justice held that 10 U.S.C. 2323 is unconstitutional on its face, resulting in a complete 
injunction of that statute, which provides certain Department of Defense contracting preferences 
for small disadvantaged businesses. This judicial action is clearly limited to 10 U.S.C. 2323, but 
some agencies appear to believe that the Rothe case may affect small business programs and 
activities under other Federal statutes like the Small Business Act. 

Thus we are writing to urge that the Department of Defense issue immediate clarifying 
guidance to all of its agencies involved in contracting with the private sector. While the Office 
of the Under Secretary of Defense issued an interim guidance memorandum on March 10, 2009 
concerning the application of the Rothe case, the memorandum failed to explicitly address the 
applicability to small business programs and activities that are carried out under Federal statutes 
other than 10 U.S.C. 2323. 

In our view, the guidance should be explicit with respect to these other programs and 
activities. This approach was taken by the Anny Corps of Engineers in a March 9, 2009 
communication to contracting personnel, stating that its Rothe guidance to cease contract 
activities that rely exclusively on the authority of 10 U.S.C. 2323 "DOES NOT apply to small 
business set-asides, HUBZone small business set-asides, 8a set-asides, service disabled veteran 
owned small business set-asides or Alaska Native Corporations (ANC) as these categories are 
governed by separate statutes that were not impacted by the [Rothe] ruling.'1 This is precisely the 
kind of guidance that should be sent out deparment-wide as soon as possible. 

Please let us know as soon as possible if and when the Department of Defense plans on 
issuing clarifying guidance that expressly addresses the small business programs and activities 
that are not affected by the ruling. Thank you. · 
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Don Young 
Member of Congress 

~E.~~ 
DaleKildee 

Member of Congress 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
~eil~bercrornbie 

Member of Congress 

0 5~~ 
Tom Cole 

Member of Congress 
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Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

http://griffilh.hou."'.gov 

We have serious objections to the stop work order issued May 11, 2009 for the 
Kinetic Energy Interceptors (KEI) program. This decision is without justification. 

Overall, we are concerned with the handling of the May 7, 2009 Kinetic Energy 
Interceptor termination announcement. KEI was noticeably absent in an April press 
conference that outlined Department of Defense. program cancellations and restructures. 
However, it was rolled out as a cancellation during the May 7, 2009 FYIO Presid~nt's 
Budget briefing and quickly followed by a Missile Defense Agency stop work on May 
11, 2009, with the goal of de-staffing the program by the end Qf June. This surprise 
announcement and immediate stop work notice has precluded any meaningful discussion 
between the Congress and the Department on the merits of the cancellation and the 
resulting impacts to the nation . 

. In partnership with the; Dep~ent·, of. :b~:fense,. ·Congress h:as supported the 
requested_ budgets for the KEI program. In past years, Congress went beyond what was 
requested, and provided the Department with additional dollars to accelerate this critical 
boost phase capability. In total, the Department has expended more than one billion 
dollars toward this effort to date, in providing the nation with a technically viable 
solution for boost and ascent engagement of a ballistic missile targeting our nation, 
deployed forces, and allies. Six years of development and testing, with most of the more 
than one billion ·of funding spent to date, was to. .culminate in the fu:st booster flightrin the 
fall of2009 -less than five months from now. With the issuance of the stop work, the 
Department is walking away_ from this investment without the benefit of knowing what 
this technology has to offer. ·, 

. The FY09 appropriated budget and accompanying language for the KEI program 
not only fully supported the requests but went further to encourage the Department to 
accelerate the 'development of this , capability for the war fighter. The FY09 
appropriations specifically funded continued KEI development, static tests, and the: first 
booster flightin 4009. 

. ' . ' . ' ~ 

IIIII 
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We strongly urge you to rescind the KEI stop work order and to continue toward 
culmination of the 2009 booster flight. We look forward to working with the Department 
in the FYIO budget cycle to best determine the way ahead for this vital boost and early 
engagement capability resident in the KEI program. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter and we look forward to your 
prompt response and a positive resolution. 

Sincerely, 

Congressman Ed Pastor -



---------------··--- . 

THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
1000 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, OC 20301-1000 

The Honorable John P. Murtha 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Defense 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Mr. Chainnan: 

JUN 2 2 2009 

Thank you for your letter of May 20,2009, regarding cancellation of the Presidential 
Helicopter Replacement Program (VH-71). We appreciate your concerns regarding the 
decision to cancel the VH-71 program. On January 28, 2009, the Secretary of the Navy notified 
Congress that the cost growth in the vH-71 Presidential Helicopter program had breached the 
critical Nunn-McCurdy threshold. As a result of this, as well as the subsequent review of the 
program in building the President's FY 2010 budget submission, the decision was made to cancel 
the VH-71 program. 

The VH-71 Increment I aircraft lacks the inherent capability necessary to meet the full 
. operational requirements of Presidential Helicopter Replacement Program, and does not offer a 

cost effective long-term solution to meet the requirements of the Presidential helicopter mission. 

The President's FY 2010 Budget requests funding to extend the service lives ofthe 
VH-3D and VH-60N. In total, the service life extension is currently estimated to cost about 
$500M over the life of the program. The cost of terminating the VH-71 prime contract is being 
developed by the VH-71 prime contractor and will be negotiated with the contracting officer over 
the coming year. This total is significantly less than the amount that would have been needed to 
complete development of Increment 1, procure· additional Increment 1 aircraft and logistics 
support, and develop configuration improvements required for long tenn operation. Accordingly, 
the contracting officer has prudently implemented the cancellation decision by issuing a notice of 
termination. 

Because there remains the need to replace the current fleet of Presidential helicopters, the 
Navy is preparing a plan to develop options for a Presidential helicopter replacement program. 
Part ofthat plan will include evaluation oftechnologies developed under the VH-71 program to 
identify potential benefit to other programs. If I can be of further assistance, please let me 
know. 

cc: 
The Honorable C. W. Bill Young JP\ 
Ranking Member · ,..,. 
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to begin in fiscal year 2011 will only disguise the immediate need, and 
significantly delay development. The options for potential competitors will remain 
much the same in 2011. 

Additionally, the Administration, in its fiscal year 2010 budget request only 
asked for $85 million in program· termination costs. The Navy, by its own 
admission has stated that it expects cancellation costs to approach $555 million, 
and would require an additional $4.4 billion to extend the life of the current aging 
fleet. Given these estimates, it would appear that poor business decisions are being 
made regarding this replacement program and that determinations are being made 
based on public perception. 

In light of these concerns, we urge you to reconsider your decision, and 
commit to a Presidential helicopter fleet consisting of the currently developed 
Increment I aircraft. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter, and for your· continued 
dedicated work for our nation's defense. 

Sincerely, 

~;M~ . uh:rman 
Defense Subcommittee 
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«nngr~ss of tq.e lltnit.elr ~tat£& 
Rttsltington, lt(!t 20515 

President Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20502 

Dear Mr. President: 

April 30, 2009 

As your Administration considers its detailed Fiscal Year 2010 budget priorities, we 
write to express our strong support for fully funding the Delaware River Mainstem 
Channel Deepening Project in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' budget. 

Authorized by Congress in 1992, this project will deepen the Delaware River's main 
shipping channel from 40 feet to 45 feet. Deepening the main channel will make 
transportation more efficient and reduce costs, thus creating additional business 
opportunities and growing employment at the port communities along the Delaware 
River. • 

This project is both economically justified and environmentally sound. Following 
recommendations made by the U.S. Government Accountability Office in 2002, the 
Army Corps conducted a comprehensive economic reanalysis of the project which 
indicated that it would yield a net benefit of $1.15 for every dollar spent. An economic 
update in 2008 indicated a net benefit of $1.25 for every dollar spent. 

Following execution of a Project Partnership Agreement in June 2008, the Anny 
Corps performed an additional environmental assessment of existing and new 
information generated since the project's 1997 Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Statement. This environmental assessment, published in April 2009, concluded that 
changes to the project or project conditions since the 1997 SEIS will not have a 
significant adverse effect on the environment. 

Accordingly, we strongly support this project and respectfully request that you 
prioritize it in the Fiscal Year 201 0 budget for the Army Corps of Engineers. Thank you 
for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~~~· Robert P. Casey, Jr. 

PRINTED ON RECYI;UO PAPER 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
The Office of Secretary of Defense 
1155 Defense Pentagon Way 
Room 30921 
Washington, DC 20301 

May 20,2009 

We are writing to convey our support for the Army plan to assign an additional Brigade 
Combat Team {BCT) to the 3rd Infantry Division at Fort Stewart and Hunter Army Air Field, 
Georgia. We share your expressed concern for the great hardship endured by the soldiers 
and their families and agree with your guiding principle to prevent the under-manning of units 
for combat while changing the policy on stop-loss. We believe the plan to bring the 51

h BCT 
to Fort Stewart is in concert with the guiding principle of your statement on April 61

h and will 
continue the progress made in revitalizing our armed forces. 

Unquestionably, Fort Stewart is, for numerous strategic reasons, an ideal location for 
the Army to grow. But just as important it is imperative that the Army and the Department of 
Defense not lose sight of the issue of reliance-that state and ·local governments and the 
civic and business leaders relied on the request of the Army and the Department to be ready 
to accommodate these soldiers and their families. Accordingly, they have already invested 
about $450 million dollars in anticipation of the arrival of the BCT. 

While we recognize the extensive military analysis and fiscal constraints required in 
determining the location of a BCT, we firmly believe that it is in the best interest of the 
Department of Defense to take into full account the investment at Fort Stewart and Hunter 
Army Air Field made by local communities long ago. The communities made these decisions 
by taking to heart the clear assurance from Department leaders that the BCT was coming. 
They responded to the Department's requests to provide the essential private sector support 
in advance of the arrival of the Brigade. In deciding this issue, we believe the Army and the 
Department must consider the extensive, good faith reliance of its partner community. The 
Department must live ·UP to its commitments. It must not break its word. 

The City of Hinesville, the surrounding communities, and the State of Georgia have 
demonstrated unwavering support for soldiers and families over many years. The area now is 
clearly recognized as one of the most Army-friendly installation in the U.S. Community 
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leaders have faithfully and diligently worked with the Department and the private sector to 
ensure that the facilities and infrastructure is ready to receive the additional brigade. To date 
the community's investment of about $450 million in preparation for the expected growth to 
include $72 million in public school projects and other public sector infrastructure investment. 
The State of Georgia has again expanded its acclaimed HOPE Scholarship program to 
further extend the access to military families for full tuition, room and board to any Georgia 
public college or university for students who graduate from high school with a B average. 

We believe adding the 461h BCT in the Army to Fort Stewart would enhance the 
immediate operational effectiveness of the 3rd Infantry Division at the Fort Stewart and Hunter 
Army Air Field. When taking into consideration the emerging Center of Maneuver Excellence 
at Fort Benning and the growing presence of the BCTs at Fort Stewart, the Army has an 
exceptional home base in the state of Georgia to meet all mission challenges for our nation's 
defense. Resources are already either in place or pending final construction to swiftly 
accommodate the arrival of the new Brigade and their families. No other U.S installation can 
so effectively and quickly meet these needs. Commanders would have an Army unit with 
maximum adaptability and capability to meet combat requirements. Soldiers would be able to 
focus on their training, knowing that their families are settling into an installation and 
community that continues to welcome and accommodate them. 

fort Stewart's strategic location in southeast Georgja makes it easily accessible by 
road, rail and sea, Hunter Army Air Field provides a strategic Airborne Point of Entry for unit 
deployment. Movement to ports takes place in hours vice days and weeks. At 280,000 acres, 
Fort Stewart is the largest military installation east of the Mississippi River. The Army has 
invested some $670 million at Fort Stewart and Hunter Army Air Field in the past three years 
making it one of the most modern and efficient installations in the nation with additional 
construction pending for increased capacity. Training is efficient and cost effective due to the 
installation's digital multipurpose range training complex and other facilities located within 
minutes of the cantonment areas. Fort Stewart and Hunter Army Air Field also has no 
significant environmental impact or encroachment issues. Just this month Fort Stewart and 
Hunter Army Air Field won its fourth Army Community of Excellence installation award. 

Accordingly, it is our request that the Department continue as originally planned to 
expand growth at Fort Stewart through the assignment of the additional BCT without 
adversely affecting the alignment of the current forces stationed at Fort Stewart and Fort 
Benning. We urge you to meet with Fort Stewart community leaders in the near future and 
permit them the opportunity to directly share their views and additional information on this 
issue. 
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Thank you for your distinguished service to our nation and thank you for your 
consideration of this letter. 

Sincerely, 

Paul Broun 

Hank Johnson Nathan Deal 

• 

/;., Jkt?-l/ 
~;,:n Marshall 

David Scott 
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CHARlES B. RANGEL 
15TH CONGAESSIONAL 01Sl'RICT 

NEW YORK 

COMMIITEE: 

WAYS AND MEANS 

JOINT COMMITIE!i: 
ON TAXATION 

CHAIRMAN 

~ongrt~S$ of tbt Wnittb ~tattS$ 
l$ouse of 1\eprt~tntatibts 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington DC 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

May 14,2009 

I cQmmend your decision to investigate the recent fatal shooting of five service members 
at Camp Liberty in Iraq in order to identify shortcomings in menta! health care for troops 
deployed in war zones. 

This incident highlights not only the inherent danger to our deployed troops, even on 
their own bases, but the potential psychological consequences of combat stress and 
repeated deployments. The incident at Camp Liberty, as well as the growing incidences 
of suicide in the ranks, make it clear that more must be done to address the mental and 
psychological well-being of our men and women in uniform. The number of cases of 
suicide in the military has increased dramatically since the Vietnam War, reaching an all­
time high of 128 cases in 2008. 

I atn horrified at the thought that the terrible slaughter in Iraq could easily have occurred 
in hometown, U.S.A. I agree with the calls for expansion of psychological testing during 
deployments in war zones. But I believe it is equally important to provide for intensive 
mandatory psychological evaluations of members of the armed forces immediately prior 
to aeparation :as a pr~cautionary step in the transition to civilian life. 

As a veteran of the Korean War, I have experienced the difficulty oftransitioning to the 
real world after a stint in combat. The situation is worse today. That is why I have 
introduced legislation (H.R. 1963) which would require all those separating from active 
duty to receive counseling in how to repackage their military skills, where and how to 
find employment, along with physical and psychological testing. The growing incidences 
of post-separation domestic violence, PTSD and suicide, demands that we do more for 
those who have contributed so much to our country. 

I strongly urge you to expand your Camp Liberty investigation in order to determine the 
need for this universal mandatory approach. It seems clear to me that dealing with the 
difficulties of earning a living in a shrinking economy is increasingly fraught with 
uncertainty and stress, such as we've never seen before. 

GEORGE A. DALLEY 
CHIEF OF STAFF 

JAMES E. CAPEL 
DISTRICT DIRECTOR 

WASHINGT"ON OFFICe DISTRICT OFFiCE 

0 2354 RAYSUAN HovSE OFFICE BUilDING 

WASHINGrDN, DC 2o515-3215 

TELEPHD .. E: (2021 225-4366 

FAX: {202) 225-(1816 PLEASE RESPOND To OFFICE CHECKED 

0 163 WEST 125TH STREET 

New Yono. NY 100Z7 
TElE ... ONE: 1212) 663-3900 

FAX: (212t 663-4277 
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Mr. Secretary, with full appreciation for your commitment to the welfare of our troops, I 
am prepared to work with you, Chairman Ike Skelton, and Chairman Jolm Murtha to find 
ways to address these issues. 

Thank you for your consideration, and I look forward to working with you. 

Sincerely, 

cc: ice Committee 
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Hon. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington. D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

It~. _,..~of l\qttefent.rtiUes 
..,.qtol(, ac 20515..,.0035 

ONE ti~l'lUAEDI:J£it£N'fN coNGRESS 

May 21,2009 

We are writing to express our concern about the Department of Defense Health 
lnfonnation Technology (Health IT) systems. The committee has long expressed concern about 
how the department has managed its Health IT systems, and recent events have only deepened 
those fears. 

A joint hearing on the Department of Defense Health IT systems was held on March 24, 
2009, by the subcommittee on Military Personnel, with oversight responsibility for the Military 
Health System, and the subcommittee on Terrorism and Unconventional Threats and 
Capabilities, with oversight responsibility for Department of Defense Infonnation Technology 
programs. At that hearing, we heard from the military services about the difficulties they have 
encountered with Health IT systems, specifically problems with the system known as AHLT A. 
We were encouraged that the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs and his staff 
agreed that there are serious problems with the Health IT systems. We were further encouraged 
when they presented what appeared to be an ambitious and comprehensive plan to overhaul the 
system that would address all of the issues raised by the services and would provide the best 
Health IT system possible for the department's beneficiaries. 

At that hearing, we were assured that the Department was committed to moving forward 
with their proposed solution, but that cost details could not be discussed because both the Fiscal 
Year 2009 supplemental request and the Fiscal Year 20 I 0 budget request were still in 
preparation. 

During our review of the Fiscal Year 2010 budget justification materials, we were 
swprised to find no mention of the plan referenced by Health Affairs during the March hearing. 
Further, a review of the Fiscal Year 2009 supplemental request did not tum up any mention of 
the proposed solution. Most recently, in tm.'timony during ttre May 15, 2009. hearing on the 



Defense Health Program budget, the Acting Principle Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
Health Affairs and the Chief Information Officer failed to provide any additional insight into the 
cost of the proposed solution. 

We find this troubling. It calls into question the ability of the department to deliver on 
the commitments made by Health Affairs during the March hearing, as well as the promise of a 
Joint Virtual Lifetime Electronic Record recently announced by you and Secretary Shin~i. at 
least for health information. We therefore respectfully request that you look into the situation 
and report back to the committee with the actual status and content of any plan or strategy to 
improve the Department of Defense Health IT systems, as well as projected costs and a budget 
submission schedule. We look forward to discussing your findings. 

Very truly yours. 

Chairwoman 
Subcommittee on Military Personnel 

2;/ 
dam Smith 

Chairman 
Subcommittee on Terrorism 
Unconventional Threats and Capabilities 

SDI AS/JW/JM:dk 

~'2.0~ 
·· Joe Wilson 

Ranking Member 

·'J~· 
·, ' . . : ' ' . 
: . . . : . 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

June 9, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG. FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS, (ENTVO<Y 
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
RODNEYP. FREUNGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TOOO TIAHRT, KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LA THAII/I, IOWA 
ROBERT B. AllERHOL 'T, ALABAMA 
JOANN EMERSON, MISSOVAI 
KAY GRANGER, TEJ<M 
MICHAEL K. SNPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIRK. ILLINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. ReHBERG. MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER, T£XAS 
RODNEY ALEXANDER, \.OUISIAI\IA 
KEN CALVERT. CALIFORNIA 
JO BONNEFI, ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE. OHIO 
TOM COLE, OUAI-IOMA 

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY PHETO 

T£LEPHONE' 
12021225-2171 

On March 23rd, I wrote to you asking you to review your Department's 
policy on outsourcing and suggesting that you halt A-76 studies pending the Office 
of Management and Budget's (O:MB's) review of the A-76 program pending the 
Office ofManagement and Budget's review of the A-76 program. I requested a 
prompt reply. · 

I was disappointed with the response that I received on April 28th, from your 
former Undersecretary for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics which largely 
restated the facts contained in my letter to you. The response also stated that the 
"Department is reviewing the current (A-76) program". This response appears to 
misstate what is indeed occurring within the Defense Department and does not 
address my concerns. 

Originally, the OMB Circular A-76 process was to be used as a tool to 
determine the most efficient source for performing "commercial" work - either in 
the public or private sector. The use of the OMB Circular A-76 process was 
extensively criticized by the Government Accountability Office (GAO) in two 
2008 reports. According to GAO, the O:MB guidance for the A-76 process was 
flawed. As a result, there may have been inadequate tracking of costs and savings 
but moreover, there are serious concerns that agencies, particularly DoD, had 
started privatization studies in response to arbitrary targets. Moreover, the DoD 
Inspector General has found that an OMB error in the A-76 calculation of 

11~111111 
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"overhead" could wrongly and unfairly result in the outsourcing of workload. 
However, DoD has recently used OMB A-76 to push more and more work into the 
private sector. Indeed, in fiscal year 2008, DoD more than doubled spending for 
contractor provided services compared to the amount it spent a decade ago but 
your Department has been unable to answer basic questions such as how many 
contractors and subcontractors there are and their average salaries. 

To halt the continued conversion of functions to contractor performance 
until the Administration could conduct a thorough review of its a-76 policy, the 
Fiscal Year 2009 Omnibus Appropriations Act includes a government-wide 
moratorium on beginning or announcing any A-76 studies. In addition, the 
President has announced a broader review of" ... when governmental outsourcing 
for services is and is not appropriate ... " Yet, the Defense Department is 
continuing to move forward with numerous public-private competition studies that 
were in progress before the moratorium took effect, and without further validation 
of estimated savings, to include converting government functions to contractors. 

Therefore I once again, strongly this time, recommend that you immediately 
suspend all ongoing activities related to OMB Circular A-76 studies, including the 
conversion of functions performed by federal employees to contractor performance 
and I recommend that you do so for the remainder of Fiscal Year 2009. 

I once again request a prompt response from you to this letter. 

Respectfully, 

(\~ () ~~ 
a~ P.Murtha 
Gh:irman 
Defense Subcommittee 



' . 
Unlike some of my Republican colleagues, I have the utmost confidence in the men and women of our armed 
forces to securely detain these prisoners anywhere in the nation. But I am sure you agree that Level II or Level 
Ill facilities such as Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, WPNSTA, Charleston, SC, or Fort Knox, KY are better 
equipped to house these prisoners. Ideally, the Guantanamo detainees will be held in appropriate locations 
overseas. But if that is not possible, they should be held in Level II or Level III secure facilities with excess 
capacity and a history of perfonning this kind of mission. MCB Quantico does not fit those criteria. 

GCIHA 
cc: Secretary Robert Gates 

Attorney General Eric Holder, Jr. 

Sincerely, 

Gerald E. Connolly 
Meinber of Congress 
11th District. Virginia 
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President Barack Obama 
The White House 

Qiougrrss of th,e ~iuitdr ~tat.es 
J!{otttte crf Jl\epres.enhdines 

STEVE ISRAEL 
Second District, New York 

May 11,2009 

1600 Pennsylvania A venue, N .W. 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President, 

/?'t:l~_5/J 
WASf<INGTON OFFICEo 

2457 RAYBURN HOUSE' OFFICE: BVtliJING 
WASHINGTON, DC 2061 !5 
f'I..ONE: (2()2) 225-3335 
fA~; (2021225-466$ 

!)I STRICT OFFICE· 

150 MOTOR PARKWAY, SUITE 108 
HAUPPAUGE, NV 11799 
PHONe: (631) 951-2210 
PHONE: (5161 505-1448 

FAX: (6311 951-3308 

I am writing to ask that you consider immediately issuing an Executive Order 
barring investigations Wlder Don't Ask Don't Tell (DADT) given the growing support in 
Congress for an outright repeal of this prejudicial law. 

As you know, since DADT was implemented in 1994 more than 12,500 men and 
women have been discharged from military service. According to 2005 infonnation from 
the Government Accountability Office, roughly 800 of those discharged were 'mission­
critical' specialists, which would include intelligence analysts and linguists. Just last 
week, U.S. Army Lt. Dan Choi, a West Point graduate who served in the New York 
National Guard and is fluent in Arabic, was dismissed Wider DADT . 

. DADT is a discriminatory policy that has deprived our military of badly needed 
skills, talent, and experience. While our overextended military bravely fights battles on 
nwnerous fronts, we cannot afford to endure a prejudicial law that results in the dismissal 
of some of our best and brightest and leaves certain units shorthanded. We are critically 
short personnel in some of these areas. 

It's also worth noting that DADT is fiscally irresponsible- a Blue Ribbon 
Commission Report noted that the cost to replace and train those service members 
discharged between 1994 through 2003 was nearly $363 million. Twenty-six other 
countries, including Great Britain and Israel, have lifted their bans. It's time for the 
United States to do the same. 

A bill to overturn DADT has been introduced in congress, and currently has 140 
bipartisan cosponsors. It would replace Don't Ask Don't Tell with a policy of 
nondiscrimination. Because this is a sign that Congress will eventually act to overturn 
DADT, and because of our critical and immediate military needs, this issue should not 



t ' 

need to wait for an Act of Congress. Please consider issuing an Executive Order for the 
sake of our nation, for our military, and for those that seek to fight for our country. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

;;::~ 
Steve lsmel 
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maalfington, •• an515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

June 23, 2009 

We write to respectfully request your attention to and engagement on a long-standing issue that 
relates to the unequa1 treatment of the U.S. territories due to a regulatory exclusion of Invitational Travel 
Orders (ITOs) to the territories by the services. The source of this discriminatory policy is Department of 
Defense Directive number 45 1 S .12 secti<)D 5.2.3 which stipulates that "The Secretaries of the Military 
Departments are delegated the authority unilaterally to extend invitations for sponsored non~reimbursable 
non-multi-departmental travel within the SO United States to members (other than newly elected) and 
employees of the Congress ... ". Despite the strategic importance and contribution to National Security 
and a significant military presence in the U.S. territories, the aforementioned directive excludes ITOs to 
the territories. 

In tlt.e past, the Office of tlt.e Secretary of Defense has favorably resolved restrictions on non­
committee Congressional staff traveling to the territories by issuing special exemptions th~ allowed for 
ITOs to the territories. The following Congressional Staff Delegations occ\ll"red as a result of this type of 
special exemption: U.S. Marine Corps House Liaison-organized STAFPDEL to Guam, Saipan, and 
Tinian in February 2002, Navy OLA-organized ST AFFDEL to Guam and Hawaii in April 2003, U.S. 
Pacific Command-organized ST AFFDEL to Guam and Hawaii in August 2006, and most recently a Navy 
OLA-organized STAFFDEL to Guam in Aprii1JJ(TJ. 

These staff delegations provided a venue for non-committee Congressional staff to learn about 
our nation's military operations in the territories in a comprehensive and astute manner that would be 
impossible to. replicate from a distance. However, several services have since requested ST AFFDELs to 
the territories and were subsequently denied. We are concerned that current regulations are impeding the 
Services ability to execute and complete their missions in the territories by hindering their ability to fully 
inform non-committee Congressional staff. 

We have attempted to work to resolve this issue with your predecessor; however, we were unable 
to get any traction and the discriminatory regulation remains. We hope that with your engagement and 
assistance, the regulatory exclusion of non-committee staff ITOs to the territories will be pennanently 
lifted. Such a resolution would be non-discriminatory and would contribute to the Services ability to 
complete their missions in the territories. 

We look forward to working witb you and appreciate your attention to this issue. 

~ 
ERCROMBm 

PRINTED ON FIECYCU:D PAPER 
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Clungress of tire lnitd 6tatu 
WaaJrinpatT, II 20515 

'lbc Honorable R.obort Gates 
Sectetary of~ 
1000 De&mso Pcot.gon 
W~DC20301 

Dear Seaetary O.CS: 

No. 3335 P. 2 

Our pmd forces in Iraq and Af&banist8a have benefited fivm the d&Velopment­
fielclina of11amc n:siSI8Dt combat miforms that are made of chnblc material that bRatbea well 
yet pmtce~B tbci:t rddn from tim. In 2007, after a 1Ul1 compelition, the Amt.y'' PRO-Soldier and 
USMC"s PM-CIB diose a mm:ria1 named ''Defender M'" for die 11M' UDifof'tn$. We applaud tlte 
mililary•s cfforb to chsUr:op the US tutilc ·iadnslry to uppado tbc bum protc:ction for soldier.~ 
to ma:t 1bc. dm::at oftodlly' s risks and cnvinmulc:ntll burdeas in 1bc1Ecr. 

All of1bc uaufaduring for 1bo yam~. fabrics, 8lld 1lllifomta is doN in 1be U.S. with over 
10.000 jobiiiiOCilded with .makiq these valuable uniforms. Ibis is a thriving U.S. 
IDIIIIIfactarin apability because of lhe ability to import lba buic fibam DOt fouad or mlde 
IKn. The matcrial"s flame resistant and IRathabJo properliel offer supc:riot procectioo aad 
CIJ.IDfbf"-. ad they dc::rive ftom impmted flame n:sislllnt I&JOil (PR. Rayon) fibaa made in tbe BU 
with l1lW materials mt found in the UDitlld Slates. ADo, domestic rayon IDIIDufacturinS is 
defiaact. in )lilt due to BP A regulllion.t. Our 11oop3. tbal, are beDcfitiq fium fibc1'11bat are. by 
aeceaity, imported. 

Our amuad forces have amess to 1hcir ~ve uoiforin bcc1118C of a Berty 
Amendment wana allowing importation ofdacfibcn for mmufilcturinl into y11111, fabric ml 
UDi1brms. ThD cumlllt ii"ft>-yc:ar waiver was neaod*d between b CollpR ad the last 
AdmillislralioD llld was iacludecl in.tbe FYOI NaiOMI Defrme AulboMslion A«.. We believe 
d11l1hia should bcJ a pc:unanent ~. as a bencfic:ial and life.saviDg matrrial manutictmed by 
a U.S. eliJ should be exc:mpt &om restrictions. 

If in 1he futun~. a domestic substitute fiber that mec1s ft!quiamHmU is fouod. obtains 
pc:uaits for Rl81lUfacturiat acbiews sufticient C8pitaliJ4doo fbt production. and is mann&c:tured 

-. die compauics maldng 1be DWerial and the UDif.Ortns wDI quietly be able to migrate to the 
.,_fiber. Such a possibility is DOt foreseen in 1be n:asoaable fidDre. 

We aeek your COID8leots on dlelllrifolml and thcit uaility and on tho merits of 1he waiwr 

u-~~to~--·~~d~ 

--~--
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Semury Oates 
Ro: Combat Uniform. DefeDdet M 
June 26~ 2009 
Paplofl 

~o. J335 P. 3 

JoBonner 
Member of.Coqress 

~.flG~ 
Memba' ofCo~Jctas 



Jul. 10. 2009 12:34PM 

. Gtnngr.ess uf t~2 11nittb §tate 
••sfyingtun, il« 20515 

Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

July 10,2009 

No. 2701 P. 2 

We are requesting a· briefing on the draft Request for Proposal (RFP) for the KC­
X acquisition, prior to its release to industry. 

As members of the United States House of Representatives, we are most 
interested in understanding the intended evaluation and criteria from the previous source 
selection and the rationale for those changes. In addition. we want to understand the 
steps the Department has taken to address the areu of concern indentified by the June 18, 
2008, General Accountability Office KC~X Nling. 

A:s. you may recall, durins your testimony before the U.S. Senate Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Defense on June 8, 2009, you stated that you would ·~share the draft 
RFP here in Congress as bema a transparent process." . 

Mr. Secretary. we appreciate your stated commitment to move forward quickly in 
an open and transparent manner with this acquisition effort and Jook: forward to your 
response to this request. To schedule this briefing, please contact Jon Hand with 
Congressman Jo Bonner at {202) 225-4931. 

JoBonner 
United States Representative 

First District- Alabama 

Smcerely, 

PRINTED ON II!CYCLID PAPSI IIIII 
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Mike 
U~Su~sR!~~~muuve 

Third District- Alabama 

Pad:er VI~.~ 
Um~S~sR~•~s~=nu~ve 
Fifth District- Alabama 

ArturDavis 
United States Representative 
Seventh District ;.. Alabama 

No. 2701 P. 3 

' . .,. 

~~ 
Robert Aderholt 

United States Representative 
Fourth District- Alabama 
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Congressional Black Caucus 
OF THE 11111 UNHED STATES CnNilRESS 
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Change Coqrse, Confront Crises, Continua the Legacy 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Deparbnent of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

June 29, 2009 

As members of Congress, we are writing to express our conrerns over the 
d.elay of the mandated Military Leadership Diversity Commission as well as 
the larger issue of diversity in the anned services' upp~ leadership. 

This Commission is the fruit of numerous meetings between senior members 
of the armed services, the Pentagon and the Congressional· Black Caucus 
dating back to 2007 and it remains a priority. And as you know, the 2008 
National Defense Authorization Act created the Commission with the intent of 
having it begin its work no later than 120 days from the biltts passage. 
Understandably, with the change in Administration there has been some delay 
find only recently have certain appointments been made; however the 
comprehensive evaluation and assessment of the promotion, recruitment and 
retention policies that the Commission will undertake are of the utmost 
importance. As members of Congress · we remain very inrerested in this 
Commission's work we ask to be kept abreast of the Commission's status as 
well as its findings. 

In many ways the strength of our nation is in its diversity. and similarly we 
\li.e"W diversity as an issue of national security. Diversity of experience, 
talents, backgrowuis and capabilities provides out nation and our armed 
services with the widened aperture we need to deal with the many problems 
facing us in the future, and the Commission's work will give Congress a better 
idea of how to address the continuing issues hampering our senior military 
service members. 



Hon. Robert Oates 
June 29, 2009 
Page2 

We do not need to tell you of the acute underrepresentation of minority officers at the 
General and Flag level and given that it takes more than 25 years to grow a General or 
Flag Officer, change wiU be a slow process. We remain very interested to hear what the 
Office of the Secretary of Defense is doing with regards to the recruitment and the 
retention of minority officers as our armed services of the future should look more like 
the America it represents among all ofits ranks. 

The U.S. military has long been at the forefront of maximizing diversity in our nation, but 
we must continue to build on past successes. We know that the effort to build upon that 
diversity is a goal that we share, and we look forward to continued partnership on these 
issues. 

Sincerely, 

Hon. Barbara Lee 
Chairwoman 
Congressional Black Caucus 

"?ir¥¥~~ez4~~1q:..--!,C~::-.--~~; 
Cbainnan · 
Committee on Homeland Security 

PAGE 2 



HENRY A. WAXMAN. CALIFOfiNIA 

CHAIRMAN 

ONE HUNDRED TENTH CONGRESS 

QCongrt'U of tbt llnittb 6tatt5 
lJouse of .BtpnJ:tntatlbtll 

TOM DAVIS. VIRGINIA 

RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 

COMMiffiE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM 

The Honomble Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 

2151 RAYBURN HOUSE 0Fl'ICE BuiLDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6143 

M•~ (XJ:II22f.-0011 

"*""""' c.a2122!>-»74 

November 19, 2008 

United States Department of Defense 
1 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington~ D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

We write to express concern about current implementation plans for the 
Defense Integrated Military Human Resources System (DIMHRS). We are very 
concerned this program has not taken into consideration all of the Army's requirements 
and specifically, the unique needs of the men and women ofthe National Guard. 

Over the last few years, the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
has investigated and uncovered long standing problems resulting from numerous 
military service unique personnel and pay systems, including accurately paying 
military personnel on time and monitoring and tracking them to, from, and within their 
duty stations. In 2004, we held hearings focusing on Army Reserve and National 
Guard troops receiving inaccurate pay due to a lack of integration in Anny personnel 
and pay systems, and exacerbated by the thousands of reservists deployed to Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

In 2005 and 2006, the Committee held hearings on the fmancial hardships 
created for injured Army National Guard and Reserve soldiers due to disjointed pay 
and personnel offices. More recently, during our 2007-2008 hearing's on issues facing 
wounded soldiers, Defense Department officials testified that some of the 
administration challenges facing wounded soldiers would be addressed ooder 
DIMHRS. During all of these hearings, we were promised that most of the 
administrative problems would be solved when DIMHRS was adopted. 

As you know, our wait for solutions promised with the deployment ofDIMHRS 
continues. DOD has planned five DIMHRS deployment dates for the Army alone; 
from the first in April 2006, to the most recent in March 2009. In 2005, the 
Government Accountability Office (GAO) reported to our Committee that DOD was 
not managing the DIMHRS program effectively, including defining requirements 
needed by each military service. 



The Hon. Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
November 19, 2008 

Page2of3 

This month, GAO reported that requirements difficulties remain, particularly 
with the communications between DOD and the Army. A September 12, 2008 memo 
from the Departmentofthe Army, Enterprise Information Systems Program Executive 
Officer to Major General Darryl Scott at the Department of Defense Business 
Transfonnation Agency (BT A) lists "critical mission show stoppers" for the Anny' s 
deployment ofDIMHRS and expresses concern about what will be done by BTA to 
"ensure a fully mission capable DIMHRS product." 

On October 3, 2008, Lieutenant General Clyde A. Vaughn, Director of the 
Army National Guard issued a memo stating that the current development ofDIMHRS 
''does not meet the Army National Guard's critical needs," and disappointment at a 
"significant lack of proven functionality to pay and account for soldiers." 

Furthermore, the Adjutants General of the United States have also expressed 
serious concerns about major deficiencies that remain between the Army requirements 
and those requirements of the Army National Guard. 

Unlike active duty personnel, a National Guard member can be carried in 
several pay categories with varying entitlements during one pay period. There also 
appears to be a lack of positive funds control inside and outside of the current 
DIMHRS configuration to account for these pay and allowances. The State Adjutants 
General also are worried about the transition oflegacy system data into the new system 
that if not corrected before implementation in March 2009, would produce disastrous 
payment errors. The State Adjutants General also cite lack of accessibility, security, 
and training and support, as major issues that might prevent Army Guard soldiers from 
getting paid timely and accurately. 

;, ~ 

As our Committee hearings since 2003 have focused on the ~any problems that 
arise with paying Anny Guard and Reserve soldiers under the old stove-piped, 
disjointed and paper intensive system, we are incredulous that DI.MHRS does not 
address or solve these issues for the men and women of the National Guard. 



The Hon. Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 

November 19, 2008 
Page3of3 

We ask that you look into these unaddressed requirements immediately and 
look forward to working with you to see that these issues are addressed. The 
Government Accountability Office tells us that DOD estimates the cost of DIMHRS 
from FY98 through fiscal year FY 2009 to be approximately one billion dollars. It is 
imperative we get a system that addresses the needs of all our military members; not 
justa few. 

ep. Chri topher ~ 
~(Jbdlr~ 
.,~d~~ 

Sincerely, 

Rep. Dennis Kucinich 

Rep. Darrell lssa 



([ongress of t{Je llntttb ~tatts 
B.a!it)ington. :mt 205t0 

January 30,2009 

We write regarding OMB Circular A-76 review of installation management fwlctions 
under 1he Defense L~isties Agency Enterprise Support orgaJJization (DES). It is our 
understanding that Department of Defense's Competitive Sourcing Official is 
disinclined to request by the Defense Lojistics Agency (DLA) to undertake an 
intemal effort as an alternative means of ensuring workplace efficiency 
and cost savings. 

Upon reviewing the recent concerns raised by the General Accountability Office 
regarding the level achieved under OMB Circular A-76, and the information 
provided to our regarding DLA's alternate approach, it appears the latter offers a 
viable alternative that result in savings more quickly. 

Given our mutual tntct~st in ensuring the DES mission is a«llmplished in an efficient 
and cost-effective we respectfully request the Department to give all due 
consideration to the re-engineering etl'ortdeveloped byDLA. 

We look forward to 

Sincerely, 

aWJ( 
~~4·•~' 
1fU_ p( t{)c:--1 

~-,~ 

11111111 
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~lniteh ~tabs ~euatr 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

February 2, 2009 

The Honorable Robert Oates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 000 

Dear Secretary Gates Admiral Mullen: 

Admiral Mike MuHen 
Chainnan of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
9999 The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20318-9999 

We aPJ)reciate the di11:ctcll focus you have brought to the National Guard and Reserves through 
recent directives, decisions, and other actions.. In our September 26, 2008 letter, we 
asked you to look at the of transparency and accountability in 1he purchase and distribution 
of equipment for tht Guard and Reserves. We would appreciate an update on the 
Department's efforts to these challenges, which have prevented equipment slated for the 
reserve components actually entering Guard and Reserves inventories. 

We have received· a .... ..,ll...,. of interim responses, including letters that referred our inquiry to the 
Under Secretary of (Comptroller) and, later, to the Under Secretary for Acquisition, 
Teclmology and We look forward to a more detailed response on how the Department 
actually plans to account the appropriated dollars provided for National Guard and Reserve 
equipment. 

Given its constitutional atumnty and paramount responsibility to the American people, Congress 
has a deep interest in transparency. Establishing a budget and execution plan that 

· provides transparency accountability of Guard and Reserve equipment funding is also a key 
recommendation of the on the National Guard and Reserves. We understand that 
that the Dcpartnient of acknowledges the need for corrective action. 

We would appreciate an on the Department's plans to cnswe greater accountability for 
National Guard and equipment In particular, please advise on the status of evaluating 
the viability of such prc,_,.:sals as delineating Guard and Reserve funding requests within the 
Services' annual requests or Congress creating a separate appropriation for National 
Guard and Reserve requirements. 

~ 
PATRlCK LEAHY 
Co-Chair 
U.S. Senate National 

CHRISTOPHER S. BOND 
Co-Chair 
U.S. Senate National Guard Caucus 



ilJftnimt ~ttltm i'cnan 
OP~Mnirif;:,QN ARMEP SfllWlCE$• 
wxsflir4GTON, oc:2o51!Hloso 

February 2, 2009 

The Honorable KOI:~ctrt 
&.=c.retaty· of I>efe1ns. 
10.00 Defenset"'en1tatc>n 
Washington~ D.c:~ .· 

Thankyou rnw•:vnt·lr le.tte.r of January .2 7 t regarding the Oeparp:nent's use, gf 
tetired military· as "8urrogates'! to make the former Adrrtihisttatitln'scase 
in the media.. As · indicate in your l~t;ter, the Inspeet()r General ftnutd no 
improper or illegal·· ·· the pert of the· Department'·s Public Affairs. 
personnel and . . that information briefings provided to retire.;! military 
officers -did not legal.prohibitwns against the use of appropriated funds ;for 
publicity 'Or purposes. 

However; thellnsrpec~tor Gcmer~l also fQ.und :thatth~ I)epartm~nt eXcluded a 
retired General . · further partic.ipation iri the prograril beca~ ofhis 'comments 
crititaiofthe · ofthe.lraqwar. The report also confirmsthat·a~uior DOD 
.PubliQ Af;tldrs . . ·sent art e-mail urging th~ Depart:m.ent to eultivate a core 
group of"teliably . . . retired m:ii;tary:anfllysts "ihatwe can.counton to· carry 
our wafet<" I do: think it.$hotwld be accep1tlble for DOD offieials'to cut off 
outside ·who express ·critical opinions, or to. use ;access to 
information to political allies in· the press. I fthis. conduct is .not illegal C>r 
improper under law or regulatiQns~ f. believe that:those 'laws and 
regu:lations'neecho changed. I would app_reCiate ifyou would review the 
applicable Jaws . and g~U~~ckto: rne wjth yo:ur v~e~. 

Also, while · report finds insuftlclentevid.~mceto detenninethat any 
contrae1dt cpmpetitiv~ advantage as a: result of.its: ties to retired military 
analystS~·the,1epart. · to ·assess wltethet·the re~ired military analysts themselves 
obtained·finan(!jal t1· ~ne:ttts·trom contractors·as·a result oftheirfavorable access to 
000 information: officials. Th~ report alsQ .~oncludes that it was app~opd~te .. 
for the Department employ :a contractor to :ensure that the comro~ntacy of retired 

ll~lllllll~i1flnliiiiiilllll 



military analysts ...... n .... ,. ..... ..~ accurate information." However, the purpose of the 
contract, as detailed the report, was not to determine whether the commentary 
was "accurate", but whether it was favorable- i.e., to determine "how 
coverage reflects or to reflect DoD stated policies or views (as expressed by 
its spokespeople representatives)." The report fails to assess whether it 
was appropriate to an outside contractor to determine which analysts were 
most supponive of views. 

I would 
additional review 

Thank you 

a-

if you would task the Inspector General to conduct an 
analysis to address these issues. · 

your attention to this important matter. 

Carl Levin 
Chairman 



1anitrd· ~tatts ~matt 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

March l J. 2009 

were infOf'D'Uid that the Dopartment of Defense is considcrins 
acquisition of a new Air F«ee aerial refueling tanker. As the co­

Tanker Caucus. we believe that any additional postponement of the 
l'e-1~italmttion program will have a serious and unneoc=ssar)' ad\'ersc effeot on our · 

to catry out the National Military Strategy. Accordingly, we 
Department recommence the aerial mfueling tanker competition on an 

the Senate Tanker Caucus is a bipartisan organization whose purpose 
Det~me1nt in efficientJy procuring whi~er aircraft best meets the 

Natioaal Military Strategy aad provides the best value to 1he taxpayer, 
and will not, take a position su~ing an)' particular bidder in the 

J.'l'l~"'~'·~~ of a .replacement tanker. H9wever. the failure of recent efforts 
has been disconcerting to members of the Caucus. 

abi,Jit>J'bfour nation to continue to project aerial poww:r worldwide ~pends on 
backbone of this fleet is the KC-135, which is rapidly approaching its 
As I am s.ure you ap. continuing to rely upon these aircraft for 

an unacceptable risk not only to our nation's unique globat reaclt 
most valuable asset, our men and women in unifonn. 

respcgtfttlty recommend that the Depamnent resum~~:~ the wmpctition to 
iallrcfu1clirll gnker u soon u possible. We also request that our respective 

a timely manner, on the Department's plans. 

your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely. 

Orrin G. Hatch 
Unitod States Senator 
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March 12, 2009 

Honorable Robert 
Secretary of..,..,,,.,&&..,, ... 
1 000 Defense 
Washington, DC 20 10-1000 

Dear Mr. Sccr~tary: 

A critical~~;:Le~~e~u of our strategy for success in Afghanistan must be enabling 
Afghan forces to responsibility for the security of their own country. We applaud 
the decision to the size of the Aipan National Army (ANA) to 134.000 soldiers, 

. though the force may well require additional growth in order to meet Afghanistan's 
security needs over e long term. 

and its allies need to do all we can to accelerate as quic.kJy as 
equipping of the ANA and the Afghan National Police (ANP) . 

.. y ..... ~~~.-.. uau. Commander, NATO International Security Assistance Force. 
embedded trainers and funding to speed up building the capacity 

~l'!r..nnlllt forces. 

recently that the ~'long pole in the tent'~ for growi.na the ANA 
units the basic equipment they need- machine guns, radios, and 

it. At a hearing on February 2611\, General David Barno, 
----·-'-! Forces Command Afghanistan, tcstitied that the main 

COilStiPilt,ect.peacc-timc system" for equipping these forces which is not 
aentan•as of an ongoing conflict. As you recall, similar problems were 
•vAll","" badly needed military equipment to Iraqi forces. In tbis regard, 

• .,id ... .-:1.. in Iraq will be applied to our efforts in Afghanistan. 

We request you closely examine wbat is needed to expedite the training and 
equipping of the Nationtal Anny and Afghan National Police and report to us on 
what more is nec:ded.lltnterms of resources, personnel, or legislative relief. 



to your prompt re~ponse and working with you on this matter. 

Sincerely, 

• 

Carl Levin 
Chairman 
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Spee;•l Committe., on Aging 
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WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

January 23, 2009 

The Honorable .ow ........ ..,. The Honorable Daniel Inouye 
President ofthe 
The White House 
Washington, DC 205 

Dear Mr. President Chairman Inouye: 

Senate Appropriations Committee, Chainnan 
S-128, the Capitol 
Washington DC, 20515 

I am writing to i;x]'re1~s the need for increased funding of several critical Corps of 

BATONROUGI! 
868 CoM/EtniON STREET 
BATON RoUGe, LA 708Q2 

12251 383-<1331 
FAX: 12~1 383-1)9$2 

Weboil• wi!tl E·Moll Accooo: 
vitter.aenate.goll 

Engineers projects in the state of Louisiana under the Economic Stimulus Plan. As 
you know, Corps has always been one of my top priorities and I believe we now have a 
full and unique . Not only will this funding help protect Louisiana's coastline and 
citizens, but it will stimulate the economy as we currently have $6.2 billion in "shovel 
ready" projects. 

in shovel-ready projects in Louisiana alone, I believe the. current House 
Corps is woefully short, and I request increased funding for the Corps in 
stimulus bill. 

1'1Tr\tll-·ti,.n systems continue to be particularly critical in our state, and I remain 
pace of progress. Millions of citizens remain at risk from inadequate 

systems as we apJ>!OilCil the fifth hurricane season since Katrina and Rita and less than a year 
since Hurricanes and Ike. Authorized levels of ptotection are needed in Terrebonne and 
Lafourche Parishes. to parishes aroWld New Orleans is needed to storm-proof pwnp 
stations. Assistance is needed by levee districts for levee certification to obtain flood 
insurance, and economic development. 

Coastal eston1Jlo·n in Louisiana continues to be urgently needed for both revitalization 
of natural wetlands protection of inland communities from storm surge. I believe that use of 
dredged material. from navigation projects, to regenerate barrier islands and wetland 
habitats is a critical block for better hurricane protection. Additional funds should also 
be used to complete pipelines, enabling the immediate application of such material 
with new and ongoing . Assistance is also sorely needed by several parishes for repair of 
environmental and flood control projects. 
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These proj clearly align with the intent of the Stimulus Plan to revitalize critical 
infrastructure, nm,vlflll! economic benefit with new jobs and enable economic development in 
Louisiana. I am to help in any way possible and I appreciate your continued support and 
prompt matter. 

Sincerely, 

David Vitter 
United States Senator 

Cc: General Robert Antwerp, U.S. Anny Corps of Engineers 



The Honorable 
President-elect 
Presidential 
451 6th St., NW 
Washington, DC 

tinittd ~tatrn ~cnatc 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

December 15, 2008 

for your support of a robust shipbuilding budget and policies to support 
and Coast Guard and to enable commercial ship construction in the 

~,, .... 1.,.,. and funding would create and sustain highly skilled jobs, strengthen 
nornflilllla security, and modernize and expand our domestic marine · 

The •uvvua•u••K industry of the United States employs more than 400,000 people in 47 
states. The industry of six major shipbuilding yards, seveyal smaller ship construction 
and repair yards, and than 4,000 major manufacturers of ship components and systems. 
Thousands of jobs be created in the United States with a renewed conunitment to 
shipbuilding that has lacking in the past decade. 

Military have documented for several years a minimum national requirement for 
313 ships to support Navy and Marine Corps. The Chief of Naval Operations Admiral Gary 
Roughead testified year at the Navy FY09 budget hearing that "[t]he rate at which we are 
growing our fleet .,,., ... .,. .... ,,-"'"'our ability to fulfill the core capabilities of the maritime 
strategy." He is, to taking the steps necessary to build the future fleet andre-
establish the vital needed among the Department, Congress, and industry to get our Navy 
above a 313-ship " At the House Armed Services Committee hearing on March 6, 2008, 
Admiral Roughead "[t]hree hundred thirteen ships represent the minimum force necessary 
to provide the global persistent p1esence, and strategic, operational, and tactical effects." 
He concluded by ''I support a stable shipbuilding plan that provides an affordable. 
balan~d fotce and our nation's industrial base. I intend to develop further our Navy's 
relationship with · to reinforce our commitment to a stable shipbuilding plan." 

Unfortunately however, the Navy's fleet has declined to 284 ships. To attain the 313-
ship Navy outlined the CNO, 12 ships need to be budgeted annually. 

's naval fleet is in decline, the Navies of potential adversaries are on the 
rise. Russia has rebuilding its naval power a priority, and the Navy of China is expanding 
rapidly. By 2015 the Navy is projected to be larger than ours. and Russia has stated its 
intention to have the largest Navy in the world by 2022. These countries may be building 
their naval forces to America .access to critical regions and to limit America's influence 
around the world. tlel~au!~e more than 90 percent of global commerce is transported by sea, naval 
power is the key to critical raw materials, to securing sea lanes of commerce for trade 
and energy, and to power quickly when needed. Other nations are also placing a 



and the instances of piracy on the world's oceans are increasing at an 
erron:lt attack from sea remains a high security threat. 

In addition to Navy's priorities, the U.S. Coast Guard warrants your attention. The 
U.S. Coast Guard is one of the oldest in the world. Your commitment to modernize the 
Coast Guard fleet improved cutters will be essential in defending our borders, 
improving search and ....... , ...... stopping illegal trafficking, and giving the Coast .Guard the tools it 
needs to perform its security missions. 

The crisis in .u ... u.t .. ,r:u markets makes it more vital than ever to budget $60 million 
annually for the Title Ship Loan Guarantee Program administered by the Maritime 
Administration. This provides a government guarantee of 87.5 percent of a commercial 
bank loan over 25 to ship owners for ship constnletion in the United States. Vessels 
financed by Title XI enhance our domestic energy development and transportation 
capability for all of energy. The dry cargo ships currently serving American ports average 
more than their intended service lives. 

More ships to be built to meet our security, energy, and transportation needs. 
Building more ships also build our economy and create and preserve thousands of 
engineering and DrtiOUII'UCfn obs in the United States. Your efforts to reverse years of inadequate 
funding for the Navy, Guard, and commercial shipbuilding will provide many positive 
returns on a much investment 

Thank you for 
matter. 

consideration of this important national economic and security 

Sincerely, 



CC: 



tlmttd ;itatu ~matt 
WASHINGTON, OC:2051t) 

M~b20,20~ 

As you . lait year's Depamn~t ofDefense Appropristims Aci provided ~mal 
funding for the 000·1 000 and d:iret:t~ the N'II'V)' tQ budget. fOr the mnainin.& funding 
requirement in · C.ongr.css expects .the Navy to adhere to this direcdmt; !Mrefore, wr: write 
to urge your fot full fundiftg oftbe '000-1000 progmm itt 'dw FYlO Pmidcnt's budget, 
and ~!hat C®tinuc a thorough arid Ct~ miew imd M~J.'n ofthe Na")''s 
pmposaito tM'~ttbe. IJJ:)G.t OOQ .prognnn and restan 000·5 1 production. . 

. concerned &bout1hc NaV}''slona·tmn shi~klinJ plan. Oe$pite 
~-QJt:~i$ioJ11al lmd l)opln.mentof Defense ttquests tor~-.nalysis, the. 

to ll~ide,:sttfl'ieiet'ltju~ticn 1ft supportd the prOposal to truncate the DOO­
ooo;;s J prodootion. We continue to await aa it1-depth eompilttlive 

· l and 0:00-1000. TM Navy's failt.ate tO provide ~cb • detailed~ 
a lack ofsupporting do<:uz:nentation of the- Navy's .pc»tffion and 

co~rmemct in the merits ofthc Navy's :plan to truncate the DDG-lOOO prow-n. 
tbisint"ormatiott before acquiesoin1 to a change of this. magnitude. 

S,..:ij1oftblQ~tbe D00·4000 p!iOgftun-wiU enable~ N~V}'lo k~ Sil biltkln • 
alri!!aitb.~· ltnfMtl8d R!l!lar1m ao4 ~ fundirtg. The shjp ~ken detigncd with sipifi£1nt 

U'K:IU<IIIll power, cooling. ~. and w:ipt to mablt npid enh~b to . 
in the existing hull. We bltlieve mat cootinued produclitm and tkUvery \?If 

.n~~~ttM~.~l!!!'lt hl C~~sctrtial to t~ kmg-tertn· gabi a.,.- t:if 01>11' sbipbuUdiitg -pr-ogrim ..,. 
needed capabilities t~ Ute Navy. 

and aPJ!fCCiatlon, and thank you f« C<»lsidcrin3 thit request. 

Sinc«CCy, 



~ " . . . . . 



tinittd ~mrm ~matt 
WASHINGTON. DC 20510 

March 25, 2009 

We write today to serious concom about tbe administration's phmned Dldioml 
defcose spending Year 2010 and beyond, which appears to be insuffieicnt to 
guanmtee U.S. security in lbe coming years. Based on the administration's 
blJdact documents 1hua far, it appears tbala mubd decrease in overall defense 
spendin& is in for OW' country. If n:ceot press accounta arc accurate, this will be 
acwJDpli.shcd by or postponing the acquisition of numerous major weapon 
systems critieal to Armed Forces md DeCeSSIU}' to ensure their future ability to defend 
o\ll country. 

~Congress the Fiscal Year 2010 (FYIO) budget process, it is <>ur vi~ that we 
have too little infCJ~tuldoo on band, based solely on the President's incomplete budget 
submission. to and responsibly make deciaions about top..lioe figures for the 
couritry's core program. For CIXalllp!c_ it iB widely reported 1bat the 
adminiSiration to shift f\mding 1hat is cummtly part of 1be supplemental budget 
~s into the DoD appropriations request. But, to date, Congress has not~ 
told mactly what will be transfcmd, nor has it been informed about which 
partiQUlar will be affectod. This laek of information raiees a number of 
important with potentially troubling answtn. 

to substantiaJly increase U.S. military force levels in Afgbanistan, 
Bimultall801w1Y withdrawing all U.S. combat forcea from Iraq by August 2010, will 

(UD(jling, However, it is our understanding that the administration will 
this year and next in supplemental f\mcting, which is cause for great 

___ ., ... _ how the administration, if it intends to cut supplemental funding, 
m.aiittaill our military fOJCCS in the field and enable them to conduct their 

effectively. We would appreciate an explanation on this issue. 

support efforts to ma:Jdmizc transparency iD the budget process by 
t01'e:S$lble DoD requirements iD the normal DoD budget request; however, 

~enses from the supplemeDtal NqUeSIS to the base budget, while 
sWitung the supplemental request, the net effect would be a decJease in 

our national defense. Our concern is that. under the guise of an 
bud.getiog1 approach to national security spending. we would be locking in an 

miliiSIY spsnding that either puta our troops in jeopardy today or our 



jeopardy tomonow as we restri~t urgently needed capital investments 
planes, ships, and land vehicles. 

that your department provide us as soon as possible with moie 
inlinlatilm on wbat expend.itula, and at wbat level~ you anticipate moving 

SUJ)Jp.lelli$D11al budget to the base dofcnsc budget for FYIO and what dcfeme 
aq.oapette eliminating or substantially Jeduciug, in relation to the most 

Defense Program (FYDP). In additicm, it is essen1ial that we hear 
unitonneti combatant commanders and tho Chairman of the Joint Chiem of Staff 

Ploblcmo.s they will face in canyiog out their reS]IOJL$ibilitics UDder the 
Dtl!POS4~ defeuae speodiDa blucprlnts. Mcordingly, we request that you 

as possible, risk UMUmcnts by each combatant commander, 
Wbflli!lcx1Cnt the· President's propoRd defense spending levels will limit their 
oat~~ requirements over the Jifetime of the FYDP. Finally, we request 

Ch.alinn111n IJ risk assessment, which is statutorily reqWred and is long overdue, be 
ealenclar days. 

During the early of this decade~ it became cleat that defense spending decisions 
made during the and the zesu.hing milbary "procurcmmt holiday• that our 
government had left our Amled F~ without the needed advaDcod equipment 
and superior c.pa!;tliities to defend our nation. Today, in tho middle of a global war on 

allow that to happen again. Now is not tbe time to attempt to cash in 
'DeaccuJiiVic:leniLI wbilc tbou8aDds of our soldiers, aailors, airmCD, and marines arc 

• engaged in uulitary opcratioDS in two ~or theaters of contli~ 
very real~ on the horizon. 

We urge you ~ extm1e these issues carefUlly as the admiDistration completes work on 
its FYI 0 DoD request. Thank you for your service to our nation and your tireless 
dedication to its Foroes. 

JOHNCORNYN 
United States Senallor 

Sincerely, 

~J--
JONKYL 
United States Scn&tor 

2 



-

~ .. _j v~· \ ::::._.....~ 

DAVID V1TJ'ER 
UDited States Senaaor 

~--
United States Senator 

__.-.o---w~ 

3 



ti.nittd ~tatts ~matt 

April 16., 2009 

,.....,..,..1110ioloa .,_ 
w ............ oc .. 

11111-..&t 
'-111111-....;r _......,......-...goo' 

The Houorable u.t~ 
Piesiden1 oftbe 
lh: White House 
1600 Peanm.vauiiiiA·vem~e. 
Washingtoa, DC """~·uv-..""'~ 

Dear Mr. Prellide~~ 

At your AdliDiPllstrltion prepares the di:tails of your Fiscal Year 2010 (PY10) defimse budpt, I 
am writing to inclusion of a military c:onstmction project ia.m.y hoiiiB state o!Nebraska. 
Tbe Anny Guuclanct Air National Ouard have begun preparatory coastrucdon work: oo. 
• Jeiat FOICe whicb.I reconuaead be mcluded m this defeoH budset to easute 
timely and completion of the pmj=. 

BBN;ajp 

Natioaal Ouanl Air National Ouatd, ami Nebruka ata• go"Y11111DlCDt C01JilUrr,partl will 
wiHAJerate.Jomidl Jn !JuoiD, Neblub. at this Joint Headquarters. The 
•nnx~ ~tm. c:mapDCy Operations ceatcr will facillta~e a rapid, 

resocmk to JDPJor cnuerpmcy events; aad therefore,! suppozt the /UrD.y Nllioual 
millioallld the Air Natioaal Owud's mquat ofS3 million 10 tbat 

-ttn~~~~'lll mr the hcadquarrm can beam u pliiiDed iD PYto. 

amlroqaatilu that dais mislion-cri1ical ind.quarters be iDcludacl in your FYI 0 
you your coasidaa1ion ottbis request rfyou or your staifnea 

fnfiliiJJUIIIPl. pleQe do not bleitate to CODtact me directly or b&ve your stiff comact 
202-224-65S 1. 



tlnittd ~mtrs ~matt . 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

April 6, 2009 

President Barack vv<uua 

The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania 
Washington, DC 

We write you not to allow deep cuts in U.S. missile defense programs that 
are critically imtJOt1~t to protecting our homeland and our allies against the growing threat 
Of ballistiC UU>li>"'U"''"I 

Defense Robert Gates today announced plans to cancel or reduce such 
Airborne Laser, Multiple Kill Vehicle, and the installation of 

ur<>una-.Jiasf~a Interceptor missiles in Alaska, and to cut the MD A's budget for 
$1.4 billion. Although we applaud Secretary Gates' commitment to 

such capabilities and SM-3, these proposals would amount to almost a fifteen 
percent cut in the budget and a major reduction in our missile defense portfolio-
actions that we reaJt'ICO•Wa undermine our emerging missile defense capabilities to protect 
the United States a growing threat. 

the threat from ballistic missiles is significant and on the rise. 
a.~a.1u· • ..,l Maples, the Director of the Defense Intelligence Agency, 

the Senate Armed Services Committee that "the threat posed by 
systems is likely to .increase while growing more complex over 

Maples further warned that "adversary nations are increasingly 
operational countermeasures to defeat missile defenses." Ballistic 
already proliferated worldwide and is a direct threat to both our 

by rogue states with ballistic missiles has been underscored by 
recent missile tests. In early February, Iran launched a satellite 
be used as an intercontinental ballistic missile. Last weekend, 

Taepo Dong-2, a long range missile that if successful, could have 
Alaska. and possibly the West Coast of the United States. 

Although developments highlight the danger we face, they have also revealed 
the progress our missile defense system has made. When recently aSked before 
the Senate Armed Committee whether the United States could intercept a Taepo 
Dong-2 missile the American homeland, Admiral Timothy Keating, 
Commander of U.S Pacific Command, and General Patrick Chilton, Commander of U.S. 
Strategic assured that we can do so with high probability. This would not have 
been tht: case just a years ago, and is only the case today because we have invested in a 
diverse set of defense capabilities .. 

IIIII 



Cooperation ballistic missile defense is also essential to our most important 
alliances. In the region, Japan became the first among our allies to 
successfully ntl"irr.f'1nl a ballistic missile with the Aegis defense system. In response to 
North Korea's arsenal of missiles, the Government of Japan decided six years ago 
to deploy a joint and Patriot PAC-3 missile defense and has already invested $7.9 
billion of its own to build a new pillar of our alliance. India has likewise expressed 

cooperation on missile defense systems, which promises to become 
{'_fl{,nPT.:.t·•~ in our growing strategic partnership . 

•• ~, ....... ,,. oo1, we continue to develop missile defense technology in close 
As you know, the State of Israel faces a uniquely pressing threat 

ua~..u.,~<•'llmissileprogtam and pursuit of weapons of mass destruction. In 
cooperated with Israel to develop the Arrow family of missile 

working together on the David's Sling missile defense system to 
rockets. These are critical programs that should not be abandoned. 

In Europe, TO has also endorsed the importance of missile defense as a 
collaborative ",..,Tl, ... among its member states. At the Bucharest summit in Apri12008, 
NATO formally that "ballistic missile proliferation poses an increasing threat to 
Allies' forces, , and populations. Missile defense forms part of a broader response 
to counter this NATO further expressed "deep concern" over the proliferation 
activities of both and North Korea. and urged the examination of a "comprehensive 

to extend coverage to all Allied territory and populations." 

In sum. ccx>ot,ration on missile defense is now a critical component of many of our 
closest security around the world. We fear that cuts to the budget for missile 
defense could undermine these relationships and foster the impression that 
the United States is unreliable ally. Moreover, sharp cuts would leave us and our 
friends around the less capable of responding to the growing ballistic missile threat. 

The fact 1 ..,,,,,._. •.• ., that our adversaries continue to invest large sums in the 
development of weapons. The question is whether we respond by developing 
appropriate against them. We therefore urge you to sa~tain the ability of the 
Missile Defense and the military services to develop an integrated, layered defense 
against the threat missiles to the United States, our deployed forces, and our 
allies. 

for your consideration in this matter. 

Sincerely. 

Jon Kyl 
United States ~er1at<11' 



1/fw/~..-L. 
Mark Begich ,-- \ 
United States Senator 

James Inhofe 
United States Senator 



ilnitnt ~tatES i'tnatt 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

May 19,2009 

The Honorable .... v.~d 
Secretary of .LJ"'J"'"'u'-

1 000 Defense u ....... i- ..... .,. ... 

Dear Secretary 

to request that you establish a clear policy through which the 
.LJ\,>JL ... ~''"' (DOD) will encourage renewable energy development 

t1ec:ess:arv protections for military airspace. 

As you DOD has an important voice in wind turbine siting decisions 
because wind can impact DOD radar and airspace requirements. 
Unfortunately, to the interaction between wind developers and the DOD has 
lacked · For instance, in 2007 Travis Air Force Base objected to the 80 
MW Montezuma md Energy Center very iate in the permitting process. The 
proposed wind is surrounded by other wind farrns,some of which were built 
after 2007, in IJVL·O.W4J County California's Wind Resource Area, more than ten 
miles from the That project, and others nearby, remain in limbo today due to 
DOD concerns that likely surmountable. 

To facilitate development of renewable energy projects consistent with 
national security u. ..... ,~.,., we encourage you to take the following steps that could 
improve the for wind development in the United States. 

• 

• 

Formally consolidate decision making 
eJOpmtent in a single office, preferably within the Office of 

A single decision~ maker, who operates under clear 
by which he communicates DOD concerns regarding 

limit unnecessary conflict between DOD and renewable 

DOD should identify proposed wind .farm 
impacts on .... "' . ...,.,.,.operations during the Federal Aviation Administration's 
(FAA) existing, wind farm screening and approval process, as well as 
provide initial during any .FAA early feasibility review. If DOD 



• 

• 

• 

• 

objections are 
permit through 
surprised by 

in as transparent a manner as national security concerns 
FAA process~ renewable energy developers will not be 
concerns expressed late in the permitting process. 

ru!£1!~m!l£...!~!!!!!!!!!!!!!· The military has produced extremely useful maps 
,.... ...... ""'"' and Nevada that designate areas in which the military 

onr)ol.t~s wind energy development (red), areas where the DOD 
concerns (yellow)~ and areas where DOD has no military 
DOD's maps were assembled using data and assumptions 
guide development~ but they are not detailed enough to be 

making tool. I request that you clarify that DOD staff should 
sitc~-st>~:i±ic technical analysis before opposing any wind proposal. 

~rn:l~~~~..!!!~ru:!WH!!:· Airspace height restrictions vary considerably 
limit wind energy development. If DOD evaluated whether 

consistent with safety and national security needs to raise 
feet restrictions to 500 feet at sites where wind fanns are 

be able to open a considerable amount of currently 
wind energy development. 

~~!!!!!!!.~~~!!.!~LY!mt!!!l~~: Technical mitigation measures may 
the impacts of wind turbines on radar. In September 2008, 

the DOD~ the Federal Aviation Administration, the 
'"'""'~" ........... and Atmospheric Administration, and the wind industry 

a research and development roadmap, mirroring a similar 
British military and the British Wind Energy Association. 

anJtCit>atlcl>n in this effort is important, and I encourage you to ensure that 

~~~~!..!!!:!~· DOD is in the process of replacing older analog radar 
systems with st~:e-or-the-art radar through the National Airspace 
Modernization I encourage you to request that DOD consider the 
wind energy of an area when prioritizing radar replacements. A report 
by the defense firm JASON recently concluded, "Radars which don't 
have the to mitigate wind farm interference could simply be 
replaced ... The radar would incorporate multidimensional detection, with 
greatly processing, with pulse shapes designed to optimally 
distinguish aircraft and wind farms."1 



As you both global warming and our reliance on foreign sources of 
energy present eccnlo:mt'c and national security challenges to our country. Your 
Department focuses on its primary mission of protecting our national 
security, but we DOD could also play a more productive role. We very 
much look forward working with you to ensure that renewable energy 
development where it is compatible with the military's mission. 

Sincerely, 

Charles Grassley 
United States Senator 

n Tester 
nited States Senator 

Richard J. Durbin 
United States Senator 

-

~~~ 
Tom Harkin ax Baucus 
United Senator United States Senator 

·~ 

-



ORRIN G. HATCH 
\ftAH 

.lACE JOHNS~ 
CHtEF Of'STMr 

~rtiteb ~tate& ~ena:te 
r..,..,.,., 1202~ 12~1 
moi102JU.-~ 
fAA.I20112-1 

The Honorable William . Lynn 
Deputy Secretary 
The Department _ .... r~_..,_ .. __ 

1100 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, OC 20301 100 

Dear Secretary Lynn: 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051Q--440l 

June8,2009 

~: 

FINANCE 

JUO!OAfiY 

HEAlTH. EDUCAllON. 
LABOR, A_NO PENSIONS 

INTEUI!li!I\ICE 

JOINT COMMITTEE 
ON TAXATION 

'fbank you for May 28th letter. I appreciate learning the Department of Defense's 
("Department~) views the subjects covered in the letter. In addition, I look forward to 
continuing to work with on enhancing our nation's sec:urity. 

I was delighted learn of the Department's commitmeat to our depot-maintenance 
system by .. compl[ying] the 50/SO and Core laws as currently written and interpreted." 
As you know, the Cnlnoriil>!l..s:._ on a bipartisan basis, bas worked·with the Department over the past 
several years to our depot maintenance system. The warfi~er has greatly 
benefited from this invcsunem through sustained on-lime delivery rates of vital 
equipment. 

Regarding the ~a.~~ct-na-~solid rocket motor intercontinental ballistic missile industrial 
base, I deeply Department and the Air Force's recognition of the merits of 
sustaining this vital infrastructure. The Air Force's Fiscal Year 2010 budget request of 
$43 million is an · ·first step. However, your letter does no• address if the Department 
will accede to the of the Air Force's request to reprogram sufficient Fiscal Year 2009 
funds to maintain solid production this fisCal year. OnJy a prompt transfer of these funds 
will prevent fwther · in production, resulting in millions of dollars in unnecessary 
costs, and the of employment for the highly sought after engineers atld technicians 
that manufacture solid motors. 

Therefore, I restllctt'ullv request the Department agree to Secretary Donley's request and 
reprogram, on an basis, FiScal Year 2009 flmds to maintain-o-ur nation's land-based 
solid rocket motor ballistic missile industrial base. 

consideration of this matter. · 

Orrin G. Hatch 
United States Senator 



JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN 
cONNE:cncvr 

COMPAfT"fEI!S: 

ARMED SERVICES 

HOMElAND SECURITY AND GO~ERNI~EN1rAU•FFAJill; 

SMALL BUSINESS 
tinitnt ~tatrs ~rnatr 

SENATE Qf'n~:l: Suu.i w~r; 
WASHINCllON, DC :.:0!..1\) 

(202t 224-40~1 

ON& CONSTnunrJN Pt. AlA 
7Tlifi.C10f'l 

1-lAO<TFDRD. CT 06103 
860-545-a463 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051(H)703 T ou FilE:.'&': t--800-225-500~ 

The Honorable 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of ._...,, ... u,,.o 

1000 Defense 
Washington, DC 

June 10,2009 

UOMf PAGE: 
http:l/liebormt~n.sena\l!.Qov 

I read with interest your speech to the Association of American Universities 
on April 14,2008. that occasion you noted the potential ofthe records ofSaddam 
Hussein's Ba'athist me, captured by American forces in 2003, to provide us 
"unprecedented ·u·,,.,,j:;••"" into the workings of dictatorial third-world regimes. You 
rightly compared lle~tion of materials to the Smolcnsk archives, upon which 
scholars of the Union like Merle Fainsod based much of their research. You also 

Department was funding an effort to open a Conflict Records 
National Defense University. 

I strongly "'"'"'"..t your goal of making the records ofSaddam Hussein's regime 
available to the scholarly community for research and study. However, I am 
concerned by the slow pace of this valuable project. I note that the Defense 
Department has yet establish a Conflict Records Research Center in the 15 months that 
have passed since announcement, nor docs the opening of such a center appear to be 
on the hori~on. 

I would thcrcJore be grateful for a progress report on your efforts to establish a 
Conflict Records Center at the National Defense University, a tirnclinc for its 
creation, as well as estimate of the resources that the Defense Department will devote 
to the center over .... ,.,"'''"'~ 

your attention·to this matter and your commitment to this worthy 

<trely, , 
a;~ I. Lieberman 

UNITED STATES SENATOR 

\ .A / 



JIM WEBB 

VIRGINIA 

COMMITTEE ON 
ARMED SERVICES 

COMMITTEE ON 
FOREIGN RElATIONS 

COMMmEEON 
VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

JOINT ECONOMIC COMMmEE 

iinittd ~tatts ~mate 
WASHINGTON, DC 2051o-4605 

June 10,2009 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 
WASHINGTON, 0C 20510 

(2011 224-4024 

The Honorable 
Secretary of uerense 
The Department 
The Pentagon, 
Washington, DC 

• 

• 

• 

• 

mcleptJ<1en.t, bipartisan Commission on Wartime Contracting was created last 
report on U.S. wartime contracting for logistics, reconstruction, and 

~· .,., .... - co-sponsors of the legislation leading to the establishment of this 
pleased to enclose a copy of its interim report. We believe that the 

1u'11"'-'1·'l:\ noteworthy contributions in documenting the extensive problems 
in wartime support contracting and what must be done to fix them. 

~\J•uu'I~i~Ilm' s interim report identifies major areas of emphasis offering the 
significant reform. Moreover, the commissioners have identified a 

au.cu. 1~'"''".;;" of more immediate concern that require prompt action by the 
Uettemse to avoid undennining U.S. objectives in Iraq and Afghanistan and 

more U.S. tax dollars. Of note, they report, in part: 

of U.S. forces in Iraq risks incurring enormous waste, which could 
completion of work that may not need to be done, to poorly controlled 

.. "' .. ~'-'1•100 and disposition of U.S. government property; 
a need for greater accountability in the use of foreign subcontractors who 
be accountable to U.S. governmental authority; 

of contractor support of expanded U.S. operations in 
\.t:glha11st:m is compromised by the failure to extract and apply lessons learned 

particularly those relating to poor intemgency coordination; 
1 ..... rt1..-. .. ·nt of Defense should accelerate its plans to establish a contracting 

.. ;vr.nrn•t.uu in Afghanistan; and 
]•"·"'"'""" ... "' of Defense should take immediate steps to ensure that 

l'n''""''.nncr<: providing security for U.S. operating bases are well trained and 
............. .-u to provide strong force protection to our military. 

Secretary Gates 
June 10, 2009 
Page 112 IIIII I 
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During interactions over the past year, you have responded very constructively 
when we have brcl.lgb.t concerns to your attention. While some of the time-sensitive issues 
raised in the 's report are not new, it is telling that they continue to arise. We 
encourage you, of your staff, to meet with the Commission to obtain greater 
insights into and possible corrective actions. Additionally, we would 
appreciate from you a description of what the Department is doing or plans to do to 
address them. 

With this ~'""..,~"n' interim report completed, we expect the Commission to enhance 
its body of work assessing root causes and potential solutions to the systemic contracting 
problems in Iraq Afghanistan through further original investigation and analysis. We 
appreciate your support of this endeavor and the attention you have brought to 
improve wartime policies and practices. 

for your consideration of this© 

Secretary Gates 
June 10,2009 
Page 212 

Claire McCaskill 
United States Senator 
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The President 
The White 

Dear Mr. 

Bnittd ~mtts ~rnatr 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4904 

May 15. 2009 

that your administration, in close consultation with 
and strengthen chief of mission authority. As you know, this 
al to ensure that our agencies and personn.el overseas fully 

.. v.,., ... v ...... and that all elements of the United States government 
rnn'-'1 the same strategic objectives. It is particularly important that 

inates with civilian leadership, particularly the chiefs of mission 
overseas. A lack of such coordination and oversight 

rl'"''"'"'"'n activities that undermine our ability to achieve our national 

in the aftermath of 9/11' we have seen an erosion of chief of 
mission auth · in part because of the extended reach ofthe Department of 
Defense and its .... o·•f\rllll commands. I am troubled by reports that in some cases, 
chiefs of missi have nut been consulted about or made even aware of U.S. 
military act in their country. I have heard such accounts in my own travels 
overseas, and ld be happy to discuss specific examples with your 
administrdtion classitied seuing. In order to ensure our top diplomats can 
fully undertake mission, greater clarity is needed with respect to a number of 
key issues rei to this authority. 

For example. thehr'"'1"n."" administration claimed that chiefs of mission were 
always consul or to the issuance of an order to usc military force, but it is 
unclear whether I ambassadors were kept fully informed of such activities, as 
required by Jaw. is ambiguity is particularly troubling with regard to countries 
outside of Iraq Afghanistan, which are official war zones. In light of this 
uncertainty, I information in 2008 related to press allegations that the 
Department of se, under President Bush, had authority to carry out 
operations in countries around the world. To the extent that such orders 
exist, I ask that fully intonn Congress so that, among other things, any 
implications for ief of mission authority can be considered and addressed. 
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... ········--------------------------------

nr•~•·n"~ administrations and Congresses have sought to clarify 
ty. President Truman clarified the functions of the chief of 

ve Order 10338 in 1952. In 1955. President Eisenhower issued 
·o608. which applied to the specific authority and functions of 

in Gennany. Later, section 207 ofthe Foreign Service Act of 
authority globally. 

now has the opportunity to clarify current ambiguities about 
of mission over U.S. government personnel. With ongoing 

military in tw<i official war zones- Iraq and Afghanistan- this 
clarification include an overarching framework to guide the relationship 
between chiefs mission and the U.S. military in official war zones. 1t is also 
important to cl the authority of the chief of mission in other circumstanc<:s. 
inch1ding co in which declared U.S. military operations are occurring but 
there is no host ...... ., ....... ~ .. , countries with which we have no diplomatic 
rt.:l~tionship or es with which we have diplomatic ties but no on-the-ground 
diplomatic 

recognize that 
consider. but 
greatly improve 

Sincere! y. 

that have emerged in this area and their implications to our 
urge you to consider. in consultation with Secretary of State 
in your administralion. a new executive order that would 

ion authority in relation to all military activities. I urge you 
sultation with Congress, including the Foreign Rciations, 

and Judiciary Committees, and to inform Congress 
legislative action that you may identify. Finally, I request 

this effort as soon as possible. A strong signal that you stand 
es of your ambassadors will not only make them more 

allow them. in the context of their confirmations, to provide 
policies will be implemented by all elements of the United 

ideration of my suggestions and welcome the opportunity to 
issues with representatives of your administration. I 

are many urgent na1ionaJ security challenges that you must 
ing n:newed guidance on chief of mission authority would 
capacity to effectively confront such challenges. 

2 



COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
WASHINGTON, DC 20516 

February 3, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This is to authorize Congressman John Lewis (D-GA) to lead the 
Congressional fact-finding CODEL to India during the time period of Friday, 
February 13-through Sundayt February 22. The House is not scheduled to be 
in the session at this time. 

The purpose of this fact-fmding trip is to join the U.S. Embassy and a 
variety of Indian officials in commemorating the 50th anniversazy of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and Corretta Scott King's visit to study the roots of non-violent 
philosophy and 20th Century freedom movements. 

It would be appreciated if the U.S. Department of Defense could furnish 
such assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate this 
trip. The expenditure of funds· for the payment of the actual and necessary 
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized by 
31 u.s.c. 1108 (g}. 

Chairman 

CBR/jg 

OSD 012Slil.9 
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COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

February 3, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This is to authorize Congressmen Pete Stark (D-CA) and Jim McDermott 
to participate in the Congressional fact-fmding CODEL to India during the time 
period of Friday, February 13 through Sunday, February 22. The House is not 
scheduled to be in the session at this time. 

The purpose of this fact-finding trip is to join the U.S. Embassy and a 
variety of Indian officials in commemorating the 50tb anniversary of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and Carretta Scott King's visit to study the roots of non-violent 
philosophy and 20th Century freedom movements. 

It would be appreciated if the U.S. Department of Defense could furnish 
such assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate this 
trip. The expenditure of funds for the payment of the actual and necessary 
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized by 
31 u.s.c. 1108 (g). 

CBR/jg 

lllllliiiiliiillll 
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ASSIST ANI' \IIMIP 

~ongres~ of tbt llnittb 6tattl 
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........ 205\5 

Scr.retaty of Defense Robert Gates 
Depii'IDleDt ofDcfeme 
ThePemagoa 

Dear Secretary Oates. 

Ill 002/004 

JERROLD NADLER 
8'n. DIIITIIICr, N-YGRr. 

ftfltLY'RI: 

c WAINIII81'0N OffiCI: 
2.114 AA\'IUNI ttOUSI ON'IC& IIUI.DINI 
'WAIMIN$1011, DC a&ll 

~---
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201 WNCIC.STAIIIT 
SUITID 
NeW YOilC, N'l' 10014 
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a IU'JIIII:1 OI'HS: 
441NGP1\JNII~Mf'!Ja 
BIIOOIQ.YN. NV U224 
(111M~1· w.lllhrlp.........,._............., 

Please revieW-the attached lett« dated FebiWit)' s~ 2009 &om~ a busi.uss in my 
district. . 

Panmedix specializes in telemedicine sorceDing applicadoas for diso:rd&ts of the cemral 
nervous system. an importmt meclical ~bility for our modaJJ. military. As you ean 
see. their letter details a list of questions they have mganling their work with the 
Department of Defense datiDa back to 2001. 

The letter raises concerns regarding the wozt of the DepartmeDt and. its dee'inga with 
Paumedlx.. Please review their letter md provide a respcmse. I would appzeciale rmswem 
to their qvesdons in the attached Jetter to tho peatest cxtem possible. Thank you in 
advance for your attention to this matter. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me ifyot1 :have lilY questions or concems. 

euold Nadler 
Member of Ccmsreu 

OSD 01402-09 
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HARRY TEAGUE 
2c DISTRICT, NEW MEXICO 

Q!nugrtss nf tqt Jlluittb &faits 
t;nusr of lr.prrsentatiurs 

1tlas11tngtnu, 110: 20515-3102 

The Honorable Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301·1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

February 9, 2009 

1001 LoNGWORTH HouSI! O••a BuiLDING 
(2021 22S-2386 

I would like to call to your direct attention that William Beaumont Army Medical Center in El Paso, Texas 
recently announced that Army personnel had used an improper procedure to administer Insulin shots 
from August 2007 to January of this year. This has resulted in over 2,000 persons potentially exposed to 
blood-borne disease, such as Hepatitis C, Hepatitis Band HIV. As the Congressman from Southern New 
Mexico, many of whose veterans and military personnel are served by William Beaumont, and as a 
Member of the House Veterans' Affairs Committee, 1 was very concerned about this incident. According 
to the hospital, 31 percent of those exposed were veterans who received the shots on an inpatient 
basis. The Veterans' Clinic in El Paso routinely works with William Beaumont to help treat veterans. 

Last week I sent the enclosed letter to William Beaumont Commander Colonel James Baunchalk 
regarding this incident and requested a response by this Friday, February 13. Commander Baunchalk did 
quickly acknowledge receipt of my Inquiry and 1 await his response. The purpose of my inquiry is to get 
to the root of what went wrong at William Beaumont so that we can take appropriate steps to prevent 
this from ever happening again. 

As we learn more about what exactly transpired at the hospital, I look forward to working with you to 
ensure accountability for the errors made at William Beaumont and to ensure high levels of medical care 
for our veterans and military personnel. 

Additionally, I know you are aware that my district Includes several military facilities, including White 
Sands Missile Range and Holloman Air Force Base, that are ofthe utmost Importance to both our 
national defense and Southern New Mexico communities. 1 would very much like to have you visit us in 
Southern New Mexico to see these Installations and the great work in which our service members are 
engaged. 

Sincerely, 

,4_.,~7~ ~e.-c.-­
~~ 
Member of Congress 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 

OSD 01403-09 
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--

7. can you positively Identify ell patients who may have received insulin shots through the 
Incorrect procedure? 

8. It Is my understanding that this Incorrect procedure began In August of 2007. What happens in 
the event that you do not have up-to--date contact Information for patients who may be at risk? 

9. If an Individual believes he or she mav be at risk due to an insulin shot he or she received at 
WBAMC, what steps should an individual take to determine whether or not they may need 
medical testing or treatment? 

10. I have been Informed that roughly 9% of those affected are residents of New Mexico and may 
live a great distance from WBAMC. What steps are you taking to facilitate testing and further 
treatment for patients who live far away from WBAMC? 

11. ·what specific steps is WBAMC taking to ensure that this does not happen again? 

I would also like to thank you In advance for your responses to my questions. I look forward to workins 
with you to ensure our veterans receive only the highest level of medical care. 

Sincerely, ~ 

JY~~~ 
Member of Conaress 



Feb. 5. 2009 4:17PM 714-257-9242 

GARY G. MILLER 

ASSISTANT WHIP AT LA"GE 

COMMlTTEE ON FINANCIAl SERVICI:S 

COPJIMin!;E ON TRANSPORT A'I'ION 
ANOINFftASTRUCTUAE 

BU[LDING A BErref'l AMERICA CALICUS, 
CHAIRMAN 

Congressional Liaison 

UNITED STATES 

HOUSE. OF RE.Pl<ESENTATIVF.S 

February 5, 2009 

Assistant Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs 
Department of Defense 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

RE: Coastal Defense Products, Inc. 
TIN •. . . 
Dear Congressional Uaison: 

No.3552 P. 2 

2438 i'!MS<.II\N fiOOSE OFFICII 8VLLD ~Ci 
WAShiNGTON, DC 21)51!) 

TEL: l202l 22!5-3201 
FAX: (202) 226-6962 

200 CIVIC. CE;NT£~~ 
MIS6lON VIEJO. CA 92691 

TEL; {!M9]470-8484 

This letter is on behalf of my constituent. Donald Clark. concerning his business. Coastal 
Defense Products, Inc, which has a government contract with the United States Air Force. Mr. 
and Mrs. Clark have not received their progress payments and arc therefore 1mable to make 
payroll. Mr. Clark also noted that the DCAA has not released the audit to the DCMA to be able 
to make the payment and they are very concerned about this. What is the status ofthis situation? 
Any information or assistance you caJJ. provide will be greatly appreciated. 

I would be appreciative if you or a member of your staff would review the enclosed 
. documents pertaining to my constituent's case and provide assistance in resolving this situation. 

Please direct your correspondence to the attention of my staff member, Lisa King, in my Brea 
office. My fax number is (714) 257-9241. 

Thank you in advance for your assistance. I look forward to your reply. 

Sincerely, 

h-/1~ 
GARY 0. MILLER 
Member of Congress 

OSD 01404-09 
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GENE TAYLOR 
4nl DsnllcT, ~ 

COMMrtTEE ON ARMED SERVICE& -· 

CHAIRMAN 
SUBCOMMimE ON SEAPoWER AND 

EXPEDITIONARY FORCES 

QCongrtss of tbt llnittb ~tatts 
COMMITTEE ON TRANSI"ORTAllON 

AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

-oui't of 1\tprestntatibeu 
8dbfngton~ II€ 20515-2404 

February 3, 2009 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ntieRAVEIURN HOUSC OfFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON. DC 20516-2404 

124m 225-6712 
FAX: (2021225-7074 

DISnlli:TOFFICEa .' 
~ 14nt STREET 

GULFPORT, MS 38501 
(228) 11&4-7870 

101 MAIN STREET 
Sl.IITEZ15 

HA111ESBURG. MS38401 
um 1 6112-32411 

2liOO GOVERNMENT S'lJIEET, SUITE B 
OCEAN SPRINGS. MS311564 

(228) 87:f-~ 

G27 CENTRAL AVENUE 
LAUREL. MS 311440 

(6011425-3905 

412 tftNV 90, SUITE 8 
BAY ST. LOUIS. MS 311620 

~Z2B) .oiiiiHJZ3I> 

I write to express my concerns about the acquisition and subsequent sale of real property 
of the Armed Forces Retirement Home (AFRH) at Gulfport, Mississippi, occurring in . 
2003. 

I have recently received copies of letters sent by former Principal Deputy Under 
Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness Charles S. Abell to the chairmen of the 
House and Senate Armed Services Committees (dated August 6, 2003) notifying them 
that the AFRH intended to sell "two beachfront properties" located at 1804 and 1814 
Beach Drive,·Gulfport, Mississ-ippi. For your review, I have attached copies of the 
aforementioned letters. 

Mr. Abell's letters state that the properties "were acquired earlier this year as part of a 
larger property acquisition." The letters explain that the "original acquisition was for 

· 10.02 acres of land on the eastern border of the Gulfport facility" and that the purchase 
price for this acreage was "$5.692 million." . 

According to Mr. Abell's letters, the "AFRH is currently in receipt of two offers to 
purchase the property from Messers. Brent Warr and Gene Warr" and he had "decided to 
accept these offers" which would "result in $1 million, which will be deposited into the 
AFRH Trust Fund:• The letter, however, distinguishes that the two properties being 
resold to the Warrs'are "smaller'' than the originall0.02 acre parcels. 

As I review this transaction, the following. questions come to mind: 

1. At the time that AFRH purchased the original10.02 acres, what was the 
property's total appraised value, including acreage and all structures on the 
property? . 

2. What was the size of the "smaller'' parcels soid to the Warrs? What, if any, 
portions were retained by AFRH after the sale? 

3. What was the appraised value of the property that the AFRH sold to the Wares? 
4. What was the sale price of the property that the AFRH sold to the W am? 
5. According to the 2003 letters, ''$1 million was to be deposited into the AFRH 

Trust Fund." If there was a discrepancy between the sale price and the sum 
deposited in the AFRH Trust Fund for these properties, what became of the 
balance? 



6. Mr. Abell's letter described the parcels that the AFRH sold to the Wam as 
beachfront properties.. Where are these properties located with respect to the rest 
of the original purchase? Are these parcels within the boundaries of the 10.02 
acres in the original purchase'? · 

I would greatly appreciate if you could furnish answers to the questions posed above and 
any relevant documents on which they are based including but not limited to appraisals, 
deeds, fmancial transactions, property descriptions, sale papers, etc. 

I request that you furnish the information within two weeks of receipt of this letter. If you 
need additional time to provide answers to these questions or have any questions 
regarding this matter, please do·not hesitate to contact me. 

GT:sp 
Enclosures (2) 

cerely, 7 ~ 
GENETk~~-
Member of Congress 

CC; Hon. Ike Skelton, Chairman, House Armed Services Committee 
Timothy Cox, Chief Operating Officer, AFRH 



Qrnugr.ess nf t}J.e Dnittll ~tat.es 
•asfrittgtnn, 11C!t ;!0515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
Department of Defense 
1 0()0 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 

February 5, 2009 

We write in support of Dr. Solomon Passy's nomination for the position ofSecretaiy 
General of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO}. We respectfully request that the 
United S1ates lend its support to Dr. Passy during the diplomatic discussions to select 
NA ro•s next Secretary General as the cwnmt term of Secretary General lapp de Hoop 
Scheffer expires later this year. 

We are informed that Prime Minister Sergey Stanishev ofBulgaria proposed Dr. 
Pauy as a eandidate for the Secretary General position dwing a meeting with President Bush 
on June 18, 2008. 

For nearly two decades, Dr. Passy bas demonstrated a clear vision and solid 
leadership in international relations. particularly in regard to NATO. As a member of 
Bulgaria's parliament he authored legislation in 1990 to withdraw Bulgaria from the Warsaw 
Pact and to join NATO and the European Union. That year, Dr. Passy also fomtded the 
Atlantic Club ofBulgari~ an NGO in Bulgaria to strongly support NATO membership. · 
Years later. Dr. Passy's vision was achieved when, while serving as Bulgaria's Foreign 
Minister. he negotiated and sigped the two accession treaties that made Bulgaria a full 
Member of NATO in 2004 and the EU in 2005. 

International ciroutnstances present a window of opportunity for advances in both 
intra-European and transatlantic relations. We believe that the selection of a Secretary · 
General :from Bulgaria who is as superbly qualified as Dr. Passy. would strengthen ties 
between NATO and the United States as well as serve the important cause of continued 
European integration. 

Thank you in advance for your kind consideration. 

PRJNTEO ON RECYClED PAPER 



Signed·by: 

Rep. LinColn Diaz-BaJart (R-FL) 

Rep. Rob Bishop (R-Ul) 

Rep. Mike Mcintyre (D-NC) 

Rep. Mario Diaz..Balart (R-FL) 



DEMOCRATS 

- FILNER. CAUFORNIA. CI&AJIIMAN 
CORRINE EIROWN, FLORIDA 
VIC SNVOER, ARKANSAS 
MICI-IAH I-I_ hAIO·IAUO. MAINE 
STEPHANlE HERSETH SANDLIN, SOUTH DAKOTA 
HARRY E. MITCHELL ARIZONA ilJ.fa,. J!)ou!it of l\tprt!imtatibt!i 
UOHN J. HALL. NEW YORK 
DeBORAH l. HALVORSON, ILLINOIS 
THOMAS S.P. PERRIELlO, VIRGIN"' 
HARfiVTEAGUE, NEW MEXICO 
CIRO 0. RODRIGUEZ. TE~AS 
JOE DONNELL~. 11\IDIANA 
JERRY McNERNEY, CALIFORNIA 
ZACHARY T. SPACE, OHIO 
TIMOTHY J. WAL.Z. MfNNE.SOTA 
JOHN H. ADLER, NEW JERSEY 
ANN KIFii<.PATRICK, ARIZONA 
GLENN C. NYE. VIRGINIA 

MALCOM A. SHORTER 
STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

335 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

http:/fvetarans.housa.gov 

February 5, 2009 

REPUBLICANS 

STEVE BUYER, INDIANA,. IIANI<WG 

CLIFF STEARNS. FLORIDA 
JERRY MORAN, KANSAS 
HENRY E. BROWN. JR .. SOUTH CAFOLINA 
JEFF MILLER, FLORIDA 
J~N BOO.ZMAN, ARKANSAS 
BRIAN P 81lBHAV. CALIFORNIA 
DOUG LAMBORN, COLORAOO 
GUS M. BILIRAlOS, FLORDA 
\/ERN BUCHANAN. FLORIDA 
DAVID P. HOE, TENNESSEE 

KINGSTON E SMnH 
REPUBLICAN STAFF CIRECTOR 

AND CHIEF COUNSEL 

As part of the House Committee on Veterans' Affairs responsibilities, I authorize 
Geoffrey Bestor and Arthur Wu, staff on the Subcommittee on Oversight and 
Investigations, to travel on official government business to Albuquerque, NM 
during the period of February 17-18,2009. 

The primary purpose of their visit is to observe the joint venture between VA and 
the Air Force at Kirtland Air Force Base; and to review the Research and 
Development Cooperative Studies Program operations in Albuquerque. 

The actual cost oflodging is authorized in New Mexico. It would be appreciated if 
the Department of Defense could furnish such assistailce as may be required, 
including transportation to facilitate' this trip. The expenditures of funds for 
payme?t of actual and n.ece~;~jerlses ~n~ ~spo~~ion as may be required is 
authonzed pursuant to title 3'1, b.S.C, $ecti~~Itt·~g). · _,, 

.. •.'\:; ·: 
. \· . 

Thank you for your continued support and assistance. If you have further 
questions, please contact Bernie Dotson of the Committee staff at 202-226-3653. 

MS/tc 

Sincerely, 

'-6.6-
BOBFILNER 
Chairman 

OSD 01439-09 I 
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The Honorable Robert Oates 
Secretaey ofDefmse 
The Pentagon 
Wasbm,ton. DC 20301-1000 

. Dear Secretary Oates, 

February 12, 2009 

It is my pleasure to invite you to apeak to the SeiJate Democratic Caucus at D1D' IDilual 
weekend issues confm:ncc, whicla will be held the weckeDd of May 1, 2009 .ill .Bedfonl Springs, 
Pennsylvania. 

l · This is the one time each year 1bat Senate Democrats meet outside ofWasbfDaton to 
I brainstorm aDd stratep on the most pressJna challenaes faclna our nation. Our Caucus is very 

interested to hear your strategies for addressfna the multiple uatioDal security challenges facing 
the United States. 

My staft'will work with your oftlco to. schedule a time for you to speak. either on Friday 
aftemooD. May 1 or Saturday momin& May 2. President Obama has confirmal JJil attendaucc at 
the confemlce. 

I kDow my col1oapes will be tbri1lod if you are able to join us. Pl,eeselet me know 
wbetbcr you will be able to ~or have your staff contact Chuck Cooper at the Democratic 
Policy CommiUee at {202} 224-4637. 
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ALAN 8. MOLLOHAN, WESTI/IRGINIA 
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO 
PET<~ J. VISCLOSKV.INDIANA 
NITA M.LOWEY, NEW YORK 
JO~ E. SERRANO, NEW YORK 
ROSA L. DeLAURO, CONNECTICVT 
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA 

(!ongrrss of the ~nitro ~tatts 
JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS 
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PRICE, NOIITJ.I CAROLINA 
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS 
PATRie>; J. KENNEOY, RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
LUCILLE FIOYBAL·At.LA.RO, CAIJFORNlA 
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., IWNOIS 
CAROl. VN C. KILPATRICK, MlOiiGAN 
ALLEN 90VO, FlORIDA 
CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA 
STEIIEN R ROTHMAN. NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR .• GEORGIA 
NARION BERRY. ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE. CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA. CALIFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW VORK 
TIM RYAN, OHIO 
C.A. "OIJTCH" RUPPERSBERGEFL MARYLAND 
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FlOfUDA 
CIAO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS 
LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR. COlORADO 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

!\onsr of 'Rqlrrsmtatiors 
«rommittrc on appropriations 
tDashington, Bei 20515-60J5 

February 5, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS, CAUFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTIUCKY 
FRANIC R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAHRT, KANSI<S 
ZAOi WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM; IOWA 
ROBEIIT 8. ADER~T, ALABAMA 
JOANN EMEIISDN, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGEFL TE)(AS 
MICHAEL 1(. SIMPSON, 1~0 
JOHN ABNCV CULBERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STWEN Kllll(.l.LINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLOIIIDA 
DENNIS R. R-EHBERG, MONTANA 
JOHN R. CAATER, TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANDER. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
J0 90NNER. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C.t..TOUIIETTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE, OKLAOOW. 

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY PHETO 

lREPHONE: 
!20>12Zil-2171 

Authorization is hereby granted to Ms. Jennifer Miller, Mr. Jeff Shockey and Mr. 
Tom McLemore, professional staff members of the Committee on Appropriations, to 
travel on official business to Vienna, Austria and Paris, France during the approximate 
tii:i..: P'-r:od of February 15-21~ 2009. The putpose of this trip is torevie~ matters 
relating to the CIA; NSA and counter-terrorism operations and activities. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall 
be paid from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under 
authority 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in 
making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted 
via commercial transportation. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Chairman 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P. MURTHA,. ~Eft.INSVLVANIA 
NORMAN 0. DICKS. WASHINGTON 
ALAN B. MOLLOHAI'tl. WEST VIRGINIA 
MARCY KAPTUR, 0~10 
PETER J. VISCLOSI('(,INDIANA 
NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK 
JOS~ E. SERRANO, NEW YORK 
ROSA L D•LAURO. CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MORAN, IIIRGINIA 
JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS 
W PASTOR. ARIZO~A 
DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CAROUNA 
CHET EDWARDS, 'IOXAS 
PATIIICI< J. KENNEOY. RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICE. 0. HINCH.:V, NEW YORK 
LUCII .. LE ROYBAL·A~LARO, CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARR, CAUFOilNIA 
JESSE L JACKSON, JR., IlliNOIS 
CAROL VN C. KllPAfRICK. MICHIGAN 
Al.lEN BG'!'D, FLOfiiDA 
CHAKA FATTAH. PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. AOTI<M.oN. NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR .. GEORGIA 
MAAIDN 'BERRY, ARK.ANSAS 
BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF. CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA, cAUFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLLUM. MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN, 0010 
CA "DUTCH" RUPPEIISBERGER. MARYLAND 
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DEBBIE WASSERM.ON SCHULTZ. FLORIDA 
CIRO RODRIGUEZ. TEXAS 
UNCOLN DAVIS. TENNCS'"E 
JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO 

~ngrrss of the tinttnl ~tatrs 
!\oust of 'Rtprcsmtatiors 

~mmitttt on appropriations 
'l111Jashington, B~ 20515-6015 

February 3, 2009 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG. FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY 
FRANK R. WOLF. VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, ~EW JERSEY 
TOOOTIAHRT. KANSAS 
lACH WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM.IriWA 
ROBERT B. AOERHOLT.ALABAMA 
JO ANN ewRSON. hUSSO\JfU 
KAYGIIANGER, TEXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CUUSERSON, TEXAS 
MAliK STEVEN KIRK, IUINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLOmDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG. MONlANA 
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANDER. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
JO BONNER, ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. !ATOURETTE. OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
SEVERt Y PHETO 

TELEPHONE; 
120Z)2-m1 

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable John T. Salazar, a 
Member of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel to Mexico, Nicaragua and 
Jamaica during the approximate time period of February 16-22, 2009. He will 
be joining a delegation led by the Honorable Eliot Engel, Chairman of the Foreign 
Affairs Subcommittee on the Western Hemisphere. The purpose of this trip is to 
meet with· government and non government officials regarding political and 
economic developments, and general bilateral relations with each country. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this 
travel shall be paid from appropriations available for examination of estimates in 
the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). Spouses are authorized to 
accompany the members of this delegation for reasons of protocol at no expense 
to the government. 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist 
in making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be 
conducted via military aircraft. 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington. DC 20301 

Deat ~!r. Secretary: 

i~ousc nf 'Rrpn:srnmtiors 
[OJmnittcr on gppropriat1ons 
1ll!Jashington, 39(!: 20515-6o15 

February 13,2009 
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Authorization is hereby granted to Adam Hanis, staff membe:rs of the Committee Oil 

Appropriations. to travel during the approximate time period of February 19-23, 2009, to IsraeL 
The purpose of this trip is "to meet with Intelligence Community perso~mel to discuss conditions 
in Israel. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs io coJIDc:ction with this travel shall be paid 
from appropr[ations available for exar.aination of esti.roates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 
1 I O&(g). . 

It will be appreciated if you will have pe.rsonnel from the Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via 
commercial aircraft 

Sincerely, 

l 
'-"1Sa,•id Obey 

Chainnan 

F:OE:-17-2001 (14: 2'3 + 28.2.2.25.~E:.2.'2 97Y. P.01 



LINCOLN DAVIS 
4Th DISTRICT, TENNESSEE 

SENIOR WHIP 

COMMITTeES: 

APPROPRIATIONS 

SUBCOMMITIEE ON AGntCUL TURE, 
RURAL 0e.VELClPMENT, FOOD AND DFIUG AoMINISTRAT10N, 

AND RELATED AAENCIES 

SuiiCOMMtmE ON ENERGY AND WATER 0EVELO'MENT 

«:ongre•~ of tbe ltniteb ~tate!) 
~oust ot l\tprtsentattbes 
1lmla~bington. D( 20515-4204 

February 12, 2009 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

First, let me congratulate you on the continuation of your service under the new administration. I 
believe it to be a testament to your exceptional competence, common-sense approach. and devotion to 
protecting and preserving the United States of America. At a time when we face a variety of foreign and 
domestic challenges and threats, we are fortunate to have someone of your skill at the helm of the 
Department of Defense. 

I write today to respectfully request an update on implementation of funds already authorized 
under H.R. 2638, the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing Appropriations Act, 
2009, which was passed in the 110111 Congress. Specifically, Section 8116 appropriates funds for the use 
of special pay for members of the armed forces whose period of obligated service is extended. or whose 
eligibility for retirement is suspended, due to the President's authority to extend such service or suspend 
such retirement. This is commonly referred to as stop-loss authority and the increase is capped at five­
hwl<lred doUars per month. Under H.R. 2638, no funds are to be allocated until the Secretary of Defense 
submits a provisional plan for the distribution of such payments to the Committee on Appropriations. It 
has recently been called to my attention by a constituent that these funds have not yet been allocated to 
this group of soldiers. 

As you know better than most, our soldiers and their families are making enormous sacrifices as 
they continue to perform admirably. The toll of service is particularly difficult on the families of those 
whose service is extended. I feel that the modest increase in pay for this group of dedicated service men 
and women is just and equitable. Fully understanding the enormity of your responsibilities, I respectfully 
urge your attention to this matter. Thank you for any updates you may provide and for your commitment 
to this great nation. 

ID:TG 

410 CANNOI\I House 0FFtC£ ButLDtNG 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202} 22H831 
FAX: (202) 226-5172 

649 NaRlH MAIN STREET 

J4MESTOWN, TN 38566 
(931) 8"ffl-2361 

FAx: (931) 879-2389 

477 NORTtl CHANCEfiY STREET 
SUITEA-1 

MCMINNVIL.E, TN 37110 
(931) 473-7251 

FAX: (931) 473-7259 

WWN.hcuse.gov!lincolndavis 

1064 NoRTH GA1"EWAV AveNUE 
RocKWOOD, TN 37854 

(866) 354-3323 
FAX: 1865) 354-3316 

1804 CARMACK BoULEVARD 
SUITE A 

CoLUMBIA, TN 3&401 

(931' 4$0-8699 
. FAX: (931)481H1675 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Dr. Gates: 

February 11, 2009 

We are writing to express our strong support for the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye 
program and request your consideration of a reprogramming of funds for Fiscal Year 
2009. We are aware of significant undesired consequences for the E-2D program as a 
result of the enacted funding levels for Fiscal Year 2009, and we urge your personal 
attention to this issue. 

As you know, the E-20 Advanced Hawkeye program continues to perform 
satisfuctorily on both cost and schedule. Since ewu:tment of the appropriations bill, an 
Operational Assessment has been completed and the program remains on track to xeceive 
Milestone C approval in Spring 2009. After reviewing the final appropriated levels for 
this program in Fiscal Year 2009, however, we are concerned that current funding will be 
inadequate to sustain this program in transition :from development to low rate production. 
We believe there are negative impacts to both the cost and delivery schedule of these 
aircraft. 

Therefore. we request that you reprogram fimds in Fiscal Year 2009 to support the 
procurement of the third Low Rate Initial Production (LRJP) Lot I aircraft in Fiscal Year 
2009, and provide advance procurement for the third LotH aircraft in Fiscal Year 2010. 
Furthermore, we urge you to ensure that the Fiscal Year 2010 request includes 
procurement funding for all three LRJP Lot II aircraft. 

We thank you for your consideration of this request, and we lodk fonvard to your 
strong suppott for prioritizing reprogramming of Fiscal Year 2009 fimding for the E-2D 
program. 

sincerely. 



(':;zL~'flrr~ 
Member of Congress -- J 

~-~ /-;;r;;~ 
TIM H. OP 
Member of Congress 

• 

cc: The Honorable Donald Winter, Secretary of the Navy 
ADM Gary Rougbead, Chief ofNaval Operations 

~<::0& ........ ~ 
. GAR . ACKERMAN 

Member of Congress 

d..t~~ 
MICHAEL A. ARCURI 
Member of Congress 
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The Honorable ~ert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefcnse 
Department of Defense 
1000 Dcfcnsc Pentagon 
Washington. D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 18. 2009 

Thank you for your ongoing service and coiDJJlitment to the defense of our country. 1 am 
extremely proud that my Congressional District is home to the Fort Knox military installation. 

Located at Fort Knox is Ireland Army Community Hospital. The hospital provides a vital 
service to the entire community. Built in 19S7. Ireland Army Community Hospital (IACH) 
provides top quality h~th care to Fort Knox and six surrounding states. JACH serves the Fort 
Knox community with primary and specialty care providers. In addition to Kentucky, IACH's 
area of responsibility also includes Ohio, Indi~ Michigan, Illinois, and Wisconsin. The 
hospital is aliO home to Camp Memorial Blood Center and an Optical Fabrication Laboratory. 

As you know. included in The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of1009 (H.R. 1) 
arc substantial funds for intrastructurc improvcmcnts at Department of Defense facilities. I urge 
you to give Ireland Army Cmnmunity Hospital full c:onsideraliOl.l when deciding how to allocate 
. these infrastructure investment funds. 

Thank you for your consideration of this important request. Should your staff have any 
questions or need more information please contact John ConneD in my Washington office at 
(202) 225~3501 if you have any questions. 

Pti[' 
BRETTG 

Member of Congress 
1111 

-.QlllllM.-.110'1 

THIS MAILING WAS PIIEI'AREO, PV8.LISHED, ANO MAILED AT TAXPAYER EXf'ENSE. 
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Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 
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12DZI :U&-27'11 

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable John P. Murtha and the Honorable 
Norman Dicks, member of the Conunittee on Appropriations, and Paul Juola and Timothy 
Prince, staff n1embers of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time 
period ofF ebruary 15- 18, 2009. to Seattle, Washington and Colorado Springs, Colorado. The 
purpose of rl:t.is trip is to visitl\of11rJigan Army Hospit.al to obtain briefs on military health care and 
visit wounded Servicemen; to visit and tour Department of Defense and contractor installations 
in preparation for the fiscal year 2010 budget markup. Authorization is also granted for Mr. 
Munha to be returned to Jo.bnstO\Vll, Pennsylvania. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). Spouses are authorized to accompany the members of this delegation for reasons of 
protocol at no expense to the government. 

It will be appr~ciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making 
whatever a.rr:i..ngr:meucs are necessa:r; for this travel. The travel will be conducted via military 
aircraft. 

FEB-17-2001 04: 2'3 

Sincerely, 

David Obey 
Chairman 

9'7% P.02 
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The Hono.rable Robert M. Gates 
Seeretary of Defense 
Washjngton~ DC 20301 

Dear 1v!r. Secretary: 

iaousc of 1.Zrprc.scntariDts 
ltommincc on 9ppropriations 
:n:Ja.sllington, BQ: 20515-6015 

February 9, 2009 

T~OT4 P.OD4/004 F-3T3 
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Authorization is hereby granted to Sarah Young, staff member of the Committee on 
Appropriations, to travel duri.og the approximate time period of February 16-18,2009, to 
Colorado Springs, Colorado. The purpose of this trip is to join CO DEL Murtha for his visit to 
Fort Carson, and to receive briefings on fiscal year 2010 budget and current status ofthe Missile 
Defense Agency . 

Per diem expenses of not to exceed $1 09 per day, or the rate ~i1ied for High Cost 
G~ographical Aiea.s, whichever is bie,her, plus transportation and other authorized costs, shall be 
paid from appropriations available under Public Law 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 11 OS(g)) for 
examination of estimates in the field. 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via 
commercial aircraft. 

OSD 01716-09 
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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES' 
K£vlt'f BAADY 
MDIBER OF CoNOAaa 
SlH O!SlftiCT or Til<AS 

Houst or RE.PRESEt-~TATIVES 
W.O.SHINGTON, D.C. 

February 9, 2009 

The Honorable Robert Michael Gates 
SeCretary of Defense 
Office of the Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

CoMMITTEE ON 
WAYS AND MEANS 

I write to you again to urge the Department ofDefense (DoD) to produce a full 
accounting for each facility in Iraq that was involved or assooiated with an electrocution 

· dea1h or injury of any U.S. penonnel or contractor. SincC Congressional attention was 
focused on this issue, tho response ftom. DoD and related departments sqch as the DoD 
Office of Inspector General (DoD IG) have been less than satisfactory. 

& you know ,last year in the 11 ofll Coll8feSS, government representatives from DoD, 
DoD IG, and the Defense Contract Management Agency (DCMA) testified before the 
House Oversight and Government Reform Committee regarding deficient electrlcal 
systems in Iraq. During that hearin& I direotly asked each agency to identify who was 
responsible for the installation and maintenance of electrical generator that caused 
accidentalelectrocutions of U.S. persoDilel. One of the deceased was a twenty..three year 
old Army National Guard soldier, Staff Sgt. Chris Everett of Huntsville, Texas. Staff 
Sgt. Everett was my consti~ent, and his untimely death occur:red, not because of memy 
fire. but because the power-washer that he was using to wash a f[umvee was improperly 
grounded. These are not isolated incidents, as the Army has acknowledged at least 16 
possible cases of electrocution. 

Moreover, recently I was extremely dismayed to learn that there has been yet another 
report of an American soldier reoeiving shoclcs from ftcilities installed and maintained by 
U.S. contractors in Iraq. The Associated Press (AP) reports that Pfc. Justin Shults was 
tendered unconscious and suffered severe bums while showering in Tanniyah, Iraq. That 
these incidents continue to threaten the lives and safety of our fighting men and women 
are unacceptable. 

Mr. Secretary. I believe you areas outraged as I am by these incidents, and I strongly. 
urge that the Department of Defense and its related agencies provide me a detailed 

301 CAtlloiOH HOU!Ii£ OI'I'ICC SU.LOINCI, WASI<INGTON. D.C. i!OS16 * 202·2215-4901 

hnp:Jtwww.ll-•.~lbredv 
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accounting regarding the chain of custody for the operation and maintenance of electrical 
equipment and filcilities that are connected to electrocutions. Also, pJease provide an 
estimate as to when this report will be available. 

-Thank you for your leadership and service to our country, and your prompt attention to 
this important and tragic issue. · 

Sincerely, 

't---. 
Kevin Brady 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Eighth District ofTexas 

Cc: The Honorable Gordon S. Heddell, Acting Inspector General Department ofDefeose 
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JOHN R. CARTER 

HOUSE REPUBUCAN CONFERENCE 
SECRETARY 

III!PUBUCAN STEERING COMMiiTE~ 

COMMITIEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

SUIJCOMiollm£$: 
Mli.I'TAAY CoN5nluc;no•, 'lrniiANs' 

~'""'llON,.u;i>RI!Ana~ 

Nm.tELAMt -.cu.11V 

Hon. Robert Wilkie 

([ongrt's of tbt 11nittb ll>tatat 
)tout of 1\tpr"tntatibd 
Da.ifJiugton. J)(: 20515-4.33\ 

February 9, 2009 

Assistant Secretary of Defense 
for Legislative Affairs 
U.S. Departntent ofDcfense 
1300 Defenst' Pentago,n 
Washington) D.C. 20301 

Dear Hon. Wilkie: 

~002/003 

----«> 408 C..WW<!N HOUSE OHICEIIUILOIOIO 
w ... -tt,OC 2116n 

czm 22&.-38414 

lmp;/Jantar.hau&e.gov ---1717 fll,lli-5. SUm; 1100 
RouoiC. RQac. TX 78G&I 

151ZI ~&-ttoa 

a1i44-11 SOUTH (iiNiil\ll. JlliiUe& DllftiE 
Tq-TX?GSOZ 

(264) 11113-13112 

Mr. ~ohn Rockey, President ofR.ockcy Enterprises regarding requests a copy ofthe 
lease criteria bid for GSA Lease, Solicitation Order 8TX242SA, has recendy contacted 
me. GSA desires to lease approximately SO,OOO square feet of office space in San 
Antonio to accommodate DOD Tricarc Management Activity Center. He is concerns why 
his viable Class B property offering is not considered. 

I have enclosed, for your review, copies of the correspondence I received. I would 
appreciate any infonnation you can pro~de so that I may pass it along to my constituent 
I trust that this case will receive your full consideration. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Cheryl, Bell County Office, 6544 
B South General Bruce Drive, Temple, TX. 76502, phone 254·933-1392. Thank you for 
your time. 

Sincerely, 

JobnCarter 
. Member of Congress 

JC:ch 
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MARCY KAPTUA, 0~10 
FJETER J. VISCLOSKV,INDIANA 
~ITA M. LOWEV, NEW VORK 
JOsE E. SERRANO, NEW YORK 
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JAMES P. MORAN. VflGINIA 
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ED PASTOA. AR~NA 
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CHEl EDWARDS, TEXAS 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY. RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
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SAM FARR. CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L .JACKSON, JR., IUINOIS 
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Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Q:ongrtss of thr CJ.B.nitnt ~tatts 
!\oust of 1Rrprtsrntatiuts 

[Ommitttr on appropriations 
ftlashin_gton, I)[ 20515-6015 

February 17, 2009 

JERRY LE'MS. CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA 
HAROW ROGERS, KENTUCI<Y 
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
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JOHN ABNEY CIJLBERSON. TEXAS 
NARK STEVEN KIRK. ILLINOIS 
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DENNIS R. REHBERG. MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS 
RODNEY AlE)IANOER. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT. CAUFORNIA 
J0 BONNER. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE. OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

CLERK ANO STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLV PHETO 

TELEPHONE, 
(2021225--2711 

Reference is made to my letter dated February 12, 2009, granting authorization to the Honorable 
Rush Holt, Chainnan ofthe Select Intelligence Oversight Panel, and Mr. Adam Harris, staff member of 
the Committee on Appropriations, to travel to Israel on February 20-23, 2009. The purpose ofthis trip is 
to w~:et with Intelligence Community t)ersonncl to discuss conditions in Israel. 

The purpose of this addendum letter is to change the dates of travel for the Honorable Rush Holt 
to February 19-23, 2003, and to February 18-23, 2009 for Mr. Adam Harris. 

It will be appreciated if officials of the Department would assist in making whatever 
arrangements are necessary for this travel. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~0~ 
Chairman 
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D.:..'Partmenl of DefenSt: 
Attn: Congressional Liaison 
1300 Dct~tSc Pentagon 
Washin&lc.:m, DC 20301 

February 16. 2009 

RE: Dale Lautenbach- Visions Upholstery and Canvas 

Dear Congressional J..iajson. 

l am writing on behalf of my constituent, Mr. Dale Lautenbach, owtler of Visions 
Upholstery and Canvas, a contractor for the Department of Defense. Mr. Lauti."'bach 
contacted my office for assi~1ance with correcting what he bet;eves to be an injustite 
regarding the acceptance of a recent bid to pnlduce gloves for the 000. 

~11,1 illif.t•fl :It "t'L~(Jiii~IK 

. aoo· 77a-ar>79 

Mr. Lautenbach sent a bid to the DOD on January 12, 2009, which was the deadline to 
bid on the proje<.1:. Unfortunately. the fax was nol received Wldlor processed by the DOD. 
A h!\fd copy ofthe proposal was also submitted via U.S. Mail. Mr. Lautenbach has 
already furnished a copy of his fax history that pnwes UUJt he sent the proposal on time, 
however this bid is still being held up by \.he legal department. 

J r:espectful.ly request thal you look into this n1a\ter to detennine if the proposal submitted 
by Visions Upholstery and Canvas can be accepted by th~ DOD. Mr. Lautenbach wishe.s 
l(l C()ntinue his good working relationship with the DOD and also put people back to 
work here in northeast Wisconsin. Thank you for your time and con.c;ideration in this 
matter. 

SK/rl 

Sincerely, 

s~ r;y, IWJ 
Steve Kagen, MD 
Member or Congress 

Iiiii~·~ t•••w•r·~• ntJ •"•"rr~ tdl•flr ,.,.. nrr.-«;r ru l'll'll'n:o 

·''·'·~··· 
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February 9, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This is in fwther reference to my letter of January 7, 2009, regarding Codel 
Tanner. Please note that the following Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable John Tanner (D-TN) and Mrs. Betty Ann Tanner 
The Honorable Jo Ann Emerson (R-MO) and Mr. Ron Gladney 
The Honorable Bart Gordon (D-TN) and Mrs. Leslie Gordon 
The Honorable Carolyn McCarthy (D-NY) 
The H~norable Dennis Moore <P-:-KS) ~ ·~. S~hene t4oore 
The Honorable J~ln) BooZinan (R-AR) 8nd Mr$:· Caihy Boozman 
The Honorable Jetf~er (R-FL) and Mrs. Vicki Miller 
The Honorable Mike Ross (D-AR) and Mrs. Holly Ross 
The Honorable David Scott (D-GA) and Mrs. Alfredia Scott 
The Honorable Charlie Melancon (D-LA) and Mrs. Peachy Melancon 
The Honorable Baron Hill (D-IN) 

Ms. Melissa Adamson, Professional Staff, HOuse Conunittee on Foreign Affairs 
Ms. Kathy Becker, Office of Rep. Tanner . 
Mr. Paul Belkin, CRS Detailee to House Committee on Foreign Affairs 

~~--------~SAF 
~~--------~SAF 
~,-------~.AF , 

USAF 
~..=..----------------r";":;"'~AF . . .... 

. . . . . . . . 
.__ ______ ....,...,··office of the Attending Physician 

. . .· . . . .· . . 



Please note that Mr. David Hobbs, NATO P A Secretary General. has been invited 
to travel with the delegation from Paris to Vienna. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

nON\CLj v~ 
NANCY PEL<hSI 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



February 9, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: • 

This i!l in further reference to my letter of January 1 S, 2009, regarding Codel John Lewis. 
Please note that Turkey, Greece, and the United Arab Emirates have been added to the itinerary. 
The foJiowing Members and staff are authorized to traveJ: 

The Honorable John Lewis (D-GA) 
The Honorable Spencer Bachus (R-AL) and Mr. Stuart Bachus 
The Honorable Jim McDermott (D-W A) and Mrs. Therese Hansen 
The Honorable SheiJaJackson-Lee (D~TX) 
The Honorable Loretta Sanchez (D-CA) 
The Honorable At Green (D-TX) 
The Honorable Andre Carson· (D~IN) and Mrs. Miriarna Carson 

Mr. Michael Collins, Floor Asst to the Chief Deputy Democratic Whip 
Mr. Michael Staley, Chief of Staff to Rep. Bachus · 
Ms. Jamila Thompson, Senior Policy Advisor to Rep. Lewis 
Ms. Brenda Jones, Communications Director to Rep. Lewis 

Please note that Mr. Stuart Bachus will be traveling with the delegation on a reimbursable 
basis per DOD directive. 

cc: 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this.inatter. 

Sincerely, 

nUM r~ 
NANCY PE:;jl · . 
Speaker ofth~':''ouse . , . 

The Honorable Lorraine C. Milter,,Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

':·. ·'· 
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PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISU\NO 
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SAM FARR.CAUFORNIA 
JESSE L JACICSON, JR. WNOIS 
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AUiiN BOYD, fi.ORIDA 
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STEVEN R.IIIOTHM.t.N, N!W J!IISEY 
SANFORD 0. SISHOP, JR .. GEORGIA 
~ BERIIV,ARI<ANSAS 
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TIM RYAN. OHIO 
C.A. "DUTCH• RUPI'EIISIERGER, MARYLAND 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington. D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

'!lousr of 'Rqnumtatiots 
ttommitttr on S)ppropriations 
:Uashington, f)~ 20515-6015 

Februaty 10,2009 

JEIIRVI.EWI&. CAUFORNIA 
C. W. BIU. 'IOUNG, FLOIIIIlA 
HAROUliiOGEAS,.Ii!H1VCICY 
fflANIC R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK IQI«iSTTN, GiORGIA 
RODNEY P. -UNGIIU'ISI!N, HaW JiMEY 
TODD TIAHRT.ICIINSAS 
rACHWAMP, 'R!N"'ES$EE! 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROIIII!TII. A0£11HOLT, ~MA 
JOANN !MERSON, MISSOUIII 
KAY GAANOiiR. TliliAS 
MI~K.-PSOII.OAHO 
JOHN AIINEYCUUIERSON. 1EliAS 

' MARUTEYEIUIRK.ILUNOIS 
""DEft CR£NSHAW, l'l.OIIIIlA 
DENNIS R. REHBeRG, MONTANA 
JOHN ll.eunD. TEXAS 
ROilNEY AUXANCIER,l.OUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT. CAUFORMA 
JO 80NNIII.AI.AIAMA 
ST'EIII!N C.LATCIURET'Il. OttiO 
TOM COLE. CIILAHOMA 

CI.£RKAND STAFFDIMICTOA 
BEYERLVPH!TO 

TW!PMONE: 
12021225-2771 

Authorization is hereby granted to Representatives C.W. Bill YoUDg, Rodney 
FreJinghuysen, Mike Simpson, and Ken Calvert, members of the Conimittee on Appropriations 
and Tom McLemore, professional staff member of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel 
on a CODEL led by Representative Carolyn Maloney to Naples, Rome, and Venice, Italy IDd 
Dublin, Ireland during the approximate time period of April14--20, 2009. The purpose oftbis 
trip is·to meet with Defense officials at A viano Air Foree Base and Vicenza Army Base to view 
operations and discuss resource requirements. In additiODt we will meet with US Ambassadors 
to Italy and Ireland~ as well as senior Italian officials for poli1icalloperational updates. Spouses 
are authorized to accompany the Member for reasons of protocol at no expense to the 
government. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid 
:from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U .S.C. 
1108(g). 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in makinc 
whatever arrangements are necC$sary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via military 
aircraft. 



HOUSE COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

11.6. l(to~t of 1\tpt~tntattb~ 
ur.t~mBton. act 2os15-eoas 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ONE HIJNCFIEO TENTH OONGRESS 

February 23, 2009 

AP. the new Administration prepares its fiscal year 2010 budget request for missile defense, I hope 
you will make providing our combatant commanders sufficient theater missile defense capability your 
highest priority within the existing missile defense budget. · 

The threat from short- and mediwn-range missiles represents the overwhelming ballistic missile 
threat to United States interests, its deployed foroes, and friends and allies around the world. Our military 
commanders recognize this point. The Joint Capability Mix Study n (JCM TI), conducted by the Joint 
Staff in 2007 to examine theater upper-tier missile defense requirements, concluded that to meet their 
minimum warlighing requirements, combatant commanders require nearly twice as many interceptors as 
the % Tenninal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) interceptors and 133 Standard Missile-3 (SM-3) 
interceptors currently planned. 

In testimony before the Senate Anned Services Committee in 2007, General James Cartwright 
stated that his priority with regard to missile defense was to expand, "beyond long-range intercontinental 
ballistic missiles to start to address those that hold at threat our forward deployed forces, or allies and our 
friends. Those are more in the short- and medhnn~range ballistic missiles, things that Patriot, Standard 
Missile-2 and [Standard Missile]-3 will be able to address, and THAAD as it comes on.'' 

Over the past several years, Congress has consistently directed the Department of Defense to 
devote greater priority within the existing missile defense program toward countering the short- and 
medium-range ballistic missile. threat. Commenting on the JCM II recommendations in the Joint 
Explanatory Statement that accompanied the Duncan Hunter National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2009 [Public Uw 110-4l7], the bill's managers stated they were, "deeply disappointed that 
the Department of Defense has not platmed or budgeted for. even this minimmn requirement, and we 
believe that achieving this rninimum inventory should be the highest priority for the Missile Defense 
Agency. We expect the Department of Defense to budget accordingly starting with the budget submission 
for fiscal year 2010." 

I fully agree with President Obama's position that we should only deploy missile defenses that 
have been sufficiently tested and proven to work. Theater missile defense systems. such as Patriot PAC-3, 
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THAAD, and Aegis Ballistic Missile Defense (Aegis BMD) meet the President's criteria. The Director of 
Operational Test and Evaluation's (DOT &E) Fiscal Year 2008 Annual Report stated that "the inherent . • 
B:MDS defensive capability against theater threats increased during the last fiscal year and DOT&E 
expects this trend to continue." Furthermore, in 2008, the commander of the Navy's Operational test and 
evaluation force declared the Aegis BMD 3.6 system to be operationally effective and suitable .. 

In addition to the JCM IT recommendations, there are other ways to focus our limited investments 
in mature systems that address near term threats. The Department should examine the feasibility of 
upgrading additional Aegis criiisers and destroyers to be able to· conduct ballistic missile defense 
·operations. Under the current program of record, only 22 Aegis cruisers and destroyers are phinned to be 
upgraded by the Missile Defense Agency. Given the existing operational demands on these. vessels. and 
growing requirement by combatant commanders around the W9fld for ballistic missile defense-capable 
ships, this assessment should be a priority. I would also encourage you to explore the options for 
deploying a land·based V!l'l'Sion of the SM-3 missile. Such a capability has the potential to expand missile 
defense coverage for U.S. deployed forces and our friends and allies around the world 

: : I recognize that the Administration will likely be forced to :make tradeoffs as it develops the fiscal 
year 2010 defense budget. Given the need to fund other high priority defense programs, ~uctions to the 
missile defense program may be required. However, due to the existing threat from short- imd medium­
.range ballistic missiles, the requirements of our regional combatant commanders, and the strong testing 
reeord of theater missile defense systems, I believe that addressing the recommendations outlined in the 
JCM II study (i.e., doubling the number of1HAAD and SM-3 interceptors) should be the Department's 
highest priority within the missile defense budget. I ask that you take this into 8ccount as you develop the 
fiscal.,year 2010 budget request. · · 

Thank you for }'Our consideration and attention. I look forward to your response. 

Ellen 0. Tauscher 
Chairman 
Subconimittee on Strategic Forces 
Committee on Armed Services 

cc: Honorable Peter R. Orszag, Director, Office of Management and Budget 
Honorable Johil Young, Under Secretary ofDefense for Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics 
Honorable Michelle Flournoy, Under Secretary ofDefense for Policy 
Admiral Gary Roughead, Chief of Naval Operations 
General James Cartwright, Vice Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff 

· General Kevin Chilton, Commander, U.S. Strategic Coi'JJIIUind 
Lieutenant General Patrick O'Reilly, Director, Missile Defense Agency 
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February 4, 2009 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

JERRY LEWIS. CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY 
FRANK R. WOLF, 1/IRGII\ILO. 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
ROONEY P FfiEUNGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAHAT, KANSAS 
lACH WAMP. TENNESS!;E 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT B. ACE~LT,ALAB;\MA 
JOANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS 
MICHAEL. K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CIJLSERSON, TEXAS 
MARK SlEVEN KIRK, IlliNOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIOA 
OENN~ R. REHBeRG, MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER. TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA 
KEN C"LVERT, CALIFORNIA 
JO BOIIIIER, ALABAMA 
STEIIEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

CU:RK AND SlAFF OIRECTOR 
BEVERL V PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
(2112)225-2771 

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable Ed Pastor, a Member of 
the Committee on Appropriations, to travel to Australia and New Zealand, during 
the approximate time period of February 13-22, 2009. The purpose of this trip is 
to meet with government officials, to review intelligence and energy programs. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this 
travel shall be paid from appropriations available for examination of estimates in 
the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 11 08(g). Spouses are authorized to 
accompany the members of this delegation for reasons of protocol at no expense 
to the government. 

!twill be appreciated if you will have Pt?rsonnel from the Department assist 
in making whatever arrangements are necessary for this' travel. The travel will be 
conducted via military aircraft. · 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Chairman 
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~ngrrss of thr tinitnl ~tatts 
JOHN W. OLV£R, MASSACHUseTTS 
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CAROUNA 
OIET EDWARDS. TEXAS 
PATRICKJ. KENNEDY. RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
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SAM FARR, CALIFORNlA 
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CAROlYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYD. FLORIDA 
OiAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEV 
SANFOIID D. BISHOP. JR .. GEORGIA 
MARION BERRY,ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE. CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA. CAUFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

!\oust of Rtprr.srnmtiocs 
[Ommitttt on 2lpproprtatinns 
Utashington, llQ: 20515-6015 

February 17, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG. FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY 
FIIANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
ROONEY P. FRELINGHUVSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAHRT. KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
~OBERT S. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA 
JO ANN EMERSON. MISSOURI 
KAY GiiANGER, TEXAS 
MICHAel K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS 
MAAK STEVEN KIRK. ILLINOS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS Fl REieatG, MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER. TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEKAM>EA. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT. CALIFORNA 
JO BONNER, AJ.NJAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE, ()I( LAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERL V PHETO 

TELEP!iONE: 
1202) 225-2711 

Authorization is hereby granted to Sarah Young, staffmemberofthe Committee on 
Appropriations. to travel- during the approximate time period of March 4 - 6. 2009, to San Jose, 
California. The purpose of this trip is to receive an overview of the plan that authorizes the 
creation of a new Enterprise Architecture (EA) to comprehensively resolve persistent electronic 
health record issues. 

Per diem expenses of not to exceed $109 per day, or the rate specified for High Cost· 
Geographical Areas, whichever is higher, plus transportation and other authorized costs, shall be 
paid from appropriations available under Public Law 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 11 08(g)) for 
examination of estimates in the field. 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Departtnent assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via 
commercial aircraft. 
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February 23, 2009 

Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG. FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROG£115, KENTIJCI(Y 
FRANK R. WOLF, YIAGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
ROONEY P. FREUNGHUVSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAHRT. KANSAS 
ZACII WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM,IOINA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA 
JOANN EMERSON. MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER. TEXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON. IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CIJLBERSON. TEXAS 
..,ARK STEVEN KIRK. ILLINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG. MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS 
AOONE'V ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA 
KEN CAL VERT. CAI.IFORNIA 
JO BONNER. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. l.J.TOURETTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

ClERK ANO STAFF DIRECTOR 

BEVERLY PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
(202) ~25-1771 

Reference is made to my letter dated February 10,2009, granting authorization 
for members and staff to travel on a CO DEL led by Carolyn Maloney, to travel to Naples, 
Rome, and Venice, Italy and Dublin, Ireland during the approximate period of 
April14- 20, 2009. 

The purpose of this addendum letter is to additionally authorize Representative 
Steven LaTourette to travel on this CODEL. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~o'!lAA CIWrman ~ ~ - ( 



·\. 

(l!ongrtss nf t~t Jtniteb ~tatts 
lllasiJingtnn, J(!t 2U.515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 

Last October the United States Congress passed, and President Bush signed into law, the 
Code Talkers Recognition Act, Public Law 110-420. Senator Inhofe and 1 were the lead sponsors 
of this bill in our respective legislative bodies. The purpose of this act is to award the 
Congressional Medal of Honor to a select group of Native Americans for their heroic service in 
World Wa•· 1 or World War II. 

Found within the legislation is .a directive asking the Defense Department, along with the 
Treasury Department, to help fully indentft)' aU individuals who at-e deselving of this award. 

SectionS, subparagraph (b) states: 

The Seet'Ctary of Treasury, in consultation with the Sec•·etary of Defense and dlC tl'ibes, shall: 

( 1) Detennine the identity, to the maximum extent practicable, of each Native American 
Tribe that had a member of that tribe sel'Ve as a Native American Code Talker, with the 
exception of the Navajo Tribe. . 

(2) Include the name of each Native American tribe~ identified under subparagraph (a) on a 
list 

(3) Provide the list, and any updates to the list to d1e Smithsonian Institution for maintena~ 

Over the last few months our offices have held meetings with officials from the 
Department of Defense and the Depm"tment ofthe Treasury in an attempt to move this process 
forward. After speaking with all the parties involved. it is our understanding that the Office of 
tl1e Anny Historian or some other archival depm·tment within the Department of Defense has a 
tentative list of individuals who would be deemed "Code Talkers" within the definitions of the 
recently passed legislation. 

1 am writing to ask you to expedite this identification process so that the United States 
Congress can move forward in honoring these brave soldiers. I will enclose a copy of the public 
law pettinent to this request fur your review. If you have any questions about our expedited 
request, feel free to contact Tom Wharton (226-2275/Boren) Ol' Clark Peterson (224ft 
4721/Inhofe). · 

Sincerely, 

Dan Boren 
Member of the House ofRep1-esentatives 

PIIINTED ON R~CYCI.~D PAPER 



The Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 1 0~ 2009 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Earl Pomeroy, a member of the House 
Dem0013Cy Assistance Coounission (HDAC), to lead a delegation to Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Kosovo, and Macedonia on official business during the approximate time 
period of April 4-10, 2009. 

The main purpose of this trip is to conduct meetings with members of the Kosovo 
. Assembly and the Assembly of the Republic ofMacedonia in conjunCtion with the 
mission of the Commission. In Bosni' the delegation will meet with members of the 
national parliament, the national executive, and other leaders to better understand the 
constitutional refonn process and to discuss HDAC efforts within the region. A list of 
authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date. Spouses of Members may travel 
at no cost to the government for protocol purposes only. 

IC would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to faeilitate this mission, • 
well as Marine ~ and military air tnmsportation. Authorization for the expenditwe 
of fimds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). f 

Thank yo'u in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely • 

. nl!Kl<AJ rp~ 
NANCY PE1:A>SI 
·Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miiter;· Cleit · 
U.S. House of RepresentatiVes . · 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary . 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 2b301 • 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 5, 2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of January 22, 2009, regarding Codel 
Boehner. Please note that the delegation will no longer be traveling to Turkey, but has 
added Belgium to the itinerary. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

0 ~.d..w 
NAN :::LaS! 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, OC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 2, 2009 

This is in further reference tom letter of January 22, 2009, r:egarding Codel 
Hoyer. Please note th (b)(&) has been requested as escort. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

n~~~~ 
NANCYPE SI 
Speaker of · House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. MiUer, Cleric 
U.S. House of Representatives 
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(0031 641-9536 
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f:ongre.s'~ of tbe llnittb ~tate~ 
~ou!5e of llepre!ientatibe5 

Dasbington,/i£ 20515 

February 17, 2009 

·The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
READINESS 

MIUTARV PERSONNEL 

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR 
WORKFOA:CE PROTeCTION 

HEAL "THY fAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES 

COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES 
INSuL.AA AFFAIRS. OceANS AND Wn.nuFE 

NATIONAL PARKS, foRESTS AND 
PUBLIC LANDS 

www.shea-pot1er.house.gov 

We are writing to express our concern about recent reports that the Department of 
Defense has awarded KBR a $35.4 million contract that includes major electrical projects 
and request that you review the contract award and report to us explaining why the 
contract award was made to KBR, given its long record of deficient electrical work in 
Iraq. 

As you are aware, KBR has held a contract fur building maintenance for U.S. military 
facilities in Iraq· since 2003. During this time, there have been numerous investigations 
into the dangers KBR's faulty electrical work is creating for our military personnel. The 
Department of Defense Inspector General is currently investigating the electrocution 
deaths of18 Americans (16 soldiers and 2 contractors) in KBR-maintained facilities. 
KBR is under criminal investigation for the electrocution deaths of several U.S. soldiers 
in Iraq. The House Committee on Oversight and Govenunent Reform conducted an in­
depth investigation into the problem of electrocutions in U.S. facilities in Iraq and the 
death of Staff Sgt. Ryan Maseth, 24, a decorated Green Beret electrocuted in his shower 
on January 2; 2008. The Connnittee's investigation showed that KBR was alerted to the 
deficiencies in this and other cases, but failed to take corrective action. In 2008, the 
Defense Contract Management Agency (DCMA) issued a "Level III Corrective Action 
Request" to KBR, indicating that the contractor was in "serious non-compliance." This 
action request, the final warning before a contract is terminated, points to KBR's 
continuing failure to ensure electrical safety for our troops. With this history, it is not 
surprising that Capt. David J. Gfa:ft: commander of the DCMA's International Division, 
was quoted in an Associated.Press article, stating that .. many within DOD have lost or are 
losing all remaining confidence in KBR' s ability to successfully and repeatedly perform 
the required-electrical support services mission in Iraq." 

Despite these serious, ongoing concerns, the Department of Defense has awarded KBR a 
new contract that includes the type of work that KBR failed to perform adequately for 
years. Threats to the safety and lives of soldiers or others because ofknown hazards and 
negligent perfonnance of work are not acceptable. 



We would therefore appreciate a thorough review of the recent contract award to KBR. 
At the very least, when our soldiers put their lives on the line for us in a war zone, we not 
only owe them the assurance that they will not be electrocuted in the shower on their 
return from a mission, but also that those who provide them with services put our 
soldiers' safety ahead of their profits. 

Thank you for your consideration, and we look forward to your response. 

Sincerely, 

~~· 

~.~.~ 





HARRY TEAGUE 
2ND DISTRICT. NEW ME)(ICO 

WASHINGTON OfFICE: 

1007 LoNGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC ~0515 
PHONE: (2021 22&--2365 

FAX: (2021 225-9599 
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~binuton, J)<!C 20515-3102 

The Honorable Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301·1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

February 17, 2009 

COMMITTEES: 

TRANSPORTATION AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

SUBCOMMn"TEES: 

RAILROADS, PIPELINES. AM> 

HAZARDOUS MATERt4LS 

WATER, REsouRCes AND ENVtRONMENT 

VETERANS' AFFAIRS 
ECOOIOMIC 0PPOfiTVNifV 

HEALTH 

I am writing to update you on the.situation regarding the improper administration of insulin at 
William B:eaumont Army Medical Center (WBAMC) in El Paso, Texas. · 

On February 5~ 2009, I wrote to WBAMC Commander, Colonel James Baunchalk, requesting 
answers to questions I had about the incident Last Friday, February 13, 2009, Colonel 
Baunchalk responded in writing to my list of questions. Those responses are attached for your 
information. Colonel Baunchalk, s staff has also been in contact with my office and has provided 
me with tl!e following p~eces of i¢oima:tiOil-: : . 

Of the 2,114 persons that may have received an insulin injection with the .. pen device", 
1,188 persons have been contacted. 

144 persons h:ave died due to conditions unrelated to this incident. 

. 630 _pe~ons have had blood dr~wn for testing. 

33.4% (or 6S8 of the 1,970 living persons) are veterans.· 

782 (or 39.690/o) have yet to be contacted. 

In addition, this Saturday, February 13,2009, I visited WBAMC and viewed the insulin injection 
device th8~ was improperly used. I received a briefing on the proper procedure for the insulin 
pen, as well as a tour of the hospital. 

-------------------DISIRICTOFFICES:-

200 EAST BROADWAY, SuiTE 200 
HOBBS, N M 88240 

PHONE: I 5751 393-0510 
FAx: 1575) 393-ll026 

135 WEST G~IGilS AVENUE 

~":':,~~:ul~~~~~~::: ~~~~UII 
fAX: (575152~99 IIIU 
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II SCHOOL OF MINES AOAD 
Socoo•o, NM 87801 

PHONE: (5761 836-11719 
fAX: (575)835-8931 



The events that have transpired at William Beaumont are unacceptable. Although I have been 
informed that investigations are planned, we still do not now have an understanding of how the 
mistake could have occurred. I believe that WBAMC patients who received the shots face · 
serious health risks, and I have made it clear that I view this situation with the utmost 
seriousness. 

I ask you to closely monitor the situation at WBAMC to make sure affected patients are 
contacted, tested, and, if necessary, expeditiously treated. Y9ur oversight of the investigations is 
also important to ensure they are exhaustive and impartial. , 

I look forward to working with your office on a solution that prevents this from happening again. 

If you have any other questions in regards to this matter, please feel free to contact me at 202-
225-2365. 

J!:~/~uz 
Member of Congress 



Gtongress of t}Je 'ltniteb §tates 
-.aalfingtDD, llC 20515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates· 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

February 10,-2009 

Congratulations on your reappointment as our nation~s Secretary ofDefense. I am extremely 
appreciative and grateful to you for your outstanding service to our nation as an Air Force officer, 
senior intelligence official and 1myielding advocate for the men and women serving m our nation's 
Armed Services. ln the coming yars, I am confident that your leadership will guide the Department . 
of Defense to more actively promote the health and wellbeing of our men and women in unifonn. 

Recently, the United States Army announced that suicide rates among Active Duty, Reserve and 
National Guard troops reached a record high in 2008, swpassing nationwide civilian rates. While the 
cause for this dramatic increase is still being investigated, it is evident that greater emphasis needs to 
be put on the mental health of our men and women in unifonn and those retired veterans who preocded 
them. 

Today, we know more about post traumatic stress disorder, traumatic brain injury and depression than 
we have at any point in our history. Medical professionals now have the ability to treat or even prevent 
these disordm if they are addressed quickly. Unfortunately, many sufferers are uninfonned of their 
options, unable to access them or are too embarrassed to seek help. · 

In light of these rising suicides, Congress and the current Administration have a responsibility .to 
promote and fund initiatives that make mental health care an ongoing process for all military 
pelS()nnel, beginning at enlistment and continuing long after returning ftom, combat. Our troopslnd 
.veterans should never be made to ieel weak or abandoned when seeking professional help. By fully 
funding and properly prioritizing :nilitary and Veterans Administration mental health initiatives, we 
can c:ounteract the pervasive culture of denial and push a new culture of acceptanCe and treatment. 

In the coming months, I look forward to working with you and your staff in redoubling our efforts to 
provide quality mental health services to all service members, past and present. Thank you apia for 
all of your efforts and I look forward to working with you on this aitical issue. 

PRitmlD ON RECYCLED PAPal 



DEMOCRATS 

BOB RUlER, CAUFORNIA, CHAI-AN 

CORRINE BROWN, FLORIDA 
\IIC SNYDER, ARKANSAS 
MICHAEL H. MICI-fA.UO. MAINE 
STEPHANIE HERS En< SANDLIN. SOUTH DAlOTA 
HAARY E. MITCHEll, ARIZONA 
JOHN J. HALL, NEW YORK 
DEBORAH L HALVORSON. ILLINOIS 
THOMAS S.P. PERRIELLO. VIRGINIA 
HARRY TEP.GU€. NEW MEXICO 
CtRO D. RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS 
JOE DONNELLY. INDIANA 
JERRY McNERNEY. CALIFORNIA 
ZACHARYT. SPACE, OHIO 
TIMOTHY J WAlZ. MINNESOTA 
JOHN H. ADLER, NEW JERSEY 
ANN KIRKPATRICK, ARIZONA 
GLENN C. NYE. VIRGINIA 

MALCOM A. SHORTER 
STAfF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

it.&. J)ou~e of ll\tpresentattbts 
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

335 CANNON HOUSE 0FACE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515. 

http://vetera ns.house. gov 

February 9, 2009 

REPUBLICANS 

STEll£ BUVEII. INDIANA, RANKING 

CUFF STEARNS, F"LOfiiDA 
JERRY MORAN, KANSAS 
HENRV E. BROWN. JR .. SOUTll CAROLINA 
JEFF MILLER, FLORIDA 
JOHN BOOZMAN. ARKANSAS 
BRIAN P. BILBI\AY, CALIFORNIA 
DOUG tp.MBORN, COLORADO 
GUS M. 81LIRAKIS. FLORIDA 
VERN BUCHANAN, FLORIDA 
DAVID P. ROE. TENNESSEE 

KINGSTON E. SMITH 
REPUSUCAN STAFF OOlECTOR 

AND CHIEF COUNSEL 

This letter is to authorize Juan Lara, Majority Staff Director of the Subcommittee on Economic 
Opportunity; Mike Brinck. Minority Staff Director ofthe Subcommittee on Economic 
Opportunity to travel on official committee oversight business to Sites in Florida from February 
16 to February 19,2009. The purpose of the travel is to visit various Transition Assistance 
Program Workshops in Jacksonville, MacDill, and Key West. 

The expenditure of funds for payment and actual expenses and transportation is authorized by 
Title 31, U .S.C 11 08(g). Travel will be conducted by military and/or commercial aircraft up to 
business class, including foreign flag carriers when U.S. carriers are not available. 

If there are any questions, please have your staff coordinate with Mr. Juan Lara at (202) 226-
5491 or Mike Brinck at (202) 226-3668. Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

BF/ jl 

•, ' .. . : ··•. 

··"":. 

'•. 

. . . ~ 

Sincerely, 

'-S.t 
BOBFILNER 
Chairman 



~Jlelosi 
~oftft2~ 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington. DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 11. 2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of January 8. 2009, regarding my codel to 
Italy and Southwest Asia. The following Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), Speaker of the House, and Mr. Paul Pelosi 
The Honorable John Larson (D-CT) and Mrs. Leslie Larson 
The Honorable George Miller (D-CA) and Mrs. Cynthia Miller 
The Honorable Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) 
The Honorable William Pascrell, Jr. (D-NJ) 
The Honorable Anna Eshoo (D-CA) 
The Honorable Edward Markey (D-MA) and Dr. Susan Blumenthal 
The Honorable Michael Capuano (D-MA) and Mrs. Barbara Capuano 

The Honorable Wilson Livingood, Sergeant at Arms 
The Honorable Brian Monaghan. Attending Physician 
Mr. Michael Sheehy, Senior Policy Advisor to the Speaker 
Mr. Nadeam Elshami, Deputy Communications Director to the Speaker 
Ms. Stacy Kerr, Special Assistant to the Speaker 
Ms. Kate Knudson, Personal Assistant to the Speaker 
Ms. Bridget Fallon, Director of Protocol to the Speaker 
Mr. Philip DeAndrade, Senior Advisor to the Speaker 
Mr. Steve Rus Office of Photography 

< X6) DSS Agent 

~~~6~> ______ ~USAF 
l~i(b~)(6~> =========~1SAF 
g:rl<b:;-;,><6=-> ____ _____.., USAF 
r<b><6> L.__ _ _ _ _ -l USAF 



Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

r~a-"'4 --r~ 
NANCY PELOSI 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 



~~Jehnri 
$peaiter nf tit~~ 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense. 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 13,2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of February 11, 2009, regarding my codel 
to Italy and Southwest Asia. 

Please note that Mr. Uam Wasley, US Department of State, has been invited to 
travel with the delegation in Italy. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

n~~1k 
NANCYPEL SI 
Speaker of the ouse 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 

·, ·:: .. 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 13, 2009 

This letter will authorize Ms. Janice McK.imey, Assistant Director of the Office 
of Interpar1iamentary Affairs, to join the Committee on Foreign Affairs Codel Engel to 
Mexico, Nicaragua, and Jamaica during the approximate period of February 16-22;2009. 
The purpose of the trip is to meet with government and non-government leaders in 
Mexico, Nicaragua, and Jamaica to discuss relations with the U.S., regional security and 
narco-trafficking, and balateral trade 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance 
as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Air 
Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for 
the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, /.':) 

()~ r~tL~ 
NANCY PtLOSI 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

. ' ~ .· :· -,· : . ~ . ,_ ... 

. ~ : '. •'•. . 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 

March 3, 2009 

United States Department of Defe11se 
1 00 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates. 

~0021002 

I want to flag a matter now before you, the oonstruction of the North Carolina 
National Guard's Joint Forces Headquarters jn Raleigh, NC. This facility will 
not only serve as the nerve center for our state Guard operations; it will aJso 
house ow State Emergency Operations Center. This project and several 
million dollars in state funding have been on bold awaiting federal funding. 

I understand that a decision to provide funding for the project is now pending 
in your office; J strongly encourage you to approve the funding. J would be 
eager to discuss any questions you may have about the project. 

t:;IJ y} ·if.. h" 'Sincerely, 

J ' rr- rl. Q_y ~ 
~ -r· ·-r;;..n rt DAVID PRICE 
4,p.J v~ Member of Congress 

liP r- / 
Jh····p..o--r 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 13, 2008 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Shelley Berkley, Chairwoman of the 
Transatlantic Legislator's Dialogue (TLD), to lead a delegation ofMembers and staff to 
the Czech Republic, Lithuatria, and Estonia during the approximate period of April 13-
20, 2009. The purpose of the trip is to attend 1he 66th meeting of the Transatlantic 
Legislators' Dialogue (TLD) and to meeting with government officials in each country to 
discuss bilateral relations, engagement with Russia, Jewish issues, and to observe the 
implementation of the Visa Waiver Program. For protocol purposes only, spouses may 
travel at no cost to the govenunent A list of authorized travelers will follow at a later 
date. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is n~JU¥1 1 atioojQJ]_ 'litate this mission, as 
well as Air Force escort ~d b)(&) and military air 
transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the actual and necessary 
expenses should be made pmsuant to 31 U.S. C. 11 08(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attenti~ to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~,~{P~ 
NANCY· :PELOSI 
~peaker . , . . :. 

cc: :The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller; Cl~ 
U.S. H~ ofRepresentativ.es .· . ·· .. 

. .... :•,,·. 

·· .. . . .. 
. .. . .. . 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Deparbnent of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 13, 2009 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Lois Capps, a member of the House 
Democracy Assistance Commission (liD A C), to lead a delegation to Haiti on official 
business during the approximate time period of May 7-12, 2009. 

The main purpose of this trip is to conduct meetings with members of the Haitian 
Parliament in conjunction with the mission of the Commission. Meetings with executive 
branch officials and site visits to USAID/Haiti projects are also envisioned. A list of 
authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date. Spouses of Members may travel 
at no cost to the government for protocol purposes only. 

I~ would be appreciated if the Deparbnent ofDefense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Marine escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of fi.mds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

cc: 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

n41nt!-4f '?J.c.· J 

NANCY PJi.OSI 
Speaker 

The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk. 
U.S. House of Representatives · · 

f :. -~ • : 

~. , : 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 23,2009 

We are writing to request that you promptly and fully distribute authorized compensation to members of 
our Anned Forces whose service has been extended by the Department of Defense's stop loss policy. 

Over the past seven years, over 160,000 military personnel have had their service duty contracts 
extended due to stop loss orders. Today, there are over 12,000 soldiers in the active Army, Army Reserve and 
Army National Guard who remain on active duty beyond their scheduled separation date as a result of stop loss. 
This policy especially impacts the National Guard and Reservists, many of whom have already been deployed 
much longer than they expected. This is ~hy we introduced legislation in the 11 oth Congress to provide 
payments to service members for each month they are extended as a result of stop loss. 

On September 30, 2008, the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing Appropriations 
Act, 2009 was signed into law (P .L. 11 0-329). The bill provided that all military personnel that have had their ...... / 
service duty contracts involuntarily extended due to stop loss orders, during Fiscal Year 2009 will receive /_, 
compensation. The bill also allocated $72 million for the Compensation, thus providing enough to compensate 
each soldier with the full $500 amount 

It has been nearly five months since the bill was signed into law and stop loss compensation payments 
have yet to be distributed. We urge you to work with the House and Senate Appropriations Defense 
Subcommittees to develop a thorough and appropriate disbursement plan as quickly as possible to fulfill the 
Department's obligations under P.L. 110-329. Our soldiers are heroically and bravely defending our country 
abroad, and they are awaiting the much-deserved recognition and compensation for the unforeseen sacrifice so 
many have been called on to perfonn. 

Thank you for your prompt attention and your consideration of this important request. 

Sincerely, 

PRINTED ON R~CYCLEO PAPER 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 2()301 

Dear Mr. Secrc1ary: 

February 23, 2009 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Steny Hoyer, Majority Leader, to lead a 
delegation to Denmark. France, Iraq and Afghanistan on official business during the 
approximate time period of May 29 - JuneS, 2009. The pwpose of this trip will be to 
conduct bilateral discussions on national security and energy issues in Denmark; to meet 
with government officials regarding national security and human rights challenges in 
France; and to meet with government officials and US military commanders and troops in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. A list of authorized Members (approximately 8) and staff will 
follow at a later date. For protocol PurPoses only, spouses of Members will travel at no 
cost to the government 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense wouJd furnish such assistance 
as is~· incl~ transportation, to facilitate this mission. as weJl as Marine 
escort ~(&) and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, .···--·-·- -- · - · · -- . - · 

n--~ ?.J..i --
NANCYPEWSI 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller; Clctk 
U.S. House of RepresentativeS 

: : . 
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I 
HOUSE COMMI'ITEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

'1."he Ho.nonble Daraek Obam• 
The White House 
Washinp1.11. D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 
I 

11.6. J(louse of l\qltesmtatib~ 
Misbinlt'On. •tt 20Sl5-6035 

Ot.lf11UMDI\m TI!NlH CONGAEiSS 

March 4, 2009 

If reports 11'41 accurate, it i$ our undetstanding that you sent a letter to RU&ian Prtlident 
Medvedev last month nposting )'OW' Ad:minittration would halt the development of a Europoan mis&ile 
dcfease system in exchanp fOf RliBSian assistauee to stop Iran !!.'Om developing nu~lcar warheads llld 
balJistic missile.. We are concerned that the Administration may be unde.rtaldng a sutprisinaly uwlateral 
action. Though we share yol;V strons dovotion to our national security and. tba ~urity of our allies, we 
believe il i& unwise and. premature to offer such l conccWon. We urge you to clarifY your . 
Administration's position and respectfully cauticm apinst a policy ~t relies too heavily on Rusaiaa 
cooperation. 

I . . 
R.e.ports of the letter aro disconce11ing for a number of reasons. Foremost. the policy doea not . 

adequately recognize the threat poaed by Iran. Moreover, it reels on a qussti.onahlc asswnption that 
Russia can ef&ct:i.veiy cudl lran't uuelear ambitions and weakeDa our position in future bilatetal 
negotiations. Lastly, it undemlinos NATO's e:JldOJtament of me P.uropean missile dtf~ proposal In 
panicular, it und.-euta our allies-the Czech Republic and Poland-who received bipartisan wura.nces 
tbiLt oaco they approved the missile defezls" agreements, the U.S. would provide IUPPOrt and funding. 

~sia 'a a.etiona, particularly in &stem Burope, give w little con.fidenee tbat they em be rolie4 
upon to f'ollow thrcugh with such a eoinmitment. Ovec1he last year, as yOu know, Ru.,aia baa pursued a. 

- divisive policy to re-e:xert its SovitWra sphere Bf intluence. During this time,· Russia invaded Geor.gia. 
intimidated other nations fromjomma NATO, and tMea.tcned to target Baaaem Elll'Ope with 1.uclear 
utissflea should the proposed European missile defense sites be built. :Further~ amidst a global economic 
crisis, Russia bas di.aropted ~ta of natml gas to Bwope foT the s.econd tb:ne in tbmo years. Most 
r=cently, R.UisiA tJted &ancial incentives to pmnade Kyrgyzstan to deny the U.S, access tO it$ Manas 
military bue in Ol"der to support coa.Utio11 operations iD Atpanistan. Givon 1hoae event~, we teriously 

. question reliance upon llU$1ia'a support for a. common approach on Iran. or missile defense. 

Iran bas clarly htdicated they havo no imention of halting their wclear or ballistic: missile 
Prosrams. and their recent actions Substantiate this pOint. Last month, they launched a satelUte into orbit · 
using dnal-use,·long-range ballistio missile tedmology. !.ut weekend, the: Chairman of the Joint Chle& 
of Staff lllllouncGd. that Inn ha.s enough enriched lll'acium f'cr a nuclear weapon. Two weeks ago, the 
Int~onal Atomic Energy' Ageocy found that bn undMcstimatad by a tbird how much 1.ll'lllium it has 
e:unchcd and noted that lran paa a total of 5,600 centtifuges-tn incteue from the 3.800 listed in a 

141 001 
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November 2008 repOrt-despite three rouruie ofUnited Nations S~ty Council sanctions. 

· Despite these devel~nts. R.uuian leaders have iodicated. & ftmdamental disagreement with the 
Weat•s views on the threat poaed by In.n. Simply put, they apparently do not see a Weal. furt:henl1orc, 
Moscow eontim&e& to btaefd economically. ftom its support oflran's nuelear ptogiam. spccifieally 
through the Bushehr nuclear reactor it has helped. Inn bwJd. Por aU these reasons, wo Iemai:l slceplical 
that Ru8sia would be in a position to halt Iran's nuclear and ballistic misJile ambitions,IDdc:aulious ofa 
strategy ~ relie~~ on that nation• a action vis-l-vis Iran to prote!Ot us and our allies. 

Furthctmorc, we anticipate biliteral arms contfel negations whh R.\IS&ia tbis )'Oil and lllil 
coucemcd that any concession~ promised in tbis regald may prejudice favorable outcome& AI Robert 
Kagan Eectntly noted, "'If Ru.ssian load.u believe that the: United States is looking for a way· out. .. the)' 
will acptia1e. accotdinaly. ~might ad; why they should make IL doll M all. • J!P.uuia perceives it 
can gain U.S. ccnu:easioi!B on rmssilo defei:J;e JlOW, will it be :more likely to demand i['ea.ter conce$SiOD$ 
later i~ negotiation~ Ma.rms centro!, oonpro~n., and cotmll!%...teaorilm? 

Lastly, aa you know, the European misiile ddente proposal is a NATO poliey. DuiU1glut 
year's Bucbarest Sumunt, ita leaders udorsed tile proposal to place 10 j~tora in Polal1d and a radar 
In the C:toch Republic, citing its .. subitantW eaotribution to "the protection of Allies." Aocordins to the 
studiea we've seen. this proposal is cost-.eff'eQivo lind the technology, which is largely baseci on 11ysten11 
ficldod to4a.y in Alaska azad Califomia. works. Should the UDited States j.uisou this PfOpOSa], we .risk 
l.osin8 our credibility both in the alliaDee and aa a global leader in buildioi collective sec\Ulty. In tad&y"s 
CGq)lcx geopolitical 011vir01unent, our relationship with our allies and friends il puamomrt to add&"essms 
our mutual security concems. What message 4oes it send to out allies--spedfieally the Czech Republic 
and Polami--that tbe United SIB.tos may not carry out its security commitments? 

We strongly sappon the~~ ofpnM~D.ting Jmn fiOm. deVeloping nuclsu ~ and ballistic 
missiles. and believe it is in Russia •s intmlts to wolk with dle intcrnadonali;OUIDlWiity to move tbil 
goal. HDwc:ver. W$ do not believe that temlinating the EurQpom miasilc =rcnso proposal In exchaugo 
for R.uaslaa asaistaoce with Ina i1 the beat caurse ot a.cti.on to moec ovr national secvrity objectives. 

l:-fr, Presidllll.t, in the future, we hope you will choose consultation with the Congress and our 
allies' JnsteacJ: ofuDil•teral amioo when cn.fling such important po1ic:y proposals. There is bipartisan 
S\lppOrt in Coosress for European missile defcmse and WL!l·look: fonvud to the c:lariftR-tion of your 
potiti~ on Ibis vital issue. AI yo~ diseuss our collective security cballeuges with 1M intenwional 
community, we encourage you to send a clear, mspatent, and consistent message to our allies chat we · 

.(,· will hQrlOI' our coUcctiovc sccuri~ commitments. · · 

M.Mdiup 
'naMbbor 

I 
~: The Honorable Hillary Clinton 
Cc: The Hon~nable llobert Gates 

Sincerely, 

Michul Tumer 
Member of Congress 

ltJ 002 
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DEMOCRATS 

BOB RLNER. CAUFDRI'RA. CHAIRMAN 

CORRINE BROWN. FLORIDA 
VIC SNYDER, ARKANSAS 
Mtc'HAEL ~ MICHAUD, MAINE 
STEPMNIE HERSETH SANDLIN. SOUTH DAKOTA 
HARRY ~- MITCHRL, ARIZONA 
JOHN J. HALl NEW YOI1K 

11.-i>. ~OUUt of 1\tprt~tntatibtU 
DEBORAH L. HALVORSON. ILLINOIS 
THOMAS S.P. PERRIELLO, VIRGINIA 
HARRY TEAGUE, NEW MEXICO 
CIAO D. RODRIGUEZ. TEXAS 
JOE DONNELLY, INDIANA 
JERRY McNERNEY, CALIFORNIA 
ZACHARYl. SPACE, OHIQ 
TIMOTHY J, WAL.Z. MINNESOTA 
JOHN H. ADLER, NEW JERSEY 
ANN KIRKPATF\ICI( ARIZONA 
GLENN C. NVE, VIRGINIA 

MALCOM A. SHORTER 
STAfl" OIRECiOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

335 CANNON HoUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051 5 

http://veterans.house.gov 

February 18, 2009 

REPUBLICANS 

$T&VE BUV&R, ININANA, -lNG 

CUFF STEARNS. FLORIDA 
JERRY MORAN, KANSAS 
HENRY E. IIAOIMV. JR.. SOUTH CAROLINA 
JEFF MILLER. FLDIIIDA 
JOHN BOOZMAN. ARKANSAS 
BRIAN P. BILBRAV. CALIFORNIA 
DOUG LAMBORN. COLORADO 
GUS M. BH.IRAKIS, FLORIDA 
VERN BLICHANAN. FLORIDA 
DAVID P. ROE, TENNESSEE 

KINGSTON E. SMlTH 
REPUBLICAN STAff DIRECTOII 

AND CHIEF COUNSEL 

This letter is to authorize Juan Lara, Majority Staff Director of the Subcommittee 
on Economic Opportunity; Mike Brinck, Minority Staff Director ofthe 
Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity to travel on official committee oversight 
-~usiness to sites in Washington from April6 to April10, 2009. The purpose of 
travel is to attend various Transition Assistance Program Workshops in Ft. Lewis 
AFB, Bremerton AFB, McChord AFB, and F;~irchildAFB, Washington. 

·. ~ ' . ·. ' ··: . . ' 

The expenditure of funds for payment and actual expenses and transportation is 
authorized by Title 31, U. S.C 11 08(g). Travel will be conducted by military and/or 
commercial aircraft up to business class, including foreign flag carriers when U.S. 
carriers are not available. 

If there are any questions, please have your staff coordinate with Juan Lara at (202) 
226-5491 and Mike Brinck.at (202) 226-3668. Thank you for your assistance in 
this matter. · 

Sincerely, 

BOBFILNER 
Chairman.. .: ! 

' .·· ··: 

JL/ot 

. ' 

. ~ . . 
. . . .. . . ~ 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

m.~. ~Omit Of 1\tprt!tntatibtf 
Cd:ommittet on §gritulturt 

'Ba~lngton, J)fr 20515 

February 19, 2009 

.A ·.· .. 

This letter is to serve as an amendment to the authorization letter for an Agriculture Committee 
factMfinding Congressional Delegation to be lead by the Tim Holden of Pennsylvania, a member of this 
Committee, to Senegal, Mali, and Ghana during the period April 3 to April 17, 2009, (reference 
auth01ization letter dated December 31, 2008, changing countries from Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia and 
airdrop in Sudan). 

I request the Department of Defense to furnish such assistance, including transportation and 
military escort, as may be required to facilitate this trip. For purposes of protocol, Members' spouses 
may attend at no additional cost to the U.S. government. It is anticipated that a minimum of five (S) 
Members, plus spouses and staff, are expected to join the CODEL. The expenditure of fimds for the 
payment of actual and necessary expenses and of such transportation as may be required is authorized 
pursuant to Title 31, U.S.C. 1108(g). · 

It would be appreciated if officials of the Department would assist in making whatever 
arrangements are necessary for this travel, including transportation. Furthennore, it is requested that 
the Anny Liaison staff be authorized to accompany this CODEL. Thank you very much for your 
continued support and assistance. If you have further questions. please contact Wynn J Bott in the 
Comn1ittee's office at (202) 225-2171. 

CCP:wb 

Sincerely, 

Collin C. Peterson 
Chairman 

... 

OSD 02329-09 

111111111111111111111111 



03/02/2809 18:09 15742882825 DONNELLY ' S OFFICE PAGE 132/07 

' JOE DONNEI..L. V 
1216 ~ ~c.~O•FICI! l!utli)IIIG 

WASH!-. DCZII51~ 
lmz)~IS 21wOt•~··--

_.,, 
FINANCIAL SERVICES 

AGRICULTURE 

V£TEFh\NS' /t.FFAIAS 

atnngrrss nf tlJt Bntttlt &latta 
Jlowe .of iltprts.eata:tiuts 
•uLJtngton.IIClt ZB515 

March 2, 2009 

The Honorable Robert Wilkie 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Washin~t.on, DC 20301.1300 

Dear Honorable Wilkie: 

VIA FAX 

F.w. 1202) 22H?tll 

OISTEII(;? Of'AQIIII 

2Ci1 WUT COU'AA 
SOUTH il'e~O- IN 411$01 

15741~110 
FAX: (j7~ 21111-l8t!i 

l-oiPOA7I Co•prr. CDIIOPl.ill 
8Q9 ST~T& STilEfT. I!C0¥601 B 

Uf'Oim, IN 4&3eQ 
(218l:r.l~III<T-£14 
~""" 157-41 lt\1 ... 2111$ 

:51)0 IL.o.sT IJR<>AO'o'/AV, SIJ~II102 
~-.IN68847 

l614l '134671 
~•lC: C&7•J7W-1411$ 

I am writing on behalf of my constituent Mrs. Kathe Kain. Kathe runs a business, Sports~ 
O-Zone~ lbat manufactures a Decon-Zone machine that reduces the odors, bacteria, 
viruses, and mold on gear after just one use. It is already in use by the U.S. Marine Corps 
Bases in Okanawa and Camp LeJeune, by the United States Air Force at Elmendorf Air 
Force Base and Peterson Air Force Base, by the Asymmetric Warfare Group at Fort 
Meade and the Total Force Maneuver Support Center at Fort Leonard Wood. With this 
proven track record, they fee\ that they have a valuable product for many other bases and 
.units. 

I write you to ask that you please grant every consideration consistent with U.S. law and 
applicable regulation in order \o help in this case. If you have any further questions. you 
can contact my case manager Peter Gehred at peter.gcbred@mail.house.ggv or call him at 
(574) 288-2780. y 

Joe Donnelly 
Member of Congress 

JD:pg 



MAJORITY lol£MBER8: 

GEORGE hiU..ER,CAUF<:IRtoiiA. Clla-n · 

DALE E. KLDEE, MICHl~. 1/loo Cllolnaon 
DONALD M. PAYNE. NEW JERSiiY 
ROBeRT E. ANORSNB. NEW JERSEY 
ROBERT C. '"BOBirr .SCOTT, VIRGINIA 
L 'INN C. WOOLSI!V, CALIFORNIA 
RIIBI!N HINOJOSII, TEXAll 
CAROLYN McCARTHI', NEW YORK 
JOHN F. TERNEV, MASSACHUSETTS 
D!N'.IIS J. KUCINJCH, OHIO 
DAVID IW. OREGON 
RUSH HOI. T, NEW JUISEV 
SUSAN A. DAVIS. CloLIFORNVI 
RAll. M. GAIJALVA, ARIZ~ 
T1MOTHYH. BISHOP. NI!WYORK 
JOE SESTAK. i"EENNYLIIANIA 
DAVID LOEBSACK. IOWA 
MAZI! lt!RONO. HAWAII 
JASON ALTMIRE. PENNS\'1.. VANIA 
PHil. >1ARE. IU..INOIS 
YWTT11 O. CLARKE, NEW'I"ORK 
JOE COURTNEY, CONNECTICUT 
CAROL SHEM'ORTER, NEWiiWI"SHIRE 
MAACIA L FUDGE. OHIO 
JAReD POLIS, COI..OAAOO 

· PAUL TON~O. NEWYORI< 
PEDRO R PIERLUISI, PUERTO RICO 
GREGORIO SI'SLA ... "- MARIANA 181.AN!l6 
DINA TIT\18. NEVADA 

Mr. Christian P. Marrone 

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR 
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

2181 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE SUJI.OJNG 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6100 

February 19,2009 

Acting Assistant Secretary for Legislative Affairs 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1300 Defense- Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Marrone: 

11\INOIQTV 11\Et.'I.!ERS: 

HOWARD P. 'SUCK' McK!Otl, CALFORHIA. 
&anlarRcpublklan Member 

THOMAS 1!. PETRI. WISCONSI~ 
PETER I'OEK$TRA, MICHIGAN 
MICHAB. N. CASTLE, DELAWARE 
MARl< E. OOUDER INDIANA 
VERNON J. EHLERS, MICHICiAN 
JUDY BIGGERT,ILLINO!S 
TODORU88EU. PLATT'S, PENNSVLVANVI 
JOE. WILSON, EICUTH CARCUNA 
JOHN KLINE. MINNI!SOTA 
CATHY McNCRRIB IIClDQI!RS, lo\VISHNGTON 
TOM PRICE.IlEORGIA 
ROB IISHClP,lJTAH 
BRETT GUTHRIE. KENTUCKY 
1!1LL CASSIDY, LOWIIANA 
"TOM M.CUNTOCK, CALIFOANA 
DUNCAN D. HUNTER, CALIFORNIA 
DAVID P. ROE, TI!NNESSEE 

I would like to extend an invitation to you to testify before the Committee on Education and Labor at the hearing 
entitled "Renewing America Through National Service and Volunteerism" to be held on Wednesday, February 25, 
2009 at 10 a.m. in 2175 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 

You will be given 5 minutes to testifY. The lighting system located at the witness table will indicate when you can 
begin your testimony and how much time you have left. The light will tum yellow when you have 1 minute Jeft 
and red when your tirne has expired. Once all witnesses have finished their testimony, the Members will have 5 
minutes each to comrnent and ask questions of witnesses. 

Also, pursuant to Hol.lse Rule XI, Clause 2(g), witnesses testifYing before the Committee must meet witness 
disclosure requirements. Please complete the attached "Truth in Testimony" form and return to Tylease Alii of the 
Committee staff via fax at 202-225-2350. Please provide the following 48 hours prior to the date of the hearing: a 
brief summary of your testimony, a brief biography, the "Truth in Testimony" form, and 50 copies of your 
testimony. Please be advised that this 48 hour deadline for testimony is the absolute deadline •. Testimony 
should be submitted earlier to Alejandra Ceja of the Committee staff if she advises you to do so. H you have 
any questions regarding deadlines for the submission of testimony please contact Ms. Ceja. In addition, the 
Committee would like to make your written testimony available on our webpage, at http://edlabor.house.gov/. To 
do this, we ask that y()u send an electronic version of your statement in Microsoft Word fonnat as an attachment to 
an e-mail to Tylease ;Alli (tylease.alli@mail.house.gov). If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact 
Ms. Alli at 202-226-1848. 

I would like to thank you in advance for your time and interest in this matter. I look forward to hearing your 
testimony. 

Sincerely, 



DEMOCRATS 

COIU'IItl£8-~ 
YlC aN\'DEII,N\KANSAS 
MICIIAEL H. MICHAIJO.IIMINl 
8TliPIWIIE HliASfTH SAIIDUN. Soutll DMIITA 
HARRY 1. MITtH&LI., AIIZOI'I.\ 
JOHNJ.HALI.,NEWYOIIK 

11.6. J~ouse of .Btpr~mtatfbtf 
CEIIORAHI. JW.IIOIISQfl.ILLI'lDIS 
Til- J.P. NIIRIIUO, YUIGIN&t. 
HAIIRYnAGUC, NEW ~ElCICO 
CIAC D. ROORIIIUIZ. TelCAS 
JOE DOHNILLY,­
J&RIIY-.~~~~ 
Z4CNMV T. SPACE. OloiiO 
TIMOTN\' J. WAL2. MINNUCTA 
JOHN H. ADLER, NEWJIIISIY 
ANN -ATIIICK,AII~ 
GLIIIN C. NYI!, VIRGINIA 

IMLCOM A. SHDIIT&II 
STAPF DIRKTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

ONE HUN DREC ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

S35 CANNQIII HOU&E OI'Ficl! BUII.DIIIICl 

WP>ISHIIIIGTON, DC 20515 

http:llwterans.house.gov 

March 9, 2009 

CUFF STEARNS. FUIAIDA 
JERRY MQMtl, ICANSAS 
HI!NRYE. SRClWN. JR., &aUTHCAROUNA 
JEFF MILlS!, FlORilA 
JOHN BOOZIIIAN. o!WCANSAS 
BAM f. BLiiiRAY, CAUFOIINIA 
DOUG LAMBCIIN, COLOIIADO 
GUS M. BIIRU<I&, FLCliiiOA 
1IEIIIII!l.ICHANAN. FLillliDA 
DAYICP.IIOII!.~ 

IQN(;f!TON It SMITH 
RIPUIIUCAN STAPF DIRIClOI! 

.uiDatiEF COUNSEL 

On Tuesday, March 17, 2009, the Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations 
of the House Committee on Veterans' Affairs will conduct a hearing on The Vision 
Center for Excellence: What Has Been Accomplished in Thirteen Months. This 
hearing will be held at 10:00 a.m. in room 334 of the Cannon House Office 
Building. 

The Subcommittee invites Ward Cascells, MD, Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
Health Affairs, U.S. Department of Defense, and Colonel Donald A. Gagliano, 
USA, MD, Director, Military Eye Trauma Vision Center of Excellence, U.S. 
Department of Defense. Dr. Cascells and Colonel Gagliano will be recognized for 
five minutes each, and their complete written statement will be made part of the 
hearing record. Please confirm Dr. Cascell's and Colonel Gagliano's attendance 
by having staff contact Mr. Todd Chambers at (202) 225-3569. 

Please submit 75 copies of written testimony, and a biography, to Mr. Todd 
Chambers at 337A Cannon House Office Building by 3:00p.m. on Friday, March 
13, 2009. To reduce costs and facilitate the inclusion of the written testimony in 
the printed record of the hearing, please provide one copy of the testimony 
prepared in accordance with the enclosed formatting requirements. 

1111'111111 



Honorable Robert M. Gates 
March 9, 2009 
Pagel 

Due to heightened seeurity preeautioas, please note that all Congressional 
mail delivery is delayed and commercial delivery services are prohibited. 
Therefore, you must contact our staff at (202) 225-3569 to ID8ke 
arrangements for a representative from your organization to band deliver 
your testimony. 

The Committee provides public access to its hearing statements on the Internet · 
through the World Wide Web at the House of Representatives 
Qrtm://veterans.hous;.gov) and the Library of Congress (ht1p://thomas.loc.gov). 

To facilitate this public access, please send an electronic copy of your testimony to 
Mr. Todd Chambers at Todd.Chambers@mail.house.gov. Ideally, the electronic 
copy should be in Microsoft Word format. Additionally, the hearings are now 
broadcast live, in real time, over the Internet, and are archived on our Web site so 
they may be accessed following each hearing. 

We look forward to hearing the views of the organization on this matter. Please 
contact Geoffi'ey Bestor, Staff Director of the Subcommittee on Oversight and 
Investigations, at (202) 225-3569 if you have any questions.· 

GB/tc 

Sincerely, 

"'---t~~ 
HARRY E. MITCHELL 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations 



MELVIN L. WATI 
I 2TH 01Slft1CT 

NORTH CAROLINA 

COI\IMITTE!S 
FINANCIAL SERVICES 

Cf..wRMAN, SuBCOMMfM'I!E ON 
OVEASIGHT AND IN\It!STIGA'II()NS 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON fiNANCIAl 
INS1TruTIONS AND CoNSUMER CREDIT 

JUDICIARY 

SuBCOMM~ ON THE CONSTITUTION, 

CIVIL RIGifTS AND CiYIL LIB£RTIE6 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON COURTS, QCongrt55 of tbt ilnittb ~tatt5 
J[Joust of l\eprt~tntatibtj 

11lasi.Jington, 19~ 20515-3312 

THE INTERNET AND INTELLECTUAL PROPEfiTY 

The Honorable Robert Gates . 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-0001 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

February 24, 2009 

-------

SuBCOMMITTEE ON COMMERCIAL AND 
ADMINISTRATIIIE LAW 

My office is hosting the 12th Congressional District Annual Grants Conference on Monday, June 
15, 2009 from 8:00a.m. until 1:00 p.m. at Johnson C. Smith University in Charlotte, NC. This 
Conference will provide my constituents throughout the 12th Congressional District an 
opportunity to meet with representatives from federal agencies and learn about the federal grant 
application process. 

I am writing to request your assistance by providing a representative from your agency to serve 
as a Conference presenter. Each presenter is asked to provide an overview of your agencfs 
application process and funding programs. 

Please confirm your agency"s participation by contacting my Grant Conference Coordinator, 
Tamara Stinson, at (704) 344-9950 or Tamara.Stinson@mail.house.gov by Friday, April3, 2009. 
I look forward to your agency's involvement. Thank you for your support of this effort. 

Sincerely, 

Melvin L. Watt 
MLW/ts 

PL..<A6E IIESPOND To: 

~IJII 
0 2236 RAVIIUIIN House OFFICI! BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, OC20515-3312 
tot.. 1230 W~~~ MOREHEAD S_TliEET r -su....,306 

D 301 SouTH GREENE STREET 
SullE210 

(2021 225-1510 
Fo.x: (202t 225-1512 
nc12.publlc@mail.houae.gov 
http:llwww.house.gov/watt 

CHAI'ILOTTE, NC 282ll6-5214 
(7041344-9950 . 
F.•x: (7041 344-9971 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 

GREENS60AO, NC 27401 
(336) 275-9950 
FAX: (33$) 3n:-9951 



DANIEL B. MAFFEI 
25TH DISlRICT, New YoRK 

O!nugrrBs nf t4.e lluit.eb .8'tnfta 
!;oust of :r&r.prrnnta.tiuen 

· 11hwqtngtnn, ii<!I 20515-3225 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

February 25, 2009 

1630 LONGWORTH HouSE OFACE BuiLDING 
(2021 225-3701 

I am writing to express my strong support for the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye 
program and request your consideration of a reprogranuning of funds for Fiscal Year 
2009. I am aware of significant undesired consequences for the E-2D program as a result 
of the enacted funding levels for Fiscal Year 2009, and I urge your personal attention to 
this issue; 

As you know, the E-20 Advanced Hawkeye program continues to perfotm 
satisfactorily on both cost and schedule. Since enactment of the appropriations bill, an 
Operational Assessment has been completed and the program remains on track to receive 
Milestone C approval in Spring 2009. After reviewing the final appropriated levels for 
this program in Fiscal Year 2009, however, I am concerned that current funding will be 
inadequate to sustain this program in transition from development to low rate production. 
I believe there are negative impacts to both the cost and delivery schedule of these 
aircraft .. 

Therefore, I request that you reprogram funds in Fiscal Year 2009 to support the 
procurement of the third Low Rate Initial Production (LRIP) Lot I aircraft in Fiscal Year 
2009, and provide advance procurement for the third Lot II aircraft in Fiscal Year 2010. 
Furthermore, I urge you to ensure that the Fiscal Year 201 0 request jnclud~ pro·curement 
fimding for all three LlUP Lot II aircraft. . . . -

I thank you for your consideration of this request, and I look forward.to your 
strong support for prioritizing reprogranuning of Fiscal Year 2009 funding for the E-20 
program. 

cc: The Honorable Donald Winter, Secretary of the Navy 
ADM Gary Roughead, Chief of Naval Operations 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 

Alf.c. 

IIIWIIIII' 



CAROL SHEA-PORTER 
FIRST DISTRICT, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

1330 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, 0C 205\5 

12021225--5456 
(202) 225-6822 (FAX) 

:l:llOWELl STREET 
MANCHESTER, NH 03101 

1603) 641-9536 
1603)641-9561 (FAX) 

104 WASHINGTON STREET 
DOVE A, N H 00820 

(6<13)743-4813 
(603) 743-5956(FA~) 

C!Congre£S£S of tbe WnitdJ ~tatt!S 
J)oust of l\tpnsrntatibts 

Ulail)ington, JUt 20515 
February 26, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
READINESS 

idiUTAfl.Y PEASONNEL 

COMMITIEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR 
WORKFORCE PROTECTION 

HEAL lHY FAMILIES AND CoMMUI'ImES 

COMMITIEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES 
INSUlAR AFFAIRS, OCEANS ANO WILDLFe 

NAnONAL PARKS, foRESTS ANO 
Pueuc LANes 

www.shea-porter .house.gov 

I am writing to correct a sentence contained in my letter, co-signed by 18 of my colleagues, 
which I sent to you on February 17, 2009. 

While the letter accurately stated that the Department of Defense Inspector General is currently 
investigating the electrocution deaths of 18 Americans (16 soldiers and 2 contractors), my office 
inaccurately stated that all of the electrocutions were "in KBR-maintained facilities." It has come 
to my attention that some of these incidents did not occur in KBR-maintained facilities. This 
misstatement does not diminish my concern about a contract involving major electrical work 
being awarded to a company under investigation for the electrocution deaths of American 
soldiers. 

I hope this clarification resolves any confusion. 

Carol Shea-Porter 
Member of Congress 



~mregJYosi 
~oftltE~ 

February 25,2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. S~etary: 

This letter will authorize the Honorable David Price, Chairman of the House 
Democracy Assistance Commission (HDAC), to lead a delegation to Mongolia, 
Indonesia, and Timor~Leste on official business during the approximate time period of 
May22-31, 2009. 

The main purpose of this trip is to conduct meetings with members of the Great 
State Hural of Mongolia, the House ofRepresentatives in Indonesia, and the National 
Parliament of Timor~ Leste in conjunction with the mission of the Commission. A list of 
authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date. Spouses of Members may travel 
at no cost to the government for protocol p~os~s only. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Marine escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

Thank you in. advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, I"':) 

~Ctf· r.Juu 
NANCYPEWSI 
Speaker 

cc: ·The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller,.Clerk 
u~s. House of Representatives · · · . ·· · · 

• t ; 

'.· .. ,,.•; 
'·.: ' 
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COMMilTEE ON 
WAYS AND MEANS 

TRADE 

INCOME SeCURilY AND FAMILVSUPI'OIIT 

COMMilTEE ON 
ARMED SERVICES 
AIR AND lAND fORCES 

UNITED STATES GROUP OF THE 
NATO PARUAMENTARY ASSEMBLY 

kendrickmeek.houae.gov 

CONGRESSMAN KENDRICK B. MEEK 

Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

February 25,2009 

WA9HIN!lTON OFFICE: 

1039 LoNGWORTH HousE OFFICI! BuiLDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

0 

0 

(202) :m.-4506 
FAX: (2021226-0777 

lliSTAlCT OFFICES: 

MIAMI-DADE 
111 N.W.183RDSTREET 

SUJTE316 
MIAMI GARDENS, FL 33189 

1305) !I9G-6!I06 
FAX: (306) 690-5851 

EIROWARO 

101 DO PINES BouLEY MD 
Bu..-o B. 3110 FLOOR 

PeMSRO .. I'INt!S, FL 33026 
(954)4~67 

FAX: 1954) <150-8768 

In October of 2008, President Bush signed into law the National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2009. An essential part of that.Act was (he establishment of the 
Military Leadership Diversity Commission. Creation of this commission is the fruit of 
numerous meetings between senior members of the Pentagon, including former 
Undersecretary Gordon England and each of the Service Chiefs, former GenenU Officers, 
and members of the Congressional Black Caucus dating back to October of2007. 

We share the goal of making sure that our military and its senior. leadership reflects our 
larger American society; and to that end I have been looking forw~d to the Commission 
beginning its task ~ "cpnducting a comprehensive evaluation and assessment o;f policies­
that provide opportunities for th.e promotion and a:dvan~ement of.m.inpriiy .tne~bers of 
the Armed Forces, including minority members who are senior officers." 

The work of this Commission will give Congress a better idea of how to address the 
continuing issues hampering our senior military service members. 'The simple fact is that 
minorities are overrepresented at the enlisted level and underrepresented at the officer 
level. This discrepancy becomes more acute at the.General_and Flag Officer level. We all 
unders~and that .given the nature ofloagevity and time in gr~de ~:.equir~nts that · -. _ , 
rectifying this discrepancy will be by definition a slow proces$.lt will take -ti:t~e to grew 
today's junior officers into tomorrow's senior leaders, That is all the mo:re incentive to 
act now and to act mpidly to ensure that militarY leadership 30 years from now more 
accurately reflects our society. 

The NOAA set a deadline for appoin~ent the conuni$sion's members of not iater than 
60 days after the date of enactment for the Commission's .establi~hment; it is .my 
understanding that only very recently did you receive nominations from all relevant 
services and that now the Commissior:t awaits yow approval of these nominees. To me, 



the issue of diversity is also an issue of national security as we are better served by the 
wide range of talents, experiences and capabilities that each group can bring to the table. 
The U.S. military has long been at the forefront of maximizing diversity in our nation, but 
we must continue to build on past successes. I know that the effort to build upon that 
diversity is a goal that you and I share, and I look forward to your response and to the 
timely forming of the Military Leadership Diversity Commission. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact my staff for support, advice or 
recommendations. 

endrick B. Meek 
Member of Congress 



ROBERT E. ANDREWS 
fiRST DISTRICT, NEW JERSEY 

C0'-4MITTEES. 

EDUCATION AND LABOR 
CKAMMAN.. SuecoMMITTI:E ON 

HEM. "TH, EluiPLOVMe"NT,l.Aso" 
ANO PEN811QN9. (HELP) 

IIIEM&Eit, SUIICONIIolfT'TfE ON H~t:~•llliA EDOCA.T10N, 

l.!FetO'fO l.EAAQI"f(J, "'~'~~D COII.tf"!TITMNESS 

ARMED SERVICES 
MEM•Rr SUIC()MMmEE ON 

OIIEAStGiHT ANC l...vt;STJGATIONS 

f!ongrt~s of tbt Wnittb j,tatts 
1$ou~t of )!epresmtatibti 
~astington, i&ct 20515-3001 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

February 24, 2009 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 

0 2439 FIAV8URN HOUSE 0FACE BUilDING 

0 

0 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(2021 22fHI601 

506-A WHITE HORSE PIKE 

HADDON HEIGHTS, NJ 06035 
(a56l 54&-5100 

63 NORTH BROAD STREET 

WOOOBUAV, NJ 08096 

18561 8411--3900 

WEBSITE: 

WNW.house.gov/andrews 

We are contacting you today in support of a public-private partnership being developed between 
Stevens Institute of Technology and McGuire Air Force Base in New Jersey that is successfully 
working to ensure our military becomes independent of foreign oil and fossil fuels. In addition, 
this work will foster new technologies, create jobs and spur economic development throughout 
Southern New Jersey, and we urge you to consider committing $3.5 million worth of defense 
funding from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funding to this Important initiative. 

As alternative energy technology matures, it Is imperative that new concepts of renewable energy 
production are tested and proven in the field. Military bases are ideally suited to serve as national 
test beds for the development of affordable alternative energy. Stevens Institute of Technology, 
in ~llaboration with the private sector, has developed innovative carbon neutral technologies that 
can be implemented now in the field to validate the concept of operations for distributed 
alternative energy systems that can meet a major portion of the demand of military bases. 
McGuire Air Force Base is committed to becoming a model base where alternative energy 
technology is tested at full scale and its efficacy is proven. The funding we are requesting would 
be used to Install, operate and test proven biofuel alternative energy technology at McGuire Air 
Force Base. 

This program will demonstrate the efficiency and affordability of biofuel technology to our Nation's 
military bases, create hundreds of jObs in Southern New Jersey over the next two years, foster a 
n~ industry that creates thousands of jobs nationwide, and become the kernel of innovation that 
can transfer best practices to the rest of our military establishments for years to come. We have 
attached additional information regarding this project to this letter for your consideration. 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this request. Our offices are prepared to provide you with 
any additional information you may require or answer any questions you may have about this 
initiative. 

Cc: Way!le Amy, Undersecretary for Defense Installations and Environment 

Sincerely, 

Robert E. Andrews 
Member of Congress 

THIS STAnONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 

· Washingto~ DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS 
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February 27, 2009 

REPUBUCAN5 

CLIFF STOAIINS. FLORIDA 
JEAAV lo1011AN, KANSAS 
IIENR'I' E. BJIOWN. JR., ~OUTH CAROUNA 
JEFFMLLER, FLQRIOA 
JOHN 80~ ...... 1\ftKANS.AS 
8RJAN P. BLBAAY. CAliFORNIA 
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GUS M. BIUIIAKIS, FLOIIIDA 
YEAN BUCHANAN. flORIDA 
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KINQSTON !. SMITH 
REPUBLICAN ST- DIRECfOR 

ANO CIIEF COUNSEL 

This letter is to authorize Juan Lara, Majority Staff Director of the Subcommittee 
on Economic Opportunity; Mike Brinck, Minority Staff Director of the 
Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity to travel on official committee oversight 
business to sites in Washington from April6 to April I()., 2009. The purpose of 
travel is to attend various Transition Assistance Program Workshops in Bremerton 
Naval Base, Ft. Lewis AFB, McChord AFB, and Fairc~ild AFB, Washington. 

The expenditure of funds for payment and acfu"al· e;q;erise~ and transportation is 
authorized by Title 31, U.S.C 1108(g). Travel will be conducted by military and/or 
commercial aircraft up to business class, including foreign flag carriers when U.S. 
carriers are not available. 

If there are any questions, please have your staff coordinate with Juan Lara at (202) 
226-S491 and Mike Brinck at (202) 226-3668. Thank you for your assist~ce in 
this ~atter. 

Sincerely, 

.. 13.t 
BOBFILNER 

-Chainnan. 

JLto~ .. -. . 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ONE HUNDRED TENTH CONGRESS 

March 10, 2009 

CIJNCAN HUNTER. CALFCANIA 
JIM SAXTON, roFN JERSEY 
JOHN M. McHUGH, NEW YORK 
TERRY EVERETI. ALABAMA 
ROSCOt; G. BARTLETT, MARYLAND 
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MACTHCRNBERRY, TEXAS 
WALTER B. JONES. NORTH CAROL iliA 
ROBIN HAYES. NORTH CAROLINA 
KEN CALVERT, CAUFCANIA 
JOANN DAVIS. \IIAGINIA 
W. TODD AKIN, MISSOURI 
J. AANOV FORBES, \IIFIGI .. IA 
JEFF MILUR, FLORIDA 
JOE Wll..SON, SOUTH CAROUNA 
FRAN{ A. LoBIONDO, NEW JERSEY 
TO .. COLe, OKLAHOMA 
ROB BISHOP, UTAH 
MICHAEL TURNER. OHIO 
JOHN KUNE. 1\41NNESOTA 
CANDICE S. MIUER, MICHIGAN 
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CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS. WASHINGTON 
K. MICHAEL CONAWAY, TEXAS 
GEOFF DAVIS. KENTUCKY 

Ei;IN C. CONATDN, STAFF D~ECTOR 

We are writing to call your attention to the requirement that the Department of Defense (DoD) 
conduct a space-based interceptor study as mandated by the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, 
and Continuing Appropriations Act, 2009 (Public Law 110-329). 

After the Appropriations bill became law, there appeared to be disagreement as to whether or not 
the DoD has the legal authority to obligate and expend funds for a space-based interceptor study. The 
Congressional Research Service {CRS) delivered a memorandum to Senator Kyl on October 31,2008, 
which concluded. "The Department of Defense appears legally required to obligate and expend $5 
million for this space-based interceptor study because section 8006 of the full-year Department of 
Defense Appropriations Act, 2009, which was enacted as Division C ofP.L. 110-329, states that the 
obligation and expenditure of funds for projects for which amounts appropriated exceed amounts 
requested in the budget are required by law to be carried out in the manner provided in the tables to the 
same extent as if the tables were included in the text of the Act." 

In addition to the clarification provided by the CRS, we learned that in December of2008, the 
Director of the Missile Defense Agency, Lieutenant General Patrick O'Reilly, in a letter to Chairman 
Skelton, then Ranking Member Hunter, Chairman Murtha. Ranking Member Young, Chairman Inouye 
and Ranking Member Cochran, affirmed that the DoD must, upon the advice of the DoD General 
Counsel, conduct the study. MDA proposed to award a contract to a Federa11y Funded Research and 
Development Center in the near future and anticipated the study would be completed as early as summer 
2009. We have also learned that Undersecretary of Defense John Young assured Senator John Kyl in a 
December 2008 letter, "the Department will comply with the statutory requirement and proceed with the 
study." Finally, the DoD General Counsel issued his opinion that the Department is legally required to 
conduct the study in a letter to Chairman Skelton dated February 10, 2009. 

OSD 02641-09 
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Secretary Gates 
March 10, 2009 
Page2 

Despite the legal requirement to conduct the study and the aforementioned correspondence from 
Department officials that they plans to proceed with the study and award a contract, we have been 
recently infonned that due to political pressure, the DoD has postponed proceeding with the study. We 
will not debate the merits of space-based interceptors in this letter because our political opinions on the 
matter are irrelevant at this juncture. The purpose of the study is to explore the feasibility and 
advisability of the concept. The Congress has already debated the issue and the bill appropriating funds 
for the study has been voted on by both chambers of Congress and enacted into law. The Department 
should not stall its plans for conducting the study due to political pressures and any such action would be 
perceived as such. 

This study was important to former Ranking Member Hunter and Strategic Forces subcommittee 
Ranking Member Everett, and this request continues their work. With a solid legal foundation, we see 
no reason to delay proceeding with the study in accordance with the Department's original plans and 
intent. We request that you provide us with the timeline for which the Department plans to obligate and 
expend the $5 million to conduct the study and the intended recipient of the study contract. 

We are happy to discuss any questions related to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Job~Y!fk 
Ranking Member "A -

Member of Congress 

Michael Turner 
Member of Congress 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Wqhington. DC 20301-l 000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

March 11, 2009 

1 appreciate the work the Department of Defense does in providing employment 
to people with severe disabilities though service contraets under the AbilityOne Progtam. 
I have the pleasure of working with Opportunity Village, a community rehabilitation 
program in southem Nevada that has been providing job training and employment 
services in southern. Nevada. 

For more than 35 years, Opportunity Village has supported the airmen 2Il.d 
women at Nellis Air Force Base. Currently~ Opportunity Village has a food service 
attendant contract and postal service center contract with Nellis. As a result, 43 people 
with severe disabilities are employed under these contracts. 

This paztnership has provided valuable services at Nellis AFB, and has assisted 
people with disabilities. Given this information, I ask that the Department of Defense 
reaffum its commitment to not enrer into contracts or agreements that will result in the 
loss of jobs created by the Randolph Sheppard Act, the Javits-Wagner-O'Day Act, or 
small business programs. The AbilityOne Program should be part of the Air Force job 
creation efforts, and I urge the Department of Defense to coordinate with AbilityOne 
representatives to develop a policy solution that encourages job creation through both the 
Morale, W clfare and Recreation program and the AbilityOne Program. 

Thank you for your prompt attention to my concerns and please feel free to 
COtltact me for further infonnation. I look forward to working with you on this important 
issue. 

DEAN HELLER 
Member of Congress 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
~ 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 .. 1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ONE HUNDRED.ELEVENTH CONGRESS. 
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WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

http://veterans.house.gov 

March 3, 2009 

REPUBLICANS 
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CLIFF STEARNS. A.ORIOA 
JERRY MORAN, KANSAS 
HENRY E. BROWN, JR .. SOUTH CAROLINA 
JEFF MILLER. FLORIDA 
JOHN BOOZMAN, ARKANSAS 
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DOUG LAMBORN, COLORADO 
GUS M. BIUIIAKIS, FLORIDA 
VERN BUCHANAN, FlORIDA 
OAVID P. FlOE, TENNES5Et 

KINGSTON E. SMITH 
.' REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

AND CHI:F COUNSEl 

I have authorized Congressman Michael H. Michaud to lead a delegation of 
Members and staff from the Committee on Veterans' Affairs on a fact-fmding visit 
to Afghanistan and Gennany from April13 to April18, 2009. The delegation will 
include, in addition to Congressman Michaud, Congresswoman Deborah L. 
Halvorson oflllinois; Congressman Glenn C. Nye of Virginia; Congressman 
Thomas S. P. Perriello ofVirgini~ and Congressman David P. Roe of Tennessee; 
Cathy Wiblemo, Staff Director for the Subcommittee on Health; and Dolores 
Dunn, Republican Staff Director for the Subcommittee. In addition, Vice Admiral 
Adam Robinson, Surgeon General of the Navy, and Lieutenant General Eric 
Schoomaker, Army Surgeon General, will be in attendance. 

The Delegation is currently planning to travel to visit medical facilities in the chain 
of oare·of'OEF service members and see frrst-hand the level and· quality of health 
care being provided io active duty service members in Afghanistan. Participants 
will also speak directly with key medical personnel at these facilities in order to 
better understand the challenges of combat health care in Afghanistan. They 
request briefings and updates from Defense officials knowledgeable on medical 
evacuation procedures and policy. 

The actual cost oflodging is authorized in the countries to be visited. It would be 
appreciated if the Department ofDefense could furnish such assistance as may be 

1111 



Honorable Robert M. Gates 
March 3, 2009 
Page2 

required, including transportation, to facilitate this fact-finding visit. The 
expenditure of funds for payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized pursuant to Title 31, U.S.C., 
Section 11 08 (g). 

I would also like to request military escorts from the Army Legislative Liaison 
Office be authorized to accompany the delegation for administrative and logistical· 
support. 

The CO DEL will be authorized to travel on foreign commercial airline carriers 
when there has be~n a determination that a U.S. flag carrier not available to meet 
the scheduling requirements of the traveler consistent with the "Fly America Act.'' 

Thank you for your continued support and assistance. If you have further 
questions, please contact Jian Zapata of the Committee staff at 225-9756. 

MS/jz 

'ncerely, 

~ 
BOBFILNER 
Chairman 
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·The HOI.lOI'able Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Depat1ulcmt ofDd'ens.e 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20302-1000 

Dear Sctrctary Gates: 
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Man:h 10, 2009 
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I write with respect to the recent F~ Circuit Court of Appeals' Nling in tbC tase of 
Rothe DB'velopm1nt Corp. ll. Department of Deftnse tmd Department of the Air Force. I am 

· concerned how the Department of Defense (DOD) will now conduct its contraetin& processes 
and how this determination Will affect smaD businesses in the 20111 CongreSsional District of 
Texas. · · · 

fu ·1998, Rothe Development fnc., a woman owned ~mall businesS, filed a lawsuit asainst 
DOD elaiming it had lost a COD1ract, for which it submitted the lowest bid, because of the m:ial 

: Set-aside ~gnim. The ease called into question the DOD's entire.minority.;cwned small 
~set-aside eontracting program. On November 4, 2008, the Federal (;ircuit Court of . . 
Appeals ruled that this contracting program, which sets aside S percent of DOD con1racts, is 
unct~nstitutional'because of a lack of evidence that minority companies had ever suffered from 
racial discrir.Dination in the DOD co~g proceSs . 

. S!Julll busmesses in my district ·have been 8skina what this decisi"on will mean for the 
DOD minority-owned small business set aside co~ting program. I represent a eot:mnunity . · 
with a strong oillitary presence and with a great number of minority-owned small businesses that 

. hOld contracts with aJI the semce branche'- Tbeleforc, DOD's contnlcting process has a huge 
impact on business owneJS I represent. My conatituents need gwdance now on how DOD· 

. ·intends to move forward in light of~s ruling. 

. . I respeCtfully request a ~with senior officials to discuss how DOD intends tO 

. addlesa this matter and when new guidance can bC expected :from the agency. To arrange for 
the meeting, please contact Jayne Ann Wolsey, my scheduler, at 202-225-3236. Thank you for 
your eonsideration of my request. . . . 

Sincerely, 

CAG:·am 

7nnnt7nnni'IJJ 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 2030 I 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 
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ttommittcr on 9.ppmpriation.s 
illlashington, B~ 20515-6015 

March 5, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS. CAUFOONI" 
C. W BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA 
I-IAAOUl AOGE~S. JCEN1tJCj(V 
FilM~ R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON. GEORGIA 
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TODD TIAHRT. KANSAS 
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CLERK ANO STAFF DIReCTOR 
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TELl; PHONE: 
12021m-2n1 

Authorization is hereby granted to The Honorable Nita Lowey, Chairwoman of the State, Foreign 
Operations, and Related Programs Subcommittee, Committee on Appropriations, and The Honorable Kay 
Granger, The Honorable Jesse Jackson, Jr., The Honorable Adam Schitl', and The Honorable Ben Chandler, 
Members of the Committee, to travel during the approximate time period of April 13th-19th, 2009, to Egypt, 
Jordan, Israel. and Ireland. The purpose of this trip is to review U.S. policies and programs in the region, and to 
meet with government officials. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid from 
appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U .S.C. 11 08(g). Spouses 
are authorized to accompany the members of this delegation for reasons of protocol at no expense to the 
government. 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making whatever 
arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via commercial and military aircraft. 

Sincerely, 

~q~ 
Chairman 
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March 11,2009 

Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Instal]ations and Environment) 
1000 Navy Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20350-1000 

Dear Mr. P~nn: 

~ 002/002 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAI'IIO SeCI.IFIITY 
Fl.ANKII'IG MEM9Eil 

FINANCIAL SEfiVICES COMMil"TI!E 

I am ""riting to you regarding the recent environmental investigation in and around the 
Naval Weapons Reserve Plant (N\VIRP) in B~thpage, NY. As you know, this investigation has 
idemified rhe presence of vo.btile organic compounds (VOCs) in several homes. While l 
npphud the Navy's pro-active eiforts in sampling certain homes and educating the community 
by holding public meetings, [ believe more needs to be done. That is why I am joining v.i.th 
Nassau County Legislator Edward Mangano in reques1ing the Navy rake the following actions: 

1. Provide immediate, free resting to all homeowners residing south ofNWIR.P 
2. Expedite in-ho.me remediation 
3. E:-:peditt: an on-sit~ remediation svslt!m 
4. D.::sit~nate funding to compensate-affected homeowners 
5. Expand the radius of neighborhood street testing and continue testing until redundant 

nc.n-d~tected results are confinried 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. I would appreciate the Navy keeping 
me regularly infonned of new develo1,ments regarding B~thpage. 

p~ 
PETER T. KING 
Member of Congress 

Cc: Dr_ Roben Gates, Setreta.ry ofDefen!>e 
1-fr. Donald Wjnter, Secretary of the Navy 

96% P.02 



BIUSHUSTER 
9ni OlsnvCT, PENN!M.VANIA 

DEPUTY REPUBliCAN WHIP 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
SUBCOMMITTEES: 

SEAI'OWEII AND El<PeDmQNAAY FoRCES 

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION 
AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

SUBOOMMITlEES: 
lllllosul!i! ..... 

RAILROADS, PIPEUNES AND 
HAZARDOUS MATERIAL 

~ongrt~~ of tbt llnfttb ~tatt~ 
•oust of l\eprt~tutatibt~ 
Ulaibington, JK 20515-3809 

TERRORISM AND UNCONIIEN'IIDIW. THREATS 
AND CAPAIIIUTIES 

COMMITTEE ON NATURAl. RESOURCES 
SUBCOMMITlEE: 

ENERGY AND MINERAL Re&OURCE$ 

COMMmEE ON SMALL BUSINESS 

CONGRESSIONAL RURAL CAUCUS 

RURAL HEALTH CARE COALITION 

CONGRESSIONAL 
SPORTSMEN'S CAUCUS 

WAl'ER RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT 

EcoNOMIC OewLOPMI.NTf PuBLIC BviWINGS 

AND EMERGENCY MANAGeMENT 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1400 Defen:se Pentagon 
Washington, ·DC 20301 

Secretary Gates: 

March 5, 2009 

As you know, on September 9th, 2004 President Bush took an unprecedented step when he 
recognized that the atrocities occurring in Darfur constituted genocide. More than four years 
later, the genocide continues. In 2008 alone at least 300,000 people were displaced and there 
have been 43 reported aerial attacks by the Government of Sudan. 

The United States should work with our allies to ensure that the United Nations mission in 
Darfur has the critical resources it requires. I urge you to renew efforts to secure the helicopters 
which the UN mission needs if it is to save lives, create an environment amenable to the peace 
negotiations, and ensure uninterrupted humanitarian operations. 

Without helicopters, the current UN peacekeeping force's ability to respond quickly to events 
and fulfill its mandate to protect civilians is severely compromised. More than 20 countries have 
surplus aircraft that could be made available for the mission. It is my understanding that the six 
countries best placed to provide transport helicopters, Italy, Ukraine, India, Spain, Romania and 
the Czech Republic, between them have an estimated 71 helicopters available, four times the 
requirement. 

Thank you for your leadership and your attention to this issue. 

ei~ 
Member of Congress 

cc: General Jim Jones, National Security Advisor 
Admiral Mike Mullen, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff 

21)4 CANIDN HOUSE OFFICI! BUILDING 
WASHII\,IGTON, DC 20515-3809 
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(800)81;4-3035 
(914)~318 

FAA: (814)696-0726 

647 PHILADELPHIA STREET 
5UilE 304 

INDIANA, PA 16701 
17241463-0618 

FAX: (7241463-0618 

118 WEST MAIN STREET 
Sum30l 

SoMERSET, PA 15501 
(814l44a-31118 

FAX: (814)443-6373 

100 UNCOLN WAY EAST 
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I117)215<Hl3011 

F.-.x: 17171 264-0269 



ANDRE CARSON 
7TH DlsTACT, INDIANA 

CoiiMn'TEE DN FINANCIAL SEIIVICES 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
CAATAL MAAKETS, INSLIIANCE AND 

Gov.,.,....,. SPoNSORED E>ITEIU'AISES 

Suecot.NITTEE c:n 
0oMESnc AND INTERNA.TIONAL MoNE'TAAV' 

PouCY, TMDE AND TECHrtOlOGY. 

CoMMJTTEE ON SaeNC£ AND TEaiNO~OGV 

Suaco ..... TTEE 0111 
REsEARCH AND SCIENCE EovCA"T10 .. 

Congr~~ of tbe ltntteb ~tate~ 
J~ou~t _of 1\tpte~mtatibt~ 
lillasbiniJlun. JBC 20515·1407 

5uBcOMMITTt:i' ON 

INW'ESTIGA.Tior..S ANl OWRSlGHT 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

March 5, 2009 

2455 FIA'IliUII>I HousE 0FAC;E BuilDING 

w ..... ,...,lON, 0<:20515-1407 
(2021 226-4011 

01STIUCT Offli:E 

300 E FAU. CReEk PIC\w N Oo. #300 
lr<CINIAI'OUS, IN 46206 

1317)2~16 

I am writing to express my strong support for the E-20 Advanced Hawkeye program, and 
request your consideration of a reprogramming of funds for Fiscal Year 2009. I am aware of 
significant undesired consequences for the E-20 program, as a result of the enacted funding 
levels for Fiscal Year 2009, and I urge your personal attention to this issue. 

As you know, the E-20 Advanced Hawkeye program is the cornerstone of the Navy's 
Net-Centric Warfare concept, and is imperative for protection against theater air and missile 
threats. Unfortunately, since the Defense Appropriations Bill was not considered in regular 
order, there was little time to address misunderstandings and major issues before the final 
conference report was complete. This produced an appropriations mark that left the program at a 
level inadequate to sustain it in transition from development to low rate production. In addition, 
the current FY09 funding level might produce a delay in Initial Operating Capability (IOC) by 
two or more years. This is especially disappointing when the Advanced Hawkeye program 
continues to meet and exceed both cost and schedule goals, and is needed to address urgent 
threats. 

Therefore, I request that you reprogram funds in Fiscal Year 2009 to support the 
procurement of the third Low Rate Initial Production (LRIP) Lot I aircraft in the Fiscal Year 
2009, and provide advance procurement for the third Lot II aircraft in Fiscal Year 2010. 
Furthermore, I urge you to ensure that the Fiscal Year 201 0 request includes procurement 
funding for all three LRIP Lot II aircraft. 

Thank you for your consideration ofthis request. I look forward to your strong support for 
prioritizing reprogramming of Fiscal Year 2009 funding for the E-20 program. 

on 

Member of Congress 

cc: The Honorable Donald Winter, Secretary of the Navy 
ADM Gary Roughead, Chief of Naval Operations 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 
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LEONARD L BOSWELL 
3rd DISTRICT, IOWA 

OI'RCES: 
1427 loNGWOAn< HoUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
1202) 225-3806 

300 EAST LocusT SmEET 
surre 320 

DES MOINES, lA 50309 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1 000 Defense, The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 2030 I 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

March 5, 2009 

COMMITTEES: 

AGRICULTURE 
CHARMAN, SUBCOMMITTEI!: ON ltvi!STOC:K. 

DAllY AND POIJL'IRY 

TRANSPORTATION ANO 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

SUSCOMMITTEE ON AVIATION 

SUBCOMMITTi.E ON RAILROA~S. flf'EUNES 
AND HAZARDOUS M~>.TERIAL$ 

PERMANENT SELECT COMMmEE 
ON INTELLIGENCE 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON TERROIIISM, HUWIN 
INTEWGENCE, ANI>.LVSIS AAD 

COUNTERINTELLIGENCE 

I write to urge you to act immediately to protect the jobs of people with severe disabilities working 
on Department of Defense (DoD) service contracts under the AbilityOne Program. Specifically, I 
ask that you: 

I. Reaffirm the moratoriwn on conversions set forth in the December 29, 2004, Memorandum 
wherein Under Secretary of Defense Chu states, DoD NAF/s shall not enter into contracts or 
agreements with DoD elements or other Federal Departments, Agencies or instrumentalities 
for the provision of goods and services that will result in the loss of jobs created pursuant to 
the Randolph Sheppard Act, the Javits-Wagner-0 'Day Act, or small business programs until 
a policy solution can be reached that encourages job crc:ation; 

2. Request that the AbilityOne Program be part of the Air.Force solution; and, 
3. Provide notification that responses to date from Arthur Myers, Principal Director, Military 

Community and Family Policy, do not fully address the above two issues. 

I support the DoD Food Transformation effort where it results in higher quality and efficiency to 
service members and lower costs. However, given the ·potential impact this challenge could have on 
the employment of thousands of people with severe. disabilities in the Ability<?.ne Program, I strongly 
urge the DoD to coordinate with AbilityOne representatives· to develop a policy solution ~at 
encourages job creation through both the MWR and the AbHityOne Progriutis. This is a: crucial step 
to incorporate the best thinking to resolve this issue, particularly when jobs for people with severe 
disabilities are so rare, reflecting an unemployment rate unparalleled by any other demographic 
sector of our society. 

Thank you for your :early consideration· of this urgent. request. If you have any questiM~ ·,on ~is 
issue, please feel free to contact me or iny· staff, Katy Siddall, at 202-225-38~6.:. · · . · · . , ., . 

LB:ks 

: '•' . . . 

• . ~.i . · ... :;;lyd ~ .. -~/ 
~~~ . .· ·'' ; . . .. ·'. ' 

- •• ' •• j '·. 
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DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P. MURn-tA. PENNSVt.VANtA 
NORMAN D. DICKS. WASHINGTON 
ALAN B. MOllOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA 
MARCY KAM"VA, OHIO 
PElER J. VISCLOSKV. INDIANA 
NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK 
JOsE E. SERR.6.NO. NEW YORK 
ROSA L DELAURO, CONNECliCUT 
JAMES P. MORAN. VIRGINIA 

~ngrtss ofthr tinittd ~tares· 
JOHN W. OlVER. MAS~USETTS 
EO PASTOR, ARIZCI\IA 
DAVIO E. PRICE, NORTH CAROLINA 
CHET t:DVVAROS, TEXAS 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND 
MAUl! ICE D. HINCHE~. NEW YORK 
LUCUE ROYBAL·ALLAAD, CALIFORNIA 
SAI.t FARR, CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L. JACKS()N,JR.,ILUNOIS 
CAROLYN C. KilPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
AllEN BOVD, FLORIDA. 
CHAKA FAllAH. PENNSYlVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR., GEORGIA 

. MARION BERRY. ARKANSAS 
IIAIIBARA lEE. CAIJFORNIA 
AOAhl SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEl HONDA. CAliFOflNIA 
BEm McCOllUM. MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEl, NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN, OHIO 
C.A. "OUTCH" RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND 
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHUL T2, FlORIDA 
CillO RODitGUEZ, TEXAS 
LINCOLN DAVIS. TENNESSEE 
JOHNT. SALAlAR, COLORADO 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ill.oust of 'Rrprc.smmtiom 
[ommitttt on Slppropriations 
tlllashington, "BQ: 20515-6015 

February 20, 2009 

JERRY lEWIS. CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS. KENTUCKY 
FRANK R. WOLF. VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
ROONEY P. FRELIN<lllUVSEN. NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAHRT. KANSAS 
ZACH WAIM', TENNESSEE 
TOM lATHAM. IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA 
JO ANN EIIIIERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, T£XAS 
MARK STEVEN KIRK. IU.INOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FlORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA 
JOHN It CARTER. TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CAliFORNIA 
JO BONNER. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE. OHIO 
TOM COLE, OKLAHOf.IA 

ClERK ANO STAFF OIAECTOR 
BEVERLYPHETO 

TElEPHONE: 
(2Q212254171 

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable Barbara Lee and the Honorable Carolyn 
C. Kilpatrick, members ofthe Committee on Appropriations, to travel to Cuba on April3-8, 
2009. The purpose of the trip is to evaluate current policies regarding trade and commerce with 
Cuba, and to examine and promote proposals to initiate cultural, academic, and health exchanges 
with the U.S. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority of 31 
U.S.C. 1108(g). 

The travel will be conducted via military aircraft. It would be appreciated if officials of 
the Department would assist in making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This letter will authorize the Honorable John Tanner, Chainnan of the House 
NATO Parliamentary Assembly (NATO PA) group, to lead a delegation to Gennany, 
France, Lithuania, Ukraine, Georgia, and Belgium during the approximate period of April 
2-9, 2009. The purpose of this trip will be to attend meetings with government officials 
m each country m conjunction with the mission of the Assembly. The following 
Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

. . . 
The Honorable John Tanner (b. TN) . 
The Honorable Jo Ann Emerson (R-MO) 

Ms. Melissa Adamson, Professiontil StS;ff, ;House Committee on Foreign Affairs 
.· . . . . ·. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessat)', including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
wen as Air Force escort (<6><6> I and military air transportation in-theatre. 
Authorization for the expenditure of fimds for the actual and necessary expenses should 
be made pursuantto 31 U.S.C. 11 08(g). 

Please also note that Mr. David Hobbs, Secretary General of the NATO P A, has 
been invited to travel with the delegation in-theatre. · · 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sinc~ly, . . . . .. . 

' ~e{P~ · 
. : NANCY PELOSI 

Speaker 

cc: The Honorabl~ Lorr8ine C. ,Miller, .~lerk 
U.S. HoUse of Representatives 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P. MURTHA. PENNSYLVANIA 
NCAMAN D. DICKS, WASHNGTON 
ALAN B. MOlLOHAN. WEST VIRGINIA 
o,IARC'I KAPnJR. OHIO 
PETER J. IIISCLOSKY, INDIANA 
NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK 
J05t E. SERRANO, NEW VCAK 
ROSA L DEI.AURO, CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA 

«illn!lrcss of thr tinittd ~tatrs 
JOHN W. OLVER. MASSAC+<USETTS 
EO PASTOR, ARIZONA 
llAVID E. PRICE. NORTH CAROLINA 
CHET EOWIIIIDS, T~ 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY, AHOOE ISLAND 
MAURICE 0. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
LUCILLE ROYDAL·ALLARO, CAliFORNIA 
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA 
JESSE l. JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS 
CAROL 'tN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA 
CHMCA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. RO~MAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR .. GEORGIA 
WoiUON SER!IY, ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF. CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLLUM. MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN, OHIO 
C.A. ~DUTCH" RUPfiEfiS8ERGeR, MARYLAND 
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA 
CIAO RODRIGUEZ. TEXAS 
LINCOlN DAVIS. TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SAlAZAR, COLOMDO 

The Honorable Roben Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ttousr of 'Rtprcsrnmtinr.s 
ftommitttc on appropriations 
illlashin_gton, BQ: 20515-6015 

March 9, 2009 

JI:RRY LEWIS. CAliFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG. FlORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS. KENTUCKY 
fRANK R. WOLF. VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEIJRGIA 
RODNEY P. FREU~YSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TOOOTIAHRT, KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT B. AVERiiOLT, IU>BAMA 
JD ANN EMERSOhl, MISSOUfll 
KAYGRA"'GER, T1;XAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IIWIO 
JOHN ABNEY ClA.BERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN ~IRk, ILLINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, flORIDA 
OENNIS R. REHB~RG. MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS 
RODNEY AltXANDER. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT. CAUFOANIA 
JO BONNER. AI.AEIAMA 
STEVEN C. lATOURETTE, OHIO 
TOM COUE. OKLAHOMA 

ClERK ANO STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY I'HETO 

TCLI:PHONE: 
C202) 225-2771 

Authorization is hereby given to Representative Kay Granger, member of the Committee 
on Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period of March 27-28,2009, to Leon, 
Mexico. The purpose of this trip is to participate in the US-Mexico Chamber of Commerce "A 
Vision for North America" Conference. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via 
commercial aircraft. 

Sincerely, 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P. MURTHA., PENNSYLVANIA 
NORa.iAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON 
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA 
MARCY ICAI'TUR, OHIO 
PETER J. YISCLOS~. IIIIOIA.NA 
NITA M. LOWEY. NEW YORK 
JOS~ E. SERRANO, f\EW YORK 
ROSA L. O.lAURO, CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA 

Q:ongrrss of the tinittd ~mtts 
JOHN W. OLIIER. MASSACHUSEns 
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CAI10LINA 
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS 
PATRICKJ. KENNEDY. RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
LUCILLE ROY8Al-ALLARD, CAUFORNIA 
SAM FAAR. CAUFOANIA 
JESSE L. JACKSON, JR .. ILLINOIS 
CAAOL YN C.ICIL~ATRICK. MICHIG ... N 
ALLEN BOYD. FLORIDA 
CHAI<II FA TTAH. PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD D. BISHOP. JR., GEORGIA 
MARKlN BERRY, NIKANSAs 
BAABARA LEE. CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SO.FF. CALIFORNIA. 
MICHAEL HONDA, CAliFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLLUM. MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL, ~leW YORK 
TIN RYAN, OHIO 
CA 'DUTCH" RUPPERSaERGER, MARYLAND 
BEN CHANDLER. KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Ft.ORIDA 
CIAO RODIIIGUEZ. TEXAS 
LINCOLN DAVIS, "TENNESSEE 
JQHNT.SALAZAR. COUlRADO 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

~ust of 'RQJrtSrnmtiurs 
(tommitttt on S!ppropriations 
'l!lllashington, 39d: 20515-6015 

March 10,2009 

JERRY LEWIS. CAUFORNu>. 
C. W. Slt.L YOUNG, FLORIDA 
HAAOLD ROGERS. KENTUCKY 
fRANI( R. WOUF. VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
ROONEY P. F!IEUNGHUVSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TODD llAHftT. KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
R08ERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA 
JOANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
KAV GRANGER. TEXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS 
~l\fiK STE\'EN Kill<. IWNOIS 
ANDER CReNSHAW. FLORIDA 
DENNtS R. REHBERG. MONTANA 
JOHN R. CAAl£R, TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEXANDG:A. LOUISIANA 
KEN CAlVERT, CALFORNIA 
J0 BONNER. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE. OHIO 
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAFf DIRECTOR 
IIEVERL V PHETO 

TELEPHONE' 
1~o21~2r.-m1 

Authorization is hereby given to Representative Kay Granger, member of the Committee on 
Appropriations and Anne Marie Chotvacs, professional staff member of the Committee on 
Appropriations, to travel on a CODEL led by Representative Nita Lowey during. the app1oximate 
time period of April13 -19, 2009, to Egypt, Jordan, Israel, and Ireland. The purpose ofthis trip 
is to review U.S. policies and programs in the region, and to meet with government officials. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via 
commercial aircraft. 

Sincerely, 

~b~ 
Chairman 
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<iongrrss of the tinitnt ~tatts 
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Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 
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March 10, 2009 
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MARK STEVEN KIRK. IlliNOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG. MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER. TEKAS 
ROONEY ALEKANDER. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CAliFOR"'IA 
JO BONNER, ALABAMA 
STEVEN C.I.ATOUAETIE. OHIO 
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
I2.02)U~2n1 

Authorization is hereby granted to Celes Hughes, Matthew Washington. and B. G. Wright, 
staff members of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period 
of March 27- April3, 2009, to Qatar, Pakistan and Afghanistan. The purpose of this trip is to 
review programs supporting the announced U.S. troop build-up m Afghanistan. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field mder authority 31 U.S.C. 
ll08(g). 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via 
commercial and military aircraft. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, ClwRMAN 
JOHN!'. MURTWI.I'ENNSYLVANIA 
NORMAN D. OIC<S, WASHINGTON 
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN. WEST VIRGINIA 
MARCY KAPTUit OHIO 
PElEA J. IIISCLOSKV. INDIANA 
NITAM. LOWEY. NEWVOAK 
JO~ E. SERRANO. NEW YORK 
ROSA L. D<IAURO, CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA 

[Ongrrss of thr ilnittd ~tatrs 
JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS 
ED PASTOR. ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PfliCE, NORTH CAAOUNA 
CHET EDWARDS. TEXAS 
PATHICK J. KENNEDY. RHOOE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY. NEW YORK 
LUCIUE HOYBAL·ALLAAD, CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARR. CALIFOIINIA 
JESS£ L. JACKSON. JR .. ILUNOIS 
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
AU£" 80VO, FLORIOA. 
CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD 0. BISHOP, JR .. GEORGIA 
UARION 8ERRV, ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE. CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF. CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEL HOND"- CALIFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN. OHIO 
C.A. "OIJTCH" RUPPERSBERGER. MARYLAND 
BEN CHANDLER. KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSI:RMAN SCHULTZ. FLORIDA 
CltK} RODRIGUEZ. TEXAS 
LINCOLN DAVIS. TENNESSEE 
JOHNT.SALAU.R. COLORADO 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

itousr of 'Rrpmrotatiurs 
[ommitttt on 2lppropriation.s 
illllashin!lton, iltr 20515-0015 

March 10, 2009 

JERAV LEWIS, CAUFOJINIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG. FLORIDA 
HAAOLO ROGERS. KEN"TUCKV 
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON. GEORGIA . 
ROONEY P. FREUNGHVVSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP. TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM.IfJWA 
ROBERTS. ADERHOLT, AlABAMA 
J0 ANN EMEFISOIII. MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER. TEltAS 
MICHAEL L SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON. TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIRK. ILLINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA 
OENNIS R. REHBERG. MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTEit TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEXANO&R, LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT. CALIFORNIA 
JO BONNER. ALASAMA 
51EVEN C. LATOURETIE. OHIO 
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA 

CLERK ANO STAff DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
(;!02) 226-2771 

Authorization is hereby granted to Celes Hughes, Matthew Washington, and B.G. Wright, 
staff members ofthe Committee on Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period 
of March 27- April3, 2009, to Qatar, Pakistan and Afghanistan. The purpose of this trip is to 
review programs supporting the announced U.S. troop build-up m Afghanistan. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via 
commercial and military aircraft. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Chairman 

1111111 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P. MURTHA. PENNSYLVANIA 
NtlftMAN D. DICKS. WASHINGTON 
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN. WEST VIRGINIA 
MARCY KAPTIJft, OHIO 
PETER J. \1\SCI..OSKV. INDIANA 
NIT A M. LOWEY, 1\EW YORK 
JO~ E SERRANO, NEW YORK 
ROSA L. DtLAUAO. CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. UORAN, VIRGINIA 

~ngrms of tht Bnittd ~tatm 
JOHN W. OI.VER, M4SSACHUSETIS 
EO PAS'l'OR,ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PAICE, NOATH CAROLINA 
CHETEDWAROS. TEXAS 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY. RHOD£ ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
lUCILLE AOVBAL-ALLARO, CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARR. CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L. JACKSON, JR.,IWNO~ 
CAROL V>1 C. ~ILPATI'IICI(, MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BO'I'O, FLOIIIDA 
CHA~ FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA 
STCVEN ft. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFOIID D. BISHOP. JR., GEOfiGIA 
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE. CAUFORNIA 
AllAM SCI-liFF. CAUfOfiNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA. CALIFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLLUM. MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN, OHIO 
C.A. "DUTCH" RUPI'ERSIH'RGER, MAI!VLANO 
BEN CHANDLER. KENTUCKY 
DOeiE WASSERMAN SCHU'l Tl. FLORIDA 
CIAO ROORIGU£2. TEXAS 
LINCOI.H DAVIS. TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR. COLORADO 

Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
VV~n.D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

~nsr of 'R!prrsrntatiurs 
(tommitttr on appropriations 
ill~Jashington, Bet 20515-6015 

March 11, 2009 

JERRY LEv.IS, CALIFORNIA 
c. W. BILL YOUNG, FlORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUtllY 
fRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
ROONEY P. FRELINGHUVSEN,IIEW JERSEY 
1000 TWiftT, KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP. TENNESSEE 
10M lATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOI. T, ALA SAM A 
JOANN EMERSON. MISSOLIRI 
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS 
MICHAEL 1(. $1MI'SON. IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON. TE><AS 
MARK STEVEN KtRK, ILLINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLOfiiDA 
DENNIS It REHBERG. MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEXANoeR. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
JO BONNER, ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

CLERtC ANOSTAFF otRECTOR 

BEVERLY PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
(202)225-2771 

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable Ed Pastor, the Honorable Maurice 
Hinchey, the Honorable Tim Ryan, the Honorable Ciro Rodriguez, the Honorable John R. Carter, 
the Honorable Rodney Alexander, and the Honorable John T. Salazar members of the Committee 
on Appropriations, and Taunja Berquam and Terry TyborO\vski. suffmembers of the Committee 
on Appropriations, to travel on official business to Puerto Rico, and Brazil, during the time 
period of April3- AprillO, 2009. The Honorable James Clyburn will travel under separate 
authorization. The purpose of the trip is to inspect sustainable biomass plantations, renewable 
energy laboratories, hydropower production, flex-fuel, and hybrid vehicle manufacturing 
processes, and water infrastrucrure. They will also be meeting with officials and the Brazilian 
government to discuss national energy strategies and other issues of mutual interest. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available under Public Law 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 1108(g)) for examination of 
estimates in the field. 

It would be appreciated in the Department of Defense could furnish such assistance as 
may be required, including transportation, to facilitate this trip. It would also be appreciated if 
the Department of the Anny (SAFM-BUL) could be assigned to escort the delegation. 

Sincerely. 

~~ ~y~ ( 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P. MURTHA. PENNSYLVANIA 
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHIIIGTOIII 
ALAN 8. MOUOHAN. WEST VIRGIMA 
MARCV KAI'TUR, OHIO 
Pffill J. VISCLOSKV.INDIANA 
NITA M. LOWEY. NEW YORK 
JOS~ E. SERRANO, NEW YORK 
ROSA L. O.IAURO. CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA 

Q:ongrtss of tht tinitnt ~tatrs 
JOHN W. 01.1/eA, MASSACHUSETTS 
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA 
DAVIO E. PRICE, NORTH CAROLINA 
CHET EDWARDS. TEXAS 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY. RHOOE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
LUCILLE ROYBAL·ALLARD. CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARR. CALIFOANIA 
.ESSE L JACKSON, JR., ILUNOIS 
CAROl VN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA 
CHAkAFATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFOAD D. BISHOP. JR .. GEORGIA 
MARION BERRY. ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA 
MICHAELHOND.O, CALIFORNIA 
B£TTV McCOLlUM, MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISMEL NI'W YORK 
TIM RVAN, OHIO 
CA. "DUTCH" fi\JPPERSBERGER. MARYLAND 
BEN CHANDLER. KENTUCKV 
OE881E WASSERMAN SCHUi..lZ, FWRIDA 
CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS 
UNCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLOAAOO 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

i!Uosc of 'Rrprrsrntatiots 
(!ommittct on appropriations 
Washington, llQ: 205J5-60J5 

March 11, 2009 

JERRY lEWIS. CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BLl YOUNG, FLORIDA 
HAROLO ROGERS, KENTUCKY 
FRANK R. WOlf, VlfiGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TOCO TIAHIIT. KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT a ADERHOLT, ALAEAMA 
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRAIIGEA, TEXAS 
MICHAEL k. SIMPSON. IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN Klltl<. ILUIIIOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW. FLORIDA 
DENNIS A. AfHBERG, MONTANA 
JOHN A. CARTER. TE~AS 
RODNEY ALEXANDER. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT,CALIFORNIA 
JO BONNER. AlABAMA 
STEVEN C. uTOURETTE. OHO 
TOM COLE, OKlAHOMA 

ClERK AND ST AFI' DIRECTOR 
BEveRLY PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
(202) 225-2771 

Reference is made to my letter dated February 20, 2009, granting authorization to the 
Honorable Barbara Lee and the Honorable Carolyn C. Kilpatrick, members of the Committee on 
Appropriations, to travel to Cuba on April3-8, 2009. 

The purpose of this addendum letter is to ~uthorize spouses to accompany Members for 
reasons of protocol at no additional expense to the government. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Chainnan 



DAVID R. OBEY. WISCONSIN, CtwRJMN 
JOHN P. MUAT><A. PENNSYLV .. N ... 
NORMAN D. DICKS. W>.SHINGTON 
~ ll MOLI.OIIAN. WEST 1/lnGINIA 
MARCY KAPT\111. OHIO 
PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA 
NIT.II M LOWEY. NEW YORK 
JO~ E. SERRANO. NEW VORl{ 
ROSA L Do:LAURO, CONNECTICUT 
J.IIMES P. MORAN. 1/IRGINIA 

<Utngrms of the ilnitnt ~tatrs 
JOHN W. OLVER, MASSAC!iUSETTS 
ED PASTOR, ARI20NA 
DAI/10 E. PRICE, NORTH CAAOUNA 
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY. NEW YORK 
LUCILLE ROYBAL· ALlARD. CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARR, CAUFORNIA 
JESSE L. JACI(S()N. JR .• ILLINOIS 
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK MICHIGAN 
ALL£N BOYD, FlORIDA 
CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEr<~ R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. GEORGIA 
MARION BERRY, A.AKAN$A$ 
BARBARA LEE, CALRJRNIA 
ADAU SCHIFF. CAUFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA. CALIFORNIA 
BETIY MCCOLLUM. MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISAAEL. NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN. OHIO 
C.A. "DUTCH" RUPPeRSSERGER, W.RYLANO 
BEN CHANCI.ER, KEN11JCKV 
OCIJBIE WASSERIMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA 
CIRO RODRIGUEZ. TEXAS 
UNCOlN DAVIS, TENNESSEE 
JOHN T SALAZAR, COLORADO 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

1\oosr of 'Rqntsrntatiurs 
~mmitttc on 2lppropriations 
illlashington, Bd: 20515-6015 

March 11, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS. CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG. FLOfUDA 
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY 
fRANK R. WOLF. VIRGINIA. 
JACK KINGSTDIN, GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FREUNGHUVSEN. NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAH"T. KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOI. T, ALABAMA 
JO ANN EMERSO!I_ MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER. TEXAS 
MICHAEl K SIMPSON. IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIIIK l.LINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FlORIDA 
DENNIS A. REHBERG, MONTANA 
JOHN A. CARTER. TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANDER. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CAUFORINIA 
J0 BONNER, AI.A8AMA 
STEVEN C. IJ. TOUAETTE. OHIO 
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERL V PHETO 

TElEPHDINE: 
1202) 225-2711 

Authorization is hereby granted to Adrienne Ramsay, staffmemberofthe Committee on 
Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period ofMarch27, 2009, to Rochester, 
New York. The purpose of this trip is to visit facilities to review the design and production 
capabilities and receive briefmgs on subsystems and payloads for national security space systems. 

Per diem expenses of not to exceed $109 per day, or the rate specified for High Cost 
Geographical Areas, whichever is higher, plus transportation and other authorized costs, shall be 
paid from appropnations available under Public Law 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 1108(g)) for 
examination of estimates in the field. 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via 
commercial aircraft. 

Sincerely, 

~.~ 
Chairman 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Oftiee of the Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washinpm, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Oates: 

March 13. 2009 

T·QTO P.002/00S. F-425 
01811111:1' OFFICii: 

,,.e ca-TD Dtwa 
~,hC27 .. 

121ial !131-101111 

180013i1·11J11 

I am writing to req,uest that the Department of Defense (DoD) :tina.lizc me incl'Uiion of 
TRICARE Retail Pharmacy Program in federal procurement of pbannaceuticals proposed mlc 
(73 Fed. Reg. 43394 {July 25. 2008)); 32 CFR Pan 199 [DoD-2008-HA-0029; 0720..AB22) as 
soon as possible. According to the proposed rule, making tbis tesuJation final will .save DoD 
$2.4 billion in Fiscal Years 2009-2011. In addition to piOviding badly needed savings to the 
DoD, the :finaliz-ation of 1hia rule ends the need for current ot future TRlCAR.E policies that favor 
the TRICARE Mail Order Pro&Tam (TMOP) over the TRICARE rew1 phannacy network. 

In Fiscal Year 2006, America's retail pharmacies dispensed over SS :million TRICARE 
prescriptions, more· than. any other pharmacy practice setting. TRICARE beneficiiries, 
particularly retirees, have demoaatrated a clear preference to obtain their prescription dnlgs and 
phmnacy services ftom retail pharmacies. despite the tact that there are already incentives in the 
TRICARE program to encourage beneficiaries to usc mail order .. They aro our natioa•s ClDTelDt 
and retired anned smviee~ personnel and their tam.Uies, and we need to honor them by providing 
them with quality, accessible health caro. I believe the choice of where to obtain prescription 
mediatioos is best left to them. 

· Implementing lhe proposed rule would bring to fi'uition the sensible policy that lhc DoD, 
with the support of tho Government Semces Administration. bas pursued for years. A final IUle 
will give full eftect to the intent and plain language of Section 703 of NDAA-2008[1][1] by 
placing retail pharmacies an an equal footing with other TRICARB pharmacy programs. Section 
703 was signed into law one year ago. and as we await issuance of the final rule, DoD loses 
hundreds of millions of dollars of savings because manufacturors are not paying required 
staanory discounts on TRICARE prescriptions dispensed by retail pbumaciea. Jn fact; the 
Congte$Sional Budget Oftice eatimated savinp of $3.2 'billion over 1ho fivo..year period, 
including $719 miUion in FY 2009. · 
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I reapeCttuny requtst that you quickly promulgate and implement a revised final mle thit 
reflects the intent of Consress and DoD to achieve signifiQant savings and enable TRICAR.B 
beneticlaries to chooae where to obtain their prescription medications. This result wm best 
honor TIUCARE beneficiaries, promote quality health care, and preserve scarce govemmmt 
resources. Thank you for your continued service to our country, and for considering our 
request. 

Sincerely, 

V~'§~ 
Member of Congress 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Lieutenant General Clyde A. Vaughn 
Director, . .r\nny National Guard 
NGB-ARNG 
111 South George Mason Drive 
Arlington. VA 22204 

Dear Secretary Gates and Lieuten:lnt General Vaughn: 

I v.:rite today to urge you to direct money from the $50,000.000 allocated for Army 
National Guard Military Construction in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
of2009 (PL 111·5) towards construction of The Dalles Armory located in The Dalles, 
Oregon. According to their FY20 10 appropriations request, the Oregon Military 
Department indicated that their federal request for this project is $17,023,000. lt is my 
hope that this project can be funded through the money available in PL 111-S to allow 
construction to begin immediately. . 

The Oregon :r.tilitary Department has indicated that this project is ready to execute now 
and will help the loc::JI and state economy by prov.idingjobs in construction and 
maintenance during the period of construction and supporting the local economy after 
construction, They estimate that construction projects of this scope average a total of 62 
sub-contracts with an average of 12 employees per contract. The total number of 
construction related jobs is estimated to be between 750 and 1 ,000. 

This project is vital ro the community in The Dalles because it is a unique partnership 
between the Oregon }..li!itary Department and Columbia Gorge Community College and 
will provide prolonged benefit to the local economy as part of rhe community college 
campus with classrooms available to the college ~uri.ng the week. 

It is import:mt that this proj~ct is compl~ted as expeditiously as possjble. I can think of 
no better way to create jobs, stimulate the state and local economy, and also advance the 
mission of the men and women who have dedic3ted themselves to protecting our country. 
Thank you for your time and full and fair consideration consistent with applicable law, 
rules, :md regulations. I look forward to hearing from you on this issue. 

Sincerely, 

()~ 
;..krab!:'r of Congre.~s 

11AR-17-2001 04=46 37¥. P.02 
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COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR 
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

VIA FACSIMILE -703-695-1219 
Tho Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefeusc 
The Pentagon 
Washington. DC 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Secm18Jy! 

21et RA'ti!UM HOU$I! OFFICE IIUI.DING 

WASHJt_«JTTN, DC 20515-8100 

March 18, 2009 

Authorization is hereby tpntod to 1be Honorable M&R:ia L. Fudge to travel on a C~ 
Deleption (CODEL) led by the Honorable Barbara Lee and the Honorable Carolyn C. Kilpalrick, 
members of lhe Committee on Appropnations to Cuba on April J..S, 2009. The purpose of the trip is 
to evaluate cwrent policies regardina trade and commerce with Cuba. and to examine llld promote 

·proposals to initiate cultural, ~ and health exchanges with the United ·Staies. 

P.02 

It is requested that the Department of Defense to ·furnish such usistaDce, including transpodation. u may be 
required to facilitate this trip. The expenditure of funds for payment 8l1d actual expcoscs and 1raDSpOJtJitiol is 
authorized pursuant to TitJe 31 U.S.C. 11 OS(g). Travel will be conclucted by militaly awL'or commercial 
aircraft up to business class,· including foreign flag 'Cilliers wben U.S. carriers are not available. the CODEL 
requests the U.S. Air Force liaison support to this Delegation. 

If you have any questionsregardina this matter, please contact Clifton RoDa1d St. Clair WiUiuas m 
at 202-225-7032. Tbabk you for your assistance in this mauer. 

GEORGE MILLER 
Chairman 

GM:ejh 

t'OT'AL P.02 



GABRIELLE GIFFORDS 
8lll DISTRICT. ARIZONA 

WASHINGTON OA'ICE; 

1na ~ONGWORlll HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202) 225-2542 

DISTRICT OFFICES: 
TUCSON OF~ICE 

11361 NORTH SWAN, $UITE 112 
TUCSON. AZ 86712 

(520) 881-36118 

COCHISE COUNTY OFACE 
77 CALLE PORTAL, Sl)ITE 8-160 

SIERRA VISTA. />286635 
1520) 459-3115 

The Honorable~ ~.ates 

C!ConllftSS of tbt 11nlttb ~tates 
J>oust of l\epresentatibes 

RWIJington, lDC 20515-0309 
··---March 10,2009 

~ecretary ofp~~ . . 
t 390 Def~}P.~n-· Rti~m '3-E970 
Washing.:oli; p~.-'2o30 1-1300 

Dear Sect Gates: 

COIIIMlnl!!S; 

ARMED SERVICES 
SUBCOMMITIEE ON AIR AND 

LAND FOIICES 
SUBCOMMITIEE ON MILITARY READINESS 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
CHAIR. SUBCOMI\IIlTEE ON 
SPACE AND AERONA.UTICS 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
ENERGY AND ENVIRONt.IONT 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
SUBCOMMITIEE ON 

THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE 

I write regarding two studies mandated by the Duncan Hunter Nationa] Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2009 (NOAA), PL-11 0.417, which were recently due to be submitted to Congress but have not yet been 
received. These studies of the Department of Defense's renewa~le e~ergy pursuits, such as the use of solar 
power, are vital to progress on developing a comprellensive strategy on r~d~cing the Department's 
operational energy consumption. 

Section 333 of the 2009 NDAA requires your office to conduct a study examining the feasibility of using 
solar and wind energy to provide electricity for expeditionary forces. In particular, the study must examine 
the potential for solar and wind energy to reduce the fuel supply; the extent to which such reduction will 
decrease the risk of casualties associated with convoy operations; the overall costs and benefits of using these 
technologies;.the sustainability and operatin,~ requirements of.solar and wind. energy systems; and potential 
opportunities for experimentation within current traini.ng enviroQI-nents. Ttte ~port was due on 11 February, 
2oo9, 120 days after enactment of the 2009 NOAA, however the report has not yet been submitted to 
Congress. 

The second report, due 1 March, 2009, was required by the House Report accompanying the 2009 NDAA. It 
directed your office to report on technologies that are suitably mature to be integrated into reset and 
recapitalization programs that, if deployed, could ~uce energy consumption. Likewise, this report has not 
yet '?ceo recei"\'ed, 

I ~spectfu]ly request that copies of these studies. are immedi~tely furpished to Ule Congress as they are lik~ly 
to provide imp01:tant insights for pC;,ieritial. action dwing this year's defense authorization cycle. I appreciate 
your immediate a~~ntion to ibis matte~. . . . . . . . 

. ~ . , 

. ~ .. . ' 
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COMMITTEE ON AGIIIIC:U~TU~I: 

Su~~<:oMNtTTEE ON Gr.NE""'- F'-M CoMMO.,tTIES 
ANO RISK JviANAOIINCNT 

Su.COMMtTTCr. oN Co~<~SEIWATIO.,., C!!I!:OIT, 
ENEIIGY AND Rt:SI.....CH 

Svaco.,.MnTu: ON LIYI!:STOCK, DAtiiY AND PouLntV . . 
CON!IfiTTEil ON 

.. 'TiiANIS~ORTATiO.N & INFRASTRUCTURE 

Su!JCOMNITTEC oN RAILROADS, PIPELINES 

AHO H~oous MATttllt~ 
S•UoCONMITTEE ON I!:<:ONOIOIC D'EYELOPNENT, 

PUIM.IC B'viLOINH AND E:MIIIGINCY ..... NAOENENT 

Dr. RobertM. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secietary Gates: 

. BETSY MARKEY 

4TH 01STIIIICT,,COL0111.4DO 

March 11, 2009 

WASHINGTON OF'I"ICE: 
1229 LONGWORTH BuJ~IWG 

WASHINGTON, DC 20151!5 
202·2215o46?45 

F'AX: 202·22S.S8?0 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 
123 N. COI.I.IGE Avr.., SUITe: 220 

Fo,.T Cou.~N•, CO 80!524 
.70.221-7110" 

l".u:: 97o-2l!! 1-72oll0 

I am writing to express my outrage at the Anny's use of funds to purchase land to expand the 
Pinon Canyon Maneuver Site in direct violation of clearly stated Congressional intent 

In 2008, Congress passed the Military Construction Appropriations Act with an amendment 
stating .. None of the funds appropriated or otherwise made available in this title may be used for 
any aaion that is related to or promotes. the. expansion of the boundaries or size ofthe Pinon 
Canyon Maneuver Site, Colorado. •• The clear intent of this measure was to prevent the 
appropriation of funds for the proposed expansion of the Pinon Canyon site used by the U.S. 
Ann;: stationed at Fort Carson, Colorado. 

It has come to my attention that the Anny has recently completed a deal with a Colorado 
landOwner for the acquisition of approximately 70,000 acres ofland near the existing Pinon 
Canyon facility. This acquisition comes less than six months after members of Congress 
expressed their intent to impose a ban on expansion. 

The expansion of the Pinon Canyon site has been adamantly opposed by Colorado Members of 
Congress as well as the farmers and ranchers in Southern Colorado because a larger training 
facility will result in the condemnation of private property, decreased land values, a devastating 
impact on tbe local economy, and on the environment. 

The Pinon Canyon site has always been a bane for the local communities. When the initial land 
was purchased, some landowners complained of strong-arm tactics and fears of conden:ination. 
When the site was to open, the Army heralded construction jobs and long-term employment, but 
after twenty years the site·has not helped the local economies~ Additionally, many were led to 
believe that the site would not allow live-fire exercises, but that promise was also broken. 

Today, I am troubled that the Army has decided to not only violate the trust of the local 
community but has. also decided to skirt clearly defined Congressional intent that this facility not 
be enlarged. In January 2009t the GovemriJ.ent Accountability Office released a report on the 
Department of Defense justifications· for the expansion of Pinon Canyon. This report 
recommended that the Anny provide more information to Congress before further action be 



taken. Not only was no further information provided, it now appears that the Anny has decided 
to clisregard Congress' intentions altogether. Please advise me on why the Army iS progressing 
foiWard on the pl,U'Chase. I appreciate your attentiot:t to this matter. 

Sincerely, 



Grongr.ess of t(ft lltnit.eil &tatts 
llhts)Jington, ll(!t 211515 

Dr. R~ M . .Gates 
Secretaq qt]>i;fense 
1 ooo Defense.~en~ 
Wuhington, DC 20lQl4'f)OO 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

~.12,2009 

We are acutely aware that the US Transportation Command and the US Air Force place a 
very high priority on recapitalizing the fleet ofKC-135 Refueling Tankers. We agree with this 
priority. Unfortunately, as the Government Accountability Office concluded last year, the 
previous source selection process for the KC-X Tanker was deeply flawed. We write to you 
today to highlight several key points that we believe must guide a future source selection process 
if it is to be successful. 

First and· foremost. a future·competitive souroe: selection must be fair to all parties while 
delivering the. best value solution for the warfighter at a· reasonable cost far the taxpayer. ·In the 
previous somce selection, the-competition was not ooildll'ICted· fairly .on several levels. The 
Department of Defense (DOD) must not·repeat past mistakes: . 

. > no· not allow "oom~tion ~t all ~sts" to distort the KC-X solicitation and source 
selection process.' In ~e m~nths ~e84ing up to the re~e of the fmal R-equest· for 
Proposals (RFP) for the previous KC-X s6licitaii'O~ ·the Ajr Force bent to the . 
oomp~nation of e~l press~ for "competition ai all costs" coupled wi~ refuSal by 
one pOtential offeror to compete unless the RFP was changed to its satisfactiOn. This led 
to last minute changes in key elements of the Combined Mating and Ranging Planning 
System- (CMARPS) evaluation tool for the sole purpose of qualifyitlg one offeror's 
proposal. 

> Conduct the competition on a level playing field for all pairties. In the previous 
KC·X competition, the Northrop Grumman/EADS team benefited from unfair advantages 
that derive from illegal government subsidies and waivers of regulations that apply to 
products produced in the United States. Specifically. the Unile9 States govenunent has a 
complaint pending before the World Trade Organization (WTO) stating that~-A-330 
aircraft prodUced by EAD~ Airl>Us benefitle4 from SS billion in ilki.gal.govenunent 
subsidies.· Note that Section 886 of the· FY:i009 National Defense Authorization A-ct 
requires DOD to condUct .• re;i~w of the ~mpactS ~f s~bsidies· 9D the aerial refuelins 
tanker competition upon completion ofthe pi-oceedings of the 'WTO. · The KC-X 
competition also ~.highlighted the-UI'lequal trcatinent that American producers face 
· when.competing with prodoots.from several allied nations. Our American produoers 
must abide by many regulations·(Berry Amendment, Buy America Act, International · · 
Traffic in Arms Regulations; Foreign·Corrupt-'Practices Act, arid wst accounting · · 
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standards) that add cost for domestic products but are waived for items produced in other 
countries. 

> Take into account full and accurate life-cycle costs for proposals. According to 
Defense Acquisition University studies, Operation and Support (O&S) costs constitute 
approximately 72 percent of total weapon system costs. It is imperative that these costs 
be a significant factor in source selection decisions, and that they be estimated properly. 
DOD made a serious error in the previous KC-X Tanker source selection analysis when it 
based estimates of Most ~robable Life-Cycle Cost (MPLCC) on a 25-ycar interval rather 
than the 40-year interval that was stipulated (and approved by the JROC) as the required 
service life of the aircraft. Furthermore, GAO recommended that a future source 
selection give greater attention to the impact of fuel costs in its life-cycle cost analysis. 
GAO concluded that "even a small increase in the amount of fuel that is burned per,hour 
by a particular aircraft would have a dramatic impact on the overall fuel-costs." Well 
established commercial data shows that the Airbus A-330 aircraft consumes 24% more 
fuel per flight hour tban does a Boeing 767 aircraft. This would result in very significant 
differences in operating costs. 

)l> Insist that proposals fully comply with all key requirements of the solicitation. In 
the previous KC-X Tanker source selection evaluation, GAO concluded that in two 
instances the Air Force disregarded the fact that the Northrop Grumman/EADS proposal 
failed to comply with requirements of the solicitation. Specifically, GAO found that the 
Air Force .. improperly made award" when it "unreasonably determined that the 
awardee's refusal to agree to the specific solicitation requirement that it plan and support 
the agency to achieve organic depot-level maintenance.'" GAO also concluded that "the 
record does not demonstrate the IeaSOnableness of the agency's determination that the 
awardee~s proposed aerial refueling tanker could refuel all CUITellt Air Force fixed-wing 
tanker-compatible receiver aircraft in accordance with current Air Force pr~ as 
required by the solicitation." 

> Insist that source selection evaluation be accomplished in accordance with the 
evaluation plan that is established for the solicitation. GAO found that the Air Force "did 
not assess the relative merits of the proposals in accordance with the evaluation criteria 
identified in the solicitation, which provided for a relative order of importance for the 
various technical requirements, and where the agency did not take into fkcount the fact 
that one of the proposals offered to satisfy more "trade space•• technical requirements 
than the other proposal, even though the solicitation expressly requested offerors to 
satisfy as many of these technical requirements as possible." Furthermore, GAO 
concluded that the Air Force "violated the solicitation's evaluation provision that "no 
consideration will be provided for exceeding [key performance parameter] KPP 
objectives" when it recognized as a key discriminator the fact that the awardee proposed 
to exceed a KPP objective relating to aerial refueling to a greater degree than the 
protester." 

> Carefully consider ruitional security impacts and industrial base impacts. Given 
the crucial role that air refueling plays in providing global reach for ow military, DOD 
must carefully weigh the importance of preserving domestic design knowledge and 
production expertise. Furthermore, industrial base impacts must be assessed given the 
fragile economic conditions. and weak domestic employment environment. Federal code 



(10 U.S.C. 2440) requires evaluation of technology and industrial base impacts in 
conjunction with major defense acquisitions. 

We also think that it is impoJ;1ant to the successful progress of the KC-X Tanker 
acquisition that DOD commence discussions with the potential offerors. Our understanding is 
that for the last several months DOD has resisted discussions that would help the government 
and industry eJtehange infonnation, ideas and perspectives. If this program is to move forward 
and yield a positive outcome, we recommend that DOD engage witb industry. 

Finally, we urge you to take the necessary time to allow the new Administration team to 
thoroughly consider the framework for the next source selection process. As much as the Air 
Force needs to begin recapitalizing the KC-135 fleet, we think it is essential that the solicitation 
requirements and acquisition strategy have the input and support of the new DOD leadership 
team that will be responsible for conducting the source selection and getting the program under 
way. 

Thank you for your attention. 

Sincerely, 

/{rtvJ.!:J... 
NORM DICKS 
Member of Congress 

?e-At'!~ 
TODDTIAHRT 
Member of Congress 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

!\oust of Rtprurntatiots 
Q:ommitttt on appropriations 
'll!Jashin.uton, BQ: 20515-6015 

March 16, 2009 

JERIIY ILWIS. CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BIU YOUNG. FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROOERS, KENTIJCKY 
FRANK R WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUVSEN. NEW JERSEY 
TOOO TIAHRT, KAN5AS 
ZACH WAMP, ll!NNESSEE 
TOM LATHAiol, I(JNA 
ROIEAT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA 
JO liNN EMERSON, MISSOU~ 
KAY GfliiNGER, TEXAS 
MK:HAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CUlBERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN IQRK, ILUNOIS 
ANDER alENSHIAW, FLORIDII 
DENNIS It REHBERG. MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTEl!, TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANDEII,LOUISIMIA 
KEN CALVERT. CALifORNIA 
JO BONNER, AlABAMA 
STEVEN C. LA T0UR£TTE. OHIO 
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA 

CLERK MID STAff DIRECTOR 
BEVEIU. V PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
I2U21 Z2r>-Z171 

Reference is made to my letter dated March 9, 2009, granting authorization to the 
Honorable Kay Granger, a member of the House Appropriations Committee, to travel to 
Leon, Mexico during the approximate period of March 27-28, 2009. 

The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize travel during the approximate 
time period of March 27-29, 2009. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Chairman JeY 7 



DEMOCRATS 

- RLNER, CAliFORNIA, CHA-AN 

CORRINE BROWN, fLORIDA 
VIC SNYDER, ARKANSAS 
MICHAEL H. MICHAUD, MAINE 
STEPIIANIE HEASETH SANDUN, SOVTH DAKOTA 
HAFIRV E. MITCHELL., ARIZONA 
JOHN J. HALl. NEW YORK 

11.~. ~ouse of lltpre~entattbes 
DEBORAH L HALVORSOfii.ILUNOIS 
THOMAS S.P: PERRIECLO, VIRGINIA 

. ~OMMITTEE '?N. V_ET~RANS' AFFAI~S 
HARRY TEAGUE. N;W MEXICO 
CIRO D. RODR)GUEz. TEKAS 
JO~ OONNELLY,INDIANA 
JERRY M(.;NEHNEY, CAlifORNIA 
ZACHARY T. S!'JO.CE, OHIO 
TIMOTHY J. WAll. MINNESOTA . 
JOHN H. ADLER, NEW JERSEY 
ANN KIRKPATRICK, ARIZONA 
GLENN C. NYE" VIFIGII!.IIA 

MALCOM A. SHORTER 
STAFF DIRECTOR . 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary . 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense rentagon 
Washington, DC 20301~1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

. ONE.HUNORED ELEVENTH COf'!GREss·. 

335 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE i:!UilDING 

:' WASHINGTON, DC 2'0515 

~ttp:l/vet'e ran s.house. gov 

March 11; 2009 · · 

REPUBLICANS 

STIVI BUVIR, INDIAIIIA. RANKI'jG 

C"'FF STEARNS, FLORIOA 
JERRY MORAN, KANSAS 
HENAV E. BROWN, JR., SOUTH CAROLINA 
JEFF MILLER, FLORIDA 
JOHN BOOZMAN, AR~·NSAS 
BRIAN P. BILBRAY. CALIFORNIA 
DOUG LAMBORN, COLORADO 
GUS M. BIURAKIS. FlORIDA 

• VERN BUCHANAN. FLORIDA 
DAVID P ROE, TENNESSEE 

KINGSTON E. S~TH 
REPUBliCAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

ANO CHIEF COUNSEL 

I have authorized Congressman Michael H. Michaud to lead a delegation of 
Members and staff from the Committee on Veterans' Mfairs on a fact-finding visit 
to Kuwait, Afghanistan, and Germany from April 13 to April 18, 2009. The 
delegation will include, in addition to Congressman Michaud, Congresswoman 
Deborah L. Halvorson of Illinois; Congressman Glenn C. Nye of Virginia; 
Congressman Thomas S. P. Perriello of Virginia, and Congressman David P. Roe 
of Tennessee; Cathy Wiblemo, Staff Director for the Subcommittee on Health; and 
Dolores Dwm, Republican Staff Director for the Subcommittee. In addition, Vice 
Admiral Adam RQbinson, Surgeon General of the Navy, and Lieutenant General 
Eric Schoomaker, Anny Surgeon General, will be in attendance. 

The Delegation is currently planning to travel to visit medical facilities _in the chain 
of care ofOEF service members and see first-hand the level and quality of health 
care being provided to active duty serVice members in the countries to be visited. 
Participants will also speak directly with key medical personnel at these facilities 
in order to better understand the challenges of combat health care. 

The actual cost of lodging is authorized in the countries to be visited. It would be 
appreciated if the Department of Defense could furnish such assistance as may be 

---------



Honorable Robert M. Gates 
March 11, 2009 
Page2 

required, including transportation, to facilitate this fact-finding visit. The 
expenditure of funds for payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized pursuant to Title 31, U.S.C., 
.Section II 08 (g). 

I would also like to request military escorts from the Anny Legislative 
Liaison Office be authorized to accompany the delegation for administrative 
and logistical support. 

The CODEL will be authorized to travel on foreign commercial airline 
caniers when there has been a determination that a U.S. flag canier not 
available to meet the scheduling requirements of the traveler consistent with 
the "Fly America Act." 

Thank you for your continued support and assistance. If you have further 
questions, please contact Jian Zapata of the Committee staff at 225-9756. 

Chairman 

MS/jz 



Mar. 19. 2009 10: 49AM R~P JOE WILSON SC02 

otnngnss nf ilp.e lnifelt i'tates 
DaBlfingtnn, De! aD515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense. 
Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 

March 19, 2009 

No. 2431 P. 2 

As a member of the United States House of Representatives, it is an honor to 
recommend Dr. Solomon Passy for the position of the next Secretary Oenetal of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). We ask that you give this request your full 
consideration. 

NATO as an institution is an important vehicle for keeping peace and stability in 
the reaion. With tho expetted return of Franco to the military organization will open a 
window of opportunity for major and profound reforms in the Alliance and a new NATO­
BU. Euro-Amerlcan cohesion. Therefore, we tiUst that a person like Dr. Passy, bringing 
the inspiration of New Europe, may syner(lize best with this momentum. 

Dr. Passy's credentials are very impressive. In 1990, as a member of parliament, 
he launched his idea for Bulgaria to withdraw from the Warsaw Pact to join NATO. At 
the time this goal was only supported by JS% of the population. The network. he created, 
the Atlantic Club of Bulgaria, succeeded in its goal to reverse popular opinion: in 2004 
when Foreign Mmistcr Passy raised the Bulgarian flag a1 NATO Headquancrs, he gained 
the support of80% of the Bulgarian people. Also, he successfully negotiated and signed 
the Accession Treaty of Bulgaria with the European Union in 2005. Both ventures have 
made him one Qfthe most popular ministers in Bulgarian history. 

Another highlight of' Dr. Pa.ss)"s distinguished career was his leadership during 
Bulpria's term on the United Nation's Security Council, which lasted from 2002 to 
2003. During his tenure, be was able to demonstrate a remarkable ability to develop 
relationships in a way that pennitted the passage of numerous resolutions and other 
important acts highlighting Bulgaria's successful term on the Council. . 

Also worth mentioning is his extensive experience in Afghanistan working 
closely with President Hamid Karzai on election and economic issues that impact the 
nation as a wh'?le. As Chairman-in-Office for the Organi2ation for Security and Co­
operation in Europe (OSCE), be directed the fnt exporting of an election observation 
team to Afghanistan to monitor the 2004 presidemiaJ election. Giveu. the arowina: 

PAINT!O ON IIICVCUD ll',t,PER 
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narcotics concern that bas deveJoped out of Afghanistan. he has worked diligent1y on 
·assisting the people of Afghanistan to replace poppy crops with that ofroses-A 
Bul&arian treasure. 

Dr. Passy has a proven track record in foreign relations. He has been one of the 
·main instruments of his country's successes and there is no one better with his knowledge 
and experience to work in this capacity. 

. . 
If we can be of further assistance to you, please do not hesitate to contact either of 

our offices. 

J(LJ~ 
JOE WILSON 

Member of Congress 

Sincerely. 

;%A~J~..,.4P. 
MADELEINE BORDALLO 

Member of Congress i 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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tlOOSt of RqJrmmtatiDu 

€:ommitt'a on ippropriatton.a 
Dubfngmn, !let 20515-601' 

March 20, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defame 
1000 Deteose Pentagon 
Washingtcm, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secrctat,: . 

NO. 305 r. 2 

CLIM!UIO rrll~ CIIIIC'TOil 
IEVSII.Y'I'HITO TIU,... 
Q611UII>.:rrn 

In accordance with the provisions of Soction 20l(b), Public Law 601, 79t. Conaress (eodi:fi,ed at 
2 U.S.C. §72 a (b)), tbis Staifhas been directed by the Committee on Appropriations to make an 
inquiry of the aft'ect of stop loss on-serviccmcm.bcrs. 

Please des!~ an appropriate point of contact to ammge for obtainUlg; the da1a pertinmt to this 
iDquiry and notitY my office by telephone within .five business days oflhc receipt of this letter. If 
there are any questions reaardins this matter, I can be concacted on (202) 225-3881. 

cc- Comptroller of the Dcpu1ment ofDefense 
cc - Secretary oftbe Army · 

Sincerely yours, . 

j)(WI)IfiA-. ~ 
David M. Pomeran:tz 
Director 
Surveys and Jnvestigatious Staff 
House Committee onApproprialions 
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March 18, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Secretaiy: 

DAVE CAMP, MICHIGAN 
WALLY HER GER. CALIFORNIA 
SAM JOHNSON, TEXAS 
ICE\IIN BRADY, TEXAS 
PAUL RYAN. WISCONSIN 
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DEVIN NU14ES, CAUFORNIA 
PATRICKJ. TIBEIU. OHIO 
GINNY BROWN-WAII'f, R.ORIDo\ 
GEOFf DAVIS. KENTUCKY 
DAVIl G. REICHERT, WASHINGTON 
CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR., LOUISIANA 
DEAN HELLER, NEVADA 
PE.lER J. ROSKAM. IWNOIS 

JON TRAUB, 
MINOfiiTY STAFf' DIRECl'Ofl 

This letter is to authorize Congressman Ron Kind (D-WI) to participate in 
the CODEL being led by Senator Robert Casey (D-PA), to Brussels and 
Belgium. This travel will take place during the period of Thursday, March 19, 
through Monday, March 23, 2009; the House is not scheduled to be in session 
during this time. 

The purpose of this trip is to attend the 2009 Brussels Forum on 
transatlantic economies. Rep. Kind will also speak at the Forum and will meet 
with officials from European Parliament and the European Commission. 

It would be appreciated if the U.S. Department of Defense could furnish 
such assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate this 
trip: The expenditure·of funds for the payment of the aclual aud- i.ttccsS&-y 
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized by 
31 u.s.c. 1108 (g). 

CBR/jg 

11~1 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

March 23, 2009 
Q.&IIIC--~· u~'I'N41t0 ,__ ... -·-'' 

I am writing to call to your attention the need to revise your Department's 
policy on outsourcing. Over the past eight years the Administration has misused 
the Office ofManagement and Budget Circular A-76, the policy which governs 
public-private competitions to potentially outsource work to the private sector. A-
76 became a mandate for pushing more and more work into the private sector, even 
work that is closely associated with inherendy governmental functions, in order to 
meet arbitrary competition goals. 

The last Administration's push to outsource resulted in hWldreds ofbillions 
of expenditures with little to no oversight from the Department ofDefen5e (DoD). 
In fiscal year 2008, DoD obligated about $200 billion for contractor-provided 
services, more than doubling the amount it spent a decade ago when measured in 
real terms. Yet the Defense Department is unable answer basic questions such as: 
how many contractors and subcontractors there are, what is their average salary. 
md precisely what work are they doing? The responsibility for acquiring services 
within DoD is spread amon& individual military commands, weapon system 
program offices, or functional units on military bases with no central oversight. 
The DoD Inspector General (I G) recently reported that your office pressured the 
Military Services to conduct outsourcing studies, and recently revealed to my 
subcommittee that contractors grant civilians access to military bases, including in 
highly sensitive areas like Iraq and Afghani• without evidence of appropriate 
background checks. 



Honorable Robert Gates 
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The House Appropriations Committee has attempted for years to impose 
oversight of contract services and shift away from what has become an over 
reliance on contractors. The Fiscal Year 2009 Omnibus Appropriations Act 
includes a one year government-wide moratorium (section 737) on beginning or 
announcing any A-76 srudies. I was heartened by President Obama's recent 
Memorandum on govemment contracting in which he states "Government 
outsourcing for services also raises special concerns." OMB must " ..• clarifY 
when governmental outsourcing for services is and is not appropriate ... " 
However, I found it disappointins when I learned of a response from your office to 
twenty members of Congress who had expressed concern about a particular k 76 
study; the response suggests that the concerns about outsourcing expressed by this 
subcommittee and by the President have not been understood by your office. The · 
same official who had advocated outsow-cing during the Bush adminiSll'&tion stated 
in a fetter (attached) dated March 9, 2009, that "Public Private competition under . 
OMB Circular-76 is a proven management tool that improves business efficiencies 
while generating significant savings to the taXpayer.,. 

In light of the Omnibus Appropriations Act, I advise you to cease to initiate 
or announce new A-76 studies. I also suggest that you halt A-76 studies pending 
OMB review of the A-76 program. 

I request a prompt response to this letter. 

AttaclunCJ!.t 
As stated 

Respectfully, 

c·· _, .... ./~ ,......., ... 

Jolm P. Murtha 
Chainnan 
·Defense Subcommittee 
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The Hooorable Robert M. Gaal:a 
Secretary 
Depertment ofDofense 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Seaetary: 

March 23. 2009 
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I liD writiq to urge you to appoint formar U.S. Repnl~i81110rAalllaattii~ -.:(b:)<:6,~ ___ _Jto 
1«\'e 00 tho Defeuac Policy BoiRl. 

I have b}(6) aiDce I firlt arrived ia Cooanu ill 1976, aDd I workocl cloeely 
with bDn durina the 19801 and elliy 19901 on numemua111111 cootrol and detea.o policy 
Jeeialadve initiatives. During bit aemeo ia abe House, Lei waa widely Mpnlecl a cme 
ofdae IDOIIt thoqbttblllld etfecti" nad.coa1 Je.den oa 11m1 cootrol ilmeL He .-d Ids 
polition on tbe House Appropriations DeCeue Subcam111ittee eo mvaoce aewral 
IUCCellftalllml ccmtrol initiatives, incJudins ~lUI effort to baD tbe 
tcldna oflllli-satelHte weapons in spaco. In addi~ one oftbe key Houao 
lOiden of the oflbrt to cut f\mdiua iD..tviaed MStu Wm" sntesic balUtic miailo 
deftme proJI'IIDS. md a~~roQa pt'OpODim of cffodl to leCUI'C altrafeJic DUCiclr IIIDI 
reduction trolly with the Soviet UaiOIL Jn addition to tbele initiative~, Lea WU 81Jo I 
Iaqpe••aldvocate iM' 1m11t def-.e pmanoteDt aDd ralildc teltiDg ofoew 
c:omadioo-1 WeapoDI systems. 

In bia poat~ioual career. 6) eoodnuecl to be ICdw in Democratic politicl 
md ill policy cti8eullioaa on 1rm1 ccatrol ad Dldiooal aecurity i•--. AA our Dilioa 
mova tixwlnl to anpple wbh islua reiMfna to recem am- felts of aaa-lllellito 
weapoM, what to do about propoecd millile dGfemel • how to restart tbe 
11mt c:ontroJ proceu with the Ruaiana.l bdic\re )(&) would provide tbc 
.Defenae Depatmcut with hnk IDd inliabtf\d advice and couueL I believe tbat Lta 
AuCoin would be 10 invaluable addition to the DefeDie Policy Board, aad I stroo&IY urae 
you to CODiider namioa him to tbis impodant positioo. 

l~tkt~ 
Co: Don~ LA/ 

smc.dy, 

Edwald 1. Maatey 
MemberofConar-

~DOlt--



The Honomble Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDeft:twe 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

March 18,2009 

. 
This letter will authorize Dr. Kay King, Director of the Office of 

lnterparliamentary Affairs, to join the Committee on Foreign Affairs Codel Carnahan to 
Egypt, Ethiopia, Cyprus, and Lebanon during the approximate period of April 3-11, 
2009. The purpose of the trip is to attend the 120th meeting of the Inter-Parliamentary 
Union and to meet with government officials in each country. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance 
as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Air 
Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for 
the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

CJ::f!~ 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lormine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

'' 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Deparbnent of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

March 18, 2009 

This letter will authorize Ms. Catlin O"Neill, Floor Assistant to the Speaker, to 
accompany Codel Tauscher (authorized by the House Anned Services Committee) to 
Israel and Egypt during the approximate period of AprilS-10, 2009. The purpose of the 
trip is to review Israeli Missile Defense Operations and participate in bilateral discussions 
with key allies in the Middle East. 

It would be appreciated if the Deparbnent of Defense would furnish such assistance 
as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Marine 
escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the 
actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 11 08(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

?\ly, "P~ 
~J:-:ls, 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 

·:. 
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CHAIRMAN 

ONE HUNDREU ELEVEN T rt CON(1HESS 

([ongress of tbr ltnltrb ~tatr.s 
l>ousr of l\rprrsrnt,lttbt~ 

OAR~Hl li tSSA. C411FOflPjll\ 
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COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM 
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WA~HI'l(',TON, DC 20515-6143 

President Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

IJI•,: lfl'\" ~·:'J:.: ~:·' 0 
I W'o' 

,.,,.,, :·•-, :1:11; ~·~··.-- 1;'1•1 

· March 19, 2009 

We would like to ensure that the Subcommittee on National Security and Foreign 
Affairs of the Committee on Oversight and Government Refonn is included in the 
Administration's Congressional briefings reJated to the results of the strategic review of 
U.S. efforts in Afghanistan and Pakistan you have commissioned. 

As you are well aware, the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is 
the principal oversight committee in the House of Representatives and has broad 
oversight jurisdiction as set forth in House Rule X. Pursuant to Committee Rule 8(a)(5), 
the Subcommittee on National Security and Foreign Affairs has jurisdiction 

· encompassing oversight of national security, homeland security, and foreign affairs. Our 
Committee has the significant role of oversight of interagency activities in the national 
security arena. 

Beyond manifest jurisdictional oversight interests, our Subcommittee has devoted 
significant time and energy on the oversight of U.S. policy, programs, and resources 
related to our efforts in Afghanistan and Pakistan. Over the past two years, our Chairman 
has personally led three Congressional delegations to Afghanistan an4 Pakistan. During 
that same period, the Subcommittee has held eight related hearings. 1 

· 

Last month, we held a· hearing on the U.S. mission to train and equip the Afghan 
police and anny with a focus on the accoWltability of anns and other sensitive military 
equipment. Over the last two weeks, we have held a public bearing and hosted a 
classified briefmg on the nature of the complex threat environment within Afghanistan 
and Pakistan. We are currently planning oversight hearings on the proposed troop 

1 
For more information on these activities, please go to: http://nationalsecurity .oversight.house.gov. 



buildup and civilian surge in Afghanistan, as well as on regional players and 
considerations that are fundamental to U.S. efforts in South Asia 

Our work on this subject, both in the hearing room and on the ground, has 
allowed the Members of this Subcommittee the opportunity to acquire a depth of 
understanding on the natttre of the security threat in Afghanistan and Pakistan. We stand . 
committed to continue constructive oversight of U.S. plans and activities in this 
strategically important~ and troubled, region. 

We appreciate your timely attention to this matter and look forward to working 
with you as we move forward in creating more effeCtive foreign policy in Afghanistan 
and Pakistan, while making sure that every dollar entrusted to us by the American 
taxpayers is wisely spent. 

John F. Tierney 
Chainnan 

·Sincerely, 

Subcommittee on NC~.tional Security 
and Foreign Affairs 

cc: Vice President Joseph R. Biden 
Secretary Hillary Clinton 
Secretary Robert Gates 
National Security Advisor James L. Jones 
Special Envoy Richard Holbrooke 
Under Secretary Michele Flournoy 
Mr. Bruce Riedel, Brookings Institution 

f~:f!?l~ .. 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on National Security 

and Foreign Affairs 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P. MURntA.I't:NNSYLVAN~ 
NO~MAN O. DICKS, WASHIIIGTON 
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VI~GINIA 
MARCY KAPTUR. OHIO 
PETE~ J. VISCLOSKY, IIWIIINA 
NITA Ill. LOWEY, NEW YORK 
J~ E. SERRANO, NEW VOAK 
ROSA L. O.LAURO, CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MORAN, V~GrNIA 
JOHNW. OLVER. MASSACHUSETTS 
ED PASTOR. ARIZONA 
DA\ItD E. PRICE. NORTH CAROUNA 
CHET EDWNIDS. TEXAS 
ROBERT E. "BUD" CRAMER. JR •• ALABAMA 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY. RHODE ISlAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD. CALIFORNIA 
SAM F~. CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L JACKSON, JR., ILUNO<S 
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA 
CHAKA FAITAH. PeNNSYLVANIA 
STEIIfN R. ROntMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFOflP o. BISHOP, JR., GEOI>GIA 
MARlON IEPIRV. ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE, CALFCANIA 
TOM UDALL, NEW MEXICO 
l'obi>N. SOIIFF. CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA. CALIFORNIA 
8£1TYMcCOUUM. MCIINESOTA 
STEV£ ISliAEI., NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN. OHIO 
C.A. "DUTCH" RUfPERS8ERGER, M"RYLAND 
BeN CHANDLER. KENl\JCKY 
OE8Bif WASSERMAN SCHUL lZ, FLORIDA 
CillO RODRIGUEL TEXAS 
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!toust of 'Rcprcstntatior.s 

Q:ommittct on 2lpproprtations 
~ashington, 19<t 205}5-6015 

March 19, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA 
RALPH REGULA. OHID 
HAROLD ROGERS, KENIUCl<Y 
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JAMES T. WALSH. NEW VO~K 
DAVID L HOBSON. OHIO 
JOE rNDLLENBERO, MICHIGIAN 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
ROONEY P. FRELINGHIJYSEN, Nf:W JERSEY 
TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS 
ZACH WAMI', TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT B, ADERHOLT, AlABAMA 
JOANN EMERSON. MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGEII. TEXAS 
JOHN E. PETERSON, PENNSYLVANIA 
VIRGIL H. GOODE, JR. VIRGIN~ 
RAY tJ.HOOD, LLINotS 
DAVE WELDON, FLOfliDA 
MICHAEL IC. SltotPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON. TEXAS 
MIARK STEVEN KIRI<. ILLI'O<S 
ANDER CRENSHIAW, FLORIDA 
PENNI& R. AS:HS~G. MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTEFL TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT. CAUFOfiNIA 
JO BONNER, AI.AEIAUA 

CLERK AND STAFf DIRECTOR 
ROBNIA80RS 

TELEPHONE: 
1202) 2211-2771 

Reference is made to my letter dated February 20,2009, granting authorization to the 
Honorable Barbara Lee and the Honorable Carolyn C. Kilpatrick, members of the Committee on 
Appropriations, to travel to Cuba on April 3-8, 2009. 

The purpose of this addendwn Jetter is to authorize the Honorable Michael Honda, also a 
member of the committee, to participate in this travel. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~e-t 
Chairman 



<Enugrr11s nf t)fe lltuitell ~fates 
ma.slfin,tnn, ie! 20515 

President Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

March 16, 2009 

We write to voice our support for the VH-71 presidential helicopter replacement program. 

The Marine One presidential helicopter is more than just a symbol of the office or a simple means of 
transport; it is integral to the safety and security of our president and thus our nation. That is why 
we urge you to resist any attempt to politicize the VH-71 presidential helicopter program by 
singling it out among the large number of major programs that have exceeded their original 
budgets. This program is too important to be derailed by politics. 

We share your strong commitment to increasing accountability in the use of tax dollars and applaud 
your promise to reform the broken defense acquisition system. In recent years, too little attention 
has been paid to ensuring the wise management of major defense priorities. ·Inc many cases, 
excessive requirementS are packed into programs at enormous expense and with little ultimate 
value to the warfighter. 

However, we are alarmed by the political controversy surrounding the VH-71.program and .fear it 
could lead to a decision that- jeopardizes the security of our Commander in Chief and wastes 
valuable taxpayer money. There is little doubt that the need to replace the aging legacy fleet of 
presidential helicopters is real, urgent, and thoroughly documented. The current fleet has been in 
service more than 35 years and it is time for an upgrade to best protect the President and his family. 
This country cannot afford its President to be vulnerable or cut off from communications in a time 
of emergency. 

VH-71 was initiated by the White House in the aftennath of the September 11, 2001 attacks and 
was awarded to the current industry 'team in 2005 after one of the most rigorous and scrutinized 
competitions in history. which was not protested by the losing contractor. Congress has repeatedly 
noted that excessive requirements coupled with unrealistic price and schedule estimates have 
driven current cost projections for the program's second phase beyond what is reasonable . 

. Nevertheless, we believe canceling the program entirely would be irresponsible and self-defeating. 

To date, $3 billion- has been invested in the VH-71 program and yielded notable results. Eight of the 
nine aircraft comprising the first phase of the program, Increment 1, have achieved flight and are 
meeting or exceeding all performance parameters. The fiscal year 2009 House Defense 
Appropriations bill noted that Increment 1 is a "marked improvement" that "exceeds the 

PRINTeD ON R,ECYCLED PAPER 
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performance of the current fleet in virtually every respect:" Based on the outstanding performance 
of this aircraft. we urge you to consider expanding the Increment 1 fleet to· make it the long-term 
solution if the more advanced Increment 2 aircraft cannot be procured in a cost-effective manner. 

Furthermore, we believe the Navy could purchase a full fleet of 23 Increment 1 helicopters within 
the original budget profile. Doing sq would send an important message that security and fiscal 
responsibility are compatible when it comes to our national defense. Without question, simply 
canceling VH-71 at this advanced stage would be the least responsible alternative both-for the 
safety of your office and the investment of the American taxpayer. 

Marine One is an important national security asset serving the Office of the President and is directly 
linked to the security of our. nation. The VH-71 Marine One program was initiated by a previous 
administration, wiil enter service during your administration, and will serve future presidents for 
decades to come. You will have our complete support- and the support of the American people - as 
you move fotward with this critical program. 

Sincerely, 

Rep. Bill Shuster 



Cc: 

The Honorable John J. Young 
Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics 

The Honorable B) Penn 
Acting Secretary of the Navy 

The Honorable Rahm Emanuel 
White House· Chief of Staff 

Gregory B. Craig 
White House Couns~l 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P. MURTHA. PENNSYLVANIA 
NORMAN D. !liCKS, WASHINGTON 
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN. WEST VIRGINIA 
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO 
FETER J. VISQ.OSKY, INDIANA 
NITA U. LOWEY, NEW YORK 
JOSt E. SERRANO. NEW YORK 
ROSA L. O.LAURO, CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA 

<tongrcss of tht tinittd ~rates 
JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS 
eo PASTOR, ARIZONA 
DAVID e. PRICE. NORTH CAROLINA 
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS 
PA'TRtCK J KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICE 0. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
LUOLLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARR. CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L JACKSON, Jfl .. IUINOI$ 
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BO'YD, FLORIDA 
CHAKA FATTAH. PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD D. BISHOP. JR .. GEORGIA 
MARION BERRY. ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE, CAUFORNIA 
ADAM sa-IIFF. CAI.IFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA. CALIFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN, OHIO 
C.A. "DUTCH" RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND 
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. FLORIDA 
CIAO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS 
LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE 
JOHN T $Al.AZAR. COLORADO 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

il\oosr of 'R.rprrsmtatiors 
ftommittet on gppropriations 
illlashington, B(t 20515-6015 

March 19,2009 

JERftY IEoVIS, CALIFOI!NIA 
C. W. BII.L YOUNG, FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS. KENTUCKY 
FRANKR. WOLF. VIRGINIA 
JACI< KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
ROONEY P, FRELINGHUYSEM, NEW JERSEY 
TODii TIAHRT, KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP. TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOI. T, ALABAMA 
JOANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS 
MK:HAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY Clii.BERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIRK.IWNOIS 
ANOER CRENSHAW, FLOIIIDA 
DENNIS R. RE~BERG. MONTA'IA 
JOHN H. CARTIER. TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANO~R. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
JO BONNER. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
12021221>-Wl 

Authorization is hereby granted to Representative Ken Calvert and Ms. Jennifer 
Miller, and Mr. Jeff Shockey, professional staff members of the Committee on 
Appropriations, to travel on official business to Stuttgart, Wiesbaden and Frankfurt, 
Gennany and Vienna, Austna during the approximate time period of Apri14-10, 2009. 
The purpose of this trip is to review matters relating to the CIA, NSA and counter­
terrorism operations and activities. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall 
be paid from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field Wlder 
authority 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in 
making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted 
via commercial transportation. 

Sincerely, 

IJ::~Cf:J 
Chairman 
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Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

i!\onst of 'Rtprr.smmttum 
~mmittt£ on appropriations 
ilii)Qshtngton, B.r 20515-6015 

March 19,2009 

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
c. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA 
RALP!i AEGULA, OHIO 
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKV 
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JAMES T. WALSH. NEW YORK 
DAVID L.IIOIISON, OHIO 
JOE KNOLLENBERG. MICHIGAN 
J ... CK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TODD TlAHRT, KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, 1£NNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA 
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOI.JAI 
~VGRANGEII, TEXAS 
JOHN E. PEl'ENION, PENNSYLVANIA 
YIIGIL H. GOOCE, Jll., VIRGINIA 
RAY LAHOOD, ILUNOtS 
D"'YE WELDOit FLORIDA 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON. IDAHO 
JDHNABNEYCULSEIISON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KJIIIC. ILUNDIS 
ANDeR CRENSIIAW, A.OIUDA 
DENNIS R. REHBEIIG, MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER. TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXAI'IOER, LOI.IISIANA 
KEN CALvtRT, CALIFORNIA 
JO 80NNER, ALAIIAMA 

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 

ROSNASORS 

TELEPHONE: 
I2112122H771 

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable Sam Parr, member of the Committee on 
Appropriations, to join a CO DEL led by the Honorable Eliot Engel, Chainnan of the Foreign Affairs 
Subcommittee on the Western Hemisphere, to Trinidad and St. Vincent on April17-21, 2009. The 
purpose ,,f the trip is to attend the Fifth Summit of the Americas and meet with government and non­
government officials regarding po1itical and economic developments, and gener~l bilateral relations 
with each country. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority of 31 
u.s.c. 1108(g). 

The travel will be conducted via military aircraft. It would be appreciated if officials of 
the Department would assist in making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~R~ 
Chairman 



.. 

~ongrtss of tbe ltnttell ~tattS) 
;l]out of l\tprtiitntatibts 
~ington, Jlte 20515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

March 18, 2009 

We urge you to cancel the OMB Circular A-76 privatization review of public works at the United 
States Anny Garrison, West Point. 

The A-76 program was shut down by Congress in the Omnibus Appropriations Act that the 
president signed into law earlier this ~onth because of longstanding concerns. Two Government 
Accountability Office (GAO) reports issued· last year detail how poor guidance from the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) had resulted in systematically overstated savings and understated 
costs as well as a disproportionately adverse impact on older, female and Afiican-American civil 
servants. As GAO noted, even after eight years. A-76 proponents are still unable to ''reliably assess 
whether competitive sourcing truly provides the best deal for the taxpayer.,. 

Moreover, the A-76 program raises concerns about compliance with the law. The Defense 
Appropriations bill for fiscal year 2009 limits multifunction OMB Circular A-76 privatization 
reviews, like the one of public works at West Point, to no longer than 30 months. The West Point 
A-76 privatization review was formally announced in September 2006, 30 months ago. However, 
an A-76 privatization review starts not at formal announcement-- but when preliminary planning 
begins. when money is first spent on hiring consultants and reassigning civil servants from their 
usual jobs. Indeed, this preliminary planning is actually required by the OMB Circular A-76. We 
understand that preliminary planning for the West Point public works privatization review actually 
began over seven years ago in 2002 and included at least five full-time civil servants. 

We are also concerned about compliance with the provision in the fiscal year 2008 Defense 
Authorization bill, which forbids the Department of Defense from carrying out competitive 
sourcing-related direction from OMB. Less than two months after enactment, West Point tried to 
utilize the prohibition by petitioning the Army for relief from carrying out the public works · 
privatization review. In its March 19, 2008 letter, the installation discussed a detailed plan for · 
internal reengineering of its public works functions that would be·"less disruptive" than the A-76 
privatization review, but yet "yield e:fficiency·and real savings," and thus be "a win-win for West 
Point and the West Point_community." Nevertheless, this petition was rejected. Even OMB during 

PRINTED ON FIECVCLEO PAPEF! 



the previous administration acknowledged that the A-76 process should not be considered the 
exclusive process for generating efficiencies when officials in July 2008 renamed competitive 
sourcing, calling it "commercial management," arid emphasized bus~ess process reengineering 
instead of contracting out. 

This privatization review is already well past the 30 month limitation imposed in law, which means 
that the actual costs likely exceed any savings. In addition, West Point is prepared to achieve a 
satisfactory resolution that benefits taxpayers and the West Point community. We in Congress 
have already recognized the failure ofOMB Circular A-76 privatization reviews by eliminating 
them. Today, we strongly urge you to cancel the West Point public works OMB Circular A-76 
privatization review. 

~~ 
MAURICE ~~~y a-

ember of Congress 

Sincerely, 



CHARLES B. RANGEL 
15TH CONGRESSIONAl DISTRICT 

NEWYOAI< 

CO .. MITIEE: 

WAYS AND MEANS 

JOINT COMMITTEE 
ON TAXATION 

CHAIRMAN 

C!Congrtii~ of tbt llntttb ~tatt~ 
f!}o~e of 1\tpr~tntatibt£' 

March 3, 2009 

Mr. Christian Marrone 
Acting Assistant Secretary I Legislative Affairs 
Department of Defense 
1300 De,fense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Marrone: 

To carry out my Congressional duties in the area of national defense, I am 
seeking your assistance in receiving information regarding the stationing of 
U.S. troops at U.S. military installations overseas. 

In view of plans for changes in troop deployments in Iraq and Afghanistan 
announced by President Obama, this information would be helpful to me in 
understanding the President's plans in the larger worldwide context. 

Therefore, I would appreciate a comprehensive report from DoD listing all 
military bases abroad where U.S. troops are stationed, the number of troops 
at each installation, and the cost of maintaining each of these bases. 

In view of the urgency of this request, I would appreciate a personal 
response as soon as possible. If the information cannot be made public, I 
would be willing to schedule a personal classified briefing in an appropriate 
venue on Capitol Hill. 

CBR/em 

GEORGE A. DALLEY 
CHieF OF STAFF 

JAMES E. CAPEL 
DISTIUCT DIRECTOR 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

D 2354 RAYBURN tiOUSE OfFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051 !;-32U 

TELEPtlONE: (202) 225-4365 

DISTRICT OFfiCE 

FAX: (202f 225-<l816 PLEASE RESPOND To OFFICE CHEClCED 

0 163 WEST 125TH STREET 

NEW YOR•. NY 10027 
TEt.EPHONE: {212) ~900 

fAX: (212f 663-<1277 



JEFF MILLER 
1ST 01STR1CT, FLORIOA 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON T£RROAISM, 

UNCONVEIHIOIIIAL THREATS AND CAPAB1Un£S 
IIANKINCI--

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
SuBCOMMIDEi ON 

OVERSIGHT AND INVESTIGATIONS 
RANKINCI .. MJIII 

QC:ongre~~ of tbe llnlteb ~tate9' 
J(JoUS't of l\eptr!tntatibn 

Qlasbington. Ill£ 205l5 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

The Honorable William Lynn 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary L~ 

March 17, 2009 

WASHINGTON OfFICI;: 

2439 RAVBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20!;15 

12021226-4136 

DISTRICT OFACES: 

4300 SAVOU BOULEVARD 
Surro 13 

PENSACOLA, R. 32503 
18!501479-1183 

348 s.w. MIRACLE Sll!IP PARKWAV 
Su1n24 

FoRT WALTON BEAC«, Fl32548 
18501 fl64.-126G 

h~i-......... ,_ 

Toll Free: 1-811G-3e'7-1114 

I am writing to you regarding the need for an overpass on State Road (SR) 85 at 
Eglin Air Force Base, near the 7th Special Forces Group (SFG) cantonment area. SR 85 
is the only highway connecting southern Okaloosa County with northern Okaloosa 
County. Today's daily commute traffic is already at the top end of capacity. The Air 
Force decision for beddown of the BRAC-mandated move of the 7th SFG results in 
1macceptable degradation of traffic flow. 

I have been advised that the Army, Air Force, SOCOM, and the 7th Special Forces 
Group all have identified the need for this overpass. In addition, I am told that no Service 
has progtammed for this overpass in the Future Year's Defense Plan (FYDP). This is 
especially disappointing given that it will take emergency programming action if we are 
to have any hope of completing this BRAC related requirement by the fall of 2011. 

I've written the relevant officials in the Army, Air Force and SOCOM and I 
hope that you are able to direct these officials to coordinate so that emergency 
prosramming action for the SR 85 overpass is generated as soon as possible. As Qfnow, 
the Services cannot agree on a plan, and your involvement in this issue is necessary and 
would be much appreciated. 

With warm personal regards, I am, 

PRINll:D ON RECVCI.ED PAPER 



CHAftU~S B.1RA~GEL 
15TH CoNGIOE6810NAl Dum•cr 

NEWYOOU< 

COMM~nt;E: 

WAYS AND MEANS 

JOINT COM MimE 
ONTAXAnON -

C!ongress of tbt 1tntteb ~tates 
Jjouse of 1\epnsrntatib~ 

March 13, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

X ~ :writimz ta_9ffer my highest possible recommendation of (b) 
6
) 

[~~~[_~=- ~== Jfor a political appointment in your D artmen.._t.____,S,..,..h-e"'"!'h_as___.a 
wealth ·of experience· in the Department of Defense. <b><6> is most 
interested .in, and ~ a background that qualities· her highly for positions in the 
areas of personnel · lie , smalf business utilization.· diversity management and 
equal opportunity. < 6 combined Federal government and Political 
Appointee career gpans more than 20 years in the Department of Defense (DoD), 
serving in Office of the Secretary ·of Defen'se' arid the ·Department ·of the Air Force 
(resume enclosed). 

I have known since 1998 when she joined my Washington 
Congressional office as a Brookings Institution Legislative Fellow through a 
highly c~mpetitive program while employed in DoD, Office of th~ Und~r 
S~retary. of Defense (Personnel and Readiness). At that time she served as Equal 
Employment Manager, Office of the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defenie 
(Equal Opportunity). Upon leaving my office she returned to the Department as a 
political appointee, serving as Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for 
Civilian and Military Equal Opportunity. 

As you can see, 6 has ·had· a long and distinguished career. Her 
professional credentials and · experience · in the · Department · of ·Defense, 
specifically, Office of the Under · Secretary . of Defense for · Pet'SOnnel and 

. Readiness; · ~d Office of the Secretary of tlie Air Force, supports and enslires that 
she could hit the ground running, .immediat~Iy · assumihg' important and critical 
duties Within the Department. · · 

GEOAGE A. DALLEY 
ClEf Of STAfF 

JAMES E. CAPEL 
OISTIIICT DftCTOR 

WA.SHINGTO"'' OHICE Do$TAICT 0mcE 

0 2364 RAY11tJMN Hovse OfFla BuolOtHG 

WA.SI .. NGTON, DC 20515-3215 
TElEPHONE: (2021 226-4365 
FAX: (202) 225-(1816 PLEASE RESI'ONo To o...a CHEa<Eo 

0 163 WE$1" 125"' STREET 
NEW Y.-. NY 10027 
TELEPHONE: (212) 66J.-l900 
fA)(: (2121663-4277 



. ( 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
March 13, 2009 
Page2 

I cannot speak highly enough off(b)(S) I She has been at times advisor and 
.CQordinator of The Charles B. Rangel International Affairs Program, now 
institutionalized in the State Department. As a result of her work currently 30 
Fellows are now assigned as Foreign Service Officers to U.S. Embassies around 
the world, and will soon bt} joined ·by another .30 Fellows who are completing 
their graduate school studies, and in the pipeline for service in the diplomatic 
corps. 

It is (b)(S) record that makes me so ·confident of the great job she bas 
done for your Department and would do again, upon returning to the Department 
of Defense. rve personally seen her in action. Nothing would make me more 
proud than to see her serve again as a contributing member of your DoD team. 

Enclosure: 
Resume 

cc: n Gips 
Assistant to the President 
& Director of Presidential Personnel 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P MUIITIIA. PENNSVLVAN\11. 
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTOtl 
AI.AN 8 MOLLOHAN. WEST VIRGINIA 
MNICY KAI'TIJR, OHIO 

JERRY LEWIS, CAUFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG. FLORIDA 
HAROI.D ROGERS. KENTUCKY 
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 

PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA 
NITAM. LOWEV, NEW VORK 
JOSE E. SERRANO. NEW VORK 
ROSA L D•tAURO, CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA 

[Ongrcss of tht tinitnl ~tatrs 
ROONEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOLT. AlABAMA 
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS 

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS 
ED PASTOR. ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PRICE. NORTH CAROI.INA 
C1£T EDWARDS, TEXAS 
PAmiCK J. KENNEDY. RHOOE ISLAND 
MI>.URICE D. HINCHEY, NEW VOOK 
lUCillE ROVBAL~AlLA~D, CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA 
JESSe L. JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS 
CAROL 'I'N C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
AllEN BOYD. FLORIDA 
CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN A. ROTHMAN. NEW JERSfV 
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR .. GEORGIA 
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS 
BARBARA lEE. CAliFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA 
BETTV ~'!<;COLLUM, MINNESOT,O. 
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW YORK 
nM RYAN, OHIO 
C-A •oUTCH" FIUPPfRS8eRGEfl, MARYLAND 
BEN- CHANot.E~. KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. FLORIDA 
CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS 
LINCOLN DAVIS. TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAFl COLOOADO 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear. Mr. Secretary: 

iA.ousr of Rrprmtntatiom 
ltommittct on appropriations 
Washington, f)[ 20515-60J5 

March 20, 2009 

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHNAIINEVCULHERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN """'· ILLINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER. TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEXANDER. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
J0 BONNER. ALMIAMA 
STEVEN C. LAnDURETTE. OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

ClERK AND STAFF DIFIECTOR 
BEIIERL Y PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
12021 225-2711 

In accordance with the provisions of Section 202(b ), Public Law 601, ?fJh Congress (codified at 
2 U.S. C. §72 a (b)), this Staff has been directed by the Committee on Appropriations to make an 
inquiry of the Department of Defense to determine if the Antide:ficiency Act was violated when it 
requested funds within the Army. 

Please designate an appropriate point of contact to arrange for obtaining the data pertinent to this 
inquiry and notify my office by telephone within five business days of the receipt of this letter. If 
there are any questions regarding this matter, I can be contacted on (202) 225-3881. 

-

cc- Comptroller of the Department ofDefense 
cc - Secretary of the Army 

Sincerely yoUrs, -

Dcwli t~tt: {~g~ 
David M. Pomerantz 
Director 
Swveys and Investigations Staff 
House Committee on Appropriations 



IKE SKELTON, MISSOURI, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN SPRATT, SOUTH CAROLINA 
SOLOMON P. ORTIZ, T£)(.6.5 
GENE TAYLOR, MISSISSIPPI 
NEll ABERCROMBIE, HAWAII 
MARTY MEEHAN, MASSACHUSETTS 
SILVES~E REVES, TV<AS 
VIC $111YDER, ARKANSAS 
ADAM SMITI-i, WASHINGTON 
LORETTA SANCHEZ. CALIFORNIA 
MIKE MciNTYM, NORTH CAROLINA 
ELLEN 0. TAUSCHER, C-'LJFOANIA 
ROBERT A BRADY, PENNSYLVANIA 
ROBERT ANDFIEWS, NEW JERSEY 
SUSAN A. DAVIS, CALIFOftNlA 
RICK LARSEN. WASHINGTON 

HOUSE COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

Ut.~. l$oufit of l\tprtfientatibts 
~ingto~ JB(: 20515-6035 

JIM COOPER, TENNESSEE 
JIM MARSHA~, GEORGIA 
MADELEINE 2. BORDALLO. GUAM 
MARK E. UDALL COLORADO 
CAN BOREN, OKLAHOMA 
BRAD ELLSWORTH, INDIANA 
NANCY BOYDII. KANSAS 
PATRICKJ. MURPHY, PENNSYLVANIA 
HANK JOHNSON, GEORGIA 
CAROL SHEA·f"OfiTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
JOE COURTNEY, CONNECTICUT 
~VIO LOE6SACK.IOWA 
K~TEN E. GIWBRAND, NEW YORK 
JOE SESTAK, PENNSYLVANIA 
ClAIIAIELLE GIFFORD$, ARIZONA 
EWAH E. CUMMINGS. MARVLAN0 
KENDRICK B. MeEK, FLORIDA 
KATHV CASTOA, FLORIDA 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ONE HUNDRED TENTH CONGRESS 

March 25, 2009 

PUNCAN ttJNTEFL CAUFOINA 
JIM SAXTDI't. NEW J~SEY 
JOHN M. MoHVGH, NEW YORK 
TERRY EVERETT, ALAEIAIAA 
ROSCOE G. BARTLETT. MARYlAND 
HOWAIIl P. "BUCI<" McKEON, CALIFORNIA 
MAC THORNBERRY, TEXAS 
WALTER ll JONES, NORTH CAROLINA 
ROBIN HAYES, NOftllt CAROLNA 
KEN CALVERT, CAI.J'ORNIA 
JOANN DAVIS. VIRGINIA 
W. TODD AKIN, MISSOURI 
J, FIANDY FORBES, VIAGINIA 
JEFf MILI.fR. FLORIDA 
JOE WILSON, SOU'I>I CA~OUNA 
FRANK A. LoiiiONDO, foEti JERSEY 
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA 
ROB BISHOP, UTAH 
MICHAEL TUJINER, OliO 
JOHN KUNE, MINNESOTA 
CANDICE S. MIUEII, MICHIGAN 
PHIL GINGII1Y, GEORGIA 
MIKE ROGERS. ALABAMA 
TRENT FRANKS, ARIZONA 
THElMA DRAKE. VIRGINIA 
CA'THY McMORRIS RODGERS. WASIINGTON 
K. MICHAEL CONAWAY, TEXAS 
GEOFF DAVIS.IWNTUCKY 

ERIN C. CONATON, STAFF DIRECTOR 

You are invited to designate a witness or witnesses to testify before tlle House Armed 
Services Committee on Measuring Value and Efficiency: How to Assess the Performance of the 
Defense Acquisition System on Wednesday, Aprill, 2009 at 7:30AM in rodm 2212 Rayburn 
House Office Building. . 1 

I 
I 

Committee Rule 13 provides that witness statements must be deliv¢r~ to the committee 
at least 48 hours in advance of the hearing to facilitate distribution to the merttbers. Therefore, it 
is requested that 120 copies of your prepared statement be delivered to room ~ 120 Rayburn 
House Office Building by the morning of Monday, March 30, 2009. In addition, consistent with 
the House rules requirement to make materials from hearings electronically aivailable to the 
general public, Committee Rule 13 requires that witness statements be provi4ed to the committee 
in electronic form. This request may be satisfied by a transmittal via e-mail tb Alicia Haley at 
alicia.haley@mail.house.gov. 

I appreciate your willingness to designate a witness or witnesses toi'a~pear before the 
committee and look forward to your department's testimony. Should you have any questions, 
please contact Andrew Hunter on the committee staff at (202) 225-6703 or a~ 
Andrew .Hunter@mail.house.gov. 

IS:cd 

Very truly yours, 

ROBERT ANDREWS 
Chairman 

I I 

I 



IKE SlELTON, MISSOURI, CHAIRMAN 
JOliN SPRATT. SOUTH CAROLINA 
SOLOMON P. ORTIZ. TEXAS 
GENE TAYLOR, MISSISSIPPI 
NtiL A8ERCROio4BIE. HAWAII 
SILVE.SlJIE REVES, TEXAS 
VIC SNYDER, ARKANSAS 
!,OAM SMITH. WASHINGTON 
LORETIA SANCHEZ, CAt.IFOftNIA 
MIICE MciNTYRE, NORTH CAROLINA 
ELLEN 0. TAUSCHER, CAUFORNIA 
ROBERT A. BRADV, PENNSYLVANIA 
ROBERT ANDREWS. NEW JERSEY 
SUSAN A. DAVIS. CALIFORN"' 
JAMES R. LANGEVIN, RHODE ISLAND 
RlCK LARSEN, WASHINGTON 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

&.~. -oue of B.tpregentaUbtS 
ataibington, Ia~ 20515-6035 

JIM COOPER. TENNESSEE 
JIM MARSHALL, fiEORGtA 
MAOELEINE Z- BOAOALLO, GUAM 
BRAD EULSWQRTH, INDIANA 
PATRICK J. MURPHY, PENNSYLVANIA 
HANK JOt.INSON, GEORGIA 
CAROL SHEA-PORTER. NEW HAMPSHIRE 
JOE COURTNEY. CONNECTICUT 
DAVID IOEBSACK. IOWA 
Joe SESTAK. PENNSYLVANIA 
GABRIELLE GIFFORDS, ARIZONA 
NIKI TSONGAS, MASSAD-IUSIETTS 
CllENN NYE. VIRGINir. 
""ELLIE PINGREE. MAINE 
LARRY KISSEl..l., NORTH CAROUNA 
MARTIN HEINRICH. NEW MEXICO 
FRANK Ill. KAATOVIL. Jlt, MARYLAND 
ERIC J.J. MASSA, NEW YOFIK 
BOB6Y BRIGHT. ALABAMA 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

March 26, 2009 

JOHN M. McHUGH. NEW YORK 
ROSCOE G. BARlLETT. MAAVLAND 
HOWARD P. "BUCK• MeKEON, CAUFORMA 
MAC THORNBERRY. TEXAS 
WALTER a JONES. NORTH CAROLINA 
w. TODD AKINI MISSOURI 
J. RANDY FORBES. VIRGINIA 
JEFF MILLER. R.ORDA 
JOE WLSON, SOUTH CARCUNA 
FRANK A. Lo~ONDO, NEW JEIISEV 
ROB BISHOP, UTAH 
MICHAEL TUIINER. OHIO 
JOHN KLINE, MINNESOTA 
MIKE ROGERS. ALABAMA 
TRENT FRANKS, ARIZONA 
BA.L SHUSlER. PENNSYLVANIA 
CATHY McMORRIS RODGeRS, WASHINGTON 
K. MICHAEL CONr.WAY, lEXAS 
DOUO LAMBORN, COLOIIIIDO 
R08 WITTMAN, VIRGINIA 
MAAY FALUN, OKLAHOMA 
DUNCAN HUNTER. t:ALIFORNIA 
JOHN C. R.EMIN(l,LOUISIANA 
MIKE COFFMAN. COLORADO 
lHOMAS J. ROONEY# FLORIDA 

ERIN C. CONATON, STAFf DIRECTOR 

Since the Eisenhower Administration, it has been the policy of the gpvemment that it 
should not compete with its citizens. That policy is outlined in the Office ofManagement and 
Budget Circular A-76, which governs all public-private competitions to potentially outsource 
work to the private sector. Originally, the A-76 process was intended to be used as a tool to 
determine the most competitive and efficient source for performing "comma:raial" work - either 
in the public or private sector. However, it became almost a mandate in recent years for pushing 
more and more work into the private sector, even work that is closely associated with inherently 
govenunental functions, in order to meet arbitrary competition goals. 

The House Armed Services Committee has taken several steps to mitigate the undue 
burdens on the Department of Defense. In response to a congressional mandate, the Department 
of Defense Inspector General reviewed the military services' A-76 program~. :In its interim 
report (April 22, 2008) the DOD Inspector General noted that: 

• The Army is undergoing many efforts that impact competitive sourcing 
planning, such as Base Realignment and closure, growing the Army, and the 
war. 

• The Air Force feels ''pressure in the budget to conduct" privatization studies. 
These findings were reaffirmed in the final report of December 15, 2008. 

Furthermore, The Fiscal Year 2009 Omnibus Appropriations Act includes a one year 
govemment~wide moratorium (section 737) on beginning or announcing any A-76 studies. 

Many of the Department's A-76 studies have dragged on far beyond the time limits 
authorized in the 2003 revised Circular A-76, as well as those imposed by s1atute. This creates 
an unfair strain on the federal employees whose jobs are being competed, as well as the 
contractors who have submitted bids for the work. In many cases, an individual service has 
requested a cancellation - either because the installation is seeking an alternative approach or 
because the original study was not appropriate """" only to be denied by the Department. 



Secretary Gates 
March 26, 2009 
Page2 

We are aware that the Deputy Undersecretary ofDefense (Installations and Environment) 
in a letter to many members of Congress, reaffirmed the competitive sourcing policy that was set 
in place by the 2001 President's Management Agenda; this is the same official who advocated so 
strongly for competitive sourcing within the Department during the Bush Administration. 

In light of the President's memo (dated March 4, 2009), as well as concerns raised by the 
military services, we urge you to immediately halt any pending A-76 studies as well as the 
initiation or announcement of any A-76 study, and to rescind the 2008 competitive sourcing 
policy memo. This will allow the Administration and Congress time to conduct a comprehensive 
review of the Department's A-76 program and to determine the best course for moving forward 
with a sound competitive sourcing policy. 

We request a prompt response to this letter. 

Sincerely, 

House Armed Services Committee 

IS: cg 

~~OrlL~ 
SOWMON P. ORTIZ 
Chairman 
Readi~ess Subcommittee 

I • 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

March 18, 2009 

This letter will authorize Ms. Jennifer Stewart, Senior Policy Advisor to the 
Republican Leader, to travel with Senate Codel Kyl to Israel, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and 
Turkey during the approximate period of April4-13, 2009. The purpose of the trip is to 
address issues of terrorism, defense, and national security. 

It would be appreciated if the Department ofDefense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Navy escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of 
funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

n-rv~ 
NANCY PELOSI 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentati ves 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P. MURTHA. PENNSYLVANIA 
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHit.IGTON 
ALAN B. MOlLOHAN, WEST VAGINIA 
...... CY KAPTUR, OHIO 
PETER J. YISCLOSI(Y.INDIAt.IA 
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CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS 
PATRICK J. KENNI'DY, fii<ODE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
LUCILLE ROY8Al.-AUARD, CAUFDFINIA 
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L JACKSON, JR .. ILUNOIS 
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOVll, FLORIDA 
CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. FIOTHUAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD 0. BISHOP. JR .• GEORGIA 
MARKlN BERRY, ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE. CALFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF. CALIFORNIA 
MICIIAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLLUM. MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN. OHIO 
C.A. "DUTCH" RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND 
BEN CHANDLER. KENTUCI(Y 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN 5CHUllZ, FlORIDA 
CIRO ROORII>UE2, TEXAS 
LINODLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR. COLORADO 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Secretary; 

!\ou.s£ of Rtprtsmtatiots 
~mmittte on 2lpproprtations 
'll)[)ashington, Ba:: 20515-6015 

March 19, 2009 

JEIIflY LEWIS, CAUFOfiNIA 
C. W. BilL VOUt.IG, FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS. KENTUCKY 
FRANK R. WQLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON. GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FRELINGHIMIEN, NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAHHT, KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, 'Oft/A 
ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, AlABAMA 
JO ANN EMERSON. MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER. TEXAS 
MICHAEL IC. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CUL8ERSON. TEXAS 
MAliK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHB!iRG, MONT-'NA, 
JOHN ft. CARTER. TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEXANDER. LOUISIAr-..A 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
JO BONNER. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE. OklAHOMA 

CLERIC AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
BE~ERLV PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
12021 225-277l 

. Authorization is hereby granted to Representative Ken Calvert and Ms. Jennifer 
Miller •. Mr. Jeff Shockey and Mr. Tom McLemore, professional staff members of the 
Comrmttee on Appropriations, to travel on official business to Stuttgart, Wiesbaden and 
Frnr.Y.fur., Germany and Vienn~ Austria during the approximate time period of April 4-
10,2009. The purpose of this trip is to review matters relating to classified programs and 
counter-terrorism operations and activities. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall 
be paid from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under 
authority 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

It will be apPreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in 
making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted 
via commercial transportation. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Chainnan 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

March 24, 2009 

This letter will authorize Dr. Kay King, Director of the Office of 
Interparliamentary Affairs, to join the Committee on Foreign Affairs Codel Berman to 
India, Pakistan, Cyprus, and Italy during the approximate period of Aprill3-21, 2009. 
The pwpose of the trip is to engage dialogue with Pakistani and Indian officials regarding 
counter-terrorism, foreign assistance, and nuclear cooperation. 

It would be appreciated ifthe Department of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Air Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

Thank you in advance foryo\rrprompt.attention to this matter . 
. 

Sincerely, 

,Cb.:L~ 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 
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PET£R J. VISCLOSKV, INDIANA 
NITA M. LOWEV, NEW YORK 
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[Ongrrss of thr tinitcd ~tatcs 
JOHN 'fY. OLVER. MASS~USETTS 
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DAVID E. Pille£, NORTH CAROUNA 
CHET EDWARDS. TEXAS 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHOD£ ISLAND 
MAURICC D. HINCHI:Y, NEW YORK 
LUOLL.E ROYSAL-ALI..ARD, CAUfoOANIA 
SAlol FAAR, CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L. JACKSON, J~., ILUNOIS 
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYD. FLORIDA 
CHAKA FATTAH. PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NE.W JERSEY 
SANFORD 0. BISHOP. JR., GEORGIA 
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA 
A0AM SCHIFf=, CA.UFOA:NIA 
MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA 
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TIM RYAN, OHIO 
C.A. 'DUTCH" RUPPERSSERGER, MARYLAND 
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. flORIDA 
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LINCOLN OAVIS, TENNESSEE 
JOHN T SALAlAFI. COlORADO 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

!1\ousc of 'Rtprcsrntatiot.s 
~mmittcc on appropriations 
i!Dashington, 19(1: 20515-6015 

March 24, 2009 

JERRY UEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BIUL YOUNG. FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROGER&, KENTUCKY 
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN. NEW JERSEY 
TODO TWIRT. KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, laNA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA 
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSO\JRI 
KAY GRANGER, TElCAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBI'RSON. TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIIK, LUNOlS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG. MONT ... NA 
JOHN R. CAATER, TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANDER. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT. CALIFORNIA 
JO BONi\ER. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
j20ll22&-2771 

Authorization is hereby granted to Christopher White and Linda Pagelsen, staff members 
of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel during th~ approximate time period of March 31 -
April I, 2009, to Willow Grove, Pellllsy~vania. The purpose of this trip is to conduct intelligence 
oversight on classified programs. 

Per diem expenses of not to exceed $109 per day, or the rate specified for High Cost 
Geographical Areas, whichever is higher, plus transportation and other authorized costs, shall be 
paid from appropriations available under Public Law 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 11 08(g)) for 
examination of estimates in the field. 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via 
automobile. 

Sincerely, 

Chainnan 

IIIII 
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• longrtli of tbt Onfteb $States 
l(touse of 1\epte-entatibtJ 
a.tlington. 18( 205\5 

The Honorable Robert C. Gates 
Sect'Ctary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

March 30, 2009 

The Honorable Brie K. Shinseki 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
810 Vermont Ave NW 
Washington, DC 20420 

bear Secretary Gates and Secretary Shinseki: 

The establishment of a Vision Center of Excellence (VCB) for the prevention, diagnosis, 
mitigation. treatment. and rehabilitation ofmiliwy eye injuries was authorized by the 
FY2008 National Defense Autholization Act (NDAA) (PLl 00-131 Section 1623). This 
legislation established the VCE as a joint Department of Defense (DoD) and Department 
of Veterans Affairs r-; A) program to improve the care of American military personnel 
and veterans affected by combat eye trawna and to aid those suffering from vision loss 
and. vision anomalies. 

Despite the legislative mandate, ~urea.ucratic problems have hindered any significant 
progress toward tht establishment of the VCE. A Director for the VCE. Colonel Donald 
Gagliano, and a VA Deputy Di.J:ector ofVCE, Dr. Claude Cowan. were belatedly 
appointed as recently as November 2008. Cun"Cndy, these two officials are working with 
virtually no office space. few resources. limited staffing, no organizational charter, and 
inadequate funding. 

According to the initial DoDN A estimates, approximately $5 million is needed to 
establish the VCE. According to Mateb 17, 2009 testimony to the HOuse Veterans 
Affairs Subcommittee ~ Oversight and Investigations. only $3 million had been 
identified by DoD for the VCE in FY2009. To date, only $7,000 has been spent on the 
VCE by DoD since November 2008. 

There is an ever increasing prevalence of combat eye trauma and "TBI visual dysfUnction 
among service ~embers, as well as increasing numbers of battle wounded who have 
.Penetrating direct eye tl"aUma and/or TBI-related visual complications. Review of DoD 
medical diagnostie repo11S demonstrates that approximately 4l970 Operation Iraqi . 
Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom servicememba-s were diagnosed with direct 
eye injuxies between September 2001 and October 2008. Data from the Defense 
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Veterans Brain Injury Center estimates that 70% of all TBI wounded scrvicemembcrs 
screened at Walter Reed Army Medical Center reported visual complain~. 

. . 
The prompt implement'ation of the VCE would allow our visually impaired wounded 
warriors to receive coo1·dinated specialized treatment and rehabilitation specifically · 
tailored to traumatic injury to the eye and visual neirvoqs sy~. We therefore 
respectfully request that both DoD and VA address thi! as a priority issue as soon as 
possible. 

This requires a concenn'8.ted effort by the DoD and VA to got the VCE on track. Most 
immediately, the DoD and VA must provide the $S million in funding for the remainder 
ofFY2009. Purthennore, the DoD and VA must oversee approval oftbe orgamzanonal 
structure and charter for the VCB •nd provide the appropriate sta.ffin& joint office space, 
and resources to begin full implementation ofVCE operations. 

. ' 

The establishment of the VCE is an unparalleled opportunity to dramatieally improy.e eye 
care· services for ow· nation •s s:crvicemcmbers and veterans. Thank you for your attention 
to this important matter. We look forward to working with. you in the tbturc in support of 
our wounded servicemembers and veterans. · 

Sincerely, _ 

!Wry'&ct ~ y.¢4rR 
Member of Congress 

~ ·~· 
MemberofC~§ Member of Cong~.-es:s 

. ' 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P. MURTHA,. PENNSYLVANIA 
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON 
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA 
MARCY I<APTUR, OHIO 
PETER J VISCLOSKY, I~OIANA 
NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK 
JOSE E. SE,.,.ANO, NEW YORK 
ROSA L. C.LAURO. CONNEC11CUT 
JAMES P. MORAN. VIRGINIA 
JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETIS 
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CAROLINA 
CHET EDWARDS, TUAS 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICE 0. HINCHEY. NEW VOR~ 
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALL.ARD, CALIFOftNIA 
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L. JACKSON. JR.,IUINOIS 
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
AlLEN BOVO. FLORIDA 
CHAKA FATIAH. PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN A.. FIOTHMAN, NeW JERSEY 
SANFORD D BISHOP. JR .. GECAGIA 
MARION 9ERRY. ARICA.NSAS 
SAFtSA.RA LEE, CAUFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF. CAliFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA. CALIFORNIA 
BEnY MCCOLLUM, MINNESCTA 
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YOAK 
TIM RYAN. OHIO 
C.A. •oUTCH~ RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND 
BEN CHANDLER. KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. FLORIDA 
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UNCOLN DAVIS, TENNeSSEE 
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Q:ongrrss of thr llnitcd ~tatts 
i!Unsr of 'Reprtsmtatiors 

<rommittu on S!pproprtations 
iftlashington, 19~ 205J5-6015 

March 25, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

JERRY lEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. W. Bl.L YOUNG. FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY 
FIIMIK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN. NEW JE~SEV 
TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS 
ZACH WAUP. TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM. IOWA 
mlBERT B. ADERHOLT, AlABAMA 
JO ANN EMERSON. MISSOUIU 
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON. IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON. TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIRK, IWNOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS A. REHBERG. MONTANA 
JCHN R. CARTER. TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
JC BONNER. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C LATOURETTE, OHIO 
TOM COUE, OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOFI 

BEVERL 'f PHETO 

TEUEPHONE: 
(20Z) 22ti-2171 

Authorization is hereby granted to Representative Steve Israel, member of the 
Committee on Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period of Apri16, 

--- 2009 to Fort Bragg, 'North Carolina. The- purpose of this trip is to meet with Fort Bragg 
leadership to discuss wounded warrior care, suicide prevention, and mental health care. 

Per diem expenses of not to exceed $109.00 per day, or the rate specified for High 
Cost Geographical Areas, whichever is higher. plus transportation and other authorized 
costs, shall be paid from appropriations available under Public Law 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 
11 08(g)) for examination of appropriations estimates in the field. 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in 
making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted 
via commercial and/or military aircraft. 

Sincerely, 

~gu, 
Chairman 
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ALAN B. 1\AOI.LOHAN, WESTVIIIGINIA 
MARCY I<JoPTUR, OtiiO 
PETER J. VISCLOS~Y. INDIANA 
NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK 
Jost E. SERRANO, NEW YORK 
ROSA L. DELAURO, CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MORAN, VIIIGINIA ~ngrrss of tht tinittd ~tatrs 
JOHN W. OL VEA, MASSACHUSf:TTS 
EO PASTOR, ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CAROUNA 
CHET EDWAll OS. TEXAS 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICE 0. HINCHEY. NEW YORK 
LUCILLE ROVBAL·ALLARO. CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARR, CALFOANIA 
JESS£ l. JACKSOt.l. JR. ILLINOIS 
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOVO, FLORIDA 
CHAKA FATIAH. PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN. NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR., GEORGIA 
MARION BERRY. ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA 
MICHIIEL HONDA. CAUFORNIA 
BETTY McOCLLUM. MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISfiAE.L, NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN. OHIO 
C.A. 'DUTCH" ftVfiPEAiSBERGER. MARYLAND 
REN CHANDLER, KENTUC[V 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. FLORIDA 
CIRO RODRIGUEZ. TEXAS 
UNCOLN DAVIS, ~NNESSEE 
JOliN T. SALAZAR. COLORAOO 

Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

iR.onsr: of 'Rrprr:smtatior.s 
ctnmmitttt on 2lpproprtations 
iOJashington, BQ: 20515-6015 

March 25, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS, CAUFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA 
HAIIOLD ROGERS. KENTUCI<V 
FRANK A. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
ROONEY P. FRELINClHUYSEN,I\EW JERSEY 
TODD TW11'il, KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM. IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOLT. AlABAMA 
JOANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER. TEXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMI'SON. IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEV CULBERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN ICIRK.ILLINDIS 
ANDER CREN~AW. FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBEI!G. MONT.At<A 
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS 
IIClDNEY ALEXANilER, LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVfRT, CAUFORNIA 
JO BONNER, ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. 1J. TOURETIE, 01110 
TOM OCLE, OICLAHOMA 

CLERKANOSTAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
(202) 225-W1 

Reference is made to my letter dated March 11,2009, granting authorization to the 
Honorable Ed Pastor and other Members of the Committee on Appropriations to travel to Brazil 
Ot.l April 3 -I 0, 2009. 

The purpose of this addendwn letter is to authorize spouses to accompany Members for 
reasons of protocol at no additional expense to the govenunent. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Chairman 
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DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, ClwFNAN 
JOHN P. MUATHA,. PENNSVLVANlA 
NORMAN D. OICKS. WASHINGTON 
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, W'ST VIRGINIA 
MARCY I(I.I'TIJII. OHIO 
PETfR J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA 
NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK 
JOS~ E. SERRANO. NEW YORK 
ROSA L D<lAURO. CO'INECTICUT 
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA 

(!ongrcr;s of thr tinitnl ~tatts 
JOHN W. OLVER. MASSACHUSETTS 
ED PASTCII, ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CAAOUNA 
CHEl EDWARDS. TEXAS 
PATRICK. J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HI'ICHEV, NEW YORK 
LUClllE ROYBAL-ALLARD. CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA 
JESSE l. JACKSON, JR., IlliNOIS 
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGA'I 
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA 
CHAKA FATIAH, PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. GEOfKliA 
MAAION BERRY, ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA 
AOAU SDftFF, CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLLUM. MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN, OHIO 
CA 'DUTCH" ftUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND 
BEN CHANDLE!I, KENTUCKY 
OEBBE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. FLORIDA 
CIAO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS 
LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SAl.AlAA, COLORADO 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

iA.ousr of 1Rrprrsmmtiors 
ctommittu on 5!pproprtations 
Washington, Bli 20515-6015 

March 26, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS, CAUFOANIA 
C. W. BILL V(JLJNG, FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS. Kl:NTUCKY 
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON. GEORGIA 
ROONEY P. FftELINGHUYSEN. NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAIIRT. KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM. IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA 

. JOANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER. TEXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIRI(.IUINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER. TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT. CAUFDRNIA 
JO BONNER. ALABAIIOA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
(202! 225-27n 

I make reference to my letter dated March 5, 2009, authorizing a delegation led by 
the Honorable Nita Lowey, to travel to Egypt, Jordan, Israel, and Ireland during the 
approximate time period of Aprill3-l9m, 2009. 

The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize the Honomble Steven 
Rothman, a Member of the Committee, as well as Nisha Desai-Biswal, Anne Marie 
Chotvacs, Kirstin Brost, and Alex Gillen, staff on the Committee, to travel with the 
delegation. 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in 
making necessary arrangements for this travel. The travel may be conducted via 
commercial and military aircraft. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

r-J=·~ 
David R. Obey 
Chairman 
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VIA FACSIMILE- 703-695-U19 
The H9norable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
VVasb~n,tH8 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6100 

March 31, 2009 

Authorization is b~by granted to thci Honorable Mazie K. Hirano to travel on a Congressional Delegation 
(CODEL) issued by the Committee on Foreign Affairs, led by Congressman Russ Carnahan to Egypt. 
Ethiopia, Cyprus and Lebanon on April 2-11, 2009. The purpose of the trip is to participate in 1he Inter­
Parliamentary Union's (lPU) i201h session in Addis Ababa, E1hiopia. The IPU's work focusing on human 
rights including ILO labor rights for organizing and collective bargaining and women • s iss110s ·including 
non-discrimination in employment and equal work. And the IPU mobilizes parliamentary action on a wide 
range of global issues, including 1llV I AIDS, migration, and development cooperation. 

It is requested that the Department of Defense to furnish such assistance, including transportation, as may be 
required to facilitate this trip. The expenditure of funds for payment and actual expenses and transportation is 
authorized pursuant to Title 31 U .S.C. 11 OS(g). Travel will be conducted by military and/or commercial aircraft up 
to business class, including foreign flag carriers when U.S. carriers are not available. The CODEL requests the 
U.S. Air Force liaison support to this Delegation. 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact David Beraka, Foreign Affairs Committee, at 202-
226-3328. Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

GM:ejh 
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QCongrti.U of tbt •nittb ~tate~ 
1lllait.Jington, J)( 20515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-4000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

March 23, 2009 

We strongly support moving forward with a pending rule addressing TRICARE reimbursement 
rates to hospitals serving military servicemen and women in rural areas, and we encourage the 
Department of Defense to once again take up consideration of this matter as soon as possible. 

We have a strong interest in niaintaining access to the highest quality health care for active military 
personnel, vete.rans, and their dependants. This is especially imporu.nt for those who require access 
to cate in rural areas. While TRICARE payment policies generally follow Medicare payment 
formulas, TRICARE reimbursements to Medicare Critical Access Hospitals (CAHs) have been 
historically lower than those of Medicare and Medicaid, in some cases nearly 20 percent lower. 
Critical Access Hospitals serve rural areas across the country, and this payment disparity is hindering 
their ability to continue providing care to their patients. 

A 2008 draft rule promulgated by the Department of Defense would increase TRICARE 
reimbursements to CAHs so that they are on par with current Medicare reimbursement rates. This · 
chan~ would bring relief to all Critical Access Hospitals, and pa:rticrularly those that serve a large 
numhet of military personnel, veterans and their dependents. Maintaining access to care in mtal 
areas is of critical importance at a time when our setvicemembets are returning home from Iraq and 
Afghanistan. We also note, however, that th.e rule omits !leVeral critical aspects of Medicare's 
reimbursement policy fot CAHs. We urge the Department of Defense to adopt Medicare's exact 
methodology for determining CAH reimbW'Sement for inpatient and outpatient care, including an 
exemption from the ''lesser of costs or charges" principle and mechanisms to provide interim 
payments and cost settlement. 

The Critical Access Hospitals ·Proposed Rule on ReimbUrsement was published in the Federal 
Register (Volume 73, Number 87) on May 5, 2008. and the public comment period closed on June 4, 
2008, It is our understanding that the Depart:meitt of Defense finalized the rule and sent it to Office 
of Management and Budget in October, but that no further action has been taken. In a 
memorandum issued by White House Chief of Staff Rahm Emanuel on January 20, 2009, the heads 
of &ecutive departments and agencies were instructed that 

"no proposed or final regulation should be sent to the Office of the Felll!lal Register (the 
"OFR'? for publication unless and until .it has been reviewed and approved by a department 

PftiNTmON RECYCLED PAPER 



or agency head appointed or designated by the President after noon on January 20, 2009, or 
in the case of the Department of Defense, the Secretary of Defense!' 

We recognize that the new Administration has an interest in reviewing those proposed regulations 
currendy under consideration. However, we believe publishing the final Critical Access Hospitals 
Rule on Reimbursement, with the critical modifications described above, is important to ensuring 
the health of rural Americans. We ask the Departm.ent of Defense to act expeditiously to move this 
rule fotward. 

We appreciate your consideration of this request. 

Mike Simpson 
Member of Congress 

W:monWJ-
Member of Congress 

.\;!.~ 
Rich Boucher 
Member of Congress 

t!/_~~~ 
Marion Berry 
Member of Congress 

Sincerely, 

tt-1~ .. , 
Rick Larsen 
Member of Congress 

Don Young 
Member of Congress 

£A;;..!)~ 
Member of Congress 

Member of Congress 



~~~~ 
Member of Congress 

~ti 
NottnDicks 
Member of Congress 

Jerry Moran 
Member of Congress 

~l/k-
Member of Congtess 

Leonard Boswell 
Member of Congress 

cc: The HonorableS. Ward Casscells, M.D., Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs 



otongress of tbe 'llnittb 6tatts 
J)ou•.e of !Upr.e•.entatibes 

Rlasbington, J)~ 20515 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

March 23, 2009 

We are greatly concerned by reports that the Airborne Laser (ABL) program is facing 
severe budget cuts or even tennination in the Fiscal Year 2010 Budget proposal. The 
ABL is America's premier directed energy effort and represents not only a tremendous 
potential for our nation's warfighters, but also for maintaining America's technological 
edge. It is critical to the future of our national security capabilities. For these reasons, 
we urgently request the ABL remain a robustly funded program. 

According to the Missile Defense Agency, the ABL provides a unique capability "to 
detect, track, target, and destroy ballistic missiles shortly after launch during the boost­
phase. Its revolutionary use of directed energy makes it unique among the United States· 
airborne weapon systems. with a potential to attack multiple targets at the speed of light 
with a range ofhundreds of kilometers." 

Our military warfighters agree that the ABL is essential for addressing many of the 
challenges facing our nation. General B.B. Bell, the former Commander of the United 
States Forces Korea, wrote in 2007, " ... from a warfighter's perspective, the ABL will be 
an important ingredient in our much needed and required layered missile defense 
capability for the Korean Peninsula. " This is a let:itimate capability our nation needs. 

As you know, the Airborne Laser began during the Clinton administration in the face of 
an increasing ballistic missile threat. Since that time, the proliferation of ballistic 
missiles has only grown. Today, outside ofRussia, China and our Western allies, there 
are 3,000 ballistic missiles around the world. That number is continuing to grow every 
year. As threats proliferate around the globe, the relevance and importance of the ABL as 
the nation's only fully designed boost-phase missile defense system will continue to 
increase. 



The ABL is perfotming well and is scheduled to shoot down a· boosting ballistic missile 
by the end of the year. Should the ABL be severely under-funded or canceled, the 
promise of speed-of-light and extreme precision in the hands of the warfighter will 
disappear, as will the fragile industrial base that supports it. In short, we will have 
wasted the resources that have been well invested since the Clinton administration. 

Again, we respectfully .request your support for the Airborne Laser program. 

Norm Dicks 
Member of Congress 

v. cJ'i'~ 
Todd Akin 

Member of Congress 

Sincerely, 

~~In'~ 
Kevin McCarthy 

Member of Congress 

~r~ 
Todd Tiahrt 

Member of Congress 

Member of Congress 

lint? ~~~ BU&Meieon 
Member of Congress 
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HOUSE C0l\1MITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
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JIM CDOPER. TENNESSEE 
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The Honorable Barack Obama 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

March 31, 2009 

JOl-IN M McHUGH, N£W YORK 
AOSCOE G BAFITI.ETl. MAR'ttAND 
HOWARO P. "BUCK .. McKEON. CALIFORNIA 
MAC THORNBERif>', TEXAS 
WALTEf; B. JONES. NORTH CAROLNA 
W. TOCD AKIN, MISSOURI 
J 1\ANOV FOAaES, VIRGINIA 
JEFI' MILLER. FU)RIOA 
JOE WILSON. SOUTH CAROLINA 
FRANK A loSIONOO. NEW JERSeY 
ROB BISHOP. VTAH 
MICH<IEL lURNER, OHIO 
JOHN KUNE. MINI\ESOTA 
MIKE ROGERS, ALA8AMA 
TRENT FRANKS. ARIZONA 
BILL. SHUSTER. PEI'INSYLVAN1A 
CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS, WASHINGTON 
K. MICHAEL CON,. WAY. U:XAS 
DOUG LAMBORN, OOUOFIIIDO 
"08 WIT"FMAN, VIRGINIA 
MARY FALUN, OKlAHOMA 
DUNCAN HUN1ER, CALIFORNIA 
JOHN C. FLEMING. LOUISIANA 
MIKE COFfMAN. COLORADO 
THOMAS J. ROON!Y, FLORIDA 

EFIIN C. CONATON. STAFF DIRECTOR 

As you are aware, recent news reports suggest that North Korea is imminently close to launching 
a long-range Taepodong ballistic missile that could reach the United States. The commander ofU.S. 
forces in the Pacific recently testified before our committee, .. We're ready to defend U.S. territory, our 
allies and our national interests if the president so directs." However, it remains unclear whether the 
administration has made any decision, based upon conunents made by your Secretary of Defense this 
weekend where he said the administration is, "not prepared to do anything about it." We respectfully 
encourage you to authorize our military commanders to employ our nation's missile defense system, 
should the United States or our allies be put at risk. 

These reports suggest, and senior officials within your administration have confirmed, that North 
Korea is loading a Taepodong rocket on its east coast launch pad. How~;:Ver, there is a great deal of 
uncertainty as to the purpose of this laWlch. Last week, the Director of National Intelligence said, 
"they're trying to use the rationale of a legitimate space launch for a missile, which is in its foundation a 
military missile." Adding to this uncertainty, three of our nation's top military commanders recently 
testified before our colleagues in the Senate that they couldn't be sure whether North Korea plans to 
launch a conununications satellite or test an Offensive missile. · 

The uncertainty surrounding this imminent launch is deeply disturbing considering the 
Taepodong missile has the potential range to strike Okinawa, Guam, Alaska, and Hawaii. Equally 
disturbing are reports that North Korea's progress in ballistic missile technology is benefiting Iran, as 
demonstrated in Tehran's recent satellite launch last month. The only certain issue is that North Korea 
continues to engage in missile proliferation. Furthermore, any such launch would explicitly violate 
United Nations sanctions and pose a provocative and destabilizing threat to the region and the American 
people. 

While we support diplomatic efforts by your administration to prevent such a launch from 
occurring, we also believe prudent steps can be taken to make use of our missile defense capabilities 
should the United States or our allies be put at risk. Our nation's top military generals recently testified 
before Congress that they believe our missile defense system is "effective" and has a .. high probability" 
of intercepting an incoming missile if they were commanded to do so. 

IIIII I 



President Obama 
March 31, 2009 
Page2 

At present, our global. integrated missile defense system consists of satellites, radar tracking 
sensors, ground-based interceptors in Alaska and California, J\egis missile defense ships, and Patriot 
batteries. We have worked closely with our Japanese and South Korean allies to leverage our respective 
missile defense capabilities for the joint protection of our countries and deployed forces. The military, 
commander responsible for the defense of our ,homeland recently said, "If we felt the North Koreans were 
going to shoot a ballistic missile at us today, I am comfortable that we would have an effective system 
that would meet that need." The military commander responsible for defending our forward-deployed 
forces and allies in the Pacific said we have an .. effective ballistic missile-defense system.,. 

Recent reports suggest that Japan has authorized its military to shoot down any debris from the 
North Korean rocket that might fall towlll"d its territory. Given the confidence our military commanders 
have expressed in our missile defense system, we respectfully encourage you to make a similar decision. 
We also ask for your response as to what plans and preparatory measures your administration is taking 
should the North Korean rocket endanier the United States or our allies. 

Mr. President, we appreciate your attention to this serious matter. Our nation is faced with a 
challenging set of circumstances and we believe that by leveraging all tools of national power we can 
increase the safety and security of the American people and our allies. 

Jo ~!!;;~¥ 
Ranking Member 

cc: Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates / 
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton 
Admiral Michael Mullen 

Sincerely, 

Michael Turner 
Member of Congress 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

!tousr or 'RQlrtstntatlors 
[Ommittet on appropriations 
{l)ashington, Bet 205l5-60J5 

April 1 , 2009 

JeRRY LEWIS, CAUFORNIA 
C. W. BIU YOUNG. FlORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS. KENTUCKY 
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON. GoORGIA 
ROONeY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAHIIT. IV<NSAS 
ZACH WAMP. TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM. IOWA 
ROEICRT 8. AOERHOL T, ALABAMA 
JD ANN EMERSON. MISSOURI 
IV<Y GRANGER, TEXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CUUIEASON. TEXAS 
MARK STE\/eN KIRK, ILUNOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW. FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG. liiONTANI\ 
JOHN A. CARTER. TEKAS 
ROONEY ALEXANDER. LOUISIANA. 
KEN CALVERl", CALIFORNIA 
JO BONNER. ALA8AUA 
STEVEN C. LA TOUAETTE. OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAFF lllftECTOR 
BEVERL V PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
1202) 2ll5-!771 

Reference is made to my letter dated February 20,2009, granting authorization to the 
Honorable Barbara Lee and the Honorable Carolyn C. Kilpatrick, members of the Committee on 
Appropriations, to travel to Cuba on Apri13-8, 2009. 

The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize John Blazey, a staff member of the 
Committee on Appropriations, to participate in this traveL 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~0~ 
Chainnan 

Ill~ 
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CIRO ROilRIGUEZ. TEXAS 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

11\ou.s£ of 'Rqntsmmtiots 
~mmittu on gpproprtations 
'IDashington, 1Btt 205J5-60J5 

March 30, 2009 

JERIIV LEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG. FLORIDA 
RALPH REGULA. !HO 
HAROLD ROOEAS. K~CKY 
FRANK R. WOLF, VfiGINIA 
JAMES T. WALSH, NEW YORK 
DAVID L HOBSON, OHIO 
JOE KNOI.l.ENBERG, MICHIGAN 
JACIC KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUVSEN. NEW JERSE't' 
TODD llA~T. KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, TEI'INI;SSEE 
TOM LATHAM, I(TWA 
ROBER1 a. ADSAHOL T, ALABAMA 
J0 ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS 
JOHN E. PElaiSON, PENNSYLVANIA 
VIRGIL H. 00001:, JR .. VIRGINIA 
RAVLAHCIOD, IUINOIS 
DAVE WELDON. FLOIIIDA 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSOI'I.IIWIO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON. TEXAS 
MARK SlEIIEN KIRK. ILUNDIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW. FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTAIIIA 
JOHN R. CAATER, TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEXANDER.I.OUlSIANA 
~EN CALVERT,CAl.IFORNIA 
JO BONNER, ALABAMA 

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
ROB NABORS 

TEI.S'HONE: 
IZ02)225-2nl 

Reference is made to my letter dated February 20, 2009, granting authorization to the 
Honorable Barbara Lee and other Members of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel to 
Cuba on April 3-8, 2009. 

The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize the use of a commercial chartered 
plane between Miami, FL and Cuba, if military aircraft is unavailable. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~.~ 
Chairman 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
100 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 

I am writing to request an update on the current status of the implementation of the 
Defense Incident-Based Reporting System (DIBRS), Specjfically, I am interested in knowing 
whether the Department of Navy Criurinal Justice Information System (DONCllS) is finally 
operational and reporting to DIBRS. 

I am sure you will agree that the collection of statistics and data is crucial to learning how 
many sexual assaults and other crimes are occurring in the United States military. Despite the 
clear need for a well-ftmctioning system for reporting such crimes, implementation ofDmRS is 
long overdue. As you know, Congress enacted the Unifoim Federal Crime Reporting Act (P.L. 
1 00-690) in 1988, which requires federal agencies and departments, including DoD, to report 
crime data to the Justice Department. The law also aeated the National Incident-Based 
Reporting System (NIBRS). In 1996, the Under Secretary ofDefense for Personnel and 
Readiness issued Directive 7730.47, concerning the creation ofDIBRS. However, twenty one · 
years have passed since the passage of the Unifonn Federal Crime Reporting Act and DIBRS has 
yet to be completed. 

This issue has been a concern of mine for some time, and I am disappointed by the 
ongoing delay of such an important system. At a meeting on November 19, 2004, with then 
Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Program Integration Jeanne Fites and John Awtrey, 
Director of OUSD Law EnfoiCement Policy and Support, I was told that all the services would 
be integrated into DffiRS by mid-2005. On August 9, 2005, I received a letter from Under 
Secretary Fites infonning me that because the Navy was transitioning to a new Department of 
Navy Criminal Justice Information System (DONCJIS), DIBRS would not be fully operational 
until Fall2006. That target was then pushed back to June and then October 2007. The last 
information I received stated that a new date had been set for December 1, 2008, but that date 
has passed as well. 

To date, the transition to DONCJIS by the Navy has seemed to be the main problem 
slowing the full operation ofDIBRS. As the Department of the Navy's budget estimate for 
FY09 includes requests for funding for a contractor to support, develop, test, train, deploy, and 
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implement the system, it seems that these tasks are still in the process ofbeing completed. 
Therefore, I would like to know when the Navy is now expected to be fully reporting to DmRS, 

· and what you will do to ensure that the Navy meets this new deadline. 

This issue assumes greater urgency in light of the latest statistics on sexual assault from 
the DoD's annual report for FY08. The analysis documented 2,923 reports of sexual assault in 
FY08, representing roughly an 8% increase from the previous year. It is extremely vital that the 
DoD, poticymakeiS, servicemen and women, and all stakeholders know the true story about 
crime in the military. Only when there is an accurate accounting of the crimes that may be 
occurring in the U.S. military can the DoD hope to institute effective policies for preventing such 
increases in the future. I fear that additional delays will hamper the DoD's ability to assemble an 
accurate accounting of criminal activities, and may in fact prevent the full implementation of 
DIBRS indefinitely. Such an outcome would be unacceptable to me and many of my colleagues 
who have long been concerned about the safety of all servicemen and women. I look forward to 
hearing about your efforts to ensure the completion ofDIBRS. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

(l~~'IIJ.~ j 
CAROLYN B. ;.r;;;NEY. 
Member of Congress 
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Authorization is hereby granted to Linda Pagelsen, staff member of the Committee on 
Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period of Apri16 -16, 2009, to Japan and 
South Korea. The purpose of this trip is to tour facilities and receive briefings on U.S. Forces 
Korea, Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and intelligence activities. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via 
commercial aircraft. 

Sincerely, 

~9~ 
Chairman 
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The Honorable Roben M. Gates 
Secretary 
.Department ofDefense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. DC 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

CHAII\WOMAN 

NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ 
12Ttt DISTAICT, NkW Yo~~ 

Marth 3 l, 2009 

Congratulations upon being selected by President Obama to continue to serve as our 
nation's Secretary of Defense. The Congressional Hi!!panic Caucus (CHC) applauds your 
work thus far in leading the Dcpartntent of Defense. The CHC is identifying individuals 
who we feel are outstanding candidates for positions in the Administration. In an effort 
to help bring the diversity to the Ex~utivc Branch that President Obama has sought. we 
are forwarding you the name of one of those candidates. 

Today. we write to infonn you that the CHC has endorsed Pedro Rustan Jr. to serve as 
the Director of the: D<:fense Adv!lllced Research Projects Agency (DARPA). He 
cUTI"ently serves as the Director of the National Reconnais..;;am;e Office's Ground 
Enterprise Directorate. Prior to that he W'4S the Director of the Advanced Systems and 
Technology Direttor there. He has a strong history l:lS a consultant to NASA, Institute of 
Defen~e Analysis, Boeinst T .. ockheed Martin, and many other corporations. Furthennore, 
he has over 15 years of service to our nation's military,in various capacities., including 
Research Scientist tbr the Air Force and Program Manager fur the Defense Nuclear 
Agency. For these reasons, and his desire to serve the Obama Administration, we 
endorse Pedro Rustan Jr. for this rt>le that is vital to our nation's advancement. 

Again, we are eager to work with you to promote our shared goals of diversity. lfthere is 
any way we can be of assistMce during this critica1 time, please Jet us know. 

Sincerely. 

~!v~:.YUutfttKfi ~ 
Chair Chair 
Congressional Hispanic Caucus CHC Nominations Ad Hoc Task Force 

CC: Dun Gi)l$, Director of White House Perso.llnel 
Michael CamW\e~. Sp~ttial Assistant ro the Pre~ident, Presidenlial Personnel 

vt>e:o.L 

2466 RAv~uJUo Ht,.,,. OootQ ~II.DIIIIl · 
WAIO<t!at'CN. CC :;>.0616 

12021 226-2410 
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COMMmEE: 
APPROPAIA110NS 

S-..mEES: 
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SERVICES AND GENERAL GOVERNMENT 
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AND RELATED AGENCIES 
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Secretary Robert Gates 

Congress of tbe 11tntteb j)tatefi 
Jjlour of 1\.eptesrntatibes 

Ula11Jington, :;BQC 20515-2508 
Apri12, 2009 

U.S. Department of Defense 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Secretary Oates: 

555 INDEPENDENCE STREET 
SUITE 1400 

CAI'E GIRARDEAU. MO e3703 
[5731335-0101 

13C1 KINGSHIGHWAV 
ROLLA, MO e6401 

15731364-24&5 

22 EAST COLUMBIA 
FARMINGTON. MO 1136410 

(li73)71i1H1756 

3S COURT SQUAI!i 
surre 300 

WEST PIJIJNS, MO 06175 
(417) 255-1515 

A matter of great importance has come to my attention. Rare earth minerals 8nd 
materials play an essential role in highly sophisticated electronic devices used for the defense of 
our nation. The National Minerals Advisory Board has specifically identified rare earth elements 
and alloys as '~strategic and critical" to the defense of our country. 

At the present time, the United States imports 100% of rare earth minerals and alloys; ~e . 
primary source of rare earth minerals being China. Even if the United States begins mining these 
minerals, there are no domestic refining facilities to create the alloys used for these sophisticated 
electronic devices. If the flow of these minerals and alloys were to be interrupted, the nation 
would face extreme challenges in the development and creation of electronic devices which 
could be detrimental to the nation's defense. 

With the United States dependent upon other nations for these rare earth' minerals and 
alloys, are there any plans within the Department of Defense to develop a strategy to address this 
disparity? Are you contemplating a comprehensive strategy that would involve the domestic 
mining, refining, and a stockpile-of these elements? If there is not a strategy to address the 
disparity, what is the present plan of action if the supply of rare earth minerals and alloys is 
interrupted? . 

Thank you for examining this matter and I would appreciate a response at your ear1iest 
convenience. 

Kind regards,~ 

~MERSON 1l=~~ngress 

I 
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Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable James P. Moran, Member of the Committee, to travel 
during the approximate time period of April 13-April21, 2009, to Cyprus, India, Pakistan, and Italy. He will be 
joining the CO DEL led by the Honorable Howard Bennan. The delegation will meet with government leaders 
in Cyprus, India. and Pakistan. The purpose of the trip is to discuss Issues· affecting global commerce, the 
Middle East, and military security issues. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid from 
appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31. U.S.C. 11 08(g). Spouses 
are authorized to accompany the members of this delegation for reasons of protocol at no expense to the 
govemn1ent. 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making whatever 
arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via military aircraft. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Chainnan 



DAVID R. OBEY. WISCONSIN, ClwRMAN 
JOH"' P. MUR"THA. PENNSYLVAt<IA 
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON 
ALAN 8. MOLLOHAN. WEST VIRGINIA 
MARCY KAPTUR. OHIO 
PfTER J. VISCLOSKV, INOIANA 
Nil A M. LOWEY, NEW YOR~ 
JOSE E. SERRANO, NEW YORK 
ROSA L. OolAURO, CONNEcnCUT 
JAMES P. MOIIAN, VIRGINIA 

[Ongrcss of tht tinittd ~tatts 
JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS 
ED PASTOR. AAIZON.O. 
DAVID E. PRICE. NORTH CAROLINA 
CHET EDWAROS, TEXAS 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY, R>lODE ISLAND 
M.O.URICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
LUCILLE FK>'VBAL-ALLAAD, CA.LIFORNIA 
SAM FAAR. c.o.LIFOANIA 
JESSE L. JACIISON, JR., II.UNOIS 
CAROLYN C:. KILPATRICk, MICHIG.o.N 
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA 
CHAI<A FATTAH. PENNSYLVANIA 
S~N R. FIOTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD D. BISHOP. JR., GEORGIA 
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF, CAUFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA, CAUFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL. IIEW YORK 
TIM RYAN, OHIO 
C:.A. 'DUTCH' RUFPERSBERGEA, MARYlAND 
BeN CHANDLER. KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA 
CfiO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS 
LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR. COLORADO 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ttou.st of 'RqJrr.srntatiur.s 
Q:ommitttt on appropriations 
illllashington, I)Q: 20515-6015 

March 30, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS. CAUFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA 
KAROLD ROGERS, KEN'IlJCKY 
FRANK R. WOLF. VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON. GEORGIA 
ROONEY P. FREUNGHUVSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, I()WA 
ROBERT B. AOERHOL T, ALAI!.WA 
JOANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER. TEXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN A8N~ CULBERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIRK. ILLINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHI>.W, FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG. MONT ANA 
JOHN R. CARTEl!. TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANIER, LOUISIANA 
KEN c.o.LVERT, CALifORNIA 
JO BONNER, ALABAMA 
SlEVEN C. LATOUAETTI!, CHIO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

Q.ERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 

BEVERLY PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
1202) 22s-m1 

Authorization is hereby given to the Honorable Ha~ld Rogers, me~ber of the . 
Comnuttce uH Appropriations, to travel with a Congressionai Delegation led by Chairwoman 
Eddie Bernice Johnson of the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee. This trip is during 
the approximate time period of April3- Aprill3, 2009, to Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates, 
and Italy. The purpose of this trip is to review transportation, defense, and homeland security 
issues with government officials. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in cmmection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 
11 08(g). Spouses are authorized to accompany the Member for reasons of protocol at no 
expense to the government. 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via military 
aircraft. 

Sincerely, 

~9~ 
Chairman 
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Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable Ben Chandler, a member of the Committee on 
Appropriations, to travel dwing the approximate time period of April2-Aprilll, 2009, to Egypt, Ethiopia, 
Cyprus, Lebanon, and Ireland. He will be joining the CO DEL led bl The Honorable Russ Carnahan. The 
purpose of this trip is to attend the Inter-Parliamentary Union's 120 meeting being held in Addis Ababa. to 
assess USAID programs, and to meet with' government oilicials from each country. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid from 
appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). Spouses 
are authorized to accompany the members of this delegation for reasons of protocol at no expense to the 
government. 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making whatever 
arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via military aircraft. 

Sincerely, 

~0~ 
Chairman 
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We write to express our concern surrounding the Army's impending Single Channel Ground·t<>­
Air Radio systems (SlNCGARS) contract. The Anny plans to award a total of $636M of FY07-FY09 
funds on this contract. It is our understanding that this technology is legacy, will not provide the 
communications c~pabi1ity needed by the Army in the coming years, and could be replaced by newer and 
more robust radios. The Army continues to move forward with the Joint Tactical Radio System (JTRS) 
program, which will ensure that FCS-equipped, combat, and support units are able to exchange 
information and network on the battlefield. It is essential that all radios and communication devices are 
multi-band and JTRS compJiant to ensure a seamless transition into this program. It is our feeling that the 
Army has not only not taken the proper action to ensure procurement of state-of-the art, JTRS compliant 
radios, but that the further purchase of SINCGARS radios will lessen the planned need for JTRS radios, 
increasing their unit cost. Congress has been expressing its concerns over this program and procurement 
for years. Specifically, in FY07 the defense appropriations committee requested the Secretary of the 
Army provide a report to the congressional defense committees that included an evaluation of the 
SINCGARS capable commerciai off the shelf tactical radios that can meet operational needs. The 
Secretary of the Army agreed to hold $175M of program funds until the Anny was able to conduct a 
review of the SINCGARS operational requirements document (ORD). This report was never delivered to 
congress. In the FY2009 Defense Appropriations Bill the entire SINCGARS request was fenced off 
pending a certification from Secretary of Defense that any such procurement of SINCGARS radios· will 
utilize full and open competition that will provide best value for Anny radio requirements including 
consideration of multi-band, .JTRS capable solutions. This certification has not been received by the 
defense committees. 

The Request for Proposal (RFP) that was released by the Army in December of 2008 encourages 
Industry to offer solutions that include JTRS functional capabilities, but did not require them. The ORO, 
which was originally. drafted in 1974, was not, in our opinion, revised or updated appropriately for this 
solicitation. It doesn't make sense to use a ten year old requirement document for such an important and 
evolving program, especially considering its connection to tlle multi·billion dollar JTRS program. 

The SINCGARS procurement is just one example of the increasing need for acquisition refonn. 
If the ORO had been revised or re-written it could have created the opportunity for additional contractor 
bids and more product functionality. The Army could have moved forward with a technology that exists 
today and would be compliant with future Army programs. We are spending millions of dollars on a 
product that we know we witt have to replace in the near future despite knowledge that a better solution 
could be engineered to the Army's exact needs. A CBO report dated 11 Feb 2009 states that if the Army 
decides to replace SINCGARS radios with the more t1ex1ble and capable JTRS growtd mobile radio 
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(GMR) it would increase its current planned purchase by six fold. The Anny's current $158 ~timate for 
buying GMR would increase accordingly. If the Anny were to re-allocate the $636M set aside for 
SlNCGARS toward a JTRS-comp1iant radio today, they could save the program future funds. In this 
instance, the acquisition process is blatantly wasting taxpayer's money while simultaneously outfitting 
our military with sub-standard equipment. We urge you to look at the long tenn negative implications of 
the acquisition process on the capabiJity of our Armed Services. We strongly encourage you, as you 
carefully review future plans for this program, to ensure that future procurements of radios and 
communications devices wil1 use an updated set of requirements, tailored for the needs of our future 
force. 

very Respectfully, 

~ 
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NEL ABEACIIOMBI€, MAW All 
SilVESTRE REYES, TEXAS 
VIC SNYDER, ARKANSAS 
ADAM SMITlt, WASHINGTON 
LOREnA SANDIEZ,CALIFORNIA 
MKE MdNlYRE, NORTM CAROLINA 
ELL£N 0. TAUSCHER. CALIFORNIA 
ROBERT A. BRADY, PENNSYLVANIA 
ROBERT ANDREWS, NEW JERSEY 
SUSAN A. DAVIS, CALIFORNIA 
JAMES fl. LANGEVtN, AHODE lSl-ANO 
RICK LARSEN, WASHINGTON 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

m.~. J.)ouse of l\tpresmtatibts 
DIU'{Jin!Jfon. iDC!C 20515-6035 

JIM COOPER. TENNESSEE 
JIM MARSHAll. GEORGIA 
MADELEINE Z. BOIWALLO, GUAM 
BRAD ELLSWORTI1. INDIANA 
PATRICK .t MURPHY, PENNSVLVANtA 
HANK JOHNSON, GEORGIA 
CAROL SIEA-PDRTEA. NEW HAMPSHIRE 
JOE COURTNEY, CONNECTICUT 
DAVID lOE8SACK, IOWA 
JOE SESTAK, PENNsYLVANIA 
GABRIEllE GifFORD$, ARIZONA 
NIKl TSONGA$. MASSACHUSETTS 
GLENN NVE, VIRGINIA 
CIIElUE I'INGREE, MAINE 
I.AAR'f KISSEll. NORTlt CAROLINA 
MARTIN HEINRICtl. NEW MEXICO 
FRANK M. KRATOVIL. JR., MARYLAND 
ERIC J.J. MASSA, N£W YORK 
BOBBY BRIGMT, ALABAMA 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

April 2, 2009 

JOHN M. McHUGH. NEW YORK 
RD6COE G. BARTlETT. MARYlAND 
HOWARD P. "BUCK' MdCE(JII, CALIFORNIA 
MAC lHORNilERR'f. TEXAS 
WALTER B. JONES, NORlH CAROLINA 
W. TODD AKIN, MISSOURI 
J. RANDY FORBES. VIRGINIA 
JEFF MILLER. FlORIDA 
JOE WilSON. SOUTH CAROUNA 
FRANK A. t.oeiO'IDO, NEW JERSEY 
ROB BISHOP. UTAH 
MICHAEL lUIWEII, OHO 
JOHN KUNE. MINIIIESOlA 
MIKE ROGERS, AI.AIIIIMA 
TRENT FRANKS.AR1ZONA 
Bill SH~lER. PENNSYLVANIA 
CATHY McUORRIS ROOGERS, WASHINGTON 
1<. Mla-IAElCONAWAV, TEAAS 
DOUG LAMBORN. C0LCJAA00 
AOB \MTlMAN, VIRGINIA 
MARY FALU'<. OKlAHOMA 
DUNCAN HUNTER, CAUFORNIA 
JOHN C. Fl.fMNG. LOlJ51ANA 
MIKE COFFMAN, COLORADO 
11-iOMAS J. ROONEY, FI.OIIOA 

ERI!ol C. CONAlON. STAFF DIIIECTOR 

I write to ask that you provide a witness to testify before the House Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations on the overall state of the Department of 
Defense's acquisition workforce and the Department's implementation of acquisition workforce­
related provisions in the annual defense authorization legislation for the past four years, 
including, in particular, the implementation of the Acquisition Workforce Development Fund, 
the use of any special hiring authorities, and Section 834 ofthe Fiscal Year 2009 National 
Defense Authorization Act. This hearing will take place on Tuesday, April 28, 2009, at 1:00 
PM in room 2212 Rayburn House Office Building. For your infonnation. I am also requesting 
witnesses from the Services and the Government Accountability Office. 

Committee Rule 13 provides that witness statements must be delivered to the committee 
at least 48 hours in advance of the hearing to facilitate distribution to the members. Therefore, it 
is requested that 50 copies ofyourprepared statement be delivered to room 2120 Rayburn House 
Office Building by the morning of Friday, April24. In addition, consistent·with-the House rules 
requirement to make materials from hearings electronically available to the general public, 
Committee Rule 13 requires that witness statements be provided to the committee in electronic 
form. These materials may be transmitted via e-mail to Suzanne.McKenna@mail.house.gov or 
provided on disk. 

I appreciate your willingness to assist the subcommittee and look forward to the 
Department's testimony. Should you have any questions, please contact Suzanne McKenna on 
the committee staff at (202) 225-5050. 

VFS:ak 



CHARLES B. RANGEL. NEW YORK. 
CHAIRMAN 

FORTNEY PETE STARK, CALIFO~IA 
SANDER M. LEVIN. MICHIGAN 
JIM McDEJIMOn, WASHINGTON 
JOHN LEWIS. GEORGIA 
RICiiAAD £. NEAl, MASSACHUSEns 
JOHNS. t•r.M;R, TEfiN£55Eii 
XAVIER BECEIIIIA. CALIFONliA 
LLOVO DOGGETT. TEAAS 
EARL POMEROY, NORTH DAKOTA 
MIKE THOMPSON. CALIFORNIA 
JOHN B. LARSON. cONNECTICUT 
EARL BlUUEI'tAUER. OREGON 
AOI't KIND, WISCONSIN 
BILL PASaiEU., JR .• NEW JERSEY 
SHEUJEV SERKI.EY, NEVADA 
JOSEPH CROWLEY. NEWYOAII 
CHRIS VAN HOLLEN. MARYlAND 
KENDRICK 8. MetK,I'I.ORIDA 
AI.LVSON V. SCHWAR12. PENNSYLVANIA 
AATUFI DAVIS. AlABAMA 
DAI'tNY K. D'oVIS, ILLINOIS 
BOB ETHERIOGE, NOIIllt CAROUNA 
UNCIAl. sANcHEz. CALIFO~IA 
BFUAN HIGGWS, NEW YORK 
JOHN A. YARMUTH. KEI'tTUCKY 

JANICE MAYS. 
CHIEF COUNSEL AND STAFF DIIECTOR 

[Ongrms of thr t\nittd ~tat£S 
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COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

1102 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFfiCE BUILDING 

(202) 225-3625 

illllash1ngton. B«: 20115-6)'ta 
http://waysandmeans.house.gov 

March 30, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secreta.Jy of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC ~030 1-1300 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

DAVE CNfll', Mlc:HIGAI't 
WALLY HERBER, CALIFORNIA 
SAM JOHI't$ON. TEXAS 
KEWII BAAO'f, ll!AAS 
PAUL FIYAN, WISCXIN$1N 
EIIIC CANTOR, VIRGINIA 
JOHN LINDER. GEORGIA 
OEVII't NUNES, CALIFORNIA 
PAllUCKJ. nKAI. OHIO 
GINNY BROWN-WAITE. FLORIDA 
GEOFF DAVIS, KENTUCKY 
IJIIVIO G. REICHERT. WASHII'tGTON 
CHARLES W. BOUSTANY. J~ .• LOUISIANA 
DEAN HELLER. NEV•DA 
F'ETERJ. ROSKAM. IWNOIS 

JON TRAUB, 
t.aNOIITV STAFF OIAECTOA 

This letter is to authorize Congressman Kendrick Meek (D-FL) to 
participate on the CODEL being led by Congressm.an Eliot Engel (D-NY), to 
Trinidad and Tobago, St. Vincent and the Grenadines. This travel will take 
place during the time period of Friday, April 17 through Tuesday, April24; the 
House is not scheduled to· be in session during this time. 

The purpose of this fact-fmding trip is to attend the Fifth Summit of the 
Americas and meet with government and non-government officials regarding 
our bilateral and plurilateral trade agreements with nations in the region, trade 
preferences and more generally, how best to shape trade to promote economic 
development, stability and prosperity. 

It would be appreciated if the U.S. ·Department oi Delense couid furnish 
such _assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate this 
trip. The expenditure of funds for the payment of the actual and necessary 
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized by 
31 u.s.c. 1108 (g). . 

CBR/jg 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, I)C 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

March 30, 2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of March 26, 2009 regarding Codel Hoyer. 
Please note that the Honorable Richard Neal is no longer traveling. The Honorable 
Aaron Schock (R-IL) is authorized to travel instead. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

n~ly. ?~ 
NJ;::LSI 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S.~entof~fense 
Washington, DC 20301 

DearMr. Secretary: 

March 31' 2009 

This is in further reference to my letter ofFebru8ry 13, 2009, regarding Codel Berkley to 
the Czech Republic, Lithuania, and Estonia during the approximate period of Apri113·20, 2009. 
The following Members and staff are authorized to travel: · 

The Honorable Shelley Berkley (D-NV) and Dr. Larry Lehmer 
The Honorable Jolm R. Carter (R-TX) and Mrs. Erika Carter 
The Honorable Steve Cohen (D-TN) 
The Honorable Virginia Foxx (R-NC) and Mr. Tom Foxx 
The Honorable Phil Gingrey (R-GA) and Mrs. Billie Gingrey 
The Honorable Bart Gordon (D-TN) 
The Honorable Paul E. K.anjorski (D-PA) and Mrs. Nancy Kanjorsk:i 
The Honorable Ron Klein (D-FL) and Mrs. Dori Klein 
The Honorable Cliff Steams (R-FL) 
The Honorable Loretta Sanchez (D-CA) 

Ms. Amanda Sloat, Professional Staff, House Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Mr. Riley Moore, Professional Staff, House Conunittee on Foreign Affairs 
Ms. Sarah Preisser, Professional Staff, House Conunittee on Foreign Affairs 
Mr. Richard Urey, Chief of Staff to Representative Berkley 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Shlcerdy, ~ 

CJ::l 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

March 26, 2009 

This is in further reference to my Jetter ,of January 22, 2009 regarding Codel 
Hoyer. The following Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Steny Hoyer (D-MD), Majority Leader 
The Honorable Roy Blunt (R-MO) 
The Honorable Joseph Crowley (D-NY) and Mrs. Kasey Crowley 
The Honorable Lucille Roybal-Allard (D-CA) and Mr. Edward Allard 
The Honorable Gregory Meeks (D- NY) 
The Honorable Elijah Cummings (D-MD) and Dr. Maya Rockeymoore 
The Honorable Adrian Smith (R-NE) 
The Honorable Gerry Connolly (D-VA) 
The Honorable Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D-FL) and Mr. Steve Schultz 
The Honorable Richard Neal (D-MA) 
The Honorable Nonnan Dicks (D-W A) and Mrs. Suzanne "Suzie" Dicks 

Ms. Mariah Sixkiller, Office of the Majority Leader 
Mr. Brian Diffell, Office of the Republican Leader 
Ms. Katie Grant, Office of the Majority Leader · 

The delegation will be accompanied by: 

(b)(6) 
~(b=~~> ---------+.t~AF 
~=-------~USAF 
'"=-<b=xs.,...> ____ ....,., USN4 
._<b_xs_> ____ _,DSS Agent 

II 



Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Mil1er, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Deparbnent ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This is in further reference to my letter of March 5, 2009, regarding Codel Tanner 
to Gennany, France, Lithuania, Ukraine, Georgia, and Belgium during the approximate 
period of Apri12-9, 2009. 

Please note that the Lithuanian Minister of Defense, Rasa Iukneviciene, has been 
invited to travel with the delegation from Strasbourg to Vilnius on Saturday, April 4, 
2009. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

n~ f?~ 
NANUSI 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 
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VIA FACSIMILE -703-695-1219 
The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary· 
U.S. Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
2181 '"YBURN HOUSE OFFICI! IUILDING 

WASHINGTON. DC 20515-6100 

April 8, 2009 
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MINOAilY­
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TOM lloCIJNI'OCI(, C:..UFORNIA 
01MeM D. tU«eR, CAUI'OANIA 
Do\VJD p, IIOE. 'JEIIINS$EE 
~lHDIIf'SOII, ,._.,_ 

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable Judy Biggert to travel on a Congressional Deleption 
(CODEL) led by Congresswoman Susan Davis to Georgia, Afghanistan, and the Czech Republic on May 7-
12, 2009. The purpose of the trip is to observe an.d gain an on•the-ground perspective of President 
Obama's new strategy in Mgbanistan. And while in country, the delegation will meet witb a host of U.S. 
and Mgbanistan nationals, including several non-profit organizations that have been establishing and 
improving schools and educational programs. 

lt is requested that the Department of Defense to furnish such assistance, including transportation, as may be 
required to facilitate this trip. The expenditure of funds for payment and lWtual !="Penses and transportatiori is 
authorized pursuant to Title 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). Travel will be conducted by military and/or commercial aircl'l!fl: up 
to business class, including foreign flag carriers when U.S. cmiers are not available. The CODEL requests the 
U.S. Marines give support to this Delegation. 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Jackie Abbll at 202-225-3515. Thank you for your 
assistance in this matter. 

GM:ejh 
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€ongre~~ of tbt 11nittb ~tate~ 
J)ouse of l\epresentatfbtS 
•ut.Jtngton. me 20515-3001 

March 13,2009 

The Hon. Robert M. Gates 
U.S. Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates 
1400 Defense Pentagon, 
Washington DC 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 

0 2439 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

0 

0 

WASHINGTON, DC 2061 S 
I202I22H501 

506-A WHITE HORSE PoKE 
HADDO'I HEIGHTS, NJ 08035 

(8561 546-5100 

63 NORTH B•OAD STREET 
WooDBURY. NJ 08096 

18561848-3900 

WEBSITE: 

www.house.gov/andrews 

As a friend of Taiwanese Americans in my New Jersey district, and a member of the 
House Armed Services Committee, I write to you today about an issue of importance to 
me and ask that you clarify the United States and our position vis-a-vis our high-level 
military contacts with Taiwan. 

Taiwan today is a bastion of democracy in Asia. Its vibrant democracy of23 million 
produces an annual GDP of over $320 billion, making it the world's 18th largest 
economy. Taiwan is the 8th largest trading partner of the United States, and a strong ally, 
sharing with the United States the ideals of freedom, democracy, and self-determination. 

While Taiwan has made a remarkable peaceful transition to democracy over the past 
decades, I have noticed a discrepancy with the international accolades Taiwan has 
received (and receives) for these democratic and economic achievements" especially 
from the United States. 

One of the fields we can improve in is in our high-level military contacts with Taiwan. I 
believe that we place UIUlecessary restrictions on our military-to-military ties with 
Taiwan. Indeed, it strikes me as counterproductive that we cling to these self-imposed 
restrictions on our exchanges with Taiwan of U.S. generals, admirals, and senior defense 
officials to Taiwan. 

Iii order to develop.an appreciation for Taiwan's specific military needs and, in tum, to 
spell those needs out to American policymakers, U.S. generals and flag officers have to 
be able to visit Taiwan and see its military in action. Although visits by expert teams of 
U.S. captains and colonels to Taiwan are helpful, these lower-ranking officers lack the 
authority and the ·~oint" command experience of general officers necessary to have an 
effective exchange with Taiwan's senior military leaders. And anyone familiar with the 
ways of Washington knows_that having a well-informed general or admiral make a case 
for a new initiative· is vital if it is to be given a respectful hearing by senior military and 
civilian decision-makers. 

Similarly, it is difficult for Taipei and Washington to discuss contingency responses to 

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS 
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possible Chinese aggression when U.S. generals and flag officers are not able to meet 
regularly with their Taiwanese cOunterparts. · 

I look forward to receiving from you a clarification on the status, guidelines, and roles 
that regulate our interaction with Taiwan and our high-level military contacts with 
Taiwan. 

Sincerely, 

Robert E. Andrews 
Member of Congress . 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDef.ense 
1.000 Oefen$e Pentagon 
Wasbin~on, D.C. 20:3(}1-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

COMMlTTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

2f38 RAY!!URN HouSE Of.l'ICE Sull.Oll'fO 

WASHINQ1'0N, ·DC '20515-6216 

{202} 22S,..3951 
~~~~~-Jt<l-.gavij"di<lk>ry 

April 8., 2009 
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I am writing to request authorizatio,n for Representative Daniel Lungren, a member of the 
House Judiciary Committee; to lead a delegation of Members to Guantamino Bay. Cuba. 
Mr Lungren will be accompanied by Representative Tom Rooney, and Ccmunittee Counsels Sam 
Sokol ~d Sean. Mci;.aughHn. The ~te-oftr~vel (or this delegation is Friday, May 1, 2009. 

It will be appreciated if,the D~nt ofOe(ense-coutd ~mish such assi~tance ~ may 
be requ.ii'e(j, incl~ding .tran~tion and escortt tO tacil1tate this trip. The expenditure of funds 
for paymen't of actualartd necessary expense and such ·tran~tportation as may be require.d is 
authorized by 31 U.S.C. § 1108. 

lfyou have any questions concerning this travc;l, please conta.ct Teresa Vest with my 
Committee staff at 202-225-3951. Your assistance with this request is appreciated . 

• 
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---------------

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April2, 2009 

This letter will authorize Ms. Patrice Willoughby, Staff Director of the 
Congressional Black Caucus, to accompany Codel Lee/Kilpatrick (authorized by the 
House Appropriations Committee) to Cuba during the approximate period of April3-8, 
2009. The purpose of the trip is to evaluate current policies regarding trade and 
commerce with Cuba, and to examine and promote proposals to initiate cultuml, 
academic. and health exchanges with the U.S. 

It would be appreciated if the Deparbnent of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary. including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission. as 
well as Air Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of fimds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

'I ~ ~ 
NANCY PELOSI 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable LOrraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 
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William J. Lynn III 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
United States of America 
1 01 0 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1010 

Dear Mr. William J. Lynn III, 

April 7, 2009 

PlEASE 11£1"&. Y TO: 

0 2-439 FIAVBUN< HOOSE 0<FICE BULDI'"O 

WASHONG10H, DC 20515 
(202)~1 

0 

0 
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~~...::.I would like to request a meeting with(<b)(6) I CIH, CSP, ,_[<b_><S_> __ ____, 
!<bl <6> I and other key individuals to discuss the implementation of a program 
for BreathScan alcohol detection and safety devices. I feel that the implementation and 
progression of this program would make all of our miJitary personnel safer. I would also 
like to note how this program aligns with one of the key FY 2010 budget 
recommendations, "institutionalizing and properly funding the critical and permanent 
nature of the wounded", that Secretary Gates will be making to President Obama. It is my 
understanding that various Department of Defense entities have already expressed a 
strong desire to obtain a significant number of the BreathScan Alcohol and Safety 
devices. I would like to learn more about the demand for this program as well. as obtain 
recommendations on what can be done to expedite the progress and progression of this 
program. 

BreathScan devices have been used successfully in the past to help prevent drunk 
driving and alcohol-related incidents. These devices have been successfully used by the 
military for the past seven years and I strongly believe that they can be used as a means to 
help soldiers control their alcohol intake and help prevent many of the problems 
associated with alcohol a~use. 

An article in the Jownal of the American Medical Association, dated August 13, 
2008, highlighted the probiems of binge drinking and other types of alcohol abuse 
experienced by returning combat veterans, especially in Reserve Component 
units. Extensive documentation in the form of articles and press releases is available to 
illustrate the success of the BreathS can program in preventing these problems from 
occurring throughout the military. In fact, it is my understanding that the Army Substance 
Abuse Program now views BreathScan as part of an extensive and holistic program that 

lliiS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PN'f. R MADE OF RECVClEO FIBERS 



they wish to deploy. It is also my understanding that Reserve Component units are also 
extremely interested in this program. 

Therefore," I would like to schedule a meeting with the relevant Department of 
Defense personal that need to be involved to move this request forward. Please contact 
my scheduler,· Kristin Ianco at 856-546-S 100 or Kristin.lanco@mail.house.gov for 
scheduling information-or conta~ my military legislative assistant, Nathaniel Bell202-
225-650 1, Nathaniel.Bell@mail.house.gov for substantive information or background 
pertaining to this request. 

Respectfully, 

Robert E. Andrews 
Member of Congress 
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CUFF STEAIINS. FI.OI'IDA 
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I authorize Congressman John J. Hall to travel on official government business to Iraq 
and Afghanistan during the period of April4~11, 2009 . . · . . ' .. 

Mr. Hall will be accompanying the Congressional Delegation headed by Congresswoman 
Niki Tsongas, member of the House Committee on Armed Services. The primary 
purpose of the Delegation's visit is to gauge troop morale. listen to their concerns, and 
fonnulate ideas and remedies to the problems they are facing once they leave military 
service. 

The actual cost of lodging is authorized in Iraq and Afghanistan. It would be appreci~ted 
if the Department of Defense could furnish such assistance as may be required, including 
transportation to facilitate this trip. The expenditures of funds for payment of actual and 
necessary expenses and transportation as may be required is authorized pursuant to title 
31) u~s.c, Section 1108(g). 

Thank you for your continued support and assistance. If you have further questions, 
please contact Bernie Dotson of the Committ taffat 202-226-3653. 

Chairman 

MS/jz 
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President Obama, 

· Rtasuington. jBQJ: 20515-3809 

April 7, 2009 

COMMITTEE ON SMAU BUSINESS 

CONGRESSIONAL RURAL CAUCUS 

RURAL HEALTH CARE COALITION 

CONGRESSIONAL 
SPORTSMEN'S CAUCUS 

Following the testimony of General Duncan J. McNabb, USAF, Commander of the United States Transportation 
Command before the Senate Armed Services Committee on March 17,2009, I urge you to carefully consider the 
strategic use of Azerbaijan, and specifically the airfield at Baku, as a staging point for United States distribution, 
cargo handling, and refueling services. 

As the Co-Chainnan of the Azerbaijan Caucus, my colleagues and I have spent a great deal oftime building ties 
with Azerbaijan, and I believe Azerbaijan offers a safe, secure and strategica11y valuable alternative to support 
our movements into Afghanistan. Azerbaijan has been a coalition partner in our efforts in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
has supported our requests for assistance, and has been a strong partner in the war on terrorism. 

From an ease of operations standpoint, Azerbaijan offers a large state-9f-the-art handling facility in Baku with 
significant available capacity and an air route across the Caspian Sea and Turkmenistan's airspace directly into 
Afghanistan. Utilizing this corridor avoids Iranian airspace all together and t)ffers a very short flight time into 
Afghanistan. 

Currently, I understand problems have emerged shipping cargo through Dubai and throughout other hubs in the 
region. With an influx of cargo and personnel needed to support efforts in Afghanistan, I also understand that 
Azerbaijan may offer better flight times, the Baku airfield may offer greater command and control, is less 
congested allowing cargo to 8et into Theatre more quickly, offers competitive pricing, and bas a domestic 
commercial fleet of aircraft to supplement our efforts. 

I urge you to work with the Department of Defense and the State Department to fully examine the benefits 
operations in Azerbaijan would have as we increase our focus on Afghanistan. 

Sincerely, 

(;1J1Sl~ 

cc: Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
Secretary of Defense Robert Gates 

BiiJ Shuster 
Member of Congress 

General Duncan McNabb, USAF, United States Transportation Command 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary, Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington DC 20301·1400 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

Aprill4, 2009 

:2022260092 

We write regarding the U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) report 
addressing the listing and oversight of Superfund sites at DOD facilities, Syperfund: 
Greater EPA Enforcement and Reporting are Needed to Enhance Cleanup at DOD Sites 
(GA~09-278), urging yo\1 to rapidly take all steps necessary to remediate contaminated 
DOD sites. 

The GAO report reached several disturbing conclusions: 

• While the number of DOD sites considered for placement into the Superfund 
program has declined over the past decade, DOD sites still account for 9 percent 
of all Superfund sites. 

• Despite years of negotiations, DOD and EPA have not finalized Interagency 
Agreements setting out the terms for clean-up of 11 of the 140 DOD Superfund 
sites, despite the statutory requirement to do so, reportedly because DOD 
disagreed with the terms contained in the Agreement documents and simply 
refused to sign the documents. These sites include (1) Air Force Plant 44 
(Tucson, AZ) (2) Andrews Air Force Base (MD) (3) Brandywine Defense 
Reutilization and Marketing Office (MD) (4) Fort Meade (MD) (5) Hanscom 
Field (Bedford, MA) (6) Langley Air Force Base (VA) (7) McGuire Air Force 
Base {Trenton, NJ) (8) Naval Air Station Whiting Field (Milton, FL) (9) Naval 
Computer Telecommunication Area Administrative Master Station (Wahiawa, 
HI) (10) Redstone Arsenal (Huntsville, AL) and (11) Tyndall Air Force Base 
(Panama City, FL). 

• Despite the requirement for Interagency Agreements to be signed at all federal 
Superfund sites, the Superfund statute (Section 120 ofCERCLA) contains no 
enforcement mechanism that could be used if a federal agency refuses to do so. 
Although EPA may initiate administrative enforcement actions under other laws 
(such as the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act and the Safe Drinking 
Water Act) to compel DOD to clean up contaminated sites, EPA chose not to 
pursue enforcement actions until 2007, more than 10 years after these sites were 
first placed into ~he Superfund Program. Currently, there are EPA 
Administrative orders in place at 4 sites: Fort Meade (MD), McGuire Air Force 
Base (Trenton, NJ), Tyndall.Air Force Base (Panama City, FL), and Air Force 
Plant 44 (Tucson, AZ). 

We believe that the Department should immediately enter into the appropriate 
Interagency Agreements and expedite the cleanup of these sites. We request that you 
provide us with a detailed description of your plans to do so, including: 
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• Specific timeframes for when Interagency Agreements will be signed at each of 
the DOD Superfund sites currently lacking them, and the status of any 
negotiations regarding their text, including who is participating in these 
negotiations. 

• Milestones agreed to by EPA and DOD that are expected for inclusion in Site 
Management Plans for the cleanup of each of these sites; 

• Any outstanding issues that may impact these schedules and milestones. 

Thank you very much for your attention to this important matter. Please provide 
your response no later than close of business on Friday May 1, 2009. If you have any 

· questions or concerns. please have your staff contact Michal Freedhoff (Rep. Markey, 
52836), or Derrick Ramos (Rep. Green. 51688). 

Sincerely, 

~~d-·'Yvl~ 
Rep. Edward J. Markey Rep. Gene Green 

# 3/ 3 
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[OngrtSs of the ttnitm ~tatts 
!touR of ltfpusmtatiom 

6:ommitttt on 9lJpropt1atfons 
Dashtngton, B6: 20515-6011 

The Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Sec.rerary 
U.S, Department ofDefease 
1000 Defense PentagOn 
Waabington, D.C. 20301~1000 

Dear ML: Secretary: 

Aprll15,2009 

NO. 465 P. 2 

Reference is made to my 1~ to you dated March 20. 2009, conceming whel:ba' the Army violated 
the Anti-dcfidency Ac:t 'WheD. funds were tnmsfe.ned from the Defense Worldng Capital F'lm.d, Mm.y 
to Militaty Pe.rsosmeJ, AriJJ.y. This investi.gatioa. mcludes a review of aU ClOntrols Atmy employs to 
assure development of information~ to provide accurate and timely a.djllSim.ellts to payroll. 
bonllses, speeial and incentive pays. permanent ohqe of st:atiom, and other cmitlcmcots. This 
inquiry would benetit ~om viewing similar c:ontrols aDd underl:yiDg systems used by the Navy aDd 
Air Force for pa.y management. 

It is requested that the Air Force and the Navy desipte an appropriate point of contact to arrange for 
obtaiuiog the data pertinent to this inquiry and notify my office by telephone within five business 
clay$ ofthe receipt of1his letter. lf1hcte are any questions repnihlg rhis matta", I can be contacted. on 
(202) 225-3881. 

1-Secretary oftheAir Force 
1-Secretary oftbe Navy 

Si.nccrcly yours, 

Dcwl M. 'A«~ 
David M. Pomerantz 
Director 
Surveys and Investigations Staff 
House Committee on Appropriations 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department o,fDefen.se 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April 7, 2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of March 30, 2009 regarding Codel Hoyer. 
Please note that H. E. Maria Carolina Barco Isakson, Ambassador to the United States 
from Colombia, and Ms. Sylvia Constain Rengifo, Assistant to the Ambassador, are 
invited to travel with the delegation Cartegena to Medillin, Colombia. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 
~ 

0cv:l~~ 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary, Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April 15, 2009 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
SUBCOMMITTEES: 

AslA., THE PACifiC. AND 

THE GLOBAl. ENVIRONMENT 

AF~ICA ANO GLOBAL HEAI.:TH 

COMMITTEE ON 
OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM 

SU8CONMITT£ES: 

NATIONAL SECURITY AND fOREIGN AFFAIRS 

RANKING MEMBER 

GOVERNMENT MANAGEMENT, 0RGANI2AltON, 
AND PROCUAEMENT 

COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES 

INSULAR AfFAIRS, OcEANS, AND WILDLIFE 

NAnONAL PARKS, FOR£sTs. AND Pusuc LA.NDB 

Pursuant to a March 31 meeting with officials from the Department of.Defense, I am writing to 
formally request information regarding specific earmarks outlined in the conference report language of 
the FY 2008 Defense AppropriatiQns bill.·. . . ·· · 

At the meeting with Defense Department officials, I was infonned that all funding for projects 
managed by the Department is awarded in a manner consi!rtent with the federal regulations for 
competitive bidding- including all projects eannarked by Members of Congress. As such, please 
provide relevant information on the competitive bidding process for each of the projects listed on the 
enclosed spreadsheet, including any relevant Justification and Approvals (J&As). Each of these projects 
was a congressionally directed earmark in the FY 2008 Defense Appropriations bill (H.R. 3222; P.L. 
11 0-116). The spreadsheet contains all of the relevant information that might be of assistance in 
locating the J&As. 

A time frame of when I can expect to see this information would be appreciated. In addition, to 
expedite the delivery, I would appreciate receiving information as it becomes available. Should you 
have any questions regarding this request, please contact my Legislative Director, Mr. Chandler Morse, 
or my Legislative Assistant for defense matters, Ms. Colleen Gilbert, at (202) 225-2635. 

CC: The Honorable Blaine F. Aaron 

FFFLAKE 
Member of Congress 

. ~ . . ·' 

Deputy Under Secretary of Defense, Budget and Appropriations Affairs 

.. '· 
' . 1 • , • '

0
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~ington, Jl([ 20515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
100 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 

Aprill4, 2009 

As you kn6w, the:United States is c\Ul'ently facing a mnnber of daunth1g national security 
challenges. With our ongoing involvement in Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as our efforts 
to combat terrorism, the need to recruit and retain qualified men and women for military 
service is greater than ever. We are writing to request that the Defense Advisory 
Committee on Women in the Services (DACOWITS) be restored as a meaningful 
advisory body with authority to independently advise the Secretary of Defense on issues 
concerning military women. Doing so would be a highly effective way to quickly 
identify and address the obstacles to women choosing long-tenn careers in the armed 
forces, and would ensure that the U.S. military is well prepared for today's wartime 
realities. 

DACOWITS was established in 1951 as a civilian b~aro ofindividuals.appointed by the 
Secretary of Defense for the purpose of providing advice and recommendations on 
matters affecting women in. the armed services. For half a cenmry, the Committee served 
as a vital link between the Department of Defense and the civilian community and .gained 
a reputation for conducting valuable and highly respected analysis on integrating women 
into the~litary;making ihe,armed services more effi'Ctive over.all. .. 

__ : ,, 

Many in the security community were surprised and dismayed when the Bush 
administration failed to renew the Committee's charter shortly after taking office. In its 
place, then Secretary ofDefense Donald Rwnsfeld introduced a new mandate for 
DACOWITS which cut members, staff, and funding, revoked the Committee's 
autonomy, and diluted attention to women's issues. In addition, former Secretary 
Rwnsfeld imp6sed restrictions which made the Co1111'1)ittee's miJ.itary installation visits 
less frequent .and less effective, and reduced its diversity and transparency in terms of .. 
membership selection and policies. The broader effect of these actions has been to. 
sideline serious.study of women in the military, and depriving our armed force~ of an 
untold number of skilled ·and capable l~ers ... 

Former Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness Dr. David Chu pubiicly 
stated his belief that DACOWITS' work to increase the proportion of women in the 
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military had "probably reached its natural Hmits.''1 This statement does not mesh with 
the abundance of studies and reports indicating that many women in the armed forces feel 
they are coming up against a "brass ceiling" as they struggle to rise through the ranks and 
demonstrate their leadership. Under its original charter, DACOWITS worked to address 
women's specific needs as they entered the armed forces in increasing numbers. Some of 
the progressive changes made as a result ofDACOWITS' work include coed bootcamps, 
the gender "nonning" of fitness standards, programs to address sexual harassment, and 
family friendly work policies. These institutional changes benefit both men and women, 
and help the U.S. military maintain its reputation as the best in the world. Whoever is 
appointed as the next Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness should 
have an in depth understanding of the need to consider the differing needs of servicemen 
and women. and should appreciate the demonstrated benefits of reducing gender based 
discrimination in the armed forces. 

We believ~ that :DACOWITS must be re-established under the Fedri Advisory 
Committee Act with the mission to advise the Secretary of Defense on a broad range of 
matters relating to women in the military. Additionally. it must be restored to its former 
status through an increase in its membership to at least25, to be chosen from diverse 
backgrounds, and this Committee should be supported with an adequate budget to carry 
out the analysis and data collection which has proven so valuable in the past. We are 
confident in your dedication to creating an enabling and supportive environment, so that 
our servicemen and women can reach their full potential and contribute the best of their 
skills and abilities to the protection of our country. The revitalization ofDACOWITS 
would greatly facilitate this goal. Thank you for your attention to this important issue. 

Sincerely. 

B. MALONEY _... __ __ 

Member of Congress 

1 Stone, Andrea. "Women Warriors Play an Essential Role in Military." USA WDAY. 11 January 2002. 
http://www.usatoday.com!newslsej!ll/2002/01110/warriors.htm. (Accessed 31 March 2009). 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

M>.Jorurt (2112) 22!1-!50111 
F..,...._. 1202)225-4784 
MoNOOrrt (202) 225-6074 

www .oversight.house.go\1 

April15, 2009 

DARRELL E. 18&'., CALIFORN~ 
RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 

DAN IIURTON.INDIANI. 
JOHN M. McHUGH, NEW VOAK 
JOHN L MICA. FLORIDA 
MARl< E. SOlDER, INlbiNA 
TODD RIJSSEI.l. PLATla PENNSYlVANIA 
JOHN J. DUNCAN. J~ .. TENHESBEE 
MK;iW;L R. TURNER. OHIO 
LYNN A. WESTMORELAND, GEORGIA 
PATRICK T. McHENRY, NORTH CAIIOLINA 
BRIAN P. BILBRA.Y, CALFORNIA 
JIM JORDAN, OHIO 
JEFF A.AKE. ARIZONA 
JEFF PORTENBI;RRY, NEBRASKA 
JASON CHAFFETZ. UTAH 
AAFaJN SCHOCK, lll.l'lOIS 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform and its Subcommittee on 
National Security and Foreign Affairs hereby request your testimony at a joint hearing 
entitled, "Afghanistan and Pakistan: Oversight of a New Interagency Strategy." The 
hearing is scheduled for Wednesday, April29, 2009, at 10:00 AM in room 2154 of the 
Rayburn Hoose Office Building. 

Please contact Andy Wright or Steve Gale at (202) 225-2548 if you have any 
questions. 

Edolphus Towns 
Chairman 

Sincerely, 

Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform 

cc: Darrell Issa 
Ranking Member 

John F. Tierney 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on National Security 

and Foreign Affairs 

Committee on Oversight and Government Refonn 

Jeff Flake 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on National Security and Foreign Affairs 
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April3, 2009 

Assistant Secretary of Dense for Legislative Affairs 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Wilkie: 

308 CANNON Hous. OmCE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202122!>-<1315 
FAX: (2021 225-8440 

Knowing of your interest In veterans issues, I wanted to take this opportunity to update you on a 
letter recently sent to President Obama regarding the status of disabled veterans health care. 

As you may know, President Obama recently stated he desired to institute a policy to save the 
federal government revenue by shifting some of the health care burden from the federal government 
to private Insurance companies related to the care of service-connected and disabled veterans. If 
this policy were to be Instituted, It would have a disastrous set of consequences related to health 
care for disabled veterans. Not only would this plan absolve the federal government of its 
responsibility to these veterans by potentially requiring veterans to pay for their own care, this plan 
would also harm the quality of that care. 

In response to this plan, ~ number of my Republican colleagues and I sent a lette·r urging President 
Obama to remove the proposal from the Fiscal Year 2010 budget and continue to provide service­
connected and disabled veterans the care they deserve. Instead of looking for ways to save money 
by burdening our veterans, I believe that the President should ensure the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs has the resources it needs to fulfill its mandate to treat service-connected injuries 
and disabilities. I beHave the needs of these servicemembers should take national priority over 
partisanship and cost reduction initiatives. 

As a result of the outcry against this proposal, 1 am happy to let you know that President Obama. has 
stated that he will no longer seek approval of this plan. This decision ensures that service-connected 
anc:t disabled veterans will continue to receive the h~alth care they need and deserve. Furthermore, 
please rest assured. that l·wlll continue to urge Congressionalleadersl)ipto provide incr~ • 
funding for heaHh care services to treat service-connected injuries and disabiliti~s. ~ 

I appreciate your interest In veterans issues and will continue to do what I can to not only protect 
existing benefits and programs, but also seek ways to Improve them. H you have any questions or 
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

With kind regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

<: ;::::a:: 47 
Jim Gertach 
Member of Congress 
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18101 37&-7630 
FAX: (610137&-7633 

~.cmm:t 
111 EAsT UwcHLAN AvENUE 

ExTON, PA 19341 
(6101 594-1416 

FAX' (6101 594-1419 

-
MQtmioMIBY IO!llllm: 
&80 MAIN STREET, SUITE 4 

TRAPPI!, PA 19426 
161014~780 

FAX: (610) 409-7988 



... 
JOHN R. CARTER 

31ST DISTRICT, TE'<AS 

HOUSE REPUBLICAN C()NFERENCE 
SECRETARY 

REPUBLICAN STEERING COMMITTEE 

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIAnONS 

SUBCOMUITTEE~ 

MILrrARY CONSTRUCTION AND 
VETERANS' AffAIRS 

HOMELAND SECU~ITV 

TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING AND 

URBAN D£vELOPMENT 

QCongress of tfJe Wntteb ~tates 
J)oust of l\tprtsrntattbts 
lillaSbtngton, }91! 20515-4331 

April 21, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense 
Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

liAS-TON QFRCE: 

409 CANNON HousE OmcE BuiLOING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20615 

1202) 225-38&4 

http://carter.house.gov 

DI&TIIICT OFFICES; 

1717 N. 1~5, SUITE 303 
RouND RocK. TX 78664 

1512124&-1600 

6544-8 Soum GENERAL Bnuce D~1ve 
TEMPU, TX 765112 

1254) &33-1392 

The people of Central Texas proudly support the Active Duty (AD) and Active Duty Family 
Members (ADFM) assigned to Fort Hood, Texas. Metroplex Adventist Hospital is located 
within 1 mile of an entrance to Ft Hood and works very closely with Darnall Army Medical 
Center in the coordination and support of health care service delivery to our soldiers and their 
families. Metroplex has become one of the nation's largest community providers to TRICARE 
beneficiaries and is essential for military readiness and support. 

Metroplex is in a unique position relative to its ongoing provision of health care services to the 
AD and ADFM of Ft. Hood in the following ways: 

Ft. Hood has approximately 50,000 soldiers assigned to the post; 

Metroplex derives 72% of its patient service revenue from government programs with 
29% being from TRICARE specifically; 

TRlCARE outpatient volume at Metroplex accounts for more than 37% of its total 
outpatient revenue; and, 

In 2008, TRICARE outpatient visits at Metroplex totaled 39,400, of which 10,300 were 
ernergency room visits. 

Most hospitals affected by the reimbursement cuts imposed by TRICARE's Outpatient 
Prospective Payment System (OPPS) will be able to recover lost revenue from other payment 
sources; however, Metroplex will not due to its extraordinary dependence on government 
payment sources for revenue. 

Metroplex is working diligently with the TRICARE Regional Office-South and officials from 
Hwnana Military in seeking an exception to the planned reimbursement cuts that will result from 
OPPS implementation. They have requested this exception in order to remain a vital part of the 
community network of health care service providers. 



For the reasons stated above, I urge you to exempt Metroplex from the OPPS rule, and look 
forward to your response. 

Member of Congress 
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.AD r. 24. 2009 1:20PM 

Clnngress nf f~e lnitelr &;tatu 
mas}Jington. lat 20515 

The Honorable Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Oates: 

Aprll 24, 2009 

No. 0171 P. 2 

This letter is to respectfully request your assistance in reinstating the National Guard 
Joint Counterd!ug Task Foree's Port and Highway Jnter_diction mission, This tasldng 
was terminated nearly 8 years ago and removed from the responsibilities of the National 
· Oua1'd Counterdrug Task Force. We are confident this mission set is both immensely 
important to the nationalsecu1ity of our country and provides outstanding training for our 
soldiers and airmen. 

AI!. you know, the D1ug Trafficking Organi2ations (DTO) along the US-Mexico border 
have become an increased threat to our country. These criminal and ten-orist 
organizations control the avenues of approach to the U.S. and utilize these avenues to 
smuggle humatlS and iUegal narcotics. These same organizations then use the lack of 
oversight on southbound cargo to transport money and weapons to the cartels- thus 
fueling the violence and destruction, 

During the period of National Guard support to Port and Jlighway Interdiction) Texas 
guardsmen were credited with well over $1 billion dollars in drug seizures per year. 
Texas also laid claim to well over $27 million in cash sei2:ures in one year alone. These 
statistics prove the viability and impo1'tance of having Gua1-d ~en and women working 
the secondary search areas along the borde1·- freeing uniformed officers to be out in front 
of the public. 

The threat to Texas and the United States by dmg trafficking organizations is clear. A 
holistic approach must be taken to quell the violence, death and destruction caused by 
these narco-terro1·ist organizations. Port and Highway intenliction is a a·itical aspect of 
this approach and must be reinstated immediately. 

Sincerely, 

Rep. Sam Johnson (TX-03) 

f'IIINTED OIIIIECVCLED PIIPfA 
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Rep. Lamar Smith (TX-21) 

Rep. Kenny Mat-chant (TX-24) 

-~ 
~~0~ 

Rep. Pete Olson {TX~22) 



DAVID R. OBEV, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P. MURTHA. PENNSYLVANIA 
NORMAN D. DICI<S, WASHINGTON 
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN. WEST VIRGINIA 
MARCY KAPTUR. OHIO 
PETER J. vtSCLOSKV, INDiANA 
NITA M.LOMV. NEW YORK 
JOS~ E. SERRANO, NEW VOR( 
ROSA L O&LAURO. CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MORAN. VIRGINIA 

(iongrcss of tht tint tnt ~tatts 
JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSEnS 
EO PASTOII. ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PRICE, NOlin! CAROliNA 
CI4FT EDWARDS, TEXAS 
PATRICKJ. KENNEDV, RHO!>£ ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW VDRK 
LUCILLE ROVBAL·AllARD, CAliFORNIA 
5AM FARR, CAUFORNIA 
.ESSE L. JACKSOI't, Jfi .. IWNOIS 
CAROLYN C. KILPAT!OCK, MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYD. F\.ORIDA 
CHAKA FATTAH, PENrYSVLVANIA 
STEVEN A. IIOTHMAN. NEW JERSEY 
SANRJRO D. BISHOP. JR .. GEORGIA 
~ARION PERAY, AAKANSAS 
11A11BAAA LEE. CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA. CAUFORNIA 
BEll'{ McCOltuM. MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL NEW YORK 
nM RYAN, OHIO 
CA 'DUTCH' RUI'I'eRSBERGER. MARYLAND 
BEN CHANDLER. KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, R.ORIDA 
CIRO ftOORIGUEZ. TEXAS . 
UNCOLN DAVIS. TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SAlAZAR, COLORADO 

Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tltouse of 'Rtprrsrntatiurs 
ltommitttt on appropriations 
;g)ashington; BQ: 20515-6015 

April 3, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BILl YOUNG. FLOIIIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS. KENTUCKY 
FRANK R. WOlF, VIRGNA 
JACK KlNGSTON, GEORGIA 
ROONEY P. FREUNGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS 
ZACH WIWIP. TENNESSEE 
TOM lATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALA8AMA 
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS 
MICHAEL I(. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN A IIlEY CULBERSON. TEXAS 
MAN< S1'EVEN KIRK. IWNOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW. FLORIDA 
DENNIS II. REHBlRG, MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
JO BONNI:R. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE. OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

~K AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
1202) 2204111 

Reference is made to my letter dated February 10,2009, granting authorization 
for members and staff to travel on a CODEL led by Carolyn Maloney, to travel to Naples, 
Rome, and Venice, Italy !md Dublin, Ireland during the approximate period of 
April 14 - 20, 2009. 

The purpose of this addendum letter is to additionally authorize Kevin Jones, staff 
member of the Committee on Appropriations to travel on this CO DEL. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~?:C 
Chainnan 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P, MURTHA. F'E~NSVLVA'IIA 
NOftMAN C. CICI(S, WASHINGTON 
ALAN 8. MOUOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA 
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO 
PETE~ J. VISCLOSICV, IN[')lANA 
NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK 
JOS~ E. S'ERRANO. NEW YOIIK 
ROSA L DELAURO. CONNECllCUT 
JAMES P. MORAN. VIRGINIA 
JOHNW. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS 
EO PASTOR. ARIZONA 

<Ulngrms of the i\nitnt ~tatts 
DAVID E. PRICE, NORlH CAROUNA 
CHET EDWARDS. TEXAS 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHOOE ISLANO 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW VORl( 
LUCILLE ROVBAL.Al.l.MD, CAUFDRNIA 
SAM FAllA. CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L. JACKSON, JR .. IUINOIS 
CAROLYNC KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYO. FLOIIIDA 
CHAKA FATTAH, Pt:NNSYl\/ANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JEASEV 
SANFOIID D. BISHOP, JR., GEORGIA 
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE. CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF, CAliFORNIA. 
MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW VOIIK 
riM RYAN, OHIO 
c.A. "DUTCH" RUPP£ASBER<lER. MAFIYLANO 
BEN CHANDLER. KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA 
CIAO ROOIIIGUEZ. TEXAS 
UNCOLN DAVIS. TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO 

The Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

!\oust of 1RtprtStnmttur.s 
~mmittu on gpproprtations 
Uashington. llft 20515-6015 

April 7, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BIU YOUNG, FlORIDA 
HAROlD ROGERS. KENlUCKY . 
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK Qi'lG$TON. GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FRELINGH\JYSEN. NEW JERSEY 
TOOO TIAHRT, KANSAS 
v.cH WAMP. TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOLT. ALAB.AIAA 
JO ANN EMERSON. MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER. TEXAS 
MICHAEL K SIMI'SGN.ID-'HO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS 
~IC STE\EN KtRK, ILUNOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, R.ORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG. MONTANA 
JOHN A. CARTER. TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANDER. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
JO BONNER. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE. OHIO 
TOM CDLE, OI:LAHOMA 

CLI:RK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY FHETC 

TELEPHONE; 
12021225-2771 

Reference is made to my letter dated February 10, 2009, granting authorization for 
members and staff of the Committee on Appropriations to travel to Italy and Ireland on April 14-
20,2009. 

The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize travel and per diem expenses incurred 
by post personnel traveling outside of their duty station in support ofCODEL travel. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

rv6«o't DavidR.O~ Chairman lbey / 

IIIII II 



Qtougrc55 nf tiJC )ltuifcb States 
Dasl1htgtnu, ilQ: 20515 

April 9, 2009 

President Barack Obama , 
TI1e White House 
1600 PellllSylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Re: Funding for the Purchase ofF~22s in the FY2010 Department ofDefense Budget 

Dear President Obama: 

We are gravely concerned regarding recently announced plans to cap production of the F-
22A Raptor at 187 aircraft. Simply put, this number is insufficient to meet potential threats to 
America and to guarantee our nation's air superiority decades into the future. Over 30 air 
campaign studies completed over the last I 5 years have validated a requirement for far more than 
187 F-22 Raptors to replace the original force of 800 F~ 15 A-D Eagles. The decision announced 
by Secretary Gates not only ignores these facts, but also the validated requirement of our very 
own Air Force. 

, . . :Ui i . : ·Sec;_retary Gat~s indica~ed his co~tment to the F-~?·J·9~l ~~~ f~ghter as Ame~ca's 
· '· 5; ~eneration ·fighter Jet. While the JSF 1s a very capable pl~~~:·M.t$ destgned for multi-role 
s~ ~sions and: not op~zed for the air dominance .• ~ssforis of the F;-. .. ~'2> !vforeover, it is 
several years away from full· scale production. · \ \ • · · 

. . 
As discussed in the January 21 letter to you signed by.J94 House Members, the F-22 

program annually provides over $12 billion of economic·activity to the national economy. As 
we face one of the most trying economic times in recent history it is imperative to preserve 
existing high paying, specialized jobs that are critical to our nation's defense. Over 25,000 
Americans work for the 1,000+ suppliers in 44 states that manufacture this aircraft. Moreover, it 
is estimated that another 70,000 additional Americans indirectly owe their jobs to this program. 

Mr. President, in light of these concerns and in consideration of the importance oftbe F~ 
22 program to both American national and economic security, we strongly urge you to 
reconsider this decision and to certify that continued production of this vital asset is indeed in the 
national interest ofthe United States. 

Sincerely, 

I'AlNTED ON RECYCI.ED PAP£FI 

Phil Gingrey 
Member of Congress 



~~\--
Member of Congress 

TomPri 
___.Me.tiioer of Congress 

Rob Bishop 
Member of Congress 

John Carter 
Member of Congress 

Ralph Hall 
Member of Congress 

-S~ 
Sam Johnson 
Member of Congress 
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ci;6o~~ 
~o~dAb:;fr 

Member of Congress 

~~ 

~E.z;-.,., . 
EhJah Cummings ~ 
Member of Congress 

lk~ 
Dean Heller 
Member of Congress 

.lit:.JJ ~ tJJ. .(.J 
Michael T. McCau[ 
Member of Congress . 

Re: Funding for the Pur:::base ofF ·22s in the FY20 10 Department of Defense Budget · 



~1.11{~ 
Patrick McHenry 
Member of Congress 

endrick Meek 
Member of Congress 

Carol Shea-Porter 
Member of Congress 

Don Young 
Member of 

;:r-fi/4 
Kenny Marchant 
Member of Congress 
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~&h4J 
Rlchard Neal 
Member of Congress 

BJQS~ 
Bill Shuster 
Member of Congress 

.~~flv~~ 
Paul Broun 
Member of Congress 

Re: Funding for the Purcha.<~e of F-22s in the FY20 10 Departmem of Defense Budget 



STEVEN R. ROTHMAN 
9TH OISTlllc:;T, NEW JeRSEY 

2303 RAV8UAN House OFFICE BUILDING 
WAS"INGTQN, DC 20515 

1202122!>-5061 
fAX (202) 225-5861 

DISTRICT OFFICES: 

25- MAIN STFIEET 

COUATI'I.AZA 
HACKENSACK, NJ 07601-7089 

12011646-0808 
FAX 12011646-1944 

1 30 CENTRAL AIIENUE 
JERSEY CITY, NJ 07306-2118 

(201) 798-1366 
fAX 1201) 791H725 

Olnngrrss of t4r Jtntttb ~atts 
lhtust of &prtstntatiuts 
Blas~tugtnn.IK!t 20515 

Aprill3, 2009 

COMMmEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

SUBCOMMmeE ON DE FENS£ 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON STATe. 
FOIIEIGN OPERATIONS AND 

RELATED PIIOGIIAMS 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
HOMELAND SECIJIUTV 

COMMITTEE ON 
SCIENCE 1\NO TECHNOLOGY 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
SPACE AND AeRONAUTICS 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
INVESTIGATIONS AND OV£RSIGHT 

WEBSITE AND E-MAIL ACCESS: 
http~Jwww.houte.!lfW/rothman 

The Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Secretary 
Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Oates: 

As a supporter of the Obama Administration's Iraq withdrawal plan, I would ask that, as 
practicable, the Department of Defense withdraw National Guard troops prior to any other 
military personnel. 

The National Guard has a well established history of keeping our homeland safe. Their 
deployment in Iraq places states in difficult situations. States are more likely to be impaired 
when responding to an emergency because ofthe small number of personnel available and the 
absence of essential equipment. The personal and financial strain placed on the National Guard 
and their families are particularly difficult due to the fact that the majority of National Guard 
men and women work full-time jobs in addition to their military service. 

In my home state of New Jersey, pending before the State Senate is a resolution declaring 
that the Congressional Authorization for the Use of Military Force (AUMF) of October 16, 2002, 
has expired, and urging the President to return all New Jersey National Guard troops. New Jersey 
is not alone in this sentiment. States such as Oregon, New Mexico, Maryland, Vennont, and 
many others have similar measures pending in their state legislatures . 
. · '• .· 

Our soldiers deserve the most thoughtful and sound plan to return home. I respectfully 
request that, as soon as practicable, the Department of Defense prioritize the withdrawal of 
National Guard troops from Iraq before other military personnel. I look forward to your kind and 
prompt reply: · · 

SRR:ag 

PAINT£D ON RECYClED PAPE:R 

·sincerely, 

Sl-~~ 
Steven R. Rothman 
Member of Congress· 
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Mr. Christian P. Marrone 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs (Acting) 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Marrone: 

JOHN M. McHUGH, NEW YORK 
ROSCOE G. BAAruTT, MARV\.AND 
HOWARD P. "BUCI(" McKEON. CAliFORNIA 
MAC THORNBERRY, 1EXAS 
WALTER 8. JONES, NORTH CAROliNA 
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~KE ROGERS. ALABAMA 
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CATHY MdoiOIIIIIS RODGERS, WASHINGTON 
1(. MICHAEl OONAWAV, TEXAS 
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ROB WITIMAN, VIRGNA 
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DUNCAN HUNTER. CAUFO~IA 
JOHN C FLEMING, lOUISIANA 
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ERIN<,;. CONATQN, STAFF !>RECTOR 

I am writing to request that Mr. Steven R. Miller, Director of Operations Analysis 
Procurement Planning Division for the Office of the Secretary of Defense, Cost Analysis 
Improvement Group, and Mr. Joshua T. Hartman, Director of the Space and Intelligence 
Capabilities Office and Senior Advisor to the Undersecretary ofDefense for Acquisition, 
Technology and Logistics, testify before the House Anned Services Subcommittee on Strategic 
Forces on space system acquisitions and the industrial base on Thursday, April30, 2009 at 1:00 
PM in room 2212 Rayburn House Office Building. 

Over the past decade, most national security space acquisition programs have 
experienced significant cost growth and schedule delays. The subcommittee requests your 
testimony on the causes of these problems, and on the capacity of the space industrial base to 
deliver satellites in a timely and cost-effective manner. Specifically, the subcommittee would 
ask that you address the fo11owing questions: What are the root causes of cost growth and 
schedule delays in the acquisition of national security space systems? Are plans for national 
security space acquisitions properly balanced with the industry's capacity to deliver? What 
recommendations should the Congress or the executive branch consider for addressing these 
problems? 

Conunittee Rule 13 provides that witness statements must be delivered to the committee 
at least 48 hours in advance of the hearing to facilitate distribution to the members. Therefore, it 
is requested that 35 copies of their prepared statements be delivered to Mr. Zach Steacy in room 
2216 Rayburn House Office Building by the morning of Tuesday. Apri128, 2009. In addition, 
consistent with the House rules requirement to make materials from hearings electronically 
available to the general public, Committee Rule 13 requires that witness statements be provided 
to the committee in electronic fonn. This request may be satisfied by a transmittal via e-mail to 
zachary.steacy@mail.house.gov or disk. 



Mr. Christian P. Marrone 
April 17, 2009 
Page Two 

I appreciate your assistance and look forward to Mr. Miller and Mr. Hartman's testimony. 
Should you have any questions, please contact Mr. Bob DeGrasse on the committee staff at (202) 
225-2191. 

EOT:bd 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
ELLEN 0. TAUSCHER 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Strategic Forces 
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DARRELL E. ISSA, CALIFORNIA 

RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 

COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM 
2157 RAYBURN HousE OFFICE BuiL.DING 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington~ DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6143 

Majority (202)225-5051 
Minority (202) 225-5074 

April 21 ~ 2009 

The House Committee on Oversight and Govermnent Reform is the principal oversight 
committee in the U.S. House of Representatives. Under Rules X and XI ofthe Rules of the 
House of Representatives, the Committee is investigating government-wide vulnerabilities 
related to information security, particularly in the area of cyber security. 

Today~ The Wall Street Journal reported that computer spies may have infiltrated the 
Department of Defense's Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) Program, which is reportedly the most 
expensive weapons program ever managed by the Department. 1 Citing both current and former 
government officials as a source, the article reports that cyber attackers were able to copy data 
related to the design and electronics system of the F-35 Lightning II by infiltrating the computer 
systems of contractors involved with theJSF Program? Further, the article reports that these 
attacks may have originated from a foreign source. 

If true, these allegations are serious and potentially far-reaching. Given the potential 
national security implications of this matter, we hereby request that the Department provide 
Committee staff with a briefing regarding the events alleged in the above article. After receiving 
this briefing, the Committee may request additional briefmgs and/or information from the 
Department. 

1 "Computer Spies Breach Fighter-Jet Project," The Wall Street JoumtJI (April21, 2008), p. AI. 
2 See id. 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Page2 

To arrange the briefmg, please have your staff contact Christopher Knauer or Kevin 
Barstow with the Majority staff at (202) 225·5051 and Christopher Bright with the Minority staff 
at (202) 225·5074. In the meantime, if you have any questions related to this request, please do 
not hesitate to contact us directly or have your staff contact Committee staff. The allegations 
raised in this article are serious and we appreciate your understanding of the urgency of this 
request. 

Sincerely, 

Darrell lssa 
Ranking Member 
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President Barack Obama 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President, 

April21, 2009 
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I have told people that I think it is reasonable to wait on the question of repealing the anti·gay 
military policy until you have put the Iraq policy in place and some dust has settled with the 
military. Specifically, I've argued that we should be doing hate crimes and a nondiscrimination 
bill this year, and deal with the military policies for next year. But the recent statement by 
Secretary Gates suggesting that it isn't clear that we're ever going to do this is not only very 
disappointing to me personally, but a source of significant unhappiness among people who 
supported you very strongly. I realize that this was Secretary Gates' musing and not your 
position, but given the fact that he is the Secretary of Defense and said it, I think it is important, 
and I have told this to both Rahm and Greg, that you make it clear that this is not your 
administration\ s policy and that you do intend to get to it in this Congress. 

THIS STA110NEIW PAINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED ft8EIIS 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April 22, 2009 

I am writing to infonn you of my intention to lead a delegation to Jordan, Qatar, 
Iraq, and the United Kingdom during the approximate time period of May 6-12, 2009. 
The purpose of this trip is to meet with government officials in each country to discuss 
issues of mutual concern. For protocol purposes only, spouses of Members may travel at 
no cost to the government. A list of authorized Members and staff will follow at a later 
date. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Air Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108 (g). 

Thank you in advance for youf.piumpt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

1\a-n ?~ 
NANCY;tOSI 
Speaker o;"t House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 
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Dear Secretanc.SJIAu: 

April 24, 2009 
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I write to strongly recommend that.you read Andrew Krepinevich's book, 7 Deadly 
Scenarios: A Military Futurist Explores War in the itst Centun'. which was published by 
Bantam earlier this year, at your earliest convenience. 

Drawing on his extensive research as a consultant to several secretaries of defense. the 
CIA, the Homeland Security Counci~ and the Joint Forces Command, Mr. Krepinevicb offers a 
grave assessment of seven critical global trends and their potential to develop into security crises 
for the United States. He paints a stark picture of the enormous security challenges we vm.I 
experience should Pakistan collapse, dirty bombs be detonated inside the U.S., or the world 
experience a global pandem~c. to name a few. 

7 Deadly Scenarios has received acclaim from Sens. Jack Reed and Joe Li~ as 
well as national security journalists, such as Tom Ricks. I have enclosed a sUmmary of the book. 
key reviews, and his full biography for your reference. 

Best wishes. 

FRW:tc 

TillS STATICIIIIERY I'RINlCO ON PAI'm MAOE Of RECYCLED FIBEfiS 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April 25, 2009 

I am writing to infonn you of my intention to lead a delegation to China during 
the approximate time period ofMay 22-31,2009. The purpose of this trip is to meet with 
government officials in each country to discuss issues of mutual concern. For protocol 
purposes only. spouses of Members may travel at no cost to the government. A list of 
authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date. 

It would be appreciated if the Deparbnent of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission. as 
well as Air Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter . 

I' . Sincerely, 

no..'-'1?~ 
NANCY PELO~I 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 
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ThC Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Department ofDefe~ 
Washington DC 20301-1 000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ONE HUNOAEO ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

April 28, 2009 

IRINC. CCNATOH. STAff IIIREC'IOR 

In your April6, 2009 press conference on fiscal year 2010 major budget issues you 
announced a series of key defense program equipment decisions that you had recommended to 
the President. 

In support of your view that the American people deserve "to learn of these 
recommendations fully and in context," we would very much appreciate being provided, by the 
time the fiscal year 2010 budget is submitted to Congress, the background materials that led to 
your decisions. 

We ask that the materials provided by the services to your offme in supporting their 
recommendations be provided. as well as the anaJysis completed. the options considered, the 
supporting rationale for your final decision, and the detailed recommendation you made to the 
President for the F-22, Combat Search and Rescue-X, F-35, Joint Cargo Aircrnft, Future Combat 
Systems, KC-X, and the Next Generation Bomber. The requested detailed infonnation for each 
program of interest is provided in attachments. 

Sincerely, 

11Yf,~·o ~ 
'-' r~eil~bercrornbie 

Chainnan, 

NAIRB:bg 
Enc. 

Air and Land Forces 
Subcommittee 

Roscoe Bartlett 
Ranking Member, 
Air and Land Forces 

Subcommittee 
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Written recommendations made and supporting materials provided by the Department of the Air 
Force for the FY 2010 budget and Future Years Defense Program for the quantity and budget for 
the KC-X program. 

The analysis completed by your office; the options considered; the supporting rationale for your 
fina1 decision; and the detailed recommendation made to the President. 

Subsequent to your April 6 press conference, you were quoted by two news organizations a~ 
saying that the program costs oftwo KC-X variants would be an additional $7-14 billion. Please 
provide the analysis and data that supports how $14 billion was detennined to be the upper limit 
of the estimate. 

Concmting cost and schedule, how did you arrive at your decision to conduct a competition that 
would result in the down select to only one wiMer? 

Attachment 6 



Next Generation Bomber (NOB) 

Written recommendations made and supporting materials provided by the Air Force for the FY 
2010 budget and Future Yeats Defense Program for the quantity and budget for the NGB 
program. 

The analysis completed by your'office; the options considered; the supporting rationale for your 
final decision; and the detailed recommendation made to the President. 

Given the current phase of the NOB acquisition program, please provide your specific concerns. 
issues and aspects of the acquisition program that support your statement "we will not pursue a 
development program ... until we have a better understanding ofthe need, tbe requirement. and 
the technology." 

Please provide the amount and status of any previous or current fiscal year funds 
authorized/appropriated, obligated and expended for the NGB program. 

Please provide the status of any NGB acquisition program contracts awarded and the estimated 
tennination liability costs associated with each. 

Please provide a detailed description of the public and/or private sector workforce impacts and 
risks involved with preservation ofindustrial base capabilities associated with tennination ofthe 
NOB program. 

Attachment 7 
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- Honorable Roberts M. Gates 
The Pentagon 
Washington. D.C. 

Dear Secretary Oates: 

Washington, 'SU: 10515-0511 

May 1, 2009 
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I am writing this letter to respccUUily request tbat yoll restrict any military personnol 
from lcavin& the United States and crossins into Mexico. I urge that you take immediate action. 
of this important matter. 

A3 you know, the recent spread of the ''Swine Flu" bas caused IIWlY to fall gravely ill in 
the United States. This mondng, officials at Marine Base Camp Pendleton confirmed that two 
Marines have "Swine Flu" and are currently hospitalized and recovering in quarantine. In 
addition, a third Marine at Air Grollnd Combat Center at Twentynine Palms bas been infected. 
He is cw-rently in isolation along with 30 of his fellow Marines that he came in contact with. 

While there have been limited deaths iD. the U.S. related to this illness, it is impmative 
that we are proactive in preventing OQl' men and wonten in uniform ftom contracting this deadly 
virus. In Older to maintain ~mbat effectiveness and prevent the spread of this siekness lO other 
members of our military and their families, we must temporarily prohibit the travel of U.S. 
military pet1ionnel into Mexic.o which is highly infected with lhe '"Swine Flu." 'Furth.ennore. the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Conttol and Prevention (CDC) issUed an April 27 notice recommCDding 
that American ~itizcns avoid all nonessential travel to Mexico at this time. It would be rccldcss 
and irresponsible if we did not heed tbis warning and cOIUinucd to allow our servjce personnel to 
cross into Mexico. 

can Hunter 
Member of Congress 
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The Honorable William J. Lynn III 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
1010 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1010 

Dear Secretary Lyrm: 

ONE HIJNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

April 30, 2009 
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ERIN C. CONATON, STAFF DIRECTOR 

. You are invited to testify before the House Armed Services Committee on The 
Department of Defense at High Risk: The Chief Management Officer's Recommendations for 
Acquisition Reform and Related High Risk Areas on Wednesday, May 6, 2009 at 10:00 AM in 
room 2118 Rayburn House Office Building. 

Committee Rule 13 provides that witness statements must be delivered to the committee 
at least 48 hours in advance of the hearing to facilitate distribution to the members. Therefore, it 
is requested that 120 copies of your prepared statement be delivered to room 2120 Rayburn 
House Office Building by Monday, May 4, 2009. fu addition, consistent with the House rules 
requirement to make materials from hearings electronically available to the general public, 
Committee Rule 13 requires that witness statements be provided to the committee in electronic 
form, This requ~st inay be satisfied by a transmittal via e-mail to Caterina Dutto at 
caterina.dutto@mail.house.gov. 

I appreciate your willingness to appear before the committee and look forward to your 
testimony. Should you have any questions, please contact Andrew Hunter on the committee staff 
at (202) 225-6703 or at andrew.hunter@mail.house.gov. 

IS:cd 

ViyllJ~ref=:=-~ 
IKE SKELTON 
Chairman 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary :~~. 

U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April 30, 2009 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Ed Pastor, Chairman of the House 
delegation to the US-Mexico Interparliamentary Group, to lead a delegation of Members 
and staff to Seattle, Washington during the approximate period of June 5-7, 2009. The 
purpose of the trip is to attend the annual meeting of the US-Mexico InterparJiamentary 
Group. For protocol purposes only, spouses of Members may travel at no cost to the 
government. A list of authorized travelers will follow at a later date. 

It would be appreciated if the Deparbnent of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Air Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
offtmds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

r)ly, (/>~ 

NAN;::L; 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk· 
U.S. House of Representatives 

liD 



The Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April 30, 2009 

This is in fUrther reference to my letter of February 23, 2009, regarding Codel 
Hoyer. 

Please note the new dates of May 26-29, 2009, and that the delegation will only 
be traveling to Denmark. 

It would be appreciated if the Department ofDefimse would furnish such asaiatauce 
as is n~. ind.u~ transportation, to *ilitate tlUa mission. as wen as Marine · 
escort b)(e) military air transportation. Autborization fur the expenditure 
of funds fur the actUal and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt atteotion to this matter. 

r;or~ 
NANCY PELOSI 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 2030 l . 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April 30, 2009 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Rush Holt, a Member of the House 
Democracy Assistance Commission (HDAC), to lead a delegation to Macedonia, 
Kosovo, and Bosnia and Herzegovina on official business during the approximate time 
period of May 25- Jwte 2, 2009. The main pwpose of this trip is to conduct meetings 
with members of the Kosovo Assembly and of the Assembly of the Republic of 
Macedonia in conjunction with the mission of the Commission. In Bosnia, the delegation 
will meet with members of the national parliament, the national executive, and entity 
leaders regarding the status of Bosnia's governance. A list of authorized Members and 
staff will follow at a later date. Spouses of Members may travel at no cost to the 
government for protocol purposes onJy. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Marine escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of fimds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

VJ-.tt?~.-) 
NANCY PELOSI 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk . 
U.S. House of Representatives 



MIKE COFFMAN 
SI'H DISTIIICT, COLQMDO 

ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE 

NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITIEE 

SMALL BUSINESS COMMITTEE 

atnngress nf t~.e lnit.eb ~tatts 
lfllU!Ie of lepnsentatiue.a 

Wu~tngbm. Ia! 2D.51.5-06.D& 

April 15, 2009 

President Barack Obama 
t 600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 

President Obama, 

lliOIII..oNGwOmt HOUIIl OFfiCI IUILPING 
W-cri'ON, DC2D61B 

(2021226-7882 

OfSTIIICT OfFICE: 
8220 KIUME~ Dll1w 

SunE220 
l.cNE TREE, CO 80124 

(720)26M772 

As you are well aware, piracy has become a serious threat to both American and international 
shipping. The majority of these pirate attacks have taken place along the coastline of Somalia­
a coastline the same length as the United States eastern seaboard- and in the Gulf of Aden north 
of Somalia. 

The recent kidnapping of Captain Richard Phillips following a raid on his commercial ship, the 
Maersk Alabama, by Somali pirates proves more aggressive action is needed to combat piracy. 
The incident involving the Maersk Alabama was a spectacular show of courage. good luck, the 
extraordinary military skill of U.S. Special Forces and the smart decision-making by the Captain 
of the USS Bainbridge, Commander Frank Castellano. Unfortunately, in the future, the pirates 
may be unwilling to take a ship's Captain hostage to protect the safety of the crew or the crew of 
a merchant vessel may be unable to fight back. They were very lucky that the U.S. Navy arrived 
before the pirates were able to make it back to land which would have made it extremely difficult 
to track them down. 

The piracy problem is not a law enforcement challenge because the pirates have umestricted 
access to Somali port facilities and Jand bases that are sanctioned by the governing institutions of 
Somalia irrespective of how dysfunctional they are. This is a military problem and these attacks 
on U.S. merchant ships constitute an act of war on the United States. 

A new course of action should be reviewed. Sending U.S. Warships to patrol these waters isn't 
enough to protect U.S. flagged merchant ships. This is an area that is 1.1 million square miles 
and the U.S. Navy, or any navy, has their hands full trying to protect this vital shipping lane. 
The placement of small detachments ofU.S. Marines or sailors aboard U.S. flagged merchant 
ships would help bring an end to the piracy problem ·off of the coast of Somalia for U.S. 
commercial shipping. This would be a much more cost effective way of ending any advantage 
that the pirates have. New rules of engagement should give U.S. military personnel, ·assigned to 
U.S. merchant ships, the authority to engage any small boat if it demonstrates hostile intent when 
approaching a U.S. merchant ship. 
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There is a precedent for using U.S. military personnel on U.S. flagged merchant vessels. During 
WWII, U.S. military personnel were deployed on U.S. flagged ships to provide protection. 
These detachments were called "The Naval Armed Guard," and were established ¢er the 1941 
repeal of the ''Neutrality Act of 1936," which had outlawed the arming o U.S. merchant vessels. 

It isn't necessary to talk about military operations against the pirates along the Somali coastline 
when we have the option to put small military detachments on board U.S. commercial ships. 
These raids would not only put members of our military unnecessarily at risk but there would 
always be the potential for collateral damage causing harm to the innocent hostages and civilians 
in the target areas. 

Mr. President, how many sailors and Marines are available for such actions and are you willing 
to temporarily station military detachment on U.S. flagged merchant ships? 

Thank you for your time and I look forward to your response. 

· Sincerely, 

.,4e,g__ 
Mike Coffman, M.C. 

CC: The Honorable Robert Gates 



(fJ:ongrtss e.f tbt 1tnittb 6tattf 
IIIMbingtllllt Jilt 20515 

The Honomble Robert M. Oates 
Secretary ofDefensc . 
1000 Defense P~tagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

MayS·.2009 

Your internal budget process :consistS of serious deliberation on threat analysis, risk 
assessment and cost benefit tradeoff's in r<:gard to budg.etary decisions-. This infonnation is 
ctitical for Members of Congress and the publlcto knQW, l:ind for this reason I am· concerned 
about·a disturbingttend·ofrestrieting budget and inspection information within the·Department 
of Defense. 

I understand that you· recently •ed senior official$ in the O~t to sign a Non· 
disclosure Agreement as it relates to the President• s FYl 0 Budget proposal. While I fully 
understand ihat some of1hese discussions must be kept confidential, I am co.ncetned.tbat 1) this 
agreement is not. strictly limited to predecisional discussions, and l) .that COrlgi:eSS may be 
excluded from oversight ana en.g'~ent due to the restrictions put in place by- this aa,teem~t• 

Specifically .• the Agreement states that, budget-related information restrieted ineludes . 
"[information,] p~edeeisional or otllenvise, concerning the Administration~s deliberation of the 
natw-e and amounts of the President's budget fot:Fiscal Year.2010, and any supplemental budget 
request submitted during the current fiscal year . ., Can I expect a candid. answer from a senior 
military official When I ask them. about the process used· to establi~ priori~ies, either now, or 
after the President's detailed Budget is released to the public? Members of Congress deserve 
candid answers &om senior military officers that are not suppressed or censored--either·direCtly. 
or implicitly via a culture of regulations that muzzles their independent ptofessionalJudgm~. 

. We are well.aware that only tht President. and his ~taff ~ th~ ftiJ[ revenue~ IUld resOOI'<le 
requirements of the Vnit~ States Government, and lJlembers of his Administration are expected 
to implement his guidance. However, the Constitution charges:Conp~ not the Bxeeutive~ with 
the mandate to raise-and support armies and.na-vies, and it grants authority to Con.gress to fund 
the budget for our defense and the o~ constitutional ~nsibilities. I am con~el11t41mtt 
these restrictions on the deliberation of these tradeoff! ·ate reflected in th«W Pr.esident'·s Budget this 
year and future years severely and unnecessarily limits the Congress .in these constitutional 
duties. 

The COngress, and the. Nation as a whQle, can ill-afford 1)1¢ Nl;ltion•s seniQr military 
l®dership to be forced to equivocate or be pedantic in so far as their professional opinion is 
coneemed; particularly as it relates to risk "Caleulation. and thteat analysis associated with. the' 
priorities of the Departmei:lt ofDefe~ and the allocation of taxpayer dollars~ 



F~Qte, I am concerned: to learn that previously Ul)elassified INSURV ~ions 
will now be classified. It js sometirn~ only through tbemedja~·pt~plic awareness •. as was this 
case with the inspections of "the- USS Stoot and USS Cltt:Jsin, tbat.we team of the urgent need to 
address some of the Shortfalls the miiifary hu,..including the $417millioti shortfall m 4!1bip depot 
maintenanec . .fot t1iis. year alone. If~ ~ports· are cla$sifi.ed, we are unable tQ oommunleate 
these needs: tQ the pl,lblic. 

Lastly, .. senior .Army,ofticials abruptly wilhdr:ew·toom a recent heaiing .before the House 
Armed Services Ak and Land Forees Subcommittee dnFuture Combat sysu:m. This: hearing 
was to focys. oothe· status of the FCS program in lig}tt of a recent OAO ~Ott that blade 
~endations on this ·system. The$e actions conthme to:·C.®trlbute,to the perceptiOn thatfthe 
Department in not interested h1 engaging w,ith Congress to determine: the best ~ble salution. 
The classification of inspections and excluding Congress :from budgetary discUSSion serve as an 
impediment for Congress to fulfill its constitutional responsibility to .provide the necessary. 
.resources to support our national security st:r$egy and the rest ofthe federal govemm"nt. 

More than ever, our budget needs a close look. In f~ President. 0~ indicated in -one 
of hiS ftrSt Executive Orders cotwer.ning the Freedom of Information A«, tbat "A dem.Oci'acy 
requires a«ountabflity, and accountability tcquires ttanspaieil.GY'. As JUStice Louis Bnnldeis. 
wrote, "sunlight is said to be the best of .disinfectantS."' ·welulderstand.tha,t most bud~ 
<;lOG~~ ~-~ot ~u~jectto FOJA -\l®.er ~ VSG S$2{b)(S)t.and it 1U8f be timely ·to rec~er 
this exemption. · 

There·is no more serious responsibility that PresidentObama,. ~or we haw tltati tO_ 
ensure the security ofthia great. Nation. We remain.strong suPPQJ'tefJ of. yQut efforts AAd of tbe 
candor witb which you have 1estifietl'hefQre Congress. We look.fbrward to WOiking witnyou to 
ensure our Nation has the defense it needs. Thanks you for your assistance~ 

Sincerely, 

~ ' 

! 

' 
i 





----------------------

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This Jetter will authorize the Honorable John Tanner, Chairman of the House 
NATO Parliamentary Assembly (NATO PA) group, to lead a delegation of Members and 
staff to Norway, Sweden, and Finland during the approximate periodofMay 22-31, 
2009. The purpose of this trip will be to attend the NATO PA's Spring Session and to 
meet with govermnent officials in each country in conjunction with the mission of the 
Assembly. For protocol purposes only, spouses of Members may travel at no cost to the 
government. A list of authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Air Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of funds for the actual and·necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). . 

Please also note that Mr. David Hobbs, Secretary General of the NATO PA, has 
been invited to travel with the delegation in-theatre. 

· Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

n~ 'P~ 
NANCYP~OSJ 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April 23, 2009 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Richard E. Neal, Chairman of the US­
Ireland Interparliamentary Group, to lead a delegation ofMembers and staff to Ireland, 
Northern Ireland, and the United Kingdom during the approximate period of June 26-
July 5, 2009. The purpose of the trip is to express the United States' strong support for 
the new power-sharing government in Belfast and to meet with government officials in 
both countries to discuss issues of mutua] concern. For protocol pwposes only, spouses 
may travel at no cost to the government. A list of authorized travelers will follow at a 
Jaterdate. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Air Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

ndln~?~. 
NANCYPEL I 
Speak~ 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Mi11er, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



IKE SKELTON, MISSOURI, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN SPRATT, SOUTH CAROLINA 
SOLOMON P. ORTIZ, TEXAS 
GENE TAYLOR, MISSISSIPPI 
NEIL ABERCROMBIE. HAWAII 
SILIIESTRE REYES, TEXAS 
VIC SNYDER, ARKANSAS 
AOI>M SMITH, WASHINGTON 
LDIIETTA SANCHEZ, CALIFORNIA 
MIKE MciNTYRE, NORTH CAROUNA 
ELLEN 0. TAUSCHER, CALIFOilNIA 
ROBERT A. BRACY, PENNSYLVANIA 
ROBEFJT ANOAEYIS, NEW JERSEY 
SUSAN A. DAVIS, CALIFORNIA 
JAMES R. L.ANGEVIN, RHODE ISLAND 
RICK LARSEN. WASHINGTON 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

it.~. ~o~e of l\epresentatibes 
UllaJbington. J)( 20515--6035 

JIM COOI'EII, TENNESSEE 
Jl\/l MARSHALL, GEORGIA 
MADEt.EI>JE Z. BORDAUO. GUAM 
BRAD ELLSWORTH, INDIANA 
PATMCK J. UUAPHV, Pf!NNSYLVANIA 
HANK JOHNSON, GEORGIA 
CAROL SIEA·PORTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
JOE COURTNEY, CONNEC11CUT 
DAVIO LOEBSACK. IOWA 
JOE SESTAK, PENNSYLVANIA 
GAI3RlEWE GIFFORDS, ARIZONA 
NIKI TSONGAS. MASSACHUSETTS 
GLENN NY£, VIRGINIA 
CHEUJE PINGREE, MAINE 
1.A1U1Y KISSELl. NORTH CAROUNA 
MARTIN HEINRICH, NEW MEXICO 
FRANK M. KRATOVIL, JR., MARYLAND 
ERIC J.J. MASSA. NEW YORK 
BOBEIY BRIGHT, ALAEIAMA 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

May6,2009 

JOHN M. M<:ijlJGH, NEW YORK 
ROSCOE G. SARli.ETT, MARYLAND 
HOWARD P. "BUCK" McKEON. c:AUFORNIA 
MAC THORNBERRY. TEXAS 
WALTER 11 JONES, NORTHCAROUNA 
W. TODD A~IN, MISSOURI 
J. RANDY I'OIISES, VIRGIIIIIA 
JEFF MIUER, FLORIDA 
JOE WLSON. SOUTH CAROLINA 
FRANK A. LoeiONDO. NEW JERSEY 
ROB BISHOP,l.nAH 
MICHAR TURNER. OHIO 
JOHN KLINE, MINNESOTA 
MIKE ROGERS. ALABAMA 
TRENT ~HANKS, ARIZONA 
BILL SHUSTER. PENNSYLVANIA 
CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS, WASHINGTON 
K. MICHAEL COilAWAY, TEXAS 
DOUG LAMBORN, COLOAAOD 
~WITTMAN, \IIRGNA 
MARY FALUN, OKLAHOMA 
DUNCAN HUNTEFL CAUFORNA 
JOHN C. FLEMING, LOUISIANA 
MIKE COfFMAN, COLORADO 
THOMAS J. ROONEY,FLPRIDA 

ERIN C.CONATON, STAFfDIIECTOil 

You are invited to testify before the House Anned Services Committee on the ~iscal Year 
2010 National Defense Budget Request from the Department ofDefense on Wednesday, May 
13, 2009 at 10:00 am in room 2118 of the Rayburn House Office Building. 

Committee Rule 13 provides that witness statements must be delivered to the committee 
at least 48 hours in advance of the hearing to facilitate distribution to the members. Therefore, it 
is requested that 120 copies of your prepared statement be delivered to room 2120 Rayburn 
House Office Building by the morning of Monday, February 4, 2008. In addition, consistent with 
the House rules requirement to make materials from hearings electronically available to the 
general public, Committee Rule 13 requires that witness statements be provided to the committee 
in electronic form. This request may be satisfied by a transmittal via e-mail or disk. 

I appreciate your willingness to appear before the committee and look forward to your . 
testimony. Should you have any questions, please contact Andrew Hunter on the committee staff 
at (202) 225-6703 or at Andrew.Hunter@mail.house.gov. · 

IS:cd 

~~el ~---· 
Ike Skelton 
Chainnan 



TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON 
15TH Dls"NUCT, ILLINOIS 

AGRICULTURE 
GeNEIW. F ...... COMMOOITJ!$ 

AI>ID AlsK MANAGEMENT 

TRANSPORTATION AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
HIGiiWAYS ANb TIU.NSIT 

RAMClADS, f'IPELIIES, AND 
HAZARDOUS MATERiAlS 

April 23, 2009 

Congres• of tbt llniteb Si>tatt• 
J(Jo~e of 1\tptesmtatibe!i 
Ma~tnpon. •~: 20515-1315 

U.S. Department of Defense 
Dr. Robert Gates. Secretary 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
W asbington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

RIEJ\.VTO: 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

D 1207 LONGWORTH HOOBE OFFICE BuiLDING 
WA¥t1NGTON, DC 20515 

D 

D 

D 

1202) 22&-2371 

DISTRICT OR'ICES: 

2004Fox0..,. 
CMMIPAIGN,II. G1820 
1217140~0 

202 NORTH PROSP&CT RoAD 
SUITE 203 

BLooMINGTON, IL 81704 
1309)663-7049 

655 Wf.sT UNCOLif 
UNIT I 

CIWII.ESTON, IL 61920 
12171 348-61611 

1001 MARKET S111E£T 
SullE 102 

MOUNT CARMEL, ll62863 
1618)262-8719 

I am writing you today to lend my support for Cbana Ubs, lnc and their STIR Phase fi 
funding for the Micro-burner based flame Ionization o.tectors for Micro-scale Gas 
Chromatographs. 

Chana Labs is a cutting edge company that currently is workiD.I on vapor and particle 
sampling vacuums, handheld explosive detectors in addition to the ionization detecton. 
Their work will have .a. wide range of uses ancS could prove very useful in National 
Security 8lld fer~ persomel. · 

I ask that ct>ana Lahs, Inc be gi-nil any and all consideration for SITR Ph:ise !1-fi,..&ag. ' 
If you have any questions or if I can be of any assistance please feel free to contact me at 
(217) 403-4690. 

Timothy V. Johnson 
Member of Congress 

. ..., + vr:· ·· ......... 
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ROBERT W£l(LER 

19TH DISTRICT OF FLORID" 

April27, 2009 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20515 

Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense· 
1400 Defense Pentagon · 
Washington, DC 20jOt-1400 

Dear Robert: 

I would like to offer. my sincerest congratulations to you as you J:tegin 
serving as Secretary· of Derense. Your appointment to this position is 
indicative not only of your qualifications to serve, but of your conunitment 
to President Obama's message of change and your desire to lead our nation 
through the many challenges we face. 

At this trying time in our nation's history, I have no doubt that your 
leadership in the U.S. Department of Defense wiD be a benefit to all who 
serve with you, and I look forward to working with you and President 
Obama as we lead our nation in a new direction. Please do not hesitate to 
contact me anytime I may be of assistance to you as you work with 
President Obama, Vice President Bielen, and the Executive Cabinet to 
accomplish these goals . 

. ·- ······· ........ ~--·--,...,...----------...--·-· __ .,.,.. --·-·------· .. --. -....... 
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fii!TER HOl:KSlRA, MICHIGAt4, flANKING MEMBER 
ELTON GAUEOL Y, CALifORNIA 

J .. t.IES M, LEWIS 
MINORITY STAFF DlfiECTOR 

MAC THOIINSERRV, TEXAS 
MIII:E ROGf.RS, MtCHIGAirrrl 
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HOY 8LUH't ~ MISSOURI 
JEFF MILUJI, FLORtDA 
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YANcY PElOSI, SI:JEAIC:EA 
JOHN A. 80EHNE1i!, REPUBliCAN LEADER 

MayS, 2009 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Office of the Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

The Subcommittee on Intelligence Community Management of the House Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence will hold an open hearing on the Government Accounting Office's 
upcoming report on Personnel Security Clearance Reform from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm on 
Tuesday, May 19, 2009. We invite you or your designee to testify at this open session. 

In March of 2008, our Subcommittee requested that the Government Accountability Office 
(GAO} evaluate the joint ODNI-DOD reform effort, relative to best practice standards that GAO 
has used to evaluate other government reform efforts. The Committee also asked GAO to review 
the criteria that the Administration is using to assess the effectiveness of its efforts. The day of 
the hearing, GAO will release its report on those refonn efforts. We request that you be prepared 
to respond to GAO's findings at the upcoming hearing. 

Please provide your statement for the record by May 14, 2009. Please limit oral testimony to ten 
minutes. Questions regarding this hearing may be directed to Ms. Mieke Eoyang, Subcommittee 
Staff Director, at 202-225-7690. 

Subcommittee on 
. Intelligence Community Management 

Sincerely, .,....L ~' 

~~ 
Ranking Member 
Subconunittee on 

Intelligence Community Management 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 2030lwl300 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

2181 RAYIIURN HOUSE OFFICE BUII..DIIG 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6100 

May6, 2009 
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TaM llllcA:IJNTOCI( CIOLIFQRNIA 
llUNIWtD.HUNTER.~ 
I».VIDP.-.11iN1a8111 
CILPWol,__,~ 

Authorization is bereby granted to the Honorable Gregorio KiliU Camacho Sablan to travel on a Congressional 
Delegation (CODEL) led by Congressman James Langevin to Ku\vait, Iraq, Bahraiu, Mghanistan, United Arab 
Emirates, and Gennany on May 24111 througb June 2ad, 2009. The purpose of tbe trip is to visit Leadership and 
service members and to visit the Landstuhl Regional Medical Center. Also, members will meet with U.S. Agency 
for International Development and State Department representatives to discuss education programs in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

It is requested that the Department of Defense to furnish such assistance, including transportation. as may be 
required to facilitate this trip. The expenditure of funds for payment and actual expenses and transportation is 
authorh:ed pursuant to Title 31 U.S.C. llOS(g). Travel will be conducted by militaly and/or commercial aircraft 
up to business class, including foreign flas carriers when U.S. carriers are not available. The CODEL requests the 
U.S. Air Fon:e give support to this Delegation. 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Ms. Becky Cruz Liza.ma at 202-225-2646 or Mr. 
Craig Greene at 202-225415 L. Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

GM:ejh 
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THOMAS S.P PERRIELLO, VIRGINIA 
HARRY TEAGUE, NEW MEXICO 
CIAO 0. ROIJRIGUEZ, TEXAS 
JOE 001\&NELL Y, INDIANA 
JERRY McNERNEY. CALIFORNIA 
ZACHARY r. SPACE. OHIO 
TIMOTHY J WALZ, MINNESOTA 
JOHN H. ADLER, NEW JERSEY 
ANN KIRKPATRICK, ARIZONA 
GLENN C NYE. VIRGINIA 

MALCOM A. SHORTER 
STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1 000 Defense Pentagon · 
Washington, DC 20301-:-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

COMM1lTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

335 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE BUilDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

hnp:/lveterans.housa.gov 

April 30, 2009 

REPUBLICANS 

STEVE BUYER. ll.m!ANA. RANKING 

CLIFF STEARNS. FLORIDA 
JERRY MORAN, KANSAS 
HENRY E. BROWN. JR. SOUTH CAROLINA 
JEFF MILLER. FLORIDA 
JOHN BOOZMAN, ARKANSAS 
BRIAN P. BILBRAY, CALIFORNIA 
DOUG LAMI!ORN. COLORADO 
GUS M. B1URAKIS, FLORIOA 
VERN BUCHANAN, FLORIDA 
DAVID P. ROE, TENNESSEE 

KINGSTON E. SMITH 
REPUBLICAN STAff DIRECTOR 

AND CHIEF COUNSEL 

I have authorized Congressman Timothy J. Walz to travel on official government 
business to Israel, the West Bank, Egypt, and Turkey during the period of May 24-May 
31,2009. 

Mr. Walz will be accompanying the Congressional Delegation headed by Senator Robert 
Casey, Member of the Senate Committee on Foreign Affairs. The primary purpose of the 
Delegation's visit is to meet with regional leaders to disc~s the potential progress on the 
Middle East Peace Process, the regional responSe to Iran's nuclear program, and Turkey's 
integration with its neighbors. Mr. Walz will bring to bear in discussions a focus on the 
quality of life of military personnel and future veterans 

The actual cost of lodging is authorized in Israel, the West Bank, Egypt, and Turkey. It 
would be appreciated if the Department of Defense could furnish such assistance as may 
be required, including transportation to facilitate this trip. The expenditures of funds for 
payment of actual and necessary expenses and transportation as may be required is 
auth~lized pursuant to titleJl, U.S.C,' Section llO~(g). 

Thank you for your continued support and assistance. If you have further questions, 
please contact Bernie Dotson of the Committee staff at 202-226-3653. 

MS/jz 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 2030 l 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

May4,2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of April 22, 2009, regarding the delegation 
I am leading May 6-12, 2009. Please note that the following Members and staff are 
authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), Speaker, and Mr. Paul Pelosi 
The Honorable Rush Holt (D-NJ) 

The Honorable Wilson Livingood, House Sergeant at Anns 
The Honorable Brian Monaghan, Attending Physician 
Mr. John Lawrence, Chief of Staff, Speaker Pelosi 
Ms. Wyndee Parker, Senior: Policy Advisor, Speaker Pelosi 
Mr. Drew Hammill, Communications Director 
Ms. Bridget Fallon, Chief of Protocol for the Speaker 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
N CYPELOSI 
S eaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Mil er, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr, Secretary: · 

May6,2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of February 13, 2009, regarding Codel 
Capps to Haiti. The following Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Lois Capps (D-CA) 
The Honorable David Dreier (R-CA) 
The Honorable Mazie Hirono (D-HI) 
The Honorable Gwen Moore (D-WI) and Mr. Adesolu Omokunde 

Mr. John Lis, Staff Director, House Democracy Assistance Commission 
Ms. Margarita Seminario, Professional Staff Member, HDAC 
Mr. Tommy Ross, Legislative Director, Office of Rep. David Price 
Ms. Rachael Leman, Policy Director, House Rules Committee 
Ms. Muftiah McCartin, Committee Staff Director, HRC (Majority) 
Mr. Brad Smith, Committee StatfDirector, HRC (Minority) 
Mr. Clay Wellborn, Deputy Assistant Director, CRS (authorized by HCF A) 
Ms. Maureen Taft Morales, Senior Analyst, CRS (authorized by HCFA) 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

nmly, ~ 
NAN~SI 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
W asbington, DC 20301 
Dear Mr. Secretary: 

May6, 2009 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Charles B. Rangel (D-NY) to lead a 
delegation ofMembers and staff to the funeral of the late Honorable Jack F. Kemp. 

It is requested that the Department of Defense provide bus transportation and Air 
Force escort as needed to support the movement of current Members of Congress, former 
Members of Congress, and Congressional staffbetween the U.S. Capitol and Washington 
National Cathedral on Friday, May 8, 2009. Spouses of Members may travel at no cost 
to the government for protocol pwposes only. A complete list of Members and staff 
authorized to travel will follow at a later date. 

Authorization for the expenditure of funds should be made pursuant to 31 USC 
1108 (g) 

Thank you in advance for your prompt assistance with the matter. 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller 
Clerk, U.S. House ofRepresentatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

May7,2009 

This letter will authorize Mr. John Sullivan, Parliamentarian of the House, to 
accompany Codel Kosmas (authorized by the House Committee on Science and 
Technology) to Florida during the appropriate period of May 11,2009. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance 
as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as wen as Air 
Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for 
the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 11 08(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

D~PE~?~ .... -· -
Speaker ofth.e House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



The Honomble Robert M. Gates 
Se<:retary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 
Dear Mr. Se<:retary: 

May 7,2009 

This is iil further reference to my letter of May 6, 2009 regardihg Codel Rangel (D-NY) 
to the funeral of'the late 'Honorable Jack F. Kemp. The following persons are authorized to 
travel: 

The Honorable Charles B. Rangel (D-NY) 
The Honomble Jerry Lewis (R-CA) 
The Honorable Dan Lungren (R-CA) and Mrs. Bobbi Lungren 
The Honorable James Moran (D-VA) 
The Honorable Mike Pence (R-IN) and Mrs. Karen Pence 
The Honorable Christopher H. Smith (R-NJ) and Mrs. Marie Smith 
The Honorable Frank Wolf(R-VA) and Mrs. Carolyn Wolf 

The Honorable Dan Beard, Chief Administrative Officer 

The Honorable E. Thomas Coleman (Former Member) and Mrs. Coleman 
The Honorable James Courter (Former Member) 
The Honorable Gary Franks (Former Member) 
The Honomble Robert Livingston (Former Member) 
The Honorable Robert Michel (Forriter Member) 
The Honorable Donn Anderson (Former Officer of the House) 

Mrs. Cheryl Sensenbrenner 
Mrs. Vicky Tiahrt 

Thank you in advance for your prompt assistance with the matter. 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller 
Clerk, U.S. House of Representatives 



' 
11<! SM£LTON, MISSOUIII, QtAiftr.IAH 
JOHN SPRAn, SOUnt """'UNA 
lOLa- P. OllliZ. lUAI 
GfNI TA'I'I.OR, Mr!ISISSIPl'l 
H£11, AlleAQlOWIIll.ltA\~AI 
!III.W$Tm! R!YI!5, T!XAS 
YJC SN'IJJIR. AAIUINIAS 
AOAMSWIDI, WASHINGTON 
LCIICITA SAIICHU. CAI,Ifi)RiaA 
MIKE U.MYAE. NDftl'H CAROliNA 
ELLEN 0. TAUS CHill. c..uKIANIA 
-A.IIMOI'. P!fllit\'\.VANI~ 
ROIIIIT-NWJER~ 
SUSAN A.I>AYI$. CALIFORNIA 
JoW£5 A. LANG!IIIN. RHDOI! ISLAND 
IUCII LMSm WASIIIIGTDN 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

May 11,2009 

itiiN C. CONArotl, STAR' OIIIECTOR 

Last Thul'5day, Congress received the Department of Defense's portion of the President's 
Fiscal Year 2010 budget submission. t understand that the detailed justification of budget estimates 
will be provided this week. Concummt with the submission of the budget details, I had also 
expected the Department to submit the report required by law regarding F/A-18 procurement and 
the 30-year aviation force structure report. As you know, section 123 of the Duncan Hunter 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009 {Public Law 11 0-417) requires you to 
submit a report comparing costs ofF/A-18 multi-year versus annual procurement options, not later 
than March 1, 2009. Further, section 23la oftitle 10, United States Code, requires you to submit an 
annual aircraft plan and certification along with the submission of the President's budget. 

Unfortunately, Committee staff has been told by the Under Secretary of Defense 
(Comptroller) that these reports may not be submitted, or, at best, the F/ A-18 multiyear report will 
be delayed and a "notional'" thirty-year aviation plan might be submitted. Ifthis is the case, I 
respectfully ask that you reconsider and transmit the two reports in a manner that is consistent with 
both the statute and the spirit of the law. The information requested in the required reports is 
critical to our Subcommittee's oversight responsibilities and for budget transparency. 

I look forward to working closely with you as we move through the authorization and 
appropriation process this year. · 

Sincerely. 

1\.J. ( ~ czt-:__;. 
W. TODDAKIN 
Ranking Member, 
Subcommittee on Seapower 
and Expeditionary Forces 

1~111 1111 



JOHN CONYERS, JR. MlcNoen 
CHAIRMAN 

HO'VIIARO l, BERMAN. Celifornle 
RICK BOUCH~. v;IIJirna 
JERROLD NAOL.Ir:R, N•w York 
AOBERT c. ·aosBY" scon. Virginia 
l'dELVIN L. WATT, Nort:h Caroline 
ZOE LOFGREN. C.lilomio 
SHfiLA JACKSON LEE. Texas 
MAJ<INE WATERS. C.llfomla 
WILLIAM D. OELAHUNT, Me•11cflusetts 
ROBeRT W~XlER, Florida 
STEVE COHEN. Tenn.ssae 
HENRY C. "HANK" JOm!SON. JR., Georgie 
FeORO, PIERLUISI, Pu..to Rioo 
LUIS V. GUTIERREZ, Illinois 
BRAD SHERMAN, C.lifornia 
TAMMY SAl~. Wi<col1sln 
CHAAI.E5 A. GOHZALEZ. T"'"'' 
AlmiOif'l D. WE'H£11. Now Voo1< 
ADAM B. SCHIFF. Colifomia 
OAME.l. 8. MAFFei, New Varlr. 
LINDA T. sANCHEZ. Collfornia 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTz, Ao.;<a 
"VACANT" 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 
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COMMITIEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

2138 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6216 

(2021 225-3951 
http~/www.house.gov/judiciarv 

May7,2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Office ofthe Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washingto~ DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

LAMAR S. SMITH, Ta ... 
IIANKING MI'IOIIITV MEMBER 

F. JAM~ seNSENBIE .... Efl. JR., w-..;n 
HOWARP COBLE, Norlh C-illo 
ELTON GALLEGL Y, Cal'ifaml• 
BOB GOODLATTE, Yiogmio 
PANEL E. LUNGREN. C.lilomia 
OARIIELL E.ISSA. COI!otnla 
J. RANDY FORBES. Vi11Jinle 
SlfVE I(ING, lowe 
TRENT FRANKS. Arl~nl 
LOUIE OOHMERT, r .. ., 
JIM JORDAN, Ohio 
TED POE, Texas 
JASON CHAFI£T2. Uloh 
THOMAS ROONEY, Florida 
13RfGG HARPER. Ml•lalopl 

On April21, 2009, Ranking Member Lamar Smith and I introduced H.R.1983, a 
biU to enact certain laws relating to small business as title 53, United States Code, "Small 
Business· . ., The· bill restates the· Small Business Act and the Small Business Investment 
Act of 1958, along with related provisions in other Acts, as a new positive law title of the 
United States·Code. The new positive law title replaces the existing provisions, which 
are repealed by the bill. 

I am writing to invite you, as the head of an agency with responsibility for 
administering laws that will be included in title 53, to review the bill, and to share it with 
other interested parties as appropriate. I ask that you and others bring any questions ~r 
s-11ggestions to the attention of the Office of the Law Revision Counsel and, if you wish, 
to the attention of the Judiciary Colnmittee as well.· · · 

The bill was prepared by the Office of the Law Revision Counsel of the House of 
Representatives as part of its ongoing responsibility under 2 U.S.C. §28Sb to prepare, and 
s11bmit to the Committee on the Judiciary one title at a time, a complete compilation, · 
restatement, and revision of the general and pennanent laws of the United States .... 

All changes in ·existing law made by the bill are purely teclmical in natur.e. The 
bill was prepared in accordance with the·statutory·standard for codification legislation, 
which is that the restatement of exis:ting law shall conform to the understood policy, 
intent. and purpose of Congress in the original enactments, with such amendments and 
corrections as will remove ambiguities, contradictions, and other imperfections. 



Hon. Robert M. Gates 
May7,2009 
Page Two 

Please note that the bill is not intended to make any substantive changes in the 
law. As is typical with the codification process, a number of non-substantive revisions 
are made, including the reorganization of sections into a more coherent overall structure, 
but these changes are not intended to have any substantive effect. Nor would changes of 
a substantive nature be within the scope of this bill. Rather, we are asking you and others 
to review the bill from a technical perspective, to help make sure that the bill does not 
inadvertently make changes that could be construed to have substantive effect, and that it 
does not create or maintain any ambiguities that can be clarified or contradictions that can 
be corrected. 

I would appreciate it if all comments could be received no later than November 3, 
2009, after which time the Committee will proceed to consider the bill and move it to the 
floor as expeditiously as possible. 

The bill, along with a detailed section-by-section explanation of the bill, can be 
accessed on the internet site of the Office of the Law Revision Counsel 
(http://uscode.house.gov/). Persons interested in obtaining a printed copy of the bill and 
explanation, and persons interested in submitting comments on the bill, should contact Tim 
Trushel, Senior Counsel, Office of the Law Revision Cowsel, U.S. House of 
Representatives, H2-308 Ford House Office Building, Washington, DC, 20515. The 
telephone number is 202-226-9058, and the email address is Tim.Trushel@mail.house.gov. 

Thank you for your assistance. 
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~tmrUttee on Utrwportatton aub Jnttasttuttutt 

Mr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Wa~h DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

8ialf.Jington~ M 20515 JeiJn 1.. Jlliu 
-.nmg 1\tpuf!Uc:u.ffhmber 

. May 18, 2009 

I would like to invite you at yo\11' tep.resentative to testify before the: Committee on Coast 
G\W:d and Maritime TW'Ispottation :reguding Pimcy Against U.S~-Plagged VesseJa: Lessons 
I...eamed. The hearing will take place on Wedne.day, May 20,2009 at 10:00 a.m. in Room 2167 of 
the Raybum House Office Building (HOB). 

Wi.rnesses must have 50 copies of written testimony lw:td-delivered to Room 507 Fo.td 
HOB, to the attention of Ianta Sununets, by close of business go Iuesday, Mty 12, 2009. In 
addition, 50 copies of testimony must be hand-delivered ro 2165 Rayburo HOB, to the attention of 
Jimmy Miller, by close of business on Tuesda,v May 19 2009. Name, mailing address, o~tion 
rep.reseoted, and telephone numbcl must appear on the face of the testimony. 

For the pw:pose of complying with House Rule XI, clause 2(e)(4), requiring each committee 
to make ita publications available in electronic form to the maximum extent practicable, each 
witness is strongly wged to submit testimony in Microsoft Word format (i.e. copy on disk). 

WJtnesKs are recpmmended to limit their testimony to a five-minute oral summ&Q' of their 
sta.tem,enm. The fuU statement will be included in the printed record of the hearing. 

If you need special accommodations, please contact Jimmy Miller at (202) 225-4472 at least 
four days before the hearing. 
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Secretary Gates 
Page Two 

If yOU or your staff have any questions. please contact John Cullathet, Staff Director of the 
Subcommittee on Coast Guard a.ncl Maritime Transportation, at (202) 226--6861. His facsimile 
number is (202) 226-8068. 

I look fotward to your testimony. 

Sincerely, 

fic:Le:~~j 
Elijah. lcummings 
Chair 
SubcoiODlittee on Coast Guard and Mariti.tlle 
Transportation 
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The Honorable Robert Oates 
Secretary 
Department of Defense 
llSS Defense Pentagon Way 
Washington, DC 20301 

DeEll' Secretary Gates: 

May 18,2009 

P. 02 

:SCIEIICii AMD Tlii:HNOLOISY 

e-M'-N,Tf--IN•"",.._ .,...,_"""_ 

.. (olof.B .. -~LIWI-.41011 
~TIIIftlillllldl Hloo11t,l_,..__.....,._ 

I am writing to invite you to the groundbrcaking of the "Remember Me'" Rose Garden in 
Washington, DC in order to honor the spirit of the men and ·women whose lives were lost on 
September 11. 2001. This rose garden in Washington. DC will honor the victims of the Pentagon 
attack, including the crew and passengers of American Airlines Flight 77. 

The "Remember Me" Rose Garden will break around OD Wednesday. May 20. 2009 at 
10:00 AM at the LaSalle-Backus Education Campus (SOl Riggs Rd. NE, WasJUnston, DC 20011). 
Backus Middle School. which has since merged with LaSalle Elementary School, was one of three 
Washington. DC schools that had students and teachers perish on Flight 77. These students and 
teachers. along with staff members ftom the National Geographic Society, were on their way to 
California on a. National Geographic Society study program. 

"Remember Me" Rose Garden is a 50l(c){3) non-profit organization based in Portland, 
Oregon-the "City ofRoses." A rose garden will bo created em or near each of the three sites of 
the September 11 tragedy. The gardens arc meant to uplift and renew the spirit of our nation and 
provide a beautiful sanctuary where the families and friends of all who died can come to seek 
comfort and peace. 

It would be a great privilege and distinct honor if you would be able to attend the 
"Remember Me" Rose Oarden groundbreakina ceremony in Washington. DC. If you III'C tmable 
to attend. a member of your staff would be most wcleo.me. If you have questions or would like 
further information~ please do not hesitate to contact Ms. Sue Casey. the founder of the 
"Remember Me" Rose Garden: 503453-3352 (o); S03-S39-7S31 (c)i !!ue@remember-me-rose.org. 

Thank you for yow- kind consideration. 

Wu 
Member of Conp.ss 
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The Honorable Robeit Gates 
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U .. S. Department of Defense 
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May 14,2009 

1000 Defense Pentagon, Room 3E718 
Washington. DC 20301 

Dear Sect-etaiy Gates~ 

WASHINGTON OFFICii: 
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www.moran house .gov 

I thank you foJ your continued dedication to the nation's men and women in unifotm and for 
your own service to our nation. 

Jhe cun-ent prohibition on allowing gay men and lesbians to serve openly in the military. known 
commonly as "don't ask, don't tell" is a policy that should be rescinded. There continues to be evidence 
that the disctiminatory policy costs the Depmtment of Defense hundreds of millions in wasted 
expenditures, thousands of men and women are prevented .fiom serving their country in unifo1m, and 
hundreds of militw:y specialists are discharged annually, all to the detriment of our national security. 
Public opinion is shifting as a majority of the American public and growing numbers in the militaty 
community suppo1t a change in policy. Moteover, during his candidacy, ~d now reiterated in 
statements made by his Administration, President Batack Obama has asse1ted it is his intention to end 
the "don't ask, don't tell'" policy. 

I understand that during this time the nation, and the Department of Defense in patticula:r, :faces many 
challenges. Nevertheless, I feel that eveJy day that the "don't ask, don't tell" policy remains law our militaty is 
disadvantaged and good soldiers are unable to setve. I o increase tnmspmency on the effects the "don't ask, 
don't tell" policy is having on our miHtaty, I n:quest that the Office of the Secretary of Defense provide 
monthly reports on th~ number of militaty persoiUlel discharged because of this policy. Since JanUaty, I have 
made similar Iequests of the Aimy for discharge data.. However, so as not to single out one stuvice branch, 
disclosure across the tmtire Department would be a more app10p1iate way to assess the impact of the "don't 
ask, don't tell" policy, 

I he setvicemembers and civilians working for the Depattrnent of Defense reflect the vt:zy best 
our nation .has to offei'. I look forward to woiking with the President and the Department on r-epealing 
the "don't ask, don't tell" policy so that ow· military can be even stronge1.. I thank you for your attention 
to this matter. 

JPM/hdb 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary, Oepartment of Defense 
1000 Oefense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

May20,2009 

NO. 1099 P. 2 
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In a letter sent to you on Apri115, I requested information related to the competitive bidding 
process that preceded the awarding of emnatks in the confcrcnee report language of the FY 2008 
DefeDse Appropriations bill. Speci&ally, I asked you to provide me with all relevant infonnation on 
the competitive bidding ptocess for a selected list of earmarks, including any relevant JUS1ifications and 
Approvals (J&As). 

Since that time my staff has been working productively with the Office ofthe Comptroller, 
\Wich is the offtce initially tasked with eompletin& this request However, it is my understanding that 
the assistance and cooperation of the Office of Aequisi1ion, Technology and Logistics is crucial to the 
collection of this information. 

I respectfully request that ac1ion be taken at the appropriate Jevel to task tbe Office of 
Acquisition, Technolo8J and Logi.sties jointly with this request. The initial meeting initiating this 
request took place on Marth 31. 1 am Vf:lY anxious to sec tlrls :information bef'ote the Congress begins 
work on appropriations for the next f1SC81 year. Should you need further guidance, pleue contact my 
Legislative Director, Mr: Chandler Mors~ or my Legislative Assistant for defense matccrs, Ms. Colleen 
Gilbert, at (202) 225-2635. 



TED POE 
2NO DISTRICT, TEXAS 

COMMITTEES: 
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JUDICIARY 
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The Honorable Robert Oates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1155 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

May 13,2009 

W!I.SHINGTON OffiC~: 
430 C\NNON HOUSE OFFICE Butl.DING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20& 15 
PHONE: (202) 226-6565 

FAX: (2021 225-5547 

DISTRICT OFFICES: 

l:!YMl!l& 
20202 U.S. HIGHWAY 59 NORTH 

SUIT& 105 
HVMSLE, TX 77338 

PHONE: (281)441H1242 
FAX: (2811 44~252 

~W!.'l!Q~I. 
505 ORLEANS 

SUITE 100 
BEAUMONT. TX 77701 

PHONE: (409)212-1997 
FAX: 1409)212-8711 

I am disturbed to have learned from a recent news report that some of our troops based in 
Iraq were not adequately provided with enough rations of drinking water nor the use of safe 
potable water. It is my understanding the Defense Department contracted these services and the 
processes to provide these basic services did not work; leading to several health problems as a 
result such as dehydration, dysentary, and kidney infections. 

I would like to obtain a prompt response from you on how this problem was addressed 
once it was learned, what has been done to ensure safe water supplies are never compromised 
again, and how the Department is treating the affected troops as a result of this failure. 

I have visited Iraq many times and understand the extreme conditions our troops operate 
in. As the hot summer months approach and as we begin to enhance operations in Afghanistan, 
I'm sure you agree with me that providing our troops in banns way with all they need to keep 
them safe and focused on their important missions is priority number one. I appreciate your 
attention to this important matter and look forward to your timely reply. 

God and Texas, 

TED POE 
Member of Congress 
TEXAS 

PRINTED ON RECVCl.EO PAPER 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

May 14,2009 

It has recently come to ·our attention that service members returning from deployment 
have indicated they wer~ allocated onty two liters of bottled ·drinking water per day, and were 
forced to find additional water for themselves. It is our understanding that this was not an 
isolated event and service members stationed across Iraq during various phases of the war have 
reported the problems. 

The Army minimum to avoid dehydration can reach as high as 15 liters per day to 
prevent heat casualties in desert climates. As a result of the bottled water drinking shortages, 
these same service members indicate at other times they were forced to "improvise" to avoid 
dehydration by drinking potable and nonpotable bulk water. AS. you know, questions on the 
quality of bulk water still remain, and it is not authorized for drinking in Iraq. However, the 
soldiers indicate consumption of this water was necessary to avoid dehydration and are now 
experiencing short term and long term health effects of illnesses associated with drinking 
unclean water. 

Many of us have visited Iraq and we are all well aware of the extreme conditions our 
troops stationed there face. We are dismayed to hear these accounts and believe the health and 
safety of our service members must be a priority and taken seriously. Therefore, we respectfully 
request that you investigate these water shortage claims immediately and provide the finding to 
our staff for review. 

Sincerely, 

Gene Green 
Member of Congress 

Member of Congress Member of Congress 

Ron Paul 
Member of Congress 

PRJNTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 



ERIC J.J. MASSA 
~H DISTRICT, NEW YORK 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

COMMITTEE ON 
HOMELAND SECURITY 

Olnugress nf tqe Jutte1t ~tat.es 
i!fnu!ie nf i.eprrsrntatht.e.a 

llas4ingtun, ma: 20515-3229 

13 May 2009 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 1-1000 

1208 LONGWORTH HouSE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

PHONE: 202-225--3161 
FAX: 202--226-6599 

1 GRovE Smoe1, SuiTE 101 
PiTTSFORD, NY 14534 
PHONE: 585--218-0040 

FAX: 585--211Hl05J 

B9 WEST MARKET STREET 
CORNING, NV 141130 

PHONii: 607~54-7566 
FAX: 607-664-756S 

317 NORlH UNION STREET 
OLEAN, NY 14760 

PHONE: 716-372-2090 
FAX: 716-372-2869 

Attached se find a Congressional Research Service report that outlines the major contractual 
and programmatic milestones in the history of the Army's SINCGARS radio program which 
began with an ORO in December of 1974. It also includes the historical information of the Joint 
Service's JTRS radio program. I would like to meet with you personally to discuss my concerns 
with this program. I find it outrageous that DoD is still investing taxpayer dollars into this 
outdated technology, especially given that newer, more capable radio technology exists. The 
Army intends to spend in excess of$700Mil this FY on outdated technology. What the attached 
report does not include is information on the FY09 NOAA which fencedoff$87Mil pending 
SecDef certification. That certification has not been made to my knowledge so I'd like to know 
how DoD plans to go f01ward with their planned procurement. There are serious questions 
surrounding this entire program and the spending of taxpayer money associated with it. 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 
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REPUBLICANS 

tliFF STEARNS. FLOfiiOII 
JERRY MORAN. ICANSAS 
HENRY E. BAOWrt. JR. SOIIT1I (:AROUNA 
JEfF MI.IBI, FLORIDA 

JOHN EIOtlli:--­BRIAN P. BURAV, CALII'ORNA 
D11UG lAMDOIIN, 0D1.0AAD0 
GUS II. BUWC:IS. FLORIDA 

. VERN IWCtiANAN, fLORIDA 
.DAVID P. ROE, TDINESSEE 

KINGSTON E. SMITH 
REPUBLICAN STAfF IIRECI'OR 

AND CHIEF COUNSEL 

I have authorized Congressman Timothy J. Walz to travel on official government 
business to Israel, the West Bank, Syria, and Turkey during the period of May 24-May 
31, 2009. 

Mr. Walz will be accompanying the Congressional Delegation headed by Senator Robert 
Casey, Member of the Senate Committee on Foreign Affairs. The primary purpose of the 
Delegation's visit is to meet with regional leaders to discuss the potential progress on the 
Middle East Peace Process, the regional response to Iran's nuclear program, and Turkey's 
integration with its neighbors. Mr. Walz will bring to bear in discussions a focus on the 
quality of life of military personnel and future veterans 

The actual cost oflodging is authorized in Israel, the West Bank, Syria, and Turkey. It 
would .be appreciated if the Department of Defense could furnish such assistance as may 
be required, including transportation to facilitate this trip. The expenditures of funds for 
payment of ~tual and necessary expenses and transportation as may be required is 
authorized pursuantto title 31, U.S.C, Section 1108(g). · 

Thank you for your continued support and assistan-ce. If you have further questions, 
please_contact Jian Zapata of the Committee staff at 202-225-3036. 

MS/jz 

.. 



DON YOUNG 
Coi!GRESSUAN FoR ALL ALASKA 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 
2111 RAYBURN BuilDING 

TELEPHONE 202·225·5765 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
US Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

May 12,2009 

COMMITTEE ON 
RESOURCES 

COMMITTEE ON 
TRANSPORTATION 

REPUBUCAN 
POLICY COMMITTEE 

A recent Federal Circuit Court decision in Rothe Development Corp. v. U.S. Department 
of Justice held that 10 U.S.C. 2323 is wtconstitutional on its face, resulting in a complete 
injwtction of that statute, which provides certain Department of Defense contracting preferences 
for small disadvantaged businesses. This judicial action is clearly limited to 10 U.S.C. 2323, but 
some agencies appear to believe that the Rothe case may affect small business programs and 
activities wtder other Federal statutes like the Small Business Act. 

Thus we are writing to urge that the Department of Defense issue immediate clarifying 
guidance to all of its agencies involved in contracting with the private sector. While the Office 
of the Under Secretary of Defense issued an interim guidance memorandum on March 1 0, 2009 
concerning the application of the Rothe case, the memorandum failed to explicitly address the 
applicability to small business programs and activities that are carried out wtder Federal statutes 
other than 10 U.S.C. 2323. 

In our view, the guidance should be explicit with respect to these other programs and 
activities. This approach was taken by the Anny Corps of Engineers in a March 9, 2009 
communication to contracting personnel, stating that its Rothe guidance to cease contract 
activities that rely exclusively on the authority of 10 U.S.C. 2323 "DOES NOT apply to small 
business set-asides, HUBZone small business set-asides, Sa set-asides, service disabled veteran 
owned small business set-asides or Alaska Native Corporations (ANC) as these categories are 
governed by separate statutes that were not impacted by the [Rothe] ruling." This is precisely the 
kind of guidance that should be sent out deparment-wide as soon as possible. 

Please let us know as soon as possible if and when the Deparhnent of Defense plans on 
issuing clarifYing guidance that expressly addresses the small business programs and activities 
that are not affected by the ruling. Thank you. 

VISlT OUA W!BSIT1! 
HITP}/DONVOUNQ.HOUSE.GOV 

510 L STREET 
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612 W. Wou.ol/GI<8v AveNue, Surre B 
P.O. Box 21247 

JUN!Wj, ALAsKA 99802 
907-586-7-400 
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Don Young 
Member of Congress 

Dale Kildee 

Member of Congress 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
~eil)lberc~rnbie 

Member of Congress 

0 5~(..~ 
Tom Cole 

Member of Congress 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

COMMnTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

ONE HVNORfD ELEVENnl CONGRESS 
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May 14,2009 
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AICIOOE, CllUNIItl 

On Thursday, June 4, 2009, the Subcommittee on Health of the U.S. House of Representatives 
Committee on Veterans' Affairs will conduct a Hearing on "Meeting tlw Needs of Family 
Caregivers of Veterans." The Subcommittee would like to assess how the VA meets the needs 
of family caregivers of veterans and to identify any gaps in supportive services for family 
caregivers. This hearing will be held at 10:00 A.M. in room 334 of the Cannon House Office 
Building. We request you or your designee to present testimony on behalf of the U.S. 
Department of Defense 

Please confnm your attendance by contacting Jeff Burdette through email at 
jeff.burdette({!lmail.housc.gov. You will be recognized for five minutes to make an oral 
statement; however, your complete written statement will be made a part of the hearing record. 
Please submit 75 copies of written testimony prepared in accordance with the encJosed 
formatting requirements to the Subcommittee on Health !lt 338 Cannon House Office Building 
by 6:00P.M. on Monday June 1, 2009. Moreover, please include a brief biography with your 
testimony. 

Due to heightened s"urity pr"autions, please note that all Congressional maD delivery is 
delayed and comnaereial delivery serviees arc prohibited. Therefore, you must eontaet our 
staff at (202) 225-9154 to make arrangements for a representative from your organization 
to hand deliver your testimony. 

The Committee provides public access to its hearing statements on the Internet through the 
World Wide Web at the House of Representatives (http://veterans.housc.gov) and the Library of 
Congress (http://thornas.loc.gov). To facilitate this public access, please send an electronic 
Microsoft Word copy of your statement to Jeff Burdette at jeff.burdette@mail.house.gov. 
Additionally, the hearings are now broadcast live, in real time, over the Internet, and are archived 
on our Web site so they may be accessed following each hearing. 



Honorable Robert M. Oates 
May 14,2009 
Page2 

Please contact Jeff Burdette, Legislative Assistant to the Subcommittee on Health, U.S. House of 
Representatives Committee on Veterans• Affairs, at (202) 225-9154 or 
jeff.burdette@mail.house.gQ.Y if you have any questions. 

Enclosure 

sil 
MICHAEL H. MICHAUD 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Health 
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The Honorable Pete Geren 
Secretary of the Army 
U.S: Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

bear Secretary Geren: 

www.ovel'llight.house.p 

May 14,2009 

I am writing to request that the Anny provide a briefing to discuss the 
circumstances swrounding the award of a sole source contract to acquire 22 Russian Mi-
17 helicopters for the Iraq military. It is my understanding that the Army's Threat 
Systems Management Office (TMSO) is responsible for the award of this contract. 

According to information brought to the subcommittee's attention, spanning from 
July 2008 to as recently as April 2009, this contract was awarded- with no competition -
to an American company, ARINC, that has minimal background brokering helicopter 
sales. It was reported that, through subcontracts, the eventual supplier of the helicopters 
is a Russian company called Kazan. Kazan is supplying the helicopters as commercial 
items to another company in the United Arab Emirates called Airfreight Aviation 
Limited. That company is converting those helicopters for military use before they are 
delivered to Iraq. Both Kazan and Airfreight Aviation Limited are linked to a Russian 
agency that is banned from doing business with the U.S. That Russian agency was 
accused in 2006 of violating the Iran and Syria Nonproliferation Act.1 Of further interest 
is the report that the full $322 million of the contract has been paid, but no helicopters 
have been delivered to date. 

If these reports are true, I am concerned that this situation creates the appearance 
that the Army may have circumvented the law and/or was biased in the award of a 
contract to one supplier without full consideration of other suppliers through a transparent 
process. As part of om ongoing oversight responsibilities, I would like to offer the Army 
the opportunity to address the allegations raised in these reports by means of a thorough 

1 Pub. L. No. 106-178; 50 U.S.C. § 1701 note (2005). The Act was updated in2006 to include North 
Korea, as well. (Pub. L. No. 109-353). 
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written response, official supporting documentation, and related briefing to our 
Subcommittee. Specifically, I request that the Army provide clarification on the 
following: 

I. Please identify the relevant contract{s), and parties and subcontractors thereto, at 
issue in the helicopter transaction. Additionally, please provide copies of all 
documents related to the negotiation, pricing data, and costs of the contract. 

2. Is it true that the contract award was made through a U.S. company to a supplier 
that is owned by a Russian company that is banned from doing business with the 
U.S. under the Iran-Syria Nuclear Non-proliferation Act? If true, at what point 
was the Army, the Deparlment of Defense, or any components thereof aware of 
that fact? 

3. Is it true that the contract was awarded with no competition? If so, in an 
environment in which defense contract cost overruns have reached historic levels, 
why did the Army decide to award a contract for these helicopters without 
conducting any competition? Are there any other helicopter suppliers who could 
have fulfilled this contract? Is it true that other American companies would have 
been in a position to broker this sale? Please explain the Army's decision and 
official documentation that supports the rationale for this decision. 

4. Is it true that the U.S. company that received the no bid contract has no history of 
dealing with helicopter sales? What analysis did the Anny undertake to 
determine that this particular company was qualified to receive a no bid contract 
in an area outside of its specific expertise? Please provide documentation that 
depicts the rationale for the decision to award the contract to this company. 

5. Is it true that the total contract award of $322 million has been paid but no 
helicopters have been delivered to date? Further, does the Army know how much 
of the contract funds each entity in the supplier chain has received? If so, please 
provide this information to the Subcommittee. 

6. Is it true that the cost-J>er-unit of each of the helicopters under this contract 
(almost $15 million) is significantly higher than the perceived market rate for this 
model of helicopter, which otherwise currently costs between $6 and $8 million? 
Please provide an explanation of these costs and rationale for why the per-unit 
costs are higher in this case. 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the principal oversight 
committee in the House of Representatives and has broad oversight jurisdiction as set 
forth in House Rule X. Pursuant to Committee Rule S(a)(5), the Subcommittee on 
National Security and Foreign Affairs has jurisdiction encompassing oversight of national 
security, homeland security, and foreign affairs. In order for the Subcommittee to 
conduct appropriate and constructive oversight of these matters, it is important that we 
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receive appropriate clarification and explanation of the issues noted above, and others as 
relevant. 

Please contact Brendan Culley, Scott Lindsay, or Andy Wright of the 
Subcommittee staff at (202) 225-2548 to coordinate the briefmg and document 
production. The Subcommittee requests that the document production and briefing occur 
on or before July I, 2009. Thank you for your attention to this important request. 

cc: Rep. Jeff Flake 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on National Security 

and Foreign Affairs 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
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Sincerely, / 

F?t Tierney 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on National Security 

and Foreign Affairs 
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Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

httpilgriflith.hoose.gov 

.. 

We have serious objections to the stop work order issued May 11, 2009 for the 
Kinetic Energy Interceptors (KEI) program. This decision is without justification. 

Overall, we are concerned with the handling of the May 7, 2009 Kinetic Energy 
Interceptor termination announcement. KEI was noticeably absent in an April press 
conference that .outlined Department of Defense- program cancellations and restructures. 
However, it was rolled out as a cancellation during the May 7, 2009 FYIO Presi~nfs 
Budget bri~fmg and quickly followed by a Missile Defense Agency stop work on May 
11, 2009, with the goal of de-staffing the program by the end of June. This surprise 
announcement and immediate stop work notice has precluded any meaningful discussion 
between the Congress and the Department on the merits of the cancellation and the 
resulting impacts to the n~tion. 

. In partnership with the; Dep~ent·. of. ~fense,. ·Congress ~ ·supported the 
reque~d.bud,gets for the KEI program. In past years, Congress went beyond what was 
requested, and provided the Department with additional dollars to accelerate this critical 
boost phase capability. In total, the Department has expended more than one billion 
dollars toward this effort to date, in providing the nation with a technically viable 
solution for boost and ascent engagement of a ballistic missile targeting our nation, 
deployed· forces,.and allies. Six years of development and testing, with most of the more 
than one billion ·of funding spent to .date. was to .culminate in the. fust booster flightr.in the 
fall of 2009 - less than five months from now. With the issuance of the stop work, the 
Department is walldng away jrom this investment without the benefit of knowing what 
this technology has to offer. 

. - . ! 

. The FY09 appropriated budget and accompanying language. fQr the KEI program 
not only full)' ~upported the requests ~ut went further to encourage the Department-to 
accelerate ~e development of this capability for the war fighter. . The · FY09 
appropriations specitically funded continued KEI development, ~tatic tests, and the: ftrst 
booster flight in 4009,. 



We strongly urge you to rescind the KEI stop work order and to continue toward 
culmination of the 2009 booster flight. We look forward to working with the Department 
in the FYIO budget cycle to best determine the way ahead for this vital boost and early 
engagement capability resident in the KEI program. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter and we look forward to your 
prompt response and a positive resolution. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Congressman Ed Pastor 

Trent Franks 

-



DAVO R. OBEY. WISCONSIN. CHAifiMAN 
JOWN P. MUR1HA. PENNSYLVANIA 
NO~MAN 0. DICKS. WASWINGTON 
ALAI'\! B. MOLLOHAN, W~ST VIRGINIA 
MARCY KAPTUR. OHIO 
PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA 
NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK 
JOS~ E. SERRANO, NEW YORK 
ROSA L. O.LAURO, CONNECTIC\JT 
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGIN"' 

Q:ongrrss of tht iinittd ~tatrs 
JOHN W. OLVER. MASSACHUSETTS 
ED PASTOR. ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CAROLINA 
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS 
PAfAICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND 
l\oiAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
LUCILlE ROYBAL-1\LLA~O. CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARR, CALifOR'IIA 
-'ESSE L JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS 
CAROL VN C. KU'ATRICK. MICHIGAN 
AI..LEN BOYD, FLORfOA 
CHAKA FATIAH, PEN'ISVLVANIA 
STEVEN A. ROTMW.N, 'lEW JERSEY 
SANFORD D. BISHOP. JR .. GEORGIA 
IWAIIlON BEARY, ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE. CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA 
MICflAEL HONDA. CALIFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLlUM. MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN, OHIO 
CA "'OUTCH .. RUPPEFIS8ERGER, MA.RYLANO 
BEN CHANDLER, KE'IlUCKV 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHUL1Z, FLORIDA 
CIRO RODRIGUEZ. TEXAS 
LM:OLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO 

Honorable Robert Gates 
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1000 Defense Pentagon · 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. W. 81LL YOUNG. FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS. KENTUCKY 
FRAfolK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK IONGSTON. GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FREUNGHUYSEN. NEW JERSEY 
1000 TIAHRT, KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM. 'OIYA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA 
JO ANN EM£RSON. MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER. TEXAS 
MICHAEL 1{.. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON. TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIIK. ILLINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA 
DE'INIS R. REHBERG_ MOIIITANA 
JOHN R. CARTER. TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANDER. kOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFOIINIA 
JD BONNER, ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETIE, OHIO 
TOM COLE, OI<LAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAfF DIRECTOR 
SEVERt V PHETO 

TELEPWONE: 
IZOZIZ2&-2m 

On April 6th you announced your recommendation to terminate the VH-71 
Presidential helicopter program. You further stated that the Increment I aircraft 
would not be suitable to become operational for the long term as the Navy's 
estimated service life of the airframe is only about ten years. However, the Navy's 
estimate was based on a test which only concluded that the airframe was suitable to 
last until the proposed Increment II would have been ·completed. Further testing 
would prove that the service life of the Increment I aircraft could well exceed the 
10,000 hour mark. 

I recommend that you reconsider the recently imposed "stop work" order for 
Increment I aircraft and determine whether Increment I aircraft would be suitable 
as a replacement for the entire Presidential rotary wing aircraft fleet. I believe that 
the cancellation proposal could create serious risks for the fleet, and possibly for 
Presidential security. 

Many aircraft in the current fleet are approaching forty years of service. 
The Navy has invested $3.2 billion in development costs for the Increment I 
version and of the five Increment I Pilot Production vehicles, four are completed 
and require only one additional year of flight testing before entering service. 

The Increment I aircraft is far superior to all rotary wing aircraft in the 
current fleet ofPresidential helicopters. It is prudent to make use of the aircraft 
that have been produced at such a high cost to the taxpayer. A follow-on pro~ 
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to begin in fiscal year 2011 will only disguise the immediate need, and 
significantly delay development. The options for potential competitors will remain 
much the same in 2011. 

Additionally, the Administration, in its fiscal year 2010 budget request only 
asked for $85 million in program termination costs. The Navy, by its own 
admission has stated that it expects cancellation costs to approach $555 million, 
and would require an additional $4.4 billion to extend the life of the current aging 
fleet. Given these estimates, it would appear that poor business decisions are being 
made regarding this replacement program and that determinations are being made 
based on public perception. 

In light of these concerns, we urge you to reconsider your decision, and 
commit to a Presidential helicopter fleet consisting of the currently developed 
Increment I aircraft. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter, and for your continued 
dedicated work for our nation's defense. 

Sincerely, 

(J v----­
hnP. Murtha 
airman 

Defense Subcommittee 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

www.oversight.house.goil 

May 21,2009 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform and the Subcommittee on 
National Security and Foreign Affairs hereby request your testimony, or the testimony of 
one of the following designees at a hearing entitled, "Afghanistan and Pakistan: 
Ovenight of a New Interagency Strategy'': Deputy Secretary of Defense William 
Lynn, Under Secretary of Defense for Policy Michele Flournoy, Chainnan of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Admiral Michael Mullen or Commander of U.S. Central Command 
General David H. Petraeus. Ambassador Richard C. Holbrooke will also he testifying. 

The hearing is scheduled for 11:00 a.m. on Thursday, June 4, 2009, in room 
2154 of the Raybun House Office Building. This letters revises the invitation 
designating the hearing as originally scheduled for April 19, 2009. 

Please contact Scott Lindsay or Andy Wright at (202) 225-2548 if you have any 
questions. 

Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform 

Sincerely, 

1 

tlt F.~~· 
/::~. Tierney 

Chairman 
Subcommittee on National Security 

and Foreign Affairs 

Ill 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ONE HUNDReD ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

335 CAN- HOUSI OI'F1ce BuiLiliNG 

WMHINGTON, DC 20515 

llttp:/l'lleterans.hou••·UOV 

May21, 2009 

-----CUFF~S.FI.CIIIIOA 
JEIIIIYMOIWI.IWISAI 
HENRY I.IIIIOWN, Jll., SOUTH CAIIOIJNA 
JEFF MII.I.ER. fi.CIIliiM 
JOKNIIOOZMII.N,AIIIVIHMS 
IRIAN 1'. BILIIRAY, CAUH!IIINIA 
DOUG LAMBORN. COI.OIWIO 
GUS M.IIUWCIII, FI.QfiiD4 
- Blft;HAIIAN, FLQfiiD4 
UAVID P. ROi. lE,.._i 

ICltiGlTOH I. SMITII 
REPUIIUCAN Sf.uF IIIN!CI'OII 

.t.ND a.!' OCUNS&l 

This letter is to authorize Juan Lara, Majority Staff Director of the Subcommittee 
on Economic Opportunity; Orfa Torres, Majority Staff Legislative Assistant of the 
Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity; Mike Brinck, Minority Staff Director of 
the Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity~ and~ William Gibson Minority 
Military Fellow, to travel on official committee oversight business to sites in 
Washington from June 8 to June 12,2009. The purpose of travel is to attend 
various Transition Assistance Program Workshops in Ft. Lewis Army Base, 

. McChord AFB, Whidbey Island NAS, and Bangor N.~S, Washington. 

The expenditure of funds for payment and actual expenses and transportation is 
authorized by Title 31, U.S.C II OS(g). Travel will be conducted by military and/or 
commercial aircraft up to business class, including foreign flag carriers when U.S. 
carriers are not available. · 

. . . 
If there are any questions, please have your staff coordinate with Juan Lara at (202) 
226-5491 and Mike Brinck at (202) 226-3668. Thank you for your assistance in 
this matter. 

JL/ot 

Sincerely, 

·~ 
BOBFILNER 

.···Chaiiman 



~Jelosi 
~nf~~ 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Departntent of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

May8, 2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of May 6, 2009, regarding Codel Capps to 
Haiti. Please note that this is now Codel Hirono as Representative Capps is no longer 
able to travel. ht addition to the previously listed travelers, the Honorable Jim 
McDermott (D· W A) and the Honorable· Gregorio Kilili Camacho Sablan (D-MP) are 
authorized to travel with the delegation. 

Please also note that Mr. Brad Smith is no longer traveling. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

h""""{ "?~ 
NANCY PELOSl 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Sooretary 
U.S.~entof~f~ 
Washington, DC 20301 
Dear Mr. Secretary: 

May 14,2009 

This i~ in further reference:to·~ letter ~fMa; 7, 2009 ~garding Code1 Rangel (D-NY) . 
to the funeral' of the late Honorable Jack F: Kemp. The folloWing persons are authorized to · · 
travel: · 

The Honorable Jane Hannan (D-CA) 
The Honorable Hank Johnson (D-GA) 
The Honorable Paul Ryan (R-WI) 

The Honorable Robert Garcia (Fonner Member) and Mrs. Jane Garcia 
The Honorable Bill Lowery (Fonner Member) 
The Honorable David Martin (Fonner Member) 
The Honorable Norm Minetta (Former Member) 
The Honorable Marty Russo (Fonner Member) 

Mrs. Leisha Pickering 
Mrs. Amy Upton 

Mr. Ted Daniel, Office of the Sergeant at Anns 
Mr. Robert Fitzpatrick, Office of the Sergeant At Arms 
Mr. Jack Looney, Office of the Sergeant at Anns 
Mr. Jay Pierson, Republican Cloakroom 

Thank you in advance for: your prompt assis1mlce with the matter. 

. ; 

cc: The Honorable ~aine C. Miller 
Clerk, U.S. Uouse of Representatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

May14,2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of April23, 2009, regarding Codel 
Oberstar. Please ttote that the following Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable James L. Oberstar, Chairman (D-MN) and Mrs. Jean Oberstar 
The Honorable Cliff Steams (R-FL) 
The Honorable Marcy Kaptur (D-OH) 
The Honorable Bart Stupak (D-MI) 
The Honorable Candice Miller (R-MI) 
The Honorable Daniel Lipinski (D-IL) and Mrs. Judy Lipinski 

Mr. Peter Quilter, Professional Staff, Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Ms. Robyn Wapner, Professional Staff, Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Ms. Sharma Winters, Professional Staff, Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Ms. Mary McVeigh, Staff Associate, Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Mr. Jason Lamote, Professional Staff, Committee on Transportation 
Dr. Kay A. King, Director, Office ofinterparliamentary Affairs 
Mr. Carl Ek, Analyst, CRS, Detailee to Committee on Foreign Affairs 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

n:~w~ 
NAN~:los:-
Speak:er 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



~Jlebi 
·~ufii}e~ 

May 14,2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretazy 
U.S. Deparbnent of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This is in further reference to my letter of Apri125, 2009, regarding my upcoming 
delegation to China. Please note that the following Members and staff are authorized to 
travel: 

cc: 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), Speaker, and Mr. Paul Pelosi 
The Honorable James Sensenbrenner, Jr. (R-WI) and Mrs. Cheryl Sensenbrenner 
The Honorable John B. Larson (D-CT) and Mrs. Leslie Larson 
the Honorable Edwaro J. Markey (D-MA) and Dr. Susan Blumenthal 
The Honorable Earl Bllimenauer (D-OR) and Mr. Jonathan Blumenauer 
The Honorable Jay Inslee (D-W A) and Mrs. Trudi Inslee 
The Honorable Jackie Speier (D:.CA)' · 

,. ' . ' ' 

The Honorable Wilson Livingood, Sergeant at Arms 
The Honorable Brian Monaghan, Attending Physician 
Ms. Stacy Kerr, Office of the Speaker 
Mr. Jonathan Stivers, Office oftlle Speaker 
Mr. Brendan Daly, Office of the Speaker 
Ms. Bridget Fallon, Office of the Speaker 
Ms. Karen Wayland, Office of the Speaker 
Mr. Michael Long, Office of the Speaker 
Mr. Steve·Rusnak, Office ofPhotography 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, · · 

. A~·?~ 
NANCYP~SJ 

··Speaker 

The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk · 
U.S. House of Representatives · · · · .. 

··; .. :· .. 

• • ' ··- •• #• •• • ' ' ......... • •• ~.o. ... ' 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. DepartmentofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

~mlqJJWsl 
~uftlJ~~ 

May 18,2009 

This is in further reference to my Jetter of April23, 2009, regarding Codel Tanner. The 
following Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable John Tanner (D-TN), Cbainnan, and Mrs. Betty Ann Tanner 
The Honorable John Shimkus (R~IL) 
The Honorable Jo Ann Emerson (R-MO) and Mr. Ron Gladney 
The Honorable Dennis Moore (D-KS) and Mrs. Stephene Moore 
The Honorable John Boozman (R~AR) and Mrs. Cathy Boozman 
The Honorable Jeff Flake (R-AZ) and Mrs. Cheryl Flake 
The Honorable JeffMiUer (R-FL) and Mrs. Vicki Miller 
The Honorable Mike Ross (D-AR) and Mrs. Holly Ross 
The Honorable Ben Chandler (D-KY) and Mrs. Jennifer Chandler 
The Honorable Kendrick Meek (D-FL) and Mrs. Leslie Meek 
The Honorable David Scott (D-GA) 
The Honorable Mike Turner (D-OH) 

Ms. Melissa Adamson. Professional Staff, Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Ms. Kathy Becker, Office of Rep. Tamter 
Mr. Vince Morelli, CRS Detailee to Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Ms. Marilyn Owen, Professional Staff, Committee on Foreign Affairs 

Please also note that Mr. David Hobbs, Secretary General of the NATO PA, and H.E. 
Benson Whitney, U.S. Ambassador to Norway. have been invited to travel with the delegation in­
theatre. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Deparbnent of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary; 

May 19,2009 

This letter will authorize Mr. Roland Daigle and Mr. David Adams, staff of the 
Honorable James R. Langevin (D-RI) to join the Committee on Armed Services Codel 
Langevin during the approximate period ofMay 24- June 2, 2009. The purpose of the 
trip is to conduct oversight duties in conjunction with Mr. Langevin's position as a 
member of the Armed Services Committee. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance 
as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Air 
Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for 
the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

·:· :. . . : .. } ~ · ... \ . . . 

. ' . atailliinll 
~ :' I ,• 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

~~Jifosi 
Jipmiur of~~ 

May20, 2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of May 14, 2009, regarding my 
upcoming delegation to China. Please note that in addition to the previously authorized 
travelers, the following staff members are authorized to travel: 

Mr. Gerry Waldron, Professional Staff Member, Select Committee on Energy 
Mr. Thomas Schreibel, Office of Rep. Sensenbrenner 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

r)--~ NANCY~SI 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

· Dear Mr. Se<:r¢tary: 

May21,2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of May 20, 2009, regarding my 
upcoming delegation to China. Please note that in addition to the previously authorized 
travelers, the following staff member is authorized to travel: 

Ms. Wyndee Parker, Office of the Speaker 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

(j-,~ 
NANCYPEWSI 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 
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Qtnngr:e5s nf t~t 1tnit:eb ~tatta 
llfaslrington, ilQJ: 20515 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
The Office of Secretary of Defense 
1155 Defense Pentagon Way 
Room 30921 
Washington, DC 20301 

May 20,2009 

We are writing to convey our support for the Army plan to assign an additional Brigade 
Combat Team (BCT) to the 3rd Infantry Division at Fort stewart and Hunter Army Air Field, 
Georgia. We share your expressed eoncem for the great hardship endured by the soldiers 
and their families and agree with your guiding princip1e to prevent the under-manning of units 
for combat while changing the policy an stop-loss. We believe the plan to bring the 51

h BCT 
to Fort Stewart Is in concert with the guiding principle of your statement on April 61

h and will 
continue the progress made in revitalizing our armed forces. 

Unquestionably, Fort Stewart is, for numerous strategic reasons, an ideal location for 
the Army to grow. But just as important it is imperative that the Army and the Department of 
Defense not lose sight of the issue of reliance-that state and ·local governments and the 
civic and business leaders relied on the request of the Army and the Department to be ready 
to accommodate these soldiers and their families. Accordingly, they have already invested 
about $450 million dollars in anticipation of the arrival of the BCT. 

While we recognize the extensive military analysis and fiscal constraints required in 
determining the location of a BCT, we firmly believe that it is In the best Interest of the 
Department of Defense to take into full account the investment at Fort Stewart and Hunter 
Army Air Field made by local communities long ago. The communHies made these decisions 
by taking to heart the clear assurance from Department leaders that the BCT was coming. 

· They responded to the Department's requests to provide the essential private sector support 
in advance of the arrival of the Brigade. In deciding this issue, we believe the Army and the 
Department must consider the extensive, good faith reliance of its partner community. The 
Department must live -up to its commitments. It must not break its word. 

The City of Hinesville, the surrounding communities, and the State of Georgia have 
demonstrated unwavering support for soldiers and families over many years. The area now is 
clearly recognized as one of the most Army-friendly installation in the U.'S. Community 
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leaders have faithfully and diligently worked with the Department and the private sector to 
ensure that the facilities and infrastructure is ready to receive the additional brigade. To date 
the community's investment of about $450 million in preparation for the expected growth to 
include $72 million in public school projects and other public sector infrastructure investment. 
The State of Georgia has again expanded its acclaimed HOPE Scholarship program to 
further extend the access to military families for full tuition, room and board to any Georgia 
public college or university for students who graduate from high school with a B average. 

We believe adding the 45th BCT in the Army to Fort Stewart would enhance the 
immediate operational effectiveness of the 3rc1 Infantry Division at the Fort Stewart and Hunter 
Army Air Field. When taking into consideration the emerging Center of Maneuver Excellence 
at Fort Benning and the growing presence of the BCTs at Fort Stewart, the Anny has an 
exceptional home base in the state of Georgia to meet all mission challenges for our nation's 
defense. Resources are already either In place or pending final construction to swiftly 
accommodate the arrival of the new Brigade and their faniilies. No other U.S installation can 
so effectively and quickly meet these needs. Commanders would have an Army unit with 
maximum adaptability and capability to meet combat requirements. Soldiers would be able to 
focus on their training, knowing that their families are settling into an installation and 
community that continues to welcome and accommodate them. 

Fort Stewart's strategic location in southeast Georgia makes it easily accessible by 
road, rail and sea. Hunter Army Air Field provides a strategic Airborne Point of Entry for unit 
deployment. Movement to ports takes pface in hours vice days and weeks. At 280,000 acres, 
Fort Stewart is the largest military installation east of the Mississippi River. The Army has 
invested some $670 million at Fort Stewart and Hunter Army Air Field in the past three years 
making it one of the most modern and efficient installations in the nation with additional 
construction pending for increased capacity. Training is efficient and cost effective due to the 
installation's digital multipurpose range training complex and other facilities located wHhin 
minutes of the cantonment areas. Fort Stewart and Hunter Army Air Field also has no 
significant environmental impact or encroachment issues. Just this month Fort Stewart and 
Hunter Army Air Field won its fourth Army Community of Excellence installation award. 

Accordingly, it is our request that the Department continue as originally planned to 
expand growth at Fort Stewart through the assignment of the additional BCT without 
adversely affecting the alignment of the current forces stationed at Fort Stewart and Fort 
Benning. We urge you to meet with Fort Stewart community leaders in the near future and 
permit them the opportunity to directly share their views and additional information on this 
issue. 
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Thank you for your distinguished service to our nation and thank you for your 
consideration of this letter. 

Sincerely, 

Paul Broun 

Hank Johnson Nathan Deal 

David Scott 

Page 3of3 

4/4 

, 



GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
1~TH DISTRICT. VlflGINIA 

3"0 CANNON HOUSE OFFICI; BuiLDING 
• WA11111NGTON, DC 20515 

(2021 J25-1492 

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET 

COMMIITEEON 
OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM 

SUBCOMMiTTEES: 

(!tottgrtss nf tqe lttittb ~tutts 
t;nu.ae- nf f!teprenntattu.es 

Dlttsqtngfon, iJ(!120515-4.611 

FAIRFAX OFFICE: 

4115 ANNANDALE R\JAD 
SUITE 103 

ANN4NOALE, VA 22003 
. (703) 266-3071 

~EDEAAL WORKFORCE, PosTAL SaiVICE, 
,liND THE DisTRICT OF CatUMBIA 

GOVERNMENT MANAGENENT, ORGANIZATION, 
AND I'ROCUilEMENT 

PRINCE WILUAM OFACE: 

430B RIOOEWOOD CE..,_A llfliVE 
WOOOBRIDGE, VA 22192 

1703) 67()-4969 

COMMmEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
SUBCOMMIT'IEES: 

M•oot.l: EAST AND SouTH AsiA 

President Barack Obama 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500-0003 

Dear President Obama, 

May 19,2009 

I am writing in the hope that you can clear .up some canfusion regarding the possible placement of detainees 
currently held at Guantanamo Bay Detention Camp. First of all, I would like to -~plau~l.your decision to close 

·· the prison at Guantanamo-Bay.--Booause-&tthe actions-of-the previous Administration, Gnantanamo.has_become ·-·---· 
a lightning rod for anti-U.S. criticism. Your decision to close the facility sends a signal that will restore U.S. 
credibility and build goodwill across the globe, give a boost to our diplomatic efforts abroad,_a.nd make 
Ainericans safer. . . ' . - . . . . 

.-

Of course, yoti.r· decision to close the facility Will require that some diffici.llt choices be made regarding the 
placement ofthe'24f detainees currently held-there. Like many ofmy cOlleagues, lwant to be sure that those. 

· decisions are mB.de with our national security interests placed above all others. That is why I supported an .. · 
amendment to the FY2009 Supplemental Appropriations Bill prohibitirig the use of funds to transfer detainees 
to ·the United ·states wttil the Acb:D.inistration submits to CongresS a comprehensive plan detailing the disposition 
of each individual and certifies to the Governor· and legislature of each state that the detainees do not pose a 
security risk. · 

Some members of the Virginia Congressionai Delegation have claimed that your Administration has a_ plan to 
house detainees at Marine Corps Base Quantico in Stafford, VA, a facility neighboring my district. As you are 
aware. MCB Quantico does maintain a detention facility. I am sure, however, that you share my view that it is 
not the appropriate place to house detainees awaiting trial or incarCerate those convicted and sentenced in the 
future.' - . ' 

MCB .QUan.tico is a Level I secure facility with a maxiinum _potential capacity of about 90. imnates. It is not 
equipped to house inmates for longer than 90 days and is generally uSed to temporarily hold inmates awaiting 
trariSfet to'a larger facility. Level I Is the lowest tier·in the military correctional system. Level I facilities are . 
sometimes the equivalent of~ loca.I jail. There are at least nine· major militaly prison facilities more secure and 
with more~pacitythan MCB Quantioo. Furtherniore, MCB Quantico ls an open baSe located just_ miles ftom 
tesidential·neighborhoods and~ unlike some of OUr Level II and' Level III facilities, does not ~ve a history of 
detaining enemy combatimts or high-level terrorism suspects. I am sure that your Administration has already 
determined that a Level I facility such as MCB Quantico is_ not the appropriate location for these detainees. 

.. , ' 

.. . ·. '•• ·-: ... , . 
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Unlike some of my Republican colleagues, I have· the utmost confidence ~ the men and women of our anned 
forces to securely detain these prisoners anywhere in the nation. But I am sure you agree that Level II or Level 
III facilities such as Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, WPNSTA, Charleston, SC~ or Fort Knox, KY are better 
equipped to house these prisoners. Ideally, the Guantanamo detainees will be held in appropriate locations 
overseas. But if that is not possible, they should be held in Level TI or Level ITI secure facilities with excess. 
capacity and a history of perfonning this kind of mission. MCB Quantico does not fit those criteria. 

GCIHA 

Sincerely, 

Gerald E. Connolly • . · 
Member of Congress 
11 rh District, Virginia 

cc:. Secretary Robei:t Ga_t~~ ... -· _ ... . . 
. -.Attorney GeneraLEric.Haldei,J.r _________________ _ 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

May21,2009 

NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
CI;AIAWOMAN, SUBCOMMITTeE ON INSULAR AFFAIRS, 

OCEANS ANO WILOL.E 

SuBCOMMITTEE ON NATIONAL PARKS, 
FoRESTS AND PUBLIC lANDS 

ARMED SERVICES COMMITI£E 
SUUC:OMMnTEE ON RI:AOINESS 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON MIUTARV PeRSONNEL 

I write to respectfully request that you convene a meeting of the Economic 
Adjustment Committee {EAC) at the earliest possible convenience and in accordance 
with a Government Accountability Office (GAO) report recommendation from Apri19, 
2009. Additionally, I would request an opportunity to address the EAC to present issues 
related to the military build-up on Guam. 

As was stated in the GAO report, more can be done by the Department of Defense 
(DoD) to help find ways to address Guam's civilian infrastructure improvement needs. 
Furthermore, the report stated that senior DoD leadership needed to engage at the 
appropriate levels to help facilitate a successful military build-up. I believe that the DoD, 
through the EAC, can better leverage th~ cooperation of other federal agencies to plan 
and budget for civilian infrastructure needs on Guam because of senior and executive 
level involvement in the committee·, I appreciate the boD's continued support and 
recognition of the importance of this program and I want to· contiliue working closely 
with the Department to ensure that this build-up is a success for our entire community . 

.. 
Sincerely, 



ERIC J.J. MASSA 
29TH 01STRICT1 NEW YORK a 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

COMMITTEE ON 
HOMELAND SECURITY 

atnuyrtss nf t~t Jnittb ~tat.es 
i,nu.at of lepresentatiur.a 

lltasl}ingtnn, II(!! 211515-3229 

Secretary Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofWar 
Vnited States of America 
1000 Defense ·Pentagon 
Washington, DC~ 

Dear;.~a~,\1 

May21, 2009 

1208 LONGWORTH House OFFICE BuilDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20615 

PHONE: 202-225-3161 
fA~: 202-226-6599 

I GROVE STREET, SUITE 101 
Prm;FQRD, NY 14534 
PHONE: 586-218-0040 

FA.: 5115-21&-0053 

89 WEST MARKET STREET 

CORNING, NY 14830 
PHONE: 607-654-7566 

FAx: 607--ti64-7568 

317 NORTM UNION STREET 

OlEAN, NV 14760 
PHONE: 716-372-2000 

FAx: 716-372-2869 

It has recently come to my attention from multiple sources, including reports from 
returning American military personnel, that we have .purchased Russian-made helicopters 
for the Afghan military. I have been further infonned that emergency supplemental 
funding may have been used, in addition to annual budgetary funding. 

I further understand that this program is a Defense or Department of State-administered 
initiative. · 

Unless advised to the contrary by you, I intend to publicly discuss what I consider to be 
an exceptionally misguided and inappropriate use of United States government funding. 
Therefore, I ask to hear from you as quickly as possible. 

Very Respectfully, 
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CHARLES B. RANGEL 
15TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

New YoRK 

COMMITIEE: 

WAYS AND MEANS 

JOINT COMMITfEI; 
ON TAXATION 

CHAIRMAN 

(.ongreg~ of tbt Wnittb $tatt~ 
l$oust of l\tprt5tntatibt5 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington DC 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

May 14,2009 

I CQmmend your decision to investigate the recent fatal shooting of five service members 
at Camp Liberty in Iraq in order to identify shortcomings in mental health care for troops 
deployed in war zones. 

This incident highlights not only the inherent danger to our deployed troops, even on 
their own bases, but the potential psychological consequences of combat stress and 
repeated deployments. The incident at Camp Libercy, as well as the growing incidences 
of suicide in the ranks, make it clear that more must be done to address the mental and 
psychological well-being of our men and women in uniform. The number of cases of 
suicide in the military has increased dramatically since the Vietnam War, reaching an all­
time high of 128 cases in 2008. 

I am horrified at the thought that the terrible slaughter in Iraq could easily have occurred 
in hometown, U.S.A. I agree with the caUs for expansion of psychological testing during 
deployments in war zones. But I believe it is equally important to provide for intensive 
mandatory psychological evaluations of members of the armed forces immediately prior 
to aeparation :as a pr~autionary step in the transition to civilian life. 

A£. a veteran of the Korean War, I have experienced the p.ifficulty oftransitioning to the 
real world after a stint in combat. The situation is worse today. That is why I have 
introduced legislation (H.R. 1963) which would require all those separating from active 
duty to receive counseling in how to repackage their military skills, where and how to 
find employment, along with physical and psychological testing. The growing incidences 
of post-separation domestic violence, PTSD and suicide, demands that we do more for 
those who have contributed so much to our country. 

I strongly urge you to expand your Camp Liberty investigation in order to determine the 
need for this universal mandatory approach. It seems clear to me that dealing with the 
difficulties of earning a living in a shrinking economy is increasingly fraught with 
uncertainty and stress, such as we've never seen before. 

GEORGE A. DALLEY 
CHEF OF STAfF 

JAMES E. CAPEL 
OISllUCT DIRECTOR 

WA.SHI~TON OrFtc:e DISTIVCT OFFICE 

0 2354 RAYBURN HoiJse OFAcE Bu~'"NG 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-3215 
TELEPHONE: (202} 225-4365 
FAx: {202) 22!Hl816 PLEASE RESPONO To OFFICE CHECKED 

0 163 WEST 125TH STREET 

NEW YORK, NY 10027 
TELEPHONE: 1212) !J63..3900 
FAX: (212}663-4277 



Honorable Robert M. Gates 
May 14,2009 
Page2 

Mr. Secretary, with full appreciation for your commitment to the welfare of our troops, I 
am prepared to work with you, Chairman Ike Skelton, and Chairman John Murtha to find 
ways to address these issues. 

Thank you for your consideration, and I look forward to working with you. 

Sincerely, 



~~~-- --------

HOUSE <~OMitiT~l~EE ON AHME:I) SE:RVICES 

llJ; .. JioBi~' crf l\qrtfmtlrtmu 
...... :20515 .... 35 

Hon. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washingto~ D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

'CINE l:l~flOR~DiiJ!¥£~ cq~s· 

May21. 2009 

We are writing to express our concern about the Department of Defense Health 
Information Technology (Health IT) systems. The committee has long expressed concern about 
how the department has managed its Health IT systems, and recent events have only deepened 
those fears. · 

A joint hearing on the Department of Defense Health IT systems was held on March 24, 
2009, by the subcommittee on Military Personnel, with oversight responsibility for the Military 
Health System, and the subcommittee on Terrorism and Unconventional Threals and 
Capabilities, with oversight responsibility for Department of Defense Infonnation Technology 
programs. At that bearing, we heard from the military services about the difficulties they have 
encountered with Health IT systems, specifically problems with the system known as AHL TA. 
We were encouraged that the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs and his staff 
agreed that there are serious problems with the Health IT systems. We were further encouraged 
when they presented what appeared to be an ambitious and comprehensive plan to overhaul the 
system that would address all of the issues raised by the services and would provide the best 
Health IT system possible for the department's beneficiaries. 

At that hearing, we were assured that the Department was committed to moving forward 
with their proposed solution, but that cost details could not be discussed because both the Fiscal 
Year 2009 supplemental request and the Fiscal Year 20 l 0 budget request were still in 
preparation. 

During our review of the Fiscal Year 2010 budget justification materials, we were 
surprised to find no mentit>n of the plan referenced by Health Affairs during the March hearing. 
Further, a review of the FiscaJ Year 2009 supplemental request did not tum up any mention of 
the proposed solution. Most recently, in testimony during ttm May 15, 2009, hearing on the· 
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Defense Health Program budget, the Acting Principle Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
Health Affairs and the Chief Information Officer failed to provide any additional insight into the 
cost of the proposed solution. 

We find this troubling. It calls into question the ability of the department to deliver on 
the commitments made by Health Affairs during the March hearing, as well as the promise of a 
Joint Virtual Lifetime Electronic Record recently announced by you and Secretary S~i. at 
least for health infonnation. We therefore respectfully request that you look into the situation 
and report back to the committee with the actual status and content of any plan or strategy to 
improve the Department of Defense Health IT systems, as well as projected costs and a budget 
submission schedule. We look forward to discussing your findings. 

Very truly yours, 

Chairwoman 
Subcommittee on Military Personnel 

Subcommittee on Terrorism 
Unconventional Threats and Capabilities 

SD/AS/JW/JM:dk 

SQ-7 .~ _··:•··:~-. 
--,v~ 

.. Joe Wilson 
Ranking Member 



MIKE COFFMAN 
6TH DISTRICT, COLORADO 

ARMED SERVICES COMMITIEE 

NATURAL RESOURCES COMMiffiE <!tougrrss nf t~e lltuiftb £.;fates 
SMALL BUSINESS COMMITIEE 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Room 3E880 
Washington DC. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Jinust of ltprt.a:eutatiut.s 
Wasqfn9tnu, i<!I 20515-0606 

June 2, 2009 

1508 loNGWOiml HoU$0 OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(2021225-7882 

DISTIIICT OFFICI:' 

9220 KIMMER ORI\'E 
Surre220 

LON• TRE<, co 80124 
17201 283-9772 

last week I had the opportunity to visit with our military and civilian leaders in both Iraq 

and Afghanistan. I was able to spend time talking to some of our troops and with members of 

our diplomatic corps· as well. I was deeply impressed with the unwavering dedication of all of 

our young men and women who serve our nation during such difficult times and under such 

challenging circumstances. 

This was my first trip back to Iraq since having served with the United States Marine Corps in al 

Anbar province from August 2005 to March 2006. No doubt. I was deeply impressed with the 

progress that has been made and I'm confident that we are now on our way to bringing our 

direct involvement in Iraq to a just conclusion. 

However, I am deeply disturbed by what 1 saw in Afghanistan. There is little question that the 

focus of the main effort, since 2003, has been with Iraq and that we are only now shifting our 

attention to Afghanistan. 

In neglecting Afghanistan, the radical elements of the Afghan Taliban have regained a strong 

foothold in the country. They have been able to deny the government of Afghanistan the 

security necessary for the political process to move forward and have caused much of the 

population to lose faith with their nascent representative government. 

Mr. Secretary, we've made enough mistakes already in Afghanistan that have allowed the once­

defeated enemy to reemerge and dominate whole provinces. It's time we were honest with 

the American people about the true cost of what it will take to win this war. 

I'm reminded of how we reversed the situation in Iraq. General David Petraeus is credited with 

devising and executed a strategy commonly referred to as the "surge." The surge had two 

primary components that were at the heart ofthe strategy. The first part was increasing U.S 

troop strength from 140,000 to 160,000 and the second was a redeployment of our forces from 
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the larger more secure base camps, located outside of Iraqi population centers, to smaller 

forward operating bases within their communities. The surge provided enough security to 

allow the political process to move forward and thus gave Iraq a level of stability that now 

permits the United States and our coalition partners to proceed with a phased withdrawal from 

the country. 

Afghanistan has no history of effective governance, has a larger and equally diverse population 

than Iraq, is physically a larger county than Iraq, and has a determined resurgent enemy. Yet 

when you add together our projected troop strength, military advisors and trainers {68,000) 

along with the contributions from our coalition partners in Afghanistan (32,000}, it all comes 

out to a number that is far less than the commitment we made in Iraq during the surge in 2007 

when Coalition Forces in Iraq totaled 168,000 plus 14,000 from our coalition partners. Equally 

troubling ls the current p~an's increase in Afghan security forces, both police and army, to 

216,000 which is far less than the 615,000 total that is currently serving in Iraq. 

While the Pakistan Army is now launching offensive operations against their indigenous 

Pakistani Tali ban, they have shown little enthusiasm, if any, for confronting the Afghan Taliban 

on their side of the border who enjoy a safe haven critical to their success. 

When I questioned you and Admiral Mike Mullen, Chairman ofthe Joint Chiefs of Staff, at a 

hearing of the House Armed Services Committee about the projected resources dedicated to 

Afghanistan, Admiral Mullen answered that once we get into the mission, we will have an 

opportunity to reassess what we need. 

Mr. Secretary, I think that it is obvious that there are not sufficient resources dedicated to 

winning the war in Afghanistan and that each day we move forward without a sufficient plan is 

a day that prolongs this war and unnecessarily increases the number of our young men and 

women who are either killed or wounded. 

My guess is that senior officials within the Department of Defense probably already know that 

the plan is inadequate but they are fearful that it will be unpopular to put out larger 

requirem~nts and reverse the goal of giving our troops a longer dwell time between 

deployments. It would also force reconsideration of the three additional Army brigade combat 

teams that were initially planned for but were cut out of the Administration's new Defense 

budget. 



Mr. Secretary, again, by not putting in the necessary resources to win in Afghanistan, we are 

continuing the same old policies of dragging out a war that has already gone on for too long 

and has cost too many lives. 

The right thing to do may not be the best decision politically for the Administration, but it is the 

best decision on behalf of those whom we are asking to serve in Afghanistan. 

Mike Coffman 

Member of Congress 



DON YOUNG 
CONGIIE$SMAII F0111 Au. Av.liiiA 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
US Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301~1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 
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June l, 2009 

COMMITTE! ON 
RE80Ufi<:ES 

c:CIMMI'TTe:E ON 
TRANSilORTATION 

FII!PUIUCAN 
POLICY COMMITTEE 

As you continue your visits to Elmendorf Air Force Base and Ft. Greely I write to urge 
you to reconsider funding the construction of Missile Field Two and the fielding of the final 
fourteen Ground Based Interceptors at Ft. Greely, Alaska and to continue funding procurement 
of the F-22 Raptor until final publication of the next Mobility Capability Study and the 2010 
Quadrennial Defense Review. 

We are sending the wrong message to our enemies by stopping the placement of these 
interceptors. North Korea continues to build its missile capabilities and is now able to launch a 
missile capable of hitting any place in the United States. As they showed by threatening to hold 
more nuclear and missile tests, North Korea's test of a two stage Intercontinental Ballistic 
Missile (ICBM) on April Sth of this year was only the beginning. They have begun to restore 
their nuclear reactor, tested numerous short range missiles and a nuclear weapon and are 
preparing to test another ICBM. All of this has occurred since your announcement that we 
would not finish fielding the Ground Based Interceptors at Ft. Greely. 

While thirty interceptors may be enough to counter the current threat from North Korea, 
it is clear that it will not be enough in the future and these interceptors will need to be fielded to 
ensure our ability to counter all missile threats from Rogue Nations. Before capping Missile 
Field Two, it is important that the realities of construction in the Interior of Alaska be taken into 
consideration. Due to the Arctic climate, penna.frost and extreme temperatures, the construction 
season is significantly shorter in Alaska than it is in the Lower 48 States. Putting off 
construction now may not leave enough time to complete construction of Missile Field Two 
when it is needed. 
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Also, as you have seen at Elmendorf Air Force Base, the F-22 Raptor is and will continue 
to be an important platform for ensuring air dominance for our military. For that reason, I 
believe it is a mistake to cap the number of F-22s purchased by the Air Force at 187. Having 
seen the F-22 fighters stationed at Elmendorf Air Force Base, I believe the F-22 is the best 
fighter in the world now and will remain the best fighter for the next twenty years. It is the only 
5th Generation fighter that has been fielded. And there are already situations in which a 4th 
Generation fighter like the F-15 or F-16 would be unable to operate in due to sophisticated and 
lethal air defense systems like the SA-20 and S-300/400. Stopping production now, when the 
first F-35 squadrons won't be fully formed until 2013, will leave a critical vulnerability in the 
Air Force's ability to provide air dominance. 

Of course, l understand that fighters with the capabilities of the F-22 are expensive, 
which is why it makes sense to field a fleet made up of both F-22s and the less expensive F-35s. 
Prior to lowering the number of F-22s due to the budget crunch caused by the Global War on 
Terror, the Air Force was going to purchase 381 F-22s and approximately 1,800 F-35s. While 
the F-35 does not have the capabilities of the F-22, it is still more than capable of fonning the 
backbone of the fighter fleet with the help of the F-22. The F-22 is the advanced, clearing force 
and the F-35 is the holding force and their capabilities and procurement numbers reflect that. It 
is not an either/or situation-both planes are necessary for the Air Force to continue to control 
the skies. 

Even with a proper mix, however, a fleet of 183 F-22s is not enough to deter or meet the 
potential threats facing our country. Once training1 maintenance and tests are factored in to that 
number, it leaves only 100 fighters available. There have been over 30 air campaign studies over 
the last 15 years that showed a requirement for far more than 183 F-22s to replace a fleet of over 
800 F ·15s. And with so few F-22s, the planes will be used more often, they will age quickly and 
they wiU not be available for all of the missions which they could be used for. And since the 
production line will be shut down, the Air Force will have to choose between using planes that 
aren't as well suited for missions or restarting production at significant costs. That situation will, 
more likely than not, leave the United States in the same vulnerable position it is in now, with 
rapidly aging planes and an Air Force that is unable to establish air dominance with minimal loss 
of planes and people the way it has over the past 50 years. 

Assuming that we will not face threats which will require the capabilities of the F-22 to 
meet is a dangerous decision that we will regret. By procuring 243 F-22s, the amount that most 
Air Force threat studies have shown to be necessary, we will ensure that we will not only have 
enough F-22s to meet all threats, but we will prevent threats from becoming reality by ensuring 
that many countries decide that fighting the United States is not worth the drastic losses our Air 
Force will inflict. 



Thank you again for taking the time to come to Alaska and tour our military installations. 
The men and women that serve in Alaska are among the best in the world and I am proud to 
represent them in Congress. I hope you will continue to do everything in yottr power to provide 
them with the necessary equipment and support for them to continue to protect our country 
everyday and I Jook forward to working with you in the future to ensure our military remains the 
best the world has ever seen. 

£Ely,~ 
Congr=nan ;G aska 

DONYO G 

·-·-··--·· -·····---------------
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Last year I had the pleasw-e of introducing the leadership of Camp Lejeune to Caroline 
Canines for Service. Together, they have successfuJly implemented a program that utili2es the 
inmates at the brig to 1rain dogs to assist wounded personnel returning tiom Operation Iraqi 
~reedom. and Operation Enduring Freedom. This program benefits the rehabilitation of both the 
tnmate and the wounded Marine. 

Caro for ow woundocl veterans may take many forms. 1be p10gmn at Camp I,eiieune 
may train these amimals to pcrfonn up to 80 functiona. Dogs may also be trained to provide 
mobility to the disabled and bdng a degree of normalcy to an illdividual's life. ln. addition, these 
dogs give unconditional ~ve and loyalty to the people they serve. 

The program at Camp Lcjeuuc's brig is unique and has gained the attention of many 
around the nation. I believe the Department of Defense would benefit from repUcating this 
program at olher appropriate installaliODS. I woulcl encourage you to determine if tbis effort 
could be expanded to other bases. 

· Sincerely, 

~~ 
Wahcr B. Jones 
Member of Congress 
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Ma. Elimbeth King 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
Le&islative AffaJrs 

VIA Facsimile (703-693·5530) 
URGENT MEMBER REQUEST 

U.S. Department of Defense 
· 1300 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Ms. King: 

In 1985~ Public Law 99--145 created the National Science Center to stimulate interest and 
increase the math and science proficiency of out nation's students. Beginning as a partnership 
between the U.S. Departm.ent of the Army and the National Science Center Inc., funding has 
been allocated until fiscal year 2010~ discontinuing at that point due to budget constraints.· 

The Tenth Coqressional District of Georgia. which I represent, is home to the only National ; 
Scicmce Center Discovery ACIIdemy in the nation. Without continued funding, the mission of the 
Center. to promote sciencet technology. engineering, and matbematie~ education throupout the 
Dation, will become extremely difficult to :tU1till. As a ranking member on the Committee on 
Science and. Tecbnoloif and. as a physician, I undmstand the importance of educating our 
children in these crucial subjects and stand in support of the Center's misPon. 

With this, I am requesti:na the assistance ofyour·aeency in finding funding avenues available to 
assist the National Science Center. Specifically~ the Center is interested in &f81US and public­
plivato partnership opportunities. I would appreciate your written response as to the manner in 
which your agency can assist the Center. This initiative is of the hiahest importance to my oflice 
and. I would greatly appreoi.ate an expedited response to this matter. I am enclosing documents 
which further describe the mission md history of the National Science Center. If you have any 
questions please do not hesitate to contact my Grants Coordinator. Nicole Acevedo, at 706-447 .. 
3857. 

Encl. as stated 

--... 
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Paul C. Brolll\ M.D. 
Member of Congress 
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BOB ETHERIDGE 
2ND DISTRICT, NORTH CAAOLINA 

COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

SUBCOMMimE ON TRADE 
SuBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT 

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET 

SENIOR WHIP 

cteongre~s of tbe llnittb ~tates 
J)o~t of 1\eprtsentatfb.es 

11la:"'ington, Ulct 20515 

Secretary Robert Gates 
Department of Defense 
The Pentagon Office ofThe Secretary 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

June4, 2009 

1533 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUIL.J)ING 

W ASHINGTOI'I, DC 20515 
1202) 22H531 

DISTRICT OFFICES: 

333 fAYETTEVILLE STREET, SUilE 605 

RALEIGH,. NC 27601 
{919) 829-i122 

1 {8881 262-6202 

F.O. Box 1059 
609 NORTH 1ST ST"""T 
LIWNGTON, NC 27546 

(910) 81-H335 
, {866) 384-37'13 

www.house.gov/elherldge 

I am writing to you regarding a recent decision by Dr. Shirley Miles, the Director of the 
Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA), to increase middle school class sizes and 
remove kindergarten classroom aides throughout DoDEA schools. I urge you to reexamine this 
policy and move to ensure our studet]tS get the attention they need for success in the 21st 
Century. Study after study has demons~ted that smaller classes improve learning and increase 
academic achievement,. especially in .tlie. early grades. Militacy children, in particular, need· 
special attention to address.the challenges offrequC!!J.t moves and parents who are deployed. It is 
unacceptable to shortchange our students by increasi~g class size. 

As the only fonner state schools chief serving in Congress, I know firsthand how 
important it is to have quality teachers who can address the needs of each individual child. 
Education is the key to the future for our children, and class size is a critical component of 
making sure that our schools provide the best possible learning environment for our students. 
According to the researeh by the U.S. Department of Education, reducing class size is one of 
only four reforms that have been shown to increase student achievement. There are also health. 
safety, and socialization benefits to smaller class sizes and reduced pupil-to-teacher ratios (PTR). 
Yet the DoDEA's decision moves our schools in the opposite direction, increasing the student­
to-adult ratio in kindergarten from 14.5:1 to 18:1, and increasing the PTR for middle school from 
16:1 to 25:1. This plan shortchanges our students and will reduce our schools' effectiveness. 

Eight elementary schools and one junior high school in my district would be affected by 
these changes. Albritton iunior High School stands to lose 12. teachers. While .the elementary 
schools would gain 8 teachers on paper, the elimination of dedicated teacher's aides for 
kindergarten cJ~sroo~s means a significant reduction in classrQOm oversight and effective 
pupil-to-tea.Cher ratios:. This is the.:Wrong direction for c;mr schoola to ·be going, and it contradicts 
both good- pedagogy and parent a.Qd· Stiiden~ needs.,. Ju.. DoDEA's recent .customer service·sutvey, 
parents and stUdents both indicate.d their'pt;lieftitat lowering class sizes was one of the most ... 
important things that could be do,Oe to improve DoD ~chools ... :· . 



Secretary Robert Gates 
May29~ 2009 
Page2 

Research shows that in the early years classes with 13 to 17 students achieve better 
results. The Federal goal is to have class sizes no larger than 18, and best practices for 
kindergarten call for class sizes to be limited to 12. I urge you work towards this goal in DoD 
schools and ensure that our military children get the attention they need in the classroom. Thank 
you in advance for your attention to this issue. 

BE:dw 

Bob Etheridge 
Member of Congress 



MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
GUAM 

427 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, OC 20515-5301 

1202) 225-1188 
fAx: 12021 226-0341 
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The Honorable William J. Lynn, Ill 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
1010 Defense Pentagon, Room 3E944 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Lynn, 

June2, 2009 

NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

~AlfiWOMAN, SUSWMMI T 'I:E ON INSUL.Aft AfFAIRS, 
Qc~ANS AND WILDLIFE 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATIONAL PARKS, 
fORt:STS AND PuBLIC lANDS 

ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE 

SuoCOMMITTEC ON READINESS 

SuBCOMMITTE~ ON MILITARY PERSONNEL 

I write to respectfully request that a meeting of the Economic Adjustment Committee 
(EAC) be convened this month to help address the pressing civilian infrastructure requirements 
and other budget concerns relating to the implementation of the military build-up on Guam. 

I urge you and senior officials at the Department of Defense (DOD) to move forward in 
scheduling and planning this next EAC meeting without deJay. A recent Government 
Accountability Office (GAO) report dated April 9, 2009, recommends that DOD regularly 
convene meetings of the full executive-: level EAC to coordinate interagency planning and 
assistance for the Government of GUam.. As stated in the GAO report, DOD concurred with this 
recommendation. Much work remains under·an aggreSsive ~ constrained timeline for the 
military build-up on Guam to be inipleliiented success:ftiily. i.. meeting of the EAC this month is 
important for timely and improved coordination among federal agencies with the Government of 
Guam. This coordination is needed to successfully budget for and satisfy identified program 
requirements. 

Thank you for ydur kind consideration of this request. 

. . . 
· Sincerely, 

a,.~;).'.£~ 
MADELEINE . BORDALLO 

mber of ngress . 
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JuneS, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

DARRELL E. ISSA, CAUFORNIA. 
RANI<ING lotiNORilY r.IENIEER 

DAN BURTON. NliANA 
JOHN t.t. McHUGH. NEW YORK 
JOHN l. MICA, FLOIIDA 
t.WIK E. SOUDER. I'IOII.NA 
TOOD RUSSEU PLAn8, PENNSYLVANIA 
JOHN J. OIMCIIN, JR., TE'INESSfE 
MICIW3. R. TURNER. OHIO 
LYNN A. WESJMCIRELANO, GEORGIA 
PAlRICK T. MCHENRY, NORTH CAROLINA 
BRIM! P. BILBRAY, CJ\UFOANIA 
.IM JORDAN, OtiO 
JEFF FLAKE. ARIZONA 
JEFF FDRTENBERII\', NEBRASAA 
JASON CHAFFETZ, VTAH 
AARON SCHOa<,IU.INOIS 

I write to raise an issue with you regarding the efforts of my Subcommittee staff 
to schedule a briefing with the Department of Defense. The staff has been attempting for 
over two months to schedule a briefing with the appropriate Department officials to 
gather information about U.S. global defense posture. To date, they have not received a 
satisfactory response. Please accept this letter as a formal request for your assistance in 
facilitating this briefing. 

My staff is seeking information on both past and future plans for U.S. overseas 
basing strategy. Specifically, I have tasked the Subcommittee staff with reporting on: 

• 
• 
• 

I 

management of the U.S. global defense posture; 
the total size, shape, and cost of the U.S. overseas military footprint; 
recent activity related to realignment or redeployment of overseas forces; 
and 
future plans to review the global defense posture, particularly in the 
context of the 2010 Quadrennial Defense Review. 

It is my understanding that the Office of the Under Secretary for Policy and the 
Office of the Deputy Under Secretary for Installations and Environment are the most 
relevant offices for this inquiry. 

At my direction, my staff initiated contact with the Department on this issue on 
March 31,2009. After contacting the Department again on Aprill7, 2009, the assigned 
action officer within the Office of Legislative Affairs informed them that the Department 
needed an additional two weeks to address the request, due to the need to focus on 
hearings being held by other congressional committees. After honoring that request, the 

1 



staff contacted the Department at least five times both by phone and by email between 
May 13 and May 26,2009. In each of these communications the Department simply 
requested more time. 

I do not believe this to be an unreasonable request, but my Subcommittee staff has 
expended an incredible amount of effort to facilitate this briefing. At this point, I feel 
compelled to request your attention to this matter in the interest of expediting a response. 
I request a response from the Department no later than Friday, June 12, 2009. Thank you 
for your kind attention to this matter. 

cc: Rep. Jeff Flake 
Ranking Member 

hF.~ /:,~.Tierney 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on National Security 

and Foreign Affairs 

Subcommittee on National Security 
and Foreign Affairs 

2 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

June 1, 2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of April30, 2009, regarding Codel Pastor to 
Seattle, Washington during the approximate period of June 5-7, 2009. The following 
Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Ed Pastor, Chainnan (D-AZ) and Mrs. Venna Pastor 
The Honorable GabrieUe Giffords, Vice Chairman (D-AZ) 
The Honorable Devin Nunes (R-CA) 
The Honorable Zoe Lofgren (D-CA) 
The Honorable Silvestre Reyes (D-TX) and Mrs. Carolina Reyes 
The Honorable Raul M. Grijalva (D-AZ) 
The Honorable Henry Cuellar (D-TX) 
The Honorable Jared Polis (D-CO) 

Mr. Peter Quilter, Professional Staff, House Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Dr. Kay A. King, Director, Office oflnterparliamentary Affairs 
Mr. Jim Farr, Finance Clerk, House Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Ms. Samantha Goldstein, Staff Assistant, House Committee on Foreign Affairs 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

~~ 1

NJv;~Zosi 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DG 20301; 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

June 2, 2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of June 1, 2009, regarding Codel Pastor to 
Seattle, Washington during the approximate period of June 5-7, 2009. In addition to those 
previously listed, the following persons are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Bob Filner (D-CA) and Mrs. Jane Merrill 

In addition, the following persons have been invited to travel with the delegation: 

Ms. June Beittel, CRS detailee to House. Committee on Foreign Affu.irs 
Ms. Irene Bruno, Interpreter, Department of State 
Ms. Teresa Willett, Interpreter, Department of State 
Ms. Isabel Mangan, Interpreter, Department of State 
Ms. Olivia Reinshagen-Hernandez, Interpreter, Department of State 
Ms. Barbara Phillips, Interpreter, Department of State 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

D~:f~ 
·speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

II II 



DAVID R. OBEY. WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
Jot-IN P. MURTHA. PENNSYLVANIA 
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON 
P>l.»J 8. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA 
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO 
PE'ITR J. VISCLOSKV.INDIANA 
NITA M. LOWEY. NEW YORK 
JosE E. SERRANO. NEW YORK 
ROSA l. DeLAURO, CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MORAN, VIIIGIOIIA 

Q:ongrcss of the tinittd ~tat[S 
JOHN W. OLVER. MASSACHUSETTS 
ED PASTOR. ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PIIICE, NORTH CAROLINA 
CHET EDWARDS, 'ITXAS 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RtiODE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHeY, NEW YORK 
LUCillE ROYBAI.-ALLARO, CALIFORNIA 
SAM FAAR. CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS 
CAROL VN C. I<ILPA TRICK MICHIGAN 
AU.EN BOYD, FLORIDA 
CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. AOTHIAAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR., GEORGIA 
MA.RWlN BERRV. ARICANSAS 
BARBAIIA U:E. CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF, CAUFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA 
BETTY M'COLLUM, MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN. OHIO 
CA "DUTCH" RUPPEASBERGER, MAAVLAND 
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. FLORIDA 
CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS 
LINCOLN DAVIS. 'ITNNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR. CCLOAIAOO 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

!\oust of 'RtprtSmtatiors 
Q:ommitttc on 2lppropriations 
'1111Jashington, BQ: 20515-6015 

June2, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS, CAUFORNIA 
C. W.lliU YOUNG. FLORIDA 
IWIOUD ROGERS. KENTUCKY 
FRANK R. WOLF. VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
ROONEY P. FRELNGHUYSEN. NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS 
ZACH WAMl', TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT B. AOEROOLT, ALABAMA 
JOANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS 
MIC~l K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIRK ILLINOIS ' 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS fl. FIEHiiiERG, MONTANA 
JOHf-1 R. CARTER, TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEXANDER. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CAUFORNIA 
JO BONNER. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LA TOURErTE. OHIO 
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
SEVERL Y PHETO 

'ITU:PHONE: 
1202122Hn1 

Authorization is hereby granted to Representatives C. W. Bill Young, Rodney 
Frelinghuysen, and Jo BoWler, members of the Committee on Appropriations and Tom 
McLemore, professional staff member of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel on a 
CO DEI. led by Parker Griffith to Paris and N.onnandy, France during the·approxim.ate time 
period of June 12-15, 2009. The purpose of this tnp is to attend the Paris Air Show and meeting 
with government and business executives to discuss aerospace and defense issues of mutual 
interest and to attend a wreath laying ceremony. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

It will be appreciated if you will have persolUlel from the. Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via military 
aimrnft. · · · 

Sincerely, 

?~~ 
Chairman 
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ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 

Mr. Robert Wilkie 
Assistance Secretary of Defense for 
Legislative Affaits 

19111 DISTRICT, FlORIDA 

May 11,2009 

ii!JUUl 

fLEAS£ RESPOND lO; 
2470 RAYIIURN HOUSE OI'!'ICF. BUILDING 

WASWINQTI)C\j, DC 1051 S-0918 

0 (2021 22S-39lt 
FAA: 120ll225-!i620 

hnp"J/www.house.govlros·lehtln•n 

DISTIIICT OFFICE: 
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1300 Desense Pentagon 
Washington D.C. 20301 In reply refer to: 206454911\g 

Dear Mr. Wilkie: 

Mrs Gladys Valdes bas contacted my Congressional district office regard~ her 
need to have the U.S. Depanment of State and the U.S. Small Business Administration 
review and certify her company solicitations as soon as possible. 

Mrs. Valdes states that she is the owner of Ibiley Manufacturing Corporation, a 
small Hispanic b\Wness located in Miami, Florida. Her company bas been manufacturing 
miliury uniforms for the DOD since September of 2001. Presently~ most of her 
solicitations, and specifically SPMl CI·09-R0033 and M678S409RJOOO. have not yet been 
certified. As soon as these solicitations are assigned to her, she could bring back to work 
120 of her cmployess who are eunently receiving unemployment. I am enclosing a copy of 
Mrs. V al.des • correspondence which contains details regarding this case. 

Mrs Valdez respectfully requests that 
solicitations withouth delay, consistent with al 

DOD and the SBA cenify her 
lc rules and regulations. 

IRUmg 
cc: Mr. Guy Torres, Director 

SBA, HUB-Zone 
409 3 St. Sw 8111 Floor 
Washington :O.C. 20416. 

cc: Ms. Gladys Valdes 
fbi ley Manufacturing Corporation 
1927 West Flager St. 
Miami, Aorida 33135 

en 
:Member of Congress 

Pi'IIN"Ti:D ON l'lfCVtl.El) PAP&A 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CltAifiiiAN 
JOHN P, MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA 
NORMAN D. PICK$, WASHINGTON 
ALAN S. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA 
MARCY KAPTUR. OHIO 

. PETER J. VISC\,09;Y, INDIANA 
NIT AM. LOWEY, NEW YORK 
JOSE E. SERRANO, NEW YORK 
ROSA L. DELAURO, CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MO!IAN, VIRGINIA 

Q:ongrrss of the tinitnt ~tarrs 
JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHIJSETIS 
ED PASTOR. ARIZONA 
OAVID E. PRICE. NORTH CAROLINA 
CHET ~OWARDS, TEXAS 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND 
MAU~ICE D. HINCHEY, NEW V()A:K 
LUCilLE ROYBAL·ALLARD, CALlFORNIA 
SAM FARR. CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L. JACKSON, JR .. ILLINOIS 
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
AU.EN BOYD. FLORJOA 
CHAKA FATIAH. PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD D. BISHOP. JR .. GrDRGIA 
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE. CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW YORK 
nM RYAN, OHIO 
C.A. "DVTCH" RUPPERSBERGER, MARVLAIIID 
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Fl.ORIDA 
ClftO RODRIGUE2, TEXAS 
LINCOLN DAVIS. TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR, COlORAOO 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Jiou.sc of 'Rqnumtatlots 
ctommittrc on gppropriatlons 
Washington, B~ 20515-6015 

June 4, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG. FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS. KENTUCKY 
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK laNGSTON. GEORGIA 
ROONEY P. FRELINGHUVSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TOOO TIAHRT, KANSAS ' 
ZACH WAMP. TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT 8. ADERHOLT. At.ABAMA 
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMI'SON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON. TEXAS 
MIARK STEVEN KIAK,IWNDIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLOROA 
DENNIS A. REHBERG. MONTAN4 
JOHN A. CARTER, TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEXANPER, LOUISIANA 
KEN CAL VERT, CALIFORNIA 
JO BONNER. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE. OHIO 
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA 

CLERK ANP STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY PHETO 

TELE'HONE: 
12021225-2771 

Authorization is hereby granted to The Honorable Adam Schiff and The Honorable Steve 
Israel, members of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time 
period of June 26, 2009- July 3, 2009, to Ireland, Jordan, Algeria, and Tunisia. The Honorable 
Cliff Stearns, The Honorable Solomon ortiz, The Honorab]e Darrell Isa, The Honorable Gene 
Green, and The Honorable Donald Manzullo will participate in the CODEL under separate 
authorization. The purpose of this trip is to meet with government and non-government officials, 
assess aid programs and policies, and discuss security issues facing the region. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in cmmection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via military 
aircraft. 

David R. Obey 
Chairman 
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DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P. MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA 
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON 
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN. WEST VIRGINIA 
MARCY ICAI'T\JR, OHIO 
PETER J. VISCLOSI<Y. INDIANA 
NITA M.LOWEV, NEW YORK 
JOS£ E. SERRANO. NEW YORK 
ROSA L. O.LAURO, CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA 

Q:ongrrss of thr ilnitrd ~tatrs 
JOHN W. OlVER. MASSACHUSETTS 
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PAICE. NORTH CAROLINA 
CHET EOWAROS, TEXAS 
PATRICKJ. KENNEI>V, RHODE ISLAND 
MAUfliCE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
UJCILLi ROYBAL-ALLARD, CAUFORNIA 
SAM FARR, CAUFORNIA 
JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., ILUNOIS 
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK. MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYD, FlORIDA. 

'!tousr of 1Rtprmrntatiom 
4Ulmmitttr on Slpproprtations 
tlllashington, f)Q: 20515-6015 

CHAKA FATTAH. PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN; NEW JERSEY 
SANfORD 0. BISHOP, JR .. GEORGIA 
MARION BEIIRV, ARKANSAS 
BAR BAllA LEE, CALIFORNI.r. 
ADAM SCHIFf, CAUFOANL4 
MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLLUM. MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN, OHIO 
C.A. "DUTCH" RUPP£RSBERGER, MARYLAND 
BEN CHANDLER. KENTUCKY 
OE881E WASSERMAN SCHULT7, FLORIDA 
CIRO RODRIGUEZ. TEXAS 
LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSOE 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
l 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

June 9, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS, C.r.LIFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG. FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY 
FRANK R. WOLF. VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSmN, GEORGIA 
ROONEY P. FREUNGHUYSEIII, NEW JERSEY 
roDDTIAHRT, KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA 
J0 ANN EMERSON.II!ISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS 
M"HAEL K. 511\!PSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBE~SON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIRK. IU.INOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW. FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARlER, TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANDER. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
J0 BONNER, ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE. OHIO 
TOM COLE. OI:I.AHOMA 

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
1202122s-2n1 

On March 23rd, I wrote to you asking you to review your Department's 
policy on outsourcing and suggesting that you halt A-76 studies pending the Office 
of Management and Budget's (O:MB's) review of the A-76 program pending the 
Office of Management and Budget's review of the A-76 program. I requested a 
prompt reply. · 

I was disappointed with the response that I received on April 28th, from your 
former Undersecretary for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics which largely 
restated the facts contained in my letter to you. The response also stated that the 
"Department is reviewing the current (A-76) program''. This response appears to 
misstate what is indeed occurring within the Defense Department and does not 
address my concerns. 

Originally, the OMB Circular A-76 process was to be used as a tool to 
determine the most efficient source for performing "commercial" work - either in 
the public or private sector. The use of the OlviB Circular A-76 process was 
extensively criticized by the Government Accountability Office (GAO) in two 
2008 reports. According to GAO, the OMB guidance for the A-76 process was 
flawed. As a result, there may have been inadequate tracking of costs and savings 
but moreover, there are serious concerns that agencies, particularly DoD, had 
started privatization studies in response to arbitrary targets. Moreover, the DoD 
Inspector General has found that an OMB error in the A-76 calculation of 
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"overhead" could wrongly and unfairly result in the outsourcing of workload. 
However, DoD has recently used O:MB A-76 to push more and more work into the 
private sector. Indeed, in fiscal year 2008, DoD more than doubled spending for 
contractor provided services compared to the amount it spent a decade ago but 
your Department has been unable to answer basic questions such as how many 
contractors and subcontractors there are and their average salaries. 

To halt the continued conversion of functions to contractor performance 
until the Administration could conduct a thorough review of its a-76 policy, the 
Fiscal Year 2009 Omnibus Appropriations Act includes a government-wide 
moratorium on beginning or announcing any A-76 studies. In addition, the 
President has announced a broader review of" ... when governmental outsourcing 
for services is and is not appropriate ... " Yet, the Defense Department is 
continuing to move forward with numerous public-private competition studies that 
were in progress before the moratorium took effect, and without further validation 
of estimated savings, to include converting government functions to contractors. 

Therefore I once again, strongly this time, recommend that you immediately 
suspend all ongoing activities related to OMB Circular A-76 studies, including the 
conversion of functions performed by federal employees to contractor performance 
and I recommend that you do so for the remainder of Fiscal Year 2009. 

I once again request a prompt response from you to this letter. 

Respectfully, 

(\ ~ (? \Jv.,.__-:-~ 
6.~ P. Murtha 
~:irman 
Defense Subcommittee 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
Department of Defense 
1 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington,',D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 
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I am writing with regard to media reports on the actions of Defense Department (DOD) contractors in 
Afghanistan. Of particular concern is an alleged incident involving employees ofParavant, a subsidiary 
of the private security contractor currently known as Xe, formerly known as Blackwater Worldwide. 
Paravant is owned by Erik Prince, founder, owner, and former Chief Executive Officer of Blackwater. It 
has been wi4ely reported that on May S, 2009, four off-duty Paravant employees opened fire on Afghan 
civilians. One of the Afghans died and two others were injured in the shooting. 

On May 19, 2009, U.S. military spokesman, Lt. Col. Chris Kubik, stated that Paravant violated the tenns 
of its contract with DOD, which bars contractors' employees from carrying the types of firearms used in 
the shooting and frorri possessing any firearms outside of training settings. The employees allege that 
Paravant supplied them the guns, which also violated the tenns of the contract. 

The State Department decided not to renew its contract with Blackwater Worldwide (now Xe) after the 
Iraqi Government, in January 2009, refused to ter~ew Its operating license. The Imqi government cited 
the company's involvement in a 2007 shooting incident in Baghdad in which 17 innocent civilians were 
killed as a reason for its decision. Fallout from that incident prompted Mr. Prince to resign from 
Blackwater Worldwide in March 2009 and change the company's name to Xe. Collectively, fiv~ of the 
contractors involved in the September 2007 Baghdad shooting have been charged by the U.S. Depart of 
Justice with 14 counts of manslaughter, 20 counts of attempted manslaughter, and one count of using a 
machine gun to commit a crime ofviolence. A sixth Blackwater employee pleaded guilty in December of 
2008 to charges ofvoluntary manslaughter and attempt to commit manslaughter. 

In light of the serious nature ofthe alleged crime on May 5, 2009, and other reports on Blackwater/Xe's 
recklessness in the use afforce against civilians, I believe DOD may wish to review its contract with 
Paravant. The following questions relate to the ability of DOD to terminate its contract with Paravant and 
to review the past performance of a contractor and its employees in determining the award of a future 
contract under the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR). Please provide answers to the following 
questions by July 8, 2009: 

I. The FAR sets forth the policies and procedures for termination of federal contracts for default or 
for t~e convenience of the government. 48 CFR § 49.000 et seq. ''The Government has a 
contractual right to completely or partially terminate a contract for default because of the 
contractor's actual or anticipated failure to perform its contractual obligations." 48 C.P.R. § 
49.401 (a). Should the government wish to terminate the contract for default, it "is not liable for 
the contractor's costs on undelivered work and is entitled to the repayment of advance and 
progress payments, if any, applicable to that work." 48 CFR § 49.402-2 (a). 

THIS MAil.lNG WAS PREPARED, PUBLISHED, AND t.tAILEDATTAXPAVER EX~SE 
THIS STATIONERY PRINTED DN PAPER MADE OF RECYClED FIBERS ...... 
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Given the failure of Paravant to comply with the terms of its contract, does DOD plan to 
terminate Paravant' s contract for default? 

2. The government may also terminate a contract for convenience when it is not in default but has 
failed to perfonn due to causes beyond the control or fault of the contractor, or when continued 
perfonnance by the contmetor is no longer in the best interest of the government. 48 C.F.R. § 
49.401 (b). Termination for the convenience of the government spares the contractor financial 
hardship by providing fair compensation ''for the work done and the preparations made for the 
tenninated portions of the contract, including a reasonable allowance for profit.'' 48 C.F.R. § 
49.201 (a). 

If DOD will not be tenninating Paravant's contract for default, does it plan to terminate 
Paravant' s contract for convenience? 

3. Subpart 9.000 ofthe FAR "prescribes policies, standards, and procedures for determining 
wbe~er prospective contractors and subcontractors are responsible." The FAR's policy states that 
the Government may only enter into contracts with responsible companies. 48 C.F .R. § 9.103 (a) 
For the contract to be awarded, the contractor must "affumatively demonstrate its responsibility, 
including, when necessary, the responsibility of its proposed subcontractors.'' 48. C.F.R. § 9.103 
(c). Detennination ofwhether a contractor is responsible is based on several criteria, including 
the contractor's having a satisfactory perfonnance record, 48. C.F.R.. § 9.104-1 (c),"and having a 
satisfactory record of integrity and business ethics. 48. C.F.R. § 9.104-1 (d}. · 

Agencies may consider the past conduct or performance of key employees of prospective 
contractors when assessing whether contractors have satisfactory perfonnance records, or 
satisfactory records of integrity and business ethics, in making responsibility determinations. 
Comp. Gen. Dec. B-165915, Comp. Gen. Dec. B-248572, Comp. Oen.·Dec. B-211353, Comp. 
Gen. Dec. B-210390, Comp. Gen. Dec. B-205602, Comp. Gen. Dec. B-204928; Comp. Gen. Dec. 
ll-202325, Comp. Gen. Dec. B-270849, Comp. Gen. Dec. B-251533. 

Given the past performance ofBlackwater/Xe's CEO and owner, and its employees, why did 
DOD find Paravant sufficiently responsible to be awarded a contract? 

On April 6, 2009, you released a statement in which you called for reshaping the way the Pentagon does 
business, including an overhaul of its approach to contracting. In addition to questioning the Pentagon's 
contract with a specific private security contractor, I believe this letter provides a strong case for 
reevaluating the Pentagon •s relationship with private security contractors overall. Thank you in advance 
for your attention to the matter. Should you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me or 
ha.ve your staff contact Erica Fein at (202) 225-4071. 

With every good wish, 
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June 12, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defc;m~ 
u.s. Departnierit of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

DAVE CAMP, MICHIGAN 
WALLY HERGER, CAURORNIA 
SAM JOHNSON. TEXAS 
KEVIN SAADV, TEXAS 
PAUL RYAN, \MSCONSIN 
ERIC CANTOR, VIRGINIA 
JOliN LINDER, QEORGIA 
DEVIN NUI'IES, CAURORNIA 
PATRICK J. TIBERI. OHIO 
GINNY 8R0Wt.I.WAITE, fi.OAIDA 
GEOFF DAVIS, KENTUCKY 
DAVID G. REICHERT, \'IIABHINGTON 
CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR .. LOUISIANA 
DEIIN HELJ.ER, NEVADA 
PETER J. ROSKAM.IU.INOIS 

JON TRAUB. 
MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR 

This letter is to authorize Congressman Geoff Davis (R-KY) to participate 
on the CODEL being led by Rep. Howard Berman (D"CA), to Moscow, Russia. 
This travel will take place during the period of Saturday, June 27 through 
Wednesday, July 1, 2009; the House is not scheduled to be in session during 
this time. 

The purpose of this trip is to meet with government and non"government 
officials to discuss the future of U.S.- Russia bilateral trade relations, energy, 
as well as examine current domestic politics. 

It would be appreciated if the U.S. Department of Defense could furnish 
such assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate this 
trip. The expenditure of funds for the payment of the actual and necessary 
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized by 
31 u.s.c. 1108 (g). 

CBR/jg 
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One of the unfortunate and enduring legacies of Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF) and 
Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF) is the fragile psychological health of our returning 
servicemembers. Trawnatic stress. both physical and psychological may not manifest 
itself for many months or years, and yet its latent symptoms can negatively affect 
soldiers, their families, and their communities long after their return from deployment. 
The psychological health of our returning servicemem.bers will continue to result in a 
serious undercurrent of health care demands to the Department of Defense (DoD) and the 
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). 

The North Texas region has both urban areas and vast rural areas. We have an unusually 
large number of returning servicemembers and are beginning to experience serious gaps 
in the responsiveness of the health care system to their known and future needs. In theFt 
Worth and Dallas metropolitan area we have seen families and scrvicemembers in crisis 
who are coming to the Tammt County private and public university-based mental health 
clinics, emergency departments, and hoSpitals. As you know, a recent RAND Corp study 
estimates that 1 in 5 servicemembers who served in OEF and OIF have PTSD, but only 1 
out of2 who are in need of behavioral health care seek it, so we know firsthand that a · 
large challenge looms in our region. 

There are several challenges to our servicemembers, their families and the psychological 
health care system in the North Texas region. As we enter the eighth year of OEF and 
OIF, we cannot wait any longer to provide comprehensive solutions to these challenges 
so that we can begin to integrate and assimilate our returning warriors and their families 
back into civilian life. The challenges faced include: 

Lack of education and outreach to the community so that returning servicemembers and 
their families understand the range of services available and how to access them; 

EMAIL ME 8V VISITING I<AYGRANGER.HOUSE.GOVItONTAC'TM£ 



Lack of access to behavioral health care providers. TRICARE coverage is often limited 
and difficult to navigate, some providers accept TRICARB while others do not, and 
many insurance policies cover only a limited number of visits, which are often too few to 
address deep seated, potentially life threatening conditions that need longer treatment 
protocols to resolve; 

A lack of regional data on the size and scope of the challenge in our area, which is 
critical to help financially strapped municipalities and organizations properly allocate 
resources to help public university-based, county, and rural· based mental health clinics, 
emergency departments, and hospitals; 

The lack of education for our primary ~ physicians, who are our fll'St line of defeDSe 
and referral in the community and who need to be educated in the nuances of miJitaty life 
as well as understanding the symptoms of stress disorders, separation anxiety, depres8ion 
and hostility; 

And finallY, and most importantly, the huge lack of behavioral health care providers 
(psychiatrists, psychologists. etc) in DOD and VA. This is without questJon the most 
critical issue in the care and psychological treatment of our returning servicemembers and 
their families. This is the one challenge which the DOD and VA will not (and cannot) 
solve in the near future. Aa the Acting Assistant Secretary for Health Affairs stilted 
before the House Department of Defense Appropriations Subcommittee on March 3, 
2009, there are simply not enough psychological health professionals available in DOD 
and the VA to treat the number of service members and families that have been impacted 
by both wars 

Farseeing tliese challenges, the Congress inserted language in the FY 2009 Department 
of Defense Appropriations bill that directed the Department to, " ..• make funds available 
for projects and programs throughout the United States that (1) serve a high population of 
returning service members (2} encompass large urban and rural areas (3) have an existing 
infrastructure that utilizes a combination oflocal mental health associations, community 
support networks, private sector mental health care provider networks, and universities 
for purposes of enhancing the local access, delivery, education and outreach of mental 
health services for returning service members and their families ... ". 

In the past 20 months. Congress has provided over $1 Billion to the Department of 
Defense for the psychological health care of our servicemembers and their families. I 
have the utmost respect and admiration for the good men and women at the Department 
who are doing their best to provide treatment to our soldiers under difficult 
circumstances. But the Department faces a task which calls for SGlutions now, not in the 
distant future. Seminars, websites and webinars are simply not a substitute for dh'ect one~ 
on-one contact with professional behavioral health care providers. 

In the North Texas region, we have developed precisely the model that was identified in 
the FY 2009 DoD AppropriatioiJB legislation. This initiative led by the University of 
North Texas Health Science Center (UNTHSC) in Fort Worth, (which has one of the 
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largest behavioral health care programs in the state) has the psychological health 
professionals already in place to handle the challenges for our region. UNTHSC and its 
team have partners and contracts throughout the North Texas region for training health 
and behavioral health professionalss providing mental health services to the communities, 
and has a large network of referral sour<:es across both urban and rural areas. UNTHSC 
has affiliations with the VA and other military organizations, as well as with private and 
public hospital and outpatient providers. In fact, UNTHSC bas provided to me an 
excellent proposal to rapidly address the growing issues of education, outreach and 
training as well as providing screening, treatment and referral services to our returning 
servicemembers and their families. This proposal has also been reviewed by the 
Department but no action has been tuken. 

Mr. Secretary, I request that, ill accordance with the language in the FY 2009 
Appropriations legislation, that funding be provided to entities in the north Texas region 
as soon as possible so that we may immediately begin the critical work of providing our 
returning warriors and their families with the access to psychological care they need to 
ease and support their transition back to civilian life. I can think of no obligation that the 
federal goverwnent has .that is more important than this. 
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Secretary Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

June 8, 2009 

I 

On T\lesday, September 15, approximately 400 bminess leaders from our respective 
conaressional districts in North Carolina will come to Capitol Hill for '1The Washington 
Perspective" Economic Development seminar hosted by myself, Rep. Larry Kissell, Rep. O.K. 
Butterfield, Rep. Bob Etheridge, Rep. Walter Jones, Rep. Melvin Watt, Rep. Virginia Foxx, Rep. 
Patrick McHenry, and Rep. Heath Schuler. 

We would be honored to have you join us as a speaker at this inlportant event. This 
seminar has been held annually for more than a decade and has been covered by C-SP AN. In the 
past, we have been honored to have had esteemed speakers such as: Speaker of the HouSe Nancy 
Pelosi, fanner Director of Office of Homeland Security Tom Ridge, United States Department of 
Agriculture Secretary Mike Johanns, Senator Joe Biden, New York Times Op-Ed Columnist 
David Brooks, and ABC News Correspondent George Stephanopoulos. 

We are hosting this seminar in an effort to give the businessmen and women ofNorth 
Carolina an opportunity to meet with federal government officials and political analysts to 
discuss issues that may affect their livelihood. Your thoughts and views on the many issues 
which impact the business commWlity would offer these individuals a unique perspective on how 
federal policies and laws are formed. 

The seminar will be held in the Congressional Auditorium in the new Capitol Visitor 
Center. Breakfast will be served at 8:00a.m. and the program will last from 8:30a.m. until 
11:30 a.m. We are aware of the constraints on your time and would be happy to accommodate 
your schedule. Please contact Kara Spencer in Con~ssman Mike Mcintyre's office at (202)225-
2731 or email her at kara.:mencer@mail.house.gQv to let her know if you can participate. 

Thank you for your consideration of this req\lest. We look forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely, 

Mike Mcintyre 
·Member of Congress 

. i . 
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The Honorable Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
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· Dear Mr. President: 

June 8, 2009 

COMMITIEE ON 
APPROPRIATIONS 

As Ohio Members of Congress, we are especially proud of an industry that is of vital importance to 
our state and the nation. Ohio is a leader in the production of strategic materials critical to our 
national security, like titanium and other high-performance "specialty metals." We strongly 
support laws that ensure that the United States will remain a world leader in the production of 
specialty metals and a key supplier to the Department of Defense. 

, I 
We write to draw your attention to a pending DoD regulation on use of specialty metals jfor defense 
products that will likely undermine the Specialty Metals Amendment, 10 U.S.C. 2533b, which 
requires use of domestic specialty metals in major defense articles such as ships, aircraft, and tanks. 
We believe that two aspects of this proposed rule will benefit offshore sources for these critical 
metals at the expense of domestic manufacturers, who are the only guaranteed source of these 
materials so essential to our national defense. 

First, the proposed regulation adopts an overly-broad exception to the specialty metals laws for 
so-called "commercial-off-the-shelf-items" (COTS). We agree that COTS items should not be 
subject to unique DoD contracting rules. However, DoD's proposed definition of"'COTS" allows 
for drastic modifications of items for military applications, after which they bear no resemblance 
to the sorts of items available in the conunercial marketplace. This proposed rule ignores a 
long-standing statutory definition of"COTS", meaning items "offered to the Government, without 
modification, in the same form in which it is sold in the commercia/marketplace." 

Second, DoD's rule uses an overly-broad definition of what it means for metals to be ''produced" 
in America, abandoning a long-standing requirement that specialty metals must be melted in the 
U.S. Under DoD's proposed definition of"produced," simple heat treatment-- a low-cost, late 
stage process - converts foreign metals into "domestic" metals. We understand that this 
questionable definition may have been adopted to address certain metal product shortages, but 
such problems are more honestly addressed through existing waivers and exceptions. To define 
something as "produced in America" despite such limited contribution by domestic workers sets a 
terrible precedent. 
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Before the pending regulation was published and during the previous legislative cycle~ the House 
Anned Services Committee (HASC) took the extraordinary step of drafting language in its 
Committee Report on the FY 2009 Defense Authorization Act. In its report, the HASC expressed 
its displeasure regarding these same two critical issues. Despite the Conunittee's clear statements, 
the proposed rule issued in July 2008 ignored legislative intent. · 

We are concerned that the DoD rule is indicative of a larger issue; that is, a lack of emphasis on 
preserving the domestic industrial base for strategic materials. One example is the December 2008 
report by DoD's Strategic Materials Protection Board (established to protect domestic strategic 
materials production) stating: "specialty metals, as defined in 10 u.s.c. 2533b, are not 'materials 
critical to national security' for which only a U.S. source should be used; and there is no national 
security reason for the Department to take action to ensure a long term domestic supply of these 
specialty metals." We disagree and urge DoD to adopt a clear and consistent position that 
recognizes the importance of strategic materials like titaniwn, nickel-alloys, specialty steel, 
beryllium, an~ high-performance magnets. 

I 
The specialty metals laws provide the incentive our metals suppliers need to innovate and ensure 
that our military has ready access to the safest and most reliable equipment needed in combat We 
join Senator Sherrod Brown in asking that your Administration consider these matters in the 
comse of its regulatory review. 

cc: The Hon. Robert Gates 
The Hon. Ike Skelton 
The Hon. Sherrod Brown 
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Sincerely, 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

June9, 2009 

This letter will authorize the Honorable David Price, Chairman of the House 
Democracy Assistance Commission (HDAC), to lead a delegation to Hm1gary, Mdngolia, 
Indonesia and Timor-Leste on official business during the approximate time period of 
June 25- July 5, 2009. The purpose of this trip is to conduct meetings with members of 
the parliaments in each country in conjunction with the mission of the Commission. A 
list of authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date. Spouses of Members may 
travel at no cost to the government for protocol purposes only. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Marine escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of funds for the act\UU and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). - - -

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, £,) 

~~ 
~~~~PJ3{.()SI 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



DANA ROHRABACHER 
46th District, California 

Committees: 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
Ranking Republican, Subcommittee on 

International Organizations, Humen 
Rights and Oversight 

Stlbcommittee on 
AsiaJ the feciflc, and 

the Global Environment 

Subcommittee on the 
Middle East and South Asia 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
Subcommittea on 

Space and Aeronautics 

Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 

teongrtSfS of tbe iltnitdl ~tates 
l}oust of l\tpr~rntatfbt~ 

June 10, 2009 

1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. OC 20301-1000 . . 
Dear Secretary Gates, 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

2300 Rayburn House Office Building 
Wa•hington, DC 2051 !Hl546 

12021225--2415 FAX: 1202) 226-il145 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 

101 Main Street, Suite 380 
Huntington Beach, CA B2648-81 18 

1714) 96H483 FAX: 1714) 960-7806 

South Bay: 13101377-9493 

http://rohrabacher.house.gov 

You have received an invitation to ride in the Huntington Beach 4th of July Parade & 
Celebration. We would highly recommend that you accept this offer and share with us this 
wonderful celebration of Independence Day. Should you decide to be a part of the parade you 
might consider riding with the two of us. It would be a truly bi-partisan vehicle on a truly non­
partisan day. Should you decide to participate in the parade but ride in a vehicle on your own 
rather than with us, don't worry, we will not take offense. Your participation in anyway would 
be most appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Dana Rohrabacher 
Member of Congress 



DAVID R. OBE'f, WISCONSIN. CKAIRMAN 
JOI<N P MURTHA. PENNSVLVANIA 
NORMAN D. OICI<S.IIYASHINGTON 
ALAN B. MOUOHAN, WEST VfRGINJA 
MARCY KA"lVA. OHIO 
f'ETER J. VISCWSKV. IN~ANA 
Nil AM. lOWEV.NEWYORK 
JOS~ E. SERRANO. NEW YORK 
AOSA L.. Of LAURO, CON1'4EC:TICUT 
JA.MES P MORAN. IIIRGINlA 

O:ongrrss of the (Rnittd ~tatrs 
JOHN W. 01.\IER, MASSACHUSETTS 
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA 
OAV10 E. PRICE, NORlH CAROLIIIIA 
CHET EDWARDS, UXAS 
PA TRICt< J. KE,_.ftiEOV, RHODe ISlAND 
MAURICE D. HINC~EY. 1'4EW YORK 
LUCILLE ROYBAL·Al.LARD, ~lroRNIA 
SAM FARR. CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L. JACKSON. JR . IUINOIS 
CAAOI. YN C. Kll.l'ATRICK, MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIOA 
CHAKA 'ATIAH. PENNSYLVANIA 
STeVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD 0 BISHOf'. JR., GEORGIA 
MARION BERI\Y. ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE, CAUFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA 
MIOtAE L. HO"'OA. CAUFOANIA. 
BETTV McCOLlUM, MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN. OHIO 
C.A. "'OUTCH .. RUPPERSBERGEA, MAAVLANO 
BEN CHANDLER. KENTUCKY 
DI<BIII< WASSE!IMANSCHULrz. FLORIDA 
CIRO RODRIGUEZ. TEXAS 
LINCOlN DAVIS. TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR. COLORADO 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

!lou.sr of 'Rrprrsrntatio£.S 
~mmittt~ on 2lppropriations 
filashington, 1E>a: 20515-o015 

June 9, 2009 

• 

JEMV lEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YCKJNG. FLO~IOA 
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY 
FMN~ A. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON. GEORGIA 
RODNEY P FAELINGHUYSEN. NEW JEASE Y 
TOOO TWiRT. kANSAS 
ZACH WAMP. TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT 8. AOERHOl T, ALABAMA 
JO ANN EMERSON. MISSCUIII 
KAY GRANGER. TEKAS 
MICHAEL K SIMI'SON. IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON. TEX.OS 
MARK STEVEN KIRK, IU.INOIS 
ANDER ORENS>IAW. FLORIDA 
DENNIS A. REHBERG, MOOTANA 
JOHN A. CARTER. TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEXANOER.LOliiSIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFOMNIA 
JO B()NNER. ALABAMA 
SnVEN C .... TOURETT£, OHIO 
TOM COLE, OIUAHOMA 

CLERIC: AND STAFF DlfiECTOR 
BEVERLY PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
11021225-2771 

Reference is made to my letter dated June 4, 2009, granting authorization to the 
Honorable Adam Schiff and the Honorable Steve Israel, members of the Committee on 
Appropriations, to travel to Ireland, Jordan, Algeria, and Tunisia dming the approximate time 
pericd of June 26, 2009 · July 3, 2009. 

The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize John Blazey, a staff member of the 
Conunittee on Appropriations, to participate in this travel. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Chairman 



-------

U0/~~/~009 03:29 FAX 12022254890 
Rep, Rosa DeLauro 

-----

ftongress of tbt ltnittb ~tatts 
Jitoust of 1\.tprdmtatiues 

li!ldblngton, ilK 20515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 

June lS, 2009 

1000 Defense Pentagon, Room 3E880 
Washington D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

We write to applaud your dec:ision ro terminate the troubled VH-71 presidential 
helicopter replacement program. A progtam that does not meet requirements in tenns of 
capability and schedule, and is twice the original cost after only fours years, is a program 
that should be canceled if we are going to keep defellse programs accountable for their 
projected budgets and timetines. 

Nevertheless, we do have serious concerns over the. sunk costs of the program. 
Projected to be nearly $3.2 billion, this cost represent& e. real investment by the taxpayer 
that should not to be ignored. We believe it would be prudent to move foTWard with the 
program in a way that does not waste this substantial taXpayer i.Dvestment. 

One solution might be to award the contract to tho only other qualified 
competitor, Sikorsky's H-92 helicopter, and team Sikorsky with the incumbent systems 
integrator, Lockheed Martin. As you know, Sikor5ky, the prime contractor for the 
Marine One since the 1950s, has fulfilled its contracts on time and on budgeL This 
solution offers the dual benefit of "saving" some of the previously sunk costs, particularly 
jobs in both New York. and Maryland, and creating additional American jobs by having 
those aircraft manufactured in the United States. At a time of severe economic crisis, this 
solution seems ideal. 

You correctly identified the need to terminate a prosram with costs that grew 
from an estimated $6.5 billion to over $13 billion, but also made clear that there is a need 
to develop a follow on option. It is our understanding that the Sikorsky H-92 is currently 
qualifted to meet the mission requirements and is clll'rently more "'fail-safen than the VH-
71 Increment I aircraft. By teaming Sikorsky with Lockheed Martin, the Navy can 
develop a helicopter that can safely transport the president while not only providing the 
best value for the taxpayel', but also maintaining and creating Amerieanjobs. 

Thank you for the consideration oftlris request and we look forward to your 
rcspon~. 

Sincerely, 

a. st<~ 
bet of Congress 

ltl 002 
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08/1512009 03:29 FAX 12022254&go ReP. Rosa DeLauro .. 

~OEC~ 
Member of Congress 

Cc: The Honorable Raywond Mabus 
Secretary of the Navy 

The Honorable Ashton B. Carter 
Under Secretaxy of Defense for Acquisition. Technology and Logistics 

Ill 003 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P. MURTHA. Pf:NNSYL VANIA 
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON 
ALAN B. MOLLOIIAN. WEST VIRGINIA 
MARCY KAI'TUR, OHIO 
PETeR J, VISCLOSKY, INDIANA 
NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YOAK 
JOS! E. SERRA..O, NEW YORK 
ROSA L O.LAURO, CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P_ UORAN, VIRGI~A 

[Ongress of the ilnittd ~rates 
JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS 
ED PASTOR. ARIZONA 
DAVID E.I'RICE. NpRTH CA.ROUNA 
CHI!T EDWARDS, TEXAS 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
LUCILLE ROYBAl·AllARO, CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L JACKSON, Jft, ILLINOIS 
CAROL VN C. KILPATRICK. MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA 
CHAKAFATIAH. PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFOIID D. BISHOP, JR., GEORGIA 
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE, CAUFOAIIIIA 
ADAM SCHIFF. CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA. CALIFORNIA 
B~nY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN. OHIO 
C.A. "DUTCH.,. RUI'PERSBERGER, MARYlAND 
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA 
CIRO RODRIGUEZ. TEXAS 
LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR. COLORADO 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

illousE of 1Rtprtsmtatiom 
~mmittn: an 2lpprapriations 
Dashington, BIL 20515-6015 

June 12, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS, CI\UFORNIA 
C. W. 81Ll YOUNG, FLORIDA 
HA~OlD ROGERS.ICENTUCKV 
FfiANK R. WOLF, 1/tRGINIA 
JACK IONGSTON. GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FREUNGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAHRTf KANSAS 
ZAC1< WAMP, TeNNESSEE 
lOM LAlHAI\4, IOWA 
ROBERl B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA 
JOANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER. UXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEJ<AS 
MARK. :STEVEN KIRK, ILLINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER. TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEKANDER. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
J0 IIONNER, ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LA l0\!11ETIE. OHIO 
TC»JJ COU::, OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND SrAFF DIRECTOR 
lli'VERL Y PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
(202)225-2771 

Reference is made to my letter dated June 4, 2009, granting authorization to the 
Honorable Adam Schiff and the Honorable Steve Israel, members of the Committee on 
Appropriations, to travel to Ireland, Jordan, Algeria, and Tunisia during the approximate time 
period of June 26, 2009- July 3, 2009. 

The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize Shalanda Young and Cleli~ Alvarado, 
staff members of the Committee on Appropriations, to participate in this travel. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~ Chairman Obey- -~ 



JUN-19-2009 06:19 

,Sen. 8ertiamin L Cantin. Marylond 
Chairman 

Sen. Sam Bro\mbKk. KtJR;ru 

Ra11kfllg MlttM"tl)l ~If»' 

Sen. Cbriscopllcr 1. Dodd. CoM«Iinlt 
Sen. Shddcm Wllitclloua, R/ffldco /$/Wid 
Sell. Tom UdalL &w Merica 
Sm. JGIIIIIe Sbahem. Nt!W HluttpsiiiN 
Sen. Saxby Chomblill&, l;ecl'fll• 
Sal. R.icllll!'d Bun-. Norrlt C/Jt'()/lnQ 
Sen. Reger F. Wicka-. MiuiMippi 

F,.t!d L. T W"Mr, O.iel' of Slllfl" 

CSCE 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

June 18, 2009 

P.002 

Rep. Alcoe L. Hasrinp. Florido 
Co-Chairman 

Rep. Cllristopbcr H. Smidl. Nrw JeJ"Sq 
~tmhitf Millorllyllouti M~ 

Rep. Edward I. Madl:cy, MIISJtlt:hu.sllltt 
Rep. Laui10 Mcintosh Sleva:btcr, Ntw Y~uk 
R"P- Mi'lce Me~. Notllf Camlfna 
Rep. o. K. BIIU'rt~~ld.llfJI'th Ouothlll 
.Rcp.loHpllll Pins./'~ 
.Rep. R.oben B. Aderbolr. .4/tJbmtrfJ 
Rep. Darroll E. l'ua. Culifomia 

As Co-Chainnan of the Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe, I am writing 
to authori2e Representative Darrell lssa to travel on an official delegation led by Representative. 
Rahal!, CODEL Rahal!. Representative lssa will travel to Lebanon, Cyprus, and Egypt from July 
9 to 13, 2009. The delegation will mt:et with newly elected leadership of the Lebanese 
government, observe the democratic institutions forming in Lebanon, and discuss the regional 
economic, security and energy concerns in Lebanon, Cyprus, and Egypt. 

The delegation has requested Marine Corps military support and military transportation. 
Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made 
pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in the matter. 

234 Ford Hou..-.e Office Building W~lill,8ton, DC 20515 
Telephone; (202) 22S-1901 hap://www.c:sce.gov F~simile: (202) 226-4199 

fOTAL P.002 



JUt 18. 2009 12:57 PM 2022256754 

ot.ongnss nf tlf.e Bnitw ~tates 
Dla.&4ington, IOJ: ~D515 

Dr. Robert M Gates 
Soetetary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Seeretary Gates: 

June 16, 2009 

NO. 6540 P. 2 

We appreciate your interest stated during the May 13, 2009 House Anned Services 
Committee hearing to protect child custody rights for our men and women In unifonn. 

As you know, legislative language addressing this issue bas already passed the House of 
Re:presentatives three times. First, as Section 577 of the House passed FY2008 National 
Defense Authorization Act (HR1585). Additionally, portions of this legislation were also 
included in Section S84 ofthe final House passed version of the FY2008 NDAA (HR 
4936). Pinally, last year this language passed the House as a stand-alone bill (HR 6048) 
and was attaclled to the FY2009 NOAA. Nearly 60 members from both sides of the aisle 
sign.ed on to HR 6048 as co-sponsors. 

Today, the Hou!le Armed Services Committee passed their FY2010 NDAA. This biU 
contains similar language that would protect custody rights for military parents. As we 
move forward with the cunent legislative session and c:onsideration of the FY2010 
NOAA, we look forward to your continued interest in addressing this important issue to 
ensure that our men and women in unifonn have their parental rights protected. 

Sincerely, 

Michael R. er 
Member of Congress 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

June 16, 2009 

This is in further reference to iny letter of June 9, 2009, regarding Codel David 
Price Jm1e 25- July 5, 2009. The following Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable David Price, Chainnan, (D~NC) and Mrs. Lisa Price 
The Honorable Vern Buchanan (R-FL) and Mrs. Sandy Buchanan 
The Honorable Jim McDermott (D-WA) 
The Honorable Jim Cooper (D-TN) and Mrs. Martha Cooper 
The Honorable Phil Gingrey (R-GA) and Mrs. Billie Gingrey 
The Honorable Bob Etheridge (D-NC) and Mrs. Faye Etheridge 

Mr. Johit Lis, Staff Director, House Democracy Assistance Commission (HDAC) 
. Ms. Margarita Seminario, ProfeSSional Staff Member, HDAC 

Mr. Brad Smith, Professional Staff Member, Committee on Rules 
Ms. Rachael Leman, ProfessioDal Staff Member, Committee on Rules 
Ms. Janice McKinney, Assistant Dfrector, Office oflnterparliamentary Affairs 
Mr. Clay Wellborn, CRS (authorized by HCFA) 
Mr. Bruce Vaughn, CRS (authorized by HCFA) 
Ms. Sherry Shapiro, CRS (authorized by HCFA) 
Mr. Will Tuchrello, Library of Congress -Jakarta-DiU (authorized by HCFA) 
Mr. Y adi Yasin, Library of Congress (Dili) (authorized by HCF A) 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, /":) · • 

~,~ 
NANCY PELOSI 
Sp~er·· 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Mlll;,r, Clerk.' 
tJ.s. ·Iiouse of RepreSentatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

June 16, 2009 

I 
I 

This letter will authorize the Honorable David Price, Chairman of the Hopse 
Democracy Assistance Connnission (HDAC), to lead a delegation to Colombia, ! 
Paraguay, and Peru on official business during the approximate time period of August 15-
23, 2009. The purpose ofthis trip is to conduct meetings with members of the 
parliaments in each COWltry in conjunction with the mission of the Commission. A list of 
authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date. Spouses ofMem.bers may travel 
at no cost to the govennnent for protocol pwposes only. 

It would be appreciated if the Department ofDefense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Marine escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S. C. . . 
1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

n rr~ 
NAN ::Los I 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. Ho~se ofRepresentatives 

... , 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

JWle 18, 2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of April23, 2009, regarding Codel Neal 
June 26- July 5, 2009. The following Members and staff are authorized to tmvel: 

The Honorable Richard E. Neal (D-MA) 
The Honorable Tim Mwphy (R-PA) 
The Honorable Jerry Costello (D-IL) 
The Honorable Mike Doyle (D-PA) 
The Honorable Tim Holden (D-PA) 
The Honorable Luis V. Gutierrez (D-IL) 
The Honorable Donald M. Payne (D-NJ) 
The Honorable NydiaM. Velasquez (D-NY) 

Mr. William Tranghese, Office of Rep. Neal· 
Ms. Susan Mosychuk, Office of Rep. Murphy 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

r\:ly, ~ 
.NANb::losi 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable LOrraine C. Mi11er, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

JWie 19,2009 

Tiris letter will authorize the Honorable Alcee Hastings, Co--Chairman of the 
Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE), and a delegation of 
Members and staff to accompany Codel Cardin to Bosnia-Herzegovina, Belarus, 
Lithuania and Greece during the approximate period of June 26- July 3, 2009. The 
purpose of the trip is to meet with government officials in each country and to attend the 
1811\ Annual Session of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe {OSCE 
PA). For protocol purposes only, spouses may travel at no cost to the government. The 
following Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Alcee L. Hastings (D-FL), Co-Chairman, CSCE 
The Honorable Christopher Smith (R-NJ) and Mrs. Marie Smith 
The Honorable Louise Slaughter (D-NY) and Mr. Robert Slaughter 
The Honorable Mike Mcintyre (D -Nq and Mrs. Dee Mcfutyre 
The Honorable G.K.. Butterfield (D-NC) 
The Honorable Robert Aderholt (R-AL) and Mrs. Caroline Aderholt 
The Honorable Darrell Issa (R-CA) and Mrs. Kathy Issa 
The Honorable Lloyd Doggett (D-TX) and Mrs. Libby Doggett 
The Honorable Gwen Moore (D-WI) 

Mr. Fred Turner, Chief of Staff, CSCE 
Mr. Bob Hand, Policy Advisor, CSCE 
Ms. Shelly Han, Policy Advisor, CSCE 
Mr. Ed Joseph, Policy Director, CSCE 
Mr. CliffBond, Senior Advisor, CSCE 
Mr. Alex Johnson, Policy Advisor, CSCE 
Mr. Winsome Packer Policy Advisor; CSCE 
Mr. Neil Simon, Communications Director, CSCE 
Mr. Daniel Redfield, Office Manager, CSCE 
Mr. Josh Shapiro, Staff Assistant, CSCE 

IIIII 



Please note that Chairman Hastings and Ms. Janice Helwig, Policy Advisor, 
CSCE, are also authorized to travel to Albania en route to Lithuania. For that portion, it 
would be appreciated if the Department ofDefense would furnish such assistance as is 
necessary, including ground transportation. to facilitate this mission. as well as Air Force 
escort. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the actual and necessary expenses 
should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 11 08(g). 

Codel Cardin has -requested Navy escort and military air transportation. . 
Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should 
be made pursuantto 31 U.S. C. 1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

nly. ~ 
NAN::::lsl . 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 
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Jwte 18,2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
US Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

~ITTEES: 

COMMITTE£ ON 
EDUCAllON AND LABOR 

SUIICOOIOMTTUS: 

EARLYO&DHooo, ELEMENTARY AND 
SEcQt.IOAIIY EOUCA110N 

HI~R EDUCATION, IJfE!.OHG LIAR-a 
AND CoMP£Tm\IENESS 

HEALTHY FAMILifS AND Cow.4UNIT1ES 

COMMITTEE ON RULES 

COMMITTEE ON 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

STEERING AND POLICY 

My partner, l<b)(S) I accompanied me on the Dodd/Pastor Codel on June 5-7, 2009 
pursuant to a waiver iSSlJed by Speaker Nancy Pelosi. In her June 4lettj ootifyine:~ou of her waiver, 
the Speaker asked that you in tmn use your waiver authority to facilitat ~b)(S) _ participation. 

Given tha (b)(S) is my domestic partner and is designated by Congress as my 
Congressional spouse, with a spouse pin and Congressional ID, I r uest that you waive the 
requirement that I have to reimburse $1,140.40 to the military for (b)(S) travel, which is not 
required of Congressional spouses. 

I appreciate your prompt attention to this matter, and I can be of any assistance, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 

BOUlDER O~ACE 
4nO IIAseliNf RoAD. Sum: 220 

BoULDI!R, C0 80303 
303-484-9596 

303-56&-8007 IFAX) 

YounTnUyj_ ~ ~ 

Polis 
ber of Congress 

MOU~T...,NOFFD 

101 WEST LlAJN STM!ET, SUIT< 1010 
Fousco. co 80443 
97~40 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 

THORNTON OfFICE 
1200 EA$T 7tTH A_..NUf, SuiTI! 106 

THOIINTON, CO fi022tt 
303-287-4159 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 . 
Dear Mr: Secretary: 

June 9, 2009 

This letter will authorize Mr. John Sullivan, Parliamentarian of the House, to 
accompany Codel Kosmas (authorized by the House Committee on Science and 
Technology) to Florida during the appropriate period of June 12-13, 2009. 

It would be appreciated if the Department ofDefense would furnish such assistance 
as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Air 
Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for 
the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 11 08(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Yl~ NAN~OSI 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 

II 



BART GORDON. TENNESSEE 
CHAIRMAN 

RALPH M. HALL, TEXAS 
RANKING MEMBER 

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
SUITE 2320 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6301 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

(2021 225-6375 
TTY: (202) 226-4410 

http://scienoe.houae.gov 

June 12, 2009 

This letter is to authorize Congressman Adrian.Smith, a member of the Committee on 
Science and Technology, to travel with CODEL Thompson to Guantanamo Bay on June 15,2009. 

The delegation will meet with U.S. military leaders on a fact-finding mission to gather 
information about the issues surrounding Guantanamo Bay prison. As this is an issue Congress 
will be considering in the coming months, it is important that Members learn about as much as 
possible about the situation at Guantanamo Bay in order to carefully consider any policy 
implications. 

I request the expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses such 
as transportation and military escorts as may be required as authorized by 31 USC 11 08(g}. 

I would appreciate the Department of Defense, specifically the United States Army, 
furnishing such assistance as may be required. Travel will be conducted by military air. 

If you have any questions please contact Leigh An11 Brown at (202j 226--8669. Tnank you 
for your assistance with this request. 

BART GORDON 
.Chairman 

~. 

~II 



DEMOCRATS 

IOIIILNIR, CAIJ-NIA. C­
CORIIIIIE BROWN, FlORIDA 
VIC SN'I'DEA, AIII<ANSAS 
MDIAEL H. MJCH.oWD, MAINE 
STEPHANIE ~Efl&Wlli&MIDUN, SDUTJi DAICOTA 
HMRV E. MITCIIEU.AIIIZONA 
JOHN .J. HAU,IoEW YORK 

11.6. -OUSSt- of l\tptt!mtatib~ 
DEBORAH L H!'I.VOIISON; IU.INOIS 
THOMAS S.P.I'ERAIEU.O. VIRGINIA. 

· . · cOMIVIITIEE ON VETERAN-S' AFFAIRS 
IW'IRV TEAGUE. NEW MEXICO 
CIRO D. RODRIGUEZ. TIXAS 
JOE DONNELLY. INDIANA. 
JEflRY McNEflNEY. CAUFORNIA 
ZACHARY T. SPACE, OliO . - ' 
-DTIN J. WAIZ, I.IINIIIESOTA 
JOHN H. ADISI. NEW JERSEY 
ANN KIRKPIITRICK. ARIZONA 
GLENN C. '""'· VIRGINIA 

MALCOM A. SHDIITUI 
STAfF DIIECTOII 

-Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Sec~tary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon) 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

. oNE HUNDRED ai:iiEN!fl.-co~a~ss 
335 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE BuiLDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

http:llveterans.house.gov 

June 10, 2009 

REf'IJBUCANS 

IJI'E1IE IIUYIII.IN-­
CUFF STEARNS. FLORIIlA 
JERRY MORAN,ICANSA8 
HENRY E. BROWN. JR., SOUTH CAROLINA 
JEFF MILLER, FLORIDA 
JOHN IIOOZMI.N, ARIAJISAS 
BIIIAN P. BILBIIAV, CAUFOIINIA 
DllUG LAM!IDRN. COIDRAOO 
GUS M. BIUAAICIS, fLO­
VERN BUCHMAN. FLOIIIDII 
DA.VO P. RCII;, TEIIINE&SU 

KINGSTON E. SWill 
REPUBUCAN STAff DIIEC'JOR 

AND CHIEF OOUNSEI. 

I have authorized Congressman David P. Roe to travel on official government business to 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, on June 15, departing and returning on the same day. 

Mr. Roe will be accompanying the Congressional Delegation headed by Congressman 
Mike Thompson, Chainnan of the Subcommittee on Terrorism, Human Intelligence, 
Analysis, and Counterintelligence of the Select Committee on Intelligence. The primary 
purpose of the Delegation's visit is to visit with service members stationed at 
Guantanamo Bay and view frrst-hand the conditions these service members have been 
working under. 

It would be appreciated if the Department ofDefense could furnish such assistance as 
may be required, including transportation to facilitate this trip. The expenditures of funds 
for payment of actual and necessary expenses and transpOrtation as may be required is 
authorized pursuant to title 31, U.S.C, Section 1108(g). 

Thank you for your continued support and assistance. If you have further questions, 
please contact Jian Zapata of the Committee staff at 202-225-3036. 

MS/jz 

Sincerely, 

~ 
BOBFILNER 
Chairman 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary _ , 
U.S. Deparhnent of Defense 
Washingtpn, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: ' 

June3,2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of June 2, 2009, regarding Codel Pastor to 
Seattle, Washington during the approximate period of June 5-7, 2009. In addition to those 
previously listed, please note that Mr. Marlon Reiss has been invited to travel with the 
delegation. 

'Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

" ?duiJ NAN~SI 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

1111 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRNIAN 
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NOIIMAN O. DICKS. WASHNGTON 
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ROSA L.C.LAUAO. CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA 
JOHN W. OLIIEII, MASSI\CHUSETTS 
EO PASTOR. ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CAROLINA 
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
LUCILLE ROYIIAl-AU.ARD, CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARR, CAUFORNIA 
JESSE L JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS 
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYD, fLORIDA 

ttousr of 'Rtpru rnmtiurs 
tttlmmittte on 5lpproprtations 
Uashingtont 'BQ: 20515-6015 

ZACH WNAP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM. IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA 
JO ANN EMERSON. MISSOURI 
KAY GRIANGER, TEXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN AENEY CUlBERSON, TEXAS 
¥ARK SlEVEN I<IRK. ILLINOIS 
ANDER CIIENSIIAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA 
JOHN R. CAR'II!R. TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
J0 BONNE!\ AlABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOIJAETTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SAN FOliO D. BISHOP, Jl!., GEORGIA 
MANON BERRY, ARKANSAS 
BARIIAAA LEE, CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF, CAUFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNfSOTA 
STEVE ISFIAEL, NE'N YORK 

CLERK AND STAFF DIREClOfl 
BEYERI. Y PHETO 

TELEPHON£: 

June 9, 2009 I211212:ZS..2771 
TIM RYAN, OHIO 
C. A. "DUTCH. fiUI'PERSBEAGER, MARYlAND 
BEN CHANDLER. KENTUCKY 
DEB81E WASSERMAN SCHUL~ FLORIDA 
ClAD AOOIUGUEZ. TEXAS 
UNCOLN DAVIS, U:NNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This letter is to authorize Congressman Robert Aderholt, member of the 
Committee on Appropriations, to travel with CO DEL Kosmas on JWle 12-13, 2008, to 
the Kennedy Space Center in Florida. The purpose of this trip is to attend the launch of 
Space Shuttle Endeavour, STS-127 and the accompanying NASA briefings. 

I request the expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary 
expenses such as transportation and military escorts as may be required as authorized by 
31 usc 11 08(g). 

I would appreciate the Department of Defense, specifically the United States Air 
Force, furnishing such assistance as may be required. Travel will be conducted by 
military air. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Chairman 

I IIIII 



DAVID R. OBEY, lMSCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P. MURTHA. PENNSYLVAMA 
NORMAN D. DICKS. WASHINGTON 
IU>N B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA 
W.ACY I<APTUR, OHIO 
PETER J, VISCLOS~V.INDIANA 
NIT A M. LOWEY, NEW YORK 
JOsa E. SIERRANO. NEW VOAK. 
ROSA L. O.LAURO. CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MORAN. VIRGINIA 

(iongrtss of tht tl.nitnt ~tatts 
JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSE'TTS 
ED PASTOII. ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PRICi, NORTH CAROUNA 
CHET EDWARDS. TEXAS 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY. RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW VOAK 
LUCilLE ROYBAL-ALLARD. CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARR, CALIFOflNlA 
.JESSE L. JACKSON. JR., ILLINOIS 
CAFIOLVN C. KILPA1RICK. MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA 
CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA 
STFiEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD D. BISHOP. JR .. GEORGIA 
MARION BER~V, ARKANSAS 
BAFI8ARA LEE. CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA. CALIFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLLUM. MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK 
nM RYAN. OHIO 
CA "DUTCH" RUPPERS8ERGER, MARYLAND 
BEN CHANOL£R, KENTUC\C.V 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHUL'Tl!. FLORIDA 
CIAO RODRIGUEZ, 1EXAS 
UNCOL.N DAVIS, TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

!\oust of 'Rtprtsmmriuts 
~mmitttt on 9ppropriation.s 
Washington, BQ: 20515-6015 

June 17, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG. FLORIDA 
HAROlD ROGERS. KENTUCKY 
fRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
ROONEY P. FRELWGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAHRT, ICANSAS 
ZACH WN<IP. TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT B. AD£RHOLT, ALABAMA 
JOANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS 
MIC>tAEL K. SIMPSON. 10'-HC 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON. TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KYIK, IWIIOIS 
A~DER CRENS>tAW. FLOIIIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG. MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEXANDER. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
JO BONNER. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAFF DIREC'IOR 
BEVERLY PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
12021 225-IDI 

Authorization is hereby given to Elizabeth Dawson, staff member of the Conunittee on 
Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period of June 27- July 3, 2009, to France 
and Belgium. The purpose of this trip is to review Department of Defense activities. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 
ll08(g). 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via 
commercial aircraft. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Chairman 



CHARLES B. RANGEL. NEW YORK, 
CHAIRMAN 

FORTNEY PETE STARK. CALIFORNIA 
SANDEll M. I.E\IW, MICHIGAN 
JIM McDEFIMOTr. WAStiNGTON 
JOHN LEWIS, GEORGIA 
AICIIARD E. NEAL, ~USETIS 
JOHNS. TANNER. TENIESSEE 
XAVIER BECERRA, CALIFORNIA 
LLOYD DOGGm, TEXAS 
EARL POMEROY. NORTH DAI(OlA 
MIKE THOMPSON. CALIFOMIA 
JOHN B. lARSON, CONNECTICUT 
EARL BLUMENAUER. OREGON 
RON KIND. WISCONSIN 
BILL PASCREU.. .11o.. NEW JERSEY 
SHEUEY BERKLEY. NEVADA 
JOSEPH CIIO'M.EY, lEW YORK 
tHRIS VAN HOLLON, MARYLAND 
KENDRICK a MEEK. FLORIDA 
ALLVSON Y. SCHWARTZ, PENNSYLVANIA 
ARTUR DAVIS, AI.ABAMA 
DANNY It DAVIS. WNOIS 
BOB ETHERIDGE. NOifTH CAROLINA 
LINDA T. sAflc:>EZ, CALIFORNIA 
BIIIAA HIGGINS, NEW VOfiK 
JOHN A. YARMUTM. KENTUCKY 

JANICE MAYO, 
CHIEF COUNSRANO STAFF DIRECTOR 

[Ongrr.ss of tht tinittd ~tatrs 
tl.cS. Jtoust of 'Rtprmmtatiurs 

COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

1102 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
(202) 225--3626 

~ashin.uton, Ba:: 205J ~6rts 
http://waysendmeans.house.gov 

June 25, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretruy: 

DAVE CAMP, MICHIGAN 
WALL V HERGEft, CALIFOIINIA 
SAM .JOHNSON. TEXAS 
KEVIN BRADY. n:xAS 
PAUL RYAN. WISCOI'ISN 
ERN; CANTOR. VIRGINIA 
JOHN UNDER, GEOIKiiA 
DEVIN NUNES, CALFORNIA 
PATRICK J. TIBI:R~ 0H0 
GINNY BROWN-WAITE, FLORIDA 
GEOFF DAVIS. <l!NTUCKY 
DAVID Q. REICHERT, WASH!Nf;;TON 
CHARLES W. BOIJSTANV, .JII., LOUIS!NtA 
DEAN HB.LER, NEVADA 
PETER J. ROSKMI, LI.IIIOIS 

JON TRAUB. 
MINORrrY STNF OOiECTOR 

This is to inform you that I will be leading a Congressional Delegation to 
Nairobit Kenya, during the approximate time period of Saturday, August 1 
through Saturday, August 8, 2009; the House is not scheduled to be in session 
during this time. 

The primary purpose of this trip is to attend the eighth annual United 
States-Sub-Saharan Africa Trade and Economic Cooperation Forum (" AGOA 
Forum,) being held in Nairobi at that time. 

It would be appreciated if the U.S. Department of Defense could furnish 
such assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate this 
trip. The expenditure of funds for the payment of the actual and necessary 

. expenses a.11d such transportation as ~y be·required is authorized by 31 
u.s.c. 1108 (g). 

CBR/gsm 



Jun-26-09 09:42pm From-HON. JIW McDERWOTT 202-225-6197 

£ongrtSS of tbt llnittb 6tattl 
8astJinaton. me 20515 

The Honorable Barack Obama 
The President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania A venue 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

June 26, 2009 

T-267 P.002/G03 F-266 

Thank you for your actions to eradicate our nation's use oftorture. We agree that the use 
oftorwre, under any circum.!itance, is simply wrong. Wi1hin hours oftakin& office, you 
began the process of restoring a standard of moral behavior on this issue. We are proud to 
have a President who works to provide for the common defense of our nation's land and 
people along with Ihe common defense of our nation's values. 

As veterans who now serve our country in the House of Representatives. we know that 
the use of torture not only degrades the values we served to protect, but tha.t it endangers 
servicemen and women on rhe front lines today. I11temationally acceptable interrogation 
standards honor our own forces by ensuring that, when they are asked to fight for justice 
and the rule of law, they will not be asked to abrogate the rule of law or besmil'ch their 
own sense of justice. 

Recalling the controversy surrounding enhanced interrogation techniques and the legal 
justifications for torture offered by the Bush Administration, we request clarification on a 
few i$Sues thal have been raised about your Executive Order 13491, Ensuring-Lawful 
lnlerroga~fon.s. 

First, the Order does not define armed con11ict. Since this is a central concept to the 
0Ider, given that all interrogations rnm;l comply wilh Army Field Manual 2·22.3 
(Manual) if an individual is under our nation ·s control due to armed conflict, how do you 
define armed conflict? 

Second, iTt there individuals currently under the control of the United States on whom 
your Administration does not confer the protections ofthe Manual's interrogation 
standards? 

Third, if there are individuals under the control ofthe United States who are not afforded 
the protections of the Manual. do those individuals- regardless of how the United States 

THIS STA1lDI\IE!lY PRINT~O ON Ml'llll MADS or A~CYCL.Eil ABEFIS 
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classifies them- receive the benetit of the Detainee Treatment Act (the McCain 
Amendment), specifically protection from "cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or 
punishment? .. 

Fourth, to what. if any, criminal sanctions would an agent of the United States 
!IOVemmont be subject for breaking the provisions of the Detainee Treatment Ac't? 

Fifth, the current Manual provides reasonable examples of prohibited actions, e.g., 
waterboarding, electric shocks, and deprivation of food. What prevents the U.S. Anny 
from changing the Manual ~ altering the defined prohibited activities? 

Again, we sincerely appreciate your efforts on this vi'tal matter atld would welcome 
clarification of these issues. Your Order takes the United States in the right direction by 
providing protection from torture; however, we feel that positive law both to prohibit 
torture or cruel, inhuman, and degrading u·eatment by our agents and to define a baseline 
ofwhar constitutes this type of treatment is essential to our democracy. We ask for yo\\r 
suppon in this endeavor. 

We look forward to working with you to help otu- nation restore its standing as a fair and 
humane world power. 

~ 1Jt'4- F: 
McDermott M:: of Congress . 

Sincerely, 

·p~ 
Member of Congress 

ftlr~ 
&..-~ff~ 
Edward Ma:rke f 
Member of Congr~ 

Member of Congress 

CC: Robert Gates. Secretary of Defense 
Eric Holder, Attorney Oeneral of the United States 
Dennis Blair, Director of NationallntelligeJlc~ 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
~~mofDefen~ 

HENRY CUELLAR 
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

SENIOR WHIP 
JUDe 22, 2009 

1155 Defense Pentagon, Rm. 30921 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

<Xlti:SDVA~.amT. 
JIND.O'T, ANOilaAIIOI 

SI'IDAL lY c.:lfS. as.&AI.IlEVli.OI'MDrl', 
AND fiC8IIOtl AORJCIJI.n..lii'IOOMMS 

WASMHlllltllli'ICI 
n.CAMOII«lUSEOifta! IRAUlOIO 

WASHDIGTCtl. IX: liDSJS 
I'HQIE-QillJ~IHI 

J\\X,Cllll)=l611 

I understand that my Legislative fellow, (b)(S) has applied for the position of Deputy 
A'sistant Secretary of Defense-Crisis Management and Defense Support to Civil Authorities. As Chair of 
the Subcommittee on Emergency Communications, Preparedness, and Response of the House Homeland 
Security Committee, I would like ask for your support and offer my strong endorsement of 6 or the 
position of Deputy Assistant Secretary of Def~ Crisis Management and Defense Support to Civil 
Authorities 

(b)(&) bas spent the last 28 years serving his country and specifically the last 8 years working at the 
forefront of Homeland Defense/Security and Emergency Preparedness and Response issues. He bas been 
involved at the beginning of every major issue facing our post 9/11 environment. He was decorated for 
his actions on 9111 , he managed the Defense Departments efforts to secw-e our airports and borders as the 
TSA and newly reorganized CBP and ICE organizations were stood up and he authored the fu:st ever 
Defense Intelligence Strategy, a seminal document designed to provide guidance and clarity to our 
Defense Intelligence organizations. 

Continuing to serve as a Volunteer Advanced Life Support provider in Fairfax County, Va. (b)(S) 

is well versed in both emergency preparedness and response as well as having a through understanding of 
the intricate relationship between the Executive and Legislative branches. Combining this experience with 
his defense expertise, he wouJd provide the Defense Department with political expertise and an 
understanding and ability to talk the language of the local officials that the Civil Support mission requires. 

Please consider this as my strong endorsement o (b)(&) a leading candidate for Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of Defense.. Crisis Management and Defense Support to Civil Authorities. 

If selected, he will be a credit to the Administration and the Department 

~Ni\HT'OWIO 
6U WI' HOUmltl SlliiET 

SJJm.Sl 
SAM AHTtlNIO. TX JROJ 

PHC)NI,IIJOI2714111 
F~ IIIOU71-M71 

Sincerely, 

/l_~ 
Tf1ilgressnn 

28111 District of Texas 
SrouiN 

ICO SOUill AlJST!N snEET 
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IUOGIIANIIIOlT, TX '1&111 
fttOIII!,C"'I leT~ 
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JOE SESTAK 
71H DISTRICT,Ii'eNNSVt.VANIA 

Mr. Eric Fanning 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
(202) 225-2011 
June4, 2009 

Department of Defense Legislative Liaison 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1300 

COMMmEES· 

ARMED SERVICES 

AIR AND lAND FoRCES 

0v£ASIGH? AND lflvtSnGATIONS 

SEAPOWeR AND EXPEDITIONARY foRcES 

EDUCATION AND LABOR 

EAALV CHilDkOOO, ELEMENTARY ANC 
SEcoi<DARY EDUCATION 

HEA&.n<, EMF'LOVMENT, I.AeOA 
At.IDPlNSIONS 

SMALL BUSINESS 
VICE CHAIRMAN 

FINANe£ ANO TAX 

CoNTMCIING AND TEO<NOI.OGY 

REGULATION, HEALTH CARE AND TRADE 

RE: Letter of Recommendation, Rear Admiral Richard A. Buchanan, US Navy (Ret) 

Dear Mr. Fanning. 

It is my distinct pleasure to most strongly recommend Rear Admiral Richard A. Buchanan, US 
Navy (Ret) for a non-career position in the Obama-Biden Administration. His Presidential 
Appointment Application has been submitted, and I am most pleased to be able to provide a 
detailed letter~ a listed reference in his application. 

Admiral Buchanan has an extensive and distinguished career in the military service and in the 
private sector. He has proven his outstanding leadership, tremendous business acumen and 
creative strategic mind in a number of challenging and responsible positions as outlined on his 
attached resume. 

Specifically, I want to bring to your attention that his extraordinarily diverse militarY experience 
as Commanding Officer ofUSS Parche SSN 683, as Commander Submarine Group Two and as 
the Director of Operations and Logistics at United States Strategic Command makes him 
particularly suited for Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Installations and Environment, for 
Under Secretary of Energy in the Department of Energy and as the Principal Deputy Director for 
the Director of National Intelligence. 

As the President and Chief Executive Officer ofthe United States Navy Memorial Foundation, 
he has a true appreciation for and is especially well informed about per!onnel issues that affect 
the Defense Departm.ent and the Department ofV eterans Affairs. His extensive experience and 
enthusiasm for the importance of high quality men and women to serve in our military today and 
for those individuals to be supported, as veterans, after their service is complete is remarkable. 
His background in these areas of interest supports his nomination as Under Secretary of Defense 
for Personnel and Readiness or Under Secretary of Veterans Affairs for Benefits. 

It has been my pleasure to know of Admiral Buchanan's outstanding leadership skills, personal 
ambition and charismatic leadership personally and by reputation throughout his active duty 
military career and in his private sector career with EDS supporting Navy Marine Corps Intranet; · 
at Raytheon where his responsibilities for Navy programs gave him great insight into contracting 
and program management as wel1 as the financial responsibilities in the for-profit business 
world; and at the Navy Memorial Foundation where his creative and strategic vision inspired 

600 NORTH Jl\cl<soN STREET, SuiTE 203 
M~.,.._ PA 19063 
111101892-8623 

\022lONGWORTH Hoose O..ICE BuiLDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

12021226-2011 



significant improvements in the recognition for the men and women who serve in the Navy and 
the Sea Services. 

I can unequivocally support Admiral Buchanan as a candidate for any of the Obama- Biden 
Administration positions identified in the enclosed list. Thank you for considering this 
outstanding candidate for service in our government. 

) Warmly, 

J~~ 

Enclosures: 
• Potential Presidential Appointments 
• Resume for Rear Admiral Buchanan 
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JOE SESTAK ~ 

ARMED SERVICES • 7nl O.Stittcr, PINNS'II.VAIOA 
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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

Tho Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
Department of Defense 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Room3D844 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

(202.) 225-2011 

June 30, 2009 

AIR AND LAND Foot:Os 

EDUCATION AND LABOR 
EA>ILY CHILD.CGD, Eu!MENTAlV ANI) 

SEOONDAOII" EouCAl1001 

HE,.LT", EMI'LO'I'NIUtr,I.A8oo 
AND PENSI00/8 

SMAL~ BUSINESS 
VICECHiloiRMAN 

F~IANDTAX 

CoNlMCJING NfO TlioiNQUKJ.Y 

fi&GULA11DN, IIEALI>I CAAf:-,-_ 

In the FY 2009 Defense Appropriation Bill (the Consolidated Security, Disaster 
Assistance, and Continuing Appropriations Act) was a $1.2 million dollar appropriation for a 
project requested through my office. That project, which was brought to my attention by Data 
View, fnc., a small business in my District, was for a key component ofthe Pentagon's 
Advanced Emergency Response Integrated Enviromnent (AERIE}, the use of uncomplicated 
visualizations that rapidly convey complex incident or event situation information to incident 
command and. agency leadership. Today I was informed that these funds may not be used for 
this purpose, but rather to fund the development and implementation of a notification system. 
This is unacceptable, and I request your assi.stance in either clarifying the situation or rectifying 
it. 

During a process to oversee the expenditure of appropriated funds which I requested, my. 
staff called the Pentagon Force Protection Agency (PFP A) and was informed that they would be· 
provided a status update. This morning the Executive Director for Data View, Inc. contacted my 
office to say he has been notified by the PFPA that his project was not going to ·be funded this 
year, despite the appropriation.· Rather, funding for the project would be revisited in FY2010. I 
have asked Data View, Inc. to put together a more detailed chronology of its contacts with 
PFP A, which is enclosed. 

. . 

Data View, Inc. is a small company with limited contract work. They will be unable to 
maintain their staff through to FY20 1 0 on the potential for funding in that fiscal year. They have 
also informed me that if the project could at least be partially funded in FY09 and then further 
funded in.FYlO, that would allow them to maintain their staffing and intellectua1 resource levels. 

As a fonner Three Star Admiral with thirty-one years experience in the Navy, having 
worked both in the White House and the Pentagon, I am fully aware of the financial constraints 
faced by agencies such as PFP A. But I am also aware of the difficulties faced by small 
businesses attempting to provide contract work within the Defense Department. (The 
chronology highlights the false starts and changes of direction just on this project.) 
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Tho Honorable Robert Gates 
June 30, 2009 
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I requested these appropriated funds for a project that would provide needed added 
security to the Pentagon and could be done by an innovative and hardworking small business. 
The concept of dynamic visualization in this project has significant potential in improving 
communications and coordination of inter-agency and inter-jurisdiCtional issues. And I believe. 
that PFPA, and in particular the Integrated Emergency Operations Center, is an ideal candidate to 

·be a showcas~ for this type of collaborative tool with its mission to rapidly comprehend 
situational awareness and communicate actionable information in context. 

Mr. Secretary, I request that the $1.2 million dollars, or at least a significant portion of 
that funding appropriated in the FY09 Defense budget be used, as intended, to implement a 
system that utilizes uncomplicated visualizations that rapidly convey complex incident or event 
situation information to incident command and agency leadership as a key component of the 
·Pentagon's Advanced Emergency Response Integrated Environment (AERIE). 

I look forward to your assistance in this matter. I can be reached through my Chief of 
Staff, Bibiana Boerio~ at 202-225-2011. 

Thank you for yoUI service to our Nation. 

Sincerely, 

oe Sestak 
Member of Congress 

Cc: Paul Juola, Subcommittee Clerk, House Defense Appropriation Subcommittee 
Mr. Stephen Calvery, Director of Pentagon Force Protection Agency 
Mr. Mark Wallace, Director of the Pentagon Integrated Emergency Operations Center 

Enclosure 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 2030 l-1 000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

~oust of 'Rtprrsrntatiocs 
trommittct on 2lpproprtations 
fllashington, 'Blt 20515-60l5 

June 29, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS. CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG. FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY 
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GroAGIA 
RODNEY P. FAELINGHUVSEN, NI<W JERS~;V 
TODDTIAMRT, KANSAS 
ZACH W/WP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, AA1'SAMA 
JO ANN E:ME:RSON, MISSOURI 
KAV GRANGER. TEXAS 
MICHAEL IC. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEV CULBERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW. FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHieRG, MONT ANA 
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA 
KEN CALIIERT, CAUFOANIA 
J0 BONNER, ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE, OI<LAHO.._. 

CLERKANOSTAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
(2021225-2»1 

. Thank you for your letter of June 22, 2009, regarding the Presidential Helicopter 
Replacement Program. 

While I appreciate your concerns about controlling the costs of this program, I am deeply 
concerned about the lack of value that the nation has to show for the substantial investment made 
to date. It is the Congress, and the Appropriations Committee in particular, that will end up 
carrying the burden of accommodating the changes in judgment and past missteps associated 
with this program. 

I understand that from the period December 2003 through the present the Department of 
Defense has spent $3.2 billion on this program and has acquired a total of 9 aircraft 5 of which 
could be put to operational use. 

I finnly believe that we must be able to demonstrate some value from the investment 
made in this program. Therefore I strongly encourage you to make use of those VH-71 
helicopters that could be placed into operational service as soon as possible. 

I look forward to your reply. 

~\,ip ~~­
~~ 
Defense Subcommittee 
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The HonorabJe Robert Gates 
Secretary 
Department of Defense 
1 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. DC 20301 

Dear Secretary: 

HoUSE OF REPRESENTATI/BS 

July2,2009 
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llltlbltkc: www.lulullll.prllner 

On June 30. 2009, Seaman Atrgust Provost was found dead in 1 Camp Pendleton guard 
shack. Tite press is reporting tlllt the body was b1.011ed. The de :~th of Mr. Provost is suspected 
as a homicide and possible hnre crime. I am writing to 'IU'ge yo l to begin a full and detailed 
investigation on the death of ~lr. Provost. 

Mr: Provost made the settles~ :md courageous decision to serv~.~ his: country, and regardless of 
his sexual orientation, he sh01l:.d be treated with honor and rCS] ect 

I trust anr:l hope the military wilJ investigate this homicide and possible hate crime in a 
professional manner. I am rec.l:.esting full disclosure in this mater. 

I loolc forward to your timely r:sponse .. lf you have any questi1 DS1 please do not hesitate to 
contact me at 619-422·5963.· 

BF/wl 
2515414 



CHARLES B. RANGEL. NEW YORK, 
CHAIRMAN 

FORTNEY PETE STAAK. CALIFORNIA 
SANDER Nl. LE\IIN. MICHIGAN 
JIM MGDEAMOTT, WASHINGTON 
JOHN LEWIS. GfORGIA 
RICHARD E. "EAL, MASSAcHUSOTTS 
JOHNS. TANNER. TENNESSEE 
XAYI€R BECERRA. CALIFORNIA 
U.DVD DDGGETT, TEXAS 
~ P0M'R0V, NORTH DAI<OTA 
MIKE THOMPSON, CALIFORNIA 
JOHN El lARSON, CONNEC'IlCUT 
EAAL BI.UMENAUER, OREGON 
RON ICIND, WISCONSIN 
BIU. PASCRELL JR., NEW JERSEY 
SHELLEY BEIIICLEY. NEVADA 
JOSEPH CROWlEY. NEW YOIIK 
CHRIS VAN HOLLEN, MARYLAND 
KENCAICK8. MEEK. FLORIDA 
ALLVSON Y. SCHWAII'I2, PENNsYLVANIA 
ARTUI DAVIS, ALABAMA 
DANNY K. DAVIS, LliNOIS 
BOil ETHERIDGE, NORTH CAROLINA 
UNDA T. sANCHEZ, CAliFORNIA 
BRUIN HIGGINS, NEW YORK 
JOHN A. YARMUTH, KENTUCKY 

JANICE MAVS, 
CHIEF COUNSEl ANO STAFF DIRECTOR 

.ronyrrss of tht <Bnittd ~tatts 
ti.~. Bouse of Represmtatiuts 

COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

11 02 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

(202) 225-3625 

iiDashington, BQ: 20515-0;ts 
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June 26, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
.Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

OAI't: CAMP. NIICHtGAN 
WALLY IEI!GER,CALIFORIIIA 
SAM JOiiNSON. TEXAS 
K£liiN BRADY, TEXAS 
PIWL RYAN. WISCONSIN 
ERIC CANTOR. IIIRGINIA 
JOHN UNDER, GEORGIA 
DEVIN NUNES. CALFORNIA 
PATRICKJ. nBERLOHIO 
GINNY BIIOWfi.WAITE, FLORIDA 
GEOFF C>AVIS, KENl\JCKY 
C>A~Il G. REICHERT, WASHINGTON 
CHARLES W, BOUSTANY, JR. LOUISIANA 
DEAN HELLER. NEVAC>A 
PETeR J, ROSKAM, ILLINOIS 

JON TRAUB, 
MINOII/7Y STAFF lllli!lCTOR 

This letter is to authorize Congressman Charles Boustany, Jr. (R-MD) to 
participate on the CODEL being led by Rep. Nick Rahall (D-WV) to Lebanon, 
Cyprus, and Egypt, with a short stop to refuel in either Ireland or Gennany. 
This travel will take place during the period of Saturday, June 27 through 
Wednesday, July 1, 2009; the House is not scheduled to be in session during 
this time. 

The purpose of the trip is to meet with government and non-government 
officials to discuss economic security, trade, and energy concerns of these 
countries, as well as meet with the newly elected leadership for the Lebanese 
government. 

It would be appreciated if the U$. Department of Defense could furnish 
such assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate this 
trip. The eJ~:penditure of funds for the payment of the actual and necessary 
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized by 
31 u.s.c. 1108 (g). . 

CBR/jg 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates · 
Secretary 
U.S. Deparbnent ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

June 24, 2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of June 19, 2009 regarding Rep. Alcee 
Hastings and Codel June 26 -July 3, 2009. In addition to the previously mentioned 
travelers, please note that the Honorable Madeleine Z. Bordallo (D-GU) is authorized to 
travel. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

()~~ 
NANCY PELOSI 
Speaker of the House 

ce: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

). .... ' . 

. :' . ·:· 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
.I 000 Defense Pen~gon 
·Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

COMMITIEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 
335 CANNON HoUSE OFFICE BUILDING . 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

http://veterans.housa.gov 

June 22, 2009 

CUff' 6TEA-. FI.OIIItloiL 
JERRY MOIWI.KAAISAII 
HEI'IIIYE.IIIIOWN,.III. SOUTI'ICAAOIJNA 
JEFF MILLER. FLO-
JOHN BOOZNAN. ARIW«WW 
SR1AN P.IIIUIMV.CALIFORNIA 
DOUG LAMIOIIN. COI.QIIADO 
GUS M.IIURAICIS. FI.OIIIDA 
VERN III.ICHANAN. FlORIIlA 
DAVID P. ROE. TENNESSEE 

.KING5Tt!N E. SIMT1i 
REPUBUCAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

AND CHIEF COUNSEL 

I authorize Congressman Joe Donnelly to travel on official government business to Iraq, 
Kuwait, Bahrain, Afghanistan, and Gennany during the period of June 26-July 3, 2009. 

Mr. Donnelly will be accompanying the Congressional Delegation headed by 
Congressman Brad Ellsworth, member of the House Committee on Armed Services. The 
primary purpose of the Delegation's visit is to meet with our troops and future veterans 
on the ground to better gauge troop morale, listen to their concerns, and fonnulate ideas 
and remedies to the problems they are facing once they leave military service. 

The actual cost of lodging is authorized in the countries to be visited. It would be 
appreciated if the Department of Defense could furnish such assistance as may be 
required, including transportation to facilitate this trip. The expenditures of funds for 
payment of actual and necessary expenses and transporta~ion as may be required is 
authorized pursuant to title 31, U .S.C, Sectiop 11 Oi(g). 

-' 
Thank you for your continued support and assistance. If you have further questions, 
please contact Bernie Dotson of the Committee staff at 202-226-3653. 

Chairman 

MS/jz 

t 
--'--· 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
· Secretary 

U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mt. Secretary: 

June 23,2009 

This is in further referenc~ to my letter of June 18, 2009, regarding Codel Neal 
June 26- July 5, 2009. Please note that the following people have been invited to travel 
with the delegation in country: Jami Papa; Sighle Doherty, Gn\inne Ni Neill, and Orla 
O'Hanrahan. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

n: C(~ 
NANCYPlsl 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



Grnngress of t]Je llnitt~ §>tales 
muslfington, llQt ~0515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary, Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

June 25th, 2009 

We are writing to request a briefmg with reference to the Department ofDefense School of 
Nursing. The DoD School ofNursing provision was passed by the House of Representatives as part of 
HR 2647, the National Defense Authorization Act for 2010. It directs the Department to establish a DoD 
School of Nursing that will graduate not less than 100 nurses per year with a Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing degree by 2015. 

The purpose of this briefing will be to brief Representatives Rodriguez; Smith, Gonzalez, and 
Cuellar of the San Antonio delegation, and our staffs, on the Department's efforts and plans to establish a 
DoD School of Nursing per PL 110-181, the National Defense Authorization Act for 2008, Section 955, 
and discuss initial thoughts on appropriate locations for such a school. 

. . ., . 

Specifically, we would like to discuss preliminary bas~g optio~ and the viability of Fort Sam 
Houston, Lack1and AFB, or other area assets as homes for the DoD School of Nursing, including the 
potential for partnerships with the Department of Veterans Affairs and locations of poly-trauma centers to 
aid in the education and training of nurse candidates. 

Thank you for your consideration of our request. We look fotward to hearing from you promptly 
on a possible meeting date. Please feel free to contact us directly or Representative Rodriguez's Military 
Legislative Assistant, Norm Cannon, with any concerns or questions at (202) 225-4511 or 
Nonn.Cannon@roail.houss;.gov. 

,/) . 
--~erely, \ ~;\) ./ __ 

l_ .-;t~.J) -L)Lcc~:~ 
Crro D. Rodriguez . _ _.. . / 

Z2~~ .. 
·,, .~ 

Charles A. Gonzalez 
Member of Congress 

1 ••• 

:Member of Congress 
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Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1080 DefeDSe Pentagon 
Washingtoa, DC 20301-1000 
VIA FAX: 703.571.8951 

. REFERENCE: NAVY SEAMAN AUGUST PROVOST Ill 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

~OOZ/002 

CCtoMITE&S< 
JUDICIARY 
IIIIIIXINMiniEI 

COUIIfS, 'lttl ~. -llnlu.ICI'UoL P!IDMmY 
~ CltarlsHIP, RINUft. ao-11 

SGuRII\', MD llmiRIIITIONM- UW 
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C1WII 
~Sialm-~ 

PIOIIO'hllll 
floRDM.II.oWIIIK NIP Gl.oM. CouN'riiiiiiWIIUIIol 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
.-nUll: 

~-a-~ 

M-.I~AsiA 

PEMOC~-CAUCUS . -CONGFIE&SIC:IML BLACK CAUCUS 
c:... 

CONSAESSIONM. CI;ILDAEN'S CAUCUS 

I am re4JuestJng a Congressioual Inquiry iD.to possible aUegations 
surroundiag the murder of Seaman Provost who was found dead Tuesday, Jue 30, 
2009 at Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, north ef San Diego that require the 
full attention of the Armed Serviees Committee. Seaman Provost was a resident of 
the TX 18th Congressional Distriet and a constituent of mine. 

Oa belaalf of the constituents of the Eighteenth Coacressional Distriet of 
Texas, I met with tlae family of Twenty-nine year-old Bo111ton native Navy Seaman 
Aupst Provost ID last Friday evening. The family was told that SeaiUD Provost 
wu shot three times, laad his haads' and feet bound, his moatla gagged, and his body 
may have been bul'lled. I have committed tG the family tllat a fuU iovestlption IDto 
the murder of Seamaa Provost wiU take plaee. 

We have the greatest respeet of the U.S. Mrutary. It il the baekboae of oar 
Demo~racy. However, those who ser¥e in the U.S. ·MJncary should be able to serve 
without eoneern ofvioleoee between military peneuueL I look forward to a positive 
response se that I ~•11 report baek to tile family. 

Very Truly Yours, 

t::jjS:'>}·t- ~ -
Sheila Jacksoa Lee 

Member ofCoagress 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

July 2, 2009 

Choir 
SelectlnteUigence 0\-en;ighl Panel 

Committee on Appropriations 

Committee on Education 
and Labor 

Permanent Select Committee 
on Intelligence 

'Committee on Natural Resources 

This is to inform you that the delegation I was going to lead to Macedonia, Kosovo, and 
Bosnia and Herzegovina during the time period of May 25-June 2, 2009 was cancelled. 

Thank you very much for your time and assistance with this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~M 
RUSH HOLT 
Member of Congress 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 

.. ,· ... . :. 

. . ·. ·~·. 
. ' .. -._ .... 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
SecretaJy of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Wasbiqton. D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

July 10, 2009 

No. 2701 P. 2 

We are requesting a·bricfing on the draft Request for Proposal (RPP) for the KC· 
X acquisition, prior to its release to indusby. 

As members of the United States House ofRepresefttatives, we are most 
interested in undetsumdins the intended evaluation and criteria from the previous source 
selection and the rationale for those changes. In addition. we wmt to. understand the 
steps 1he Department has taken to address the areas of coneem indentified by the Juno 18, 
2008, General Accountability Office KC-X lUling. 

A!J you may recall, during your testimony before the U.S. Senate Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Defense on June s. 2009, you stated that you would ':'share the draft 
RFP here in Congress as bema a transparent process.', . 

Mr. Sccreblly, we apprcoiate your stated commitment to move forward quiekly in 
an open and transparent mmmcr with this acquisition effort and look fDrward to your 
IeSpODSe to this request. To schedule this briefing, please contact Jon Hand with 
Congressman Jo Bonner at (202) 225-4931. 

1~~ 
IoBonner 

United States Representative 
F'U8t District- Alabama 

PIIIN1'£0 CN IIIICYCLI!D PAPIR 
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United States Kepresellltat1VC 
Third District -Alabama 

United States KeP:rese~~ttatt've 
Fifth District- Alabama 

Art'ur Davis 
United States Representative 
Seventh District,;,. Alabama 

No. 2701 P. 3 

~b~ 
Robert Aderholt 

United States Rcpmentative 
Fourth District- Alabama 

-
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William J. Lynn 
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I write to personally invite you to join me and top government officials for a summit of moderate 
American Muslim leaders on July 20, 2009. The meeting will take place from 3:00-S:OO pm in the 
Congressional Room North, located in the US Capitol Visitors Center. You are also welcome to stay for 
a setond session when these leaders meet with Members of Congress. 

Over the past several years, many Members of Congress have bad great concerns about the groups with 
whith government agencies mee;t and use for outreach to the American Muslim community. This 
meeting seeks to link government officials with often-overlooked, moderate Muslim leaders. 

During the meeting, moderate Muslim leaders I have invited will talk about their organizations and their 
programs. fn addition, they will discuss issues important to the Muslim community here in America and 
analyze several international issues. Y <>u will be able to ask them questions about their work aRd obtain 
their opinions about issues of interest to you and your office. J have personally mel with these leaders and 
worked with their groups on many projects; I am confident you will find this time with them very 
valuable. 

If for some reason you ~not attend, I ask that you please send a representative from your office. 
However, it is my hope that you can attend this very important summit on July 20. 

For more information, please contact my staffer, Andy Polk, at Andy.Polk@mail.house.gov or 202-22S-
197(i. Please RSVP to him by July 16,2009. 

Sincere! , 

kMyrick 
Member of Congress 

PIWNTODON RECI'CI.EDMPIR 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ilouse of 1Rrprr.smtatior.s 
~mmittec on appropriations 
Washington, f)(! 20515-6015 

July 6, 2009 
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This letter is to authorize Congresswoman Kay Granger, member of the 
Committee on Appropriations, to travel on July 10-11,2009, to Marinette, Wisconsin and 
return to Ft. Worth, Texas .... Th~pmpose of .this trip is to attend a.keellaying for the new 
USS Fort Worth at the Marinette Marine Shipyard. 

I request the expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary 
expenses such as transportation and military escorts as may be required as authorized by 
31 USC 11 OS(g). 

I would appreciate the Department of Defense, specifically the United States Air 
Force, furnishing such assistance as may be required. Travel will be conducted by 
military air. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~(!.:;-~:;{ 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
l 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 
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COMMITIEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS 
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WASHINGTON, DC 20615 
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AND CHEF COUNSEL 

. As part of the House Committee on Veterans' Affairs responsibilities, I authorize Cathleen 
Wiblemo, Director of the Subcommittee on Health, and Martin Herbert, Director of the 
Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations, to travel on official government business to 
Chicago, IL and Hines, IL during the period of August ll-13, 2009. In addition, Sidath 
Panangala, Analyst on Veterans Policy with the Congressional Research Service will accompany 
Ms. Wiblemo and Mr. Herbert as a detailee. 

The primary purpose of their visit is to gain further infonnation and monitor the progress made 
by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs and the U.S. Navy in partnering to implement a 
jointly administered medical facility in North Chicago, IL. In conduct of this effort, they will 
visit the North Chicago VA Medical Center and the Great Lakes Naval Health Clinic. 
Additionally, they will visit the Hines VA Medical Center in Hines, IL and the Jesse Brown VA 
Medical Center in Chicago. IL to gain a greater understanding of the work being done at these 
facilities. 

The actual cost of lodging is authorized in Illinois. It would be appreciated if the Department of 
Defense could furnish such assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate 
this trip. The ~xpend.itures of funds for payment of actual and necessary expenses and 
transportation as may be required is authorized pursuant to title 31, U.S.C. Section11108(g). . . 
Thank you for your continued support and assistance. If you have further questions, please 
contact Jeff Burdette of the Committee staff at (202) 225-9154. 

CW/jb 

Sincerely, 

~ 
BOBFILNER 
Chainnan 
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The Honor.able Robert M. Gates . . . . . . 

Secretary of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

June 26, 2009 

I am contacting you to request that you review the Department of Defense's continued 
application of congressionally authorized exceptions to the Berry Amendment relating to the 
procurement of para-aramid fibers and yams, as well the procurement of fire-resistant rayon 
fiber, from foreign sources. The materials are used in the manufacture of body armor and fire­
resistant uniforms, respectively. 

As you know, the Berry Amendment requires the Department of Defense (DOD) to give 
preference in procurements to domestically produced, manufactured, or home-grown products -
notably food, clothing, fabrics, and specialty metals. Exceptions to this amendment allowing 
DOD purchaSes of para-aramid fibers and yarns, as well the procurement of fire-resistant rayon 
fiber, from foreign sources may no longer warranted owing to the availability of suitable 
materials in today's U.S. marketplace. The recent use of these exceptions is having an adverse 
impact on U.S. manufacturers and has undercut our policy of maintaining a strong and viable 
defense industrial base. 

In 1998, partially due to limited domestic competition and a reliance on sole-source contracts, a 
statutory exception was created to the Berry Amendment to allow for purchases of para-aramid 
fibers and yarns from foreign sources. The statutory exception is only applicable when the 
Department makes a detennination that procurement of para-aramid fibers and yams from 
domestic sources will result in sole-source contracts or subcontracts. As a result of the 
exemption, the Department's purchases of para-aramid fibers and yarns have become 
increasingly dependent on foreign suppliers over the last decade. The marketplace has changed 
significantly in the last decade, however. and a variety of suitable materials now exist 
domestically. 

Similarly, in 2008 a statutory exception was created for fire-resistant rayon fiber for the 
production of uniforms. 1bis exception allowed the Department to procure fire- resistant rayon 
fiber for uniforms from foreign suppliers if a determination was made that either fu:e-resistant 
rayqn fiber was not available domestically, or procuring such fiber domestically would result in 
sol~-source contracts. · · 
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In the short period during which this provision has been in effect, foreign suppliers have 
dramatically increased their market share. Currently, 90 percent of the fielded Flame Resistant 
Army Combat Uniforms are constructed of imported fiber. While environmental and other 
concerns have caused domestic sources to forego production of fire-resistant rayon fiber for 
unifonns, there are a variety of other fire-resistant fibers in today's domestic marketplace-some 
of which have out-performed rayon in evaluations for Army uniforms. As a result, the ''rayonM 
exception is not relevant and should not apply to future procurements. 

Congress has given the Secretary of Defense discretion to determine whether either exception 
should be used. However, current law mandates an annual review by the Secretary of Defense. I 
look forward to working with you to advance a more balanced policy that both promotes 
competition and preserves our ability to maintain and grow our domestic defense capabilities. 
Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Bill Shuster 
Member of Congress 
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The Honorable Ashton Carter 
Under Secretary ofDefense for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics 
Department of Defense 
Pentagon, Room 3 E673 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Carter: 
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It has come to my attention that the United States Air Force and United States Navy are 
currently negotiating a Memorandum of Agreement to proceed to Phase 2 of a 
demonstration program called Imminent Fury. While I am an advocate for the 
development of an irregular warfare capability, I am deeply concerned that this program 
will ignore domestic manufacturers in favor of foreign competitors. 

Originally a Navy demonstration program under the direction of Secretary Donald 
Winters, Imminent Fury was designed to provide information on the benefits of a light 
attack aircraft to the warfighter. An Embraer Super Tucano aircraft was leased by the 
Navy for this program. Throughout Phase I of the demonstration program, the Navy 
insisted that is agnostic with regards to the specific aircraft used. Given that a similar 
domestic aircraft was still under development, the Navy made the argument that the lease 
of a foreign aircraft was required for Phase 1. 

As the Navy now along with the Air Force move forward with Phase 2, it is my 
understanding that the domestic Hawker-Beechcraft AT -68, will be available for testing 
and evaluation. (The AT-68 is a derivative of the T-6, which is the widely-used joint 
primary training plattonn for the United States military.) Throughout the concept 
development and demonstration phase, acquisition best practices necessitate the 
evaluation of altematives, especially within the domestic market. Furthermore, the Air 
National Guard (ANG) will be conducting similar evaluation activities using a Hawker­
Beechcraft AT -6B, an option clearly available to the Navy and Air Force. 

The United States Government has invested $8.4 million into the Air National Guard 
evaluation of the AT -6B and will likely invest additional resources in FY20 10. For the 
Department to ignore this investment and continue testing a foreign aircraft is the wrong 



approach, especially when the T -6 has served as the joint primary traming platform for 
the DOD for the past eight years. 

In addition, Brazil, the home of Embraer, is not an exempt country under DF ARS 
225.872-1. As you know, this means that the Department of Defense is required to 
evaluate the availability of domestic products prior to contract award to a company from 
a non-qualifying country. 

Based on all this information, I strongly recommend that the Department examine the 
ANG demonstration program and develop a strategy for Imminent Fury that utilizes 
domestic aircraft. To continue to lease the Embraer, when a similar domestic product is 
reasonably available, is inappropriate. 

I look forward to working with you on this issue. 

cc: 

The Honorable Ray Mabus 
Secretary of theN avy 

Sincerely, 

Todd Tiahrt 
Member of Congress 

The Honorable Michael Donley 
Secretary of the Air Force 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
S~ of Defense 
1000 Defense The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Sccretary: 

July 15, 2009 

I am writing to ask you to immediately begin a thOl'Ough review of the Commander•s Emergency 
Response Program (CERP) and to provide a complete list of aU proposals pending as of July 20 for 
CBRP projects in excess of$1,000,000. For years, this Committee has questioned the use and 
management of CERP fimds, totaling more than Sl 0 billion since 2004. I understand the value of this 
program for our combatant commande.rs. However, the Army and U.S. Central Command 
(CENTCOM) ha.ve failed to justify ever-growing CBRP requests or to execute proper management or 
oversight of these funds, most ofwhich ue today being spent on the kind of:infrastnlcture and 
development projects more appropriately executed and administered by the U.S. Agency for 
lntel'mllional Devclopmeut. A fundamental review ofC£RP, its pUipOse. use and scope, is overdue. 

R.ecen.t press reports and information from officiah in-theater indicate intense pressure on 
Provinoial Reconstruction Teams and combatant commanders to ""rush to spend'• hundreds ofmilliOJJ$ of 
dollars in CERP funds remaining for fiscal year 2009. Propo$als for multi-million projects are being 
thrown together with less thought given to the Uliency or usefulness of the project than to a desire to 
ellSUle all funds are spent This practice could conflict 'With section 8004 of 'the fiscal year 2009 Defense 
Appropriations AC\ which prohibits more than 20 percent of the appro.Fiations in that Act limited for 
obligation in the current fiscal year from being obligated in the last two months of the year. 

The original purpose ofC.ERP was to provide combatant coiDD18Ilders a resource for responding 
to "muill-soal~, urgent bUZIUUlitarii!D relief and rccoD.struction" needs m their area of ope.ration to 
immediately assist the people of Iraq and Afghanistan. Today, a majority of CERP Amds are spent on 
road col1Siruction and other '~bricb and mortar" projects that. while importfmt. far-exceed the intended 
scale and stope of the UJ'Ient projects CERP was intended to support. Furthermote, the prcsS\Ile to spend 

.. CERP funds, which naturally drives commanders toward large-scale construction projects, is squeezing 
out 1he small-scale humaliitarian projects identified by ~y-grade and Special Fon:cs twops as 
providing an immediate benefit both to local nationals and to the safety and seeurity of our own fo~es. 

nn sn zot+ 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
July 15,2009 
Page Two 

Owr the last five years. CERP has grown from an incisive COWJter-insurgency tool to an 
alternative U.S. development program with few limits and little management. It is well-past time for 
better oversight of' this prognun from the Department of Defense. I look forward to hearing from you on 
this matter. · 

Sincerely, 

·;t' (-1~ . '-

~!!urtha 
Defense Subcommitte~: 
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Defense Secretary Robert Gates 

Department of Defense 

1000 Defense Pentagon 

Washlngton1 DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

June 24, 2009 

While we strongly support our defense facilities and recognize that we need a robust 

acquisition workforce, we are writing to express~ concern that has been brought to our 

attention regarding the method the government is currently using to increase the size of its 

defense acquisition workforce. It is our understanding that on April 6, 2009, you announced 

your goal to "increase the size of the defense acquisition workforce by converting 11,000 

contractors and hiring an additional 9,000 government acquisition professionals by 2015." 

We would like to call your attention to an unintended consequence this policy is causing~ We 

are hearing from our small businesses that the policy is directly responsible for a significant loss 

of employees to government positions. This action results in the contraator losing a valuable 

resource they have trained at considerable cost-- sometimes specifically to meet government 

requirements -- as well as revenue the contractor would have earned. 

Our small businesses, such as the ones negatively impacted by the recent announcement, are 

the driving force of our economy. Many small, defense contractors have suffered this past year 

as a direct result ofthis tough economy. This has contributed to Increases in unemployment 
across the nation. 

We want to do everything possible to help, not hinder, our small businesses. Moving forward, 

we would like to work with you and the Department of Defense to create a balanced policy that 

would achieve your goal of strengthening our defense, without harming our small businesses. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

PFIINTiD ON RECYClED PAPER 



JASON CHAFFETZ (UT-03) 
Member of Congress 

NCAN HUNTER (CA-52) 
Member of Congress 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 

Dear Secretary Gates: 
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Thank you for your recent visit to Bath Iron Works (BIW) and for taking the time to meet some 
of the hard working and dedicated Mainers who contribute to the shipyard and our nation's 
defense. As Admiral Gary Roughead said, BIW is a "national treasure", and I am glad you were 
able to see the facility firsthand. 

Maine has a long and proud history of contributing to the armed forces in unique and diverse 
ways. In 1815, Portsmouth Naval Shipyard (PNSY) in Kittery, Maine, built its first ship for the 
United States, the USS WASHINGTON. Today, PNSY is preparing to work: on next genemtion 
of nuclear submarines, the VIRGINIA class. Bangor International Airport in Bangor, Maine, is 
the primary departure and arrival point for the troops serving in Afghanistan and Iraq. Each day, 
a group of dedicated veterans known as the "Troop Greeters" welcome our brave men and 
women returning from combat and bid farewell to those departing for duty. 

As you probably know, Maine is home to literally hundreds of small businesses who are 
Department of Defense subcontractors. Many of these small businesses provide the DOD with 
innovative research, products and materials to make our country stronger and more secure. I 
hope you will come back to Maine to see more of how our state including these small business 
contractors who are contributing to our national defense. 

Thank you for considering this request, and I look forward to seeing you in Maine soon. 

10.37 LONGWORTH 8UILOINO 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
202-225-6116 
202-225-5590 FAX 

Sincerely, 

Chellie Pingree 
Member of Congress 

0·-·~. 
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SUITE 302 
PoRTLAND, ME 04101 
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July 16, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
The Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1155 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

oiQHN -AIIIC.ImAII 
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AND CHEF ODVN&a 

On Wednesday, July 29, 2009, the Committee on Veterans' Affairs will conduct a 
hearing titled "Meeting the Needs of Injured Veterans in the Military Paralympic 
Program." This hearing will be held at 10:00 a.m. in room 334 Cannon House 
Office Building. 

The Committee invites you, or your designee, to testify at the hearing to discuss 
the number of seriously injured ~ervice members who have returned from Iraq and 
Afghanistan in the past three years; what the Department of Defense is doing to 
assist our seriously injured returning service members with their rehabilitation and 
what their experience has been with the U.S. Paralympic Program or similar 
programs; how many programs the Department of Defense currently has in place; 

· and, what partnerships the Department of Defense has formed to provide 
rehabilitation services to returning service members. 

Please confinn your attendance by contacting Ms. Debbie Smith at (202) 225· 
6389. You will be recognized for five minutes to make an oral statement; 
however, your complete written statement will be made a part of the hearing 
record. Please submit 70 copies of written testimony to Ms. Debbie Smith at 335 
Cannon House Office Building by 10:00 a.m. on July 27, 2009. To reduce costs 
and facilitate the inclusion of the written testimony in the printed record of the 
hearing. please provide one copy of the testimony prepared in accordance with the 
enclosed formatting requirements. 
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The Committee provides public access to its hearing statements on the Internet 
through the World Wide Web at the House of Representatives 
(http://veterans.house.gov) and the Library of Congress (http://thomas.loc.gov). 

To facilitate this public access, please send an electronic copy of your testimony to 
Ms. Debbie Smith at d·ebbie.smith@mail.house.gov. Additionally, the hearings are 
now broadcast live, in real time, over the Internet, and are archived on our Web 
site so they may be accessed following each hearing. 

I look forward to hearing your views. Please contact Juan Lara, Staff Director of 
the Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity, Committee on Veterans' Affairs, at 
(202} 225·9756 if you have any questions. 

fl)ds 

BOBFILNER 
Chairman 
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EDWAAO M. KtNr..FOY. MASSACHUSETTS 
ROSERT C. BYRO. WE:ST VI~GINIA 
JOSEPH I LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICJT 
JACK REED. ~ HODE ISLAND 
DANIEL. K. AKAl<A. HAWAII 
SilL NfLSON, FLORIDA 
E. 8ENJAMI~ NflSON. NEBRASKA 
EVAN BAYH, INl»ANA 
Jl~ WEBB. VIRGINIA 
CI...AtRE McCASI<I~l. MiSSOU~I 
MARt< UDAll, COLORADO 
kAY A HAGAN, NOFITI-I CAAOUNA 
MARK BEGICH. ALJ>S<A 
ROLAND W. BURRIS. IlliNOIS 

JOrH·~ McCAIN, .MIZONA 
JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
.IFFF SFSSIONS, ALABAMA 
SA><BY CHAMBLI.SS. GEORGIA 
LINDSEY GRAHAM. SOUTH CAROLINA 
JOHI\4 THUNE, ~OUTH DAKOTA 
MEL MARTINEZ, fLORIDA 
ROGER F. WICKER. MISSISSIP'i'l 
AICHA~O BUilR, NORTH CAAOLINA. 
DAVID Vt1TEF4, I.OUIS~ANA 
SUSAN M COLLINS, MAINE 

RICHARD 0. OEBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W BOWAt!. REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinitcd eStates ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051o-6050 

February 2, 2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies ofS. 358, Ensuring Safe Facilities and Equipment 
for American Troops Overseas Act, to ensure the safety of members of the United States 
Anned Forces while using expeditionary facilities, infrastructure, and equipment 
supporting United States military operations overseas. I am forwarding this legislation to 
you for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. · 

Enclosures 

Si erely, 0. . 
I~ 

Car Levin 
Chairman 
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Robert M. Gates 
Seonary 
Oeputmeat ofDofwe 
1300 Pentasoa 
WMhinatou, DC 20301·1300 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON. DC 20~1o-3703 
February 2, 2009 

R*tOiilll!l!lONMIIIG 
IIUICT~OII~ 

CCMinll Cit Mlltl2 

I am writing to oxprea my pave concem ova: the appuent widetpread 1110 ofbum pitt for wast£ 
cUipOIIl tbroqhout Inq ad~. I halve been :informed by a OODStit\Mat that his nl.tive 
servfn& in Afihanbtm is cxperie.nciDJ health tymptoma rdltcd to smoke exposure &om a bum pit tblt 
neighbors IUs base. The umegulated pre80DOt ofthoao situ hu a.danprecl tbe health IDd .U..belq or 
American and allieclaoldicrs u ~ u cmJiaDs, 8Dd will undoubtedly leave envtronmeaDl eca in tbe 
aras wc~y oecupy. 

I believe the probiODll exhibited aud widely reported 11 Balad are iadicative of a much ]apr problem. 
With approximately 11 million pounds ofhazudous wuto In Iraq alone, it is ..Uy imqiuablo that 
umegulmd, uomoDitoml bum pita may be a1fcctiDa a 1arp perceotap of · _mambcn_ 
deployed to haq mel Afahaniltan post-9/11. Ah Force IJautenan1 Colcmel (b)(&) Ia 
wrpon pmloaaly deployad to Ba1ad, stated that everyoms at tbo bue had a memo p iCicflit ear 
meclic:al fila in fil12007 notins they had been exposed to tlw bum pit's fumol. I'm encounpcl by tbia 
acknowloclpmmt of health riw uaociated with bum pita, but boline the Depertmmt of~ must 
do more. 

I fear that Uttle i1 beiDa done to ~the iaue on a brold ICalo. The Mllitary Tima riCIDtly zopo~ 
that the bum plt Jn Ba1ad ia the only d!sposalli1e to be olpCWically teatecl, aDd the report1 fzom my 
constituenti1N88eat that tbi• problem iJ nat iaolamd to cne Jocatioa.. Soldiers that will be deployed in 
those 1m1 in the fUture, se:vlcemembers that may have taparated from tho ICII'Yice or other& tbat bavo 
returned home may be potentially atl'ectod by bum pita and should be provided with proper education. 
health care, and resources u soon as poalble. 

I believe tbat tl'lolpii'IDC)' in this issuo will help all~ the concems of deployed penounel and the 
AmeriCIIl public. Thank you for your coa.tideration oftheee mquesta mel :your C02K)eD1 fur1ho health of 
tbl brave mea md women that scm our country. I look forwvd to~ with you to nseotv• tbll 
matter in the iUtun. 
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~1niteh ;Stabs ~ettatr. 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301·1000 

February 2, 2009 

Admiral .Mike Mullen 
Chainnan of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
9999 The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20318-9999 

Dear Secretary Gates and Admiral Mullen: 

We apPreciate the directed focus you have brought to the National Guard and Reserves through 
recent directives. personnel decisions, and other actions. In our September 26, 2008 letter, we 
asked you to look at the issue of transparency and accountability in the purchase and distribution 
of equipment for the National Guard and Reserves. We would appreciate an update on the 
Department's effom to resolve these challenges, which have prevented equipment slated for the 
reserve components from actually entering Guard and Reserves inventories. 

We have received·a number of interim responses, including letters that referred our inquiry to the 
Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller) and, later, to the Under Secretary for Acquisition. 
Technology and Logistics. We look forward to a more detailed response on how the Department 
actually plans to account for the appropriated dollars provided for National Guard and Reserve 
equipment. 

Given its constitutional authority and paramount responsibility to the American people, Congress 
has a deep interest in full financial transparency. Establishing a budget and execution plan that 

· provides transparency and accountability of Guard and Reserve equipment funding is also a key 
recommendation of the Commission on the National Guard and Reserves. We understand that 
that the Department of Defense acknowledges the need for corrective action. 

We would appreciate an update on the Department's plans to ensure greater accotmtabiJity for 
National Guard and Reserve equipment In particular, please advise on the status of evaluating 
the viability of such proposals as delineating Guard and Reserve funding requests within the 
Services' annual pracurement requests or Congress creating a separate appropriation for National 
Guard and Reserve equipment requirements. 

Thank. you again fot' recognizing the importance of this issue and working with the Congress 
toward a sensible resolution. · 

~LEIJ~ 
Co-Chair 
U.S. Senate National Guard Caucus 

CHRISTOPHER S. BOND 
Co--Chair 
U.S. Senate National Guard Caucus 



T .. HouOI'Qfe Robert CalM •ntl Atlmiral M1b M•lkll 
Pap-:Z 
Septe•ber :Z6, lOOS 

A strona and robustly equipped operational reserve fo~ is what the American people expect 
and deserve. We look forward to working with you to ensure we-resolve this important issue. 

'Thank you 'VCt)' rnucb for your pcrsonalldtention to and support for the National Guard aPd 
Reserve. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
U.S. Senator 

. OP$R~t?::~ ~:t~~ 
U.S. Senator . U.S. Representative U.S. RoprosMtative 
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JIM WEBB 

COMMimEON 
ARMED SERVICES 

COMMilTEE ON 
FOAEIGN RELATIONS 

COMMITTEE ON 
VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

'tinittd ~tatcs £'rnatc 
WASHINGTON, DC 20SHI-4605 

WAsHINGTON OFFICE: 
'iiVJL6HJrfG1ort'. 0C 1.0S11i 

12Dll ~74-4D:!• 

.IOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTH February 3, 2009 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secmary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C.20301-IOOO 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

I am writing with regard to a November 21, 2008.1etter to you that 1 co-signed with 56 other U.S. 
Senators expressing our concerns over the new TRICARE outpatient prospective payment system (OPPS) 
rule. 1 have not received a reply to that correspondence, but in accordance with the Oba.ma 
administration's new Regulatory Review guidance, I request that you extend the final regulation's 
effective date by 60 days and reQJ>Cn it for public comment. 

The reliability and validity of the data used by the Department of Defense (DoD) and·its 
economic impact methodology, have been challenged by-health-care professionals. If a more effective 
and extended transition is not adopted to impl<:ment the new rule, many ofour TRICARE benefte:iaries ~n 
Virginia will experience a significant disruption in services. 

In its final rule, the DoD estimated that TRlCARE hospi&al OU1patient revenue wilt decline by 
$598 million, or 25 percent, in the first year. This estimate is nearly seven times DoD's original estimate 
of $81 million as noted in the proposed rule. This discrepancy is rwt adequately explained in the final 
rule. Of note, the proposed rule's estimated impact fell below the $100 million threshold necessary for 
the rule to be deemed ''economically significant." Had the impact exceeded this threshold, a more 
thorough analysis would have been required under the Congressional Review Act. Clearly, DoD's 
revised estimate of the decline in hospital outpatient revenue shows that a thorough review is needed 
before the new rule is implemented. 

l recognize that DoD is required by law to make changes in the way TRICARE pays hospitals for 
the outpatient care they provide to our military and that it must conform to Medicare "to the extent 
practicable." ! strongly believe, however. that these changes should be implemented with a much more 
effective transition. ln 1996, DoD implemented a IS percent stop-loss transition for physicians to bring 
TRlCARE payments in line with Medicare payments. I encourage DoD to consider an identical 
transition for network hospitals. Cutting TRJCARE hospital outpatient payments abruptly by 25 percent 
is unreasonable and without precedent. 

In light of these deficiencies, 1 strongly urge you to review the final regulation regarding 
TRICARE payments for hospital outpatient services and re-open the rule-making prooess. Thank you for 
your consideration of my views on this matter. 

Sincere~ 

ebb 
States Senator 

OSD 01221-09 
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DIANNE FEINSTEIN 
CALIFcmNIA • ~nittb ~tatts 'enatt 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510.0504 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington~ DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

hltp:llfainetein.lilltll•le-r 
February 4. 200 

SELECT COMNrTTEii ON INfEWGI:NVE • OHAIRt.WI 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPFIIATIOHS 
COt&IITIEE ONTH& JUDICIARY 
OOI.&IITTEE ON RLIJSS AND ADMINISTRATION 

Recently, it has come to my attention that there are allegations of Bush 
Administration political appointees who have been improperly converted to career positions 
within the Department of Defense. SpecificalJy, that two political positions were converted 
to career positions within the DOD's Office of Detainee Affairs, and that Bush 
Administration political appointees within that office assumed those career positions. 

Allegations of improper "burrowing, of political appointees to career positions are 
concerning to me. This is especially disconcening within the Office of Detainee Affairs due 
to the nature of the policy recommendations that office provides regarding Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba. President Obama has decisively set a new course on detainee policy by issuing the 
executive order to close the Guantanamo Bay detention facility. 

Accordingly, I ask that you immediately review the circumstances behind the 
conversion of these positions and the hiring of any former Bush Administration appointees as 
career or temporary officials within the Office of Detainee Affairs. I wouJd like to know 
whether Bush Administration appointees were converted to career or temporary 
appointments in that office. If this has occurred, when were these appointments made, and 
were they done pursuant to a competitive and publicly open hiring process subject to all 
applicable Office of Personnel Management regulations? Finally, if improper burrowing of 
political appointees has happened within the Office of Detainee Aft"aUs, how and when will 
this wilJ be corrected? 

I appreciate your attention to this matter, and I look forward to your prompt response. 

Sincerely Yours, 

Dianne Feinstein 
United States Senator 

212 



The t{Qnotable Robert Gates 
&:cretary· QfPef~m.'e- - · --
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington; D.c~ 2030 1--JOOO 

Dear (l: ............. ~ · -~ ·t-- · . -1~·,~l'Y' Q'a e$: 

1!nittd .~m.tt.s itmatt. 
COry1~:;oH AA~P$£ilWf~E~ 
WAstii!'iKrrefii~ :oc=2<nn-~ 

Tbank:rou f(n';yaur letter of Jan)Jary.27t regatding=the D~~rtteirit;·s use,·gf 
tetired military officers as "'8urropte8~ to make_ the former Adrrtirii&ttation's:cas~ 
in-the tnedia.. As y<>U: indicate in your l~r, the- Inspeett)r -<ienera:I fou11d nc,-. 
hnproper or illegal .·activities on theJ).Qrt of the· Oepartm.ent'·s Publi~ Affairs. 
personnel-and- conciuded-that information brie:fi~g$ provided. to .retir~ .inili~ry 
officers-did notv1olate legalprohibitions against thtu.lse Qfappropriated fundS;;for 
publicity or propagan-da purposes. · 

H.ow~ve..-~ the Inspector G~11er{ll also fqund:th:itt'th¢-I>epartm.~nt ex.cludeda 
retired Oeneral-.from further partic.ipation in the prQgraril because ofhis 'comments 
-critical'tJfthe conduct oftbe.Iraq war. The report also .confirms that :a .~nior DOD 
Ptibli¢. Aft\irs- ()ffici'a.l sent art e-mail urging_ ~the Departm.ent-to 'Cultivat'tl .a care 
group o'f"~liably friendly"· retired miiitary :ari;:t~ysts ''that we CBf:t .count-on to· earry 
. our water~" I do no~. thjnk :it. :ShotUd be accep~blt: for D_OD officials-to cut off 
outside commentators: who expreSs crjtie.al -opinions, or to. ~se >tte<ress to 
informatiotlto reward _political-allies in- the pr~ss. Jf:.thi:s conduct 1s.not illegal (>r 
hnproper under exiSting law or regu:Jaticmsr (.believe that:those- 'laws and 
tegtdationSne.td,to.be Qha.nged. I would app_tedate'ifyou would review the 
applicable Jaws and te~ulations and g~e t?ttck to::tne with yo~t v~ews• 

·Also,_ while the report finds-insrifficienteVid¢nce·tn detennimfthat any 
<:on~~~C1r ~ceivetht:cpmpetitiv~advantage as a: result Qf.it& tl¢8 to retired military· 
anaJysts, -the~ ;r~port. faU.s to -'assess wlt~therthe r~ired mi~itary analysts· themselves 
-obtained ·financial ben·efits- frOm contractors .. as- a result tiftheirfavc.»r&ble .acee-ss.to 
DOD: information: and officials. The report also-~oneludes thadt was app.topr.la,Je .. 
fOJ' the Deparltt1ent to employ :a contractor to :ensure. tbat the comni~ntaey· of retired 
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military analysts "reflected accurate information." However, the purpose of the 
contract, as detailed in the report, was not to determine whether the commentary 
was "accurate", but rather whether it was favorable- i.e., to determine "how 
coverage reflects or fails to reflect DoD stated policies or views (as expressed by 
its spokespeople and other representatives)." The report fails to assess whether it 
was appropriate to hire an outside contractor to detennine which analysts were 
most supponive of Administration views. 

I would appreciate if you would task the Inspector General to conduct an 
additional review and analysis to address these issues. 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 
:;;?'* 

Carl Levin 
Chairman 



CARl lEVIN, MICHIGAN. CHAIRMAN 

EDWARD M. KENNEDY. MASSACHUSETIS JOHN McCAIN. A.RIZONA 
ROBERT C. BYI10, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M.INHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JE'F SESSIONS. ALABAMA 
JACK REED. RHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS. GEORGIA 
DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAII LINDSEY CiRAHAM; SOUTH CAROUNA 
BILL NELSON, FLOftiDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
E BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRA.SKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA 
EVAN BAYH,INDIANA ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI 
JIM WEBB. VIRGINIA RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA 
CLAIRE M<CASKILL, MISSOURI DAVID VITTER,lOUISIANA 
MARK UDALL, COLORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 
KAY ft HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROLANDW. BUARlS, ILUNOIS 

RICHARD D. DtBOBES, STA~F DIRECTOR 
JOSEPI< W. BOWAB. REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-lOOO 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinitrd ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051Q-6050 

February 2, 2009 

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Committee on 
Armed Services, Senator Joseph I. Lieberman plans to travel to Saudi Arabia, Egypt and 
Israel during the period February 14-22, 2009. Senator Lieberman will be accompanied 
by Vance Serchuk and Christopher Griffm, his personal staffers designated to the Senate 
Armed Services Committee. 

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in 
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier and military air 
transportation, as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the 
Army could be designated as the action agency for this travel. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

·c~~ 
Chairman 

••••iliiiillllll 



CARL LEVIN, MIC~IGAN. CHAIAr,.AN 

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSEnS 
ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA 
JOSEPH I UEBER MAN, CONNECTICUT 
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND 
OANIELI(. AI(AI(A, HAWAII 
BILL NELSON, FLORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA 
E\IAN BAYH,INOIANA 
JIM WEOO. VIRGINIA 
CLAIRE Mr.CASKfll, MISSOURI 
MARK UDALl, COLORADO 
KAY fl. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA 
MARK BE'GICH. AL'.SKA 
ROLAND W BURRIS. ILliNOIS 

JOHN McCAIN. ARllONA 
JAMES M. INHOf£, OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 
SAXBY CHAM BLISS. GEORGIA 
LINDSEY GRAHAM, S0UTI1 CAROJ.INA 
JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEL MAATINE2. FlORIDA 
AOGoR F WICKER, MISSISSIPPI 
FIICHAAD BURR. NOR"TH CA.ROLINA 
DAVID VITIER, LOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS~ MAINE 

Rtcf.tAFtO D. DtoDOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBliCAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ilnittd ~tatcs ~tnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 2, 2009 

On January 21,2009, I wrote regarding the upcoming foreign travel plans to Germany 
and Bosnia-Herzegovina for Senator Joseph I. Lieberman and his staff during the period February 
5-8, 2009. This letter is to request your further assistance. As previously indicated, Senators 
Joseph I. Lieberman and John McCain will co-lead the American delegation to the annual 
Munich Security Conference in Munich, Germany. 

On behalf of Senator Liebennan, I also request that you authorize travel on military 
aircraft with CO DEL LIEBERMAN individuals not belonging to Congress or its staff, but who 
are part of the United States' delegation and who would travel at no additional cost to the U.S. 
Government on a cost-reimbursable basis. A list of these individuals is attached to this letter. 

Thank you for your continued assistance in support of this conference. 

Enclosure 

~7t~~ 
C~n 
Chairman 

OSD 01261-09 
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN 

EDWARD M. KENNEDY. MASSACHUSETTS JOHN Mct::AIN, ARI20NA 
ROBEFIT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M. INHOFE, OKL.AKOMA 
JOSEPH I. liEBfAMMI, CONNECTICUT JEFf SESSIONS, AlABAMA 
JACK REED. RHODE: ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA 
DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAII LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA 
Dill NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINn, FLOAIOA 
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA ROGER F WICKER, MISSISSlPPI 
JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA !UCHARD BURR, NORTH CAROUNA 
CLAIRE McCASKILL, MISSOURI DAVID VITTE:A. LOUISIANA 
MARK UDAU, COI.ORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 
I(AV R. HAGAN, NOfHii CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS 

RICHARD O.DEBOBE$, STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ilnitnl ~tatts ~mate 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051o-6050 

February 3, 2009 

On January 21 and February 2, 2009, I wrote regarding the upcoming foreign travel plans 
to Germany and Bosnia-Herzegovina for Senator Joseph I. Liebennan and his staff during the 
period February 5-8, 2009. This letter is to request your further assistance. As previously 
indicated, Senators Joseph I. Lieberman and John McCain will co-lead the American delegation 
to the annual Munich Security Conference in Munich. Gennany. 

On behalf of Senator Lieberman, I also request that you authorize travel on military 
aircraft with CO DEL LIEBERMAN the following 2 individuals ·who are also part of the United 
States' delegation and who would travel at no additional cost to the U.S. Government on a 
cost-reimbursable basis: 

Max Boot 
Bob Woodward 

Thank you for your continued assistance in support of this conference. 

ly,~ 

Levin 
Chairman 

OSD 01262-09 
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, C~AIRMAN 

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACI-tUSEITS 
ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA 
JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN. CONNECTICUT 
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND 
DANIEL K.AKAKA, HAWAII 
BILL NRSON, FLORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA 
EVAN BAVH,INDIANA 
JIM WEBB. VIRGINIA 
CLAIRE McCASKILL. MISSOURI 
MARK UDALL, COLORADO 
KAVA. HAGAN, NOJITM CAROliNA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROLA.NO W. BURiiiS, IlLINOIS 

JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA 
JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA 
UNDSEV GRAHAM. SOUTH CAROLINA 
JOHN THUNE. SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEl MARTINEZ, FLORIDA 
ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSI~ 
RICHARD BURR. NORTH CAROUNA 
DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 

Rll:HAAD 0. OEBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W, BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301·1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

!lnitcd ~tatrs ~£nat£ 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 5, 2009 

This letter is in further regard to my letter of February 2, 2009 concerning the 
travel plans of Senator Joseph I. Lieberman and his staff members, Vance Serchuck and 
Christopher Griffin, during the period February 14--22. 

Please be advised that Senator Lieberman has added Jordan (from February 1&-19) 
to his itinerary. 

I would appreciate your continued support and assistance in connection with this 
travel. 

v;;~ 
Carl Levin 
Chairman 

OSD 01434-09 
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CARL ~EVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN 

E.OWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUS~lTS JOH~ McCAIN, AR120NA 
ROBcRl C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M.INHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
JOSEPH I LIEBERMAN. CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS. GEORGIA 
DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAII LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOI!TH CAROLINA 
B1LL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MAIITINEZ. FLORIDA 
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA ROGER f. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI 
JIM WEBB. VIRGINIA RICHAl=IO BURR .. NORTH CAROLINA 
CLAIRE M<:CASKILL, MISSOURI DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA 
MARK UDALL. COLORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 
KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROUNA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
AOLANO W. BURAIS,ILLINOIS 

RICHARD 0. lleBQ!lE$, STAFF D1REClOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFf DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
l 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ilnitcd ~tarrs ~cnatc 
COMMilTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 10, 2009 

This Jetter is in further regard to my letters of February 2t 3 and 5, 2009 
concerning the travel plans of Senator Joseph I. Lieberman and his staff members, Vance 
Serchuck and Christopher Griffin, during the period February 14-22,2009. 

Please be advised that Senator Lieberman will now be returning on February 23 
vice February 22. In addition, Mrs. Hadassah Lieberman will now be accompanying the 
Senator for protocol purposes and at no expense to the U.S. Government. In addition, 
Senator Liebennan, Mrs. Lieberman and Senator Lieberman,s two staff members, Vance 
Serchuk and Christopher Griffin, will now be traveling from Egypt to Israel via military 
air because no conunercial flights are available. 

I would appreciate your continued support and assistance in connection with this 
travel. 

OSD 01435-09 

illll~ll~llllliiiiii~IIIIIIIWI 



CAAL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, C~AIRMAN 

EOWAAD M. KENNE:DY, MASSACHUSETIS 
ROBERT C. BYftD, WEST VIRGINIA 
JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN. CON~ECTICUT 
JACK REED. RHODE ISLAND 
DANIEL K. AKAK.A, HAWAII 
BILL NELSON, FLORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA 
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA 
JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA 
CLAIRE McCASKILL, MISSOURI 
MARK UDALL, COLORADO 
MY R HAGAN, NORT!i CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS 

JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA 
JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
JEff SESSIONS, ALABAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA 
LINOSEV GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA 
JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
1\AEL U.ARTINEZ, ~OR~0.6; 
ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI 
RIC~AAO BURR, NORTH CAROLINA 
DAVIOVITTER.lOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 

RICHARD 0. ~BOBES. STAff DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinitrd ~tatcs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 4, 2009 

This letter is to request assistance for the following Committee on Armed Services 
staff members to travel via government vehicle to Charlottesville, Virginia from February 
19-20, 2009: 

Richard D. DeBobes, Staff Director 
Pablo E. Carrillo, Minority Investigative Counsel 

Ilona R. Cohen, Counsel 
Madelyn R. Creedon, Counsel 

Jonathan D. Clark, Counsel 
Gabriella Eisen, Counsel 

Mark R. Jacobson, Professional Staff Member 
Gary Leeling, Counsel 

Peter K. Levine, General Counsel 
William G.P. Monahan, Counsel 

David M. Morriss, Minority Counsel 
Russell L. Shaffer, Counsel 

Richard F. Walsh, Minority Counsel 

The purpose of their trip will be to attend the 2009 Congressional Staff Legal 
Orientation Course at the U.S. Army Judge Advocate Legal Center and School. It is 
requested that the Department of the Army be assigned as the action agent for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

Chairman 

OSD 01440-09 
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN. CHAIRMAN 

EDWAflO M. KENNEDV. MASSACIIUSETFS 
ROBDITC.IMID. W£ST\IIRGINIA 
JOSEPH I. UEBERMAN, OONNECTICUT 
JACK ReeD. RHOOE ISlAND 
DANIEL K. AUI.A, Hi>.WAU 
81LL ~EI.SOJol, FLORIDA 
E. BEN.JI\MIN NELSON, N£8RAs.<A 
EVAN B4VH, INDIANA 
JIM WEBB. VIRGINIA 
ClAIRE McCASKILL MISSOURI 
MARK UDAL~. COLORADO 
KAY R HAGAN. NORTH CAROLINA 
MAAK II.EGICK, ALASKA 
ROlAND W. BUARIS,ILUNOia 

JOHN McCAIN, .ARIZONA 
JAMeS M. INHOFE, OICI.AHOMA 
JEF!' SESSIONS. ALI>.B4MA 
SAXBY CHAMBUSS. GEORGIA 
UNtlS£Y GRAHAM, SOUTII CAROUNA 
JOHN THUNI1. SOUT>l DAKOTA 
MEL MARTINEZ. FI.ORIOA 
ROGI:R F. WICKER, MISSlSSIPPI 
RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA 
DAVID VITTER, LOUISIAI'lA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 

RlatAIIOD. DIEBOBES, STAFf DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB. REPUIIUCAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinitm ~tatrs ~matt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051Q-6050 

February 4, 2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 370, to prohibit the use of funds to transfer 
detainees of the United States at Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to any facility in 
the United States or to construct any facility for such detainees in the United States, and 
for other purposes. I am forwarding this legislation to you for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. 

SJ\cerely~ 

\JJJ~ 
Carl Levin 
Chainnan 

Enclosures 

.. P.J~P .. 011illlll 111-U•-. 



~A.HAWAI, 

...JCtfft6 O.~U£."1'1• WEST WRGlHIA 
PAnY¥\iRBAV. W~ 
~ll!tmiMIJNT 
IIHEI¥lllO !IRDWN. uo<l(l 
.JIM'~~£8~~. WIGINIA 
JOH:r£$11!1!. MO!n'AIIA 
MAIM-~""' Al..A$I:A 
~W.l!IJIOOIS.IlliN1l,. 

, ........... (. BREW. StAff 001KT0R 

Hono:n!ble Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDef~ 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
WaShin~ :pc 20301 

Honorable Eric It Shinseki· 
S~ of Veterans A.t"filirs 
sto Vermont Ave. · · 
Washin~DC 20420 

COMMITIEE ON VETERANS' AfFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

February tO, 2009 

Dear Secretary Gates and Secretary Shinseki, 

We are writing to rcqp.est tbat you convene the DoDN A Senior Oversight: Committee 
(SOC), ~a:use we ~·vety c.onQemed.about the recent reports of in~ :suicides among 
active duty servicemembers. Between 1995 and 2007, there have been over 2,200 suicides 
among activ~ duty servicemembers. 

Such loss is u.natc'eptable iftbcre is any measure.tlll¢ ·can be taken to reduce it We 
req~st th~~ you .~et &S soon as possible to CJ.tSute that both-the resollrces of the Department of 
Defense;and te. Department .of Veterans Affinrs are bt.ough~ to bear on this problm~.. The SOC 
should ~ove illune<,llately to detertninewhether defioi~es eX_~: in the way potential military 
personnel are screened, or m the diagnosiS·or treatment of activt 'duty servicemembers who are 
suffering from psychological problems. 

We believe that convening lbe soc· i:o look specifically at suicide.prevention is a mt 
and necessary step ina coordinated effort. · 

d .,~ ~L·, · .. '··. 
Daniel~ Akaka · 
Chairman 

Sincerely, 

Richard M. Burr 
Ranking Member 

OSD 01487-09 
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COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS tinitnt ~tatts ~rnett 
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, 

LABOR, AND PENSIONS 

COMMilTEE ON HOMElAND SECURITY 
AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS Senator Tom Coburn, MD 

Russell Senate Office Building. Room 172 
Washington, DC 20510-3604 

Phone:202-224-5754 

COMMilTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

RANKING MEMBE~ 
SuBCOMMITT!E ON FEDERAL FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT, 

GOVERNMENT INfORMATION ANO 
INTERN-ATIONAL SECURITY 

RANKING MEMBER 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON HuMAN RIGHTS 

ANDlHElAW 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20310-1300 

Secretary Gates, 

Fax: 202-224-6008 

February 13, 2009 

I am writing to you in regards to the TRlCARE Management Activity (TMA) Program 
Integrity (PI) Office, which is responsible for all anti-fraud activities worldwide for the Defense 
Health Program. I want to congratulate the agency for identifying over $50 million in TRICARE 
funds for recovery in 2006 and 2007. 

In order to ensure the most judicious use of anti-fraud and anti-waste funds, I am 
contacting you with concerns about the biennial conference that the TMA Program Integrity 
Office holds to educate employees, providers, and contractors on fraud, waste, abuse detection 
and investigation. According to Federal Business Opportunities solicitation number H94002-09-
Q-0006 posted February 3, 2009, the conference will be held in Nashville, Tennessee at the 
Opryland Hotel from April28 to May 1, 2009. 

Please provide answers to the following questions: 

• What is the estimated total cost of this year's fraud, waste, and abuse conference? 
Please list individual estimates for airfare, hotel, per diem, audio/visual support, and 
conference space leasing. 

• How many government workers and contractors are planning to attend this year's 
conference? 

• \Vhat is the budget for th~ Office ·ofProgram Integrity? Does funding for this 
conference come out of its budget? If not, what budget authority appropriates these 
funds? 

• Has anyone conducted an analysis of alternative methods of conveying this 
information such as videoteleconferences or site visits by the Office of Program 
Integrity? 

• How much training do TRICARE Management Agency employees receive outside of 
conferences such as this? 

• What is the annual salary ofthe average investigator at the Office of Program 
Integrity? 

3310 Moo-CoNTINENT TOWE" 
401 SoUTH BOSTON 

TULSA, OK 74103-4007 
PHONE; 918-581-7651 

100 NORTH BROADWAY 
SUm 1820 

OKLAHOMA Cnv, OK 73102 

PHoNE: 405-231-4941 

www.ooburn.senate.gov 

711 'INJ D AvENUE 

Suon202 
L.oWTON, OK 73501 

PHONE; 580-357~78 



Additionally, please send a copy of the 2003,2005, and 2007 conference itineraries along 
with their estimated costs. Thank you for your attention to this request and for your efforts to 
combat fraud, waste and abuse at the Department of Defense. 

Sincerely, 

United States Senator 
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·1ftnitcd ~rates ~rnntc 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-EOSO 

February 13. 2009 

The Honorable Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Seeretary of Defense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Re: Domestic Source Restrictions 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

I have advocated for fuJI and open competition in the defense industrial base for 
Department of Defense development and procurement programs, and maintain that statutory 
limits on competition produce suboptimal acquisition outcomes for the warfighter and taxpayer. 
I am aware that the Department has authorities to internally impose restrictions on competition, 
.in the interest of national security. 

Please provide me with the Department's general position on statutory domestic source 
restrictions and briefly detail what authorities the Department has to impose agency~wide 
domestic source restrictions. 

I look forward to your response. 

John McCain 
United States Senator 

CC: Mr. Gary Powell, Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Industrial Policy (Acting) 
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CARl lEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMA-N 

EDWARD M. KENNEO'V, MASSACHUSETIS 
ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VtAGINIA. 
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BILL NELSON. FLORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NE:BRASKA 
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA 
JIM WEBB. VIRGINIA 
CLAIRE McCASKill, MISSOURI 
MARK UDALL. COlORADO 
KAVA. HAGAN. NORTH CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROlAND W. BUARJS, ILUNOlS 

JOHN McC,&II.IN, AFUZONA 
JAMES M. !NHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS, ALAbAMA 
SAXBY CH~MBLISS. GEORGIA 
LINDSEY G~AHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA 
JOHN THVi"'E, SOUTH D.~KOTA 
MEL MAAnNEZ. FlORIDA 
ROGER F. V~CKEA. MISSISSIPPI 
RICHARD BIJRR, NORTH CAROLINA 
DAVID VITIEA.lOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLUNS. MAINE 

RICI-IAilD D. DEBOEII:$. STAFF ~AECTOA 
JOSE"" W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF ~!RECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

<tinitcd ~cates ~cnatc 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 10, 2009 

This letter is to request assistance for two Armed Services Committee Professional 
Staff Members, Richard W. Fieldhouse and Dana W. White, to travel by commercial 
aircraft to Dayton, Ohio during the period February 19-20, 2009. 

The purpose of their trip will be to visit the National Air and Space Intelligence 
Center (NASI C) at Wright-Patterson AFB in order to receive intelligence briefings on 
ballistic missile threats and developments and to discuss related matters with NASIC 
analysts. It is requested that the Department of the Air Force be assigned as the action 
agent for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 11 08(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 
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... nie~i~~. 
The WhiteHouse 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW · 
Washingtoil,DC 20SO(): :. 

Deai-Mr. Presid.ent, 
: . . ' ' . 

Fot many· years I have been deeply concerned about the ongQing criSis. in Somalut 
and the Potential fOr greater ill$tability in the Hom of Africa, as well as ·the· threat 
this situation poses to our nationai security. OVer die .last three years, 1 have 

· c6nsistentiy called on the exeeutive branch to develop a comprehtmsive 
interagency.strategy.toward Soiti8lia. In 2006, I wrote legislation, passed by 
Congress,. requiring the administration to develop such a strategy. However.· 
despite these efforts, th~ previous administration maintam~d il disjointed .. and 
sh9rt·sip'ted appr<meh.·towardSomaliatbatwas counterproductive and ted.to 
in•ed anti-Americ~.in the region. As a result, the situation in Somalia bas .. 
deterio~ und.ermining ot!r national security goals, including counterterrOrism: 

I was pleased to bear ftom Secretary Clinton and Ambassador:Rice at their 
r:espectiv~ conti~ati~ Q~ ~they understand the strategic import:ance of · 
St)malia and.that your adJninistradon is.committed to.dcveloping a comprehensive .. 
Sttategy to 8ddfess·this crisis. I loOk forward to working. With the-State . 
Dej>ai"tmerit 'in this regar4. Just as important, however; is the integmtfon of all oi.ir 
natio.qat security resources, i~luding thaseofthc Departplent-ofDe(ense and the · .. 
Intelligence ·CommUnity; into one coherent strategy. Uilf~ately, whil~ the 
legislation passed by Congress·requires an annual inte~gency strategy, tl1C reports . 
Pf'OVlded to Congress by·the ~ Adrilmistration addressed only diplomatiG 

.. activity.. · 
. . . 

In ~ .. lsent a cl~sified letterralsing numerous ·questions ~ut inter~~CY 
.cooidination.and strategy and ~ .. ~ling. that ~eSe issues be inCluded in classified. 

•. annexes, to the coilgrCssh,>lullly· ~uired fe:port. The Bush Admirus~OD . 
respb~ded· <>nty by of'ferin&. disjbinted and·iticomplete brietmgs. As you $.eek a. 

. new mi4 more effeetive way fonwrd,. I urge ·YOU ·to bring together.all. elements of 
.. th:e l].s: 89\'enimerttin one.ooherentstrategy .and to do so .in close cooidination 
· with ·CongresS.· Iri tlnlt ieSpect, I look forward to w~g \Vith yi;>ii 01l the . · · ·· · 

classified, as well as llncla$Sified, elements. of a comprehensive sti"aiegy toward; 
. SQmalia and the H.oin.of Africa. · · · 

. o· ~' sms­
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• 

The ·tieec:t to c:tev~lop ·an4 ~pl~ment tl new ap"pro@A is urgent. The successful • . 
election of a new preSident ),y the Ttansitional Federal Goverim1entparlian)¢nt i$ ~ 
major~~P f~d.fortbe DjibQuti process ~d presents a signifieant:opp()rt:utt,ity • 
.I believe expanded U,S. support for thls process n'mst be. a= ceritral: component of · 
.. our stl'ateiY.t and there exists a window during whith high'-leve~ sustained u.s .. 
· engagement could help Som~ia overcome the·many challenges t() peace and : 
stability. 

I l1let President Sheik Sharif during my visit to the region in Decem])er and he · 
eXpressed his co.Minitm~t to an inclusive process to unite .Somalia. Encouragillg · 
and helping hjm to deliver on that eXpressed commitment. Will be crucial if ~e . 

· ... proces,s is to effectively translate into seauity on the ground and lead to the 
deveJopment:of a functional goverrirrlent and: the rule oflaw. As you·well know, . 
past attempts to forma unity government have failed .because they were 
perceived-;-'""'whether acourately.or not-as :favoring one clan or political 
constituency o:Ver others. · · · 

. . . 

Filially, 1f we are to .support the Djibouti pr®ess and pursue an effective overall .. 
strategy': it :is csscm.tittl that. we. deal diree,ty with our credibility deficit in Somitlia, 

: -~ previ()us adJninistration's approach has spurred. widespread public iesentment 
· and mistrust tQwar:d the United .Siate~ which h~ 1~d to inci'eased. suspicion about . 
: u.s: intentions· •. ThiS mistrUst undermines our ability to engage c00str1lctively 

with dUlerentparties. D~g the.first roon@ls ofyo\tr adminiStration,Tbelieve . 
you luiVe: a unique opportUnity to change this. perception .. To· that en~ I ur_gtryou 

. to consider riullqng a pUblic. unequivocal statem~t tbat you W.tend to ·make a. clear . 
· .. · break fr.om past:policie$ ~ SoMali~ I believe doing so could.make :a · · · 

.. tremendous impressiOn on ordinaey Somali~ and ~ly .advance u.s~ public .. 
· • diplotnacy· effOrts in the Hom· ,of Africa $1d acro.ss ·the MU$llm .world.·: 

I appreciate yow oonsidetation oftbese suggesti~·and .more importantly, yo~ · 
•inistration~s commitment to address the ongoing crisis in Somalia. :I look 
forward to working tOgether- to develop and pursue a comprehensive-interagency 

· strategy that brings stability to 1he regi()rr and advances U .S.long-term security 
i1l~erests. · · · · · · 

···. ··L·~·~· ~~:~~---:· .. _: . " ..... ·. : ~ . . :. . . 

. • • Ru$eJl~. Fclngold : .: · . .: ·-: : . - . . . . . . · . 
United States'Senator · 
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cc.: The 'aonorable Hi1l8i:y Clinton 
s·. ·ofState . 
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The H~Ot'able;Ro\)ert Gates ... 
· ·Secret .. , of Defense· ''. ary ' . 

. , The HQriorabl~ DenniS Blair ... 
Di~or::QfN~Onai Intelli~ence • 

3, 



CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN. CHAIRMAN 

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MA.SSACHUSEns 
ROBERT C. BYf\0, WEST VIRGINIA 
JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT 
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND 
DANIH K. AKAKA. HAWAJI 
BILL NELSON, FLORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA 
EVAN BAVH, INDIANA 
JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA 
CLAIAE McC4SKILL. MISSOURI 
M4RK UDALL, COLORADO 
KAY A. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH.ALASKA 
ROLAND W. BURfUS, ILLINOIS 

JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA 
JAMES M.INHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS, AlABAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA 
LINDSEY GRAI-fAM. SOUTH CAROLINA 
JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEL MARnN EZ. FLORIDA 
ROGER f. WICKER. MISSISSIPPI 
RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROUI\IA 
DAVID VITIER, LOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 

RICHARD D. DEBOBES. STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEf'!< W. BOWAB, REPUBUCAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinittd ~tatrs ~matt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 6, 2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 390t S. 390, to expand the authority of the 
Secretary of the Air Force to convey certain relocatable military housing units to Indian 
tribes located in Idaho and Nevada. I am forwarding this legislation to you for your 
review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. 

Enclosures 

=o/~ 
evin 

Chainnan 

11111111111' 



CARl LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN 

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETIS 
ROBERT C. BYRD. WEST VIRGIIIIIA 
JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN. CONNECTICUT 
JACK REED, RHODE ISlAND 
OAIIIIEL K. AKAKA. HAWAII 
BILL NELSON, FLORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NElSON, NEBRAS~A 
EVAN 8AYH, INDIANA 
JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA 
ClAIRE McCASKilL. MISSOURI 
MARK UDAlL. COLORADO 
KAYR. HAGAN, N~TH CAROliNA 
MARK BEGICH.AlASKA 
ROLAND VV. BURRIS, ILLINOIS 

JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA 
JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA 
liNDSEY GRAHAM. SOOTH CAROUNA 
JOHN TI'UNE. SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEL MARTINEZ. FLORIDA 
ROGER F. WICKER. MISSISSIPP1 
RICHARD BURR, rYORTH CAROliNA 
DAVID VITTER. LOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLUNS, MAIN£ 

RICHARD D. DEBOBES. STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBliCAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinitcd ~tatts ~cnatc 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 13, 2009 

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Committee on 
Anned Services, Senator Mel Martinez plans to travel to Belgium during the period 
March 20·22, 2009. Mrs. Kitty Martinez will accompany Senator Martinez for protocol 
purposes and at no expense to the U.S. Government. Senator Martinez will be 
accompanied by Tom Weinberg, his personal staffer who has been designated to the 
Senate Anned Services Committee. 

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in 
providing such transportation. including the use of foreign carrier and military air 
transportation, as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the 
Air Force could be designated as the action agency for this travel. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

:r;;~ 
Chairman 



CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN 

EDWARD M. K..ENNEOV, MASSACHUSETTS 
ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA 
JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN. CONNECTICUT 
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND 
DANIEL K AKAKA, HAWAll 
BILL NELSON, FLORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON. NEBRASKA 
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA 
JIM WEBB. VIRGINIA 
CLAIRE Mct:"ASKILl, MISSOURI 
MARK UDALL, COlORADO 
KAY R HAGAN, NORTH CAROUNA 
MARK BEGICH, AlASKA 
ROL.ANO W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS 

.JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA 
JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS. ALABAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA 
LINDSEY GRAHAM. SOUTH CAROliNA 
JOHN THUNE, SOUTH OAI<OTA 
MEL. MARTINEZ, FLORIDA 
ROGER f. WICKER, MISSSSIPPI 
RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA 
DAVID VIITER, LOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 

RICHARD D O.BOBES. STAFF OIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN SiAFF OIRECTOIR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ttnitro ~tatcs ~cnat£ 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 18, 2009 

This letter is to request assistance for Dana W. White, Professional StaffMember 
on the Senate Committee on Armed Services, to travel via commercial aircraft to Kings 
Bay, Georgia on February 19, 2009. 

The purpose of her trip will be to visit Kings Bay in order to tour and receive 
briefings on the Trident submarine and refurbishing of the DG-5. It is requested that the 
Department of the Navy be assigned as the action agent for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 11 08(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

mly;._ 
evin 

Chairman 

II~ I 



CARl LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN 

EDWARO M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSfTIS 
ROBERT C. SVRO, WEST VIRGINIA. 
JOSEPH l.liEBERM~N. CONNECTICUT 
J~CK REED. RHODE ISLAND 
DANIEL K. AICAKA,. HAWAU 
BILL NELSON. FliDAIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON. NEBRASI<.A 
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA 
JIM WEBB. VIRGINIA 
CLAIRE McCASKILL, MISSOURI 
M"RK UDALL. COLORADO 
MY R HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROlAND W BURRts, llLlNOIS 

JOrtN MCCAIN, ARIZONA 
JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
JEFf SESSIONS, ALABAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA 
LINDSEY GRAH.W, SOUTH CAROLINA 
JOHN THUNE. SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEL MARTINEZ, FlORIDA 
ROGER F. WICKER. MISSISSIPPI 
RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA 
DAVID VmER, lOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 

RICHARD 0. Dr:BOBES, S'TAFF DIRI;CTOR 
JOSEPH W BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinitrd ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 13, 2009 

This letter is to request assistance for Arun A. Seraphin, Professional Staff 
Member on the Senate Committee on Armed Services, to travel via commercial aircraft 
Michigan on February 19-20, 2009. 

The purpose of his trip will be to visit the Army Armaments Research and 
Engineering Center (ARDEC) in Warren, Michigan to receive briefings on Army 
armaments research programs. It is requested that the Department of the Army be 
assigned as the action agent for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

Pii~ 
Chairman 



CARL LEVIN, MlCHrGAN, CHAIRMAN 

EDWARC M. KE:NNeDY. MASSACHUSETIS 
ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA 
JOSEPH I. liEBERMAN. CONNECTICUT 
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND 
DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAII 
SILL NELSON, FLORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASI(A. 
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA 
JIM WEB8, VIRGINIA 
ClAIRE McCASKILL, MISSOURI 
MARK UDALL COLOAAOO 
KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROUNA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROLAND W. BURIUS, ILLINOIS 

JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA 
JAMES M. INHOF€, OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA 
liNDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA 
JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEL MARTINEZ, FtORIDA 
ROGER F, WICKER, MISSISSIPPI 
RICHARD EIURR, NORTH CAROLINA 
DAVID VITTER, LOUISIAIIIA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 

RICHARD D_ OEBOBES. STAFF DIRECTO-R 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ilnitrd ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051G-6050 

February 13,2009 

This letter is to request assistance for Arun A. Seraphin and Michael J. Noblet, 
Professional Staff Members on the Senate Committee on Anned Services, to travel via 
commercial aircraft Michigan on February 17, 2009. 

The purpose of their trip will be to visit the Army Tank-Automotive Research 
Development and Engineering Center (TARDEC) in Warren, Michigan to receive 
briefings on Army vehicle and energy research programs. It is requested that the 
Department of the Army be assigned as the action agent for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. ll08(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

m~~lD .... · 
'j'Jt~ 
Chairman 



CARl. LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN 

EDWARD M. KI:NNI:DY, MASSACHUSETIS JOl-IN McCAIN, ARIZONA 
ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
JOSEPH I. UEBERMAN, CONNtCTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, AtASAMA 
JACK REED, RHOOE ISLANC SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA 
DANIEll<.. At<.AKA, HAWAII LINDSE"f' GllAHAM, SOL.lTii CAROLINA 
BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOlA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBAASKA MEL MAFITrNU, FLORIDA 
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CLAIRE Mr.CASKill.. MISSOURI DAVID \/ITIER, LOUISIANA 
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KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH. ALASKA 
ROLAND VII BURRIS, ILLINOIS 

RICHARD 0 D~BOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSE PH W BOWAB. REPUBUCAN STAFF OIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301~1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinittd ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SEFtviCES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 13,2009 

This letter is to request assistance for Arun A. Seraphin, Professional Staff 
Member on the Senate Committee on Armed Services, to travel via commercial aircraft 
Michigan during the period February 16~17, 2009. 

The purpose of his trip will be to visit the Army Tank:~Automotive Research 
Development and Engineering Center (T ARDEC) in Warren, Michigan to receive 
briefings on Army vehicle and energy research programs. It is requested that the 
Department of the Army be assigned as the action agent for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 11 08(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

Chairman 

OSD 01798-09 

ll~ll~ll~ll~l~l~~~lill~ll~l~lll~~~~~~ 



CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN 

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSj:::TTS 
ROBERT C. BY~D. WEST VIRGINIA 
JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN, CONNECnCUT 
JAO< REED. RHODE ISLAND 
DANIEL K. AIU>J(A. HAWAit 
B!U NELSON, FLORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON. NEBRASKA 
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA 
JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA 
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SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 

RIC!IARD D. D>BOBES. STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tlnitnl ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 13, 2009 

This letter is to request assistance for Lucian L. Niemeyer, Professional Staff 
Member on the Senate Committee on Armed Services, to travel via commercial aircraft 
Georgia during the period February 16-20, 2009. 

The purpose of his trip will be to visit Forts McPherson, Stewart and Gordon in 
Georgia to review installation requirements, BRAC implementation efforts, and to 
receive briefmgs on local readiness issues. It is requested that the Department of the 
Army be assigned as the action agent for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 11 08(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

Carl Levin 
Chairman 

1~111 



CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN 

EDWARO M. KIENN~DV, MASSACHUSE:TTS 
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DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 

RICHARD 0. J:>;BOBES. STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tlnitro i'tatcs ~cnatc 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 13, 2009 

This letter is to request assistance for Arun A. Seraphin, Professional Staff 
Member on the Senate Committee on Armed Services, to travel via commercial aircraft 
New Jersey on February 19-20, 2009. 

The purpose of his trip will be to visit the Anny Armaments Research and 
Engineering Center (ARDEC) in Picatinny, New Jersey to receive briefings on Army 
armaments research programs. It is requested that the Department of the Army be 
assigned as the action agent for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 11 08(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

erely~ 

evin 
Chainnan 

OSD 01801-09 
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CH41AMAN 
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RICHARD D. DEBOEJES. STAFF DIREClOR 
JOS~PH W. BOWAB, AEPUBUCAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tlnitro ~tatcs ~tnatc 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 17,2009 

On February 13, 2009, I wrote the attached letter to you regarding the travel plans 
of Arun A. Seraphin, Professional Staff Member on the Senate Committee on Armed 
Services. 

Please be advised that the dates of travel have changed to February 18-19,2009. 

Your continued assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

Enclosure 

S"cerel~ 

arl Levin 
Chairman 

OSD 01802-09 
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~A~ SANDERS 
~TfDt 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
SecretarY· of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washingto~ D.C 20301--1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON. DC 20510 

February 23, 2009 

We. urge you to implement an.hnpol1ant program that addreSses a critical health need for . 
ournation's.military personn~~ ~d th~ir families. The Department ofDef~Jl$e (DOD) 
should confonn to .the itttent of Congress and establish a .comprehensive smOking 
~ation benefit pro~. 

Development and Implementation of a comprehensive smoking cessation program was 
mandl®.d by-~Natiomd Defei'ISeAuthorizati<)n Actof2008 (PL-ll0-417). N; our 
nation works to i-mprove preventive medicine-. we must ensure that members 1.>four 
milit$cy and th~t fmmlies aw:.atfo~-the -~t c~re avtiil$le .. A.~ tmaeted, l~l year1s 
defense bill stipUlates that the·OOD establish a-smo.kiitg cessation·progtam t9 include 
-counseling..,wrltten edueational materials aboti.ttbe adverse etr•·oftobaceo use; a toll· 
free 24 ho~ .. quit"' hotline, and access to lobaceo· repl~.ent thetapy ~d other 
pharmaceuticals· at no cosi. The law also required the Department of Def-ense to submit 
to the HoUSe arid Senate Armed S_ervices Committees a plan within 90 days of 
enactment, and to implement.that plan within 180 days. Although the 90-day planning 
period expired on January 14 • .2009. no such-implementation plan·~~ been submitted. 

Tobacco U:?e i~ the,foremostpreventable causeofpremature.death in America. It causes 
more than 46.0~:000 deaths in the United States each·year and approximately 8.6 million 
.Americans have chronic illnesses related to smoking. The financial oost of tobacco use 
is tremendOus; total public and·private health' care expenditures caused by smoking 
amount to $96:7 billion annually. Furthermore. there is a signifleant payoff for 
a<ldressing this health crisis· early in peQple~s lives .. Quitting by the age of30 eliminates 
virtually all risks associated with smoking. Smokers Whl) quit before the ~e of 50 c~ 
cut.in half th~ir risk ofdyin~ ftoin smoking related illnesses over .the ensuing i 5 years. 

The Depanment .or Defense-has oper~ted.a suecessful smoking cessation pilot program in 
several $t~s since 2006. Unfortutlately, me nmjori.n' of ~ur inili~ry pcr$onnel and their 
families, including·those who are stationed overseas are currently excluded from -these 
opportunities. 

We aslc-thilt you ·e:x:ert yom·~~ ~ersh.ip to swiftly provide a.oompre'M.~Jive 
smoking cessation. progrru:n. to all military per:Sonnel and. Tricare parti¢ipant$. Tllis 



~_shOUld also be: fully fUnde4 iu;lt1 adtq-ly staff~. · OOD:ean aci~vQ tong·term 
sa\l.fug$ through preventive health measures .like· sMOking oessatioo pro.gtams. More 
ithpottant, we ct.m sei~· the opportunity to impiQY~'-~ quality :of life for our serVice 
members, who so firitbfuliy serve our natioD.t and their families, 

Thank you for your attention to this important issue. Pie• Consider Peter Tyler (Senator 
Sanders~ 224-5141) as the staff contact.. 

Sineerely, 

ll~r4 ..... -c..~ 
BERNARD SANDERS 
Umt«t··swtes Senator United States Senator 
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<Cangn~~s nf tl!e llniteo ~tat.eti 
Ulus·!riugtnu, BG.I ?O:Sl~ 

The Ho110rable :Robert M. Oates 
Secretary of Defense 
Depanment of Def.ense 
I 000 Defense PentagOn 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 23,2009 

141 0 02 

We u:e ~Titins to request that you promptly and fully distribute authorized compensation to members of 
ow Armed Forces whose service bas been eXtended by the Depanmem of Defense's stop loss policy. 

Over the past seven years. ·over 160,000 military personnel have bad their service-duty contl11Cts 
extended due to stop loss orders. Today, there are over 12,000 soldiers in Lhe active Aimy, Army Reserve and 
Army National G.uard who remain on active duty beyond \heir scheduled separa.tion date as a result of stop lw.:;. 
This policy especially impacts me National Guard and Reservists, many of whom ha.ve already been deployed 
much longer than J:hey expected. This is why v.oe imroduced legislation in the 1 1 o•b. Congress to provide 
payments to service members for each month they are extended as a result of stop loss. 

On September 30, 200B, the Consolida"ted Securicy, Disaster Assistance, and ContinuiD.¥ Approp-riations 
Act, 2009 was signed into·la.w (P.L. 110·329). The bill provided that all military personn=l that have haci th~ir 
service duty contracts involuntarily e.xtended due: to stop loss orders, during Fiscal Year 2009 will rec:eive ·. 
compensa1ion. Th~ bill also allocated S12 million for the compensation, thus providing enough to compensate 
each soldier with the full $500 amou11t. 

It has been nearly five months sint:e the bill was signed inro law and Stop loss compensation payments 
have yet to be distributed. We urge you to work with die House e.nd Senate Appropriations Defense 
Su.'bcommittees to develop a thorough and appropriate disbursement plan as quic;kly as possible to fulfill the 
Department's obligations under P.L. 110-329. Our soldiers are heroically and bravely defending our country 
abroad, and they are awaiting the much-deserved recognition and compemation for the unforeseen sacri:fi.ce so 
many have been called on ro perfonn. 

I 

Thank you for your prompt attention and your consideration of this &J1'!portant request. 

Sincerely, 

1 •o •., o 1! '"~N oot• .,~ ,•0 ''r '., 



RUSSELL D. FEINGOLD 
WISCONSIN 

506 HAIIT SENATE OFFICE BuiLDING 

WASHING~, DC 20510 
(202122~3 

(2021 224-1280 ITDDI 
feingolcLsenate..gov 

tintttd i)tatrs ~rnatr 

CoMMITTEE OfC 1>11 BuDGET 

COMMITI'U ON FQIII!JGN R!lATIOtoS 

COMMITTE£ ON THE JUDICWIY 

SEUCT COMMITTEE ON iom.LUOENCE 

DEMOCRATIC POLICY COMMITTEE 

The Honorable &aberi·6ltes 
Sec~ofD~ense ·· 
1 000.~/cmse Pentagdn. 
w~n.~ o~,zoJGt~tooo 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4904 

•, ... 
-, .·. 

FEB 2 0 axl9 

Tb.anJt you for }tout ~fforts to prevent suielde and to rtdUce the stigma associated with. 
mental health concerns among those who serve our nation in unifonn. I write to express 
my concern about the record high rate of suicides among soldiers, and to ask that you 
reconsider the Department's policy of deploying those with mental health concerns, 
including PTSD, to war zones and to treat these concerns in theater rather than 
redeploying those struggling with these issues. 

I would appreciate it if you could inform me about any plans the Department has to 
respond to the record high rate of suicides among soldiers. Furthermore, I would like to 
know how the Department has factored the issue of high rates of mental health concerns, 
including PTSD, into its deployment plans. As the Department prepares plans to 
redeploy from Iraq and increase the number of troops in Afghanistan, I urge you to take 
into consideration the Army and Marine Corps studies which have found that repeat 
deployments increase the rate of mental health problems among service members. 

Mental health professionals who serve in the VA system in the state of Wisconsin have 
told me of their concern about the repeat deployments of those struggling with PTSD and 
I continue to hear from service members who do not feel that the advice of their doctors 
is taken seriously by their commanders. I urge you to consider a more aggressive policy 
of identifYing those with severe mental health concerns who should not be deployed or 
should be redeployed. Please consider requiring a physician's certification before 
deploying any service member that deployment will not exacerbate the mental health 
concerns of any service member who has screened positive for PTSD or any other mental 
health concern during a post-deployment health screening or similar exam. We cannot 
bring down the suicide rate if we do not address this underlying issue. 

Thank you for your consideration .. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Russell D. Feingold 
United States Senator 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gales 
Sec~ of Defense 
IOOf> Def~ Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary; 

tlnittd ~tatm ~matt 
COMMmEE ON ARMED SEJMCES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051o-f050 

Febi'U8l')' 24, 2009 

Recent press reports sugcst lhat the Administration Is contempladDg a near1y 20~pm:ent 
reduction in funding for tho Missile Deferusc: Agency in Fiscal Year 2010. WhUe I realize the compotition 
for funding ,1111ong defense programs will be ln~ 1 rcspoctlblly caution tbo Department 1hat it would 
be im~dcrl.t to t.ako any pAmarure action with respect to missile defenre before the <lOUlpletioo of 
important pOlicy reviews, such as the Nuelcar Posturt Review, the Quadnllnlal Defonso Review, and the 
review ofbellisti<: missile defense pOl~ and s~ mandated by Soction 234 of the DunQan Huntw 
National Defense Autborimion Aetfor Fiscal Year2009 (Public Law ll0-417). To precipitously reduce 
funding for missile defense by some S2.0 bllUon, as reported. would prejudge the outcome ofdteso 
important reviews. 

ln the course of making a CNo for roduced spending Ql1 mi.~sile dofemo, some of my 4JOiieaaues 
have arsued for greater focus on theater missile dofonse systems, such as Aegia BMD, THAAD, and 
PAC-3. Whllc I concur with the neod to field these capabilities in nwnbors suftioient to oounter tho 
srowing thrtat. I would caution the administradon against increased funding for these pr~ at thcJ 
expense of tho defense of United States twritoly and population. Section 223 of~e John Warnor National 
DefenSe~ Aud10rization Atrt for Fiscal Year 2007 (Public Law I 09-364). explicitly states that priority 
should be given to the ground-based midcourse defense (GMD) system in addition to tile at'oromentioned 
theater missile defense systems. 

The GMO program is modest in scope -only 44 ground-bad interceptor missiles fielded in 
Alaska 2111d California. Noarty sixty percent of the interceptors have been fielded with lhe remaining 
under contract. Thoreforo, 1 believe it would be extremely unwiso not to field the remaining interceptors, 
so c:ritical to our nation·s safety and security, by the 2013 schedule that was approved by the Consms. 
Moreover. it is tho only defensive system we will have ill plac:e over tho next I 0 to 1 S years to provide a 
m;Uuro ofprotcction for tile American people against long-range threats from North Kon:a and Iran. 
Thero is no lleck~up system. As such, wo mu.st comploto tke planned fielding. QOntinue to test 11K1 
improve the system over time, and explore enabling teohnolol)' 1hat wiJJ increase the cost-offoctivenesa of 
the OMD systwn agajnst future. uncertain tbrelds. J strongly believe~ that any funding red~ns that · 
would jeopardize these objectives would bo met with strong opposition. 

With respect to the dclfense of our NATO allies. may I also bring to )'OUT attention Section 22.9 of 
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2003 (Public Law 110..181). which established 
the .. policy of the United States 10 develop, test, and deploy as soon as tecllnoJogically feasible. in 
coojunot\on with ali~ and friendly ~ountriea whcmwe~r 'J)OIISlbte, an offecti"Ye defense against tho 



Page2 
February 24, 2009. 

[ballistic missilo] threat from Iran" to the United States and its NATO aUies. On 3 April 2001. the Heads 
of States and GQvemmnts participating in the North Atlantic Coweil in Buchatest. RomWlia issued a 
declaration in support of rhe deplo)'111ont or a missile cfefenso capability in Buropo. The declaration 
stated, "We therefore rcccpise the substantial contributioo to 1he protedkm of AUics from long-ran.ge 
ballistic: missiles to bo provided by the planned deployment of EuropcaD-basod Un lted State. missilo 
defen<:c~assots.~ As such, I would caution the Administndioll aphwt maldns auy decisions that mia:ht 
negatively impact the existing missile defense agreemeuts between the United States and its European 
allies until tbe matter has been fully vetted and thO views of OW' European allies taken into account. 

I believe funding for our missile defense proarams enjoys near-consensus in Congress, especially 
witbin lbe defertSC committees. Over the last two years, for eumpkt, the not reduction to the presidant's 
request for missile defense programs was llpproxJmately 3-pcn;ent. which is an indication that wo have 
moved beyond Jhc polities ofmiuile dofense. A 20.porcont reduction~ as reported in the press. bowevor 
would asain politicize missile defeDllle at a time wbon our missile defense capabilities are oomin& on line. 

fn closing. I would note that earlier this month Iran successfilll:y launched a .satellite into space. 
Additionally, we con1inue to read press repOrts that North Korea is making preparations for a similar 
launch this wock. Given those actions and th~ threat they represent. it is dimubins that the Administration 
would cootemplate sipi.tlcant reductions to our missile defense progra1111 at tbe very time 01U' potential 
adversaries ere demonttrating the ability to roach U.S. territory and tbat of out allies with ballilllic 
missiles. The Arnerioan people, I am suro, will draw their own conclusions. 

~~-·~ 
Ranking Manbcr 
Subcommittee on Stratepc FotWS 
Committee on Annod Services 

cc: Honorable Peter R. Om.ag, Director, Offico ofMimagemenl and Buc:IFt 
Honorable ~obn YOUll& UDder Secretary of Defense for Acquisition. Technology, and Logistics 
Honorablo Michelle Flournoy. Under Seemary of Defense for Poliey 
Oenoral James Cartwri~ Vice Cltainnan, Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Central Kevin Chilton, Commander, U.S. Slndegic Commind 
LioutenAnt·Oeneral Patrick o•Rcilly. Director, Missile Defense Agency 



JOHNCORNYN 
TEXAS 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 2030 1·1 000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

~-. ) 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051()-4305 

February 4, 2009 

spent more than thirty years supporting the United States Anny· and Air Force in San 
...... , ...... ,o and throug)lout Texas. Durin& this time she generously volunteered both physically and 
fiDanciaUy, to Fort Sam Houston, Lackland and Randolph Air Force Bases, Brook Army Medical 
Center, the U.S. Anny All American Bow~ innumerable Wounded Warrior events, and United 
Service Organizatio_ns (USO), as well ~untless other military organizations and alliances in 
the San Antonio area. After reviewingf(ti}(&f ressive contributions to service members 
aQd their fiunilies, I believe her work merits this prestigious award. 

I eneourage you to give ( )(&) omination every possible consideration. Please do not 
hesitate to ·contact Paul Taylol', of my staff, ifl may be of further assistance at 202-224-2430. 

?J~av-r 
United States Senator 



EDWARD M. KENNEDY 
MASSAcHUSETTS 

tinittd ~tatm ~rnatt 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510--2101 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 25, 2009 

I'm writing to request your support for the continued development and 
procurement of the Joint Strike Fighter Alternate engine by including it in your Defense 
Budget submission for Fiscal Year 2010. 

To do so would be in compliance with existing law and in keeping with the clear 
justification provided by Congress. As you know, Congress has supported the 
development and procurement of an alternative propulsion system for the Joint Strike 
Fighter for over a decade. It's my belief that such a competition is essential to obtaining 
these systems at the lowest possible price, and that this competition will likely lead to 
increased performance and overall savings throughout the life cycle of the program. 

To date, the Alternate Fighter Engine Team has perfonned admirably, as 
demonstrated by the "exceptional" award fee ratings it has consistently received. It 
remains on budget and on schedule, which is a significant accomplishment when 
compared to other major development programs in the Department. 

Much of the development is now complete. Less than 30% of the overall 
development costs for the engine will remain after this year, and production funding has 
already been appropriated to enable deliveries to be made in Fiscal Year 2012. 

1 hope very much that the Department will continue to fund the development and 
procurement of the Alternative engine for the Joint Strike Fighter in Fiscal Year 2010. 

Sincerely, 

Edward M. Kennedy 
U.S. Senator 



CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN 

EDWARD M. KENNELlY, MASSACHUSETTS 
ROBeRT C BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA 
JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN, CONNECOCUT 
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND 
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JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA 
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KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROliNA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROlAND W. BURRIS, tUtNOIS 

JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA 
JAMES M.INHDFE, OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA 
LINOSEV GRAHAM, SOU1'H CAROLINA 
JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEL MARnNEZ, FLORIDA 
ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI 
RICJ.IAFID BURR, NORTM CAROLINA 
DAVID VITIER, LOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 

RICHARD D. D<BOBES, STArr DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF OIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ilnitrd ~tatts »matt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 23, 2009 

This letter is to request assistance for Arun A. Seraphin and Paul C. Hutton IV, 
Professional Staff Members on the Senate Committee on Armed Services, to travel via 
military van to Dahlgren, Virginia on February 27, 2009. 

The purpose of their trip will be to visit NA VSEA Dahlgren in order to receive 
briefings and view demonstrations of Navy applied research activities. It is requested 
that the Department of the Navy be assigned as the action agent for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

m~/.-
C evm 
Chairman 



CARL LEI/IN, MICHIGAN. CHAIRMAN 

EDWA~D M, I(E~NEDY, MA$$ACHUSEITS 
ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA 
JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN. CONNECTICUT 
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND 
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ROLAND W. 8UA.,IS, IlLINOIS 
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JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA 
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RIC~ARD 0. D~BOBES, STAFF01FIECTOr:l 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

<Bnltm ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051D-6050 

February 24, 2009 

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Conunittee on 
Anned Services, Senator James M. Inhofe plans to travel to Germany, Italy, United Arab 
Emirates, Afghanistan, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Rwanda, Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Ghana, Liberia and Morocco during the period April3-ll, 2009. Senator Inhofe will be 
accompanied his wife, Mrs. Kay Inhofe, for protocol purposes and at no expense to the 
government. Senator lnhofe will also be accompanied by Anthony Lazarski, Mark 
Powers, and Ryan Thompson, his personal staff members who have been designated to 
the Committee. 

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in 
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier and military air 
transportation, as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the 
Air Force could be designated as the action agency for this travel. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Chairman 



CARL LEVIN. MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN 

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS 
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SUSAN M, OOLLINS, M,I,INE 

RICHARD D. DEBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUIILICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ilnitcd ~tatrs ~cnatc 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051Q-6050 

February 24,2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies ofS. 454, Weapons Systems Acquisition Refonn Act 
of2009, to improve the organization and procedures of the Department of Defense for the 
acquisition of major weapon systems, and for other purposes. I am forwarding this 
legislation to you for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. 

Enclosures 
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JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 2030 1-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

\lnittd ~tatts ~mate 
COMMITTEE ON AFtMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 25, 2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies ofS. 459, to improve and enhance substance use 
disorder programs for members of the Armed Forces, and for other purposes. I am 
forwarding this legislation to you for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. 

Enclosures 

Carl Levin 
Chairman 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

1:\nittd ~rates ~mate 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051o-6050 

February 26, 2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 476, Care Affordability for Military Families 
Act, to amend title 10, United States Code, to reduce the minimum distance of travel 
necessary for reimbursement of covered beneficiaries of the military health care system 
for travel for specialty health care. I am forwarding this legislation to you for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. 

Enclosures 
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Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC20510 

February 19, 2009 

I am very pleased to see the great outcome for the Department of Defense in the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) o£2009. · 

SUITE SH-«15 
HAiiT BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

(2021224-3004 

In total, the Department of Defense has $12 billion in funding allocated to various 
programs, with $2.5 billion specifically allocate4 tO.defense-wide programs. I am 

. anxious to see this money moved into the..sjstem to begin to stimulate the 
economy while fulfilling many of the requirements ·ror the Department of Defense. 

I would appreciate if you would provide me a prioritized list of projects the 
Department of Defense plans to fulfill using the $2.5 billion in defense-wide 
allocated 'f\mdi~g. In particular, I would like to see what itrlpacts this money will 
have on installations or projects in Alaska. 

• • ' 0 • 

I look .foi;Waid to yout responst?:-whi.le we· beght :to· ~ake a, ~i:ffetence in our 
ecoooniy and tile future of the Depiliment of Defense. 

. ·_. . .. . 
.. . . . 
' Sincerely, 

. -·~ -- . --· 
· .. · .... · . .. ~- .. : 

. ·:. :. . ............... : :. -

...... 

-~·. '• 
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BYRON L, DORGAN 

I::HAI~MAN 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

i· 

February 12, 2009 

It is my pleasure to invite you to speak to the Senate Democratic Caucus at our annual 
weekend issues conference, which will be held the weekend of May 1, 2009 in Bedford Springs, 
Pennsylvania. 

This is the one time each year that Senate Democrats meet outside of Washington to 
brainstorm and strategize on the most pressing challenges facing our nation. Our Caucus is very 
interested to hear your strategies for addressing the multiple national security challenges facing 
the United States. 

My staff will work with your office to schedule a time for you to speak, either on Friday 
afternoon, May 1 or Saturday morning, May 2. President Obama has confirmed his attendance at 
the conference. 

I know my colleagues will be thrilled if you are able to join us. Pl~e let me know 
whether you will be able to attend, or have your staff contact Chuck Cooper at the Democratic 
Policy Committee at (202) 224-4637. 

Sincerely, 

I 

_) 

UNITE:C STATE;Iiil SE:NATI!: • WASHINGTON, DC: 20S 1 0•7050 • Z02,224,3232 DEMCCRATIS.SENATE,GCV/DPC 

..... 



CARl LEVIN. MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN 

EDWARD M. ICE~NEOY, MASSACHUSETTS 
ROBERT C. BYRD. WEST VIRGINIA 
JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN, CONNEC'I'ICUT 
JACK REED. RHODE ISLAND 
DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAIL 
SILL ~ELSON, FLORIDA 
E. BEIILJAMIN NELSON, NHliiASKA 
EVAN BAYH, IN~ANA 
JIM WEBB. VIRGINIA 
CL.AIRE ~SIIIll._ MISSOURI 
MARK UDAll, COlORADO 
KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROliiiiA 
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JEFF SESSIONS. ALABAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBI..ISS, GEORGIA 
UNDS~ GRAl-IA.M, SOUTH CAROLINA 
JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEL MARTINEZ. FLORIDA 
ROGER F. WICKER. MISSISSIPPI 
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SUSAN M. COlliNS, MAINE 

RICHARD 0. O~BOf!ES. STAFF OIAECTOA 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB. REPUBliCAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ttnitn1 £'tatrs ~matt 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 28, 2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 504, to redesignate the Department of the Navy 
as the Department of the Navy and Marine Corps. I am forwarding this legislation to you 
for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Depat1ment with reference 
to this legislation. 

Enclosures 

OSD 02240-09 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 2030 1 ~ 1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tlnitcd ~tatcs ~cnatc 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 2, 2009 

On February 13, 2009 I wrote the attached letter to you regarding the travel plans 
of Senator Mel Martinez and his staffer, Tom Weinberg, during the period March 20·22, 
2009. 

This letter is to advise that Mr. Weinberg will no longer be accompanying Senator 
Martinez on this trip. Mr. Dan Fisk, Senator Martinez's staffer who has been designated 
to the Committee on Armed Services, will now be travelling with Senator Martinez. 

I would appreciate your continued support and assistance in connection with this 
travel. 

Enclosures 

[~ 
Carl Levin 
Chairman 
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The Honorable Robert Gates, Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

March 4. 2009 

~002 
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As we face a rapidly deteriorating security situation in Afghanistan and the region, l commend the 
Adnlinistration for shifting our focus to that country and working to develop a strategy to ensure the 
secllrity of the nation. Unfortunately, a greater commitment in Afghanistan will require further 
sacrifice from our country and our men and women in uniform. As such, it is our responsibility to 
ensure that the American people are given a clear objective for the mission in Afghanistan, one 
which contemp1ates defense, diplomacy and development. · 

. 
As the deployments of additional troops are ordered to Afghanistan, I urge you not to forget reeent 
hist<>ry and the difficult lessons learned from the war in Iraq. For too long, our standards to measure 
success there were vaguely defined 

For just that reason, I had pushed for the establishment of 18 benchmarks for America's mission in 
Iraq to measure political, economic and military progress. These benchmarks were included in the 
U.S. Troop Readiness, Veterans• Care, Katrina Recovery, and Iraq Accountability Appropriations 
Actl P.L. 110-28. Likewise, I believe our mission in Afghanistan calls for a system which will allow 
us to objectively gauge our success both militarily and politically. The establishment of a clear 
objective in Afghanistan and the creation of a metric system to track the progress of all mi.ssion­
critical elements will demonstrate to the American people what we hope to accomplish in 
Afghanistan and how we will achieve those goals. 

I applaud the commitment to developing a strategic plan in Afghanistan, one which combines 
military action with a cohesive and strong <liplomatic engagement; and I respectfully urge the 
Adntinistration to develop a series of benchmarks to assess the military and political progress in 
Afghanistan. I believe we have an obligation to our servicemembers to ensure that their sacrifice is 
met with a clear objective and a means to measure success. · 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. I look forward to your response. 

EBN:ajp 
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S4ln. Beajamin L. CardiJ:I, Maryland 
C)lainnaa 

Rep. Alccc L. Hastings, FlDridfl . 

The Honorable Robert M. Gat s 
Secretary of Defense 
Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Co-Chairmln 

March 4, 2009 

I am Y.riting to expres the most steadfast support for Dr. Solomon Passy•s nomination 
for Secretary General of th North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). His record of 
leadeiShip and vision distingui his nomination. 

The challenge of seeJd g collaboration among nations through international organizations 
is not new to Dr. Passy. As former Chairman-in-Office of the Organization· for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe {OSC ). a member of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly, and most 
recently as chamn..n of the SCE Parliamentary. Assembly Transparency and Accountability 
Committee. Dr. Passy has a un que Wlderstanding of tbe complexity of seeking consensus among 
nations with diverse political, nomic and social realities. Facilitating cooperation. Dr. Passy 
played a key role in the 0 E's outreach to Mediterranean states; support to elections in 
Afghanistan; support to pivot elections in Ukraine and Georgia; and engendered a renewed 
commitmmt to supporting t erance, education. good governance:, and private enterprise by 
OSCE ~icipating States, A a Commissioner on the Commission on Security and Cooperation 
in Europe since 1993 and the t Vice President of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly, l can 
attest personally to the legacy fDr. Passy's leadership. 

Mareover, Dr. Passy gni:zes: that security institutions must adapt to amorphous and 
asym.metriCQI threats such . as counterinsurgency, terrorism, various forms of trafficking, and 
piracy. He has long reeogni that lhese threa1s cannot be colll\tered unless the .. security needs 
of the individual citizen" are· ssed. This ~ounted for his strong support tor development 
of democratic institutions and functioning market economies during his tenure as Chairman-in­
Office. The challenges that N TO faces today requires the vision of a person who realizes that . 
militacy strength is but one c mponent of a strategy to provide genuine security. As NATO 
seeks to leverage resoW'Ces in a stabilization and reconstruction capacity in. states like 
Afghanistan. Dr. Passy is the i al choice for Secretary Gcoctal. 

IIIIM. 
234 F House Office Buildiq WashinJton, DC 20S 15 

Telephone: {202) 225- SIOI ~:/lwww.csce.gov , Facsimile: (202) 226-4199 
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Dr. Passy's achieveme ts in his hom.C country as a Member of Parliament !Uid Minister of 
Foreign Affairs cannot be ov looked. He has led e:fforts to improve military and foreign policy 
oversight. He bas increased ilitary cooperation of South-Eastern Europe through the creation 
of the South-Eastern Ew-o Brigade. Additionally, while simultaneously balancing 
Bulgaria's and Europe's sec ty interests, he has carefully reached out to nations such as Libya . 
and North Korea. This outr: h resulted in the release of Bulgarian Medics detained in Libya in 
2001. Most notably, Dr. P was influential in Bulgaria's accession to NATO both by aetions 
within the government and by romotiog public support outside the government. 

Dr. Passy has a unique ombination ofex(lerience and vision. Dr. Passy's leadership will 
immediately be felt on issu such as collective procurement of expensive military systems, 
integration of non-NATO mi itaries into missions, improvin!l the deployment capabilities of 
NATO miJitaries, and the ationship with Russia. This is so because he has spent his 
dlplomatic cuee.r bringing one divided people in Europe togetl\er to achieve common goals. 

Sincerely, 

rgn~.s 
Chainnan 



<trnngr£55 nf t~t Bniteh i}tate5 
tlla:s~ington, ile!r 20515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 

Last October the United States Congress passed, and President Bush signed into law, the 
Code Talkers Recognition Act, Public Law 110-420. Senator Inhofe and I were the lead sponsors 
of this bill in our respective legislative bodies. The purpose of this act is to award the 
Congressional Medal of Honor to a select group of Native Americans for their heroic service in 
World War I or World War II. 

Found within the legislation is a directive asking the Defense Department, along with the 
Treasury Department, to help fully indentify all individuals who are deserving of this award. 

Section 5, subparagraph (b) states: 

The Secretary of Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary of Defense and the tribes, shall: 

( 1) Detennine the identity, to the maximum extent practicable, of each Native American 
Tribe that had a member of that tribe serve as a Native American Code Talker, with the 
exception of the Navajo Tribe. 

(2) Include the name of each Native American tribe identified under subparagraph (a) on a 
list 

(3) Provide the list, and any updates to the list to the Smithsonian Institution for maintenance 

Over the last few months our offices have held meetings with officials from the 
Department of Defense and the Department of the Treasury in an attempt to move this process 
forward. After speaking with all the parties involved, it is our understanding that the Office of 
the Army Historian or some other archival department within the Department ofDefense has a 
tentative list of individuals who would be deemed '"Code Talkers" within the definitions of the 
recently passed legislation. 

I am writing to ask you to expedite this identification process so that the United States 
Congress can move forward in honoring these brave soldiers. I will enclose a copy of the public 
law pertinent to this request for your review. If you have any questions about our expedited 
request, feel free to contact Tom Wharton (226-2275/Boren) or Clark Peterson (224-
4 721/lnhofe ). 

Sincerely, 

Dan Boren 
Member of the House of Representatives 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 
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tlnittd· t'riltm ~natt 

The HoOOf8bJe wma.a J. Lynn 
"Deputy~ 
The 'Deplrlment Of Defense 
J H.IO twonso Petuap 
Wlilhinston, DC ~30 1·11 oO 

Dear Doputy Secretlry Lynn: 

WASHINGTON. DC 20610 

Maroh J l. 2009 

Recendy, We were informed that the Depu1mentof.Deftmse ls Considcrilll 
postpoaltlg again the acquisiticm of a new A!r Force aerii1 mucUng ianbr. As the co­
Cbainnen of me Seaate Tanker C.UOus, we bel~• that llliy addilionaJ ~of abc 
tanker ~pitalizMion proanma will h~a ariouund uaneoossary ~ otfm on our · 
ICrvioo members" ~lily to oarey out lhe National Milbly StmesY· ~y. we 
~ thaUbe o.paiunont NClOJillnenCe tim aerial muelinl tanker ~tion on 811 
expoditod'basis. · 

' . 
AI )'OU know,~ Selude T80br C8uow it a bipnsan OJpllization whoae pl1l'pOIIt 

is to u• die-~ in cfliclendy procurins whiChever airc:raft best maets dae 
requiremoms -of our Nationil Militacy·Sttatee;y atld provkiCs the bost valuo to the 18Xpayer. 
The ~ hu.not_ and will not, take a posilion ~U.S any particular bidder in tbe 

. oompedtio.n for~ Of a·~ 1iulbr. H9wovcr, dae failunl ofreoont otforts 
to JIIOCUR' a~ ~ha been ~n810 mombcrs of the Caucus. 

ThubiJjJy ofwr natJon..ro ~tiDuc to project Mrial power worldwide depends on 
our.tank.or ,.._ The ~-oftlda flocds tho K.C-135. Which is rapidly &PPfGIIOhins iw 
5o* )"'II' ·io sentioe. . As x· i,.. s.-n. )'011 a.po. condiiUins to rely upon tJieJe aircraft for_ 
~ades to eomt· pOses an --~ riik not ooiy to our nation'• UJliqve g&obal reach 
ea,abl1ity. but.~ 011' moat valUable user. our men and womcn.in unifonn. 

'J'herefore. wo ~spectfUtly reoommend that the Dopattmont .resumo the-~mpedtion to 
aclod a new eiDrJ.l refuelln; e.nker .. soon a FQtsiblc. We also request "lbat our RllpCctive 
sWfs be briefed; in a timely mllnllCI', on chc [)eplrtDtdt's planl. 

11aank yo1t tor your aitoadon k) dds m.Ucr. 

Onin 0. Hatdl 
Uni_. S.W Scnafor 



timtm ~totts ~mate 
COM~i ON ARMEO S£1\Vlet:S 

W~Hlt.IGTOM, DC t05tiHIQ&O 

March 11, 2009 

.The Honorable William J. Lynn UI 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washinatoot D.C. 

Dear Mr. Lyiut{ 

aatlier ibis month, the Armed Servlces Committee was informed of a 
proposed reorganization of the office of the Under 8e:cretatY of Defense for Policy 
(USDIP). The propoaed mqanization would establish two new Deputy Under 
Secretaries of Defense (DUSDs), each at a level that appears to be 'eC).Uivalent in 
authority and control to the existing Assistant Secretaries of Defense (ASDs). 
Whl.le ASD posilio~s are authorized by statut~, limited in number,·~ subjectto 
:Senate confirmation,. the Department em~ ~panmtly establish the DUS'D posi~ons 
wichc:~ut statutory authorization, without limitation, and without Senate 
confinnation. 

This proposed reotganizluion raises broader qu~ons about the .nwnbei and 
statui ofDUSD~> in·the Department. For exampl•, it appears that there are 
curremly at. least ten DUSD positions under the Under Secretary of Defense for 
Acqubtiticm, Tec:hnology, and Logistics (USDIAT&.L). Of these ten DUSD 
po$itlona, two. Were· established by statute and the other eigb~ (including the 
Prin~ipaJ Deputy Under Seaetary of Defense position) appear to have been 
established unilatemlly by the Department. Moreover, the office's organization 
chart shows multiple layers of DUSOs reporting to each other. For example: 

• The OUSD for Industrial Policy reports ta the. DUSD for Acquisition and 
Technology (a statutory position)• who reports to the Prineipal OUSO. 

• Thb DtJSD for Adval1ced Systems and Concepts, th~ DUSD for 
Laboratories &. Basic Sciences .• the DUSD for IntemationaJ Technology 
Security, and the DUSD for· Science and Technology aU .tTCPQrt. to the 
Director of Defense Researeh and Engineering (a statutory position, but not 
a: DUSD), who reports to the PrineipaJ DUSD. 



I am coneemed that the proliferation ofDUSDs at ntultiple levels of the . 
orpniz&tion could muddy lines of authority and may not be in the best intemts of 
the Department of Defense. Accordinsly, I would appreciate if you would. provide 
me with the followins information: 

• How many DUSDs are there in the Department of Defense? 
• How many DUSDs a statutory po~itiona and how many arc not? 
• How many DUSDI are SenatHODftnnable and how I'DIR)' are not? 
• What is the relative rank of a DUSD and an ASfYI 
• Are all DUSDs of equal rank? If not, how is the rank of a DUSD 

determined? 
• Wbat is the authority for eatabllshiq the position of41Principal DepuCy 

Under Secretary ofDefense, n to whom other DUSDs {and ASDs) report? 

Thaak you for your •istance In 1hil mauer. 



C!tungress nf t}fe Dniteb Sltates 
llas}fingtnn, liCE 2D515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20310 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

March 9, 2009 

The Pennsylvania Delegation is writing to you on a matter of great urgency. We 
understand that the Air Force plans to begin the redistribution of A-10 aircraft from the 111th 
Fighter Wing, Pennsylvania Air National Guard, as early as Apri12009 and that 11 of the unit's 
assigned aircraft are scheduled to be moved in the next few months. The remaining 6 A-1 Os 
assigned to the 111 th are to be moved next year. 

We strongly believe that taking A-1 Os from the 111 th Fighter Wing is premature and ill­
advised. There is no requirement to move these aircraft at this time. Although the BRAC 
Commission's Report directed redistribution of the 111 th, s A-1 Os, it did not require that it be 
done on any particular timetable. What's more, the BRAC Commission directed that the Air 
Force should maintain the end strength of the 111th Fighter Wing, but the loss of the unit's flying 
mission will result in loss of up to 80 full-time jobs and 140 military positions. Finally, the 
pending action completely overlooks the BRAC Commission's finding that strongly encouraged 
the Air Force to keep A~ 1 Os at the 111 th Fighter Wing. 

Taking A-lOs from the lllth Fighter Wing is a serious mistake. The original 
recommendation to redistribute the unit's mission aircraft was based largely on the assumption 
that the airfield at Willow Grove would not be in operation after the Navy leaves the installation 
in 2011. However~ legislation passed by Congress in 2007 and 2008 provided for the 
establishment of a joint interagency installation under state jurisdiction and control at Willow 
Grove. This installation will continue to include an operational airfield to be used by the 
Pennsylvania National Guard, other military units, other government agencies and associated 
users to support national defense, homeland security and emergency preparedness missions. 

It makes no sense to strip this unit of its aircraft and reduce its capabilities at a time \\'hen 
our Nation and our Commonwealth need them most. There are sufficient A-1 0 aircraft in the Air 
Force inventory to keep all17 mission aircraft at the 1111h Fighter Wing. The 111 th has the well­
trained, combat-experienced aircrews and maintenance/support personnel to continue to operate 
the A-lOs in a cost effective manner. The new joint interagency installation offers the airfield 
and support facilities fot the 111111 Fighter Wing to continue flying without major capital 
investments. 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 



- We are asking that you issue an order delaying the start of the movement of A-1 Os from 
the 111 th Fighter Wing. -This action will give the Air Force the opportunity to reassess the 
capabilities of the Horsham Joint Interagency Installation and to consider altem,ative future 
flying missions for this unit. This action will preserve the capabilitieS of this unit to support 
military operations and will leverage the tremendous skills and experience of the unit's aircrews 
and maintainers. ·Failure to act will further erode the ability of this unit and the Air Force to 
carry out the close air support and related missions that the men and women of the 111 th Fighter 
Wing have performed with great distinction for many years. 

Due to the urgent nature of this situation, the Pennsylvania Delegation respectfully 
requests that you respond to our concerns within the next two weeks. We thank you for your 
attention to this matter and look forward to receiving your views. Please do not hesitate to 
contact us if we can be of any assistance on this or any other matter. 

Sincerely, 

~tkL 
Senator Arlen Specter t/htL. c.~·"· Senator Robert Casey 

·.1-&-~~-
Rep. P c 

<~, 
Rep. Jim Gerlach 

,'} Cl1LuL_ 
~,'tD ~~ 

Rep. Bill Shuster 

u~wDJ 
Rep. Charles Dent 



~~ 
Rep. Todd Platts 

~~ Rep.i8Son Altmire 
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JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

The Honorable William J. Lynn III 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Lynn: 

tinitro ~tates ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051 G--6050 

March 6, 2009 

Last week, we introduced S. 454, the Weapon Systems Acquisition Reform 
Act of2009, in an effort to address some of the problems that have led to massive 
cost overruns and schedule delays on some of our largest defense acquisition 
programs. At the White House on Wednesday morning, the President announced 
his support for the goals of our legislation and designated you to take the lead on 
the issue for the Department of Defense. 

We would appreciate if you would provide us with any comments that the 
Department may have on the proposed legislation by no later than Friday, March 
20,2009. 

We look forward to working with you on this important initiative. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Carl Levin 

Ranking Member Chairman 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
l 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 2030lwl000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinitro ~tarrs ~cnatc 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 5, 2009 

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member ofthe Senate Committee on 
Armed Services, Senator John McCain plans to travel to Belgium during the period 
March 20w22, 2009. Senator McCain will be accompanied by a staff member of the 
Senate Anned Services Committee, Richard H. Fontaine, Jr., Deputy Minority Staff 
Director. He will also be accompanied by Brooke Buchanan, his personal staffer 
designated to the Senate Armed Services Committee. 

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in 
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier and military air 
transportation. as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the 
Air Force could be designated as the action agency for this travel. 

Expenditure offunds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 11 08(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

=~ 
Chairman 
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e Houorable Robert G3tes, Secretary 
.S. Department of Defen-se 

000 Defense Penugon 
'a~hington. DC 2031) l-1 CIOO 

Secretary Gates: 

M3reh 11, 2009 

I understand you have been invited to panidpate a& a lc~re spenbr in the first annual Deterrence 
~nposium being held on July 29, 2009, at the U.S. Strategic Commaqd in Omaha. Nebtasb. 

SSTR.\ TCOM). Your presence would be most welcome in addressing the fi.lll range of matters 
"th regard tl) nuclear weapons and deterr.mce. 

rom your pNvious visits to Offun Air Force B:Jse. the home ofUSSTRA TCOM.IIcnowyou are 
wsrt' th:tt the b~se m:linr;~ins one of the largcs[ milit~ry presences in lhe Midwest. The Command 
mploys more than 2,700 individu:als, represenling all branches of the armed services, as well as 
oD civilian~ and c:ontr:.ctors, who oversee tlle Comm::md'& operationally focu.sed alobal strate&ic 
issions. 

I recall that you have also visjted the 55~ Wing at Offutt. The SS111 Wing's missions of providing 
i telligenc:e 3Jld sucveiUanu make it, toot a vital unit in America's national security operations. I 

Ueve Of!ua's diverse missions and ~obal ~sponsibililies put it on the cutting edgt of 
l'l$form:uion for the U.S. Air Foree. ' 

ilLllly, there are more than 1.2 million Nebraskans livina in the Jl"C'atel" Omaha metropOlitan area; 
d these Midwestern f3milie-s play a vital role in supporting those stationed at Offutt. As·l Jill sure 
u are aware, milit3Jy members consistently praise the people an~ the area for their zealous support 
America's servicemembers and their families, a5 wtU as the- overall U.S. military and its misGon. 

I respectfully urge you. tht-refore, to ·give this request your utmost considcrati~ and allow my fellow 
ebraskaas to show you a little of our Midwestern hospitality. If there ia an)'thlng J c:an do to be of 

a sisamce with this request, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

cttnitcd ~tatcs ~matt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051Q-6050 

March 6, 2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 535, to amend title 10, United States Code, to 
repeal requirement for reduction of survivor annuities under the Survivor Benefit Plan by 
veterans' dependency and indemnity compensation, and for other purposes. I am 
forwarding this legislation to you for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. 

?rl~ 
CarlLevm 
Chairman 

Enclosures 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
l 000 Defense Pentagen 
Washington, DC 203Ql-l000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

1anited £'mtrs ~tnatt 
¢0MMITTEE :ON' ARMED SEIWICES 

WASHINQT~, DC ~tni.6050 

March 12, 2009 

In its enclosed letter of February 12, 2009, the'Nationallnstitute. of Military Justice seeks 
legislation to expand the applicability ofthe court-martial sentencing option of Life Without the 
Possibility of Parole to rehearings involving certain individuals who were sentenced to death by 
a military ~ourt-martiaL 

We r«)\lellt an expedited review of this proposal by the Joint Service C.Qtnmitlee on 
Military Justice and the Department's views of the merits of this initia"tive. 

F.ndosure 

John McCuin 
Ranking Member 

Sincerely •. 

Chairman 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washingto~ DC 20310-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

1anittd ,States ~matt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. DC 2051o-60SO 

March 12, 2009 

A critical element of our strategy for success in Afghanistan must be enabling 
Afghan forc:cs to take responsibility for the security of their own country. We applaud 
the decision to increase the size of the Afghan National Army (ANA) to 134,000 soldiers, 

. though the tbrce level may well require additional growth in order to meet Afghanistan's 
security needs over the long term. 

The United States and its allies need to do all we can to accelerate as quickJy as 
possible the training and equipping of the ANA and the Afghan National Police (ANP). 
General David McKiernan, Commander, NATO International Security Assistance Force~ 
has said he needs more embedded trainers and funding to speed up building the capacity 
of the Afghan security forces. 

We have also heard recently that the "long pole in the tent" for growing the ANA 
rapidly is getting these units the basic equipment they need - machine ,guns, radios, and 
vehicles -when they need it, At a hearing on February 261h, General David Bamot 
fonner Commmder, Combined Forces Command Afgballistan, testitied that the main 
problem is .. a constipated, peace-time system" for equipping these forces which is not 
well suited to the demands of an onaoing conflict. As you recall, similar problems were 
encountered in delivering badly needed military equipment to Iraqi forces. In this regard, 
we hope the lessons learned in Iraq will be applied to our efforts in Afghanistan. 

We request that you closely examine what is needed to expedite the training and 
equipping of the Afghan Nationol Anny and Afghan National Police and report to us on 
what more is needed, in terms of resources, personnel, or l(gislative relief. 

lS69lLS£0L6: O,L 



E.r£'d 

We look forward to your prompt response and working with you on this matter. 

John McCain 
Ranking Member 

lS681.LS£0.L6: 01 

Sincerely, 

• 

Carl Levin 
Chamnan 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinttro ~tatcs ~cnatc 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051o-6050 

March 13, 2009 

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Committee on 
Armed Services, Senator Jeff Sessions plans to travel to Israel, Afghanistan, Turkey and 
Pakistan during the period April3-ll, 2009. He will be accompanied by Sandra E. Luff, 
his personal staffer who has been designated to the Committee. 

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in 
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier and military air 
transportation, as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the 
Navy could be designated as the action agency for this travel. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

s· cerol~,D. . 

ev~ 
Chairman 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tlnittd ~tatm ~tnatt 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051Q-6050 

March 10,2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies ofS. 546, Retired Pay Restoration Act of2009, to 
amend title 10, United States Code, to permit certain retired members of the uniformed 
services who have a service~connected disability to receive both disability compensation 
from the Department of Veterans Affairs for their disability and either retired pay by 
reason oftheiryears of military service ofCombat~Related Special Compensation. I am 
forwarding this legislation to you for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. 

Chairman 

Enclosures 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301~1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ti.nittd £'ttttrs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 11,2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 549, to provide benefits under the Post­
Deployment/Mobilization Respite Absence program for certain periods before the 
implementation of the program. I am forwarding this legislation to you for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. 

Enclosures 

\(J;k 
Carl Levin 
Chairman 

II~ I 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinittd ~tat£S ~rnatr 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 13,2009 

This letter is to request assistance for Michael J. Noblet, Professional Staff 
Member on the Committee on Armed Services, to travel by commercial aircraft to 

Norfolk, Virginia during the period March 19-21, 2009. 

The purpose of his trip will be to visit the Naval Special Warfare Group 2 at Little 
Creek, Virginia and the Naval Special Warfare Development Group at Dam Neck, 
Virginia to receive briefings on their roles and missions. It is requested that the 
Department of the Navy be assigned as the action agent for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

=~1 .. 
evi~ 

Chairman 
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Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

~nitrd ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051Q-6050 

March 13, 2009 

In connection with their responsibilities as Professional Staff Members on the staff of the 
Senate Armed SeiVices Conunittee, Michael J. Kuiken, Michael J. Noblet and Dana W. White 
plan to travel to Yemen, Libya, and Burkina Faso during the period April6-16, 2009. They plan 
to transit through France and Algeria. 

The purpose of their travel will be to receive briefings on Department of Defense and 
U.S. Government efforts relating to counterterrorism, security assistance, bilateral issues and 
military-to-military relations. 

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in providing 
such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier transportation, should it be required. It 
would also be appreciated if the Department of the Army could be designated as the action 
agency for this travel. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

~ 
Chairman 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, OC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

1anited ~tatrs ~tnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 13, 2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 590, The Defense Communities Assistance Act 
of2009, to assist local communities with closed and active military bases, and for other 
purposes. I am forwarding this legislation to you for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
p1ease submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this 1egislation. 

Enclosures 

·OOR~ 

arl Levin 
Chairman 



ROBERT P. CASEY, JR. 
PENNSV~VANIA 

COMIMffiES: 
AGRICULTURE, NUTiliTION, 

AND FORESTRY . 

FOREIGN RELATIONS 

HEALlH, EDUCATION, 
LABOR, AND PENSIONS 

tlnitfd ~tatts ~matt 
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING 

JOINT ECONOMIC 

The Honorable William J. Lynn Ill 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
1010 Defense Pentagon 
W8$hington, DC 20301-1010 

Dear Deputy Secretary Lynn, 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

March 9, 2009 

I am writing you in order to memorialize our conversation last week, reiterate the key 
points, and ensure that we maintain an open dialogue moving fotward. 

As you know, there have been 19 deaths by electrocution in Iraq since the United States 
invaded Iraq in 2003; 17 of those were US military personnel and 2 were contractors. 
The majority of the deaths were ruled initially as accidents or the result of encounters on 
the battlefield. However, recent developments have prompted both the Army and Navy 
to reopen investigations into several deaths. These criminal investigations supplement 
the comprehensive review of all electrocutions undertaken by the Department of Defense 
Inspector General, which I understand is being wrapped up and· will shortly be released. 

I was initially contacted -in April2008 by Ms. Cheryl Harris, mother ofSSGT Ryan 
Maseth, who' requested that I look into a troubling pattern of el~~trocution deaths in Iraq. 
Over the past year, I have spent considerable time looking into these electrocutions and 
want to ensure that our servicemen and women are not senselessly placed into harm's 
way and that those senior Army personnel and military contractors who are responsible 
for these electrocutions are held accountable. Cheryl is a remarkable woman and has 
inspired me to remain involved on this issue to demand justice and accountability for all 
of the families. 
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My involvement in this issue has resulted in nwnerous meetings, phone conversations, 
and exchange of correspondence with such individuals as General David Petraeus, 
Lieutenant General David Huntoon, and Mr. William Utt the Chief Executive Officer of 
KBR. General Petraeus infonned me that he had established an Electrical Safety Joint 
Planning Team to oversee the th~ater-wide assessment of all facilities following a series 
of electrocutions in Iraq; this team was later designated the Task Force for Safety Actions 
. for Fire and Electricity, or Task Force SAFE. Despite the creation of this task force, we 
continue to hear accounts of our servicemen and women suffering electrical shocks while 
taking showers, as recently as a month ago. Accordingly, I have sent a series of letters 
and sought to arrange a personal meeting with Secretary .Oates to urge his direct 
intervention on this issue. As we diScussed, I was disappointed at the length of time it 
tpok before he responded to me and assigned you to provide personal attention to this 
critical safety challenge. · 

We continue to learn of new troubling developments on this issue. A CNN broadcast last 
week reported that five electricians who worked in 2005 and 2006 for KBR in 
Afghanistan witnessed dangerous electrical conditions there. but ·their warnings to senior 
management were ignored. As important as accountability for past cases is, we must also 
ensure that no further electrocutions occur, in both Iraq and Afghanistan. 

During·our phone conversation, you agreed to provide me updates and milestones as they 
occur in simultaneous Department of Defense investigations. I appreciate this offer of 
transparency, but also request to receive a current status report explaining to me where 
things stand as of today and the timeline you envision for the various DOD investigations 
to be completed. This status report should also provide a comprehensive overview of the 
status of efforts, including a schedule of any future repairs or upgrades, in the ~perating 
environment to assure that no further U.S. military personnel are harmed by 
electrocutions. It is my expectation that the final report will contain proposed sanctions 
andlor penalties against supporting contractors, particularly KBR. if their lack of action 
or errors contributed in any way to these electrocutions. The same threat of punitive 
action should apply to our military chain of command if they are held responsible in any 
way .. 

Finally~ I insi.st that the Pentagon adopt complete transparency and forthrightness with the 
families of those fallen by electrocutions. These mothers and fathers, husbands and 
wives are entitled to receive continoous updates and full inclusion. They deserve nothing 
less. 

I look forward to working with you in coming weeks and months. 

Sincerely, · 

·tfht-.~f"' 
Robert P. Casey, Jr. 
United States Senator 
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JACK I'IEUI, RHOOE ISLAND 
FRANKR.l..AlJTitNIIEIIG. miN JERSEY 
Bell NELSON. NEllflA81CA 
MA!IIl PRYOR, ARKANSAS 
JON TE$1al. MONTANA 

KAY BALEY HUTCHISON, TEXAS 
SAM SAOWMIACII, KANSAS 
LAMAR ALEXANDeR, TENNI!SSEE 
SUSAN COLUNS. MAINE 
GI!OIIGE Y. YOINOI'ICH. OHIO 
USA MUfiKOWSl(l.AIASKA 

CHAIIL(S J. HOUV, STAIF DIAEC10R 
BIWC£ EVANS, MINORITV !ITAJ'F DIRECTOR 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
United States Department of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
WASHINGTON, DC 20610-.6025 

http:l/approprlatlons.unate.gov 

March 9, 2009 

This letter is to authori;ze Ms. Betsy Schmid, professional staff member of the 
Senate Appropriations Committee, to travel for official committee purposes to 
Rochester, New York, on March 27,2009. She will visit satellite manufacturing 
facilities in conjunction with defense and intelligence responsibilities. 

Per diem expenses not to exceed the rate established by the General Services 
Administration or, if applicable, the rate specified for High Cost Geographical 
Areas, transportation costs, and other travel-related expenses are authorized and 
shall be paid from appropriations available in accordance with provisi()JlS of P. L. 
83-207 (31 u.s.c. ll08(g)). 

It would be appreciated ifofficials from the Department of Defense would assist 
in making whatever arrangements are necessary for travel. · 

Appropriations 

DKI:rss 
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'11M J011NS0N. $OUTH IIAJ<OTA 
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CHARU$ J. HOUY, STAI'F DIRECTOFI 
B~UCI! EVANS, MINORITY STAFFDI'IECTDA 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
United States Department of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

COMMnTtE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
WASHINGTON, DC 2051()-6025 

http://approprlatioi'I$.Senate.gov 

March 10, 2009 

This letter is to authorize Ms. Betsy Schmid, professional staff member of the 
Senate Appropriations Committee, to travel for official committee purposes to 
Huntsville, Alabama, on March 31,2009. She will visit Missile Defense 
Agency leadership and tour contractor facilities involved in missile defense 
programs. 

Per diem expenses not to exceed the rate established by the General Services 
Administration or, if applicable, the rate specified for High Cost Geographical 
Areas, transportation costs, and other travel-related expenses are authorized and 
shall be paid from appropriations available in accordance with provisions ofP. L. 
83-207 (31 u.s.c. 1108(g)). 

It would be appreciated if officials from the Department of Defense would assist 
in making whatever arrangements are necessary for travel. 

DKI:rss 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
United States Department of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
WASHINGTON, DC 2051()-6025 

lrttp;//appr<~priations.sanate.gov 

March 11, 2009 

This letter is to authorize Ms. Kate Kaufer, professional staff member of the 
Senate Appropriations Committee, to travel for official committee purposes to 
China Lake and Ft. Irwin, California, and Nellis AFB, Nevada, from April 6-9, 
2009. She will review Department of Defense energy conservation programs in 
preparation for the fiscal year 20 I 0 budget review. 

Per diem expenSes not to exceed the rate established by the General Services 
Administration or, if applicable, the rate specified for High Cost Geographical 
Areas, transportation costs, and other travel-related expenses are authorized and 
shall be paid from appropriations available in accordance with provisions of P. L. 
83-207 (3l u.s.c. 1108(g)). 

It would be appreciated if officials from the Department of Defense would assist 
in making whatever arrangements are necessary for travel. 

DKI:rss 

Daniel K. I 
Chairman 
CommiUee n ppropriations 
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Dear Mr. Secretary: 
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COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIAT!ONS 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051()...&)25 
http://approprlatlons.senate..gov 

March 16, 2009 

This. letter is to authorize Mr. Charlie Houy, Ms. Betsy Schmid, and Mr. Erik Raven, 
professional staff members ofthe Senate Appropriations Committee, to travel to Maui, 
Kauai, Oahu, Hawaii, and San Francisco, California, from April5-ll, 2009. They will 
participate in meetings on defense research and development programs and visit military 
sites to review defense programs and budgets for fiscal year 2010. 

Per diem expenses not to exceed the rate established by the General Services 
Administmtion or. if applicable, the rate specified for High Cost Geographical Areas, plus 
transportation, and other travel-related costs are authorized and shall be paid from 
appropriations available in accordance with provisions of P. L. 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 
ll()g(g)). 

It would be appreciated if officials ftom the Department of Defense would assist in making 
whatever arrangements are ne<;essary for travel. 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretmy of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinitrd ~tatm ~matt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED'SERVK:ES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051().-6050 

March 19,2009 

In connection with their responsibilities as Professional Staff Members on the staff 
of the Committee on Anned Services, William K. Sutey, John H. Quirk V, Lucian L. · 
Niemeyer and Paul C. Hutton IV, plan to travel to Afghanistan dwing the period March 
29- April4, 2009. 

The purpose of their trip is to visit military bases in order to receive infOI'Dlltion 
regarding requirements for operations, readiness, installations, logistics and medical caR 
from local commanders. 

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department ofDefcosc in 
providing such transportationt including in-theater military air and the use of a foreip 
carrier, as may be required. It would also be appreciared if the Deparlment of the Army 
could be designated as the action agency for this travel. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

tncerezy. 

'!!:i~ 
Chairman 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinitcd ~tatcs £'cnatc 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510--6050 

March 18, 2009 

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Committee on 
Anned Services, Senator John McCain plans to travel to Hong Kong, Vietnam, China and 
Japan during the period April3-11, 2009. Senator McCain will be accompanied by a 
staff member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, Richard H. Fontaine, Jr., Deputy 
Minority Staff Director. He will also be accompanied by Brooke Buchanan, his personal 
staffer designated to the Senate Anned Services Committee. 

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in 
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier and military air 
transportation, as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the 
Navy could be designated as the action agency for this travel. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1l08(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Chainnan 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinitrd ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 18, 2009 

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Committee on 
Armed Services, Senator Lindsey Graham plans to travel to Hong Kong, Vietnam, China 
and Japan during the period April 3-11, 2009. Senator Graham will be accompanied 
Laura Bauld, his personal staffer designated to the Senate Anned Services Committee. 

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department ofDefense in 
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier and military air 
transportation, as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the 
Navy could be designated as the action agency for this travel. · 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 u.s.c. 1108(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

rely/.-
Levm 

Chairman 
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March 20, 2009 
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I !llD wriling:k) request thiit you immediately reaffirm the moratorium on conversions of 
Department of Defense (DoD) service eontracts.set forth in.the ~mber:i9. 2004 
Memorandum. In the Memorandum Under Secretary of De~ Chu sbrted that ''DoD NAFis: 
shall not enter into contracm'ot. agreements with OoD elements ot .other Fedetal Departments; 
Agencies. or instrumeD~es-for~ wovisionof_goods and services Wtt will ~h in the .loss 
9f}Obs ereatedpursuantto the Randolph ShepPard A~ the JavitS-W:agner-O'DayAct, or small 
business: programs" until a·_policy solution CJil he reached tbateneourqesjob.~tion. 
UnfQ~tely, the Memo~Wldum iSsUed on Match 1, 2007 by Arthur Meyers, the Director cf 
Services. Air Force. Manpower. muddled.the·issue with imprecise ~.contradictory language. l 
believe that it is necessary for .you to reaffinn the standing in the Chu Me.morimdurn. in order to 
remove·a,ny question as to the standing ofthe DoD on this matter. 

1M moratorium· i$ essenthtl to·]XOtec~ ·~JPb.s.of people with severe disabilities wOrking on 
DoD'$elTViee e<mtr,atts undertbeAb.ilitY.Qae·Pf9gram. ,Jn 20071 ~ AdClante Development 
~nte):' b,tcj. Ability~~ in New Mexleo. (was iulpressed by the staff and their 
commitment but I was partieulariy struCk by the comniitment of the disabled adults who find· 
work througJl th~ ptOf9am. They ~e ~t pride. in the work they do and are committed to· 
quality in evert the most basit:· taSks. AbilityOne programs provide more than a job, they-give all 
of their clients the opportunity to.~ and to contribute to society. .In addition. ~Y provide 
'the families oftheir clients the· peace .. of mind that comes from knowing that their loved ones are 
acmvely eng~ed .in work and weiJ .. tooked after. 

In addition, hnnvriting to.l stronsJy urge· the DoD tQ eodrdiP3te with AbilftyOne 
JeP~V~·}o .de~elt).p a polic.y soi~n that encourages job·crealion through both the ,MWR 
and the.Abiiit)"'ne Pl'QgraM- .I support the OoD Food Transfcmnation effort where it results in 
higher quality and etliCieney to -se.njC.: mli!mbeni at lower cost$. Howevert given the potentiil 
impact tbis,~ballenge oould have-on the employment of thousands of'peopl~ with severe 
disal)ilitie$ in the AbilityQne Program) l urge. DQD ro carefully ~the ~ impact of~ 
conversions .~fore mQv4tg· fo)'Ward ~ to mak-e apprQpriate chottges to the pro8ram. 



Thank you .for.yirur attention to this matier. Tf you -have any questions.-and to update me oil this 
issue·, please contact Annie Chavez (202)224--3:812 in my office~ 
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<tinittd ~tarts ~tnatt 
WASHINGTON. DC 20610 

The Honorable RobeJ.t Gates 
Secretary. U.S. Department ofDefensc · 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-100() 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

We write to you today to expl'eas our strong conoems regarding the OMB Circutm• A .. 76 
Study currently underway to review the operations, maintenance. and custodial duties at 
W eat Point. Congress and the Presicblt have exp:re:ssed deep reservatiollB With this · 
process, and we enco'Urage you to defer completing this and any pe:t1ding studies until the 
process c.an be improved or replaced. RegardJ.ess. however~ of the Defense Department's 
(D{)D) stance on the larger qUestion of A-76 studies, we believe 1hat the serious·concems 
ra.;sed by W eat PoiJ.u•s union wamnt cancellation oftbis study. With tho act'Lll8.CY of the 
study in question. it would be far pl.CferabJ e to cancel this study and begill a new one. ' 

The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) established this type of study to ensure 
that the government does not waste taxpayers' money by paying gov8ll1Dlent employees 

. to perfo1111 tasks which could be oompl=tcd at a low~· cost by private contractors. 
Althougll we support the goal of saving taxpayer dOllars, we are concerned by mounting 

· evidence that: the process 1mfairly di$advan~o.s federal employees and fails to save any 
money. .After- studies by the Gov=roment Accountability Office. Con'gress acted in the 
Fiscal Year 2009 0l'IIlll."bus Appro(>liations bill to curtail tho A-76 process. President. 
Obama. too, has isilled an. executive order to stop new A·?6 studies. With such serio\ls 
reservations at the highest levels of gavemme.D.t, we believe that the responsible course of 
aotion would be to stop any A-76 smdies cutrently under way. 

The study underway at West Point has several serious :ft,aws. First. the p.roeess compares 
differe:nt price structur~ making it impossible to ovaluate accurately which is the lower 
cost . .For federal employees, the study eatim.ates the total oost to the Auny of pcrfonning 
the work. ·However, when soliciting bids :from private contractor&, the Army is asking for 
"cost phla firm fixed f-ee•• contract These contracts allow for variable oosts, which 
cannot be accurately compared to the fixed cost us«l for continuing with federal 
employees. 

Second, the Ann.y ~.hanged the requirements for the union halfway through the study. 
Originally; the Army allowed the wrlon to combine the opetatioDSimain~ and . 
custodial responsibilities into a si11gle bid; which allowed thcma to achieves economies of . 

£/.J 
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scale. Halfway through the ~cess. Anny required the union to separate these two 
contracts, but did n.ot allow them to begin the I)COCeas over. 

Given the serious concerns related to these-studies in general, ~d this study in particular~ - -
we urge you to cancel the study. Millions of taxpayer dollars are a.t stake, and we cannot 
aff'Ol'd to risk wasting them b:y engaging in an inacct\rate md unfair process. 

We look forward to your reply. Jf yo~ have any questions, please do not hesitate to . 
contact John Jones, of Senator .S'"humcr's staff: at (202) 224-6542., or X:cv.in Fink, of 
Senator Gillibrand's staff, at (202) 224-4451. 

·CJ.L~ 
Charles B. Schumer 

U.S. Senate 

Sincerely, 

~!.~D 
KirSten B. Oilh'brand -

U.S. Senate_ -
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ti.nittd ~tarts ~rnatr. 

The Honorable Robert C. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

March 20, 2009 

The Fiscal Year 2009 National Defense Authorization Act authorized full funding for the 
third DDG-1 000 destroyer, while the Department of Defense Appropriations Act provided partial 
funding for the third DDG-1 000 and directed the Navy to budget for the remaining funding 
requirement in FYlO. We urge you to follow through on this commitment by ensuring that the 
necessary funds for completing the third DDG-1000 are included in the President's budget 
request. 

Last year, the Senate Armed Services Committee and the Senate Appropriations 
Committee demonstrated strong support for the Department's Fiscal Year 2009 budget request 
for funding the procurement of the third DDG-1000. Because of this support and your 
willingness to directly reaffirm the Defense Department's support for the President's DDG-1000 
Budget request, the third DDG-1000 was fully authorized in the Fiscal Year·2009 Nationa1 
Defense Authorization Act. Likewise, the Fiscal Year 2009 Defense Appropriations Act 
supported procurement of the third DDG-1 000 by providing $1.5 billion in spJit-funding toward 
the ship's procurement. In addition to providing funding, the conference agreement included 
explicit direction for the Department not only to proceed with contracting for the third ship, but 
also to provide the ship's remaining funding in the FiscaJ Year 2010 budget. 

Any failure to follow through on these commitments would result in a multi-year 
procurement gap of complex surface combatants. Such a decision would also place at risk the 
nation's surface combatant shipbuilding industrial base and the jobs and unique skills of 
thousands of defense-critical U.S. workers. 

We look forward to continuing to work closely with you to meet the Navy's requirements 
for a 31 3-ship fleet and to preserve a strong and highly skilled industrial base. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Susan M. CoHins 
United States Senator 



tlnittd ~tatts ~matt 

Tne HpnotableJwbert.M. Oatt!.$ 
Seetetttty ofllefi,nse · · 
_1.000 ~;The :Pentagon 
Washington. D.C. 2Q3G1 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

March 20. 2009 

It has~ t~ ~r atte~tion th!ll the Departmem of Defense (DOD) b4ls undertaken ._an_'inmativ~ to 
transform· the nuinner in which it contracts food and poStal services. We. are con~erned abou.tthe 
.impJjeiltions that this initiative eould have on the jobs ·of people. with seVere disabiHties working on. 
Depa,tm~mt.of~n~-servi~e -contracts:under. the AbilityOne Program. . . 

. . SpereiJitan:y. OppOrtunity ViHage is a-etimmunity. rehabiliation progrllJi:l m soutffi;m Nevada't~t-
has been providing job training Qlld employment seJi.rices fbi'·almostSS. years. No othe:r organiZation il) 
Nevada has work~.as hard. for ~pie with djsabilitiesfQr a$ long as QJipOrtu"jty vmase, arid we.botb 
have a special p~ 'in out hearts for this agency ,and 1bc pcoplc·they serve. At .Nellis Air .. Foree B~We . 
(AFB), oppottunity·vmage has.-supported the airinen·there fonw.er 3Sy~ars. Opport·unity 'Vit.Jage · . 
currencly has a""food service attcndant".eo•ct and a "pOstal service center,. contract with NeUis AFB, 
and -43 po<:lple with . .severe-disabitiiies are: e~ployed on thPSe c~tJ:acts. We-also know ~ei'e ate·lit~all)l 
t!lo.-n4s.ofpeopJo·with severe:disabilitieS working f()f' .other oommunity .rehabiUtation programs at Qthet 
DePiJ1ment of. Defen~:-facilitif/S throughout our·nation. 

. In additi~~ we would lik-e to express our-support for the Department of DefeMe's .Food 
TransfonnatiQn.efl'OJ1 where it -results ln higtler· quaUty and effie iency to service· mtmben ~ lower costs. 
However,. gi~en t~e current ~~omic crisis and~ potential impact this change could have.on:the · 
employment of do~en:s of peopl$ whh disabilities at. Nellis AFB and .thQUSands of people with severe 
dtsabilities in the Ability()ne Program, we .strongly urge· the Department ofDefense:to coordinate ~i.#t 
AbilityOne rep~scmtatives to develop a policy· solurion· that ·en¢ourages job creation- tbrotigh bOth th'e 
MWR and thc.Abilkyone Programs. This. i~ a crucbll step tQ incorporate ·the best •hitiking tO resolve this 
issue, paniculartywhenjobs for people with severQ disabilities-arc so rare, reflecting ah unemplOyment 
rare uripara~!efed il'l our Society. 

thank you fot your !;OTJSideration oftbi$. urgent request. Ifyott have any question$, ple~ 
contact BOb l'leri'iettal (202)224--354-2 or'Ryan Tully .at (202)224·.8049 in our offices respec~ively. 

Hart)' Reid 
United'Sbrtes Senator-

Sinoerely1 

~-
Jolm 1!11$Ji0 -
United· States Senator 

1111 



t\nltfd •taus ).lmatt 
·wASHINGTON, oc·'2()61Q 

M~h20,20~ 

Dear $ecretary. Oates •. 

As you Jmow$1aii year's Depanmellt Of'Defense·Appropriatioas Act pt'ovichd Pf.rtial 
funding for tbe tbird 000·1 000 and <tire~ the Na;,y tQ bUdget for tbe remain in& fUnding 
requirement in FYlO. Conps expects..tbe .Navy to .adhere to this directkm; therefore, we write 
to urge your iUppon tot fUll ftmding oftbt DOO·l 000 program in liw fYlO President's ~ 
and requear that )IOU eqndnue a thorough: and b'ansparent review and .c.vahtalion of the Na.\•fs 
prOposal to in.mcate me OO.O·IOOQ pmtpm and restart 000·51 prodlittion. 

We.~ veq concerned -about1bc.Na"Vy't.:kmJ.-tmn sm.,.kliur plan· be$pite. 
seveml months ofC~on~l!P.Jd Oepamnent·of Defense teqU~~~tS· tor ~-enalysi$.lhc. 
Navy·bnsyec1o..provide-5U'ft"teiwjwl.tific&UMift·support¢'r.he·P'Oposa~ to.truncatetbe-DIXJ:. 
1000 program and restart t){)(l;;s J pr(lduetion. 'We commue to await a in-dc:plh eompill'ative 
anal)t3-is of the DOO•S 1 and DDO-lOOO. ~ Navy't fai~ to provide.~ :11 de.tfliled eost 
analysis- strongly impUee alack ofsupporting dai:u~Jl of the- Na\f)'•s.pow~tion and 
undormh.\es out confldln« in tbe merits of. the Navy's plan to truncate 1he DDG-HIOO program. 
Conpss must have tlrisbdonaatioo befo~~e ~io,soing.to a cb.anp·oftbis magnitude. 

. . S~illg the DOO·lOOO PC'OSf'Am wllhnable. N•V)'w~ $ll biiUOo ~-
aiNidy·hWesled. rtNarc1r and~ Amdirtg. the sh~p ~been ~pad with siplficanl 
vowth·marsn nwludll'l& power •. cooltl.~ space, and aipt to enab'klrapid -~to . 
meet evolving dlreats in the e.xisting huU. We believe that cootinu.d prodlrceioq ami deHve.ey·of 
DOG-I 000 ~~-~ is C$•ial to the kmgyterm,Mabllily of ()\,h' sbipbulldmg -pr-opam ... 
the timely delivery of needed capabilities ~ the Navy. 

With respec:t and aP'PfC(:iation. and thank you f(Jr' considenna m1111 r«<UCS(. 

Sincmly, 

.Edw~ M. Ken y 

ltL: 
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CARL lEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN 

EOWAAD M- KENNEDY. MA.SSACI1UstTTS 
ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA 
JOSEPH'- UEBER MAN, CON .. ECTICUT 
JACK REED, RHODt ISLAND 
OANW::::L IC. AKAKA. 1-tAWAII 
Bill NELSON. FlORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON ... EBAASKA 
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA 
JIM WEBB. VIRGINIA 
CLAIRE McCAS~Ill. MISSOURI 
MARK UOALl. COLORADO 
KAY R HAGAN. NOIITI-1 CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROlAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS 

JOO N M<:CAIN, ARIZONA 
JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS, ALA.BAMA 
SAXBY CHAM Ell. ISS, GEORGIA 
UNOSEV GRAHAM, SOUTH CAFIOUNA 
JOHN TI-IUNE. SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEL MAIHINEZ. F=LORIOA 
ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI 
RICHARD BURR, NORltt CAFIOUNA 
OAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS. MAINE 

RICHARD D. DE::BOBES, STAFF DIREC:TOA 
JOSEPH W BOWAE. REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinittd ~tatts ~tnatt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510---6050 

March 18,2009 

This letter is in further regard to my letter of March 5, 2009 concerning the travel 
plans of Senator John McCain and Richard Fontaine and Brooke Buchanan, during the 
period March 19-22, 2009. 

I am writing to advise that Senator McCain has added Luxembourg to his itinerary. 

I would appreciate your continued support and assistance in connection with this 
travel. · 

~~~ 

evm 
Chairman 
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-L~':::.-~sr~==~-'"'OJNsa HOMELAND SECURITY AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

The HORO$bfe Robert M. Gates 
Seeretary ofllefense .. 
1000 Defense hDtagm_·. 
Washington. DC 20301 

.Dear Mr:. Secretary: 

WASHtNGTON~ DC 2051 D-6250 

March 16, 2009 

I am writing tQday to·tequest iilfomation and documentsorelaUMI to·tbe Defense .Departtneut's 11~ of 
eo~forCon~onal~u. 

For-eacm·ittrn listed.:in complbln~·with.c~ 'ofRu~XXI9ftbe Rules ofthe Ho~se.of 
R.epre~es and Rule XLIV Oftbe Sf.andhi&.1btles oftht Senate·in the Defense Appropriations 1\l:ts for 
Fi~ Y .,_ 2008 and 2009. tb~ Subcommittee reqaests the following informatioo and documents:: 

(I) The 11Umbor, value, and recipient of any contnlet .or grant awarded; 

(2) lnfQr1llation re~ the type and eXtent of competition oon~d, including the numbcr .00 
iQen.tity of competing o:l!ferors; and. 

(3} Communications .related ·tc> the·-award of aJ1Y co.ntract ot grut to the recipient u,tontitied 11)' the 
r.eq~gmemlle; of Go~ 

l request 1hat Y9U ptoVide1his .infO.nnation .s·soon as possible, but .iJ1 po ~later than Moilday, Aprll 
6,1009. If you dete!rmine that you will be unable to make a complete production by this: date, please contact 
Subcommittee staff to discuss possible modifications to this ·schedule. 

· Thejurisdiction <lftbe Subcommittee on Ct>ntrac$g Oversight is set forth in Senate Rule.XXYclause 
l(k);. ~te-R.esolutiori 445- section 101 {lOS* Congress); and Senate l!esolutiOn SO ( 1 0~ Congress). ·At) 
attacmn.t to ~is letter provide$ addftionll infonilation on how to re8pond to the Subcommittee~s.request. 

Please eontaet me or-askytmt.staffto COI'Itact Margam DaWn at (202) 224-6154 with ·any questionS 
regarding this requ~. 

CQ:~ 
Chairman 
Subcom:ttlittte on Contracting ·Overligbt 

Enclosure 

cc: susancomns· 
Acting Ranking Member 
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itnittd ~tatts ~matt 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301~1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

March 24, 2009 

We are greatly concerned by reports that the Airborne Laser (ABL) program is facing 
severe budget cuts or even termination in the Fiscal Year 2010 Budget proposal. The ABL is 
America's premier directed energy effort and represents not only a tremendous potentia] for our 
nation's warfighters, but also forrnaintaining America's technological edge. It is critical to the 
future of our national security capabilities. For these reasons, we urgently request the ABL 
remain a robustly funded program. 

According to the Missile Defense Agency, the ABL provides a unique capability "to 
detect, track, target, and destroy ballistic missiles shortlv after launch during the boost-phase. 
Its revolulionary use of directed energy makes it unique.among the United States' airborne 
weapon .'!)'stems, with a potential to attack multiple targets at the speed of light with a range of 
hundreds of f..."ilometers. '' 

Our military wartighters agree that the ABL is essential for addressing many ofthe 
challenges facing our nation. General RB. Bell, the fonner Commander of the United States 
Forces Korea, wrote in 2007, " .. from a warfighter's perspective. the ABL wilt be an importam 
ingredi(!;nl in our much needed and required layered missile deftmse capability for the Korean 
Peninsula. " This is a legitimate capability our nation needs. · 

A:s you know, the Airborne l..ascr began during the Clinton administration in the face of 
an increasing ballistic missile threat. Since that time, the proliferation of ballistic missiles has 
only grown. Today, outside of Russia. China and our Western allies, there are 3,000 ballistic 
missiles around the world. That number is continuing to grow every year. As threats pro1iferate 
around the globe, the relevance and importance of the ABL as the nation's only ful1y designed 
bo()st-phase missile defense system will continue to increase. 

The ABL is performing well and is scheduled to shoot down a boosting ballistic missile 
by the end of the year. Should the ABL be severely under-funded or canceled, the promise of 
speed-of-light and extreme precision in the hands of the warfighter will disappear, as will the 
fragile industrial base that $upports it. Jn short, we will have wasted the resources that have been 
well invested since the Clinton administration. 



Again, we respectfully request your support for the Airborne Laser progrdJl'l. 

Sincerely, 

-s-Alk~ 
Sam Brownback Pat Roberts · 



CARl LE\'IN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN 

EOWAAO M KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS 
ROSE !IT C BYRD, WEST VIRGINIIl 
JOSEPH I. UEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT 
JACK REED. RHODE ISLAND 
DANIEl K. AiCAKA. HAWAII 
BILL NELSON, FLORIDII 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA 
EVIlN BllYH, INDIANA 
JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA 
CLAIAE McCASI<ILL MISSOURI 
MARK UDALL, COLOOAOO 
KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROliNA 
MARK BEGICH, AlASKA 
ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS 

JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA 
JAMES M.INHOFE. OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS, AL.AaAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA 
UNDSEV GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA 
JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEL MARTINEZ. FLORIDA 
ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPP, 
RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROUNA 
DAVID VITTER. LOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS. MAINE 

RICHARD 0. DoBOBES. STAFF O.RECTOO 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinittd ~tatrs ~rnat£ 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 19,2009 

On March 19, 2009 I wrote to you regarding the travel plans ofWilliam K. Sutey, 
John H. Quirk V, Lucian L. Niemeyer and Paul C. Hutton IV during the period March 
29-April 4, 2009. 

This letter is to advise that they have added United Arab Emirates to their. 
itinerary. 

I would appreciate your continued support and assistance in connection with this 
travel. 

n 
Chairman 
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)Cnit~b S,t"t~,- ~~nAte 
WASHINGTON, D . C . 

March 23,2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense · 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear~: 
"""""'.--------=.1 understand that former Congressm 

has expressed an· interest in serving on the 
a..,.,.--..e.-nse____. Policy Board. I remembe (b)(e) m his service 
on the House Armed Services Committee. He was 
knowledgeable and thoughtful on national ·security 
issues, and I think he would make a valuable 
contribution to the work of the Defense Policy Board. 

I am enclosing his resume. Thanks for your 
consideration. 

sf:i,, 
Carl Levin 

Enclosure 
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The Honorable William Ljfnll,_Ill 
Deputy Def~ Secretary 
l()l Q. Defense Pentagon 
W ashingion. DC 20301-1010 

Dear Deputy;Seeretary i:..~: 

WASHINGTOfl,. DC 2051f)-14Ct4 

March 25. 2009 

kis my understanding-that the AonY p-lans to award a contr.act. for an a.Q~tional 56,000 
:SINCOAR$~ ibis. spring. Further, I understand that:tbe-omce Ofthe$ecretary of 
Defense Itmst certify to- the Co~~ that this C®Ipetition is open· and fair. As sueb, I 
respqctfully requ,e.st that you complete work on·tbe certiflattion process "ir.t a timely 
mimner in order to meet the Amly~s needs. 

IMiiiGV 

My hope 1$ ~ this C011k$:t not be:delayed. The faster this eomract is awarded~ the 
niote:quickly,tbe Anny wi.ll be able to p,ocu.re the adqitional ~ radios it needs while. 
also ensuring-that the radios are interoperable with ctment inventory and Will not disrupt 
the Amiy's supporting logistics chain. These SINCGAR.S radio systems supPort near 
term operational needs. such·aa the new brigade combat teams and grot.uld vehie.le fleet. I 
have·als:o been told that·no Joint Tactical Radio System (JTRS) solutions are currently 
available to meet future needs. ·arid afternaie solutions may not meet full spectr:um 
environmental requirements consistent with the- SINCGARS and JTRS ORDs. 
Therefore, I do not believe ~ options are approprUJte for o-ur soldiers at this time. 

Additi.OJlttlly ,·aWatding·this ~ntract without -delay will-provide a much needed eeonomie 
:boost to the co:rnr:mmiliies who produce titese·r.adios. wbieh is an important concer.u to 
bath Dle ~®t and CongreS$ in these ohat!engi>~g times, 

Please do not. hesitate· to rontaet me ifyou have- any:·questions or conqerns. I appreciate 
your thoughtful consideration of my request,· and thank· you for your clJiltinued service in 
your .new position. 

Sii.lceiely, 

W~·· ~ 
Eyai;l,Bayb, 
U.S. Senator 

CC; ~of the Army Peter Geren 



CARLLEW'I. MICHIGAN, CHAIAMAN 

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSErTS 
ROBERT C. BYflD, WEST VIRGINIA 
JOS~PH I. LIEBERMAN, CON~~C:UT 
JACK REED. RHODE ISLAND 
DANIEL K. AKAAA. HAWAII 
BILL NELSON, FLORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON. NEBRASKA 
EVAN BAYH.INDIANA 
JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA 
CLAIRE MoCASKilL MISSOURI 
MAAK UDAll. COLORADO 
KAY R HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROLAND W. BURFUS, IUINOIS 

JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA 
JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS, Al-ABAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBLISS. GEOilGIA 
LINDSEY GRAHA\11, SOUTH CAROUNA 
JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEL MAATir.EZ FLORIDA 
ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI 
RICHARD BURR. NORTH CAROLINA 
DAVID VlrTER. LOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 

RICHARD D. DEBDBES, STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

'lanitnt ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 20, 2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies ofS. 644, to amend title 10, United States Code, to 
include service after September 11, 200 I, as service qualifying for the determination of a 
reduced eligibility age for receipt of non-regular service retired pay. I am forwarding 
this legislation to you for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. 

Enclosures 



CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN 

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, !AASSACHUSI"nS 
ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA 
JOSEPH I. liE BERMAN, CONNECTICU"l 
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND 
DANIEL 1<. AI<AKA. HAWAII 
BILL NELSON6 FLORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON. NEBRASM 
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA 
JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA 
CLAIRE McCASKILL, MISSOURI 
MARK UDALL. COLORADO 
KAVA. HAGAN, N0flll1 CAROLINA 
MARK BEG ICH, ALASI<.A 
ROLAND W. 9UAAIS. ILLINOIS 

J~N McCAIN, A.Rt:ZONA 
JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS, A.LA8AMA 
SAXBY CHAMBLISS. GEORGIA 
LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROUNA 
JOHN ~UNE, SOUTH D.O.KOTA 
MEL MARTINEZ. FLORIDA 
ROGER F. W1CKER, MISSISSIPPI 
RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROUNA 
DAVID VrTTEA, LOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 

RICHARD D. DEBOBES, STAff DIRECTOR 
JOSE"' W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAfF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington~ DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tlnitrd £'tatts ~mate 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 20, 2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 645, to amend title 32, United States Code, to 
modify the Department of Defense share of expenses under the National Guard Youth 
Challenge Program. I am fotwarding this legislation to you for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. 

Enclosures 

erely,~ 

evm 
Chairman 

IU 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
l 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 .. 1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

March 25, 2009 

We write today to express serious com:em about the administration's planned national 
defense spending in Fiscal Year 2010 and beyond, which appears to be insufficient to 
guarantee U.S. national security in the coming years. Based on the administration's 
budget documents submitted thus far, it appears that a marked decrease in overall defense 
spending is in store for our country. If recent press accounts are accurate, this will be 
accomplished by canceling or postponing the acquisition of numerous major weapon 
systems critical to our Armed Foroes and necessary to ensure their future ability to defend 
our country. 

As Congress begins the Fiscal Year 2010 (FYI 0) budget process, it is our view that we 
have too little information on hand, based solely on the President's incomplete budget 
submission, to thoroughly and responsibly make decisions about top-line figures for the 
coun1l'y's core defense program. For example, it is widely reported that the 
administration intends to shift funding that is currently part of the supplemental budget 
process into the normal DoD appropriations request. But, to date. Congress has not ~ 
told exactly what amount will be transferred, nor has it been informed about which 
particular programs will be affected. This lack of infonnation raises a number of 
important questions, with potentially troubling answers. 

The President's plan to substantially increase U.S. military force levels in Afghanistan, 
while simultaneously withdrawing all U.S. combat forces from Iraq by August 2010, will 
requite substantial funding. However, it is our understanding that the administration will 
be requesting far less this year and next in supplemental funding, which is cause for great 
concern. It is un.clear how the administration, if it intends to cut supplemental funding, 
expects to maintain ow- military forces in the field and enable them to conduct their 
missions safely and effectively. We would appreciate an explanation on this issue. 

To be clear, we fully support efforts to maximize transparency in the budget process by 
including all foreseeable DoD requirements in the normal DoD budget request; however, 
by shifting major expenses fiom the supplemental requests to the base budget, while 
simultaneously slashing the supplemental request, the net effect would be a decrease in 
overall spending on our national defense. Our concern is that, under the guise of an 
"honest budgeting .. approach to national security spending. we would be locking in an 
overall cut in military spending that either puts our troops in jeopardy today or .our 

1111111 



national security in jeopardy tomorrow as we restrict urgently needed capital investments 
in equipment such as planes, ships, and land vehicles. 

As such, we request that your department provide us as soon as possible with more 
detailed information on what expenditures, and at what levels, you anticipate moving 
from the supplemental budget to the base defense budget for FYI 0 and what defense 
programs you anticipate eliminating or substantially reducing, in relation to the most 
recent Future Years Defense Program (FYDP). In addition, it is essential that we hear 
from our uniformed combatant commanders and the Chainnan of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
on the potential problems they will face in carrying out their responsibilities Wlder the 
administration's proposed defense spending blueprints. Accordingly, we request that you 
provide us, as soon as possible, risk assessments by each combatant commander, 
evaluating to what extent the President's proposed defense spending levels will limit their 
ability to meet ongoing requirements over the lifetime of the FYDP. Finally, we request 
that the Chairman's risk assessment, which is statutorily required and is long overdue, be 
provided within 30 calendar days. 

During the early part of this decade, it became clear that defense spending decisions 
made during "the 1990s and the resulting military "procurement holiday'' that our 
government had taken left our Armed Forces without the needed advanced equipment 
and superior capabilities to defend our nation. Today, in the middle of a global war on 
terror, we must not allow that to happen again. Now is not the time to attempt to cash in 
a "peace dividend," while thousands of our soldiers, sailors, ainnen, and marines are 
serving in hann~s way. engaged in military operations in two major theaters of conflict 
overseas, with other very real threats on the horizon. 

We urge you~ examine these issues carefully as the administration completes work on 
its FYl 0 DoD budget request. Thank you for your service to our nation and your tireless 
dedication to its Anned Forces. 

JOHNCORNYN 
United States Senator 

q;_~ 
United States Senator 

Sincerely, 

~J.-
JONKYL 
United States Senator 

2 



JOHNTIIUNE 
United States Senator 

R~~ 
United States Senator 

~.,r~,_ 
ROBERT F. BENNEIT 
United States Senator 

~~2 .. -
10 ISAKSON -
United States Senator 

C'~~ )() ( S CHAMBUSS 
U 'ted tates Senator 

-z :3 :::-_.;.. ~ 

3 

DAVID VITTER 
United States Senator 

United States Senator 
• 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington DC, 20301·1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20610 

March 11. 2009 

We are writing-to seek your assistance in obtaining funds appropriated by H.R. 1, 
the "American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009'', to further the research 
conducted by Bell BioEnergy, Inc. on the use of bioengineered bacteria in the production 
ofbiofuels :from biomass. Bell BioEnergy, Inc. is fully ready to implement the goals of 
this Act and produce renewable, domestically-produced, high-quality transportation fuels 
to enhance America's independence from foreign oil in an environmentally SOWld · 

manner. Such efforts will result in the creation of a significant number of new and green 
jobs. 

Bell BioEnergy is presently undertaking such reSearch in the form of pilot · 
projects conducted in collaboration with .the Department of Defense and the Defense 
Energy Support Center (DESC) at seven military installations around the nation including 
Fort Benning, Fort Stewart. Fort Bragg, Fort Lewis, Fort Drum, ·port A.P. Hill~ and the 
DESC facility at San Pedro, CA. Specifically, Bell BioEnergy is requesting $50 million 
to complete the research begun through these pilot projects. The objectives of the pilot 
~~~~· . . ·. . 

1) Perfect the Bell BioEnergy~ Inc.·~ biomass to hydrocarbon fuels process 

2) Further refine the unique bacteria used in the process 

3) Produce sufficient amounts of usable hydrocarbon fuels (natural gas, gasoline, 
diesel and jet)for laboratory testing · 

4) TeSt and certify the fuels generated by the process as a drop in fuel that is fit 
for ptirpose . · · · · · : 

. : . 5) Gather. the engineering and scientific data necessary to 'design . full . scale 
production fac~lities : · · · : . . . . · ' . · . · · · 

A clear intent of Congress in eiuicting H.R~ 1 is .to pro 'vide funding for the types of 
projects that Bell BioEnergy has tmdertaken. We be1ieve that the successful conversion 



of non-food biomass to biofuels would have overwhelmingly positive effects on our 
economy and energy independence and also help create a cleaner environment. 

The $50 million Bell BioEnergy seeks would be employed to 1) complete 
construction of the seven pilot projects, 2) perform university level research to determine 
the most viable bacteria for the production of hydrocarbon fuels from biomass, and 3) 
construct the first research laboratory dedicated to the segregation and propagation of the 
bacteria required to produce biofuels from non-food waste biomass. We estimate that 
each test facility would employ five technicians and that the research laboratory would 
employ 25-50 scientists and technicians with secondary employment of up to 400 people. 

We appreciate your consideration of this proposal, consistent with your standard 
policies and praCtices, and look forward to any feedback you may have. 

(l c Sincerely, 

)() ~ 'ik.. .• JJ,;_. 
-~y Chambliss Sb?o& yl n 
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Honorable Robert Gmcs 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
WttShington. D~C. 20301 

Dear SccreU\ry Gates, 

llnitcd $tares $cnatc 
CDMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051o-6050 

March 25, 2009 

We rc£(Ucst you1· (tssistancc in achieving the goal of eliminating the need lor any active­
duty military member to rely on the U.S. Dcpmtment of Agriculture's Supplemental Nutritit)n 
Assistance Program, more commonly rete1Ted to as Food Stamps. 

A decade ago, the number of service members who were receiving Food Stamps 
exceeded 10,000. Enactment of the Family Subsistence Supplemental Allowance (FSSA) in 
October 2000 has hclp~d to reduce that number. Moreover, sif:,'lliiicant increases in basic pay 
and allowances since FSSA became available have also greatly improved the income and quality 
of life for all military personnel !:Ctving on active duty. h was surprising, therefore to learn last 
week, following the First Lady's visit to Fort Bragg, North Carolina, that more than 3,000 
service members are currently receiving food stamps. 

The Food Stamp Program is administcrt.'<i by the U.S. Department of'Agricullurc, and we 
realize that implementation can vary by state. We also acknowledge that certain pays and 
benefits, such as combaHelated pays and government-provided housing, are generally not 
considered in detennining eligibilily for Food Stamps. Nonetheless, we consider it unacceptable 
that the measures put into place in 2000 and lhe significant improvements in pay and benefits 
since that time, have fallen so fat short of the goal Qfeliminating the.requircmcnt by any sen'ice 
member to seek aid tbr nutritional nssistancc. 

We request your views and recommendations on this topic at your earliest convenience. 
If legislation is required to achieve the goal we have slated, we hope that you will offer proposals 
for consideration wilhin the current legislative session. 

John McCain 
Ranking: Member 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Carl Levin 
Chairman 



SE:-1. JEFF BINGA}t\N 

JEFF BINGAMAN 
WfWLI!~II".O 

tinitcd ~mtts ~Enatc 

The Honorable Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
Dep311ment of Defense 
. 1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretray Oates: 

March 26, 2009 

ll!JUU2 

7111 H ... AT SENA 11 0111'11:; IIUil.DING: 
WASHINGTON. DC 21151D-31G.1 

12021224-&121 
IN HfW ~-to8CIIWoiS.III$1 

TOO 121l212!4-11~ 
-•tor .. D~'iobi~-.-.__,.. 

1 am writing to respectfully request that Department of Defense (DoD) consider 
modifying the State Drug Interdiction and Counterdrug Activities plans for the National Guard to 
pennit COWlterdrug personnel to suppon law enforcement in inspecting cert~n vehicles at ports 
of entry. 1 strongly believe that including vehicle inspection under the counterdrug mission set 
would enhance our ability to interdict the southbound flow of weapons and bulk cash as well as 
the northbound flow of narcorics. 

As ye,.u know, the N~tional Gu.:u-d currently provides critical support to Customs and 
Border Protection (CBP) \\.lth the op~ration ofwnote cameras and sensors, and conducts aerial 
reconnaissance of rhe border in an effort to detect illegal dnxg smuggling operations. The Oul!ll'd 
used to also assist CBP wilh inspection activities at ports of entry. However, in 2003 the so­
called .. 3(d)"' inspection mission was removed from the countcrdrug mission set based on a 
finding by then Deputy Secretary Wolfowitz that inspection activities are not "militarily unique." 
At that time, 1 expressed deep concerns regarding this change and the fact that it resulted in CBP 
having to take over The duries of approximate-ly 350 National Guard soldiers who ~-ere assisting 
\\ith the dismantlement of vehicles suspected of carrying contraband. 

R~inst:tting this mission makes sense now more than ever. The AdministTation has 
recognized the import:tnce of reducing tl1~ flow of weapons and bulk caS;h boing smuggled into 
lvlexico from the Unit.ed States, and the need to step up efforts to stop drugs from being 
traffkked into our counrry. Permitting National Guard cownerdrug personnel to perform the­
.3(d) mission would free llp CBP ofticers to perfonn other duties and provide soldiers with 
additional training experience in detection techniques that are utilized by activated troops 
maintaining security in Iraq and Afghanistan. It is my unde~randing that if this change is made 
the National Guard would be able to place about 30 soldiers at ports along the border just in New 
Mexico to assist with the interdiction of contraband at no cost to CBP. 

A~BI.IOUEROUI! 
jSilil 3AG-Oll01 

I.AS CRIJCI!$ 
I>Ciii5~V~1 

98Y. P.02 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Pa~e 2 of2 

SEN. JEFF BINGAJtAN 

I greatly appreciate your prompt attention to thls issue, and your assistance in ensuring 
the continued success of counterdrog operations along the Southwestborder. 

Sincerely, 

JB/ss 

cc: The Honorable Janet Napolitano 

NAR-29-2001 2.~: 40 99Y. 

14] OOJ 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Room 3E880 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

USS Constitution Museum 

20 March 2009 

On October 22 ofthis year the USS Constitution Museum will hold its annual Chainnan's Dinner at the 
Fairmont Copley Hotel in Boston. We would be most honored if you would be our keynote speaker. 

The evening wiiJ follow by one day the 2121h anniversary of the Boston launching of USS 
CONSTITUTION on October 21, 1797, as one of the first six frigates built for the US Navy. Even though the 
Museum is a non-profit organization, we are for aJJ intents and purposes the Navy's museum for "Old Ironsides." 

·• ,, •. • ;'; .•• _ . : f :~:. ~ ••• . 

In addition to celebrating the 212th anniversary of~id·~~nsides"'launching, the Museum will present: 
,._ ' ......... ' ... · '•,,; 

• The Samuel Eliot Morison Award to Dr. John Haddendorf, Ernest J. King Professor of Maritime 
History and Chainnan, Maritime History Depar:tment atJ~e.N~val War ColJege, in recognition of his 
many contributions to naval history and scholarship. Thls li\.Vard is presented annually to individuals 
who have enhanced the image ofUSS CONSTITUTION and who reflect Rear Admiral Morison's 
~1 seholarship, patriotic pri~e and eclectic interest in ~irigs maritime. 

• The Charles Francis Adams Award to Boston· Mayor ThomasMenino. "Old lr6risides" and the 
Museum have no better friend than Mayor Menino. This award honors the legacy between the Adams' 
family and the Navy, from President John Adams attending the launching of"Old Ironsides," to 
Secretary of the Navy Chules Adams dispatching ''Old Ironsides" on her national cruise to 76 ports 
along the Atlantic, Gulf, and Pacific coasts between 1931 and 193'4. 

I also extend a personal invitation for you to visit the USS Constitution Museum, in conjunction with any 
visit you may make to USS CONSTITUTION during your time in Boston. 

' ' . . , 

The uss Constitution Museum's staff and I will provide additional 'infonnation'a$ details of the evening 
become ftrm, and we stand by to assist you in any manner. Our point of contact for your staff is Mr. Burt Logan, 
President of the Muse~m. who may be reached at (617)426-1812 x 115. . . 

. . . . . 

· ... ·-· . ·~ : . :·.. . '· 

• ·• ,t' •• • • 

Box 1812 Boston, MA 02129 617.426.1812 617.242.0496 (fax) w·w·'\\~Usficonscitutiunmuseum.org 

. . \ ' ~ . ' : . 



DANIELK. ltoiOUYE. HAWAI~ CHAillMAN 

ROBERT C. B'fflD. WEST VIRGINIA 
PAT!IICK J. LEAHY. VERMONT 
TOM HAIOOIII, IOWA 
BARBARA A MIKULSKI. MAIIVlAND 
HERB KOHL WISCONSIN 
PATTY MURRAY, WASHINGTON 
B'fflON L. DORGAN, NOiml OA(OTA 
DIANNE FEINSTEIN. CALIFORNIA 
RICHARD J. DURBIN. IU.IN04S 
TIM JOHNSON, SOUTH DAKOTA 
MARY L LANDAIEU. LOUISIANA 
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND 
FRANK R. LAU~NBERG. NEW JERSEV 
BEN NELSON. NEBRASI<A 
MARK PRYOR, ARKANSAS 
JON TESTER. MONTANA 

THAD COCHRAN. MISSISSIPPI 
ARLEN SPECTER, PENNSYLVANIA 
CHRISTOPHER S. BOND, MISSOURI 
MITCH McCONINELI.., KENTUCKY 
RICHAilD C. SHELBY, ALABAMA 
JUDD GREGG, NEW HAMI'SHIRE 
ROBERT F. BENNEn. UTAH 
KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON, TEXAS 
SAM BAOWNBACK, KANSAS 
LAMAR AI.£XANOER, TENNESSEE 
SUSAN COUINS, MAINE 
GEOilGE V. VOINOVlCH, OHIO 
USA MURKOWSKI, ALASKA 

CHARLES J. HOUV, STAFF DIRECTOR 
BRUCC EVANS, MINORITY STAFF OIIIKTOR 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
United .States Department of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ilnitrd ~tatts ~tnatt 
COMMITIEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051o-6025 
nttp:J/aopropriations.senate.gov 

March 19, 2009 

This letter is to authorize Mr. Erik Raven, majority staff member ofthe Senate Appropriations 
Committee, to travel for official committee purposes to Deadhorse, Alaska, and Ice Camp APLIS 
from March 21-23, 2009. He will participate in ICEX 2009. 

Per diem expenses not to exceed the rate established by the General Services Administration or, if 
applicable, the rate specified for High Cost Geographical Areas, transportation costs, including 
military air, and other travel-related expenses are authorized and shall be paid from appropriations 
available in accordance with provisions ofP. L. 83-207 (31 U.S.C. l108(g)). 

It would be appreciated if officials from the Department of Defense would assist in making whatever 
arrangements are necessary for travel. 

DKI:rss 

~ly, 

DamelK. Ino 
Chairman 



<!Congre~!.' of tbe aliniteb ~tates 

The HonorabJe Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

March 18, 2009 

Your leadership in recent months has been instrumental in refocusing the Department of Defense 
on nuclear matters. We share many of the concerns you have expressed regarding the 
degradation of our nuclear capability and appreciate the Department's immediate implementation 
of plans to revitalize our strategic nuclear deterrent. 

Accordingly, we write to request your leadership on a related and urgent budgetary matter 
involving the preservation of our nation's land-based Intercontinental Ballistic Missile ("ICBM") 
solid rocket moto:r industrial base. In the next few weeks, the Minuteman III Propulsion 
Replacement Program ("PRP'') will cease production and government funds have been allocated 
to close the program's production facility.- However; the Air Force has detem$ed that it is in 
the national interest to maintain a land-based solid rocket motor production capability. 
Accordingly, the Air Force is planning to commence an ICBM Solid Rocket Motor Life 
Extension Program, that will preserve our nation's capability to produce land-based ICBM solid 
rocket motors. Unfortunately, due to a budgetary perplexity, FY2009 funds will be used to close 
the land-based solid rocket production facility only to reopen that same facility a few-months 
later using FY2010 monies. The result will create unnel'.essary layoffs, flD.d cost the taxpayers 
millions of additional dollars. However, these needless costs and risks to the industrial base can 
be avoided by sending Congress a reprogramming request that authonzes FY2009 funds to be 
used to maintain the land-based solid rocket production line instead of closing it. Therefore, we 
respectfully request your.assistaflce in approving a reprogramming request ofFY2009 PRP 
closeout funds to instead-be used to immediately commence an ICBM Sqlid Rm:ket Motor Life 
Extension Program. 

Later this· month, the Air Force, under the PRP, will receive the Iasi Minuteman III Stage 1 
booster se~ent, and·in August, will receive the last Stage 2 and Stage 3 segments. This will 
conclude the PRP program and for the first time since the beginning of th~ Cold War, our nation 
will not produce ICBM solid rocket motors. Therefore, the nation could lose this highly 
specialized production capability and compromise the long-tenn dependability of the 
Minuteman Ill 

Congress recognized these risks during the FY2008 budget process, and directed both the Office 
of the Secretary of Defense, and the Air Force, to conduct studies regarding the capability of the 



The Honorable Robert Gates 
March 18, 2009 
Page Two 

defense industrial base to maintain, modernize, and sustain the Minuteman Ill system until 2030. 
This Air Force study validated the requirement to preserve an ICBM industrial base capability, 
and specifically a low-rate solid rocket motor life extension program production line. 
Unfortunately, 'the Secretary of Defense study has still not been delivered to the Congress. 

Subsequent congressional directives have been even more specific. Following the release of the 
FY2009 Air Force Unfunded Requirements List, which included a request for an additional $31 
million to initiate an ICBM Solid Rocket Motor Life Extension, the FY2009 Defense 
Appropriations Act stated, "the Air Force is encouraged, at a minimum, to continue a warm line 
status for Minuteman III propulsion systems and to use funds provided for Fiscal Year 2009 to 
initiate a Minuteman III motor life extension program." This language was further clarified in a 
letter from Senate Defense Appropriations Subcommittee Chairman Inouye and Ranking 
Member Cochran to the Air Force Secretary and Chief of Staff, which raised concerns about the 
ability of the United States to maintain a land-based solid rocket motor industrial base. This 
letter cited the final FY2009 Appropriations Report language and urged the Air Force to provide 
funding in FY2009 to maintain a viable land-based solid rocket motor production capability. 
Subsequently, the Air Force received Program Decision Memorandum-(PDM-3) guidance to 
prepare to transition to this program in FY2010. 

However, the delayed submission of the new Administration's FY2010 detailed Defense Budget 
has caused the Air Force to also defer the transition from the Minuteman III PRP program to an 
ICBM Solid Rocket Motor Life Extension Program. We have brought this matter to the attention 
of the Air Force's senior leadership, including: the Assistant Chief of Staff, Strategic Deterrence 
and Nuclear Integration (AF/AlO) and the Director, Space Acquisition, Office of the Under 
Secretary of the Air Force (SAF/USA). Unfortunately, due to the fonnalities of the budgetary 
process, the Air Force has been unable to implement a reprogramming ofFY2009 funds and 
immediately implement an ICBM Solid Rocket Motor Life Extension Program. 

As a result of this bureaucratic budgetary conundrwn our nation risks losing unique and 
irreplaceable expertise and skills. Specifically, delaying the implementation of a life extension 
program until FY 2010 will incur an estimated $20 million in additional costs. As we are sure 
you would agree, using funds to· close a production facility only to reopen that same facility a 
few months later is not a responsible use of taxpayer funds. 

In addition, the true value of maintaining the limited production of solid rocket motors, is to 
ensure that our nation has a highly skilled work force that can produce technically demanding 
land-based ICBM solid rocket motors. Under the current plan, 500 of these workers, who have 
irreplaceable specialized skills, will be laid off. Even if the Life Extension Program is initiated 
in FY20 10 only approximately 120 workers will be rehired. However, due to the continued 
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uncertainty surrounding this program many of these workers may not retwn, resulting in further 
additional unwarranted costs. In addition, a long-standing supplier base would be disrupted. 

Therefore, we respectfully request your assistance in approving a reprogramming request of 
FY2009 PRP closeout funds to instead be used to immediately commence an ICBM Solid 
Rocket Motor Life Extension Program. In addition. we ask that you facilitate a meeting between 
the Commander, Air Force Materiel Command, General Donald J. Hoffman and us to discuss the 
execution of your reprogramming request. Finally, we also request a status report on the study 
that the Congress directed to be completed by the Secretary of Defense. 

We stand ready to assist with a related reprogramming request, or with any other avenue of relief 
that may be available, and look forward to your prompt reply. 

Orrin G. Hatch 
United States Senator 

Sincerely, 

a~~ Rob Bishop 
Member orcon:ess 

Robert F. Bennett 
United States Senator 

•. 
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RK:HARO 0 DFBOBES. STAFF OIAECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ilnitrd ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051Q-6050 

March 24, 2009 

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Committee on 
Armed Services, Senator Mel Martinez plans to travel to Spain during the period April 
12-17, 2009. Senator Martinez will be accompanied by Daniel W. Fisk. his personal 
staffer who has been designated to the Senate Armed Services Committee. 

[would appreciate the support and assistance. of the Department of Defense in 
providing such transportation~ including the use of foreign carrier air transportation~ as 
may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the Air Force could 
be designated as the action agency for this travel. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tlnitcd ~tatm ~cnatc 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 25, 2009 

This letter is to request assistance for Ms. Madelyn R. 
Creedon, Counsel, and Mr. Daniel A. Lerner, Professional Staff 
Member, on the Senate Armed Services Committee, to travel by 
commercial transportation to California. Ms. Creedon will be 
traveling during the period April S-9, 2009; and Mr. Lerner will 
be traveling during the period April 6-9, 2009. 

The purpose of their trip is to receive briefings on missile 
defense and defense space programs at Los Angeles Air Force Base, 
Vandenberg Air Force Base, and Edwards Air Force Base. It is 
requested that the Department of the Air Force be assigned the 
action agent for this trip. 

ExPenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary 
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized 
by 31 u.s.c. 1108{g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

Carl Levin 
Chairman 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinittd ~tates ~tnatt 
COry'IMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051Q-6050 

March 25, 2009 

This letter is to request assistance for Ms. Madelyn R. 
Creedon, Counsel, and Mr. Daniel A. Lerner, Professional Staff 
Member, on the Senate Armed Services Committee, to travel by 
commercial transportation to Alabama and Colorado. Ms. Creedon 
will be traveling during the period April 15-17, 2009; and Mr. 
Lerner will be traveling during the period April 12-17, 2009. 

The purpose of their trip is to receive briefings on missile 
defense and defense space programs at Redstone Arsenal, Shriever 
Air Force Base, and Peterson Air Force Base. It is requested 
that the Department of the Air Force be assigned the action agent 
for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary 
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized 
by 31 u.s.c. 1108(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Levin 
Chairman 



CARL LEVIN. MICHIGAN. CHAiflMAN 

~:'Ei:'rDCMS~~-N~~T ~~~:usETTs 
JOGEP't-1 L LIEBERMAN. CONNECTICUT 
JACK REED. ~HODE ISLAND 
DANIEL 1<. AKAKA. HAWAII 
BILL NELSON. FLORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA 
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA 
JIM \llr'EBB, V~AGINIA 
CLAIRE McCASKILL. MISSOU~I 
MARK UDAll. COLORADO 
KAY R. HAGAN, NORTI< CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROLAND W. 8UARIS, IUINOIS 

JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA 
JAMES M. I~HOFE, OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA 
LINDSEY GRAJUUJt, SOUTH CAROliNA 
JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEL MARTINEZ. FlORIDA 
ROGER F. WICKER. MISSISSIPPI 
RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA 
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JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

1anitcd ~tates £'cnatc 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051o-6050 

March 25, 2009 

This letter is to request assistance for Mr. William K. 
Sutey and Mr. John H. Quirk v, Professional Staff Members on the 
senate Armed Services Committee, to travel by commercial 
transportation to Florida, Virginia, and Louisiana, during the 
period April 14-17, 2009. 

The purpose of their trip is to survey Department of 
Defense and Department of the Army plans and programs related to 
current and future security force assistance operations at the 
United States Special Operations Command, United States Joint 
Forces Command, Joint Readiness Training Center, and 162d 
Brigade. It is requested that the Department of the Army be 
assigned the action agent for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and 
necessary expenses and such transportation as may be required is 
authorized by 31 u.s.c. 1108(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Carl Levin 
Chairman 
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JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

1Rnitrd ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051()-6050 

March 25, 2009 

In connection with my responsibilities as Chainnan of the Senate Conunittee on 
Armed Services, I plan to travel to Poland, Czech Republic, Russia, and BeJgiwn during 
the period April 12-18, 2009. Senator Susan M. Collins, who is also a Member of the 
Senate Committee on Armed Services, will travel with me. I will be accompanied by two 
Senate Committee on Armed Services Staff Members, Richard D. DeBobes, Staff 
Director and Richard W. Fieldhouse, Professional StaffMember. Senator Collins will be 
accompanied by Robert Epplin, her personal staffer who has been designated to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in 
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier, as may be required. It 
would also be appreciated if the Department of the Army could be designated as the 
action agency for this travel. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Chainnan 

Ill 
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The Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Secretary of Defense 
WashingtOn. DC 20301 

-Dear Secretary Gates: 

SltJCT COMMITlU ON U'llEWGENCe 

WASHINGTON. DC 206~o-N7!1 

March 30, 2009 

SSCI i2009-1404 

Enclosed please find the "Terms of Reference ofthe Senate Select Committee on 
Intelligence Study of the Central Intelligence Agency's Detention and Interrogation 
Program,n which the Committee adopted on March s. 2009, by a strong bipartisan vote. 
In the course of the review, we may be submitting requests for documents to departments. 
and agencies in addition to the CIA, including the Department of Defense. Accordingly, 
we wanted to make sure that you are aware of the scope of our review. 

A thorough review of the detention and interrogation program is essential for 
shaping future detention and interrogation policies. We are aware of the related 
responsibilities of two of the Special Task Forces that you arc now either helping to lead 
as Co.Chair or Co-Vice- Chair = the Special Task Force on Interrogation and Transfer 
Policies (Executive Order 13491) and the Special Task Force on Detainee Disposition 
(Executi'Y¢ Order 13493). Our review; and these reviews, share common interests. We 
look forw.-d to working together with you and others in the AdminiS1ration on the 
policies that will guide the CIA's detention and interrogation efforts in the future. 

We have marked the Terms of Reference as ''Committee Sensitive.'1 Otberthan as 
released by the Committee, it is our intention that the Terms ofRcfercncc should not be 
made available to the public and should be used for official government use only . 

........... ~ . ?d 1-' • 

~~~~~ ~~~~ 
Dianne Feinstein Christopher S. Bond 
Chairman Vice Chairman 

Enc.: Tcnns of Reference, Senate Select Committee on Intelligence Study of the 
Central Intelligence Agency's Detention and Interrogation Program 

Ill 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinittd ~tatrs ~matt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 26, 2009 

On March 24, 2009 I wrote to you regarding the travel plans of Senator Mel 
Martinez and his staffer, Daniel Fisk, during the period April 12-17, 2009. 

This letter is to advise that Senator Martinez's schedule requires him to depart 
from Orlando. Florida via Miami to Madrid. Similarly, for scheduling reasons, on his 
return from Madrid, Senator Martinez needs to return to Orlando, Florida. In addition, it 
is necessary for Mr. Fisk to travel roWidtrip from Washington to Madrid via Miami, 
Florida in order to be able to accompany Senator Martinez on the international portions of 
this trip. 

I would appreciate your continued support and assistance in connection with this 
travel. 

S cere~. • . 

Leqr-
Chairman 
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.. H~norable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense . 
I 000 Defense Pentagon · 

··Washington, DC 20301-1000 .· 

Dear .. ¥f~ Secretary: 
- . . . . . . 

tlnitnt ~tates ~matt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES . 

WASHINGTON, OC 20510--(3050 

March 26 ·2009 ' . 

. _:·>Enclosed h~e~ith ate copies of s. 711, to require mental health screenmgs for 
members of the Ainied Forces who are deployed in conn~ion with a contingency 

. operation, ·and for other purposes. I am forwarding this legislation to you for yolirreview. 

So ihat we ·can cm1sid~ your views when the Committee reviews this Iegislatipn, 
. please submit to- this c·ommittee the recommendations of your Department-with -reference 

· , tothis Iegjsl.ion. 

Enclosures 

'; : < ·.·.· ... 

\[;.'--.;:;::f. .. .--
Carl·:Le~ 
Chainnan 

'·• 

·~· .. :. 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

~nitro ~tatrs ~rnatc 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 27, 2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 731, to amend title 10, United States Code, to 
provide for continuity ofTRICARE Standard coverage for certain members of the Retired 
Reserve. [ am forwarding this legislation to you for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. 

Enclosures 

S oorel~ 

CarlLevm 
Chairman 



BENJAMIN L. CARDIN 
UNITED STATES SENATOR 

MARvt.ANO 

llnitro ~tatts ~matt 
Dashin,gton, ~ct 2051 o 

March 18, 2009 

The Honorable Robert L. Wilkie 
Assistant Secretary (Legislative Affairs) 
Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301-13'00 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

r 

I am writing to you to request your consideration to provide my 
office a Department of Defense Legislative Fellow for calendar year 
2010. 

serving as my 2009 Defense Pellow is ._<b_X_6)~------_. 
.__ _____ ~a Navy Medical Service Corps Officer. He is a most 

welcomed addition, and his expertise in Navy Medicine and military 
construction has proven extremely beneficial to my projects team as 
Maryland's military bases undergo the BRAC transition. 

I ask that you give special consideration to providing my office 
with a Defense Fellow for 2010 who possesses a similar Navy or Army 
medical background. This would provide my office with an invaluable 
ability to better understand the intricacies of the medical planning 
efforts, challenges and noteworthy· achievements toward the successful 
completion of the Walter Reed National Medical Center. 

~~~~~~·a_~~,~~~~ering to you my personal thanks for allowing 
.__ __________________ __. to join my staff for the 2009. program. He is a 
most impressive representative·of the !Department of Defense and 
proudly exemplifies the professionalism of the men and women serving 
in our Nation's Armed Forces. 

I lOgk f2£!ard to woaking with you to continue this mutuallY. 
benefic1al program. Should you have any questions , pl ease contact me 
or my Chief of Staff, Mr. Chris Lynch at (202) 224- 4524 or 
chri s_ lynchecardin.senate.gov. 

... , 
• p 

1 
Si~c"[Lt.; 

~~ L. cardin 

..... . 

Reply To: n 6os HAAT SENATE OFFICE BUI~ING 
WASHIN(;TON.·Dc·21i61G-2o04 
(~21 224-4624 . . . . . 
WWW.CAROIN.SENATE.GOV 

\ . • :. 

. ' ! 

United States Senator 

... 
. - . .! I • • 

Printed on ·.• 
Recycled Peper 

~· .... . 

. Reply To: 0 TOWER 1 sum: 1110 
100 S. CHARLES STliEET 

·. · ·BALTIMORE. MD 21201 
(410) 962-4436 

#', • 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

llnitro ~tatrs ~rnatt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 31, 2009 

On March 24 and March 26, 2009 I wrote to you regarding the travel plans of 
Senator Mel Martinez and his staffer, Daniel Fisk, during the period April12-17, 2009. 

This letter is to advise that Daniel Fisk will no longer accompany Senator 
Martinez. Instead. Senator Martinez will be accompanied by Tom Weinberg, his Chief of 
Staff and his personal staff member who has been designated to the Committee. 

I would appreciate your continued support and assistance in coJ;lllection with this 
travel. 

cerel:·oA .. 

Lev~ 
Chairman 

IIIII 
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ctOUIJft55 Of tbt It nittb i>tatt! 
Rla~bington. I\4C 20515 

March 9, 2009 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-10000 

'Dear Secretary Gates and Admiral Mullen: 

Admiral Michael Mullen 
Chainnan of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
9999 Joint StaffPentagon 
Washington, DC 20318-9999 

We understand that the Air Force will be deciding soon where to base the new Global Strike 
Command headquarters, and we know that you have been monitoring the decision process since 
it began last fall. As part of our effort to inform senior defense leaders, it is our pleasure to 
provide you with this copy of"Why Minot," a comprehensive description ofhow Minot, North 
Dakota, meets or exceeds all Air Force Global Strike Command headquarters basing criteria. 
We have also sent this material to Secretary Donley, General Schwartz and General Corley. 

"Why Minot" showcases the full array ofbenefits that the base and the city have to offer. We 
want to stress in particular how Minot is the only location that offers the ability to bring direct 
oversight to every aspect of the operational nuclear mission. Minot possesses the complete range 
of Air Force operational nuclear expertise.- a nucJear bomber wing, an ICBM wing, and a 
nuclear weapons storage area. A major lesson of the past two years is that the Air Force must 
increase command supervision at the operational level Standing up a new major command 
without doing so would be a major missed opportunity. 

We also want to stress the incredible support the community of Minot offers the Air Force. 
Strong support by the community will pay dividends for the Air Force by helping to ease issues 
like the envirorunental assessment process and base expansion. When combined with our 
delegation's commitment to assisting the Air Force in its mission to restore confidence in nuclear 
surety and regain its reputation as the world's best nuclear steward, this support is unparalleled. 

After reviewing ''Why Minot," we believe you too will agree that Minot is indeed the best 
location for Global Strike Command! Thank you as always for your service. 

\ /' J ' Sincerely, 

'~ ~~KJt~~ ~ENT CONRAD ~ '?rvRON DORGA 
U.S. Senate U.S. Senate 
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The Hcmorable Roben M; Oates 
SecretarY, Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pemaaon 
WasbingtoD. DC 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHIHGTON, DC 1CJI11)..'70f2 

March 31, 2009 

No.4524 P. 2/3 

It bas come to my attention that a company- SolarReservc- baa identified a site lle8l 

To.aopab, Nevada for a .state of 'the 111 sollr power plant that could produce enough po:wer to 
serve 100.000 homes. Tbi.s facility requires a tower sJmilar to a large smoke stack about 600, feet 
tall. The primacy impediment to .moving tp~ on thls facility is an imminent objection from 
the· Defeme Department 

Of apparent c:oncem to DOD is tbat tbe site for tbe proposed solar power pJant is located 
2S miles northwest of the Nellis Air Force Ranp, beyond 1be town ofTonopah and over 1he San 
Antonio Mol11lDlins. It is my undcmandiq that the Air Force• 1 eoDQCI'B is related to potentiaJ 
interference with radar aDd the heiaht of the tower. 

Solarhserve began discussions with the Air Force in early 2008. After meeting with the 
Netllis AFB radar expetU, the company has already agreed once to move the solar project ftolp a 
proposed site S Dilles away from the base to the current site in order to greatly diminish any 
impaot tbe project might have on military activities. Now. howevet, the Air Force has exfeDded 
its objeetions to the new site. 

I appreciate the need for exercising caution in making decisions that could affect military 
trainiDg 8Dd tesri:Ds activities. The Depm1meot must easure that projects do not interfere with its 
critical activities. AI: the same time, I am very concemed by the Department's imttention to 
developing :mitigation strate,gies tbat provide for the safe dnelopmall of renewable energy 
fiM:ilities and the complete laclc of a standardized. centraliZed process fot reviewing impaas of 
pl'OJIOSed r=ew'able =eJ1Y projects near militaly bases. That is one ofthe reasons why I spoke 
with you about this subject in November 2007 8lld met with fonner Air Force Secretary Michael 
Wynne over a year ago. I have aJso enclosed al~ I sent U> Secretary Wynne early last year 
before he retired, explaining some of my suggestions. 

'I'M Amcrioan Recovery 8lld .R.einve.sbne:nt Act (ARRA) reeeDtly siped iDto law by the 
President proWfes comp&Dies with iaccntives for breaking groUDd on soJar power facllities 
within the next two ,em. It is importat that pzomisiq n:newable eDeTIY projects receive close 
and expedited ateratiOD from Federal ageudes tbat play a role iD the petmitti.ag of such 1acilides · 
so tbat they ate able to utilize~ iac:eatives to =ar.o thoUSIIlds of jobs ad olea power iD tbe 
near future. Further, I would .aote that ARRA prov.ides ampN fUnds, should any be needed, for 
quickly developing or deployiDg 111y necetSa1'Y mitigation stratesies. 
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' . 

I urge you to cxpeditiowlly review the proposed solar plant near Tonopah, and ro begin 
workiDc to establish a standaldi=l procedure for reviewing renewable eDIJf8Y projects noar 
militaJy operaticms. If I cao. be of any help in tbis process, plwe dO not hesitate 10 contact me or 
have your staff contact Bob Herbert (202·228-4578) or Alex McDoaougb. (202-224-1052) of my 
statT. 

Encl. 
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RICHAJII) J. DURBIN. ILLINOIS 
TIM JOHNSON. SOUTH DAKOTA 
I\4MY L LANORIEU, WUISIANA 
JACK REED, RHODE ISlAM) 
FRANK Ft.LA.UTENBERG, NEW JERSE'V 
BeN NELSON. NE8RASKA 
MARK PRYOfl, ARKANSAS 
JON TESTER. MONTANA. 

THAD COCHRAN. MISSISSIPPI 
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DIRISl'OF'foER S. BOND, MISSOURI 
MITCH McCONNELL. KENTUCKY 
RICHARD C. SHELBY. ALABAMA 
JUDD GREGG, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
ROBERT F. BENNETT, UTAH 
KAY BAIL£YHUTCHISON, TEXAS 
SAM BROWNBACK, I(ANSAS 
LAMAR ALEXANDER. TENNESSEE 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

iinittd ~tatts ~mate 
COMMITIEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

WASHiNGTON, DC 20510-6025 
http://appropriations.senate.gov 

April 3, 2009 

I am aware that the Department of Defense is analyzing the requirements and future 
program options for a revised Armed Reconnaissance Helicopter (ARH) based on termination 
of the former ARH-70A program in October oflast year. Given the age of the Vietnam-era 
OH-58 Kiowa Warrior which a new ARH is being designed to replace, I support moving 
forward with a replacement program. However, the last two Army efforts to replace the 
Kiowa Warrior fleet, the RAH-66 Comanche program and the ARH-70A program, resulted in 
program terminations due to requirements growth, cost overruns and schedule delays after 
significant taxpayer investment. 

After two failed attempts, my greatest concern is that we attempt yet another new 
costly development program to meet ARH mission requirements. Therefore, I encourage the 
Department to consider modifying an existing modern platform to provide capabilities which 
exceed the current OH-58 fleet which is based on 40-50 year technology and is no longer in 
production. 

In order to accomplish this and mitigate program risk, the Department should begin 
ARH risk reduction efforts in fiscal year 2010 and not wait Wltil fiscal year 2012. A risk 
reduction effort to build ARH capabilities on an existing and in-service aircraft offers a 
substantial advantage in terms of cost, risk and schedule versus another attempt at a new 
development program. 

I look forward to working with you to get this much needed capability to the force at 
the earliest opportunity. With best wishes, 

Cordially, 

rt!:t~~ 
Vice Chainnan 
Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Defense 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ttnittd ~tarrs ~rnat£ 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-8025 
http://appropriations.senete.gov 

April 3, 2009 

I am aware that the Department of Defense is analyzing the requirements and future 
program options for a revised Armed Reconnaissance Helicopter (ARH) based on termination 
ofthe former ARH-70A program in October oflast year. Given the age ofthe Vietnam-era 
OH-58 Kiowa Warrior which a new ARH is being designed to replace, I support moving 
forward with a replacement program. However, the last two Anny efforts to replace the 
Kiowa Warrior fleet, the RAH-66 Comanche program and the ARH -70A program, resulted in 
program terminations due to requirements growth, cost overruns and schedule delays after 
significant taxpayer investment. 

After two failed attempts, my greatest concern is that we attempt y"et another new 
costly development program to meet ARH mission requirements. Therefore, I encourage the 
Department to consider modifying an existing modem platfonn to provide capabilities which 
exceed the current OH-58 fleet which is based on 40-50 year technology and is no longer in 
production. 

In order to accomplish this and mitigate program risk, the Department should begin 
ARH risk reduction efforts in fiscal year 2010 and not wait Wltil fiscal year 2012. A risk 
reduction effort to build ARH capabilities on an existing and in-service aircraft offers a 
substantial advantage in terms of cost, risk and schedule versus another attempt at a new 
development program. 

I look forward to working with you to get this much needed capability to the force at 
the earliest opportunity. With best wishes, 

Cordially, 

f{!f~~ 
Vice Chainnan 
Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Defense 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

COMMITIEEON 
HOMELAND SECURITY AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6250 

March 27, 2009 

As Chainnan of the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee, I 
am writing to request that the Department of Defense sponsor a visit by Committee Staff 
to U.S. Northern Command Headquarters in April2009. The purpose of the visit would 
be to ex~Unine NORTHCOM's capabilities for CBRNE consequence management and 
support to civil authorities, its role in and preparations for border security operations, and 
preparedness for pandemic influenza, as part of my Committee's homeland security 
oversight responsibilities. 

I would very much appreciate if U.S. Northern Command could accommodate such a 
visit on April6-8, 2009. It is requested that the Department of the Navy be assigned the 
action agent for the trip. Committee staff members plaiuling to attend are as follows: 

Eric Andersen, Majority Professional Staff Member 
Aaron Firoved, Majority Professional Staff Member 
Bias Nufiez-Neto, Majority Professional Staff Member 
Thomas Richards, Majority Professional Staff Member, OGM Subcommittee 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses, and such 
transportation as may be required, is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108 (g). 

Thank you in advance for your assistance in coordinating this visit Please contact Eric 
Andersen at (202) 224-2627 to coordinate the details of the trip. 
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Apri13, 2009 

The Hononbl~ Robert M. Gatea 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Peatqon 
Wasbblgton. DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secletary Gates, 

WASHINGTON, DC 10510 

AGRICULTURE. NUTRITION AND 
FOR£STJIV 

"""ICING, HOUSING AND 
UlmAN AFFAIRS 

COMMfiRCE. SCIENCE AND 
T11ANSPORTA1KlN 

IIITERAMS' AI'I'AIRS 

INDIAN AFFAIIS 

I am deeply disappointed in the way the Air Force bas handled the recommendation 
process for the locatioD of Global Strike Command. 

It has c:ome to my attention that a scoring Pf'O'X'SS was employed to cYaluatc the 
prospective sites. This process was thoughtfully created and carefully executed during the 
evaluation. It resulted in Offutt Air Force Base (AFB) beiDa awarded a score of 89 out of 100 
poin1S. Tbc nearest competitor received only 81 points. Based on the outcome oftms analysis, 
Offutt AFB is the proper location for Global Strike Command. 

11helefore call on you to reject tbe Air Force's site recommendation, which ignored the 
Air Foree's own evaluation process, and to select the highest scorins site- Oft\ltt AFB- as the 
new localion of Global Strike Command. 

I understand that the next step in this procw is to conduct enviroameotal auc:ssments on 
all thm: oftbe top scorin& sites. You theaeforc have every opportunity to correct the Air fom='s 
poor judgmen& in its recommendation without causing my delay iD the process. · 

I look forward to your prompt response, and request a direct conversation or meeting 
w.itb you at your earliest convenience. I am deeply disappointed. in the Air Force•s handling of 
this matter. 

#f!~~~ 
cc: Michael Donley, Secretary of the Air Force 

Ben Nelson, United States Scuator 
Lee Terry, United States Co~ 

MUce 1ohlnns 
United States Senator 

Ill 
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WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

The Honorable William J. Lynn, III 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Lynn: 

April2, 2009 

The tragedy of September 11, 2001, is something Americans will never 
forget. Neither should we ever forget the first heroes who fought and died for us in 
our global struggle against Islamic extremism. The frrst American to die in this 
struggle was John Michael Spann, a CIA operative who was killed while collecting 
battlefield intelligence near Mazar-i-Sharif at the infamous Qala J angi fortress. 
The information surrounding the event at Qala Jangi has been well-documented in 
the Western media, including a two-and-one-half hour videotape, shot by a 
Northern Alliance intelligence official, which recorded events in the Qala Jangi 
fortress up to the moment when the uprising began, as well as a subsequent video 
of the event filmed by an on-scene foreign news crew that has aired on the 
Discovery Chrumel and the History Channel. In these videos, Spann is shown 
interviewing the first-known American Taliban/al Qaeda terrorist, John Walker 
Lindh, just moments before Spann's murder. Then-Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) Director George Tenet considered Spann's death monumental enough to 
publicly disclose his name and CIA affiliation at the time, an unprecedented act for 
the CIA. 

At that time of Spann's death, an American Navy Sea, Air, Land (SEAL) 
team member embedded in a British Special Boat Squadron team responded to the 
scene and attempted to rescue Spann. By the time he reached him, however, Spann 
had passed away. This heroic act by one American risking his life to save another 
at the earliest stages of our ongoing national struggle deserves broader 
dissemination among the American people. Recently, a Hollywood film producer, 
Mr. Brandon Hogan, made known his intention to factually depict the events that 
took place at the time of Spann's death. Mr. Hogan has been seeking factual 
information about this incident for the past five years. To date, he has conducted 
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multiple interviews with current and former U.S. officials to make certain that the 
stories of this event are not only accurate, but that the stories of the men who 
sacrificed their lives are not forgotten. 

We see no damage to national security in further disclosing more details 
concerning the events of November 25,2001, and we ask that you extend Mr. 
Hogan the opportunity to review documents and video footage of the Qala Jangi 
event. In addition, we request that information surrounding the events of 
"Operation Redwing" be made available to Mr. Hogan under the same conditions 
and circumstances the Department crafted for another Hollywood producer. As 
you will recall1 Operation Redwing was an operation that took place in 
Afghanistan during June 2005 that ultimately led to the largest loss of life in Navy 
SEAL history. 

We believe it is time to tell the stories of these heroic men involved with 
these incidents. Your accommodation to Mr. Hogan would assist in honoring the 
men who have lost their lives in Afghanistan while defending this nation. If you 
have any questions about our request, please contact Louis Tucker, the Minority 
Staff Director of the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence. Mr. Tucker can be 
reached at (202)224-1700. 

Sincerely, 

United States Senator 

~~ 
Richard C. Shelb; - - / 
United States Senator 

cc: The Honorable Leon Panetta, Director, Central Intelligence Agency 
The Honorable Dennis C. Blair, Director of National Intelligence 
The Honorable Robert M. Gates, Secretary of Defense 
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The Honorable Robert Gates, Secretary 
U.S. Pepartment of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington,_ DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

April 3, 2009 

Ia! 002 

720 HART SI!NATI' 0FACE BUilDING 
WAllt!llOG'TOII, DC 20510 

{202) 224-Gii51 
F~(202}228-0012 

www.bennefscm.senate.gav 

On April2, 2009, the U.S. Air Force announced that it had chosen BarksdaJe Air Force Base in Louisiana as the 
location of the new Global Strike Command to oversee the Air Force's nucleu operations •. In press reports 
announcing this decision, 'I was greatly ()oncerned to see allegations by a member of the Nebraska Congressional 
delegation that military commanders have asserted tha.t politics play a role in the' decision of the location of 
major new commands. 

Yet the Omaha World-Herald reported on April3, 2009, tbat "Rep. Lee Teuy said that while military 
cg~derJ; ltl-.iDtain~Ji~.l:bat.paljtics..are.lloti.nYolved..in. mch..docisions, tho¥ ~-in pmoate.1bat· , ~"" , ---· -·~· • -· 
politics do play a role. Terry said those politics occur primarily at the Senate level." This is a very serious· 
allegation which [believe merits serious consideration and a response by the U.S. Department of Defense 
(DoD). I atn greatly concerned by any accusation that Dop chose Barksdale Air Force Base as the locatiot:t of 
the Global Strike Command based on political considerations, particularly those in the Senate, rather than an 
objective evaluation of the qualifications of the bases. Such allegations, if left unaddressed, seriously undennine 
'the credibility and integrity of our anned services and the men and women who serve to keep our nation secure. 

I ask you to immediately investigate and report on tbe allegations by Congressman Terry as reported in die 
Omaha World-Hel'ald 1hat military commanders are basing their decisions on politics, in part in or in whole, 
rather than the interests of DoD and the security of our nation. 

Since Congressman Teny provided no specifics to back up his allegations, some could choose to discount them 
as baseless. However, since Offutt Air Force Base scored highest overall of all the bases under consideration in 
the criteria used, and rated the highest or tied for. the highest in all six individual subcategories, it is difficult to 
explain why Offutt was not selected and to ugue that politics was not the basis for this decision. 

The longer such an allegation goes unaddressed, the greater the appearance of plausibility becOJJles. Therefore, 
I am requesting an immediate and thorough-investigation of this matter and look forward to yow response. 

EBN:ceg 

cc: The Hooorable Barack Obama 

440 I\IORTH 8TH STRE!T 
SUm: 120 

I.JNOOLN, NE 68608 
14021 441-4500 

FA)(: (402147&-6753 

FIELD REPRESENTATIVE 
PosT OFFice Box 2105 
KEAHN~:V, NE 68848 

131l8)293-5818 

FIELD AEPI'IEsi!NT'.O.TIVE 
POST OFFICE Box 1472 

ScOTT58LI.IFF, NE 69363 
(!lOB) 631-7614 

1111 

FieLD fiEPFESENTAlNE 
POST OFACE Box 791 

SOUTH SIOUX CrTY, NE 687711 
(4021209-35!15 

7602 PACIFIC Sl'Re&T 
S\m205 

OMAHA, NE 118114 
(-4112) ~91-3411 

FAX: (402)391-4726 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: . 

WASHINGTON. DC 20510-4502 

APPROPRIATIONS 

JUDICIARY 

A recent report by Human Rights Watch (HRW) describes the use ofU.S.-manufactured 
white phosphorus (WP) artillery shells during Operation Cast Lead in Gaza (December 
27,2008- January 18, 2009). According to HRW's field investigation, all of the WP 
shells that HRW found in Gaza are from the same lot, manufactured in the United States 
and marked: THS89D112-003 155MM M825El. It is my Wlderstanding that THS89 is 
the manufacturer identification code denoting that the shells were produced in April, 
1989 .by Thiokol Aerospace, which operated the Louisiana Anny Ammunition Plant at 
the time; 112-003 are the interftX and sequence numbers, which denote that several lots 
of the same ammunition were being produced simultaneously; 155MM stands for the 
caliber of the artillery shell. M825El is the U.S. military designation for an older 
remanufactured M825 white phosphorous shell that has been brought up to the current 
M825Al standard. 

Additionally, Reuters news agency photographed Israeli Defense Force (IDF) M109 
artillery units near the Gaza strip handling M825Al projectiles on January 4, 2009 with 
the lot number PB-91 JO 11-002A, indicating these were produced in the United States at 
the Pine Bluff Arsenal in September 1991. 

There are also reports that WP was air-burst over densely populated urban· areas during 
the military campaign. In order to better understand how American manufactured WP 
got to the IDF's arsenal and also how U.S. tactics, techniques, and procedures (TIPs) 
may differ from IDF TIPs, we would appreciate your answers to the following questions: 

Under what mechanism was the white phosphorus from the two lots noted above 
transferred/sold to Israel? 

- Are there any transfer or use restrictions placed upon Israel by the United States? 
- ·noes the U.S. still provide Israel with WP munitions? If so what type? When 

was the most recent transfer/sale of WP to Israel? 
- How much WP has the U.S. sent to Israel in the last 10 years? 
- Who produces and where is WP currently produced in the United States? 

Where does the U.S. Army get WP munitions from? 

VERMONT OFFICES: COURT HOUSE PLAZA. 11111 MAIN STREET, BURLINGTON 1021863-2525 
FEDEMI.IUllliiiG. AOOM 338, MONT'I'EUER 110212~ 

OR DIAL T0U. FREE ~1.S 

SENATOR_I.EAHYeLENIV .5Ett ... TE.OCW 

PRINTED DN RiECYC.ED PAPER 1111 



- What are the U.S. Army's TTPs for employment of 155MM WP? 
o Does the U.S. Army air burst WP? For what reason? What are the 

restrictions? 
o Does the U.S. Army allow WP to be fired over urban areas? What if any 

restrictions are placed on such actions? 
o Why does the U.S. Army employ WP, beyond the creation of 

smokescreens? 
o In what manner does the U.S. Army employ WP? 
o At what level is the employment of WP authorized? 
o Does the U.S. Army still use WP as a weapon as it did in the Second 

Battle of Fallujah in 2004? If so, what restrictions are placed on the use of 
WP as a weapon? 

- What alternatives to WP does the US Army have available to it? Under what 
conditions would it employ an alternative to WP? 

. Thank you for your assistance. 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
l 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ttnitcd ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051Q-6050 

April l, 2009 

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Committee on 
Anned Services, Senator Jack Reed plans to travel to Kuwait, United Arab Emirates, 
Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Iraq during the period April 13-20, 2009. Senator Reed will 
be accompanied by Ms. Elizabeth King, his personal staffer who has been designated to 
the Committee. 

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in 
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier and military air 
transportation, as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the 
Anny could be designated as the action agency for this travel. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 
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JACK REED. RHODE ISlAND 
DANIEL K. AKAICA.. HAWAII 
BILL NELSON, FLORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON. NEBRASKA 
EVAN BAYH,lNOIANA 
JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA 
ClAIRE McCASKILL, MISSOURI 
MARK UDALL. COLORADO 
KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROltNA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROLANO W. BURRIS. 1\.LINOIS 

JOHN McCAIN, ARIZOIIA 
JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SE.SS:IONS, ALABAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBUSS. GEORGIA 
LINDSEY GRA>IAM, SOUTH CAROLINA 
JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOT4 
MEL M""TINEZ. FLORIDA 
ROGER ~- WIC1tEft, MISSISSIPPI 
RICHARD BURR. NORTH CAROLINA 
DAVID VITIER, LO\JISIAIIIA 
SUSAN M. COlLINS, MAINE 

RICHARD 0. O.BOBES. STAFF DIREC"rOR 
JOSEI'H W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

CJ.anit£d ~tat£S ~£nat£ 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

April 1, 2009 

This letter is to request assistance for Mr. Adam J. Barker, 
Research Assistant, on the Senate Armed Services Committee, to 
travel by commercial transportation to California and Illinois, 
during the period April 5-10, 2009. 

The purpose of his trip is to visit facilities at Camp 
Pendleton, Naval Special Warfare Command, MCAS Miramar, and Third 
Fleet HQ in California; and Navy Recruit Training Command (Battle 
Station 21) in Illinois to receive briefings on issues pertinent 
to current operations and needs for the upcoming fiscal year, as 
well as meetings with officers and enlisted personnel on issues 
of concern. It is requested that the Department of the Navy be 
assigned the action agent for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary 
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized 
by 31 u.s.c. 1108(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

•••ilill 



President Barack Obama 
. The White House . 

Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

tinitnf i'tatrs ~rnatr 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

March 26, 2009 

We are writing to urge you to retain adequate funding for the Next Generation Bomber in 
the Fiscal Year 2010 defense budget. A recent media report suggests that termination of :the 
Next Generation Bomber is being propcised by your administration as the Pentagon fmalizes its 

· FY20 10 budget request. We believe termination of the Next Generation Bomber wau\d do 
tremendous damage to our nation•s future ability to project power abroad, and runs counter to 
what senior defense officials in your Administration have stated about the need for a Next 
Generation Bom·ber. 

As you know, the 2006 Quadrennial Defense Review directed the Air Force to "develop a 
new land-based, penetrating long range strike capability to be fielded by 2018." The need for 
this new long range strike capability is mgent because, while our current wars.are beiitgfought 
in undefended airspace, the conflicts of the near-tenn future will likely feature heavily defended· 
airspace, due in large part to the proliferation of relatively inexpensive, but extremely . , 
sophisticated and deadly air defense systems. As General Michael Maples, Director of the 
Defense Intelligence Agency, noted during a March 10, ?009 Senate Anned ·Services Committee 
hearing on worldwide threats, "Russia, quite frankly, is the developer of most of those [adv~ced 
air defense] systems and is exporting those systems both to China and to other countrjes in the 
world." 

Nearly half of our bombednventory pre-dates the Cuban Missile Crisis. The 8w52 is a 
robust aircraft, but it is no longer survivable in defended airspace~ While the.B- I can be 
upgraded, it still lacks the vital stealth technology that affords a greater level of protection in 
defended airspace. With owy sixteen combat ready B:-2 bombers currently available with vital 
stealth technology tO hold targets deep in heavily defended airspace at risk, a decision to 
terminate the Next Generation Bomber would severely diminish o.ur ability to project power on a 
global scale in the future. Should you decide to tenninate this important program, the 
consequences to our national security would be grave. 

Aside from our view about the urgent need· for development of the Next Generation 
Bomber. senior officials you have s.elected to lead the Department of Defense have· stated the 
need for a Next Generation Bomber. Secretary of Defense Robert Gates discussed the need for a 
new bomber as recently as January of this year, in an article for Foreign Affairs entitled "A 
Balanced Strategy," writing that the United States' ability to strike fro~ o:ver the horizon will be 
at a premium in future conflicts and "will require shifts from short-range to loriger-range 
systems. such as the next~generation bomber.•• Michele Flournoy, Under Secretary of Defense 



for Policy, stated at her nomination hearing qn January 15, 2009 that "I think the need for long­
range precision strikes that can penetrate the most sophisticated enemy air defenses is absolutely 
critical." 

With an aging bomber fleet that is highly vulnerable to inexpensive yet sophisticated air 
defense systems rapidly being acquired by potential adversaries ofthe United States, continued 
development of the Next Generation Bomber is vital to our nation's future security. As senior 
defense officials within your Administration have stated, the need for a Next Generation Bomber 
is absolutely critical. Therefore, we respectfully urge you to continue development ofthe·Next 
Generation Bomber. 

Thank you for your atten.tion to this important matter. 

DAVID VIITER 
United States Senator 

/JA~ 
~~HNcoJ.: I .. 

United States Senator 

Sincerely, · 

-~'--~~ -OHNSO 

United Stat enator 

YHUTCHISON 

cc: Honorable Peter R. Orszag, Director, Office of Management and Budget 
Honorable Robert Gates, Secretary of Defe~se 
Honorable Michele Flournoy, Under Secretary of Defense, Policy 
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The Honorable Michele Flournoy 
Undersecretary of Defense for Policy 
Washington, DC 20001 

Dear Secretary F!oumoy, 

WASHINGTON, OC 20510·2503 

April 3, 2009 

Whal I have heard aboul lhe l,rc5ident's initial approach to formnlaring and executiq. a 
comprehensive strategy for Afghanistan and PakiSiilll is encouraging. This week I spoke at tb~ 
National Pre~ Club and the United States Institute ofPeace, offering my opinions on the 
regional situation and discussing my thDughts on the l~esidcnt's strategy. I am attaching a copy 
of my USIP speech for your consideration. 

While I still have some reservations about specific details of the strategy thall have not 
yet seen, I am cautiously optimistic that a well-resourced COIN Strategy, fully synchronized 
with development and governance assistance, will prevail. J believe that we can defeat al Qa'ida 
and the Taliban, and establish a stable Afghanistan. I also believe that there is still time to turn 
Pakistan back from the brink of radicalization and internal destruction. 

As th.e Vice Chairman of the Senace Select Committee on Intelligence and as an active 
membcrofth~ Defense Subcommittee and the Foreign Opet'ltions Subcommiteee of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee, I expect to play a central role in the Senate in working with you and 
other policy IIJakers to address and resource appropriately our nation's strategy to suceccd .in this 
region. 

1 am dedicated to working with you, other administration officials, and with my 
colleagues in the Congress to ensure that we win this war. When we do, our nation will emerge 
safer, stronger, and better protected from the forces of terrorism. We ha\'e no other option than 
to face rids cbai.lcngc head on 

I look forward to continued dialogue on this nlatter. 

EDClosure 

• 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington,.DC 20301 

March 30, 2009 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

We are concerned that veterans who served in Iraq and Afghanistan may be ill, and some may 
have actually died, as a result of exposure to dangerous toxins produced by bum pits used to 
destroy waste. The ·Military Times reports that scores of returning veterans who were exposed to 
bwn pits display similar symptoms: chronic bronchitis, asthma, sleep apnea, chronic coughs~ and 
allergy-like symptoms. Several also have cited heart problems, lymphoma, and leukemia We 
write to request that you direct relevant DoD personnel to fully comply with the VA's requests 
for infonnation needed to study the impact of these potential environmental exposures. 

Our experience with treating illnesses caused by Agent Orange and Gulf War Illness taught us 
that we must be vigilant in monitoring and treating our veterans long after they have returned 
from the battlefield. Although the Department of Defense c1l!Tently maintains that there are no 
health dangers to troops from exposure to burn pits, we believe it is premature to dismiss 
concerns raised about burn pits after only a few years. 

As you know, a joint study of the burn pit at Balad Air Base found that toxins were present, 
including carcinogens such as dioxin, but that they did not exceed military exposure guidelines 
for those exposed to the fumes for one year. The Defense Health Board revieWed the study last 
year. While the Board found that the study was generally adequate, it identified several 
weaknesses in the ~y. ~eluding the lack of a comprehensive analysis.ofthe interaction of 
various toxins and the failure to conduct a valid study of relevant health records. It identified 
several ways in which the Army could improve its examination of dioxin serum sampling and 
analysis of respiratory illnesses. 

~ Independent scientists•who have reviewed the joint study of the Balad Ai_r Base have informed us 
that there is a significant danger that veterans may become ill as a result of exposure to fumes 
emanating from such burn pits. They also noted that the underlying data supporting the study 
was not included and that it will be difficult to ascertain the potential health care implications of 
exposure to the fumes without this data 

For this reason, we request that you make this underlying data available to our staff and to the 
Government AccoWltability Office for its review, in a classified setting if required. 

Meanwhile, the real indicators of the dangers to veterans are the long-term health measures of· 
those exposed rather than less reliable environmental reports. Therefore, the study of those 
known to be exposed by burn pits should be the primary focus. . · 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 



Responding to a recent Congressional request along these lines, Veterans Affairs Secretary 
Shinseki gave assurance that he is taking seriously our concerns about the dangers of burn pits. 
In the enclosed message, Secretary Shinseki committed to take the following actions which relate 
to the Department of Defense: 

1. VA scientists have begun health studies on veterans of the cutTent conflicts in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, including requesting assistance from the Department of Defense (DoD) for 
troop exposure and location data. 

2. VA is working with DoD to obtain all relevant exposure data with the goal of 
establishing potential correlations with health problems among affected veterans. To this 
end, VA has established a data sharing agreement with DoD that grants access to this data 
for separated veterans. VA scientists will also review data gathered from DoD's Post 
Deployment Health Assessment (PDHA) surveys, which ask about exposures to smoke 
from burn pits, subsequent symptoms, and a variety of other health related questions. 

Since time is of the essence and the lives of our troops and veterans are at stake, we are 
requesting your expressed commitment that the Pentagon will fully cooperate with the VA in this 
matter so that these analyses can be completed as quickly and accurately as possible. We also 
request that you direct the relevant Department of Defense offices to fully cooperate with the 
VA' s studies. 

Thank you for your attention and assistance in this matter. 

~~ 
• 

s~~~-
Sena~r Evan Bayh Representative Steve Cohen 

Senator Ron Wf(ieil 
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The Honorable Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 
' 

WASHINGTON, DC 2061Q-1404 

March 20, 2009 

COMMITTEES: 

AIIMED SERVICES 
BANKING. HOUSING. AND URIAN AFFAIRS 

SELECTCOMumE& ON IHTnliGIENCE 

SMAlL BUSINESS 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON .o.GitiG 

I!IIIERGY 

I write today about a pending regulation regarding the use of specialty metals melted in the 
United States for defense items. As I understand, this and many other regulations have been put 
on hold pending a review by your Administration. 

I believe that it is important to maintain a strong defense industrial base, and that a domestic 
supply of strategic materials is vital to our national security. As such, I have supported 
Congressional efforts to ensure that the Department of Defense (DOD) purchases domestic 
specialty metals. However, I am aware that $er~ are outstanding questions regarding how the 
DOD should interpret the SpecialtY Metals Aniendment (10 U.S.C~ 2533b). . 

•• • • t ' 

I have written letters to senior Dbb officials in iec~nt II)onths regarding th~ interpretatio~ of 
recent statutory changes to the provision, which were enacted in'the FY 2008 National Defense 
Authorization Act. I am not alone in my questions ori this issue. nie House ·Armed Services 
Committee also included language in its Report on the FY 2009 National Defense Authorization 
Act expressing its concern regarding DOD's prelim~ inteipretation of the statutory changes 
with respect to two points: (1) the definition of''commercial-off-the-shelf-items (COTS) for 
purposes of the Specialty Metals Amendrile'nt; and (2) the definition of the term "produced," and 
whether the proposed definition would change the melting requirement of the law. 

The DOD issued a proposed rule in July 2008 that was not in concurrence with what was in the 
report for the FY 2008 National Defense Authorization Act. The proposed rule allowed 
components to be COTS items if the companent is modified for military applications. However, 
as I understand, current law requires that a COTS item to be ~offered to the Gov~ent, without 
modification, in the same form in which it is sold in the. comrileicial marketplace." 

I am also conc~med the pro.Posed rule ~y create a preced~ni by permitting the use of imported 
specialty metals - such as minor ·plate- which are subjected to· miniriutl processing operations 
following importation. While I remain ·adamantly in favor ofany ·actions necessary to provide 
force protection equipment to our military, I as1,c that your staff consider whether the waivers and 
exceptions in the existing statutory framework inay Jl)ake this expansion.ofth.e definition . 
unnecessary. · ·· · · · · ·. · ·' -- · - . 

; ,.· 

• 4 •• • ·.:· 



Further, as I understand, the DOD's proposed rule was never issued as a final regulation. 
However, the Genera] Services Administration (GSA) recently incorporated it into a final rule 
(48 CFR Parts 2, 3, 12, 23; 25, and 52) in an effort by GSA to be consistent with the definition 
that was provided in draft fonn by the DOD. In order to fix this problem, I ask that these GSA 
provisions be part of your regulatory review and subject to revision ~ordingly. 

The proposed DOD rule implementing changes in the Specialty Metals Amendment, and the 
regulatory changes adopted by the GSA, warrant full consideration. I am concerned how they 
will impact the ability of domestic specialty metals manufacturers to produce and supply these 
materials, aDd how they may create a dependency on offshore sources for these critical materials. 

' . 

Our·military cannot permit supply disruptions in a time of war. I believe that the Specialty 
Metals Amendment provides the incentive our metals suppliers need to invest in the 
technologically advanced materials that remain vital to our defense industrial base. We ask that 
your Administration consider these matters in the course of its regulatory review. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you or your staff have any questions or concerns. Thank 
you for your continued service and leadership. 

cc: Director Peter Orszag 
Secretary Robert Gates 

EvanBayh 
United States Senator 



EDWARD M. KENNEDY 
MASSACHUSEITS 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear~ Oltea: . . ~ .... -------

ti.nittd ~mtts ~matt 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-2101 

February 24, 2009 

, I"m 'M'iliba to roquest your support for fuadiat of the C.. for~ ofMOdiciDe IDil 
Innovative Technology (CIMIT) in the President's Filcal v.- 2010 Depu1.mllatofDefenlc budpt ill the 
amount of SlS million. 

CIMIT, a research consortium in MassachuseUs consisting of 12 member institutions, was founded 
10 years ago by a medical innovator and Vietnam veteran to improve oombat casualty and soldier/civilian 
care by brin&ing together clinicians and engineen to encourage more rapid and effective development of 
innovative. medical technology, procedw-es and processes. The consortium consists of Massachusetts 
General Hospital, Brigham and Women's Hospital, Partners HealthCaJe, MasSGbusetts Institute of 
Technology, the Charles Stark Draper Laboratory, Beth lsrael Deaconess Medical Center, Boston Medical 
Center, Boston University, Children's Hospital Boston, Newton-Wellesley Hospital, and the VA Boston 
Healthcare System. The Center itself is located at Harvard Medical School. 

CIMIT investigators have developed innovative technologies and new treatments in a timely fashion 
in major areas of need: Trauma and Casualty Care, Infection Control and Sepsis, Spinal Cord Injury, 
Enhancing Performance, and Skin and Milscle Imtervation. They have established new programs on 
Traumatic Brain Injury, and Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, and these programs are led by nationally 
recognized research clinicians who address these serious and growing challenges. 

The coasortium has already established linb widl the Depertment to translate its iimovational 
research to Drototweltestina and commercialization, IIDd the Department bas expressed interest in using the 
CIMIT model to ficilitate tianstatiODII NSeadl supported or conducted by its ·own personnel. 

CIMIT has the potential to be a major assistant to the Department in protecting and treating our 
soldiers, and I hope very much that you will support this funding. 

With gieat respect and my warmest wishes· 

·-·~·~ 
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VETERANS' AFPAIRS 

The Honorable Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

April 8, 2009 

A1J the Depmiment of Defense evaluates candidates for positions at the Pentagon, I hope you will 
consider Dr. Mark Wayda, of Columbus, Ohio. I have every confidence that Dr. Wayda would 
be an invaluable addition to the Administration. Dr. Wayda. bfJ8 an outstanding career with a 
diverse background in joint operations, legislative relations, public affairs, and political 
communication. 

In his current role at the Adjutant General's Department of the Ohio National Guard, Dr. Wayda 
conc11t'l'el\tly manages the Department's Government Relations and Publie Affairs programs. In 
these roles, he has built lasting relationships with political advisors, policymakers, and Defense 
Department leaders, on the loeal, state. and federal levels, as well as managed all internal and 
external communications for the Ohio National Guard. Dr. Wayda has been instrumental in 
leading one of our nation1s largest National Guard forces> and has received the Ohio 
Distinguished Service Medal, the highest award a civilian may receive. 

During Dr. Wayda's time as the Chief of Executive Staff at the State Medical Board of Ohio, he 
successfully served as a liaison between the Medical Board and outside orgacintions, oversaw 
its budget, and supervised multiple departments. 

I am confident that Dr. Wayda. has the knowledge and experience necessary to succeed at the 
Department of Defense. He would serve our nation well at the national level as a valuable and 
trusted professional. Thank you for considering Dr. Wayda. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

212 
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FUCHAFW 0. DEBOBE$, STAFF OU\ECTOR 
JOSEPH W. 60WAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ilnitro ~mtrs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

April 7, 2009 

As Chairman and Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on PersolUlel, we are concerned about 
suicides by military members. 

On March 18, 2009 the Subcommittee held a hearing to examine the recent increase in military 
suicides and efforts by the services to prevent suicide. On March 25, 2009, the Subcommittee 
held a hearing on reserve component issues which also included a discussion of suicides of 
members of the National Guard and Reserve. 

We are concerned that the Reserve Components are not consistently reporting suicides by all 
service members, particularly those who are not in an active duty status. We be1ieve that to 
accurately understand both the extent of military suicides and the entire population at risk, the 
Department must require reporting of all suicides within the total force. This data also should be 
provided to researchers who are assisting the Department in the design of effective prevention 
strategies. 

We.request that you review the procedures of each of the reserve components for collecting and 
reporting suicide data, and institute uniform policies and procedures to ensure that suicides by 
members of the reserve components are reported as part of the total force of the Department of 
Defense. 

We request that you report to the Subcommittee within 90 days on the results of your review and 
actions taken to address these concerns. 

Sincerely~ 

E. Ben 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Personnel 
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The Honorable Robert Wilkie 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1300 Defense Pentagon · 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Wilkie: 

iinitnt ~tatrs ~cnatr 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051Q-6025 
http://appropriations.senate.gov 

March 31, 2009 

I have received the enclosed proposal from officials at Momentive Performance Materials 
in Sistersville, West Virginia, regarding the company's "Green Silanes" Process 
Development and Manufacturing project. 

I would appreciate your reviewing the enclosed proposal, and providing me with your 
comments about it. 

Thanking you in advance for your assistance, I am 

RCB:bwb 
Enclosure 



JACK REED 
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tinittd £'tatrs ~matt 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-3903 

. . i ,. .. March 20, 2009 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

W~OC: 

728 111ft s..- Office &.ildlng 
Woohinglan. DC 20511>-3903 

12021 224-4642 

1000 a.opol \Aow lkdooerd. Suite 290 c.-. RJ 02920-3074 
!4011943-3100 

One~ Tcrece, Room 408 
Prolllclonce, Rl 02903-1773 

!4011528-5200 

1 111001284--4200 

TOO IWoy Rlloclo Ward 
I (800) 74S-6SSS 

I write to strongly recommend ~...-<_6 ____ ____. to serve on the Defense Policy Board. 

(b)(6) is a woman of remarkable talent and intellect who possesses extensive subject 
matter expertise and sound foreign policy judgment. 

Cwrently, (b)(S) is a visiting professor at Tufts University's Fletcher School of Law 
and Diplomacy ere s e ectures on international security and nuclear regulation and 
proliferation matters. Prior to her tenure as visiting professor (b)(6) t at the Kennedy 
School of Govenunent and served as Vice Chair and Senior Consultant of the Conflict 
Management Group, a non·profit international dispute resolution organization. 

Recognizing her talents and abilities, in 1977, President fb!lF anno1 ted®<6
> :Jas 

Assis1ant Secretary. and later Under Secretary, of the Air Fon:e~~ _was charged with a 
wide nnge of responsibilities, including oversight of~n implementation of the 
depamnent ~udget, and man-power iSS\JtS. ~ (b)(S) awarded the :pistinguisbed 
Serviu Medal for .ber re~kable .$Crvice to our natio~. She a strong professional record, 
and I have attached her reswne for your review. .. · 

Throughout her career. (b)(S) mmi1ment to academia an4 public service has 
remained steadfast. She serves as Chairwoman of the Project on International Institutions and 
Conflict Management at Harvard Law School. She is a member of the CoWJcil on Foreign 
Relations and has a)lthored numeroUs publications QD defense and national secwity p,olicy . . 
including, most rec~tly, How American Threat Behavior Threatens N~o':"l! Security. 

PRINTED ON AE~LEO PAPER 
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The President 
The White House 

tinittd ~tatts ~matt 
WASHINGTON, DC 2051~904 

April 13, 2009 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue. NW 
Washington~ DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President, 

CoMMimf ON Til! 8U"""T 

tol'MITT&E Qll f<>MMIN flliLAffO'tS 

. CoMWITI'EE ON 'THE JU...,..,Y 

SEUCT C.,._,_ Off 'lomu,IIJINCI 

~TIC PclucvCoU-

I am very pleased by the safe rescue of Captain Richard Phillips and the crew of 
the Maersk Alabama, and applaud your excellent handling of this crisis. lam also 
pleased by your administration's expressed commitment to bolster the 
international naval presence and capabilities in the waters off the Hom of Africa to 
deter attacks, as well to strengthen the international legal framework to bring these 
pirates to justice. I look forward to working with you, Secretary Clinton and 
Secretary Gates in this regard. 

As you know~ piracy off the coast of Somalia is a symptom of the state collapse 
and instability on land; thus, any military actions we take will only be stopgap 
measures. In recent Congressional testimony, Director of National Intelligence 
Blair and Defense Intelligence Agency Director Anny Lt. General Michael 
Maples cited lawlessness and economic problems on land for the rise in piracy at 
sea. The ultimate solution to the problem of piracy, then, is the establishment of a 
functional government that can enforce the rule ofla:w. During the rule ofthe 
Council of Islamic Courts in 2006, there was a notable decline in piracy that can 
be attributed, in large part, to the rise of a central authority in southern Somalia. 
Without replicating the repressive rule of the Courts, we must keep in mind that 

. establishing a central governing structure in Somalia is critical to resolving. not 
just stopping, the problem of piracy. 

In February 2009,1 sent you a Jetter, which I have attached, that outlines the 
essential need to develop a comprehensive interagency strategy to stabilize 
Somalia and support effective governance. With the strategic review now 
underway, I reiterate my belief that expanded U.S. support for the new unity 
government must be a central component of that strategy. Furthennore. we must 
seize the· opening that lies before us by publicly declaring our commitment to 
high-level, sustained engagement that could help Somalia overcome the many 
challenges to peace and stability. 

0 401 ~tH SlftfCT 
A,_410 
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I met with President Sheik Sharif during a trip to the region this past December, 
just before his election, and met last month with the new government's Foreign 
Minister here in Washington D.C. In both meetings we discussed the importance 
of an inclusive process to unite Somalia and the importance of U.S. support to 
achieve that goal. 

Just as you have personally become engaged in the problem of piracy otT 
Somalia's coast, it is essential that you personally engage in U.S. efforts to address 
its origins on land. As a first step, I urge you to call President Sheik Sharif and 
indicate a clear commitment to work with his government not only on maritime 
insecurity issues, but also to help establish security and functional, inclusive 
governance within the country. This should be coordinated with other levels of 
engagement and complemented by ongoing discussions with our regional and 
international partners on a comprehensiv·e plan to support this transitional 
government and stabilize Somalia. 

We have a unique opportunity with the current level of attention to Somalia's 
waters to focus on developing a strategic approach that incorporates the broader 
probJems facing Somalia. I urge you to seize this opportunity, and stand ready to 
support and work with you on a comprehensive strategy that can help bring 
stability to this region. If we do not take this critical step, we will continue to 
see Somalia's historic instability manifest itself in piracy and growing extremism, 
both of which pose serious security threats in the region and around the globe. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
RusseJl D. Feingold 
United States Senator 

CC: The Honorable Hillary Clinton 
Secretary of State 

The Honorable Robert Oates 
Secretary of Defense 

The Honorable Dennis Blair 
Director of National Intelligence 

2 
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Honorable Roben M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentaaon 
Wasb.inaton. DC 10301·1 000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Aprlll4, 2009 

Ill foiSt W.s•''"'" .,..,.,11\1111 :101 
w-..L~. "'...,._7,41 

110'11 , ... , ... 

Those who serve in the National Guard are being asked to do m.oro in the serviee of our 
Nation than they have ever dono before and I applaud your efforts to seamlessly integrate cur 
Guarclsmen into the total forca. Among those Ouatdamcn wrrently scrvin& abroad are the 
members of the Alaska National Guard's 207rJJ Aviation Resbnent. who were deployed to 
. Kosova in November 2008 for a one year peacekeeping mission. 

S!I'Viee members serving in K.osovo are entitled to participate in the Kosovo R&R.leave 
program. This prosram provides up to 15 days of R&R.leave at aovemment expenso. However, I 
have come to lemu tha.llb.e program iUidelines cap airfare reimbursement at the cost to travel 
from Kosovo 10 Frlllklurt. Germany or Baltimore, Maryland. In re=tt weeks I have heard from 
the spouses of .members of the 201h Aviation Resiment that this cap is insufficient 10 cover the 
cost of travel from l<osavc to the Alaska homes of OUT deployed Guardsmen. The Guardsmen 
have been required to cover the difference in cost out of. their own pockets. Some of the 
Guardsmen have served in the Pmian Oulf and wonder why their R&R trip to Alaska was fully 
paid in that instance but only partially paid in this one. 

I understand tbat it is possible for your office to grant a waiver on this cap whieh would 
ooablc the Alaaka Guardsmen to truel home f'or R&R entirely at government expense. I also 
understand that the chain of commancl hu Initiated the process of &nmting a waiver. I would 
encourage you to grant the waiver when it com.t~ before you. 

One or more Aluka Guardsmen may currently be in transit oil their R&R nips. 1 would 
hope that the waiver, if granted. would enable these Guardsmen to seek reimbursem.eat for the 
difference between the capped RAR reimbmsement amount wheQ they began their trip and the 
tnaldmum amount allowable under t~ waiver. if granted. 

HQW'l&GEANP~BMAL 
IIIUII~OWIICI.SriVATI.OCV 
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While it ma.y coat a bit more to return an Alulca Guardsman home for RAR. than some of 
his comrades in arms, the increuteDtal investment is returned in dedication to service and family 
stability. Thank you for all that y()u and your team do to protect our Nation•s secwity. 

' MW'kow.sld 
United States Senator 

2!2 



JAMES M. INHOFE 

0KL.AHOMA 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

April 5, 2009 

Honorable William Lynn 
1010 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20310-1010 

Dear Mr. Lynn, 

I would like to invite you to join the civic leaders of 
Lawton Oklahoma and the members of the Lawton Fort Sill 
Chamber of Commerce to the Annual Capitol Hill Breakfast 
on Thursday, Aprii3Q, 2009. . ·· 

The breakfast will commence at 8:00 am in the Senate 
Caucus Room (#325), Russell Senate Office Building. We 
will enjoy a delicious meal, as well as enjoy the company of 
friends. 

Kindly RSVP to Joslyn Wood at 580-354-0021 or e­
mail her at jwood@lawtonfortsillchamber.com. We look 
forward to seeing you at the breakfast. 

Sincerely, 

James M. lnhofe 
United States Senator 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

-·llnitcd ~mtcs ~cnatc 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIOr-.JS 

WASHINGTON, DC 20!:>1Q--6025 
htrp:/i~ppropr~atioos.sena~e.gov 

March 27. 2009 

I recently met with Secretary Schlesinger on the findings of the Task Force 
you established to ex~mine the management of the Department's nuclear ~capons 
and to continue an on-going dialogue I have with him on security issues in the 
Asia-Pacific region. 

He brought to my attention tlie fact that the United States participates in 
tormal meetings on nuclear posture with NATO member countries through the 
Nuclear Pianning Group; however, there is nothing equivalent to the NATO model 
in the Pacific region. As you know, the u;s. nuclear presence proyides a credible 
deterrent to a large nuclear build-up in that part ofthe worid.l am aware the 
government of Japan, in particular, is worried that the U.S. will make a unilateral 
decision to downgrade or withdraw its nuclear capabilities from the Pacitic. 

It is my understanding that the Japanese government would like to establish 
a more fonnal relati.onship with the United States to discuss nuclear matters and 
gain assurance that the U.S. nuclear umbrella remains strong in the region. I 
believe it may be worthwhile to cons.ider a similar arrangement to NATO~s 
Nuclear Planning Group for our allies in the Pacific such as Australia, Japan, and 
Korea. I would appreciate your thoughts and insights on this important matter. 

Sincerely, 



APR. 21. 2009 1:09PM 

ttnittd ~tates ~tnatt 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defe.nsc 
The Pentagon. Room 3E718 
~~n,D.C.20301·1DOO 

Dear Sccretuy Oates: 

WASHINGTON. DC 20510 

April21, 2009 

NO. 17H P. 2 

We are wrltiq to request that you include $25 million in funding for the Gulf War IllDess 
R.esearc:h Program (GWIRP) of the Congressionally Ditected Medical Researcll · 
Programs (CDMRP) of the US Amry Medical Research and Materiel Comma in 1ho 
Department ofDefeDJe•s complete budget submission oxpec.ted in the weeks ahead. 

This request fonows the November release of the Congressionally-rrumdated Research 
Advisory Committee (RAC) on Gulf War Illnesses 454-pase mport, which concludes that 
''[ t ]he extensive body of scientific research now available consistently IDC!ieates that Gulf 

. War illness is teal, that it is the result ofneuro~xic exposures d.urins OulfWar 
deployment, and that few veterans have recovered or Nbstantially improved with time. " 1 

At least 175,000 veterans, ono in four of those who deployed. arc affected. The 
Committee called for a '1-encwed federal research commitment .•. to identify cffeotive 
treatments .•• to achieve the critical objectives of improving the hWth of Gulf War 
v~ and preventing similar problems in future deployments . .a 

A& you may know, over the last fom years, Congress has provided S23 million for the 
CDMRP to fund peer-reviewed and mtrit-hased research in10 treatment~ for this complex 
multi-symptom disorder (i1JrJndias widespread pain, cognitive im.pairmen.t, and persistent 
fatigue, in conjunction with other abnormalities) known as OulfWar Illnesses. This 
research is not only imporamt to Gulf War veterans, but to ourrcnt and future force health 
protection; not to mention public health generally. Unfortunately, exposures to toxins. 
chemical weapons, and other hazardous substances are a permanent reality for our service 
membors. We need to make sure we have the ctrcciive defensive measures and 
treatments in place for service members that are exposed. Sfnce.no substantial treatJUnts 

1 U.S. DepatlmCZlt ofVoteraoa Afflin, Rosomh Advisory Committoo. OJl Gulf'WII' Vctenms" IlluDues, 
Gw1/'Wt11' l11n.s11Wi tM BNI/h D/GII/fWfll' YetDYIItl: Sct~n~ljlc Fmdings llltd RscOJIImMdaliMJt by Binns 
;tal. (W~ D.C., November2001), p.l7. 

Ibid., p.2. 
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are euttcntly available for Oulf War veterans 18 years after the ond of the war1 clearly, . 
our work is not yet complete. 

After years of the government wasttng significant resouroes on studies focused on trying 
to explain why these veterans of. the first Gulf War were not sick, tho research funded and 
managed by CDMRP is ~cusing on exactly what is most important: treatmcn1S. In Fiscal 
Year 2006 CDMRP received 80 ~proposals for research, 31 full research submissions 
and awarded 9 research grants. In Fiscal Year 2008 CDMRP received 113 pre-proposals, 
48 full submissions, and awarded 12. In Fiscal Year 2009 it is expected that this growing 
trend of scientific interest in conducting this research will continue. However, with the 
~urrent level of resources allotted to the researoh, tho effort to find treatments i.s • 
expanding in a far too incremental fashion. PUDding at the S25 million level will provide 
the program with approximately $13 million for pilot studies to identify cfi'ective 
treatments and diagnostic tests, $8 million for clinical trials of treatments idemiticd as 
effective in previous pilot studies, and $4 million for a center of excellence to identity 
promising candidates for treatments and diagoostie tests. · 

As the Reseatch Advisory Committee teport indicates, the DoD CDMRP research 
program complemenu the Gulf War illness research program at the Dllpal'tmcut of 
Veterans Affalrs. The VA program is focused on UDderstandi!1& biolQaical mCICluinisms 
underlying Gulf War illness, which can ultimer.ely lead to the development oftreat:ments 

· to address these mcclumism.s, However. the CDMRP program is focused Ol'l pilot studies 
of promising treatmenu already approved for other conditions, so it offen tho possibility . 
of early answers. The CDMRP progratn is also open to all researchers world-wide on a 
peer-reviewed competitive basJ,s) while VA programs limit the universe of eligible 
~m. . 

The Department ofDefensc historiclilly t\mded.two-thirds of OWl research. retleeting the 
need to prevent similar problems in future deployments, bat funding for new ~War 
illnesses research wis eliminated from the DoD budget after the onset of the cmrent 
wars. Clearly we can all agree that both DoD and VA have a moral responsibility aDd 
vested interest in providing funding to advance research into treatments. 

With our request ofSlS million tor the CDMRP OulfW~ lllness Research Program we· 
are taking the first step to implement the RAC report's recommendation that "tho 
A.dminimation request mel Congress apptOpriaJc a minimum of $40 million annually to .. 
the 0epartmom ~~Defense for tho Gulf War Illness R.e8earch Program managed by 
DOD,s Office of Congressionally Directed Medical Research Prosrams. "3 With its 
independent. merit-based, and peer-reviewed process we are confident that these 

3 Ibid. pJ09. 
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resources are and will continue to be used in the best interest of our service members and 
veterans. 

Finally, we note that President Obama was a. strong supporter of the CDMRP's Gulf War 
Illness Research Program during his time in the Senate. . 

We·look forward to working with you to ensure that $25 million in funding for 
CDMRP's Oulf Wu Illness Research ~gram is contained in the final FYl 0 DoD 
budget submission. 

ll-~A., #c'l.a.-
BERN'"&' SANDERS 
United States Senator 

VIA-A~· ~~-{ 
~ussm il:' F'mwoom 
United Slates Senator 

~~~~ 
United States Senator 

Sincerely. 

cc: The Honorabl~ Eric. K. Shi118Clci, Secmary of Veterans Affairs 
The Hoft0!8hle, Peter R. Orug. Director of the Office of Management and Budget 

.. 

. ' 
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President Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Obama: 

Apri16, 2009 

We write to urge you not to allow deep cuts in U.S .. missile defense programs that 
are critically important to protecting our homeland and our allies against the growing threat 
of ballistic missiles. 

Secretary of Defense Robert' Gates today announced plans tc cancel or reduce such 
major programs as the Airborne Laser, Multiple Kill Vehicle, and the installation of 
additional Ground-Based Interceptor missiles in Alaska, and to cut the MDA's budget for 
Fiscal Year 2010 by $1.4 billion. Although we applaud Secretary Gates' commitment to 
such capabilities as THAAD and SM-3, these proposals would amount to almost a fifteen 
percent cut in the MDA budget and a major reduction in our missile defense portfolio­
actions that we fear could undermine our emerging missile defense capabilities to protect 
the United States against a growing threat. 

As you know, the threat from ballistic missiles is significant and on the rise. 
Lieutenant General Daniel Maples, the Director of the Defense Intelligence Agency, 
recently testified before the Senate Armed Services Committee that .. the threat posed by 
ballistic missile delivery systems is likely to .increase while growing more complex over 
the next decade.,. General Maples further warned that "adversary nations are increasingly 
adopting technical and operational countenneasures to defeat missile defenses.'' Ballistic 
missile technology has already proliferated worldwide and is a direct threat to both ow­
allies and our homeland. 

The threat posed by rogue states with ballistic missiles has been underscored by 
Iran and North Korea's recent missile tests. In early February, Iran launched a satellite 
atop a rocket that could be used as an intercontinental ballistic missile. Last weekend, 
North Korea tested the Taepo Dm.i.g-2, a long range missile that if successful, could have 
the range to strike Hawaii, Alaska, and possibly the West Coast of the United States. 

Although these developments highlight the danger we face. they have also revealed 
the progress our national missile defense system has made. When recently a5ked before 
the Senate Armed Services Committee whether the United States could intercept a Taepo 
Dong-2 missile that targeted the American homeland, Admiral Timothy Keating, 
Commander ofU .S. Pacific Command, and General Patrick Chilton, Commander ofU .S. 
Strategic Command, assured that we can do so· with high probability. This would not have 
been the case just a few years ago, and is only the case today because we have invested in a 
diverse set of missile defense capabilities .. 

liD 



Cooperation on ballistic missile defense is also essential to our most important 
alliances. In the Asia-Pacific region, Japan became the first among our allies to 
successfully intercept a ballistic missile with the Aegis defense system. In response to 
North Korea's growing arsenal of missiles, the Government of Japan decided six years ago 
to deploy a joint Aegis and Patriot PAC-3 missile defense and has already invested $7.9 
billion of its own funds to build a new pillar of our alliance. India has likewise expressed 
strong interest in closer cooperation on missile defense systems, which promises to become 
an area of cooperation in our growing strategic partnership. 

In the Middle Eru,-t, we continue to develop missile defense technology in close 
partnership with Israel. As you know, the State of Israel faces a uniquely pressing t:ll@at 
due to Iran's ballistic missile pmgta.rn and pursuit of weapons of mass destruction. In 
response, we have long cooperated with ISra.el to develop the Arrow family of missile 
interceptors and are now working together on the David's Sling missile defense system to 
defeat medium range rockets. These are critical programs that should not be abandoned. 

In Europe, NATO has also endorsed the importance of missile defense as a 
collaborative venture among its member states. At the Bucharest summit in Apri1200S, 
NATO formally declared that "ballistic missile proliferation poses an increasing threat to 
Allies' forces, territory, and populations. Missile defense forms part of a broader response 
to counter this threat." NATO further expressed "deep concern" over the proliferation 
activities of both Iran and North Korea. and mged the examination of a .. comprehensive 
missile defense architecture to extend coverage to all Allied territory and populations." 

In sum. cooperation on missile defense is now a critical component of many of our 
closest security partnerships around the world. We fear that cuts to the budget for missile 
defense could inadvertently undermine these relationships and foster the .impression that 
the United States is an unreliable ally. Moreover, sharp cuts would leave us and our 
friends around the world less capable of responding to the growing ballistic missile threat. 

The fact remains that our adversaries continue to invest large swns in the 
development of these weapons. The question is whether we respond by developing 
appropriate defenses against them. We therefore urge you to su.~tain the ability of the 
Missile Defunse Agency and the military services to develop an integrated, layered defense 
against the threat of ballistic missiles to the United States, our deployed forces. and our 
allies. 

We thank you for your consideration in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

JonKyl 
United States Senator 
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The Honorable Roben M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1155 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

CJanitcd ~tares ~rnBtr 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

April 28, 2008 

I am profoundly disturbed by yesterday's )ow-altitude flight of Air Force One and F- I 6 fighters 
over lower Manhattan. From press reports, I understand that Air Force One's flight mission here, 
carried out by the Department of Defense, was to fly that aircraft-a Boeing 747, equipped with state­
of-the-art command, control and communications equipment-at about I ,500 feet above lower 
Manhattan to provide a "photo opportunity" for the jet. 

Against the backdrop of September 11, the disruption and foreseeable injury to persons and 
property arising from any ensuing panic and confusion caused (or that could have been caused) by the 
supposed mission is absolutely unac:ccptable. In that context, the recent apoJogy of White House 
Military Office (WHMO) Director and his assumption of responsibility rings hollow. The supposed 
mission represents a fundamentally unsound exercise in military judgment and may have constituted an 
inappropriate use of Department of Defense resources. 

In fUrtherance of the Committee's oversight of Department of De tense resources and operations, 
I respectfully ask that you provide the tbllowing information: 

1) A description of exactly what the mission of the flyovcr was and who ultimately 
approved that mission. 

2) An estimate of the total cost associated with planning and executing that mission. 

Please provide this infonnation by Monday, May 4, 2009. If you have any questions, please 
contact Joe Bowab, at (202) 224-4928. 

lllllil~l 
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Dear Secretary Gates: 

April 16, 2009 
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I wanted to commend you for your strong support for aggressively expanding the 
development and use ofumnanned aircraft systems (UAS) so that our military can reap the 
benefits of their unique capabilities. 

As you continue to push this issue, integrating UAS training and other operations into the 
national airspace system is a key challenge that will need to be resolved. The need for 
UAS-capable airspace is only going to increase as our nation draws down forces in Iraq, 
because redeploying U AS units will have to conduct training here at home in the national 
airspace system. North Dakota, with some of the most unconstrained airspace in the 
nation, offers an ideal location to test the concepts and rules that will be needed to make 
this integration successful, and I am pleased that your Department and the Air Force have 
been working to .take advantage of this potential resOurce. 

Interagency cooperation and action are keys to developing and implementing a solution 
which is agreeable to all concerned parties - FAA, DOD, DHS, civilian airspace users, and 
others. Mr. Hank Krakowski, FAA Air Traffic Organization Chief Operating Officer, 
pledged on February 16 in Orand Forks to adopt a very aggressive timelinc for fully 
integrating UAS operations in North Dakota into the national airspace, ultimately aiming 
to resolve this issue by the summer of 20 I 0. The Red River Operations Working Group 
was created as a result ofth~ meeting, and all indications at this time are that the group is 
making great strides ~ward. achieving his vision. Colonel Ed Chupein, Air Force Chief of 
airspace and ranges, is to be commended for his co.leadership of this interagency group 
and the group's successes to date. 

Resolving this cha11enge is critical, and 1 thank you for your Department's continued 
support in this important national and homeland security matter. 

KENT CONRAD 
United States Senate 
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Dear Secretary Gates, 

tinitm ~tates ~cnatr 
Senator Tom Coburn, MD 

Russell Senate Office Building, Room 172 
Washington, DC 20S1G-3604 
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April 22, 2009 
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As part ofthe Fiscal Y~ 2010 budget resolution, the Senate unanimously adopted an 
amendment on April 2 prohibiting the payment of bonus awards to contractors whose projects 
went over budget or failed to meet basic performance requirements. While bonuses and award 
fees may have merit when they provide incentives to complete projects ahead of schedule and 
under budget, it is concerning that billions of dollars in bonuses have been paid out to contractors 
who have failed to meet the very basic requirements of contracts or have suffered major cost 
overruns. 

In addition to the 2010 Senate budget resolution, Congress enacted legislation in the 
National Defense Authorization Act of 2009 to require that the Department of Defense amend its 
regulations to "ensure that no award fee may be paid for contractor performance that is judged to 
be below satisfactory performance or performance that does not meet the basic requirements of 
the contract.,. 

The National Defense Authorization Act of2007 also required the Department to issue 
guidance and implementation instructions to this effect. In a report to Congress from October 
2008 in response to this legislation, the Office of the Undersecretary of Defense for Acquisition, 
Technology, and Logistics stated that none of the contract awards they examined "were subject 
to the provisions of Section 814 of Public Law 109-364!' 

I am extremely interested to see ifth~ changes implemented have h.A an eff«t on 
properly linking award fees to acquisition outcomes at the Department of Defense. Could you 
please provide the following information about this issuance of bonuses and award fees to 
contractors by the Department of Defense. 

1. What is your assessment of various mechanisms that could be used to ensure an 
independent evaluation of contractor performance for the purpose of making 
determinations applicable to the judging and payment of award fees? 

2. How are bonuses and award fees for contractors determined? For example, is there a 
review board or are the criteria for such awards explicitly outlined in contracts? 
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3. How many bonuses and award fees did the Department grant to contractors each year for 
calendar year 2008? What was the total dollar amorint of such bonuses and award fees in 
2008? 

4. In 2008 were bonuses and award fees been paid to contractors whose programs or 
projects reported cost ovemms or exceeded their budget? If so, how many and what was 
the total cost? Please provide the names of any such contractors. 

5. In 2008 were bonuses and award fees been paid to contractors whose programs or 
projects did not meet the basic requirements of the contract? if so, how many and what 
was the total cost? Please provide the names of any such contractors. 

6. In 2008 were bonuses and award fees been paid to contractors judged to have below 
satisfactory performance? If so, how many and what was the total cost per year? Please 
provide the names of any such contractors. · 

7. In 2008 were bonuses and award fees been paid to contractors that were recently cited for 
regulatory violations? If so, how many and what was the total cost per year? Please 
provide the names of any such contractors. 

I would appreciate a response no later than June 22, 2009. 

Thank you for your·assistance. Please do not hesitate to contact me or Jeremy Hayes of 
my staff if you have any questions. 

~~ 
Tom A. Coburn, M.D. 
U.S. Senator 
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'I he Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
l 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

April 27, 2009 

We commend you for prioritizing the development and purchase of new airborne 
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR) assets and light attack aircraft. We agree with 
you that our warfighters in Afghanistan and Iraq require a robust mix of manned and unmanned 
platfom1s to accomplish their counterinsurgency and counterterrorism missions. Given the 
relevance thcst: capabilities have across the services- as well as the continued development of 
your Project Uh~y initiative - we hope you will organi:r.e and resource additional airborne fSR 
and light attack aircraft programs on a joint hasis. 

The urgent need to provide these capabilities to our wartighters has spawned a number of 
separate development dl'orts inside the Department of Defense. For example. for more than a 
year, tht: Navy has bt-cn assessing the capabilities of small light attack aircraft with significant ISR 
capabilities. The Air Force recently studied the need for a similar capability. Based on input 
from our commanders in the field, that study may grow into stated requirements for new a"'sets. 

Moreover. the Air National Guard (ANO) is preparing to demonstrate the capabilities of 
thl! AT-6B later this year. We have strongly supported the AT-6H research and development 
effort inside the ANG for the past few years, and we hope that the Navy and Air Force will reap 
some of the benefits of a project that appears to be maturing just at the moment such capabilities 
are most needed. 

Based on conversations with the Navy, Air Force and Air National Guard, however, we 
remain concern~ that tlfforts to develop a light attack and ISR platform remain uncoordinated. 
We believe DoD should develop light attack aircraft capabilities on a joint basis. Only when the 
services are working in a coordinated fashion can we expect to get this important capability to our 
warfighters efticicntly and expeditiously. 

We hope you agree with our reconunendation, and we stand ready to work with you to fund 
a joint light attack aircraft program that draws together DoD's multiple and ongoing programs. 

Sincerely, 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

April 24, 2009 

As: the Department of Defense evaluates candidates to flll key positions (b)(6> 

of Dayton, Ohio, would be an invaluable additiom to the senior leadership~'--at~De..:--;;fcn,--sc-AT"d...-v.--r 
Research Projects Agency (DARPA). . 

DARPA's goal of maintaining military technological superiority by sponsoring revolutionary, 
high-yield research will face unprecedented challenges in the near future. Technology is rapidly 
expanding and sprc8ding around the giobe while our nation's defense budget capacity will 
remain under enonnous pressure. DARPA leadership will require proven management, 
budgetary, and scientific success. The agency will also need individuals who c:an work with all 
int~ted ~cs inside and outside ofDARPA in shaping its future .. 

.__ ____ ___,exemplary career has OOcl1 dedicated to developing novel iJUlOvations using 
infrared sensors and electnH>ptics. 6> is the fonner Chief Scientist for the Sensors 
Directorate, Air Force Research Laboratory. He has led many substantial DARPA efforts 
including the Medusa project, which is now a DARPA program at the Air Force Researdl 
Laboratory. 

As a highly decorated scientist with real world management success <6> bas been 
reoognized on nwnerous occasions for his exceptional worlc. He received the Institute of 
Electrical and Electronics Engi ~ak Award for his work in electron devices. The 
Air Force Secretary recognized <b><6> in 2006 for his dynamic and visionary 
leadership in developing sensor and countermeasure technology by presenting him with the 
Meritorious Presidential Rank Award. 

As the Defense Department SOC'b to bolster its intelli cc, surveillance, and reconnaissance as a 
national priority, I have no doubt that (b (6) knowledge and experience would help 
ensure DARPA continues to play an integral role in that effort 

1bank you for your consideration. 
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The Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Secretary 
The U.S. Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1155 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

I am writing you concerning the February 6. 2009 memorandum from the United States 
Anny Test and Evaluation Command to the Chief. Legislative Liaison, Office of the Secretary of 
the Army, coooeming the initial results from the cost-benefit study requested by the Defense 
Test Resource Management Center, TRMC1 as part of the FY2008 provisional certification of 
the U.S. Army Test and Evaluation Budget. 

In this document there !.U'e significant shortfalls over the FYDP in maintaining adequate 
investment capability in the joint test ranges managed by Army, which are classified as Major 
Range Test B- Facilities, or MRTBF. Public Law 107-314, section 231, requires that-

. . 
" '(2)(A) The Director of the Center shall review each proposed budget transmitted under 
paragraph ( 1) and shall, not later than January 31 of the year preceding the fiscal year for 
which such budgets are proposed. submit to the Secretary of Defense a report containing 
the comments of the Director with respect to all such proposed budgets, together with the 
certification of the Director as to whether such proposed budgets are adequate. 
'(B) The Director shall also submit. together willl such report and such certification, an 
additional certification as to whether such proposed budgets provide balanced support for 
such strategic plan.' " 

1 believe that the initial results of the cost -benefit study will lead to a decertification by 
the Director of the TRMC with respect to sustaining the Army's MRmFs. In particular, finding 
7 of the report indicates that - . 

AllllJOur~Ot•E 
I!VIhiJ.c.(i.I)6(U 

"The Cl.lrrent FYIO funded program in 0605601A wUl not allow us to execute 2~AI of the 
projected workload, putting all mijor systems at risk. Additionally, 34% of the FYI 0 
annual facilities and operations sustainment requirements are unaft'ordable, meaning 
critical annual maintenance efforts to operate and sustain critical test capabilities will not 
be do~." 
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More importantly, the enclosures to the·cost,.benefit study indicate serious underlying 
deficiencies in core sustainment, for instance Program Element 06.0'6S02AID628 shows that in 
FY 10 and FYI I, the unfunded requirement for equipment sustaiwnent is 62%. The report notes 
that-

.. The cumulative effect of this practice is qing test instrumentation infrastructure, 
wherein over 50o/o of the existing equipment has exceeded it's projected useful life, 
creating a "bow wave" of investment requirements that continues into the POM years.,. 

The revised cover of transmittal states -

.. The Army ~knowledges the potential for reduced test support of non-major programs 
and other developmental test but will manage risk to acquisition efforts ... 

As you are aware, the Army's MRTBFs are ranges which they sustain for the Department 
of Defense as a whole. The creation oflhc TRMC. in P.L. 1-07-314 was to ensure that the 
SUSlainment of this joint capability was maintained through ·annual budget certification. The 
statement in the revised cover memo does not reflect the joint nature of the MRTBFs or even 
how the Anny will corrcd the underlying deficiencies noteEJ in the encloSUJe of detailed data. 

i ask that you work to address these deficiencies as requixtd under P.L. 107-314 so that 
the join1 ranges managed by the Army can meet the important developmental testing challenges 
to ensure that the war fighter has the best fielded equipment possible. 

My point of contact for this matter is Dr. Jonathan S. Epstein. J look forward to your 
response. 
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P'-lDitlct ........ Daun ~dt tbe SubcomaliUee staff at (202) .224-8316 wida .. , 
~ IDd to ~badale dle fllqdtlted brieftaa. 

• 
Sincerely. 

co .• \\.c..<::..J:so 
Seoator Clairc.~ll 
a.irm:m 
~on~Ovcnipt 

. ------



ilnittd ~tatts ~tnatt 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Department of Defense 
The Pentagon, Room 3E880 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

May4, 2009 

We are writing to you concerning the House and Senate versions of the Free Flow of 
Information Act of2009 (H.R. 985/S. 448), both of which are scheduled for consideration at the 
Senate Judiciary Committee's executive business meeting on Thursday, May 7. 

As you may remember, you were actively involved in the Senate's debate on media 
shield legislation during the 11 Oth Congress, having provided Congress with the Defense 
Department's views on the matter in letters dated March 31, 2008 and September 9, 2008. 

In the letter dated March 31, 2008, you expressed "strong opposition" to the committee­
reported version of the Senate's media shield bill (S. 2035}--the same language placed on the 
Committee•s agenda for consideration this week. In that Jetter, you suggested that ''this bill will 
undermine our ability to protect national security information and intelligence sources and 
methods and could seriously impede investigations of unauthorized discloswe." You also stated 
that "[d]isclosures of classified information about military operations directly threaten the lives 
of military members and the success of current and future military operations. Such disclosures 
also threaten the lives and safety of American citizens and the welfare of the Nation." 

On September 9, 2008, you sent a second letter to Congress concerning substitute 
language put forth by Senator Specter before consideration of S. 2035 on the Senate floor. In 
that letter, you stated that "the Department remains opposed to the amended legislation," which 
you suggested ''will still adversely affect our ability to protect national security." You further 
stated that "[t]he amended legislation will undennine the investigation and deterrence of 
unauthorized leaks of national security infonnation to the media, gravely damaging the 
Department's ability to protect national security." 

Given your record of "strong opposition" to media shield legislation, we would 
respectfully request that you provide members of the Committee with an update of the Defense 
Department's views on H.R. 985 and S. 448 before Thursday's executive business meeting. We 
would also request that, should Senator Specter or any other member of the Committee put forth 
a substitute amendment to either bill. you provide the Committee with your thoughts on those 
amendments prior to their scheduled consideration. 

We would appreciate your prompt attention to this matter. 



Sincerely. 



The President 
The White House 
Wasmngton, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

1B.nittd ~tatts ~matt 
COMMI'TT£E ON AA~ED SERVICES 
WASHiNGTON, pc 2D61o-.&050 

April 28, 2009 

We are writing to you to report on our~ trip to Russia, Poland~ and the 
Czech RepUblic, where we met with senior government ofticial!S, puliamentarians, 
and represeotatives ofN~ as. well as the U.S. country teams. The focus of our 
trip was missile defense against the potential threat from • and the U.S. and 
allied relationship with Russia. In each country, we found a high degree of 
optimism about an improved and more productive relationship with the United 
States, in part because of your trip to Europe and meetings with the leaders of 
those countries. 

We believe there may be an opportunity for missile defense to senre as a 
uniting rather than a divisive issue, as it is now. As one of our Russian 
interlocutors put it, "a joint missile defense system could be an engine to pull u.s. 
- Russian relations out of the ditch." 

A number of factors lead us to this conclusion. First of all, the Russians do 
not want a nuclear-armed Iran or an Iran with the missile Bbility to deliver a 
nuclear warhead. As President M.edvedev reportedly told you in London~ the 
Russians have come to realize that Iran's programs are more advanced than they 
previously thought We were told by a number of Russians that a nuclear-armed 
Iran would be a greater threat to Russia than to the United States. Russia appears 
to be interested in explbring the possibility of cooperating with the United States 
on a missile defense system, including by sharing information from its radar 
installation at Gabala in Azl:rbaijan and the radar it is OODSI:nlcting in Armavir in 
southern Rnssia. However, the Russians maintain their view 1hat the proposed 
"third site" missile defense deployment in Poland and the Czech Republic is aimed 
at Russia, rather than Iran. We viere also told that Russia is probably more 
concerned with the deployment of an X-band radar in the Czech Republic than 10 
interceptors in Poland, because the radar would look deeply into Russian territory. 
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The Poles want to be treated as full partners by the United States and NATO, 
as they deserve to be after 10 years as a member of the Alliance. They point to the 
lack of a U.S. or NATO military installation of any kind on their territory. They 
agreed to the proposed clcPloyment of interceptor missiles as a fulfillment of their 
commitment and obligation to be a good partner to the United States and a · 
contributor to European air defense. They are very concerned that the United 
States will reach a deal with Russia without real consultations with them in 
advance. Poland 'a main goal is not so much the establishment of a missile defense 
facility as part of the "third site,'' as it is the deployment of a Patrit?t battery on 
their soil. They ptefer, of course, that the battery be operational- not just a 
training battery- and they want it to be "NATO..ize~,. (a term we heard repeatedly 
in both Warsaw and Prague). The Poles understand the need for our new 
Administration to review the "third sne!'·issue and would prefer that any d~isiQn. 
be made by the end of the year. The Poles would very much welcome the presence 
of U.S. troops on the ground in Poland in any form. 

The Czechs are cwrently in the process ofttansi~oning to a caretaker 
government, and the two main political parties agree that the "third site" issue 
should be held in abeyance. They prefer that a decision by your Administration 
come after their elections in October. Unlike the Poles, they are W3IY of American 
or any other foreip troops on their territory (although a small number ofU.S. 
teclmicians and perhaps Russian Embassy civilian observers might be acceptable). 
Finally, it appears that, if the Czechs elect a social democratic government (which 
is very possible), they would not be UDhappy if the radar were not on their soil. 

Taking into consideration these and other factors, we believe that Russia 
might be willing ·to participate in a European missile defense system, with 
information from their radar sites being part of the system. From their perspective, 
the missile defense system would not be direoted specifically at an Iranian threat­
it would be a general defense. For us, of course, it would be directed at the Iranian 
threat militarily. The political message would be greater probably than the military 
impact because Iran would see Russia and the United States working together. 
That cooperation would send a powerful signal to Iran that the course they are on is 
unifying the Unitod States, Russia, Europe and the world against their nuclear 
program and bringing together the United States and Russia in a way that is 
unprecedented. Such a move might have an impact on Iran's deciSion on whether 
to seek a nuclear weapon capability. 
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Delaying a decision on the ''third site" wtillate this year would give the 
United States the chance, after careful consultation with allies, to sit down with the 
Russians and seriously discuss a missile defense system that could unify us and 
make a powerful statement to Iran. As part of an overall resolution, Poland could 
host a Patriot battery (perhaps a training battery). The decision relative to a radar 
in the Czech Republic will be affected more than anything e.lse by the outcome of 
the October elections there. 

In the meantime, we have an adequate missile defense capability (Patriot 
PAC-3, Aegis ships with Standard Missile-3 interceptor~ and the upcoming 
THAAD system) against the current Iranian threat. The Aegis system is being 
upgraded so that it would keep up with a future Iranian threat- potentially even if 
Iran obtains a long-range ICBM So all these enhanced systems, including a 
possible land-ba$ed:version of the Standard Missfle .. J, would be able to protect 
Europe :from a potential future Iranian missile threat. Furthermore,-if Iran does 
obtain a long-range ICBM in the future capable of reaching the United States, the 
missile defense system deployed in Alaska could, if it becomes operationally 
effective, also address that potential threat. . 

In summary, with proper consultations with our NATO allies, the prospect 
of a European missile defense system, which involves the Russians and is not 
threatening to them, and which could have a major positive impact on Iranian 
~or, would seem to be within reach_ if negotiated. very carefully. We would 
be happy to discuss this matter with you and will be in touch with your staff 
relative to that possibility. 

Sincerely, 

Susan Collins Bill Nelson Carl Levin 
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JEFF BINGAMAN .NPICO ...... 
Bnittd ~tatts ~matt 

The Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Secretary 
The U.S. Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301·1155 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April 28, 2009 

103 tWIT SENATE OFFICE IUI.DING 
WASHINGTON, OC 20110-3102 

12021224-&U'I 
IN NEWMEXIC0-181X1 443 118118 

TDD (JOZI ZH-t71Z 
•Mtor....biiii'Min•llin;8mlln.~ 

I am writing with respect to a S 10,000,000 congressionally directed project in Public Law 
I 1 0-329, "The Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistan~ and Continuing Appropriations Act 
of 2009". This directed project is found on page 546 of explanatory statement (attached), 
which is incorporated into the statutory bill text under section 8006 and listed as "New Mexico 
State University Institute for Defense and Public Policy''. 

As stated in the bill's explanatory statement, this project is 

1. A directed Congressional appropriations for the New Mexico State University 
National Security program; and 

2. it provides sufficient Congressional intent that this earmark be provided to New 
Mexico State University. 

. . i' :'. '. 

I would very much appreciate if you could expedite the awarding of these funds to New 
Mexi~ State University, the bill became law in October of2008 and it bas now been delayed 
over 5 months. 

My point of contact for this matter is Dr. Jonathan S. Epstein. I look forward to your 
response . 

AUIIJOUEROUE 
(li08J 348-6801 

. j· 

t ••• 

lAS CRUCES 
(5751112i-1M1 

•',• 'r .• •. ! ••,, 

I' '· t .. 

LAS VEGAS 
C&O&I•&4-4111H 

ROSWELL 
lti11il 1122-7113 



Uinittb 6tatti 6tnatt 
COtoNTT£.£ Of! cow.£ACE. sc~ 

AHO TRANSPOAT-'TION 

Tbc Honorable Robert GMCI 
~ofDefeaJe 
Uniwel Slllel Deptrtmeat ofDefalse 
1..00 Defense PeatqoQ 

Wahinaton. DC 20301·1400 

Dar Mr. S«rettry: 

May 5, 2009 

The S.... ColmDiteee on Commerce. 8eicDce IIICl l'nlnspoiUICion iJ iavatip&ing 
alJeptionl thll New Eta Tcdlnol08)', Inc. (NETECH). a small but~..- in Florida, blldulently 
~ conlnctl toealiq Deldy $3 millioa frvm che Naticaal Aeronautic~ aDd Spice 
Adlniailndon (NASA). 1n tbo cow. ofna ~ Cbo Commiuee bas lCIIDOd tblt the 
Depa~ of Defeale 111o &Y!Wded at leal N coarrac:u 10 NETECH. I am writiq to TeqUelt 

your -lfanee •niY Commi11ee investipla Ibis a1Je&od fraud .... the c.dlrl1 jUW!Diaad. 

AccordiDa to NETECH•s website. 1M Compa.y '"WII ~ill 1981a a Jcseercb 
and dmtlopiDentCOIDplrny spocializiDa io JUab tecbnoJoty ensbJeerina •ese&ch. dolip. ad 
sinwlldon, data ~oas and JIIIDI&fiDCIIl, .t ~ \1101' iutafaces and 
simulldon." 1 NETECH•s founder ad senior Kieatist i (b)(&) a profalor ofNuclclr 
IDd a.diolopoal ~aDd director oftbe Innovatiw Nucl• Sp.ce Power IDd 
Propulllc. .tnsdtute. at the Uaivcni ofPlorida. Hts wtf'e. Soulln Aqbaio, is1ho prelident of 
NBTBCH ead 1beir two l:l 6) (b) have received paymerdl &om the compay. 

Since 1999, NETECH hu reeeived elgld ~ tbrouP NASA's Snll Baliaeu 
bmcnrllion a..-d1 (8BIR) act Sa.Jl Bulinesa Tod~Do~o&Y Trtnlfer (S'ITR) JXOII'ID'Io The 
SBIR IDd STI'R programa. ....-to batac opponuoitia for small buwl!!t!!WI to~ in 
&O\'tllm1ellt l'elltll'Ch cl developmat. to improw overall UniUld SC.. eo~lljiCCiUveacN. .ad 10 

1 New En Tec:hnology.lnc •• Home Pqe, (online at www.conftn.m.com) (IICCcsiCd April 
8, 2009). 



. .... . ___ ------

1Jw Honot'tlblf R~ Gala 
Mayj,1069 
Pop1ofJ 

iacrcac n1UonaJ employmeat. Tbe S11'R JX'08I"'lft hll dae addition~~ iotent of deYclopma 
collaboratioa berf.<ccn small businesses ad non-profit reR8rCh tnstitudonl." 2 

On february 19,2009, die U.S. Aaomey oftbc Nonhcm ~of Florida filed , .. In 
Rem" oompllint apinst various pieces of ptopcrty owned (b)(6_0anc(.._<b_><6_> -------:--'­
iacludiaa a BMW automobile, a coudomicium io FL 1AuderclaJc. florida. and I ScoUradc stock 
tndiJII aocoUDt.l ln "'attaehed afJldavit. 1be aovcmmcat alleeed tblt th1l property Wll 
pwebucd with funds tbe ~ fraudulently diverted. from payments they received throuah 
NASA's SBIR aDd STrR programs. Aeooroin& to the affidmt. this allepd scheme to dcftaad 
the aovez:ament wan em for at least eight years and involved muldplo contract award&. 

1 am wry concerned lbout theM IJleplions. On March 6, 2009, I MOte to the Actina 
AdmiuiiUator ofNA&A requesdna inbmatioD md doc\.mea11 ~~all COilU'8CtS lnd 
piDU NASA b.d IWII'ded to NETECH. To dar, NASA hu produced mon thin l.SOO pep~ of 
docuaaoldl m ·~to lhls .equest. 111 miewfac these documeD1I. tbe eon.mttee bu 1cemec1 
thM. In lddi1ion to eiak SBIR and S1TR ccutr1e11. NETECH .rcceiYecl four raeii'Cb p1Dtl from 
NASA totaliai S400,000. Tho Comarittoc IIMII8o lelmecl thlll NETECH ,_ awll'ded oonncts 
by otlwr tederal qenciea, iucludinc at lea8l ca ecmtr1et with tbc DeplnD.n of die Navy 
(eoubld I N61339-95..C-oo99) and three contrllctl wtdt 1he Depil1l!lG of tile Air force 
(corlbc Is F49620-03-C-0029, F49620-01-C-0046, aDd FA9550-06-C..oo99). 

I am concemod that this new evidence sugesu that the a1Jopd NBTECH fraud may hAve 
beoD more extcaaivc tb.J was oriJiuUy betieved. 1 ca elao ooacemecl1bll tbc evideaco the 
CommiUoe hu revinoed 10 ,.. sugesiS that fcderaJ pal fundi devoted to buic teieDdtlc 
releiiCh may be vulnerable to frau.c1. 

In order to turt11er investigate the extent ofMETECW• bultncsl with ~ aoveaument 
qenclea. I roquat lbat you provklc die followinJ informatioa 10 the Committee: 

2 National~ ad Splice~ SIIIR and S1TR Pwtlclp4tkm ~ 
(April9, 2009)(online ltwww. slrir.pfc.uua.aovJSBJRipu1intro.bml). 

3 Verified CompJaln& for Forfeit\n in Rem, U.S. r. R1Q/ Prt~JMrty Loctlltd at SOl &n.llt 
Mood)' A WI., Ulllt 117, Tmya. FL {Feb. 19, 2009) N.D. Pia. (No. 1:09 ev 41-MP/AK). 



T1re Honorable Robert Gate! 
MQ)IJ, 2009 
Page3af3 

matina of each contmd, aram, or award, and should include uuique identifYing IIUlllbm, 
such as Oata Univmal Numberfna System (DUNS) numbcrsJ conll'BCt numbers. and 
sram nutnbers, that will -- tho Committoe in precisely identifYina eiOb IP'Ifd, 
CODU'IICf.a or award; and 

2. Copies or all documents related to the grants, com:rac:cs. and awards listed io response~ to 
qaeseion ( 1) above, including but not limited to, all R~quests for proposal. applications, 
proposal1, eval'Uarions, correspondence, conti'ICU and Sllbsequmt mcdifJCalions. pant 
lllDO\IDCelnents, interim repona, final reports. external reviews, and e-malls IUid other 
communications rewed to eaeh comract. granc or award. 

P1ea1e provide these documents to the Committee by June I, 2009. 

The Coaunittee is conducting this investigatioa under the authority of Senate Rules XXV 
and XXVI. Enclosed with this letter is a document pro\'idfDa additicmal information about how 
w respond to this docmnen1 request. If )'011 haw any questions about this requ• please coatact 
John WUliams or Jeftiey Zubricki or the Committee staff at 202-224-1300. 

Enclosure 

Cc: Kay Bailey Hutchison 
Raokina Member 

Siaccn:ly, 

'b.J-k< 
Chainnan 



May-05·2009 04:25 PM Commit tee on the Judiciary (202)224·8249 

'Ihe"Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
Tho Deparfment ofDefense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washiugton, DC 20310-1000 

.Dear Secretary Gates: · 

tlnittd ~tatm ~enatt 
WASHINGTON. DC 20510 

May5,2009 

One of the greatest responsibilities entrusted to the Congress ·is to ensure the security of the 
American people by providmg for a strong national defense. With that responsibiJq in mind. we 
question the analytical basis forth~ decision by the Depar1ment of Defense to tmninate the procurement 
of the F~ll Raptor and C-17 Glo~master m. Accordingly, to ensure tm military equipment 
requirements of the nation are identified through a complete and cogent process, we re£peCtfully request 
you reCOlnl:nmld to the P.resident that production ofthe.F-22 and the C-17 continue until the fioal 
publication oftbe next Mobilil;y Capability Study and tbc 2010 Quadramial Defense Review. 

AE. you well know. in order to maximize tbo probability of success in militaiy operations tbe 
development and execution of strategies must be compreheusivo and weD thought out. Howevec, recent · 
history bas shown major tbreatl to our national securicy can arise suddenly and in unexpected regioos of 
the world. Saddam Hussein's invasion of Kuwait and the evonts of September 11. 2001 prove this 
·hypothesis. Tn addition, the difficulty in deten:niningwhen and where a threat may arise is also 
compounded by the uncertainty as to what ta.c:tics and strategies our enemies may employ. Accordingly, 
we tully support and encourage your initiative tD re-establish counterinsurg~ wamre as a fundamental 
and widespread capability in our nation"s Armed Forces. 

However, just as our nation made a strategic error in permitting our ability to successfully 
prosecute counterinsurge.ncy campaigns to wither and atrophy after the Vietnam War, we must not ma1co a 
similar mistab and undermine two of the unique foundatioDs of our nation's militaly lf:rength: hegemony 
of the air and our uoprecedented airlift capability. As you conectly stated this Janumy. "our military 
mnst be prepared for a 'fuU spectrwn' of opeddons, includinc the type of cOD1bat we're facing in Iraq 
and Afghanistan as well as large scale threats that we face from places like North Korea and lrllll:-" 
Therefore, we aro conccmod the termination of produdion of tho P-22 does not appear to bo supported by 
any analytical study commissioned by the Department ofDefense or the .Air Force. In addition, though 
the deei&ion to end produ~ of the C 17 was supported by the 2Q05 Mobility capability Study. this 
Study was crmcized by the Government Accoun1abilit;y Office for underestimating our nation's future 
aJrlitt requirements. We are also unaware of any risk assessmont that bas been performed 

2/4 



. tv]ay-05-2009 04 25 PM Committee on the Judiciary (202)224-8249 

The Honon.ble Robert Oates 
MayS,2009 
Page Two 

based on 1hc Combatant Commanders" requirements as to the decision to cease proeurement oftbe F-22 
andCI7. · 

Regarding the f;.22, UDelassified extracts of the Air Force's Sustafuing Air Dominance Study 
state "180 F-22s was not cmough" and the Department ofDefensc's TACAIR. Optimization Study 
conoludcd tho prowremont of additional Raptors "was the best option... On April16•, tbeso conclusions 
were reinforced by the eoroments made by General Norton A. Scbwasu ~erthe F-22 procurement 
temrlnation was annotm.ced. Geoeral Sehwartz stated that ~3 [Raptors] is tbe military requirement." 
This appears to couflict with earlier views expressed by the Depanmeot of Defense. 

WCi have similar1repidations regarding the cessation of production of the C-17. In early 2002. 
e\'eD before the true scope and requilements of' tho Global War on Terrorism became lmown. the then 
ecmmandcr ofU.S. Transportation Command argued for the procurtmCII~ of2l2 Glo'oemaster ms. 
Today,_ as the bulk~ deployed forces will be sent to tbe land-locked natiou of Afghanistan, we are 
mindful of the critical ueea for airlift to supply our forces and our allies. operations in 1hat nation. This 
point is emphasized by the recent Taliban aaacks on our supply routes through the Kyber Pass region and 
NA:rc> sapply depots in Peshawar. Therefore. we are puzzled as 1o why C-17 production would be ended 
even though a new Mob~ Capabili'I;V Study was scheduled to be published next month. 

Just as our recent militaly history points to the need to maintain a "full spectrum" miliCary force 
to confront a myriad of very different threats. we are also mindfbl of a point recently made by 
Michael Korda ia his book on the Battle ofBritain. He observed that CVCil though the~ two 
British Prime Ministers before Wiuston ChUIChill adopted a poliqr of appeasement, they also committed 
1hei:r govcmmeot to develop and procure tbe three pieces of equipment: the Spitfire :fighter, Hurricane 
fighter and radar, which were to. eu.sure that nation's survival dnriog the Battle ofBritain. 

Aecordiogly, we mpectlillly request you recommend to the President that production of1ho 
F-22 Raptor and the C·l7 Globemaster m continue until the final publication of the next 

Mobility Capabilities Study and the 2010 Quadrennial Defense Review can be reviewed and studied. 

Thaoic you. for yo'lll' consideration in this matter. 

3/4 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
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FRANK R. LAUTENBERG 
NEW.JfRSFV 

tQ!oi~'ITii:S' 

APPROPRIATIONS 

COMMERCE. SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

ENVIRONMENT AND 
PtJBUC WORKS 

The Honorable Retbert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

_,, ..... ________ .. _________ _ 

1anittd £'tatrs ~rnatr 
WASHINGTON, DC 20610 

May 6, 2009 

I am writing to respectfully urge you to reevaluate the Department of Defense's policy on the 
availability of Plan B, a fonn of Emergency Contraception (EC), in military facilities in the U.S. and 
abroad, including combat zones. The current Department of Defense policy does not require aJl 
military treatment facilities to carry this fonn of EC, and I am concerned that servicewomen may be 
unable to access this time·sensitive, emergency medication. 

Plan B is a safe, effective, and FDA·approved form of emergency contraception that helps 
prevent unintended pregnancy. If taken within 72 hours after intercourse, it can lower the risk of 
pregnancy by up to 89 percent. Although Plan B is available to women 18 and older at many 
phannacies in the U.S., a majority of servicewomen rely exclusively on military facilities for their 
heaJth care needs. This is especially true for those serving overseas who may not have access to an 
alternative facility. 

Furthermore, a recent Department of Defense report found that more than 2,900 sexual assaults 
were reported in the military in Fiscal Year 2008. Access to Plan B is especially important for women 
who have survived a sexual assault, for whom an unintended pregnancy can contribute to the 
emotional and psychological effects victims may experience. This demonstrates the urgency of 
ensuring that all servicewomen have the option to utilize emergency contraception. 

For these reasons, I respectfully urge you to reevaluate the Department of Defense's policy 
concerning Plan B to ensure that it is available to servicewomen at all military treatment facilities both 
here and abroad. lam also requesting specific information on which U.S. military treatment facilities 
do not currently carry this form of EC. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. 

ONI: GAnwAv Cc:KwR, 23Ro Jt.oo• 
Now-, NJ 07102 

1973) ti39·8700 F.-.x: (f7J) 11311-8723 

Sincerely, 

HART 5ENATf OFFICE BUILDING, SUITE 324 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

,2021224-3224 FA)C(202)228-4054 

2A111t"-""" 010M 
Ot~~i PQJll Ce.l'\f fEH, SIJI Tt. 5D5 

C:..MOEH. NJ 011101 
!666) 3311-81111 F~><: (8661331W!S3G 
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teongrtll of tf.Jt 1tnittb 6tates 
llfllbbtgton. J)C: 20510 

1'be Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Oa.tes, 

May6,2009 

A3 Congress awaits the submission of the President's Fiscal Year 2010 budget request for 
the Department of DefCDSes we write to share our strong and unwavering support for the 
Air National Guard (ANO) units in our states that lost their flying missions through 
BRAC200S. 

As you know, the last BRAC round made significant changes to the lay down of aircraft 
within the ANO. In our six states, many units lost their flying missions - ranging from 
A-lOs, C-130Js, and F-16s - with some losing the only flying mission stationed 
pennanently in their state. The loss of a flying mission is a direct threat to the manpower, 
readiness and relevance of our ANG units and their continued ability to meet their state 
and federal duties. 

The ANO not only serves our nation as we ask. them to support operations in Iraq and 
Mgbanistan and around the world, but they also serve the loeal state missions. Without a 
permanent flying mission within the state, the ANG may lose the valuable expertise and 
experience our airmen provide. With the immense capability the ANO provides to our 
nation, we must not jeopardize the investment we've made in the ANO personnel forces. 

According to the 2008 Air Force Weapon Systems R.oadmap, as well as subsequent 
planning by the Air Force and National Guard BUreau, our six states are each expected to 
receive the C-27J Joint Cargo Aircraft (JCA). While we welcome the assigmnent of a 
permanent flying mission to our states, we are cona:rned that continued debate about the 
organization and control of the JCA program could place the future of our ANO units at 
risk. We believe it is important to fimily resolve the "roles and missions" debate with 
regards to intra-theater lift, and move forward with a proamm that meets the needs of 
ANG states impacted in BRAC while also addressing the capability gap faced by our 
warfighters. 

This is a pivotal year for our Ai! Naticmal Guard. To this end, we look forward to the 
Department's stronasupport fer the aUoeation of pei'IIWlent flying mis8io111 to our 
states as part of the upeomingsubmissioD of the 2010 cJelnse budget. 

AB always, we thank you for your service to our nation and look forward to continuing to 
work with you to support our men and women in unifonn. 

2/5 
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Christopher Dodd 
United States Senator 

~""*/-
United States Representative 

Matt Schauer 
United States Representative 

15:57:35 05-06-2009 

Sincerely, 

~- . 
a;lliberman 

United States Senator 

~~ 
Joseph ~urcn_ey ~ . .I 
United States Representative 

Roscoe Bartlett 
United States Representative 

: 
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a.,~ 
Gregg Harper 
United States Representative 

~k 
United States Senator 
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Johll Satbanes 
United States Representative 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gatta 
Secretary of Defeose 
Pentap 
WaslJinaton, D.C. 20301 

DearMr.S~: 

'linittd tSmtrs :Omatt 
COMMilT!;f ON fiNANCf0 

WASHINC.toN. DC 20610-6200 

Apri129, 2009 

I• concemod aboat reports of sec\Dity lxeaebes ofF·lS tecbnoloJY and request an 
independent asaeument ofthia matter. 

This issue first came to my attention durin& my onaoina: ovcnigbt of the financial and 
audit systems of the Department of Defeme (DOD). 

On March 6, 2001, The DOD Office of the Inspector Oencral (010) ia~ucd an audit 
TqMXI entillod "'Security Controls Over Joint Strib Fighter Claasified Technology," Report No. 
D-200B..OS8. Tbia report concluded: ''The advanced aviaticm and weapons technology for the 
JSP. proaram may ha\le boen COJDpi'ODlisod by unauthorized access at facilities and in computers 
at BAE Systems, and. incomplete conuactor oversight may have inmased lb.~: risk of uninteaded 
or ddiberate release of informatiOD Lo foreign competi10n." It raised the possibility of 
"'unauthorized access to classified U.S. teclmoJou ... Following publication of this repon. 
q~ w= raised as to whetber the DOD OIO's conclusions ware CODSistent with supporting 
documeatation contained in audit work papers. 

. After Mr. Oordon Heddell became Acting DOD IG in h1ly 2008. diil mallei' was broughl 
to his auartion. Ill response, he took agreuive corrective ICiion. fii:S, on October 23, 2008, be 
approved the decision to offidally widldraw thls audit rq;on from pubJie ciJcull&ion • liD 

UDpl'etedented move. StcQQd. in December 2008. he requested the I~ .at the Depanment of 
Apiculrure ro ~a 'F ~audit of1he non oro ieport in question. And lbit!;L I 
understand he is holding responsible pcnons accountable for shoddy audit work. 

The Agricultln JO's peer review repon W1S compldCd OD Mardl6, 2009.lt appealS 10 
have substimiated dle allepdons reprding the flaws in tho D~D OIO's-audil work product. 



· To briefly wmmarize. the oriJinal audit, whidl was wi1hdrawn, ad the follow·up peer 
review bo1h appear to iadicate lbat there are urnsolved issues regaJdiDa tbe security of F-35 . 
tedmol98Y • J'll'llcullrly with~ to tho Dofi.'me Securi'f Service. These issues 'M1'C 

simply not adeqUltely dociimented i.n the original report. Despite the disputed IISSCil1ions made 
by DOD oro auditors with respect m SEA Systtms,I am worried tlutz th«e .. ~ 
problema with~ Defense Sec;Ul'ity Service aad its role in safcguardina our nadon's top secret 
or sensitive weapons design information and maJdnB 5UJ'O that ldnd of infornudion doesn't fall 
into the wroug hands. 

A Wall Sbet Joumal (WSJ) article on April 20, 2009, entitled "Computer Spies Breach 
Fi&hter·Jet Project, .. reiaforccs my concerns. The WSJ pi~ statos: "Six ~and former 
officials familiar With the matter confirmed tbat the fight« program [F·lS Jomt Strike fighter] 
had been N)*ltedty 'brobo into ......... Comput« IYsteDlS involved with 1ho prosram IPJJC8I' to 
~e beea ill1Utrated at least as far back as 2007, accoxdius to people familiar with the mauer. 
EVIdence of pel1Cttationa continued to be discovered. at least into 2008." Other zeceat aew.s 
reports clearly iadicaio that poteDtial F·35 tecbnolosr security breaches are a continuins issue 
today. ' 

Iftbis technology baa indeed been compromised as nsported, this information ~help 
potential ~to defead apinst or 10 defeat one of our most advacecl aDd oxpe:naive 
weapons systans. \lllderminina aipificant investments of iDpnuity, manpower, and money by 
the UDited States ad ae.ty a do2lea allies. Bl.Jiinell or trade secrets and proprlewy 
iDfonnation coul4 also be neeclleaaly compromised through loreip contraetual llTUimltmts. 

For theM ~ 1 would like to urae you to consider initillliq aa ;xtemal assealiJIDmt 
of the scope ad Poteatia1 impact oftheallepd compromise ofF-3S technology. This 
assessment should a.amine the effectiWDe~S ofOofeose Security Service•s oversight of such 
macters as well as enhanced sateguards to effectively counter and block futuro such intnlsioas. 

Your carotul consideration of this maUer would be appRclated. 

SioareiYJ, 

~4,. 
RaDkiDg Member 

Copy to: Acq lQ Heddell 



PAT ROBERTS 
Kt,NSAS 

1091iART SENAH OfFIC£ BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 2<P.>10 16Ub 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 2.0510-1605 

May6, 2009 

COMMilTEES: 

AGRICULTURE 

FINANCE 

HEAlTH, EDUCATION, 
LABOR, AND I"[NSIONS 

ETHICS 

RUlES 

Kansas Governor Mark Parkinson and Members of the Governor's Military Council (GMC), 
representing the major military installations and activities in the state of Kansas, will be in 
Washington June 11-12, 2009. I am requesting the Department's assistance in securing senior 
Defense, Military Service and Guard Bureau officials to meet with the Kansas group, as well as to 
secure the use of a conference room at the Pentagon for meetings on the morning of Friday, June 
12, 2009. Should your schedule permit, 1 would also be grateful if you would meet with the governor 
and the GMC during their Pentagon visit. 

The purpose of their trip is to meet with federal officials to discuss defense funding, policy, 
force structure and mission-related issues at military installations in the state of Kansas. In addition 
to the governor, Mr. Robin Spurrier (Chief of Staff of the Air Force's Civic Leaders Group Alumnus}, 
as well a, Messrs. John Montgomery and Mark Edwards (both are Civilian Aides to the Secretary 
of the Army) will be among the Council's participants during the GMC trip to Washington. Staff 
members of the Kansas Congressional Delegation will also accompany the group to the Pentagon. 

Tl'le group will consist of approximately 15-20 members, including the Kansas Delegation 
staff members. Names of the attendees will be provided to your staff as we near the June 12111 visit 
date. The issues concerning this group relate to the various initiatives that affect the Kansas bases 
(including US Army Grow the Force initiatives, options for Military Education streamlining and 
consolidation, overseas contingency operations, USAF's Future Tanker program, as well as Guard 
and Reserve Component equipment and infrastructure modernization). 

The group would like to arrive at the Pentagon at 8:00 a.m. on Friday, June 12, 2009, for 
badging and entrance to the building. 1 would greatly appreciate the assistance of your staff in 
reserving a conference room from 8:30a.m. to 11:30 a.m., as well as arranging for discussions 
with senior officials on a range of topics. 

As a guide for your staff's preparations, I have included a list of individuals (or their 
designees if the requested person is not available) with whom the GMC has asked to meet in 
addition to you; along with potential topics tor discussion. 
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On behalf of the Governor's Military Council, 1 would respectfully request that they have the 
opportunity to discuss these issues with the following individuals (or appropriate senior level 
alternates): 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Honorable Wayne Arny, Deputy Under Secretary of Defense, Installations & Environment 
Joint Land Use Studies 
State interest in DOD Alternative Energy initiatives to create Net-Zero Energy 
installations in Kansas 

Honorable Michael Donley or General Norton Schwartz {US Air Force) 
Out year budget tradeoffs (personnel & infrastructure vs. modernization) 
Options for increased quantities of the C-130J in the Program of Record 
McConnell AFB's role in Future Tanker program & UAS refueling developments 
Expansion of Air Guard C41SR ops at McConnell AFB 

General George W. Casey, Jr. (US Army) 
Maneuver space at Fort Riley & other Maneuver posts 
BAH calculation metrics to include both rental and purchase units 
GMC support for Leadership Training and Professional Military Education at Fort 
Leavenworth 

Lieutenant General McKinley, Chief of the National Guard Bureau 
Certification and planning for use of Great Plains Joint Regional Training Center as 
a site for Joint/Total Force training 
Quadrennial Defense Review anticipated impacts on the National Guard (nationally 
and in Kansas) 
Current and future role of Forbes Military Airfield in Homeland Defense, Civil 
Response Center of Excellence and Counter-insurgency operations 

Joint Forces Command (J-8, Joint National Training Center Program Office) 

• 

Great Plains Joint Regional Training Center opportunities for Joint/Total Force 
training curriculum 
Range utilization by Active & Reserve Component units as well as funding for 
infrastructure/equipment requirements and training operations. 

Mr. Patrick O'Brian, Director of the Office of Economic Adjustment 
BRAC funding, or other Fe<:leral funding sources for growth communities 

• Joint Land Use Studies 

Ms. Libby Quint of my staff will serve as the point of contact in my office (202-224-477 4) 
to coordinate with your staff on the details of this request. I greatly appreciate your support and 
would be grateful if your staff would communicate with my office as soon as possible regarding this 
matter. 

With every best wish, 



tlnitnt i'tatts ~matt 
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS & ENTREPRENEURSHIP : 

WASHINGTON, 0C 20S1o-6350 

May 7,2()09 

· VIA FACSIMILE & FIRST-CLASS MAIL 

Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 

· . U.S. l)epartment of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 

· Washingto~ DC 20301-:1400 

RE: Department of Defense's Implementation of tJ.te American Recovery and. 
Reinvestment Act 

Dear.Secretary Oates: 

I am writing in reference to the American Recovery and ReinveStment Act of 2009 
(ARRA) and the Department of Defense's efforts to quickly utilize and obligate ARRA 
funds to~ meet the DOD's goals and those of the recovery effort. As the Chair of the 
U.S. Senate Committee on Small Business and En'lrepreneurship, I would specifically 
like to highlight an op~on available to the DOD to use research and development ~ 
fn?~ ARRA to directly fwid · pn,jecu deriVed 'fiom the s~r .B\Jsmess · hmovation 
Re"search· (SBIR) anq Smml,.Busine~ Technology Transrer:.(sTTR)" progr~s as they 
enter "Phase m." In addition to ~ attention to this· important opti.on, I .~ve several 
questions regarding ARRA funds that I woUld like to "subinit for a response .. · . . . . 

I • • ' . ' • • 

Small businesses have long been the engine of U.S. economic growth, generating 60 tO 
· 80 percent of net ilew jobs annually over the last decade. The SBIR and STIR programs 
allow small R&D finns .,.. America's innovation lifeline- to create high-quality jobs and 

· cutting-edge products. Consequently;· we believe the SBIR and STI'R programs are 
furidamental to our nation's economic reeov~ry. · · 

As y~u may imow. cmTentiY 2.8 percent_ of the· total .• ~ R&b·budi¢..at·ooo •. · 
including funds from ARRA, must be allocated for competitiVe 'grants to small buSineSses , 
through Phase· I and n of the SBIR and STI'R. progrm:Ds. An additiotial. option to fund 
SBIR and STIR Phase III eontracts··does not come out of the SBIR/STI'R allocation. 
Rather, the funds would. come out of the larger R&D budget, the other' 97 peroen~ and 
include work that derives fro~· extends, or logically concludes efforts performed wtder 
. prior SBIR funding agreements. · 

There are a. number of adyantages .to using this SBIR/STIR Phase m mechanism to help 
distribute the ARRA funds and further technology tO reach our riation;s energy soals,. 
S~~STIR ·Phase .Ill cont;racts can be. awarded ·qUickly, faidy, ·and ~arently, in 
ke:eping with the 8piri,t .and the letter of the .ARRA. FUrthemi~~. 'the competition,J~ 
SBIRISTTR Phase I and Phase II awards satisfies all statutory co~tion requirements!. . . . . . . 



Therefore, a department that wishes t0 fund a ~BIRISTIR Phase ill project is not 
required to conduct another coinpetition, or process a: Justification and Approval (J&A) 
pW'SWUlt to FAR 6.302·5~ in order to satisfY those statutory provisions. For these reasons, 
I encourage you to take advantage of it. as often as possible in distributing the ARRA 
funds. . . 

I would also like to respectfully request an accounting of how much of the R&D money 
DOD received from ARRA has been classified as extramural R&D. In addition, I would 
like to request information about how the DOD is implem~ting the SBIR and STIR 
programs under ARRA. · 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or have your staff eontact 
Thad Inge at the Committee. I would appreciate a re~ponse to these questiOQS by May 22, 
2009. The response may be faxed to (202) 224-5619. 

. With warmest regards, I am 

MLL:twi 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

May7,2009 

We are writing to request that you review the Department of Defense's continued 
application of congressionally authorized exceptions to the Berry Amendment relating to 
the procurement of para-aramid fibers and yams, as well the procurement of rue-resistant 
rayon fiber, from foreign sources. The materials are used in the manufacture of body 
annor and fire-resistant uniforms, respectively. 

The Berry Amendment requires the Department of Defense (DOD) to give 
preference in procurements to domestically produced, manufactured, or home-grown 
products--notably food, clothing, fabrics, and specialty metals. We believe that 
exc;q>tions to this amendment allowing DOD purchases of para-aramid fibers and yarns, 
as w~ll the procurement of fire-resistant rayon fiber, frmn foreign sources· are no longer 
warranted owing to the availability of suitable materials in today's U.s: marketplace. The 
recenfuse of these .exceptio~s .is haVing an ~verse impact on U:S. manufacturer:s and has 
undercut our policy of maintaining a strong and viable defense industrial base. 

. In 1 ~8. partialiy due to limited domestic competition and a reliance on sole-
source. contracts, a statUtory exception was createtho the Berry Amendment tO allow for 
purchases of para-aramid fiberS ·and yains from foreign :sources.· The statutory exception 
is 9nly applicable when the Department makes a determination that pr~ure~ent of para­
aramid fibers and yams fro.rh domeStic sources will result in sol~-sou.rce con~ts or 
subcontracts. As a result ofthe exemption, the Department's purchaseS ofpara-araniid 
fibers and yams have become increasingly dependent on foreign suppliers over the last 
d~e. The marketplace has changed significantly in the last decade, however, and a 
variety of suitable materials now exist domestically. · · · 

Sinlilarly, in 2.008 a statutory exception was cre.ated for fire-reSistant rayon fiber 
for the production of unif~rms. This eXCepti.on allowed the Department to ptocure fire-. 
r:esi~tant rayon fiber for unifonns from foreign suppliers if a determination was made that 
ehh~ fire-resistant rayon fiber was not available domestically, or procuring such fiber 
~ornestically would result in sole-source contracts. · · · · · 



In the short period during which this provision has been in effect, foreign 
suppliers have dramatically increased their market share. Currently, 90 percent of the 
fielded Flame Resistant Army Combat Uniforms are constructed of imported fiber. 
While environmental and other concerns have caused domestic sources to forego 
production of fire-resistant rayon fiber for unifonns, there are a variety of other fire­
resistant fibers in today's domestic marketplace-some of which have out-perfonned 
rayon in evaluations for Army uniforms. As a result, the "rayon" exception is not 
relevant and should not apply to future procurements. 

Congress has given the Secretary of Defense discretion to determine whether 
either exception should be used. However, current law mandates an annual review by the 
Secretary of Defense. We believe that a departmental review will clearly docwnent why 
these exceptions to the Berry amendment should no longer be applied for defense-related 
procurements. It is our strongly held view that the para-aramid fibers and yarns 
exception is no longer valid, and that the fire.. resistant rayon fiber exception is no longer 
useful. For the reasons noted above, we urge you not to apply either Berry amendment 
exception to futW'e procurements involving these items. 

We look forward to working with you to advance a more balanced policy that 
both promotes competition and preserves our ability to maintain and grow our domestic 
defense capabilities. Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

...... 
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May 5, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
l 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington 01- 00 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051Q-4502 

APPROPRIATIONS 

JUDICIARY 

I deeply appreciate your attention to ensuring that our troops on the ground in Iraq and 
Afghanistan have adequate protection, whether from small arms ambushes or roadside bomb 
attacks. There is no more important priority than the safety of our deployed personnel, and I 
would very much like to work with you on a vital initiative in this realm: the speedy · 
development and fielding of the MRAP All Terrairi Vehicle (MRAP ATV). 

As you know, Afghanistan is a particularly difficult environment for large armored vehicles like 
the MRAP, because of that country's mountainous terrain and lack of paved roads. There is a 
strong need for a smaller, off-road armored vehicle that provides the same level of protection as 
an MRAP. The addition of U.S. forces in Afghanistan to help provide security and create an 
environment more conducive for politicalreconciliation makes the need for a smaller, well­
armored vehicle that much greater. The 86th Infantry Brigade Combat Team (Mountain) from 
the V errnont National Guard will arrive in Afghanistan early next year, and it would be helpful if 
this unit and all U.S.forces were to begin receiving the MRAP ATV as soon as possible. 

The Department ofDefense has an aggr~ssive development schediJJe with a production deci~ion 
in late June of this year. I would like to work with you to ensure this acquisition program 
remains on track. I would also like to work with the Department to find ways to accelerate the 
production program to ensuring that all units who may need this equipment in the Afghanistan 
theater have these assets as soon as possible. · . . · · .... 

I look forward to discussing .this crucial program with you in the very near futilre. Thank you . , 
again for your intelligent, energetic, and far-reaching leadership ofthe Department of Defense. 
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ORRIN G. HATCH 

UTAH 

JACE JOHNSON 
CHIEF OF STAFF 

104 Hart Senate Office Building 
~nihl:r ~bd£5 ~enait 

TmPHONE: (202) 224-6251 
TDD 1202) 224-2849 
FAX: (102) 224-6331 

Website: http1/www . ..,nate.IJOIII-IIaceh 

The Honorable William J. Lynn 
Deputy Secretary 
The Department of Defense 
1100 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1100 

Dear Deputy Secretary Lynn: 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051o-4402 

February 26, 2009 

Congratulations on your confirmation! 

COMMITTEES: 

FINANCE 

JUDICIARY 

HEALTH, EDUCATION, 
LABOR, AND P£NSIONS 

INTELLIGENCE 

JOINT COMMmEE 
ON TAXATION 

I appreciate the time you took out of your confirmation schedule to meet with me and 
look forward to working with you on the challenging issues that face our nation. ln addition, I 
have taken the liberty of attaching a copy of my remarks supporting your confirmation. 
However, I would like to take this opportunity to reiterate and expand upon the points that I 
made during our meeting and ask additional questions as to the Administration's position on a 
number of pressing issues. 

The F-22 Raptor 

As you know, one of the major decisions that soon will confront the Administration is 
whether to continue the production of the F-22. The strong bi-partisan support for the F-22 is 
merited by the unique and exceptional capabilities of this aircraft. This aircraft will ensure our 
nation's air dominance for the next forty years as well as guaranteeing our ability to defeat one 
of the major threats of the future: the advanced anti -access air defense system. It is my 
profound hope that the Department will allocate funding to procure a sufficient number of 
F-22s to equip each Air Expeditionary Force with a full strength squadron ofRaptors. 

Therefore, will the President authorize the continued production of the F-22 and what 
number of aircraft does the Department hope to procure? 

Our Depot Maintenance System 

Our nation's depot maintenance system has made remarkable progress over the last few 
years. From Fiscal Year 2004 to Fiscal Year 2008, our Air Force Depots maintained a 96 
percent on time or ahead of schedule delivery rate. For example, at Hill Air Force Base's 
Ogden Air Logistics Center, the A-10 Precision Engagement Program has reduced labor costs by 
38 percent and the time allocated to repair F-16 wings has been reduced by 49 percent. 

PAINTED ON R~CYCLEO PAPER 



The foundation for these depot maintenance achievements are the laws 10 USC §2460 
and 10 USC §2464, commonly known, respectfully, as 50/SO and Core. As you know, these 

,laws state that so- percent of all depot maintenance must be perfonned by government workers at 
a government-owned facility. Core requires that the Department to maintain a core organic 
depot maintenance capability. 

Therefore, will the Department continue to support the S0/50 and Core laws as currently 
written and interpreted? 

Maintaining Our Strategic:: Deterrent Industrial Base 

For a generation, the Minuteman Intercontinental Ballistic Missile ("'ICBM") has served 
as the backbone of the nation's strategic deterrent force. Unfortunately, under the current plan of 
record, our nation, for the first time in over 40 years, will cease production of land-based ICBMs. 
Clearly, this raises fears as to the ability of the United States to maintain a land-based solid 
rocket motor industrial base. 

The Congress has sought a legislative remedy to this issue. A Senate amendment, that I 
wrote, authorizing the Air Force to create a solid rocket motor life extension program was 
cleared by the majority and minority of the Senate Anned Services Committee for inclusion in 
the Fiscal Year 2009 National Defense Authorization Act's "manager's package." 
Unfortunately, due to the lack of a unanimous consent agreement on a procedural issue, the 
entire "manager's package" was not included in the bill before final passage. However, the 
defense appropriations conferees did include report language in its legislation that stated ~· ... the 
Air Force is encouraged, at a minimum, to continue a wann line status for Minuteman III 
propulsion systems and to use funds provided for Fiscal Year 2009 to initiate a Minuteman III 
motor life extension program." In addition, Chairman Inouye and Vice Chairman Cochran of 
the Senate Defense Appropriations Subcommittee wrote to the Air Force on September 26, 2008 
urging "the Air Force to provide funding in order to maintain a land-based solid rocket motor 
industrial base!' Accordingly, I have been infonned, that the Air Force is constructing a 
proposal to procure additional solid rocket motors this fiscal year and six sets of motors a year 
for the next five years. 

Does the Department support a plan for maintaining our landMbased ICBM solid rocket 
industrial base? If not, how does the Department intend to sustain this vital national capability? 
With the existing production lines beginning to close in March, will the Department provide 
Fiscal Year 2009 funding to maintain our solid rocket motor industrial production capability? 

The Tanker Recapitalization 

Three years ago, during a trip to each of our nation's three Air Force Depots, I was 
extremely concerned to find that our KC-135s were literally falling apart due to extensive metal 
fatigue and corrosion. In particular, I will always remember, during one of the stops at Tinker 
Air Force Base, how one of the workers was able to peel apart, like tissue paper, critical 
aluminum KC-135 parts. Accordingly, I founded, with Senator Kent Conrad, the Senate Tanker 
Caqcus. The Caucus is a bipartisan organization whose purpose is to assist the Department and 
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Air Force in its role of efficiently procuring whichever aircraft best meets the requirements of 
our National Military Strategy. Obviously, the failure of recent efforts to procure a new tanker 
has been disconcerting to members ofthe Caucus, especially as the KC-135 is rapidly 
approaching its 50th year in service. 

What are your plans to restart the tanker procurement competition and what is your 
timeline for fielding a 21 51 century tanker? 

Missile Defense 

With the proliferation of ballistic missile technology and the testing of these systems by 
Iran and North Korea, the need to protect our nation and our allies from a ballistic missile attack 
has never been greater. Accordingly, I strongly supported the operational deployment of our 
current limited missile defense system. 

Do you support the current plans to expand the capabilities and size of our missile 
defense system? What are your thoughts concerning the Ground Based Mid-Course Interceptor 
and the Kinetic Energy Interceptor concept? 

Thank you for your attention to these matters and I look forward to reading your response 
to my questions. 

Orrin G. Hatch 
United States Senator 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
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Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

tintttd ~tatts ~rnatt 
COMMITIEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

WASHINGTON, DC2051D-6025 
http://appropriations.senate.gov 

May 14,2009 

We know that you share our concern that the Air Force tanker fleet is aging 
and needs to be replaced. Given the current challenges associated with awarding 
this contract, we plan to carefully review all options to begin replacing the tanker 
fleet expeditiously. 

The competing contractors have provided their cost estimates associated 
with a duaJ award of 360-plus aircraft. We do not have equivalent estimates from 
the Department of Defense. As you can understand, it is critical that we have the 
best DOD cost information available during the Defense Subcommittee 
examination of the program in the fiscal year 2010 budget request. 

Therefore, within 45-days,we request that you provide the Committee with 
a Cost Analysis lmprovement Group estimate of the life cycle costs associated 
with the development, procurement, and operation and sustainment of a dual 
source acquisition of 360 tankers (a combined purchase ofKC-X and KC-Y 
aircraft) with annual competitive awards. 

We thank you in advance for your cooperation on this matter and look 
forward to working together with you as.we continue our review. 

Sincerely, 

Thad Cochran 
Vice Chairman 
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Mr. Christian P. Marrone 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
For Legislative· Affairs (Act1ng) 
The Pentagon 
Washington DC 

Dear Mr. Marrone~ 

Dnittd ~tares ~matt 
COMMITIEE ON FOO~IGN RELAnONS 

\NAStilfll(ifON, IX.2.05111-6225 
May7. 2009 

On April 23, 2009. I introduced S .. 873, the Nunn-Lugar CoOpetative Threat Reduction 
Improvement Act of 2009. It has been referred to. the• Committee on Armed Services. 

The proliferation of weapons otmass destruction remains the number one ll8tio:pal 
security threa't facing the United StateS and the international community~ ·111e Nunn-L~gar 
Program has become the primary tool through which the United States wotks·to safely desttoy 
nuclear, chemical, and biologica1 warfare capacity. Through Nwm~Lugar. the United State~. bas 
eliminated more nuclear weapons than the combined arsenals of the United Kingdom'" France, 
and China. 1 am delighted that President Obama made the Nldl-Lugar Pl"Qgraro such a high 
profile ~ue dming his campaign. In 2005, then-Senator Obama and I traveled ·to Russia to see 
the Nunn-Lugar Program in action. We visited the RUssian nuclear warhead storage facility at 
Sltllltov and the mobile missile di~tlerncnt facility near.Penn .. This experiente gives him a 
unique vantage point to take i~pOrtant steps to revitalize and expand the program. 

In 2008 the National Defense Authorization Act requested that the National Academy of 
Sciences compile a report on ways to strengthen and expand the Nunn-Lugar Program. The 
report argues persuasively that the program should be expanded geographically, updated in fonn 
and function and supported as an active tool of fon:igti policy. Nunn-Lugar must ~me less 
ctimbersome and bUreaucratic and more agile. flexible, and responsive to ensure timely 
contributions across a larger number of courttries. 

Most of the reconunendations dO not require iegirlation but rather simple management 
improvements. My 'f:1ill, S. 873. fQCuses on two rcconimendations that require Congressi~ 
authorization: (I) the pr~vision or'iinuted "nomithstahding authorit)'" to give flexibility for 
future engaaements in ~xpected Jocations and (2) cteation of a Cooperative Threat Reductjon 
PartnershiP. Account to permit the SecretarY to accept funds fro~ -any person. foreign 
government, or international orgaslizatiou to aceompli$h nonproliferation and disannament goals. 
~_-addition the .bill urges that the_ program engage the Unified Combatant C~ds ~ensure 
full coordination and effective program implementation. . . 

The Nunn-Lugar Program has made criticaUy fmportant contributions to U.S. national 
sea1ri.ty thro!lgh. the elimination of strategic weap<)ns ·systems and platfonns arrayed a~ U$. 



Even as the threat changes, I ani contidenUhat it can eontinue to serve U.S .. .iDlel'eS!S with the 
riglit leadership and direction. My goal is to provide the program with the tools it needs to 
continue to be successful. - ' . 

· I ask tbafth~ Pt:Qtagon review the pulicy aspeCts and implications of the lcgmation and 
-share. its ~~ on the imP.actof my legislation on the Department's non-prolifemtion and­
cO-unter-WMD -policy priorities. I have attached :a copy of the legisl~on and the sta•ent of 
in~~tion that I delivered on April23. · · 

~ ypu for your assi$tance ilnd I look forward to your assis~ in this matter . 

. Siileerely, 

ROLikmk 

~~ 
Richard 0. Lugar 
Ranking Member 
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otongress nf t}Je lltuitelt ~fates 
1la.6l}ingtnn, 1\Qt 2D515 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000. Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

May?, 2009 

We are miting you in regard to your AprillO, 2009, announcement that the decision to establish 
a second nuclear aircraft carrier homeport at Naval Station Mayport, Florida, would be further 
reviewed within the 2010 Quadrennial Defense Review (QDR). 

Just four months ago, the Department of the Navy concluded an exhaustive· two and a balfyeat 
study weighing the strategic, operational and environmental consequences of upgrading Naval 
Station Mayport to homeport a nuclear canier. This study concluded that indeed Naval Station 
Mayport should homeport a nuclear carrier, and the upgrades must be done since consolidating 
ALL nuclear carrier homeporting and maintenance in one East Coast location greatly hampers 
the Navy's strategic options. 

Prior to 2007, the Navy had operational flexibility on the East Coast with carriers stationed both 
at Naval Station Norfolk and Naval Station Mayport. However the Navy lost this flexibility with 
the decommissioning of the last East Coast conventional carrier in 2007. In order to reduce risk 
to the Atlantic Fleet canier force and restore the proper balance to the Navy, Naval Station 
Mayport must be upgraded to homeport nuclear aircraft carriers. On the West Coast, nuclear 
carriers and maintenance facilities are spread among three homeports. In fact. in a December 
2008 letter to Senator Jim Webb, you reinforced the concept of strategic dispersal stating, 
"Having a single CVN homeport has not been considered acceptable on the west coast and 
should not be considered acceptable on the east coast." 

The facts are shnple -- the Norfolk area is the only east coast port in which nuclear aircraft 
carriers are repaired, built and housed. If tragedy, man-made or nature-related .... intentional or 
acciden~ rendered Norfolk out of reach the Navy would be forced to journey around the tip of 
South America 'to reach another nuclear aircraft carrier maintenance facility in San Diego, CA. 
While some would like to believe this is an acceptable back-up pl~ commott sense demands 
otherwise. · 

Time and time again. aircraft carriers have proven to be key to the execution of our national 
security strategy. We believe as access to overseas land bases continues to decrease, the Navy's 
aircraft carriers will be more and more important. The Navy has alternate homeporting and 
maintenance options for all ships on the East Coast except aircraft catriers, its most valuable 
assets. The total costs for permanently homeporting a nuclear aircraft carrier at Mayport is less 
than 1% of the cost of the nuclear carrier fleet. "While the cost is not inconsequential, when 
weighed against the possible risks to our carrier fleet, upgrading Mayport to hQmeport nuclear 
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carrier is a sound national security expense. The Department MUST make this investment in 
Naval Station Mayport to provide flexibility to the Combatant Commanders and protection to 
some of the nation's most valuable assets. 

We expect the QDR will reaffinn your decision and honor the considered professit~nal military 
judgments and recommendations of senior DOD and Navy leadership who all recommend 
establislunent of a nuclear homeport and maintenance facility at Naval Station Mayport. A 
second such port on the East Coast not only protects our military personnel and naval assets, but 
also strengthens our national security and the defense of all Americans. In addition, the Navy 
prides itself in its meticulous approach to nuclear power and to not have an additional nuclear 
maintenance facility on the East Coast departs from that approach. These points alone make the 
establishment of a second East Coast nuclear homeport essential for our national security and our 
sailors' quality of life. 

~~ 
KENDRICK MEEK 
Member of Congress 

Sincerely, 

THOMAS ROONEY 
Member of Congress 

CONNIE MACK 
Member of Congress 



Member of Congress 

t&ttoft& 
Member of Congress 

RON KLEIN 
Member of Congress 

~RA~ 
Member of Congress 

Member of Congress 

SK&rw~,~~ 
ROBERT WEXLER 
Member of Congress 

~~ ALCEE HASTINGSSlJKMAS 
Member of Congress Member of Congress 

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHUL 
Member of Congress 

cc: The Honorable B.J. Penn, Acting Secretary of the Navy 
Admiral Gary Roughead, Chief ofNaval Operations 
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The Honorable Peter R. Orszag 
Director 
Office of Management and Budget 
1650 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20503 

Dear Director Orszag: 

iinitro ~tarrs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON 

HOMELAND SECURITY AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051Q-6250 

May 12,2009 

We write to make you aware of security clearance reform efforts wtdertaken to date and to urge 
you to continue those efforts. 

As you may be aware, we have long been interested in reforming the security clearance process 
because the Government Accountability Office (GAO) has documented problems with the 
Department of Defense's (DoD) personnel security clearance program since the 1990s, going so 
far as to declare the program a systemic weakness affecting DoD and other federal agencies in 
2002. GAO added the DoD personnel security clearance program to its high-risk list in 2005, 
and the program remains on that list today. 

Because of these and other issues, Congress has worked for many years on a bi-partisan basis to 
address security clearance issues across the federal government. For example, in 2003 Congress 
transferred DoD's personnel security investigative function to the Office of Personnel 
Management (OPM) as part of the FY2004 National Defense Authorizalion Act in an effort to 
improve the security clearance investigation process. Additionally, in 2004 Congress called for 
substantial changes to the security clearance process in the Intelligence Reform and Terrorism 
Prevention Act (IRTPA). Among other things, IRTP A required the President to select a single 
agency or office to oversee the security clearance process across the federal government, 
implement uniform policies regarding the security clearance process, ensure reciprocal 
recognition of security clearances among agencies, evaluate the use of technology to expedite 
security clearance processes, and develop a plan to reduce the length of the security clearance 
process. 

In 2005, President Bush issued Executive Order 13381 in furtherance ofiRTPA requirements. 
That order designated the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) as the executive branch 
agency responsible for setting policy for the security clearance process and required annual 
reports on implementation ofiRTPA and the Executive Order. 
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Additionally, in 2008 President Bush issued a "Memorandum for the Heads of Executive 
Departments and Agencies and the Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs 
regarding Security Clearances" in furtherance of IRTP A. That memorandum directed OMB, the 
Department of Defense, OPM, the Director ofNational Intelligence, and the Office of the 
Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs (collectively, the Joint Refonn Team) to 
produce a comprehensive security clearance reform proposal by April 30, 2008. Such a proposal 
was produced and recommended a new Executive Order to ensure fitness reciprocity and · 
reinvestigation; a modified Standard Form 86 application to seek more relevant information and 
support continuous evaluation of cleared individuals; a new strategy to ensure that standard and 
criminal record checks are conducted to mitigate gaps in automated searches; a new strategy to 
h11prove the accessibility of federal investigative records; standardized training and certification 
for security professionals; a single-search automated interface for verification of existing 
investigations, eligibility, and access to classified information; an automated process to validate 
investigations requested, investigations conducted and costs billed by investigative services; and 
the deployment of electronic fingerprint stations. The Joint Reform Team also recommended 
that an Executive Order be issued to establish a new governance structure to coordinate hiring 
and clearing processes. 

As a result of these recommendations~ in 2008 President Bush issued Executive Order 13467, 
which names OPM as the executive agent responsible for overseeing investigations and 
adjudications for employment suitability and the Director of National Intelligence as the 
executive agent responsible for overseeing investigations and adjudications for security 
clearances. Executive Order 13467 also established the Suitability and Security Clearance 
Performance Accountability Council (PAC), responsible to the President for achieving reform 
goals, measuring agency performance, holding agencies accountable~ and establishing 
information technology requirements. 

We firmly believe that each of the above-referenced Executive Orders and actions were 
Wldertaken in furtherance of statutory requirements and are important and valuable efforts to 
reform the security clearance process across the federal government as mandated by IRTP A. 
Additionally, we believe these efforts are necessary steps towards removing the DoD personnel 
security clearance program from GAO's high-risk list. Therefore, we strongly urge you to 
continue and build upon these efforts, including by approving the modification of Standard Form 
86 that was delivered to OMB on December 31,2008. We would appreciate an update from you 
on what OMB has done in furtherance ofiRTPA to refonn the security clearance process since 
January 20,2009. 

Additionally, our Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Subcommittee has held five 
hearings on security clearance reform efforts, with the most recent hearing occWTing on May 22, 
2008. We plan to hold a sixth hearing on this subject this summer, and we sincerely hope that 
OMB will be willing to participate in that hearing as it has in years past. 
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Thank you for your attention to this matter. We look forward to working with you on this and 
other important issues. 

George V. Voinovich 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Oversight of 
Government Management. the 
Federal Workforce, and the 
District of Columbia 

cc: The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
Department of Defense 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301~1300 

The Honorable Dennis C. Blair 
Director 

Sincerely, 

Office of the Director of National Intelligence 
Washington, DC 20511 

The Honorable John Berry 
Director 
Office of Personnel Management 
1900 E Street NW 
Washington, DC 20415 

Daniel K. Akaka 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Oversight of 
Government Management, the 
the Federal Workforce, and the 
District of Columbia 



tinittd i'tatts ~matt 
WASHINGTON, D.C 20510 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary. U.S. Department of Def~ 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

May20, 2009 

We are writing to relay om concerns about the lack of coordinated support for. families of 
deployed National Guard and Reserve serviceniembers and the Department_ of Defense's efforts 
to implement the National Guard Yellow Ribbon Reintegration Program. 

Deployment causes substantial stiess and anxiety for families. One-third of the 
respondents to a recent National Military Family Association survey reported problems with both 
the availability of community support and the lack of infommtion available to them about the 
Department's services and benefits. A recent Defense Department report to Congress 
acknowledged these problems and noted that they are particularly acute for geograprucally 
isolated families of deployed National Guard and Reserve servicemembets. 

A recent RAND study found similar problems-lack of efficient delivery of information 
about available services, shortage of staff, and poorly coordinated programs. RAND 
recommended concrete steps at all stages of the deployment cycle tp address these problems. 

The National Guard Yellow Ribbon Reintegration Program (YRRP) was created in· tbe 
2008 NatiODJI) Defense Authorization Act to address these problems like these. But the YRRP 
Advisory Board of the Departmentss Office for Reintegration Programs did not hold its first 
meeting until March 31, 2009, and progress on this front seems slow at best. 

We know you share our view that the YRR.P is an important initiative. Ooing forward. 
the Department can meet the important goals.ofthe YRRP by implementilig program elements 
that: 

(1) Integrate, consolidate and proactively provide family-support infonnation to families 
during all phases of the deployment cycle: pre-deployment, deployment, demobilization, and 
post-deployment reconstitution. 

(2) Ensure that geographically isolated families receive location-specific information 
about the services available to them and infonnation about the presence of other military families 
from the same and different services in their area. To do this, the Department might consider. the 
feasibility of creating a cross-service database of families living in a particular locale, which 
would be available to these geographically isolated families. 

(3) Focus at least as much effort on delivery of resources as volume of resources; Deliver 
tailored information to families at various "milestone .. times during the deployment cycle. 



(4) Provide quality family-support services when the servicemember is cross-leveled into 
a unit that is based far fiom their family and their home station. 

(5) Provide sufficient staffing for the "fttmily readiness" organizations of the Military 
Services to ensure- a more forward-leaning effort to provide family-support information to 
families during the entire deployment cycle. 

(6) Consider the Findings and Recommendations of the referenced RAND study 
(Deployment Experiences of Guard and Reserve FamtJiU.~ lmpllcattonsjor Support and 
Retention, 2008), or equivalent sources, that focus on infonnation and resource delivery 
problems. -

After eight years of continuing conflict in Iraq and M~ we all agree on the need 
for a robust family-support program worthy of the sacrifi~ made by deploying servicemembers 
and their families. 

Thank you for your attention and dedication to this effort to date. Please let us know if 
there are any lepl obstacles or resource constraints that prevent full implementation of the 
Yellow Ribbon Reintegration Program. We look forward to working with you. 

Richard J. Durbin 
United States Senator 

l?tJ,~t1. ~~ 
Barbara A. Mikulski 
United States Senator 

7~~ ~ ayO 
United States Senator E.._fooR 
EvanBayh 
United States Senator 

Christopher s. Bond 
United States Senator 

nTester 
United States Senator 

~··~-elson -
• , States Senator 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Bnittd i'tatt.s ~rnat£ 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6025 
http://appropriations.senate.gov 

May22, 2009 

As you are aware, the Government of Japan has been interested in 
purchasing F-22 aircraft for several years. At the request of the Committees 
on Appropriations, the Air Force has examined what it would cost to design 
and manufacture an export version of the F-22. 

Using the information which was provided by the Air Force, I 
prepared the attached letter to the Japanese ambassador. I believe the 
Government of Japan is likely to be interested in purchasing the aircraft even 
at the relatively high price which has been estimated. I wanted you to know 
of my actions in this matter and therefore, am forwarding the letter for your 
review. 

Daniel K. 
Chairman 
Committe o 
Subcomm tt 

Appropriations 
on Defense 

Ill 



tinitnt ~mtrs ~rnatr 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

May 19,2009 

We. are writing to request that you establish a clear policy through which the 
Department of Defense (DOD) will encourage renewable energy development 
while maintaining necessary protections for military airspace. 

As you know, DOD has an important voice in wind turbine siting decisions 
because wind turbines can impact DOD radar and airspace requirements. 
Unfortunately, to date the interaction between wind developers and the DOD has 
lacked consistency. For instance, in 2007 Travis Air Force Base objected to the 80 
MW Montezuma Wind Energy Center very iate in the permitting process. The 
proposed wind farm is surrounded by other wind fam)s,. some of which were built 
after 2007, in Solano County California's Wind Resource Area, more than ten 
miles from the base. That project, and others nearby, remain in limbo today due to 
DOD concerns that are likely surmountable. 

To facilitate the development of renewable energy projects consistent with 
national security needs, we encourage you to take the following steps that could 
improve the prospects for wind development in the United States. 

• Consolidate Decision Making: Formally consolidate decision making 
regarding wind development in a single office, preferably within the Office of 
the Secretary of Defense. A single decision-maker, who operates under clear 
timelines and procedures by which he communicates DOD concerns regarding 
wind projects, would limit unnecessary conflict between DOD and renewable 
energy development. 

• Participate in FAA Review: DOD should identify proposed wind .farm 
impacts on airborne operations. during the Federal Aviation Administration's 
(FAA) existing, formal wind farm SGreening-and approval process, as well as 
provide initial feedback during any.FM early feasibility review. IfDOD 



objections are stated in as transparent a manner as national security concerns 
permit through the FAA process, renewable energy developers will not be 
surprised by DOD concerns expressed late in the pennitting process. 

• Site Specific Evaluations: The military has produced extremely useful maps 
of California, Arizona and Nevada that designate areas in which the military 
effectively opposes wind energy development (red), areas where the DOD 
might have some concerns (yellow), and areas where DOD has no military 
concerns (green). DOD's maps were assembled using data and assumptions 
that allow them to guide development, but they are not detailed enough to be 
the final decision making tool. I request that you clarify that DOD staff should 
evaluate site-specific technical analysis before opposing any wind proposal. 

• Airspace Height Restrictions: Airspace height restrictions vary considerably 
across the West and limit wind energy development. If DOD evaluated whether 
it is reasonable and consistent with safety and national security needs to raise 
200, 300 and 400 feet restrictions to 500 feet at sites where wind farms are 
proposed, DOD may be able to open a considerable amount of currently 
restricted land to wind energy development. 

• Mitigation Research and Development: Technical mitigation measures may 
be able to reduce the impacts of wind turbines on radar. In September 2008, 
representatives from the DOD, the Federal Aviation Administration, the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and the wind industry 
agreed to develop a research and development roadmap, mirroring a similar 
effort between the British military and the British Wind Energy Association. 
DOD participation in this effort is important, and I encourage you to ensure that 
it continues. 

• Radar Upgrades: DOD is in the process of replacing older analog radar 
systems with state-of-the-art radar through the National Airspace 
Modernization Program. I encourage you to request that DOD consider the 
wind energy potential of an area when prioritizing radar replacements. A report 
by the defense advisory firm JASON recently concluded, "Radars which don't 
have the capabilities to mitigate wind farm interference could simply be 
replaced ... The new radar would incorporate multidimensional detection, with 
greatly enhanced processing, with pulse shapes designed to optimally 
distinguish between aircraft and wind farms."1 

1 
Wind Farms and Radar (.JSR-08-125). JASON. The MITRE Corporation. January 2008. 



As you know, both global warming and our reliance on foreign sources of 
energy present economic and national security challenges to our country. Your 
Department rightfully focuses on its primary mission of protecting our national 
security, but we believe DOD could also play a more productive role. We very 
much look forward to working with you to ensure that renewable energy 
development proceeds where it is compatible with the military's mission. 

We look forward to working with you on this matter. 

Dianne Feinstein 
United States Senator 

~ttl~, 
RonWyden .. 
United States Senator 

~~-
Barbara Boxer 
United States Senator 

Tom Harkin 
United States Senator 

~!·~ 
United States Senator 

Sincerely, 

Charles Grassley 
United States Senator 

n Tester 
nited States Senator 

Richard J. Durbin 
United States Senator 

L-.~ 
ax Baucus 

United States Senator 
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The Honorable Barack H. Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20500~0004 

Dear President Obama: 

May 19,2009 

COMMITTEES: 
ENVIRONMENT ANO PUIIUCWOm<S. 

FIJREIGN RELATIONS 
AGRICULTUIIE 

SPECIAL COMMI11EE ON AGING 

I am very concerned about the expanding humanitarian crisis triggered by th~ 
. military offensive by the Pakistani government against the extremist Taliban groups in 

the Swat valley and neighboring areas. We appreciate Pakistan's determination to end 
the oppressive and dangerous Tal1ban regime in those regions. We must ensure that we 
allocate sufficient.funding to address the immediate crisis and the rebuilding that will be 
necessary to allow those people to return home while minimizing the possibility that 
extremist groups will again take root in. those areas. 

As you know, the nwnber of Internally Displaced People (IDPs) is over one 
million and .growing. Tens of thousands are in-desperate need of immediate and. urgent 
relief in terms. of shelter, food, clothing and healthcare. Hundreds of thousands more have 
found shelter with their families, but their needs and the'strain they put on those families 
likewise.neces~tate a strong response from the international community. Based on the 
funding required to address the more limited numbers ofPakist8ni IDPs m the past year, I 
understand that it may require as much as $300 million to adequately address· the relief 
operations for the current number ofiDPs in the affe~.-ted areas. · 

In addition to these immediate needs, I am sure you appreciate the need for a . 
consistent and ~equate commitment to rebuilding the affc;cted regions of Swat, Federally 
Administered Tribal Areas (F ATA) and neighboring regions, as well as other areas of 
Pakistan. The Taliban and attendant groups in Pakistan are losing their public appeal, 
while the latest actions of the Pakistimi government have gained support Qf all major 
political parties in Pakistan as well as the majority of the people of Pakistan. We must 
capitalize on this shift in opinion to' work with the .Pakistani government and civil societY 
ip. helping to rebuild and stabilize the north-wesfregion and addreSs is8ues such as 
supporting free media, en(;ouraging the growth of women's rights, expanding educatioDal 
opportunities, arid other democracy and stability building programs throughout the · 
cowitry. . . . . . 

. I'IIINTED ON RfcvCLED PAPE~ 



As you have stated on several occasions, the United States is locked iil a battle 
with the extremists for the hearts and minds of Muslims around the world. We showed 
our strong support for the people of Pakistan after the earthquake in the Northern regions 
in October 2005. Our assistance yielded positive attitudes toward the United States 
among the Pakistani people. 

The assistance to Pakistan in the Fiscal Year 2009 ·supplemental appropriation 
currently before Congress will go a long way in strengthening Pakistan's constitutional 
democracy and addressing its developmenta.J. needs. But the United States must take. 
immediate action to demonstrate to the 170 million people in Pakistan that our goal is to 
work with them to achieve a peaceful, stable and prosperous Pakistan for all its citizens. 

Sincerely yours, 

~t'.~ 
Kirsten E. Gillibrand 

CC: Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton 
· Secretary of Defense Robert Gates / . 

General (Ret) James Jones, National Security Advisor 
Ambassador Richard C. Holbrooke,.Special Representative to Afghanistan and 
Pakistan 
General David Petraeus, Commander, U.S. Central Command 
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Dr. Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 2030 1-l 000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

May 21,2009 

SUITESH~5 

HART BUILDING 
WASHINGTON. DC20510 

(202) 224-3004 

Thank you for your willingness to meet. with several senators Wednesday morning to 
discuss our concerns regarding proposed reductions. in several defense systeins, including 
ground-based interceptor missiles in Alaska. I very ntuch appreciate your time to further 
e~plain the administration's thinking on modemizing_our nation's defense posture .. 

I was heartened· by your commitment,~~ ih~: gl:~,ill:td-based missile -defense system. a 
portion of which is based in my stat~'atFbrfGie¢ly. As you know, many membersofthe 
Senate believe this -system is a proven ci>mponent of our defense capabilities. R~cent . 
missile launches by North Korea and Iran inake ibis system everi more vital. 

As we discussed, I look forward to yoU! department's further amplification on the role of 
the system iri America's overall defen~e posture~ the robu,st testing program you have 
already endorsed and the overall mainte11ance of the Fort Greely-based missiles to ensure 
they are capable.of addressing threats to our state and natiori. . ' '. 

Th~k. you also for you~ w_illi.ngness to travel to Alaska to address in-person Alaska's 
servicemen and: women who are so ably pto~ctlrig our country·. 

· ... ' '. 
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The President 
The Wblte House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

May 18,2009 

A3 you know, the humanitarian crisis in Pakistan's North West Frontier Province, 
which is the result of increased fighting between the Pakistan Army and militants, is 
reaching historic and catastrophic proportions. Over one million people have already 
been displaced, in what is believed to be the single largest civilian migration in the region· 
since the 1947 Partition. Worryingly, the numbers of displaced are continuing to grow. 
We must help the Pakistani government protect the civilian population while fighting 
~nti~ues and provide assistance to the ~i~placed to ensure this cri~~~. ~oes ll.?.t. ~~ad to 
~:~~rtinrest throughout~~ rest~ff~~~ :9~Wltry. · . • .. ).. · ..... ; ' , .. 

Uhlted Nations offici'ai~ h~V61called for a "massive int~ational effdrtn% adLtress 
the crisis, warning that absent such an effort, it will be "absolutely impossible" to provide 

as~~~~;·~~~po~. i~d_i~te.~~t. ~~~~ ~~ s!S?:i~~~ ~~J?~S ;W, ~e basi~. ~~i~~~ce currently 
bemg pro'\1d~? .. ~~.~~~tfig fa,~?· ~~te~,~~~~!(er,, ~~ F~~q9~·,~· ·~r!~d8~~?.~·~s~~e 80 to 90 
~undcenttrao~thfr~~e .. ~.~th-~~~~cl~bjar1. ~~,r.e~~~. ~~:.~~-.P,~~ptta!t~ ?f,f~~!f 3f}~j ~~?-~~. ~~dy er s m om e g o a economic cnsts. · · · 

. . . .. . {!l"!.l •:·.1:.;. ·)·Jr:~ r:~f· ·,it·:. 

We are deeply concerned that if not adequately addressed, the.crisis could 
undermine the Pakistani government and compromise our ability to help stabilize the 
ooun~. We note with cone~ that the media is repor.J,ing th~ charity wings of designated 
terrorist organizations:such E!S Lashkar-e-Taiba are al~ady rpshing to provide assistance 
in the absence of a sufficient government response. 

For this reason, we are writing to urge you to work in full partnership with the 
Gov~~ent of Pakistan to mount an inunediate U.S. response that addresses both the 
short-term 8!ld long-term needs o(~e 4i!placed .. We believe that 11ot'P~g less than an 
immedi~te, large-scale response that mobilizes the re_sources of the ~ntire l!.~~· .· · · 
~ov~ent; as well as the private secto~, is required to ensure the P~~q~~ople .· 
receive the help they need. . . · . . . · · · · ·.: ... .' · · 

. . . ... ~ .. 

AS \ve saw iii the aftmnath ofthe 2004 tsunami in Southeast Asia and the 2oos 
e~quake in nort~~ Pakistan, the United States possesses unique capabilities to 
provi~e swift and effective ~id for civilian popu~ations suffering ~om. tmt?~ecedented 

. '.· .. ·. ' 

'· '•,. :' -
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ilnittd £'tatrs £'rnatr 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

humanitarian crises. We believe that we have both a moral and strategic imperative to 
help provide an immediate response to the crisis unfolding in Pakistan. 

We thank you for your attention to this urgent and critical matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Russell D. Feingold 
United States Senator 

Jon Kyl 
United States Senator 

CC: Secretary of State I:Jillary Rodham Cljnton 
Secretary. of Defense Robert Gates '1/ 

I 

United States Senator 

(/}r(L.. '-~·"· Robert P. Casey Jr. 
United States Senator 

General (Ret.) James Jones, National Security Atlvisor' 
Ambassador Richard C. Holbrooke, Special Representative to Afghanistan and 
Pakistan 
General David Petraeus, Commander, U.S. Central Command 
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MICHAEL F. BENNET 
COLORADO 

WASHINGTON, DC: 
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WASHINGTON, DC 20510 
(202)224-..... 

C(WIMITTEES: 

AGRICULTURE. NUTRITION, ANO FORESTRY 

BANKING, HOUSING. ANO 
URBAN AFFAIRS 

HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

SPECIAL COMMITIEE ON AGING 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ilnittd ~tatm ~rnetr 
WASHINGTON, DC 2051D-0609 

May23,2009 

On behalf of the 4,500 employees at Memorial Health System and the 140,119 
TRlCARE beneficiaries who live in Colorado Springs, Colorado, I write to ask your 
assistance in Memorial Health System's efforts to obtain approval for a three-year 
Temporary Military Contingency Payment Adjustment (TMCPA). A TMCPA would 
allow the system to continue to provide quality care to the TRICARE population of 
Colorado Springs. 

Memorial Health System is a 600 plus bed acute care health and hospital system that 
serves an area in which there are five military installations: The United States Air Force 
Academy, Peterson Air Force Base, Shriever Air Force Base, Cheyenne Mountain Air 
Force Station, and Fort Carson. Due to a severe shortage ofTRICARE providers in 
Memorial Health System's service area, Memorial is the largest nonmilitary provider for 
the TRICARE population in the western region, as well as the largest provider of 
Emergency Department and Urgent Care services in the Colorado Springs area. In 2008, 
Memorial Health System provided over 45,000 patient visits to the TRICARE population 
and provided care for 149 babies. 

Additionally, with this an arrival of an additional 7,000 troops and their families from the 
4th Infantry Division moving from Fort Hood, Texas to Fort Carson this summer, demand 
for these military families at Memorial Health System is only going to increase. 

While I understand the Department of Defense's desire to adopt a TRICARE outpatient 
prospective payment system (OPPS) that is more in line with Medicare rules, I am 
concerned that immirtent implementation of this adjustment will be financially crippling 
for Memorial Health System. Without a TMCP A, Memorial Health System's TRlCARE 
reimbursement will be reduced by over $1 0 million, and the facility will have to consider 
limiting both access to the types of care it delivers to its TRICARE population, and 
potentially the amount of healthcare workforce available to serve these military families. 
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Granting Memorial Health System a TMCPA is essential to making sure our military 
families receive the high-quality care they need and deserve. With a gradual transition to 
the TRICARE outpatient prospective payment system, Memorial could continue its 
mission of helping to keep our military ready and prepared for future challenges. On 
behalf of these families, I thank ·you for your attention to this matter and urge you to grant 
this adjustment. 

ThaDk you for your leadership and commitment to our nation's men and women in 
uniform. 

Sincerely, . 

~~~ 
Michael F. Bennet 
United States _Senator 
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ti.nittd ~mtu ~matt 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Department ofDefODSe 
I 400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

WASHINGTON, DC 20110 

June 2. 20()9 

We are writing on behalf ofthe 94* Infanny Division, which valiantly fought 
during the European campaign-ofWOl'ld War II. In April194S, the Division came across · 
a concentration camp near Velbert. Germazly containing hundreds of dying prisoners, and. 
was relieved by a medical unit that cared for the prisoners who· were in dire need of 
medical attention. 

Despite the fact that the 94th Infantry Division was the first Allied unit to enter 
the camp. it has not yet been recognized as an official b"borating unit of World War D. · 
The Division hopes very much to be approved for liberation status. so that its flag can be 
flown at the Holocaust Museum. We underm:and that the Division has complied with all 
o:fthe necessary guidelines established for such status by the United States Center for 
Militazy History, and have the personal accounts of two soldiers who served in the unit at 
that time "' Edward Cowley and Thoma& Manthey. 

We rcspect1iilly request that the 94tl' Infantry Division be considered by the 
Department for liberation status, and any appropriate assistance or consideration that you 
can provide would be greatly apprec.iated. If you have any additional questions or 
conoems, please have your staff contact Tristan Talcos in Senator KODnedy's office at 
(617) 565-4471, or BradyVanEngelenin SenatorKeay"s ofticcat(202) 224--2742. 

T1umk you for yOllr eoosideration in this matter. 

With respect and appreciation, 

Sincerely, 

212 



ORRIN G. HATCH 
UTAH 

~rtihb ~bdts J&enate 
Tm-: QQ21224-6261 
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Woblut•. l'l'DP!.Www.unllttt.\I(WI-h*idt 

The Honorable William J. Lynn 
Deputy Secretary 
The Depa.-tment of Defense 
1100 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1100 

Dear ~cretary Lynn; 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051o-4402 

June 8, -2009 

~ 

FINANCE 

JUDI¢wn' 

HEALTH, EOUCATIDN. 
LA80fl, A_NO PE~IONS 

INTElLIGENCE 

JOINT COMMITTEE 
ON TAXATION 

Thank you for your May 28th letter. I appreciate learning the Department of Defense's 
("Department~) views on the subjects covered in the letter. In addition. I loot forward to 
oontinuing to work with you on enhancing our nation's security. 

I was delighted to learn of the Department's commitmeatto our depot-maintenance 
system by "compl[ying] with lhe 50/SO and Core laws as currently written and interpreted."' 
As you know, the Congress. on a bipartisan basis, has worked·with the Department over the past 
several years to recapitalize our depot maintenance system. The warfi~ter has greatly 
benefited from this renewed inveSiment through sustained on-time delivery rates of vital 
equipment. 

Regarding the land--based solid rocket motor intercontinental ballistic missile industrial 
base, I deeply appreciate the Department and the Air Force's ~ognition of the merits of . 
sustaining this vita] national infrastructure. The Air Force's Fiscal Year 2010 budget request of 
$43 million is an important first ·s~. However, your letter does no~ address if the Department 
will aetedc to the Secre1ary of the Air Force's request to reprogram sufficient Fiscal Year2009 
funds to maintain solid rocket production this fia year. Onl)· a prompt transfer of these funds 
will prevent further interruptions in prodootion. resulting in millions of dollars in unnecessary 
costs, and the stabilization of employment for the highly sought after engineers atld technicians 
that manufacture solid rocket motors. 

- Therefore, I respectfully request the Department agree to Secretary Donley's request and 
reprogram, on an ·expedited basis, FiStal Year 2009 ft.mds to maintain-our nation's land-based 
solid rocket motor intercontinental ballistic missile industrial base. 

Thank you for yout consideration of this matter. · 

Orrin G. Hatch 
United States SeDator 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secret~y. 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051CH:l703 

June 10, 2009 

Tou Fot&: 1·-800-225-5805 

UOM£' PAGE: 

http:JniebGrmon.seaate.Qov 

I read with great interest your speech to the Association of American Universities 
on April 14, 2008. On that occasion you noted the potential of the records of Saddam 
Hussein's Ba'athist regime, captured by American forces in 2003. to provide us 
"unprecedented insights., into the workings of dictatorial third-world regimes. You 
rightly compared this collection of materials to the Smolcnsk archives, upon which 
scholars ofthe Soviet Unio~ like Merle Fainsod based much of their research. You also 
announced that the Defense Department was funding an effort to open a Conflict Records 
Research Center at the National Defense University. 

I strongly support your goal of making the records ofSaddam Hussein's regime 
available to the broad scholarly community for research and study. However, I am 
concerned by the apparent slow pace of this valuable project. I note that the Defense 
Department has yet to establish a Conflict Records Research Center in the 15 months that 
have passed since your announcement, nor docs the opening of such a center appear to be 
on the horilon. 

I would therefore be grateful for a progress report on your efforts to establish a 
Conflict Records Research Center at the National Defense University, a timelinc for its 
creation, as well as an estimate of the resources that the Defense Department will devote 
to the center over the long tenn. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter and your commitment to this worthy 
and important endeavor. 

<S:Iy, . 
a;.~ I. Lieberman 

UNITED STATES SENATOR 

'A / 
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WASHINGTON 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense, The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

tlnitro ~tatm ~matt 
WASHINGTON, DC 2061H704 

June 4, 2009 

COMMrTTEES: 

AI'PROPAIATIONS 

BUDGET 

HeALTH. EDUCATION. LABOR 
AND PENSIONS 

RULES AND ADMINISTRATION 

VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

I write to urge you to act immediately to protect the jobs of people with severe disabilities working on the 
Department of Defense (DoD) service contracts under the AbilityOne Program. Specifically, I ask that 
you; 

I. Reaffmn the moratorium on conversions set forth in the December 29, 2004, Memorandum 
wherein Under Secretary of Defense Chu states, DoD NAF/s shall not enter into contracts or 
agreements with DoD elements or other Federal Departments, Agencies, or instrumentalities for 
the provision of goods and services that will result in the loss of jobs created pursuant to the 
Randolph Sheppard Act, the Javits·Wagner-O'Day Act, or small bu.siness programs until a policy 
solution can be reached that encourages job creation; 

2. Request that the AbilityOne Program be part of the Air Force solution; and, 
3. Provide notification that responses to date from Arthur Meyers, principal Director, Military 

Community and Family Policy, do not fully address the above two issues. 

I support the DoD Food Transformation effort where it results in higher quality and efficiency to service 
members and lower costs. However, given the potential impact this challenge could have on the 
employment of thousands of people with severe disabilities in the AbilityOne Program, I strongly urge 
the DoD to coordinate with AbilityOne representatives to develop a policy solution that encourages job 
creation through both the MWR and the AbilityOne Programs. This is a crucial step to incorporate the 
best thinking to resolve this issue, particularly when jobs for people with severe disabilities are so rare, 
reflecting an unemployment rate unparalleled by any other demographic sector of our society. 

Thank you for your early consideration of this urgent request. If you have any questions on this issue, 
please contact Crystal Bridgeman at (202) 224-2621 in my office. 
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WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4605 

JOINT ECONOMIC t;:OMMIITEE 

The Honorable William J. Lynn III 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
The Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 2030 I 

Dear Secretary Lynn, 

June 11, 2009 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

[2021 224-4024 

During your confirmation hearing in January, you agreed to review the Navy's 
proposal to homeport a nuclear-powered aircraft carrier in Mayport, Florida, as part of 
the Quadrennial Defense Review. I appreciate your making this commitment. My 
purpose in writing is to request that this review consider new information regarding the 
Department ofthe Navy's fiscal year 2010 budget request revealed by Admiral 
Roughead, the chief of naval operations, during a hearing last week before the Senate 
Committee on Armed SeiVices. This input updates the comprehensive critical assessment 
of the Navy's plan that I forwarded to you and Under Secretary Flournoy in January. 

I was struck by the growing level of risk that Admiral Roughead identifies in 
several Navy warfighting and shore readiness areas. In his prepared statement, a copy of 
which I have enclosed for your information, he states: 

• The Navy is "stretched in our ability to meet additional operational demands." 
• The risk in the areas ofwarfighting, personnel, and force structure is 

"moderate today trending toward significant in the future." 
• "Future shore readiness ... is at risk." 
• The continued decrease in the number of strike-fighter tactical aircraft "will 

affect the capacity and effectiveness of our air wings." (One estimate places 
this shortfall at 125 aircraft by 2015. Other estimates range as high as 220 
aircraft in successive years.) 

I do not recall a starker assessment of the operational risks facing the Navy since 
then-CNO Admiral Thomas Hayward testified in 1979 that the Navy possessed a one­
and-a-half-ocean Navy for a three-ocean requirement. 

T))e Navy has justified relocating an aircraft carrier to Mayport as "a hedge 
against a catastrophic event in Hampton Roads." Contrary to Admiral Roughead's 
assessment of the real risk facing the Navy at sea and ashore, however, the Navy has 
described the risk of a future catastrophic event in Hampton Roads as "small." 
Moreover, the Navy has stated, "No clear, credible threat distinguishes one homeport 
from the other." In short, a risk-based resource allocation methodology will document 
that the Navy's homeporting proposal for Mayport, Florida, is not a sound investment. 

Ill 



Regarding shore readiness, Admiral Roughead testified, '' ... Maintenance and 
recapitalization requirements have grown, and the cost of ownership for our shore 
infrastructure has increased. At current investment levels, our future shore readiness, 
particularly recapitalization of our facilities infrastructure, is at risk." 

The Navy docwnented the full dimension of this growing problem to my staff earlier 
this year. In January, the Navy acknowledged it has a $28 billion backlog in shore facility 
restoration and modernization-documented projects to repair or modernize taxiways, high­
explosive magazines, hangar roofs, piers, waterfront-support buildings, galleys, and other 
facilities. 

In particular, the growing funding backlog for necessary sustainment, restoration, 
and modernization projects at the Navy's four naval shipyards is cause for alann in light 
of their work on nuclear-powered ships. Last November, the Navy said the \>acklog was 
$791 million. Last month, I was informed that the shortfall had grown to $1.3 billion, 
broken out as follows: 

• Puget Sound Naval Shipyard: $327.2 million 
• Norfolk Naval Shipyard: $450.6 million 
• Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard: $312.6 million 
• Portsmouth Naval Shipyard: $206.4 million 

At the same time that the Navy is not properly maintaining its existing shipyard 
infrastructure, workers from these yards are periodically rotated to Guam and Diego 
Garcia to conduct depot-level maintenance on forvvard-deployed ships. In Guam, this 
entails a high level of work on homeported nuclear;.powered attack submarines and a 
submarine tender. In Diego Garcia, shipyard fly-away teams perfonn similar work on 
nuclear-powered guided-missile submarines. Adequate shore facilities do not exist at 
either location. Unavoidably, the workers' efficiency in performing complex repairs and 
maintenance is degraded. 

These worrisome trends-a failure to sustain past investments in shore 
infrastructure or to address emergent requirements-should be reversed before the Navy 
builds redWJdant nuclear-support infrastructure in Mayport that will only be fully manned 
when a carrier is in port. Rather than investing in expensive new facilities in Mayport, 
which is contrary to the Navy's Shore Investment Strategy's goal of consolidating its 
shore footprint, the Navy should first remedy its current shore-installation backlog. 

There are more fiscally responsible and strategically sound options to sustain 
Naval Station Mayport as a viable Navy homeport on the East Coast. The assignment of 
new construction surface combatants or in-service amphibious force ships better suited to 
the operational requirements of the commander, U.S. Southern Command is a preferable 
and more affordable approach. 

Alternatively, funding could be applied for the construction of an additional 
Wasp-class amphibious assault ship (LHD). The required funding is estimated by 
industry to be $2.7 billion in constant-year 2010 dollars. This assumes repeating the 
LHD-8 design with funding for hull, mechanical, and electrical systems only. 



The Navy could fund roughly a third of the construction cost for a ninth LHD 
with the funding that will likely be required (up to $1 billion) for its carrier homeporting 
scheme in Mayport. This option has other attractive advantages. Namely, it will: 

• Help address today's shortfall in providing sufficient amphibious lift for the 
Marine Corps' two Marine Expeditionary Brigades. Admiral Roughead and 

. General Conway, the commandant ofthe Marine Corps, agree that 38 
amphibious warfare ships are needed for this mission. We will have 31 (not 
including two command ships) when LHD-8 is commissioned later this year; 

• Provide a more operationally relevant platfonn for the U.S. Southern. 
Command's area of geographic responsibility in the Central American region; 

• Be homeported closer to Morehead City, North Carolina, for embarkation of 
Marine units; and 

• Provide more opportunities for maintenance work to local ship-repair 
companies in Jacksonville than a nuclear-powered aircraft carrier. 

Speaking as both a member of the Senate Committee on Armed Services and a 
former secretary of the Navy, I remain convinced that there is no reasonable justification 
for the relocation of an aircraft carrier to Mayport when the Navy has identified growing 
readiness risks in its warfighting and shore-installation programs. · 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
ebb 
States Senator 

Copy to: Under Secretary of Defense 

Enclosure: As stated 

----·---------· ------
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tlnitcd ~tates ~matt 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051Q-6025 
http://appropriations.senate.gov 

June 9, 2009 

At recent hearings before various Committees of Congress, Defense 
Department representatives have attested to the need for acquisition reform. 
It is clear from this testimony that competition is the single most effective 
means to infuse cost, schedule, quality, performance, and technology 
development discipline into the procurement process. 

For several years, Congress has supported the competitive 
procurement of the propulsion system for the Joint Strike Fighter aircraft. 
However, while we recognize that the Administration supports competition, 
the fiscal year 2010 defense budget maintains a sole source acquisition 
strategy for the JSF engine. 

Recent testimony from Defense Department witnesses asserted that 
the business case does not support a competitive procurement strategy for 
the JSF engine. The Department has provided estimates ranging from $2-5 
billion to establish a competitive source for annual procurements that will 
total nearly $100 billion for JSF engines over the life of the program. We 
are advised that the cost to maintain a sole source procurement may be three 
times that estimate. 

To inform our proceedings on your FY 2010 budget request, I would 
appreciate the Department's estimate of the comparative cost to procure 
engines from a sole source provider and from two sources. This analysis 
should include the cost to develop the current sole source engine as well as 
the cost to finance the announced upgrade of the engine to meet program 
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performance requirements. Please conclude the analysis with a comparison 
of the elements of expense and expected unit cost for sole source versus 
competitive procurement over the JSF production cycle. 

I would appreciate a response within 30 days following receipt of this 
letter. 

Sincerely, 

elK. Inouye 
Chairman J 
Committee 6~ Appropriations 
Subconunitt¥ on Defense 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

tinitn1 ~tarrs ~rnatr 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

June 2, 2009 

COMMITTEES: 

COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND TRANSPORTATION 

ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS 

INDIAN AFFAIRS 

RULES AND ADMINISTRATION 

As you are well aware, making certain that soldiers recently separated from the military are fully 
knowledgeable of the benefits due them as a veteran has been a difficult process. I applaud your efforts 
as Secretary of Defense to ease the transition and working with Secretary Shinsekl at the Department of 
Veterans Affairs in this effort. To build on these ongoing efforts, I respectfully suggest a modification to 
the DO 214 form and ask that you consider adding a new contact, the email address, to the form as a 
way to increase communication to these new veterans. 

Earlier this year, I was visited by the New Mexico Secretary of the Department of Veterans 
Services who reported to me that nearly 60 percent of welcomins mail sent by the Department to new 
veterans in New Mexico, which makes them aware of their education, health, and home ownership 
benefits, is returned. Oftentimes the return is due to an incorrect mailing address, which is usually 
taken from the DO 214 and is the only manner in which the Department is able to contact the veteran. 
The Secretary stated that by adding a requirement that the soldier filling out the DO 214 include an 
email address, it would make it easier, timelier, and more cost effective to reach the veteran with 
information he or she can use. 

I fully support this idea and 1 would ask that you look into having the DO 214 form altered to 
Include an email address. The vast majority of Americans use email daily, including our men and women 
serving in uniform abroad, and It only makes sense that we would try to continue to connect with them 
aftvr they have left the service by utilizing all forms of communication, including email. This would 
benefit not only the soldiers, but veterans departments and organizations across the country. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. I look forward to hearing back from and 
continuing to work together to serve our soldiers and our veterans. 
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I was grateful for the opportunity to discuss with you the U.S. nuclear deterrent in the 
context of the Administration's arms control agenda during a recent meeting in Senator 
Lieberman's office. I appreciated hearing you say that you share my concerns about reducing 
our nuclear forces, including om operationally deployed strategic nuclear warheads (ODSNW), 
before a modernization program is in place to address the neglect to both our nuclear weapons 
and the oomplex of infrastructure that supports them. I have further articulated my concerns in a 
recent speech on the Senate floor, and I have enclosed a copy of those remarks for your 
consideration. 

I believe you made a critical point at the Carnegie Endowment last October when you 
characterized the "long tenn prognosis" of our nuclear deterrent as "bleak." That assessment 
was one of the reasons I mged the Bush administration at about the same time to seek funding­
even on an emergency basis- to begin the process of arresting the downward spiral and why I 
believe it is imperative that we move forward on a comprehensive modernization plan now. 

h you know, the President stated that he intends to seek bil~ reductions with the 
Russians below the lower limit (2,200 to 1 ~700) of the Moscow Treaty of2002. Some in the 
press have reported that the Administration may·attempt to go to as low as 1,500 ODSNW, 
which would constitute an approximately 30 percent reduction in our deployed strategic nuclear 
foroes- a very significant reduction. I believe you noted in a recent interview that you begin to 
get necvous at this low level. 

Importantly, consideration of reductions of this magnitude would be occwring well 
before the Administration has completed the oongressionally directed Nuclear Posture Review, 
Quadrennial Defense Review and Missile Defense Policy Review. Given the timing of these 
reviews and the impending expiration of the 1991 START agreement, there is the danger that ~e 
START process will inform the NPR as opposed to the NPR informing the START process, as 
Congress intended. This would be dangerous and wrong. 

My greatest concern, however, is that we are again talking about reductions to our 
nudear forces before the U.S. begins, much Jess completes, a long overdue and desperately 

http://www.aenate.gov/-kVV 
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needed modernization of our nuclear weapons stockpile and complex of support infrastructure. 
The FYI 0 budget compounds what I believe is a pattern of neglect of the U.S. nuclear enterprise, 
and even accelerates it in the five year projections. Though this is chiefly a Department of 
Energy/NNSA budget issue, the strategic military requirements are appropriately set by the 
Department of Defense. Based on your comments. I know you are well aware ot: and troubled 
by. the outcomes that have been produced by this system of organization. 

For almost two decades, administrations and Congress have underfunded the requests 
:fro:rn the weapons labs (e.g., Los Alamos and Sandia) and the weapons facilities (e.g., Pantex and 
Y-12). Neither branch of government has taken seriously .the significant problems affecting the 
U.S. nuclear enterprise. 

The best illustration of this failure is seen in the case of the Reliable Replacement 
Warhead (RRW) program. Two House members who served on an appropriations subcommittee 
with no real national security role were pennitted to reject the request for the RRW without 
serious explanation or justification, and Congress accepted their rejection. 

So, how do we implement a plan for modernization along the same timeline as the 
START negotiations? 

The first option would be to seek a reprogramming ofFY09 appropriated funds by 
submitting a request to the House and Senate Armed Services Committees and to the Energy and 
Water Subcommittees of the House and Senate Appropriations Committees. If any one of those 
committees disagreed, the reprogramming request would die. In fact, unless the Chainnen and 
Ranking Members of all four of those committees agree, the reprogramming request would die. 

One clear problem would emerg~ with the Appropriations Committees, which would 
likely have to absorb a significant share of a reprogramming request- one that might affect their 
programs on the nuclear weapons enterprise, but would also likely impact their water 
inftastructure, energy development, or nonproliferation programs. 

Second, a request for supplemental appropriations could also be submitted at the same 
time as the treaty documents. This option would require a formal vetting of the request by both 
the House and Senate, beginning with the Appropriations Committees. which could be 
undertaken, with significant Administration commitment, while the Senate is considering the 
possible ratification of the expected START follow-on treatr. 

Another option would be for the Office Management and Budget to submit an 
am~dment to the FYtO budget request A1r. of this writing, the House and Senate Armed . 
Services Committees and the House - and shortly the Senate - Appropriations Committees have 
begun to mark up their annual authorization and appropriations bills, meaning this would be an 
uphill climb. 

Lastly, there is the FYI I budget. As you know, the President ordinarily submits bis 
budget in February. Consequently, START would be expected to precede by several months an 
official modernization request. Even then, its fate in Congress is uncertain. 
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Because of these tUning issues, I urge you to make clear, in detail, what you believe must 
be included in a modernization program. One place to start would be the package of 
supplemental appropriations and reprograrmning requests developed by the Departments of 
Energy and Defense last ~ar at the instruction of Vice President Cheney. I understood you were 
in support of this concept during meetings on Capitol Hill and in the interagency review process. 
Since this was never desigtled to be a comprehensive modernization plan, it is only a starting 
point. 

I understand it is unusual for the head of one federal department to go into detail about 
how the programs in another federal department should be funded in the federal budget. I would 
only note that the nuclear weapons enteiprise is one of the few programs, if not the only program 
that crosses so many executive and legislative lines of authority. This could even take the form 
of a public statement from you and Secretary Chu detailing exactly what is needed to modernize 
our stmtegic and tactical warheads and the complex of support infrastructure. Such an action 
would be most helpful to those in Congress and the Administration who an: willing to work to 
promote the safety, security, reliability and credibility of the U.S. nuclear deterrent. 

As we discussed in our recent meeting in Senator Lieberman•s office, the Perry­
Schlesinger Commission has identified correctly the problems confronting the U.S. nuclear 
deterrent and what we need to do about it. Following its recommendations, I hope we can work 
together to ensure this basic building block of U.S. national security is given the attention aod 
resources it needs. 

Finally, I understand that the last Administration~ but never released, an 
unclassified version of the 2001 Nuclear Posture Review. l urge you to make it a priority to have 
the Pentagon release this document. I believe that doing so would serve a valuable purpose of 
making sure members of the public, their representatives in Congress, and the allied and friendly 
nations that rely on our nuclear deterrent are fully informed about America's strategy for 
providing ·deterrence and assmance over the coming years. 

Thank you for yout concern about these matters. 

Sincerely, 

~./L-· 
JONKYL 
United States Senator 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Sccretaxy of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
WashingtOn. DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

To:97035718951 

tlnitfd ~tatts ~rnatt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

June 11, 2009 

On December 19, 2008, I sent you a letter expressing concern about a Washington Post 
anicle reporting that the Anny was seeking bids for an American firm "to manage oversight of 
private security companies in Afghanistan." 

In your February 17~ 2009 raponse, you 'stated that the solicitation at issue was for a 
contract to provide administrative support to Combined Jo.inl: Task Fo~W - Operation Enduring 
Freedom's (CJTF-101) Armed Contractor Ovcrsisht Directorate (ACOD), which oversees private 
security contractors (PSC) in Afghanistan. Your letter also said that the ACOD '·'has four Field 
Grade Officers assigned, including an 0-<i director. Contractor personnel will have no direct 
input into daily operations. fo.rce protection. or 'ombat operations. Only govemment personnel 
will perform oversight duties with respect to privale security contraccors.•• 

Earlier tbis week, the Commission on Wartime Contracting issued an interim report to 
Congress on contingency contracting in Iraq and Afghanistan. I was troubled to read in that 
report that. since it was established,. the ACOD in Afghanistan "laa.s primarily been~ by 
contractor personnel &om Aegis., The report said that CJTF-1 01 submitted m expedited request 
for four field grade officers for the ACOD, but that ·"as ofmi~May the teque$t had yet to be 
approved and there were no senior U.S. military officials assi.aned full-time to the directorate." 
The Commission concluded that. without those military ofticen in place at the ACOD, "Aegis is 
in a role of signiticant official responsibility in reviewing activities of other private !lecurity 
contractors., 

Please advise me u to: 

1. The nuntber and rank of military officers currently assigned to the ACO D in 
Afghanistan and the dates of their assipments. 
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2. The current responsibilities of Aegis personnel as they relate to the oversiaht of'PSC 
activities,. including their role in investigatina escalation of force incidentS in\iolving 
contractors. 

I share the view a.rtic.ulated in your Februacy 17, l009letter that the Department must 
continually demonstrate that the usc of contractors on the battlefield is govemed by proper 
palicies, practices, and overs1Jht, Tt is my hope that our effons in Afghanistan meet that 
standard. Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. 

cc: Senator John McCain 
Ranking Member 

Carl Levin 
Chairman 

P.3"3 
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The Honorable William J. Lynn 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington DC 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Lynn: 

Bnitnt i'tatts ~matt 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

June 12, 2009 

COMMITTEES: 

ARMED SERVICES 

COMMERCE, SCIENCE AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING 

HOMELAND SECURITY 
AND GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 

AD HOC SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
CONTRACTING OVERSIGHT 

In light of new information received by my office and my continued disagreement"' ith a BRAC related 
detennination by the Department of Defense, I ask for your review of the impending relocation of the 
Technology Services Organization (TSO) in Kansas City, Missouri to Indianapolis, Indiana. In particular, I 
ask that you review whether DoD officials implementing the move are circumventing law and regulation by 
understating rental costs and space requirements related to the move. Further, I urge a fresh review of the 
Department's determination that the TSO is a related activity to the Defense Finance and Accounting Service 
(DFAS)- Kansas City. Under BRAC 2005, OF AS-Kansas City was required to realign to Indianapolis. Since 
that time, the Department has inappropriately sought to move the TSO to Indianapolis on the erroneous basis 
that the TSO is a related activity to DFAS. 

As stated in a November 2008 letter signed by myself, Senator Bond, and Congressmen Skelton, 
Graves and Cleaver, it is inappropriate for the TSO function in Kansas City to be realigned away from the city 
pursuant to the BRAC 2005 process. This conclusion is buttressed by findings of the Director, DFAS and the 
Headquarters, United States Marine Corps, both of whom concluded thai the TSO had been realigned from 
DF AS-Kansas City function prior to the BRAC determinations and thus constituted both a separate and 
unrelated activity from DFAS at the time of passage of the BRAC Jaw. Corroborating this finding is the fact 
that the Department did not budget for the relocation of the TSO, a move with estimated costs approaching 
$200M. There is also no federal space planned for or allocated to the TSO in Indianapolis. 

I have also been informed that the Department has requested approximately 76,000 square feet of 
rental space in Indianapolis for the TSO. This represents less than half the space the TSO currently occupies in 
Kansas City. It has been alleged that this under-requesting of office space has .th~ purp,ose of circumventing 
expanded Congressional review of the lease. Further, i.t has been al1eged that at some point in the·future . 
Department ofTJCials will seek to acquire an additional.l20,000 square feet ofspace to house the remainder of 
the government and contract personnel,that c_urrently occupy space in GSA facilities in Kansas City. Such an 
action, if accurate, appears dubious and may be' unnecessarily expensive and inefficient. More importantly, it 
may represent an impennissible splitting of procurements for the purpose of circumventing the .. prospectus 
level" Congressional approval process. I seek your review of these allegations and would like a detailed 
explanation of how the Department is acquiring space for the TSO in Indianapolis, as well as how it is 
compliant with law and regulation. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I look forward to hearing back from you. 
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The Honorable William J. Lynn 10 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
1010 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, OC 20301-1010 

Dear Deputy Secretary Lynn, 

June 22, 2009 

As you know, over the past year I have closely followed the Pentagon's multiple 
investigations into the electroc:utions of U.S. soldiers while aervin& in Iraq. My interest 
in this istuc sparked by the courage and perseverance of a constituent of mine, 

(b)(e) lost her son, Staff Sergeant Ryan Maseth, on January 2, 2008 when 
he was electrocuted while taking a shower at the Radwaniyah Palace Complex in Iraq. 

<
6

><
6

> bas been driven by an unyielding pursuit of the truth about her son' s death. Since 
Ryan died at the beginning of2008, she has received three separate accounts ofber son's 
death, each successive account changing in key details. The U.S. Army Criminal 
Investigative Division (CID) and the Department of Defense Inspector Oeneral both have 
ongoing investigations into the circumstances of Ryan's death. In addition, Ryan's 
family has filed a civil lawsuit against KBR, Inc. 

The U.S. Army CID closed an initial investigation into Ryan's death on June 11, 2008, 
without filing any charges. However, it reopened the investi~on on August 29, 2008. 
On December 16, 2008 a U.S. Anny CID investigator emailed 6 convey the news 
that the CID' s official classification of Ryan's death had been changed from accidental: 
homicide to negligent homicide. 



Since that exchange (b)(&) bas been told repeatedly that her son's case would be closed 
soon. ~ exc e with General Rodney Johnson, the CID ColDllUlDding 
General~ was told on Juue 8, 2009. On this day, she 
received a phone call fro aCID OrolW Commaoder in Atlanta. He 
infOI'Dled her that the investigation ts comp ete t that the Judge Advocates Oeoeral arc 
still reviewing the investigation for thoroughness, a claim that has been made to her 
before. · 

~~was also informed that her efforts to reach out for additional infonnation were 
slowing down the~ because Arm investigators would have to stop 8Dd respond to 
those requests. Finally, b) 6 )d. her that he could not provide a timeline for 
the release of final findings for this investiaation. (b)(&) is concerned that her family's 
ongoing lawsuit against KBR may be influencing the lack of Pentagon communications 
with her on the status of Ryan's investigation. 

I uoderstand the need for thoro~ and ; lowing justice to fully work without undue 
hasae. But I am concerned that!~ now believes that the U .. s. Army and the 
P on as a whole are igDoring her legitimate concerns aDd requests for infonnation. 
<bK&> bas been a dogged advocate for all soldiers Serving in Iraq and Afghanistan, to 
ensure that no other mother be forcxod to eod1= what she bas over the past eightcCn 
months. 

During our pbooe conversation in March, you agreed 1o provide me updates and 
milestones in multiple Department of Defense investigations. I also asked to receive a 
timeline for completion of these various ongoing DOD investigations. Finally, I insisted 
that the Pentagon adopt complete transparency and forthrightoess with the families· of 
those fallen by electrocutions. These mothers and fathers, husbands and wives are 
entitled to receive continuOus updates and full inclusion in tbe investigative process as it 
unfolds. They deserve nothing less. 

Accordingly, I now request that you provide a response on the status of Staff Scraeant 
Ryan Maseth's case, both in the context of the U.S. Army CID investigation and DOD 
Inspector General investigation, and the expected timelines for their conclusion. Ryan 
Maseth was tragically killed almost 18 months ago, and the investigations have dragged 
on for almost that entire · od of time. We as a nation owe his family an answer on 
what happened. (bX&> e dedication bas inspired me to remain 
involved on this issue to demand justice and accountability for all of tbe families who 
have lost loved ones to electrocutions in Iraq. · 

I look forward to bearing ftom you. 

Sincerely, 

t»rrL ~.~. 
Robert P. Casey, Jr. : 
United States Senator 
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Dear Secretary Gates: 
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COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051()...6225 

JuneS, 2009 

Last week I traveled to Russia to celebrate the opening of the Chemical Weapons Destruction Facility at 
Shchuchye in the Kurgan Oblast. The facility was constructed by the Nunn-Lugar Cooperative Threat 
Reduction Program to eliminate the threats posed by a stockpile of nearly 2 million chemical weapons stored 
there. The munitions were considered a severe threat given their lethality and portability. In 1999, a Russian 
major at the facility took my picture holding a briefcase containing a single 85mm shell of VX nerve gas. The 
gas in the shell would have been enough to kill tens of thousands of Americans. 

The ceremony symbolized U.S.-Russian nonproliferation cooperation and the success we have achieved 
in responding to common threats. The facility is testament to the progress possible in areas essential to our 
common interests. I am hopeful that it represents an encouraging sign for future nonproliferation endeavors and 
progress on finding agreement to extend the START Treaty and other arms control endeavors. 

I have assembled a few papers and articles which provide a good summary of the project and its place in 
our overall effort to destroy weapons of mass destruction through the Nunn-Lugar and related programs. 

If the Administration is to succeed in reaching the nonproliferation goals President Obama set in his 
speech at Prague, Nunn-Lugar must be expanded geographically, updated in fonn and function and supported as 
an active tool of foreign policy. The program must be less cumbersome and bureaucratic and more agile, 
flexible, and responsive to ensure timely contributions across a larger number of countries. I look forward to 
working with you as we move forward in these important areas. 

RGL/kmk 

Sincerely, 

.Richard G. Lugar 
Ranking Member 

Cc: The Honorable William J. Lynn, Deputy Secretary of Defense 
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As the Nuclear Posture Review process gears up and begins to infonn negotiations for a new 
arms control treaty, I wanted to raise several points regarding our strategic nuclear deterrent 
force. 

First, you should know that I share the President's view that we need to increase our attention to 
arms control and cooperative threat reduction efforts. However, I also believe that we must 
make absolutely certain that we do not make any destabilizing choices as we move down that 
road. As the Strategic Posture Conunission noted, preserving the nuclear triad becomes 
increasingly important as our nuclear force is reduced. Given that, we must be certain that any 
force reductions do not tlueaten the balance or long-term vitality of the triad. 

For maximum flexibility and to preserve the option ofrecallability, we must maintain both the B· 
52 and the B·2 as dual-mission, nuclear-capable weapons systems and invest in a next-generation 
cruise missile. Major General Donald Alston, the Air Force's point person on all things nuclear, 
puts it very well when he points out that the bomber force ~'speaks with exquisite diction" in a 
crisis environment. The very fact that B-52 deployments and operational flights are so visible 
allows the President the flexibility to send precise messages to potential adversaries in times of 
tension. 

For maximum stability and responsiveness, we also must preserve the ICBM force at 450 
missiles, preferably downloaded to a single warhead each. As General Larry Welch and others 
have argued. our land-based nuclear force is the most stabilizing portion of our nuclear arsenal, 
and it becomes even more so as total warhead numbers shrink. The dispersion and low warhead 
loading of the ICBM force make a successful disarming attack nearly impossible. That deters 
attack from near-peer competitors and dissuades future adversaries from building their nuclear 
forces. It also eliminates the pressure to maintain a launch-on-warning posture. 

You have rightfully made restoring discipline and confidence in nuclear surety a top priority. I 
fear that cutting the ICBM force below 450 missiles would undermine that goal by making it 
difficult to recruit and retain talented nuclear personnel, a top priority for the Air Force as it 
works to prevent future mishaps. 
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Considering that ICBMs can be downloaded to a single warhead and that the Russian force is 
disproportion11tely land based, maintaining 450 missiles should not impossible to do, even under 
relatively strict treaty obligations. Furthermore, given your commitment to keep defense costs 
under control, I want to note that ICBMs come in at about one-third to one-fifth the annual 
operating cost of the submarine-launched leg of the triad. What's more, ICBM costs will be 
stable for many years to come, while an extremely expensive replacement program for the Ohio­
class submarine is just about to begin. 

As you and the President work to reduce our nuclear force to the smallest size possible consistent 
with security needs, I feel very strongly that we must ensure that we do not take any steps that 
would threaten the future of the triad or reduce overall stability. I appreciate you taking these 
issues under careful consideration and would be grateful if you could keep me informed of the 
Department and the Administration's continued deliberations on these matters. 

cc: Gen James Jones (USMC, ret.) 

d;:(k_] 
KENT CONRAD 
United States Senate 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary, Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Gates: . 

WASHINGTON, DC 20610-7012 

June 24, 2009 

MAJORITY LEADEFI 

I 'Mite today to brlDg to your attention again a transmission corridor in Nevada proposed 
by the Department of Defense that eould potentially benefit nearby renewable energy proje~ as 
\veil M the local community, and possibly decrease the Department's costs of adcting new 
transmission capacity .. I request that the DOD consider taking this opportunity to utilize the 
proposed Military Powerline. Corridor on the eastern side of the Nellis Test and Traming Range 

· for the desired Military pwposes as well as to facilitate the development of renewable energy 
resources. 

The DOD has asked the LincoJn County Power District for 10 MW of new service, which 
would require the current transmission to be upgraded with a I -circuit 138 kV line. This upgrade 
would be adequate to serve only Defense purposes. However, further expanding the capacity of 

_ the line, at the cost of the non-military users, could benefit the Military, help the local power 
district with its long tenn pJanning. and facilitate the development ofhundreds -potentially 
thousands- of megawatts of clean solar energy. 

To serve demand in southern Nevada and California, any renewable energy project will 
require access to adequate transmission capacity _to deliver power to the market. By cooperating 
with the local stakeholders, DOD's proposed corridor could be utilized for both military and 
non-military energy transmission capacity, thereby enjoying both cost benefits and 
environmental benefits from avoiding the almost certain need to build additional structures in the 
future to serve the same general area. 

I strongly mge that the advantages to the local community and other potential consumers 
of clean energy from nearby projects be carefully considered in making your decision, which I 
hope will come soon. 

I greatly appreciate yom attention to this matter. If I can be of any assistance, please do 
not hesitate to contact me, or have yom staff contact Bob Herbert, Chris Miller or Alex 
McDonough of my staff at (202) 224-3542. 

Sin,ce
4
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Senate Majority Leader 

} 
r 
; 

j 
; 



Jun:22·2009 1138 AM Senator Kon Wyden 2022282717 2/2 

RONWVOEN COMMI'ml8: 
()1\~G<IIol 

m DIU(5I!N II!Jif.tt Dl'l'lcE IQJliiWG 

UNHINGTON. DC :111110 tinittd ~mtts i'tnatt 
CC»>I4l""U ON 'ftiE BIIICI!I' 

t.'OMMITTE£ CN ENEk<lY AND MnJRAL.IU'J0\1\W 
SUBCOMMiml ON PUIIIJC I.AHDS AND FCiti!S1'S 

SPECli\L CCMMml'.£ ON AaNG 

11011 ft4-62.44 
!iM1224-IUO lnXll 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
Department of Defense 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Washinltm~s DC 20301-1300 

Dear Secretary Oates: 

WASHINGTON. DC 20Slo-3703 

June 22, 2009 

SEUCf COMMIT'JE£ atf INTII.Ii<III'G 
COIIIMITI'!! ON f'INANt:f. 

I am writing you to express serious concern over the Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) 
fAcilities at Joint Base Balad, Iraq. While these resources are designed to allow service members 
to communicate with their familles. my constituents stationed at the base routinely experience 
difficultiC$, 

According to their accounts, the U.S. tax payer-funded resouroes and computers are occupied for 
lengthy periods of time by non-military personnel. The presence of these individuals 
monopoU%ing these limited resources results in soldiers avoiding the computer stations 
altogether. 

With the pending, activation of the 4t• Brigade Combat Team, Oregon is facing its largest 
deployment since World War II. I am e"tremely conccmcd at tho obstacles our soldiers faoe in 
ltayins in contact with their families on lengthy deployments far from home, in Balad and 
tbr.oughout the region. To impede commWllcation between service members and families is an 
injustice to those who serve and also negadvely affects morale. I W'IC you to ensure that MWR 
facUittes are used for their intended pmposes and that our brave men and womon are able to 
commlUlicate with their families. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request and your concern for the health of the brave 
men ud women that serve our country. I look forward to working with you to resolve this 
matter in the future, 

Sincerely. 

~14L 
Ron Wyde.n 
United States Senator 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 
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COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6025 
http://approprlations.senate.gov 

June 26, 2009 

Last May after discussing this matter with you, I forwarded a request 
for the Defense Department to evaluate the cost of proceeding with a 
competitive split buy on the tanker program. Yesterday I received a 
response from Undersecretary of Defense, Acquisition, Technology, and 
Logistics, Mr. Ashton Carter, which failed to respond to the fundamental 
question posed in iny inquiry. 

Secretary Carter's response indicated that the Defense Department is 
unable to assess a competitive split buy in which the Air Force would 
compete the award of tankers annually. While this dual source approach has 
been used successfully in the past by the Defense Department in the 
acquisition of many systems in which there are two competing 
manufacturers, the response in this case has been that DoD is unable to. 
evaluate this proposal. 

This response is completely unacceptable to me as it should be to you. 
If the Defense Department is unable to evaluate the cost and/or benefit of 
this approach then how can you or the Congress be confident that the award 
to one manufacturer represents the best value to the taxpayer? 



The Honorable Robert Gates 
June 26, 2009 
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I remain concerned that the current plan by the Defense Department 
will purchase tankers too slowly. Under this plan the nation will be relying 
on tankers that are more than 50 years old for far too long. Moreover, 
recognizing the past failures of the current acquisition strategy many believe 
that continuing down this path sets us on a course of a near guarantee of 
litigation and continued delay. You and I agree that it is critical that we get 
on with the tanker replacement program. 

Mr. Secretary, I am not convinced that the current acquisition strategy 
is the best one. Nor am I convinced that an annual competition will generate 
sufficient savings to merit its selection. However, if the Department is 
unable to provide a useful cost comparison I am not sure how any of us can 
be sure we are on the right track. 

~iy, 
Daniel K. I 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

June 17,2009 
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1llank you for your continued service to our country and your tireless support to national 
defense during tms time of war. I share your desire to make certain that our troops are equipped 
with protective gear that provides whatever margins of safety possible. 

I am writing to request infonn.ation involving your annual review of the Sections 807 and 
829 Exceptions to the Berry Amendment with regards to para-amarid fibers and fire resistant 
rayon fibers. Specifically I am looking for the rationale and underlying data that the DOD used 
to determine that domestic manufacturers could not produce these materials at a competitive cost 
compared to foreign sources. 

Further, has the department ever issued a determination or finding that the domestic 
market lacks sufficient products that could perform the functions desired by DOD or that a lack 
of competition from alternative domestic products exists in the domestic market such that DOD 
is disadvantaged through adherence to the Berry Amendment? 

I appreciate you and your staff for looking into this issue for me and I look forward to 
continued work towards national defense and taking care of our troops. 

Sincerely, 

CIIARLESTON GRI\F.NVILL!! COLUMBIA 
112 CUSTOM HOUSE 

200 EAST BAy STREET 

CHARLESTON, SC 29401 
(843) 727-4525 

105 NORTH SPRING STREF.T 
SUITB !09 

GRI.l!lNVJLLE, SC29601 
(ll64) 233--5366 

1901 MAIN STREET 
Surn; 1475 

f'.<lLUMHIA, SC 29201 
(803) 771--6112 
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The Hon~ble Barack H .. Obama 
President 
I 600 Pennsylvan•a Avenue, NW 
Washington D.C. 20500 

Dear Mt. President: 

WA$HJNGTON, .DC· 20510 

June 29, 2009 

We lire writing in regard to your upcomil)g visit to the RussiiUl Federation and your meeiing with 
President Medvedev. 

As you attempt; to set a new tone wi~h the R~siallS. we believe there are issues of common 
interest, but we also believe it is crucial that you vigorously defend the values that have been the 
cornerstone of free markets and free societies. At a minimum, below are three k-ey issues we 
beJieve you must raise. 

First, with the coming expiration of the Strategic Anns Reduction Treaty, there is little time to 
complete negotiations. However, the United States must not concede key issues in exchange for 
expediency. One specific poinfis the linkage Russian leaders have made between lhe United 
States abandoning missile defense and reducing nuclear weapons. 

There should be no quid pro quo between depJoying defensive ·capabilities like missile defense 
and the reduction of offensive nuclear weapons either in .a treaty or through separate agreements. 
This is essential to our cloSe: C7..ech and Polish allies· and a key factor in the placement of the 
'"third site," 

Second. during her confirmation process before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 
Secretary Clinton said that the United States "cannot accept the notion that Russia has a special 
say over the future of its independent neighbors." Whether it is Georgia, Ukraine, Estonia,. or 
other neighbors, Russia aggressively exerts a "special say" over·its neighbors. However, 
undermining UN peacekeeping operations or the European Union's Monitoring Mission in 
Georgia, waging ewnornic warfare with energy during the winter, and conducting cyberattacks 
are not the actions qfa proud and constructive nation. 

It is important President Medvedev·understands that the United States strongly.supports the 
independence arid self detennination of all the former Soviet Republics. As a Senator, you 
cosponso~ a number of resolutions on the ·ascension of Ukrain~ and ·Georgia into NATO, and 
we hope you will specifically reaffirm this support with President Medvedev. 

Finally, as you know. the interests of the Russian people and the Rilssian elites are not always 
the same. It is important that you seriously address issues like·corruption and the rule of law, 



and also take. time 'to visit with members of the opposition and civil society. especiaUy those 
leaders who are. not closely associated. with the Kremlin. 

There are many tough, but important issues in the relationship between the United States and 
Russia. It is imperative that the words you deliver in Moscow are well received in the capitals of 
our close friends and allies in Eastern Europe and elsewhere. 

We wish you the best of luck on your upcoming trip, and look forward to working together to 
ensure success in U .S.·Russia relations upon your return. 

Sincerely, 

CC: The Honorable Hilary R. Clinton 
Secretary of State 

The Honc:irable Robert M. Oates 
Secretary ofDefertse 

SonKyl 
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The Honorable Barack Obama 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20500-0005 

Dcu Mr. President: 

July2, 2009 
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I ar:n writing to :repon on my trip these past few days to Warsaw, Poland, where I met with senior 
aovcmment officials, parliamentari8ns, and :tepresentatives of non-governmental organizations, 
as well as officials from the U.S. Department of State assigned to Poland and servicemembers 
from the U.S. DepartJnentofDefcnse assigned to the European Command (EUCOM). The 
impetus of the trip was missile defense against the potential threat from Ir:an and the role of 1he 
United States, Russia, and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) with regard to missile 
defense. · 

I understand that you will be in Moscow on July 6-8, 2009, to meet with Russian President 
Dmitry Medvedev and that your talks will focus on working toward an agreement to replace the 
1991 Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START) before it expires on December 5. Both the 
Russian President and Prime Minister have linked the relationship between offensive and 
defensive weapons, suggestins interrelated negotiations with respect to START and missile 
defense. 

The Polish officials with whom I spoke repeatedly expressed concerns to. me that the European 
site for missile defense, ten interceptors in Poland and an X-band radar in the C2ech Republic, 
would be abandoned in bilateral negotiations with the Russians. As you have noted. tbe planned 
European missile defense system is limited in scope to defend the United States and our allies 
against the rising and continuing threat posed by Iran, and poses no threat to Russia's strategic 
missiles. 

In a4dition, these Polish officials consistently impressed upon me their desire to be treated as fbll 
partllers and equals by the United States and NATO. They stated that agreeing to the proposed 
placement of missile interceptors in Poland was a weighty decision and that they ultimately 
would agree to the placement in Otder to be an active partner in providing for the security of the 
U.S. and Europe. They further discussed the matter of the deployment of a Patriot battel)' in 
Poland, noting that their understanding was that the Patriot would be an operational battery and 
not just a training battery. With reg~ to the Patriot) it is my belief the Poles would be amenable 
to having a Patriot in any form from the onset of deployment, but would also seek to -after 
training- having multiple operational batteries on their soil. These officials were clear that they 
would welcome the presence of U.S. troops in Poland, regardless of form. 
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Finally, the Poles impressed upon me the importance of the United States fulfilling what they 
believe to be our nation's prior commitments to their country. Should the U.S. fail to foUow 
through on what they believe to be America's commitments, it will cut against our standing as a 
faithful and reliable ally. Although the details of the European site are under teView, it i~ my 
belief that whatever dctcrmination is ultimately made as to the best strategic defense system, the 
United States should engage the Poles and Czechs regarding such decisions. 

In closina, Mr. President, I am optimistic that through your leadership, -the multilateral 
negotiations regarding the European missile defense system will move forward. It is my belief 
that an effective missile defense system in Europe could unite the United States, our NATO 
allies, and Russia in cooperative strategic defense against threats from rogu.e nations. 

I would welcome the opportunity to discuss any of these matters with you. I wish you a safe 
joumey and look forward to what I know will be positive negotiations for the United States and 
our allies. 

Sincerely, 

EBN:ajp 

cc: The Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton, Secretary of State 
The Honorable Robert M. Gates, Secretary of Defense 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

tinitnt ~tatrs cSmatt 
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

WASHINGTON, DC 206111-&475 

July 6, 2009 

SSCI# 2009-2703 

As Chairman of the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, I was 
concerned to read the enclosed op-ed by defense attorney Barry Wingard in the 
Washington Post ("No Justice Today at Guantanamo," July 1, 2009). I request 
that you look into the allegations of how detainees are treated by prison guards at 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

Mr. Wingard, who represents Kuwaiti detainee Fayiz Mohammed Ahmed al­
Kandari, alleges that military guards have created an "Immediate Reaction Force" 
to punish even minor infractions by conducting unnecessary "bruising cell 
extractions., He also writes that slurs and "petty persecutions" by guards are on 
the rise since President Obama pledged to close the prison. Furthermore, Mr. 
Wingard says his client has told him that guards who have typically shown respect 
for the prisoners have been warned to stop their interactions with detainees. On the 
other hand, according to Mr. Kandari, a few guards who have been more 
aggressive toward the prisoners have been promising detainees "a farewell to 
remember." 

Given the history of abuse of detainees at Guantanamo in the past, the 
allegations raised by Mr. Wingard are especially concerning. I ask that you 
investigate these claims and provide the Intelligence Committee with your findings 
before August 7, 2009. Thank you very much for your attention to this matter. 
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The IJonorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Dtfense Pentagon 
Washini{on. OC 20301 

Dear Secn:taey Gates~ 

COMMITT'eE ON 
HOMELAND St;CURITY ANO GOVERNMENTAL AH'AI.RS 

WASHLNGTON, DC 20S1D-6250 

July 14,2009 

The S\1bcommitte~ on federal Financial Management, Government lntbrmation, Federal 
Servic~s. and International Securit~ (""lhe Subcommittee"') of the St.-nate Commillee on 
Homeland S~urity nnd Gov..:rnmental Affrurs is invcsti~ating bowlhe Department ofDcfense 
(DoD) awards congressionally din..-ctcd earmarks.. and the value of the ~suiting projecu. In 
funhentnc!! ofthe Subcommittee's investigation. no later than July 31.2009. please have DoD 
provide the infom1ation requ<:stcd in Artaclunent A for the FY2008 Department ofDdensc 
Appropriations Act eannarks idcmifit!d jn Anac:hmcnt B. 

lli002/012 

Upon l!omplction of the document production. DoD should submit a written certification. signed 
by thl! appropriate ofticc:r. stating that: ( 1) a diligent search has been completed of all dot."Umcnts 
in DoD's possession. custody. or conlrol which reasonably could contain responsive documents; 
and (2) all documcmts located during the search that are responsive have been produced or 
identiticd in a privilege log. 

lf you have any questions, please let~ know or have your slaff immediately call both Vdvet 
Johnson of the majority staft'at (202) 224-6579 and Rryan Parker of the minority staff at (202) 
224-8265. 

Sinc~rely, 

Thuntru; C'arp~r 
Chairman 

JohnS. McCain 
Rllllking M~mb...-r 

II II 



DANIEL K. INOUYE, HAWAII, CHAIRMAN 

ROBERT C. BVRO, WEST VIRGINIA 
PATRICK J. LEAHY, VEMIONT 
TOM HARKIN; OWA 
BAll BAllA A. MIKULSK~ MARYLAND 
HfRB KOHL WISCONSIN 
PATTY MURRAY, WASHINGTON 
BVRON L DORGA~. NORTH OAKOTA 
DIANNE FEINSTEIN. CALIFORNIA 
RICHARD J. DURBIN,IUINOIS 
11M JOHNSON, SOUTH DAKOTA 
MAAV L LANORIIOU. LOUISIANA 
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND 
FRANK Fl. LAUTENBCRG, NEW JERSEY 
BEN NELSON. NEBRASKA 
MARK PRVOR, ARKANSAS 
JOr-1 TESTER. MONTANA 

THAID COCHRAN. MISSISSIPPI 
AALfN SPECTER, PENNSYLVANIA 
CHRISTOPHER S. BOND, MISSOURI 
MITCH MCCONNELL, KENTUCKY 
RICI<AAD C. SHELBY. AI.ABAMA 
JUDD GREGG. NEW HAMPSHIRE 
ROBERT F. BENNETT, UTAH 
KAY BAILEY li\JTCHISON, TEXAS 
SAM BROWNBACK. KANSAS 
LAMAR ALEXANDER. TENNESSEE 
SUSAN COLLINS. MAINE 
GEORGE V. VOINOVICH. OHIO 
USA MURKOWSKI, AI.ASICA 

CHARLES J. HOUY, STAFF DIRECTOR 
BRUCE EVANS, MtNOAlTY STA" DIRECTOR 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

tinittd ~tarts ~matr 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051D-6025 
http://epproprlations.sanate.gov 

July 15, 2009 

I am concerned about the ability of the Air National Guard (ANG) to perform its critical 
.domestic Incident Awareness and Assessment (IAA)/lnJelligence, Surveillance and · : 
Reconnaissance .(ISR) mission as a result of the transfer of six of its eleven ANO RC-26 
aircraft ~o support Overseas Contingc;ncy Operations: These transfers; ~ombined with 
routine maintenance and upgrade requirements, have redm;:ed the number of available 
aircraft in the continental United States to as few.~s·.one·operational aircraft at tim,es. 
Additionally, the high operations tempo of overseas deployments has adversely affected 
CJ.'ew availability. 
·l. I . . 

It is:pistressing to learn that the capacity of the _ANO to support its law enforcement, 
counter narcotic~. weap.ons of.mass destruction responsersearch ·and rescue, border and 
maritime security and National Security Special Events missions has been degraded, in 
some cases by ~ much. as ninety-five percent; d.ue to~.the:;e tr~sfers~ :'fh:ese missions are· . 
no less, impo~t to' the conJinuin~ safety and ·well.beihg· of the U.S .. p~ptilation than arc 
the overseas military ~issions to ~efeat terrori$t ihreais;: · : ·' . · · '. __ · .' . 

~~-u~derstand th~t ~e ~ansfer-ofthe.~G-~r~~~;~~·~::l~~sified as an enduring 
r~uirement in support ofthe·battlefieldiAAIISR mission: .This suggests that the· 
population of the United States will remain at risk until the ANG IAAIISR capability is 
restored. 

=···-··.· 
In order to address this vulnerability, I am requesting that your office, in consultation with 
the Office of the Secretary of the Department of.Homeland Security, d.~velop a fonnal 
plan to restore the aircraft and eq1:1ipment necessary to fully meet the Air National 
Guard's domestic IAA/ISR mission. This program plan.-w:hen executed, shou,ld:enable · 
support to a wide range of domestic missions and this capability should remain available 
for the numerous missions defined in the Air Force Irregular Warfare CONOPS and other 
manned IAAIISR taskings in the event of an unforeseen emergency. 



Dr. Robert Gates 
July IS, 2009 
Page2 

Until this need is met, I remain concerned that in supporting the transfers, you have 
removed assets vital to our domestic security. I hope that you will share in my concern 
and act promptly to address this situation. 

With kind regards, I am 

RCB:mgm 

CC: The Honorable Janet Napolitano, Secretary of Homeland Security 
U.S. Department ofHomeland Security 
Washington, DC 20528 

' 



COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
WASHINGTON, DC 20516 

February 3, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This is to authorize Congressman John Lewis (D-GA) to lead the 
Congressional fact-finding CODEL to India during the time period of Friday, 
February 13-through Sundayt February 22. The House is not scheduled to be 
in the session at this time. 

The purpose of this fact-fmding trip is to join the U.S. Embassy and a 
variety of Indian officials in commemorating the 50th anniversazy of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and Corretta Scott King's visit to study the roots of non-violent 
philosophy and 20th Century freedom movements. 

It would be appreciated if the U.S. Department of Defense could furnish 
such assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate this 
trip. The expenditure of funds· for the payment of the actual and necessary 
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized by 
31 u.s.c. 1108 (g}. 

Chairman 

CBR/jg 

OSD 012Slil.9 
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COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

February 3, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This is to authorize Congressmen Pete Stark (D-CA) and Jim McDermott 
to participate in the Congressional fact-fmding CODEL to India during the time 
period of Friday, February 13 through Sunday, February 22. The House is not 
scheduled to be in the session at this time. 

The purpose of this fact-finding trip is to join the U.S. Embassy and a 
variety of Indian officials in commemorating the 50tb anniversary of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and Carretta Scott King's visit to study the roots of non-violent 
philosophy and 20th Century freedom movements. 

It would be appreciated if the U.S. Department of Defense could furnish 
such assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate this 
trip. The expenditure of funds for the payment of the actual and necessary 
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized by 
31 u.s.c. 1108 (g). 

CBR/jg 

lllllliiiiliiillll 
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ASSIST ANI' \IIMIP 
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........ 205\5 

Scr.retaty of Defense Robert Gates 
Depii'IDleDt ofDcfeme 
ThePemagoa 

Dear Secretary Oates. 

Ill 002/004 

JERROLD NADLER 
8'n. DIIITIIICr, N-YGRr. 

ftfltLY'RI: 

c WAINIII81'0N OffiCI: 
2.114 AA\'IUNI ttOUSI ON'IC& IIUI.DINI 
'WAIMIN$1011, DC a&ll 

~---
1:1 OIS'INCTO~ 

201 WNCIC.STAIIIT 
SUITID 
NeW YOilC, N'l' 10014 
ll12t..,..,. 

a IU'JIIII:1 OI'HS: 
441NGP1\JNII~Mf'!Ja 
BIIOOIQ.YN. NV U224 
(111M~1· w.lllhrlp.........,._............., 

Please revieW-the attached lett« dated FebiWit)' s~ 2009 &om~ a busi.uss in my 
district. . 

Panmedix specializes in telemedicine sorceDing applicadoas for diso:rd&ts of the cemral 
nervous system. an importmt meclical ~bility for our modaJJ. military. As you ean 
see. their letter details a list of questions they have mganling their work with the 
Department of Defense datiDa back to 2001. 

The letter raises concerns regarding the wozt of the DepartmeDt and. its dee'inga with 
Paumedlx.. Please review their letter md provide a respcmse. I would appzeciale rmswem 
to their qvesdons in the attached Jetter to tho peatest cxtem possible. Thank you in 
advance for your attention to this matter. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me ifyot1 :have lilY questions or concems. 

euold Nadler 
Member of Ccmsreu 

OSD 01402-09 

Jlllllllllllllllllll 



HARRY TEAGUE 
2c DISTRICT, NEW MEXICO 

Q!nugrtss nf tqt Jlluittb &faits 
t;nusr of lr.prrsentatiurs 

1tlas11tngtnu, 110: 20515-3102 

The Honorable Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301·1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

February 9, 2009 

1001 LoNGWORTH HouSI! O••a BuiLDING 
(2021 22S-2386 

I would like to call to your direct attention that William Beaumont Army Medical Center in El Paso, Texas 
recently announced that Army personnel had used an improper procedure to administer Insulin shots 
from August 2007 to January of this year. This has resulted in over 2,000 persons potentially exposed to 
blood-borne disease, such as Hepatitis C, Hepatitis Band HIV. As the Congressman from Southern New 
Mexico, many of whose veterans and military personnel are served by William Beaumont, and as a 
Member of the House Veterans' Affairs Committee, 1 was very concerned about this incident. According 
to the hospital, 31 percent of those exposed were veterans who received the shots on an inpatient 
basis. The Veterans' Clinic in El Paso routinely works with William Beaumont to help treat veterans. 

Last week I sent the enclosed letter to William Beaumont Commander Colonel James Baunchalk 
regarding this incident and requested a response by this Friday, February 13. Commander Baunchalk did 
quickly acknowledge receipt of my Inquiry and 1 await his response. The purpose of my inquiry is to get 
to the root of what went wrong at William Beaumont so that we can take appropriate steps to prevent 
this from ever happening again. 

As we learn more about what exactly transpired at the hospital, I look forward to working with you to 
ensure accountability for the errors made at William Beaumont and to ensure high levels of medical care 
for our veterans and military personnel. 

Additionally, I know you are aware that my district Includes several military facilities, including White 
Sands Missile Range and Holloman Air Force Base, that are ofthe utmost Importance to both our 
national defense and Southern New Mexico communities. 1 would very much like to have you visit us in 
Southern New Mexico to see these Installations and the great work in which our service members are 
engaged. 

Sincerely, 

,4_.,~7~ ~e.-c.-­
~~ 
Member of Congress 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 

OSD 01403-09 
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7. can you positively Identify ell patients who may have received insulin shots through the 
Incorrect procedure? 

8. It Is my understanding that this Incorrect procedure began In August of 2007. What happens in 
the event that you do not have up-to--date contact Information for patients who may be at risk? 

9. If an Individual believes he or she mav be at risk due to an insulin shot he or she received at 
WBAMC, what steps should an individual take to determine whether or not they may need 
medical testing or treatment? 

10. I have been Informed that roughly 9% of those affected are residents of New Mexico and may 
live a great distance from WBAMC. What steps are you taking to facilitate testing and further 
treatment for patients who live far away from WBAMC? 

11. ·what specific steps is WBAMC taking to ensure that this does not happen again? 

I would also like to thank you In advance for your responses to my questions. I look forward to workins 
with you to ensure our veterans receive only the highest level of medical care. 

Sincerely, ~ 

JY~~~ 
Member of Conaress 



Feb. 5. 2009 4:17PM 714-257-9242 

GARY G. MILLER 

ASSISTANT WHIP AT LA"GE 

COMMlTTEE ON FINANCIAl SERVICI:S 

COPJIMin!;E ON TRANSPORT A'I'ION 
ANOINFftASTRUCTUAE 

BU[LDING A BErref'l AMERICA CALICUS, 
CHAIRMAN 

Congressional Liaison 

UNITED STATES 

HOUSE. OF RE.Pl<ESENTATIVF.S 

February 5, 2009 

Assistant Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs 
Department of Defense 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

RE: Coastal Defense Products, Inc. 
TIN •. . . 
Dear Congressional Uaison: 

No.3552 P. 2 

2438 i'!MS<.II\N fiOOSE OFFICII 8VLLD ~Ci 
WAShiNGTON, DC 21)51!) 

TEL: l202l 22!5-3201 
FAX: (202) 226-6962 

200 CIVIC. CE;NT£~~ 
MIS6lON VIEJO. CA 92691 

TEL; {!M9]470-8484 

This letter is on behalf of my constituent. Donald Clark. concerning his business. Coastal 
Defense Products, Inc, which has a government contract with the United States Air Force. Mr. 
and Mrs. Clark have not received their progress payments and arc therefore 1mable to make 
payroll. Mr. Clark also noted that the DCAA has not released the audit to the DCMA to be able 
to make the payment and they are very concerned about this. What is the status ofthis situation? 
Any information or assistance you caJJ. provide will be greatly appreciated. 

I would be appreciative if you or a member of your staff would review the enclosed 
. documents pertaining to my constituent's case and provide assistance in resolving this situation. 

Please direct your correspondence to the attention of my staff member, Lisa King, in my Brea 
office. My fax number is (714) 257-9241. 

Thank you in advance for your assistance. I look forward to your reply. 

Sincerely, 

h-/1~ 
GARY 0. MILLER 
Member of Congress 

OSD 01404-09 
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GENE TAYLOR 
4nl DsnllcT, ~ 

COMMrtTEE ON ARMED SERVICE& -· 

CHAIRMAN 
SUBCOMMimE ON SEAPoWER AND 

EXPEDITIONARY FORCES 

QCongrtss of tbt llnittb ~tatts 
COMMITTEE ON TRANSI"ORTAllON 

AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

-oui't of 1\tprestntatibeu 
8dbfngton~ II€ 20515-2404 

February 3, 2009 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ntieRAVEIURN HOUSC OfFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON. DC 20516-2404 

124m 225-6712 
FAX: (2021225-7074 

DISnlli:TOFFICEa .' 
~ 14nt STREET 

GULFPORT, MS 38501 
(228) 11&4-7870 

101 MAIN STREET 
Sl.IITEZ15 

HA111ESBURG. MS38401 
um 1 6112-32411 

2liOO GOVERNMENT S'lJIEET, SUITE B 
OCEAN SPRINGS. MS311564 

(228) 87:f-~ 

G27 CENTRAL AVENUE 
LAUREL. MS 311440 

(6011425-3905 

412 tftNV 90, SUITE 8 
BAY ST. LOUIS. MS 311620 

~Z2B) .oiiiiHJZ3I> 

I write to express my concerns about the acquisition and subsequent sale of real property 
of the Armed Forces Retirement Home (AFRH) at Gulfport, Mississippi, occurring in . 
2003. 

I have recently received copies of letters sent by former Principal Deputy Under 
Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness Charles S. Abell to the chairmen of the 
House and Senate Armed Services Committees (dated August 6, 2003) notifying them 
that the AFRH intended to sell "two beachfront properties" located at 1804 and 1814 
Beach Drive,·Gulfport, Mississ-ippi. For your review, I have attached copies of the 
aforementioned letters. 

Mr. Abell's letters state that the properties "were acquired earlier this year as part of a 
larger property acquisition." The letters explain that the "original acquisition was for 

· 10.02 acres of land on the eastern border of the Gulfport facility" and that the purchase 
price for this acreage was "$5.692 million." . 

According to Mr. Abell's letters, the "AFRH is currently in receipt of two offers to 
purchase the property from Messers. Brent Warr and Gene Warr" and he had "decided to 
accept these offers" which would "result in $1 million, which will be deposited into the 
AFRH Trust Fund:• The letter, however, distinguishes that the two properties being 
resold to the Warrs'are "smaller'' than the originall0.02 acre parcels. 

As I review this transaction, the following. questions come to mind: 

1. At the time that AFRH purchased the original10.02 acres, what was the 
property's total appraised value, including acreage and all structures on the 
property? . 

2. What was the size of the "smaller'' parcels soid to the Warrs? What, if any, 
portions were retained by AFRH after the sale? 

3. What was the appraised value of the property that the AFRH sold to the Wares? 
4. What was the sale price of the property that the AFRH sold to the W am? 
5. According to the 2003 letters, ''$1 million was to be deposited into the AFRH 

Trust Fund." If there was a discrepancy between the sale price and the sum 
deposited in the AFRH Trust Fund for these properties, what became of the 
balance? 



6. Mr. Abell's letter described the parcels that the AFRH sold to the Wam as 
beachfront properties.. Where are these properties located with respect to the rest 
of the original purchase? Are these parcels within the boundaries of the 10.02 
acres in the original purchase'? · 

I would greatly appreciate if you could furnish answers to the questions posed above and 
any relevant documents on which they are based including but not limited to appraisals, 
deeds, fmancial transactions, property descriptions, sale papers, etc. 

I request that you furnish the information within two weeks of receipt of this letter. If you 
need additional time to provide answers to these questions or have any questions 
regarding this matter, please do·not hesitate to contact me. 

GT:sp 
Enclosures (2) 

cerely, 7 ~ 
GENETk~~-
Member of Congress 

CC; Hon. Ike Skelton, Chairman, House Armed Services Committee 
Timothy Cox, Chief Operating Officer, AFRH 



Qrnugr.ess nf t}J.e Dnittll ~tat.es 
•asfrittgtnn, 11C!t ;!0515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
Department of Defense 
1 0()0 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 

February 5, 2009 

We write in support of Dr. Solomon Passy's nomination for the position ofSecretaiy 
General of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO}. We respectfully request that the 
United S1ates lend its support to Dr. Passy during the diplomatic discussions to select 
NA ro•s next Secretary General as the cwnmt term of Secretary General lapp de Hoop 
Scheffer expires later this year. 

We are informed that Prime Minister Sergey Stanishev ofBulgaria proposed Dr. 
Pauy as a eandidate for the Secretary General position dwing a meeting with President Bush 
on June 18, 2008. 

For nearly two decades, Dr. Passy bas demonstrated a clear vision and solid 
leadership in international relations. particularly in regard to NATO. As a member of 
Bulgaria's parliament he authored legislation in 1990 to withdraw Bulgaria from the Warsaw 
Pact and to join NATO and the European Union. That year, Dr. Passy also fomtded the 
Atlantic Club ofBulgari~ an NGO in Bulgaria to strongly support NATO membership. · 
Years later. Dr. Passy's vision was achieved when, while serving as Bulgaria's Foreign 
Minister. he negotiated and sigped the two accession treaties that made Bulgaria a full 
Member of NATO in 2004 and the EU in 2005. 

International ciroutnstances present a window of opportunity for advances in both 
intra-European and transatlantic relations. We believe that the selection of a Secretary · 
General :from Bulgaria who is as superbly qualified as Dr. Passy. would strengthen ties 
between NATO and the United States as well as serve the important cause of continued 
European integration. 

Thank you in advance for your kind consideration. 

PRJNTEO ON RECYClED PAPER 



Signed·by: 

Rep. LinColn Diaz-BaJart (R-FL) 

Rep. Rob Bishop (R-Ul) 

Rep. Mike Mcintyre (D-NC) 

Rep. Mario Diaz..Balart (R-FL) 



DEMOCRATS 

- FILNER. CAUFORNIA. CI&AJIIMAN 
CORRINE EIROWN, FLORIDA 
VIC SNVOER, ARKANSAS 
MICI-IAH I-I_ hAIO·IAUO. MAINE 
STEPHANlE HERSETH SANDLIN, SOUTH DAKOTA 
HARRY E. MITCHELL ARIZONA ilJ.fa,. J!)ou!it of l\tprt!imtatibt!i 
UOHN J. HALL. NEW YORK 
DeBORAH l. HALVORSON, ILLINOIS 
THOMAS S.P. PERRIELlO, VIRGIN"' 
HARfiVTEAGUE, NEW MEXICO 
CIRO 0. RODRIGUEZ. TE~AS 
JOE DONNELL~. 11\IDIANA 
JERRY McNERNEY, CALIFORNIA 
ZACHARY T. SPACE, OHIO 
TIMOTHY J. WAL.Z. MfNNE.SOTA 
JOHN H. ADLER, NEW JERSEY 
ANN KIFii<.PATRICK, ARIZONA 
GLENN C. NYE. VIRGINIA 

MALCOM A. SHORTER 
STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

335 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

http:/fvetarans.housa.gov 

February 5, 2009 

REPUBLICANS 

STEVE BUYER, INDIANA,. IIANI<WG 

CLIFF STEARNS. FLORIDA 
JERRY MORAN, KANSAS 
HENRY E. BROWN. JR .. SOUTH CAFOLINA 
JEFF MILLER, FLORIDA 
J~N BOO.ZMAN, ARKANSAS 
BRIAN P 81lBHAV. CALIFORNIA 
DOUG LAMBORN, COLORAOO 
GUS M. BILIRAlOS, FLORDA 
\/ERN BUCHANAN. FLORIDA 
DAVID P. HOE, TENNESSEE 

KINGSTON E SMnH 
REPUBLICAN STAFF CIRECTOR 

AND CHIEF COUNSEL 

As part of the House Committee on Veterans' Affairs responsibilities, I authorize 
Geoffrey Bestor and Arthur Wu, staff on the Subcommittee on Oversight and 
Investigations, to travel on official government business to Albuquerque, NM 
during the period of February 17-18,2009. 

The primary purpose of their visit is to observe the joint venture between VA and 
the Air Force at Kirtland Air Force Base; and to review the Research and 
Development Cooperative Studies Program operations in Albuquerque. 

The actual cost oflodging is authorized in New Mexico. It would be appreciated if 
the Department of Defense could furnish such assistailce as may be required, 
including transportation to facilitate' this trip. The expenditures of funds for 
payme?t of actual and n.ece~;~jerlses ~n~ ~spo~~ion as may be required is 
authonzed pursuant to title 3'1, b.S.C, $ecti~~Itt·~g). · _,, 

.. •.'\:; ·: 
. \· . 

Thank you for your continued support and assistance. If you have further 
questions, please contact Bernie Dotson of the Committee staff at 202-226-3653. 

MS/tc 

Sincerely, 

'-6.6-
BOBFILNER 
Chairman 

OSD 01439-09 I 

11\lllll~llllllllllllllllllll 
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The Honorable Robert Oates 
Secretaey ofDefmse 
The Pentagon 
Wasbm,ton. DC 20301-1000 

. Dear Secretary Oates, 

February 12, 2009 

It is my pleasure to invite you to apeak to the SeiJate Democratic Caucus at D1D' IDilual 
weekend issues confm:ncc, whicla will be held the weckeDd of May 1, 2009 .ill .Bedfonl Springs, 
Pennsylvania. 

l · This is the one time each year 1bat Senate Democrats meet outside ofWasbfDaton to 
I brainstorm aDd stratep on the most pressJna challenaes faclna our nation. Our Caucus is very 

interested to hear your strategies for addressfna the multiple uatioDal security challenges facing 
the United States. 

My staft'will work with your oftlco to. schedule a time for you to speak. either on Friday 
aftemooD. May 1 or Saturday momin& May 2. President Obama has confirmal JJil attendaucc at 
the confemlce. 

I kDow my col1oapes will be tbri1lod if you are able to join us. Pl,eeselet me know 
wbetbcr you will be able to ~or have your staff contact Chuck Cooper at the Democratic 
Policy CommiUee at {202} 224-4637. 
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NOIIMAN D. OIC~S. WI<SHINGTON 
ALAN 8. MOLLOHAN, WESTI/IRGINIA 
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO 
PET<~ J. VISCLOSKV.INDIANA 
NITA M.LOWEY, NEW YORK 
JO~ E. SERRANO, NEW YORK 
ROSA L. DeLAURO, CONNECTICVT 
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA 

(!ongrrss of the ~nitro ~tatts 
JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS 
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PRICE, NOIITJ.I CAROLINA 
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS 
PATRie>; J. KENNEOY, RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
LUCILLE FIOYBAL·At.LA.RO, CAIJFORNlA 
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., IWNOIS 
CAROl. VN C. KILPATRICK, MlOiiGAN 
ALLEN 90VO, FlORIDA 
CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA 
STEIIEN R ROTHMAN. NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR .• GEORGIA 
NARION BERRY. ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE. CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA. CALIFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW VORK 
TIM RYAN, OHIO 
C.A. "OIJTCH" RUPPERSBERGEFL MARYLAND 
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FlOfUDA 
CIAO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS 
LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR. COlORADO 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

!\onsr of 'Rqlrrsmtatiors 
«rommittrc on appropriations 
tDashington, Bei 20515-60J5 

February 5, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS, CAUFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTIUCKY 
FRANIC R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAHRT, KANSI<S 
ZAOi WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM; IOWA 
ROBEIIT 8. ADER~T, ALABAMA 
JOANN EMEIISDN, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGEFL TE)(AS 
MICHAEL 1(. SIMPSON, 1~0 
JOHN ABNCV CULBERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STWEN Kllll(.l.LINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLOIIIDA 
DENNIS R. R-EHBERG, MONTANA 
JOHN R. CAATER, TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANDER. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
J0 90NNER. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C.t..TOUIIETTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE, OKLAOOW. 

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY PHETO 

lREPHONE: 
!20>12Zil-2171 

Authorization is hereby granted to Ms. Jennifer Miller, Mr. Jeff Shockey and Mr. 
Tom McLemore, professional staff members of the Committee on Appropriations, to 
travel on official business to Vienna, Austria and Paris, France during the approximate 
tii:i..: P'-r:od of February 15-21~ 2009. The putpose of this trip is torevie~ matters 
relating to the CIA; NSA and counter-terrorism operations and activities. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall 
be paid from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under 
authority 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in 
making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted 
via commercial transportation. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Chairman 
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BEN CHANDLER, KENTUcKY 
DEBBIE WASSERM.ON SCHULTZ. FLORIDA 
CIRO RODRIGUEZ. TEXAS 
UNCOLN DAVIS. TENNCS'"E 
JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO 

~ngrrss of the tinttnl ~tatrs 
!\oust of 'Rtprcsmtatiors 

~mmitttt on appropriations 
'l111Jashington, B~ 20515-6015 

February 3, 2009 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG. FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY 
FRANK R. WOLF. VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, ~EW JERSEY 
TOOOTIAHRT. KANSAS 
lACH WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM.IriWA 
ROBERT B. AOERHOLT.ALABAMA 
JO ANN ewRSON. hUSSO\JfU 
KAYGIIANGER, TEXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CUUSERSON, TEXAS 
MAliK STEVEN KIRK, IUINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLOmDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG. MONlANA 
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANDER. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
JO BONNER, ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. !ATOURETTE. OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
SEVERt Y PHETO 

TELEPHONE; 
120Z)2-m1 

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable John T. Salazar, a 
Member of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel to Mexico, Nicaragua and 
Jamaica during the approximate time period of February 16-22, 2009. He will 
be joining a delegation led by the Honorable Eliot Engel, Chairman of the Foreign 
Affairs Subcommittee on the Western Hemisphere. The purpose of this trip is to 
meet with· government and non government officials regarding political and 
economic developments, and general bilateral relations with each country. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this 
travel shall be paid from appropriations available for examination of estimates in 
the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). Spouses are authorized to 
accompany the members of this delegation for reasons of protocol at no expense 
to the government. 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist 
in making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be 
conducted via military aircraft. 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington. DC 20301 

Deat ~!r. Secretary: 

i~ousc nf 'Rrpn:srnmtiors 
[OJmnittcr on gppropriat1ons 
1ll!Jashington, 39(!: 20515-6o15 

February 13,2009 

T-074 P.OOl/004 F-373 
JEIIIIV I.!WI:S. CALil'O~I'U 
C. II<, 0.U VOu"G. F~O~~ 
... AP'OLD AOCiEIIS. t''!NTUCA'r' 
Ffii.I.PIK R. WQI.f, \lti'Qlf\1~ 

~~~~~1:;-,.,~::~:EN .. NEW .IEfiUV 
TOOD lUIHRr. """!Ill-S 
ZACHWAM1',TW4Sm 
TO ....... ,,....,1/)WA 
IIOIIIII'r J.ACEJ>IOLT,ALO ....... 
JO -r~ri EMEIISOI'I. Ml!iGOUfl 
IU.Y GIWIIQEII. Tfl<lol 
MICt~Att, ~ ~!Alf""...()t;,IOAHO 
JOt"" ~DN£YCUUII:I\SI»>, on;~ 
I<INI~ :TMN I<IAIC, ILUNOIIl 
AAW r;Mt<GHAW, Fl.CIIIO.f. 
CII:'-OJI$1\ fiE;tllfiiQ,MQNTAN'\ 
.JOHN 11,~,11511~ 
HOD! ICY ..,_a.<Nr1R, LOUIS­
KE/1 tli.~lRT. C<>l.ll'll'IIOIA 
JO BOI'oN£H. 'U.IIW~ 
Snvl!lll c;, L.t.TOUJifTTC, CIHIQ 
TOM COLE. OC ...... Cio!A 

CI.ERJtAN0ll'TAf'1 OIAECTOa 
8CV[fiLY P ... t'J'O 

Authorization is hereby granted to Adam Hanis, staff membe:rs of the Committee Oil 

Appropriations. to travel during the approximate time period of February 19-23, 2009, to IsraeL 
The purpose of this trip is "to meet with Intelligence Community perso~mel to discuss conditions 
in Israel. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs io coJIDc:ction with this travel shall be paid 
from appropr[ations available for exar.aination of esti.roates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 
1 I O&(g). . 

It will be appreciated if you will have pe.rsonnel from the Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via 
commercial aircraft 

Sincerely, 

l 
'-"1Sa,•id Obey 

Chainnan 

F:OE:-17-2001 (14: 2'3 + 28.2.2.25.~E:.2.'2 97Y. P.01 



LINCOLN DAVIS 
4Th DISTRICT, TENNESSEE 

SENIOR WHIP 

COMMITTeES: 

APPROPRIATIONS 

SUBCOMMITIEE ON AGntCUL TURE, 
RURAL 0e.VELClPMENT, FOOD AND DFIUG AoMINISTRAT10N, 

AND RELATED AAENCIES 

SuiiCOMMtmE ON ENERGY AND WATER 0EVELO'MENT 

«:ongre•~ of tbe ltniteb ~tate!) 
~oust ot l\tprtsentattbes 
1lmla~bington. D( 20515-4204 

February 12, 2009 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

First, let me congratulate you on the continuation of your service under the new administration. I 
believe it to be a testament to your exceptional competence, common-sense approach. and devotion to 
protecting and preserving the United States of America. At a time when we face a variety of foreign and 
domestic challenges and threats, we are fortunate to have someone of your skill at the helm of the 
Department of Defense. 

I write today to respectfully request an update on implementation of funds already authorized 
under H.R. 2638, the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing Appropriations Act, 
2009, which was passed in the 110111 Congress. Specifically, Section 8116 appropriates funds for the use 
of special pay for members of the armed forces whose period of obligated service is extended. or whose 
eligibility for retirement is suspended, due to the President's authority to extend such service or suspend 
such retirement. This is commonly referred to as stop-loss authority and the increase is capped at five­
hwl<lred doUars per month. Under H.R. 2638, no funds are to be allocated until the Secretary of Defense 
submits a provisional plan for the distribution of such payments to the Committee on Appropriations. It 
has recently been called to my attention by a constituent that these funds have not yet been allocated to 
this group of soldiers. 

As you know better than most, our soldiers and their families are making enormous sacrifices as 
they continue to perform admirably. The toll of service is particularly difficult on the families of those 
whose service is extended. I feel that the modest increase in pay for this group of dedicated service men 
and women is just and equitable. Fully understanding the enormity of your responsibilities, I respectfully 
urge your attention to this matter. Thank you for any updates you may provide and for your commitment 
to this great nation. 

ID:TG 

410 CANNOI\I House 0FFtC£ ButLDtNG 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202} 22H831 
FAX: (202) 226-5172 

649 NaRlH MAIN STREET 

J4MESTOWN, TN 38566 
(931) 8"ffl-2361 

FAx: (931) 879-2389 

477 NORTtl CHANCEfiY STREET 
SUITEA-1 

MCMINNVIL.E, TN 37110 
(931) 473-7251 

FAX: (931) 473-7259 

WWN.hcuse.gov!lincolndavis 

1064 NoRTH GA1"EWAV AveNUE 
RocKWOOD, TN 37854 

(866) 354-3323 
FAX: 1865) 354-3316 

1804 CARMACK BoULEVARD 
SUITE A 

CoLUMBIA, TN 3&401 

(931' 4$0-8699 
. FAX: (931)481H1675 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Dr. Gates: 

February 11, 2009 

We are writing to express our strong support for the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye 
program and request your consideration of a reprogramming of funds for Fiscal Year 
2009. We are aware of significant undesired consequences for the E-2D program as a 
result of the enacted funding levels for Fiscal Year 2009, and we urge your personal 
attention to this issue. 

As you know, the E-20 Advanced Hawkeye program continues to perform 
satisfuctorily on both cost and schedule. Since ewu:tment of the appropriations bill, an 
Operational Assessment has been completed and the program remains on track to xeceive 
Milestone C approval in Spring 2009. After reviewing the final appropriated levels for 
this program in Fiscal Year 2009, however, we are concerned that current funding will be 
inadequate to sustain this program in transition :from development to low rate production. 
We believe there are negative impacts to both the cost and delivery schedule of these 
aircraft. 

Therefore. we request that you reprogram fimds in Fiscal Year 2009 to support the 
procurement of the third Low Rate Initial Production (LRJP) Lot I aircraft in Fiscal Year 
2009, and provide advance procurement for the third LotH aircraft in Fiscal Year 2010. 
Furthermore, we urge you to ensure that the Fiscal Year 2010 request includes 
procurement funding for all three LRJP Lot II aircraft. 

We thank you for your consideration of this request, and we lodk fonvard to your 
strong suppott for prioritizing reprogramming of Fiscal Year 2009 fimding for the E-2D 
program. 

sincerely. 



(':;zL~'flrr~ 
Member of Congress -- J 

~-~ /-;;r;;~ 
TIM H. OP 
Member of Congress 

• 

cc: The Honorable Donald Winter, Secretary of the Navy 
ADM Gary Rougbead, Chief ofNaval Operations 

~<::0& ........ ~ 
. GAR . ACKERMAN 

Member of Congress 

d..t~~ 
MICHAEL A. ARCURI 
Member of Congress 



f 

,• IIVoV'TIL I, L 

BRETI GUTHRIE 
SKOijD Dit'ntiCT, l(fi(TUCI(V 

COMMITTEE ON 
~AIII&PORT A'T10N AND INFRASTRUC1\IfiE 

IUIICOI!IMIT!IiS: 

ASSISTANT WHIP 

COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATlON AND WJOfl. 

5UIIGOMMITU!t. 

II-MIM-. HIGI<Miau-N,U.II.ONG 
l&OIINIOIO N/11 CGMHTI'IIY&r.u$ 

HW.Tti,I!~ON, I,.AIOI-I'Io!lll:lt<i 
HIALTttV 1'_.aANO CO..--

fi41UI(Oiol)l, Pl~WNIIII, AN0~6 MAq-.; 

AVIATION 
fe(ltiOMIC P&vl.-...r, Puauc BtaDINal 

AHC1 !-I'OCY MAMGWENT 
(:ongr~• of ti.Je 111nittb il>tat~ 

lfom of 1\ept'efmtatlbm 

The Honorable ~ert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefcnse 
Department of Defense 
1000 Dcfcnsc Pentagon 
Washington. D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 18. 2009 

Thank you for your ongoing service and coiDJJlitment to the defense of our country. 1 am 
extremely proud that my Congressional District is home to the Fort Knox military installation. 

Located at Fort Knox is Ireland Army Community Hospital. The hospital provides a vital 
service to the entire community. Built in 19S7. Ireland Army Community Hospital (IACH) 
provides top quality h~th care to Fort Knox and six surrounding states. JACH serves the Fort 
Knox community with primary and specialty care providers. In addition to Kentucky, IACH's 
area of responsibility also includes Ohio, Indi~ Michigan, Illinois, and Wisconsin. The 
hospital is aliO home to Camp Memorial Blood Center and an Optical Fabrication Laboratory. 

As you know. included in The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of1009 (H.R. 1) 
arc substantial funds for intrastructurc improvcmcnts at Department of Defense facilities. I urge 
you to give Ireland Army Cmnmunity Hospital full c:onsideraliOl.l when deciding how to allocate 
. these infrastructure investment funds. 

Thank you for your consideration of this important request. Should your staff have any 
questions or need more information please contact John ConneD in my Washington office at 
(202) 225~3501 if you have any questions. 

Pti[' 
BRETTG 

Member of Congress 
1111 

-.QlllllM.-.110'1 

THIS MAILING WAS PIIEI'AREO, PV8.LISHED, ANO MAILED AT TAXPAYER EXf'ENSE. 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secn.::t:lly ofDefeo.se 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 
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Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable John P. Murtha and the Honorable 
Norman Dicks, member of the Conunittee on Appropriations, and Paul Juola and Timothy 
Prince, staff n1embers of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time 
period ofF ebruary 15- 18, 2009. to Seattle, Washington and Colorado Springs, Colorado. The 
purpose of rl:t.is trip is to visitl\of11rJigan Army Hospit.al to obtain briefs on military health care and 
visit wounded Servicemen; to visit and tour Department of Defense and contractor installations 
in preparation for the fiscal year 2010 budget markup. Authorization is also granted for Mr. 
Munha to be returned to Jo.bnstO\Vll, Pennsylvania. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). Spouses are authorized to accompany the members of this delegation for reasons of 
protocol at no expense to the government. 

It will be appr~ciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making 
whatever a.rr:i..ngr:meucs are necessa:r; for this travel. The travel will be conducted via military 
aircraft. 

FEB-17-2001 04: 2'3 

Sincerely, 

David Obey 
Chairman 

9'7% P.02 
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The Hono.rable Robert M. Gates 
Seeretary of Defense 
Washjngton~ DC 20301 

Dear 1v!r. Secretary: 

iaousc of 1.Zrprc.scntariDts 
ltommincc on 9ppropriations 
:n:Ja.sllington, BQ: 20515-6015 

February 9, 2009 

T~OT4 P.OD4/004 F-3T3 
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t. V'o &IIJ. TO.-_ FLOftJOo 
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QM122W771 

Authorization is hereby granted to Sarah Young, staff member of the Committee on 
Appropriations, to travel duri.og the approximate time period of February 16-18,2009, to 
Colorado Springs, Colorado. The purpose of this trip is to join CO DEL Murtha for his visit to 
Fort Carson, and to receive briefings on fiscal year 2010 budget and current status ofthe Missile 
Defense Agency . 

Per diem expenses of not to exceed $1 09 per day, or the rate ~i1ied for High Cost 
G~ographical Aiea.s, whichever is bie,her, plus transportation and other authorized costs, shall be 
paid from appropriations available under Public Law 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 11 OS(g)) for 
examination of estimates in the field. 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via 
commercial aircraft. 

OSD 01716-09 
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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES' 
K£vlt'f BAADY 
MDIBER OF CoNOAaa 
SlH O!SlftiCT or Til<AS 

Houst or RE.PRESEt-~TATIVES 
W.O.SHINGTON, D.C. 

February 9, 2009 

The Honorable Robert Michael Gates 
SeCretary of Defense 
Office of the Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

CoMMITTEE ON 
WAYS AND MEANS 

I write to you again to urge the Department ofDefense (DoD) to produce a full 
accounting for each facility in Iraq that was involved or assooiated with an electrocution 

· dea1h or injury of any U.S. penonnel or contractor. SincC Congressional attention was 
focused on this issue, tho response ftom. DoD and related departments sqch as the DoD 
Office of Inspector General (DoD IG) have been less than satisfactory. 

& you know ,last year in the 11 ofll Coll8feSS, government representatives from DoD, 
DoD IG, and the Defense Contract Management Agency (DCMA) testified before the 
House Oversight and Government Reform Committee regarding deficient electrlcal 
systems in Iraq. During that hearin& I direotly asked each agency to identify who was 
responsible for the installation and maintenance of electrical generator that caused 
accidentalelectrocutions of U.S. persoDilel. One of the deceased was a twenty..three year 
old Army National Guard soldier, Staff Sgt. Chris Everett of Huntsville, Texas. Staff 
Sgt. Everett was my consti~ent, and his untimely death occur:red, not because of memy 
fire. but because the power-washer that he was using to wash a f[umvee was improperly 
grounded. These are not isolated incidents, as the Army has acknowledged at least 16 
possible cases of electrocution. 

Moreover, recently I was extremely dismayed to learn that there has been yet another 
report of an American soldier reoeiving shoclcs from ftcilities installed and maintained by 
U.S. contractors in Iraq. The Associated Press (AP) reports that Pfc. Justin Shults was 
tendered unconscious and suffered severe bums while showering in Tanniyah, Iraq. That 
these incidents continue to threaten the lives and safety of our fighting men and women 
are unacceptable. 

Mr. Secretary. I believe you areas outraged as I am by these incidents, and I strongly. 
urge that the Department of Defense and its related agencies provide me a detailed 

301 CAtlloiOH HOU!Ii£ OI'I'ICC SU.LOINCI, WASI<INGTON. D.C. i!OS16 * 202·2215-4901 

hnp:Jtwww.ll-•.~lbredv 
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accounting regarding the chain of custody for the operation and maintenance of electrical 
equipment and filcilities that are connected to electrocutions. Also, pJease provide an 
estimate as to when this report will be available. 

-Thank you for your leadership and service to our country, and your prompt attention to 
this important and tragic issue. · 

Sincerely, 

't---. 
Kevin Brady 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Eighth District ofTexas 

Cc: The Honorable Gordon S. Heddell, Acting Inspector General Department ofDefeose 
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JOHN R. CARTER 

HOUSE REPUBUCAN CONFERENCE 
SECRETARY 

III!PUBUCAN STEERING COMMiiTE~ 

COMMITIEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

SUIJCOMiollm£$: 
Mli.I'TAAY CoN5nluc;no•, 'lrniiANs' 

~'""'llON,.u;i>RI!Ana~ 

Nm.tELAMt -.cu.11V 

Hon. Robert Wilkie 

([ongrt's of tbt 11nittb ll>tatat 
)tout of 1\tpr"tntatibd 
Da.ifJiugton. J)(: 20515-4.33\ 

February 9, 2009 

Assistant Secretary of Defense 
for Legislative Affairs 
U.S. Departntent ofDcfense 
1300 Defenst' Pentago,n 
Washington) D.C. 20301 

Dear Hon. Wilkie: 

~002/003 

----«> 408 C..WW<!N HOUSE OHICEIIUILOIOIO 
w ... -tt,OC 2116n 

czm 22&.-38414 

lmp;/Jantar.hau&e.gov ---1717 fll,lli-5. SUm; 1100 
RouoiC. RQac. TX 78G&I 

151ZI ~&-ttoa 

a1i44-11 SOUTH (iiNiil\ll. JlliiUe& DllftiE 
Tq-TX?GSOZ 

(264) 11113-13112 

Mr. ~ohn Rockey, President ofR.ockcy Enterprises regarding requests a copy ofthe 
lease criteria bid for GSA Lease, Solicitation Order 8TX242SA, has recendy contacted 
me. GSA desires to lease approximately SO,OOO square feet of office space in San 
Antonio to accommodate DOD Tricarc Management Activity Center. He is concerns why 
his viable Class B property offering is not considered. 

I have enclosed, for your review, copies of the correspondence I received. I would 
appreciate any infonnation you can pro~de so that I may pass it along to my constituent 
I trust that this case will receive your full consideration. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Cheryl, Bell County Office, 6544 
B South General Bruce Drive, Temple, TX. 76502, phone 254·933-1392. Thank you for 
your time. 

Sincerely, 

JobnCarter 
. Member of Congress 

JC:ch 
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MARCY KAPTUA, 0~10 
FJETER J. VISCLOSKV,INDIANA 
~ITA M. LOWEV, NEW VORK 
JOsE E. SERRANO, NEW YORK 
ROSA L. DE LAURO, CONNECTIUJl 
JAMES P. MORAN. VflGINIA 
JOHN W. OLVEFI, MASSA.CHUSETIS 
ED PASTOA. AR~NA 
DAVID E. PRICE, NORfH CAROLINA 
CHEl EDWARDS, TEXAS 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY. RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
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SAM FARR. CALIFORNIA 
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Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Q:ongrtss of thr CJ.B.nitnt ~tatts 
!\oust of 1Rrprtsrntatiuts 

[Ommitttr on appropriations 
ftlashin_gton, I)[ 20515-6015 

February 17, 2009 

JERRY LE'MS. CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA 
HAROW ROGERS, KENTUCI<Y 
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FREUNGHUVSEN. NEW JERSEY 
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KAY GRANGER, TEXAS 
MICHAEL 1(. SIMPSON, IIJAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CIJLBERSON. TEXAS 
NARK STEVEN KIRK. ILLINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG. MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS 
RODNEY AlE)IANOER. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT. CAUFORNIA 
J0 BONNER. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE. OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

CLERK ANO STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLV PHETO 

TELEPHONE, 
(2021225--2711 

Reference is made to my letter dated February 12, 2009, granting authorization to the Honorable 
Rush Holt, Chainnan ofthe Select Intelligence Oversight Panel, and Mr. Adam Harris, staff member of 
the Committee on Appropriations, to travel to Israel on February 20-23, 2009. The purpose ofthis trip is 
to w~:et with Intelligence Community t)ersonncl to discuss conditions in Israel. 

The purpose of this addendum letter is to change the dates of travel for the Honorable Rush Holt 
to February 19-23, 2003, and to February 18-23, 2009 for Mr. Adam Harris. 

It will be appreciated if officials of the Department would assist in making whatever 
arrangements are necessary for this travel. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~0~ 
Chairman 
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D.:..'Partmenl of DefenSt: 
Attn: Congressional Liaison 
1300 Dct~tSc Pentagon 
Washin&lc.:m, DC 20301 

February 16. 2009 

RE: Dale Lautenbach- Visions Upholstery and Canvas 

Dear Congressional J..iajson. 

l am writing on behalf of my constituent, Mr. Dale Lautenbach, owtler of Visions 
Upholstery and Canvas, a contractor for the Department of Defense. Mr. Lauti."'bach 
contacted my office for assi~1ance with correcting what he bet;eves to be an injustite 
regarding the acceptance of a recent bid to pnlduce gloves for the 000. 

~11,1 illif.t•fl :It "t'L~(Jiii~IK 

. aoo· 77a-ar>79 

Mr. Lautenbach sent a bid to the DOD on January 12, 2009, which was the deadline to 
bid on the proje<.1:. Unfortunately. the fax was nol received Wldlor processed by the DOD. 
A h!\fd copy ofthe proposal was also submitted via U.S. Mail. Mr. Lautenbach has 
already furnished a copy of his fax history that pnwes UUJt he sent the proposal on time, 
however this bid is still being held up by \.he legal department. 

J r:espectful.ly request thal you look into this n1a\ter to detennine if the proposal submitted 
by Visions Upholstery and Canvas can be accepted by th~ DOD. Mr. Lautenbach wishe.s 
l(l C()ntinue his good working relationship with the DOD and also put people back to 
work here in northeast Wisconsin. Thank you for your time and con.c;ideration in this 
matter. 

SK/rl 

Sincerely, 

s~ r;y, IWJ 
Steve Kagen, MD 
Member or Congress 

Iiiii~·~ t•••w•r·~• ntJ •"•"rr~ tdl•flr ,.,.. nrr.-«;r ru l'll'll'n:o 

·''·'·~··· 
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February 9, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This is in fwther reference to my letter of January 7, 2009, regarding Codel 
Tanner. Please note that the following Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable John Tanner (D-TN) and Mrs. Betty Ann Tanner 
The Honorable Jo Ann Emerson (R-MO) and Mr. Ron Gladney 
The Honorable Bart Gordon (D-TN) and Mrs. Leslie Gordon 
The Honorable Carolyn McCarthy (D-NY) 
The H~norable Dennis Moore <P-:-KS) ~ ·~. S~hene t4oore 
The Honorable J~ln) BooZinan (R-AR) 8nd Mr$:· Caihy Boozman 
The Honorable Jetf~er (R-FL) and Mrs. Vicki Miller 
The Honorable Mike Ross (D-AR) and Mrs. Holly Ross 
The Honorable David Scott (D-GA) and Mrs. Alfredia Scott 
The Honorable Charlie Melancon (D-LA) and Mrs. Peachy Melancon 
The Honorable Baron Hill (D-IN) 

Ms. Melissa Adamson, Professional Staff, HOuse Conunittee on Foreign Affairs 
Ms. Kathy Becker, Office of Rep. Tanner . 
Mr. Paul Belkin, CRS Detailee to House Committee on Foreign Affairs 

~~--------~SAF 
~~--------~SAF 
~,-------~.AF , 

USAF 
~..=..----------------r";":;"'~AF . . .... 

. . . . . . . . 
.__ ______ ....,...,··office of the Attending Physician 

. . .· . . . .· . . 



Please note that Mr. David Hobbs, NATO P A Secretary General. has been invited 
to travel with the delegation from Paris to Vienna. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

nON\CLj v~ 
NANCY PEL<hSI 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



February 9, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: • 

This i!l in further reference to my letter of January 1 S, 2009, regarding Codel John Lewis. 
Please note that Turkey, Greece, and the United Arab Emirates have been added to the itinerary. 
The foJiowing Members and staff are authorized to traveJ: 

The Honorable John Lewis (D-GA) 
The Honorable Spencer Bachus (R-AL) and Mr. Stuart Bachus 
The Honorable Jim McDermott (D-W A) and Mrs. Therese Hansen 
The Honorable SheiJaJackson-Lee (D~TX) 
The Honorable Loretta Sanchez (D-CA) 
The Honorable At Green (D-TX) 
The Honorable Andre Carson· (D~IN) and Mrs. Miriarna Carson 

Mr. Michael Collins, Floor Asst to the Chief Deputy Democratic Whip 
Mr. Michael Staley, Chief of Staff to Rep. Bachus · 
Ms. Jamila Thompson, Senior Policy Advisor to Rep. Lewis 
Ms. Brenda Jones, Communications Director to Rep. Lewis 

Please note that Mr. Stuart Bachus will be traveling with the delegation on a reimbursable 
basis per DOD directive. 

cc: 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this.inatter. 

Sincerely, 

nUM r~ 
NANCY PE:;jl · . 
Speaker ofth~':''ouse . , . 

The Honorable Lorraine C. Milter,,Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

':·. ·'· 
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SAM FARR.CAUFORNIA 
JESSE L JACICSON, JR. WNOIS 
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CIE&al£ WASSei'IMAN SCHULTZ. R.ORIDA. 
CIAO RODRIGUEZ, 'IEXA5 
UNCOI.N DA\IIS, TENNiiSSIIE 
JOHN T. SALRAII. CQLOIIADO 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington. D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

'!lousr of 'Rqnumtatiots 
ttommitttr on S)ppropriations 
:Uashington, f)~ 20515-6015 

Februaty 10,2009 

JEIIRVI.EWI&. CAUFORNIA 
C. W. BIU. 'IOUNG, FLOIIIIlA 
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fflANIC R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
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ROIIII!TII. A0£11HOLT, ~MA 
JOANN !MERSON, MISSOUIII 
KAY GAANOiiR. TliliAS 
MI~K.-PSOII.OAHO 
JOHN AIINEYCUUIERSON. 1EliAS 

' MARUTEYEIUIRK.ILUNOIS 
""DEft CR£NSHAW, l'l.OIIIIlA 
DENNIS R. REHBeRG, MONTANA 
JOHN ll.eunD. TEXAS 
ROilNEY AUXANCIER,l.OUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT. CAUFORMA 
JO 80NNIII.AI.AIAMA 
ST'EIII!N C.LATCIURET'Il. OttiO 
TOM COLE. CIILAHOMA 

CI.£RKAND STAFFDIMICTOA 
BEYERLVPH!TO 

TW!PMONE: 
12021225-2771 

Authorization is hereby granted to Representatives C.W. Bill YoUDg, Rodney 
FreJinghuysen, Mike Simpson, and Ken Calvert, members of the Conimittee on Appropriations 
and Tom McLemore, professional staff member of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel 
on a CODEL led by Representative Carolyn Maloney to Naples, Rome, and Venice, Italy IDd 
Dublin, Ireland during the approximate time period of April14--20, 2009. The purpose oftbis 
trip is·to meet with Defense officials at A viano Air Foree Base and Vicenza Army Base to view 
operations and discuss resource requirements. In additiODt we will meet with US Ambassadors 
to Italy and Ireland~ as well as senior Italian officials for poli1icalloperational updates. Spouses 
are authorized to accompany the Member for reasons of protocol at no expense to the 
government. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid 
:from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U .S.C. 
1108(g). 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in makinc 
whatever arrangements are necC$sary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via military 
aircraft. 



HOUSE COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

11.6. l(to~t of 1\tpt~tntattb~ 
ur.t~mBton. act 2os15-eoas 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ONE HIJNCFIEO TENTH OONGRESS 

February 23, 2009 

AP. the new Administration prepares its fiscal year 2010 budget request for missile defense, I hope 
you will make providing our combatant commanders sufficient theater missile defense capability your 
highest priority within the existing missile defense budget. · 

The threat from short- and mediwn-range missiles represents the overwhelming ballistic missile 
threat to United States interests, its deployed foroes, and friends and allies around the world. Our military 
commanders recognize this point. The Joint Capability Mix Study n (JCM TI), conducted by the Joint 
Staff in 2007 to examine theater upper-tier missile defense requirements, concluded that to meet their 
minimum warlighing requirements, combatant commanders require nearly twice as many interceptors as 
the % Tenninal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) interceptors and 133 Standard Missile-3 (SM-3) 
interceptors currently planned. 

In testimony before the Senate Anned Services Committee in 2007, General James Cartwright 
stated that his priority with regard to missile defense was to expand, "beyond long-range intercontinental 
ballistic missiles to start to address those that hold at threat our forward deployed forces, or allies and our 
friends. Those are more in the short- and medhnn~range ballistic missiles, things that Patriot, Standard 
Missile-2 and [Standard Missile]-3 will be able to address, and THAAD as it comes on.'' 

Over the past several years, Congress has consistently directed the Department of Defense to 
devote greater priority within the existing missile defense program toward countering the short- and 
medium-range ballistic missile. threat. Commenting on the JCM II recommendations in the Joint 
Explanatory Statement that accompanied the Duncan Hunter National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2009 [Public Uw 110-4l7], the bill's managers stated they were, "deeply disappointed that 
the Department of Defense has not platmed or budgeted for. even this minimmn requirement, and we 
believe that achieving this rninimum inventory should be the highest priority for the Missile Defense 
Agency. We expect the Department of Defense to budget accordingly starting with the budget submission 
for fiscal year 2010." 

I fully agree with President Obama's position that we should only deploy missile defenses that 
have been sufficiently tested and proven to work. Theater missile defense systems. such as Patriot PAC-3, 



Secretary Robert M. Gates 
February 23, 2009 
Page Two 

THAAD, and Aegis Ballistic Missile Defense (Aegis BMD) meet the President's criteria. The Director of 
Operational Test and Evaluation's (DOT &E) Fiscal Year 2008 Annual Report stated that "the inherent . • 
B:MDS defensive capability against theater threats increased during the last fiscal year and DOT&E 
expects this trend to continue." Furthermore, in 2008, the commander of the Navy's Operational test and 
evaluation force declared the Aegis BMD 3.6 system to be operationally effective and suitable .. 

In addition to the JCM IT recommendations, there are other ways to focus our limited investments 
in mature systems that address near term threats. The Department should examine the feasibility of 
upgrading additional Aegis criiisers and destroyers to be able to· conduct ballistic missile defense 
·operations. Under the current program of record, only 22 Aegis cruisers and destroyers are phinned to be 
upgraded by the Missile Defense Agency. Given the existing operational demands on these. vessels. and 
growing requirement by combatant commanders around the W9fld for ballistic missile defense-capable 
ships, this assessment should be a priority. I would also encourage you to explore the options for 
deploying a land·based V!l'l'Sion of the SM-3 missile. Such a capability has the potential to expand missile 
defense coverage for U.S. deployed forces and our friends and allies around the world 

: : I recognize that the Administration will likely be forced to :make tradeoffs as it develops the fiscal 
year 2010 defense budget. Given the need to fund other high priority defense programs, ~uctions to the 
missile defense program may be required. However, due to the existing threat from short- imd medium­
.range ballistic missiles, the requirements of our regional combatant commanders, and the strong testing 
reeord of theater missile defense systems, I believe that addressing the recommendations outlined in the 
JCM II study (i.e., doubling the number of1HAAD and SM-3 interceptors) should be the Department's 
highest priority within the missile defense budget. I ask that you take this into 8ccount as you develop the 
fiscal.,year 2010 budget request. · · 

Thank you for }'Our consideration and attention. I look forward to your response. 

Ellen 0. Tauscher 
Chairman 
Subconimittee on Strategic Forces 
Committee on Armed Services 

cc: Honorable Peter R. Orszag, Director, Office of Management and Budget 
Honorable Johil Young, Under Secretary ofDefense for Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics 
Honorable Michelle Flournoy, Under Secretary ofDefense for Policy 
Admiral Gary Roughead, Chief of Naval Operations 
General James Cartwright, Vice Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff 

· General Kevin Chilton, Commander, U.S. Strategic Coi'JJIIUind 
Lieutenant General Patrick O'Reilly, Director, Missile Defense Agency 
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February 4, 2009 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

JERRY LEWIS. CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY 
FRANK R. WOLF, 1/IRGII\ILO. 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
ROONEY P FfiEUNGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAHAT, KANSAS 
lACH WAMP. TENNESS!;E 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT B. ACE~LT,ALAB;\MA 
JOANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS 
MICHAEL. K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CIJLSERSON, TEXAS 
MARK SlEVEN KIRK, IlliNOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIOA 
OENN~ R. REHBeRG, MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER. TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA 
KEN C"LVERT, CALIFORNIA 
JO BOIIIIER, ALABAMA 
STEIIEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

CU:RK AND SlAFF OIRECTOR 
BEVERL V PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
(2112)225-2771 

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable Ed Pastor, a Member of 
the Committee on Appropriations, to travel to Australia and New Zealand, during 
the approximate time period of February 13-22, 2009. The purpose of this trip is 
to meet with government officials, to review intelligence and energy programs. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this 
travel shall be paid from appropriations available for examination of estimates in 
the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 11 08(g). Spouses are authorized to 
accompany the members of this delegation for reasons of protocol at no expense 
to the government. 

!twill be appreciated if you will have Pt?rsonnel from the Department assist 
in making whatever arrangements are necessary for this' travel. The travel will be 
conducted via military aircraft. · 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Chairman 
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ROSA 1.. OI!LAURO, CONNECTICUT 
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~ngrrss of thr tinitnl ~tatts 
JOHN W. OLV£R, MASSACHUseTTS 
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CAROUNA 
OIET EDWARDS. TEXAS 
PATRICKJ. KENNEDY. RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
LUCILLE ROVW.L-ALLARD, CAUI'ORNIA 
SAM FARR, CALIFORNlA 
JESSE l. JACKSON_ JR .• ILLINOIS 
CAROlYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYD. FLORIDA 
OiAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEV 
SANFOIID D. BISHOP. JR .. GEORGIA 
MARION BERRY,ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE. CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA. CAUFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAI:L,. NaY YORI( 
........ RYAN. 00<10 
C.A. "DUTCH" RUPI'ERSBEJIGER, MARYLAND 
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY 
OE8B~E WASSE:RMAN SCHUlTZ, FlONDA 
CIAO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS 
LINCOLN CIAVIS, TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

!\oust of Rtprr.srnmtiocs 
[Ommitttt on 2lpproprtatinns 
Utashington, llQ: 20515-6015 

February 17, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG. FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY 
FIIANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
ROONEY P. FRELINGHUVSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAHRT. KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
~OBERT S. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA 
JO ANN EMERSON. MISSOURI 
KAY GiiANGER, TEXAS 
MICHAel K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS 
MAAK STEVEN KIRK. ILLINOS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS Fl REieatG, MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER. TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEKAM>EA. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT. CALIFORNA 
JO BONNER, AJ.NJAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE, ()I( LAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERL V PHETO 

TELEP!iONE: 
1202) 225-2711 

Authorization is hereby granted to Sarah Young, staffmemberofthe Committee on 
Appropriations. to travel- during the approximate time period of March 4 - 6. 2009, to San Jose, 
California. The purpose of this trip is to receive an overview of the plan that authorizes the 
creation of a new Enterprise Architecture (EA) to comprehensively resolve persistent electronic 
health record issues. 

Per diem expenses of not to exceed $109 per day, or the rate specified for High Cost· 
Geographical Areas, whichever is higher, plus transportation and other authorized costs, shall be 
paid from appropriations available under Public Law 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 11 08(g)) for 
examination of estimates in the field. 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Departtnent assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via 
commercial aircraft. 
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February 23, 2009 

Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG. FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROG£115, KENTIJCI(Y 
FRANK R. WOLF, YIAGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
ROONEY P. FREUNGHUVSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAHRT. KANSAS 
ZACII WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM,IOINA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA 
JOANN EMERSON. MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER. TEXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON. IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CIJLBERSON. TEXAS 
..,ARK STEVEN KIRK. ILLINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG. MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS 
AOONE'V ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA 
KEN CAL VERT. CAI.IFORNIA 
JO BONNER. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. l.J.TOURETTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

ClERK ANO STAFF DIRECTOR 

BEVERLY PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
(202) ~25-1771 

Reference is made to my letter dated February 10,2009, granting authorization 
for members and staff to travel on a CO DEL led by Carolyn Maloney, to travel to Naples, 
Rome, and Venice, Italy and Dublin, Ireland during the approximate period of 
April14- 20, 2009. 

The purpose of this addendum letter is to additionally authorize Representative 
Steven LaTourette to travel on this CODEL. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~o'!lAA CIWrman ~ ~ - ( 



·\. 

(l!ongrtss nf t~t Jtniteb ~tatts 
lllasiJingtnn, J(!t 2U.515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 

Last October the United States Congress passed, and President Bush signed into law, the 
Code Talkers Recognition Act, Public Law 110-420. Senator Inhofe and 1 were the lead sponsors 
of this bill in our respective legislative bodies. The purpose of this act is to award the 
Congressional Medal of Honor to a select group of Native Americans for their heroic service in 
World Wa•· 1 or World War II. 

Found within the legislation is .a directive asking the Defense Department, along with the 
Treasury Department, to help fully indentft)' aU individuals who at-e deselving of this award. 

SectionS, subparagraph (b) states: 

The Seet'Ctary of Treasury, in consultation with the Sec•·etary of Defense and dlC tl'ibes, shall: 

( 1) Detennine the identity, to the maximum extent practicable, of each Native American 
Tribe that had a member of that tribe sel'Ve as a Native American Code Talker, with the 
exception of the Navajo Tribe. . 

(2) Include the name of each Native American tribe~ identified under subparagraph (a) on a 
list 

(3) Provide the list, and any updates to the list to d1e Smithsonian Institution for maintena~ 

Over the last few months our offices have held meetings with officials from the 
Department of Defense and the Depm"tment ofthe Treasury in an attempt to move this process 
forward. After speaking with all the parties involved. it is our understanding that the Office of 
tl1e Anny Historian or some other archival depm·tment within the Department of Defense has a 
tentative list of individuals who would be deemed "Code Talkers" within the definitions of the 
recently passed legislation. 

1 am writing to ask you to expedite this identification process so that the United States 
Congress can move forward in honoring these brave soldiers. I will enclose a copy of the public 
law pettinent to this request fur your review. If you have any questions about our expedited 
request, feel free to contact Tom Wharton (226-2275/Boren) Ol' Clark Peterson (224ft 
4721/Inhofe). · 

Sincerely, 

Dan Boren 
Member of the House ofRep1-esentatives 

PIIINTED ON R~CYCI.~D PAPER 



The Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 1 0~ 2009 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Earl Pomeroy, a member of the House 
Dem0013Cy Assistance Coounission (HDAC), to lead a delegation to Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Kosovo, and Macedonia on official business during the approximate time 
period of April 4-10, 2009. 

The main purpose of this trip is to conduct meetings with members of the Kosovo 
. Assembly and the Assembly of the Republic ofMacedonia in conjunCtion with the 
mission of the Commission. In Bosni' the delegation will meet with members of the 
national parliament, the national executive, and other leaders to better understand the 
constitutional refonn process and to discuss HDAC efforts within the region. A list of 
authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date. Spouses of Members may travel 
at no cost to the government for protocol purposes only. 

IC would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to faeilitate this mission, • 
well as Marine ~ and military air tnmsportation. Authorization for the expenditwe 
of fimds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). f 

Thank yo'u in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely • 

. nl!Kl<AJ rp~ 
NANCY PE1:A>SI 
·Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miiter;· Cleit · 
U.S. House of RepresentatiVes . · 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary . 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 2b301 • 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 5, 2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of January 22, 2009, regarding Codel 
Boehner. Please note that the delegation will no longer be traveling to Turkey, but has 
added Belgium to the itinerary. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

0 ~.d..w 
NAN :::LaS! 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, OC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 2, 2009 

This is in further reference tom letter of January 22, 2009, r:egarding Codel 
Hoyer. Please note th (b)(&) has been requested as escort. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

n~~~~ 
NANCYPE SI 
Speaker of · House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. MiUer, Cleric 
U.S. House of Representatives 
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104 WASHINGTON STREET 
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f:ongre.s'~ of tbe llnittb ~tate~ 
~ou!5e of llepre!ientatibe5 

Dasbington,/i£ 20515 

February 17, 2009 

·The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
READINESS 

MIUTARV PERSONNEL 

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR 
WORKFOA:CE PROTeCTION 

HEAL "THY fAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES 

COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES 
INSuL.AA AFFAIRS. OceANS AND Wn.nuFE 

NATIONAL PARKS, foRESTS AND 
PUBLIC LANDS 

www.shea-pot1er.house.gov 

We are writing to express our concern about recent reports that the Department of 
Defense has awarded KBR a $35.4 million contract that includes major electrical projects 
and request that you review the contract award and report to us explaining why the 
contract award was made to KBR, given its long record of deficient electrical work in 
Iraq. 

As you are aware, KBR has held a contract fur building maintenance for U.S. military 
facilities in Iraq· since 2003. During this time, there have been numerous investigations 
into the dangers KBR's faulty electrical work is creating for our military personnel. The 
Department of Defense Inspector General is currently investigating the electrocution 
deaths of18 Americans (16 soldiers and 2 contractors) in KBR-maintained facilities. 
KBR is under criminal investigation for the electrocution deaths of several U.S. soldiers 
in Iraq. The House Committee on Oversight and Govenunent Reform conducted an in­
depth investigation into the problem of electrocutions in U.S. facilities in Iraq and the 
death of Staff Sgt. Ryan Maseth, 24, a decorated Green Beret electrocuted in his shower 
on January 2; 2008. The Connnittee's investigation showed that KBR was alerted to the 
deficiencies in this and other cases, but failed to take corrective action. In 2008, the 
Defense Contract Management Agency (DCMA) issued a "Level III Corrective Action 
Request" to KBR, indicating that the contractor was in "serious non-compliance." This 
action request, the final warning before a contract is terminated, points to KBR's 
continuing failure to ensure electrical safety for our troops. With this history, it is not 
surprising that Capt. David J. Gfa:ft: commander of the DCMA's International Division, 
was quoted in an Associated.Press article, stating that .. many within DOD have lost or are 
losing all remaining confidence in KBR' s ability to successfully and repeatedly perform 
the required-electrical support services mission in Iraq." 

Despite these serious, ongoing concerns, the Department of Defense has awarded KBR a 
new contract that includes the type of work that KBR failed to perform adequately for 
years. Threats to the safety and lives of soldiers or others because ofknown hazards and 
negligent perfonnance of work are not acceptable. 



We would therefore appreciate a thorough review of the recent contract award to KBR. 
At the very least, when our soldiers put their lives on the line for us in a war zone, we not 
only owe them the assurance that they will not be electrocuted in the shower on their 
return from a mission, but also that those who provide them with services put our 
soldiers' safety ahead of their profits. 

Thank you for your consideration, and we look forward to your response. 

Sincerely, 

~~· 

~.~.~ 





HARRY TEAGUE 
2ND DISTRICT. NEW ME)(ICO 

WASHINGTON OfFICE: 

1007 LoNGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC ~0515 
PHONE: (2021 22&--2365 

FAX: (2021 225-9599 

http://tealluo.~ouso.gav ctongrt~~ of tbt 11Jnittb $tatt5 
J}ou~e of 1l\tptt~entattbd 

~binuton, J)<!C 20515-3102 

The Honorable Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301·1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

February 17, 2009 

COMMITTEES: 

TRANSPORTATION AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

SUBCOMMn"TEES: 

RAILROADS, PIPELINES. AM> 

HAZARDOUS MATERt4LS 

WATER, REsouRCes AND ENVtRONMENT 

VETERANS' AFFAIRS 
ECOOIOMIC 0PPOfiTVNifV 

HEALTH 

I am writing to update you on the.situation regarding the improper administration of insulin at 
William B:eaumont Army Medical Center (WBAMC) in El Paso, Texas. · 

On February 5~ 2009, I wrote to WBAMC Commander, Colonel James Baunchalk, requesting 
answers to questions I had about the incident Last Friday, February 13, 2009, Colonel 
Baunchalk responded in writing to my list of questions. Those responses are attached for your 
information. Colonel Baunchalk, s staff has also been in contact with my office and has provided 
me with tl!e following p~eces of i¢oima:tiOil-: : . 

Of the 2,114 persons that may have received an insulin injection with the .. pen device", 
1,188 persons have been contacted. 

144 persons h:ave died due to conditions unrelated to this incident. 

. 630 _pe~ons have had blood dr~wn for testing. 

33.4% (or 6S8 of the 1,970 living persons) are veterans.· 

782 (or 39.690/o) have yet to be contacted. 

In addition, this Saturday, February 13,2009, I visited WBAMC and viewed the insulin injection 
device th8~ was improperly used. I received a briefing on the proper procedure for the insulin 
pen, as well as a tour of the hospital. 

-------------------DISIRICTOFFICES:-

200 EAST BROADWAY, SuiTE 200 
HOBBS, N M 88240 

PHONE: I 5751 393-0510 
FAx: 1575) 393-ll026 

135 WEST G~IGilS AVENUE 

~":':,~~:ul~~~~~~::: ~~~~UII 
fAX: (575152~99 IIIU 
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The events that have transpired at William Beaumont are unacceptable. Although I have been 
informed that investigations are planned, we still do not now have an understanding of how the 
mistake could have occurred. I believe that WBAMC patients who received the shots face · 
serious health risks, and I have made it clear that I view this situation with the utmost 
seriousness. 

I ask you to closely monitor the situation at WBAMC to make sure affected patients are 
contacted, tested, and, if necessary, expeditiously treated. Y9ur oversight of the investigations is 
also important to ensure they are exhaustive and impartial. , 

I look forward to working with your office on a solution that prevents this from happening again. 

If you have any other questions in regards to this matter, please feel free to contact me at 202-
225-2365. 

J!:~/~uz 
Member of Congress 



Gtongress of t}Je 'ltniteb §tates 
-.aalfingtDD, llC 20515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates· 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

February 10,-2009 

Congratulations on your reappointment as our nation~s Secretary ofDefense. I am extremely 
appreciative and grateful to you for your outstanding service to our nation as an Air Force officer, 
senior intelligence official and 1myielding advocate for the men and women serving m our nation's 
Armed Services. ln the coming yars, I am confident that your leadership will guide the Department . 
of Defense to more actively promote the health and wellbeing of our men and women in unifonn. 

Recently, the United States Army announced that suicide rates among Active Duty, Reserve and 
National Guard troops reached a record high in 2008, swpassing nationwide civilian rates. While the 
cause for this dramatic increase is still being investigated, it is evident that greater emphasis needs to 
be put on the mental health of our men and women in unifonn and those retired veterans who preocded 
them. 

Today, we know more about post traumatic stress disorder, traumatic brain injury and depression than 
we have at any point in our history. Medical professionals now have the ability to treat or even prevent 
these disordm if they are addressed quickly. Unfortunately, many sufferers are uninfonned of their 
options, unable to access them or are too embarrassed to seek help. · 

In light of these rising suicides, Congress and the current Administration have a responsibility .to 
promote and fund initiatives that make mental health care an ongoing process for all military 
pelS()nnel, beginning at enlistment and continuing long after returning ftom, combat. Our troopslnd 
.veterans should never be made to ieel weak or abandoned when seeking professional help. By fully 
funding and properly prioritizing :nilitary and Veterans Administration mental health initiatives, we 
can c:ounteract the pervasive culture of denial and push a new culture of acceptanCe and treatment. 

In the coming months, I look forward to working with you and your staff in redoubling our efforts to 
provide quality mental health services to all service members, past and present. Thank you apia for 
all of your efforts and I look forward to working with you on this aitical issue. 

PRitmlD ON RECYCLED PAPal 



DEMOCRATS 

BOB RUlER, CAUFORNIA, CHAI-AN 

CORRINE BROWN, FLORIDA 
\IIC SNYDER, ARKANSAS 
MICHAEL H. MICI-fA.UO. MAINE 
STEPHANIE HERS En< SANDLIN. SOUTH DAlOTA 
HAARY E. MITCHEll, ARIZONA 
JOHN J. HALL, NEW YORK 
DEBORAH L HALVORSON. ILLINOIS 
THOMAS S.P. PERRIELLO. VIRGINIA 
HARRY TEP.GU€. NEW MEXICO 
CtRO D. RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS 
JOE DONNELLY. INDIANA 
JERRY McNERNEY. CALIFORNIA 
ZACHARYT. SPACE, OHIO 
TIMOTHY J WAlZ. MINNESOTA 
JOHN H. ADLER, NEW JERSEY 
ANN KIRKPATRICK, ARIZONA 
GLENN C. NYE. VIRGINIA 

MALCOM A. SHORTER 
STAfF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

it.&. J)ou~e of ll\tpresentattbts 
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

335 CANNON HOUSE 0FACE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515. 

http://vetera ns.house. gov 

February 9, 2009 

REPUBLICANS 

STEll£ BUVEII. INDIANA, RANKING 

CUFF STEARNS, F"LOfiiDA 
JERRY MORAN, KANSAS 
HENRV E. BROWN. JR .. SOUTll CAROLINA 
JEFF MILLER, FLORIDA 
JOHN BOOZMAN. ARKANSAS 
BRIAN P. BILBI\AY, CALIFORNIA 
DOUG tp.MBORN, COLORADO 
GUS M. 81LIRAKIS. FLORIDA 
VERN BUCHANAN, FLORIDA 
DAVID P. ROE. TENNESSEE 

KINGSTON E. SMITH 
REPUSUCAN STAFF OOlECTOR 

AND CHIEF COUNSEL 

This letter is to authorize Juan Lara, Majority Staff Director of the Subcommittee on Economic 
Opportunity; Mike Brinck. Minority Staff Director ofthe Subcommittee on Economic 
Opportunity to travel on official committee oversight business to Sites in Florida from February 
16 to February 19,2009. The purpose of the travel is to visit various Transition Assistance 
Program Workshops in Jacksonville, MacDill, and Key West. 

The expenditure of funds for payment and actual expenses and transportation is authorized by 
Title 31, U .S.C 11 08(g). Travel will be conducted by military and/or commercial aircraft up to 
business class, including foreign flag carriers when U.S. carriers are not available. 

If there are any questions, please have your staff coordinate with Mr. Juan Lara at (202) 226-
5491 or Mike Brinck at (202) 226-3668. Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

BF/ jl 

•, ' .. . : ··•. 

··"":. 

'•. 

. . . ~ 

Sincerely, 

'-S.t 
BOBFILNER 
Chairman 



~Jlelosi 
~oftft2~ 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington. DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 11. 2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of January 8. 2009, regarding my codel to 
Italy and Southwest Asia. The following Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), Speaker of the House, and Mr. Paul Pelosi 
The Honorable John Larson (D-CT) and Mrs. Leslie Larson 
The Honorable George Miller (D-CA) and Mrs. Cynthia Miller 
The Honorable Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) 
The Honorable William Pascrell, Jr. (D-NJ) 
The Honorable Anna Eshoo (D-CA) 
The Honorable Edward Markey (D-MA) and Dr. Susan Blumenthal 
The Honorable Michael Capuano (D-MA) and Mrs. Barbara Capuano 

The Honorable Wilson Livingood, Sergeant at Arms 
The Honorable Brian Monaghan. Attending Physician 
Mr. Michael Sheehy, Senior Policy Advisor to the Speaker 
Mr. Nadeam Elshami, Deputy Communications Director to the Speaker 
Ms. Stacy Kerr, Special Assistant to the Speaker 
Ms. Kate Knudson, Personal Assistant to the Speaker 
Ms. Bridget Fallon, Director of Protocol to the Speaker 
Mr. Philip DeAndrade, Senior Advisor to the Speaker 
Mr. Steve Rus Office of Photography 

< X6) DSS Agent 

~~~6~> ______ ~USAF 
l~i(b~)(6~> =========~1SAF 
g:rl<b:;-;,><6=-> ____ _____.., USAF 
r<b><6> L.__ _ _ _ _ -l USAF 



Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

r~a-"'4 --r~ 
NANCY PELOSI 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 



~~Jehnri 
$peaiter nf tit~~ 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense. 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 13,2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of February 11, 2009, regarding my codel 
to Italy and Southwest Asia. 

Please note that Mr. Uam Wasley, US Department of State, has been invited to 
travel with the delegation in Italy. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

n~~1k 
NANCYPEL SI 
Speaker of the ouse 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 

·, ·:: .. 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 13, 2009 

This letter will authorize Ms. Janice McK.imey, Assistant Director of the Office 
of Interpar1iamentary Affairs, to join the Committee on Foreign Affairs Codel Engel to 
Mexico, Nicaragua, and Jamaica during the approximate period of February 16-22;2009. 
The purpose of the trip is to meet with government and non-government leaders in 
Mexico, Nicaragua, and Jamaica to discuss relations with the U.S., regional security and 
narco-trafficking, and balateral trade 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance 
as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Air 
Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for 
the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, /.':) 

()~ r~tL~ 
NANCY PtLOSI 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

. ' ~ .· :· -,· : . ~ . ,_ ... 

. ~ : '. •'•. . 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 

March 3, 2009 

United States Department of Defe11se 
1 00 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates. 

~0021002 

I want to flag a matter now before you, the oonstruction of the North Carolina 
National Guard's Joint Forces Headquarters jn Raleigh, NC. This facility will 
not only serve as the nerve center for our state Guard operations; it will aJso 
house ow State Emergency Operations Center. This project and several 
million dollars in state funding have been on bold awaiting federal funding. 

I understand that a decision to provide funding for the project is now pending 
in your office; J strongly encourage you to approve the funding. J would be 
eager to discuss any questions you may have about the project. 

t:;IJ y} ·if.. h" 'Sincerely, 

J ' rr- rl. Q_y ~ 
~ -r· ·-r;;..n rt DAVID PRICE 
4,p.J v~ Member of Congress 

liP r- / 
Jh····p..o--r 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 13, 2008 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Shelley Berkley, Chairwoman of the 
Transatlantic Legislator's Dialogue (TLD), to lead a delegation ofMembers and staff to 
the Czech Republic, Lithuatria, and Estonia during the approximate period of April 13-
20, 2009. The purpose of the trip is to attend 1he 66th meeting of the Transatlantic 
Legislators' Dialogue (TLD) and to meeting with government officials in each country to 
discuss bilateral relations, engagement with Russia, Jewish issues, and to observe the 
implementation of the Visa Waiver Program. For protocol purposes only, spouses may 
travel at no cost to the govenunent A list of authorized travelers will follow at a later 
date. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is n~JU¥1 1 atioojQJ]_ 'litate this mission, as 
well as Air Force escort ~d b)(&) and military air 
transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the actual and necessary 
expenses should be made pmsuant to 31 U.S. C. 11 08(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attenti~ to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~,~{P~ 
NANCY· :PELOSI 
~peaker . , . . :. 

cc: :The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller; Cl~ 
U.S. H~ ofRepresentativ.es .· . ·· .. 

. .... :•,,·. 

·· .. . . .. 
. .. . .. . 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Deparbnent of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 13, 2009 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Lois Capps, a member of the House 
Democracy Assistance Commission (liD A C), to lead a delegation to Haiti on official 
business during the approximate time period of May 7-12, 2009. 

The main purpose of this trip is to conduct meetings with members of the Haitian 
Parliament in conjunction with the mission of the Commission. Meetings with executive 
branch officials and site visits to USAID/Haiti projects are also envisioned. A list of 
authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date. Spouses of Members may travel 
at no cost to the government for protocol purposes only. 

I~ would be appreciated if the Deparbnent ofDefense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Marine escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of fi.mds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

cc: 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

n41nt!-4f '?J.c.· J 

NANCY PJi.OSI 
Speaker 

The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk. 
U.S. House of Representatives · · 

f :. -~ • : 

~. , : 



<!rnngress nf tire Jlnifeil ~fates 
Jlilasftiugtnut DQt aD515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 23,2009 

We are writing to request that you promptly and fully distribute authorized compensation to members of 
our Anned Forces whose service has been extended by the Department of Defense's stop loss policy. 

Over the past seven years, over 160,000 military personnel have had their service duty contracts 
extended due to stop loss orders. Today, there are over 12,000 soldiers in the active Army, Army Reserve and 
Army National Guard who remain on active duty beyond their scheduled separation date as a result of stop loss. 
This policy especially impacts the National Guard and Reservists, many of whom have already been deployed 
much longer than they expected. This is ~hy we introduced legislation in the 11 oth Congress to provide 
payments to service members for each month they are extended as a result of stop loss. 

On September 30, 2008, the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing Appropriations 
Act, 2009 was signed into law (P .L. 11 0-329). The bill provided that all military personnel that have had their ...... / 
service duty contracts involuntarily extended due to stop loss orders, during Fiscal Year 2009 will receive /_, 
compensation. The bill also allocated $72 million for the Compensation, thus providing enough to compensate 
each soldier with the full $500 amount 

It has been nearly five months since the bill was signed into law and stop loss compensation payments 
have yet to be distributed. We urge you to work with the House and Senate Appropriations Defense 
Subcommittees to develop a thorough and appropriate disbursement plan as quickly as possible to fulfill the 
Department's obligations under P.L. 110-329. Our soldiers are heroically and bravely defending our country 
abroad, and they are awaiting the much-deserved recognition and compensation for the unforeseen sacrifice so 
many have been called on to perfonn. 

Thank you for your prompt attention and your consideration of this important request. 

Sincerely, 

PRINTED ON R~CYCLEO PAPER 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 2()301 

Dear Mr. Secrc1ary: 

February 23, 2009 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Steny Hoyer, Majority Leader, to lead a 
delegation to Denmark. France, Iraq and Afghanistan on official business during the 
approximate time period of May 29 - JuneS, 2009. The pwpose of this trip will be to 
conduct bilateral discussions on national security and energy issues in Denmark; to meet 
with government officials regarding national security and human rights challenges in 
France; and to meet with government officials and US military commanders and troops in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. A list of authorized Members (approximately 8) and staff will 
follow at a later date. For protocol PurPoses only, spouses of Members will travel at no 
cost to the government 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense wouJd furnish such assistance 
as is~· incl~ transportation, to facilitate this mission. as weJl as Marine 
escort ~(&) and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, .···--·-·- -- · - · · -- . - · 

n--~ ?.J..i --
NANCYPEWSI 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller; Clctk 
U.S. House of RepresentativeS 

: : . 
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I 
HOUSE COMMI'ITEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

'1."he Ho.nonble Daraek Obam• 
The White House 
Washinp1.11. D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 
I 

11.6. J(louse of l\qltesmtatib~ 
Misbinlt'On. •tt 20Sl5-6035 

Ot.lf11UMDI\m TI!NlH CONGAEiSS 

March 4, 2009 

If reports 11'41 accurate, it i$ our undetstanding that you sent a letter to RU&ian Prtlident 
Medvedev last month nposting )'OW' Ad:minittration would halt the development of a Europoan mis&ile 
dcfease system in exchanp fOf RliBSian assistauee to stop Iran !!.'Om developing nu~lcar warheads llld 
balJistic missile.. We are concerned that the Administration may be unde.rtaldng a sutprisinaly uwlateral 
action. Though we share yol;V strons dovotion to our national security and. tba ~urity of our allies, we 
believe il i& unwise and. premature to offer such l conccWon. We urge you to clarifY your . 
Administration's position and respectfully cauticm apinst a policy ~t relies too heavily on Rusaiaa 
cooperation. 

I . . 
R.e.ports of the letter aro disconce11ing for a number of reasons. Foremost. the policy doea not . 

adequately recognize the threat poaed by Iran. Moreover, it reels on a qussti.onahlc asswnption that 
Russia can ef&ct:i.veiy cudl lran't uuelear ambitions and weakeDa our position in future bilatetal 
negotiations. Lastly, it undemlinos NATO's e:JldOJtament of me P.uropean missile dtf~ proposal In 
panicular, it und.-euta our allies-the Czech Republic and Poland-who received bipartisan wura.nces 
tbiLt oaco they approved the missile defezls" agreements, the U.S. would provide IUPPOrt and funding. 

~sia 'a a.etiona, particularly in &stem Burope, give w little con.fidenee tbat they em be rolie4 
upon to f'ollow thrcugh with such a eoinmitment. Ovec1he last year, as yOu know, Ru.,aia baa pursued a. 

- divisive policy to re-e:xert its SovitWra sphere Bf intluence. During this time,· Russia invaded Geor.gia. 
intimidated other nations fromjomma NATO, and tMea.tcned to target Baaaem Elll'Ope with 1.uclear 
utissflea should the proposed European missile defense sites be built. :Further~ amidst a global economic 
crisis, Russia bas di.aropted ~ta of natml gas to Bwope foT the s.econd tb:ne in tbmo years. Most 
r=cently, R.UisiA tJted &ancial incentives to pmnade Kyrgyzstan to deny the U.S, access tO it$ Manas 
military bue in Ol"der to support coa.Utio11 operations iD Atpanistan. Givon 1hoae event~, we teriously 

. question reliance upon llU$1ia'a support for a. common approach on Iran. or missile defense. 

Iran bas clarly htdicated they havo no imention of halting their wclear or ballistic: missile 
Prosrams. and their recent actions Substantiate this pOint. Last month, they launched a satelUte into orbit · 
using dnal-use,·long-range ballistio missile tedmology. !.ut weekend, the: Chairman of the Joint Chle& 
of Staff lllllouncGd. that Inn ha.s enough enriched lll'acium f'cr a nuclear weapon. Two weeks ago, the 
Int~onal Atomic Energy' Ageocy found that bn undMcstimatad by a tbird how much 1.ll'lllium it has 
e:unchcd and noted that lran paa a total of 5,600 centtifuges-tn incteue from the 3.800 listed in a 

141 001 
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November 2008 repOrt-despite three rouruie ofUnited Nations S~ty Council sanctions. 

· Despite these devel~nts. R.uuian leaders have iodicated. & ftmdamental disagreement with the 
Weat•s views on the threat poaed by In.n. Simply put, they apparently do not see a Weal. furt:henl1orc, 
Moscow eontim&e& to btaefd economically. ftom its support oflran's nuelear ptogiam. spccifieally 
through the Bushehr nuclear reactor it has helped. Inn bwJd. Por aU these reasons, wo Iemai:l slceplical 
that Ru8sia would be in a position to halt Iran's nuclear and ballistic misJile ambitions,IDdc:aulious ofa 
strategy ~ relie~~ on that nation• a action vis-l-vis Iran to prote!Ot us and our allies. 

Furthctmorc, we anticipate biliteral arms contfel negations whh R.\IS&ia tbis )'Oil and lllil 
coucemcd that any concession~ promised in tbis regald may prejudice favorable outcome& AI Robert 
Kagan Eectntly noted, "'If Ru.ssian load.u believe that the: United States is looking for a way· out. .. the)' 
will acptia1e. accotdinaly. ~might ad; why they should make IL doll M all. • J!P.uuia perceives it 
can gain U.S. ccnu:easioi!B on rmssilo defei:J;e JlOW, will it be :more likely to demand i['ea.ter conce$SiOD$ 
later i~ negotiation~ Ma.rms centro!, oonpro~n., and cotmll!%...teaorilm? 

Lastly, aa you know, the European misiile ddente proposal is a NATO poliey. DuiU1glut 
year's Bucbarest Sumunt, ita leaders udorsed tile proposal to place 10 j~tora in Polal1d and a radar 
In the C:toch Republic, citing its .. subitantW eaotribution to "the protection of Allies." Aocordins to the 
studiea we've seen. this proposal is cost-.eff'eQivo lind the technology, which is largely baseci on 11ysten11 
ficldod to4a.y in Alaska azad Califomia. works. Should the UDited States j.uisou this PfOpOSa], we .risk 
l.osin8 our credibility both in the alliaDee and aa a global leader in buildioi collective sec\Ulty. In tad&y"s 
CGq)lcx geopolitical 011vir01unent, our relationship with our allies and friends il puamomrt to add&"essms 
our mutual security concems. What message 4oes it send to out allies--spedfieally the Czech Republic 
and Polami--that tbe United SIB.tos may not carry out its security commitments? 

We strongly sappon the~~ ofpnM~D.ting Jmn fiOm. deVeloping nuclsu ~ and ballistic 
missiles. and believe it is in Russia •s intmlts to wolk with dle intcrnadonali;OUIDlWiity to move tbil 
goal. HDwc:ver. W$ do not believe that temlinating the EurQpom miasilc =rcnso proposal In exchaugo 
for R.uaslaa asaistaoce with Ina i1 the beat caurse ot a.cti.on to moec ovr national secvrity objectives. 

l:-fr, Presidllll.t, in the future, we hope you will choose consultation with the Congress and our 
allies' JnsteacJ: ofuDil•teral amioo when cn.fling such important po1ic:y proposals. There is bipartisan 
S\lppOrt in Coosress for European missile defcmse and WL!l·look: fonvud to the c:lariftR-tion of your 
potiti~ on Ibis vital issue. AI yo~ diseuss our collective security cballeuges with 1M intenwional 
community, we encourage you to send a clear, mspatent, and consistent message to our allies chat we · 

.(,· will hQrlOI' our coUcctiovc sccuri~ commitments. · · 

M.Mdiup 
'naMbbor 

I 
~: The Honorable Hillary Clinton 
Cc: The Hon~nable llobert Gates 

Sincerely, 

Michul Tumer 
Member of Congress 

ltJ 002 
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DEMOCRATS 

BOB RLNER. CAUFDRI'RA. CHAIRMAN 

CORRINE BROWN. FLORIDA 
VIC SNYDER, ARKANSAS 
Mtc'HAEL ~ MICHAUD, MAINE 
STEPMNIE HERSETH SANDLIN. SOUTH DAKOTA 
HARRY ~- MITCHRL, ARIZONA 
JOHN J. HALl NEW YOI1K 

11.-i>. ~OUUt of 1\tprt~tntatibtU 
DEBORAH L. HALVORSON. ILLINOIS 
THOMAS S.P. PERRIELLO, VIRGINIA 
HARRY TEAGUE, NEW MEXICO 
CIAO D. RODRIGUEZ. TEXAS 
JOE DONNELLY, INDIANA 
JERRY McNERNEY, CALIFORNIA 
ZACHARYl. SPACE, OHIQ 
TIMOTHY J, WAL.Z. MINNESOTA 
JOHN H. ADLER, NEW JERSEY 
ANN KIRKPATF\ICI( ARIZONA 
GLENN C. NVE, VIRGINIA 

MALCOM A. SHORTER 
STAfl" OIRECiOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

335 CANNON HoUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051 5 

http://veterans.house.gov 

February 18, 2009 

REPUBLICANS 

$T&VE BUV&R, ININANA, -lNG 

CUFF STEARNS. FLORIDA 
JERRY MORAN, KANSAS 
HENRY E. IIAOIMV. JR.. SOUTH CAROLINA 
JEFF MILLER. FLDIIIDA 
JOHN BOOZMAN. ARKANSAS 
BRIAN P. BILBRAV. CALIFORNIA 
DOUG LAMBORN. COLORADO 
GUS M. BH.IRAKIS, FLORIDA 
VERN BLICHANAN. FLORIDA 
DAVID P. ROE, TENNESSEE 

KINGSTON E. SMlTH 
REPUBLICAN STAff DIRECTOII 

AND CHIEF COUNSEL 

This letter is to authorize Juan Lara, Majority Staff Director of the Subcommittee 
on Economic Opportunity; Mike Brinck, Minority Staff Director ofthe 
Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity to travel on official committee oversight 
-~usiness to sites in Washington from April6 to April10, 2009. The purpose of 
travel is to attend various Transition Assistance Program Workshops in Ft. Lewis 
AFB, Bremerton AFB, McChord AFB, and F;~irchildAFB, Washington. 

·. ~ ' . ·. ' ··: . . ' 

The expenditure of funds for payment and actual expenses and transportation is 
authorized by Title 31, U. S.C 11 08(g). Travel will be conducted by military and/or 
commercial aircraft up to business class, including foreign flag carriers when U.S. 
carriers are not available. 

If there are any questions, please have your staff coordinate with Juan Lara at (202) 
226-5491 and Mike Brinck.at (202) 226-3668. Thank you for your assistance in 
this matter. · 

Sincerely, 

BOBFILNER 
Chairman.. .: ! 

' .·· ··: 

JL/ot 

. ' 

. ~ . . 
. . . .. . . ~ 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

m.~. ~Omit Of 1\tprt!tntatibtf 
Cd:ommittet on §gritulturt 

'Ba~lngton, J)fr 20515 

February 19, 2009 

.A ·.· .. 

This letter is to serve as an amendment to the authorization letter for an Agriculture Committee 
factMfinding Congressional Delegation to be lead by the Tim Holden of Pennsylvania, a member of this 
Committee, to Senegal, Mali, and Ghana during the period April 3 to April 17, 2009, (reference 
auth01ization letter dated December 31, 2008, changing countries from Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia and 
airdrop in Sudan). 

I request the Department of Defense to furnish such assistance, including transportation and 
military escort, as may be required to facilitate this trip. For purposes of protocol, Members' spouses 
may attend at no additional cost to the U.S. government. It is anticipated that a minimum of five (S) 
Members, plus spouses and staff, are expected to join the CODEL. The expenditure of fimds for the 
payment of actual and necessary expenses and of such transportation as may be required is authorized 
pursuant to Title 31, U.S.C. 1108(g). · 

It would be appreciated if officials of the Department would assist in making whatever 
arrangements are necessary for this travel, including transportation. Furthennore, it is requested that 
the Anny Liaison staff be authorized to accompany this CODEL. Thank you very much for your 
continued support and assistance. If you have further questions. please contact Wynn J Bott in the 
Comn1ittee's office at (202) 225-2171. 

CCP:wb 

Sincerely, 

Collin C. Peterson 
Chairman 

... 

OSD 02329-09 

111111111111111111111111 



03/02/2809 18:09 15742882825 DONNELLY ' S OFFICE PAGE 132/07 

' JOE DONNEI..L. V 
1216 ~ ~c.~O•FICI! l!utli)IIIG 

WASH!-. DCZII51~ 
lmz)~IS 21wOt•~··--

_.,, 
FINANCIAL SERVICES 

AGRICULTURE 

V£TEFh\NS' /t.FFAIAS 

atnngrrss nf tlJt Bntttlt &latta 
Jlowe .of iltprts.eata:tiuts 
•uLJtngton.IIClt ZB515 

March 2, 2009 

The Honorable Robert Wilkie 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Washin~t.on, DC 20301.1300 

Dear Honorable Wilkie: 

VIA FAX 

F.w. 1202) 22H?tll 

OISTEII(;? Of'AQIIII 

2Ci1 WUT COU'AA 
SOUTH il'e~O- IN 411$01 

15741~110 
FAX: (j7~ 21111-l8t!i 

l-oiPOA7I Co•prr. CDIIOPl.ill 
8Q9 ST~T& STilEfT. I!C0¥601 B 

Uf'Oim, IN 4&3eQ 
(218l:r.l~III<T-£14 
~""" 157-41 lt\1 ... 2111$ 

:51)0 IL.o.sT IJR<>AO'o'/AV, SIJ~II102 
~-.IN68847 

l614l '134671 
~•lC: C&7•J7W-1411$ 

I am writing on behalf of my constituent Mrs. Kathe Kain. Kathe runs a business, Sports~ 
O-Zone~ lbat manufactures a Decon-Zone machine that reduces the odors, bacteria, 
viruses, and mold on gear after just one use. It is already in use by the U.S. Marine Corps 
Bases in Okanawa and Camp LeJeune, by the United States Air Force at Elmendorf Air 
Force Base and Peterson Air Force Base, by the Asymmetric Warfare Group at Fort 
Meade and the Total Force Maneuver Support Center at Fort Leonard Wood. With this 
proven track record, they fee\ that they have a valuable product for many other bases and 
.units. 

I write you to ask that you please grant every consideration consistent with U.S. law and 
applicable regulation in order \o help in this case. If you have any further questions. you 
can contact my case manager Peter Gehred at peter.gcbred@mail.house.ggv or call him at 
(574) 288-2780. y 

Joe Donnelly 
Member of Congress 

JD:pg 



MAJORITY lol£MBER8: 

GEORGE hiU..ER,CAUF<:IRtoiiA. Clla-n · 

DALE E. KLDEE, MICHl~. 1/loo Cllolnaon 
DONALD M. PAYNE. NEW JERSiiY 
ROBeRT E. ANORSNB. NEW JERSEY 
ROBERT C. '"BOBirr .SCOTT, VIRGINIA 
L 'INN C. WOOLSI!V, CALIFORNIA 
RIIBI!N HINOJOSII, TEXAll 
CAROLYN McCARTHI', NEW YORK 
JOHN F. TERNEV, MASSACHUSETTS 
D!N'.IIS J. KUCINJCH, OHIO 
DAVID IW. OREGON 
RUSH HOI. T, NEW JUISEV 
SUSAN A. DAVIS. CloLIFORNVI 
RAll. M. GAIJALVA, ARIZ~ 
T1MOTHYH. BISHOP. NI!WYORK 
JOE SESTAK. i"EENNYLIIANIA 
DAVID LOEBSACK. IOWA 
MAZI! lt!RONO. HAWAII 
JASON ALTMIRE. PENNS\'1.. VANIA 
PHil. >1ARE. IU..INOIS 
YWTT11 O. CLARKE, NEW'I"ORK 
JOE COURTNEY, CONNECTICUT 
CAROL SHEM'ORTER, NEWiiWI"SHIRE 
MAACIA L FUDGE. OHIO 
JAReD POLIS, COI..OAAOO 

· PAUL TON~O. NEWYORI< 
PEDRO R PIERLUISI, PUERTO RICO 
GREGORIO SI'SLA ... "- MARIANA 181.AN!l6 
DINA TIT\18. NEVADA 

Mr. Christian P. Marrone 

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR 
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

2181 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE SUJI.OJNG 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6100 

February 19,2009 

Acting Assistant Secretary for Legislative Affairs 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1300 Defense- Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Marrone: 

11\INOIQTV 11\Et.'I.!ERS: 

HOWARD P. 'SUCK' McK!Otl, CALFORHIA. 
&anlarRcpublklan Member 

THOMAS 1!. PETRI. WISCONSI~ 
PETER I'OEK$TRA, MICHIGAN 
MICHAB. N. CASTLE, DELAWARE 
MARl< E. OOUDER INDIANA 
VERNON J. EHLERS, MICHICiAN 
JUDY BIGGERT,ILLINO!S 
TODORU88EU. PLATT'S, PENNSVLVANVI 
JOE. WILSON, EICUTH CARCUNA 
JOHN KLINE. MINNI!SOTA 
CATHY McNCRRIB IIClDQI!RS, lo\VISHNGTON 
TOM PRICE.IlEORGIA 
ROB IISHClP,lJTAH 
BRETT GUTHRIE. KENTUCKY 
1!1LL CASSIDY, LOWIIANA 
"TOM M.CUNTOCK, CALIFOANA 
DUNCAN D. HUNTER, CALIFORNIA 
DAVID P. ROE, TI!NNESSEE 

I would like to extend an invitation to you to testify before the Committee on Education and Labor at the hearing 
entitled "Renewing America Through National Service and Volunteerism" to be held on Wednesday, February 25, 
2009 at 10 a.m. in 2175 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 

You will be given 5 minutes to testifY. The lighting system located at the witness table will indicate when you can 
begin your testimony and how much time you have left. The light will tum yellow when you have 1 minute Jeft 
and red when your tirne has expired. Once all witnesses have finished their testimony, the Members will have 5 
minutes each to comrnent and ask questions of witnesses. 

Also, pursuant to Hol.lse Rule XI, Clause 2(g), witnesses testifYing before the Committee must meet witness 
disclosure requirements. Please complete the attached "Truth in Testimony" form and return to Tylease Alii of the 
Committee staff via fax at 202-225-2350. Please provide the following 48 hours prior to the date of the hearing: a 
brief summary of your testimony, a brief biography, the "Truth in Testimony" form, and 50 copies of your 
testimony. Please be advised that this 48 hour deadline for testimony is the absolute deadline •. Testimony 
should be submitted earlier to Alejandra Ceja of the Committee staff if she advises you to do so. H you have 
any questions regarding deadlines for the submission of testimony please contact Ms. Ceja. In addition, the 
Committee would like to make your written testimony available on our webpage, at http://edlabor.house.gov/. To 
do this, we ask that y()u send an electronic version of your statement in Microsoft Word fonnat as an attachment to 
an e-mail to Tylease ;Alli (tylease.alli@mail.house.gov). If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact 
Ms. Alli at 202-226-1848. 

I would like to thank you in advance for your time and interest in this matter. I look forward to hearing your 
testimony. 

Sincerely, 



DEMOCRATS 

COIU'IItl£8-~ 
YlC aN\'DEII,N\KANSAS 
MICIIAEL H. MICHAIJO.IIMINl 
8TliPIWIIE HliASfTH SAIIDUN. Soutll DMIITA 
HARRY 1. MITtH&LI., AIIZOI'I.\ 
JOHNJ.HALI.,NEWYOIIK 

11.6. J~ouse of .Btpr~mtatfbtf 
CEIIORAHI. JW.IIOIISQfl.ILLI'lDIS 
Til- J.P. NIIRIIUO, YUIGIN&t. 
HAIIRYnAGUC, NEW ~ElCICO 
CIAC D. ROORIIIUIZ. TelCAS 
JOE DOHNILLY,­
J&RIIY-.~~~~ 
Z4CNMV T. SPACE. OloiiO 
TIMOTN\' J. WAL2. MINNUCTA 
JOHN H. ADLER, NEWJIIISIY 
ANN -ATIIICK,AII~ 
GLIIIN C. NYI!, VIRGINIA 

IMLCOM A. SHDIIT&II 
STAPF DIRKTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

ONE HUN DREC ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

S35 CANNQIII HOU&E OI'Ficl! BUII.DIIIICl 

WP>ISHIIIIGTON, DC 20515 

http:llwterans.house.gov 

March 9, 2009 

CUFF STEARNS. FUIAIDA 
JERRY MQMtl, ICANSAS 
HI!NRYE. SRClWN. JR., &aUTHCAROUNA 
JEFF MILlS!, FlORilA 
JOHN BOOZIIIAN. o!WCANSAS 
BAM f. BLiiiRAY, CAUFOIINIA 
DOUG LAMBCIIN, COLOIIADO 
GUS M. BIIRU<I&, FLCliiiOA 
1IEIIIII!l.ICHANAN. FLillliDA 
DAYICP.IIOII!.~ 

IQN(;f!TON It SMITH 
RIPUIIUCAN STAPF DIRIClOI! 

.uiDatiEF COUNSEL 

On Tuesday, March 17, 2009, the Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations 
of the House Committee on Veterans' Affairs will conduct a hearing on The Vision 
Center for Excellence: What Has Been Accomplished in Thirteen Months. This 
hearing will be held at 10:00 a.m. in room 334 of the Cannon House Office 
Building. 

The Subcommittee invites Ward Cascells, MD, Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
Health Affairs, U.S. Department of Defense, and Colonel Donald A. Gagliano, 
USA, MD, Director, Military Eye Trauma Vision Center of Excellence, U.S. 
Department of Defense. Dr. Cascells and Colonel Gagliano will be recognized for 
five minutes each, and their complete written statement will be made part of the 
hearing record. Please confirm Dr. Cascell's and Colonel Gagliano's attendance 
by having staff contact Mr. Todd Chambers at (202) 225-3569. 

Please submit 75 copies of written testimony, and a biography, to Mr. Todd 
Chambers at 337A Cannon House Office Building by 3:00p.m. on Friday, March 
13, 2009. To reduce costs and facilitate the inclusion of the written testimony in 
the printed record of the hearing, please provide one copy of the testimony 
prepared in accordance with the enclosed formatting requirements. 

1111'111111 



Honorable Robert M. Gates 
March 9, 2009 
Pagel 

Due to heightened seeurity preeautioas, please note that all Congressional 
mail delivery is delayed and commercial delivery services are prohibited. 
Therefore, you must contact our staff at (202) 225-3569 to ID8ke 
arrangements for a representative from your organization to band deliver 
your testimony. 

The Committee provides public access to its hearing statements on the Internet · 
through the World Wide Web at the House of Representatives 
Qrtm://veterans.hous;.gov) and the Library of Congress (ht1p://thomas.loc.gov). 

To facilitate this public access, please send an electronic copy of your testimony to 
Mr. Todd Chambers at Todd.Chambers@mail.house.gov. Ideally, the electronic 
copy should be in Microsoft Word format. Additionally, the hearings are now 
broadcast live, in real time, over the Internet, and are archived on our Web site so 
they may be accessed following each hearing. 

We look forward to hearing the views of the organization on this matter. Please 
contact Geoffi'ey Bestor, Staff Director of the Subcommittee on Oversight and 
Investigations, at (202) 225-3569 if you have any questions.· 

GB/tc 

Sincerely, 

"'---t~~ 
HARRY E. MITCHELL 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations 



MELVIN L. WATI 
I 2TH 01Slft1CT 

NORTH CAROLINA 

COI\IMITTE!S 
FINANCIAL SERVICES 

Cf..wRMAN, SuBCOMMfM'I!E ON 
OVEASIGHT AND IN\It!STIGA'II()NS 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON fiNANCIAl 
INS1TruTIONS AND CoNSUMER CREDIT 

JUDICIARY 

SuBCOMM~ ON THE CONSTITUTION, 

CIVIL RIGifTS AND CiYIL LIB£RTIE6 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON COURTS, QCongrt55 of tbt ilnittb ~tatt5 
J[Joust of l\eprt~tntatibtj 

11lasi.Jington, 19~ 20515-3312 

THE INTERNET AND INTELLECTUAL PROPEfiTY 

The Honorable Robert Gates . 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-0001 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

February 24, 2009 

-------

SuBCOMMITTEE ON COMMERCIAL AND 
ADMINISTRATIIIE LAW 

My office is hosting the 12th Congressional District Annual Grants Conference on Monday, June 
15, 2009 from 8:00a.m. until 1:00 p.m. at Johnson C. Smith University in Charlotte, NC. This 
Conference will provide my constituents throughout the 12th Congressional District an 
opportunity to meet with representatives from federal agencies and learn about the federal grant 
application process. 

I am writing to request your assistance by providing a representative from your agency to serve 
as a Conference presenter. Each presenter is asked to provide an overview of your agencfs 
application process and funding programs. 

Please confirm your agency"s participation by contacting my Grant Conference Coordinator, 
Tamara Stinson, at (704) 344-9950 or Tamara.Stinson@mail.house.gov by Friday, April3, 2009. 
I look forward to your agency's involvement. Thank you for your support of this effort. 

Sincerely, 

Melvin L. Watt 
MLW/ts 

PL..<A6E IIESPOND To: 

~IJII 
0 2236 RAVIIUIIN House OFFICI! BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, OC20515-3312 
tot.. 1230 W~~~ MOREHEAD S_TliEET r -su....,306 

D 301 SouTH GREENE STREET 
SullE210 

(2021 225-1510 
Fo.x: (202t 225-1512 
nc12.publlc@mail.houae.gov 
http:llwww.house.gov/watt 

CHAI'ILOTTE, NC 282ll6-5214 
(7041344-9950 . 
F.•x: (7041 344-9971 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 

GREENS60AO, NC 27401 
(336) 275-9950 
FAX: (33$) 3n:-9951 



DANIEL B. MAFFEI 
25TH DISlRICT, New YoRK 

O!nugrrBs nf t4.e lluit.eb .8'tnfta 
!;oust of :r&r.prrnnta.tiuen 

· 11hwqtngtnn, ii<!I 20515-3225 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

February 25, 2009 

1630 LONGWORTH HouSE OFACE BuiLDING 
(2021 225-3701 

I am writing to express my strong support for the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye 
program and request your consideration of a reprogranuning of funds for Fiscal Year 
2009. I am aware of significant undesired consequences for the E-2D program as a result 
of the enacted funding levels for Fiscal Year 2009, and I urge your personal attention to 
this issue; 

As you know, the E-20 Advanced Hawkeye program continues to perfotm 
satisfactorily on both cost and schedule. Since enactment of the appropriations bill, an 
Operational Assessment has been completed and the program remains on track to receive 
Milestone C approval in Spring 2009. After reviewing the final appropriated levels for 
this program in Fiscal Year 2009, however, I am concerned that current funding will be 
inadequate to sustain this program in transition from development to low rate production. 
I believe there are negative impacts to both the cost and delivery schedule of these 
aircraft .. 

Therefore, I request that you reprogram funds in Fiscal Year 2009 to support the 
procurement of the third Low Rate Initial Production (LRIP) Lot I aircraft in Fiscal Year 
2009, and provide advance procurement for the third Lot II aircraft in Fiscal Year 2010. 
Furthermore, I urge you to ensure that the Fiscal Year 201 0 request jnclud~ pro·curement 
fimding for all three LlUP Lot II aircraft. . . . -

I thank you for your consideration of this request, and I look forward.to your 
strong support for prioritizing reprogranuning of Fiscal Year 2009 funding for the E-20 
program. 

cc: The Honorable Donald Winter, Secretary of the Navy 
ADM Gary Roughead, Chief of Naval Operations 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 

Alf.c. 

IIIWIIIII' 



CAROL SHEA-PORTER 
FIRST DISTRICT, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

1330 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, 0C 205\5 

12021225--5456 
(202) 225-6822 (FAX) 

:l:llOWELl STREET 
MANCHESTER, NH 03101 

1603) 641-9536 
1603)641-9561 (FAX) 

104 WASHINGTON STREET 
DOVE A, N H 00820 

(6<13)743-4813 
(603) 743-5956(FA~) 

C!Congre£S£S of tbe WnitdJ ~tatt!S 
J)oust of l\tpnsrntatibts 

Ulail)ington, JUt 20515 
February 26, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
READINESS 

idiUTAfl.Y PEASONNEL 

COMMITIEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR 
WORKFORCE PROTECTION 

HEAL lHY FAMILIES AND CoMMUI'ImES 

COMMITIEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES 
INSUlAR AFFAIRS, OCEANS ANO WILDLFe 

NAnONAL PARKS, foRESTS ANO 
Pueuc LANes 

www.shea-porter .house.gov 

I am writing to correct a sentence contained in my letter, co-signed by 18 of my colleagues, 
which I sent to you on February 17, 2009. 

While the letter accurately stated that the Department of Defense Inspector General is currently 
investigating the electrocution deaths of 18 Americans (16 soldiers and 2 contractors), my office 
inaccurately stated that all of the electrocutions were "in KBR-maintained facilities." It has come 
to my attention that some of these incidents did not occur in KBR-maintained facilities. This 
misstatement does not diminish my concern about a contract involving major electrical work 
being awarded to a company under investigation for the electrocution deaths of American 
soldiers. 

I hope this clarification resolves any confusion. 

Carol Shea-Porter 
Member of Congress 



~mregJYosi 
~oftltE~ 

February 25,2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. S~etary: 

This letter will authorize the Honorable David Price, Chairman of the House 
Democracy Assistance Commission (HDAC), to lead a delegation to Mongolia, 
Indonesia, and Timor~Leste on official business during the approximate time period of 
May22-31, 2009. 

The main purpose of this trip is to conduct meetings with members of the Great 
State Hural of Mongolia, the House ofRepresentatives in Indonesia, and the National 
Parliament of Timor~ Leste in conjunction with the mission of the Commission. A list of 
authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date. Spouses of Members may travel 
at no cost to the government for protocol p~os~s only. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Marine escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

Thank you in. advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, I"':) 

~Ctf· r.Juu 
NANCYPEWSI 
Speaker 

cc: ·The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller,.Clerk 
u~s. House of Representatives · · · . ·· · · 

• t ; 

'.· .. ,,.•; 
'·.: ' 
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COMMilTEE ON 
WAYS AND MEANS 

TRADE 

INCOME SeCURilY AND FAMILVSUPI'OIIT 

COMMilTEE ON 
ARMED SERVICES 
AIR AND lAND fORCES 

UNITED STATES GROUP OF THE 
NATO PARUAMENTARY ASSEMBLY 

kendrickmeek.houae.gov 

CONGRESSMAN KENDRICK B. MEEK 

Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

February 25,2009 

WA9HIN!lTON OFFICE: 

1039 LoNGWORTH HousE OFFICI! BuiLDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

0 

0 

(202) :m.-4506 
FAX: (2021226-0777 

lliSTAlCT OFFICES: 

MIAMI-DADE 
111 N.W.183RDSTREET 

SUJTE316 
MIAMI GARDENS, FL 33189 

1305) !I9G-6!I06 
FAX: (306) 690-5851 

EIROWARO 

101 DO PINES BouLEY MD 
Bu..-o B. 3110 FLOOR 

PeMSRO .. I'INt!S, FL 33026 
(954)4~67 

FAX: 1954) <150-8768 

In October of 2008, President Bush signed into law the National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2009. An essential part of that.Act was (he establishment of the 
Military Leadership Diversity Commission. Creation of this commission is the fruit of 
numerous meetings between senior members of the Pentagon, including former 
Undersecretary Gordon England and each of the Service Chiefs, former GenenU Officers, 
and members of the Congressional Black Caucus dating back to October of2007. 

We share the goal of making sure that our military and its senior. leadership reflects our 
larger American society; and to that end I have been looking forw~d to the Commission 
beginning its task ~ "cpnducting a comprehensive evaluation and assessment o;f policies­
that provide opportunities for th.e promotion and a:dvan~ement of.m.inpriiy .tne~bers of 
the Armed Forces, including minority members who are senior officers." 

The work of this Commission will give Congress a better idea of how to address the 
continuing issues hampering our senior military service members. 'The simple fact is that 
minorities are overrepresented at the enlisted level and underrepresented at the officer 
level. This discrepancy becomes more acute at the.General_and Flag Officer level. We all 
unders~and that .given the nature ofloagevity and time in gr~de ~:.equir~nts that · -. _ , 
rectifying this discrepancy will be by definition a slow proces$.lt will take -ti:t~e to grew 
today's junior officers into tomorrow's senior leaders, That is all the mo:re incentive to 
act now and to act mpidly to ensure that militarY leadership 30 years from now more 
accurately reflects our society. 

The NOAA set a deadline for appoin~ent the conuni$sion's members of not iater than 
60 days after the date of enactment for the Commission's .establi~hment; it is .my 
understanding that only very recently did you receive nominations from all relevant 
services and that now the Commissior:t awaits yow approval of these nominees. To me, 



the issue of diversity is also an issue of national security as we are better served by the 
wide range of talents, experiences and capabilities that each group can bring to the table. 
The U.S. military has long been at the forefront of maximizing diversity in our nation, but 
we must continue to build on past successes. I know that the effort to build upon that 
diversity is a goal that you and I share, and I look forward to your response and to the 
timely forming of the Military Leadership Diversity Commission. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact my staff for support, advice or 
recommendations. 

endrick B. Meek 
Member of Congress 



ROBERT E. ANDREWS 
fiRST DISTRICT, NEW JERSEY 

C0'-4MITTEES. 

EDUCATION AND LABOR 
CKAMMAN.. SuecoMMITTI:E ON 

HEM. "TH, EluiPLOVMe"NT,l.Aso" 
ANO PEN811QN9. (HELP) 

IIIEM&Eit, SUIICONIIolfT'TfE ON H~t:~•llliA EDOCA.T10N, 

l.!FetO'fO l.EAAQI"f(J, "'~'~~D COII.tf"!TITMNESS 

ARMED SERVICES 
MEM•Rr SUIC()MMmEE ON 

OIIEAStGiHT ANC l...vt;STJGATIONS 

f!ongrt~s of tbt Wnittb j,tatts 
1$ou~t of )!epresmtatibti 
~astington, i&ct 20515-3001 

MI:MBE:IIo SVICOMMfTTEE ON TE,.I\QAISatl "NO 
UNCONV£NTIONAL THREATS AND (:APASIUTIES 

BUDGET COMMmEE 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

February 24, 2009 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 

0 2439 FIAV8URN HOUSE 0FACE BUilDING 

0 

0 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(2021 22fHI601 

506-A WHITE HORSE PIKE 

HADDON HEIGHTS, NJ 06035 
(a56l 54&-5100 

63 NORTH BROAD STREET 

WOOOBUAV, NJ 08096 

18561 8411--3900 

WEBSITE: 

WNW.house.gov/andrews 

We are contacting you today in support of a public-private partnership being developed between 
Stevens Institute of Technology and McGuire Air Force Base in New Jersey that is successfully 
working to ensure our military becomes independent of foreign oil and fossil fuels. In addition, 
this work will foster new technologies, create jobs and spur economic development throughout 
Southern New Jersey, and we urge you to consider committing $3.5 million worth of defense 
funding from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funding to this Important initiative. 

As alternative energy technology matures, it Is imperative that new concepts of renewable energy 
production are tested and proven in the field. Military bases are ideally suited to serve as national 
test beds for the development of affordable alternative energy. Stevens Institute of Technology, 
in ~llaboration with the private sector, has developed innovative carbon neutral technologies that 
can be implemented now in the field to validate the concept of operations for distributed 
alternative energy systems that can meet a major portion of the demand of military bases. 
McGuire Air Force Base is committed to becoming a model base where alternative energy 
technology is tested at full scale and its efficacy is proven. The funding we are requesting would 
be used to Install, operate and test proven biofuel alternative energy technology at McGuire Air 
Force Base. 

This program will demonstrate the efficiency and affordability of biofuel technology to our Nation's 
military bases, create hundreds of jObs in Southern New Jersey over the next two years, foster a 
n~ industry that creates thousands of jobs nationwide, and become the kernel of innovation that 
can transfer best practices to the rest of our military establishments for years to come. We have 
attached additional information regarding this project to this letter for your consideration. 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this request. Our offices are prepared to provide you with 
any additional information you may require or answer any questions you may have about this 
initiative. 

Cc: Way!le Amy, Undersecretary for Defense Installations and Environment 

Sincerely, 

Robert E. Andrews 
Member of Congress 

THIS STAnONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 

· Washingto~ DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS 
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CLIFF STOAIINS. FLORIDA 
JEAAV lo1011AN, KANSAS 
IIENR'I' E. BJIOWN. JR., ~OUTH CAROUNA 
JEFFMLLER, FLQRIOA 
JOHN 80~ ...... 1\ftKANS.AS 
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KINQSTON !. SMITH 
REPUBLICAN ST- DIRECfOR 

ANO CIIEF COUNSEL 

This letter is to authorize Juan Lara, Majority Staff Director of the Subcommittee 
on Economic Opportunity; Mike Brinck, Minority Staff Director of the 
Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity to travel on official committee oversight 
business to sites in Washington from April6 to April I()., 2009. The purpose of 
travel is to attend various Transition Assistance Program Workshops in Bremerton 
Naval Base, Ft. Lewis AFB, McChord AFB, and Fairc~ild AFB, Washington. 

The expenditure of funds for payment and acfu"al· e;q;erise~ and transportation is 
authorized by Title 31, U.S.C 1108(g). Travel will be conducted by military and/or 
commercial aircraft up to business class, including foreign flag carriers when U.S. 
carriers are not available. 

If there are any questions, please have your staff coordinate with Juan Lara at (202) 
226-S491 and Mike Brinck at (202) 226-3668. Thank you for your assist~ce in 
this ~atter. 

Sincerely, 

.. 13.t 
BOBFILNER 

-Chainnan. 

JLto~ .. -. . 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ONE HUNDRED TENTH CONGRESS 

March 10, 2009 

CIJNCAN HUNTER. CALFCANIA 
JIM SAXTON, roFN JERSEY 
JOHN M. McHUGH, NEW YORK 
TERRY EVERETI. ALABAMA 
ROSCOt; G. BARTLETT, MARYLAND 
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JEFF MILUR, FLORIDA 
JOE Wll..SON, SOUTH CAROUNA 
FRAN{ A. LoBIONDO, NEW JERSEY 
TO .. COLe, OKLAHOMA 
ROB BISHOP, UTAH 
MICHAEL TURNER. OHIO 
JOHN KUNE. 1\41NNESOTA 
CANDICE S. MIUER, MICHIGAN 
PHIL GINGREY, GEORGIA 
MIKE ROGERS.~ 
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CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS. WASHINGTON 
K. MICHAEL CONAWAY, TEXAS 
GEOFF DAVIS. KENTUCKY 

Ei;IN C. CONATDN, STAFF D~ECTOR 

We are writing to call your attention to the requirement that the Department of Defense (DoD) 
conduct a space-based interceptor study as mandated by the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, 
and Continuing Appropriations Act, 2009 (Public Law 110-329). 

After the Appropriations bill became law, there appeared to be disagreement as to whether or not 
the DoD has the legal authority to obligate and expend funds for a space-based interceptor study. The 
Congressional Research Service {CRS) delivered a memorandum to Senator Kyl on October 31,2008, 
which concluded. "The Department of Defense appears legally required to obligate and expend $5 
million for this space-based interceptor study because section 8006 of the full-year Department of 
Defense Appropriations Act, 2009, which was enacted as Division C ofP.L. 110-329, states that the 
obligation and expenditure of funds for projects for which amounts appropriated exceed amounts 
requested in the budget are required by law to be carried out in the manner provided in the tables to the 
same extent as if the tables were included in the text of the Act." 

In addition to the clarification provided by the CRS, we learned that in December of2008, the 
Director of the Missile Defense Agency, Lieutenant General Patrick O'Reilly, in a letter to Chairman 
Skelton, then Ranking Member Hunter, Chairman Murtha. Ranking Member Young, Chairman Inouye 
and Ranking Member Cochran, affirmed that the DoD must, upon the advice of the DoD General 
Counsel, conduct the study. MDA proposed to award a contract to a Federa11y Funded Research and 
Development Center in the near future and anticipated the study would be completed as early as summer 
2009. We have also learned that Undersecretary of Defense John Young assured Senator John Kyl in a 
December 2008 letter, "the Department will comply with the statutory requirement and proceed with the 
study." Finally, the DoD General Counsel issued his opinion that the Department is legally required to 
conduct the study in a letter to Chairman Skelton dated February 10, 2009. 

OSD 02641-09 
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Secretary Gates 
March 10, 2009 
Page2 

Despite the legal requirement to conduct the study and the aforementioned correspondence from 
Department officials that they plans to proceed with the study and award a contract, we have been 
recently infonned that due to political pressure, the DoD has postponed proceeding with the study. We 
will not debate the merits of space-based interceptors in this letter because our political opinions on the 
matter are irrelevant at this juncture. The purpose of the study is to explore the feasibility and 
advisability of the concept. The Congress has already debated the issue and the bill appropriating funds 
for the study has been voted on by both chambers of Congress and enacted into law. The Department 
should not stall its plans for conducting the study due to political pressures and any such action would be 
perceived as such. 

This study was important to former Ranking Member Hunter and Strategic Forces subcommittee 
Ranking Member Everett, and this request continues their work. With a solid legal foundation, we see 
no reason to delay proceeding with the study in accordance with the Department's original plans and 
intent. We request that you provide us with the timeline for which the Department plans to obligate and 
expend the $5 million to conduct the study and the intended recipient of the study contract. 

We are happy to discuss any questions related to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Job~Y!fk 
Ranking Member "A -

Member of Congress 

Michael Turner 
Member of Congress 



Mar-11-09 G4:3Jpm From-Rep. Dean Haller + T·456 P.002/002 F·153 
• 

t)I!!AN HELLER 
~DDutiiiiCT, NIII/ACA 

Ol'mtgress .of tl}t 11lnttw &tatts 
Jlnttft nf lbtttuentatiUfll 

Wu}fingtnn. II(£ 2R515-Z8DZ 
• 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Wqhington. DC 20301-l 000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

March 11, 2009 

1 appreciate the work the Department of Defense does in providing employment 
to people with severe disabilities though service contraets under the AbilityOne Progtam. 
I have the pleasure of working with Opportunity Village, a community rehabilitation 
program in southem Nevada that has been providing job training and employment 
services in southern. Nevada. 

For more than 35 years, Opportunity Village has supported the airmen 2Il.d 
women at Nellis Air Force Base. Currently~ Opportunity Village has a food service 
attendant contract and postal service center contract with Nellis. As a result, 43 people 
with severe disabilities are employed under these contracts. 

This paztnership has provided valuable services at Nellis AFB, and has assisted 
people with disabilities. Given this information, I ask that the Department of Defense 
reaffum its commitment to not enrer into contracts or agreements that will result in the 
loss of jobs created by the Randolph Sheppard Act, the Javits-Wagner-O'Day Act, or 
small business programs. The AbilityOne Program should be part of the Air Force job 
creation efforts, and I urge the Department of Defense to coordinate with AbilityOne 
representatives to develop a policy solution that encourages job creation through both the 
Morale, W clfare and Recreation program and the AbilityOne Program. 

Thank you for your prompt attention to my concerns and please feel free to 
COtltact me for further infonnation. I look forward to working with you on this important 
issue. 

DEAN HELLER 
Member of Congress 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
~ 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 .. 1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 
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WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
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March 3, 2009 

REPUBLICANS 
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CLIFF STEARNS. A.ORIOA 
JERRY MORAN, KANSAS 
HENRY E. BROWN, JR .. SOUTH CAROLINA 
JEFF MILLER. FLORIDA 
JOHN BOOZMAN, ARKANSAS 
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VERN BUCHANAN, FlORIDA 
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KINGSTON E. SMITH 
.' REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

AND CHI:F COUNSEl 

I have authorized Congressman Michael H. Michaud to lead a delegation of 
Members and staff from the Committee on Veterans' Affairs on a fact-fmding visit 
to Afghanistan and Gennany from April13 to April18, 2009. The delegation will 
include, in addition to Congressman Michaud, Congresswoman Deborah L. 
Halvorson oflllinois; Congressman Glenn C. Nye of Virginia; Congressman 
Thomas S. P. Perriello ofVirgini~ and Congressman David P. Roe of Tennessee; 
Cathy Wiblemo, Staff Director for the Subcommittee on Health; and Dolores 
Dunn, Republican Staff Director for the Subcommittee. In addition, Vice Admiral 
Adam Robinson, Surgeon General of the Navy, and Lieutenant General Eric 
Schoomaker, Army Surgeon General, will be in attendance. 

The Delegation is currently planning to travel to visit medical facilities in the chain 
of oare·of'OEF service members and see frrst-hand the level and· quality of health 
care being provided io active duty service members in Afghanistan. Participants 
will also speak directly with key medical personnel at these facilities in order to 
better understand the challenges of combat health care in Afghanistan. They 
request briefings and updates from Defense officials knowledgeable on medical 
evacuation procedures and policy. 

The actual cost oflodging is authorized in the countries to be visited. It would be 
appreciated if the Department ofDefense could furnish such assistance as may be 

1111 



Honorable Robert M. Gates 
March 3, 2009 
Page2 

required, including transportation, to facilitate this fact-finding visit. The 
expenditure of funds for payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized pursuant to Title 31, U.S.C., 
Section 11 08 (g). 

I would also like to request military escorts from the Army Legislative Liaison 
Office be authorized to accompany the delegation for administrative and logistical· 
support. 

The CO DEL will be authorized to travel on foreign commercial airline carriers 
when there has be~n a determination that a U.S. flag carrier not available to meet 
the scheduling requirements of the traveler consistent with the "Fly America Act.'' 

Thank you for your continued support and assistance. If you have further 
questions, please contact Jian Zapata of the Committee staff at 225-9756. 

MS/jz 

'ncerely, 

~ 
BOBFILNER 
Chairman 
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·The HOI.lOI'able Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Depat1ulcmt ofDd'ens.e 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20302-1000 

Dear Sctrctary Gates: 
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I write with respect to the recent F~ Circuit Court of Appeals' Nling in tbC tase of 
Rothe DB'velopm1nt Corp. ll. Department of Deftnse tmd Department of the Air Force. I am 

· concerned how the Department of Defense (DOD) will now conduct its contraetin& processes 
and how this determination Will affect smaD businesses in the 20111 CongreSsional District of 
Texas. · · · 

fu ·1998, Rothe Development fnc., a woman owned ~mall businesS, filed a lawsuit asainst 
DOD elaiming it had lost a COD1ract, for which it submitted the lowest bid, because of the m:ial 

: Set-aside ~gnim. The ease called into question the DOD's entire.minority.;cwned small 
~set-aside eontracting program. On November 4, 2008, the Federal (;ircuit Court of . . 
Appeals ruled that this contracting program, which sets aside S percent of DOD con1racts, is 
unct~nstitutional'because of a lack of evidence that minority companies had ever suffered from 
racial discrir.Dination in the DOD co~g proceSs . 

. S!Julll busmesses in my district ·have been 8skina what this decisi"on will mean for the 
DOD minority-owned small business set aside co~ting program. I represent a eot:mnunity . · 
with a strong oillitary presence and with a great number of minority-owned small businesses that 

. hOld contracts with aJI the semce branche'- Tbeleforc, DOD's contnlcting process has a huge 
impact on business owneJS I represent. My conatituents need gwdance now on how DOD· 

. ·intends to move forward in light of~s ruling. 

. . I respeCtfully request a ~with senior officials to discuss how DOD intends tO 

. addlesa this matter and when new guidance can bC expected :from the agency. To arrange for 
the meeting, please contact Jayne Ann Wolsey, my scheduler, at 202-225-3236. Thank you for 
your eonsideration of my request. . . . 

Sincerely, 

CAG:·am 

7nnnt7nnni'IJJ 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 2030 I 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 
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illlashington, B~ 20515-6015 

March 5, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS. CAUFOONI" 
C. W BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA 
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FilM~ R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
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TELl; PHONE: 
12021m-2n1 

Authorization is hereby granted to The Honorable Nita Lowey, Chairwoman of the State, Foreign 
Operations, and Related Programs Subcommittee, Committee on Appropriations, and The Honorable Kay 
Granger, The Honorable Jesse Jackson, Jr., The Honorable Adam Schitl', and The Honorable Ben Chandler, 
Members of the Committee, to travel during the approximate time period of April 13th-19th, 2009, to Egypt, 
Jordan, Israel. and Ireland. The purpose of this trip is to review U.S. policies and programs in the region, and to 
meet with government officials. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid from 
appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U .S.C. 11 08(g). Spouses 
are authorized to accompany the members of this delegation for reasons of protocol at no expense to the 
government. 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making whatever 
arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via commercial and military aircraft. 

Sincerely, 

~q~ 
Chairman 
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Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Instal]ations and Environment) 
1000 Navy Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20350-1000 

Dear Mr. P~nn: 

~ 002/002 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAI'IIO SeCI.IFIITY 
Fl.ANKII'IG MEM9Eil 

FINANCIAL SEfiVICES COMMil"TI!E 

I am ""riting to you regarding the recent environmental investigation in and around the 
Naval Weapons Reserve Plant (N\VIRP) in B~thpage, NY. As you know, this investigation has 
idemified rhe presence of vo.btile organic compounds (VOCs) in several homes. While l 
npphud the Navy's pro-active eiforts in sampling certain homes and educating the community 
by holding public meetings, [ believe more needs to be done. That is why I am joining v.i.th 
Nassau County Legislator Edward Mangano in reques1ing the Navy rake the following actions: 

1. Provide immediate, free resting to all homeowners residing south ofNWIR.P 
2. Expedite in-ho.me remediation 
3. E:-:peditt: an on-sit~ remediation svslt!m 
4. D.::sit~nate funding to compensate-affected homeowners 
5. Expand the radius of neighborhood street testing and continue testing until redundant 

nc.n-d~tected results are confinried 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. I would appreciate the Navy keeping 
me regularly infonned of new develo1,ments regarding B~thpage. 

p~ 
PETER T. KING 
Member of Congress 

Cc: Dr_ Roben Gates, Setreta.ry ofDefen!>e 
1-fr. Donald Wjnter, Secretary of the Navy 
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BIUSHUSTER 
9ni OlsnvCT, PENN!M.VANIA 

DEPUTY REPUBliCAN WHIP 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
SUBCOMMITTEES: 

SEAI'OWEII AND El<PeDmQNAAY FoRCES 

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION 
AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

SUBOOMMITlEES: 
lllllosul!i! ..... 

RAILROADS, PIPEUNES AND 
HAZARDOUS MATERIAL 

~ongrt~~ of tbt llnfttb ~tatt~ 
•oust of l\eprt~tutatibt~ 
Ulaibington, JK 20515-3809 

TERRORISM AND UNCONIIEN'IIDIW. THREATS 
AND CAPAIIIUTIES 

COMMITTEE ON NATURAl. RESOURCES 
SUBCOMMITlEE: 

ENERGY AND MINERAL Re&OURCE$ 

COMMmEE ON SMALL BUSINESS 

CONGRESSIONAL RURAL CAUCUS 

RURAL HEALTH CARE COALITION 

CONGRESSIONAL 
SPORTSMEN'S CAUCUS 

WAl'ER RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENT 

EcoNOMIC OewLOPMI.NTf PuBLIC BviWINGS 

AND EMERGENCY MANAGeMENT 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1400 Defen:se Pentagon 
Washington, ·DC 20301 

Secretary Gates: 

March 5, 2009 

As you know, on September 9th, 2004 President Bush took an unprecedented step when he 
recognized that the atrocities occurring in Darfur constituted genocide. More than four years 
later, the genocide continues. In 2008 alone at least 300,000 people were displaced and there 
have been 43 reported aerial attacks by the Government of Sudan. 

The United States should work with our allies to ensure that the United Nations mission in 
Darfur has the critical resources it requires. I urge you to renew efforts to secure the helicopters 
which the UN mission needs if it is to save lives, create an environment amenable to the peace 
negotiations, and ensure uninterrupted humanitarian operations. 

Without helicopters, the current UN peacekeeping force's ability to respond quickly to events 
and fulfill its mandate to protect civilians is severely compromised. More than 20 countries have 
surplus aircraft that could be made available for the mission. It is my understanding that the six 
countries best placed to provide transport helicopters, Italy, Ukraine, India, Spain, Romania and 
the Czech Republic, between them have an estimated 71 helicopters available, four times the 
requirement. 

Thank you for your leadership and your attention to this issue. 

ei~ 
Member of Congress 

cc: General Jim Jones, National Security Advisor 
Admiral Mike Mullen, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff 

21)4 CANIDN HOUSE OFFICI! BUILDING 
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FAA: (814)696-0726 
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5UilE 304 

INDIANA, PA 16701 
17241463-0618 

FAX: (7241463-0618 
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SoMERSET, PA 15501 
(814l44a-31118 

FAX: (814)443-6373 
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ANDRE CARSON 
7TH DlsTACT, INDIANA 

CoiiMn'TEE DN FINANCIAL SEIIVICES 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
CAATAL MAAKETS, INSLIIANCE AND 

Gov.,.,....,. SPoNSORED E>ITEIU'AISES 

Suecot.NITTEE c:n 
0oMESnc AND INTERNA.TIONAL MoNE'TAAV' 

PouCY, TMDE AND TECHrtOlOGY. 

CoMMJTTEE ON SaeNC£ AND TEaiNO~OGV 

Suaco ..... TTEE 0111 
REsEARCH AND SCIENCE EovCA"T10 .. 

Congr~~ of tbe ltntteb ~tate~ 
J~ou~t _of 1\tpte~mtatibt~ 
lillasbiniJlun. JBC 20515·1407 

5uBcOMMITTt:i' ON 

INW'ESTIGA.Tior..S ANl OWRSlGHT 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

March 5, 2009 

2455 FIA'IliUII>I HousE 0FAC;E BuilDING 

w ..... ,...,lON, 0<:20515-1407 
(2021 226-4011 

01STIUCT Offli:E 

300 E FAU. CReEk PIC\w N Oo. #300 
lr<CINIAI'OUS, IN 46206 

1317)2~16 

I am writing to express my strong support for the E-20 Advanced Hawkeye program, and 
request your consideration of a reprogramming of funds for Fiscal Year 2009. I am aware of 
significant undesired consequences for the E-20 program, as a result of the enacted funding 
levels for Fiscal Year 2009, and I urge your personal attention to this issue. 

As you know, the E-20 Advanced Hawkeye program is the cornerstone of the Navy's 
Net-Centric Warfare concept, and is imperative for protection against theater air and missile 
threats. Unfortunately, since the Defense Appropriations Bill was not considered in regular 
order, there was little time to address misunderstandings and major issues before the final 
conference report was complete. This produced an appropriations mark that left the program at a 
level inadequate to sustain it in transition from development to low rate production. In addition, 
the current FY09 funding level might produce a delay in Initial Operating Capability (IOC) by 
two or more years. This is especially disappointing when the Advanced Hawkeye program 
continues to meet and exceed both cost and schedule goals, and is needed to address urgent 
threats. 

Therefore, I request that you reprogram funds in Fiscal Year 2009 to support the 
procurement of the third Low Rate Initial Production (LRIP) Lot I aircraft in the Fiscal Year 
2009, and provide advance procurement for the third Lot II aircraft in Fiscal Year 2010. 
Furthermore, I urge you to ensure that the Fiscal Year 201 0 request includes procurement 
funding for all three LRIP Lot II aircraft. 

Thank you for your consideration ofthis request. I look forward to your strong support for 
prioritizing reprogramming of Fiscal Year 2009 funding for the E-20 program. 

on 

Member of Congress 

cc: The Honorable Donald Winter, Secretary of the Navy 
ADM Gary Roughead, Chief of Naval Operations 
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LEONARD L BOSWELL 
3rd DISTRICT, IOWA 

OI'RCES: 
1427 loNGWOAn< HoUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
1202) 225-3806 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1 000 Defense, The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 2030 I 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

March 5, 2009 

COMMITTEES: 

AGRICULTURE 
CHARMAN, SUBCOMMITTEI!: ON ltvi!STOC:K. 

DAllY AND POIJL'IRY 

TRANSPORTATION ANO 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

SUSCOMMITTEE ON AVIATION 

SUBCOMMITTi.E ON RAILROA~S. flf'EUNES 
AND HAZARDOUS M~>.TERIAL$ 

PERMANENT SELECT COMMmEE 
ON INTELLIGENCE 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON TERROIIISM, HUWIN 
INTEWGENCE, ANI>.LVSIS AAD 

COUNTERINTELLIGENCE 

I write to urge you to act immediately to protect the jobs of people with severe disabilities working 
on Department of Defense (DoD) service contracts under the AbilityOne Program. Specifically, I 
ask that you: 

I. Reaffirm the moratoriwn on conversions set forth in the December 29, 2004, Memorandum 
wherein Under Secretary of Defense Chu states, DoD NAF/s shall not enter into contracts or 
agreements with DoD elements or other Federal Departments, Agencies or instrumentalities 
for the provision of goods and services that will result in the loss of jobs created pursuant to 
the Randolph Sheppard Act, the Javits-Wagner-0 'Day Act, or small business programs until 
a policy solution can be reached that encourages job crc:ation; 

2. Request that the AbilityOne Program be part of the Air.Force solution; and, 
3. Provide notification that responses to date from Arthur Myers, Principal Director, Military 

Community and Family Policy, do not fully address the above two issues. 

I support the DoD Food Transformation effort where it results in higher quality and efficiency to 
service members and lower costs. However, given the ·potential impact this challenge could have on 
the employment of thousands of people with severe. disabilities in the Ability<?.ne Program, I strongly 
urge the DoD to coordinate with AbilityOne representatives· to develop a policy solution ~at 
encourages job creation through both the MWR and the AbHityOne Progriutis. This is a: crucial step 
to incorporate the best thinking to resolve this issue, particularly when jobs for people with severe 
disabilities are so rare, reflecting an unemployment rate unparalleled by any other demographic 
sector of our society. 

Thank you for your :early consideration· of this urgent. request. If you have any questiM~ ·,on ~is 
issue, please feel free to contact me or iny· staff, Katy Siddall, at 202-225-38~6.:. · · . · · . , ., . 

LB:ks 

: '•' . . . 

• . ~.i . · ... :;;lyd ~ .. -~/ 
~~~ . .· ·'' ; . . .. ·'. ' 

- •• ' •• j '·. 
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DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P. MURn-tA. PENNSVt.VANtA 
NORMAN D. DICKS. WASHINGTON 
ALAN B. MOllOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA 
MARCY KAM"VA, OHIO 
PElER J. VISCLOSKV. INDIANA 
NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK 
JOsE E. SERR.6.NO. NEW YORK 
ROSA L DELAURO, CONNECliCUT 
JAMES P. MORAN. VIRGINIA 

~ngrtss ofthr tinittd ~tares· 
JOHN W. OlVER. MAS~USETTS 
EO PASTOR, ARIZCI\IA 
DAVIO E. PRICE, NORTH CAROLINA 
CHET t:DVVAROS, TEXAS 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND 
MAUl! ICE D. HINCHE~. NEW YORK 
LUCUE ROYBAL·ALLAAD, CALIFORNIA 
SAI.t FARR, CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L. JACKS()N,JR.,ILUNOIS 
CAROLYN C. KilPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
AllEN BOVD, FLORIDA. 
CHAKA FAllAH. PENNSYlVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR., GEORGIA 

. MARION BERRY. ARKANSAS 
IIAIIBARA lEE. CAIJFORNIA 
AOAhl SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEl HONDA. CAliFOflNIA 
BEm McCOllUM. MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEl, NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN, OHIO 
C.A. "OUTCH" RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND 
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHUL T2, FlORIDA 
CillO RODitGUEZ, TEXAS 
LINCOLN DAVIS. TENNESSEE 
JOHNT. SALAlAR, COLORADO 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ill.oust of 'Rrprc.smmtiom 
[ommitttt on Slppropriations 
tlllashington, "BQ: 20515-6015 

February 20, 2009 

JERRY lEWIS. CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS. KENTUCKY 
FRANK R. WOLF. VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
ROONEY P. FRELIN<lllUVSEN. NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAHRT. KANSAS 
ZACH WAIM', TENNESSEE 
TOM lATHAM. IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA 
JO ANN EIIIIERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, T£XAS 
MARK STEVEN KIRK. IU.INOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FlORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA 
JOHN It CARTER. TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CAliFORNIA 
JO BONNER. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE. OHIO 
TOM COLE, OKLAHOf.IA 

ClERK ANO STAFF OIAECTOR 
BEVERLYPHETO 

TElEPHONE: 
(2Q212254171 

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable Barbara Lee and the Honorable Carolyn 
C. Kilpatrick, members ofthe Committee on Appropriations, to travel to Cuba on April3-8, 
2009. The purpose of the trip is to evaluate current policies regarding trade and commerce with 
Cuba, and to examine and promote proposals to initiate cultural, academic, and health exchanges 
with the U.S. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority of 31 
U.S.C. 1108(g). 

The travel will be conducted via military aircraft. It would be appreciated if officials of 
the Department would assist in making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This letter will authorize the Honorable John Tanner, Chainnan of the House 
NATO Parliamentary Assembly (NATO PA) group, to lead a delegation to Gennany, 
France, Lithuania, Ukraine, Georgia, and Belgium during the approximate period of April 
2-9, 2009. The purpose of this trip will be to attend meetings with government officials 
m each country m conjunction with the mission of the Assembly. The following 
Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

. . . 
The Honorable John Tanner (b. TN) . 
The Honorable Jo Ann Emerson (R-MO) 

Ms. Melissa Adamson, Professiontil StS;ff, ;House Committee on Foreign Affairs 
.· . . . . ·. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessat)', including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
wen as Air Force escort (<6><6> I and military air transportation in-theatre. 
Authorization for the expenditure of fimds for the actual and necessary expenses should 
be made pursuantto 31 U.S.C. 11 08(g). 

Please also note that Mr. David Hobbs, Secretary General of the NATO P A, has 
been invited to travel with the delegation in-theatre. · · 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sinc~ly, . . . . .. . 

' ~e{P~ · 
. : NANCY PELOSI 

Speaker 

cc: The Honorabl~ Lorr8ine C. ,Miller, .~lerk 
U.S. HoUse of Representatives 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P. MURTHA. PENNSYLVANIA 
NCAMAN D. DICKS, WASHNGTON 
ALAN B. MOlLOHAN. WEST VIRGINIA 
o,IARC'I KAPnJR. OHIO 
PETER J. IIISCLOSKY, INDIANA 
NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK 
J05t E. SERRANO, NEW VCAK 
ROSA L DEI.AURO, CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA 

«illn!lrcss of thr tinittd ~tatrs 
JOHN W. OLVER. MASSAC+<USETTS 
EO PASTOR, ARIZONA 
llAVID E. PRICE. NORTH CAROLINA 
CHET EOWIIIIDS, T~ 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY, AHOOE ISLAND 
MAURICE 0. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
LUCILLE ROYDAL·ALLARO, CAliFORNIA 
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA 
JESSE l. JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS 
CAROL 'tN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA 
CHMCA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. RO~MAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR .. GEORGIA 
WoiUON SER!IY, ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF. CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLLUM. MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN, OHIO 
C.A. ~DUTCH" RUPfiEfiS8ERGeR, MARYLAND 
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA 
CIAO RODRIGUEZ. TEXAS 
LINCOlN DAVIS. TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SAlAZAR, COLOMDO 

The Honorable Roben Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ttousr of 'Rtprcsrnmtinr.s 
ftommitttc on appropriations 
illlashin_gton, BQ: 20515-6015 

March 9, 2009 

JI:RRY LEWIS. CAliFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG. FlORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS. KENTUCKY 
fRANK R. WOLF. VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEIJRGIA 
RODNEY P. FREU~YSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TOOOTIAHRT, KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT B. AVERiiOLT, IU>BAMA 
JD ANN EMERSOhl, MISSOUfll 
KAYGRA"'GER, T1;XAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IIWIO 
JOHN ABNEY ClA.BERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN ~IRk, ILLINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, flORIDA 
OENNIS R. REHB~RG. MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS 
RODNEY AltXANDER. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT. CAUFOANIA 
JO BONNER. AI.AEIAMA 
STEVEN C. lATOURETTE, OHIO 
TOM COUE. OKLAHOMA 

ClERK ANO STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY I'HETO 

TCLI:PHONE: 
C202) 225-2771 

Authorization is hereby given to Representative Kay Granger, member of the Committee 
on Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period of March 27-28,2009, to Leon, 
Mexico. The purpose of this trip is to participate in the US-Mexico Chamber of Commerce "A 
Vision for North America" Conference. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via 
commercial aircraft. 

Sincerely, 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P. MURTHA., PENNSYLVANIA 
NORa.iAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON 
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA 
MARCY ICAI'TUR, OHIO 
PETER J. YISCLOS~. IIIIOIA.NA 
NITA M. LOWEY. NEW YORK 
JOS~ E. SERRANO, f\EW YORK 
ROSA L. O.lAURO, CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA 

Q:ongrrss of the tinittd ~mtts 
JOHN W. OLIIER. MASSACHUSEns 
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CAI10LINA 
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS 
PATRICKJ. KENNEDY. RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
LUCILLE ROY8Al-ALLARD, CAUFORNIA 
SAM FAAR. CAUFOANIA 
JESSE L. JACKSON, JR .. ILLINOIS 
CAAOL YN C.ICIL~ATRICK. MICHIG ... N 
ALLEN BOYD. FLORIDA 
CHAI<II FA TTAH. PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD D. BISHOP. JR., GEORGIA 
MARKlN BERRY, NIKANSAs 
BAABARA LEE. CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SO.FF. CALIFORNIA. 
MICHAEL HONDA, CAliFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLLUM. MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL, ~leW YORK 
TIN RYAN, OHIO 
CA 'DUTCH" RUPPERSaERGER, MARYLAND 
BEN CHANDLER. KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Ft.ORIDA 
CIAO RODIIIGUEZ. TEXAS 
LINCOLN DAVIS, "TENNESSEE 
JQHNT.SALAZAR. COUlRADO 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

~ust of 'RQJrtSrnmtiurs 
(tommitttt on S!ppropriations 
'l!lllashington, 39d: 20515-6015 

March 10,2009 

JERRY LEWIS. CAUFORNu>. 
C. W. Slt.L YOUNG, FLORIDA 
HAAOLD ROGERS. KENTUCKY 
fRANI( R. WOUF. VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
ROONEY P. F!IEUNGHUVSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TODD llAHftT. KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
R08ERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA 
JOANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
KAV GRANGER. TEXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS 
~l\fiK STE\'EN Kill<. IWNOIS 
ANDER CReNSHAW. FLORIDA 
DENNtS R. REHBERG. MONTANA 
JOHN R. CAAl£R, TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEXANDG:A. LOUISIANA 
KEN CAlVERT, CALFORNIA 
J0 BONNER. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE. OHIO 
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAFf DIRECTOR 
IIEVERL V PHETO 

TELEPHONE' 
1~o21~2r.-m1 

Authorization is hereby given to Representative Kay Granger, member of the Committee on 
Appropriations and Anne Marie Chotvacs, professional staff member of the Committee on 
Appropriations, to travel on a CODEL led by Representative Nita Lowey during. the app1oximate 
time period of April13 -19, 2009, to Egypt, Jordan, Israel, and Ireland. The purpose ofthis trip 
is to review U.S. policies and programs in the region, and to meet with government officials. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via 
commercial aircraft. 

Sincerely, 

~b~ 
Chairman 
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JOHN W. OLVER, MASSAcMUSHTS 
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA 
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PATRICKJ. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND 
MAlHIICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
lUCUE FICVBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARR, CAliFORMA 
J~SSE L JACIC.SON, JR .• ILLINOIS 
CAROLYN C. KilPATRICK, MIOiiGAN 
ALLEN BOYD. FlORIDA 
CHAKA FATTAH, P£NNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. GEORGIA 
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ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA. CALIFORNIA 
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DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. FlORIDA 
CIAO RODRIGUEZ. TEXAS 
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The Honomble Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ttousr of RQJrr.srntatinrs 
ttommitttc on 2lppropriations 
illlashin!ltDn, Bet 20515-6015 

March 10, 2009 

JERRY LE.WIS, c:ALIFORNIA 
C. W. BIU YOUNG. FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS. KENTUCKY 
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON. GEORGIA -
ROONEY P. FRELINGHIJYSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TOOO TIAHRT, KAN5AS 
ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM. IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA 
J0 ANN [MERSON. MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEKAS 
MARK STEVEN KIRK. IlliNOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG. MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER. TEKAS 
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STEVEN C.I.ATOUAETIE. OHIO 
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
I2.02)U~2n1 

Authorization is hereby granted to Celes Hughes, Matthew Washington. and B. G. Wright, 
staff members of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period 
of March 27- April3, 2009, to Qatar, Pakistan and Afghanistan. The purpose of this trip is to 
review programs supporting the announced U.S. troop build-up m Afghanistan. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field mder authority 31 U.S.C. 
ll08(g). 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via 
commercial and military aircraft. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, ClwRMAN 
JOHN!'. MURTWI.I'ENNSYLVANIA 
NORMAN D. OIC<S, WASHINGTON 
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN. WEST VIRGINIA 
MARCY KAPTUit OHIO 
PElEA J. IIISCLOSKV. INDIANA 
NITAM. LOWEY. NEWVOAK 
JO~ E. SERRANO. NEW YORK 
ROSA L. D<IAURO, CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA 

[Ongrrss of thr ilnittd ~tatrs 
JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS 
ED PASTOR. ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PfliCE, NORTH CAAOUNA 
CHET EDWARDS. TEXAS 
PATHICK J. KENNEDY. RHOOE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY. NEW YORK 
LUCIUE HOYBAL·ALLAAD, CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARR. CALIFOIINIA 
JESS£ L. JACKSON. JR .. ILUNOIS 
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
AU£" 80VO, FLORIOA. 
CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD 0. BISHOP, JR .. GEORGIA 
UARION 8ERRV, ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE. CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF. CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEL HOND"- CALIFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN. OHIO 
C.A. "OIJTCH" RUPPERSBERGER. MARYLAND 
BEN CHANDLER. KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSI:RMAN SCHULTZ. FLORIDA 
CltK} RODRIGUEZ. TEXAS 
LINCOLN DAVIS. TENNESSEE 
JOHNT.SALAU.R. COLORADO 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

itousr of 'Rrpmrotatiurs 
[ommitttt on 2lppropriation.s 
illllashin!lton, iltr 20515-0015 

March 10, 2009 

JERAV LEWIS, CAUFOJINIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG. FLORIDA 
HAAOLO ROGERS. KEN"TUCKV 
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON. GEORGIA . 
ROONEY P. FREUNGHVVSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP. TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM.IfJWA 
ROBERTS. ADERHOLT, AlABAMA 
J0 ANN EMEFISOIII. MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER. TEltAS 
MICHAEL L SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON. TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIRK. ILLINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA 
OENNIS R. REHBERG. MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTEit TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEXANO&R, LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT. CALIFORNIA 
JO BONNER. ALASAMA 
51EVEN C. LATOURETIE. OHIO 
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA 

CLERK ANO STAff DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
(;!02) 226-2771 

Authorization is hereby granted to Celes Hughes, Matthew Washington, and B.G. Wright, 
staff members ofthe Committee on Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period 
of March 27- April3, 2009, to Qatar, Pakistan and Afghanistan. The purpose of this trip is to 
review programs supporting the announced U.S. troop build-up m Afghanistan. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via 
commercial and military aircraft. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Chairman 
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DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P. MURTHA. PENNSYLVANIA 
NtlftMAN D. DICKS. WASHINGTON 
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN. WEST VIRGINIA 
MARCY KAPTIJft, OHIO 
PETER J. \1\SCI..OSKV. INDIANA 
NIT A M. LOWEY, 1\EW YORK 
JO~ E SERRANO, NEW YORK 
ROSA L. DtLAUAO. CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. UORAN, VIRGINIA 

~ngrms of tht Bnittd ~tatm 
JOHN W. OI.VER, M4SSACHUSETIS 
EO PAS'l'OR,ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PAICE, NOATH CAROLINA 
CHETEDWAROS. TEXAS 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY. RHOD£ ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
lUCILLE AOVBAL-ALLARO, CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARR. CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L. JACKSON, JR.,IWNO~ 
CAROL V>1 C. ~ILPATI'IICI(, MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BO'I'O, FLOIIIDA 
CHA~ FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA 
STCVEN ft. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFOIID D. BISHOP. JR., GEOfiGIA 
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE. CAUFORNIA 
AllAM SCI-liFF. CAUfOfiNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA. CALIFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLLUM. MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN, OHIO 
C.A. "DUTCH" RUPI'ERSIH'RGER, MAI!VLANO 
BEN CHANDLER. KENTUCKY 
DOeiE WASSERMAN SCHU'l Tl. FLORIDA 
CIAO ROORIGU£2. TEXAS 
LINCOI.H DAVIS. TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR. COLORADO 

Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
VV~n.D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

~nsr of 'R!prrsrntatiurs 
(tommitttr on appropriations 
ill~Jashington, Bet 20515-6015 

March 11, 2009 

JERRY LEv.IS, CALIFORNIA 
c. W. BILL YOUNG, FlORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUtllY 
fRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
ROONEY P. FRELINGHUVSEN,IIEW JERSEY 
1000 TWiftT, KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP. TENNESSEE 
10M lATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOI. T, ALA SAM A 
JOANN EMERSON. MISSOLIRI 
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS 
MICHAEL 1(. $1MI'SON. IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON. TE><AS 
MARK STEVEN KtRK, ILLINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLOfiiDA 
DENNIS It REHBERG. MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEXANoeR. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
JO BONNER, ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

CLERtC ANOSTAFF otRECTOR 

BEVERLY PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
(202)225-2771 

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable Ed Pastor, the Honorable Maurice 
Hinchey, the Honorable Tim Ryan, the Honorable Ciro Rodriguez, the Honorable John R. Carter, 
the Honorable Rodney Alexander, and the Honorable John T. Salazar members of the Committee 
on Appropriations, and Taunja Berquam and Terry TyborO\vski. suffmembers of the Committee 
on Appropriations, to travel on official business to Puerto Rico, and Brazil, during the time 
period of April3- AprillO, 2009. The Honorable James Clyburn will travel under separate 
authorization. The purpose of the trip is to inspect sustainable biomass plantations, renewable 
energy laboratories, hydropower production, flex-fuel, and hybrid vehicle manufacturing 
processes, and water infrastrucrure. They will also be meeting with officials and the Brazilian 
government to discuss national energy strategies and other issues of mutual interest. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available under Public Law 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 1108(g)) for examination of 
estimates in the field. 

It would be appreciated in the Department of Defense could furnish such assistance as 
may be required, including transportation, to facilitate this trip. It would also be appreciated if 
the Department of the Anny (SAFM-BUL) could be assigned to escort the delegation. 

Sincerely. 

~~ ~y~ ( 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P. MURTHA. PENNSYLVANIA 
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHIIIGTOIII 
ALAN 8. MOUOHAN. WEST VIRGIMA 
MARCV KAI'TUR, OHIO 
Pffill J. VISCLOSKV.INDIANA 
NITA M. LOWEY. NEW YORK 
JOS~ E. SERRANO, NEW YORK 
ROSA L. O.IAURO. CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA 

Q:ongrtss of tht tinitnt ~tatrs 
JOHN W. 01.1/eA, MASSACHUSETTS 
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA 
DAVIO E. PRICE, NORTH CAROLINA 
CHET EDWARDS. TEXAS 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY. RHOOE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
LUCILLE ROYBAL·ALLARD. CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARR. CALIFOANIA 
.ESSE L JACKSON, JR., ILUNOIS 
CAROl VN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA 
CHAkAFATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFOAD D. BISHOP. JR .. GEORGIA 
MARION BERRY. ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA 
MICHAELHOND.O, CALIFORNIA 
B£TTV McCOLlUM, MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISMEL NI'W YORK 
TIM RVAN, OHIO 
CA. "DUTCH" fi\JPPERSBERGER. MARYLAND 
BEN CHANDLER. KENTUCKV 
OE881E WASSERMAN SCHUi..lZ, FWRIDA 
CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS 
UNCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLOAAOO 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

i!Uosc of 'Rrprrsrntatiots 
(!ommittct on appropriations 
Washington, llQ: 205J5-60J5 

March 11, 2009 

JERRY lEWIS. CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BLl YOUNG, FLORIDA 
HAROLO ROGERS, KENTUCKY 
FRANK R. WOlf, VlfiGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TOCO TIAHIIT. KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT a ADERHOLT, ALAEAMA 
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRAIIGEA, TEXAS 
MICHAEL k. SIMPSON. IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN Klltl<. ILUIIIOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW. FLORIDA 
DENNIS A. AfHBERG, MONTANA 
JOHN A. CARTER. TE~AS 
RODNEY ALEXANDER. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT,CALIFORNIA 
JO BONNER. AlABAMA 
STEVEN C. uTOURETTE. OHO 
TOM COLE, OKlAHOMA 

ClERK AND ST AFI' DIRECTOR 
BEveRLY PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
(202) 225-2771 

Reference is made to my letter dated February 20, 2009, granting authorization to the 
Honorable Barbara Lee and the Honorable Carolyn C. Kilpatrick, members of the Committee on 
Appropriations, to travel to Cuba on April3-8, 2009. 

The purpose of this addendum letter is to ~uthorize spouses to accompany Members for 
reasons of protocol at no additional expense to the government. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Chainnan 
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PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA 
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J.IIMES P. MORAN. 1/IRGINIA 
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JOHN W. OLVER, MASSAC!iUSETTS 
ED PASTOR, ARI20NA 
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JESSE L. JACI(S()N. JR .• ILLINOIS 
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ALL£N BOYD, FlORIDA 
CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEr<~ R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. GEORGIA 
MARION BERRY, A.AKAN$A$ 
BARBARA LEE, CALRJRNIA 
ADAU SCHIFF. CAUFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA. CALIFORNIA 
BETIY MCCOLLUM. MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISAAEL. NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN. OHIO 
C.A. "DUTCH" RUPPeRSSERGER, W.RYLANO 
BEN CHANCI.ER, KEN11JCKV 
OCIJBIE WASSERIMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA 
CIRO RODRIGUEZ. TEXAS 
UNCOlN DAVIS, TENNESSEE 
JOHN T SALAZAR, COLORADO 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

1\oosr of 'Rqntsrntatiurs 
~mmitttc on 2lppropriations 
illlashington, Bd: 20515-6015 

March 11, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS. CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG. FLOfUDA 
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY 
fRANK R. WOLF. VIRGINIA. 
JACK KINGSTDIN, GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FREUNGHUVSEN. NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAH"T. KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOI. T, ALABAMA 
JO ANN EMERSO!I_ MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER. TEXAS 
MICHAEl K SIMPSON. IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIIIK l.LINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FlORIDA 
DENNIS A. REHBERG, MONTANA 
JOHN A. CARTER. TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANDER. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CAUFORINIA 
J0 BONNER, AI.A8AMA 
STEVEN C. IJ. TOUAETTE. OHIO 
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERL V PHETO 

TElEPHDINE: 
1202) 225-2711 

Authorization is hereby granted to Adrienne Ramsay, staffmemberofthe Committee on 
Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period ofMarch27, 2009, to Rochester, 
New York. The purpose of this trip is to visit facilities to review the design and production 
capabilities and receive briefmgs on subsystems and payloads for national security space systems. 

Per diem expenses of not to exceed $109 per day, or the rate specified for High Cost 
Geographical Areas, whichever is higher, plus transportation and other authorized costs, shall be 
paid from appropnations available under Public Law 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 1108(g)) for 
examination of estimates in the field. 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via 
commercial aircraft. 

Sincerely, 

~.~ 
Chairman 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Oftiee of the Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washinpm, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Oates: 

March 13. 2009 
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180013i1·11J11 

I am writing to req,uest that the Department of Defense (DoD) :tina.lizc me incl'Uiion of 
TRICARE Retail Pharmacy Program in federal procurement of pbannaceuticals proposed mlc 
(73 Fed. Reg. 43394 {July 25. 2008)); 32 CFR Pan 199 [DoD-2008-HA-0029; 0720..AB22) as 
soon as possible. According to the proposed rule, making tbis tesuJation final will .save DoD 
$2.4 billion in Fiscal Years 2009-2011. In addition to piOviding badly needed savings to the 
DoD, the :finaliz-ation of 1hia rule ends the need for current ot future TRlCAR.E policies that favor 
the TRICARE Mail Order Pro&Tam (TMOP) over the TRICARE rew1 phannacy network. 

In Fiscal Year 2006, America's retail pharmacies dispensed over SS :million TRICARE 
prescriptions, more· than. any other pharmacy practice setting. TRICARE beneficiiries, 
particularly retirees, have demoaatrated a clear preference to obtain their prescription dnlgs and 
phmnacy services ftom retail pharmacies. despite the tact that there are already incentives in the 
TRICARE program to encourage beneficiaries to usc mail order .. They aro our natioa•s ClDTelDt 
and retired anned smviee~ personnel and their tam.Uies, and we need to honor them by providing 
them with quality, accessible health caro. I believe the choice of where to obtain prescription 
mediatioos is best left to them. 

· Implementing lhe proposed rule would bring to fi'uition the sensible policy that lhc DoD, 
with the support of tho Government Semces Administration. bas pursued for years. A final IUle 
will give full eftect to the intent and plain language of Section 703 of NDAA-2008[1][1] by 
placing retail pharmacies an an equal footing with other TRICARB pharmacy programs. Section 
703 was signed into law one year ago. and as we await issuance of the final rule, DoD loses 
hundreds of millions of dollars of savings because manufacturors are not paying required 
staanory discounts on TRICARE prescriptions dispensed by retail pbumaciea. Jn fact; the 
Congte$Sional Budget Oftice eatimated savinp of $3.2 'billion over 1ho fivo..year period, 
including $719 miUion in FY 2009. · 
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I reapeCttuny requtst that you quickly promulgate and implement a revised final mle thit 
reflects the intent of Consress and DoD to achieve signifiQant savings and enable TRICAR.B 
beneticlaries to chooae where to obtain their prescription medications. This result wm best 
honor TIUCARE beneficiaries, promote quality health care, and preserve scarce govemmmt 
resources. Thank you for your continued service to our country, and for considering our 
request. 

Sincerely, 

V~'§~ 
Member of Congress 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Lieutenant General Clyde A. Vaughn 
Director, . .r\nny National Guard 
NGB-ARNG 
111 South George Mason Drive 
Arlington. VA 22204 

Dear Secretary Gates and Lieuten:lnt General Vaughn: 

I v.:rite today to urge you to direct money from the $50,000.000 allocated for Army 
National Guard Military Construction in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
of2009 (PL 111·5) towards construction of The Dalles Armory located in The Dalles, 
Oregon. According to their FY20 10 appropriations request, the Oregon Military 
Department indicated that their federal request for this project is $17,023,000. lt is my 
hope that this project can be funded through the money available in PL 111-S to allow 
construction to begin immediately. . 

The Oregon :r.tilitary Department has indicated that this project is ready to execute now 
and will help the loc::JI and state economy by prov.idingjobs in construction and 
maintenance during the period of construction and supporting the local economy after 
construction, They estimate that construction projects of this scope average a total of 62 
sub-contracts with an average of 12 employees per contract. The total number of 
construction related jobs is estimated to be between 750 and 1 ,000. 

This project is vital ro the community in The Dalles because it is a unique partnership 
between the Oregon }..li!itary Department and Columbia Gorge Community College and 
will provide prolonged benefit to the local economy as part of rhe community college 
campus with classrooms available to the college ~uri.ng the week. 

It is import:mt that this proj~ct is compl~ted as expeditiously as possjble. I can think of 
no better way to create jobs, stimulate the state and local economy, and also advance the 
mission of the men and women who have dedic3ted themselves to protecting our country. 
Thank you for your time and full and fair consideration consistent with applicable law, 
rules, :md regulations. I look forward to hearing from you on this issue. 

Sincerely, 

()~ 
;..krab!:'r of Congre.~s 

11AR-17-2001 04=46 37¥. P.02 
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COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR 
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

VIA FACSIMILE -703-695-1219 
Tho Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefeusc 
The Pentagon 
Washington. DC 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Secm18Jy! 

21et RA'ti!UM HOU$I! OFFICE IIUI.DING 

WASHJt_«JTTN, DC 20515-8100 

March 18, 2009 

Authorization is hereby tpntod to 1be Honorable M&R:ia L. Fudge to travel on a C~ 
Deleption (CODEL) led by the Honorable Barbara Lee and the Honorable Carolyn C. Kilpalrick, 
members of lhe Committee on Appropnations to Cuba on April J..S, 2009. The purpose of the trip is 
to evaluate cwrent policies regardina trade and commerce with Cuba. and to examine llld promote 

·proposals to initiate cultural, ~ and health exchanges with the United ·Staies. 

P.02 

It is requested that the Department of Defense to ·furnish such usistaDce, including transpodation. u may be 
required to facilitate this trip. The expenditure of funds for payment 8l1d actual expcoscs and 1raDSpOJtJitiol is 
authorized pursuant to TitJe 31 U.S.C. 11 OS(g). Travel will be conclucted by militaly awL'or commercial 
aircraft up to business class,· including foreign flag 'Cilliers wben U.S. carriers are not available. the CODEL 
requests the U.S. Air Force liaison support to this Delegation. 

If you have any questionsregardina this matter, please contact Clifton RoDa1d St. Clair WiUiuas m 
at 202-225-7032. Tbabk you for your assistance in this mauer. 

GEORGE MILLER 
Chairman 

GM:ejh 

t'OT'AL P.02 



GABRIELLE GIFFORDS 
8lll DISTRICT. ARIZONA 

WASHINGTON OA'ICE; 

1na ~ONGWORlll HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202) 225-2542 

DISTRICT OFFICES: 
TUCSON OF~ICE 

11361 NORTH SWAN, $UITE 112 
TUCSON. AZ 86712 

(520) 881-36118 

COCHISE COUNTY OFACE 
77 CALLE PORTAL, Sl)ITE 8-160 

SIERRA VISTA. />286635 
1520) 459-3115 

The Honorable~ ~.ates 

C!ConllftSS of tbt 11nlttb ~tates 
J>oust of l\epresentatibes 

RWIJington, lDC 20515-0309 
··---March 10,2009 

~ecretary ofp~~ . . 
t 390 Def~}P.~n-· Rti~m '3-E970 
Washing.:oli; p~.-'2o30 1-1300 

Dear Sect Gates: 

COIIIMlnl!!S; 

ARMED SERVICES 
SUBCOMMITIEE ON AIR AND 

LAND FOIICES 
SUBCOMMITIEE ON MILITARY READINESS 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
CHAIR. SUBCOMI\IIlTEE ON 
SPACE AND AERONA.UTICS 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
ENERGY AND ENVIRONt.IONT 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
SUBCOMMITIEE ON 

THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE 

I write regarding two studies mandated by the Duncan Hunter Nationa] Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2009 (NOAA), PL-11 0.417, which were recently due to be submitted to Congress but have not yet been 
received. These studies of the Department of Defense's renewa~le e~ergy pursuits, such as the use of solar 
power, are vital to progress on developing a comprellensive strategy on r~d~cing the Department's 
operational energy consumption. 

Section 333 of the 2009 NDAA requires your office to conduct a study examining the feasibility of using 
solar and wind energy to provide electricity for expeditionary forces. In particular, the study must examine 
the potential for solar and wind energy to reduce the fuel supply; the extent to which such reduction will 
decrease the risk of casualties associated with convoy operations; the overall costs and benefits of using these 
technologies;.the sustainability and operatin,~ requirements of.solar and wind. energy systems; and potential 
opportunities for experimentation within current traini.ng enviroQI-nents. Ttte ~port was due on 11 February, 
2oo9, 120 days after enactment of the 2009 NOAA, however the report has not yet been submitted to 
Congress. 

The second report, due 1 March, 2009, was required by the House Report accompanying the 2009 NDAA. It 
directed your office to report on technologies that are suitably mature to be integrated into reset and 
recapitalization programs that, if deployed, could ~uce energy consumption. Likewise, this report has not 
yet '?ceo recei"\'ed, 

I ~spectfu]ly request that copies of these studies. are immedi~tely furpished to Ule Congress as they are lik~ly 
to provide imp01:tant insights for pC;,ieritial. action dwing this year's defense authorization cycle. I appreciate 
your immediate a~~ntion to ibis matte~. . . . . . . . 

. ~ . , 

. ~ .. . ' 
PRINTED ON RECYCLeD PAI'Efi 



COMMITTEE ON AGIIIIC:U~TU~I: 

Su~~<:oMNtTTEE ON Gr.NE""'- F'-M CoMMO.,tTIES 
ANO RISK JviANAOIINCNT 

Su.COMMtTTCr. oN Co~<~SEIWATIO.,., C!!I!:OIT, 
ENEIIGY AND Rt:SI.....CH 

Svaco.,.MnTu: ON LIYI!:STOCK, DAtiiY AND PouLntV . . 
CON!IfiTTEil ON 

.. 'TiiANIS~ORTATiO.N & INFRASTRUCTURE 

Su!JCOMNITTEC oN RAILROADS, PIPELINES 

AHO H~oous MATttllt~ 
S•UoCONMITTEE ON I!:<:ONOIOIC D'EYELOPNENT, 

PUIM.IC B'viLOINH AND E:MIIIGINCY ..... NAOENENT 

Dr. RobertM. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secietary Gates: 

. BETSY MARKEY 

4TH 01STIIIICT,,COL0111.4DO 

March 11, 2009 

WASHINGTON OF'I"ICE: 
1229 LONGWORTH BuJ~IWG 

WASHINGTON, DC 20151!5 
202·2215o46?45 

F'AX: 202·22S.S8?0 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 
123 N. COI.I.IGE Avr.., SUITe: 220 

Fo,.T Cou.~N•, CO 80!524 
.70.221-7110" 

l".u:: 97o-2l!! 1-72oll0 

I am writing to express my outrage at the Anny's use of funds to purchase land to expand the 
Pinon Canyon Maneuver Site in direct violation of clearly stated Congressional intent 

In 2008, Congress passed the Military Construction Appropriations Act with an amendment 
stating .. None of the funds appropriated or otherwise made available in this title may be used for 
any aaion that is related to or promotes. the. expansion of the boundaries or size ofthe Pinon 
Canyon Maneuver Site, Colorado. •• The clear intent of this measure was to prevent the 
appropriation of funds for the proposed expansion of the Pinon Canyon site used by the U.S. 
Ann;: stationed at Fort Carson, Colorado. 

It has come to my attention that the Anny has recently completed a deal with a Colorado 
landOwner for the acquisition of approximately 70,000 acres ofland near the existing Pinon 
Canyon facility. This acquisition comes less than six months after members of Congress 
expressed their intent to impose a ban on expansion. 

The expansion of the Pinon Canyon site has been adamantly opposed by Colorado Members of 
Congress as well as the farmers and ranchers in Southern Colorado because a larger training 
facility will result in the condemnation of private property, decreased land values, a devastating 
impact on tbe local economy, and on the environment. 

The Pinon Canyon site has always been a bane for the local communities. When the initial land 
was purchased, some landowners complained of strong-arm tactics and fears of conden:ination. 
When the site was to open, the Army heralded construction jobs and long-term employment, but 
after twenty years the site·has not helped the local economies~ Additionally, many were led to 
believe that the site would not allow live-fire exercises, but that promise was also broken. 

Today, I am troubled that the Army has decided to not only violate the trust of the local 
community but has. also decided to skirt clearly defined Congressional intent that this facility not 
be enlarged. In January 2009t the GovemriJ.ent Accountability Office released a report on the 
Department of Defense justifications· for the expansion of Pinon Canyon. This report 
recommended that the Anny provide more information to Congress before further action be 



taken. Not only was no further information provided, it now appears that the Anny has decided 
to clisregard Congress' intentions altogether. Please advise me on why the Army iS progressing 
foiWard on the pl,U'Chase. I appreciate your attentiot:t to this matter. 

Sincerely, 



Grongr.ess of t(ft lltnit.eil &tatts 
llhts)Jington, ll(!t 211515 

Dr. R~ M . .Gates 
Secretaq qt]>i;fense 
1 ooo Defense.~en~ 
Wuhington, DC 20lQl4'f)OO 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

~.12,2009 

We are acutely aware that the US Transportation Command and the US Air Force place a 
very high priority on recapitalizing the fleet ofKC-135 Refueling Tankers. We agree with this 
priority. Unfortunately, as the Government Accountability Office concluded last year, the 
previous source selection process for the KC-X Tanker was deeply flawed. We write to you 
today to highlight several key points that we believe must guide a future source selection process 
if it is to be successful. 

First and· foremost. a future·competitive souroe: selection must be fair to all parties while 
delivering the. best value solution for the warfighter at a· reasonable cost far the taxpayer. ·In the 
previous somce selection, the-competition was not ooildll'ICted· fairly .on several levels. The 
Department of Defense (DOD) must not·repeat past mistakes: . 

. > no· not allow "oom~tion ~t all ~sts" to distort the KC-X solicitation and source 
selection process.' In ~e m~nths ~e84ing up to the re~e of the fmal R-equest· for 
Proposals (RFP) for the previous KC-X s6licitaii'O~ ·the Ajr Force bent to the . 
oomp~nation of e~l press~ for "competition ai all costs" coupled wi~ refuSal by 
one pOtential offeror to compete unless the RFP was changed to its satisfactiOn. This led 
to last minute changes in key elements of the Combined Mating and Ranging Planning 
System- (CMARPS) evaluation tool for the sole purpose of qualifyitlg one offeror's 
proposal. 

> Conduct the competition on a level playing field for all pairties. In the previous 
KC·X competition, the Northrop Grumman/EADS team benefited from unfair advantages 
that derive from illegal government subsidies and waivers of regulations that apply to 
products produced in the United States. Specifically. the Unile9 States govenunent has a 
complaint pending before the World Trade Organization (WTO) stating that~-A-330 
aircraft prodUced by EAD~ Airl>Us benefitle4 from SS billion in ilki.gal.govenunent 
subsidies.· Note that Section 886 of the· FY:i009 National Defense Authorization A-ct 
requires DOD to condUct .• re;i~w of the ~mpactS ~f s~bsidies· 9D the aerial refuelins 
tanker competition upon completion ofthe pi-oceedings of the 'WTO. · The KC-X 
competition also ~.highlighted the-UI'lequal trcatinent that American producers face 
· when.competing with prodoots.from several allied nations. Our American produoers 
must abide by many regulations·(Berry Amendment, Buy America Act, International · · 
Traffic in Arms Regulations; Foreign·Corrupt-'Practices Act, arid wst accounting · · 
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standards) that add cost for domestic products but are waived for items produced in other 
countries. 

> Take into account full and accurate life-cycle costs for proposals. According to 
Defense Acquisition University studies, Operation and Support (O&S) costs constitute 
approximately 72 percent of total weapon system costs. It is imperative that these costs 
be a significant factor in source selection decisions, and that they be estimated properly. 
DOD made a serious error in the previous KC-X Tanker source selection analysis when it 
based estimates of Most ~robable Life-Cycle Cost (MPLCC) on a 25-ycar interval rather 
than the 40-year interval that was stipulated (and approved by the JROC) as the required 
service life of the aircraft. Furthermore, GAO recommended that a future source 
selection give greater attention to the impact of fuel costs in its life-cycle cost analysis. 
GAO concluded that "even a small increase in the amount of fuel that is burned per,hour 
by a particular aircraft would have a dramatic impact on the overall fuel-costs." Well 
established commercial data shows that the Airbus A-330 aircraft consumes 24% more 
fuel per flight hour tban does a Boeing 767 aircraft. This would result in very significant 
differences in operating costs. 

)l> Insist that proposals fully comply with all key requirements of the solicitation. In 
the previous KC-X Tanker source selection evaluation, GAO concluded that in two 
instances the Air Force disregarded the fact that the Northrop Grumman/EADS proposal 
failed to comply with requirements of the solicitation. Specifically, GAO found that the 
Air Force .. improperly made award" when it "unreasonably determined that the 
awardee's refusal to agree to the specific solicitation requirement that it plan and support 
the agency to achieve organic depot-level maintenance.'" GAO also concluded that "the 
record does not demonstrate the IeaSOnableness of the agency's determination that the 
awardee~s proposed aerial refueling tanker could refuel all CUITellt Air Force fixed-wing 
tanker-compatible receiver aircraft in accordance with current Air Force pr~ as 
required by the solicitation." 

> Insist that source selection evaluation be accomplished in accordance with the 
evaluation plan that is established for the solicitation. GAO found that the Air Force "did 
not assess the relative merits of the proposals in accordance with the evaluation criteria 
identified in the solicitation, which provided for a relative order of importance for the 
various technical requirements, and where the agency did not take into fkcount the fact 
that one of the proposals offered to satisfy more "trade space•• technical requirements 
than the other proposal, even though the solicitation expressly requested offerors to 
satisfy as many of these technical requirements as possible." Furthermore, GAO 
concluded that the Air Force "violated the solicitation's evaluation provision that "no 
consideration will be provided for exceeding [key performance parameter] KPP 
objectives" when it recognized as a key discriminator the fact that the awardee proposed 
to exceed a KPP objective relating to aerial refueling to a greater degree than the 
protester." 

> Carefully consider ruitional security impacts and industrial base impacts. Given 
the crucial role that air refueling plays in providing global reach for ow military, DOD 
must carefully weigh the importance of preserving domestic design knowledge and 
production expertise. Furthermore, industrial base impacts must be assessed given the 
fragile economic conditions. and weak domestic employment environment. Federal code 



(10 U.S.C. 2440) requires evaluation of technology and industrial base impacts in 
conjunction with major defense acquisitions. 

We also think that it is impoJ;1ant to the successful progress of the KC-X Tanker 
acquisition that DOD commence discussions with the potential offerors. Our understanding is 
that for the last several months DOD has resisted discussions that would help the government 
and industry eJtehange infonnation, ideas and perspectives. If this program is to move forward 
and yield a positive outcome, we recommend that DOD engage witb industry. 

Finally, we urge you to take the necessary time to allow the new Administration team to 
thoroughly consider the framework for the next source selection process. As much as the Air 
Force needs to begin recapitalizing the KC-135 fleet, we think it is essential that the solicitation 
requirements and acquisition strategy have the input and support of the new DOD leadership 
team that will be responsible for conducting the source selection and getting the program under 
way. 

Thank you for your attention. 

Sincerely, 

/{rtvJ.!:J... 
NORM DICKS 
Member of Congress 

?e-At'!~ 
TODDTIAHRT 
Member of Congress 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

!\oust of Rtprurntatiots 
Q:ommitttt on appropriations 
'll!Jashin.uton, BQ: 20515-6015 

March 16, 2009 

JERIIY ILWIS. CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BIU YOUNG. FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROOERS, KENTIJCKY 
FRANK R WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUVSEN. NEW JERSEY 
TOOO TIAHRT, KAN5AS 
ZACH WAMP, ll!NNESSEE 
TOM LATHAiol, I(JNA 
ROIEAT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA 
JO liNN EMERSON, MISSOU~ 
KAY GfliiNGER, TEXAS 
MK:HAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CUlBERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN IQRK, ILUNOIS 
ANDER alENSHIAW, FLORIDII 
DENNIS It REHBERG. MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTEl!, TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANDEII,LOUISIMIA 
KEN CALVERT. CALifORNIA 
JO BONNER, AlABAMA 
STEVEN C. LA T0UR£TTE. OHIO 
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA 

CLERK MID STAff DIRECTOR 
BEVEIU. V PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
I2U21 Z2r>-Z171 

Reference is made to my letter dated March 9, 2009, granting authorization to the 
Honorable Kay Granger, a member of the House Appropriations Committee, to travel to 
Leon, Mexico during the approximate period of March 27-28, 2009. 

The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize travel during the approximate 
time period of March 27-29, 2009. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Chairman JeY 7 



DEMOCRATS 

- RLNER, CAliFORNIA, CHA-AN 

CORRINE BROWN, fLORIDA 
VIC SNYDER, ARKANSAS 
MICHAEL H. MICHAUD, MAINE 
STEPIIANIE HEASETH SANDUN, SOVTH DAKOTA 
HAFIRV E. MITCHELL., ARIZONA 
JOHN J. HALl. NEW YORK 

11.~. ~ouse of lltpre~entattbes 
DEBORAH L HALVORSOfii.ILUNOIS 
THOMAS S.P: PERRIECLO, VIRGINIA 

. ~OMMITTEE '?N. V_ET~RANS' AFFAI~S 
HARRY TEAGUE. N;W MEXICO 
CIRO D. RODR)GUEz. TEKAS 
JO~ OONNELLY,INDIANA 
JERRY M(.;NEHNEY, CAlifORNIA 
ZACHARY T. S!'JO.CE, OHIO 
TIMOTHY J. WAll. MINNESOTA . 
JOHN H. ADLER, NEW JERSEY 
ANN KIRKPATRICK, ARIZONA 
GLENN C. NYE" VIFIGII!.IIA 

MALCOM A. SHORTER 
STAFF DIRECTOR . 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary . 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense rentagon 
Washington, DC 20301~1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

. ONE.HUNORED ELEVENTH COf'!GREss·. 

335 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE i:!UilDING 

:' WASHINGTON, DC 2'0515 

~ttp:l/vet'e ran s.house. gov 

March 11; 2009 · · 

REPUBLICANS 

STIVI BUVIR, INDIAIIIA. RANKI'jG 

C"'FF STEARNS, FLORIOA 
JERRY MORAN, KANSAS 
HENAV E. BROWN, JR., SOUTH CAROLINA 
JEFF MILLER, FLORIDA 
JOHN BOOZMAN, AR~·NSAS 
BRIAN P. BILBRAY. CALIFORNIA 
DOUG LAMBORN, COLORADO 
GUS M. BIURAKIS. FlORIDA 

• VERN BUCHANAN. FLORIDA 
DAVID P ROE, TENNESSEE 

KINGSTON E. S~TH 
REPUBliCAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

ANO CHIEF COUNSEL 

I have authorized Congressman Michael H. Michaud to lead a delegation of 
Members and staff from the Committee on Veterans' Mfairs on a fact-finding visit 
to Kuwait, Afghanistan, and Germany from April 13 to April 18, 2009. The 
delegation will include, in addition to Congressman Michaud, Congresswoman 
Deborah L. Halvorson of Illinois; Congressman Glenn C. Nye of Virginia; 
Congressman Thomas S. P. Perriello of Virginia, and Congressman David P. Roe 
of Tennessee; Cathy Wiblemo, Staff Director for the Subcommittee on Health; and 
Dolores Dwm, Republican Staff Director for the Subcommittee. In addition, Vice 
Admiral Adam RQbinson, Surgeon General of the Navy, and Lieutenant General 
Eric Schoomaker, Anny Surgeon General, will be in attendance. 

The Delegation is currently planning to travel to visit medical facilities _in the chain 
of care ofOEF service members and see first-hand the level and quality of health 
care being provided to active duty serVice members in the countries to be visited. 
Participants will also speak directly with key medical personnel at these facilities 
in order to better understand the challenges of combat health care. 

The actual cost of lodging is authorized in the countries to be visited. It would be 
appreciated if the Department of Defense could furnish such assistance as may be 

---------



Honorable Robert M. Gates 
March 11, 2009 
Page2 

required, including transportation, to facilitate this fact-finding visit. The 
expenditure of funds for payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized pursuant to Title 31, U.S.C., 
.Section II 08 (g). 

I would also like to request military escorts from the Anny Legislative 
Liaison Office be authorized to accompany the delegation for administrative 
and logistical support. 

The CODEL will be authorized to travel on foreign commercial airline 
caniers when there has been a determination that a U.S. flag canier not 
available to meet the scheduling requirements of the traveler consistent with 
the "Fly America Act." 

Thank you for your continued support and assistance. If you have further 
questions, please contact Jian Zapata of the Committee staff at 225-9756. 

Chairman 

MS/jz 



Mar. 19. 2009 10: 49AM R~P JOE WILSON SC02 

otnngnss nf ilp.e lnifelt i'tates 
DaBlfingtnn, De! aD515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense. 
Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 

March 19, 2009 

No. 2431 P. 2 

As a member of the United States House of Representatives, it is an honor to 
recommend Dr. Solomon Passy for the position of the next Secretary Oenetal of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). We ask that you give this request your full 
consideration. 

NATO as an institution is an important vehicle for keeping peace and stability in 
the reaion. With tho expetted return of Franco to the military organization will open a 
window of opportunity for major and profound reforms in the Alliance and a new NATO­
BU. Euro-Amerlcan cohesion. Therefore, we tiUst that a person like Dr. Passy, bringing 
the inspiration of New Europe, may syner(lize best with this momentum. 

Dr. Passy's credentials are very impressive. In 1990, as a member of parliament, 
he launched his idea for Bulgaria to withdraw from the Warsaw Pact to join NATO. At 
the time this goal was only supported by JS% of the population. The network. he created, 
the Atlantic Club of Bulgaria, succeeded in its goal to reverse popular opinion: in 2004 
when Foreign Mmistcr Passy raised the Bulgarian flag a1 NATO Headquancrs, he gained 
the support of80% of the Bulgarian people. Also, he successfully negotiated and signed 
the Accession Treaty of Bulgaria with the European Union in 2005. Both ventures have 
made him one Qfthe most popular ministers in Bulgarian history. 

Another highlight of' Dr. Pa.ss)"s distinguished career was his leadership during 
Bulpria's term on the United Nation's Security Council, which lasted from 2002 to 
2003. During his tenure, be was able to demonstrate a remarkable ability to develop 
relationships in a way that pennitted the passage of numerous resolutions and other 
important acts highlighting Bulgaria's successful term on the Council. . 

Also worth mentioning is his extensive experience in Afghanistan working 
closely with President Hamid Karzai on election and economic issues that impact the 
nation as a wh'?le. As Chairman-in-Office for the Organi2ation for Security and Co­
operation in Europe (OSCE), be directed the fnt exporting of an election observation 
team to Afghanistan to monitor the 2004 presidemiaJ election. Giveu. the arowina: 

PAINT!O ON IIICVCUD ll',t,PER 
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narcotics concern that bas deveJoped out of Afghanistan. he has worked diligent1y on 
·assisting the people of Afghanistan to replace poppy crops with that ofroses-A 
Bul&arian treasure. 

Dr. Passy has a proven track record in foreign relations. He has been one of the 
·main instruments of his country's successes and there is no one better with his knowledge 
and experience to work in this capacity. 

. . 
If we can be of further assistance to you, please do not hesitate to contact either of 

our offices. 

J(LJ~ 
JOE WILSON 

Member of Congress 

Sincerely. 

;%A~J~..,.4P. 
MADELEINE BORDALLO 

Member of Congress i 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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€:ommitt'a on ippropriatton.a 
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March 20, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defame 
1000 Deteose Pentagon 
Washingtcm, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secrctat,: . 

NO. 305 r. 2 

CLIM!UIO rrll~ CIIIIC'TOil 
IEVSII.Y'I'HITO TIU,... 
Q611UII>.:rrn 

In accordance with the provisions of Soction 20l(b), Public Law 601, 79t. Conaress (eodi:fi,ed at 
2 U.S.C. §72 a (b)), tbis Staifhas been directed by the Committee on Appropriations to make an 
inquiry of the aft'ect of stop loss on-serviccmcm.bcrs. 

Please des!~ an appropriate point of contact to ammge for obtainUlg; the da1a pertinmt to this 
iDquiry and notitY my office by telephone within .five business days oflhc receipt of this letter. If 
there are any questions reaardins this matter, I can be concacted on (202) 225-3881. 

cc- Comptroller of the Dcpu1ment ofDefense 
cc - Secretary oftbe Army · 

Sincerely yours, . 

j)(WI)IfiA-. ~ 
David M. Pomeran:tz 
Director 
Surveys and Jnvestigatious Staff 
House Committee onApproprialions 
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COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

1102 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

(202) 225-3625 

illllashingoon, f)~ 20515-n4s 
http://Waysandmeans.house.gov 

March 18, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Secretaiy: 

DAVE CAMP, MICHIGAN 
WALLY HER GER. CALIFORNIA 
SAM JOHNSON, TEXAS 
ICE\IIN BRADY, TEXAS 
PAUL RYAN. WISCONSIN 
'RIC CANTOR, VIRGIHIA 
JOHN UNDER, GEORGIA 
DEVIN NU14ES, CAUFORNIA 
PATRICKJ. TIBEIU. OHIO 
GINNY BROWN-WAII'f, R.ORIDo\ 
GEOFf DAVIS. KENTUCKY 
DAVIl G. REICHERT, WASHINGTON 
CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR., LOUISIANA 
DEAN HELLER, NEVADA 
PE.lER J. ROSKAM. IWNOIS 

JON TRAUB, 
MINOfiiTY STAFf' DIRECl'Ofl 

This letter is to authorize Congressman Ron Kind (D-WI) to participate in 
the CODEL being led by Senator Robert Casey (D-PA), to Brussels and 
Belgium. This travel will take place during the period of Thursday, March 19, 
through Monday, March 23, 2009; the House is not scheduled to be in session 
during this time. 

The purpose of this trip is to attend the 2009 Brussels Forum on 
transatlantic economies. Rep. Kind will also speak at the Forum and will meet 
with officials from European Parliament and the European Commission. 

It would be appreciated if the U.S. Department of Defense could furnish 
such assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate this 
trip: The expenditure·of funds for the payment of the aclual aud- i.ttccsS&-y 
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized by 
31 u.s.c. 1108 (g). 

CBR/jg 

11~1 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

March 23, 2009 
Q.&IIIC--~· u~'I'N41t0 ,__ ... -·-'' 

I am writing to call to your attention the need to revise your Department's 
policy on outsourcing. Over the past eight years the Administration has misused 
the Office ofManagement and Budget Circular A-76, the policy which governs 
public-private competitions to potentially outsource work to the private sector. A-
76 became a mandate for pushing more and more work into the private sector, even 
work that is closely associated with inherendy governmental functions, in order to 
meet arbitrary competition goals. 

The last Administration's push to outsource resulted in hWldreds ofbillions 
of expenditures with little to no oversight from the Department ofDefen5e (DoD). 
In fiscal year 2008, DoD obligated about $200 billion for contractor-provided 
services, more than doubling the amount it spent a decade ago when measured in 
real terms. Yet the Defense Department is unable answer basic questions such as: 
how many contractors and subcontractors there are, what is their average salary. 
md precisely what work are they doing? The responsibility for acquiring services 
within DoD is spread amon& individual military commands, weapon system 
program offices, or functional units on military bases with no central oversight. 
The DoD Inspector General (I G) recently reported that your office pressured the 
Military Services to conduct outsourcing studies, and recently revealed to my 
subcommittee that contractors grant civilians access to military bases, including in 
highly sensitive areas like Iraq and Afghani• without evidence of appropriate 
background checks. 
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The House Appropriations Committee has attempted for years to impose 
oversight of contract services and shift away from what has become an over 
reliance on contractors. The Fiscal Year 2009 Omnibus Appropriations Act 
includes a one year government-wide moratorium (section 737) on beginning or 
announcing any A-76 srudies. I was heartened by President Obama's recent 
Memorandum on govemment contracting in which he states "Government 
outsourcing for services also raises special concerns." OMB must " ..• clarifY 
when governmental outsourcing for services is and is not appropriate ... " 
However, I found it disappointins when I learned of a response from your office to 
twenty members of Congress who had expressed concern about a particular k 76 
study; the response suggests that the concerns about outsourcing expressed by this 
subcommittee and by the President have not been understood by your office. The · 
same official who had advocated outsow-cing during the Bush adminiSll'&tion stated 
in a fetter (attached) dated March 9, 2009, that "Public Private competition under . 
OMB Circular-76 is a proven management tool that improves business efficiencies 
while generating significant savings to the taXpayer.,. 

In light of the Omnibus Appropriations Act, I advise you to cease to initiate 
or announce new A-76 studies. I also suggest that you halt A-76 studies pending 
OMB review of the A-76 program. 

I request a prompt response to this letter. 

AttaclunCJ!.t 
As stated 

Respectfully, 

c·· _, .... ./~ ,......., ... 

Jolm P. Murtha 
Chainnan 
·Defense Subcommittee 
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The Hooorable Robert M. Gaal:a 
Secretary 
Depertment ofDofense 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Seaetary: 

March 23. 2009 
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I liD writiq to urge you to appoint formar U.S. Repnl~i81110rAalllaattii~ -.:(b:)<:6,~ ___ _Jto 
1«\'e 00 tho Defeuac Policy BoiRl. 

I have b}(6) aiDce I firlt arrived ia Cooanu ill 1976, aDd I workocl cloeely 
with bDn durina the 19801 and elliy 19901 on numemua111111 cootrol and detea.o policy 
Jeeialadve initiatives. During bit aemeo ia abe House, Lei waa widely Mpnlecl a cme 
ofdae IDOIIt thoqbttblllld etfecti" nad.coa1 Je.den oa 11m1 cootrol ilmeL He .-d Ids 
polition on tbe House Appropriations DeCeue Subcam111ittee eo mvaoce aewral 
IUCCellftalllml ccmtrol initiatives, incJudins ~lUI effort to baD tbe 
tcldna oflllli-satelHte weapons in spaco. In addi~ one oftbe key Houao 
lOiden of the oflbrt to cut f\mdiua iD..tviaed MStu Wm" sntesic balUtic miailo 
deftme proJI'IIDS. md a~~roQa pt'OpODim of cffodl to leCUI'C altrafeJic DUCiclr IIIDI 
reduction trolly with the Soviet UaiOIL Jn addition to tbele initiative~, Lea WU 81Jo I 
Iaqpe••aldvocate iM' 1m11t def-.e pmanoteDt aDd ralildc teltiDg ofoew 
c:omadioo-1 WeapoDI systems. 

In bia poat~ioual career. 6) eoodnuecl to be ICdw in Democratic politicl 
md ill policy cti8eullioaa on 1rm1 ccatrol ad Dldiooal aecurity i•--. AA our Dilioa 
mova tixwlnl to anpple wbh islua reiMfna to recem am- felts of aaa-lllellito 
weapoM, what to do about propoecd millile dGfemel • how to restart tbe 
11mt c:ontroJ proceu with the Ruaiana.l bdic\re )(&) would provide tbc 
.Defenae Depatmcut with hnk IDd inliabtf\d advice and couueL I believe tbat Lta 
AuCoin would be 10 invaluable addition to the DefeDie Policy Board, aad I stroo&IY urae 
you to CODiider namioa him to tbis impodant positioo. 

l~tkt~ 
Co: Don~ LA/ 

smc.dy, 

Edwald 1. Maatey 
MemberofConar-

~DOlt--



The Honomble Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDeft:twe 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

March 18,2009 

. 
This letter will authorize Dr. Kay King, Director of the Office of 

lnterparliamentary Affairs, to join the Committee on Foreign Affairs Codel Carnahan to 
Egypt, Ethiopia, Cyprus, and Lebanon during the approximate period of April 3-11, 
2009. The purpose of the trip is to attend the 120th meeting of the Inter-Parliamentary 
Union and to meet with government officials in each country. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance 
as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Air 
Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for 
the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

CJ::f!~ 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lormine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

'' 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Deparbnent of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

March 18, 2009 

This letter will authorize Ms. Catlin O"Neill, Floor Assistant to the Speaker, to 
accompany Codel Tauscher (authorized by the House Anned Services Committee) to 
Israel and Egypt during the approximate period of AprilS-10, 2009. The purpose of the 
trip is to review Israeli Missile Defense Operations and participate in bilateral discussions 
with key allies in the Middle East. 

It would be appreciated if the Deparbnent of Defense would furnish such assistance 
as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Marine 
escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the 
actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 11 08(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

?\ly, "P~ 
~J:-:ls, 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 

·:. 
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WA~HI'l(',TON, DC 20515-6143 

President Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

IJI•,: lfl'\" ~·:'J:.: ~:·' 0 
I W'o' 

,.,,.,, :·•-, :1:11; ~·~··.-- 1;'1•1 

· March 19, 2009 

We would like to ensure that the Subcommittee on National Security and Foreign 
Affairs of the Committee on Oversight and Government Refonn is included in the 
Administration's Congressional briefings reJated to the results of the strategic review of 
U.S. efforts in Afghanistan and Pakistan you have commissioned. 

As you are well aware, the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is 
the principal oversight committee in the House of Representatives and has broad 
oversight jurisdiction as set forth in House Rule X. Pursuant to Committee Rule 8(a)(5), 
the Subcommittee on National Security and Foreign Affairs has jurisdiction 

· encompassing oversight of national security, homeland security, and foreign affairs. Our 
Committee has the significant role of oversight of interagency activities in the national 
security arena. 

Beyond manifest jurisdictional oversight interests, our Subcommittee has devoted 
significant time and energy on the oversight of U.S. policy, programs, and resources 
related to our efforts in Afghanistan and Pakistan. Over the past two years, our Chairman 
has personally led three Congressional delegations to Afghanistan an4 Pakistan. During 
that same period, the Subcommittee has held eight related hearings. 1 

· 

Last month, we held a· hearing on the U.S. mission to train and equip the Afghan 
police and anny with a focus on the accoWltability of anns and other sensitive military 
equipment. Over the last two weeks, we have held a public bearing and hosted a 
classified briefmg on the nature of the complex threat environment within Afghanistan 
and Pakistan. We are currently planning oversight hearings on the proposed troop 

1 
For more information on these activities, please go to: http://nationalsecurity .oversight.house.gov. 



buildup and civilian surge in Afghanistan, as well as on regional players and 
considerations that are fundamental to U.S. efforts in South Asia 

Our work on this subject, both in the hearing room and on the ground, has 
allowed the Members of this Subcommittee the opportunity to acquire a depth of 
understanding on the natttre of the security threat in Afghanistan and Pakistan. We stand . 
committed to continue constructive oversight of U.S. plans and activities in this 
strategically important~ and troubled, region. 

We appreciate your timely attention to this matter and look forward to working 
with you as we move forward in creating more effeCtive foreign policy in Afghanistan 
and Pakistan, while making sure that every dollar entrusted to us by the American 
taxpayers is wisely spent. 

John F. Tierney 
Chainnan 

·Sincerely, 

Subcommittee on NC~.tional Security 
and Foreign Affairs 

cc: Vice President Joseph R. Biden 
Secretary Hillary Clinton 
Secretary Robert Gates 
National Security Advisor James L. Jones 
Special Envoy Richard Holbrooke 
Under Secretary Michele Flournoy 
Mr. Bruce Riedel, Brookings Institution 

f~:f!?l~ .. 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on National Security 

and Foreign Affairs 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P. MURntA.I't:NNSYLVAN~ 
NO~MAN O. DICKS, WASHIIIGTON 
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VI~GINIA 
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ROBERT E. "BUD" CRAMER. JR •• ALABAMA 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY. RHODE ISlAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD. CALIFORNIA 
SAM F~. CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L JACKSON, JR., ILUNO<S 
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA 
CHAKA FAITAH. PeNNSYLVANIA 
STEIIfN R. ROntMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFOflP o. BISHOP, JR., GEOI>GIA 
MARlON IEPIRV. ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE, CALFCANIA 
TOM UDALL, NEW MEXICO 
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MICHAEL HONDA. CALIFORNIA 
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March 19, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA 
RALPH REGULA. OHID 
HAROLD ROGERS, KENIUCl<Y 
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JAMES T. WALSH. NEW VO~K 
DAVID L HOBSON. OHIO 
JOE rNDLLENBERO, MICHIGIAN 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
ROONEY P. FRELINGHIJYSEN, Nf:W JERSEY 
TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS 
ZACH WAMI', TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT B, ADERHOLT, AlABAMA 
JOANN EMERSON. MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGEII. TEXAS 
JOHN E. PETERSON, PENNSYLVANIA 
VIRGIL H. GOODE, JR. VIRGIN~ 
RAY tJ.HOOD, LLINotS 
DAVE WELDON, FLOfliDA 
MICHAEL IC. SltotPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON. TEXAS 
MIARK STEVEN KIRI<. ILLI'O<S 
ANDER CRENSHIAW, FLORIDA 
PENNI& R. AS:HS~G. MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTEFL TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT. CAUFOfiNIA 
JO BONNER, AI.AEIAUA 

CLERK AND STAFf DIRECTOR 
ROBNIA80RS 

TELEPHONE: 
1202) 2211-2771 

Reference is made to my letter dated February 20,2009, granting authorization to the 
Honorable Barbara Lee and the Honorable Carolyn C. Kilpatrick, members of the Committee on 
Appropriations, to travel to Cuba on April 3-8, 2009. 

The purpose of this addendwn Jetter is to authorize the Honorable Michael Honda, also a 
member of the committee, to participate in this travel. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~e-t 
Chairman 
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ma.slfin,tnn, ie! 20515 

President Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

March 16, 2009 

We write to voice our support for the VH-71 presidential helicopter replacement program. 

The Marine One presidential helicopter is more than just a symbol of the office or a simple means of 
transport; it is integral to the safety and security of our president and thus our nation. That is why 
we urge you to resist any attempt to politicize the VH-71 presidential helicopter program by 
singling it out among the large number of major programs that have exceeded their original 
budgets. This program is too important to be derailed by politics. 

We share your strong commitment to increasing accountability in the use of tax dollars and applaud 
your promise to reform the broken defense acquisition system. In recent years, too little attention 
has been paid to ensuring the wise management of major defense priorities. ·Inc many cases, 
excessive requirementS are packed into programs at enormous expense and with little ultimate 
value to the warfighter. 

However, we are alarmed by the political controversy surrounding the VH-71.program and .fear it 
could lead to a decision that- jeopardizes the security of our Commander in Chief and wastes 
valuable taxpayer money. There is little doubt that the need to replace the aging legacy fleet of 
presidential helicopters is real, urgent, and thoroughly documented. The current fleet has been in 
service more than 35 years and it is time for an upgrade to best protect the President and his family. 
This country cannot afford its President to be vulnerable or cut off from communications in a time 
of emergency. 

VH-71 was initiated by the White House in the aftennath of the September 11, 2001 attacks and 
was awarded to the current industry 'team in 2005 after one of the most rigorous and scrutinized 
competitions in history. which was not protested by the losing contractor. Congress has repeatedly 
noted that excessive requirements coupled with unrealistic price and schedule estimates have 
driven current cost projections for the program's second phase beyond what is reasonable . 

. Nevertheless, we believe canceling the program entirely would be irresponsible and self-defeating. 

To date, $3 billion- has been invested in the VH-71 program and yielded notable results. Eight of the 
nine aircraft comprising the first phase of the program, Increment 1, have achieved flight and are 
meeting or exceeding all performance parameters. The fiscal year 2009 House Defense 
Appropriations bill noted that Increment 1 is a "marked improvement" that "exceeds the 

PRINTeD ON R,ECYCLED PAPER 
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performance of the current fleet in virtually every respect:" Based on the outstanding performance 
of this aircraft. we urge you to consider expanding the Increment 1 fleet to· make it the long-term 
solution if the more advanced Increment 2 aircraft cannot be procured in a cost-effective manner. 

Furthermore, we believe the Navy could purchase a full fleet of 23 Increment 1 helicopters within 
the original budget profile. Doing sq would send an important message that security and fiscal 
responsibility are compatible when it comes to our national defense. Without question, simply 
canceling VH-71 at this advanced stage would be the least responsible alternative both-for the 
safety of your office and the investment of the American taxpayer. 

Marine One is an important national security asset serving the Office of the President and is directly 
linked to the security of our. nation. The VH-71 Marine One program was initiated by a previous 
administration, wiil enter service during your administration, and will serve future presidents for 
decades to come. You will have our complete support- and the support of the American people - as 
you move fotward with this critical program. 

Sincerely, 

Rep. Bill Shuster 



Cc: 

The Honorable John J. Young 
Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics 

The Honorable B) Penn 
Acting Secretary of the Navy 

The Honorable Rahm Emanuel 
White House· Chief of Staff 

Gregory B. Craig 
White House Couns~l 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P. MURTHA. PENNSYLVANIA 
NORMAN D. !liCKS, WASHINGTON 
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN. WEST VIRGINIA 
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO 
FETER J. VISQ.OSKY, INDIANA 
NITA U. LOWEY, NEW YORK 
JOSt E. SERRANO. NEW YORK 
ROSA L. O.LAURO, CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA 

<tongrcss of tht tinittd ~rates 
JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS 
eo PASTOR, ARIZONA 
DAVID e. PRICE. NORTH CAROLINA 
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS 
PA'TRtCK J KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICE 0. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
LUOLLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARR. CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L JACKSON, Jfl .. IUINOI$ 
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BO'YD, FLORIDA 
CHAKA FATTAH. PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD D. BISHOP. JR .. GEORGIA 
MARION BERRY. ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE, CAUFORNIA 
ADAM sa-IIFF. CAI.IFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA. CALIFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN, OHIO 
C.A. "DUTCH" RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND 
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. FLORIDA 
CIAO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS 
LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE 
JOHN T $Al.AZAR. COLORADO 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

il\oosr of 'R.rprrsmtatiors 
ftommittet on gppropriations 
illlashington, B(t 20515-6015 

March 19,2009 

JERftY IEoVIS, CALIFOI!NIA 
C. W. BII.L YOUNG, FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS. KENTUCKY 
FRANKR. WOLF. VIRGINIA 
JACI< KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
ROONEY P, FRELINGHUYSEM, NEW JERSEY 
TODii TIAHRT, KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP. TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOI. T, ALABAMA 
JOANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS 
MK:HAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY Clii.BERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIRK.IWNOIS 
ANOER CRENSHAW, FLOIIIDA 
DENNIS R. RE~BERG. MONTA'IA 
JOHN H. CARTIER. TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANO~R. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
JO BONNER. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
12021221>-Wl 

Authorization is hereby granted to Representative Ken Calvert and Ms. Jennifer 
Miller, and Mr. Jeff Shockey, professional staff members of the Committee on 
Appropriations, to travel on official business to Stuttgart, Wiesbaden and Frankfurt, 
Gennany and Vienna, Austna during the approximate time period of Apri14-10, 2009. 
The purpose of this trip is to review matters relating to the CIA, NSA and counter­
terrorism operations and activities. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall 
be paid from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field Wlder 
authority 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in 
making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted 
via commercial transportation. 

Sincerely, 

IJ::~Cf:J 
Chairman 
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Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 
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March 19,2009 
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HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKV 
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JAMES T. WALSH. NEW YORK 
DAVID L.IIOIISON, OHIO 
JOE KNOLLENBERG. MICHIGAN 
J ... CK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TODD TlAHRT, KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, 1£NNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA 
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOI.JAI 
~VGRANGEII, TEXAS 
JOHN E. PEl'ENION, PENNSYLVANIA 
YIIGIL H. GOOCE, Jll., VIRGINIA 
RAY LAHOOD, ILUNOtS 
D"'YE WELDOit FLORIDA 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON. IDAHO 
JDHNABNEYCULSEIISON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KJIIIC. ILUNDIS 
ANDeR CRENSIIAW, A.OIUDA 
DENNIS R. REHBEIIG, MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER. TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXAI'IOER, LOI.IISIANA 
KEN CALvtRT, CALIFORNIA 
JO 80NNER, ALAIIAMA 

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 

ROSNASORS 

TELEPHONE: 
I2112122H771 

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable Sam Parr, member of the Committee on 
Appropriations, to join a CO DEL led by the Honorable Eliot Engel, Chainnan of the Foreign Affairs 
Subcommittee on the Western Hemisphere, to Trinidad and St. Vincent on April17-21, 2009. The 
purpose ,,f the trip is to attend the Fifth Summit of the Americas and meet with government and non­
government officials regarding po1itical and economic developments, and gener~l bilateral relations 
with each country. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority of 31 
u.s.c. 1108(g). 

The travel will be conducted via military aircraft. It would be appreciated if officials of 
the Department would assist in making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~R~ 
Chairman 



.. 

~ongrtss of tbe ltnttell ~tattS) 
;l]out of l\tprtiitntatibts 
~ington, Jlte 20515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

March 18, 2009 

We urge you to cancel the OMB Circular A-76 privatization review of public works at the United 
States Anny Garrison, West Point. 

The A-76 program was shut down by Congress in the Omnibus Appropriations Act that the 
president signed into law earlier this ~onth because of longstanding concerns. Two Government 
Accountability Office (GAO) reports issued· last year detail how poor guidance from the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) had resulted in systematically overstated savings and understated 
costs as well as a disproportionately adverse impact on older, female and Afiican-American civil 
servants. As GAO noted, even after eight years. A-76 proponents are still unable to ''reliably assess 
whether competitive sourcing truly provides the best deal for the taxpayer.,. 

Moreover, the A-76 program raises concerns about compliance with the law. The Defense 
Appropriations bill for fiscal year 2009 limits multifunction OMB Circular A-76 privatization 
reviews, like the one of public works at West Point, to no longer than 30 months. The West Point 
A-76 privatization review was formally announced in September 2006, 30 months ago. However, 
an A-76 privatization review starts not at formal announcement-- but when preliminary planning 
begins. when money is first spent on hiring consultants and reassigning civil servants from their 
usual jobs. Indeed, this preliminary planning is actually required by the OMB Circular A-76. We 
understand that preliminary planning for the West Point public works privatization review actually 
began over seven years ago in 2002 and included at least five full-time civil servants. 

We are also concerned about compliance with the provision in the fiscal year 2008 Defense 
Authorization bill, which forbids the Department of Defense from carrying out competitive 
sourcing-related direction from OMB. Less than two months after enactment, West Point tried to 
utilize the prohibition by petitioning the Army for relief from carrying out the public works · 
privatization review. In its March 19, 2008 letter, the installation discussed a detailed plan for · 
internal reengineering of its public works functions that would be·"less disruptive" than the A-76 
privatization review, but yet "yield e:fficiency·and real savings," and thus be "a win-win for West 
Point and the West Point_community." Nevertheless, this petition was rejected. Even OMB during 

PRINTED ON FIECVCLEO PAPEF! 



the previous administration acknowledged that the A-76 process should not be considered the 
exclusive process for generating efficiencies when officials in July 2008 renamed competitive 
sourcing, calling it "commercial management," arid emphasized bus~ess process reengineering 
instead of contracting out. 

This privatization review is already well past the 30 month limitation imposed in law, which means 
that the actual costs likely exceed any savings. In addition, West Point is prepared to achieve a 
satisfactory resolution that benefits taxpayers and the West Point community. We in Congress 
have already recognized the failure ofOMB Circular A-76 privatization reviews by eliminating 
them. Today, we strongly urge you to cancel the West Point public works OMB Circular A-76 
privatization review. 

~~ 
MAURICE ~~~y a-

ember of Congress 

Sincerely, 



CHARLES B. RANGEL 
15TH CONGRESSIONAl DISTRICT 

NEWYOAI< 

CO .. MITIEE: 

WAYS AND MEANS 

JOINT COMMITTEE 
ON TAXATION 

CHAIRMAN 

C!Congrtii~ of tbt llntttb ~tatt~ 
f!}o~e of 1\tpr~tntatibt£' 

March 3, 2009 

Mr. Christian Marrone 
Acting Assistant Secretary I Legislative Affairs 
Department of Defense 
1300 De,fense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Marrone: 

To carry out my Congressional duties in the area of national defense, I am 
seeking your assistance in receiving information regarding the stationing of 
U.S. troops at U.S. military installations overseas. 

In view of plans for changes in troop deployments in Iraq and Afghanistan 
announced by President Obama, this information would be helpful to me in 
understanding the President's plans in the larger worldwide context. 

Therefore, I would appreciate a comprehensive report from DoD listing all 
military bases abroad where U.S. troops are stationed, the number of troops 
at each installation, and the cost of maintaining each of these bases. 

In view of the urgency of this request, I would appreciate a personal 
response as soon as possible. If the information cannot be made public, I 
would be willing to schedule a personal classified briefing in an appropriate 
venue on Capitol Hill. 

CBR/em 

GEORGE A. DALLEY 
CHieF OF STAFF 

JAMES E. CAPEL 
DISTIUCT DIRECTOR 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

D 2354 RAYBURN tiOUSE OfFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051 !;-32U 

TELEPtlONE: (202) 225-4365 

DISTRICT OFfiCE 

FAX: (202f 225-<l816 PLEASE RESPOND To OFFICE CHEClCED 

0 163 WEST 125TH STREET 

NEW YOR•. NY 10027 
TEt.EPHONE: {212) ~900 

fAX: (212f 663-<1277 



JEFF MILLER 
1ST 01STR1CT, FLORIOA 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON T£RROAISM, 

UNCONVEIHIOIIIAL THREATS AND CAPAB1Un£S 
IIANKINCI--

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
SuBCOMMIDEi ON 

OVERSIGHT AND INVESTIGATIONS 
RANKINCI .. MJIII 

QC:ongre~~ of tbe llnlteb ~tate9' 
J(JoUS't of l\eptr!tntatibn 

Qlasbington. Ill£ 205l5 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

The Honorable William Lynn 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary L~ 

March 17, 2009 

WASHINGTON OfFICI;: 

2439 RAVBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20!;15 

12021226-4136 

DISTRICT OFACES: 

4300 SAVOU BOULEVARD 
Surro 13 

PENSACOLA, R. 32503 
18!501479-1183 

348 s.w. MIRACLE Sll!IP PARKWAV 
Su1n24 

FoRT WALTON BEAC«, Fl32548 
18501 fl64.-126G 

h~i-......... ,_ 

Toll Free: 1-811G-3e'7-1114 

I am writing to you regarding the need for an overpass on State Road (SR) 85 at 
Eglin Air Force Base, near the 7th Special Forces Group (SFG) cantonment area. SR 85 
is the only highway connecting southern Okaloosa County with northern Okaloosa 
County. Today's daily commute traffic is already at the top end of capacity. The Air 
Force decision for beddown of the BRAC-mandated move of the 7th SFG results in 
1macceptable degradation of traffic flow. 

I have been advised that the Army, Air Force, SOCOM, and the 7th Special Forces 
Group all have identified the need for this overpass. In addition, I am told that no Service 
has progtammed for this overpass in the Future Year's Defense Plan (FYDP). This is 
especially disappointing given that it will take emergency programming action if we are 
to have any hope of completing this BRAC related requirement by the fall of 2011. 

I've written the relevant officials in the Army, Air Force and SOCOM and I 
hope that you are able to direct these officials to coordinate so that emergency 
prosramming action for the SR 85 overpass is generated as soon as possible. As Qfnow, 
the Services cannot agree on a plan, and your involvement in this issue is necessary and 
would be much appreciated. 

With warm personal regards, I am, 

PRINll:D ON RECVCI.ED PAPER 



CHAftU~S B.1RA~GEL 
15TH CoNGIOE6810NAl Dum•cr 

NEWYOOU< 

COMM~nt;E: 

WAYS AND MEANS 

JOINT COM MimE 
ONTAXAnON -

C!ongress of tbt 1tntteb ~tates 
Jjouse of 1\epnsrntatib~ 

March 13, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

X ~ :writimz ta_9ffer my highest possible recommendation of (b) 
6
) 

[~~~[_~=- ~== Jfor a political appointment in your D artmen.._t.____,S,..,..h-e"'"!'h_as___.a 
wealth ·of experience· in the Department of Defense. <b><6> is most 
interested .in, and ~ a background that qualities· her highly for positions in the 
areas of personnel · lie , smalf business utilization.· diversity management and 
equal opportunity. < 6 combined Federal government and Political 
Appointee career gpans more than 20 years in the Department of Defense (DoD), 
serving in Office of the Secretary ·of Defen'se' arid the ·Department ·of the Air Force 
(resume enclosed). 

I have known since 1998 when she joined my Washington 
Congressional office as a Brookings Institution Legislative Fellow through a 
highly c~mpetitive program while employed in DoD, Office of th~ Und~r 
S~retary. of Defense (Personnel and Readiness). At that time she served as Equal 
Employment Manager, Office of the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defenie 
(Equal Opportunity). Upon leaving my office she returned to the Department as a 
political appointee, serving as Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for 
Civilian and Military Equal Opportunity. 

As you can see, 6 has ·had· a long and distinguished career. Her 
professional credentials and · experience · in the · Department · of ·Defense, 
specifically, Office of the Under · Secretary . of Defense for · Pet'SOnnel and 

. Readiness; · ~d Office of the Secretary of tlie Air Force, supports and enslires that 
she could hit the ground running, .immediat~Iy · assumihg' important and critical 
duties Within the Department. · · 

GEOAGE A. DALLEY 
ClEf Of STAfF 

JAMES E. CAPEL 
OISTIIICT DftCTOR 

WA.SHINGTO"'' OHICE Do$TAICT 0mcE 

0 2364 RAY11tJMN Hovse OfFla BuolOtHG 

WA.SI .. NGTON, DC 20515-3215 
TElEPHONE: (2021 226-4365 
FAX: (202) 225-(1816 PLEASE RESI'ONo To o...a CHEa<Eo 

0 163 WE$1" 125"' STREET 
NEW Y.-. NY 10027 
TELEPHONE: (212) 66J.-l900 
fA)(: (2121663-4277 



. ( 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
March 13, 2009 
Page2 

I cannot speak highly enough off(b)(S) I She has been at times advisor and 
.CQordinator of The Charles B. Rangel International Affairs Program, now 
institutionalized in the State Department. As a result of her work currently 30 
Fellows are now assigned as Foreign Service Officers to U.S. Embassies around 
the world, and will soon bt} joined ·by another .30 Fellows who are completing 
their graduate school studies, and in the pipeline for service in the diplomatic 
corps. 

It is (b)(S) record that makes me so ·confident of the great job she bas 
done for your Department and would do again, upon returning to the Department 
of Defense. rve personally seen her in action. Nothing would make me more 
proud than to see her serve again as a contributing member of your DoD team. 

Enclosure: 
Resume 

cc: n Gips 
Assistant to the President 
& Director of Presidential Personnel 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P MUIITIIA. PENNSVLVAN\11. 
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTOtl 
AI.AN 8 MOLLOHAN. WEST VIRGINIA 
MNICY KAI'TIJR, OHIO 

JERRY LEWIS, CAUFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG. FLORIDA 
HAROI.D ROGERS. KENTUCKY 
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 

PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA 
NITAM. LOWEV, NEW VORK 
JOSE E. SERRANO. NEW VORK 
ROSA L D•tAURO, CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA 

[Ongrcss of tht tinitnl ~tatrs 
ROONEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOLT. AlABAMA 
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS 

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS 
ED PASTOR. ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PRICE. NORTH CAROI.INA 
C1£T EDWARDS, TEXAS 
PAmiCK J. KENNEDY. RHOOE ISLAND 
MI>.URICE D. HINCHEY, NEW VOOK 
lUCillE ROVBAL~AlLA~D, CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA 
JESSe L. JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS 
CAROL 'I'N C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
AllEN BOYD. FLORIDA 
CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN A. ROTHMAN. NEW JERSfV 
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR .. GEORGIA 
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS 
BARBARA lEE. CAliFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA 
BETTV ~'!<;COLLUM, MINNESOT,O. 
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW YORK 
nM RYAN, OHIO 
C-A •oUTCH" FIUPPfRS8eRGEfl, MARYLAND 
BEN- CHANot.E~. KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. FLORIDA 
CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS 
LINCOLN DAVIS. TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAFl COLOOADO 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear. Mr. Secretary: 

iA.ousr of Rrprmtntatiom 
ltommittct on appropriations 
Washington, f)[ 20515-60J5 

March 20, 2009 

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHNAIINEVCULHERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN """'· ILLINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER. TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEXANDER. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
J0 BONNER. ALMIAMA 
STEVEN C. LAnDURETTE. OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

ClERK AND STAFF DIFIECTOR 
BEIIERL Y PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
12021 225-2711 

In accordance with the provisions of Section 202(b ), Public Law 601, ?fJh Congress (codified at 
2 U.S. C. §72 a (b)), this Staff has been directed by the Committee on Appropriations to make an 
inquiry of the Department of Defense to determine if the Antide:ficiency Act was violated when it 
requested funds within the Army. 

Please designate an appropriate point of contact to arrange for obtaining the data pertinent to this 
inquiry and notify my office by telephone within five business days of the receipt of this letter. If 
there are any questions regarding this matter, I can be contacted on (202) 225-3881. 

-

cc- Comptroller of the Department ofDefense 
cc - Secretary of the Army 

Sincerely yoUrs, -

Dcwli t~tt: {~g~ 
David M. Pomerantz 
Director 
Swveys and Investigations Staff 
House Committee on Appropriations 



IKE SKELTON, MISSOURI, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN SPRATT, SOUTH CAROLINA 
SOLOMON P. ORTIZ, T£)(.6.5 
GENE TAYLOR, MISSISSIPPI 
NEll ABERCROMBIE, HAWAII 
MARTY MEEHAN, MASSACHUSETTS 
SILVES~E REVES, TV<AS 
VIC $111YDER, ARKANSAS 
ADAM SMITI-i, WASHINGTON 
LORETTA SANCHEZ. CALIFORNIA 
MIKE MciNTYM, NORTH CAROLINA 
ELLEN 0. TAUSCHER, C-'LJFOANIA 
ROBERT A BRADY, PENNSYLVANIA 
ROBERT ANDFIEWS, NEW JERSEY 
SUSAN A. DAVIS, CALIFOftNlA 
RICK LARSEN. WASHINGTON 

HOUSE COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

Ut.~. l$oufit of l\tprtfientatibts 
~ingto~ JB(: 20515-6035 

JIM COOPER, TENNESSEE 
JIM MARSHA~, GEORGIA 
MADELEINE 2. BORDALLO. GUAM 
MARK E. UDALL COLORADO 
CAN BOREN, OKLAHOMA 
BRAD ELLSWORTH, INDIANA 
NANCY BOYDII. KANSAS 
PATRICKJ. MURPHY, PENNSYLVANIA 
HANK JOHNSON, GEORGIA 
CAROL SHEA·f"OfiTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
JOE COURTNEY, CONNECTICUT 
~VIO LOE6SACK.IOWA 
K~TEN E. GIWBRAND, NEW YORK 
JOE SESTAK, PENNSYLVANIA 
ClAIIAIELLE GIFFORD$, ARIZONA 
EWAH E. CUMMINGS. MARVLAN0 
KENDRICK B. MeEK, FLORIDA 
KATHV CASTOA, FLORIDA 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ONE HUNDRED TENTH CONGRESS 

March 25, 2009 

PUNCAN ttJNTEFL CAUFOINA 
JIM SAXTDI't. NEW J~SEY 
JOHN M. MoHVGH, NEW YORK 
TERRY EVERETT, ALAEIAIAA 
ROSCOE G. BARTLETT. MARYlAND 
HOWAIIl P. "BUCI<" McKEON, CALIFORNIA 
MAC THORNBERRY, TEXAS 
WALTER ll JONES, NORTH CAROLINA 
ROBIN HAYES, NOftllt CAROLNA 
KEN CALVERT, CAI.J'ORNIA 
JOANN DAVIS. VIRGINIA 
W. TODD AKIN, MISSOURI 
J, FIANDY FORBES, VIAGINIA 
JEFf MILI.fR. FLORIDA 
JOE WILSON, SOU'I>I CA~OUNA 
FRANK A. LoiiiONDO, foEti JERSEY 
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA 
ROB BISHOP, UTAH 
MICHAEL TUJINER, OliO 
JOHN KUNE, MINNESOTA 
CANDICE S. MIUEII, MICHIGAN 
PHIL GINGII1Y, GEORGIA 
MIKE ROGERS. ALABAMA 
TRENT FRANKS, ARIZONA 
THElMA DRAKE. VIRGINIA 
CA'THY McMORRIS RODGERS. WASIINGTON 
K. MICHAEL CONAWAY, TEXAS 
GEOFF DAVIS.IWNTUCKY 

ERIN C. CONATON, STAFF DIRECTOR 

You are invited to designate a witness or witnesses to testify before tlle House Armed 
Services Committee on Measuring Value and Efficiency: How to Assess the Performance of the 
Defense Acquisition System on Wednesday, Aprill, 2009 at 7:30AM in rodm 2212 Rayburn 
House Office Building. . 1 

I 
I 

Committee Rule 13 provides that witness statements must be deliv¢r~ to the committee 
at least 48 hours in advance of the hearing to facilitate distribution to the merttbers. Therefore, it 
is requested that 120 copies of your prepared statement be delivered to room ~ 120 Rayburn 
House Office Building by the morning of Monday, March 30, 2009. In addition, consistent with 
the House rules requirement to make materials from hearings electronically aivailable to the 
general public, Committee Rule 13 requires that witness statements be provi4ed to the committee 
in electronic form. This request may be satisfied by a transmittal via e-mail tb Alicia Haley at 
alicia.haley@mail.house.gov. 

I appreciate your willingness to designate a witness or witnesses toi'a~pear before the 
committee and look forward to your department's testimony. Should you have any questions, 
please contact Andrew Hunter on the committee staff at (202) 225-6703 or a~ 
Andrew .Hunter@mail.house.gov. 

IS:cd 

Very truly yours, 

ROBERT ANDREWS 
Chairman 

I I 

I 



IKE SlELTON, MISSOURI, CHAIRMAN 
JOliN SPRATT. SOUTH CAROLINA 
SOLOMON P. ORTIZ. TEXAS 
GENE TAYLOR, MISSISSIPPI 
NtiL A8ERCROio4BIE. HAWAII 
SILVE.SlJIE REVES, TEXAS 
VIC SNYDER, ARKANSAS 
!,OAM SMITH. WASHINGTON 
LORETIA SANCHEZ, CAt.IFOftNIA 
MIICE MciNTYRE, NORTH CAROLINA 
ELLEN 0. TAUSCHER, CAUFORNIA 
ROBERT A. BRADV, PENNSYLVANIA 
ROBERT ANDREWS. NEW JERSEY 
SUSAN A. DAVIS. CALIFORN"' 
JAMES R. LANGEVIN, RHODE ISLAND 
RlCK LARSEN, WASHINGTON 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

&.~. -oue of B.tpregentaUbtS 
ataibington, Ia~ 20515-6035 

JIM COOPER. TENNESSEE 
JIM MARSHALL, fiEORGtA 
MAOELEINE Z- BOAOALLO, GUAM 
BRAD EULSWQRTH, INDIANA 
PATRICK J. MURPHY, PENNSYLVANIA 
HANK JOt.INSON, GEORGIA 
CAROL SHEA-PORTER. NEW HAMPSHIRE 
JOE COURTNEY. CONNECTICUT 
DAVID IOEBSACK. IOWA 
Joe SESTAK. PENNSYLVANIA 
GABRIELLE GIFFORDS, ARIZONA 
NIKI TSONGAS, MASSAD-IUSIETTS 
CllENN NYE. VIRGINir. 
""ELLIE PINGREE. MAINE 
LARRY KISSEl..l., NORTH CAROUNA 
MARTIN HEINRICH. NEW MEXICO 
FRANK Ill. KAATOVIL. Jlt, MARYLAND 
ERIC J.J. MASSA, NEW YOFIK 
BOB6Y BRIGHT. ALABAMA 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

March 26, 2009 

JOHN M. McHUGH. NEW YORK 
ROSCOE G. BARlLETT. MAAVLAND 
HOWARD P. "BUCK• MeKEON, CAUFORMA 
MAC THORNBERRY. TEXAS 
WALTER a JONES. NORTH CAROLINA 
w. TODD AKINI MISSOURI 
J. RANDY FORBES. VIRGINIA 
JEFF MILLER. R.ORDA 
JOE WLSON, SOUTH CARCUNA 
FRANK A. Lo~ONDO, NEW JEIISEV 
ROB BISHOP, UTAH 
MICHAEL TUIINER. OHIO 
JOHN KLINE, MINNESOTA 
MIKE ROGERS. ALABAMA 
TRENT FRANKS, ARIZONA 
BA.L SHUSlER. PENNSYLVANIA 
CATHY McMORRIS RODGeRS, WASHINGTON 
K. MICHAEL CONr.WAY, lEXAS 
DOUO LAMBORN, COLOIIIIDO 
R08 WITTMAN, VIRGINIA 
MAAY FALUN, OKLAHOMA 
DUNCAN HUNTER. t:ALIFORNIA 
JOHN C. R.EMIN(l,LOUISIANA 
MIKE COFFMAN. COLORADO 
lHOMAS J. ROONEY# FLORIDA 

ERIN C. CONATON, STAFf DIRECTOR 

Since the Eisenhower Administration, it has been the policy of the gpvemment that it 
should not compete with its citizens. That policy is outlined in the Office ofManagement and 
Budget Circular A-76, which governs all public-private competitions to potentially outsource 
work to the private sector. Originally, the A-76 process was intended to be used as a tool to 
determine the most competitive and efficient source for performing "comma:raial" work - either 
in the public or private sector. However, it became almost a mandate in recent years for pushing 
more and more work into the private sector, even work that is closely associated with inherently 
govenunental functions, in order to meet arbitrary competition goals. 

The House Armed Services Committee has taken several steps to mitigate the undue 
burdens on the Department of Defense. In response to a congressional mandate, the Department 
of Defense Inspector General reviewed the military services' A-76 program~. :In its interim 
report (April 22, 2008) the DOD Inspector General noted that: 

• The Army is undergoing many efforts that impact competitive sourcing 
planning, such as Base Realignment and closure, growing the Army, and the 
war. 

• The Air Force feels ''pressure in the budget to conduct" privatization studies. 
These findings were reaffirmed in the final report of December 15, 2008. 

Furthermore, The Fiscal Year 2009 Omnibus Appropriations Act includes a one year 
govemment~wide moratorium (section 737) on beginning or announcing any A-76 studies. 

Many of the Department's A-76 studies have dragged on far beyond the time limits 
authorized in the 2003 revised Circular A-76, as well as those imposed by s1atute. This creates 
an unfair strain on the federal employees whose jobs are being competed, as well as the 
contractors who have submitted bids for the work. In many cases, an individual service has 
requested a cancellation - either because the installation is seeking an alternative approach or 
because the original study was not appropriate """" only to be denied by the Department. 



Secretary Gates 
March 26, 2009 
Page2 

We are aware that the Deputy Undersecretary ofDefense (Installations and Environment) 
in a letter to many members of Congress, reaffirmed the competitive sourcing policy that was set 
in place by the 2001 President's Management Agenda; this is the same official who advocated so 
strongly for competitive sourcing within the Department during the Bush Administration. 

In light of the President's memo (dated March 4, 2009), as well as concerns raised by the 
military services, we urge you to immediately halt any pending A-76 studies as well as the 
initiation or announcement of any A-76 study, and to rescind the 2008 competitive sourcing 
policy memo. This will allow the Administration and Congress time to conduct a comprehensive 
review of the Department's A-76 program and to determine the best course for moving forward 
with a sound competitive sourcing policy. 

We request a prompt response to this letter. 

Sincerely, 

House Armed Services Committee 

IS: cg 

~~OrlL~ 
SOWMON P. ORTIZ 
Chairman 
Readi~ess Subcommittee 

I • 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

March 18, 2009 

This letter will authorize Ms. Jennifer Stewart, Senior Policy Advisor to the 
Republican Leader, to travel with Senate Codel Kyl to Israel, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and 
Turkey during the approximate period of April4-13, 2009. The purpose of the trip is to 
address issues of terrorism, defense, and national security. 

It would be appreciated if the Department ofDefense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Navy escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of 
funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

n-rv~ 
NANCY PELOSI 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentati ves 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P. MURTHA. PENNSYLVANIA 
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHit.IGTON 
ALAN B. MOlLOHAN, WEST VAGINIA 
...... CY KAPTUR, OHIO 
PETER J. YISCLOSI(Y.INDIAt.IA 
NITA M. LOWEY. NEW YORK 
JOS! E. SERRANO, NEW YOIII< 
ROSA L DeLAl/RO, CONNEcnCuT 
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA 

Q:ongrms of tht tlnitfd iJ tatrs 
JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS 
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CAROUNA 
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS 
PATRICK J. KENNI'DY, fii<ODE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
LUCILLE ROY8Al.-AUARD, CAUFDFINIA 
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L JACKSON, JR .. ILUNOIS 
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOVll, FLORIDA 
CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. FIOTHUAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD 0. BISHOP. JR .• GEORGIA 
MARKlN BERRY, ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE. CALFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF. CALIFORNIA 
MICIIAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLLUM. MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN. OHIO 
C.A. "DUTCH" RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND 
BEN CHANDLER. KENTUCI(Y 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN 5CHUllZ, FlORIDA 
CIRO ROORII>UE2, TEXAS 
LINODLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR. COLORADO 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Secretary; 

!\ou.s£ of Rtprtsmtatiots 
~mmittte on 2lpproprtations 
'll)[)ashington, Ba:: 20515-6015 

March 19, 2009 

JEIIflY LEWIS, CAUFOfiNIA 
C. W. BilL VOUt.IG, FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS. KENTUCKY 
FRANK R. WQLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON. GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FRELINGHIMIEN, NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAHHT, KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, 'Oft/A 
ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, AlABAMA 
JO ANN EMERSON. MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER. TEXAS 
MICHAEL IC. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CUL8ERSON. TEXAS 
MAliK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHB!iRG, MONT-'NA, 
JOHN ft. CARTER. TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEXANDER. LOUISIAr-..A 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
JO BONNER. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE. OklAHOMA 

CLERIC AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
BE~ERLV PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
12021 225-277l 

. Authorization is hereby granted to Representative Ken Calvert and Ms. Jennifer 
Miller •. Mr. Jeff Shockey and Mr. Tom McLemore, professional staff members of the 
Comrmttee on Appropriations, to travel on official business to Stuttgart, Wiesbaden and 
Frnr.Y.fur., Germany and Vienn~ Austria during the approximate time period of April 4-
10,2009. The purpose of this trip is to review matters relating to classified programs and 
counter-terrorism operations and activities. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall 
be paid from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under 
authority 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

It will be apPreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in 
making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted 
via commercial transportation. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Chainnan 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

March 24, 2009 

This letter will authorize Dr. Kay King, Director of the Office of 
Interparliamentary Affairs, to join the Committee on Foreign Affairs Codel Berman to 
India, Pakistan, Cyprus, and Italy during the approximate period of Aprill3-21, 2009. 
The pwpose of the trip is to engage dialogue with Pakistani and Indian officials regarding 
counter-terrorism, foreign assistance, and nuclear cooperation. 

It would be appreciated ifthe Department of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Air Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

Thank you in advance foryo\rrprompt.attention to this matter . 
. 

Sincerely, 

,Cb.:L~ 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P. MURTHA, PEN..,.SVLVAMA 
NORM ... N D. DICKS, WASHINGTON 
ALAN 8. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA 
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO 
PET£R J. VISCLOSKV, INDIANA 
NITA M. LOWEV, NEW YORK 
JOS~ E. SERRANO. NEW YORK 
ROSA L. D<LAURO, CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MORAPl. VIRGINIA 

[Ongrrss of thr tinitcd ~tatcs 
JOHN 'fY. OLVER. MASS~USETTS 
SO PASTOR, ARIZONA 
DAVID E. Pille£, NORTH CAROUNA 
CHET EDWARDS. TEXAS 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHOD£ ISLAND 
MAURICC D. HINCHI:Y, NEW YORK 
LUOLL.E ROYSAL-ALI..ARD, CAUfoOANIA 
SAlol FAAR, CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L. JACKSON, J~., ILUNOIS 
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYD. FLORIDA 
CHAKA FATTAH. PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NE.W JERSEY 
SANFORD 0. BISHOP. JR., GEORGIA 
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA 
A0AM SCHIFf=, CA.UFOA:NIA 
MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA 
BETTY MCCOLLUM. MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YOIIK 
TIM RYAN, OHIO 
C.A. 'DUTCH" RUPPERSSERGER, MARYLAND 
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. flORIDA 
CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS 
LINCOLN OAVIS, TENNESSEE 
JOHN T SALAlAFI. COlORADO 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

!1\ousc of 'Rtprcsrntatiot.s 
~mmittcc on appropriations 
i!Dashington, 19(1: 20515-6015 

March 24, 2009 

JERRY UEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BIUL YOUNG. FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROGER&, KENTUCKY 
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN. NEW JERSEY 
TODO TWIRT. KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, laNA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA 
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSO\JRI 
KAY GRANGER, TElCAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBI'RSON. TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIIK, LUNOlS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG. MONT ... NA 
JOHN R. CAATER, TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANDER. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT. CALIFORNIA 
JO BONi\ER. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
j20ll22&-2771 

Authorization is hereby granted to Christopher White and Linda Pagelsen, staff members 
of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel during th~ approximate time period of March 31 -
April I, 2009, to Willow Grove, Pellllsy~vania. The purpose of this trip is to conduct intelligence 
oversight on classified programs. 

Per diem expenses of not to exceed $109 per day, or the rate specified for High Cost 
Geographical Areas, whichever is higher, plus transportation and other authorized costs, shall be 
paid from appropriations available under Public Law 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 11 08(g)) for 
examination of estimates in the field. 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via 
automobile. 

Sincerely, 

Chainnan 

IIIII 
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• longrtli of tbt Onfteb $States 
l(touse of 1\epte-entatibtJ 
a.tlington. 18( 205\5 

The Honorable Robert C. Gates 
Sect'Ctary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

March 30, 2009 

The Honorable Brie K. Shinseki 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
810 Vermont Ave NW 
Washington, DC 20420 

bear Secretary Gates and Secretary Shinseki: 

The establishment of a Vision Center of Excellence (VCB) for the prevention, diagnosis, 
mitigation. treatment. and rehabilitation ofmiliwy eye injuries was authorized by the 
FY2008 National Defense Autholization Act (NDAA) (PLl 00-131 Section 1623). This 
legislation established the VCE as a joint Department of Defense (DoD) and Department 
of Veterans Affairs r-; A) program to improve the care of American military personnel 
and veterans affected by combat eye trawna and to aid those suffering from vision loss 
and. vision anomalies. 

Despite the legislative mandate, ~urea.ucratic problems have hindered any significant 
progress toward tht establishment of the VCE. A Director for the VCE. Colonel Donald 
Gagliano, and a VA Deputy Di.J:ector ofVCE, Dr. Claude Cowan. were belatedly 
appointed as recently as November 2008. Cun"Cndy, these two officials are working with 
virtually no office space. few resources. limited staffing, no organizational charter, and 
inadequate funding. 

According to the initial DoDN A estimates, approximately $5 million is needed to 
establish the VCE. According to Mateb 17, 2009 testimony to the HOuse Veterans 
Affairs Subcommittee ~ Oversight and Investigations. only $3 million had been 
identified by DoD for the VCE in FY2009. To date, only $7,000 has been spent on the 
VCE by DoD since November 2008. 

There is an ever increasing prevalence of combat eye trauma and "TBI visual dysfUnction 
among service ~embers, as well as increasing numbers of battle wounded who have 
.Penetrating direct eye tl"aUma and/or TBI-related visual complications. Review of DoD 
medical diagnostie repo11S demonstrates that approximately 4l970 Operation Iraqi . 
Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom servicememba-s were diagnosed with direct 
eye injuxies between September 2001 and October 2008. Data from the Defense 
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Veterans Brain Injury Center estimates that 70% of all TBI wounded scrvicemembcrs 
screened at Walter Reed Army Medical Center reported visual complain~. 

. . 
The prompt implement'ation of the VCE would allow our visually impaired wounded 
warriors to receive coo1·dinated specialized treatment and rehabilitation specifically · 
tailored to traumatic injury to the eye and visual neirvoqs sy~. We therefore 
respectfully request that both DoD and VA address thi! as a priority issue as soon as 
possible. 

This requires a concenn'8.ted effort by the DoD and VA to got the VCE on track. Most 
immediately, the DoD and VA must provide the $S million in funding for the remainder 
ofFY2009. Purthennore, the DoD and VA must oversee approval oftbe orgamzanonal 
structure and charter for the VCB •nd provide the appropriate sta.ffin& joint office space, 
and resources to begin full implementation ofVCE operations. 

. ' 

The establishment of the VCE is an unparalleled opportunity to dramatieally improy.e eye 
care· services for ow· nation •s s:crvicemcmbers and veterans. Thank you for your attention 
to this important matter. We look forward to working with. you in the tbturc in support of 
our wounded servicemembers and veterans. · 

Sincerely, _ 

!Wry'&ct ~ y.¢4rR 
Member of Congress 

~ ·~· 
MemberofC~§ Member of Cong~.-es:s 

. ' 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P. MURTHA,. PENNSYLVANIA 
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON 
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA 
MARCY I<APTUR, OHIO 
PETER J VISCLOSKY, I~OIANA 
NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK 
JOSE E. SE,.,.ANO, NEW YORK 
ROSA L. C.LAURO. CONNEC11CUT 
JAMES P. MORAN. VIRGINIA 
JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETIS 
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CAROLINA 
CHET EDWARDS, TUAS 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICE 0. HINCHEY. NEW VOR~ 
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALL.ARD, CALIFOftNIA 
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L. JACKSON. JR.,IUINOIS 
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
AlLEN BOVO. FLORIDA 
CHAKA FATIAH. PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN A.. FIOTHMAN, NeW JERSEY 
SANFORD D BISHOP. JR .. GECAGIA 
MARION 9ERRY. ARICA.NSAS 
SAFtSA.RA LEE, CAUFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF. CAliFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA. CALIFORNIA 
BEnY MCCOLLUM, MINNESCTA 
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YOAK 
TIM RYAN. OHIO 
C.A. •oUTCH~ RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND 
BEN CHANDLER. KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. FLORIDA 
CIAO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS 
UNCOLN DAVIS, TENNeSSEE 
JOHN T. SAlAZAR. COLORADO 

Q:ongrrss of thr llnitcd ~tatts 
i!Unsr of 'Reprtsmtatiors 

<rommittu on S!pproprtations 
iftlashington, 19~ 205J5-6015 

March 25, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

JERRY lEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. W. Bl.L YOUNG. FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY 
FIIMIK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN. NEW JE~SEV 
TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS 
ZACH WAUP. TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM. IOWA 
mlBERT B. ADERHOLT, AlABAMA 
JO ANN EMERSON. MISSOUIU 
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON. IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON. TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIRK, IWNOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS A. REHBERG. MONTANA 
JCHN R. CARTER. TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
JC BONNER. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C LATOURETTE, OHIO 
TOM COUE, OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOFI 

BEVERL 'f PHETO 

TEUEPHONE: 
(20Z) 22ti-2171 

Authorization is hereby granted to Representative Steve Israel, member of the 
Committee on Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period of Apri16, 

--- 2009 to Fort Bragg, 'North Carolina. The- purpose of this trip is to meet with Fort Bragg 
leadership to discuss wounded warrior care, suicide prevention, and mental health care. 

Per diem expenses of not to exceed $109.00 per day, or the rate specified for High 
Cost Geographical Areas, whichever is higher. plus transportation and other authorized 
costs, shall be paid from appropriations available under Public Law 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 
11 08(g)) for examination of appropriations estimates in the field. 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in 
making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted 
via commercial and/or military aircraft. 

Sincerely, 

~gu, 
Chairman 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CKAIRIIMN 
JOHN P. NURlllA. PENNSYLVANIA 
NORMAN 0. OICI<S. WASHINGTON 
ALAN B. 1\AOI.LOHAN, WESTVIIIGINIA 
MARCY I<JoPTUR, OtiiO 
PETER J. VISCLOS~Y. INDIANA 
NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK 
Jost E. SERRANO, NEW YORK 
ROSA L. DELAURO, CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MORAN, VIIIGINIA ~ngrrss of tht tinittd ~tatrs 
JOHN W. OL VEA, MASSACHUSf:TTS 
EO PASTOR, ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CAROUNA 
CHET EDWAll OS. TEXAS 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICE 0. HINCHEY. NEW YORK 
LUCILLE ROVBAL·ALLARO. CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARR, CALFOANIA 
JESS£ l. JACKSOt.l. JR. ILLINOIS 
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOVO, FLORIDA 
CHAKA FATIAH. PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN. NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR., GEORGIA 
MARION BERRY. ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA 
MICHIIEL HONDA. CAUFORNIA 
BETTY McOCLLUM. MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISfiAE.L, NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN. OHIO 
C.A. 'DUTCH" ftVfiPEAiSBERGER. MARYLAND 
REN CHANDLER, KENTUC[V 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. FLORIDA 
CIRO RODRIGUEZ. TEXAS 
UNCOLN DAVIS, ~NNESSEE 
JOliN T. SALAZAR. COLORAOO 

Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

iR.onsr: of 'Rrprr:smtatior.s 
ctnmmitttt on 2lpproprtations 
iOJashington, BQ: 20515-6015 

March 25, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS, CAUFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA 
HAIIOLD ROGERS. KENTUCI<V 
FRANK A. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
ROONEY P. FRELINClHUYSEN,I\EW JERSEY 
TODD TW11'il, KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM. IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOLT. AlABAMA 
JOANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER. TEXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMI'SON. IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEV CULBERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN ICIRK.ILLINDIS 
ANDER CREN~AW. FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBEI!G. MONT.At<A 
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS 
IIClDNEY ALEXANilER, LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVfRT, CAUFORNIA 
JO BONNER, ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. 1J. TOURETIE, 01110 
TOM OCLE, OICLAHOMA 

CLERKANOSTAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
(202) 225-W1 

Reference is made to my letter dated March 11,2009, granting authorization to the 
Honorable Ed Pastor and other Members of the Committee on Appropriations to travel to Brazil 
Ot.l April 3 -I 0, 2009. 

The purpose of this addendwn letter is to authorize spouses to accompany Members for 
reasons of protocol at no additional expense to the govenunent. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Chairman 
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DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, ClwFNAN 
JOHN P. MUATHA,. PENNSVLVANlA 
NORMAN D. OICKS. WASHINGTON 
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, W'ST VIRGINIA 
MARCY I(I.I'TIJII. OHIO 
PETfR J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA 
NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK 
JOS~ E. SERRANO. NEW YORK 
ROSA L D<lAURO. CO'INECTICUT 
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA 

(!ongrcr;s of thr tinitnl ~tatts 
JOHN W. OLVER. MASSACHUSETTS 
ED PASTCII, ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CAAOUNA 
CHEl EDWARDS. TEXAS 
PATRICK. J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HI'ICHEV, NEW YORK 
LUClllE ROYBAL-ALLARD. CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA 
JESSE l. JACKSON, JR., IlliNOIS 
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGA'I 
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA 
CHAKA FATIAH, PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. GEOfKliA 
MAAION BERRY, ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA 
AOAU SDftFF, CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLLUM. MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN, OHIO 
CA 'DUTCH" ftUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND 
BEN CHANDLE!I, KENTUCKY 
OEBBE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. FLORIDA 
CIAO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS 
LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SAl.AlAA, COLORADO 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

iA.ousr of 1Rrprrsmmtiors 
ctommittu on 5!pproprtations 
Washington, Bli 20515-6015 

March 26, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS, CAUFOANIA 
C. W. BILL V(JLJNG, FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS. Kl:NTUCKY 
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON. GEORGIA 
ROONEY P. FftELINGHUYSEN. NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAIIRT. KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM. IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA 

. JOANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER. TEXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIRI(.IUINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER. TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT. CAUFDRNIA 
JO BONNER. ALABAIIOA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
(202! 225-27n 

I make reference to my letter dated March 5, 2009, authorizing a delegation led by 
the Honorable Nita Lowey, to travel to Egypt, Jordan, Israel, and Ireland during the 
approximate time period of Aprill3-l9m, 2009. 

The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize the Honomble Steven 
Rothman, a Member of the Committee, as well as Nisha Desai-Biswal, Anne Marie 
Chotvacs, Kirstin Brost, and Alex Gillen, staff on the Committee, to travel with the 
delegation. 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in 
making necessary arrangements for this travel. The travel may be conducted via 
commercial and military aircraft. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

r-J=·~ 
David R. Obey 
Chairman 



MAR-31-2009 21:17 P.02 

IIIAICRITYIII!IIIIUII: 

G!MGE MILL&R, CALFDIIItA. c-. 

Dol.£ E. MLOI!E,.IIICHOSAN. 1o1ioo CII­
~II ..... VIIe.-JE!A.SEV 
IIOIIEIQ' 1.~ NIW..I5RilEY 
IIOIIPI'C.'_.IICOTT,-­
Ll'NN c. WQOI.Ie\", CAUI'ORNA 
RUae.t11N0.1Cl81..1El!M 
CARm.YII-, Nel'll'QIU( 

UI-TY­
HOWIIIID"·'.IIJCIC"IIIo!CI!ON,CALFORN..._ 

_.__,._ 
111011.*.S 1!. PEml VIIJ8C;Cft$1N 
PETIIIIICEIIIIIRA, IIICftiQNI 
MCIW!LN. <:MTIJ!. ~ 
-~ IICIJDER,­WNIQN.lEtiiERS.IIIC!iiGAN 
..urr BISUiiRT, IU.I'KliS 

JOHN P. TII!IIUIEY, YASUCH.JSETI'S 
DBINI$J.IWCINICH.OI-tl0 
DIMD1MJ.~ 
RUSHHOLT,-.ERSEV 

TQDORUIUI.l PUiM'$.11NNm..,_ 
JO«WIUICN. iiCIJTH CONll.INO 
JIHIIGJIE.-IISOl'A 

8U8lN A.OAIII&. CALRIIWil 
IWli,II.GRJ,IOI..I/A.ARIZa<io\ 

CA111V--1'8. W118HJNilTml 
TOll PlaCE, GEOfllllft. 

TIIICIIHY' K. IISHOP, -~ 
JOEIIliiTAK. PI!NNI't'I.IINIIA 
""VIt)~­
-HI~HAWIIII 

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR 
--.IJI'AH IIIII!TTBlmRI!, KI!NTUaa' 
8Al. CMIIDI'. LCUISIAWA 
TllMIIGCLJNI'OCI(. ~-
lli.INCN( D. HUHTER. eAU'QftHIA 

-~ •'NIRE. PENIIII'L-
Ptal. HARf.lWNOia 

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
2181 RAYBIAIN HOUSE OFFICE BUilDING 

01\VID P. Rail. TeN...-e 
G~-.l'&lllNII'II.VANIA 

'l'\oiETTI! D. CI.NIK!. Nl!!NVOIU( 
JOE cxx..mEY, CCINNICTICUT 

-~--~E ~L.-OHIO 
JMEDPQUS, CClLDRADD 
HUI.10NKO.-'I'ORK 
PIDROR. JIIEN.USI.~ ~lCO 
-KIIGW~SOIILAN, 

IILIIIARIAMMILAND8 
IIINA T111J$, NEll""" 

VIA FACSIMILE- 703-695-U19 
The H9norable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
VVasb~n,tH8 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6100 

March 31, 2009 

Authorization is b~by granted to thci Honorable Mazie K. Hirano to travel on a Congressional Delegation 
(CODEL) issued by the Committee on Foreign Affairs, led by Congressman Russ Carnahan to Egypt. 
Ethiopia, Cyprus and Lebanon on April 2-11, 2009. The purpose of the trip is to participate in 1he Inter­
Parliamentary Union's (lPU) i201h session in Addis Ababa, E1hiopia. The IPU's work focusing on human 
rights including ILO labor rights for organizing and collective bargaining and women • s iss110s ·including 
non-discrimination in employment and equal work. And the IPU mobilizes parliamentary action on a wide 
range of global issues, including 1llV I AIDS, migration, and development cooperation. 

It is requested that the Department of Defense to furnish such assistance, including transportation, as may be 
required to facilitate this trip. The expenditure of funds for payment and actual expenses and transportation is 
authorized pursuant to Title 31 U .S.C. 11 OS(g). Travel will be conducted by military and/or commercial aircraft up 
to business class, including foreign flag carriers when U.S. carriers are not available. The CODEL requests the 
U.S. Air Force liaison support to this Delegation. 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact David Beraka, Foreign Affairs Committee, at 202-
226-3328. Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

GM:ejh 
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QCongrti.U of tbt •nittb ~tate~ 
1lllait.Jington, J)( 20515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-4000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

March 23, 2009 

We strongly support moving forward with a pending rule addressing TRICARE reimbursement 
rates to hospitals serving military servicemen and women in rural areas, and we encourage the 
Department of Defense to once again take up consideration of this matter as soon as possible. 

We have a strong interest in niaintaining access to the highest quality health care for active military 
personnel, vete.rans, and their dependants. This is especially imporu.nt for those who require access 
to cate in rural areas. While TRICARE payment policies generally follow Medicare payment 
formulas, TRICARE reimbursements to Medicare Critical Access Hospitals (CAHs) have been 
historically lower than those of Medicare and Medicaid, in some cases nearly 20 percent lower. 
Critical Access Hospitals serve rural areas across the country, and this payment disparity is hindering 
their ability to continue providing care to their patients. 

A 2008 draft rule promulgated by the Department of Defense would increase TRICARE 
reimbursements to CAHs so that they are on par with current Medicare reimbursement rates. This · 
chan~ would bring relief to all Critical Access Hospitals, and pa:rticrularly those that serve a large 
numhet of military personnel, veterans and their dependents. Maintaining access to care in mtal 
areas is of critical importance at a time when our setvicemembets are returning home from Iraq and 
Afghanistan. We also note, however, that th.e rule omits !leVeral critical aspects of Medicare's 
reimbursement policy fot CAHs. We urge the Department of Defense to adopt Medicare's exact 
methodology for determining CAH reimbW'Sement for inpatient and outpatient care, including an 
exemption from the ''lesser of costs or charges" principle and mechanisms to provide interim 
payments and cost settlement. 

The Critical Access Hospitals ·Proposed Rule on ReimbUrsement was published in the Federal 
Register (Volume 73, Number 87) on May 5, 2008. and the public comment period closed on June 4, 
2008, It is our understanding that the Depart:meitt of Defense finalized the rule and sent it to Office 
of Management and Budget in October, but that no further action has been taken. In a 
memorandum issued by White House Chief of Staff Rahm Emanuel on January 20, 2009, the heads 
of &ecutive departments and agencies were instructed that 

"no proposed or final regulation should be sent to the Office of the Felll!lal Register (the 
"OFR'? for publication unless and until .it has been reviewed and approved by a department 
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or agency head appointed or designated by the President after noon on January 20, 2009, or 
in the case of the Department of Defense, the Secretary of Defense!' 

We recognize that the new Administration has an interest in reviewing those proposed regulations 
currendy under consideration. However, we believe publishing the final Critical Access Hospitals 
Rule on Reimbursement, with the critical modifications described above, is important to ensuring 
the health of rural Americans. We ask the Departm.ent of Defense to act expeditiously to move this 
rule fotward. 

We appreciate your consideration of this request. 

Mike Simpson 
Member of Congress 

W:monWJ-
Member of Congress 

.\;!.~ 
Rich Boucher 
Member of Congress 

t!/_~~~ 
Marion Berry 
Member of Congress 

Sincerely, 

tt-1~ .. , 
Rick Larsen 
Member of Congress 

Don Young 
Member of Congress 

£A;;..!)~ 
Member of Congress 

Member of Congress 



~~~~ 
Member of Congress 

~ti 
NottnDicks 
Member of Congress 

Jerry Moran 
Member of Congress 

~l/k-
Member of Congtess 

Leonard Boswell 
Member of Congress 

cc: The HonorableS. Ward Casscells, M.D., Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs 



otongress of tbe 'llnittb 6tatts 
J)ou•.e of !Upr.e•.entatibes 

Rlasbington, J)~ 20515 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

March 23, 2009 

We are greatly concerned by reports that the Airborne Laser (ABL) program is facing 
severe budget cuts or even tennination in the Fiscal Year 2010 Budget proposal. The 
ABL is America's premier directed energy effort and represents not only a tremendous 
potential for our nation's warfighters, but also for maintaining America's technological 
edge. It is critical to the future of our national security capabilities. For these reasons, 
we urgently request the ABL remain a robustly funded program. 

According to the Missile Defense Agency, the ABL provides a unique capability "to 
detect, track, target, and destroy ballistic missiles shortly after launch during the boost­
phase. Its revolutionary use of directed energy makes it unique among the United States· 
airborne weapon systems. with a potential to attack multiple targets at the speed of light 
with a range ofhundreds of kilometers." 

Our military warfighters agree that the ABL is essential for addressing many of the 
challenges facing our nation. General B.B. Bell, the former Commander of the United 
States Forces Korea, wrote in 2007, " ... from a warfighter's perspective, the ABL will be 
an important ingredient in our much needed and required layered missile defense 
capability for the Korean Peninsula. " This is a let:itimate capability our nation needs. 

As you know, the Airborne Laser began during the Clinton administration in the face of 
an increasing ballistic missile threat. Since that time, the proliferation of ballistic 
missiles has only grown. Today, outside ofRussia, China and our Western allies, there 
are 3,000 ballistic missiles around the world. That number is continuing to grow every 
year. As threats proliferate around the globe, the relevance and importance of the ABL as 
the nation's only fully designed boost-phase missile defense system will continue to 
increase. 



The ABL is perfotming well and is scheduled to shoot down a· boosting ballistic missile 
by the end of the year. Should the ABL be severely under-funded or canceled, the 
promise of speed-of-light and extreme precision in the hands of the warfighter will 
disappear, as will the fragile industrial base that supports it. In short, we will have 
wasted the resources that have been well invested since the Clinton administration. 

Again, we respectfully .request your support for the Airborne Laser program. 

Norm Dicks 
Member of Congress 

v. cJ'i'~ 
Todd Akin 

Member of Congress 

Sincerely, 

~~In'~ 
Kevin McCarthy 

Member of Congress 

~r~ 
Todd Tiahrt 

Member of Congress 

Member of Congress 

lint? ~~~ BU&Meieon 
Member of Congress 
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HOUSE C0l\1MITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
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JIM CDOPER. TENNESSEE 
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The Honorable Barack Obama 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

March 31, 2009 

JOl-IN M McHUGH, N£W YORK 
AOSCOE G BAFITI.ETl. MAR'ttAND 
HOWARO P. "BUCK .. McKEON. CALIFORNIA 
MAC THORNBERif>', TEXAS 
WALTEf; B. JONES. NORTH CAROLNA 
W. TOCD AKIN, MISSOURI 
J 1\ANOV FOAaES, VIRGINIA 
JEFI' MILLER. FU)RIOA 
JOE WILSON. SOUTH CAROLINA 
FRANK A loSIONOO. NEW JERSeY 
ROB BISHOP. VTAH 
MICH<IEL lURNER, OHIO 
JOHN KUNE. MINI\ESOTA 
MIKE ROGERS, ALA8AMA 
TRENT FRANKS. ARIZONA 
BILL. SHUSTER. PEI'INSYLVAN1A 
CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS, WASHINGTON 
K. MICHAEL CON,. WAY. U:XAS 
DOUG LAMBORN, OOUOFIIIDO 
"08 WIT"FMAN, VIRGINIA 
MARY FALUN, OKlAHOMA 
DUNCAN HUN1ER, CALIFORNIA 
JOHN C. FLEMING. LOUISIANA 
MIKE COFfMAN. COLORADO 
THOMAS J. ROON!Y, FLORIDA 

EFIIN C. CONATON. STAFF DIRECTOR 

As you are aware, recent news reports suggest that North Korea is imminently close to launching 
a long-range Taepodong ballistic missile that could reach the United States. The commander ofU.S. 
forces in the Pacific recently testified before our committee, .. We're ready to defend U.S. territory, our 
allies and our national interests if the president so directs." However, it remains unclear whether the 
administration has made any decision, based upon conunents made by your Secretary of Defense this 
weekend where he said the administration is, "not prepared to do anything about it." We respectfully 
encourage you to authorize our military commanders to employ our nation's missile defense system, 
should the United States or our allies be put at risk. 

These reports suggest, and senior officials within your administration have confirmed, that North 
Korea is loading a Taepodong rocket on its east coast launch pad. How~;:Ver, there is a great deal of 
uncertainty as to the purpose of this laWlch. Last week, the Director of National Intelligence said, 
"they're trying to use the rationale of a legitimate space launch for a missile, which is in its foundation a 
military missile." Adding to this uncertainty, three of our nation's top military commanders recently 
testified before our colleagues in the Senate that they couldn't be sure whether North Korea plans to 
launch a conununications satellite or test an Offensive missile. · 

The uncertainty surrounding this imminent launch is deeply disturbing considering the 
Taepodong missile has the potential range to strike Okinawa, Guam, Alaska, and Hawaii. Equally 
disturbing are reports that North Korea's progress in ballistic missile technology is benefiting Iran, as 
demonstrated in Tehran's recent satellite launch last month. The only certain issue is that North Korea 
continues to engage in missile proliferation. Furthermore, any such launch would explicitly violate 
United Nations sanctions and pose a provocative and destabilizing threat to the region and the American 
people. 

While we support diplomatic efforts by your administration to prevent such a launch from 
occurring, we also believe prudent steps can be taken to make use of our missile defense capabilities 
should the United States or our allies be put at risk. Our nation's top military generals recently testified 
before Congress that they believe our missile defense system is "effective" and has a .. high probability" 
of intercepting an incoming missile if they were commanded to do so. 

IIIII I 



President Obama 
March 31, 2009 
Page2 

At present, our global. integrated missile defense system consists of satellites, radar tracking 
sensors, ground-based interceptors in Alaska and California, J\egis missile defense ships, and Patriot 
batteries. We have worked closely with our Japanese and South Korean allies to leverage our respective 
missile defense capabilities for the joint protection of our countries and deployed forces. The military, 
commander responsible for the defense of our ,homeland recently said, "If we felt the North Koreans were 
going to shoot a ballistic missile at us today, I am comfortable that we would have an effective system 
that would meet that need." The military commander responsible for defending our forward-deployed 
forces and allies in the Pacific said we have an .. effective ballistic missile-defense system.,. 

Recent reports suggest that Japan has authorized its military to shoot down any debris from the 
North Korean rocket that might fall towlll"d its territory. Given the confidence our military commanders 
have expressed in our missile defense system, we respectfully encourage you to make a similar decision. 
We also ask for your response as to what plans and preparatory measures your administration is taking 
should the North Korean rocket endanier the United States or our allies. 

Mr. President, we appreciate your attention to this serious matter. Our nation is faced with a 
challenging set of circumstances and we believe that by leveraging all tools of national power we can 
increase the safety and security of the American people and our allies. 

Jo ~!!;;~¥ 
Ranking Member 

cc: Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates / 
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton 
Admiral Michael Mullen 

Sincerely, 

Michael Turner 
Member of Congress 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

!tousr or 'RQlrtstntatlors 
[Ommittet on appropriations 
{l)ashington, Bet 205l5-60J5 

April 1 , 2009 

JeRRY LEWIS, CAUFORNIA 
C. W. BIU YOUNG. FlORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS. KENTUCKY 
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON. GoORGIA 
ROONeY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAHIIT. IV<NSAS 
ZACH WAMP. TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM. IOWA 
ROEICRT 8. AOERHOL T, ALABAMA 
JD ANN EMERSON. MISSOURI 
IV<Y GRANGER, TEXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CUUIEASON. TEXAS 
MARK STE\/eN KIRK, ILUNOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW. FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG. liiONTANI\ 
JOHN A. CARTER. TEKAS 
ROONEY ALEXANDER. LOUISIANA. 
KEN CALVERl", CALIFORNIA 
JO BONNER. ALA8AUA 
STEVEN C. LA TOUAETTE. OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAFF lllftECTOR 
BEVERL V PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
1202) 2ll5-!771 

Reference is made to my letter dated February 20,2009, granting authorization to the 
Honorable Barbara Lee and the Honorable Carolyn C. Kilpatrick, members of the Committee on 
Appropriations, to travel to Cuba on Apri13-8, 2009. 

The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize John Blazey, a staff member of the 
Committee on Appropriations, to participate in this traveL 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~0~ 
Chainnan 

Ill~ 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

11\ou.s£ of 'Rqntsmmtiots 
~mmittu on gpproprtations 
'IDashington, 1Btt 205J5-60J5 

March 30, 2009 

JERIIV LEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG. FLORIDA 
RALPH REGULA. !HO 
HAROLD ROOEAS. K~CKY 
FRANK R. WOLF, VfiGINIA 
JAMES T. WALSH, NEW YORK 
DAVID L HOBSON, OHIO 
JOE KNOI.l.ENBERG, MICHIGAN 
JACIC KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUVSEN. NEW JERSE't' 
TODD llA~T. KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, TEI'INI;SSEE 
TOM LATHAM, I(TWA 
ROBER1 a. ADSAHOL T, ALABAMA 
J0 ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS 
JOHN E. PElaiSON, PENNSYLVANIA 
VIRGIL H. 00001:, JR .. VIRGINIA 
RAVLAHCIOD, IUINOIS 
DAVE WELDON. FLOIIIDA 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSOI'I.IIWIO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON. TEXAS 
MARK SlEIIEN KIRK. ILUNDIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW. FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTAIIIA 
JOHN R. CAATER, TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEXANDER.I.OUlSIANA 
~EN CALVERT,CAl.IFORNIA 
JO BONNER, ALABAMA 

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
ROB NABORS 

TEI.S'HONE: 
IZ02)225-2nl 

Reference is made to my letter dated February 20, 2009, granting authorization to the 
Honorable Barbara Lee and other Members of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel to 
Cuba on April 3-8, 2009. 

The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize the use of a commercial chartered 
plane between Miami, FL and Cuba, if military aircraft is unavailable. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~.~ 
Chairman 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
100 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 

I am writing to request an update on the current status of the implementation of the 
Defense Incident-Based Reporting System (DIBRS), Specjfically, I am interested in knowing 
whether the Department of Navy Criurinal Justice Information System (DONCllS) is finally 
operational and reporting to DIBRS. 

I am sure you will agree that the collection of statistics and data is crucial to learning how 
many sexual assaults and other crimes are occurring in the United States military. Despite the 
clear need for a well-ftmctioning system for reporting such crimes, implementation ofDmRS is 
long overdue. As you know, Congress enacted the Unifoim Federal Crime Reporting Act (P.L. 
1 00-690) in 1988, which requires federal agencies and departments, including DoD, to report 
crime data to the Justice Department. The law also aeated the National Incident-Based 
Reporting System (NIBRS). In 1996, the Under Secretary ofDefense for Personnel and 
Readiness issued Directive 7730.47, concerning the creation ofDIBRS. However, twenty one · 
years have passed since the passage of the Unifonn Federal Crime Reporting Act and DIBRS has 
yet to be completed. 

This issue has been a concern of mine for some time, and I am disappointed by the 
ongoing delay of such an important system. At a meeting on November 19, 2004, with then 
Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Program Integration Jeanne Fites and John Awtrey, 
Director of OUSD Law EnfoiCement Policy and Support, I was told that all the services would 
be integrated into DffiRS by mid-2005. On August 9, 2005, I received a letter from Under 
Secretary Fites infonning me that because the Navy was transitioning to a new Department of 
Navy Criminal Justice Information System (DONCJIS), DIBRS would not be fully operational 
until Fall2006. That target was then pushed back to June and then October 2007. The last 
information I received stated that a new date had been set for December 1, 2008, but that date 
has passed as well. 

To date, the transition to DONCJIS by the Navy has seemed to be the main problem 
slowing the full operation ofDIBRS. As the Department of the Navy's budget estimate for 
FY09 includes requests for funding for a contractor to support, develop, test, train, deploy, and 
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implement the system, it seems that these tasks are still in the process ofbeing completed. 
Therefore, I would like to know when the Navy is now expected to be fully reporting to DmRS, 

· and what you will do to ensure that the Navy meets this new deadline. 

This issue assumes greater urgency in light of the latest statistics on sexual assault from 
the DoD's annual report for FY08. The analysis documented 2,923 reports of sexual assault in 
FY08, representing roughly an 8% increase from the previous year. It is extremely vital that the 
DoD, poticymakeiS, servicemen and women, and all stakeholders know the true story about 
crime in the military. Only when there is an accurate accounting of the crimes that may be 
occurring in the U.S. military can the DoD hope to institute effective policies for preventing such 
increases in the future. I fear that additional delays will hamper the DoD's ability to assemble an 
accurate accounting of criminal activities, and may in fact prevent the full implementation of 
DIBRS indefinitely. Such an outcome would be unacceptable to me and many of my colleagues 
who have long been concerned about the safety of all servicemen and women. I look forward to 
hearing about your efforts to ensure the completion ofDIBRS. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

(l~~'IIJ.~ j 
CAROLYN B. ;.r;;;NEY. 
Member of Congress 
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Authorization is hereby granted to Linda Pagelsen, staff member of the Committee on 
Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period of Apri16 -16, 2009, to Japan and 
South Korea. The purpose of this trip is to tour facilities and receive briefings on U.S. Forces 
Korea, Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and intelligence activities. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via 
commercial aircraft. 

Sincerely, 

~9~ 
Chairman 
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The Honorable Roben M. Gates 
Secretary 
.Department ofDefense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. DC 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

CHAII\WOMAN 

NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ 
12Ttt DISTAICT, NkW Yo~~ 

Marth 3 l, 2009 

Congratulations upon being selected by President Obama to continue to serve as our 
nation's Secretary of Defense. The Congressional Hi!!panic Caucus (CHC) applauds your 
work thus far in leading the Dcpartntent of Defense. The CHC is identifying individuals 
who we feel are outstanding candidates for positions in the Administration. In an effort 
to help bring the diversity to the Ex~utivc Branch that President Obama has sought. we 
are forwarding you the name of one of those candidates. 

Today. we write to infonn you that the CHC has endorsed Pedro Rustan Jr. to serve as 
the Director of the: D<:fense Adv!lllced Research Projects Agency (DARPA). He 
cUTI"ently serves as the Director of the National Reconnais..;;am;e Office's Ground 
Enterprise Directorate. Prior to that he W'4S the Director of the Advanced Systems and 
Technology Direttor there. He has a strong history l:lS a consultant to NASA, Institute of 
Defen~e Analysis, Boeinst T .. ockheed Martin, and many other corporations. Furthennore, 
he has over 15 years of service to our nation's military,in various capacities., including 
Research Scientist tbr the Air Force and Program Manager fur the Defense Nuclear 
Agency. For these reasons, and his desire to serve the Obama Administration, we 
endorse Pedro Rustan Jr. for this rt>le that is vital to our nation's advancement. 

Again, we are eager to work with you to promote our shared goals of diversity. lfthere is 
any way we can be of assistMce during this critica1 time, please Jet us know. 

Sincerely. 

~!v~:.YUutfttKfi ~ 
Chair Chair 
Congressional Hispanic Caucus CHC Nominations Ad Hoc Task Force 

CC: Dun Gi)l$, Director of White House Perso.llnel 
Michael CamW\e~. Sp~ttial Assistant ro the Pre~ident, Presidenlial Personnel 

vt>e:o.L 

2466 RAv~uJUo Ht,.,,. OootQ ~II.DIIIIl · 
WAIO<t!at'CN. CC :;>.0616 

12021 226-2410 
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2440 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINC'ITON, DC 20515 

[202)225--"04 

COMMmEE: 
APPROPAIA110NS 

S-..mEES: 
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SERVICES AND GENERAL GOVERNMENT 

AGRICUL TVRE. RURAL DEVEI.OPIIIIEN'T, 
FOOD AND DRUG AI»>IINISlllATION. 

AND RELATED AGENCIES 
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Secretary Robert Gates 

Congress of tbe 11tntteb j)tatefi 
Jjlour of 1\.eptesrntatibes 

Ula11Jington, :;BQC 20515-2508 
Apri12, 2009 

U.S. Department of Defense 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Secretary Oates: 

555 INDEPENDENCE STREET 
SUITE 1400 

CAI'E GIRARDEAU. MO e3703 
[5731335-0101 

13C1 KINGSHIGHWAV 
ROLLA, MO e6401 

15731364-24&5 

22 EAST COLUMBIA 
FARMINGTON. MO 1136410 

(li73)71i1H1756 

3S COURT SQUAI!i 
surre 300 

WEST PIJIJNS, MO 06175 
(417) 255-1515 

A matter of great importance has come to my attention. Rare earth minerals 8nd 
materials play an essential role in highly sophisticated electronic devices used for the defense of 
our nation. The National Minerals Advisory Board has specifically identified rare earth elements 
and alloys as '~strategic and critical" to the defense of our country. 

At the present time, the United States imports 100% of rare earth minerals and alloys; ~e . 
primary source of rare earth minerals being China. Even if the United States begins mining these 
minerals, there are no domestic refining facilities to create the alloys used for these sophisticated 
electronic devices. If the flow of these minerals and alloys were to be interrupted, the nation 
would face extreme challenges in the development and creation of electronic devices which 
could be detrimental to the nation's defense. 

With the United States dependent upon other nations for these rare earth' minerals and 
alloys, are there any plans within the Department of Defense to develop a strategy to address this 
disparity? Are you contemplating a comprehensive strategy that would involve the domestic 
mining, refining, and a stockpile-of these elements? If there is not a strategy to address the 
disparity, what is the present plan of action if the supply of rare earth minerals and alloys is 
interrupted? . 

Thank you for examining this matter and I would appreciate a response at your ear1iest 
convenience. 

Kind regards,~ 

~MERSON 1l=~~ngress 

I 
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Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable James P. Moran, Member of the Committee, to travel 
during the approximate time period of April 13-April21, 2009, to Cyprus, India, Pakistan, and Italy. He will be 
joining the CO DEL led by the Honorable Howard Bennan. The delegation will meet with government leaders 
in Cyprus, India. and Pakistan. The purpose of the trip is to discuss Issues· affecting global commerce, the 
Middle East, and military security issues. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid from 
appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31. U.S.C. 11 08(g). Spouses 
are authorized to accompany the members of this delegation for reasons of protocol at no expense to the 
govemn1ent. 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making whatever 
arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via military aircraft. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Chainnan 
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Authorization is hereby given to the Honorable Ha~ld Rogers, me~ber of the . 
Comnuttce uH Appropriations, to travel with a Congressionai Delegation led by Chairwoman 
Eddie Bernice Johnson of the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee. This trip is during 
the approximate time period of April3- Aprill3, 2009, to Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates, 
and Italy. The purpose of this trip is to review transportation, defense, and homeland security 
issues with government officials. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in cmmection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 
11 08(g). Spouses are authorized to accompany the Member for reasons of protocol at no 
expense to the government. 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via military 
aircraft. 

Sincerely, 

~9~ 
Chairman 
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Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable Ben Chandler, a member of the Committee on 
Appropriations, to travel dwing the approximate time period of April2-Aprilll, 2009, to Egypt, Ethiopia, 
Cyprus, Lebanon, and Ireland. He will be joining the CO DEL led bl The Honorable Russ Carnahan. The 
purpose of this trip is to attend the Inter-Parliamentary Union's 120 meeting being held in Addis Ababa. to 
assess USAID programs, and to meet with' government oilicials from each country. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid from 
appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). Spouses 
are authorized to accompany the members of this delegation for reasons of protocol at no expense to the 
government. 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making whatever 
arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via military aircraft. 

Sincerely, 

~0~ 
Chairman 
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We write to express our concern surrounding the Army's impending Single Channel Ground·t<>­
Air Radio systems (SlNCGARS) contract. The Anny plans to award a total of $636M of FY07-FY09 
funds on this contract. It is our understanding that this technology is legacy, will not provide the 
communications c~pabi1ity needed by the Army in the coming years, and could be replaced by newer and 
more robust radios. The Army continues to move forward with the Joint Tactical Radio System (JTRS) 
program, which will ensure that FCS-equipped, combat, and support units are able to exchange 
information and network on the battlefield. It is essential that all radios and communication devices are 
multi-band and JTRS compJiant to ensure a seamless transition into this program. It is our feeling that the 
Army has not only not taken the proper action to ensure procurement of state-of-the art, JTRS compliant 
radios, but that the further purchase of SINCGARS radios will lessen the planned need for JTRS radios, 
increasing their unit cost. Congress has been expressing its concerns over this program and procurement 
for years. Specifically, in FY07 the defense appropriations committee requested the Secretary of the 
Army provide a report to the congressional defense committees that included an evaluation of the 
SINCGARS capable commerciai off the shelf tactical radios that can meet operational needs. The 
Secretary of the Army agreed to hold $175M of program funds until the Anny was able to conduct a 
review of the SINCGARS operational requirements document (ORD). This report was never delivered to 
congress. In the FY2009 Defense Appropriations Bill the entire SINCGARS request was fenced off 
pending a certification from Secretary of Defense that any such procurement of SINCGARS radios· will 
utilize full and open competition that will provide best value for Anny radio requirements including 
consideration of multi-band, .JTRS capable solutions. This certification has not been received by the 
defense committees. 

The Request for Proposal (RFP) that was released by the Army in December of 2008 encourages 
Industry to offer solutions that include JTRS functional capabilities, but did not require them. The ORO, 
which was originally. drafted in 1974, was not, in our opinion, revised or updated appropriately for this 
solicitation. It doesn't make sense to use a ten year old requirement document for such an important and 
evolving program, especially considering its connection to tlle multi·billion dollar JTRS program. 

The SINCGARS procurement is just one example of the increasing need for acquisition refonn. 
If the ORO had been revised or re-written it could have created the opportunity for additional contractor 
bids and more product functionality. The Army could have moved forward with a technology that exists 
today and would be compliant with future Army programs. We are spending millions of dollars on a 
product that we know we witt have to replace in the near future despite knowledge that a better solution 
could be engineered to the Army's exact needs. A CBO report dated 11 Feb 2009 states that if the Army 
decides to replace SINCGARS radios with the more t1ex1ble and capable JTRS growtd mobile radio 
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(GMR) it would increase its current planned purchase by six fold. The Anny's current $158 ~timate for 
buying GMR would increase accordingly. If the Anny were to re-allocate the $636M set aside for 
SlNCGARS toward a JTRS-comp1iant radio today, they could save the program future funds. In this 
instance, the acquisition process is blatantly wasting taxpayer's money while simultaneously outfitting 
our military with sub-standard equipment. We urge you to look at the long tenn negative implications of 
the acquisition process on the capabiJity of our Armed Services. We strongly encourage you, as you 
carefully review future plans for this program, to ensure that future procurements of radios and 
communications devices wil1 use an updated set of requirements, tailored for the needs of our future 
force. 

very Respectfully, 

~ 
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RICK LARSEN, WASHINGTON 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

m.~. J.)ouse of l\tpresmtatibts 
DIU'{Jin!Jfon. iDC!C 20515-6035 

JIM COOPER. TENNESSEE 
JIM MARSHAll. GEORGIA 
MADELEINE Z. BOIWALLO, GUAM 
BRAD ELLSWORTI1. INDIANA 
PATRICK .t MURPHY, PENNSVLVANtA 
HANK JOHNSON, GEORGIA 
CAROL SIEA-PDRTEA. NEW HAMPSHIRE 
JOE COURTNEY, CONNECTICUT 
DAVID lOE8SACK, IOWA 
JOE SESTAK, PENNsYLVANIA 
GABRIEllE GifFORD$, ARIZONA 
NIKl TSONGA$. MASSACHUSETTS 
GLENN NVE, VIRGINIA 
CIIElUE I'INGREE, MAINE 
I.AAR'f KISSEll. NORTlt CAROLINA 
MARTIN HEINRICtl. NEW MEXICO 
FRANK M. KRATOVIL. JR., MARYLAND 
ERIC J.J. MASSA, N£W YORK 
BOBBY BRIGMT, ALABAMA 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

April 2, 2009 

JOHN M. McHUGH. NEW YORK 
RD6COE G. BARTlETT. MARYlAND 
HOWARD P. "BUCK' MdCE(JII, CALIFORNIA 
MAC lHORNilERR'f. TEXAS 
WALTER B. JONES, NORlH CAROLINA 
W. TODD AKIN, MISSOURI 
J. RANDY FORBES. VIRGINIA 
JEFF MILLER. FlORIDA 
JOE WilSON. SOUTH CAROUNA 
FRANK A. t.oeiO'IDO, NEW JERSEY 
ROB BISHOP. UTAH 
MICHAEL lUIWEII, OHO 
JOHN KUNE. MINIIIESOlA 
MIKE ROGERS, AI.AIIIIMA 
TRENT FRANKS.AR1ZONA 
Bill SH~lER. PENNSYLVANIA 
CATHY McUORRIS ROOGERS, WASHINGTON 
1<. Mla-IAElCONAWAV, TEAAS 
DOUG LAMBORN. C0LCJAA00 
AOB \MTlMAN, VIRGINIA 
MARY FALU'<. OKlAHOMA 
DUNCAN HUNTER, CAUFORNIA 
JOHN C. Fl.fMNG. LOlJ51ANA 
MIKE COFFMAN, COLORADO 
11-iOMAS J. ROONEY, FI.OIIOA 

ERI!ol C. CONAlON. STAFF DIIIECTOR 

I write to ask that you provide a witness to testify before the House Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations on the overall state of the Department of 
Defense's acquisition workforce and the Department's implementation of acquisition workforce­
related provisions in the annual defense authorization legislation for the past four years, 
including, in particular, the implementation of the Acquisition Workforce Development Fund, 
the use of any special hiring authorities, and Section 834 ofthe Fiscal Year 2009 National 
Defense Authorization Act. This hearing will take place on Tuesday, April 28, 2009, at 1:00 
PM in room 2212 Rayburn House Office Building. For your infonnation. I am also requesting 
witnesses from the Services and the Government Accountability Office. 

Committee Rule 13 provides that witness statements must be delivered to the committee 
at least 48 hours in advance of the hearing to facilitate distribution to the members. Therefore, it 
is requested that 50 copies ofyourprepared statement be delivered to room 2120 Rayburn House 
Office Building by the morning of Friday, April24. In addition, consistent·with-the House rules 
requirement to make materials from hearings electronically available to the general public, 
Committee Rule 13 requires that witness statements be provided to the committee in electronic 
form. These materials may be transmitted via e-mail to Suzanne.McKenna@mail.house.gov or 
provided on disk. 

I appreciate your willingness to assist the subcommittee and look forward to the 
Department's testimony. Should you have any questions, please contact Suzanne McKenna on 
the committee staff at (202) 225-5050. 

VFS:ak 



CHARLES B. RANGEL. NEW YORK. 
CHAIRMAN 

FORTNEY PETE STARK, CALIFO~IA 
SANDER M. LEVIN. MICHIGAN 
JIM McDEJIMOn, WASHINGTON 
JOHN LEWIS. GEORGIA 
RICiiAAD £. NEAl, MASSACHUSEns 
JOHNS. t•r.M;R, TEfiN£55Eii 
XAVIER BECEIIIIA. CALIFONliA 
LLOVO DOGGETT. TEAAS 
EARL POMEROY, NORTH DAKOTA 
MIKE THOMPSON. CALIFORNIA 
JOHN B. LARSON. cONNECTICUT 
EARL BlUUEI'tAUER. OREGON 
AOI't KIND, WISCONSIN 
BILL PASaiEU., JR .• NEW JERSEY 
SHEUJEV SERKI.EY, NEVADA 
JOSEPH CROWLEY. NEWYOAII 
CHRIS VAN HOLLEN. MARYlAND 
KENDRICK 8. MetK,I'I.ORIDA 
AI.LVSON V. SCHWAR12. PENNSYLVANIA 
AATUFI DAVIS. AlABAMA 
DAI'tNY K. D'oVIS, ILLINOIS 
BOB ETHERIOGE, NOIIllt CAROUNA 
UNCIAl. sANcHEz. CALIFO~IA 
BFUAN HIGGWS, NEW YORK 
JOHN A. YARMUTH. KEI'tTUCKY 

JANICE MAYS. 
CHIEF COUNSEL AND STAFF DIIECTOR 

[Ongrms of thr t\nittd ~tat£S 
\1.~. Boost of 'RQJrtsmmtiurs 

COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

1102 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFfiCE BUILDING 

(202) 225-3625 

illllash1ngton. B«: 20115-6)'ta 
http://waysandmeans.house.gov 

March 30, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secreta.Jy of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC ~030 1-1300 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

DAVE CNfll', Mlc:HIGAI't 
WALLY HERBER, CALIFORNIA 
SAM JOHI't$ON. TEXAS 
KEWII BAAO'f, ll!AAS 
PAUL FIYAN, WISCXIN$1N 
EIIIC CANTOR, VIRGINIA 
JOHN LINDER. GEORGIA 
OEVII't NUNES, CALIFORNIA 
PAllUCKJ. nKAI. OHIO 
GINNY BROWN-WAITE. FLORIDA 
GEOFF DAVIS, KENTUCKY 
IJIIVIO G. REICHERT. WASHII'tGTON 
CHARLES W. BOUSTANY. J~ .• LOUISIANA 
DEAN HELLER. NEV•DA 
F'ETERJ. ROSKAM. IWNOIS 

JON TRAUB, 
t.aNOIITV STAFF OIAECTOA 

This letter is to authorize Congressman Kendrick Meek (D-FL) to 
participate on the CODEL being led by Congressm.an Eliot Engel (D-NY), to 
Trinidad and Tobago, St. Vincent and the Grenadines. This travel will take 
place during the time period of Friday, April 17 through Tuesday, April24; the 
House is not scheduled to· be in session during this time. 

The purpose of this fact-fmding trip is to attend the Fifth Summit of the 
Americas and meet with government and non-government officials regarding 
our bilateral and plurilateral trade agreements with nations in the region, trade 
preferences and more generally, how best to shape trade to promote economic 
development, stability and prosperity. 

It would be appreciated if the U.S. ·Department oi Delense couid furnish 
such _assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate this 
trip. The expenditure of funds for the payment of the actual and necessary 
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized by 
31 u.s.c. 1108 (g). . 

CBR/jg 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, I)C 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

March 30, 2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of March 26, 2009 regarding Codel Hoyer. 
Please note that the Honorable Richard Neal is no longer traveling. The Honorable 
Aaron Schock (R-IL) is authorized to travel instead. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

n~ly. ?~ 
NJ;::LSI 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S.~entof~fense 
Washington, DC 20301 

DearMr. Secretary: 

March 31' 2009 

This is in further reference to my letter ofFebru8ry 13, 2009, regarding Codel Berkley to 
the Czech Republic, Lithuania, and Estonia during the approximate period of Apri113·20, 2009. 
The following Members and staff are authorized to travel: · 

The Honorable Shelley Berkley (D-NV) and Dr. Larry Lehmer 
The Honorable Jolm R. Carter (R-TX) and Mrs. Erika Carter 
The Honorable Steve Cohen (D-TN) 
The Honorable Virginia Foxx (R-NC) and Mr. Tom Foxx 
The Honorable Phil Gingrey (R-GA) and Mrs. Billie Gingrey 
The Honorable Bart Gordon (D-TN) 
The Honorable Paul E. K.anjorski (D-PA) and Mrs. Nancy Kanjorsk:i 
The Honorable Ron Klein (D-FL) and Mrs. Dori Klein 
The Honorable Cliff Steams (R-FL) 
The Honorable Loretta Sanchez (D-CA) 

Ms. Amanda Sloat, Professional Staff, House Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Mr. Riley Moore, Professional Staff, House Conunittee on Foreign Affairs 
Ms. Sarah Preisser, Professional Staff, House Conunittee on Foreign Affairs 
Mr. Richard Urey, Chief of Staff to Representative Berkley 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Shlcerdy, ~ 

CJ::l 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

March 26, 2009 

This is in further reference to my Jetter ,of January 22, 2009 regarding Codel 
Hoyer. The following Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Steny Hoyer (D-MD), Majority Leader 
The Honorable Roy Blunt (R-MO) 
The Honorable Joseph Crowley (D-NY) and Mrs. Kasey Crowley 
The Honorable Lucille Roybal-Allard (D-CA) and Mr. Edward Allard 
The Honorable Gregory Meeks (D- NY) 
The Honorable Elijah Cummings (D-MD) and Dr. Maya Rockeymoore 
The Honorable Adrian Smith (R-NE) 
The Honorable Gerry Connolly (D-VA) 
The Honorable Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D-FL) and Mr. Steve Schultz 
The Honorable Richard Neal (D-MA) 
The Honorable Nonnan Dicks (D-W A) and Mrs. Suzanne "Suzie" Dicks 

Ms. Mariah Sixkiller, Office of the Majority Leader 
Mr. Brian Diffell, Office of the Republican Leader 
Ms. Katie Grant, Office of the Majority Leader · 

The delegation will be accompanied by: 

(b)(6) 
~(b=~~> ---------+.t~AF 
~=-------~USAF 
'"=-<b=xs.,...> ____ ....,., USN4 
._<b_xs_> ____ _,DSS Agent 

II 



Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Mil1er, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Deparbnent ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This is in further reference to my letter of March 5, 2009, regarding Codel Tanner 
to Gennany, France, Lithuania, Ukraine, Georgia, and Belgium during the approximate 
period of Apri12-9, 2009. 

Please note that the Lithuanian Minister of Defense, Rasa Iukneviciene, has been 
invited to travel with the delegation from Strasbourg to Vilnius on Saturday, April 4, 
2009. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

n~ f?~ 
NANUSI 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 
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VIA FACSIMILE -703-695-1219 
The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary· 
U.S. Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
2181 '"YBURN HOUSE OFFICI! IUILDING 

WASHINGTON. DC 20515-6100 

April 8, 2009 
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MINOAilY­
-DP. 'IRICil"-mN, c.<U'QRNIII, ----"'-I. PETRI, WISCONSfll 
Pl!lliR-IMIC:HIIMN 
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IMTI'~E. -1\ICOKY 
11LL CASIID'I', LOIIISIAIIII 
TOM lloCIJNI'OCI(, C:..UFORNIA 
01MeM D. tU«eR, CAUI'OANIA 
Do\VJD p, IIOE. 'JEIIINS$EE 
~lHDIIf'SOII, ,._.,_ 

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable Judy Biggert to travel on a Congressional Deleption 
(CODEL) led by Congresswoman Susan Davis to Georgia, Afghanistan, and the Czech Republic on May 7-
12, 2009. The purpose of the trip is to observe an.d gain an on•the-ground perspective of President 
Obama's new strategy in Mgbanistan. And while in country, the delegation will meet witb a host of U.S. 
and Mgbanistan nationals, including several non-profit organizations that have been establishing and 
improving schools and educational programs. 

lt is requested that the Department of Defense to furnish such assistance, including transportation, as may be 
required to facilitate this trip. The expenditure of funds for payment and lWtual !="Penses and transportatiori is 
authorized pursuant to Title 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). Travel will be conducted by military and/or commercial aircl'l!fl: up 
to business class, including foreign flag carriers when U.S. cmiers are not available. The CODEL requests the 
U.S. Marines give support to this Delegation. 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Jackie Abbll at 202-225-3515. Thank you for your 
assistance in this matter. 

GM:ejh 
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ROBERT E. ANDREWS 
FIRST DISTRICT, NEW JERSEY 

COMMmteS: 
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IUbGET COMMITTEE 

€ongre~~ of tbt 11nittb ~tate~ 
J)ouse of l\epresentatfbtS 
•ut.Jtngton. me 20515-3001 

March 13,2009 

The Hon. Robert M. Gates 
U.S. Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates 
1400 Defense Pentagon, 
Washington DC 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 

0 2439 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

0 

0 

WASHINGTON, DC 2061 S 
I202I22H501 

506-A WHITE HORSE PoKE 
HADDO'I HEIGHTS, NJ 08035 

(8561 546-5100 

63 NORTH B•OAD STREET 
WooDBURY. NJ 08096 

18561848-3900 

WEBSITE: 

www.house.gov/andrews 

As a friend of Taiwanese Americans in my New Jersey district, and a member of the 
House Armed Services Committee, I write to you today about an issue of importance to 
me and ask that you clarify the United States and our position vis-a-vis our high-level 
military contacts with Taiwan. 

Taiwan today is a bastion of democracy in Asia. Its vibrant democracy of23 million 
produces an annual GDP of over $320 billion, making it the world's 18th largest 
economy. Taiwan is the 8th largest trading partner of the United States, and a strong ally, 
sharing with the United States the ideals of freedom, democracy, and self-determination. 

While Taiwan has made a remarkable peaceful transition to democracy over the past 
decades, I have noticed a discrepancy with the international accolades Taiwan has 
received (and receives) for these democratic and economic achievements" especially 
from the United States. 

One of the fields we can improve in is in our high-level military contacts with Taiwan. I 
believe that we place UIUlecessary restrictions on our military-to-military ties with 
Taiwan. Indeed, it strikes me as counterproductive that we cling to these self-imposed 
restrictions on our exchanges with Taiwan of U.S. generals, admirals, and senior defense 
officials to Taiwan. 

Iii order to develop.an appreciation for Taiwan's specific military needs and, in tum, to 
spell those needs out to American policymakers, U.S. generals and flag officers have to 
be able to visit Taiwan and see its military in action. Although visits by expert teams of 
U.S. captains and colonels to Taiwan are helpful, these lower-ranking officers lack the 
authority and the ·~oint" command experience of general officers necessary to have an 
effective exchange with Taiwan's senior military leaders. And anyone familiar with the 
ways of Washington knows_that having a well-informed general or admiral make a case 
for a new initiative· is vital if it is to be given a respectful hearing by senior military and 
civilian decision-makers. 

Similarly, it is difficult for Taipei and Washington to discuss contingency responses to 

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS 
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possible Chinese aggression when U.S. generals and flag officers are not able to meet 
regularly with their Taiwanese cOunterparts. · 

I look forward to receiving from you a clarification on the status, guidelines, and roles 
that regulate our interaction with Taiwan and our high-level military contacts with 
Taiwan. 

Sincerely, 

Robert E. Andrews 
Member of Congress . 



Jlll:l~ Goloo.~t$:Jif .• 101~;,... 
PlAIAAWI 

t,.,..~WiAA: S.. 'SMIT"~t. !~H 
.AA-lMliOI;>!!itv~-.,. 

IIOI'tAAI! I. UE!Wii"-.C.iHumlo 
ltiCK-!IOIJtllf~.~ 
.... l):n~r- ..... 

~ .fAMES g',Ml!'tloMlPIIIII~. J~ .. """"'"'"" 
i10WMO('.(ll11£, -~~lioo 

=t~~~~~.pia 
;!I>~ U)'Oit&"':C.-. 
SHeo,I.'.JACI<WH l~. 'r._ 
MAX.O..£- 'hA"TER$. C!llolc-"'n!t­
\li!LI.Wo\1'- c.t:I.AHo./Ni, "-•­
ROS£1n'·MXl£1t J'kNida 
5ttV.U::Oft£.~ hn'*"" 
}~ ... ft"t' C. '"HA,~ .IOHfrtS~M,Ifl, Qto'r~ 
P~O.I'Iti'\Uiliil. f-lufl'lo/<1 

ctongrtss. of th£ 1anittd ~mtts 
ilonsf or 'Rtprr.smtatiuc.& 

WIS v. avtll'MI7. n'""''• 
IHI~Q5ii!illMAN. C',;.;fomlo 
fM!MV ~!.0\'IIH.IY..,o.,.;, 
CJ<i'IILU A OChlALU. t .... 
1\N~N'{O: 'I'Jf!NER.N.w VOlt 
'loOA'N'&. StlllFF, f;>iifor,.a 
!IPIIIi~& ~ NWVotl· 

:rw~~tt.-. 
''V.AC»f!: 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDef.ense 
1.000 Oefen$e Pentagon 
Wasbin~on, D.C. 20:3(}1-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

COMMlTTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

2f38 RAY!!URN HouSE Of.l'ICE Sull.Oll'fO 

WASHINQ1'0N, ·DC '20515-6216 

{202} 22S,..3951 
~~~~~-Jt<l-.gavij"di<lk>ry 

April 8., 2009 
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I am writing to request authorizatio,n for Representative Daniel Lungren, a member of the 
House Judiciary Committee; to lead a delegation of Members to Guantamino Bay. Cuba. 
Mr Lungren will be accompanied by Representative Tom Rooney, and Ccmunittee Counsels Sam 
Sokol ~d Sean. Mci;.aughHn. The ~te-oftr~vel (or this delegation is Friday, May 1, 2009. 

It will be appreciated if,the D~nt ofOe(ense-coutd ~mish such assi~tance ~ may 
be requ.ii'e(j, incl~ding .tran~tion and escortt tO tacil1tate this trip. The expenditure of funds 
for paymen't of actualartd necessary expense and such ·tran~tportation as may be require.d is 
authorized by 31 U.S.C. § 1108. 

lfyou have any questions concerning this travc;l, please conta.ct Teresa Vest with my 
Committee staff at 202-225-3951. Your assistance with this request is appreciated . 

• 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April2, 2009 

This letter will authorize Ms. Patrice Willoughby, Staff Director of the 
Congressional Black Caucus, to accompany Codel Lee/Kilpatrick (authorized by the 
House Appropriations Committee) to Cuba during the approximate period of April3-8, 
2009. The purpose of the trip is to evaluate current policies regarding trade and 
commerce with Cuba, and to examine and promote proposals to initiate cultuml, 
academic. and health exchanges with the U.S. 

It would be appreciated if the Deparbnent of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary. including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission. as 
well as Air Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of fimds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

'I ~ ~ 
NANCY PELOSI 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable LOrraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 
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William J. Lynn III 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
United States of America 
1 01 0 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1010 

Dear Mr. William J. Lynn III, 

April 7, 2009 

PlEASE 11£1"&. Y TO: 

0 2-439 FIAVBUN< HOOSE 0<FICE BULDI'"O 

WASHONG10H, DC 20515 
(202)~1 

0 

0 

50&-A Wkm HOIISI' PlKl 

IIADDOfol HoiGKTS, 'J.I 08035 
(~) 546-5100 

113 NQIITH 8IO()AD S TIIKT 

WoooelM<, NJ 08098 
(1156) &l&-3900 

~~...::.I would like to request a meeting with(<b)(6) I CIH, CSP, ,_[<b_><S_> __ ____, 
!<bl <6> I and other key individuals to discuss the implementation of a program 
for BreathScan alcohol detection and safety devices. I feel that the implementation and 
progression of this program would make all of our miJitary personnel safer. I would also 
like to note how this program aligns with one of the key FY 2010 budget 
recommendations, "institutionalizing and properly funding the critical and permanent 
nature of the wounded", that Secretary Gates will be making to President Obama. It is my 
understanding that various Department of Defense entities have already expressed a 
strong desire to obtain a significant number of the BreathScan Alcohol and Safety 
devices. I would like to learn more about the demand for this program as well. as obtain 
recommendations on what can be done to expedite the progress and progression of this 
program. 

BreathScan devices have been used successfully in the past to help prevent drunk 
driving and alcohol-related incidents. These devices have been successfully used by the 
military for the past seven years and I strongly believe that they can be used as a means to 
help soldiers control their alcohol intake and help prevent many of the problems 
associated with alcohol a~use. 

An article in the Jownal of the American Medical Association, dated August 13, 
2008, highlighted the probiems of binge drinking and other types of alcohol abuse 
experienced by returning combat veterans, especially in Reserve Component 
units. Extensive documentation in the form of articles and press releases is available to 
illustrate the success of the BreathS can program in preventing these problems from 
occurring throughout the military. In fact, it is my understanding that the Army Substance 
Abuse Program now views BreathScan as part of an extensive and holistic program that 
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they wish to deploy. It is also my understanding that Reserve Component units are also 
extremely interested in this program. 

Therefore," I would like to schedule a meeting with the relevant Department of 
Defense personal that need to be involved to move this request forward. Please contact 
my scheduler,· Kristin Ianco at 856-546-S 100 or Kristin.lanco@mail.house.gov for 
scheduling information-or conta~ my military legislative assistant, Nathaniel Bell202-
225-650 1, Nathaniel.Bell@mail.house.gov for substantive information or background 
pertaining to this request. 

Respectfully, 

Robert E. Andrews 
Member of Congress 



t'OARINii ~- FUIIIICA 
YIC SIOIYDI!I\ ARKANSAS 
MICHAEl. H. MICHoli.JD, MAINE 
STE- HERSI!lll SANOUN,SOUTH DAKOTA 
HANlY E. MITCHELL AAitONA 
JOHN J. HAll. IIEWYORK 

11.6. •otllr of lltprrfrntatibr-
DEBORAH 1.. ~I'OIISOiol.ll.LINOI&' 
THOMAS S.P. PEIIIIIELLO, VIIGIIIUA 
HARRVnAGUE. flEW NlfXICO 

. · . COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS . 
. • • • . •. • '. . . ~~ ; .. ':· . • :_ ·• . - . . •• • • ! •• :. 

CliO D.IIODIIIGUEZ. 'tExAS • 
JOE DOH NELLY, INDIANA . 
JERRY MclllllRNEY;.GAU~II. '. 
ZACHARY T. sr..a, OHIO ' 
TIMOTHY J. WI>U, -NESaTA · 
JOHN II.~. flEW JERSlV' 
ANN KIIW'ATRICK. ARIZONA 
GLENN C. N'1E. VIRGINIA 

MALC(Mol A. SHORTER 
STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable RQb~rt M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S~ Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pehtagort 
Washington, nc· 20301-1000 

Dear Mr~ Secretary:: 

:'~ OlliE J'IUNOREP EI.E\IENTH.CONGR~Sa • .... . ·' . . ·.. •' - . . ; ~ . ' ' 

· · 335CANNON-HOU$~ OFFICE BUILDING .. 

·--~ ''. ·-h~~=::~t~~;: . .-·.: .. ~;':>.- . 
.·_J April 2, 2009 

• t • •. 

.. ·. -- .. ' . -:· 

REPUBLICAN$ 

CUFF STEAIINS. FI.OI'IDA 
JERRY MORAN, KNISAS 
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JEFF Jjii.LiiR, FLORIDA 
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I authorize Congressman John J. Hall to travel on official government business to Iraq 
and Afghanistan during the period of April4~11, 2009 . . · . . ' .. 

Mr. Hall will be accompanying the Congressional Delegation headed by Congresswoman 
Niki Tsongas, member of the House Committee on Armed Services. The primary 
purpose of the Delegation's visit is to gauge troop morale. listen to their concerns, and 
fonnulate ideas and remedies to the problems they are facing once they leave military 
service. 

The actual cost of lodging is authorized in Iraq and Afghanistan. It would be appreci~ted 
if the Department of Defense could furnish such assistance as may be required, including 
transportation to facilitate this trip. The expenditures of funds for payment of actual and 
necessary expenses and transportation as may be required is authorized pursuant to title 
31) u~s.c, Section 1108(g). 

Thank you for your continued support and assistance. If you have further questions, 
please contact Bernie Dotson of the Committ taffat 202-226-3653. 

Chairman 

MS/jz 
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April 7, 2009 

COMMITTEE ON SMAU BUSINESS 

CONGRESSIONAL RURAL CAUCUS 

RURAL HEALTH CARE COALITION 

CONGRESSIONAL 
SPORTSMEN'S CAUCUS 

Following the testimony of General Duncan J. McNabb, USAF, Commander of the United States Transportation 
Command before the Senate Armed Services Committee on March 17,2009, I urge you to carefully consider the 
strategic use of Azerbaijan, and specifically the airfield at Baku, as a staging point for United States distribution, 
cargo handling, and refueling services. 

As the Co-Chainnan of the Azerbaijan Caucus, my colleagues and I have spent a great deal oftime building ties 
with Azerbaijan, and I believe Azerbaijan offers a safe, secure and strategica11y valuable alternative to support 
our movements into Afghanistan. Azerbaijan has been a coalition partner in our efforts in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
has supported our requests for assistance, and has been a strong partner in the war on terrorism. 

From an ease of operations standpoint, Azerbaijan offers a large state-9f-the-art handling facility in Baku with 
significant available capacity and an air route across the Caspian Sea and Turkmenistan's airspace directly into 
Afghanistan. Utilizing this corridor avoids Iranian airspace all together and t)ffers a very short flight time into 
Afghanistan. 

Currently, I understand problems have emerged shipping cargo through Dubai and throughout other hubs in the 
region. With an influx of cargo and personnel needed to support efforts in Afghanistan, I also understand that 
Azerbaijan may offer better flight times, the Baku airfield may offer greater command and control, is less 
congested allowing cargo to 8et into Theatre more quickly, offers competitive pricing, and bas a domestic 
commercial fleet of aircraft to supplement our efforts. 

I urge you to work with the Department of Defense and the State Department to fully examine the benefits 
operations in Azerbaijan would have as we increase our focus on Afghanistan. 

Sincerely, 

(;1J1Sl~ 

cc: Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
Secretary of Defense Robert Gates 

BiiJ Shuster 
Member of Congress 

General Duncan McNabb, USAF, United States Transportation Command 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary, Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington DC 20301·1400 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

Aprill4, 2009 

:2022260092 

We write regarding the U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) report 
addressing the listing and oversight of Superfund sites at DOD facilities, Syperfund: 
Greater EPA Enforcement and Reporting are Needed to Enhance Cleanup at DOD Sites 
(GA~09-278), urging yo\1 to rapidly take all steps necessary to remediate contaminated 
DOD sites. 

The GAO report reached several disturbing conclusions: 

• While the number of DOD sites considered for placement into the Superfund 
program has declined over the past decade, DOD sites still account for 9 percent 
of all Superfund sites. 

• Despite years of negotiations, DOD and EPA have not finalized Interagency 
Agreements setting out the terms for clean-up of 11 of the 140 DOD Superfund 
sites, despite the statutory requirement to do so, reportedly because DOD 
disagreed with the terms contained in the Agreement documents and simply 
refused to sign the documents. These sites include (1) Air Force Plant 44 
(Tucson, AZ) (2) Andrews Air Force Base (MD) (3) Brandywine Defense 
Reutilization and Marketing Office (MD) (4) Fort Meade (MD) (5) Hanscom 
Field (Bedford, MA) (6) Langley Air Force Base (VA) (7) McGuire Air Force 
Base {Trenton, NJ) (8) Naval Air Station Whiting Field (Milton, FL) (9) Naval 
Computer Telecommunication Area Administrative Master Station (Wahiawa, 
HI) (10) Redstone Arsenal (Huntsville, AL) and (11) Tyndall Air Force Base 
(Panama City, FL). 

• Despite the requirement for Interagency Agreements to be signed at all federal 
Superfund sites, the Superfund statute (Section 120 ofCERCLA) contains no 
enforcement mechanism that could be used if a federal agency refuses to do so. 
Although EPA may initiate administrative enforcement actions under other laws 
(such as the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act and the Safe Drinking 
Water Act) to compel DOD to clean up contaminated sites, EPA chose not to 
pursue enforcement actions until 2007, more than 10 years after these sites were 
first placed into ~he Superfund Program. Currently, there are EPA 
Administrative orders in place at 4 sites: Fort Meade (MD), McGuire Air Force 
Base (Trenton, NJ), Tyndall.Air Force Base (Panama City, FL), and Air Force 
Plant 44 (Tucson, AZ). 

We believe that the Department should immediately enter into the appropriate 
Interagency Agreements and expedite the cleanup of these sites. We request that you 
provide us with a detailed description of your plans to do so, including: 
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• Specific timeframes for when Interagency Agreements will be signed at each of 
the DOD Superfund sites currently lacking them, and the status of any 
negotiations regarding their text, including who is participating in these 
negotiations. 

• Milestones agreed to by EPA and DOD that are expected for inclusion in Site 
Management Plans for the cleanup of each of these sites; 

• Any outstanding issues that may impact these schedules and milestones. 

Thank you very much for your attention to this important matter. Please provide 
your response no later than close of business on Friday May 1, 2009. If you have any 

· questions or concerns. please have your staff contact Michal Freedhoff (Rep. Markey, 
52836), or Derrick Ramos (Rep. Green. 51688). 

Sincerely, 

~~d-·'Yvl~ 
Rep. Edward J. Markey Rep. Gene Green 

# 3/ 3 
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[OngrtSs of the ttnitm ~tatts 
!touR of ltfpusmtatiom 

6:ommitttt on 9lJpropt1atfons 
Dashtngton, B6: 20515-6011 

The Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Sec.rerary 
U.S, Department ofDefease 
1000 Defense PentagOn 
Waabington, D.C. 20301~1000 

Dear ML: Secretary: 

Aprll15,2009 

NO. 465 P. 2 

Reference is made to my 1~ to you dated March 20. 2009, conceming whel:ba' the Army violated 
the Anti-dcfidency Ac:t 'WheD. funds were tnmsfe.ned from the Defense Worldng Capital F'lm.d, Mm.y 
to Militaty Pe.rsosmeJ, AriJJ.y. This investi.gatioa. mcludes a review of aU ClOntrols Atmy employs to 
assure development of information~ to provide accurate and timely a.djllSim.ellts to payroll. 
bonllses, speeial and incentive pays. permanent ohqe of st:atiom, and other cmitlcmcots. This 
inquiry would benetit ~om viewing similar c:ontrols aDd underl:yiDg systems used by the Navy aDd 
Air Force for pa.y management. 

It is requested that the Air Force and the Navy desipte an appropriate point of contact to arrange for 
obtaiuiog the data pertinent to this inquiry and notify my office by telephone within five business 
clay$ ofthe receipt of1his letter. lf1hcte are any questions repnihlg rhis matta", I can be contacted. on 
(202) 225-3881. 

1-Secretary oftheAir Force 
1-Secretary oftbe Navy 

Si.nccrcly yours, 

Dcwl M. 'A«~ 
David M. Pomerantz 
Director 
Surveys and Investigations Staff 
House Committee on Appropriations 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department o,fDefen.se 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April 7, 2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of March 30, 2009 regarding Codel Hoyer. 
Please note that H. E. Maria Carolina Barco Isakson, Ambassador to the United States 
from Colombia, and Ms. Sylvia Constain Rengifo, Assistant to the Ambassador, are 
invited to travel with the delegation Cartegena to Medillin, Colombia. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 
~ 

0cv:l~~ 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary, Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April 15, 2009 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
SUBCOMMITTEES: 

AslA., THE PACifiC. AND 

THE GLOBAl. ENVIRONMENT 

AF~ICA ANO GLOBAL HEAI.:TH 

COMMITTEE ON 
OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM 

SU8CONMITT£ES: 

NATIONAL SECURITY AND fOREIGN AFFAIRS 

RANKING MEMBER 

GOVERNMENT MANAGEMENT, 0RGANI2AltON, 
AND PROCUAEMENT 

COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES 

INSULAR AfFAIRS, OcEANS, AND WILDLIFE 

NAnONAL PARKS, FOR£sTs. AND Pusuc LA.NDB 

Pursuant to a March 31 meeting with officials from the Department of.Defense, I am writing to 
formally request information regarding specific earmarks outlined in the conference report language of 
the FY 2008 Defense AppropriatiQns bill.·. . . ·· · 

At the meeting with Defense Department officials, I was infonned that all funding for projects 
managed by the Department is awarded in a manner consi!rtent with the federal regulations for 
competitive bidding- including all projects eannarked by Members of Congress. As such, please 
provide relevant information on the competitive bidding process for each of the projects listed on the 
enclosed spreadsheet, including any relevant Justification and Approvals (J&As). Each of these projects 
was a congressionally directed earmark in the FY 2008 Defense Appropriations bill (H.R. 3222; P.L. 
11 0-116). The spreadsheet contains all of the relevant information that might be of assistance in 
locating the J&As. 

A time frame of when I can expect to see this information would be appreciated. In addition, to 
expedite the delivery, I would appreciate receiving information as it becomes available. Should you 
have any questions regarding this request, please contact my Legislative Director, Mr. Chandler Morse, 
or my Legislative Assistant for defense matters, Ms. Colleen Gilbert, at (202) 225-2635. 

CC: The Honorable Blaine F. Aaron 

FFFLAKE 
Member of Congress 

. ~ . . ·' 

Deputy Under Secretary of Defense, Budget and Appropriations Affairs 

.. '· 
' . 1 • , • '

0
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
100 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 

Aprill4, 2009 

As you kn6w, the:United States is c\Ul'ently facing a mnnber of daunth1g national security 
challenges. With our ongoing involvement in Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as our efforts 
to combat terrorism, the need to recruit and retain qualified men and women for military 
service is greater than ever. We are writing to request that the Defense Advisory 
Committee on Women in the Services (DACOWITS) be restored as a meaningful 
advisory body with authority to independently advise the Secretary of Defense on issues 
concerning military women. Doing so would be a highly effective way to quickly 
identify and address the obstacles to women choosing long-tenn careers in the armed 
forces, and would ensure that the U.S. military is well prepared for today's wartime 
realities. 

DACOWITS was established in 1951 as a civilian b~aro ofindividuals.appointed by the 
Secretary of Defense for the purpose of providing advice and recommendations on 
matters affecting women in. the armed services. For half a cenmry, the Committee served 
as a vital link between the Department of Defense and the civilian community and .gained 
a reputation for conducting valuable and highly respected analysis on integrating women 
into the~litary;making ihe,armed services more effi'Ctive over.all. .. 

__ : ,, 

Many in the security community were surprised and dismayed when the Bush 
administration failed to renew the Committee's charter shortly after taking office. In its 
place, then Secretary ofDefense Donald Rwnsfeld introduced a new mandate for 
DACOWITS which cut members, staff, and funding, revoked the Committee's 
autonomy, and diluted attention to women's issues. In addition, former Secretary 
Rwnsfeld imp6sed restrictions which made the Co1111'1)ittee's miJ.itary installation visits 
less frequent .and less effective, and reduced its diversity and transparency in terms of .. 
membership selection and policies. The broader effect of these actions has been to. 
sideline serious.study of women in the military, and depriving our armed force~ of an 
untold number of skilled ·and capable l~ers ... 

Former Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness Dr. David Chu pubiicly 
stated his belief that DACOWITS' work to increase the proportion of women in the 
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military had "probably reached its natural Hmits.''1 This statement does not mesh with 
the abundance of studies and reports indicating that many women in the armed forces feel 
they are coming up against a "brass ceiling" as they struggle to rise through the ranks and 
demonstrate their leadership. Under its original charter, DACOWITS worked to address 
women's specific needs as they entered the armed forces in increasing numbers. Some of 
the progressive changes made as a result ofDACOWITS' work include coed bootcamps, 
the gender "nonning" of fitness standards, programs to address sexual harassment, and 
family friendly work policies. These institutional changes benefit both men and women, 
and help the U.S. military maintain its reputation as the best in the world. Whoever is 
appointed as the next Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness should 
have an in depth understanding of the need to consider the differing needs of servicemen 
and women. and should appreciate the demonstrated benefits of reducing gender based 
discrimination in the armed forces. 

We believ~ that :DACOWITS must be re-established under the Fedri Advisory 
Committee Act with the mission to advise the Secretary of Defense on a broad range of 
matters relating to women in the military. Additionally. it must be restored to its former 
status through an increase in its membership to at least25, to be chosen from diverse 
backgrounds, and this Committee should be supported with an adequate budget to carry 
out the analysis and data collection which has proven so valuable in the past. We are 
confident in your dedication to creating an enabling and supportive environment, so that 
our servicemen and women can reach their full potential and contribute the best of their 
skills and abilities to the protection of our country. The revitalization ofDACOWITS 
would greatly facilitate this goal. Thank you for your attention to this important issue. 

Sincerely. 

B. MALONEY _... __ __ 

Member of Congress 

1 Stone, Andrea. "Women Warriors Play an Essential Role in Military." USA WDAY. 11 January 2002. 
http://www.usatoday.com!newslsej!ll/2002/01110/warriors.htm. (Accessed 31 March 2009). 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

M>.Jorurt (2112) 22!1-!50111 
F..,...._. 1202)225-4784 
MoNOOrrt (202) 225-6074 

www .oversight.house.go\1 

April15, 2009 

DARRELL E. 18&'., CALIFORN~ 
RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 

DAN IIURTON.INDIANI. 
JOHN M. McHUGH, NEW VOAK 
JOHN L MICA. FLORIDA 
MARl< E. SOlDER, INlbiNA 
TODD RIJSSEI.l. PLATla PENNSYlVANIA 
JOHN J. DUNCAN. J~ .. TENHESBEE 
MK;iW;L R. TURNER. OHIO 
LYNN A. WESTMORELAND, GEORGIA 
PATRICK T. McHENRY, NORTH CAIIOLINA 
BRIAN P. BILBRA.Y, CALFORNIA 
JIM JORDAN, OHIO 
JEFF A.AKE. ARIZONA 
JEFF PORTENBI;RRY, NEBRASKA 
JASON CHAFFETZ. UTAH 
AAFaJN SCHOCK, lll.l'lOIS 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform and its Subcommittee on 
National Security and Foreign Affairs hereby request your testimony at a joint hearing 
entitled, "Afghanistan and Pakistan: Oversight of a New Interagency Strategy." The 
hearing is scheduled for Wednesday, April29, 2009, at 10:00 AM in room 2154 of the 
Rayburn Hoose Office Building. 

Please contact Andy Wright or Steve Gale at (202) 225-2548 if you have any 
questions. 

Edolphus Towns 
Chairman 

Sincerely, 

Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform 

cc: Darrell Issa 
Ranking Member 

John F. Tierney 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on National Security 

and Foreign Affairs 

Committee on Oversight and Government Refonn 

Jeff Flake 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on National Security and Foreign Affairs 
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April3, 2009 

Assistant Secretary of Dense for Legislative Affairs 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Wilkie: 

308 CANNON Hous. OmCE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202122!>-<1315 
FAX: (2021 225-8440 

Knowing of your interest In veterans issues, I wanted to take this opportunity to update you on a 
letter recently sent to President Obama regarding the status of disabled veterans health care. 

As you may know, President Obama recently stated he desired to institute a policy to save the 
federal government revenue by shifting some of the health care burden from the federal government 
to private Insurance companies related to the care of service-connected and disabled veterans. If 
this policy were to be Instituted, It would have a disastrous set of consequences related to health 
care for disabled veterans. Not only would this plan absolve the federal government of its 
responsibility to these veterans by potentially requiring veterans to pay for their own care, this plan 
would also harm the quality of that care. 

In response to this plan, ~ number of my Republican colleagues and I sent a lette·r urging President 
Obama to remove the proposal from the Fiscal Year 2010 budget and continue to provide service­
connected and disabled veterans the care they deserve. Instead of looking for ways to save money 
by burdening our veterans, I believe that the President should ensure the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs has the resources it needs to fulfill its mandate to treat service-connected injuries 
and disabilities. I beHave the needs of these servicemembers should take national priority over 
partisanship and cost reduction initiatives. 

As a result of the outcry against this proposal, 1 am happy to let you know that President Obama. has 
stated that he will no longer seek approval of this plan. This decision ensures that service-connected 
anc:t disabled veterans will continue to receive the h~alth care they need and deserve. Furthermore, 
please rest assured. that l·wlll continue to urge Congressionalleadersl)ipto provide incr~ • 
funding for heaHh care services to treat service-connected injuries and disabiliti~s. ~ 

I appreciate your interest In veterans issues and will continue to do what I can to not only protect 
existing benefits and programs, but also seek ways to Improve them. H you have any questions or 
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

With kind regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

<: ;::::a:: 47 
Jim Gertach 
Member of Congress 

JG:DM __ __..;;;,;,;;;c...;,.;.,;.. _____________ DISTIIICTOFFICES'-

-~ 840 NolrrH PARK ROAD 
WYOMISSING, PA 19610 

18101 37&-7630 
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ExTON, PA 19341 
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JOHN R. CARTER 

31ST DISTRICT, TE'<AS 

HOUSE REPUBLICAN C()NFERENCE 
SECRETARY 

REPUBLICAN STEERING COMMITTEE 

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIAnONS 

SUBCOMUITTEE~ 

MILrrARY CONSTRUCTION AND 
VETERANS' AffAIRS 

HOMELAND SECU~ITV 

TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING AND 

URBAN D£vELOPMENT 

QCongress of tfJe Wntteb ~tates 
J)oust of l\tprtsrntattbts 
lillaSbtngton, }91! 20515-4331 

April 21, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense 
Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

liAS-TON QFRCE: 

409 CANNON HousE OmcE BuiLOING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20615 

1202) 225-38&4 

http://carter.house.gov 

DI&TIIICT OFFICES; 

1717 N. 1~5, SUITE 303 
RouND RocK. TX 78664 

1512124&-1600 

6544-8 Soum GENERAL Bnuce D~1ve 
TEMPU, TX 765112 

1254) &33-1392 

The people of Central Texas proudly support the Active Duty (AD) and Active Duty Family 
Members (ADFM) assigned to Fort Hood, Texas. Metroplex Adventist Hospital is located 
within 1 mile of an entrance to Ft Hood and works very closely with Darnall Army Medical 
Center in the coordination and support of health care service delivery to our soldiers and their 
families. Metroplex has become one of the nation's largest community providers to TRICARE 
beneficiaries and is essential for military readiness and support. 

Metroplex is in a unique position relative to its ongoing provision of health care services to the 
AD and ADFM of Ft. Hood in the following ways: 

Ft. Hood has approximately 50,000 soldiers assigned to the post; 

Metroplex derives 72% of its patient service revenue from government programs with 
29% being from TRICARE specifically; 

TRlCARE outpatient volume at Metroplex accounts for more than 37% of its total 
outpatient revenue; and, 

In 2008, TRICARE outpatient visits at Metroplex totaled 39,400, of which 10,300 were 
ernergency room visits. 

Most hospitals affected by the reimbursement cuts imposed by TRICARE's Outpatient 
Prospective Payment System (OPPS) will be able to recover lost revenue from other payment 
sources; however, Metroplex will not due to its extraordinary dependence on government 
payment sources for revenue. 

Metroplex is working diligently with the TRICARE Regional Office-South and officials from 
Hwnana Military in seeking an exception to the planned reimbursement cuts that will result from 
OPPS implementation. They have requested this exception in order to remain a vital part of the 
community network of health care service providers. 



For the reasons stated above, I urge you to exempt Metroplex from the OPPS rule, and look 
forward to your response. 

Member of Congress 
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.AD r. 24. 2009 1:20PM 

Clnngress nf f~e lnitelr &;tatu 
mas}Jington. lat 20515 

The Honorable Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Oates: 

Aprll 24, 2009 

No. 0171 P. 2 

This letter is to respectfully request your assistance in reinstating the National Guard 
Joint Counterd!ug Task Foree's Port and Highway Jnter_diction mission, This tasldng 
was terminated nearly 8 years ago and removed from the responsibilities of the National 
· Oua1'd Counterdrug Task Force. We are confident this mission set is both immensely 
important to the nationalsecu1ity of our country and provides outstanding training for our 
soldiers and airmen. 

AI!. you know, the D1ug Trafficking Organi2ations (DTO) along the US-Mexico border 
have become an increased threat to our country. These criminal and ten-orist 
organizations control the avenues of approach to the U.S. and utilize these avenues to 
smuggle humatlS and iUegal narcotics. These same organizations then use the lack of 
oversight on southbound cargo to transport money and weapons to the cartels- thus 
fueling the violence and destruction, 

During the period of National Guard support to Port and Jlighway Interdiction) Texas 
guardsmen were credited with well over $1 billion dollars in drug seizures per year. 
Texas also laid claim to well over $27 million in cash sei2:ures in one year alone. These 
statistics prove the viability and impo1'tance of having Gua1-d ~en and women working 
the secondary search areas along the borde1·- freeing uniformed officers to be out in front 
of the public. 

The threat to Texas and the United States by dmg trafficking organizations is clear. A 
holistic approach must be taken to quell the violence, death and destruction caused by 
these narco-terro1·ist organizations. Port and Highway intenliction is a a·itical aspect of 
this approach and must be reinstated immediately. 

Sincerely, 

Rep. Sam Johnson (TX-03) 

f'IIINTED OIIIIECVCLED PIIPfA 
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Rep. Lamar Smith (TX-21) 

Rep. Kenny Mat-chant (TX-24) 

-~ 
~~0~ 

Rep. Pete Olson {TX~22) 



DAVID R. OBEV, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P. MURTHA. PENNSYLVANIA 
NORMAN D. DICI<S, WASHINGTON 
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN. WEST VIRGINIA 
MARCY KAPTUR. OHIO 
PETER J. vtSCLOSKV, INDiANA 
NITA M.LOMV. NEW YORK 
JOS~ E. SERRANO, NEW VOR( 
ROSA L O&LAURO. CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MORAN. VIRGINIA 

(iongrcss of tht tint tnt ~tatts 
JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSEnS 
EO PASTOII. ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PRICE, NOlin! CAROliNA 
CI4FT EDWARDS, TEXAS 
PATRICKJ. KENNEDV, RHO!>£ ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW VDRK 
LUCILLE ROVBAL·AllARD, CAliFORNIA 
5AM FARR, CAUFORNIA 
.ESSE L. JACKSOI't, Jfi .. IWNOIS 
CAROLYN C. KILPAT!OCK, MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYD. F\.ORIDA 
CHAKA FATTAH, PENrYSVLVANIA 
STEVEN A. IIOTHMAN. NEW JERSEY 
SANRJRO D. BISHOP. JR .. GEORGIA 
~ARION PERAY, AAKANSAS 
11A11BAAA LEE. CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA. CAUFORNIA 
BEll'{ McCOltuM. MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL NEW YORK 
nM RYAN, OHIO 
CA 'DUTCH' RUI'I'eRSBERGER. MARYLAND 
BEN CHANDLER. KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, R.ORIDA 
CIRO ftOORIGUEZ. TEXAS . 
UNCOLN DAVIS. TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SAlAZAR, COLORADO 

Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tltouse of 'Rtprrsrntatiurs 
ltommitttt on appropriations 
;g)ashington; BQ: 20515-6015 

April 3, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BILl YOUNG. FLOIIIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS. KENTUCKY 
FRANK R. WOlF, VIRGNA 
JACK KlNGSTON, GEORGIA 
ROONEY P. FREUNGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS 
ZACH WIWIP. TENNESSEE 
TOM lATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALA8AMA 
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS 
MICHAEL I(. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN A IIlEY CULBERSON. TEXAS 
MAN< S1'EVEN KIRK. IWNOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW. FLORIDA 
DENNIS II. REHBlRG, MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
JO BONNI:R. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE. OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

~K AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
1202) 2204111 

Reference is made to my letter dated February 10,2009, granting authorization 
for members and staff to travel on a CODEL led by Carolyn Maloney, to travel to Naples, 
Rome, and Venice, Italy !md Dublin, Ireland during the approximate period of 
April 14 - 20, 2009. 

The purpose of this addendum letter is to additionally authorize Kevin Jones, staff 
member of the Committee on Appropriations to travel on this CO DEL. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~?:C 
Chainnan 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P, MURTHA. F'E~NSVLVA'IIA 
NOftMAN C. CICI(S, WASHINGTON 
ALAN 8. MOUOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA 
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO 
PETE~ J. VISCLOSICV, IN[')lANA 
NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK 
JOS~ E. S'ERRANO. NEW YOIIK 
ROSA L DELAURO. CONNECllCUT 
JAMES P. MORAN. VIRGINIA 
JOHNW. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS 
EO PASTOR. ARIZONA 

<Ulngrms of the i\nitnt ~tatts 
DAVID E. PRICE, NORlH CAROUNA 
CHET EDWARDS. TEXAS 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHOOE ISLANO 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW VORl( 
LUCILLE ROVBAL.Al.l.MD, CAUFDRNIA 
SAM FAllA. CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L. JACKSON, JR .. IUINOIS 
CAROLYNC KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYO. FLOIIIDA 
CHAKA FATTAH, Pt:NNSYl\/ANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JEASEV 
SANFOIID D. BISHOP, JR., GEORGIA 
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE. CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF, CAliFORNIA. 
MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW VOIIK 
riM RYAN, OHIO 
c.A. "DUTCH" RUPP£ASBER<lER. MAFIYLANO 
BEN CHANDLER. KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA 
CIAO ROOIIIGUEZ. TEXAS 
UNCOLN DAVIS. TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO 

The Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

!\oust of 1RtprtStnmttur.s 
~mmittu on gpproprtations 
Uashington. llft 20515-6015 

April 7, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BIU YOUNG, FlORIDA 
HAROlD ROGERS. KENlUCKY . 
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK Qi'lG$TON. GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FRELINGH\JYSEN. NEW JERSEY 
TOOO TIAHRT, KANSAS 
v.cH WAMP. TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOLT. ALAB.AIAA 
JO ANN EMERSON. MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER. TEXAS 
MICHAEL K SIMI'SGN.ID-'HO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS 
~IC STE\EN KtRK, ILUNOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, R.ORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG. MONTANA 
JOHN A. CARTER. TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANDER. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
JO BONNER. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE. OHIO 
TOM CDLE, OI:LAHOMA 

CLI:RK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY FHETC 

TELEPHONE; 
12021225-2771 

Reference is made to my letter dated February 10, 2009, granting authorization for 
members and staff of the Committee on Appropriations to travel to Italy and Ireland on April 14-
20,2009. 

The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize travel and per diem expenses incurred 
by post personnel traveling outside of their duty station in support ofCODEL travel. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

rv6«o't DavidR.O~ Chairman lbey / 

IIIII II 



Qtougrc55 nf tiJC )ltuifcb States 
Dasl1htgtnu, ilQ: 20515 

April 9, 2009 

President Barack Obama , 
TI1e White House 
1600 PellllSylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Re: Funding for the Purchase ofF~22s in the FY2010 Department ofDefense Budget 

Dear President Obama: 

We are gravely concerned regarding recently announced plans to cap production of the F-
22A Raptor at 187 aircraft. Simply put, this number is insufficient to meet potential threats to 
America and to guarantee our nation's air superiority decades into the future. Over 30 air 
campaign studies completed over the last I 5 years have validated a requirement for far more than 
187 F-22 Raptors to replace the original force of 800 F~ 15 A-D Eagles. The decision announced 
by Secretary Gates not only ignores these facts, but also the validated requirement of our very 
own Air Force. 

, . . :Ui i . : ·Sec;_retary Gat~s indica~ed his co~tment to the F-~?·J·9~l ~~~ f~ghter as Ame~ca's 
· '· 5; ~eneration ·fighter Jet. While the JSF 1s a very capable pl~~~:·M.t$ destgned for multi-role 
s~ ~sions and: not op~zed for the air dominance .• ~ssforis of the F;-. .. ~'2> !vforeover, it is 
several years away from full· scale production. · \ \ • · · 

. . 
As discussed in the January 21 letter to you signed by.J94 House Members, the F-22 

program annually provides over $12 billion of economic·activity to the national economy. As 
we face one of the most trying economic times in recent history it is imperative to preserve 
existing high paying, specialized jobs that are critical to our nation's defense. Over 25,000 
Americans work for the 1,000+ suppliers in 44 states that manufacture this aircraft. Moreover, it 
is estimated that another 70,000 additional Americans indirectly owe their jobs to this program. 

Mr. President, in light of these concerns and in consideration of the importance oftbe F~ 
22 program to both American national and economic security, we strongly urge you to 
reconsider this decision and to certify that continued production of this vital asset is indeed in the 
national interest ofthe United States. 

Sincerely, 

I'AlNTED ON RECYCI.ED PAP£FI 

Phil Gingrey 
Member of Congress 



~~\--
Member of Congress 

TomPri 
___.Me.tiioer of Congress 

Rob Bishop 
Member of Congress 

John Carter 
Member of Congress 

Ralph Hall 
Member of Congress 

-S~ 
Sam Johnson 
Member of Congress 
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ci;6o~~ 
~o~dAb:;fr 

Member of Congress 

~~ 

~E.z;-.,., . 
EhJah Cummings ~ 
Member of Congress 

lk~ 
Dean Heller 
Member of Congress 

.lit:.JJ ~ tJJ. .(.J 
Michael T. McCau[ 
Member of Congress . 

Re: Funding for the Pur:::base ofF ·22s in the FY20 10 Department of Defense Budget · 



~1.11{~ 
Patrick McHenry 
Member of Congress 

endrick Meek 
Member of Congress 

Carol Shea-Porter 
Member of Congress 

Don Young 
Member of 

;:r-fi/4 
Kenny Marchant 
Member of Congress 
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~&h4J 
Rlchard Neal 
Member of Congress 

BJQS~ 
Bill Shuster 
Member of Congress 

.~~flv~~ 
Paul Broun 
Member of Congress 

Re: Funding for the Purcha.<~e of F-22s in the FY20 10 Departmem of Defense Budget 



STEVEN R. ROTHMAN 
9TH OISTlllc:;T, NEW JeRSEY 

2303 RAV8UAN House OFFICE BUILDING 
WAS"INGTQN, DC 20515 

1202122!>-5061 
fAX (202) 225-5861 

DISTRICT OFFICES: 

25- MAIN STFIEET 

COUATI'I.AZA 
HACKENSACK, NJ 07601-7089 

12011646-0808 
FAX 12011646-1944 

1 30 CENTRAL AIIENUE 
JERSEY CITY, NJ 07306-2118 

(201) 798-1366 
fAX 1201) 791H725 

Olnngrrss of t4r Jtntttb ~atts 
lhtust of &prtstntatiuts 
Blas~tugtnn.IK!t 20515 

Aprill3, 2009 

COMMmEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

SUBCOMMmeE ON DE FENS£ 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON STATe. 
FOIIEIGN OPERATIONS AND 

RELATED PIIOGIIAMS 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
HOMELAND SECIJIUTV 

COMMITTEE ON 
SCIENCE 1\NO TECHNOLOGY 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
SPACE AND AeRONAUTICS 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
INVESTIGATIONS AND OV£RSIGHT 

WEBSITE AND E-MAIL ACCESS: 
http~Jwww.houte.!lfW/rothman 

The Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Secretary 
Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Oates: 

As a supporter of the Obama Administration's Iraq withdrawal plan, I would ask that, as 
practicable, the Department of Defense withdraw National Guard troops prior to any other 
military personnel. 

The National Guard has a well established history of keeping our homeland safe. Their 
deployment in Iraq places states in difficult situations. States are more likely to be impaired 
when responding to an emergency because ofthe small number of personnel available and the 
absence of essential equipment. The personal and financial strain placed on the National Guard 
and their families are particularly difficult due to the fact that the majority of National Guard 
men and women work full-time jobs in addition to their military service. 

In my home state of New Jersey, pending before the State Senate is a resolution declaring 
that the Congressional Authorization for the Use of Military Force (AUMF) of October 16, 2002, 
has expired, and urging the President to return all New Jersey National Guard troops. New Jersey 
is not alone in this sentiment. States such as Oregon, New Mexico, Maryland, Vennont, and 
many others have similar measures pending in their state legislatures . 
. · '• .· 

Our soldiers deserve the most thoughtful and sound plan to return home. I respectfully 
request that, as soon as practicable, the Department of Defense prioritize the withdrawal of 
National Guard troops from Iraq before other military personnel. I look forward to your kind and 
prompt reply: · · 

SRR:ag 

PAINT£D ON RECYClED PAPE:R 

·sincerely, 

Sl-~~ 
Steven R. Rothman 
Member of Congress· 



IKE SKELTON, MISSOUR~ CHAIRMAN 
JOHN SPRATT, SOUTH CAROUNA 
SOlOMON P. ORTIZ, TEXAS 
GEI\E TAYLOR. MISSISSIPPI 
NEIL ABERCROMBIE. HAWAII 
SILVESTRE REYES. TEXAS 
V1C SNYDER, ARKAINSAS 
ADAM SMITH, WASHINGTON 
LORETTASAI'jCHEl. CALIFORNIA 
MIKE MciNTYfiE, NORTH CAROUNA 
ELLEN 0. TAUSCHER, CALIFORNIA 
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Mr. Christian P. Marrone 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs (Acting) 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Marrone: 

JOHN M. McHUGH, NEW YORK 
ROSCOE G. BAAruTT, MARV\.AND 
HOWARD P. "BUCI(" McKEON. CAliFORNIA 
MAC THORNBERRY, 1EXAS 
WALTER 8. JONES, NORTH CAROliNA 
W. TODD AKIN, MISSOURI 
J. RANDY fORBES. VIRGNA 
JEFF MILLER. FLORIDA 
JOE WILSON, SOUTH CAROLINA 
FRANK A. l.o810NOO, NEW JERSEY 
ROB BISHOP, UTAH 
UICHAEL TURNER. OHIO 
JOHN I(LJNE, MINNESOTA 
~KE ROGERS. ALABAMA 
TRENT f!IANKS, ARIZONA 
BLL SHUSTEII. PENNSYLVANIA 
CATHY MdoiOIIIIIS RODGERS, WASHINGTON 
1(. MICHAEl OONAWAV, TEXAS 
ODUG LAMBORN, COLORADO 
ROB WITIMAN, VIRGNA 
MARY FAWN, OKLAHOMA 
DUNCAN HUNTER. CAUFO~IA 
JOHN C FLEMING, lOUISIANA 
MIKE COI'FMAN, COLORAilO 
THOMAS J. ROONEY, FLORID4 

ERIN<,;. CONATQN, STAFF !>RECTOR 

I am writing to request that Mr. Steven R. Miller, Director of Operations Analysis 
Procurement Planning Division for the Office of the Secretary of Defense, Cost Analysis 
Improvement Group, and Mr. Joshua T. Hartman, Director of the Space and Intelligence 
Capabilities Office and Senior Advisor to the Undersecretary ofDefense for Acquisition, 
Technology and Logistics, testify before the House Anned Services Subcommittee on Strategic 
Forces on space system acquisitions and the industrial base on Thursday, April30, 2009 at 1:00 
PM in room 2212 Rayburn House Office Building. 

Over the past decade, most national security space acquisition programs have 
experienced significant cost growth and schedule delays. The subcommittee requests your 
testimony on the causes of these problems, and on the capacity of the space industrial base to 
deliver satellites in a timely and cost-effective manner. Specifically, the subcommittee would 
ask that you address the fo11owing questions: What are the root causes of cost growth and 
schedule delays in the acquisition of national security space systems? Are plans for national 
security space acquisitions properly balanced with the industry's capacity to deliver? What 
recommendations should the Congress or the executive branch consider for addressing these 
problems? 

Conunittee Rule 13 provides that witness statements must be delivered to the committee 
at least 48 hours in advance of the hearing to facilitate distribution to the members. Therefore, it 
is requested that 35 copies of their prepared statements be delivered to Mr. Zach Steacy in room 
2216 Rayburn House Office Building by the morning of Tuesday. Apri128, 2009. In addition, 
consistent with the House rules requirement to make materials from hearings electronically 
available to the general public, Committee Rule 13 requires that witness statements be provided 
to the committee in electronic fonn. This request may be satisfied by a transmittal via e-mail to 
zachary.steacy@mail.house.gov or disk. 



Mr. Christian P. Marrone 
April 17, 2009 
Page Two 

I appreciate your assistance and look forward to Mr. Miller and Mr. Hartman's testimony. 
Should you have any questions, please contact Mr. Bob DeGrasse on the committee staff at (202) 
225-2191. 

EOT:bd 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
ELLEN 0. TAUSCHER 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Strategic Forces 
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DARRELL E. ISSA, CALIFORNIA 

RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 

COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM 
2157 RAYBURN HousE OFFICE BuiL.DING 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington~ DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6143 

Majority (202)225-5051 
Minority (202) 225-5074 

April 21 ~ 2009 

The House Committee on Oversight and Govermnent Reform is the principal oversight 
committee in the U.S. House of Representatives. Under Rules X and XI ofthe Rules of the 
House of Representatives, the Committee is investigating government-wide vulnerabilities 
related to information security, particularly in the area of cyber security. 

Today~ The Wall Street Journal reported that computer spies may have infiltrated the 
Department of Defense's Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) Program, which is reportedly the most 
expensive weapons program ever managed by the Department. 1 Citing both current and former 
government officials as a source, the article reports that cyber attackers were able to copy data 
related to the design and electronics system of the F-35 Lightning II by infiltrating the computer 
systems of contractors involved with theJSF Program? Further, the article reports that these 
attacks may have originated from a foreign source. 

If true, these allegations are serious and potentially far-reaching. Given the potential 
national security implications of this matter, we hereby request that the Department provide 
Committee staff with a briefing regarding the events alleged in the above article. After receiving 
this briefing, the Committee may request additional briefmgs and/or information from the 
Department. 

1 "Computer Spies Breach Fighter-Jet Project," The Wall Street JoumtJI (April21, 2008), p. AI. 
2 See id. 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Page2 

To arrange the briefmg, please have your staff contact Christopher Knauer or Kevin 
Barstow with the Majority staff at (202) 225·5051 and Christopher Bright with the Minority staff 
at (202) 225·5074. In the meantime, if you have any questions related to this request, please do 
not hesitate to contact us directly or have your staff contact Committee staff. The allegations 
raised in this article are serious and we appreciate your understanding of the urgency of this 
request. 

Sincerely, 

Darrell lssa 
Ranking Member 
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President Barack Obama 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President, 

April21, 2009 
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I have told people that I think it is reasonable to wait on the question of repealing the anti·gay 
military policy until you have put the Iraq policy in place and some dust has settled with the 
military. Specifically, I've argued that we should be doing hate crimes and a nondiscrimination 
bill this year, and deal with the military policies for next year. But the recent statement by 
Secretary Gates suggesting that it isn't clear that we're ever going to do this is not only very 
disappointing to me personally, but a source of significant unhappiness among people who 
supported you very strongly. I realize that this was Secretary Gates' musing and not your 
position, but given the fact that he is the Secretary of Defense and said it, I think it is important, 
and I have told this to both Rahm and Greg, that you make it clear that this is not your 
administration\ s policy and that you do intend to get to it in this Congress. 

THIS STA110NEIW PAINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED ft8EIIS 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April 22, 2009 

I am writing to infonn you of my intention to lead a delegation to Jordan, Qatar, 
Iraq, and the United Kingdom during the approximate time period of May 6-12, 2009. 
The purpose of this trip is to meet with government officials in each country to discuss 
issues of mutual concern. For protocol purposes only, spouses of Members may travel at 
no cost to the government. A list of authorized Members and staff will follow at a later 
date. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Air Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108 (g). 

Thank you in advance for youf.piumpt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

1\a-n ?~ 
NANCY;tOSI 
Speaker o;"t House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
US Department of Defense 
The Pentagon Room 3E 880 
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Dear Secretanc.SJIAu: 

April 24, 2009 
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I write to strongly recommend that.you read Andrew Krepinevich's book, 7 Deadly 
Scenarios: A Military Futurist Explores War in the itst Centun'. which was published by 
Bantam earlier this year, at your earliest convenience. 

Drawing on his extensive research as a consultant to several secretaries of defense. the 
CIA, the Homeland Security Counci~ and the Joint Forces Command, Mr. Krepinevicb offers a 
grave assessment of seven critical global trends and their potential to develop into security crises 
for the United States. He paints a stark picture of the enormous security challenges we vm.I 
experience should Pakistan collapse, dirty bombs be detonated inside the U.S., or the world 
experience a global pandem~c. to name a few. 

7 Deadly Scenarios has received acclaim from Sens. Jack Reed and Joe Li~ as 
well as national security journalists, such as Tom Ricks. I have enclosed a sUmmary of the book. 
key reviews, and his full biography for your reference. 

Best wishes. 

FRW:tc 

TillS STATICIIIIERY I'RINlCO ON PAI'm MAOE Of RECYCLED FIBEfiS 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April 25, 2009 

I am writing to infonn you of my intention to lead a delegation to China during 
the approximate time period ofMay 22-31,2009. The purpose of this trip is to meet with 
government officials in each country to discuss issues of mutual concern. For protocol 
purposes only. spouses of Members may travel at no cost to the government. A list of 
authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date. 

It would be appreciated if the Deparbnent of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission. as 
well as Air Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter . 

I' . Sincerely, 

no..'-'1?~ 
NANCY PELO~I 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 
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ThC Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Department ofDefe~ 
Washington DC 20301-1 000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ONE HUNOAEO ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

April 28, 2009 

IRINC. CCNATOH. STAff IIIREC'IOR 

In your April6, 2009 press conference on fiscal year 2010 major budget issues you 
announced a series of key defense program equipment decisions that you had recommended to 
the President. 

In support of your view that the American people deserve "to learn of these 
recommendations fully and in context," we would very much appreciate being provided, by the 
time the fiscal year 2010 budget is submitted to Congress, the background materials that led to 
your decisions. 

We ask that the materials provided by the services to your offme in supporting their 
recommendations be provided. as well as the anaJysis completed. the options considered, the 
supporting rationale for your final decision, and the detailed recommendation you made to the 
President for the F-22, Combat Search and Rescue-X, F-35, Joint Cargo Aircrnft, Future Combat 
Systems, KC-X, and the Next Generation Bomber. The requested detailed infonnation for each 
program of interest is provided in attachments. 

Sincerely, 

11Yf,~·o ~ 
'-' r~eil~bercrornbie 

Chainnan, 

NAIRB:bg 
Enc. 

Air and Land Forces 
Subcommittee 

Roscoe Bartlett 
Ranking Member, 
Air and Land Forces 

Subcommittee 
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Written recommendations made and supporting materials provided by the Department of the Air 
Force for the FY 2010 budget and Future Years Defense Program for the quantity and budget for 
the KC-X program. 

The analysis completed by your office; the options considered; the supporting rationale for your 
fina1 decision; and the detailed recommendation made to the President. 

Subsequent to your April 6 press conference, you were quoted by two news organizations a~ 
saying that the program costs oftwo KC-X variants would be an additional $7-14 billion. Please 
provide the analysis and data that supports how $14 billion was detennined to be the upper limit 
of the estimate. 

Concmting cost and schedule, how did you arrive at your decision to conduct a competition that 
would result in the down select to only one wiMer? 

Attachment 6 



Next Generation Bomber (NOB) 

Written recommendations made and supporting materials provided by the Air Force for the FY 
2010 budget and Future Yeats Defense Program for the quantity and budget for the NGB 
program. 

The analysis completed by your'office; the options considered; the supporting rationale for your 
final decision; and the detailed recommendation made to the President. 

Given the current phase of the NOB acquisition program, please provide your specific concerns. 
issues and aspects of the acquisition program that support your statement "we will not pursue a 
development program ... until we have a better understanding ofthe need, tbe requirement. and 
the technology." 

Please provide the amount and status of any previous or current fiscal year funds 
authorized/appropriated, obligated and expended for the NGB program. 

Please provide the status of any NGB acquisition program contracts awarded and the estimated 
tennination liability costs associated with each. 

Please provide a detailed description of the public and/or private sector workforce impacts and 
risks involved with preservation ofindustrial base capabilities associated with tennination ofthe 
NOB program. 

Attachment 7 
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- Honorable Roberts M. Gates 
The Pentagon 
Washington. D.C. 

Dear Secretary Oates: 

Washington, 'SU: 10515-0511 

May 1, 2009 
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I am writing this letter to respccUUily request tbat yoll restrict any military personnol 
from lcavin& the United States and crossins into Mexico. I urge that you take immediate action. 
of this important matter. 

A3 you know, the recent spread of the ''Swine Flu" bas caused IIWlY to fall gravely ill in 
the United States. This mondng, officials at Marine Base Camp Pendleton confirmed that two 
Marines have "Swine Flu" and are currently hospitalized and recovering in quarantine. In 
addition, a third Marine at Air Grollnd Combat Center at Twentynine Palms bas been infected. 
He is cw-rently in isolation along with 30 of his fellow Marines that he came in contact with. 

While there have been limited deaths iD. the U.S. related to this illness, it is impmative 
that we are proactive in preventing OQl' men and wonten in uniform ftom contracting this deadly 
virus. In Older to maintain ~mbat effectiveness and prevent the spread of this siekness lO other 
members of our military and their families, we must temporarily prohibit the travel of U.S. 
military pet1ionnel into Mexic.o which is highly infected with lhe '"Swine Flu." 'Furth.ennore. the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Conttol and Prevention (CDC) issUed an April 27 notice recommCDding 
that American ~itizcns avoid all nonessential travel to Mexico at this time. It would be rccldcss 
and irresponsible if we did not heed tbis warning and cOIUinucd to allow our servjce personnel to 
cross into Mexico. 

can Hunter 
Member of Congress 
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The Honorable William J. Lynn III 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
1010 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1010 

Dear Secretary Lyrm: 

ONE HIJNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

April 30, 2009 

JOHN M. McHUGH. NEW YORK 
ROSCOE G. BAATLm. MARYlAND 
HOWARD P. "BUCK" McKEON, CALIFORNIA 
NIAC THORNBEARV. TEXAS 
WAL 'TER B. JONES, NORTH CAROLINA 
W. TODD AKIN, MISSOURI 
J.IIANOY FORBES, VIRGINIA 
JEFF MILLER, FlORIDA 
JOE WILSON. SOUTH CAAOUNA 
FRANK A. LoBIONDO. NEW JERSEY 
ROO BISHOP, UTAH 
MICHAEL Tum£11. OHIO 
JOHN KUNE, .. NNESO'TA 
MIKE ROGERS.~ 
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ERIN C. CONATON, STAFF DIRECTOR 

. You are invited to testify before the House Armed Services Committee on The 
Department of Defense at High Risk: The Chief Management Officer's Recommendations for 
Acquisition Reform and Related High Risk Areas on Wednesday, May 6, 2009 at 10:00 AM in 
room 2118 Rayburn House Office Building. 

Committee Rule 13 provides that witness statements must be delivered to the committee 
at least 48 hours in advance of the hearing to facilitate distribution to the members. Therefore, it 
is requested that 120 copies of your prepared statement be delivered to room 2120 Rayburn 
House Office Building by Monday, May 4, 2009. fu addition, consistent with the House rules 
requirement to make materials from hearings electronically available to the general public, 
Committee Rule 13 requires that witness statements be provided to the committee in electronic 
form, This requ~st inay be satisfied by a transmittal via e-mail to Caterina Dutto at 
caterina.dutto@mail.house.gov. 

I appreciate your willingness to appear before the committee and look forward to your 
testimony. Should you have any questions, please contact Andrew Hunter on the committee staff 
at (202) 225-6703 or at andrew.hunter@mail.house.gov. 

IS:cd 

ViyllJ~ref=:=-~ 
IKE SKELTON 
Chairman 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary :~~. 

U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April 30, 2009 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Ed Pastor, Chairman of the House 
delegation to the US-Mexico Interparliamentary Group, to lead a delegation of Members 
and staff to Seattle, Washington during the approximate period of June 5-7, 2009. The 
purpose of the trip is to attend the annual meeting of the US-Mexico InterparJiamentary 
Group. For protocol purposes only, spouses of Members may travel at no cost to the 
government. A list of authorized travelers will follow at a later date. 

It would be appreciated if the Deparbnent of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Air Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
offtmds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

r)ly, (/>~ 

NAN;::L; 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk· 
U.S. House of Representatives 

liD 



The Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April 30, 2009 

This is in fUrther reference to my letter of February 23, 2009, regarding Codel 
Hoyer. 

Please note the new dates of May 26-29, 2009, and that the delegation will only 
be traveling to Denmark. 

It would be appreciated if the Department ofDefimse would furnish such asaiatauce 
as is n~. ind.u~ transportation, to *ilitate tlUa mission. as wen as Marine · 
escort b)(e) military air transportation. Autborization fur the expenditure 
of funds fur the actUal and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt atteotion to this matter. 

r;or~ 
NANCY PELOSI 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 2030 l . 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April 30, 2009 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Rush Holt, a Member of the House 
Democracy Assistance Commission (HDAC), to lead a delegation to Macedonia, 
Kosovo, and Bosnia and Herzegovina on official business during the approximate time 
period of May 25- Jwte 2, 2009. The main pwpose of this trip is to conduct meetings 
with members of the Kosovo Assembly and of the Assembly of the Republic of 
Macedonia in conjunction with the mission of the Commission. In Bosnia, the delegation 
will meet with members of the national parliament, the national executive, and entity 
leaders regarding the status of Bosnia's governance. A list of authorized Members and 
staff will follow at a later date. Spouses of Members may travel at no cost to the 
government for protocol purposes onJy. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Marine escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of fimds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

VJ-.tt?~.-) 
NANCY PELOSI 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk . 
U.S. House of Representatives 



MIKE COFFMAN 
SI'H DISTIIICT, COLQMDO 

ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE 
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SMALL BUSINESS COMMITTEE 
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April 15, 2009 

President Barack Obama 
t 600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 

President Obama, 

lliOIII..oNGwOmt HOUIIl OFfiCI IUILPING 
W-cri'ON, DC2D61B 

(2021226-7882 

OfSTIIICT OfFICE: 
8220 KIUME~ Dll1w 

SunE220 
l.cNE TREE, CO 80124 

(720)26M772 

As you are well aware, piracy has become a serious threat to both American and international 
shipping. The majority of these pirate attacks have taken place along the coastline of Somalia­
a coastline the same length as the United States eastern seaboard- and in the Gulf of Aden north 
of Somalia. 

The recent kidnapping of Captain Richard Phillips following a raid on his commercial ship, the 
Maersk Alabama, by Somali pirates proves more aggressive action is needed to combat piracy. 
The incident involving the Maersk Alabama was a spectacular show of courage. good luck, the 
extraordinary military skill of U.S. Special Forces and the smart decision-making by the Captain 
of the USS Bainbridge, Commander Frank Castellano. Unfortunately, in the future, the pirates 
may be unwilling to take a ship's Captain hostage to protect the safety of the crew or the crew of 
a merchant vessel may be unable to fight back. They were very lucky that the U.S. Navy arrived 
before the pirates were able to make it back to land which would have made it extremely difficult 
to track them down. 

The piracy problem is not a law enforcement challenge because the pirates have umestricted 
access to Somali port facilities and Jand bases that are sanctioned by the governing institutions of 
Somalia irrespective of how dysfunctional they are. This is a military problem and these attacks 
on U.S. merchant ships constitute an act of war on the United States. 

A new course of action should be reviewed. Sending U.S. Warships to patrol these waters isn't 
enough to protect U.S. flagged merchant ships. This is an area that is 1.1 million square miles 
and the U.S. Navy, or any navy, has their hands full trying to protect this vital shipping lane. 
The placement of small detachments ofU.S. Marines or sailors aboard U.S. flagged merchant 
ships would help bring an end to the piracy problem ·off of the coast of Somalia for U.S. 
commercial shipping. This would be a much more cost effective way of ending any advantage 
that the pirates have. New rules of engagement should give U.S. military personnel, ·assigned to 
U.S. merchant ships, the authority to engage any small boat if it demonstrates hostile intent when 
approaching a U.S. merchant ship. 
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There is a precedent for using U.S. military personnel on U.S. flagged merchant vessels. During 
WWII, U.S. military personnel were deployed on U.S. flagged ships to provide protection. 
These detachments were called "The Naval Armed Guard," and were established ¢er the 1941 
repeal of the ''Neutrality Act of 1936," which had outlawed the arming o U.S. merchant vessels. 

It isn't necessary to talk about military operations against the pirates along the Somali coastline 
when we have the option to put small military detachments on board U.S. commercial ships. 
These raids would not only put members of our military unnecessarily at risk but there would 
always be the potential for collateral damage causing harm to the innocent hostages and civilians 
in the target areas. 

Mr. President, how many sailors and Marines are available for such actions and are you willing 
to temporarily station military detachment on U.S. flagged merchant ships? 

Thank you for your time and I look forward to your response. 

· Sincerely, 

.,4e,g__ 
Mike Coffman, M.C. 

CC: The Honorable Robert Gates 



(fJ:ongrtss e.f tbt 1tnittb 6tattf 
IIIMbingtllllt Jilt 20515 

The Honomble Robert M. Oates 
Secretary ofDefensc . 
1000 Defense P~tagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

MayS·.2009 

Your internal budget process :consistS of serious deliberation on threat analysis, risk 
assessment and cost benefit tradeoff's in r<:gard to budg.etary decisions-. This infonnation is 
ctitical for Members of Congress and the publlcto knQW, l:ind for this reason I am· concerned 
about·a disturbingttend·ofrestrieting budget and inspection information within the·Department 
of Defense. 

I understand that you· recently •ed senior official$ in the O~t to sign a Non· 
disclosure Agreement as it relates to the President• s FYl 0 Budget proposal. While I fully 
understand ihat some of1hese discussions must be kept confidential, I am co.ncetned.tbat 1) this 
agreement is not. strictly limited to predecisional discussions, and l) .that COrlgi:eSS may be 
excluded from oversight ana en.g'~ent due to the restrictions put in place by- this aa,teem~t• 

Specifically .• the Agreement states that, budget-related information restrieted ineludes . 
"[information,] p~edeeisional or otllenvise, concerning the Administration~s deliberation of the 
natw-e and amounts of the President's budget fot:Fiscal Year.2010, and any supplemental budget 
request submitted during the current fiscal year . ., Can I expect a candid. answer from a senior 
military official When I ask them. about the process used· to establi~ priori~ies, either now, or 
after the President's detailed Budget is released to the public? Members of Congress deserve 
candid answers &om senior military officers that are not suppressed or censored--either·direCtly. 
or implicitly via a culture of regulations that muzzles their independent ptofessionalJudgm~. 

. We are well.aware that only tht President. and his ~taff ~ th~ ftiJ[ revenue~ IUld resOOI'<le 
requirements of the Vnit~ States Government, and lJlembers of his Administration are expected 
to implement his guidance. However, the Constitution charges:Conp~ not the Bxeeutive~ with 
the mandate to raise-and support armies and.na-vies, and it grants authority to Con.gress to fund 
the budget for our defense and the o~ constitutional ~nsibilities. I am con~el11t41mtt 
these restrictions on the deliberation of these tradeoff! ·ate reflected in th«W Pr.esident'·s Budget this 
year and future years severely and unnecessarily limits the Congress .in these constitutional 
duties. 

The COngress, and the. Nation as a whQle, can ill-afford 1)1¢ Nl;ltion•s seniQr military 
l®dership to be forced to equivocate or be pedantic in so far as their professional opinion is 
coneemed; particularly as it relates to risk "Caleulation. and thteat analysis associated with. the' 
priorities of the Departmei:lt ofDefe~ and the allocation of taxpayer dollars~ 



F~Qte, I am concerned: to learn that previously Ul)elassified INSURV ~ions 
will now be classified. It js sometirn~ only through tbemedja~·pt~plic awareness •. as was this 
case with the inspections of "the- USS Stoot and USS Cltt:Jsin, tbat.we team of the urgent need to 
address some of the Shortfalls the miiifary hu,..including the $417millioti shortfall m 4!1bip depot 
maintenanec . .fot t1iis. year alone. If~ ~ports· are cla$sifi.ed, we are unable tQ oommunleate 
these needs: tQ the pl,lblic. 

Lastly, .. senior .Army,ofticials abruptly wilhdr:ew·toom a recent heaiing .before the House 
Armed Services Ak and Land Forees Subcommittee dnFuture Combat sysu:m. This: hearing 
was to focys. oothe· status of the FCS program in lig}tt of a recent OAO ~Ott that blade 
~endations on this ·system. The$e actions conthme to:·C.®trlbute,to the perceptiOn thatfthe 
Department in not interested h1 engaging w,ith Congress to determine: the best ~ble salution. 
The classification of inspections and excluding Congress :from budgetary discUSSion serve as an 
impediment for Congress to fulfill its constitutional responsibility to .provide the necessary. 
.resources to support our national security st:r$egy and the rest ofthe federal govemm"nt. 

More than ever, our budget needs a close look. In f~ President. 0~ indicated in -one 
of hiS ftrSt Executive Orders cotwer.ning the Freedom of Information A«, tbat "A dem.Oci'acy 
requires a«ountabflity, and accountability tcquires ttanspaieil.GY'. As JUStice Louis Bnnldeis. 
wrote, "sunlight is said to be the best of .disinfectantS."' ·welulderstand.tha,t most bud~ 
<;lOG~~ ~-~ot ~u~jectto FOJA -\l®.er ~ VSG S$2{b)(S)t.and it 1U8f be timely ·to rec~er 
this exemption. · 

There·is no more serious responsibility that PresidentObama,. ~or we haw tltati tO_ 
ensure the security ofthia great. Nation. We remain.strong suPPQJ'tefJ of. yQut efforts AAd of tbe 
candor witb which you have 1estifietl'hefQre Congress. We look.fbrward to WOiking witnyou to 
ensure our Nation has the defense it needs. Thanks you for your assistance~ 

Sincerely, 

~ ' 

! 

' 
i 





----------------------

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This Jetter will authorize the Honorable John Tanner, Chairman of the House 
NATO Parliamentary Assembly (NATO PA) group, to lead a delegation of Members and 
staff to Norway, Sweden, and Finland during the approximate periodofMay 22-31, 
2009. The purpose of this trip will be to attend the NATO PA's Spring Session and to 
meet with govermnent officials in each country in conjunction with the mission of the 
Assembly. For protocol purposes only, spouses of Members may travel at no cost to the 
government. A list of authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Air Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of funds for the actual and·necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). . 

Please also note that Mr. David Hobbs, Secretary General of the NATO PA, has 
been invited to travel with the delegation in-theatre. 

· Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

n~ 'P~ 
NANCYP~OSJ 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April 23, 2009 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Richard E. Neal, Chairman of the US­
Ireland Interparliamentary Group, to lead a delegation ofMembers and staff to Ireland, 
Northern Ireland, and the United Kingdom during the approximate period of June 26-
July 5, 2009. The purpose of the trip is to express the United States' strong support for 
the new power-sharing government in Belfast and to meet with government officials in 
both countries to discuss issues of mutua] concern. For protocol pwposes only, spouses 
may travel at no cost to the government. A list of authorized travelers will follow at a 
Jaterdate. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Air Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

ndln~?~. 
NANCYPEL I 
Speak~ 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Mi11er, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



IKE SKELTON, MISSOURI, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN SPRATT, SOUTH CAROLINA 
SOLOMON P. ORTIZ, TEXAS 
GENE TAYLOR, MISSISSIPPI 
NEIL ABERCROMBIE. HAWAII 
SILIIESTRE REYES, TEXAS 
VIC SNYDER, ARKANSAS 
AOI>M SMITH, WASHINGTON 
LDIIETTA SANCHEZ, CALIFORNIA 
MIKE MciNTYRE, NORTH CAROUNA 
ELLEN 0. TAUSCHER, CALIFOilNIA 
ROBERT A. BRACY, PENNSYLVANIA 
ROBEFJT ANOAEYIS, NEW JERSEY 
SUSAN A. DAVIS, CALIFORNIA 
JAMES R. L.ANGEVIN, RHODE ISLAND 
RICK LARSEN. WASHINGTON 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

it.~. ~o~e of l\epresentatibes 
UllaJbington. J)( 20515--6035 

JIM COOI'EII, TENNESSEE 
Jl\/l MARSHALL, GEORGIA 
MADEt.EI>JE Z. BORDAUO. GUAM 
BRAD ELLSWORTH, INDIANA 
PATMCK J. UUAPHV, Pf!NNSYLVANIA 
HANK JOHNSON, GEORGIA 
CAROL SIEA·PORTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
JOE COURTNEY, CONNEC11CUT 
DAVIO LOEBSACK. IOWA 
JOE SESTAK, PENNSYLVANIA 
GAI3RlEWE GIFFORDS, ARIZONA 
NIKI TSONGAS. MASSACHUSETTS 
GLENN NY£, VIRGINIA 
CHEUJE PINGREE, MAINE 
1.A1U1Y KISSELl. NORTH CAROUNA 
MARTIN HEINRICH, NEW MEXICO 
FRANK M. KRATOVIL, JR., MARYLAND 
ERIC J.J. MASSA. NEW YORK 
BOBEIY BRIGHT, ALAEIAMA 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

May6,2009 

JOHN M. M<:ijlJGH, NEW YORK 
ROSCOE G. SARli.ETT, MARYLAND 
HOWARD P. "BUCK" McKEON. c:AUFORNIA 
MAC THORNBERRY. TEXAS 
WALTER 11 JONES, NORTHCAROUNA 
W. TODD A~IN, MISSOURI 
J. RANDY I'OIISES, VIRGIIIIIA 
JEFF MIUER, FLORIDA 
JOE WLSON. SOUTH CAROLINA 
FRANK A. LoeiONDO. NEW JERSEY 
ROB BISHOP,l.nAH 
MICHAR TURNER. OHIO 
JOHN KLINE, MINNESOTA 
MIKE ROGERS. ALABAMA 
TRENT ~HANKS, ARIZONA 
BILL SHUSTER. PENNSYLVANIA 
CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS, WASHINGTON 
K. MICHAEL COilAWAY, TEXAS 
DOUG LAMBORN, COLOAAOD 
~WITTMAN, \IIRGNA 
MARY FALUN, OKLAHOMA 
DUNCAN HUNTEFL CAUFORNA 
JOHN C. FLEMING, LOUISIANA 
MIKE COfFMAN, COLORADO 
THOMAS J. ROONEY,FLPRIDA 

ERIN C.CONATON, STAFfDIIECTOil 

You are invited to testify before the House Anned Services Committee on the ~iscal Year 
2010 National Defense Budget Request from the Department ofDefense on Wednesday, May 
13, 2009 at 10:00 am in room 2118 of the Rayburn House Office Building. 

Committee Rule 13 provides that witness statements must be delivered to the committee 
at least 48 hours in advance of the hearing to facilitate distribution to the members. Therefore, it 
is requested that 120 copies of your prepared statement be delivered to room 2120 Rayburn 
House Office Building by the morning of Monday, February 4, 2008. In addition, consistent with 
the House rules requirement to make materials from hearings electronically available to the 
general public, Committee Rule 13 requires that witness statements be provided to the committee 
in electronic form. This request may be satisfied by a transmittal via e-mail or disk. 

I appreciate your willingness to appear before the committee and look forward to your . 
testimony. Should you have any questions, please contact Andrew Hunter on the committee staff 
at (202) 225-6703 or at Andrew.Hunter@mail.house.gov. · 

IS:cd 

~~el ~---· 
Ike Skelton 
Chainnan 



TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON 
15TH Dls"NUCT, ILLINOIS 

AGRICULTURE 
GeNEIW. F ...... COMMOOITJ!$ 

AI>ID AlsK MANAGEMENT 

TRANSPORTATION AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
HIGiiWAYS ANb TIU.NSIT 

RAMClADS, f'IPELIIES, AND 
HAZARDOUS MATERiAlS 

April 23, 2009 

Congres• of tbt llniteb Si>tatt• 
J(Jo~e of 1\tptesmtatibe!i 
Ma~tnpon. •~: 20515-1315 

U.S. Department of Defense 
Dr. Robert Gates. Secretary 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
W asbington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

RIEJ\.VTO: 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

D 1207 LONGWORTH HOOBE OFFICE BuiLDING 
WA¥t1NGTON, DC 20515 

D 

D 

D 

1202) 22&-2371 

DISTRICT OR'ICES: 

2004Fox0..,. 
CMMIPAIGN,II. G1820 
1217140~0 

202 NORTH PROSP&CT RoAD 
SUITE 203 

BLooMINGTON, IL 81704 
1309)663-7049 

655 Wf.sT UNCOLif 
UNIT I 

CIWII.ESTON, IL 61920 
12171 348-61611 

1001 MARKET S111E£T 
SullE 102 

MOUNT CARMEL, ll62863 
1618)262-8719 

I am writing you today to lend my support for Cbana Ubs, lnc and their STIR Phase fi 
funding for the Micro-burner based flame Ionization o.tectors for Micro-scale Gas 
Chromatographs. 

Chana Labs is a cutting edge company that currently is workiD.I on vapor and particle 
sampling vacuums, handheld explosive detectors in addition to the ionization detecton. 
Their work will have .a. wide range of uses ancS could prove very useful in National 
Security 8lld fer~ persomel. · 

I ask that ct>ana Lahs, Inc be gi-nil any and all consideration for SITR Ph:ise !1-fi,..&ag. ' 
If you have any questions or if I can be of any assistance please feel free to contact me at 
(217) 403-4690. 

Timothy V. Johnson 
Member of Congress 
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ROBERT W£l(LER 

19TH DISTRICT OF FLORID" 

April27, 2009 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20515 

Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense· 
1400 Defense Pentagon · 
Washington, DC 20jOt-1400 

Dear Robert: 

I would like to offer. my sincerest congratulations to you as you J:tegin 
serving as Secretary· of Derense. Your appointment to this position is 
indicative not only of your qualifications to serve, but of your conunitment 
to President Obama's message of change and your desire to lead our nation 
through the many challenges we face. 

At this trying time in our nation's history, I have no doubt that your 
leadership in the U.S. Department of Defense wiD be a benefit to all who 
serve with you, and I look forward to working with you and President 
Obama as we lead our nation in a new direction. Please do not hesitate to 
contact me anytime I may be of assistance to you as you work with 
President Obama, Vice President Bielen, and the Executive Cabinet to 
accomplish these goals . 

. ·- ······· ........ ~--·--,...,...----------...--·-· __ .,.,.. --·-·------· .. --. -....... 
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JOHN A. 80EHNE1i!, REPUBliCAN LEADER 

MayS, 2009 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Office of the Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

The Subcommittee on Intelligence Community Management of the House Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence will hold an open hearing on the Government Accounting Office's 
upcoming report on Personnel Security Clearance Reform from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm on 
Tuesday, May 19, 2009. We invite you or your designee to testify at this open session. 

In March of 2008, our Subcommittee requested that the Government Accountability Office 
(GAO} evaluate the joint ODNI-DOD reform effort, relative to best practice standards that GAO 
has used to evaluate other government reform efforts. The Committee also asked GAO to review 
the criteria that the Administration is using to assess the effectiveness of its efforts. The day of 
the hearing, GAO will release its report on those refonn efforts. We request that you be prepared 
to respond to GAO's findings at the upcoming hearing. 

Please provide your statement for the record by May 14, 2009. Please limit oral testimony to ten 
minutes. Questions regarding this hearing may be directed to Ms. Mieke Eoyang, Subcommittee 
Staff Director, at 202-225-7690. 

Subcommittee on 
. Intelligence Community Management 

Sincerely, .,....L ~' 

~~ 
Ranking Member 
Subconunittee on 

Intelligence Community Management 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 2030lwl300 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

2181 RAYIIURN HOUSE OFFICE BUII..DIIG 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6100 

May6, 2009 
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Authorization is bereby granted to the Honorable Gregorio KiliU Camacho Sablan to travel on a Congressional 
Delegation (CODEL) led by Congressman James Langevin to Ku\vait, Iraq, Bahraiu, Mghanistan, United Arab 
Emirates, and Gennany on May 24111 througb June 2ad, 2009. The purpose of tbe trip is to visit Leadership and 
service members and to visit the Landstuhl Regional Medical Center. Also, members will meet with U.S. Agency 
for International Development and State Department representatives to discuss education programs in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

It is requested that the Department of Defense to furnish such assistance, including transportation. as may be 
required to facilitate this trip. The expenditure of funds for payment and actual expenses and transportation is 
authorh:ed pursuant to Title 31 U.S.C. llOS(g). Travel will be conducted by militaly and/or commercial aircraft 
up to business class, including foreign flas carriers when U.S. carriers are not available. The CODEL requests the 
U.S. Air Fon:e give support to this Delegation. 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Ms. Becky Cruz Liza.ma at 202-225-2646 or Mr. 
Craig Greene at 202-225415 L. Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

GM:ejh 
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JERRY McNERNEY. CALIFORNIA 
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STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1 000 Defense Pentagon · 
Washington, DC 20301-:-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

COMM1lTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

335 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE BUilDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

hnp:/lveterans.housa.gov 

April 30, 2009 

REPUBLICANS 

STEVE BUYER. ll.m!ANA. RANKING 

CLIFF STEARNS. FLORIDA 
JERRY MORAN, KANSAS 
HENRY E. BROWN. JR. SOUTH CAROLINA 
JEFF MILLER. FLORIDA 
JOHN BOOZMAN, ARKANSAS 
BRIAN P. BILBRAY, CALIFORNIA 
DOUG LAMI!ORN. COLORADO 
GUS M. B1URAKIS, FLORIOA 
VERN BUCHANAN, FLORIDA 
DAVID P. ROE, TENNESSEE 

KINGSTON E. SMITH 
REPUBLICAN STAff DIRECTOR 

AND CHIEF COUNSEL 

I have authorized Congressman Timothy J. Walz to travel on official government 
business to Israel, the West Bank, Egypt, and Turkey during the period of May 24-May 
31,2009. 

Mr. Walz will be accompanying the Congressional Delegation headed by Senator Robert 
Casey, Member of the Senate Committee on Foreign Affairs. The primary purpose of the 
Delegation's visit is to meet with regional leaders to disc~s the potential progress on the 
Middle East Peace Process, the regional responSe to Iran's nuclear program, and Turkey's 
integration with its neighbors. Mr. Walz will bring to bear in discussions a focus on the 
quality of life of military personnel and future veterans 

The actual cost of lodging is authorized in Israel, the West Bank, Egypt, and Turkey. It 
would be appreciated if the Department of Defense could furnish such assistance as may 
be required, including transportation to facilitate this trip. The expenditures of funds for 
payment of actual and necessary expenses and transportation as may be required is 
auth~lized pursuant to titleJl, U.S.C,' Section llO~(g). 

Thank you for your continued support and assistance. If you have further questions, 
please contact Bernie Dotson of the Committee staff at 202-226-3653. 

MS/jz 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 2030 l 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

May4,2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of April 22, 2009, regarding the delegation 
I am leading May 6-12, 2009. Please note that the following Members and staff are 
authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), Speaker, and Mr. Paul Pelosi 
The Honorable Rush Holt (D-NJ) 

The Honorable Wilson Livingood, House Sergeant at Anns 
The Honorable Brian Monaghan, Attending Physician 
Mr. John Lawrence, Chief of Staff, Speaker Pelosi 
Ms. Wyndee Parker, Senior: Policy Advisor, Speaker Pelosi 
Mr. Drew Hammill, Communications Director 
Ms. Bridget Fallon, Chief of Protocol for the Speaker 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
N CYPELOSI 
S eaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Mil er, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr, Secretary: · 

May6,2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of February 13, 2009, regarding Codel 
Capps to Haiti. The following Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Lois Capps (D-CA) 
The Honorable David Dreier (R-CA) 
The Honorable Mazie Hirono (D-HI) 
The Honorable Gwen Moore (D-WI) and Mr. Adesolu Omokunde 

Mr. John Lis, Staff Director, House Democracy Assistance Commission 
Ms. Margarita Seminario, Professional Staff Member, HDAC 
Mr. Tommy Ross, Legislative Director, Office of Rep. David Price 
Ms. Rachael Leman, Policy Director, House Rules Committee 
Ms. Muftiah McCartin, Committee Staff Director, HRC (Majority) 
Mr. Brad Smith, Committee StatfDirector, HRC (Minority) 
Mr. Clay Wellborn, Deputy Assistant Director, CRS (authorized by HCF A) 
Ms. Maureen Taft Morales, Senior Analyst, CRS (authorized by HCFA) 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

nmly, ~ 
NAN~SI 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
W asbington, DC 20301 
Dear Mr. Secretary: 

May6, 2009 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Charles B. Rangel (D-NY) to lead a 
delegation ofMembers and staff to the funeral of the late Honorable Jack F. Kemp. 

It is requested that the Department of Defense provide bus transportation and Air 
Force escort as needed to support the movement of current Members of Congress, former 
Members of Congress, and Congressional staffbetween the U.S. Capitol and Washington 
National Cathedral on Friday, May 8, 2009. Spouses of Members may travel at no cost 
to the government for protocol pwposes only. A complete list of Members and staff 
authorized to travel will follow at a later date. 

Authorization for the expenditure of funds should be made pursuant to 31 USC 
1108 (g) 

Thank you in advance for your prompt assistance with the matter. 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller 
Clerk, U.S. House ofRepresentatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

May7,2009 

This letter will authorize Mr. John Sullivan, Parliamentarian of the House, to 
accompany Codel Kosmas (authorized by the House Committee on Science and 
Technology) to Florida during the appropriate period of May 11,2009. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance 
as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as wen as Air 
Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for 
the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 11 08(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

D~PE~?~ .... -· -
Speaker ofth.e House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



The Honomble Robert M. Gates 
Se<:retary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 
Dear Mr. Se<:retary: 

May 7,2009 

This is iil further reference to my letter of May 6, 2009 regardihg Codel Rangel (D-NY) 
to the funeral of'the late 'Honorable Jack F. Kemp. The following persons are authorized to 
travel: 

The Honorable Charles B. Rangel (D-NY) 
The Honomble Jerry Lewis (R-CA) 
The Honorable Dan Lungren (R-CA) and Mrs. Bobbi Lungren 
The Honorable James Moran (D-VA) 
The Honorable Mike Pence (R-IN) and Mrs. Karen Pence 
The Honorable Christopher H. Smith (R-NJ) and Mrs. Marie Smith 
The Honorable Frank Wolf(R-VA) and Mrs. Carolyn Wolf 

The Honorable Dan Beard, Chief Administrative Officer 

The Honorable E. Thomas Coleman (Former Member) and Mrs. Coleman 
The Honorable James Courter (Former Member) 
The Honorable Gary Franks (Former Member) 
The Honomble Robert Livingston (Former Member) 
The Honorable Robert Michel (Forriter Member) 
The Honorable Donn Anderson (Former Officer of the House) 

Mrs. Cheryl Sensenbrenner 
Mrs. Vicky Tiahrt 

Thank you in advance for your prompt assistance with the matter. 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller 
Clerk, U.S. House of Representatives 
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HOUSE COMMI'ITEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

May 11,2009 

itiiN C. CONArotl, STAR' OIIIECTOR 

Last Thul'5day, Congress received the Department of Defense's portion of the President's 
Fiscal Year 2010 budget submission. t understand that the detailed justification of budget estimates 
will be provided this week. Concummt with the submission of the budget details, I had also 
expected the Department to submit the report required by law regarding F/A-18 procurement and 
the 30-year aviation force structure report. As you know, section 123 of the Duncan Hunter 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009 {Public Law 11 0-417) requires you to 
submit a report comparing costs ofF/A-18 multi-year versus annual procurement options, not later 
than March 1, 2009. Further, section 23la oftitle 10, United States Code, requires you to submit an 
annual aircraft plan and certification along with the submission of the President's budget. 

Unfortunately, Committee staff has been told by the Under Secretary of Defense 
(Comptroller) that these reports may not be submitted, or, at best, the F/ A-18 multiyear report will 
be delayed and a "notional'" thirty-year aviation plan might be submitted. Ifthis is the case, I 
respectfully ask that you reconsider and transmit the two reports in a manner that is consistent with 
both the statute and the spirit of the law. The information requested in the required reports is 
critical to our Subcommittee's oversight responsibilities and for budget transparency. 

I look forward to working closely with you as we move through the authorization and 
appropriation process this year. · 

Sincerely. 

1\.J. ( ~ czt-:__;. 
W. TODDAKIN 
Ranking Member, 
Subcommittee on Seapower 
and Expeditionary Forces 

1~111 1111 



JOHN CONYERS, JR. MlcNoen 
CHAIRMAN 

HO'VIIARO l, BERMAN. Celifornle 
RICK BOUCH~. v;IIJirna 
JERROLD NAOL.Ir:R, N•w York 
AOBERT c. ·aosBY" scon. Virginia 
l'dELVIN L. WATT, Nort:h Caroline 
ZOE LOFGREN. C.lilomio 
SHfiLA JACKSON LEE. Texas 
MAJ<INE WATERS. C.llfomla 
WILLIAM D. OELAHUNT, Me•11cflusetts 
ROBeRT W~XlER, Florida 
STEVE COHEN. Tenn.ssae 
HENRY C. "HANK" JOm!SON. JR., Georgie 
FeORO, PIERLUISI, Pu..to Rioo 
LUIS V. GUTIERREZ, Illinois 
BRAD SHERMAN, C.lifornia 
TAMMY SAl~. Wi<col1sln 
CHAAI.E5 A. GOHZALEZ. T"'"'' 
AlmiOif'l D. WE'H£11. Now Voo1< 
ADAM B. SCHIFF. Colifomia 
OAME.l. 8. MAFFei, New Varlr. 
LINDA T. sANCHEZ. Collfornia 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTz, Ao.;<a 
"VACANT" 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

[Ongrrss of tht llnittd ~tatts 
!\oust of Rtprcsmtatiots 
COMMITIEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

2138 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6216 

(2021 225-3951 
http~/www.house.gov/judiciarv 

May7,2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Office ofthe Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washingto~ DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

LAMAR S. SMITH, Ta ... 
IIANKING MI'IOIIITV MEMBER 

F. JAM~ seNSENBIE .... Efl. JR., w-..;n 
HOWARP COBLE, Norlh C-illo 
ELTON GALLEGL Y, Cal'ifaml• 
BOB GOODLATTE, Yiogmio 
PANEL E. LUNGREN. C.lilomia 
OARIIELL E.ISSA. COI!otnla 
J. RANDY FORBES. Vi11Jinle 
SlfVE I(ING, lowe 
TRENT FRANKS. Arl~nl 
LOUIE OOHMERT, r .. ., 
JIM JORDAN, Ohio 
TED POE, Texas 
JASON CHAFI£T2. Uloh 
THOMAS ROONEY, Florida 
13RfGG HARPER. Ml•lalopl 

On April21, 2009, Ranking Member Lamar Smith and I introduced H.R.1983, a 
biU to enact certain laws relating to small business as title 53, United States Code, "Small 
Business· . ., The· bill restates the· Small Business Act and the Small Business Investment 
Act of 1958, along with related provisions in other Acts, as a new positive law title of the 
United States·Code. The new positive law title replaces the existing provisions, which 
are repealed by the bill. 

I am writing to invite you, as the head of an agency with responsibility for 
administering laws that will be included in title 53, to review the bill, and to share it with 
other interested parties as appropriate. I ask that you and others bring any questions ~r 
s-11ggestions to the attention of the Office of the Law Revision Counsel and, if you wish, 
to the attention of the Judiciary Colnmittee as well.· · · 

The bill was prepared by the Office of the Law Revision Counsel of the House of 
Representatives as part of its ongoing responsibility under 2 U.S.C. §28Sb to prepare, and 
s11bmit to the Committee on the Judiciary one title at a time, a complete compilation, · 
restatement, and revision of the general and pennanent laws of the United States .... 

All changes in ·existing law made by the bill are purely teclmical in natur.e. The 
bill was prepared in accordance with the·statutory·standard for codification legislation, 
which is that the restatement of exis:ting law shall conform to the understood policy, 
intent. and purpose of Congress in the original enactments, with such amendments and 
corrections as will remove ambiguities, contradictions, and other imperfections. 



Hon. Robert M. Gates 
May7,2009 
Page Two 

Please note that the bill is not intended to make any substantive changes in the 
law. As is typical with the codification process, a number of non-substantive revisions 
are made, including the reorganization of sections into a more coherent overall structure, 
but these changes are not intended to have any substantive effect. Nor would changes of 
a substantive nature be within the scope of this bill. Rather, we are asking you and others 
to review the bill from a technical perspective, to help make sure that the bill does not 
inadvertently make changes that could be construed to have substantive effect, and that it 
does not create or maintain any ambiguities that can be clarified or contradictions that can 
be corrected. 

I would appreciate it if all comments could be received no later than November 3, 
2009, after which time the Committee will proceed to consider the bill and move it to the 
floor as expeditiously as possible. 

The bill, along with a detailed section-by-section explanation of the bill, can be 
accessed on the internet site of the Office of the Law Revision Counsel 
(http://uscode.house.gov/). Persons interested in obtaining a printed copy of the bill and 
explanation, and persons interested in submitting comments on the bill, should contact Tim 
Trushel, Senior Counsel, Office of the Law Revision Cowsel, U.S. House of 
Representatives, H2-308 Ford House Office Building, Washington, DC, 20515. The 
telephone number is 202-226-9058, and the email address is Tim.Trushel@mail.house.gov. 

Thank you for your assistance. 
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~tmrUttee on Utrwportatton aub Jnttasttuttutt 

Mr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Wa~h DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

8ialf.Jington~ M 20515 JeiJn 1.. Jlliu 
-.nmg 1\tpuf!Uc:u.ffhmber 

. May 18, 2009 

I would like to invite you at yo\11' tep.resentative to testify before the: Committee on Coast 
G\W:d and Maritime TW'Ispottation :reguding Pimcy Against U.S~-Plagged VesseJa: Lessons 
I...eamed. The hearing will take place on Wedne.day, May 20,2009 at 10:00 a.m. in Room 2167 of 
the Raybum House Office Building (HOB). 

Wi.rnesses must have 50 copies of written testimony lw:td-delivered to Room 507 Fo.td 
HOB, to the attention of Ianta Sununets, by close of business go Iuesday, Mty 12, 2009. In 
addition, 50 copies of testimony must be hand-delivered ro 2165 Rayburo HOB, to the attention of 
Jimmy Miller, by close of business on Tuesda,v May 19 2009. Name, mailing address, o~tion 
rep.reseoted, and telephone numbcl must appear on the face of the testimony. 

For the pw:pose of complying with House Rule XI, clause 2(e)(4), requiring each committee 
to make ita publications available in electronic form to the maximum extent practicable, each 
witness is strongly wged to submit testimony in Microsoft Word format (i.e. copy on disk). 

WJtnesKs are recpmmended to limit their testimony to a five-minute oral summ&Q' of their 
sta.tem,enm. The fuU statement will be included in the printed record of the hearing. 

If you need special accommodations, please contact Jimmy Miller at (202) 225-4472 at least 
four days before the hearing. 



0511812009 12:58 FAX 2022268068 . .. " H(JUSH '!'t'ANSfUKl'ATlUN 

Secretary Gates 
Page Two 

If yOU or your staff have any questions. please contact John Cullathet, Staff Director of the 
Subcommittee on Coast Guard a.ncl Maritime Transportation, at (202) 226--6861. His facsimile 
number is (202) 226-8068. 

I look fotward to your testimony. 

Sincerely, 

fic:Le:~~j 
Elijah. lcummings 
Chair 
SubcoiODlittee on Coast Guard and Mariti.tlle 
Transportation 
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The Honorable Robert Oates 
Secretary 
Department of Defense 
llSS Defense Pentagon Way 
Washington, DC 20301 

DeEll' Secretary Gates: 

May 18,2009 

P. 02 

:SCIEIICii AMD Tlii:HNOLOISY 

e-M'-N,Tf--IN•"",.._ .,...,_"""_ 

.. (olof.B .. -~LIWI-.41011 
~TIIIftlillllldl Hloo11t,l_,..__.....,._ 

I am writing to invite you to the groundbrcaking of the "Remember Me'" Rose Garden in 
Washington, DC in order to honor the spirit of the men and ·women whose lives were lost on 
September 11. 2001. This rose garden in Washington. DC will honor the victims of the Pentagon 
attack, including the crew and passengers of American Airlines Flight 77. 

The "Remember Me" Rose Garden will break around OD Wednesday. May 20. 2009 at 
10:00 AM at the LaSalle-Backus Education Campus (SOl Riggs Rd. NE, WasJUnston, DC 20011). 
Backus Middle School. which has since merged with LaSalle Elementary School, was one of three 
Washington. DC schools that had students and teachers perish on Flight 77. These students and 
teachers. along with staff members ftom the National Geographic Society, were on their way to 
California on a. National Geographic Society study program. 

"Remember Me" Rose Garden is a 50l(c){3) non-profit organization based in Portland, 
Oregon-the "City ofRoses." A rose garden will bo created em or near each of the three sites of 
the September 11 tragedy. The gardens arc meant to uplift and renew the spirit of our nation and 
provide a beautiful sanctuary where the families and friends of all who died can come to seek 
comfort and peace. 

It would be a great privilege and distinct honor if you would be able to attend the 
"Remember Me" Rose Oarden groundbreakina ceremony in Washington. DC. If you III'C tmable 
to attend. a member of your staff would be most wcleo.me. If you have questions or would like 
further information~ please do not hesitate to contact Ms. Sue Casey. the founder of the 
"Remember Me" Rose Garden: 503453-3352 (o); S03-S39-7S31 (c)i !!ue@remember-me-rose.org. 

Thank you for yow- kind consideration. 

Wu 
Member of Conp.ss 
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The Honorable Robeit Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U .. S. Department of Defense 
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May 14,2009 

1000 Defense Pentagon, Room 3E718 
Washington. DC 20301 

Dear Sect-etaiy Gates~ 

WASHINGTON OFFICii: 
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WASHINGTON, DC 20515-4608 

C202lm-4376 
FAX: (202) 22HQ17 

DIStRICT OFFICE: 
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FAX: 1703) 922-S43ti 

www.moran house .gov 

I thank you foJ your continued dedication to the nation's men and women in unifotm and for 
your own service to our nation. 

Jhe cun-ent prohibition on allowing gay men and lesbians to serve openly in the military. known 
commonly as "don't ask, don't tell" is a policy that should be rescinded. There continues to be evidence 
that the disctiminatory policy costs the Depmtment of Defense hundreds of millions in wasted 
expenditures, thousands of men and women are prevented .fiom serving their country in unifo1m, and 
hundreds of militw:y specialists are discharged annually, all to the detriment of our national security. 
Public opinion is shifting as a majority of the American public and growing numbers in the militaty 
community suppo1t a change in policy. Moteover, during his candidacy, ~d now reiterated in 
statements made by his Administration, President Batack Obama has asse1ted it is his intention to end 
the "don't ask, don't tell'" policy. 

I understand that during this time the nation, and the Department of Defense in patticula:r, :faces many 
challenges. Nevertheless, I feel that eveJy day that the "don't ask, don't tell" policy remains law our militaty is 
disadvantaged and good soldiers are unable to setve. I o increase tnmspmency on the effects the "don't ask, 
don't tell" policy is having on our miHtaty, I n:quest that the Office of the Secretary of Defense provide 
monthly reports on th~ number of militaty persoiUlel discharged because of this policy. Since JanUaty, I have 
made similar Iequests of the Aimy for discharge data.. However, so as not to single out one stuvice branch, 
disclosure across the tmtire Department would be a more app10p1iate way to assess the impact of the "don't 
ask, don't tell" policy, 

I he setvicemembers and civilians working for the Depattrnent of Defense reflect the vt:zy best 
our nation .has to offei'. I look forward to woiking with the President and the Department on r-epealing 
the "don't ask, don't tell" policy so that ow· military can be even stronge1.. I thank you for your attention 
to this matter. 

JPM/hdb 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary, Oepartment of Defense 
1000 Oefense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

May20,2009 

NO. 1099 P. 2 
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In a letter sent to you on Apri115, I requested information related to the competitive bidding 
process that preceded the awarding of emnatks in the confcrcnee report language of the FY 2008 
DefeDse Appropriations bill. Speci&ally, I asked you to provide me with all relevant infonnation on 
the competitive bidding ptocess for a selected list of earmarks, including any relevant JUS1ifications and 
Approvals (J&As). 

Since that time my staff has been working productively with the Office ofthe Comptroller, 
\Wich is the offtce initially tasked with eompletin& this request However, it is my understanding that 
the assistance and cooperation of the Office of Aequisi1ion, Technology and Logistics is crucial to the 
collection of this information. 

I respectfully request that ac1ion be taken at the appropriate Jevel to task tbe Office of 
Acquisition, Technolo8J and Logi.sties jointly with this request. The initial meeting initiating this 
request took place on Marth 31. 1 am Vf:lY anxious to sec tlrls :information bef'ote the Congress begins 
work on appropriations for the next f1SC81 year. Should you need further guidance, pleue contact my 
Legislative Director, Mr: Chandler Mors~ or my Legislative Assistant for defense matccrs, Ms. Colleen 
Gilbert, at (202) 225-2635. 
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The Honorable Robert Oates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1155 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

May 13,2009 

W!I.SHINGTON OffiC~: 
430 C\NNON HOUSE OFFICE Butl.DING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20& 15 
PHONE: (202) 226-6565 

FAX: (2021 225-5547 

DISTRICT OFFICES: 

l:!YMl!l& 
20202 U.S. HIGHWAY 59 NORTH 

SUIT& 105 
HVMSLE, TX 77338 

PHONE: (281)441H1242 
FAX: (2811 44~252 

~W!.'l!Q~I. 
505 ORLEANS 

SUITE 100 
BEAUMONT. TX 77701 

PHONE: (409)212-1997 
FAX: 1409)212-8711 

I am disturbed to have learned from a recent news report that some of our troops based in 
Iraq were not adequately provided with enough rations of drinking water nor the use of safe 
potable water. It is my understanding the Defense Department contracted these services and the 
processes to provide these basic services did not work; leading to several health problems as a 
result such as dehydration, dysentary, and kidney infections. 

I would like to obtain a prompt response from you on how this problem was addressed 
once it was learned, what has been done to ensure safe water supplies are never compromised 
again, and how the Department is treating the affected troops as a result of this failure. 

I have visited Iraq many times and understand the extreme conditions our troops operate 
in. As the hot summer months approach and as we begin to enhance operations in Afghanistan, 
I'm sure you agree with me that providing our troops in banns way with all they need to keep 
them safe and focused on their important missions is priority number one. I appreciate your 
attention to this important matter and look forward to your timely reply. 

God and Texas, 

TED POE 
Member of Congress 
TEXAS 

PRINTED ON RECVCl.EO PAPER 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

May 14,2009 

It has recently come to ·our attention that service members returning from deployment 
have indicated they wer~ allocated onty two liters of bottled ·drinking water per day, and were 
forced to find additional water for themselves. It is our understanding that this was not an 
isolated event and service members stationed across Iraq during various phases of the war have 
reported the problems. 

The Army minimum to avoid dehydration can reach as high as 15 liters per day to 
prevent heat casualties in desert climates. As a result of the bottled water drinking shortages, 
these same service members indicate at other times they were forced to "improvise" to avoid 
dehydration by drinking potable and nonpotable bulk water. AS. you know, questions on the 
quality of bulk water still remain, and it is not authorized for drinking in Iraq. However, the 
soldiers indicate consumption of this water was necessary to avoid dehydration and are now 
experiencing short term and long term health effects of illnesses associated with drinking 
unclean water. 

Many of us have visited Iraq and we are all well aware of the extreme conditions our 
troops stationed there face. We are dismayed to hear these accounts and believe the health and 
safety of our service members must be a priority and taken seriously. Therefore, we respectfully 
request that you investigate these water shortage claims immediately and provide the finding to 
our staff for review. 

Sincerely, 

Gene Green 
Member of Congress 

Member of Congress Member of Congress 

Ron Paul 
Member of Congress 

PRJNTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 



ERIC J.J. MASSA 
~H DISTRICT, NEW YORK 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

COMMITTEE ON 
HOMELAND SECURITY 

Olnugress nf tqe Jutte1t ~tat.es 
i!fnu!ie nf i.eprrsrntatht.e.a 

llas4ingtun, ma: 20515-3229 

13 May 2009 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 1-1000 

1208 LONGWORTH HouSE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

PHONE: 202-225--3161 
FAX: 202--226-6599 

1 GRovE Smoe1, SuiTE 101 
PiTTSFORD, NY 14534 
PHONE: 585--218-0040 

FAX: 585--211Hl05J 

B9 WEST MARKET STREET 
CORNING, NV 141130 

PHONii: 607~54-7566 
FAX: 607-664-756S 

317 NORlH UNION STREET 
OLEAN, NY 14760 

PHONE: 716-372-2090 
FAX: 716-372-2869 

Attached se find a Congressional Research Service report that outlines the major contractual 
and programmatic milestones in the history of the Army's SINCGARS radio program which 
began with an ORO in December of 1974. It also includes the historical information of the Joint 
Service's JTRS radio program. I would like to meet with you personally to discuss my concerns 
with this program. I find it outrageous that DoD is still investing taxpayer dollars into this 
outdated technology, especially given that newer, more capable radio technology exists. The 
Army intends to spend in excess of$700Mil this FY on outdated technology. What the attached 
report does not include is information on the FY09 NOAA which fencedoff$87Mil pending 
SecDef certification. That certification has not been made to my knowledge so I'd like to know 
how DoD plans to go f01ward with their planned procurement. There are serious questions 
surrounding this entire program and the spending of taxpayer money associated with it. 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
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REPUBLICANS 

tliFF STEARNS. FLOfiiOII 
JERRY MORAN. ICANSAS 
HENRY E. BAOWrt. JR. SOIIT1I (:AROUNA 
JEfF MI.IBI, FLORIDA 

JOHN EIOtlli:--­BRIAN P. BURAV, CALII'ORNA 
D11UG lAMDOIIN, 0D1.0AAD0 
GUS II. BUWC:IS. FLORIDA 

. VERN IWCtiANAN, fLORIDA 
.DAVID P. ROE, TDINESSEE 

KINGSTON E. SMITH 
REPUBLICAN STAfF IIRECI'OR 

AND CHIEF COUNSEL 

I have authorized Congressman Timothy J. Walz to travel on official government 
business to Israel, the West Bank, Syria, and Turkey during the period of May 24-May 
31, 2009. 

Mr. Walz will be accompanying the Congressional Delegation headed by Senator Robert 
Casey, Member of the Senate Committee on Foreign Affairs. The primary purpose of the 
Delegation's visit is to meet with regional leaders to discuss the potential progress on the 
Middle East Peace Process, the regional response to Iran's nuclear program, and Turkey's 
integration with its neighbors. Mr. Walz will bring to bear in discussions a focus on the 
quality of life of military personnel and future veterans 

The actual cost oflodging is authorized in Israel, the West Bank, Syria, and Turkey. It 
would .be appreciated if the Department of Defense could furnish such assistance as may 
be required, including transportation to facilitate this trip. The expenditures of funds for 
payment of ~tual and necessary expenses and transportation as may be required is 
authorized pursuantto title 31, U.S.C, Section 1108(g). · 

Thank you for your continued support and assistan-ce. If you have further questions, 
please_contact Jian Zapata of the Committee staff at 202-225-3036. 

MS/jz 

.. 



DON YOUNG 
Coi!GRESSUAN FoR ALL ALASKA 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 
2111 RAYBURN BuilDING 

TELEPHONE 202·225·5765 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
US Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

May 12,2009 

COMMITTEE ON 
RESOURCES 

COMMITTEE ON 
TRANSPORTATION 

REPUBUCAN 
POLICY COMMITTEE 

A recent Federal Circuit Court decision in Rothe Development Corp. v. U.S. Department 
of Justice held that 10 U.S.C. 2323 is wtconstitutional on its face, resulting in a complete 
injwtction of that statute, which provides certain Department of Defense contracting preferences 
for small disadvantaged businesses. This judicial action is clearly limited to 10 U.S.C. 2323, but 
some agencies appear to believe that the Rothe case may affect small business programs and 
activities wtder other Federal statutes like the Small Business Act. 

Thus we are writing to urge that the Department of Defense issue immediate clarifying 
guidance to all of its agencies involved in contracting with the private sector. While the Office 
of the Under Secretary of Defense issued an interim guidance memorandum on March 1 0, 2009 
concerning the application of the Rothe case, the memorandum failed to explicitly address the 
applicability to small business programs and activities that are carried out wtder Federal statutes 
other than 10 U.S.C. 2323. 

In our view, the guidance should be explicit with respect to these other programs and 
activities. This approach was taken by the Anny Corps of Engineers in a March 9, 2009 
communication to contracting personnel, stating that its Rothe guidance to cease contract 
activities that rely exclusively on the authority of 10 U.S.C. 2323 "DOES NOT apply to small 
business set-asides, HUBZone small business set-asides, Sa set-asides, service disabled veteran 
owned small business set-asides or Alaska Native Corporations (ANC) as these categories are 
governed by separate statutes that were not impacted by the [Rothe] ruling." This is precisely the 
kind of guidance that should be sent out deparment-wide as soon as possible. 

Please let us know as soon as possible if and when the Deparhnent of Defense plans on 
issuing clarifYing guidance that expressly addresses the small business programs and activities 
that are not affected by the ruling. Thank you. 

VISlT OUA W!BSIT1! 
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Don Young 
Member of Congress 

Dale Kildee 

Member of Congress 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
~eil)lberc~rnbie 

Member of Congress 

0 5~(..~ 
Tom Cole 

Member of Congress 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 
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AICIOOE, CllUNIItl 

On Thursday, June 4, 2009, the Subcommittee on Health of the U.S. House of Representatives 
Committee on Veterans' Affairs will conduct a Hearing on "Meeting tlw Needs of Family 
Caregivers of Veterans." The Subcommittee would like to assess how the VA meets the needs 
of family caregivers of veterans and to identify any gaps in supportive services for family 
caregivers. This hearing will be held at 10:00 A.M. in room 334 of the Cannon House Office 
Building. We request you or your designee to present testimony on behalf of the U.S. 
Department of Defense 

Please confnm your attendance by contacting Jeff Burdette through email at 
jeff.burdette({!lmail.housc.gov. You will be recognized for five minutes to make an oral 
statement; however, your complete written statement will be made a part of the hearing record. 
Please submit 75 copies of written testimony prepared in accordance with the encJosed 
formatting requirements to the Subcommittee on Health !lt 338 Cannon House Office Building 
by 6:00P.M. on Monday June 1, 2009. Moreover, please include a brief biography with your 
testimony. 

Due to heightened s"urity pr"autions, please note that all Congressional maD delivery is 
delayed and comnaereial delivery serviees arc prohibited. Therefore, you must eontaet our 
staff at (202) 225-9154 to make arrangements for a representative from your organization 
to hand deliver your testimony. 

The Committee provides public access to its hearing statements on the Internet through the 
World Wide Web at the House of Representatives (http://veterans.housc.gov) and the Library of 
Congress (http://thornas.loc.gov). To facilitate this public access, please send an electronic 
Microsoft Word copy of your statement to Jeff Burdette at jeff.burdette@mail.house.gov. 
Additionally, the hearings are now broadcast live, in real time, over the Internet, and are archived 
on our Web site so they may be accessed following each hearing. 



Honorable Robert M. Oates 
May 14,2009 
Page2 

Please contact Jeff Burdette, Legislative Assistant to the Subcommittee on Health, U.S. House of 
Representatives Committee on Veterans• Affairs, at (202) 225-9154 or 
jeff.burdette@mail.house.gQ.Y if you have any questions. 

Enclosure 

sil 
MICHAEL H. MICHAUD 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Health 
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The Honorable Pete Geren 
Secretary of the Army 
U.S: Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

bear Secretary Geren: 

www.ovel'llight.house.p 

May 14,2009 

I am writing to request that the Anny provide a briefing to discuss the 
circumstances swrounding the award of a sole source contract to acquire 22 Russian Mi-
17 helicopters for the Iraq military. It is my understanding that the Army's Threat 
Systems Management Office (TMSO) is responsible for the award of this contract. 

According to information brought to the subcommittee's attention, spanning from 
July 2008 to as recently as April 2009, this contract was awarded- with no competition -
to an American company, ARINC, that has minimal background brokering helicopter 
sales. It was reported that, through subcontracts, the eventual supplier of the helicopters 
is a Russian company called Kazan. Kazan is supplying the helicopters as commercial 
items to another company in the United Arab Emirates called Airfreight Aviation 
Limited. That company is converting those helicopters for military use before they are 
delivered to Iraq. Both Kazan and Airfreight Aviation Limited are linked to a Russian 
agency that is banned from doing business with the U.S. That Russian agency was 
accused in 2006 of violating the Iran and Syria Nonproliferation Act.1 Of further interest 
is the report that the full $322 million of the contract has been paid, but no helicopters 
have been delivered to date. 

If these reports are true, I am concerned that this situation creates the appearance 
that the Army may have circumvented the law and/or was biased in the award of a 
contract to one supplier without full consideration of other suppliers through a transparent 
process. As part of om ongoing oversight responsibilities, I would like to offer the Army 
the opportunity to address the allegations raised in these reports by means of a thorough 

1 Pub. L. No. 106-178; 50 U.S.C. § 1701 note (2005). The Act was updated in2006 to include North 
Korea, as well. (Pub. L. No. 109-353). 
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written response, official supporting documentation, and related briefing to our 
Subcommittee. Specifically, I request that the Army provide clarification on the 
following: 

I. Please identify the relevant contract{s), and parties and subcontractors thereto, at 
issue in the helicopter transaction. Additionally, please provide copies of all 
documents related to the negotiation, pricing data, and costs of the contract. 

2. Is it true that the contract award was made through a U.S. company to a supplier 
that is owned by a Russian company that is banned from doing business with the 
U.S. under the Iran-Syria Nuclear Non-proliferation Act? If true, at what point 
was the Army, the Deparlment of Defense, or any components thereof aware of 
that fact? 

3. Is it true that the contract was awarded with no competition? If so, in an 
environment in which defense contract cost overruns have reached historic levels, 
why did the Army decide to award a contract for these helicopters without 
conducting any competition? Are there any other helicopter suppliers who could 
have fulfilled this contract? Is it true that other American companies would have 
been in a position to broker this sale? Please explain the Army's decision and 
official documentation that supports the rationale for this decision. 

4. Is it true that the U.S. company that received the no bid contract has no history of 
dealing with helicopter sales? What analysis did the Anny undertake to 
determine that this particular company was qualified to receive a no bid contract 
in an area outside of its specific expertise? Please provide documentation that 
depicts the rationale for the decision to award the contract to this company. 

5. Is it true that the total contract award of $322 million has been paid but no 
helicopters have been delivered to date? Further, does the Army know how much 
of the contract funds each entity in the supplier chain has received? If so, please 
provide this information to the Subcommittee. 

6. Is it true that the cost-J>er-unit of each of the helicopters under this contract 
(almost $15 million) is significantly higher than the perceived market rate for this 
model of helicopter, which otherwise currently costs between $6 and $8 million? 
Please provide an explanation of these costs and rationale for why the per-unit 
costs are higher in this case. 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the principal oversight 
committee in the House of Representatives and has broad oversight jurisdiction as set 
forth in House Rule X. Pursuant to Committee Rule S(a)(5), the Subcommittee on 
National Security and Foreign Affairs has jurisdiction encompassing oversight of national 
security, homeland security, and foreign affairs. In order for the Subcommittee to 
conduct appropriate and constructive oversight of these matters, it is important that we 
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receive appropriate clarification and explanation of the issues noted above, and others as 
relevant. 

Please contact Brendan Culley, Scott Lindsay, or Andy Wright of the 
Subcommittee staff at (202) 225-2548 to coordinate the briefmg and document 
production. The Subcommittee requests that the document production and briefing occur 
on or before July I, 2009. Thank you for your attention to this important request. 

cc: Rep. Jeff Flake 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on National Security 

and Foreign Affairs 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
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Sincerely, / 

F?t Tierney 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on National Security 

and Foreign Affairs 
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Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

httpilgriflith.hoose.gov 

.. 

We have serious objections to the stop work order issued May 11, 2009 for the 
Kinetic Energy Interceptors (KEI) program. This decision is without justification. 

Overall, we are concerned with the handling of the May 7, 2009 Kinetic Energy 
Interceptor termination announcement. KEI was noticeably absent in an April press 
conference that .outlined Department of Defense- program cancellations and restructures. 
However, it was rolled out as a cancellation during the May 7, 2009 FYIO Presi~nfs 
Budget bri~fmg and quickly followed by a Missile Defense Agency stop work on May 
11, 2009, with the goal of de-staffing the program by the end of June. This surprise 
announcement and immediate stop work notice has precluded any meaningful discussion 
between the Congress and the Department on the merits of the cancellation and the 
resulting impacts to the n~tion. 

. In partnership with the; Dep~ent·. of. ~fense,. ·Congress ~ ·supported the 
reque~d.bud,gets for the KEI program. In past years, Congress went beyond what was 
requested, and provided the Department with additional dollars to accelerate this critical 
boost phase capability. In total, the Department has expended more than one billion 
dollars toward this effort to date, in providing the nation with a technically viable 
solution for boost and ascent engagement of a ballistic missile targeting our nation, 
deployed· forces,.and allies. Six years of development and testing, with most of the more 
than one billion ·of funding spent to .date. was to .culminate in the. fust booster flightr.in the 
fall of 2009 - less than five months from now. With the issuance of the stop work, the 
Department is walldng away jrom this investment without the benefit of knowing what 
this technology has to offer. 

. - . ! 

. The FY09 appropriated budget and accompanying language. fQr the KEI program 
not only full)' ~upported the requests ~ut went further to encourage the Department-to 
accelerate ~e development of this capability for the war fighter. . The · FY09 
appropriations specitically funded continued KEI development, ~tatic tests, and the: ftrst 
booster flight in 4009,. 



We strongly urge you to rescind the KEI stop work order and to continue toward 
culmination of the 2009 booster flight. We look forward to working with the Department 
in the FYIO budget cycle to best determine the way ahead for this vital boost and early 
engagement capability resident in the KEI program. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter and we look forward to your 
prompt response and a positive resolution. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Congressman Ed Pastor 

Trent Franks 

-
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1000 Defense Pentagon · 
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Dear Secretary Gates: 

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. W. 81LL YOUNG. FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS. KENTUCKY 
FRAfolK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK IONGSTON. GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FREUNGHUYSEN. NEW JERSEY 
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CLERK AND STAfF DIRECTOR 
SEVERt V PHETO 

TELEPWONE: 
IZOZIZ2&-2m 

On April 6th you announced your recommendation to terminate the VH-71 
Presidential helicopter program. You further stated that the Increment I aircraft 
would not be suitable to become operational for the long term as the Navy's 
estimated service life of the airframe is only about ten years. However, the Navy's 
estimate was based on a test which only concluded that the airframe was suitable to 
last until the proposed Increment II would have been ·completed. Further testing 
would prove that the service life of the Increment I aircraft could well exceed the 
10,000 hour mark. 

I recommend that you reconsider the recently imposed "stop work" order for 
Increment I aircraft and determine whether Increment I aircraft would be suitable 
as a replacement for the entire Presidential rotary wing aircraft fleet. I believe that 
the cancellation proposal could create serious risks for the fleet, and possibly for 
Presidential security. 

Many aircraft in the current fleet are approaching forty years of service. 
The Navy has invested $3.2 billion in development costs for the Increment I 
version and of the five Increment I Pilot Production vehicles, four are completed 
and require only one additional year of flight testing before entering service. 

The Increment I aircraft is far superior to all rotary wing aircraft in the 
current fleet ofPresidential helicopters. It is prudent to make use of the aircraft 
that have been produced at such a high cost to the taxpayer. A follow-on pro~ 
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to begin in fiscal year 2011 will only disguise the immediate need, and 
significantly delay development. The options for potential competitors will remain 
much the same in 2011. 

Additionally, the Administration, in its fiscal year 2010 budget request only 
asked for $85 million in program termination costs. The Navy, by its own 
admission has stated that it expects cancellation costs to approach $555 million, 
and would require an additional $4.4 billion to extend the life of the current aging 
fleet. Given these estimates, it would appear that poor business decisions are being 
made regarding this replacement program and that determinations are being made 
based on public perception. 

In light of these concerns, we urge you to reconsider your decision, and 
commit to a Presidential helicopter fleet consisting of the currently developed 
Increment I aircraft. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter, and for your continued 
dedicated work for our nation's defense. 

Sincerely, 

(J v----­
hnP. Murtha 
airman 

Defense Subcommittee 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

www.oversight.house.goil 

May 21,2009 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform and the Subcommittee on 
National Security and Foreign Affairs hereby request your testimony, or the testimony of 
one of the following designees at a hearing entitled, "Afghanistan and Pakistan: 
Ovenight of a New Interagency Strategy'': Deputy Secretary of Defense William 
Lynn, Under Secretary of Defense for Policy Michele Flournoy, Chainnan of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Admiral Michael Mullen or Commander of U.S. Central Command 
General David H. Petraeus. Ambassador Richard C. Holbrooke will also he testifying. 

The hearing is scheduled for 11:00 a.m. on Thursday, June 4, 2009, in room 
2154 of the Raybun House Office Building. This letters revises the invitation 
designating the hearing as originally scheduled for April 19, 2009. 

Please contact Scott Lindsay or Andy Wright at (202) 225-2548 if you have any 
questions. 

Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform 

Sincerely, 

1 

tlt F.~~· 
/::~. Tierney 

Chairman 
Subcommittee on National Security 

and Foreign Affairs 

Ill 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ONE HUNDReD ELEVENTH CONGRESS 
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May21, 2009 

-----CUFF~S.FI.CIIIIOA 
JEIIIIYMOIWI.IWISAI 
HENRY I.IIIIOWN, Jll., SOUTH CAIIOIJNA 
JEFF MII.I.ER. fi.CIIliiM 
JOKNIIOOZMII.N,AIIIVIHMS 
IRIAN 1'. BILIIRAY, CAUH!IIINIA 
DOUG LAMBORN. COI.OIWIO 
GUS M.IIUWCIII, FI.QfiiD4 
- Blft;HAIIAN, FLQfiiD4 
UAVID P. ROi. lE,.._i 

ICltiGlTOH I. SMITII 
REPUIIUCAN Sf.uF IIIN!CI'OII 

.t.ND a.!' OCUNS&l 

This letter is to authorize Juan Lara, Majority Staff Director of the Subcommittee 
on Economic Opportunity; Orfa Torres, Majority Staff Legislative Assistant of the 
Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity; Mike Brinck, Minority Staff Director of 
the Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity~ and~ William Gibson Minority 
Military Fellow, to travel on official committee oversight business to sites in 
Washington from June 8 to June 12,2009. The purpose of travel is to attend 
various Transition Assistance Program Workshops in Ft. Lewis Army Base, 

. McChord AFB, Whidbey Island NAS, and Bangor N.~S, Washington. 

The expenditure of funds for payment and actual expenses and transportation is 
authorized by Title 31, U.S.C II OS(g). Travel will be conducted by military and/or 
commercial aircraft up to business class, including foreign flag carriers when U.S. 
carriers are not available. · 

. . . 
If there are any questions, please have your staff coordinate with Juan Lara at (202) 
226-5491 and Mike Brinck at (202) 226-3668. Thank you for your assistance in 
this matter. 

JL/ot 

Sincerely, 

·~ 
BOBFILNER 

.···Chaiiman 



~Jelosi 
~nf~~ 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Departntent of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

May8, 2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of May 6, 2009, regarding Codel Capps to 
Haiti. Please note that this is now Codel Hirono as Representative Capps is no longer 
able to travel. ht addition to the previously listed travelers, the Honorable Jim 
McDermott (D· W A) and the Honorable· Gregorio Kilili Camacho Sablan (D-MP) are 
authorized to travel with the delegation. 

Please also note that Mr. Brad Smith is no longer traveling. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

h""""{ "?~ 
NANCY PELOSl 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Sooretary 
U.S.~entof~f~ 
Washington, DC 20301 
Dear Mr. Secretary: 

May 14,2009 

This i~ in further reference:to·~ letter ~fMa; 7, 2009 ~garding Code1 Rangel (D-NY) . 
to the funeral' of the late Honorable Jack F: Kemp. The folloWing persons are authorized to · · 
travel: · 

The Honorable Jane Hannan (D-CA) 
The Honorable Hank Johnson (D-GA) 
The Honorable Paul Ryan (R-WI) 

The Honorable Robert Garcia (Fonner Member) and Mrs. Jane Garcia 
The Honorable Bill Lowery (Fonner Member) 
The Honorable David Martin (Fonner Member) 
The Honorable Norm Minetta (Former Member) 
The Honorable Marty Russo (Fonner Member) 

Mrs. Leisha Pickering 
Mrs. Amy Upton 

Mr. Ted Daniel, Office of the Sergeant at Anns 
Mr. Robert Fitzpatrick, Office of the Sergeant At Arms 
Mr. Jack Looney, Office of the Sergeant at Anns 
Mr. Jay Pierson, Republican Cloakroom 

Thank you in advance for: your prompt assis1mlce with the matter. 

. ; 

cc: The Honorable ~aine C. Miller 
Clerk, U.S. Uouse of Representatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

May14,2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of April23, 2009, regarding Codel 
Oberstar. Please ttote that the following Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable James L. Oberstar, Chairman (D-MN) and Mrs. Jean Oberstar 
The Honorable Cliff Steams (R-FL) 
The Honorable Marcy Kaptur (D-OH) 
The Honorable Bart Stupak (D-MI) 
The Honorable Candice Miller (R-MI) 
The Honorable Daniel Lipinski (D-IL) and Mrs. Judy Lipinski 

Mr. Peter Quilter, Professional Staff, Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Ms. Robyn Wapner, Professional Staff, Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Ms. Sharma Winters, Professional Staff, Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Ms. Mary McVeigh, Staff Associate, Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Mr. Jason Lamote, Professional Staff, Committee on Transportation 
Dr. Kay A. King, Director, Office ofinterparliamentary Affairs 
Mr. Carl Ek, Analyst, CRS, Detailee to Committee on Foreign Affairs 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

n:~w~ 
NAN~:los:-
Speak:er 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



~Jlebi 
·~ufii}e~ 

May 14,2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretazy 
U.S. Deparbnent of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This is in further reference to my letter of Apri125, 2009, regarding my upcoming 
delegation to China. Please note that the following Members and staff are authorized to 
travel: 

cc: 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), Speaker, and Mr. Paul Pelosi 
The Honorable James Sensenbrenner, Jr. (R-WI) and Mrs. Cheryl Sensenbrenner 
The Honorable John B. Larson (D-CT) and Mrs. Leslie Larson 
the Honorable Edwaro J. Markey (D-MA) and Dr. Susan Blumenthal 
The Honorable Earl Bllimenauer (D-OR) and Mr. Jonathan Blumenauer 
The Honorable Jay Inslee (D-W A) and Mrs. Trudi Inslee 
The Honorable Jackie Speier (D:.CA)' · 

,. ' . ' ' 

The Honorable Wilson Livingood, Sergeant at Arms 
The Honorable Brian Monaghan, Attending Physician 
Ms. Stacy Kerr, Office of the Speaker 
Mr. Jonathan Stivers, Office oftlle Speaker 
Mr. Brendan Daly, Office of the Speaker 
Ms. Bridget Fallon, Office of the Speaker 
Ms. Karen Wayland, Office of the Speaker 
Mr. Michael Long, Office of the Speaker 
Mr. Steve·Rusnak, Office ofPhotography 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, · · 

. A~·?~ 
NANCYP~SJ 

··Speaker 

The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk · 
U.S. House of Representatives · · · · .. 

··; .. :· .. 

• • ' ··- •• #• •• • ' ' ......... • •• ~.o. ... ' 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. DepartmentofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

~mlqJJWsl 
~uftlJ~~ 

May 18,2009 

This is in further reference to my Jetter of April23, 2009, regarding Codel Tanner. The 
following Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable John Tanner (D-TN), Cbainnan, and Mrs. Betty Ann Tanner 
The Honorable John Shimkus (R~IL) 
The Honorable Jo Ann Emerson (R-MO) and Mr. Ron Gladney 
The Honorable Dennis Moore (D-KS) and Mrs. Stephene Moore 
The Honorable John Boozman (R~AR) and Mrs. Cathy Boozman 
The Honorable Jeff Flake (R-AZ) and Mrs. Cheryl Flake 
The Honorable JeffMiUer (R-FL) and Mrs. Vicki Miller 
The Honorable Mike Ross (D-AR) and Mrs. Holly Ross 
The Honorable Ben Chandler (D-KY) and Mrs. Jennifer Chandler 
The Honorable Kendrick Meek (D-FL) and Mrs. Leslie Meek 
The Honorable David Scott (D-GA) 
The Honorable Mike Turner (D-OH) 

Ms. Melissa Adamson. Professional Staff, Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Ms. Kathy Becker, Office of Rep. Tamter 
Mr. Vince Morelli, CRS Detailee to Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Ms. Marilyn Owen, Professional Staff, Committee on Foreign Affairs 

Please also note that Mr. David Hobbs, Secretary General of the NATO PA, and H.E. 
Benson Whitney, U.S. Ambassador to Norway. have been invited to travel with the delegation in­
theatre. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Deparbnent of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary; 

May 19,2009 

This letter will authorize Mr. Roland Daigle and Mr. David Adams, staff of the 
Honorable James R. Langevin (D-RI) to join the Committee on Armed Services Codel 
Langevin during the approximate period ofMay 24- June 2, 2009. The purpose of the 
trip is to conduct oversight duties in conjunction with Mr. Langevin's position as a 
member of the Armed Services Committee. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance 
as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Air 
Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for 
the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

·:· :. . . : .. } ~ · ... \ . . . 

. ' . atailliinll 
~ :' I ,• 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

~~Jifosi 
Jipmiur of~~ 

May20, 2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of May 14, 2009, regarding my 
upcoming delegation to China. Please note that in addition to the previously authorized 
travelers, the following staff members are authorized to travel: 

Mr. Gerry Waldron, Professional Staff Member, Select Committee on Energy 
Mr. Thomas Schreibel, Office of Rep. Sensenbrenner 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

r)--~ NANCY~SI 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

· Dear Mr. Se<:r¢tary: 

May21,2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of May 20, 2009, regarding my 
upcoming delegation to China. Please note that in addition to the previously authorized 
travelers, the following staff member is authorized to travel: 

Ms. Wyndee Parker, Office of the Speaker 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

(j-,~ 
NANCYPEWSI 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 
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Qtnngr:e5s nf t~t 1tnit:eb ~tatta 
llfaslrington, ilQJ: 20515 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
The Office of Secretary of Defense 
1155 Defense Pentagon Way 
Room 30921 
Washington, DC 20301 

May 20,2009 

We are writing to convey our support for the Army plan to assign an additional Brigade 
Combat Team (BCT) to the 3rd Infantry Division at Fort stewart and Hunter Army Air Field, 
Georgia. We share your expressed eoncem for the great hardship endured by the soldiers 
and their families and agree with your guiding princip1e to prevent the under-manning of units 
for combat while changing the policy an stop-loss. We believe the plan to bring the 51

h BCT 
to Fort Stewart Is in concert with the guiding principle of your statement on April 61

h and will 
continue the progress made in revitalizing our armed forces. 

Unquestionably, Fort Stewart is, for numerous strategic reasons, an ideal location for 
the Army to grow. But just as important it is imperative that the Army and the Department of 
Defense not lose sight of the issue of reliance-that state and ·local governments and the 
civic and business leaders relied on the request of the Army and the Department to be ready 
to accommodate these soldiers and their families. Accordingly, they have already invested 
about $450 million dollars in anticipation of the arrival of the BCT. 

While we recognize the extensive military analysis and fiscal constraints required in 
determining the location of a BCT, we firmly believe that it is In the best Interest of the 
Department of Defense to take into full account the investment at Fort Stewart and Hunter 
Army Air Field made by local communities long ago. The communHies made these decisions 
by taking to heart the clear assurance from Department leaders that the BCT was coming. 

· They responded to the Department's requests to provide the essential private sector support 
in advance of the arrival of the Brigade. In deciding this issue, we believe the Army and the 
Department must consider the extensive, good faith reliance of its partner community. The 
Department must live -up to its commitments. It must not break its word. 

The City of Hinesville, the surrounding communities, and the State of Georgia have 
demonstrated unwavering support for soldiers and families over many years. The area now is 
clearly recognized as one of the most Army-friendly installation in the U.'S. Community 

Page 1 of3 
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leaders have faithfully and diligently worked with the Department and the private sector to 
ensure that the facilities and infrastructure is ready to receive the additional brigade. To date 
the community's investment of about $450 million in preparation for the expected growth to 
include $72 million in public school projects and other public sector infrastructure investment. 
The State of Georgia has again expanded its acclaimed HOPE Scholarship program to 
further extend the access to military families for full tuition, room and board to any Georgia 
public college or university for students who graduate from high school with a B average. 

We believe adding the 45th BCT in the Army to Fort Stewart would enhance the 
immediate operational effectiveness of the 3rc1 Infantry Division at the Fort Stewart and Hunter 
Army Air Field. When taking into consideration the emerging Center of Maneuver Excellence 
at Fort Benning and the growing presence of the BCTs at Fort Stewart, the Anny has an 
exceptional home base in the state of Georgia to meet all mission challenges for our nation's 
defense. Resources are already either In place or pending final construction to swiftly 
accommodate the arrival of the new Brigade and their faniilies. No other U.S installation can 
so effectively and quickly meet these needs. Commanders would have an Army unit with 
maximum adaptability and capability to meet combat requirements. Soldiers would be able to 
focus on their training, knowing that their families are settling into an installation and 
community that continues to welcome and accommodate them. 

Fort Stewart's strategic location in southeast Georgia makes it easily accessible by 
road, rail and sea. Hunter Army Air Field provides a strategic Airborne Point of Entry for unit 
deployment. Movement to ports takes pface in hours vice days and weeks. At 280,000 acres, 
Fort Stewart is the largest military installation east of the Mississippi River. The Army has 
invested some $670 million at Fort Stewart and Hunter Army Air Field in the past three years 
making it one of the most modern and efficient installations in the nation with additional 
construction pending for increased capacity. Training is efficient and cost effective due to the 
installation's digital multipurpose range training complex and other facilities located wHhin 
minutes of the cantonment areas. Fort Stewart and Hunter Army Air Field also has no 
significant environmental impact or encroachment issues. Just this month Fort Stewart and 
Hunter Army Air Field won its fourth Army Community of Excellence installation award. 

Accordingly, it is our request that the Department continue as originally planned to 
expand growth at Fort Stewart through the assignment of the additional BCT without 
adversely affecting the alignment of the current forces stationed at Fort Stewart and Fort 
Benning. We urge you to meet with Fort Stewart community leaders in the near future and 
permit them the opportunity to directly share their views and additional information on this 
issue. 
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Thank you for your distinguished service to our nation and thank you for your 
consideration of this letter. 

Sincerely, 

Paul Broun 

Hank Johnson Nathan Deal 

David Scott 
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President Barack Obama 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500-0003 

Dear President Obama, 

May 19,2009 

I am writing in the hope that you can clear .up some canfusion regarding the possible placement of detainees 
currently held at Guantanamo Bay Detention Camp. First of all, I would like to -~plau~l.your decision to close 

·· the prison at Guantanamo-Bay.--Booause-&tthe actions-of-the previous Administration, Gnantanamo.has_become ·-·---· 
a lightning rod for anti-U.S. criticism. Your decision to close the facility sends a signal that will restore U.S. 
credibility and build goodwill across the globe, give a boost to our diplomatic efforts abroad,_a.nd make 
Ainericans safer. . . ' . - . . . . 

.-

Of course, yoti.r· decision to close the facility Will require that some diffici.llt choices be made regarding the 
placement ofthe'24f detainees currently held-there. Like many ofmy cOlleagues, lwant to be sure that those. 

· decisions are mB.de with our national security interests placed above all others. That is why I supported an .. · 
amendment to the FY2009 Supplemental Appropriations Bill prohibitirig the use of funds to transfer detainees 
to ·the United ·states wttil the Acb:D.inistration submits to CongresS a comprehensive plan detailing the disposition 
of each individual and certifies to the Governor· and legislature of each state that the detainees do not pose a 
security risk. · 

Some members of the Virginia Congressionai Delegation have claimed that your Administration has a_ plan to 
house detainees at Marine Corps Base Quantico in Stafford, VA, a facility neighboring my district. As you are 
aware. MCB Quantico does maintain a detention facility. I am sure, however, that you share my view that it is 
not the appropriate place to house detainees awaiting trial or incarCerate those convicted and sentenced in the 
future.' - . ' 

MCB .QUan.tico is a Level I secure facility with a maxiinum _potential capacity of about 90. imnates. It is not 
equipped to house inmates for longer than 90 days and is generally uSed to temporarily hold inmates awaiting 
trariSfet to'a larger facility. Level I Is the lowest tier·in the military correctional system. Level I facilities are . 
sometimes the equivalent of~ loca.I jail. There are at least nine· major militaly prison facilities more secure and 
with more~pacitythan MCB Quantioo. Furtherniore, MCB Quantico ls an open baSe located just_ miles ftom 
tesidential·neighborhoods and~ unlike some of OUr Level II and' Level III facilities, does not ~ve a history of 
detaining enemy combatimts or high-level terrorism suspects. I am sure that your Administration has already 
determined that a Level I facility such as MCB Quantico is_ not the appropriate location for these detainees. 

.. , ' 

.. . ·. '•• ·-: ... , . 
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Unlike some of my Republican colleagues, I have· the utmost confidence ~ the men and women of our anned 
forces to securely detain these prisoners anywhere in the nation. But I am sure you agree that Level II or Level 
III facilities such as Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, WPNSTA, Charleston, SC~ or Fort Knox, KY are better 
equipped to house these prisoners. Ideally, the Guantanamo detainees will be held in appropriate locations 
overseas. But if that is not possible, they should be held in Level TI or Level ITI secure facilities with excess. 
capacity and a history of perfonning this kind of mission. MCB Quantico does not fit those criteria. 

GCIHA 

Sincerely, 

Gerald E. Connolly • . · 
Member of Congress 
11 rh District, Virginia 

cc:. Secretary Robei:t Ga_t~~ ... -· _ ... . . 
. -.Attorney GeneraLEric.Haldei,J.r _________________ _ 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

May21,2009 

NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
CI;AIAWOMAN, SUBCOMMITTeE ON INSULAR AFFAIRS, 

OCEANS ANO WILOL.E 

SuBCOMMITTEE ON NATIONAL PARKS, 
FoRESTS AND PUBLIC lANDS 

ARMED SERVICES COMMITI£E 
SUUC:OMMnTEE ON RI:AOINESS 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON MIUTARV PeRSONNEL 

I write to respectfully request that you convene a meeting of the Economic 
Adjustment Committee {EAC) at the earliest possible convenience and in accordance 
with a Government Accountability Office (GAO) report recommendation from Apri19, 
2009. Additionally, I would request an opportunity to address the EAC to present issues 
related to the military build-up on Guam. 

As was stated in the GAO report, more can be done by the Department of Defense 
(DoD) to help find ways to address Guam's civilian infrastructure improvement needs. 
Furthermore, the report stated that senior DoD leadership needed to engage at the 
appropriate levels to help facilitate a successful military build-up. I believe that the DoD, 
through the EAC, can better leverage th~ cooperation of other federal agencies to plan 
and budget for civilian infrastructure needs on Guam because of senior and executive 
level involvement in the committee·, I appreciate the boD's continued support and 
recognition of the importance of this program and I want to· contiliue working closely 
with the Department to ensure that this build-up is a success for our entire community . 

.. 
Sincerely, 



ERIC J.J. MASSA 
29TH 01STRICT1 NEW YORK a 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

COMMITTEE ON 
HOMELAND SECURITY 

atnuyrtss nf t~t Jnittb ~tat.es 
i,nu.at of lepresentatiur.a 

lltasl}ingtnn, II(!! 211515-3229 

Secretary Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofWar 
Vnited States of America 
1000 Defense ·Pentagon 
Washington, DC~ 

Dear;.~a~,\1 

May21, 2009 

1208 LONGWORTH House OFFICE BuilDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20615 

PHONE: 202-225-3161 
fA~: 202-226-6599 

I GROVE STREET, SUITE 101 
Prm;FQRD, NY 14534 
PHONE: 586-218-0040 

FA.: 5115-21&-0053 

89 WEST MARKET STREET 

CORNING, NY 14830 
PHONE: 607-654-7566 

FAx: 607--ti64-7568 

317 NORTM UNION STREET 

OlEAN, NV 14760 
PHONE: 716-372-2000 

FAx: 716-372-2869 

It has recently come to my attention from multiple sources, including reports from 
returning American military personnel, that we have .purchased Russian-made helicopters 
for the Afghan military. I have been further infonned that emergency supplemental 
funding may have been used, in addition to annual budgetary funding. 

I further understand that this program is a Defense or Department of State-administered 
initiative. · 

Unless advised to the contrary by you, I intend to publicly discuss what I consider to be 
an exceptionally misguided and inappropriate use of United States government funding. 
Therefore, I ask to hear from you as quickly as possible. 

Very Respectfully, 
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CHARLES B. RANGEL 
15TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

New YoRK 

COMMITIEE: 

WAYS AND MEANS 

JOINT COMMITfEI; 
ON TAXATION 

CHAIRMAN 

(.ongreg~ of tbt Wnittb $tatt~ 
l$oust of l\tprt5tntatibt5 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington DC 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

May 14,2009 

I CQmmend your decision to investigate the recent fatal shooting of five service members 
at Camp Liberty in Iraq in order to identify shortcomings in mental health care for troops 
deployed in war zones. 

This incident highlights not only the inherent danger to our deployed troops, even on 
their own bases, but the potential psychological consequences of combat stress and 
repeated deployments. The incident at Camp Libercy, as well as the growing incidences 
of suicide in the ranks, make it clear that more must be done to address the mental and 
psychological well-being of our men and women in uniform. The number of cases of 
suicide in the military has increased dramatically since the Vietnam War, reaching an all­
time high of 128 cases in 2008. 

I am horrified at the thought that the terrible slaughter in Iraq could easily have occurred 
in hometown, U.S.A. I agree with the caUs for expansion of psychological testing during 
deployments in war zones. But I believe it is equally important to provide for intensive 
mandatory psychological evaluations of members of the armed forces immediately prior 
to aeparation :as a pr~autionary step in the transition to civilian life. 

A£. a veteran of the Korean War, I have experienced the p.ifficulty oftransitioning to the 
real world after a stint in combat. The situation is worse today. That is why I have 
introduced legislation (H.R. 1963) which would require all those separating from active 
duty to receive counseling in how to repackage their military skills, where and how to 
find employment, along with physical and psychological testing. The growing incidences 
of post-separation domestic violence, PTSD and suicide, demands that we do more for 
those who have contributed so much to our country. 

I strongly urge you to expand your Camp Liberty investigation in order to determine the 
need for this universal mandatory approach. It seems clear to me that dealing with the 
difficulties of earning a living in a shrinking economy is increasingly fraught with 
uncertainty and stress, such as we've never seen before. 

GEORGE A. DALLEY 
CHEF OF STAfF 

JAMES E. CAPEL 
OISllUCT DIRECTOR 

WA.SHI~TON OrFtc:e DISTIVCT OFFICE 

0 2354 RAYBURN HoiJse OFAcE Bu~'"NG 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-3215 
TELEPHONE: (202} 225-4365 
FAx: {202) 22!Hl816 PLEASE RESPONO To OFFICE CHECKED 

0 163 WEST 125TH STREET 

NEW YORK, NY 10027 
TELEPHONE: 1212) !J63..3900 
FAX: (212}663-4277 



Honorable Robert M. Gates 
May 14,2009 
Page2 

Mr. Secretary, with full appreciation for your commitment to the welfare of our troops, I 
am prepared to work with you, Chairman Ike Skelton, and Chairman John Murtha to find 
ways to address these issues. 

Thank you for your consideration, and I look forward to working with you. 

Sincerely, 



~~~-- --------

HOUSE <~OMitiT~l~EE ON AHME:I) SE:RVICES 

llJ; .. JioBi~' crf l\qrtfmtlrtmu 
...... :20515 .... 35 

Hon. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washingto~ D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

'CINE l:l~flOR~DiiJ!¥£~ cq~s· 

May21. 2009 

We are writing to express our concern about the Department of Defense Health 
Information Technology (Health IT) systems. The committee has long expressed concern about 
how the department has managed its Health IT systems, and recent events have only deepened 
those fears. · 

A joint hearing on the Department of Defense Health IT systems was held on March 24, 
2009, by the subcommittee on Military Personnel, with oversight responsibility for the Military 
Health System, and the subcommittee on Terrorism and Unconventional Threals and 
Capabilities, with oversight responsibility for Department of Defense Infonnation Technology 
programs. At that bearing, we heard from the military services about the difficulties they have 
encountered with Health IT systems, specifically problems with the system known as AHL TA. 
We were encouraged that the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs and his staff 
agreed that there are serious problems with the Health IT systems. We were further encouraged 
when they presented what appeared to be an ambitious and comprehensive plan to overhaul the 
system that would address all of the issues raised by the services and would provide the best 
Health IT system possible for the department's beneficiaries. 

At that hearing, we were assured that the Department was committed to moving forward 
with their proposed solution, but that cost details could not be discussed because both the Fiscal 
Year 2009 supplemental request and the Fiscal Year 20 l 0 budget request were still in 
preparation. 

During our review of the Fiscal Year 2010 budget justification materials, we were 
surprised to find no mentit>n of the plan referenced by Health Affairs during the March hearing. 
Further, a review of the FiscaJ Year 2009 supplemental request did not tum up any mention of 
the proposed solution. Most recently, in testimony during ttm May 15, 2009, hearing on the· 

1111 



Defense Health Program budget, the Acting Principle Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
Health Affairs and the Chief Information Officer failed to provide any additional insight into the 
cost of the proposed solution. 

We find this troubling. It calls into question the ability of the department to deliver on 
the commitments made by Health Affairs during the March hearing, as well as the promise of a 
Joint Virtual Lifetime Electronic Record recently announced by you and Secretary S~i. at 
least for health infonnation. We therefore respectfully request that you look into the situation 
and report back to the committee with the actual status and content of any plan or strategy to 
improve the Department of Defense Health IT systems, as well as projected costs and a budget 
submission schedule. We look forward to discussing your findings. 

Very truly yours, 

Chairwoman 
Subcommittee on Military Personnel 

Subcommittee on Terrorism 
Unconventional Threats and Capabilities 

SD/AS/JW/JM:dk 

SQ-7 .~ _··:•··:~-. 
--,v~ 

.. Joe Wilson 
Ranking Member 



MIKE COFFMAN 
6TH DISTRICT, COLORADO 

ARMED SERVICES COMMITIEE 

NATURAL RESOURCES COMMiffiE <!tougrrss nf t~e lltuiftb £.;fates 
SMALL BUSINESS COMMITIEE 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Room 3E880 
Washington DC. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Jinust of ltprt.a:eutatiut.s 
Wasqfn9tnu, i<!I 20515-0606 

June 2, 2009 

1508 loNGWOiml HoU$0 OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(2021225-7882 

DISTIIICT OFFICI:' 

9220 KIMMER ORI\'E 
Surre220 

LON• TRE<, co 80124 
17201 283-9772 

last week I had the opportunity to visit with our military and civilian leaders in both Iraq 

and Afghanistan. I was able to spend time talking to some of our troops and with members of 

our diplomatic corps· as well. I was deeply impressed with the unwavering dedication of all of 

our young men and women who serve our nation during such difficult times and under such 

challenging circumstances. 

This was my first trip back to Iraq since having served with the United States Marine Corps in al 

Anbar province from August 2005 to March 2006. No doubt. I was deeply impressed with the 

progress that has been made and I'm confident that we are now on our way to bringing our 

direct involvement in Iraq to a just conclusion. 

However, I am deeply disturbed by what 1 saw in Afghanistan. There is little question that the 

focus of the main effort, since 2003, has been with Iraq and that we are only now shifting our 

attention to Afghanistan. 

In neglecting Afghanistan, the radical elements of the Afghan Taliban have regained a strong 

foothold in the country. They have been able to deny the government of Afghanistan the 

security necessary for the political process to move forward and have caused much of the 

population to lose faith with their nascent representative government. 

Mr. Secretary, we've made enough mistakes already in Afghanistan that have allowed the once­

defeated enemy to reemerge and dominate whole provinces. It's time we were honest with 

the American people about the true cost of what it will take to win this war. 

I'm reminded of how we reversed the situation in Iraq. General David Petraeus is credited with 

devising and executed a strategy commonly referred to as the "surge." The surge had two 

primary components that were at the heart ofthe strategy. The first part was increasing U.S 

troop strength from 140,000 to 160,000 and the second was a redeployment of our forces from 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 



the larger more secure base camps, located outside of Iraqi population centers, to smaller 

forward operating bases within their communities. The surge provided enough security to 

allow the political process to move forward and thus gave Iraq a level of stability that now 

permits the United States and our coalition partners to proceed with a phased withdrawal from 

the country. 

Afghanistan has no history of effective governance, has a larger and equally diverse population 

than Iraq, is physically a larger county than Iraq, and has a determined resurgent enemy. Yet 

when you add together our projected troop strength, military advisors and trainers {68,000) 

along with the contributions from our coalition partners in Afghanistan (32,000}, it all comes 

out to a number that is far less than the commitment we made in Iraq during the surge in 2007 

when Coalition Forces in Iraq totaled 168,000 plus 14,000 from our coalition partners. Equally 

troubling ls the current p~an's increase in Afghan security forces, both police and army, to 

216,000 which is far less than the 615,000 total that is currently serving in Iraq. 

While the Pakistan Army is now launching offensive operations against their indigenous 

Pakistani Tali ban, they have shown little enthusiasm, if any, for confronting the Afghan Taliban 

on their side of the border who enjoy a safe haven critical to their success. 

When I questioned you and Admiral Mike Mullen, Chairman ofthe Joint Chiefs of Staff, at a 

hearing of the House Armed Services Committee about the projected resources dedicated to 

Afghanistan, Admiral Mullen answered that once we get into the mission, we will have an 

opportunity to reassess what we need. 

Mr. Secretary, I think that it is obvious that there are not sufficient resources dedicated to 

winning the war in Afghanistan and that each day we move forward without a sufficient plan is 

a day that prolongs this war and unnecessarily increases the number of our young men and 

women who are either killed or wounded. 

My guess is that senior officials within the Department of Defense probably already know that 

the plan is inadequate but they are fearful that it will be unpopular to put out larger 

requirem~nts and reverse the goal of giving our troops a longer dwell time between 

deployments. It would also force reconsideration of the three additional Army brigade combat 

teams that were initially planned for but were cut out of the Administration's new Defense 

budget. 



Mr. Secretary, again, by not putting in the necessary resources to win in Afghanistan, we are 

continuing the same old policies of dragging out a war that has already gone on for too long 

and has cost too many lives. 

The right thing to do may not be the best decision politically for the Administration, but it is the 

best decision on behalf of those whom we are asking to serve in Afghanistan. 

Mike Coffman 

Member of Congress 



DON YOUNG 
CONGIIE$SMAII F0111 Au. Av.liiiA 

WAaHINGTOI!I OFFICE 
2111 RAVIIUAN BuiLDING 

TaliPHClNE 202-225-5765 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
US Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301~1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

QI~ of tip! ~niieb.:$hdeu 
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)Ji1Ul4illghm, ,BU: 20515 

June l, 2009 

COMMITTE! ON 
RE80Ufi<:ES 

c:CIMMI'TTe:E ON 
TRANSilORTATION 

FII!PUIUCAN 
POLICY COMMITTEE 

As you continue your visits to Elmendorf Air Force Base and Ft. Greely I write to urge 
you to reconsider funding the construction of Missile Field Two and the fielding of the final 
fourteen Ground Based Interceptors at Ft. Greely, Alaska and to continue funding procurement 
of the F-22 Raptor until final publication of the next Mobility Capability Study and the 2010 
Quadrennial Defense Review. 

We are sending the wrong message to our enemies by stopping the placement of these 
interceptors. North Korea continues to build its missile capabilities and is now able to launch a 
missile capable of hitting any place in the United States. As they showed by threatening to hold 
more nuclear and missile tests, North Korea's test of a two stage Intercontinental Ballistic 
Missile (ICBM) on April Sth of this year was only the beginning. They have begun to restore 
their nuclear reactor, tested numerous short range missiles and a nuclear weapon and are 
preparing to test another ICBM. All of this has occurred since your announcement that we 
would not finish fielding the Ground Based Interceptors at Ft. Greely. 

While thirty interceptors may be enough to counter the current threat from North Korea, 
it is clear that it will not be enough in the future and these interceptors will need to be fielded to 
ensure our ability to counter all missile threats from Rogue Nations. Before capping Missile 
Field Two, it is important that the realities of construction in the Interior of Alaska be taken into 
consideration. Due to the Arctic climate, penna.frost and extreme temperatures, the construction 
season is significantly shorter in Alaska than it is in the Lower 48 States. Putting off 
construction now may not leave enough time to complete construction of Missile Field Two 
when it is needed. 
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Also, as you have seen at Elmendorf Air Force Base, the F-22 Raptor is and will continue 
to be an important platform for ensuring air dominance for our military. For that reason, I 
believe it is a mistake to cap the number of F-22s purchased by the Air Force at 187. Having 
seen the F-22 fighters stationed at Elmendorf Air Force Base, I believe the F-22 is the best 
fighter in the world now and will remain the best fighter for the next twenty years. It is the only 
5th Generation fighter that has been fielded. And there are already situations in which a 4th 
Generation fighter like the F-15 or F-16 would be unable to operate in due to sophisticated and 
lethal air defense systems like the SA-20 and S-300/400. Stopping production now, when the 
first F-35 squadrons won't be fully formed until 2013, will leave a critical vulnerability in the 
Air Force's ability to provide air dominance. 

Of course, l understand that fighters with the capabilities of the F-22 are expensive, 
which is why it makes sense to field a fleet made up of both F-22s and the less expensive F-35s. 
Prior to lowering the number of F-22s due to the budget crunch caused by the Global War on 
Terror, the Air Force was going to purchase 381 F-22s and approximately 1,800 F-35s. While 
the F-35 does not have the capabilities of the F-22, it is still more than capable of fonning the 
backbone of the fighter fleet with the help of the F-22. The F-22 is the advanced, clearing force 
and the F-35 is the holding force and their capabilities and procurement numbers reflect that. It 
is not an either/or situation-both planes are necessary for the Air Force to continue to control 
the skies. 

Even with a proper mix, however, a fleet of 183 F-22s is not enough to deter or meet the 
potential threats facing our country. Once training1 maintenance and tests are factored in to that 
number, it leaves only 100 fighters available. There have been over 30 air campaign studies over 
the last 15 years that showed a requirement for far more than 183 F-22s to replace a fleet of over 
800 F ·15s. And with so few F-22s, the planes will be used more often, they will age quickly and 
they wiU not be available for all of the missions which they could be used for. And since the 
production line will be shut down, the Air Force will have to choose between using planes that 
aren't as well suited for missions or restarting production at significant costs. That situation will, 
more likely than not, leave the United States in the same vulnerable position it is in now, with 
rapidly aging planes and an Air Force that is unable to establish air dominance with minimal loss 
of planes and people the way it has over the past 50 years. 

Assuming that we will not face threats which will require the capabilities of the F-22 to 
meet is a dangerous decision that we will regret. By procuring 243 F-22s, the amount that most 
Air Force threat studies have shown to be necessary, we will ensure that we will not only have 
enough F-22s to meet all threats, but we will prevent threats from becoming reality by ensuring 
that many countries decide that fighting the United States is not worth the drastic losses our Air 
Force will inflict. 



Thank you again for taking the time to come to Alaska and tour our military installations. 
The men and women that serve in Alaska are among the best in the world and I am proud to 
represent them in Congress. I hope you will continue to do everything in yottr power to provide 
them with the necessary equipment and support for them to continue to protect our country 
everyday and I Jook forward to working with you in the future to ensure our military remains the 
best the world has ever seen. 

£Ely,~ 
Congr=nan ;G aska 

DONYO G 

·-·-··--·· -·····---------------



; 
Jun-03-09 II:OSa• Fro.-HON IALTER J JONES +2022253286 

WALT!A 8, JONES 
3P~.Iolo11T!i CAIIOIJNA 

RMM2123 •-N Kcu• OMa! e~..­
WM~. DCICIIlS 
TIII.IW~~22H411 

CONMoTTIH: 
CCMM~TTe~; ON ARMI!05EfMCes 

CONMITJU Otl fiNANQAL £1EJMCI8 

Dr. Robert M. Oates 
Sccrctaty ofDefeuse 
1000 Defenso Pentagon 
Washington. D.C. 

Secretary Gates: · 

ttongr~i of tbt ltnittb 6tat~ 
~ouse of 1\qlrtlentatibd 
Rla.lf:liJJgton, J)f: 20fS15-3SOS 

June 3,2009 

T-151 P.002/002 F-604 
Dt&"IIIIIGT OJI'GI 

nOG-( eo ... -~ l)ltvt; 
~IUE,NCniR 

lJ62113H~ 

!f1110131iloo11117 

Last year I had the pleasw-e of introducing the leadership of Camp Lejeune to Caroline 
Canines for Service. Together, they have successfuJly implemented a program that utili2es the 
inmates at the brig to 1rain dogs to assist wounded personnel returning tiom Operation Iraqi 
~reedom. and Operation Enduring Freedom. This program benefits the rehabilitation of both the 
tnmate and the wounded Marine. 

Caro for ow woundocl veterans may take many forms. 1be p10gmn at Camp I,eiieune 
may train these amimals to pcrfonn up to 80 functiona. Dogs may also be trained to provide 
mobility to the disabled and bdng a degree of normalcy to an illdividual's life. ln. addition, these 
dogs give unconditional ~ve and loyalty to the people they serve. 

The program at Camp Lcjeuuc's brig is unique and has gained the attention of many 
around the nation. I believe the Department of Defense would benefit from repUcating this 
program at olher appropriate installaliODS. I woulcl encourage you to determine if tbis effort 
could be expanded to other bases. 

· Sincerely, 

~~ 
Wahcr B. Jones 
Member of Congress 
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Ma. Elimbeth King 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
Le&islative AffaJrs 

VIA Facsimile (703-693·5530) 
URGENT MEMBER REQUEST 

U.S. Department of Defense 
· 1300 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Ms. King: 

In 1985~ Public Law 99--145 created the National Science Center to stimulate interest and 
increase the math and science proficiency of out nation's students. Beginning as a partnership 
between the U.S. Departm.ent of the Army and the National Science Center Inc., funding has 
been allocated until fiscal year 2010~ discontinuing at that point due to budget constraints.· 

The Tenth Coqressional District of Georgia. which I represent, is home to the only National ; 
Scicmce Center Discovery ACIIdemy in the nation. Without continued funding, the mission of the 
Center. to promote sciencet technology. engineering, and matbematie~ education throupout the 
Dation, will become extremely difficult to :tU1till. As a ranking member on the Committee on 
Science and. Tecbnoloif and. as a physician, I undmstand the importance of educating our 
children in these crucial subjects and stand in support of the Center's misPon. 

With this, I am requesti:na the assistance ofyour·aeency in finding funding avenues available to 
assist the National Science Center. Specifically~ the Center is interested in &f81US and public­
plivato partnership opportunities. I would appreciate your written response as to the manner in 
which your agency can assist the Center. This initiative is of the hiahest importance to my oflice 
and. I would greatly appreoi.ate an expedited response to this matter. I am enclosing documents 
which further describe the mission md history of the National Science Center. If you have any 
questions please do not hesitate to contact my Grants Coordinator. Nicole Acevedo, at 706-447 .. 
3857. 

Encl. as stated 

--... 
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Paul C. Brolll\ M.D. 
Member of Congress 
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BOB ETHERIDGE 
2ND DISTRICT, NORTH CAAOLINA 

COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

SUBCOMMimE ON TRADE 
SuBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT 

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET 

SENIOR WHIP 

cteongre~s of tbe llnittb ~tates 
J)o~t of 1\eprtsentatfb.es 

11la:"'ington, Ulct 20515 

Secretary Robert Gates 
Department of Defense 
The Pentagon Office ofThe Secretary 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

June4, 2009 

1533 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUIL.J)ING 

W ASHINGTOI'I, DC 20515 
1202) 22H531 

DISTRICT OFFICES: 

333 fAYETTEVILLE STREET, SUilE 605 

RALEIGH,. NC 27601 
{919) 829-i122 

1 {8881 262-6202 

F.O. Box 1059 
609 NORTH 1ST ST"""T 
LIWNGTON, NC 27546 

(910) 81-H335 
, {866) 384-37'13 

www.house.gov/elherldge 

I am writing to you regarding a recent decision by Dr. Shirley Miles, the Director of the 
Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA), to increase middle school class sizes and 
remove kindergarten classroom aides throughout DoDEA schools. I urge you to reexamine this 
policy and move to ensure our studet]tS get the attention they need for success in the 21st 
Century. Study after study has demons~ted that smaller classes improve learning and increase 
academic achievement,. especially in .tlie. early grades. Militacy children, in particular, need· 
special attention to address.the challenges offrequC!!J.t moves and parents who are deployed. It is 
unacceptable to shortchange our students by increasi~g class size. 

As the only fonner state schools chief serving in Congress, I know firsthand how 
important it is to have quality teachers who can address the needs of each individual child. 
Education is the key to the future for our children, and class size is a critical component of 
making sure that our schools provide the best possible learning environment for our students. 
According to the researeh by the U.S. Department of Education, reducing class size is one of 
only four reforms that have been shown to increase student achievement. There are also health. 
safety, and socialization benefits to smaller class sizes and reduced pupil-to-teacher ratios (PTR). 
Yet the DoDEA's decision moves our schools in the opposite direction, increasing the student­
to-adult ratio in kindergarten from 14.5:1 to 18:1, and increasing the PTR for middle school from 
16:1 to 25:1. This plan shortchanges our students and will reduce our schools' effectiveness. 

Eight elementary schools and one junior high school in my district would be affected by 
these changes. Albritton iunior High School stands to lose 12. teachers. While .the elementary 
schools would gain 8 teachers on paper, the elimination of dedicated teacher's aides for 
kindergarten cJ~sroo~s means a significant reduction in classrQOm oversight and effective 
pupil-to-tea.Cher ratios:. This is the.:Wrong direction for c;mr schoola to ·be going, and it contradicts 
both good- pedagogy and parent a.Qd· Stiiden~ needs.,. Ju.. DoDEA's recent .customer service·sutvey, 
parents and stUdents both indicate.d their'pt;lieftitat lowering class sizes was one of the most ... 
important things that could be do,Oe to improve DoD ~chools ... :· . 



Secretary Robert Gates 
May29~ 2009 
Page2 

Research shows that in the early years classes with 13 to 17 students achieve better 
results. The Federal goal is to have class sizes no larger than 18, and best practices for 
kindergarten call for class sizes to be limited to 12. I urge you work towards this goal in DoD 
schools and ensure that our military children get the attention they need in the classroom. Thank 
you in advance for your attention to this issue. 

BE:dw 

Bob Etheridge 
Member of Congress 



MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
GUAM 

427 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
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The Honorable William J. Lynn, Ill 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
1010 Defense Pentagon, Room 3E944 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Lynn, 

June2, 2009 

NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

~AlfiWOMAN, SUSWMMI T 'I:E ON INSUL.Aft AfFAIRS, 
Qc~ANS AND WILDLIFE 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATIONAL PARKS, 
fORt:STS AND PuBLIC lANDS 

ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE 

SuoCOMMITTEC ON READINESS 

SuBCOMMITTE~ ON MILITARY PERSONNEL 

I write to respectfully request that a meeting of the Economic Adjustment Committee 
(EAC) be convened this month to help address the pressing civilian infrastructure requirements 
and other budget concerns relating to the implementation of the military build-up on Guam. 

I urge you and senior officials at the Department of Defense (DOD) to move forward in 
scheduling and planning this next EAC meeting without deJay. A recent Government 
Accountability Office (GAO) report dated April 9, 2009, recommends that DOD regularly 
convene meetings of the full executive-: level EAC to coordinate interagency planning and 
assistance for the Government of GUam.. As stated in the GAO report, DOD concurred with this 
recommendation. Much work remains under·an aggreSsive ~ constrained timeline for the 
military build-up on Guam to be inipleliiented success:ftiily. i.. meeting of the EAC this month is 
important for timely and improved coordination among federal agencies with the Government of 
Guam. This coordination is needed to successfully budget for and satisfy identified program 
requirements. 

Thank you for ydur kind consideration of this request. 

. . . 
· Sincerely, 

a,.~;).'.£~ 
MADELEINE . BORDALLO 

mber of ngress . 
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JuneS, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

DARRELL E. ISSA, CAUFORNIA. 
RANI<ING lotiNORilY r.IENIEER 

DAN BURTON. NliANA 
JOHN t.t. McHUGH. NEW YORK 
JOHN l. MICA, FLOIIDA 
t.WIK E. SOUDER. I'IOII.NA 
TOOD RUSSEU PLAn8, PENNSYLVANIA 
JOHN J. OIMCIIN, JR., TE'INESSfE 
MICIW3. R. TURNER. OHIO 
LYNN A. WESJMCIRELANO, GEORGIA 
PAlRICK T. MCHENRY, NORTH CAROLINA 
BRIM! P. BILBRAY, CJ\UFOANIA 
.IM JORDAN, OtiO 
JEFF FLAKE. ARIZONA 
JEFF FDRTENBERII\', NEBRASAA 
JASON CHAFFETZ, VTAH 
AARON SCHOa<,IU.INOIS 

I write to raise an issue with you regarding the efforts of my Subcommittee staff 
to schedule a briefing with the Department of Defense. The staff has been attempting for 
over two months to schedule a briefing with the appropriate Department officials to 
gather information about U.S. global defense posture. To date, they have not received a 
satisfactory response. Please accept this letter as a formal request for your assistance in 
facilitating this briefing. 

My staff is seeking information on both past and future plans for U.S. overseas 
basing strategy. Specifically, I have tasked the Subcommittee staff with reporting on: 

• 
• 
• 

I 

management of the U.S. global defense posture; 
the total size, shape, and cost of the U.S. overseas military footprint; 
recent activity related to realignment or redeployment of overseas forces; 
and 
future plans to review the global defense posture, particularly in the 
context of the 2010 Quadrennial Defense Review. 

It is my understanding that the Office of the Under Secretary for Policy and the 
Office of the Deputy Under Secretary for Installations and Environment are the most 
relevant offices for this inquiry. 

At my direction, my staff initiated contact with the Department on this issue on 
March 31,2009. After contacting the Department again on Aprill7, 2009, the assigned 
action officer within the Office of Legislative Affairs informed them that the Department 
needed an additional two weeks to address the request, due to the need to focus on 
hearings being held by other congressional committees. After honoring that request, the 

1 



staff contacted the Department at least five times both by phone and by email between 
May 13 and May 26,2009. In each of these communications the Department simply 
requested more time. 

I do not believe this to be an unreasonable request, but my Subcommittee staff has 
expended an incredible amount of effort to facilitate this briefing. At this point, I feel 
compelled to request your attention to this matter in the interest of expediting a response. 
I request a response from the Department no later than Friday, June 12, 2009. Thank you 
for your kind attention to this matter. 

cc: Rep. Jeff Flake 
Ranking Member 

hF.~ /:,~.Tierney 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on National Security 

and Foreign Affairs 

Subcommittee on National Security 
and Foreign Affairs 

2 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

June 1, 2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of April30, 2009, regarding Codel Pastor to 
Seattle, Washington during the approximate period of June 5-7, 2009. The following 
Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Ed Pastor, Chainnan (D-AZ) and Mrs. Venna Pastor 
The Honorable GabrieUe Giffords, Vice Chairman (D-AZ) 
The Honorable Devin Nunes (R-CA) 
The Honorable Zoe Lofgren (D-CA) 
The Honorable Silvestre Reyes (D-TX) and Mrs. Carolina Reyes 
The Honorable Raul M. Grijalva (D-AZ) 
The Honorable Henry Cuellar (D-TX) 
The Honorable Jared Polis (D-CO) 

Mr. Peter Quilter, Professional Staff, House Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Dr. Kay A. King, Director, Office oflnterparliamentary Affairs 
Mr. Jim Farr, Finance Clerk, House Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Ms. Samantha Goldstein, Staff Assistant, House Committee on Foreign Affairs 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

~~ 1

NJv;~Zosi 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DG 20301; 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

June 2, 2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of June 1, 2009, regarding Codel Pastor to 
Seattle, Washington during the approximate period of June 5-7, 2009. In addition to those 
previously listed, the following persons are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Bob Filner (D-CA) and Mrs. Jane Merrill 

In addition, the following persons have been invited to travel with the delegation: 

Ms. June Beittel, CRS detailee to House. Committee on Foreign Affu.irs 
Ms. Irene Bruno, Interpreter, Department of State 
Ms. Teresa Willett, Interpreter, Department of State 
Ms. Isabel Mangan, Interpreter, Department of State 
Ms. Olivia Reinshagen-Hernandez, Interpreter, Department of State 
Ms. Barbara Phillips, Interpreter, Department of State 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

D~:f~ 
·speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

II II 



DAVID R. OBEY. WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
Jot-IN P. MURTHA. PENNSYLVANIA 
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON 
P>l.»J 8. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA 
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO 
PE'ITR J. VISCLOSKV.INDIANA 
NITA M. LOWEY. NEW YORK 
JosE E. SERRANO. NEW YORK 
ROSA l. DeLAURO, CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MORAN, VIIIGIOIIA 

Q:ongrcss of the tinittd ~tat[S 
JOHN W. OLVER. MASSACHUSETTS 
ED PASTOR. ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PIIICE, NORTH CAROLINA 
CHET EDWARDS, 'ITXAS 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RtiODE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHeY, NEW YORK 
LUCillE ROYBAI.-ALLARO, CALIFORNIA 
SAM FAAR. CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS 
CAROL VN C. I<ILPA TRICK MICHIGAN 
AU.EN BOYD, FLORIDA 
CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. AOTHIAAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR., GEORGIA 
MA.RWlN BERRV. ARICANSAS 
BARBAIIA U:E. CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF, CAUFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA 
BETTY M'COLLUM, MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN. OHIO 
CA "DUTCH" RUPPEASBERGER, MAAVLAND 
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. FLORIDA 
CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS 
LINCOLN DAVIS. 'ITNNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR. CCLOAIAOO 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

!\oust of 'RtprtSmtatiors 
Q:ommitttc on 2lppropriations 
'1111Jashington, BQ: 20515-6015 

June2, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS, CAUFORNIA 
C. W.lliU YOUNG. FLORIDA 
IWIOUD ROGERS. KENTUCKY 
FRANK R. WOLF. VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
ROONEY P. FRELNGHUYSEN. NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS 
ZACH WAMl', TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT B. AOEROOLT, ALABAMA 
JOANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS 
MIC~l K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIRK ILLINOIS ' 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS fl. FIEHiiiERG, MONTANA 
JOHf-1 R. CARTER, TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEXANDER. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CAUFORNIA 
JO BONNER. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LA TOURErTE. OHIO 
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
SEVERL Y PHETO 

'ITU:PHONE: 
1202122Hn1 

Authorization is hereby granted to Representatives C. W. Bill Young, Rodney 
Frelinghuysen, and Jo BoWler, members of the Committee on Appropriations and Tom 
McLemore, professional staff member of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel on a 
CO DEI. led by Parker Griffith to Paris and N.onnandy, France during the·approxim.ate time 
period of June 12-15, 2009. The purpose of this tnp is to attend the Paris Air Show and meeting 
with government and business executives to discuss aerospace and defense issues of mutual 
interest and to attend a wreath laying ceremony. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

It will be appreciated if you will have persolUlel from the. Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via military 
aimrnft. · · · 

Sincerely, 

?~~ 
Chairman 
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ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 

Mr. Robert Wilkie 
Assistance Secretary of Defense for 
Legislative Affaits 

19111 DISTRICT, FlORIDA 

May 11,2009 

ii!JUUl 

fLEAS£ RESPOND lO; 
2470 RAYIIURN HOUSE OI'!'ICF. BUILDING 

WASWINQTI)C\j, DC 1051 S-0918 

0 (2021 22S-39lt 
FAA: 120ll225-!i620 
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DISTIIICT OFFICE: 
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1300 Desense Pentagon 
Washington D.C. 20301 In reply refer to: 206454911\g 

Dear Mr. Wilkie: 

Mrs Gladys Valdes bas contacted my Congressional district office regard~ her 
need to have the U.S. Depanment of State and the U.S. Small Business Administration 
review and certify her company solicitations as soon as possible. 

Mrs. Valdes states that she is the owner of Ibiley Manufacturing Corporation, a 
small Hispanic b\Wness located in Miami, Florida. Her company bas been manufacturing 
miliury uniforms for the DOD since September of 2001. Presently~ most of her 
solicitations, and specifically SPMl CI·09-R0033 and M678S409RJOOO. have not yet been 
certified. As soon as these solicitations are assigned to her, she could bring back to work 
120 of her cmployess who are eunently receiving unemployment. I am enclosing a copy of 
Mrs. V al.des • correspondence which contains details regarding this case. 

Mrs Valdez respectfully requests that 
solicitations withouth delay, consistent with al 

DOD and the SBA cenify her 
lc rules and regulations. 

IRUmg 
cc: Mr. Guy Torres, Director 

SBA, HUB-Zone 
409 3 St. Sw 8111 Floor 
Washington :O.C. 20416. 

cc: Ms. Gladys Valdes 
fbi ley Manufacturing Corporation 
1927 West Flager St. 
Miami, Aorida 33135 

en 
:Member of Congress 

Pi'IIN"Ti:D ON l'lfCVtl.El) PAP&A 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CltAifiiiAN 
JOHN P, MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA 
NORMAN D. PICK$, WASHINGTON 
ALAN S. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA 
MARCY KAPTUR. OHIO 

. PETER J. VISC\,09;Y, INDIANA 
NIT AM. LOWEY, NEW YORK 
JOSE E. SERRANO, NEW YORK 
ROSA L. DELAURO, CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MO!IAN, VIRGINIA 

Q:ongrrss of the tinitnt ~tarrs 
JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHIJSETIS 
ED PASTOR. ARIZONA 
OAVID E. PRICE. NORTH CAROLINA 
CHET ~OWARDS, TEXAS 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND 
MAU~ICE D. HINCHEY, NEW V()A:K 
LUCilLE ROYBAL·ALLARD, CALlFORNIA 
SAM FARR. CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L. JACKSON, JR .. ILLINOIS 
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
AU.EN BOYD. FLORJOA 
CHAKA FATIAH. PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD D. BISHOP. JR .. GrDRGIA 
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE. CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW YORK 
nM RYAN, OHIO 
C.A. "DVTCH" RUPPERSBERGER, MARVLAIIID 
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Fl.ORIDA 
ClftO RODRIGUE2, TEXAS 
LINCOLN DAVIS. TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR, COlORAOO 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Jiou.sc of 'Rqnumtatlots 
ctommittrc on gppropriatlons 
Washington, B~ 20515-6015 

June 4, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG. FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS. KENTUCKY 
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK laNGSTON. GEORGIA 
ROONEY P. FRELINGHUVSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TOOO TIAHRT, KANSAS ' 
ZACH WAMP. TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT 8. ADERHOLT. At.ABAMA 
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMI'SON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON. TEXAS 
MIARK STEVEN KIAK,IWNDIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLOROA 
DENNIS A. REHBERG. MONTAN4 
JOHN A. CARTER, TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEXANPER, LOUISIANA 
KEN CAL VERT, CALIFORNIA 
JO BONNER. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE. OHIO 
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA 

CLERK ANP STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY PHETO 

TELE'HONE: 
12021225-2771 

Authorization is hereby granted to The Honorable Adam Schiff and The Honorable Steve 
Israel, members of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time 
period of June 26, 2009- July 3, 2009, to Ireland, Jordan, Algeria, and Tunisia. The Honorable 
Cliff Stearns, The Honorable Solomon ortiz, The Honorab]e Darrell Isa, The Honorable Gene 
Green, and The Honorable Donald Manzullo will participate in the CODEL under separate 
authorization. The purpose of this trip is to meet with government and non-government officials, 
assess aid programs and policies, and discuss security issues facing the region. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in cmmection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via military 
aircraft. 

David R. Obey 
Chairman 
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DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P. MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA 
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON 
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN. WEST VIRGINIA 
MARCY ICAI'T\JR, OHIO 
PETER J. VISCLOSI<Y. INDIANA 
NITA M.LOWEV, NEW YORK 
JOS£ E. SERRANO. NEW YORK 
ROSA L. O.LAURO, CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA 

Q:ongrrss of thr ilnitrd ~tatrs 
JOHN W. OlVER. MASSACHUSETTS 
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PAICE. NORTH CAROLINA 
CHET EOWAROS, TEXAS 
PATRICKJ. KENNEI>V, RHODE ISLAND 
MAUfliCE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
UJCILLi ROYBAL-ALLARD, CAUFORNIA 
SAM FARR, CAUFORNIA 
JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., ILUNOIS 
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK. MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYD, FlORIDA. 

'!tousr of 1Rtprmrntatiom 
4Ulmmitttr on Slpproprtations 
tlllashington, f)Q: 20515-6015 

CHAKA FATTAH. PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN; NEW JERSEY 
SANfORD 0. BISHOP, JR .. GEORGIA 
MARION BEIIRV, ARKANSAS 
BAR BAllA LEE, CALIFORNI.r. 
ADAM SCHIFf, CAUFOANL4 
MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLLUM. MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN, OHIO 
C.A. "DUTCH" RUPP£RSBERGER, MARYLAND 
BEN CHANDLER. KENTUCKY 
OE881E WASSERMAN SCHULT7, FLORIDA 
CIRO RODRIGUEZ. TEXAS 
LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSOE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORAOO 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
l 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

June 9, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS, C.r.LIFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG. FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY 
FRANK R. WOLF. VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSmN, GEORGIA 
ROONEY P. FREUNGHUYSEIII, NEW JERSEY 
roDDTIAHRT, KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA 
J0 ANN EMERSON.II!ISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS 
M"HAEL K. 511\!PSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBE~SON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIRK. IU.INOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW. FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARlER, TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANDER. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
J0 BONNER, ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE. OHIO 
TOM COLE. OI:I.AHOMA 

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
1202122s-2n1 

On March 23rd, I wrote to you asking you to review your Department's 
policy on outsourcing and suggesting that you halt A-76 studies pending the Office 
of Management and Budget's (O:MB's) review of the A-76 program pending the 
Office of Management and Budget's review of the A-76 program. I requested a 
prompt reply. · 

I was disappointed with the response that I received on April 28th, from your 
former Undersecretary for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics which largely 
restated the facts contained in my letter to you. The response also stated that the 
"Department is reviewing the current (A-76) program''. This response appears to 
misstate what is indeed occurring within the Defense Department and does not 
address my concerns. 

Originally, the OMB Circular A-76 process was to be used as a tool to 
determine the most efficient source for performing "commercial" work - either in 
the public or private sector. The use of the OlviB Circular A-76 process was 
extensively criticized by the Government Accountability Office (GAO) in two 
2008 reports. According to GAO, the OMB guidance for the A-76 process was 
flawed. As a result, there may have been inadequate tracking of costs and savings 
but moreover, there are serious concerns that agencies, particularly DoD, had 
started privatization studies in response to arbitrary targets. Moreover, the DoD 
Inspector General has found that an OMB error in the A-76 calculation of 
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"overhead" could wrongly and unfairly result in the outsourcing of workload. 
However, DoD has recently used O:MB A-76 to push more and more work into the 
private sector. Indeed, in fiscal year 2008, DoD more than doubled spending for 
contractor provided services compared to the amount it spent a decade ago but 
your Department has been unable to answer basic questions such as how many 
contractors and subcontractors there are and their average salaries. 

To halt the continued conversion of functions to contractor performance 
until the Administration could conduct a thorough review of its a-76 policy, the 
Fiscal Year 2009 Omnibus Appropriations Act includes a government-wide 
moratorium on beginning or announcing any A-76 studies. In addition, the 
President has announced a broader review of" ... when governmental outsourcing 
for services is and is not appropriate ... " Yet, the Defense Department is 
continuing to move forward with numerous public-private competition studies that 
were in progress before the moratorium took effect, and without further validation 
of estimated savings, to include converting government functions to contractors. 

Therefore I once again, strongly this time, recommend that you immediately 
suspend all ongoing activities related to OMB Circular A-76 studies, including the 
conversion of functions performed by federal employees to contractor performance 
and I recommend that you do so for the remainder of Fiscal Year 2009. 

I once again request a prompt response from you to this letter. 

Respectfully, 

(\ ~ (? \Jv.,.__-:-~ 
6.~ P. Murtha 
~:irman 
Defense Subcommittee 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
Department of Defense 
1 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington,',D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 
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I am writing with regard to media reports on the actions of Defense Department (DOD) contractors in 
Afghanistan. Of particular concern is an alleged incident involving employees ofParavant, a subsidiary 
of the private security contractor currently known as Xe, formerly known as Blackwater Worldwide. 
Paravant is owned by Erik Prince, founder, owner, and former Chief Executive Officer of Blackwater. It 
has been wi4ely reported that on May S, 2009, four off-duty Paravant employees opened fire on Afghan 
civilians. One of the Afghans died and two others were injured in the shooting. 

On May 19, 2009, U.S. military spokesman, Lt. Col. Chris Kubik, stated that Paravant violated the tenns 
of its contract with DOD, which bars contractors' employees from carrying the types of firearms used in 
the shooting and frorri possessing any firearms outside of training settings. The employees allege that 
Paravant supplied them the guns, which also violated the tenns of the contract. 

The State Department decided not to renew its contract with Blackwater Worldwide (now Xe) after the 
Iraqi Government, in January 2009, refused to ter~ew Its operating license. The Imqi government cited 
the company's involvement in a 2007 shooting incident in Baghdad in which 17 innocent civilians were 
killed as a reason for its decision. Fallout from that incident prompted Mr. Prince to resign from 
Blackwater Worldwide in March 2009 and change the company's name to Xe. Collectively, fiv~ of the 
contractors involved in the September 2007 Baghdad shooting have been charged by the U.S. Depart of 
Justice with 14 counts of manslaughter, 20 counts of attempted manslaughter, and one count of using a 
machine gun to commit a crime ofviolence. A sixth Blackwater employee pleaded guilty in December of 
2008 to charges ofvoluntary manslaughter and attempt to commit manslaughter. 

In light of the serious nature ofthe alleged crime on May 5, 2009, and other reports on Blackwater/Xe's 
recklessness in the use afforce against civilians, I believe DOD may wish to review its contract with 
Paravant. The following questions relate to the ability of DOD to terminate its contract with Paravant and 
to review the past performance of a contractor and its employees in determining the award of a future 
contract under the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR). Please provide answers to the following 
questions by July 8, 2009: 

I. The FAR sets forth the policies and procedures for termination of federal contracts for default or 
for t~e convenience of the government. 48 CFR § 49.000 et seq. ''The Government has a 
contractual right to completely or partially terminate a contract for default because of the 
contractor's actual or anticipated failure to perform its contractual obligations." 48 C.P.R. § 
49.401 (a). Should the government wish to terminate the contract for default, it "is not liable for 
the contractor's costs on undelivered work and is entitled to the repayment of advance and 
progress payments, if any, applicable to that work." 48 CFR § 49.402-2 (a). 

THIS MAil.lNG WAS PREPARED, PUBLISHED, AND t.tAILEDATTAXPAVER EX~SE 
THIS STATIONERY PRINTED DN PAPER MADE OF RECYClED FIBERS ...... 
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Given the failure of Paravant to comply with the terms of its contract, does DOD plan to 
terminate Paravant' s contract for default? 

2. The government may also terminate a contract for convenience when it is not in default but has 
failed to perfonn due to causes beyond the control or fault of the contractor, or when continued 
perfonnance by the contmetor is no longer in the best interest of the government. 48 C.F.R. § 
49.401 (b). Termination for the convenience of the government spares the contractor financial 
hardship by providing fair compensation ''for the work done and the preparations made for the 
tenninated portions of the contract, including a reasonable allowance for profit.'' 48 C.F.R. § 
49.201 (a). 

If DOD will not be tenninating Paravant's contract for default, does it plan to terminate 
Paravant' s contract for convenience? 

3. Subpart 9.000 ofthe FAR "prescribes policies, standards, and procedures for determining 
wbe~er prospective contractors and subcontractors are responsible." The FAR's policy states that 
the Government may only enter into contracts with responsible companies. 48 C.F .R. § 9.103 (a) 
For the contract to be awarded, the contractor must "affumatively demonstrate its responsibility, 
including, when necessary, the responsibility of its proposed subcontractors.'' 48. C.F.R. § 9.103 
(c). Detennination ofwhether a contractor is responsible is based on several criteria, including 
the contractor's having a satisfactory perfonnance record, 48. C.F.R.. § 9.104-1 (c),"and having a 
satisfactory record of integrity and business ethics. 48. C.F.R. § 9.104-1 (d}. · 

Agencies may consider the past conduct or performance of key employees of prospective 
contractors when assessing whether contractors have satisfactory perfonnance records, or 
satisfactory records of integrity and business ethics, in making responsibility determinations. 
Comp. Gen. Dec. B-165915, Comp. Gen. Dec. B-248572, Comp. Oen.·Dec. B-211353, Comp. 
Gen. Dec. B-210390, Comp. Gen. Dec. B-205602, Comp. Gen. Dec. B-204928; Comp. Gen. Dec. 
ll-202325, Comp. Gen. Dec. B-270849, Comp. Gen. Dec. B-251533. 

Given the past performance ofBlackwater/Xe's CEO and owner, and its employees, why did 
DOD find Paravant sufficiently responsible to be awarded a contract? 

On April 6, 2009, you released a statement in which you called for reshaping the way the Pentagon does 
business, including an overhaul of its approach to contracting. In addition to questioning the Pentagon's 
contract with a specific private security contractor, I believe this letter provides a strong case for 
reevaluating the Pentagon •s relationship with private security contractors overall. Thank you in advance 
for your attention to the matter. Should you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me or 
ha.ve your staff contact Erica Fein at (202) 225-4071. 

With every good wish, 
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June 12, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defc;m~ 
u.s. Departnierit of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

DAVE CAMP, MICHIGAN 
WALLY HERGER, CAURORNIA 
SAM JOHNSON. TEXAS 
KEVIN SAADV, TEXAS 
PAUL RYAN, \MSCONSIN 
ERIC CANTOR, VIRGINIA 
JOliN LINDER, QEORGIA 
DEVIN NUI'IES, CAURORNIA 
PATRICK J. TIBERI. OHIO 
GINNY 8R0Wt.I.WAITE, fi.OAIDA 
GEOFF DAVIS, KENTUCKY 
DAVID G. REICHERT, \'IIABHINGTON 
CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR .. LOUISIANA 
DEIIN HELJ.ER, NEVADA 
PETER J. ROSKAM.IU.INOIS 

JON TRAUB. 
MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR 

This letter is to authorize Congressman Geoff Davis (R-KY) to participate 
on the CODEL being led by Rep. Howard Berman (D"CA), to Moscow, Russia. 
This travel will take place during the period of Saturday, June 27 through 
Wednesday, July 1, 2009; the House is not scheduled to be in session during 
this time. 

The purpose of this trip is to meet with government and non"government 
officials to discuss the future of U.S.- Russia bilateral trade relations, energy, 
as well as examine current domestic politics. 

It would be appreciated if the U.S. Department of Defense could furnish 
such assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate this 
trip. The expenditure of funds for the payment of the actual and necessary 
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized by 
31 u.s.c. 1108 (g). 

CBR/jg 
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Washington D.C. 

Dear Secretary Gates, 
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One of the unfortunate and enduring legacies of Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF) and 
Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF) is the fragile psychological health of our returning 
servicemembers. Trawnatic stress. both physical and psychological may not manifest 
itself for many months or years, and yet its latent symptoms can negatively affect 
soldiers, their families, and their communities long after their return from deployment. 
The psychological health of our returning servicemem.bers will continue to result in a 
serious undercurrent of health care demands to the Department of Defense (DoD) and the 
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). 

The North Texas region has both urban areas and vast rural areas. We have an unusually 
large number of returning servicemembers and are beginning to experience serious gaps 
in the responsiveness of the health care system to their known and future needs. In theFt 
Worth and Dallas metropolitan area we have seen families and scrvicemembers in crisis 
who are coming to the Tammt County private and public university-based mental health 
clinics, emergency departments, and hoSpitals. As you know, a recent RAND Corp study 
estimates that 1 in 5 servicemembers who served in OEF and OIF have PTSD, but only 1 
out of2 who are in need of behavioral health care seek it, so we know firsthand that a · 
large challenge looms in our region. 

There are several challenges to our servicemembers, their families and the psychological 
health care system in the North Texas region. As we enter the eighth year of OEF and 
OIF, we cannot wait any longer to provide comprehensive solutions to these challenges 
so that we can begin to integrate and assimilate our returning warriors and their families 
back into civilian life. The challenges faced include: 

Lack of education and outreach to the community so that returning servicemembers and 
their families understand the range of services available and how to access them; 

EMAIL ME 8V VISITING I<AYGRANGER.HOUSE.GOVItONTAC'TM£ 



Lack of access to behavioral health care providers. TRICARE coverage is often limited 
and difficult to navigate, some providers accept TRICARB while others do not, and 
many insurance policies cover only a limited number of visits, which are often too few to 
address deep seated, potentially life threatening conditions that need longer treatment 
protocols to resolve; 

A lack of regional data on the size and scope of the challenge in our area, which is 
critical to help financially strapped municipalities and organizations properly allocate 
resources to help public university-based, county, and rural· based mental health clinics, 
emergency departments, and hospitals; 

The lack of education for our primary ~ physicians, who are our fll'St line of defeDSe 
and referral in the community and who need to be educated in the nuances of miJitaty life 
as well as understanding the symptoms of stress disorders, separation anxiety, depres8ion 
and hostility; 

And finallY, and most importantly, the huge lack of behavioral health care providers 
(psychiatrists, psychologists. etc) in DOD and VA. This is without questJon the most 
critical issue in the care and psychological treatment of our returning servicemembers and 
their families. This is the one challenge which the DOD and VA will not (and cannot) 
solve in the near future. Aa the Acting Assistant Secretary for Health Affairs stilted 
before the House Department of Defense Appropriations Subcommittee on March 3, 
2009, there are simply not enough psychological health professionals available in DOD 
and the VA to treat the number of service members and families that have been impacted 
by both wars 

Farseeing tliese challenges, the Congress inserted language in the FY 2009 Department 
of Defense Appropriations bill that directed the Department to, " ..• make funds available 
for projects and programs throughout the United States that (1) serve a high population of 
returning service members (2} encompass large urban and rural areas (3) have an existing 
infrastructure that utilizes a combination oflocal mental health associations, community 
support networks, private sector mental health care provider networks, and universities 
for purposes of enhancing the local access, delivery, education and outreach of mental 
health services for returning service members and their families ... ". 

In the past 20 months. Congress has provided over $1 Billion to the Department of 
Defense for the psychological health care of our servicemembers and their families. I 
have the utmost respect and admiration for the good men and women at the Department 
who are doing their best to provide treatment to our soldiers under difficult 
circumstances. But the Department faces a task which calls for SGlutions now, not in the 
distant future. Seminars, websites and webinars are simply not a substitute for dh'ect one~ 
on-one contact with professional behavioral health care providers. 

In the North Texas region, we have developed precisely the model that was identified in 
the FY 2009 DoD AppropriatioiJB legislation. This initiative led by the University of 
North Texas Health Science Center (UNTHSC) in Fort Worth, (which has one of the 
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largest behavioral health care programs in the state) has the psychological health 
professionals already in place to handle the challenges for our region. UNTHSC and its 
team have partners and contracts throughout the North Texas region for training health 
and behavioral health professionalss providing mental health services to the communities, 
and has a large network of referral sour<:es across both urban and rural areas. UNTHSC 
has affiliations with the VA and other military organizations, as well as with private and 
public hospital and outpatient providers. In fact, UNTHSC bas provided to me an 
excellent proposal to rapidly address the growing issues of education, outreach and 
training as well as providing screening, treatment and referral services to our returning 
servicemembers and their families. This proposal has also been reviewed by the 
Department but no action has been tuken. 

Mr. Secretary, I request that, ill accordance with the language in the FY 2009 
Appropriations legislation, that funding be provided to entities in the north Texas region 
as soon as possible so that we may immediately begin the critical work of providing our 
returning warriors and their families with the access to psychological care they need to 
ease and support their transition back to civilian life. I can think of no obligation that the 
federal goverwnent has .that is more important than this. 
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Secretary Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

June 8, 2009 

I 

On T\lesday, September 15, approximately 400 bminess leaders from our respective 
conaressional districts in North Carolina will come to Capitol Hill for '1The Washington 
Perspective" Economic Development seminar hosted by myself, Rep. Larry Kissell, Rep. O.K. 
Butterfield, Rep. Bob Etheridge, Rep. Walter Jones, Rep. Melvin Watt, Rep. Virginia Foxx, Rep. 
Patrick McHenry, and Rep. Heath Schuler. 

We would be honored to have you join us as a speaker at this inlportant event. This 
seminar has been held annually for more than a decade and has been covered by C-SP AN. In the 
past, we have been honored to have had esteemed speakers such as: Speaker of the HouSe Nancy 
Pelosi, fanner Director of Office of Homeland Security Tom Ridge, United States Department of 
Agriculture Secretary Mike Johanns, Senator Joe Biden, New York Times Op-Ed Columnist 
David Brooks, and ABC News Correspondent George Stephanopoulos. 

We are hosting this seminar in an effort to give the businessmen and women ofNorth 
Carolina an opportunity to meet with federal government officials and political analysts to 
discuss issues that may affect their livelihood. Your thoughts and views on the many issues 
which impact the business commWlity would offer these individuals a unique perspective on how 
federal policies and laws are formed. 

The seminar will be held in the Congressional Auditorium in the new Capitol Visitor 
Center. Breakfast will be served at 8:00a.m. and the program will last from 8:30a.m. until 
11:30 a.m. We are aware of the constraints on your time and would be happy to accommodate 
your schedule. Please contact Kara Spencer in Con~ssman Mike Mcintyre's office at (202)225-
2731 or email her at kara.:mencer@mail.house.gQv to let her know if you can participate. 

Thank you for your consideration of this req\lest. We look forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely, 

Mike Mcintyre 
·Member of Congress 

. i . 
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The Honorable Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
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· Dear Mr. President: 

June 8, 2009 

COMMITIEE ON 
APPROPRIATIONS 

As Ohio Members of Congress, we are especially proud of an industry that is of vital importance to 
our state and the nation. Ohio is a leader in the production of strategic materials critical to our 
national security, like titanium and other high-performance "specialty metals." We strongly 
support laws that ensure that the United States will remain a world leader in the production of 
specialty metals and a key supplier to the Department of Defense. 

, I 
We write to draw your attention to a pending DoD regulation on use of specialty metals jfor defense 
products that will likely undermine the Specialty Metals Amendment, 10 U.S.C. 2533b, which 
requires use of domestic specialty metals in major defense articles such as ships, aircraft, and tanks. 
We believe that two aspects of this proposed rule will benefit offshore sources for these critical 
metals at the expense of domestic manufacturers, who are the only guaranteed source of these 
materials so essential to our national defense. 

First, the proposed regulation adopts an overly-broad exception to the specialty metals laws for 
so-called "commercial-off-the-shelf-items" (COTS). We agree that COTS items should not be 
subject to unique DoD contracting rules. However, DoD's proposed definition of"'COTS" allows 
for drastic modifications of items for military applications, after which they bear no resemblance 
to the sorts of items available in the conunercial marketplace. This proposed rule ignores a 
long-standing statutory definition of"COTS", meaning items "offered to the Government, without 
modification, in the same form in which it is sold in the commercia/marketplace." 

Second, DoD's rule uses an overly-broad definition of what it means for metals to be ''produced" 
in America, abandoning a long-standing requirement that specialty metals must be melted in the 
U.S. Under DoD's proposed definition of"produced," simple heat treatment-- a low-cost, late 
stage process - converts foreign metals into "domestic" metals. We understand that this 
questionable definition may have been adopted to address certain metal product shortages, but 
such problems are more honestly addressed through existing waivers and exceptions. To define 
something as "produced in America" despite such limited contribution by domestic workers sets a 
terrible precedent. 
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Before the pending regulation was published and during the previous legislative cycle~ the House 
Anned Services Committee (HASC) took the extraordinary step of drafting language in its 
Committee Report on the FY 2009 Defense Authorization Act. In its report, the HASC expressed 
its displeasure regarding these same two critical issues. Despite the Conunittee's clear statements, 
the proposed rule issued in July 2008 ignored legislative intent. · 

We are concerned that the DoD rule is indicative of a larger issue; that is, a lack of emphasis on 
preserving the domestic industrial base for strategic materials. One example is the December 2008 
report by DoD's Strategic Materials Protection Board (established to protect domestic strategic 
materials production) stating: "specialty metals, as defined in 10 u.s.c. 2533b, are not 'materials 
critical to national security' for which only a U.S. source should be used; and there is no national 
security reason for the Department to take action to ensure a long term domestic supply of these 
specialty metals." We disagree and urge DoD to adopt a clear and consistent position that 
recognizes the importance of strategic materials like titaniwn, nickel-alloys, specialty steel, 
beryllium, an~ high-performance magnets. 

I 
The specialty metals laws provide the incentive our metals suppliers need to innovate and ensure 
that our military has ready access to the safest and most reliable equipment needed in combat We 
join Senator Sherrod Brown in asking that your Administration consider these matters in the 
comse of its regulatory review. 

cc: The Hon. Robert Gates 
The Hon. Ike Skelton 
The Hon. Sherrod Brown 
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Sincerely, 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

June9, 2009 

This letter will authorize the Honorable David Price, Chairman of the House 
Democracy Assistance Commission (HDAC), to lead a delegation to Hm1gary, Mdngolia, 
Indonesia and Timor-Leste on official business during the approximate time period of 
June 25- July 5, 2009. The purpose of this trip is to conduct meetings with members of 
the parliaments in each country in conjunction with the mission of the Commission. A 
list of authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date. Spouses of Members may 
travel at no cost to the government for protocol purposes only. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Marine escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of funds for the act\UU and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). - - -

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, £,) 

~~ 
~~~~PJ3{.()SI 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 
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the Global Environment 

Subcommittee on the 
Middle East and South Asia 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
Subcommittea on 

Space and Aeronautics 

Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 

teongrtSfS of tbe iltnitdl ~tates 
l}oust of l\tpr~rntatfbt~ 

June 10, 2009 

1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. OC 20301-1000 . . 
Dear Secretary Gates, 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

2300 Rayburn House Office Building 
Wa•hington, DC 2051 !Hl546 

12021225--2415 FAX: 1202) 226-il145 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 

101 Main Street, Suite 380 
Huntington Beach, CA B2648-81 18 

1714) 96H483 FAX: 1714) 960-7806 

South Bay: 13101377-9493 

http://rohrabacher.house.gov 

You have received an invitation to ride in the Huntington Beach 4th of July Parade & 
Celebration. We would highly recommend that you accept this offer and share with us this 
wonderful celebration of Independence Day. Should you decide to be a part of the parade you 
might consider riding with the two of us. It would be a truly bi-partisan vehicle on a truly non­
partisan day. Should you decide to participate in the parade but ride in a vehicle on your own 
rather than with us, don't worry, we will not take offense. Your participation in anyway would 
be most appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Dana Rohrabacher 
Member of Congress 



DAVID R. OBE'f, WISCONSIN. CKAIRMAN 
JOI<N P MURTHA. PENNSVLVANIA 
NORMAN D. OICI<S.IIYASHINGTON 
ALAN B. MOUOHAN, WEST VfRGINJA 
MARCY KA"lVA. OHIO 
f'ETER J. VISCWSKV. IN~ANA 
Nil AM. lOWEV.NEWYORK 
JOS~ E. SERRANO. NEW YORK 
AOSA L.. Of LAURO, CON1'4EC:TICUT 
JA.MES P MORAN. IIIRGINlA 

O:ongrrss of the (Rnittd ~tatrs 
JOHN W. 01.\IER, MASSACHUSETTS 
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA 
OAV10 E. PRICE, NORlH CAROLIIIIA 
CHET EDWARDS, UXAS 
PA TRICt< J. KE,_.ftiEOV, RHODe ISlAND 
MAURICE D. HINC~EY. 1'4EW YORK 
LUCILLE ROYBAL·Al.LARD, ~lroRNIA 
SAM FARR. CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L. JACKSON. JR . IUINOIS 
CAAOI. YN C. Kll.l'ATRICK, MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIOA 
CHAKA 'ATIAH. PENNSYLVANIA 
STeVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD 0 BISHOf'. JR., GEORGIA 
MARION BERI\Y. ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE, CAUFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA 
MIOtAE L. HO"'OA. CAUFOANIA. 
BETTV McCOLlUM, MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN. OHIO 
C.A. "'OUTCH .. RUPPERSBERGEA, MAAVLANO 
BEN CHANDLER. KENTUCKY 
DI<BIII< WASSE!IMANSCHULrz. FLORIDA 
CIRO RODRIGUEZ. TEXAS 
LINCOlN DAVIS. TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR. COLORADO 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

!lou.sr of 'Rrprrsrntatio£.S 
~mmittt~ on 2lppropriations 
filashington, 1E>a: 20515-o015 

June 9, 2009 

• 

JEMV lEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YCKJNG. FLO~IOA 
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY 
FMN~ A. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON. GEORGIA 
RODNEY P FAELINGHUYSEN. NEW JEASE Y 
TOOO TWiRT. kANSAS 
ZACH WAMP. TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT 8. AOERHOl T, ALABAMA 
JO ANN EMERSON. MISSCUIII 
KAY GRANGER. TEKAS 
MICHAEL K SIMI'SON. IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON. TEX.OS 
MARK STEVEN KIRK, IU.INOIS 
ANDER ORENS>IAW. FLORIDA 
DENNIS A. REHBERG, MOOTANA 
JOHN A. CARTER. TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEXANOER.LOliiSIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFOMNIA 
JO B()NNER. ALABAMA 
SnVEN C .... TOURETT£, OHIO 
TOM COLE, OIUAHOMA 

CLERIC: AND STAFF DlfiECTOR 
BEVERLY PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
11021225-2771 

Reference is made to my letter dated June 4, 2009, granting authorization to the 
Honorable Adam Schiff and the Honorable Steve Israel, members of the Committee on 
Appropriations, to travel to Ireland, Jordan, Algeria, and Tunisia dming the approximate time 
pericd of June 26, 2009 · July 3, 2009. 

The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize John Blazey, a staff member of the 
Conunittee on Appropriations, to participate in this travel. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Chairman 



-------

U0/~~/~009 03:29 FAX 12022254890 
Rep, Rosa DeLauro 

-----

ftongress of tbt ltnittb ~tatts 
Jitoust of 1\.tprdmtatiues 

li!ldblngton, ilK 20515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 

June lS, 2009 

1000 Defense Pentagon, Room 3E880 
Washington D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

We write to applaud your dec:ision ro terminate the troubled VH-71 presidential 
helicopter replacement program. A progtam that does not meet requirements in tenns of 
capability and schedule, and is twice the original cost after only fours years, is a program 
that should be canceled if we are going to keep defellse programs accountable for their 
projected budgets and timetines. 

Nevertheless, we do have serious concerns over the. sunk costs of the program. 
Projected to be nearly $3.2 billion, this cost represent& e. real investment by the taxpayer 
that should not to be ignored. We believe it would be prudent to move foTWard with the 
program in a way that does not waste this substantial taXpayer i.Dvestment. 

One solution might be to award the contract to tho only other qualified 
competitor, Sikorsky's H-92 helicopter, and team Sikorsky with the incumbent systems 
integrator, Lockheed Martin. As you know, Sikor5ky, the prime contractor for the 
Marine One since the 1950s, has fulfilled its contracts on time and on budgeL This 
solution offers the dual benefit of "saving" some of the previously sunk costs, particularly 
jobs in both New York. and Maryland, and creating additional American jobs by having 
those aircraft manufactured in the United States. At a time of severe economic crisis, this 
solution seems ideal. 

You correctly identified the need to terminate a prosram with costs that grew 
from an estimated $6.5 billion to over $13 billion, but also made clear that there is a need 
to develop a follow on option. It is our understanding that the Sikorsky H-92 is currently 
qualifted to meet the mission requirements and is clll'rently more "'fail-safen than the VH-
71 Increment I aircraft. By teaming Sikorsky with Lockheed Martin, the Navy can 
develop a helicopter that can safely transport the president while not only providing the 
best value for the taxpayel', but also maintaining and creating Amerieanjobs. 

Thank you for the consideration oftlris request and we look forward to your 
rcspon~. 

Sincerely, 

a. st<~ 
bet of Congress 

ltl 002 
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~OEC~ 
Member of Congress 

Cc: The Honorable Raywond Mabus 
Secretary of the Navy 

The Honorable Ashton B. Carter 
Under Secretaxy of Defense for Acquisition. Technology and Logistics 

Ill 003 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P. MURTHA. Pf:NNSYL VANIA 
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON 
ALAN B. MOLLOIIAN. WEST VIRGINIA 
MARCY KAI'TUR, OHIO 
PETeR J, VISCLOSKY, INDIANA 
NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YOAK 
JOS! E. SERRA..O, NEW YORK 
ROSA L O.LAURO, CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P_ UORAN, VIRGI~A 

[Ongress of the ilnittd ~rates 
JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS 
ED PASTOR. ARIZONA 
DAVID E.I'RICE. NpRTH CA.ROUNA 
CHI!T EDWARDS, TEXAS 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
LUCILLE ROYBAl·AllARO, CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L JACKSON, Jft, ILLINOIS 
CAROL VN C. KILPATRICK. MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA 
CHAKAFATIAH. PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFOIID D. BISHOP, JR., GEORGIA 
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE, CAUFOAIIIIA 
ADAM SCHIFF. CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA. CALIFORNIA 
B~nY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN. OHIO 
C.A. "DUTCH.,. RUI'PERSBERGER, MARYlAND 
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA 
CIRO RODRIGUEZ. TEXAS 
LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR. COLORADO 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

illousE of 1Rtprtsmtatiom 
~mmittn: an 2lpprapriations 
Dashington, BIL 20515-6015 

June 12, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS, CI\UFORNIA 
C. W. 81Ll YOUNG, FLORIDA 
HA~OlD ROGERS.ICENTUCKV 
FfiANK R. WOLF, 1/tRGINIA 
JACK IONGSTON. GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FREUNGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAHRTf KANSAS 
ZAC1< WAMP, TeNNESSEE 
lOM LAlHAI\4, IOWA 
ROBERl B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA 
JOANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER. UXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEJ<AS 
MARK. :STEVEN KIRK, ILLINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER. TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEKANDER. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
J0 IIONNER, ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LA l0\!11ETIE. OHIO 
TC»JJ COU::, OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND SrAFF DIRECTOR 
lli'VERL Y PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
(202)225-2771 

Reference is made to my letter dated June 4, 2009, granting authorization to the 
Honorable Adam Schiff and the Honorable Steve Israel, members of the Committee on 
Appropriations, to travel to Ireland, Jordan, Algeria, and Tunisia during the approximate time 
period of June 26, 2009- July 3, 2009. 

The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize Shalanda Young and Cleli~ Alvarado, 
staff members of the Committee on Appropriations, to participate in this travel. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~ Chairman Obey- -~ 



JUN-19-2009 06:19 

,Sen. 8ertiamin L Cantin. Marylond 
Chairman 

Sen. Sam Bro\mbKk. KtJR;ru 

Ra11kfllg MlttM"tl)l ~If»' 

Sen. Cbriscopllcr 1. Dodd. CoM«Iinlt 
Sen. Shddcm Wllitclloua, R/ffldco /$/Wid 
Sell. Tom UdalL &w Merica 
Sm. JGIIIIIe Sbahem. Nt!W HluttpsiiiN 
Sen. Saxby Chomblill&, l;ecl'fll• 
Sal. R.icllll!'d Bun-. Norrlt C/Jt'()/lnQ 
Sen. Reger F. Wicka-. MiuiMippi 

F,.t!d L. T W"Mr, O.iel' of Slllfl" 

CSCE 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

June 18, 2009 

P.002 

Rep. Alcoe L. Hasrinp. Florido 
Co-Chairman 

Rep. Cllristopbcr H. Smidl. Nrw JeJ"Sq 
~tmhitf Millorllyllouti M~ 

Rep. Edward I. Madl:cy, MIISJtlt:hu.sllltt 
Rep. Laui10 Mcintosh Sleva:btcr, Ntw Y~uk 
R"P- Mi'lce Me~. Notllf Camlfna 
Rep. o. K. BIIU'rt~~ld.llfJI'th Ouothlll 
.Rcp.loHpllll Pins./'~ 
.Rep. R.oben B. Aderbolr. .4/tJbmtrfJ 
Rep. Darroll E. l'ua. Culifomia 

As Co-Chainnan of the Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe, I am writing 
to authori2e Representative Darrell lssa to travel on an official delegation led by Representative. 
Rahal!, CODEL Rahal!. Representative lssa will travel to Lebanon, Cyprus, and Egypt from July 
9 to 13, 2009. The delegation will mt:et with newly elected leadership of the Lebanese 
government, observe the democratic institutions forming in Lebanon, and discuss the regional 
economic, security and energy concerns in Lebanon, Cyprus, and Egypt. 

The delegation has requested Marine Corps military support and military transportation. 
Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made 
pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in the matter. 

234 Ford Hou..-.e Office Building W~lill,8ton, DC 20515 
Telephone; (202) 22S-1901 hap://www.c:sce.gov F~simile: (202) 226-4199 

fOTAL P.002 



JUt 18. 2009 12:57 PM 2022256754 

ot.ongnss nf tlf.e Bnitw ~tates 
Dla.&4ington, IOJ: ~D515 

Dr. Robert M Gates 
Soetetary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Seeretary Gates: 

June 16, 2009 

NO. 6540 P. 2 

We appreciate your interest stated during the May 13, 2009 House Anned Services 
Committee hearing to protect child custody rights for our men and women In unifonn. 

As you know, legislative language addressing this issue bas already passed the House of 
Re:presentatives three times. First, as Section 577 of the House passed FY2008 National 
Defense Authorization Act (HR1585). Additionally, portions of this legislation were also 
included in Section S84 ofthe final House passed version of the FY2008 NDAA (HR 
4936). Pinally, last year this language passed the House as a stand-alone bill (HR 6048) 
and was attaclled to the FY2009 NOAA. Nearly 60 members from both sides of the aisle 
sign.ed on to HR 6048 as co-sponsors. 

Today, the Hou!le Armed Services Committee passed their FY2010 NDAA. This biU 
contains similar language that would protect custody rights for military parents. As we 
move forward with the cunent legislative session and c:onsideration of the FY2010 
NOAA, we look forward to your continued interest in addressing this important issue to 
ensure that our men and women in unifonn have their parental rights protected. 

Sincerely, 

Michael R. er 
Member of Congress 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

June 16, 2009 

This is in further reference to iny letter of June 9, 2009, regarding Codel David 
Price Jm1e 25- July 5, 2009. The following Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable David Price, Chainnan, (D~NC) and Mrs. Lisa Price 
The Honorable Vern Buchanan (R-FL) and Mrs. Sandy Buchanan 
The Honorable Jim McDermott (D-WA) 
The Honorable Jim Cooper (D-TN) and Mrs. Martha Cooper 
The Honorable Phil Gingrey (R-GA) and Mrs. Billie Gingrey 
The Honorable Bob Etheridge (D-NC) and Mrs. Faye Etheridge 

Mr. Johit Lis, Staff Director, House Democracy Assistance Commission (HDAC) 
. Ms. Margarita Seminario, ProfeSSional Staff Member, HDAC 

Mr. Brad Smith, Professional Staff Member, Committee on Rules 
Ms. Rachael Leman, ProfessioDal Staff Member, Committee on Rules 
Ms. Janice McKinney, Assistant Dfrector, Office oflnterparliamentary Affairs 
Mr. Clay Wellborn, CRS (authorized by HCFA) 
Mr. Bruce Vaughn, CRS (authorized by HCFA) 
Ms. Sherry Shapiro, CRS (authorized by HCFA) 
Mr. Will Tuchrello, Library of Congress -Jakarta-DiU (authorized by HCFA) 
Mr. Y adi Yasin, Library of Congress (Dili) (authorized by HCF A) 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, /":) · • 

~,~ 
NANCY PELOSI 
Sp~er·· 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Mlll;,r, Clerk.' 
tJ.s. ·Iiouse of RepreSentatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

June 16, 2009 

I 
I 

This letter will authorize the Honorable David Price, Chairman of the Hopse 
Democracy Assistance Connnission (HDAC), to lead a delegation to Colombia, ! 
Paraguay, and Peru on official business during the approximate time period of August 15-
23, 2009. The purpose ofthis trip is to conduct meetings with members of the 
parliaments in each COWltry in conjunction with the mission of the Commission. A list of 
authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date. Spouses ofMem.bers may travel 
at no cost to the govennnent for protocol pwposes only. 

It would be appreciated if the Department ofDefense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Marine escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S. C. . . 
1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

n rr~ 
NAN ::Los I 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. Ho~se ofRepresentatives 

... , 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

JWle 18, 2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of April23, 2009, regarding Codel Neal 
June 26- July 5, 2009. The following Members and staff are authorized to tmvel: 

The Honorable Richard E. Neal (D-MA) 
The Honorable Tim Mwphy (R-PA) 
The Honorable Jerry Costello (D-IL) 
The Honorable Mike Doyle (D-PA) 
The Honorable Tim Holden (D-PA) 
The Honorable Luis V. Gutierrez (D-IL) 
The Honorable Donald M. Payne (D-NJ) 
The Honorable NydiaM. Velasquez (D-NY) 

Mr. William Tranghese, Office of Rep. Neal· 
Ms. Susan Mosychuk, Office of Rep. Murphy 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

r\:ly, ~ 
.NANb::losi 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable LOrraine C. Mi11er, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

JWie 19,2009 

Tiris letter will authorize the Honorable Alcee Hastings, Co--Chairman of the 
Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE), and a delegation of 
Members and staff to accompany Codel Cardin to Bosnia-Herzegovina, Belarus, 
Lithuania and Greece during the approximate period of June 26- July 3, 2009. The 
purpose of the trip is to meet with government officials in each country and to attend the 
1811\ Annual Session of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe {OSCE 
PA). For protocol purposes only, spouses may travel at no cost to the government. The 
following Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Alcee L. Hastings (D-FL), Co-Chairman, CSCE 
The Honorable Christopher Smith (R-NJ) and Mrs. Marie Smith 
The Honorable Louise Slaughter (D-NY) and Mr. Robert Slaughter 
The Honorable Mike Mcintyre (D -Nq and Mrs. Dee Mcfutyre 
The Honorable G.K.. Butterfield (D-NC) 
The Honorable Robert Aderholt (R-AL) and Mrs. Caroline Aderholt 
The Honorable Darrell Issa (R-CA) and Mrs. Kathy Issa 
The Honorable Lloyd Doggett (D-TX) and Mrs. Libby Doggett 
The Honorable Gwen Moore (D-WI) 

Mr. Fred Turner, Chief of Staff, CSCE 
Mr. Bob Hand, Policy Advisor, CSCE 
Ms. Shelly Han, Policy Advisor, CSCE 
Mr. Ed Joseph, Policy Director, CSCE 
Mr. CliffBond, Senior Advisor, CSCE 
Mr. Alex Johnson, Policy Advisor, CSCE 
Mr. Winsome Packer Policy Advisor; CSCE 
Mr. Neil Simon, Communications Director, CSCE 
Mr. Daniel Redfield, Office Manager, CSCE 
Mr. Josh Shapiro, Staff Assistant, CSCE 

IIIII 



Please note that Chairman Hastings and Ms. Janice Helwig, Policy Advisor, 
CSCE, are also authorized to travel to Albania en route to Lithuania. For that portion, it 
would be appreciated if the Department ofDefense would furnish such assistance as is 
necessary, including ground transportation. to facilitate this mission. as well as Air Force 
escort. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the actual and necessary expenses 
should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 11 08(g). 

Codel Cardin has -requested Navy escort and military air transportation. . 
Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should 
be made pursuantto 31 U.S. C. 1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

nly. ~ 
NAN::::lsl . 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 
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Jwte 18,2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
US Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

~ITTEES: 

COMMITTE£ ON 
EDUCAllON AND LABOR 

SUIICOOIOMTTUS: 

EARLYO&DHooo, ELEMENTARY AND 
SEcQt.IOAIIY EOUCA110N 

HI~R EDUCATION, IJfE!.OHG LIAR-a 
AND CoMP£Tm\IENESS 

HEALTHY FAMILifS AND Cow.4UNIT1ES 

COMMITTEE ON RULES 

COMMITTEE ON 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

STEERING AND POLICY 

My partner, l<b)(S) I accompanied me on the Dodd/Pastor Codel on June 5-7, 2009 
pursuant to a waiver iSSlJed by Speaker Nancy Pelosi. In her June 4lettj ootifyine:~ou of her waiver, 
the Speaker asked that you in tmn use your waiver authority to facilitat ~b)(S) _ participation. 

Given tha (b)(S) is my domestic partner and is designated by Congress as my 
Congressional spouse, with a spouse pin and Congressional ID, I r uest that you waive the 
requirement that I have to reimburse $1,140.40 to the military for (b)(S) travel, which is not 
required of Congressional spouses. 

I appreciate your prompt attention to this matter, and I can be of any assistance, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 

BOUlDER O~ACE 
4nO IIAseliNf RoAD. Sum: 220 

BoULDI!R, C0 80303 
303-484-9596 

303-56&-8007 IFAX) 

YounTnUyj_ ~ ~ 

Polis 
ber of Congress 

MOU~T...,NOFFD 

101 WEST LlAJN STM!ET, SUIT< 1010 
Fousco. co 80443 
97~40 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 

THORNTON OfFICE 
1200 EA$T 7tTH A_..NUf, SuiTI! 106 

THOIINTON, CO fi022tt 
303-287-4159 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 . 
Dear Mr: Secretary: 

June 9, 2009 

This letter will authorize Mr. John Sullivan, Parliamentarian of the House, to 
accompany Codel Kosmas (authorized by the House Committee on Science and 
Technology) to Florida during the appropriate period of June 12-13, 2009. 

It would be appreciated if the Department ofDefense would furnish such assistance 
as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Air 
Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for 
the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 11 08(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Yl~ NAN~OSI 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 

II 



BART GORDON. TENNESSEE 
CHAIRMAN 

RALPH M. HALL, TEXAS 
RANKING MEMBER 

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
SUITE 2320 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6301 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

(2021 225-6375 
TTY: (202) 226-4410 

http://scienoe.houae.gov 

June 12, 2009 

This letter is to authorize Congressman Adrian.Smith, a member of the Committee on 
Science and Technology, to travel with CODEL Thompson to Guantanamo Bay on June 15,2009. 

The delegation will meet with U.S. military leaders on a fact-finding mission to gather 
information about the issues surrounding Guantanamo Bay prison. As this is an issue Congress 
will be considering in the coming months, it is important that Members learn about as much as 
possible about the situation at Guantanamo Bay in order to carefully consider any policy 
implications. 

I request the expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses such 
as transportation and military escorts as may be required as authorized by 31 USC 11 08(g}. 

I would appreciate the Department of Defense, specifically the United States Army, 
furnishing such assistance as may be required. Travel will be conducted by military air. 

If you have any questions please contact Leigh An11 Brown at (202j 226--8669. Tnank you 
for your assistance with this request. 

BART GORDON 
.Chairman 

~. 
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DEMOCRATS 

IOIIILNIR, CAIJ-NIA. C­
CORIIIIIE BROWN, FlORIDA 
VIC SN'I'DEA, AIII<ANSAS 
MDIAEL H. MJCH.oWD, MAINE 
STEPHANIE ~Efl&Wlli&MIDUN, SDUTJi DAICOTA 
HMRV E. MITCIIEU.AIIIZONA 
JOHN .J. HAU,IoEW YORK 

11.6. -OUSSt- of l\tptt!mtatib~ 
DEBORAH L H!'I.VOIISON; IU.INOIS 
THOMAS S.P.I'ERAIEU.O. VIRGINIA. 

· . · cOMIVIITIEE ON VETERAN-S' AFFAIRS 
IW'IRV TEAGUE. NEW MEXICO 
CIRO D. RODRIGUEZ. TIXAS 
JOE DONNELLY. INDIANA. 
JEflRY McNEflNEY. CAUFORNIA 
ZACHARY T. SPACE, OliO . - ' 
-DTIN J. WAIZ, I.IINIIIESOTA 
JOHN H. ADISI. NEW JERSEY 
ANN KIRKPIITRICK. ARIZONA 
GLENN C. '""'· VIRGINIA 

MALCOM A. SHDIITUI 
STAfF DIIECTOII 

-Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Sec~tary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon) 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

. oNE HUNDRED ai:iiEN!fl.-co~a~ss 
335 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE BuiLDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

http:llveterans.house.gov 

June 10, 2009 

REf'IJBUCANS 

IJI'E1IE IIUYIII.IN-­
CUFF STEARNS. FLORIIlA 
JERRY MORAN,ICANSA8 
HENRY E. BROWN. JR., SOUTH CAROLINA 
JEFF MILLER, FLORIDA 
JOHN IIOOZMI.N, ARIAJISAS 
BIIIAN P. BILBIIAV, CAUFOIINIA 
DllUG LAM!IDRN. COIDRAOO 
GUS M. BIUAAICIS, fLO­
VERN BUCHMAN. FLOIIIDII 
DA.VO P. RCII;, TEIIINE&SU 

KINGSTON E. SWill 
REPUBUCAN STAff DIIEC'JOR 

AND CHIEF OOUNSEI. 

I have authorized Congressman David P. Roe to travel on official government business to 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, on June 15, departing and returning on the same day. 

Mr. Roe will be accompanying the Congressional Delegation headed by Congressman 
Mike Thompson, Chainnan of the Subcommittee on Terrorism, Human Intelligence, 
Analysis, and Counterintelligence of the Select Committee on Intelligence. The primary 
purpose of the Delegation's visit is to visit with service members stationed at 
Guantanamo Bay and view frrst-hand the conditions these service members have been 
working under. 

It would be appreciated if the Department ofDefense could furnish such assistance as 
may be required, including transportation to facilitate this trip. The expenditures of funds 
for payment of actual and necessary expenses and transpOrtation as may be required is 
authorized pursuant to title 31, U.S.C, Section 1108(g). 

Thank you for your continued support and assistance. If you have further questions, 
please contact Jian Zapata of the Committee staff at 202-225-3036. 

MS/jz 

Sincerely, 

~ 
BOBFILNER 
Chairman 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary _ , 
U.S. Deparhnent of Defense 
Washingtpn, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: ' 

June3,2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of June 2, 2009, regarding Codel Pastor to 
Seattle, Washington during the approximate period of June 5-7, 2009. In addition to those 
previously listed, please note that Mr. Marlon Reiss has been invited to travel with the 
delegation. 

'Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

" ?duiJ NAN~SI 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

1111 
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JOHN W. OLIIEII, MASSI\CHUSETTS 
EO PASTOR. ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CAROLINA 
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
LUCILLE ROYIIAl-AU.ARD, CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARR, CAUFORNIA 
JESSE L JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS 
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYD, fLORIDA 

ttousr of 'Rtpru rnmtiurs 
tttlmmittte on 5lpproprtations 
Uashingtont 'BQ: 20515-6015 

ZACH WNAP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM. IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA 
JO ANN EMERSON. MISSOURI 
KAY GRIANGER, TEXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN AENEY CUlBERSON, TEXAS 
¥ARK SlEVEN I<IRK. ILLINOIS 
ANDER CIIENSIIAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA 
JOHN R. CAR'II!R. TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
J0 BONNE!\ AlABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOIJAETTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SAN FOliO D. BISHOP, Jl!., GEORGIA 
MANON BERRY, ARKANSAS 
BARIIAAA LEE, CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF, CAUFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNfSOTA 
STEVE ISFIAEL, NE'N YORK 

CLERK AND STAFF DIREClOfl 
BEYERI. Y PHETO 

TELEPHON£: 

June 9, 2009 I211212:ZS..2771 
TIM RYAN, OHIO 
C. A. "DUTCH. fiUI'PERSBEAGER, MARYlAND 
BEN CHANDLER. KENTUCKY 
DEB81E WASSERMAN SCHUL~ FLORIDA 
ClAD AOOIUGUEZ. TEXAS 
UNCOLN DAVIS, U:NNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This letter is to authorize Congressman Robert Aderholt, member of the 
Committee on Appropriations, to travel with CO DEL Kosmas on JWle 12-13, 2008, to 
the Kennedy Space Center in Florida. The purpose of this trip is to attend the launch of 
Space Shuttle Endeavour, STS-127 and the accompanying NASA briefings. 

I request the expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary 
expenses such as transportation and military escorts as may be required as authorized by 
31 usc 11 08(g). 

I would appreciate the Department of Defense, specifically the United States Air 
Force, furnishing such assistance as may be required. Travel will be conducted by 
military air. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Chairman 

I IIIII 



DAVID R. OBEY, lMSCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P. MURTHA. PENNSYLVAMA 
NORMAN D. DICKS. WASHINGTON 
IU>N B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA 
W.ACY I<APTUR, OHIO 
PETER J, VISCLOS~V.INDIANA 
NIT A M. LOWEY, NEW YORK 
JOsa E. SIERRANO. NEW VOAK. 
ROSA L. O.LAURO. CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MORAN. VIRGINIA 

(iongrtss of tht tl.nitnt ~tatts 
JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSE'TTS 
ED PASTOII. ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PRICi, NORTH CAROUNA 
CHET EDWARDS. TEXAS 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY. RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW VOAK 
LUCilLE ROYBAL-ALLARD. CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARR, CALIFOflNlA 
.JESSE L. JACKSON. JR., ILLINOIS 
CAFIOLVN C. KILPA1RICK. MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA 
CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA 
STFiEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD D. BISHOP. JR .. GEORGIA 
MARION BER~V, ARKANSAS 
BAFI8ARA LEE. CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA. CALIFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLLUM. MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK 
nM RYAN. OHIO 
CA "DUTCH" RUPPERS8ERGER, MARYLAND 
BEN CHANOL£R, KENTUC\C.V 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHUL'Tl!. FLORIDA 
CIAO RODRIGUEZ, 1EXAS 
UNCOL.N DAVIS, TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

!\oust of 'Rtprtsmmriuts 
~mmitttt on 9ppropriation.s 
Washington, BQ: 20515-6015 

June 17, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG. FLORIDA 
HAROlD ROGERS. KENTUCKY 
fRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
ROONEY P. FRELWGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAHRT, ICANSAS 
ZACH WN<IP. TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT B. AD£RHOLT, ALABAMA 
JOANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS 
MIC>tAEL K. SIMPSON. 10'-HC 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON. TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KYIK, IWIIOIS 
A~DER CRENS>tAW. FLOIIIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG. MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEXANDER. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
JO BONNER. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAFF DIREC'IOR 
BEVERLY PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
12021 225-IDI 

Authorization is hereby given to Elizabeth Dawson, staff member of the Conunittee on 
Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period of June 27- July 3, 2009, to France 
and Belgium. The purpose of this trip is to review Department of Defense activities. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 
ll08(g). 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via 
commercial aircraft. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Chairman 



CHARLES B. RANGEL. NEW YORK, 
CHAIRMAN 

FORTNEY PETE STARK. CALIFORNIA 
SANDEll M. I.E\IW, MICHIGAN 
JIM McDEFIMOTr. WAStiNGTON 
JOHN LEWIS, GEORGIA 
AICIIARD E. NEAL, ~USETIS 
JOHNS. TANNER. TENIESSEE 
XAVIER BECERRA, CALIFORNIA 
LLOYD DOGGm, TEXAS 
EARL POMEROY. NORTH DAI(OlA 
MIKE THOMPSON. CALIFOMIA 
JOHN B. lARSON, CONNECTICUT 
EARL BLUMENAUER. OREGON 
RON KIND. WISCONSIN 
BILL PASCREU.. .11o.. NEW JERSEY 
SHEUEY BERKLEY. NEVADA 
JOSEPH CIIO'M.EY, lEW YORK 
tHRIS VAN HOLLON, MARYLAND 
KENDRICK a MEEK. FLORIDA 
ALLVSON Y. SCHWARTZ, PENNSYLVANIA 
ARTUR DAVIS, AI.ABAMA 
DANNY It DAVIS. WNOIS 
BOB ETHERIDGE. NOifTH CAROLINA 
LINDA T. sAflc:>EZ, CALIFORNIA 
BIIIAA HIGGINS, NEW VOfiK 
JOHN A. YARMUTM. KENTUCKY 

JANICE MAYO, 
CHIEF COUNSRANO STAFF DIRECTOR 

[Ongrr.ss of tht tinittd ~tatrs 
tl.cS. Jtoust of 'Rtprmmtatiurs 

COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

1102 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
(202) 225--3626 

~ashin.uton, Ba:: 205J ~6rts 
http://waysendmeans.house.gov 

June 25, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretruy: 

DAVE CAMP, MICHIGAN 
WALL V HERGEft, CALIFOIINIA 
SAM .JOHNSON. TEXAS 
KEVIN BRADY. n:xAS 
PAUL RYAN. WISCOI'ISN 
ERN; CANTOR. VIRGINIA 
JOHN UNDER, GEOIKiiA 
DEVIN NUNES, CALFORNIA 
PATRICK J. TIBI:R~ 0H0 
GINNY BROWN-WAITE, FLORIDA 
GEOFF DAVIS. <l!NTUCKY 
DAVID Q. REICHERT, WASH!Nf;;TON 
CHARLES W. BOIJSTANV, .JII., LOUIS!NtA 
DEAN HB.LER, NEVADA 
PETER J. ROSKMI, LI.IIIOIS 

JON TRAUB. 
MINORrrY STNF OOiECTOR 

This is to inform you that I will be leading a Congressional Delegation to 
Nairobit Kenya, during the approximate time period of Saturday, August 1 
through Saturday, August 8, 2009; the House is not scheduled to be in session 
during this time. 

The primary purpose of this trip is to attend the eighth annual United 
States-Sub-Saharan Africa Trade and Economic Cooperation Forum (" AGOA 
Forum,) being held in Nairobi at that time. 

It would be appreciated if the U.S. Department of Defense could furnish 
such assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate this 
trip. The expenditure of funds for the payment of the actual and necessary 

. expenses a.11d such transportation as ~y be·required is authorized by 31 
u.s.c. 1108 (g). 

CBR/gsm 



Jun-26-09 09:42pm From-HON. JIW McDERWOTT 202-225-6197 

£ongrtSS of tbt llnittb 6tattl 
8astJinaton. me 20515 

The Honorable Barack Obama 
The President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania A venue 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

June 26, 2009 

T-267 P.002/G03 F-266 

Thank you for your actions to eradicate our nation's use oftorture. We agree that the use 
oftorwre, under any circum.!itance, is simply wrong. Wi1hin hours oftakin& office, you 
began the process of restoring a standard of moral behavior on this issue. We are proud to 
have a President who works to provide for the common defense of our nation's land and 
people along with Ihe common defense of our nation's values. 

As veterans who now serve our country in the House of Representatives. we know that 
the use of torture not only degrades the values we served to protect, but tha.t it endangers 
servicemen and women on rhe front lines today. I11temationally acceptable interrogation 
standards honor our own forces by ensuring that, when they are asked to fight for justice 
and the rule of law, they will not be asked to abrogate the rule of law or besmil'ch their 
own sense of justice. 

Recalling the controversy surrounding enhanced interrogation techniques and the legal 
justifications for torture offered by the Bush Administration, we request clarification on a 
few i$Sues thal have been raised about your Executive Order 13491, Ensuring-Lawful 
lnlerroga~fon.s. 

First, the Order does not define armed con11ict. Since this is a central concept to the 
0Ider, given that all interrogations rnm;l comply wilh Army Field Manual 2·22.3 
(Manual) if an individual is under our nation ·s control due to armed conflict, how do you 
define armed conflict? 

Second, iTt there individuals currently under the control of the United States on whom 
your Administration does not confer the protections ofthe Manual's interrogation 
standards? 

Third, if there are individuals under the control ofthe United States who are not afforded 
the protections of the Manual. do those individuals- regardless of how the United States 

THIS STA1lDI\IE!lY PRINT~O ON Ml'llll MADS or A~CYCL.Eil ABEFIS 
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classifies them- receive the benetit of the Detainee Treatment Act (the McCain 
Amendment), specifically protection from "cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or 
punishment? .. 

Fourth, to what. if any, criminal sanctions would an agent of the United States 
!IOVemmont be subject for breaking the provisions of the Detainee Treatment Ac't? 

Fifth, the current Manual provides reasonable examples of prohibited actions, e.g., 
waterboarding, electric shocks, and deprivation of food. What prevents the U.S. Anny 
from changing the Manual ~ altering the defined prohibited activities? 

Again, we sincerely appreciate your efforts on this vi'tal matter atld would welcome 
clarification of these issues. Your Order takes the United States in the right direction by 
providing protection from torture; however, we feel that positive law both to prohibit 
torture or cruel, inhuman, and degrading u·eatment by our agents and to define a baseline 
ofwhar constitutes this type of treatment is essential to our democracy. We ask for yo\\r 
suppon in this endeavor. 

We look forward to working with you to help otu- nation restore its standing as a fair and 
humane world power. 

~ 1Jt'4- F: 
McDermott M:: of Congress . 

Sincerely, 

·p~ 
Member of Congress 

ftlr~ 
&..-~ff~ 
Edward Ma:rke f 
Member of Congr~ 

Member of Congress 

CC: Robert Gates. Secretary of Defense 
Eric Holder, Attorney Oeneral of the United States 
Dennis Blair, Director of NationallntelligeJlc~ 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
~~mofDefen~ 

HENRY CUELLAR 
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

SENIOR WHIP 
JUDe 22, 2009 

1155 Defense Pentagon, Rm. 30921 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

<Xlti:SDVA~.amT. 
JIND.O'T, ANOilaAIIOI 

SI'IDAL lY c.:lfS. as.&AI.IlEVli.OI'MDrl', 
AND fiC8IIOtl AORJCIJI.n..lii'IOOMMS 

WASMHlllltllli'ICI 
n.CAMOII«lUSEOifta! IRAUlOIO 

WASHDIGTCtl. IX: liDSJS 
I'HQIE-QillJ~IHI 

J\\X,Cllll)=l611 

I understand that my Legislative fellow, (b)(S) has applied for the position of Deputy 
A'sistant Secretary of Defense-Crisis Management and Defense Support to Civil Authorities. As Chair of 
the Subcommittee on Emergency Communications, Preparedness, and Response of the House Homeland 
Security Committee, I would like ask for your support and offer my strong endorsement of 6 or the 
position of Deputy Assistant Secretary of Def~ Crisis Management and Defense Support to Civil 
Authorities 

(b)(&) bas spent the last 28 years serving his country and specifically the last 8 years working at the 
forefront of Homeland Defense/Security and Emergency Preparedness and Response issues. He bas been 
involved at the beginning of every major issue facing our post 9/11 environment. He was decorated for 
his actions on 9111 , he managed the Defense Departments efforts to secw-e our airports and borders as the 
TSA and newly reorganized CBP and ICE organizations were stood up and he authored the fu:st ever 
Defense Intelligence Strategy, a seminal document designed to provide guidance and clarity to our 
Defense Intelligence organizations. 

Continuing to serve as a Volunteer Advanced Life Support provider in Fairfax County, Va. (b)(S) 

is well versed in both emergency preparedness and response as well as having a through understanding of 
the intricate relationship between the Executive and Legislative branches. Combining this experience with 
his defense expertise, he wouJd provide the Defense Department with political expertise and an 
understanding and ability to talk the language of the local officials that the Civil Support mission requires. 

Please consider this as my strong endorsement o (b)(&) a leading candidate for Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of Defense.. Crisis Management and Defense Support to Civil Authorities. 

If selected, he will be a credit to the Administration and the Department 

~Ni\HT'OWIO 
6U WI' HOUmltl SlliiET 

SJJm.Sl 
SAM AHTtlNIO. TX JROJ 

PHC)NI,IIJOI2714111 
F~ IIIOU71-M71 

Sincerely, 

/l_~ 
Tf1ilgressnn 

28111 District of Texas 
SrouiN 
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fttOIII!,C"'I leT~ 
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JOE SESTAK 
71H DISTRICT,Ii'eNNSVt.VANIA 

Mr. Eric Fanning 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
(202) 225-2011 
June4, 2009 

Department of Defense Legislative Liaison 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1300 

COMMmEES· 

ARMED SERVICES 

AIR AND lAND FoRCES 

0v£ASIGH? AND lflvtSnGATIONS 

SEAPOWeR AND EXPEDITIONARY foRcES 

EDUCATION AND LABOR 

EAALV CHilDkOOO, ELEMENTARY ANC 
SEcoi<DARY EDUCATION 

HEA&.n<, EMF'LOVMENT, I.AeOA 
At.IDPlNSIONS 

SMALL BUSINESS 
VICE CHAIRMAN 

FINANe£ ANO TAX 

CoNTMCIING AND TEO<NOI.OGY 

REGULATION, HEALTH CARE AND TRADE 

RE: Letter of Recommendation, Rear Admiral Richard A. Buchanan, US Navy (Ret) 

Dear Mr. Fanning. 

It is my distinct pleasure to most strongly recommend Rear Admiral Richard A. Buchanan, US 
Navy (Ret) for a non-career position in the Obama-Biden Administration. His Presidential 
Appointment Application has been submitted, and I am most pleased to be able to provide a 
detailed letter~ a listed reference in his application. 

Admiral Buchanan has an extensive and distinguished career in the military service and in the 
private sector. He has proven his outstanding leadership, tremendous business acumen and 
creative strategic mind in a number of challenging and responsible positions as outlined on his 
attached resume. 

Specifically, I want to bring to your attention that his extraordinarily diverse militarY experience 
as Commanding Officer ofUSS Parche SSN 683, as Commander Submarine Group Two and as 
the Director of Operations and Logistics at United States Strategic Command makes him 
particularly suited for Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Installations and Environment, for 
Under Secretary of Energy in the Department of Energy and as the Principal Deputy Director for 
the Director of National Intelligence. 

As the President and Chief Executive Officer ofthe United States Navy Memorial Foundation, 
he has a true appreciation for and is especially well informed about per!onnel issues that affect 
the Defense Departm.ent and the Department ofV eterans Affairs. His extensive experience and 
enthusiasm for the importance of high quality men and women to serve in our military today and 
for those individuals to be supported, as veterans, after their service is complete is remarkable. 
His background in these areas of interest supports his nomination as Under Secretary of Defense 
for Personnel and Readiness or Under Secretary of Veterans Affairs for Benefits. 

It has been my pleasure to know of Admiral Buchanan's outstanding leadership skills, personal 
ambition and charismatic leadership personally and by reputation throughout his active duty 
military career and in his private sector career with EDS supporting Navy Marine Corps Intranet; · 
at Raytheon where his responsibilities for Navy programs gave him great insight into contracting 
and program management as wel1 as the financial responsibilities in the for-profit business 
world; and at the Navy Memorial Foundation where his creative and strategic vision inspired 

600 NORTH Jl\cl<soN STREET, SuiTE 203 
M~.,.._ PA 19063 
111101892-8623 

\022lONGWORTH Hoose O..ICE BuiLDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

12021226-2011 



significant improvements in the recognition for the men and women who serve in the Navy and 
the Sea Services. 

I can unequivocally support Admiral Buchanan as a candidate for any of the Obama- Biden 
Administration positions identified in the enclosed list. Thank you for considering this 
outstanding candidate for service in our government. 

) Warmly, 

J~~ 

Enclosures: 
• Potential Presidential Appointments 
• Resume for Rear Admiral Buchanan 
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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

Tho Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
Department of Defense 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Room3D844 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

(202.) 225-2011 

June 30, 2009 

AIR AND LAND Foot:Os 

EDUCATION AND LABOR 
EA>ILY CHILD.CGD, Eu!MENTAlV ANI) 

SEOONDAOII" EouCAl1001 

HE,.LT", EMI'LO'I'NIUtr,I.A8oo 
AND PENSI00/8 

SMAL~ BUSINESS 
VICECHiloiRMAN 

F~IANDTAX 

CoNlMCJING NfO TlioiNQUKJ.Y 

fi&GULA11DN, IIEALI>I CAAf:-,-_ 

In the FY 2009 Defense Appropriation Bill (the Consolidated Security, Disaster 
Assistance, and Continuing Appropriations Act) was a $1.2 million dollar appropriation for a 
project requested through my office. That project, which was brought to my attention by Data 
View, fnc., a small business in my District, was for a key component ofthe Pentagon's 
Advanced Emergency Response Integrated Enviromnent (AERIE}, the use of uncomplicated 
visualizations that rapidly convey complex incident or event situation information to incident 
command and. agency leadership. Today I was informed that these funds may not be used for 
this purpose, but rather to fund the development and implementation of a notification system. 
This is unacceptable, and I request your assi.stance in either clarifying the situation or rectifying 
it. 

During a process to oversee the expenditure of appropriated funds which I requested, my. 
staff called the Pentagon Force Protection Agency (PFP A) and was informed that they would be· 
provided a status update. This morning the Executive Director for Data View, Inc. contacted my 
office to say he has been notified by the PFPA that his project was not going to ·be funded this 
year, despite the appropriation.· Rather, funding for the project would be revisited in FY2010. I 
have asked Data View, Inc. to put together a more detailed chronology of its contacts with 
PFP A, which is enclosed. 

. . 

Data View, Inc. is a small company with limited contract work. They will be unable to 
maintain their staff through to FY20 1 0 on the potential for funding in that fiscal year. They have 
also informed me that if the project could at least be partially funded in FY09 and then further 
funded in.FYlO, that would allow them to maintain their staffing and intellectua1 resource levels. 

As a fonner Three Star Admiral with thirty-one years experience in the Navy, having 
worked both in the White House and the Pentagon, I am fully aware of the financial constraints 
faced by agencies such as PFP A. But I am also aware of the difficulties faced by small 
businesses attempting to provide contract work within the Defense Department. (The 
chronology highlights the false starts and changes of direction just on this project.) 
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Tho Honorable Robert Gates 
June 30, 2009 

04:21:18 p.m. 06-30-2009 

I requested these appropriated funds for a project that would provide needed added 
security to the Pentagon and could be done by an innovative and hardworking small business. 
The concept of dynamic visualization in this project has significant potential in improving 
communications and coordination of inter-agency and inter-jurisdiCtional issues. And I believe. 
that PFPA, and in particular the Integrated Emergency Operations Center, is an ideal candidate to 

·be a showcas~ for this type of collaborative tool with its mission to rapidly comprehend 
situational awareness and communicate actionable information in context. 

Mr. Secretary, I request that the $1.2 million dollars, or at least a significant portion of 
that funding appropriated in the FY09 Defense budget be used, as intended, to implement a 
system that utilizes uncomplicated visualizations that rapidly convey complex incident or event 
situation information to incident command and agency leadership as a key component of the 
·Pentagon's Advanced Emergency Response Integrated Environment (AERIE). 

I look forward to your assistance in this matter. I can be reached through my Chief of 
Staff, Bibiana Boerio~ at 202-225-2011. 

Thank you for yoUI service to our Nation. 

Sincerely, 

oe Sestak 
Member of Congress 

Cc: Paul Juola, Subcommittee Clerk, House Defense Appropriation Subcommittee 
Mr. Stephen Calvery, Director of Pentagon Force Protection Agency 
Mr. Mark Wallace, Director of the Pentagon Integrated Emergency Operations Center 

Enclosure 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 2030 l-1 000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

~oust of 'Rtprrsrntatiocs 
trommittct on 2lpproprtations 
fllashington, 'Blt 20515-60l5 

June 29, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS. CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG. FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY 
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GroAGIA 
RODNEY P. FAELINGHUVSEN, NI<W JERS~;V 
TODDTIAMRT, KANSAS 
ZACH W/WP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, AA1'SAMA 
JO ANN E:ME:RSON, MISSOURI 
KAV GRANGER. TEXAS 
MICHAEL IC. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEV CULBERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINOIS 
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J0 BONNER, ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE, OI<LAHO.._. 

CLERKANOSTAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
(2021225-2»1 

. Thank you for your letter of June 22, 2009, regarding the Presidential Helicopter 
Replacement Program. 

While I appreciate your concerns about controlling the costs of this program, I am deeply 
concerned about the lack of value that the nation has to show for the substantial investment made 
to date. It is the Congress, and the Appropriations Committee in particular, that will end up 
carrying the burden of accommodating the changes in judgment and past missteps associated 
with this program. 

I understand that from the period December 2003 through the present the Department of 
Defense has spent $3.2 billion on this program and has acquired a total of 9 aircraft 5 of which 
could be put to operational use. 

I finnly believe that we must be able to demonstrate some value from the investment 
made in this program. Therefore I strongly encourage you to make use of those VH-71 
helicopters that could be placed into operational service as soon as possible. 

I look forward to your reply. 

~\,ip ~~­
~~ 
Defense Subcommittee 
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The HonorabJe Robert Gates 
Secretary 
Department of Defense 
1 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. DC 20301 

Dear Secretary: 
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On June 30. 2009, Seaman Atrgust Provost was found dead in 1 Camp Pendleton guard 
shack. Tite press is reporting tlllt the body was b1.011ed. The de :~th of Mr. Provost is suspected 
as a homicide and possible hnre crime. I am writing to 'IU'ge yo l to begin a full and detailed 
investigation on the death of ~lr. Provost. 

Mr: Provost made the settles~ :md courageous decision to serv~.~ his: country, and regardless of 
his sexual orientation, he sh01l:.d be treated with honor and rCS] ect 

I trust anr:l hope the military wilJ investigate this homicide and possible hate crime in a 
professional manner. I am rec.l:.esting full disclosure in this mater. 

I loolc forward to your timely r:sponse .. lf you have any questi1 DS1 please do not hesitate to 
contact me at 619-422·5963.· 

BF/wl 
2515414 



CHARLES B. RANGEL. NEW YORK, 
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RON ICIND, WISCONSIN 
BIU. PASCRELL JR., NEW JERSEY 
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COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

11 02 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

(202) 225-3625 

iiDashington, BQ: 20515-0;ts 
http://waysandmea ns.house.gov 

June 26, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
.Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

OAI't: CAMP. NIICHtGAN 
WALLY IEI!GER,CALIFORIIIA 
SAM JOiiNSON. TEXAS 
K£liiN BRADY, TEXAS 
PIWL RYAN. WISCONSIN 
ERIC CANTOR. IIIRGINIA 
JOHN UNDER, GEORGIA 
DEVIN NUNES. CALFORNIA 
PATRICKJ. nBERLOHIO 
GINNY BIIOWfi.WAITE, FLORIDA 
GEOFF C>AVIS, KENl\JCKY 
C>A~Il G. REICHERT, WASHINGTON 
CHARLES W, BOUSTANY, JR. LOUISIANA 
DEAN HELLER. NEVAC>A 
PETeR J, ROSKAM, ILLINOIS 

JON TRAUB, 
MINOII/7Y STAFF lllli!lCTOR 

This letter is to authorize Congressman Charles Boustany, Jr. (R-MD) to 
participate on the CODEL being led by Rep. Nick Rahall (D-WV) to Lebanon, 
Cyprus, and Egypt, with a short stop to refuel in either Ireland or Gennany. 
This travel will take place during the period of Saturday, June 27 through 
Wednesday, July 1, 2009; the House is not scheduled to be in session during 
this time. 

The purpose of the trip is to meet with government and non-government 
officials to discuss economic security, trade, and energy concerns of these 
countries, as well as meet with the newly elected leadership for the Lebanese 
government. 

It would be appreciated if the U$. Department of Defense could furnish 
such assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate this 
trip. The eJ~:penditure of funds for the payment of the actual and necessary 
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized by 
31 u.s.c. 1108 (g). . 

CBR/jg 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates · 
Secretary 
U.S. Deparbnent ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

June 24, 2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of June 19, 2009 regarding Rep. Alcee 
Hastings and Codel June 26 -July 3, 2009. In addition to the previously mentioned 
travelers, please note that the Honorable Madeleine Z. Bordallo (D-GU) is authorized to 
travel. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

()~~ 
NANCY PELOSI 
Speaker of the House 

ce: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

). .... ' . 

. :' . ·:· 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
.I 000 Defense Pen~gon 
·Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

COMMITIEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 
335 CANNON HoUSE OFFICE BUILDING . 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

http://veterans.housa.gov 

June 22, 2009 

CUff' 6TEA-. FI.OIIItloiL 
JERRY MOIWI.KAAISAII 
HEI'IIIYE.IIIIOWN,.III. SOUTI'ICAAOIJNA 
JEFF MILLER. FLO-
JOHN BOOZNAN. ARIW«WW 
SR1AN P.IIIUIMV.CALIFORNIA 
DOUG LAMIOIIN. COI.QIIADO 
GUS M.IIURAICIS. FI.OIIIDA 
VERN III.ICHANAN. FlORIIlA 
DAVID P. ROE. TENNESSEE 

.KING5Tt!N E. SIMT1i 
REPUBUCAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

AND CHIEF COUNSEL 

I authorize Congressman Joe Donnelly to travel on official government business to Iraq, 
Kuwait, Bahrain, Afghanistan, and Gennany during the period of June 26-July 3, 2009. 

Mr. Donnelly will be accompanying the Congressional Delegation headed by 
Congressman Brad Ellsworth, member of the House Committee on Armed Services. The 
primary purpose of the Delegation's visit is to meet with our troops and future veterans 
on the ground to better gauge troop morale, listen to their concerns, and fonnulate ideas 
and remedies to the problems they are facing once they leave military service. 

The actual cost of lodging is authorized in the countries to be visited. It would be 
appreciated if the Department of Defense could furnish such assistance as may be 
required, including transportation to facilitate this trip. The expenditures of funds for 
payment of actual and necessary expenses and transporta~ion as may be required is 
authorized pursuant to title 31, U .S.C, Sectiop 11 Oi(g). 

-' 
Thank you for your continued support and assistance. If you have further questions, 
please contact Bernie Dotson of the Committee staff at 202-226-3653. 

Chairman 

MS/jz 

t 
--'--· 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
· Secretary 

U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mt. Secretary: 

June 23,2009 

This is in further referenc~ to my letter of June 18, 2009, regarding Codel Neal 
June 26- July 5, 2009. Please note that the following people have been invited to travel 
with the delegation in country: Jami Papa; Sighle Doherty, Gn\inne Ni Neill, and Orla 
O'Hanrahan. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

n: C(~ 
NANCYPlsl 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



Grnngress of t]Je llnitt~ §>tales 
muslfington, llQt ~0515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary, Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

June 25th, 2009 

We are writing to request a briefmg with reference to the Department ofDefense School of 
Nursing. The DoD School ofNursing provision was passed by the House of Representatives as part of 
HR 2647, the National Defense Authorization Act for 2010. It directs the Department to establish a DoD 
School of Nursing that will graduate not less than 100 nurses per year with a Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing degree by 2015. 

The purpose of this briefing will be to brief Representatives Rodriguez; Smith, Gonzalez, and 
Cuellar of the San Antonio delegation, and our staffs, on the Department's efforts and plans to establish a 
DoD School of Nursing per PL 110-181, the National Defense Authorization Act for 2008, Section 955, 
and discuss initial thoughts on appropriate locations for such a school. 

. . ., . 

Specifically, we would like to discuss preliminary bas~g optio~ and the viability of Fort Sam 
Houston, Lack1and AFB, or other area assets as homes for the DoD School of Nursing, including the 
potential for partnerships with the Department of Veterans Affairs and locations of poly-trauma centers to 
aid in the education and training of nurse candidates. 

Thank you for your consideration of our request. We look fotward to hearing from you promptly 
on a possible meeting date. Please feel free to contact us directly or Representative Rodriguez's Military 
Legislative Assistant, Norm Cannon, with any concerns or questions at (202) 225-4511 or 
Nonn.Cannon@roail.houss;.gov. 

,/) . 
--~erely, \ ~;\) ./ __ 

l_ .-;t~.J) -L)Lcc~:~ 
Crro D. Rodriguez . _ _.. . / 

Z2~~ .. 
·,, .~ 

Charles A. Gonzalez 
Member of Congress 

1 ••• 

:Member of Congress 
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Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1080 DefeDSe Pentagon 
Washingtoa, DC 20301-1000 
VIA FAX: 703.571.8951 

. REFERENCE: NAVY SEAMAN AUGUST PROVOST Ill 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

~OOZ/002 

CCtoMITE&S< 
JUDICIARY 
IIIIIIXINMiniEI 

COUIIfS, 'lttl ~. -llnlu.ICI'UoL P!IDMmY 
~ CltarlsHIP, RINUft. ao-11 

SGuRII\', MD llmiRIIITIONM- UW 

CRall, 1'IMclRIBM- Holllt..aND SliCURm' 

HOMELAND SECURITY 
SUICINIII1E1!8> 

C1WII 
~Sialm-~ 

PIOIIO'hllll 
floRDM.II.oWIIIK NIP Gl.oM. CouN'riiiiiiWIIUIIol 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
.-nUll: 

~-a-~ 

M-.I~AsiA 

PEMOC~-CAUCUS . -CONGFIE&SIC:IML BLACK CAUCUS 
c:... 

CONSAESSIONM. CI;ILDAEN'S CAUCUS 

I am re4JuestJng a Congressioual Inquiry iD.to possible aUegations 
surroundiag the murder of Seaman Provost who was found dead Tuesday, Jue 30, 
2009 at Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, north ef San Diego that require the 
full attention of the Armed Serviees Committee. Seaman Provost was a resident of 
the TX 18th Congressional Distriet and a constituent of mine. 

Oa belaalf of the constituents of the Eighteenth Coacressional Distriet of 
Texas, I met with tlae family of Twenty-nine year-old Bo111ton native Navy Seaman 
Aupst Provost ID last Friday evening. The family was told that SeaiUD Provost 
wu shot three times, laad his haads' and feet bound, his moatla gagged, and his body 
may have been bul'lled. I have committed tG the family tllat a fuU iovestlption IDto 
the murder of Seamaa Provost wiU take plaee. 

We have the greatest respeet of the U.S. Mrutary. It il the baekboae of oar 
Demo~racy. However, those who ser¥e in the U.S. ·MJncary should be able to serve 
without eoneern ofvioleoee between military peneuueL I look forward to a positive 
response se that I ~•11 report baek to tile family. 

Very Truly Yours, 

t::jjS:'>}·t- ~ -
Sheila Jacksoa Lee 

Member ofCoagress 



RUSH HOLT 
Twelfth District, New Jersey 

1214 Longwvrth Building 
Washington. D.C. 20515 

202-225-5801 
fax 202-225-6025 

50 Wa•hington Road 
West Windsor, NJ 0!1550 

609-75~9365 
ot:nngress nf ti,e llluiteb §httts 

Fax 609-750-0618 

httpJ/bolthouse.gov 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

July 2, 2009 

Choir 
SelectlnteUigence 0\-en;ighl Panel 

Committee on Appropriations 

Committee on Education 
and Labor 

Permanent Select Committee 
on Intelligence 

'Committee on Natural Resources 

This is to inform you that the delegation I was going to lead to Macedonia, Kosovo, and 
Bosnia and Herzegovina during the time period of May 25-June 2, 2009 was cancelled. 

Thank you very much for your time and assistance with this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~M 
RUSH HOLT 
Member of Congress 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 

.. ,· ... . :. 

. . ·. ·~·. 
. ' .. -._ .... 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
SecretaJy of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Wasbiqton. D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

July 10, 2009 

No. 2701 P. 2 

We are requesting a·bricfing on the draft Request for Proposal (RPP) for the KC· 
X acquisition, prior to its release to indusby. 

As members of the United States House ofRepresefttatives, we are most 
interested in undetsumdins the intended evaluation and criteria from the previous source 
selection and the rationale for those changes. In addition. we wmt to. understand the 
steps 1he Department has taken to address the areas of coneem indentified by the Juno 18, 
2008, General Accountability Office KC-X lUling. 

A!J you may recall, during your testimony before the U.S. Senate Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Defense on June s. 2009, you stated that you would ':'share the draft 
RFP here in Congress as bema a transparent process.', . 

Mr. Sccreblly, we apprcoiate your stated commitment to move forward quiekly in 
an open and transparent mmmcr with this acquisition effort and look fDrward to your 
IeSpODSe to this request. To schedule this briefing, please contact Jon Hand with 
Congressman Jo Bonner at (202) 225-4931. 

1~~ 
IoBonner 

United States Representative 
F'U8t District- Alabama 

PIIIN1'£0 CN IIIICYCLI!D PAPIR 
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United States Kepresellltat1VC 
Third District -Alabama 

United States KeP:rese~~ttatt've 
Fifth District- Alabama 

Art'ur Davis 
United States Representative 
Seventh District,;,. Alabama 

No. 2701 P. 3 

~b~ 
Robert Aderholt 

United States Rcpmentative 
Fourth District- Alabama 

-
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William J. Lynn 
Deputy Secretary 
Public Affairs 
U.S. Department of Defense 
140() Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Deat Mr. Lynn: 

«::ongress of tbt 11niteb ~tate~ 
.,ouit of 1Upr~entatibt5 

111aJ1J(ngton, DC 20515 

July 7, 2009 

Ill 002 
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I write to personally invite you to join me and top government officials for a summit of moderate 
American Muslim leaders on July 20, 2009. The meeting will take place from 3:00-S:OO pm in the 
Congressional Room North, located in the US Capitol Visitors Center. You are also welcome to stay for 
a setond session when these leaders meet with Members of Congress. 

Over the past several years, many Members of Congress have bad great concerns about the groups with 
whith government agencies mee;t and use for outreach to the American Muslim community. This 
meeting seeks to link government officials with often-overlooked, moderate Muslim leaders. 

During the meeting, moderate Muslim leaders I have invited will talk about their organizations and their 
programs. fn addition, they will discuss issues important to the Muslim community here in America and 
analyze several international issues. Y <>u will be able to ask them questions about their work aRd obtain 
their opinions about issues of interest to you and your office. J have personally mel with these leaders and 
worked with their groups on many projects; I am confident you will find this time with them very 
valuable. 

If for some reason you ~not attend, I ask that you please send a representative from your office. 
However, it is my hope that you can attend this very important summit on July 20. 

For more information, please contact my staffer, Andy Polk, at Andy.Polk@mail.house.gov or 202-22S-
197(i. Please RSVP to him by July 16,2009. 

Sincere! , 

kMyrick 
Member of Congress 

PIWNTODON RECI'CI.EDMPIR 
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SAM FARII. CALifORNIA 
JESSE L JACKSON. JR.IWNOIS 
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYD. FLORIDA 
CHAKA FATIAH. PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD D. BISHOP. JR., GEORGIA 
MARION I!ERAV, ARKANSAS 
IIA.RBARALEE, CALIFORNIA 
AllAM SCHIFF, CAUFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA 
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STEVE ~AEL, NEW VORK 
TIM RYAN. OHIO 
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CIAO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ilouse of 1Rrprr.smtatior.s 
~mmittec on appropriations 
Washington, f)(! 20515-6015 

July 6, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG, ROHIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS, KENlUCI<Y 
FRANK A. WOLF, IMGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
ROONEY P. FREUNGHUVSEN, NEW JERSEY 
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ZilCH WAr.w, TE.,NE5SiE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
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JOANN EM EliSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS 
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JOHIII ABNEY CULBERSON. TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIRK. ILUIIIOIS 
.....OER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHilERG, MONTANA 
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TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

CLERK .AND STAFF DIRECTOR 

BEVERLY PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
ll02!2ZW771 

This letter is to authorize Congresswoman Kay Granger, member of the 
Committee on Appropriations, to travel on July 10-11,2009, to Marinette, Wisconsin and 
return to Ft. Worth, Texas .... Th~pmpose of .this trip is to attend a.keellaying for the new 
USS Fort Worth at the Marinette Marine Shipyard. 

I request the expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary 
expenses such as transportation and military escorts as may be required as authorized by 
31 USC 11 OS(g). 

I would appreciate the Department of Defense, specifically the United States Air 
Force, furnishing such assistance as may be required. Travel will be conducted by 
military air. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~(!.:;-~:;{ 



DEMOCRATS 

- I'IUI&II. CALIFORNIA. CIIAIRIIAN 
CORRINE BROWN, FLORIDA 
VIC SNYDER, ARKANSAS 
MICHAEL H. MICHAUD, MAINE 
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GLENN C. NYE, VIRGINIA. 

MALCOM A. SHOf!TER 
STAFF DIReCTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
l 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 
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COMMITIEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

335 CANNON HoUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20615 

http://veterans.house.gov 
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JERRY MO~. KANSAS 
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JEFF MILLER. R.ORIDA 
JOHN BOOZW.N. ARKANSAS 
BRIAN P. BILBRAY, CAUFOIINIA 
DOUG LAMBORN. COlORADO 
GUS M. BlURAKIS. FLORDA 
VERN BVCIIANAN, FLORIDA 
DAVID P. ROE. TENIIIESSEE . 

~INGSTON E. SMITH 
REPUBUCAN STAff DIIIECTOA 

AND CHEF COUNSEL 

. As part of the House Committee on Veterans' Affairs responsibilities, I authorize Cathleen 
Wiblemo, Director of the Subcommittee on Health, and Martin Herbert, Director of the 
Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations, to travel on official government business to 
Chicago, IL and Hines, IL during the period of August ll-13, 2009. In addition, Sidath 
Panangala, Analyst on Veterans Policy with the Congressional Research Service will accompany 
Ms. Wiblemo and Mr. Herbert as a detailee. 

The primary purpose of their visit is to gain further infonnation and monitor the progress made 
by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs and the U.S. Navy in partnering to implement a 
jointly administered medical facility in North Chicago, IL. In conduct of this effort, they will 
visit the North Chicago VA Medical Center and the Great Lakes Naval Health Clinic. 
Additionally, they will visit the Hines VA Medical Center in Hines, IL and the Jesse Brown VA 
Medical Center in Chicago. IL to gain a greater understanding of the work being done at these 
facilities. 

The actual cost of lodging is authorized in Illinois. It would be appreciated if the Department of 
Defense could furnish such assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate 
this trip. The ~xpend.itures of funds for payment of actual and necessary expenses and 
transportation as may be required is authorized pursuant to title 31, U.S.C. Section11108(g). . . 
Thank you for your continued support and assistance. If you have further questions, please 
contact Jeff Burdette of the Committee staff at (202) 225-9154. 

CW/jb 

Sincerely, 

~ 
BOBFILNER 
Chainnan 
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The Honor.able Robert M. Gates . . . . . . 

Secretary of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

June 26, 2009 

I am contacting you to request that you review the Department of Defense's continued 
application of congressionally authorized exceptions to the Berry Amendment relating to the 
procurement of para-aramid fibers and yams, as well the procurement of fire-resistant rayon 
fiber, from foreign sources. The materials are used in the manufacture of body armor and fire­
resistant uniforms, respectively. 

As you know, the Berry Amendment requires the Department of Defense (DOD) to give 
preference in procurements to domestically produced, manufactured, or home-grown products -
notably food, clothing, fabrics, and specialty metals. Exceptions to this amendment allowing 
DOD purchaSes of para-aramid fibers and yarns, as well the procurement of fire-resistant rayon 
fiber, from foreign sources may no longer warranted owing to the availability of suitable 
materials in today's U.S. marketplace. The recent use of these exceptions is having an adverse 
impact on U.S. manufacturers and has undercut our policy of maintaining a strong and viable 
defense industrial base. 

In 1998, partially due to limited domestic competition and a reliance on sole-source contracts, a 
statutory exception was created to the Berry Amendment to allow for purchases of para-aramid 
fibers and yarns from foreign sources. The statutory exception is only applicable when the 
Department makes a detennination that procurement of para-aramid fibers and yams from 
domestic sources will result in sole-source contracts or subcontracts. As a result of the 
exemption, the Department's purchases of para-aramid fibers and yarns have become 
increasingly dependent on foreign suppliers over the last decade. The marketplace has changed 
significantly in the last decade, however. and a variety of suitable materials now exist 
domestically. 

Similarly, in 2008 a statutory exception was created for fire-resistant rayon fiber for the 
production of uniforms. 1bis exception allowed the Department to procure fire- resistant rayon 
fiber for uniforms from foreign suppliers if a determination was made that either fu:e-resistant 
rayqn fiber was not available domestically, or procuring such fiber domestically would result in 
sol~-source contracts. · · 
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In the short period during which this provision has been in effect, foreign suppliers have 
dramatically increased their market share. Currently, 90 percent of the fielded Flame Resistant 
Army Combat Uniforms are constructed of imported fiber. While environmental and other 
concerns have caused domestic sources to forego production of fire-resistant rayon fiber for 
unifonns, there are a variety of other fire-resistant fibers in today's domestic marketplace-some 
of which have out-performed rayon in evaluations for Army uniforms. As a result, the ''rayonM 
exception is not relevant and should not apply to future procurements. 

Congress has given the Secretary of Defense discretion to determine whether either exception 
should be used. However, current law mandates an annual review by the Secretary of Defense. I 
look forward to working with you to advance a more balanced policy that both promotes 
competition and preserves our ability to maintain and grow our domestic defense capabilities. 
Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Bill Shuster 
Member of Congress 
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July 14,2009 

The Honorable Ashton Carter 
Under Secretary ofDefense for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics 
Department of Defense 
Pentagon, Room 3 E673 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Carter: 
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It has come to my attention that the United States Air Force and United States Navy are 
currently negotiating a Memorandum of Agreement to proceed to Phase 2 of a 
demonstration program called Imminent Fury. While I am an advocate for the 
development of an irregular warfare capability, I am deeply concerned that this program 
will ignore domestic manufacturers in favor of foreign competitors. 

Originally a Navy demonstration program under the direction of Secretary Donald 
Winters, Imminent Fury was designed to provide information on the benefits of a light 
attack aircraft to the warfighter. An Embraer Super Tucano aircraft was leased by the 
Navy for this program. Throughout Phase I of the demonstration program, the Navy 
insisted that is agnostic with regards to the specific aircraft used. Given that a similar 
domestic aircraft was still under development, the Navy made the argument that the lease 
of a foreign aircraft was required for Phase 1. 

As the Navy now along with the Air Force move forward with Phase 2, it is my 
understanding that the domestic Hawker-Beechcraft AT -68, will be available for testing 
and evaluation. (The AT-68 is a derivative of the T-6, which is the widely-used joint 
primary training plattonn for the United States military.) Throughout the concept 
development and demonstration phase, acquisition best practices necessitate the 
evaluation of altematives, especially within the domestic market. Furthermore, the Air 
National Guard (ANG) will be conducting similar evaluation activities using a Hawker­
Beechcraft AT -6B, an option clearly available to the Navy and Air Force. 

The United States Government has invested $8.4 million into the Air National Guard 
evaluation of the AT -6B and will likely invest additional resources in FY20 10. For the 
Department to ignore this investment and continue testing a foreign aircraft is the wrong 



approach, especially when the T -6 has served as the joint primary traming platform for 
the DOD for the past eight years. 

In addition, Brazil, the home of Embraer, is not an exempt country under DF ARS 
225.872-1. As you know, this means that the Department of Defense is required to 
evaluate the availability of domestic products prior to contract award to a company from 
a non-qualifying country. 

Based on all this information, I strongly recommend that the Department examine the 
ANG demonstration program and develop a strategy for Imminent Fury that utilizes 
domestic aircraft. To continue to lease the Embraer, when a similar domestic product is 
reasonably available, is inappropriate. 

I look forward to working with you on this issue. 

cc: 

The Honorable Ray Mabus 
Secretary of theN avy 

Sincerely, 

Todd Tiahrt 
Member of Congress 

The Honorable Michael Donley 
Secretary of the Air Force 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
S~ of Defense 
1000 Defense The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Sccretary: 

July 15, 2009 

I am writing to ask you to immediately begin a thOl'Ough review of the Commander•s Emergency 
Response Program (CERP) and to provide a complete list of aU proposals pending as of July 20 for 
CBRP projects in excess of$1,000,000. For years, this Committee has questioned the use and 
management of CERP fimds, totaling more than Sl 0 billion since 2004. I understand the value of this 
program for our combatant commande.rs. However, the Army and U.S. Central Command 
(CENTCOM) ha.ve failed to justify ever-growing CBRP requests or to execute proper management or 
oversight of these funds, most ofwhich ue today being spent on the kind of:infrastnlcture and 
development projects more appropriately executed and administered by the U.S. Agency for 
lntel'mllional Devclopmeut. A fundamental review ofC£RP, its pUipOse. use and scope, is overdue. 

R.ecen.t press reports and information from officiah in-theater indicate intense pressure on 
Provinoial Reconstruction Teams and combatant commanders to ""rush to spend'• hundreds ofmilliOJJ$ of 
dollars in CERP funds remaining for fiscal year 2009. Propo$als for multi-million projects are being 
thrown together with less thought given to the Uliency or usefulness of the project than to a desire to 
ellSUle all funds are spent This practice could conflict 'With section 8004 of 'the fiscal year 2009 Defense 
Appropriations AC\ which prohibits more than 20 percent of the appro.Fiations in that Act limited for 
obligation in the current fiscal year from being obligated in the last two months of the year. 

The original purpose ofC.ERP was to provide combatant coiDD18Ilders a resource for responding 
to "muill-soal~, urgent bUZIUUlitarii!D relief and rccoD.struction" needs m their area of ope.ration to 
immediately assist the people of Iraq and Afghanistan. Today, a majority of CERP Amds are spent on 
road col1Siruction and other '~bricb and mortar" projects that. while importfmt. far-exceed the intended 
scale and stope of the UJ'Ient projects CERP was intended to support. Furthermote, the prcsS\Ile to spend 

.. CERP funds, which naturally drives commanders toward large-scale construction projects, is squeezing 
out 1he small-scale humaliitarian projects identified by ~y-grade and Special Fon:cs twops as 
providing an immediate benefit both to local nationals and to the safety and seeurity of our own fo~es. 

nn sn zot+ 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
July 15,2009 
Page Two 

Owr the last five years. CERP has grown from an incisive COWJter-insurgency tool to an 
alternative U.S. development program with few limits and little management. It is well-past time for 
better oversight of' this prognun from the Department of Defense. I look forward to hearing from you on 
this matter. · 

Sincerely, 

·;t' (-1~ . '-

~!!urtha 
Defense Subcommitte~: 
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Defense Secretary Robert Gates 

Department of Defense 

1000 Defense Pentagon 

Washlngton1 DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

June 24, 2009 

While we strongly support our defense facilities and recognize that we need a robust 

acquisition workforce, we are writing to express~ concern that has been brought to our 

attention regarding the method the government is currently using to increase the size of its 

defense acquisition workforce. It is our understanding that on April 6, 2009, you announced 

your goal to "increase the size of the defense acquisition workforce by converting 11,000 

contractors and hiring an additional 9,000 government acquisition professionals by 2015." 

We would like to call your attention to an unintended consequence this policy is causing~ We 

are hearing from our small businesses that the policy is directly responsible for a significant loss 

of employees to government positions. This action results in the contraator losing a valuable 

resource they have trained at considerable cost-- sometimes specifically to meet government 

requirements -- as well as revenue the contractor would have earned. 

Our small businesses, such as the ones negatively impacted by the recent announcement, are 

the driving force of our economy. Many small, defense contractors have suffered this past year 

as a direct result ofthis tough economy. This has contributed to Increases in unemployment 
across the nation. 

We want to do everything possible to help, not hinder, our small businesses. Moving forward, 

we would like to work with you and the Department of Defense to create a balanced policy that 

would achieve your goal of strengthening our defense, without harming our small businesses. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

PFIINTiD ON RECYClED PAPER 



JASON CHAFFETZ (UT-03) 
Member of Congress 

NCAN HUNTER (CA-52) 
Member of Congress 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 

Dear Secretary Gates: 
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Thank you for your recent visit to Bath Iron Works (BIW) and for taking the time to meet some 
of the hard working and dedicated Mainers who contribute to the shipyard and our nation's 
defense. As Admiral Gary Roughead said, BIW is a "national treasure", and I am glad you were 
able to see the facility firsthand. 

Maine has a long and proud history of contributing to the armed forces in unique and diverse 
ways. In 1815, Portsmouth Naval Shipyard (PNSY) in Kittery, Maine, built its first ship for the 
United States, the USS WASHINGTON. Today, PNSY is preparing to work: on next genemtion 
of nuclear submarines, the VIRGINIA class. Bangor International Airport in Bangor, Maine, is 
the primary departure and arrival point for the troops serving in Afghanistan and Iraq. Each day, 
a group of dedicated veterans known as the "Troop Greeters" welcome our brave men and 
women returning from combat and bid farewell to those departing for duty. 

As you probably know, Maine is home to literally hundreds of small businesses who are 
Department of Defense subcontractors. Many of these small businesses provide the DOD with 
innovative research, products and materials to make our country stronger and more secure. I 
hope you will come back to Maine to see more of how our state including these small business 
contractors who are contributing to our national defense. 

Thank you for considering this request, and I look forward to seeing you in Maine soon. 

10.37 LONGWORTH 8UILOINO 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
202-225-6116 
202-225-5590 FAX 

Sincerely, 

Chellie Pingree 
Member of Congress 

0·-·~. 
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July 16, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
The Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1155 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

oiQHN -AIIIC.ImAII 
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AND CHEF ODVN&a 

On Wednesday, July 29, 2009, the Committee on Veterans' Affairs will conduct a 
hearing titled "Meeting the Needs of Injured Veterans in the Military Paralympic 
Program." This hearing will be held at 10:00 a.m. in room 334 Cannon House 
Office Building. 

The Committee invites you, or your designee, to testify at the hearing to discuss 
the number of seriously injured ~ervice members who have returned from Iraq and 
Afghanistan in the past three years; what the Department of Defense is doing to 
assist our seriously injured returning service members with their rehabilitation and 
what their experience has been with the U.S. Paralympic Program or similar 
programs; how many programs the Department of Defense currently has in place; 

· and, what partnerships the Department of Defense has formed to provide 
rehabilitation services to returning service members. 

Please confinn your attendance by contacting Ms. Debbie Smith at (202) 225· 
6389. You will be recognized for five minutes to make an oral statement; 
however, your complete written statement will be made a part of the hearing 
record. Please submit 70 copies of written testimony to Ms. Debbie Smith at 335 
Cannon House Office Building by 10:00 a.m. on July 27, 2009. To reduce costs 
and facilitate the inclusion of the written testimony in the printed record of the 
hearing. please provide one copy of the testimony prepared in accordance with the 
enclosed formatting requirements. 
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The Committee provides public access to its hearing statements on the Internet 
through the World Wide Web at the House of Representatives 
(http://veterans.house.gov) and the Library of Congress (http://thomas.loc.gov). 

To facilitate this public access, please send an electronic copy of your testimony to 
Ms. Debbie Smith at d·ebbie.smith@mail.house.gov. Additionally, the hearings are 
now broadcast live, in real time, over the Internet, and are archived on our Web 
site so they may be accessed following each hearing. 

I look forward to hearing your views. Please contact Juan Lara, Staff Director of 
the Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity, Committee on Veterans' Affairs, at 
(202} 225·9756 if you have any questions. 

fl)ds 

BOBFILNER 
Chairman 



CARL LE.V•N. MICiiiG/l.N. CKAlAMAN 

EDWAAO M. KtNr..FOY. MASSACHUSETTS 
ROSERT C. BYRO. WE:ST VI~GINIA 
JOSEPH I LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICJT 
JACK REED. ~ HODE ISLAND 
DANIEL. K. AKAl<A. HAWAII 
SilL NfLSON, FLORIDA 
E. 8ENJAMI~ NflSON. NEBRASKA 
EVAN BAYH, INl»ANA 
Jl~ WEBB. VIRGINIA 
CI...AtRE McCASI<I~l. MiSSOU~I 
MARt< UDAll, COLORADO 
kAY A HAGAN, NOFITI-I CAAOUNA 
MARK BEGICH. ALJ>S<A 
ROLAND W. BURRIS. IlliNOIS 

JOrH·~ McCAIN, .MIZONA 
JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
.IFFF SFSSIONS, ALABAMA 
SA><BY CHAMBLI.SS. GEORGIA 
LINDSEY GRAHAM. SOUTH CAROLINA 
JOHI\4 THUNE, ~OUTH DAKOTA 
MEL MARTINEZ, fLORIDA 
ROGER F. WICKER. MISSISSIP'i'l 
AICHA~O BUilR, NORTH CAAOLINA. 
DAVID Vt1TEF4, I.OUIS~ANA 
SUSAN M COLLINS, MAINE 

RICHARD 0. OEBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W BOWAt!. REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinitcd eStates ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051o-6050 

February 2, 2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies ofS. 358, Ensuring Safe Facilities and Equipment 
for American Troops Overseas Act, to ensure the safety of members of the United States 
Anned Forces while using expeditionary facilities, infrastructure, and equipment 
supporting United States military operations overseas. I am forwarding this legislation to 
you for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. · 

Enclosures 

Si erely, 0. . 
I~ 

Car Levin 
Chairman 
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Robert M. Gates 
Seonary 
Oeputmeat ofDofwe 
1300 Pentasoa 
WMhinatou, DC 20301·1300 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON. DC 20~1o-3703 
February 2, 2009 
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I am writing to oxprea my pave concem ova: the appuent widetpread 1110 ofbum pitt for wast£ 
cUipOIIl tbroqhout Inq ad~. I halve been :informed by a OODStit\Mat that his nl.tive 
servfn& in Afihanbtm is cxperie.nciDJ health tymptoma rdltcd to smoke exposure &om a bum pit tblt 
neighbors IUs base. The umegulated pre80DOt ofthoao situ hu a.danprecl tbe health IDd .U..belq or 
American and allieclaoldicrs u ~ u cmJiaDs, 8Dd will undoubtedly leave envtronmeaDl eca in tbe 
aras wc~y oecupy. 

I believe the probiODll exhibited aud widely reported 11 Balad are iadicative of a much ]apr problem. 
With approximately 11 million pounds ofhazudous wuto In Iraq alone, it is ..Uy imqiuablo that 
umegulmd, uomoDitoml bum pita may be a1fcctiDa a 1arp perceotap of · _mambcn_ 
deployed to haq mel Afahaniltan post-9/11. Ah Force IJautenan1 Colcmel (b)(&) Ia 
wrpon pmloaaly deployad to Ba1ad, stated that everyoms at tbo bue had a memo p iCicflit ear 
meclic:al fila in fil12007 notins they had been exposed to tlw bum pit's fumol. I'm encounpcl by tbia 
acknowloclpmmt of health riw uaociated with bum pita, but boline the Depertmmt of~ must 
do more. 

I fear that Uttle i1 beiDa done to ~the iaue on a brold ICalo. The Mllitary Tima riCIDtly zopo~ 
that the bum plt Jn Ba1ad ia the only d!sposalli1e to be olpCWically teatecl, aDd the report1 fzom my 
constituenti1N88eat that tbi• problem iJ nat iaolamd to cne Jocatioa.. Soldiers that will be deployed in 
those 1m1 in the fUture, se:vlcemembers that may have taparated from tho ICII'Yice or other& tbat bavo 
returned home may be potentially atl'ectod by bum pita and should be provided with proper education. 
health care, and resources u soon as poalble. 

I believe tbat tl'lolpii'IDC)' in this issuo will help all~ the concems of deployed penounel and the 
AmeriCIIl public. Thank you for your coa.tideration oftheee mquesta mel :your C02K)eD1 fur1ho health of 
tbl brave mea md women that scm our country. I look forwvd to~ with you to nseotv• tbll 
matter in the iUtun. 
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~1niteh ;Stabs ~ettatr. 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301·1000 

February 2, 2009 

Admiral .Mike Mullen 
Chainnan of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
9999 The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20318-9999 

Dear Secretary Gates and Admiral Mullen: 

We apPreciate the directed focus you have brought to the National Guard and Reserves through 
recent directives. personnel decisions, and other actions. In our September 26, 2008 letter, we 
asked you to look at the issue of transparency and accountability in the purchase and distribution 
of equipment for the National Guard and Reserves. We would appreciate an update on the 
Department's effom to resolve these challenges, which have prevented equipment slated for the 
reserve components from actually entering Guard and Reserves inventories. 

We have received·a number of interim responses, including letters that referred our inquiry to the 
Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller) and, later, to the Under Secretary for Acquisition. 
Technology and Logistics. We look forward to a more detailed response on how the Department 
actually plans to account for the appropriated dollars provided for National Guard and Reserve 
equipment. 

Given its constitutional authority and paramount responsibility to the American people, Congress 
has a deep interest in full financial transparency. Establishing a budget and execution plan that 

· provides transparency and accountability of Guard and Reserve equipment funding is also a key 
recommendation of the Commission on the National Guard and Reserves. We understand that 
that the Department of Defense acknowledges the need for corrective action. 

We would appreciate an update on the Department's plans to ensure greater accotmtabiJity for 
National Guard and Reserve equipment In particular, please advise on the status of evaluating 
the viability of such proposals as delineating Guard and Reserve funding requests within the 
Services' annual pracurement requests or Congress creating a separate appropriation for National 
Guard and Reserve equipment requirements. 

Thank. you again fot' recognizing the importance of this issue and working with the Congress 
toward a sensible resolution. · 

~LEIJ~ 
Co-Chair 
U.S. Senate National Guard Caucus 

CHRISTOPHER S. BOND 
Co--Chair 
U.S. Senate National Guard Caucus 



T .. HouOI'Qfe Robert CalM •ntl Atlmiral M1b M•lkll 
Pap-:Z 
Septe•ber :Z6, lOOS 

A strona and robustly equipped operational reserve fo~ is what the American people expect 
and deserve. We look forward to working with you to ensure we-resolve this important issue. 

'Thank you 'VCt)' rnucb for your pcrsonalldtention to and support for the National Guard aPd 
Reserve. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
U.S. Senator 

. OP$R~t?::~ ~:t~~ 
U.S. Senator . U.S. Representative U.S. RoprosMtative 
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JIM WEBB 

COMMimEON 
ARMED SERVICES 

COMMilTEE ON 
FOAEIGN RELATIONS 

COMMITTEE ON 
VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

'tinittd ~tatcs £'rnatc 
WASHINGTON, DC 20SHI-4605 

WAsHINGTON OFFICE: 
'iiVJL6HJrfG1ort'. 0C 1.0S11i 

12Dll ~74-4D:!• 

.IOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTH February 3, 2009 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secmary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C.20301-IOOO 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

I am writing with regard to a November 21, 2008.1etter to you that 1 co-signed with 56 other U.S. 
Senators expressing our concerns over the new TRICARE outpatient prospective payment system (OPPS) 
rule. 1 have not received a reply to that correspondence, but in accordance with the Oba.ma 
administration's new Regulatory Review guidance, I request that you extend the final regulation's 
effective date by 60 days and reQJ>Cn it for public comment. 

The reliability and validity of the data used by the Department of Defense (DoD) and·its 
economic impact methodology, have been challenged by-health-care professionals. If a more effective 
and extended transition is not adopted to impl<:ment the new rule, many ofour TRICARE benefte:iaries ~n 
Virginia will experience a significant disruption in services. 

In its final rule, the DoD estimated that TRlCARE hospi&al OU1patient revenue wilt decline by 
$598 million, or 25 percent, in the first year. This estimate is nearly seven times DoD's original estimate 
of $81 million as noted in the proposed rule. This discrepancy is rwt adequately explained in the final 
rule. Of note, the proposed rule's estimated impact fell below the $100 million threshold necessary for 
the rule to be deemed ''economically significant." Had the impact exceeded this threshold, a more 
thorough analysis would have been required under the Congressional Review Act. Clearly, DoD's 
revised estimate of the decline in hospital outpatient revenue shows that a thorough review is needed 
before the new rule is implemented. 

l recognize that DoD is required by law to make changes in the way TRICARE pays hospitals for 
the outpatient care they provide to our military and that it must conform to Medicare "to the extent 
practicable." ! strongly believe, however. that these changes should be implemented with a much more 
effective transition. ln 1996, DoD implemented a IS percent stop-loss transition for physicians to bring 
TRlCARE payments in line with Medicare payments. I encourage DoD to consider an identical 
transition for network hospitals. Cutting TRJCARE hospital outpatient payments abruptly by 25 percent 
is unreasonable and without precedent. 

In light of these deficiencies, 1 strongly urge you to review the final regulation regarding 
TRICARE payments for hospital outpatient services and re-open the rule-making prooess. Thank you for 
your consideration of my views on this matter. 

Sincere~ 

ebb 
States Senator 

OSD 01221-09 
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DIANNE FEINSTEIN 
CALIFcmNIA • ~nittb ~tatts 'enatt 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510.0504 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington~ DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

hltp:llfainetein.lilltll•le-r 
February 4. 200 

SELECT COMNrTTEii ON INfEWGI:NVE • OHAIRt.WI 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPFIIATIOHS 
COt&IITIEE ONTH& JUDICIARY 
OOI.&IITTEE ON RLIJSS AND ADMINISTRATION 

Recently, it has come to my attention that there are allegations of Bush 
Administration political appointees who have been improperly converted to career positions 
within the Department of Defense. SpecificalJy, that two political positions were converted 
to career positions within the DOD's Office of Detainee Affairs, and that Bush 
Administration political appointees within that office assumed those career positions. 

Allegations of improper "burrowing, of political appointees to career positions are 
concerning to me. This is especially disconcening within the Office of Detainee Affairs due 
to the nature of the policy recommendations that office provides regarding Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba. President Obama has decisively set a new course on detainee policy by issuing the 
executive order to close the Guantanamo Bay detention facility. 

Accordingly, I ask that you immediately review the circumstances behind the 
conversion of these positions and the hiring of any former Bush Administration appointees as 
career or temporary officials within the Office of Detainee Affairs. I wouJd like to know 
whether Bush Administration appointees were converted to career or temporary 
appointments in that office. If this has occurred, when were these appointments made, and 
were they done pursuant to a competitive and publicly open hiring process subject to all 
applicable Office of Personnel Management regulations? Finally, if improper burrowing of 
political appointees has happened within the Office of Detainee Aft"aUs, how and when will 
this wilJ be corrected? 

I appreciate your attention to this matter, and I look forward to your prompt response. 

Sincerely Yours, 

Dianne Feinstein 
United States Senator 

212 



The t{Qnotable Robert Gates 
&:cretary· QfPef~m.'e- - · --
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington; D.c~ 2030 1--JOOO 

Dear (l: ............. ~ · -~ ·t-- · . -1~·,~l'Y' Q'a e$: 

1!nittd .~m.tt.s itmatt. 
COry1~:;oH AA~P$£ilWf~E~ 
WAstii!'iKrrefii~ :oc=2<nn-~ 

Tbank:rou f(n';yaur letter of Jan)Jary.27t regatding=the D~~rtteirit;·s use,·gf 
tetired military officers as "'8urropte8~ to make_ the former Adrrtirii&ttation's:cas~ 
in-the tnedia.. As y<>U: indicate in your l~r, the- Inspeett)r -<ienera:I fou11d nc,-. 
hnproper or illegal .·activities on theJ).Qrt of the· Oepartm.ent'·s Publi~ Affairs. 
personnel-and- conciuded-that information brie:fi~g$ provided. to .retir~ .inili~ry 
officers-did notv1olate legalprohibitions against thtu.lse Qfappropriated fundS;;for 
publicity or propagan-da purposes. · 

H.ow~ve..-~ the Inspector G~11er{ll also fqund:th:itt'th¢-I>epartm.~nt ex.cludeda 
retired Oeneral-.from further partic.ipation in the prQgraril because ofhis 'comments 
-critical'tJfthe conduct oftbe.Iraq war. The report also .confirms that :a .~nior DOD 
Ptibli¢. Aft\irs- ()ffici'a.l sent art e-mail urging_ ~the Departm.ent-to 'Cultivat'tl .a care 
group o'f"~liably friendly"· retired miiitary :ari;:t~ysts ''that we CBf:t .count-on to· earry 
. our water~" I do no~. thjnk :it. :ShotUd be accep~blt: for D_OD officials-to cut off 
outside commentators: who expreSs crjtie.al -opinions, or to. ~se >tte<ress to 
informatiotlto reward _political-allies in- the pr~ss. Jf:.thi:s conduct 1s.not illegal (>r 
hnproper under exiSting law or regu:Jaticmsr (.believe that:those- 'laws and 
tegtdationSne.td,to.be Qha.nged. I would app_tedate'ifyou would review the 
applicable Jaws and te~ulations and g~e t?ttck to::tne with yo~t v~ews• 

·Also,_ while the report finds-insrifficienteVid¢nce·tn detennimfthat any 
<:on~~~C1r ~ceivetht:cpmpetitiv~advantage as a: result Qf.it& tl¢8 to retired military· 
anaJysts, -the~ ;r~port. faU.s to -'assess wlt~therthe r~ired mi~itary analysts· themselves 
-obtained ·financial ben·efits- frOm contractors .. as- a result tiftheirfavc.»r&ble .acee-ss.to 
DOD: information: and officials. The report also-~oneludes thadt was app.topr.la,Je .. 
fOJ' the Deparltt1ent to employ :a contractor to :ensure. tbat the comni~ntaey· of retired 
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military analysts "reflected accurate information." However, the purpose of the 
contract, as detailed in the report, was not to determine whether the commentary 
was "accurate", but rather whether it was favorable- i.e., to determine "how 
coverage reflects or fails to reflect DoD stated policies or views (as expressed by 
its spokespeople and other representatives)." The report fails to assess whether it 
was appropriate to hire an outside contractor to detennine which analysts were 
most supponive of Administration views. 

I would appreciate if you would task the Inspector General to conduct an 
additional review and analysis to address these issues. 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 
:;;?'* 

Carl Levin 
Chairman 



CARl lEVIN, MICHIGAN. CHAIRMAN 

EDWARD M. KENNEDY. MASSACHUSETIS JOHN McCAIN. A.RIZONA 
ROBERT C. BYI10, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M.INHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JE'F SESSIONS. ALABAMA 
JACK REED. RHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS. GEORGIA 
DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAII LINDSEY CiRAHAM; SOUTH CAROUNA 
BILL NELSON, FLOftiDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
E BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRA.SKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA 
EVAN BAYH,INDIANA ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI 
JIM WEBB. VIRGINIA RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA 
CLAIRE M<CASKILL, MISSOURI DAVID VITTER,lOUISIANA 
MARK UDALL, COLORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 
KAY ft HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROLANDW. BUARlS, ILUNOIS 

RICHARD D. DtBOBES, STA~F DIRECTOR 
JOSEPI< W. BOWAB. REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-lOOO 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinitrd ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051Q-6050 

February 2, 2009 

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Committee on 
Armed Services, Senator Joseph I. Lieberman plans to travel to Saudi Arabia, Egypt and 
Israel during the period February 14-22, 2009. Senator Lieberman will be accompanied 
by Vance Serchuk and Christopher Griffm, his personal staffers designated to the Senate 
Armed Services Committee. 

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in 
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier and military air 
transportation, as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the 
Army could be designated as the action agency for this travel. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

·c~~ 
Chairman 

••••iliiiillllll 



CARL LEVIN, MIC~IGAN. CHAIAr,.AN 

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSEnS 
ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA 
JOSEPH I UEBER MAN, CONNECTICUT 
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND 
OANIELI(. AI(AI(A, HAWAII 
BILL NELSON, FLORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA 
E\IAN BAYH,INOIANA 
JIM WEOO. VIRGINIA 
CLAIRE Mr.CASKfll, MISSOURI 
MARK UDALl, COLORADO 
KAY fl. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA 
MARK BE'GICH. AL'.SKA 
ROLAND W BURRIS. ILliNOIS 

JOHN McCAIN. ARllONA 
JAMES M. INHOf£, OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 
SAXBY CHAM BLISS. GEORGIA 
LINDSEY GRAHAM, S0UTI1 CAROJ.INA 
JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEL MAATINE2. FlORIDA 
AOGoR F WICKER, MISSISSIPPI 
FIICHAAD BURR. NOR"TH CA.ROLINA 
DAVID VITIER, LOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS~ MAINE 

Rtcf.tAFtO D. DtoDOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBliCAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ilnittd ~tatcs ~tnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 2, 2009 

On January 21,2009, I wrote regarding the upcoming foreign travel plans to Germany 
and Bosnia-Herzegovina for Senator Joseph I. Lieberman and his staff during the period February 
5-8, 2009. This letter is to request your further assistance. As previously indicated, Senators 
Joseph I. Lieberman and John McCain will co-lead the American delegation to the annual 
Munich Security Conference in Munich, Germany. 

On behalf of Senator Liebennan, I also request that you authorize travel on military 
aircraft with CO DEL LIEBERMAN individuals not belonging to Congress or its staff, but who 
are part of the United States' delegation and who would travel at no additional cost to the U.S. 
Government on a cost-reimbursable basis. A list of these individuals is attached to this letter. 

Thank you for your continued assistance in support of this conference. 

Enclosure 

~7t~~ 
C~n 
Chairman 

OSD 01261-09 
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN 

EDWARD M. KENNEDY. MASSACHUSETTS JOHN Mct::AIN, ARI20NA 
ROBEFIT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M. INHOFE, OKL.AKOMA 
JOSEPH I. liEBfAMMI, CONNECTICUT JEFf SESSIONS, AlABAMA 
JACK REED. RHODE: ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA 
DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAII LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA 
Dill NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINn, FLOAIOA 
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA ROGER F WICKER, MISSISSlPPI 
JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA !UCHARD BURR, NORTH CAROUNA 
CLAIRE McCASKILL, MISSOURI DAVID VITTE:A. LOUISIANA 
MARK UDAU, COI.ORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 
I(AV R. HAGAN, NOfHii CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS 

RICHARD O.DEBOBE$, STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ilnitnl ~tatts ~mate 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051o-6050 

February 3, 2009 

On January 21 and February 2, 2009, I wrote regarding the upcoming foreign travel plans 
to Germany and Bosnia-Herzegovina for Senator Joseph I. Liebennan and his staff during the 
period February 5-8, 2009. This letter is to request your further assistance. As previously 
indicated, Senators Joseph I. Lieberman and John McCain will co-lead the American delegation 
to the annual Munich Security Conference in Munich. Gennany. 

On behalf of Senator Lieberman, I also request that you authorize travel on military 
aircraft with CO DEL LIEBERMAN the following 2 individuals ·who are also part of the United 
States' delegation and who would travel at no additional cost to the U.S. Government on a 
cost-reimbursable basis: 

Max Boot 
Bob Woodward 

Thank you for your continued assistance in support of this conference. 

ly,~ 

Levin 
Chairman 

OSD 01262-09 

lllll~llllllllllll~ll~l~~~~ll 



. '-·. 

·.r' 

ZOOS·Feb-09 09:02 AM Senator Mark Beglch 202-228·3205 
.· 

_ .. , .. 

. ~- . . . 

Cott~tt•• of· t{Je: 11tttttb.. 6t.U. • · . · · 
.. ·~ ~' 20515, . . . . .. 

-·· ·. - ' .. 

· or.R.obert Mo Oate.s-. 
S~ of·Detouso · 
· ~.s. Department ofDefeuse. · 
1000 Defonao Pentagon : · 
w~·o.c. 2o3ot-tooo· 
- -· . ' ·. 

Dear Secretary Gater.= ·. 

· . Febiiutty 5, 2009 .. 

-· .. ·.· 

;,.l 

...... 

(. ·' 

.. 
. '.-

! - . - ' • 

. ! 

. '- .... ·.. .. .. · 

. . . · .-~We Write to re&bter cOncern abOutthe·~~ofthe ~d~tsecl }didCoQrSe :Defime· (~) · 
· · . · sy&UiD •Port Gieely.Alaab, and tO ~yau·ofOul'strOn(npp,Oi'(~tbis~ ·· .· · ... 

·· · · · . · ~youlmoW~themte&tmd~c·~~·~ic·~~--~s>~~~-~n.~··.·. 
· · .· recentlY.·· Llatwoek, hD&te.AnncdSemee&~.~ C.-fLevinexpreued~ .. ~ ...,ut~ BMD ay-.. Of.W,hi~ GMD ia a ko)' cOtb~,·m..cOiDmems ~at 1h6": 1. · 

.· · .me timo reponuurfaced··ot'North ~ ptoparins ag..mw te.t·.u. T~·l iDiaalle. · .. ' · · 
:· · · · · wliieh Ia oatlmated to have a range that .c!mld hit Allilb; ·And .rlier _tldi·W.et.ltan ~eaafllly .: ... · 

· · .. . . · · l~Ur~Qhed a·Iow-orbit Satem.ie utill2;inl.a tbre&oStqo m-te~OlOIY; "'fbioh·raisos _. · 
· ccmcemove.rtbltcountry'i baeased oapab.ilitie'l.:- · ' . . . · · ·:· ·. ·." · · · .... :~ . 

. . . . ... ·.-. ·. ·'. . . :-: . . •··.· .. ;. ' .. 

w*-~~oti~bYyour~tki1on~i~~~ ~~Commiueecm:Ju~21~.- .. 
l009~mwhichyoustateclthat:"North~lnd.:rran~uniq•y·~·-.·: : · · ·· ·· .: : . . ... 

.. l:hallenaea ... ~Olth KOiea hu Ptodvced·.enougli ~rot aevcra1 atOm,ic ~bs;. trmis . · . . · · 
.. · · dtve1opiq ~apab~ .. n~·.iO suPiJott a nUclear pio~~·.bO~ ~-bavo baUi&t:i~ · . :-

·. · .. · ~~ Pi'oaramt of~oreaiing ~-I.Dd .. a·recorct ~prq~~,. ,Yoll;fltl~~-·~ . ·., · . .-· . 

.r,; 

. · . \. Und-._core• the need for a tuny·~ODiJii BMD System~ ~·:which F~t,t.Qriely plays a key role._.. · · 

.. the~ ~-~ludel·~·~uip~:ttie.flel~~~of·'~tl'·ton·atfoi1 ~elY to· . · ·· . . · · 
·. brin&tbe~U,tofull~. Certainly.t.keyoomp~of~ayitem:ts-amoro~·. · · 

· · te.ring ·ropneJ1.· u·messed ~the late.t~Ctoi' ofO)SeratiODil'Test.& ~uatimf(DOT.t E)·: 
• .. i!inual:~• AdditUmal ~-~_Will ~-!4~yindate.~ sy-tolhi Dati®. . . 
............... __ .. -.. ·-.:~-l....:t.-...o..~ ,. _.;,;_ .. ,. __ to· .·th· ........ .~,;.. :..:..o:a .......... a,_..;., .... _ . .,. ~di-'· "'-""-"-•' . ." 
. ~- wg --- ~~oo~. .. on. olo<IIW&ww- r, ' •. ·~ ... Q\.j.uW.IIOQ - ... - .... uwn ~ AfJ .• ~ . . . 

. Comp~ ill Kodiak, A~ wbfCJria,idtdlfli.liied for~ fOitiDs u.dreadyto .Xecute: ,. · .· · .:·. . 
.. . ~tional tests. ·. .. . . ' . .· ... ,, . . .. > • • 

; . ~ -·. . . .-. . . \ - .· ·• ' 

1
. < · • · : Attble.~ wa soeabloiut~.'li9 j~tlfica~~·tor.ou to.:tJ~eqMD s~ ouloWing its ... 
! .. im~Di· To.the coirtraiY• tha~f'romN~~ant!l'rm.ODI.j·aorvo:to ~-
: ,~ , , . -tbevitalroletbisaystanshoUJ.d·pla'ymthedetenseof'om:nat!oii,~®ratato. · . · .. · . · · 

.. ' - ---~-- ~- -.. ·-'. ' .. . 
!
' .•• 

\ 

\

.. ·' 
. . . ' 

·-·· -·.-
. -. . ~- . 

I -. 
I . . . ' . '~ . 

I 
. . ... · .. 

. . ·. 

" 

L 
. '· . 

',. 

iA·.t· :. ·. 
· ... ,. '·: ·=.· .' .. i'.' .. :: .. -'·- ':-.· 

I 



<::UU!i·t-ell-09 09:02 AM Senator Mark 8eglch 202·228-3205 3i3 

\ _;: 

'·:··_.-· 

;_ 

·. ,_, . ' 

S~d the J)opartmat otDotouse ccmitder any adjustm.atno this··-we u1t that you_, " 
notifY ua ai soon u poaible .0_ that we may .dieCuu ~ justl~ with yOu. .. - .. 

.· 

. . 
· ... 

·; .. -•. s~~~~-/ ..... ,:_· 
··a;i-___Ln_:.:_.,~.s<.._ ·~-· . ·• : '. . . . ._J;..,....._~ . . . -- . 

.. . . ·_ ·h(~WIJd. . : . . . . - ·. . . - MarkBeaich, . . ... 

,._.A· .. :.:rf'1·. . 

: ~ . 

United s-. S81Jator - Umteci ·states Saator· · . ' . ';' . .'.:. - . 

DoDYoaq ·· ·. ·.· 
. ---~forAJIAlub .. . ; . 

.. : ": 

' ·._ ~ ,·. .. 

·',' 

···<:·_ . 

'·· 

·· .. · 

. ....... 

. - . 
~ --·, 

·, · .. 
. ~ .. -

. :-

'·'. 

·•_',; 

. . ,.:. 

'· 

. _,. 

. •' :~ ' 

· .. _. -;,I 

. .-.· 

. '. ', 

. . . :: ... ' 

..... 

. :. 

•:: . 

: .~ :• 

:_. ... 

:-. 

· ... 
. •, 

. -·: 

-:-·" 

.. ·.· 

-··-. 
. ,:_ .. 

·:·: ... · 

·-; 
··._·-. r= 

. ... ·. 

·.·-

···._,_ 

. :- .. 
'···· . 

. , 'i ·:>.· ·.··, 

-... 
·,·, 

. _.·.-. 

. ; 

;· 

·'. 
.·. :· 

·, 

. --~ . 

.·-· ..... 
~ .. 

.·. -;; 

: ;.· 

·-;; '• 

. :-'' 

-.: .. 

'. ._.·. :-' 

·, .. ·· .. 



CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, C~AIRMAN 

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACI-tUSEITS 
ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA 
JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN. CONNECTICUT 
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND 
DANIEL K.AKAKA, HAWAII 
BILL NRSON, FLORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA 
EVAN BAVH,INDIANA 
JIM WEBB. VIRGINIA 
CLAIRE McCASKILL. MISSOURI 
MARK UDALL, COLORADO 
KAVA. HAGAN, NOJITM CAROliNA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROLA.NO W. BURiiiS, IlLINOIS 

JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA 
JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA 
UNDSEV GRAHAM. SOUTH CAROLINA 
JOHN THUNE. SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEl MARTINEZ, FLORIDA 
ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSI~ 
RICHARD BURR. NORTH CAROUNA 
DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 

Rll:HAAD 0. OEBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W, BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301·1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

!lnitcd ~tatrs ~£nat£ 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 5, 2009 

This letter is in further regard to my letter of February 2, 2009 concerning the 
travel plans of Senator Joseph I. Lieberman and his staff members, Vance Serchuck and 
Christopher Griffin, during the period February 14--22. 

Please be advised that Senator Lieberman has added Jordan (from February 1&-19) 
to his itinerary. 

I would appreciate your continued support and assistance in connection with this 
travel. 

v;;~ 
Carl Levin 
Chairman 

OSD 01434-09 
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CARL ~EVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN 

E.OWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUS~lTS JOH~ McCAIN, AR120NA 
ROBcRl C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M.INHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
JOSEPH I LIEBERMAN. CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS. GEORGIA 
DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAII LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOI!TH CAROLINA 
B1LL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MAIITINEZ. FLORIDA 
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA ROGER f. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI 
JIM WEBB. VIRGINIA RICHAl=IO BURR .. NORTH CAROLINA 
CLAIRE M<:CASKILL, MISSOURI DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA 
MARK UDALL. COLORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 
KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROUNA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
AOLANO W. BURAIS,ILLINOIS 

RICHARD 0. lleBQ!lE$, STAFF D1REClOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFf DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
l 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ilnitcd ~tarrs ~cnatc 
COMMilTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 10, 2009 

This Jetter is in further regard to my letters of February 2t 3 and 5, 2009 
concerning the travel plans of Senator Joseph I. Lieberman and his staff members, Vance 
Serchuck and Christopher Griffin, during the period February 14-22,2009. 

Please be advised that Senator Lieberman will now be returning on February 23 
vice February 22. In addition, Mrs. Hadassah Lieberman will now be accompanying the 
Senator for protocol purposes and at no expense to the U.S. Government. In addition, 
Senator Liebennan, Mrs. Lieberman and Senator Lieberman,s two staff members, Vance 
Serchuk and Christopher Griffin, will now be traveling from Egypt to Israel via military 
air because no conunercial flights are available. 

I would appreciate your continued support and assistance in connection with this 
travel. 

OSD 01435-09 

illll~ll~llllliiiiii~IIIIIIIWI 



CAAL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, C~AIRMAN 

EOWAAD M. KENNE:DY, MASSACHUSETIS 
ROBERT C. BYftD, WEST VIRGINIA 
JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN. CON~ECTICUT 
JACK REED. RHODE ISLAND 
DANIEL K. AKAK.A, HAWAII 
BILL NELSON, FLORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA 
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA 
JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA 
CLAIRE McCASKILL, MISSOURI 
MARK UDALL, COLORADO 
MY R HAGAN, NORT!i CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS 

JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA 
JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
JEff SESSIONS, ALABAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA 
LINOSEV GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA 
JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
1\AEL U.ARTINEZ, ~OR~0.6; 
ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI 
RIC~AAO BURR, NORTH CAROLINA 
DAVIOVITTER.lOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 

RICHARD 0. ~BOBES. STAff DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinitrd ~tatcs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 4, 2009 

This letter is to request assistance for the following Committee on Armed Services 
staff members to travel via government vehicle to Charlottesville, Virginia from February 
19-20, 2009: 

Richard D. DeBobes, Staff Director 
Pablo E. Carrillo, Minority Investigative Counsel 

Ilona R. Cohen, Counsel 
Madelyn R. Creedon, Counsel 

Jonathan D. Clark, Counsel 
Gabriella Eisen, Counsel 

Mark R. Jacobson, Professional Staff Member 
Gary Leeling, Counsel 

Peter K. Levine, General Counsel 
William G.P. Monahan, Counsel 

David M. Morriss, Minority Counsel 
Russell L. Shaffer, Counsel 

Richard F. Walsh, Minority Counsel 

The purpose of their trip will be to attend the 2009 Congressional Staff Legal 
Orientation Course at the U.S. Army Judge Advocate Legal Center and School. It is 
requested that the Department of the Army be assigned as the action agent for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

Chairman 

OSD 01440-09 
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN. CHAIRMAN 

EDWAflO M. KENNEDV. MASSACIIUSETFS 
ROBDITC.IMID. W£ST\IIRGINIA 
JOSEPH I. UEBERMAN, OONNECTICUT 
JACK ReeD. RHOOE ISlAND 
DANIEL K. AUI.A, Hi>.WAU 
81LL ~EI.SOJol, FLORIDA 
E. BEN.JI\MIN NELSON, N£8RAs.<A 
EVAN B4VH, INDIANA 
JIM WEBB. VIRGINIA 
ClAIRE McCASKILL MISSOURI 
MARK UDAL~. COLORADO 
KAY R HAGAN. NORTH CAROLINA 
MAAK II.EGICK, ALASKA 
ROlAND W. BUARIS,ILUNOia 

JOHN McCAIN, .ARIZONA 
JAMeS M. INHOFE, OICI.AHOMA 
JEF!' SESSIONS. ALI>.B4MA 
SAXBY CHAMBUSS. GEORGIA 
UNtlS£Y GRAHAM, SOUTII CAROUNA 
JOHN THUNI1. SOUT>l DAKOTA 
MEL MARTINEZ. FI.ORIOA 
ROGI:R F. WICKER, MISSlSSIPPI 
RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA 
DAVID VITTER, LOUISIAI'lA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 

RlatAIIOD. DIEBOBES, STAFf DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB. REPUIIUCAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinitm ~tatrs ~matt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051Q-6050 

February 4, 2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 370, to prohibit the use of funds to transfer 
detainees of the United States at Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to any facility in 
the United States or to construct any facility for such detainees in the United States, and 
for other purposes. I am forwarding this legislation to you for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. 

SJ\cerely~ 

\JJJ~ 
Carl Levin 
Chainnan 

Enclosures 

.. P.J~P .. 011illlll 111-U•-. 



~A.HAWAI, 

...JCtfft6 O.~U£."1'1• WEST WRGlHIA 
PAnY¥\iRBAV. W~ 
~ll!tmiMIJNT 
IIHEI¥lllO !IRDWN. uo<l(l 
.JIM'~~£8~~. WIGINIA 
JOH:r£$11!1!. MO!n'AIIA 
MAIM-~""' Al..A$I:A 
~W.l!IJIOOIS.IlliN1l,. 

, ........... (. BREW. StAff 001KT0R 

Hono:n!ble Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDef~ 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
WaShin~ :pc 20301 

Honorable Eric It Shinseki· 
S~ of Veterans A.t"filirs 
sto Vermont Ave. · · 
Washin~DC 20420 

COMMITIEE ON VETERANS' AfFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

February tO, 2009 

Dear Secretary Gates and Secretary Shinseki, 

We are writing to rcqp.est tbat you convene the DoDN A Senior Oversight: Committee 
(SOC), ~a:use we ~·vety c.onQemed.about the recent reports of in~ :suicides among 
active duty servicemembers. Between 1995 and 2007, there have been over 2,200 suicides 
among activ~ duty servicemembers. 

Such loss is u.natc'eptable iftbcre is any measure.tlll¢ ·can be taken to reduce it We 
req~st th~~ you .~et &S soon as possible to CJ.tSute that both-the resollrces of the Department of 
Defense;and te. Department .of Veterans Affinrs are bt.ough~ to bear on this problm~.. The SOC 
should ~ove illune<,llately to detertninewhether defioi~es eX_~: in the way potential military 
personnel are screened, or m the diagnosiS·or treatment of activt 'duty servicemembers who are 
suffering from psychological problems. 

We believe that convening lbe soc· i:o look specifically at suicide.prevention is a mt 
and necessary step ina coordinated effort. · 

d .,~ ~L·, · .. '··. 
Daniel~ Akaka · 
Chairman 

Sincerely, 

Richard M. Burr 
Ranking Member 

OSD 01487-09 
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COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS tinitnt ~tatts ~rnett 
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, 

LABOR, AND PENSIONS 

COMMilTEE ON HOMElAND SECURITY 
AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS Senator Tom Coburn, MD 

Russell Senate Office Building. Room 172 
Washington, DC 20510-3604 

Phone:202-224-5754 

COMMilTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

RANKING MEMBE~ 
SuBCOMMITT!E ON FEDERAL FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT, 

GOVERNMENT INfORMATION ANO 
INTERN-ATIONAL SECURITY 

RANKING MEMBER 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON HuMAN RIGHTS 

ANDlHElAW 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20310-1300 

Secretary Gates, 

Fax: 202-224-6008 

February 13, 2009 

I am writing to you in regards to the TRlCARE Management Activity (TMA) Program 
Integrity (PI) Office, which is responsible for all anti-fraud activities worldwide for the Defense 
Health Program. I want to congratulate the agency for identifying over $50 million in TRICARE 
funds for recovery in 2006 and 2007. 

In order to ensure the most judicious use of anti-fraud and anti-waste funds, I am 
contacting you with concerns about the biennial conference that the TMA Program Integrity 
Office holds to educate employees, providers, and contractors on fraud, waste, abuse detection 
and investigation. According to Federal Business Opportunities solicitation number H94002-09-
Q-0006 posted February 3, 2009, the conference will be held in Nashville, Tennessee at the 
Opryland Hotel from April28 to May 1, 2009. 

Please provide answers to the following questions: 

• What is the estimated total cost of this year's fraud, waste, and abuse conference? 
Please list individual estimates for airfare, hotel, per diem, audio/visual support, and 
conference space leasing. 

• How many government workers and contractors are planning to attend this year's 
conference? 

• \Vhat is the budget for th~ Office ·ofProgram Integrity? Does funding for this 
conference come out of its budget? If not, what budget authority appropriates these 
funds? 

• Has anyone conducted an analysis of alternative methods of conveying this 
information such as videoteleconferences or site visits by the Office of Program 
Integrity? 

• How much training do TRICARE Management Agency employees receive outside of 
conferences such as this? 

• What is the annual salary ofthe average investigator at the Office of Program 
Integrity? 

3310 Moo-CoNTINENT TOWE" 
401 SoUTH BOSTON 

TULSA, OK 74103-4007 
PHONE; 918-581-7651 

100 NORTH BROADWAY 
SUm 1820 

OKLAHOMA Cnv, OK 73102 

PHoNE: 405-231-4941 

www.ooburn.senate.gov 

711 'INJ D AvENUE 

Suon202 
L.oWTON, OK 73501 

PHONE; 580-357~78 



Additionally, please send a copy of the 2003,2005, and 2007 conference itineraries along 
with their estimated costs. Thank you for your attention to this request and for your efforts to 
combat fraud, waste and abuse at the Department of Defense. 

Sincerely, 

United States Senator 
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·1ftnitcd ~rates ~rnntc 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-EOSO 

February 13. 2009 

The Honorable Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Seeretary of Defense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Re: Domestic Source Restrictions 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

I have advocated for fuJI and open competition in the defense industrial base for 
Department of Defense development and procurement programs, and maintain that statutory 
limits on competition produce suboptimal acquisition outcomes for the warfighter and taxpayer. 
I am aware that the Department has authorities to internally impose restrictions on competition, 
.in the interest of national security. 

Please provide me with the Department's general position on statutory domestic source 
restrictions and briefly detail what authorities the Department has to impose agency~wide 
domestic source restrictions. 

I look forward to your response. 

John McCain 
United States Senator 

CC: Mr. Gary Powell, Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Industrial Policy (Acting) 

111m 



CARl lEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMA-N 

EDWARD M. KENNEO'V, MASSACHUSETIS 
ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VtAGINIA. 
JOSE~~ t LIEBERMAN. OONNECnCIJ1 
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND 
OANIEL K AKAKA. HAWAii 
BILL NELSON. FLORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NE:BRASKA 
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA 
JIM WEBB. VIRGINIA 
CLAIRE McCASKill, MISSOURI 
MARK UDALL. COlORADO 
KAVA. HAGAN. NORTH CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROlAND W. BUARJS, ILUNOlS 

JOHN McC,&II.IN, AFUZONA 
JAMES M. !NHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS, ALAbAMA 
SAXBY CH~MBLISS. GEORGIA 
LINDSEY G~AHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA 
JOHN THVi"'E, SOUTH D.~KOTA 
MEL MAAnNEZ. FlORIDA 
ROGER F. V~CKEA. MISSISSIPPI 
RICHARD BIJRR, NORTH CAROLINA 
DAVID VITIEA.lOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLUNS. MAINE 

RICI-IAilD D. DEBOEII:$. STAFF ~AECTOA 
JOSE"" W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF ~!RECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

<tinitcd ~cates ~cnatc 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 10, 2009 

This letter is to request assistance for two Armed Services Committee Professional 
Staff Members, Richard W. Fieldhouse and Dana W. White, to travel by commercial 
aircraft to Dayton, Ohio during the period February 19-20, 2009. 

The purpose of their trip will be to visit the National Air and Space Intelligence 
Center (NASI C) at Wright-Patterson AFB in order to receive intelligence briefings on 
ballistic missile threats and developments and to discuss related matters with NASIC 
analysts. It is requested that the Department of the Air Force be assigned as the action 
agent for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 11 08(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 
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... nie~i~~. 
The WhiteHouse 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW · 
Washingtoil,DC 20SO(): :. 

Deai-Mr. Presid.ent, 
: . . ' ' . 

Fot many· years I have been deeply concerned about the ongQing criSis. in Somalut 
and the Potential fOr greater ill$tability in the Hom of Africa, as well as ·the· threat 
this situation poses to our nationai security. OVer die .last three years, 1 have 

· c6nsistentiy called on the exeeutive branch to develop a comprehtmsive 
interagency.strategy.toward Soiti8lia. In 2006, I wrote legislation, passed by 
Congress,. requiring the administration to develop such a strategy. However.· 
despite these efforts, th~ previous administration maintam~d il disjointed .. and 
sh9rt·sip'ted appr<meh.·towardSomaliatbatwas counterproductive and ted.to 
in•ed anti-Americ~.in the region. As a result, the situation in Somalia bas .. 
deterio~ und.ermining ot!r national security goals, including counterterrOrism: 

I was pleased to bear ftom Secretary Clinton and Ambassador:Rice at their 
r:espectiv~ conti~ati~ Q~ ~they understand the strategic import:ance of · 
St)malia and.that your adJninistradon is.committed to.dcveloping a comprehensive .. 
Sttategy to 8ddfess·this crisis. I loOk forward to working. With the-State . 
Dej>ai"tmerit 'in this regar4. Just as important, however; is the integmtfon of all oi.ir 
natio.qat security resources, i~luding thaseofthc Departplent-ofDe(ense and the · .. 
Intelligence ·CommUnity; into one coherent strategy. Uilf~ately, whil~ the 
legislation passed by Congress·requires an annual inte~gency strategy, tl1C reports . 
Pf'OVlded to Congress by·the ~ Adrilmistration addressed only diplomatiG 

.. activity.. · 
. . . 

In ~ .. lsent a cl~sified letterralsing numerous ·questions ~ut inter~~CY 
.cooidination.and strategy and ~ .. ~ling. that ~eSe issues be inCluded in classified. 

•. annexes, to the coilgrCssh,>lullly· ~uired fe:port. The Bush Admirus~OD . 
respb~ded· <>nty by of'ferin&. disjbinted and·iticomplete brietmgs. As you $.eek a. 

. new mi4 more effeetive way fonwrd,. I urge ·YOU ·to bring together.all. elements of 
.. th:e l].s: 89\'enimerttin one.ooherentstrategy .and to do so .in close cooidination 
· with ·CongresS.· Iri tlnlt ieSpect, I look forward to w~g \Vith yi;>ii 01l the . · · ·· · 

classified, as well as llncla$Sified, elements. of a comprehensive sti"aiegy toward; 
. SQmalia and the H.oin.of Africa. · · · 

. o· ~' sms­
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The ·tieec:t to c:tev~lop ·an4 ~pl~ment tl new ap"pro@A is urgent. The successful • . 
election of a new preSident ),y the Ttansitional Federal Goverim1entparlian)¢nt i$ ~ 
major~~P f~d.fortbe DjibQuti process ~d presents a signifieant:opp()rt:utt,ity • 
.I believe expanded U,S. support for thls process n'mst be. a= ceritral: component of · 
.. our stl'ateiY.t and there exists a window during whith high'-leve~ sustained u.s .. 
· engagement could help Som~ia overcome the·many challenges t() peace and : 
stability. 

I l1let President Sheik Sharif during my visit to the region in Decem])er and he · 
eXpressed his co.Minitm~t to an inclusive process to unite .Somalia. Encouragillg · 
and helping hjm to deliver on that eXpressed commitment. Will be crucial if ~e . 

· ... proces,s is to effectively translate into seauity on the ground and lead to the 
deveJopment:of a functional goverrirrlent and: the rule oflaw. As you·well know, . 
past attempts to forma unity government have failed .because they were 
perceived-;-'""'whether acourately.or not-as :favoring one clan or political 
constituency o:Ver others. · · · 

. . . 

Filially, 1f we are to .support the Djibouti pr®ess and pursue an effective overall .. 
strategy': it :is csscm.tittl that. we. deal diree,ty with our credibility deficit in Somitlia, 

: -~ previ()us adJninistration's approach has spurred. widespread public iesentment 
· and mistrust tQwar:d the United .Siate~ which h~ 1~d to inci'eased. suspicion about . 
: u.s: intentions· •. ThiS mistrUst undermines our ability to engage c00str1lctively 

with dUlerentparties. D~g the.first roon@ls ofyo\tr adminiStration,Tbelieve . 
you luiVe: a unique opportUnity to change this. perception .. To· that en~ I ur_gtryou 

. to consider riullqng a pUblic. unequivocal statem~t tbat you W.tend to ·make a. clear . 
· .. · break fr.om past:policie$ ~ SoMali~ I believe doing so could.make :a · · · 

.. tremendous impressiOn on ordinaey Somali~ and ~ly .advance u.s~ public .. 
· • diplotnacy· effOrts in the Hom· ,of Africa $1d acro.ss ·the MU$llm .world.·: 

I appreciate yow oonsidetation oftbese suggesti~·and .more importantly, yo~ · 
•inistration~s commitment to address the ongoing crisis in Somalia. :I look 
forward to working tOgether- to develop and pursue a comprehensive-interagency 

· strategy that brings stability to 1he regi()rr and advances U .S.long-term security 
i1l~erests. · · · · · · 

···. ··L·~·~· ~~:~~---:· .. _: . " ..... ·. : ~ . . :. . . 

. • • Ru$eJl~. Fclngold : .: · . .: ·-: : . - . . . . . . · . 
United States'Senator · 



..... . '"" "., 

cc.: The 'aonorable Hi1l8i:y Clinton 
s·. ·ofState . 
. ~ . 

The H~Ot'able;Ro\)ert Gates ... 
· ·Secret .. , of Defense· ''. ary ' . 

. , The HQriorabl~ DenniS Blair ... 
Di~or::QfN~Onai Intelli~ence • 
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN. CHAIRMAN 

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MA.SSACHUSEns 
ROBERT C. BYf\0, WEST VIRGINIA 
JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT 
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND 
DANIH K. AKAKA. HAWAJI 
BILL NELSON, FLORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA 
EVAN BAVH, INDIANA 
JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA 
CLAIAE McC4SKILL. MISSOURI 
M4RK UDALL, COLORADO 
KAY A. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH.ALASKA 
ROLAND W. BURfUS, ILLINOIS 

JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA 
JAMES M.INHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS, AlABAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA 
LINDSEY GRAI-fAM. SOUTH CAROLINA 
JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEL MARnN EZ. FLORIDA 
ROGER f. WICKER. MISSISSIPPI 
RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROUI\IA 
DAVID VITIER, LOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 

RICHARD D. DEBOBES. STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEf'!< W. BOWAB, REPUBUCAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinittd ~tatrs ~matt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 6, 2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 390t S. 390, to expand the authority of the 
Secretary of the Air Force to convey certain relocatable military housing units to Indian 
tribes located in Idaho and Nevada. I am forwarding this legislation to you for your 
review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. 

Enclosures 

=o/~ 
evin 

Chainnan 

11111111111' 



CARl LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN 

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETIS 
ROBERT C. BYRD. WEST VIRGIIIIIA 
JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN. CONNECTICUT 
JACK REED, RHODE ISlAND 
OAIIIIEL K. AKAKA. HAWAII 
BILL NELSON, FLORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NElSON, NEBRAS~A 
EVAN 8AYH, INDIANA 
JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA 
ClAIRE McCASKilL. MISSOURI 
MARK UDAlL. COLORADO 
KAYR. HAGAN, N~TH CAROliNA 
MARK BEGICH.AlASKA 
ROLAND VV. BURRIS, ILLINOIS 

JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA 
JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA 
liNDSEY GRAHAM. SOOTH CAROUNA 
JOHN TI'UNE. SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEL MARTINEZ. FLORIDA 
ROGER F. WICKER. MISSISSIPP1 
RICHARD BURR, rYORTH CAROliNA 
DAVID VITTER. LOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLUNS, MAIN£ 

RICHARD D. DEBOBES. STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBliCAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinitcd ~tatts ~cnatc 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 13, 2009 

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Committee on 
Anned Services, Senator Mel Martinez plans to travel to Belgium during the period 
March 20·22, 2009. Mrs. Kitty Martinez will accompany Senator Martinez for protocol 
purposes and at no expense to the U.S. Government. Senator Martinez will be 
accompanied by Tom Weinberg, his personal staffer who has been designated to the 
Senate Anned Services Committee. 

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in 
providing such transportation. including the use of foreign carrier and military air 
transportation, as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the 
Air Force could be designated as the action agency for this travel. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

:r;;~ 
Chairman 



CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN 

EDWARD M. K..ENNEOV, MASSACHUSETTS 
ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA 
JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN. CONNECTICUT 
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND 
DANIEL K AKAKA, HAWAll 
BILL NELSON, FLORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON. NEBRASKA 
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA 
JIM WEBB. VIRGINIA 
CLAIRE Mct:"ASKILl, MISSOURI 
MARK UDALL, COlORADO 
KAY R HAGAN, NORTH CAROUNA 
MARK BEGICH, AlASKA 
ROL.ANO W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS 

.JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA 
JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS. ALABAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA 
LINDSEY GRAHAM. SOUTH CAROliNA 
JOHN THUNE, SOUTH OAI<OTA 
MEL. MARTINEZ, FLORIDA 
ROGER f. WICKER, MISSSSIPPI 
RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA 
DAVID VIITER, LOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 

RICHARD D O.BOBES. STAFF OIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN SiAFF OIRECTOIR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ttnitro ~tatcs ~cnat£ 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 18, 2009 

This letter is to request assistance for Dana W. White, Professional StaffMember 
on the Senate Committee on Armed Services, to travel via commercial aircraft to Kings 
Bay, Georgia on February 19, 2009. 

The purpose of her trip will be to visit Kings Bay in order to tour and receive 
briefings on the Trident submarine and refurbishing of the DG-5. It is requested that the 
Department of the Navy be assigned as the action agent for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 11 08(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

mly;._ 
evin 

Chairman 

II~ I 



CARl LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN 

EDWARO M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSfTIS 
ROBERT C. SVRO, WEST VIRGINIA. 
JOSEPH l.liEBERM~N. CONNECTICUT 
J~CK REED. RHODE ISLAND 
DANIEL K. AICAKA,. HAWAU 
BILL NELSON. FliDAIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON. NEBRASI<.A 
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA 
JIM WEBB. VIRGINIA 
CLAIRE McCASKILL, MISSOURI 
M"RK UDALL. COLORADO 
MY R HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROlAND W BURRts, llLlNOIS 

JOrtN MCCAIN, ARIZONA 
JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
JEFf SESSIONS, ALABAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA 
LINDSEY GRAH.W, SOUTH CAROLINA 
JOHN THUNE. SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEL MARTINEZ, FlORIDA 
ROGER F. WICKER. MISSISSIPPI 
RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA 
DAVID VmER, lOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 

RICHARD 0. Dr:BOBES, S'TAFF DIRI;CTOR 
JOSEPH W BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinitrd ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 13, 2009 

This letter is to request assistance for Arun A. Seraphin, Professional Staff 
Member on the Senate Committee on Armed Services, to travel via commercial aircraft 
Michigan on February 19-20, 2009. 

The purpose of his trip will be to visit the Army Armaments Research and 
Engineering Center (ARDEC) in Warren, Michigan to receive briefings on Army 
armaments research programs. It is requested that the Department of the Army be 
assigned as the action agent for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

Pii~ 
Chairman 



CARL LEVIN, MlCHrGAN, CHAIRMAN 

EDWARC M. KE:NNeDY. MASSACHUSETIS 
ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA 
JOSEPH I. liEBERMAN. CONNECTICUT 
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND 
DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAII 
SILL NELSON, FLORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASI(A. 
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA 
JIM WEB8, VIRGINIA 
ClAIRE McCASKILL, MISSOURI 
MARK UDALL COLOAAOO 
KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROUNA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROLAND W. BURIUS, ILLINOIS 

JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA 
JAMES M. INHOF€, OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA 
liNDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA 
JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEL MARTINEZ, FtORIDA 
ROGER F, WICKER, MISSISSIPPI 
RICHARD EIURR, NORTH CAROLINA 
DAVID VITTER, LOUISIAIIIA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 

RICHARD D_ OEBOBES. STAFF DIRECTO-R 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ilnitrd ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051G-6050 

February 13,2009 

This letter is to request assistance for Arun A. Seraphin and Michael J. Noblet, 
Professional Staff Members on the Senate Committee on Anned Services, to travel via 
commercial aircraft Michigan on February 17, 2009. 

The purpose of their trip will be to visit the Army Tank-Automotive Research 
Development and Engineering Center (TARDEC) in Warren, Michigan to receive 
briefings on Army vehicle and energy research programs. It is requested that the 
Department of the Army be assigned as the action agent for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. ll08(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

m~~lD .... · 
'j'Jt~ 
Chairman 



CARl. LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN 

EDWARD M. KI:NNI:DY, MASSACHUSETIS JOl-IN McCAIN, ARIZONA 
ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
JOSEPH I. UEBERMAN, CONNtCTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, AtASAMA 
JACK REED, RHOOE ISLANC SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA 
DANIEll<.. At<.AKA, HAWAII LINDSE"f' GllAHAM, SOL.lTii CAROLINA 
BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOlA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBAASKA MEL MAFITrNU, FLORIDA 
EVAN 6AVH, INDIANA ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI 
JIM WE:;BB, VIRGINIA RICHARD BUAR. NORTH CAROl-INA 
CLAIRE Mr.CASKill.. MISSOURI DAVID \/ITIER, LOUISIANA 
MARl( UDALL COLORADO SUSAN M. COU..INS, MAINE 
KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH. ALASKA 
ROLAND VII BURRIS, ILLINOIS 

RICHARD 0 D~BOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSE PH W BOWAB. REPUBUCAN STAFF OIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301~1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinittd ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SEFtviCES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 13,2009 

This letter is to request assistance for Arun A. Seraphin, Professional Staff 
Member on the Senate Committee on Armed Services, to travel via commercial aircraft 
Michigan during the period February 16~17, 2009. 

The purpose of his trip will be to visit the Army Tank:~Automotive Research 
Development and Engineering Center (T ARDEC) in Warren, Michigan to receive 
briefings on Army vehicle and energy research programs. It is requested that the 
Department of the Army be assigned as the action agent for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 11 08(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

Chairman 

OSD 01798-09 
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN 

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSj:::TTS 
ROBERT C. BY~D. WEST VIRGINIA 
JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN, CONNECnCUT 
JAO< REED. RHODE ISLAND 
DANIEL K. AIU>J(A. HAWAit 
B!U NELSON, FLORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON. NEBRASKA 
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA 
JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA 
CLAIFIE McCASK;IlL, MISSOUAI 
MAflK UDALL. COLORADO 
KAVA. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROLAND W. BURRIS. I LUNOIS 

JOHN UcCA.IN, ARlZONA 
JAMES M.INHOFE. OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA 
LINDSEY GRAHAM. SOUTH CAROUNA 
JOHN THUNE, SOUTI< DAKOTA 
MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA 
ROGER F. WICKER. MISSISSIPPI 
RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA 
DIWIOVITIER,lOUISIAI\IA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 

RIC!IARD D. D>BOBES. STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tlnitnl ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 13, 2009 

This letter is to request assistance for Lucian L. Niemeyer, Professional Staff 
Member on the Senate Committee on Armed Services, to travel via commercial aircraft 
Georgia during the period February 16-20, 2009. 

The purpose of his trip will be to visit Forts McPherson, Stewart and Gordon in 
Georgia to review installation requirements, BRAC implementation efforts, and to 
receive briefmgs on local readiness issues. It is requested that the Department of the 
Army be assigned as the action agent for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 11 08(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

Carl Levin 
Chairman 

1~111 



CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN 

EDWARO M. KIENN~DV, MASSACHUSE:TTS 
ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA 
JOSEPI-41. l.IE8ERMAN, CONNECTICUT 
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND 
bANlEL K. AKAKA. HAWAII 
BILL NELSON. FLORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSOr-.1, NEBR.O.SKA 
EVAN BA YH, INDIANA 
JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA 
CLAIRE McCASKill, MISSOURI 
MARK UDALL, COLORADO 
KAY P.. HAGAN, NOfHH CAROUNA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILUNOIS 

JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA 
JAME:S M. INHOFE. OI<I.AHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBUSS, GEORGIA 
LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROL.INA 
JOHN 1HUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEL MARTINE2, fLORIDA 
ROGE:R F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI 
RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROliNA 
DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 

RICHARD 0. J:>;BOBES. STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tlnitro i'tatcs ~cnatc 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 13, 2009 

This letter is to request assistance for Arun A. Seraphin, Professional Staff 
Member on the Senate Committee on Armed Services, to travel via commercial aircraft 
New Jersey on February 19-20, 2009. 

The purpose of his trip will be to visit the Anny Armaments Research and 
Engineering Center (ARDEC) in Picatinny, New Jersey to receive briefings on Army 
armaments research programs. It is requested that the Department of the Army be 
assigned as the action agent for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 11 08(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

erely~ 

evin 
Chainnan 

OSD 01801-09 
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CH41AMAN 

• EDWARD ~E:NNEDY, Pot!ASSACHliSETTS 
ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST \!IRGINIA 
JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT 
JACK REED, RHODE ISlAND 
DANIEL IC AIUI.KA, HA.WA.II 
BILL NELSON. FLORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON, f"tE9RASI<A 
EVAN BAVH, INDIANA 
JIM WEBB, VlRGINIA 
ClAIRE McCASK1LL, MISSOURI 
MARK lll>All. COLORADo 
KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH l:AROUNA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROLJ\NO W. BURRIS, ILUr.QIS 

JOliN MCCAIN, AAIZONA 
JAMES M. INHOFE. OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS, AlABAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBliSS. GEORGIA 
L.INCSE:Y GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA 
JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEL MARnNE2. A.OAIDA 
ROGER f. WICKER. MISSISSIPPI 
RICHARD BlJAR, NORTH CAROLINA 
DAVID VInER, LOUISIANA 
SUSAN M, COLUNS, MAINf 

RICHARD D. DEBOEJES. STAFF DIREClOR 
JOS~PH W. BOWAB, AEPUBUCAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tlnitro ~tatcs ~tnatc 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 17,2009 

On February 13, 2009, I wrote the attached letter to you regarding the travel plans 
of Arun A. Seraphin, Professional Staff Member on the Senate Committee on Armed 
Services. 

Please be advised that the dates of travel have changed to February 18-19,2009. 

Your continued assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

Enclosure 

S"cerel~ 

arl Levin 
Chairman 

OSD 01802-09 
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~A~ SANDERS 
~TfDt 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
SecretarY· of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washingto~ D.C 20301--1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON. DC 20510 

February 23, 2009 

We. urge you to implement an.hnpol1ant program that addreSses a critical health need for . 
ournation's.military personn~~ ~d th~ir families. The Department ofDef~Jl$e (DOD) 
should confonn to .the itttent of Congress and establish a .comprehensive smOking 
~ation benefit pro~. 

Development and Implementation of a comprehensive smoking cessation program was 
mandl®.d by-~Natiomd Defei'ISeAuthorizati<)n Actof2008 (PL-ll0-417). N; our 
nation works to i-mprove preventive medicine-. we must ensure that members 1.>four 
milit$cy and th~t fmmlies aw:.atfo~-the -~t c~re avtiil$le .. A.~ tmaeted, l~l year1s 
defense bill stipUlates that the·OOD establish a-smo.kiitg cessation·progtam t9 include 
-counseling..,wrltten edueational materials aboti.ttbe adverse etr•·oftobaceo use; a toll· 
free 24 ho~ .. quit"' hotline, and access to lobaceo· repl~.ent thetapy ~d other 
pharmaceuticals· at no cosi. The law also required the Department of Def-ense to submit 
to the HoUSe arid Senate Armed S_ervices Committees a plan within 90 days of 
enactment, and to implement.that plan within 180 days. Although the 90-day planning 
period expired on January 14 • .2009. no such-implementation plan·~~ been submitted. 

Tobacco U:?e i~ the,foremostpreventable causeofpremature.death in America. It causes 
more than 46.0~:000 deaths in the United States each·year and approximately 8.6 million 
.Americans have chronic illnesses related to smoking. The financial oost of tobacco use 
is tremendOus; total public and·private health' care expenditures caused by smoking 
amount to $96:7 billion annually. Furthermore. there is a signifleant payoff for 
a<ldressing this health crisis· early in peQple~s lives .. Quitting by the age of30 eliminates 
virtually all risks associated with smoking. Smokers Whl) quit before the ~e of 50 c~ 
cut.in half th~ir risk ofdyin~ ftoin smoking related illnesses over .the ensuing i 5 years. 

The Depanment .or Defense-has oper~ted.a suecessful smoking cessation pilot program in 
several $t~s since 2006. Unfortutlately, me nmjori.n' of ~ur inili~ry pcr$onnel and their 
families, including·those who are stationed overseas are currently excluded from -these 
opportunities. 

We aslc-thilt you ·e:x:ert yom·~~ ~ersh.ip to swiftly provide a.oompre'M.~Jive 
smoking cessation. progrru:n. to all military per:Sonnel and. Tricare parti¢ipant$. Tllis 



~_shOUld also be: fully fUnde4 iu;lt1 adtq-ly staff~. · OOD:ean aci~vQ tong·term 
sa\l.fug$ through preventive health measures .like· sMOking oessatioo pro.gtams. More 
ithpottant, we ct.m sei~· the opportunity to impiQY~'-~ quality :of life for our serVice 
members, who so firitbfuliy serve our natioD.t and their families, 

Thank you for your attention to this important issue. Pie• Consider Peter Tyler (Senator 
Sanders~ 224-5141) as the staff contact.. 

Sineerely, 

ll~r4 ..... -c..~ 
BERNARD SANDERS 
Umt«t··swtes Senator United States Senator 
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<Cangn~~s nf tl!e llniteo ~tat.eti 
Ulus·!riugtnu, BG.I ?O:Sl~ 

The Ho110rable :Robert M. Oates 
Secretary of Defense 
Depanment of Def.ense 
I 000 Defense PentagOn 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 23,2009 

141 0 02 

We u:e ~Titins to request that you promptly and fully distribute authorized compensation to members of 
ow Armed Forces whose service bas been eXtended by the Depanmem of Defense's stop loss policy. 

Over the past seven years. ·over 160,000 military personnel have bad their service-duty contl11Cts 
extended due to stop loss orders. Today, there are over 12,000 soldiers in Lhe active Aimy, Army Reserve and 
Army National G.uard who remain on active duty beyond \heir scheduled separa.tion date as a result of stop lw.:;. 
This policy especially impacts me National Guard and Reservists, many of whom ha.ve already been deployed 
much longer than J:hey expected. This is why v.oe imroduced legislation in the 1 1 o•b. Congress to provide 
payments to service members for each month they are extended as a result of stop loss. 

On September 30, 200B, the Consolida"ted Securicy, Disaster Assistance, and ContinuiD.¥ Approp-riations 
Act, 2009 was signed into·la.w (P.L. 110·329). The bill provided that all military personn=l that have haci th~ir 
service duty contracts involuntarily e.xtended due: to stop loss orders, during Fiscal Year 2009 will rec:eive ·. 
compensa1ion. Th~ bill also allocated S12 million for the compensation, thus providing enough to compensate 
each soldier with the full $500 amou11t. 

It has been nearly five months sint:e the bill was signed inro law and Stop loss compensation payments 
have yet to be distributed. We urge you to work with die House e.nd Senate Appropriations Defense 
Su.'bcommittees to develop a thorough and appropriate disbursement plan as quic;kly as possible to fulfill the 
Department's obligations under P.L. 110-329. Our soldiers are heroically and bravely defending our country 
abroad, and they are awaiting the much-deserved recognition and compemation for the unforeseen sacri:fi.ce so 
many have been called on ro perfonn. 

I 

Thank you for your prompt attention and your consideration of this &J1'!portant request. 

Sincerely, 

1 •o •., o 1! '"~N oot• .,~ ,•0 ''r '., 



RUSSELL D. FEINGOLD 
WISCONSIN 

506 HAIIT SENATE OFFICE BuiLDING 

WASHING~, DC 20510 
(202122~3 

(2021 224-1280 ITDDI 
feingolcLsenate..gov 

tintttd i)tatrs ~rnatr 

CoMMITTEE OfC 1>11 BuDGET 

COMMITI'U ON FQIII!JGN R!lATIOtoS 

COMMITTE£ ON THE JUDICWIY 

SEUCT COMMITTEE ON iom.LUOENCE 

DEMOCRATIC POLICY COMMITTEE 

The Honorable &aberi·6ltes 
Sec~ofD~ense ·· 
1 000.~/cmse Pentagdn. 
w~n.~ o~,zoJGt~tooo 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4904 

•, ... 
-, .·. 

FEB 2 0 axl9 

Tb.anJt you for }tout ~fforts to prevent suielde and to rtdUce the stigma associated with. 
mental health concerns among those who serve our nation in unifonn. I write to express 
my concern about the record high rate of suicides among soldiers, and to ask that you 
reconsider the Department's policy of deploying those with mental health concerns, 
including PTSD, to war zones and to treat these concerns in theater rather than 
redeploying those struggling with these issues. 

I would appreciate it if you could inform me about any plans the Department has to 
respond to the record high rate of suicides among soldiers. Furthermore, I would like to 
know how the Department has factored the issue of high rates of mental health concerns, 
including PTSD, into its deployment plans. As the Department prepares plans to 
redeploy from Iraq and increase the number of troops in Afghanistan, I urge you to take 
into consideration the Army and Marine Corps studies which have found that repeat 
deployments increase the rate of mental health problems among service members. 

Mental health professionals who serve in the VA system in the state of Wisconsin have 
told me of their concern about the repeat deployments of those struggling with PTSD and 
I continue to hear from service members who do not feel that the advice of their doctors 
is taken seriously by their commanders. I urge you to consider a more aggressive policy 
of identifYing those with severe mental health concerns who should not be deployed or 
should be redeployed. Please consider requiring a physician's certification before 
deploying any service member that deployment will not exacerbate the mental health 
concerns of any service member who has screened positive for PTSD or any other mental 
health concern during a post-deployment health screening or similar exam. We cannot 
bring down the suicide rate if we do not address this underlying issue. 

Thank you for your consideration .. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Russell D. Feingold 
United States Senator 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gales 
Sec~ of Defense 
IOOf> Def~ Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary; 

tlnittd ~tatm ~matt 
COMMmEE ON ARMED SEJMCES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051o-f050 

Febi'U8l')' 24, 2009 

Recent press reports sugcst lhat the Administration Is contempladDg a near1y 20~pm:ent 
reduction in funding for tho Missile Deferusc: Agency in Fiscal Year 2010. WhUe I realize the compotition 
for funding ,1111ong defense programs will be ln~ 1 rcspoctlblly caution tbo Department 1hat it would 
be im~dcrl.t to t.ako any pAmarure action with respect to missile defenre before the <lOUlpletioo of 
important pOlicy reviews, such as the Nuelcar Posturt Review, the Quadnllnlal Defonso Review, and the 
review ofbellisti<: missile defense pOl~ and s~ mandated by Soction 234 of the DunQan Huntw 
National Defense Autborimion Aetfor Fiscal Year2009 (Public Law ll0-417). To precipitously reduce 
funding for missile defense by some S2.0 bllUon, as reported. would prejudge the outcome ofdteso 
important reviews. 

ln the course of making a CNo for roduced spending Ql1 mi.~sile dofemo, some of my 4JOiieaaues 
have arsued for greater focus on theater missile dofonse systems, such as Aegia BMD, THAAD, and 
PAC-3. Whllc I concur with the neod to field these capabilities in nwnbors suftioient to oounter tho 
srowing thrtat. I would caution the administradon against increased funding for these pr~ at thcJ 
expense of tho defense of United States twritoly and population. Section 223 of~e John Warnor National 
DefenSe~ Aud10rization Atrt for Fiscal Year 2007 (Public Law I 09-364). explicitly states that priority 
should be given to the ground-based midcourse defense (GMD) system in addition to tile at'oromentioned 
theater missile defense systems. 

The GMO program is modest in scope -only 44 ground-bad interceptor missiles fielded in 
Alaska 2111d California. Noarty sixty percent of the interceptors have been fielded with lhe remaining 
under contract. Thoreforo, 1 believe it would be extremely unwiso not to field the remaining interceptors, 
so c:ritical to our nation·s safety and security, by the 2013 schedule that was approved by the Consms. 
Moreover. it is tho only defensive system we will have ill plac:e over tho next I 0 to 1 S years to provide a 
m;Uuro ofprotcction for tile American people against long-range threats from North Kon:a and Iran. 
Thero is no lleck~up system. As such, wo mu.st comploto tke planned fielding. QOntinue to test 11K1 
improve the system over time, and explore enabling teohnolol)' 1hat wiJJ increase the cost-offoctivenesa of 
the OMD systwn agajnst future. uncertain tbrelds. J strongly believe~ that any funding red~ns that · 
would jeopardize these objectives would bo met with strong opposition. 

With respect to the dclfense of our NATO allies. may I also bring to )'OUT attention Section 22.9 of 
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2003 (Public Law 110..181). which established 
the .. policy of the United States 10 develop, test, and deploy as soon as tecllnoJogically feasible. in 
coojunot\on with ali~ and friendly ~ountriea whcmwe~r 'J)OIISlbte, an offecti"Ye defense against tho 
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[ballistic missilo] threat from Iran" to the United States and its NATO aUies. On 3 April 2001. the Heads 
of States and GQvemmnts participating in the North Atlantic Coweil in Buchatest. RomWlia issued a 
declaration in support of rhe deplo)'111ont or a missile cfefenso capability in Buropo. The declaration 
stated, "We therefore rcccpise the substantial contributioo to 1he protedkm of AUics from long-ran.ge 
ballistic: missiles to bo provided by the planned deployment of EuropcaD-basod Un lted State. missilo 
defen<:c~assots.~ As such, I would caution the Administndioll aphwt maldns auy decisions that mia:ht 
negatively impact the existing missile defense agreemeuts between the United States and its European 
allies until tbe matter has been fully vetted and thO views of OW' European allies taken into account. 

I believe funding for our missile defense proarams enjoys near-consensus in Congress, especially 
witbin lbe defertSC committees. Over the last two years, for eumpkt, the not reduction to the presidant's 
request for missile defense programs was llpproxJmately 3-pcn;ent. which is an indication that wo have 
moved beyond Jhc polities ofmiuile dofense. A 20.porcont reduction~ as reported in the press. bowevor 
would asain politicize missile defeDllle at a time wbon our missile defense capabilities are oomin& on line. 

fn closing. I would note that earlier this month Iran successfilll:y launched a .satellite into space. 
Additionally, we con1inue to read press repOrts that North Korea is making preparations for a similar 
launch this wock. Given those actions and th~ threat they represent. it is dimubins that the Administration 
would cootemplate sipi.tlcant reductions to our missile defense progra1111 at tbe very time 01U' potential 
adversaries ere demonttrating the ability to roach U.S. territory and tbat of out allies with ballilllic 
missiles. The Arnerioan people, I am suro, will draw their own conclusions. 

~~-·~ 
Ranking Manbcr 
Subcommittee on Stratepc FotWS 
Committee on Annod Services 

cc: Honorable Peter R. Om.ag, Director, Offico ofMimagemenl and Buc:IFt 
Honorable ~obn YOUll& UDder Secretary of Defense for Acquisition. Technology, and Logistics 
Honorablo Michelle Flournoy. Under Seemary of Defense for Poliey 
Oenoral James Cartwri~ Vice Cltainnan, Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Central Kevin Chilton, Commander, U.S. Slndegic Commind 
LioutenAnt·Oeneral Patrick o•Rcilly. Director, Missile Defense Agency 



JOHNCORNYN 
TEXAS 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 2030 1·1 000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

~-. ) 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051()-4305 

February 4, 2009 

spent more than thirty years supporting the United States Anny· and Air Force in San 
...... , ...... ,o and throug)lout Texas. Durin& this time she generously volunteered both physically and 
fiDanciaUy, to Fort Sam Houston, Lackland and Randolph Air Force Bases, Brook Army Medical 
Center, the U.S. Anny All American Bow~ innumerable Wounded Warrior events, and United 
Service Organizatio_ns (USO), as well ~untless other military organizations and alliances in 
the San Antonio area. After reviewingf(ti}(&f ressive contributions to service members 
aQd their fiunilies, I believe her work merits this prestigious award. 

I eneourage you to give ( )(&) omination every possible consideration. Please do not 
hesitate to ·contact Paul Taylol', of my staff, ifl may be of further assistance at 202-224-2430. 

?J~av-r 
United States Senator 



EDWARD M. KENNEDY 
MASSAcHUSETTS 

tinittd ~tatm ~rnatt 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510--2101 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 25, 2009 

I'm writing to request your support for the continued development and 
procurement of the Joint Strike Fighter Alternate engine by including it in your Defense 
Budget submission for Fiscal Year 2010. 

To do so would be in compliance with existing law and in keeping with the clear 
justification provided by Congress. As you know, Congress has supported the 
development and procurement of an alternative propulsion system for the Joint Strike 
Fighter for over a decade. It's my belief that such a competition is essential to obtaining 
these systems at the lowest possible price, and that this competition will likely lead to 
increased performance and overall savings throughout the life cycle of the program. 

To date, the Alternate Fighter Engine Team has perfonned admirably, as 
demonstrated by the "exceptional" award fee ratings it has consistently received. It 
remains on budget and on schedule, which is a significant accomplishment when 
compared to other major development programs in the Department. 

Much of the development is now complete. Less than 30% of the overall 
development costs for the engine will remain after this year, and production funding has 
already been appropriated to enable deliveries to be made in Fiscal Year 2012. 

1 hope very much that the Department will continue to fund the development and 
procurement of the Alternative engine for the Joint Strike Fighter in Fiscal Year 2010. 

Sincerely, 

Edward M. Kennedy 
U.S. Senator 



CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN 

EDWARD M. KENNELlY, MASSACHUSETTS 
ROBeRT C BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA 
JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN, CONNECOCUT 
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND 
OAI\UEL K AICAKA. HAW-'ll 
BilL NElSON. FLORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NE.L.SON, NEBRASKA 
EVAN BAYH,INDIANA 
JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA 
ClAIFIE Mt:CASKILL, MISSOURI 
MARK UDAll. COLORADO 
KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROliNA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROlAND W. BURRIS, tUtNOIS 

JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA 
JAMES M.INHDFE, OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA 
LINOSEV GRAHAM, SOU1'H CAROLINA 
JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEL MARnNEZ, FLORIDA 
ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI 
RICJ.IAFID BURR, NORTM CAROLINA 
DAVID VITIER, LOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 

RICHARD D. D<BOBES, STArr DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF OIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ilnitrd ~tatts »matt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 23, 2009 

This letter is to request assistance for Arun A. Seraphin and Paul C. Hutton IV, 
Professional Staff Members on the Senate Committee on Armed Services, to travel via 
military van to Dahlgren, Virginia on February 27, 2009. 

The purpose of their trip will be to visit NA VSEA Dahlgren in order to receive 
briefings and view demonstrations of Navy applied research activities. It is requested 
that the Department of the Navy be assigned as the action agent for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

m~/.-
C evm 
Chairman 



CARL LEI/IN, MICHIGAN. CHAIRMAN 

EDWA~D M, I(E~NEDY, MA$$ACHUSEITS 
ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA 
JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN. CONNECTICUT 
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND 
DANIEL K. AKAI<A, HAWAII 
B4U NELSON, FLORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA 
EVAN BAYH,INOIANA 
JIM WEBB. VIRGINIA 
CLAJAE McCASI(JLL. MISSOURI 
MARK UDALL, COlORADO 
KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA 
MAFIK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROLAND W. 8UA.,IS, IlLINOIS 

JOHN McCAIN. ARIZONA 
JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA 
UNDSE"V GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA 
JOHN THUNE. SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEL MARTINEZ. FLORIDA 
ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI 
RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA 
DAVID VITIER. L.OUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 

RIC~ARD 0. D~BOBES, STAFF01FIECTOr:l 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

<Bnltm ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051D-6050 

February 24, 2009 

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Conunittee on 
Anned Services, Senator James M. Inhofe plans to travel to Germany, Italy, United Arab 
Emirates, Afghanistan, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Rwanda, Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Ghana, Liberia and Morocco during the period April3-ll, 2009. Senator Inhofe will be 
accompanied his wife, Mrs. Kay Inhofe, for protocol purposes and at no expense to the 
government. Senator lnhofe will also be accompanied by Anthony Lazarski, Mark 
Powers, and Ryan Thompson, his personal staff members who have been designated to 
the Committee. 

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in 
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier and military air 
transportation, as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the 
Air Force could be designated as the action agency for this travel. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Chairman 



CARL LEVIN. MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN 

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS 
ROBERT C. BYRD, WI'ST VIRGINIA 
JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN. CONNECTICUT 
JACK REED. RHODE ISLAND 
DANIEl K. AKAKA, HAWAII 
BILL NELSON, FlORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA 
EVAN BAYH,INOIANA 
JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA 
CLAIRE McCASKILL. MISSOIJ"I 
MARK UDALL, COlORADO 
KAY~ HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH, AlASKA 
ROLAND W. BUFiAIS, IlliNOIS 

JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA 
JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS. ALABAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA 
LINDSEV GRAH,I,M, SOUTH CAROLINA 
JOHN lHIJNE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEL MARTINE:Z, FLORIDA 
ROGER F WICKER. MISSISSIPF; 
RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA 
DAVID VmER, lOUISIANA 
SUSAN M, OOLLINS, M,I,INE 

RICHARD D. DEBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUIILICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ilnitcd ~tatrs ~cnatc 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051Q-6050 

February 24,2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies ofS. 454, Weapons Systems Acquisition Refonn Act 
of2009, to improve the organization and procedures of the Department of Defense for the 
acquisition of major weapon systems, and for other purposes. I am forwarding this 
legislation to you for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. 

Enclosures 
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RICHARO D. DEB ODES, STAFf DIAE;CTOA 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 2030 1-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

\lnittd ~tatts ~mate 
COMMITTEE ON AFtMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 25, 2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies ofS. 459, to improve and enhance substance use 
disorder programs for members of the Armed Forces, and for other purposes. I am 
forwarding this legislation to you for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. 

Enclosures 

Carl Levin 
Chairman 



CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN 
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JOSEPH W. BOWAB. REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

1:\nittd ~rates ~mate 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051o-6050 

February 26, 2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 476, Care Affordability for Military Families 
Act, to amend title 10, United States Code, to reduce the minimum distance of travel 
necessary for reimbursement of covered beneficiaries of the military health care system 
for travel for specialty health care. I am forwarding this legislation to you for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. 

Enclosures 
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Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC20510 

February 19, 2009 

I am very pleased to see the great outcome for the Department of Defense in the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) o£2009. · 

SUITE SH-«15 
HAiiT BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

(2021224-3004 

In total, the Department of Defense has $12 billion in funding allocated to various 
programs, with $2.5 billion specifically allocate4 tO.defense-wide programs. I am 

. anxious to see this money moved into the..sjstem to begin to stimulate the 
economy while fulfilling many of the requirements ·ror the Department of Defense. 

I would appreciate if you would provide me a prioritized list of projects the 
Department of Defense plans to fulfill using the $2.5 billion in defense-wide 
allocated 'f\mdi~g. In particular, I would like to see what itrlpacts this money will 
have on installations or projects in Alaska. 

• • ' 0 • 

I look .foi;Waid to yout responst?:-whi.le we· beght :to· ~ake a, ~i:ffetence in our 
ecoooniy and tile future of the Depiliment of Defense. 

. ·_. . .. . 
.. . . . 
' Sincerely, 

. -·~ -- . --· 
· .. · .... · . .. ~- .. : 

. ·:. :. . ............... : :. -

...... 

-~·. '• 
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BYRON L, DORGAN 

I::HAI~MAN 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

i· 

February 12, 2009 

It is my pleasure to invite you to speak to the Senate Democratic Caucus at our annual 
weekend issues conference, which will be held the weekend of May 1, 2009 in Bedford Springs, 
Pennsylvania. 

This is the one time each year that Senate Democrats meet outside of Washington to 
brainstorm and strategize on the most pressing challenges facing our nation. Our Caucus is very 
interested to hear your strategies for addressing the multiple national security challenges facing 
the United States. 

My staff will work with your office to schedule a time for you to speak, either on Friday 
afternoon, May 1 or Saturday morning, May 2. President Obama has confirmed his attendance at 
the conference. 

I know my colleagues will be thrilled if you are able to join us. Pl~e let me know 
whether you will be able to attend, or have your staff contact Chuck Cooper at the Democratic 
Policy Committee at (202) 224-4637. 

Sincerely, 

I 

_) 

UNITE:C STATE;Iiil SE:NATI!: • WASHINGTON, DC: 20S 1 0•7050 • Z02,224,3232 DEMCCRATIS.SENATE,GCV/DPC 
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JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN, CONNEC'I'ICUT 
JACK REED. RHODE ISLAND 
DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAIL 
SILL ~ELSON, FLORIDA 
E. BEIILJAMIN NELSON, NHliiASKA 
EVAN BAYH, IN~ANA 
JIM WEBB. VIRGINIA 
CL.AIRE ~SIIIll._ MISSOURI 
MARK UDAll, COlORADO 
KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROliiiiA 
MARK BEOICH, ALASKA 
ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOLS 

JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA 
JAMES M. INHDFE, OKlAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS. ALABAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBI..ISS, GEORGIA 
UNDS~ GRAl-IA.M, SOUTH CAROLINA 
JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEL MARTINEZ. FLORIDA 
ROGER F. WICKER. MISSISSIPPI 
RICHARD ll(JRR. NORTH CAROLINA 
DAVID VlffiR, LOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COlliNS, MAINE 

RICHARD 0. O~BOf!ES. STAFF OIAECTOA 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB. REPUBliCAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ttnitn1 £'tatrs ~matt 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 28, 2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 504, to redesignate the Department of the Navy 
as the Department of the Navy and Marine Corps. I am forwarding this legislation to you 
for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Depat1ment with reference 
to this legislation. 

Enclosures 

OSD 02240-09 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 2030 1 ~ 1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tlnitcd ~tatcs ~cnatc 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 2, 2009 

On February 13, 2009 I wrote the attached letter to you regarding the travel plans 
of Senator Mel Martinez and his staffer, Tom Weinberg, during the period March 20·22, 
2009. 

This letter is to advise that Mr. Weinberg will no longer be accompanying Senator 
Martinez on this trip. Mr. Dan Fisk, Senator Martinez's staffer who has been designated 
to the Committee on Armed Services, will now be travelling with Senator Martinez. 

I would appreciate your continued support and assistance in connection with this 
travel. 

Enclosures 

[~ 
Carl Levin 
Chairman 
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The Honorable Robert Gates, Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

March 4. 2009 

~002 

720 HART SENAH OFFICE BU1LDINQ 
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FA>!: (Z02) ~012 

www.banMison.senere.gov 

As we face a rapidly deteriorating security situation in Afghanistan and the region, l commend the 
Adnlinistration for shifting our focus to that country and working to develop a strategy to ensure the 
secllrity of the nation. Unfortunately, a greater commitment in Afghanistan will require further 
sacrifice from our country and our men and women in uniform. As such, it is our responsibility to 
ensure that the American people are given a clear objective for the mission in Afghanistan, one 
which contemp1ates defense, diplomacy and development. · 

. 
As the deployments of additional troops are ordered to Afghanistan, I urge you not to forget reeent 
hist<>ry and the difficult lessons learned from the war in Iraq. For too long, our standards to measure 
success there were vaguely defined 

For just that reason, I had pushed for the establishment of 18 benchmarks for America's mission in 
Iraq to measure political, economic and military progress. These benchmarks were included in the 
U.S. Troop Readiness, Veterans• Care, Katrina Recovery, and Iraq Accountability Appropriations 
Actl P.L. 110-28. Likewise, I believe our mission in Afghanistan calls for a system which will allow 
us to objectively gauge our success both militarily and politically. The establishment of a clear 
objective in Afghanistan and the creation of a metric system to track the progress of all mi.ssion­
critical elements will demonstrate to the American people what we hope to accomplish in 
Afghanistan and how we will achieve those goals. 

I applaud the commitment to developing a strategic plan in Afghanistan, one which combines 
military action with a cohesive and strong <liplomatic engagement; and I respectfully urge the 
Adntinistration to develop a series of benchmarks to assess the military and political progress in 
Afghanistan. I believe we have an obligation to our servicemembers to ensure that their sacrifice is 
met with a clear objective and a means to measure success. · 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. I look forward to your response. 

EBN:ajp 
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S4ln. Beajamin L. CardiJ:I, Maryland 
C)lainnaa 

Rep. Alccc L. Hastings, FlDridfl . 

The Honorable Robert M. Gat s 
Secretary of Defense 
Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Co-Chairmln 

March 4, 2009 

I am Y.riting to expres the most steadfast support for Dr. Solomon Passy•s nomination 
for Secretary General of th North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). His record of 
leadeiShip and vision distingui his nomination. 

The challenge of seeJd g collaboration among nations through international organizations 
is not new to Dr. Passy. As former Chairman-in-Office of the Organization· for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe {OSC ). a member of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly, and most 
recently as chamn..n of the SCE Parliamentary. Assembly Transparency and Accountability 
Committee. Dr. Passy has a un que Wlderstanding of tbe complexity of seeking consensus among 
nations with diverse political, nomic and social realities. Facilitating cooperation. Dr. Passy 
played a key role in the 0 E's outreach to Mediterranean states; support to elections in 
Afghanistan; support to pivot elections in Ukraine and Georgia; and engendered a renewed 
commitmmt to supporting t erance, education. good governance:, and private enterprise by 
OSCE ~icipating States, A a Commissioner on the Commission on Security and Cooperation 
in Europe since 1993 and the t Vice President of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly, l can 
attest personally to the legacy fDr. Passy's leadership. 

Mareover, Dr. Passy gni:zes: that security institutions must adapt to amorphous and 
asym.metriCQI threats such . as counterinsurgency, terrorism, various forms of trafficking, and 
piracy. He has long reeogni that lhese threa1s cannot be colll\tered unless the .. security needs 
of the individual citizen" are· ssed. This ~ounted for his strong support tor development 
of democratic institutions and functioning market economies during his tenure as Chairman-in­
Office. The challenges that N TO faces today requires the vision of a person who realizes that . 
militacy strength is but one c mponent of a strategy to provide genuine security. As NATO 
seeks to leverage resoW'Ces in a stabilization and reconstruction capacity in. states like 
Afghanistan. Dr. Passy is the i al choice for Secretary Gcoctal. 

IIIIM. 
234 F House Office Buildiq WashinJton, DC 20S 15 

Telephone: {202) 225- SIOI ~:/lwww.csce.gov , Facsimile: (202) 226-4199 
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Dr. Passy's achieveme ts in his hom.C country as a Member of Parliament !Uid Minister of 
Foreign Affairs cannot be ov looked. He has led e:fforts to improve military and foreign policy 
oversight. He bas increased ilitary cooperation of South-Eastern Europe through the creation 
of the South-Eastern Ew-o Brigade. Additionally, while simultaneously balancing 
Bulgaria's and Europe's sec ty interests, he has carefully reached out to nations such as Libya . 
and North Korea. This outr: h resulted in the release of Bulgarian Medics detained in Libya in 
2001. Most notably, Dr. P was influential in Bulgaria's accession to NATO both by aetions 
within the government and by romotiog public support outside the government. 

Dr. Passy has a unique ombination ofex(lerience and vision. Dr. Passy's leadership will 
immediately be felt on issu such as collective procurement of expensive military systems, 
integration of non-NATO mi itaries into missions, improvin!l the deployment capabilities of 
NATO miJitaries, and the ationship with Russia. This is so because he has spent his 
dlplomatic cuee.r bringing one divided people in Europe togetl\er to achieve common goals. 

Sincerely, 

rgn~.s 
Chainnan 



<trnngr£55 nf t~t Bniteh i}tate5 
tlla:s~ington, ile!r 20515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 

Last October the United States Congress passed, and President Bush signed into law, the 
Code Talkers Recognition Act, Public Law 110-420. Senator Inhofe and I were the lead sponsors 
of this bill in our respective legislative bodies. The purpose of this act is to award the 
Congressional Medal of Honor to a select group of Native Americans for their heroic service in 
World War I or World War II. 

Found within the legislation is a directive asking the Defense Department, along with the 
Treasury Department, to help fully indentify all individuals who are deserving of this award. 

Section 5, subparagraph (b) states: 

The Secretary of Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary of Defense and the tribes, shall: 

( 1) Detennine the identity, to the maximum extent practicable, of each Native American 
Tribe that had a member of that tribe serve as a Native American Code Talker, with the 
exception of the Navajo Tribe. 

(2) Include the name of each Native American tribe identified under subparagraph (a) on a 
list 

(3) Provide the list, and any updates to the list to the Smithsonian Institution for maintenance 

Over the last few months our offices have held meetings with officials from the 
Department of Defense and the Department of the Treasury in an attempt to move this process 
forward. After speaking with all the parties involved, it is our understanding that the Office of 
the Army Historian or some other archival department within the Department ofDefense has a 
tentative list of individuals who would be deemed '"Code Talkers" within the definitions of the 
recently passed legislation. 

I am writing to ask you to expedite this identification process so that the United States 
Congress can move forward in honoring these brave soldiers. I will enclose a copy of the public 
law pertinent to this request for your review. If you have any questions about our expedited 
request, feel free to contact Tom Wharton (226-2275/Boren) or Clark Peterson (224-
4 721/lnhofe ). 

Sincerely, 

Dan Boren 
Member of the House of Representatives 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 
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tlnittd· t'riltm ~natt 

The HoOOf8bJe wma.a J. Lynn 
"Deputy~ 
The 'Deplrlment Of Defense 
J H.IO twonso Petuap 
Wlilhinston, DC ~30 1·11 oO 

Dear Doputy Secretlry Lynn: 

WASHINGTON. DC 20610 

Maroh J l. 2009 

Recendy, We were informed that the Depu1mentof.Deftmse ls Considcrilll 
postpoaltlg again the acquisiticm of a new A!r Force aerii1 mucUng ianbr. As the co­
Cbainnen of me Seaate Tanker C.UOus, we bel~• that llliy addilionaJ ~of abc 
tanker ~pitalizMion proanma will h~a ariouund uaneoossary ~ otfm on our · 
ICrvioo members" ~lily to oarey out lhe National Milbly StmesY· ~y. we 
~ thaUbe o.paiunont NClOJillnenCe tim aerial muelinl tanker ~tion on 811 
expoditod'basis. · 

' . 
AI )'OU know,~ Selude T80br C8uow it a bipnsan OJpllization whoae pl1l'pOIIt 

is to u• die-~ in cfliclendy procurins whiChever airc:raft best maets dae 
requiremoms -of our Nationil Militacy·Sttatee;y atld provkiCs the bost valuo to the 18Xpayer. 
The ~ hu.not_ and will not, take a posilion ~U.S any particular bidder in tbe 

. oompedtio.n for~ Of a·~ 1iulbr. H9wovcr, dae failunl ofreoont otforts 
to JIIOCUR' a~ ~ha been ~n810 mombcrs of the Caucus. 

ThubiJjJy ofwr natJon..ro ~tiDuc to project Mrial power worldwide depends on 
our.tank.or ,.._ The ~-oftlda flocds tho K.C-135. Which is rapidly &PPfGIIOhins iw 
5o* )"'II' ·io sentioe. . As x· i,.. s.-n. )'011 a.po. condiiUins to rely upon tJieJe aircraft for_ 
~ades to eomt· pOses an --~ riik not ooiy to our nation'• UJliqve g&obal reach 
ea,abl1ity. but.~ 011' moat valUable user. our men and womcn.in unifonn. 

'J'herefore. wo ~spectfUtly reoommend that the Dopattmont .resumo the-~mpedtion to 
aclod a new eiDrJ.l refuelln; e.nker .. soon a FQtsiblc. We also request "lbat our RllpCctive 
sWfs be briefed; in a timely mllnllCI', on chc [)eplrtDtdt's planl. 

11aank yo1t tor your aitoadon k) dds m.Ucr. 

Onin 0. Hatdl 
Uni_. S.W Scnafor 



timtm ~totts ~mate 
COM~i ON ARMEO S£1\Vlet:S 

W~Hlt.IGTOM, DC t05tiHIQ&O 

March 11, 2009 

.The Honorable William J. Lynn UI 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washinatoot D.C. 

Dear Mr. Lyiut{ 

aatlier ibis month, the Armed Servlces Committee was informed of a 
proposed reorganization of the office of the Under 8e:cretatY of Defense for Policy 
(USDIP). The propoaed mqanization would establish two new Deputy Under 
Secretaries of Defense (DUSDs), each at a level that appears to be 'eC).Uivalent in 
authority and control to the existing Assistant Secretaries of Defense (ASDs). 
Whl.le ASD posilio~s are authorized by statut~, limited in number,·~ subjectto 
:Senate confirmation,. the Department em~ ~panmtly establish the DUS'D posi~ons 
wichc:~ut statutory authorization, without limitation, and without Senate 
confinnation. 

This proposed reotganizluion raises broader qu~ons about the .nwnbei and 
statui ofDUSD~> in·the Department. For exampl•, it appears that there are 
curremly at. least ten DUSD positions under the Under Secretary of Defense for 
Acqubtiticm, Tec:hnology, and Logistics (USDIAT&.L). Of these ten DUSD 
po$itlona, two. Were· established by statute and the other eigb~ (including the 
Prin~ipaJ Deputy Under Seaetary of Defense position) appear to have been 
established unilatemlly by the Department. Moreover, the office's organization 
chart shows multiple layers of DUSOs reporting to each other. For example: 

• The OUSD for Industrial Policy reports ta the. DUSD for Acquisition and 
Technology (a statutory position)• who reports to the Prineipal OUSO. 

• Thb DtJSD for Adval1ced Systems and Concepts, th~ DUSD for 
Laboratories &. Basic Sciences .• the DUSD for IntemationaJ Technology 
Security, and the DUSD for· Science and Technology aU .tTCPQrt. to the 
Director of Defense Researeh and Engineering (a statutory position, but not 
a: DUSD), who reports to the PrineipaJ DUSD. 



I am coneemed that the proliferation ofDUSDs at ntultiple levels of the . 
orpniz&tion could muddy lines of authority and may not be in the best intemts of 
the Department of Defense. Accordinsly, I would appreciate if you would. provide 
me with the followins information: 

• How many DUSDs are there in the Department of Defense? 
• How many DUSDs a statutory po~itiona and how many arc not? 
• How many DUSDI are SenatHODftnnable and how I'DIR)' are not? 
• What is the relative rank of a DUSD and an ASfYI 
• Are all DUSDs of equal rank? If not, how is the rank of a DUSD 

determined? 
• Wbat is the authority for eatabllshiq the position of41Principal DepuCy 

Under Secretary ofDefense, n to whom other DUSDs {and ASDs) report? 

Thaak you for your •istance In 1hil mauer. 



C!tungress nf t}fe Dniteb Sltates 
llas}fingtnn, liCE 2D515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20310 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

March 9, 2009 

The Pennsylvania Delegation is writing to you on a matter of great urgency. We 
understand that the Air Force plans to begin the redistribution of A-10 aircraft from the 111th 
Fighter Wing, Pennsylvania Air National Guard, as early as Apri12009 and that 11 of the unit's 
assigned aircraft are scheduled to be moved in the next few months. The remaining 6 A-1 Os 
assigned to the 111 th are to be moved next year. 

We strongly believe that taking A-1 Os from the 111 th Fighter Wing is premature and ill­
advised. There is no requirement to move these aircraft at this time. Although the BRAC 
Commission's Report directed redistribution of the 111 th, s A-1 Os, it did not require that it be 
done on any particular timetable. What's more, the BRAC Commission directed that the Air 
Force should maintain the end strength of the 111th Fighter Wing, but the loss of the unit's flying 
mission will result in loss of up to 80 full-time jobs and 140 military positions. Finally, the 
pending action completely overlooks the BRAC Commission's finding that strongly encouraged 
the Air Force to keep A~ 1 Os at the 111 th Fighter Wing. 

Taking A-lOs from the lllth Fighter Wing is a serious mistake. The original 
recommendation to redistribute the unit's mission aircraft was based largely on the assumption 
that the airfield at Willow Grove would not be in operation after the Navy leaves the installation 
in 2011. However~ legislation passed by Congress in 2007 and 2008 provided for the 
establishment of a joint interagency installation under state jurisdiction and control at Willow 
Grove. This installation will continue to include an operational airfield to be used by the 
Pennsylvania National Guard, other military units, other government agencies and associated 
users to support national defense, homeland security and emergency preparedness missions. 

It makes no sense to strip this unit of its aircraft and reduce its capabilities at a time \\'hen 
our Nation and our Commonwealth need them most. There are sufficient A-1 0 aircraft in the Air 
Force inventory to keep all17 mission aircraft at the 1111h Fighter Wing. The 111 th has the well­
trained, combat-experienced aircrews and maintenance/support personnel to continue to operate 
the A-lOs in a cost effective manner. The new joint interagency installation offers the airfield 
and support facilities fot the 111111 Fighter Wing to continue flying without major capital 
investments. 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 



- We are asking that you issue an order delaying the start of the movement of A-1 Os from 
the 111 th Fighter Wing. -This action will give the Air Force the opportunity to reassess the 
capabilities of the Horsham Joint Interagency Installation and to consider altem,ative future 
flying missions for this unit. This action will preserve the capabilitieS of this unit to support 
military operations and will leverage the tremendous skills and experience of the unit's aircrews 
and maintainers. ·Failure to act will further erode the ability of this unit and the Air Force to 
carry out the close air support and related missions that the men and women of the 111 th Fighter 
Wing have performed with great distinction for many years. 

Due to the urgent nature of this situation, the Pennsylvania Delegation respectfully 
requests that you respond to our concerns within the next two weeks. We thank you for your 
attention to this matter and look forward to receiving your views. Please do not hesitate to 
contact us if we can be of any assistance on this or any other matter. 

Sincerely, 

~tkL 
Senator Arlen Specter t/htL. c.~·"· Senator Robert Casey 

·.1-&-~~-
Rep. P c 

<~, 
Rep. Jim Gerlach 

,'} Cl1LuL_ 
~,'tD ~~ 

Rep. Bill Shuster 

u~wDJ 
Rep. Charles Dent 



~~ 
Rep. Todd Platts 

~~ Rep.i8Son Altmire 



CARL LEVIN, MlotiGAN. CHAtRMAN 

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MA.SSACHUSEnS JOO~ McCAIN. ARI20NA 
ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIR()INII\ JAMES M. INHOFE. OKlAHOMA 
JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN, CONNE<:TICUT JEFF SESSIONS, A.lA.BA.MA 
JACK REED, RHODE ISlAND SA~ BY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA 
DANIEL K. AICAKA. HAWAII LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA 
Bill NELSON, FLOAIOA JOH/11 THUNEi SOU1H !lAKOTA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON. NEBRASKA. MEL MAIHlNEL FLORIDA 
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI 
JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA RICHARD B~RR, NORTH CAROLINA 
ClAIFlE McCASKIU. MISSOURI DAVID VllTEA.lOUISIANA 
MARK UOAU. COLORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 
KAY R. liAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROLANO W. BURRI$, ILLINOIS 
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The Honorable William J. Lynn III 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Lynn: 

tinitro ~tates ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051 G--6050 

March 6, 2009 

Last week, we introduced S. 454, the Weapon Systems Acquisition Reform 
Act of2009, in an effort to address some of the problems that have led to massive 
cost overruns and schedule delays on some of our largest defense acquisition 
programs. At the White House on Wednesday morning, the President announced 
his support for the goals of our legislation and designated you to take the lead on 
the issue for the Department of Defense. 

We would appreciate if you would provide us with any comments that the 
Department may have on the proposed legislation by no later than Friday, March 
20,2009. 

We look forward to working with you on this important initiative. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Carl Levin 

Ranking Member Chairman 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
l 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 2030lwl000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinitro ~tarrs ~cnatc 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 5, 2009 

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member ofthe Senate Committee on 
Armed Services, Senator John McCain plans to travel to Belgium during the period 
March 20w22, 2009. Senator McCain will be accompanied by a staff member of the 
Senate Anned Services Committee, Richard H. Fontaine, Jr., Deputy Minority Staff 
Director. He will also be accompanied by Brooke Buchanan, his personal staffer 
designated to the Senate Armed Services Committee. 

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in 
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier and military air 
transportation. as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the 
Air Force could be designated as the action agency for this travel. 

Expenditure offunds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 11 08(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

=~ 
Chairman 
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e Houorable Robert G3tes, Secretary 
.S. Department of Defen-se 

000 Defense Penugon 
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Secretary Gates: 

M3reh 11, 2009 

I understand you have been invited to panidpate a& a lc~re spenbr in the first annual Deterrence 
~nposium being held on July 29, 2009, at the U.S. Strategic Commaqd in Omaha. Nebtasb. 

SSTR.\ TCOM). Your presence would be most welcome in addressing the fi.lll range of matters 
"th regard tl) nuclear weapons and deterr.mce. 

rom your pNvious visits to Offun Air Force B:Jse. the home ofUSSTRA TCOM.IIcnowyou are 
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issions. 

I recall that you have also visjted the 55~ Wing at Offutt. The SS111 Wing's missions of providing 
i telligenc:e 3Jld sucveiUanu make it, toot a vital unit in America's national security operations. I 

Ueve Of!ua's diverse missions and ~obal ~sponsibililies put it on the cutting edgt of 
l'l$form:uion for the U.S. Air Foree. ' 

ilLllly, there are more than 1.2 million Nebraskans livina in the Jl"C'atel" Omaha metropOlitan area; 
d these Midwestern f3milie-s play a vital role in supporting those stationed at Offutt. As·l Jill sure 
u are aware, milit3Jy members consistently praise the people an~ the area for their zealous support 
America's servicemembers and their families, a5 wtU as the- overall U.S. military and its misGon. 

I respectfully urge you. tht-refore, to ·give this request your utmost considcrati~ and allow my fellow 
ebraskaas to show you a little of our Midwestern hospitality. If there ia an)'thlng J c:an do to be of 

a sisamce with this request, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

cttnitcd ~tatcs ~matt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051Q-6050 

March 6, 2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 535, to amend title 10, United States Code, to 
repeal requirement for reduction of survivor annuities under the Survivor Benefit Plan by 
veterans' dependency and indemnity compensation, and for other purposes. I am 
forwarding this legislation to you for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. 

?rl~ 
CarlLevm 
Chairman 

Enclosures 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
l 000 Defense Pentagen 
Washington, DC 203Ql-l000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

1anited £'mtrs ~tnatt 
¢0MMITTEE :ON' ARMED SEIWICES 

WASHINQT~, DC ~tni.6050 

March 12, 2009 

In its enclosed letter of February 12, 2009, the'Nationallnstitute. of Military Justice seeks 
legislation to expand the applicability ofthe court-martial sentencing option of Life Without the 
Possibility of Parole to rehearings involving certain individuals who were sentenced to death by 
a military ~ourt-martiaL 

We r«)\lellt an expedited review of this proposal by the Joint Service C.Qtnmitlee on 
Military Justice and the Department's views of the merits of this initia"tive. 

F.ndosure 

John McCuin 
Ranking Member 

Sincerely •. 

Chairman 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washingto~ DC 20310-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

1anittd ,States ~matt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. DC 2051o-60SO 

March 12, 2009 

A critical element of our strategy for success in Afghanistan must be enabling 
Afghan forc:cs to take responsibility for the security of their own country. We applaud 
the decision to increase the size of the Afghan National Army (ANA) to 134,000 soldiers, 

. though the tbrce level may well require additional growth in order to meet Afghanistan's 
security needs over the long term. 

The United States and its allies need to do all we can to accelerate as quickJy as 
possible the training and equipping of the ANA and the Afghan National Police (ANP). 
General David McKiernan, Commander, NATO International Security Assistance Force~ 
has said he needs more embedded trainers and funding to speed up building the capacity 
of the Afghan security forces. 

We have also heard recently that the "long pole in the tent" for growing the ANA 
rapidly is getting these units the basic equipment they need - machine ,guns, radios, and 
vehicles -when they need it, At a hearing on February 261h, General David Bamot 
fonner Commmder, Combined Forces Command Afgballistan, testitied that the main 
problem is .. a constipated, peace-time system" for equipping these forces which is not 
well suited to the demands of an onaoing conflict. As you recall, similar problems were 
encountered in delivering badly needed military equipment to Iraqi forces. In this regard, 
we hope the lessons learned in Iraq will be applied to our efforts in Afghanistan. 

We request that you closely examine what is needed to expedite the training and 
equipping of the Afghan Nationol Anny and Afghan National Police and report to us on 
what more is needed, in terms of resources, personnel, or l(gislative relief. 

lS69lLS£0L6: O,L 



E.r£'d 

We look forward to your prompt response and working with you on this matter. 

John McCain 
Ranking Member 

lS681.LS£0.L6: 01 

Sincerely, 

• 

Carl Levin 
Chamnan 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinttro ~tatcs ~cnatc 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051o-6050 

March 13, 2009 

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Committee on 
Armed Services, Senator Jeff Sessions plans to travel to Israel, Afghanistan, Turkey and 
Pakistan during the period April3-ll, 2009. He will be accompanied by Sandra E. Luff, 
his personal staffer who has been designated to the Committee. 

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in 
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier and military air 
transportation, as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the 
Navy could be designated as the action agency for this travel. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

s· cerol~,D. . 

ev~ 
Chairman 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tlnittd ~tatm ~tnatt 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051Q-6050 

March 10,2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies ofS. 546, Retired Pay Restoration Act of2009, to 
amend title 10, United States Code, to permit certain retired members of the uniformed 
services who have a service~connected disability to receive both disability compensation 
from the Department of Veterans Affairs for their disability and either retired pay by 
reason oftheiryears of military service ofCombat~Related Special Compensation. I am 
forwarding this legislation to you for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. 

Chairman 

Enclosures 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301~1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ti.nittd £'ttttrs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 11,2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 549, to provide benefits under the Post­
Deployment/Mobilization Respite Absence program for certain periods before the 
implementation of the program. I am forwarding this legislation to you for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. 

Enclosures 

\(J;k 
Carl Levin 
Chairman 

II~ I 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinittd ~tat£S ~rnatr 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 13,2009 

This letter is to request assistance for Michael J. Noblet, Professional Staff 
Member on the Committee on Armed Services, to travel by commercial aircraft to 

Norfolk, Virginia during the period March 19-21, 2009. 

The purpose of his trip will be to visit the Naval Special Warfare Group 2 at Little 
Creek, Virginia and the Naval Special Warfare Development Group at Dam Neck, 
Virginia to receive briefings on their roles and missions. It is requested that the 
Department of the Navy be assigned as the action agent for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

=~1 .. 
evi~ 

Chairman 
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Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

~nitrd ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051Q-6050 

March 13, 2009 

In connection with their responsibilities as Professional Staff Members on the staff of the 
Senate Armed SeiVices Conunittee, Michael J. Kuiken, Michael J. Noblet and Dana W. White 
plan to travel to Yemen, Libya, and Burkina Faso during the period April6-16, 2009. They plan 
to transit through France and Algeria. 

The purpose of their travel will be to receive briefings on Department of Defense and 
U.S. Government efforts relating to counterterrorism, security assistance, bilateral issues and 
military-to-military relations. 

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in providing 
such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier transportation, should it be required. It 
would also be appreciated if the Department of the Army could be designated as the action 
agency for this travel. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

~ 
Chairman 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, OC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

1anited ~tatrs ~tnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 13, 2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 590, The Defense Communities Assistance Act 
of2009, to assist local communities with closed and active military bases, and for other 
purposes. I am forwarding this legislation to you for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
p1ease submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this 1egislation. 

Enclosures 

·OOR~ 

arl Levin 
Chairman 
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SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING 

JOINT ECONOMIC 

The Honorable William J. Lynn Ill 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
1010 Defense Pentagon 
W8$hington, DC 20301-1010 

Dear Deputy Secretary Lynn, 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

March 9, 2009 

I am writing you in order to memorialize our conversation last week, reiterate the key 
points, and ensure that we maintain an open dialogue moving fotward. 

As you know, there have been 19 deaths by electrocution in Iraq since the United States 
invaded Iraq in 2003; 17 of those were US military personnel and 2 were contractors. 
The majority of the deaths were ruled initially as accidents or the result of encounters on 
the battlefield. However, recent developments have prompted both the Army and Navy 
to reopen investigations into several deaths. These criminal investigations supplement 
the comprehensive review of all electrocutions undertaken by the Department of Defense 
Inspector General, which I understand is being wrapped up and· will shortly be released. 

I was initially contacted -in April2008 by Ms. Cheryl Harris, mother ofSSGT Ryan 
Maseth, who' requested that I look into a troubling pattern of el~~trocution deaths in Iraq. 
Over the past year, I have spent considerable time looking into these electrocutions and 
want to ensure that our servicemen and women are not senselessly placed into harm's 
way and that those senior Army personnel and military contractors who are responsible 
for these electrocutions are held accountable. Cheryl is a remarkable woman and has 
inspired me to remain involved on this issue to demand justice and accountability for all 
of the families. 
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My involvement in this issue has resulted in nwnerous meetings, phone conversations, 
and exchange of correspondence with such individuals as General David Petraeus, 
Lieutenant General David Huntoon, and Mr. William Utt the Chief Executive Officer of 
KBR. General Petraeus infonned me that he had established an Electrical Safety Joint 
Planning Team to oversee the th~ater-wide assessment of all facilities following a series 
of electrocutions in Iraq; this team was later designated the Task Force for Safety Actions 
. for Fire and Electricity, or Task Force SAFE. Despite the creation of this task force, we 
continue to hear accounts of our servicemen and women suffering electrical shocks while 
taking showers, as recently as a month ago. Accordingly, I have sent a series of letters 
and sought to arrange a personal meeting with Secretary .Oates to urge his direct 
intervention on this issue. As we diScussed, I was disappointed at the length of time it 
tpok before he responded to me and assigned you to provide personal attention to this 
critical safety challenge. · 

We continue to learn of new troubling developments on this issue. A CNN broadcast last 
week reported that five electricians who worked in 2005 and 2006 for KBR in 
Afghanistan witnessed dangerous electrical conditions there. but ·their warnings to senior 
management were ignored. As important as accountability for past cases is, we must also 
ensure that no further electrocutions occur, in both Iraq and Afghanistan. 

During·our phone conversation, you agreed to provide me updates and milestones as they 
occur in simultaneous Department of Defense investigations. I appreciate this offer of 
transparency, but also request to receive a current status report explaining to me where 
things stand as of today and the timeline you envision for the various DOD investigations 
to be completed. This status report should also provide a comprehensive overview of the 
status of efforts, including a schedule of any future repairs or upgrades, in the ~perating 
environment to assure that no further U.S. military personnel are harmed by 
electrocutions. It is my expectation that the final report will contain proposed sanctions 
andlor penalties against supporting contractors, particularly KBR. if their lack of action 
or errors contributed in any way to these electrocutions. The same threat of punitive 
action should apply to our military chain of command if they are held responsible in any 
way .. 

Finally~ I insi.st that the Pentagon adopt complete transparency and forthrightness with the 
families of those fallen by electrocutions. These mothers and fathers, husbands and 
wives are entitled to receive continoous updates and full inclusion. They deserve nothing 
less. 

I look forward to working with you in coming weeks and months. 

Sincerely, · 

·tfht-.~f"' 
Robert P. Casey, Jr. 
United States Senator 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
United States Department of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
WASHINGTON, DC 20610-.6025 

http:l/approprlatlons.unate.gov 

March 9, 2009 

This letter is to authori;ze Ms. Betsy Schmid, professional staff member of the 
Senate Appropriations Committee, to travel for official committee purposes to 
Rochester, New York, on March 27,2009. She will visit satellite manufacturing 
facilities in conjunction with defense and intelligence responsibilities. 

Per diem expenses not to exceed the rate established by the General Services 
Administration or, if applicable, the rate specified for High Cost Geographical 
Areas, transportation costs, and other travel-related expenses are authorized and 
shall be paid from appropriations available in accordance with provisi()JlS of P. L. 
83-207 (31 u.s.c. ll08(g)). 

It would be appreciated ifofficials from the Department of Defense would assist 
in making whatever arrangements are necessary for travel. · 

Appropriations 

DKI:rss 
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CHARU$ J. HOUY, STAI'F DIRECTOFI 
B~UCI! EVANS, MINORITY STAFFDI'IECTDA 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
United States Department of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

COMMnTtE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
WASHINGTON, DC 2051()-6025 

http://approprlatioi'I$.Senate.gov 

March 10, 2009 

This letter is to authorize Ms. Betsy Schmid, professional staff member of the 
Senate Appropriations Committee, to travel for official committee purposes to 
Huntsville, Alabama, on March 31,2009. She will visit Missile Defense 
Agency leadership and tour contractor facilities involved in missile defense 
programs. 

Per diem expenses not to exceed the rate established by the General Services 
Administration or, if applicable, the rate specified for High Cost Geographical 
Areas, transportation costs, and other travel-related expenses are authorized and 
shall be paid from appropriations available in accordance with provisions ofP. L. 
83-207 (31 u.s.c. 1108(g)). 

It would be appreciated if officials from the Department of Defense would assist 
in making whatever arrangements are necessary for travel. 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
United States Department of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
WASHINGTON, DC 2051()-6025 

lrttp;//appr<~priations.sanate.gov 

March 11, 2009 

This letter is to authorize Ms. Kate Kaufer, professional staff member of the 
Senate Appropriations Committee, to travel for official committee purposes to 
China Lake and Ft. Irwin, California, and Nellis AFB, Nevada, from April 6-9, 
2009. She will review Department of Defense energy conservation programs in 
preparation for the fiscal year 20 I 0 budget review. 

Per diem expenSes not to exceed the rate established by the General Services 
Administration or, if applicable, the rate specified for High Cost Geographical 
Areas, transportation costs, and other travel-related expenses are authorized and 
shall be paid from appropriations available in accordance with provisions of P. L. 
83-207 (3l u.s.c. 1108(g)). 

It would be appreciated if officials from the Department of Defense would assist 
in making whatever arrangements are necessary for travel. 

DKI:rss 

Daniel K. I 
Chairman 
CommiUee n ppropriations 
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Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ti.nitat ~tatts ~tnatc 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIAT!ONS 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051()...&)25 
http://approprlatlons.senate..gov 

March 16, 2009 

This. letter is to authorize Mr. Charlie Houy, Ms. Betsy Schmid, and Mr. Erik Raven, 
professional staff members ofthe Senate Appropriations Committee, to travel to Maui, 
Kauai, Oahu, Hawaii, and San Francisco, California, from April5-ll, 2009. They will 
participate in meetings on defense research and development programs and visit military 
sites to review defense programs and budgets for fiscal year 2010. 

Per diem expenses not to exceed the rate established by the General Services 
Administmtion or. if applicable, the rate specified for High Cost Geographical Areas, plus 
transportation, and other travel-related costs are authorized and shall be paid from 
appropriations available in accordance with provisions of P. L. 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 
ll()g(g)). 

It would be appreciated if officials ftom the Department of Defense would assist in making 
whatever arrangements are ne<;essary for travel. 
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IIOIAAD D. DoBOIII!S, &TAIF lliiECTCR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, AEPUIII.ICAN S""AFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretmy of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinitrd ~tatm ~matt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED'SERVK:ES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051().-6050 

March 19,2009 

In connection with their responsibilities as Professional Staff Members on the staff 
of the Committee on Anned Services, William K. Sutey, John H. Quirk V, Lucian L. · 
Niemeyer and Paul C. Hutton IV, plan to travel to Afghanistan dwing the period March 
29- April4, 2009. 

The purpose of their trip is to visit military bases in order to receive infOI'Dlltion 
regarding requirements for operations, readiness, installations, logistics and medical caR 
from local commanders. 

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department ofDefcosc in 
providing such transportationt including in-theater military air and the use of a foreip 
carrier, as may be required. It would also be appreciared if the Deparlment of the Army 
could be designated as the action agency for this travel. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

tncerezy. 

'!!:i~ 
Chairman 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinitcd ~tatcs £'cnatc 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510--6050 

March 18, 2009 

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Committee on 
Anned Services, Senator John McCain plans to travel to Hong Kong, Vietnam, China and 
Japan during the period April3-11, 2009. Senator McCain will be accompanied by a 
staff member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, Richard H. Fontaine, Jr., Deputy 
Minority Staff Director. He will also be accompanied by Brooke Buchanan, his personal 
staffer designated to the Senate Anned Services Committee. 

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in 
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier and military air 
transportation, as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the 
Navy could be designated as the action agency for this travel. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1l08(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Chainnan 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinitrd ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 18, 2009 

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Committee on 
Armed Services, Senator Lindsey Graham plans to travel to Hong Kong, Vietnam, China 
and Japan during the period April 3-11, 2009. Senator Graham will be accompanied 
Laura Bauld, his personal staffer designated to the Senate Anned Services Committee. 

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department ofDefense in 
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier and military air 
transportation, as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the 
Navy could be designated as the action agency for this travel. · 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 u.s.c. 1108(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

rely/.-
Levm 

Chairman 
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The H9~le Robert M. ·Gales 
$ecreta.ry of ~e 
HlO(). Defense; the, .Pentagon 
W~ngtQn, DC l03Ql 

March 20, 2009 

703 HAfiT SENATE OffiC£ BUIL!lljijG 
WAliHINGl'ON • .I)C 20&1MI02 

(21i21224-6$2t 
INNI:W1111!~1.~ 

'11Xf12!m 224-nt2 
nR.,or_:llin~•~·-•>9"V 

I !llD wriling:k) request thiit you immediately reaffirm the moratorium on conversions of 
Department of Defense (DoD) service eontracts.set forth in.the ~mber:i9. 2004 
Memorandum. In the Memorandum Under Secretary of De~ Chu sbrted that ''DoD NAFis: 
shall not enter into contracm'ot. agreements with OoD elements ot .other Fedetal Departments; 
Agencies. or instrumeD~es-for~ wovisionof_goods and services Wtt will ~h in the .loss 
9f}Obs ereatedpursuantto the Randolph ShepPard A~ the JavitS-W:agner-O'DayAct, or small 
business: programs" until a·_policy solution CJil he reached tbateneourqesjob.~tion. 
UnfQ~tely, the Memo~Wldum iSsUed on Match 1, 2007 by Arthur Meyers, the Director cf 
Services. Air Force. Manpower. muddled.the·issue with imprecise ~.contradictory language. l 
believe that it is necessary for .you to reaffinn the standing in the Chu Me.morimdurn. in order to 
remove·a,ny question as to the standing ofthe DoD on this matter. 

1M moratorium· i$ essenthtl to·]XOtec~ ·~JPb.s.of people with severe disabilities wOrking on 
DoD'$elTViee e<mtr,atts undertbeAb.ilitY.Qae·Pf9gram. ,Jn 20071 ~ AdClante Development 
~nte):' b,tcj. Ability~~ in New Mexleo. (was iulpressed by the staff and their 
commitment but I was partieulariy struCk by the comniitment of the disabled adults who find· 
work througJl th~ ptOf9am. They ~e ~t pride. in the work they do and are committed to· 
quality in evert the most basit:· taSks. AbilityOne programs provide more than a job, they-give all 
of their clients the opportunity to.~ and to contribute to society. .In addition. ~Y provide 
'the families oftheir clients the· peace .. of mind that comes from knowing that their loved ones are 
acmvely eng~ed .in work and weiJ .. tooked after. 

In addition, hnnvriting to.l stronsJy urge· the DoD tQ eodrdiP3te with AbilftyOne 
JeP~V~·}o .de~elt).p a polic.y soi~n that encourages job·crealion through both the ,MWR 
and the.Abiiit)"'ne Pl'QgraM- .I support the OoD Food Transfcmnation effort where it results in 
higher quality and etliCieney to -se.njC.: mli!mbeni at lower cost$. Howevert given the potentiil 
impact tbis,~ballenge oould have-on the employment of thousands of'peopl~ with severe 
disal)ilitie$ in the AbilityQne Program) l urge. DQD ro carefully ~the ~ impact of~ 
conversions .~fore mQv4tg· fo)'Ward ~ to mak-e apprQpriate chottges to the pro8ram. 



Thank you .for.yirur attention to this matier. Tf you -have any questions.-and to update me oil this 
issue·, please contact Annie Chavez (202)224--3:812 in my office~ 
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<tinittd ~tarts ~tnatt 
WASHINGTON. DC 20610 

The Honorable RobeJ.t Gates 
Secretary. U.S. Department ofDefensc · 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-100() 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

We write to you today to expl'eas our strong conoems regarding the OMB Circutm• A .. 76 
Study currently underway to review the operations, maintenance. and custodial duties at 
W eat Point. Congress and the Presicblt have exp:re:ssed deep reservatiollB With this · 
process, and we enco'Urage you to defer completing this and any pe:t1ding studies until the 
process c.an be improved or replaced. RegardJ.ess. however~ of the Defense Department's 
(D{)D) stance on the larger qUestion of A-76 studies, we believe 1hat the serious·concems 
ra.;sed by W eat PoiJ.u•s union wamnt cancellation oftbis study. With tho act'Lll8.CY of the 
study in question. it would be far pl.CferabJ e to cancel this study and begill a new one. ' 

The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) established this type of study to ensure 
that the government does not waste taxpayers' money by paying gov8ll1Dlent employees 

. to perfo1111 tasks which could be oompl=tcd at a low~· cost by private contractors. 
Althougll we support the goal of saving taxpayer dOllars, we are concerned by mounting 

· evidence that: the process 1mfairly di$advan~o.s federal employees and fails to save any 
money. .After- studies by the Gov=roment Accountability Office. Con'gress acted in the 
Fiscal Year 2009 0l'IIlll."bus Appro(>liations bill to curtail tho A-76 process. President. 
Obama. too, has isilled an. executive order to stop new A·?6 studies. With such serio\ls 
reservations at the highest levels of gavemme.D.t, we believe that the responsible course of 
aotion would be to stop any A-76 smdies cutrently under way. 

The study underway at West Point has several serious :ft,aws. First. the p.roeess compares 
differe:nt price structur~ making it impossible to ovaluate accurately which is the lower 
cost . .For federal employees, the study eatim.ates the total oost to the Auny of pcrfonning 
the work. ·However, when soliciting bids :from private contractor&, the Army is asking for 
"cost phla firm fixed f-ee•• contract These contracts allow for variable oosts, which 
cannot be accurately compared to the fixed cost us«l for continuing with federal 
employees. 

Second, the Ann.y ~.hanged the requirements for the union halfway through the study. 
Originally; the Army allowed the wrlon to combine the opetatioDSimain~ and . 
custodial responsibilities into a si11gle bid; which allowed thcma to achieves economies of . 

£/.J 
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scale. Halfway through the ~cess. Anny required the union to separate these two 
contracts, but did n.ot allow them to begin the I)COCeas over. 

Given the serious concerns related to these-studies in general, ~d this study in particular~ - -
we urge you to cancel the study. Millions of taxpayer dollars are a.t stake, and we cannot 
aff'Ol'd to risk wasting them b:y engaging in an inacct\rate md unfair process. 

We look forward to your reply. Jf yo~ have any questions, please do not hesitate to . 
contact John Jones, of Senator .S'"humcr's staff: at (202) 224-6542., or X:cv.in Fink, of 
Senator Gillibrand's staff, at (202) 224-4451. 

·CJ.L~ 
Charles B. Schumer 

U.S. Senate 

Sincerely, 

~!.~D 
KirSten B. Oilh'brand -

U.S. Senate_ -
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ti.nittd ~tarts ~rnatr. 

The Honorable Robert C. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

March 20, 2009 

The Fiscal Year 2009 National Defense Authorization Act authorized full funding for the 
third DDG-1 000 destroyer, while the Department of Defense Appropriations Act provided partial 
funding for the third DDG-1 000 and directed the Navy to budget for the remaining funding 
requirement in FYlO. We urge you to follow through on this commitment by ensuring that the 
necessary funds for completing the third DDG-1000 are included in the President's budget 
request. 

Last year, the Senate Armed Services Committee and the Senate Appropriations 
Committee demonstrated strong support for the Department's Fiscal Year 2009 budget request 
for funding the procurement of the third DDG-1000. Because of this support and your 
willingness to directly reaffirm the Defense Department's support for the President's DDG-1000 
Budget request, the third DDG-1000 was fully authorized in the Fiscal Year·2009 Nationa1 
Defense Authorization Act. Likewise, the Fiscal Year 2009 Defense Appropriations Act 
supported procurement of the third DDG-1 000 by providing $1.5 billion in spJit-funding toward 
the ship's procurement. In addition to providing funding, the conference agreement included 
explicit direction for the Department not only to proceed with contracting for the third ship, but 
also to provide the ship's remaining funding in the FiscaJ Year 2010 budget. 

Any failure to follow through on these commitments would result in a multi-year 
procurement gap of complex surface combatants. Such a decision would also place at risk the 
nation's surface combatant shipbuilding industrial base and the jobs and unique skills of 
thousands of defense-critical U.S. workers. 

We look forward to continuing to work closely with you to meet the Navy's requirements 
for a 31 3-ship fleet and to preserve a strong and highly skilled industrial base. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Susan M. CoHins 
United States Senator 



tlnittd ~tatts ~matt 

Tne HpnotableJwbert.M. Oatt!.$ 
Seetetttty ofllefi,nse · · 
_1.000 ~;The :Pentagon 
Washington. D.C. 2Q3G1 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

March 20. 2009 

It has~ t~ ~r atte~tion th!ll the Departmem of Defense (DOD) b4ls undertaken ._an_'inmativ~ to 
transform· the nuinner in which it contracts food and poStal services. We. are con~erned abou.tthe 
.impJjeiltions that this initiative eould have on the jobs ·of people. with seVere disabiHties working on. 
Depa,tm~mt.of~n~-servi~e -contracts:under. the AbilityOne Program. . . 

. . SpereiJitan:y. OppOrtunity ViHage is a-etimmunity. rehabiliation progrllJi:l m soutffi;m Nevada't~t-
has been providing job training Qlld employment seJi.rices fbi'·almostSS. years. No othe:r organiZation il) 
Nevada has work~.as hard. for ~pie with djsabilitiesfQr a$ long as QJipOrtu"jty vmase, arid we.botb 
have a special p~ 'in out hearts for this agency ,and 1bc pcoplc·they serve. At .Nellis Air .. Foree B~We . 
(AFB), oppottunity·vmage has.-supported the airinen·there fonw.er 3Sy~ars. Opport·unity 'Vit.Jage · . 
currencly has a""food service attcndant".eo•ct and a "pOstal service center,. contract with NeUis AFB, 
and -43 po<:lple with . .severe-disabitiiies are: e~ployed on thPSe c~tJ:acts. We-also know ~ei'e ate·lit~all)l 
t!lo.-n4s.ofpeopJo·with severe:disabilitieS working f()f' .other oommunity .rehabiUtation programs at Qthet 
DePiJ1ment of. Defen~:-facilitif/S throughout our·nation. 

. In additi~~ we would lik-e to express our-support for the Department of DefeMe's .Food 
TransfonnatiQn.efl'OJ1 where it -results ln higtler· quaUty and effie iency to service· mtmben ~ lower costs. 
However,. gi~en t~e current ~~omic crisis and~ potential impact this change could have.on:the · 
employment of do~en:s of peopl$ whh disabilities at. Nellis AFB and .thQUSands of people with severe 
dtsabilities in the Ability()ne Program, we .strongly urge· the Department ofDefense:to coordinate ~i.#t 
AbilityOne rep~scmtatives to develop a policy· solurion· that ·en¢ourages job creation- tbrotigh bOth th'e 
MWR and thc.Abilkyone Programs. This. i~ a crucbll step tQ incorporate ·the best •hitiking tO resolve this 
issue, paniculartywhenjobs for people with severQ disabilities-arc so rare, reflecting ah unemplOyment 
rare uripara~!efed il'l our Society. 

thank you fot your !;OTJSideration oftbi$. urgent request. Ifyott have any question$, ple~ 
contact BOb l'leri'iettal (202)224--354-2 or'Ryan Tully .at (202)224·.8049 in our offices respec~ively. 

Hart)' Reid 
United'Sbrtes Senator-

Sinoerely1 

~-
Jolm 1!11$Ji0 -
United· States Senator 

1111 



t\nltfd •taus ).lmatt 
·wASHINGTON, oc·'2()61Q 

M~h20,20~ 

Dear $ecretary. Oates •. 

As you Jmow$1aii year's Depanmellt Of'Defense·Appropriatioas Act pt'ovichd Pf.rtial 
funding for tbe tbird 000·1 000 and <tire~ the Na;,y tQ bUdget for tbe remain in& fUnding 
requirement in FYlO. Conps expects..tbe .Navy to .adhere to this directkm; therefore, we write 
to urge your iUppon tot fUll ftmding oftbt DOO·l 000 program in liw fYlO President's ~ 
and requear that )IOU eqndnue a thorough: and b'ansparent review and .c.vahtalion of the Na.\•fs 
prOposal to in.mcate me OO.O·IOOQ pmtpm and restart 000·51 prodlittion. 

We.~ veq concerned -about1bc.Na"Vy't.:kmJ.-tmn sm.,.kliur plan· be$pite. 
seveml months ofC~on~l!P.Jd Oepamnent·of Defense teqU~~~tS· tor ~-enalysi$.lhc. 
Navy·bnsyec1o..provide-5U'ft"teiwjwl.tific&UMift·support¢'r.he·P'Oposa~ to.truncatetbe-DIXJ:. 
1000 program and restart t){)(l;;s J pr(lduetion. 'We commue to await a in-dc:plh eompill'ative 
anal)t3-is of the DOO•S 1 and DDO-lOOO. ~ Navy't fai~ to provide.~ :11 de.tfliled eost 
analysis- strongly impUee alack ofsupporting dai:u~Jl of the- Na\f)'•s.pow~tion and 
undormh.\es out confldln« in tbe merits of. the Navy's plan to truncate 1he DDG-HIOO program. 
Conpss must have tlrisbdonaatioo befo~~e ~io,soing.to a cb.anp·oftbis magnitude. 

. . S~illg the DOO·lOOO PC'OSf'Am wllhnable. N•V)'w~ $ll biiUOo ~-
aiNidy·hWesled. rtNarc1r and~ Amdirtg. the sh~p ~been ~pad with siplficanl 
vowth·marsn nwludll'l& power •. cooltl.~ space, and aipt to enab'klrapid -~to . 
meet evolving dlreats in the e.xisting huU. We believe that cootinu.d prodlrceioq ami deHve.ey·of 
DOG-I 000 ~~-~ is C$•ial to the kmgyterm,Mabllily of ()\,h' sbipbulldmg -pr-opam ... 
the timely delivery of needed capabilities ~ the Navy. 

With respec:t and aP'PfC(:iation. and thank you f(Jr' considenna m1111 r«<UCS(. 

Sincmly, 

.Edw~ M. Ken y 

ltL: 
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CARL lEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN 

EOWAAD M- KENNEDY. MA.SSACI1UstTTS 
ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA 
JOSEPH'- UEBER MAN, CON .. ECTICUT 
JACK REED, RHODt ISLAND 
OANW::::L IC. AKAKA. 1-tAWAII 
Bill NELSON. FlORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON ... EBAASKA 
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA 
JIM WEBB. VIRGINIA 
CLAIRE McCAS~Ill. MISSOURI 
MARK UOALl. COLORADO 
KAY R HAGAN. NOIITI-1 CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROlAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS 

JOO N M<:CAIN, ARIZONA 
JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS, ALA.BAMA 
SAXBY CHAM Ell. ISS, GEORGIA 
UNOSEV GRAHAM, SOUTH CAFIOUNA 
JOHN TI-IUNE. SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEL MAIHINEZ. F=LORIOA 
ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI 
RICHARD BURR, NORltt CAFIOUNA 
OAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS. MAINE 

RICHARD D. DE::BOBES, STAFF DIREC:TOA 
JOSEPH W BOWAE. REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinittd ~tatts ~tnatt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510---6050 

March 18,2009 

This letter is in further regard to my letter of March 5, 2009 concerning the travel 
plans of Senator John McCain and Richard Fontaine and Brooke Buchanan, during the 
period March 19-22, 2009. 

I am writing to advise that Senator McCain has added Luxembourg to his itinerary. 

I would appreciate your continued support and assistance in connection with this 
travel. · 

~~~ 

evm 
Chairman 
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-L~':::.-~sr~==~-'"'OJNsa HOMELAND SECURITY AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

The HORO$bfe Robert M. Gates 
Seeretary ofllefense .. 
1000 Defense hDtagm_·. 
Washington. DC 20301 

.Dear Mr:. Secretary: 

WASHtNGTON~ DC 2051 D-6250 

March 16, 2009 

I am writing tQday to·tequest iilfomation and documentsorelaUMI to·tbe Defense .Departtneut's 11~ of 
eo~forCon~onal~u. 

For-eacm·ittrn listed.:in complbln~·with.c~ 'ofRu~XXI9ftbe Rules ofthe Ho~se.of 
R.epre~es and Rule XLIV Oftbe Sf.andhi&.1btles oftht Senate·in the Defense Appropriations 1\l:ts for 
Fi~ Y .,_ 2008 and 2009. tb~ Subcommittee reqaests the following informatioo and documents:: 

(I) The 11Umbor, value, and recipient of any contnlet .or grant awarded; 

(2) lnfQr1llation re~ the type and eXtent of competition oon~d, including the numbcr .00 
iQen.tity of competing o:l!ferors; and. 

(3} Communications .related ·tc> the·-award of aJ1Y co.ntract ot grut to the recipient u,tontitied 11)' the 
r.eq~gmemlle; of Go~ 

l request 1hat Y9U ptoVide1his .infO.nnation .s·soon as possible, but .iJ1 po ~later than Moilday, Aprll 
6,1009. If you dete!rmine that you will be unable to make a complete production by this: date, please contact 
Subcommittee staff to discuss possible modifications to this ·schedule. 

· Thejurisdiction <lftbe Subcommittee on Ct>ntrac$g Oversight is set forth in Senate Rule.XXYclause 
l(k);. ~te-R.esolutiori 445- section 101 {lOS* Congress); and Senate l!esolutiOn SO ( 1 0~ Congress). ·At) 
attacmn.t to ~is letter provide$ addftionll infonilation on how to re8pond to the Subcommittee~s.request. 

Please eontaet me or-askytmt.staffto COI'Itact Margam DaWn at (202) 224-6154 with ·any questionS 
regarding this requ~. 

CQ:~ 
Chairman 
Subcom:ttlittte on Contracting ·Overligbt 

Enclosure 

cc: susancomns· 
Acting Ranking Member 
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itnittd ~tatts ~matt 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301~1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

March 24, 2009 

We are greatly concerned by reports that the Airborne Laser (ABL) program is facing 
severe budget cuts or even termination in the Fiscal Year 2010 Budget proposal. The ABL is 
America's premier directed energy effort and represents not only a tremendous potentia] for our 
nation's warfighters, but also forrnaintaining America's technological edge. It is critical to the 
future of our national security capabilities. For these reasons, we urgently request the ABL 
remain a robustly funded program. 

According to the Missile Defense Agency, the ABL provides a unique capability "to 
detect, track, target, and destroy ballistic missiles shortlv after launch during the boost-phase. 
Its revolulionary use of directed energy makes it unique.among the United States' airborne 
weapon .'!)'stems, with a potential to attack multiple targets at the speed of light with a range of 
hundreds of f..."ilometers. '' 

Our military wartighters agree that the ABL is essential for addressing many ofthe 
challenges facing our nation. General RB. Bell, the fonner Commander of the United States 
Forces Korea, wrote in 2007, " .. from a warfighter's perspective. the ABL wilt be an importam 
ingredi(!;nl in our much needed and required layered missile deftmse capability for the Korean 
Peninsula. " This is a legitimate capability our nation needs. · 

A:s you know, the Airborne l..ascr began during the Clinton administration in the face of 
an increasing ballistic missile threat. Since that time, the proliferation of ballistic missiles has 
only grown. Today, outside of Russia. China and our Western allies, there are 3,000 ballistic 
missiles around the world. That number is continuing to grow every year. As threats pro1iferate 
around the globe, the relevance and importance of the ABL as the nation's only ful1y designed 
bo()st-phase missile defense system will continue to increase. 

The ABL is performing well and is scheduled to shoot down a boosting ballistic missile 
by the end of the year. Should the ABL be severely under-funded or canceled, the promise of 
speed-of-light and extreme precision in the hands of the warfighter will disappear, as will the 
fragile industrial base that $upports it. Jn short, we will have wasted the resources that have been 
well invested since the Clinton administration. 



Again, we respectfully request your support for the Airborne Laser progrdJl'l. 

Sincerely, 

-s-Alk~ 
Sam Brownback Pat Roberts · 



CARl LE\'IN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN 

EOWAAO M KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS 
ROSE !IT C BYRD, WEST VIRGINIIl 
JOSEPH I. UEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT 
JACK REED. RHODE ISLAND 
DANIEl K. AiCAKA. HAWAII 
BILL NELSON, FLORIDII 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA 
EVIlN BllYH, INDIANA 
JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA 
CLAIAE McCASI<ILL MISSOURI 
MARK UDALL, COLOOAOO 
KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROliNA 
MARK BEGICH, AlASKA 
ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS 

JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA 
JAMES M.INHOFE. OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS, AL.AaAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA 
UNDSEV GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA 
JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEL MARTINEZ. FLORIDA 
ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPP, 
RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROUNA 
DAVID VITTER. LOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS. MAINE 

RICHARD 0. DoBOBES. STAFF O.RECTOO 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinittd ~tatrs ~rnat£ 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 19,2009 

On March 19, 2009 I wrote to you regarding the travel plans ofWilliam K. Sutey, 
John H. Quirk V, Lucian L. Niemeyer and Paul C. Hutton IV during the period March 
29-April 4, 2009. 

This letter is to advise that they have added United Arab Emirates to their. 
itinerary. 

I would appreciate your continued support and assistance in connection with this 
travel. 

n 
Chairman 
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)Cnit~b S,t"t~,- ~~nAte 
WASHINGTON, D . C . 

March 23,2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense · 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear~: 
"""""'.--------=.1 understand that former Congressm 

has expressed an· interest in serving on the 
a..,.,.--..e.-nse____. Policy Board. I remembe (b)(e) m his service 
on the House Armed Services Committee. He was 
knowledgeable and thoughtful on national ·security 
issues, and I think he would make a valuable 
contribution to the work of the Defense Policy Board. 

I am enclosing his resume. Thanks for your 
consideration. 

sf:i,, 
Carl Levin 

Enclosure 
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The Honorable William Ljfnll,_Ill 
Deputy Def~ Secretary 
l()l Q. Defense Pentagon 
W ashingion. DC 20301-1010 

Dear Deputy;Seeretary i:..~: 

WASHINGTOfl,. DC 2051f)-14Ct4 

March 25. 2009 

kis my understanding-that the AonY p-lans to award a contr.act. for an a.Q~tional 56,000 
:SINCOAR$~ ibis. spring. Further, I understand that:tbe-omce Ofthe$ecretary of 
Defense Itmst certify to- the Co~~ that this C®Ipetition is open· and fair. As sueb, I 
respqctfully requ,e.st that you complete work on·tbe certiflattion process "ir.t a timely 
mimner in order to meet the Amly~s needs. 

IMiiiGV 

My hope 1$ ~ this C011k$:t not be:delayed. The faster this eomract is awarded~ the 
niote:quickly,tbe Anny wi.ll be able to p,ocu.re the adqitional ~ radios it needs while. 
also ensuring-that the radios are interoperable with ctment inventory and Will not disrupt 
the Amiy's supporting logistics chain. These SINCGAR.S radio systems supPort near 
term operational needs. such·aa the new brigade combat teams and grot.uld vehie.le fleet. I 
have·als:o been told that·no Joint Tactical Radio System (JTRS) solutions are currently 
available to meet future needs. ·arid afternaie solutions may not meet full spectr:um 
environmental requirements consistent with the- SINCGARS and JTRS ORDs. 
Therefore, I do not believe ~ options are approprUJte for o-ur soldiers at this time. 

Additi.OJlttlly ,·aWatding·this ~ntract without -delay will-provide a much needed eeonomie 
:boost to the co:rnr:mmiliies who produce titese·r.adios. wbieh is an important concer.u to 
bath Dle ~®t and CongreS$ in these ohat!engi>~g times, 

Please do not. hesitate· to rontaet me ifyou have- any:·questions or conqerns. I appreciate 
your thoughtful consideration of my request,· and thank· you for your clJiltinued service in 
your .new position. 

Sii.lceiely, 

W~·· ~ 
Eyai;l,Bayb, 
U.S. Senator 

CC; ~of the Army Peter Geren 



CARLLEW'I. MICHIGAN, CHAIAMAN 

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSErTS 
ROBERT C. BYflD, WEST VIRGINIA 
JOS~PH I. LIEBERMAN, CON~~C:UT 
JACK REED. RHODE ISLAND 
DANIEL K. AKAAA. HAWAII 
BILL NELSON, FLORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON. NEBRASKA 
EVAN BAYH.INDIANA 
JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA 
CLAIRE MoCASKilL MISSOURI 
MAAK UDAll. COLORADO 
KAY R HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROLAND W. BURFUS, IUINOIS 

JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA 
JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS, Al-ABAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBLISS. GEOilGIA 
LINDSEY GRAHA\11, SOUTH CAROUNA 
JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEL MAATir.EZ FLORIDA 
ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI 
RICHARD BURR. NORTH CAROLINA 
DAVID VlrTER. LOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 

RICHARD D. DEBDBES, STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

'lanitnt ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 20, 2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies ofS. 644, to amend title 10, United States Code, to 
include service after September 11, 200 I, as service qualifying for the determination of a 
reduced eligibility age for receipt of non-regular service retired pay. I am forwarding 
this legislation to you for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. 

Enclosures 



CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN 

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, !AASSACHUSI"nS 
ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA 
JOSEPH I. liE BERMAN, CONNECTICU"l 
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND 
DANIEL 1<. AI<AKA. HAWAII 
BILL NELSON6 FLORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON. NEBRASM 
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA 
JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA 
CLAIRE McCASKILL, MISSOURI 
MARK UDALL. COLORADO 
KAVA. HAGAN, N0flll1 CAROLINA 
MARK BEG ICH, ALASI<.A 
ROLAND W. 9UAAIS. ILLINOIS 

J~N McCAIN, A.Rt:ZONA 
JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS, A.LA8AMA 
SAXBY CHAMBLISS. GEORGIA 
LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROUNA 
JOHN ~UNE, SOUTH D.O.KOTA 
MEL MARTINEZ. FLORIDA 
ROGER F. W1CKER, MISSISSIPPI 
RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROUNA 
DAVID VrTTEA, LOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 

RICHARD D. DEBOBES, STAff DIRECTOR 
JOSE"' W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAfF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington~ DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tlnitrd £'tatts ~mate 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 20, 2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 645, to amend title 32, United States Code, to 
modify the Department of Defense share of expenses under the National Guard Youth 
Challenge Program. I am fotwarding this legislation to you for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. 

Enclosures 

erely,~ 

evm 
Chairman 

IU 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
l 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 .. 1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

March 25, 2009 

We write today to express serious com:em about the administration's planned national 
defense spending in Fiscal Year 2010 and beyond, which appears to be insufficient to 
guarantee U.S. national security in the coming years. Based on the administration's 
budget documents submitted thus far, it appears that a marked decrease in overall defense 
spending is in store for our country. If recent press accounts are accurate, this will be 
accomplished by canceling or postponing the acquisition of numerous major weapon 
systems critical to our Armed Foroes and necessary to ensure their future ability to defend 
our country. 

As Congress begins the Fiscal Year 2010 (FYI 0) budget process, it is our view that we 
have too little information on hand, based solely on the President's incomplete budget 
submission, to thoroughly and responsibly make decisions about top-line figures for the 
coun1l'y's core defense program. For example, it is widely reported that the 
administration intends to shift funding that is currently part of the supplemental budget 
process into the normal DoD appropriations request. But, to date. Congress has not ~ 
told exactly what amount will be transferred, nor has it been informed about which 
particular programs will be affected. This lack of infonnation raises a number of 
important questions, with potentially troubling answers. 

The President's plan to substantially increase U.S. military force levels in Afghanistan, 
while simultaneously withdrawing all U.S. combat forces from Iraq by August 2010, will 
requite substantial funding. However, it is our understanding that the administration will 
be requesting far less this year and next in supplemental funding, which is cause for great 
concern. It is un.clear how the administration, if it intends to cut supplemental funding, 
expects to maintain ow- military forces in the field and enable them to conduct their 
missions safely and effectively. We would appreciate an explanation on this issue. 

To be clear, we fully support efforts to maximize transparency in the budget process by 
including all foreseeable DoD requirements in the normal DoD budget request; however, 
by shifting major expenses fiom the supplemental requests to the base budget, while 
simultaneously slashing the supplemental request, the net effect would be a decrease in 
overall spending on our national defense. Our concern is that, under the guise of an 
"honest budgeting .. approach to national security spending. we would be locking in an 
overall cut in military spending that either puts our troops in jeopardy today or .our 

1111111 



national security in jeopardy tomorrow as we restrict urgently needed capital investments 
in equipment such as planes, ships, and land vehicles. 

As such, we request that your department provide us as soon as possible with more 
detailed information on what expenditures, and at what levels, you anticipate moving 
from the supplemental budget to the base defense budget for FYI 0 and what defense 
programs you anticipate eliminating or substantially reducing, in relation to the most 
recent Future Years Defense Program (FYDP). In addition, it is essential that we hear 
from our uniformed combatant commanders and the Chainnan of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
on the potential problems they will face in carrying out their responsibilities Wlder the 
administration's proposed defense spending blueprints. Accordingly, we request that you 
provide us, as soon as possible, risk assessments by each combatant commander, 
evaluating to what extent the President's proposed defense spending levels will limit their 
ability to meet ongoing requirements over the lifetime of the FYDP. Finally, we request 
that the Chairman's risk assessment, which is statutorily required and is long overdue, be 
provided within 30 calendar days. 

During the early part of this decade, it became clear that defense spending decisions 
made during "the 1990s and the resulting military "procurement holiday'' that our 
government had taken left our Armed Forces without the needed advanced equipment 
and superior capabilities to defend our nation. Today, in the middle of a global war on 
terror, we must not allow that to happen again. Now is not the time to attempt to cash in 
a "peace dividend," while thousands of our soldiers, sailors, ainnen, and marines are 
serving in hann~s way. engaged in military operations in two major theaters of conflict 
overseas, with other very real threats on the horizon. 

We urge you~ examine these issues carefully as the administration completes work on 
its FYl 0 DoD budget request. Thank you for your service to our nation and your tireless 
dedication to its Anned Forces. 

JOHNCORNYN 
United States Senator 

q;_~ 
United States Senator 

Sincerely, 

~J.-
JONKYL 
United States Senator 
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JOHNTIIUNE 
United States Senator 

R~~ 
United States Senator 

~.,r~,_ 
ROBERT F. BENNEIT 
United States Senator 

~~2 .. -
10 ISAKSON -
United States Senator 

C'~~ )() ( S CHAMBUSS 
U 'ted tates Senator 

-z :3 :::-_.;.. ~ 
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DAVID VITTER 
United States Senator 

United States Senator 
• 



tinittd ~tatts ~cnatr 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington DC, 20301·1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20610 

March 11. 2009 

We are writing-to seek your assistance in obtaining funds appropriated by H.R. 1, 
the "American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009'', to further the research 
conducted by Bell BioEnergy, Inc. on the use of bioengineered bacteria in the production 
ofbiofuels :from biomass. Bell BioEnergy, Inc. is fully ready to implement the goals of 
this Act and produce renewable, domestically-produced, high-quality transportation fuels 
to enhance America's independence from foreign oil in an environmentally SOWld · 

manner. Such efforts will result in the creation of a significant number of new and green 
jobs. 

Bell BioEnergy is presently undertaking such reSearch in the form of pilot · 
projects conducted in collaboration with .the Department of Defense and the Defense 
Energy Support Center (DESC) at seven military installations around the nation including 
Fort Benning, Fort Stewart. Fort Bragg, Fort Lewis, Fort Drum, ·port A.P. Hill~ and the 
DESC facility at San Pedro, CA. Specifically, Bell BioEnergy is requesting $50 million 
to complete the research begun through these pilot projects. The objectives of the pilot 
~~~~· . . ·. . 

1) Perfect the Bell BioEnergy~ Inc.·~ biomass to hydrocarbon fuels process 

2) Further refine the unique bacteria used in the process 

3) Produce sufficient amounts of usable hydrocarbon fuels (natural gas, gasoline, 
diesel and jet)for laboratory testing · 

4) TeSt and certify the fuels generated by the process as a drop in fuel that is fit 
for ptirpose . · · · · · : 

. : . 5) Gather. the engineering and scientific data necessary to 'design . full . scale 
production fac~lities : · · · : . . . . · ' . · . · · · 

A clear intent of Congress in eiuicting H.R~ 1 is .to pro 'vide funding for the types of 
projects that Bell BioEnergy has tmdertaken. We be1ieve that the successful conversion 



of non-food biomass to biofuels would have overwhelmingly positive effects on our 
economy and energy independence and also help create a cleaner environment. 

The $50 million Bell BioEnergy seeks would be employed to 1) complete 
construction of the seven pilot projects, 2) perform university level research to determine 
the most viable bacteria for the production of hydrocarbon fuels from biomass, and 3) 
construct the first research laboratory dedicated to the segregation and propagation of the 
bacteria required to produce biofuels from non-food waste biomass. We estimate that 
each test facility would employ five technicians and that the research laboratory would 
employ 25-50 scientists and technicians with secondary employment of up to 400 people. 

We appreciate your consideration of this proposal, consistent with your standard 
policies and praCtices, and look forward to any feedback you may have. 

(l c Sincerely, 

)() ~ 'ik.. .• JJ,;_. 
-~y Chambliss Sb?o& yl n 
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Honorable Robert Gmcs 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
WttShington. D~C. 20301 

Dear SccreU\ry Gates, 

llnitcd $tares $cnatc 
CDMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051o-6050 

March 25, 2009 

We rc£(Ucst you1· (tssistancc in achieving the goal of eliminating the need lor any active­
duty military member to rely on the U.S. Dcpmtment of Agriculture's Supplemental Nutritit)n 
Assistance Program, more commonly rete1Ted to as Food Stamps. 

A decade ago, the number of service members who were receiving Food Stamps 
exceeded 10,000. Enactment of the Family Subsistence Supplemental Allowance (FSSA) in 
October 2000 has hclp~d to reduce that number. Moreover, sif:,'lliiicant increases in basic pay 
and allowances since FSSA became available have also greatly improved the income and quality 
of life for all military personnel !:Ctving on active duty. h was surprising, therefore to learn last 
week, following the First Lady's visit to Fort Bragg, North Carolina, that more than 3,000 
service members are currently receiving food stamps. 

The Food Stamp Program is administcrt.'<i by the U.S. Department of'Agricullurc, and we 
realize that implementation can vary by state. We also acknowledge that certain pays and 
benefits, such as combaHelated pays and government-provided housing, are generally not 
considered in detennining eligibilily for Food Stamps. Nonetheless, we consider it unacceptable 
that the measures put into place in 2000 and lhe significant improvements in pay and benefits 
since that time, have fallen so fat short of the goal Qfeliminating the.requircmcnt by any sen'ice 
member to seek aid tbr nutritional nssistancc. 

We request your views and recommendations on this topic at your earliest convenience. 
If legislation is required to achieve the goal we have slated, we hope that you will offer proposals 
for consideration wilhin the current legislative session. 

John McCain 
Ranking: Member 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Carl Levin 
Chairman 



SE:-1. JEFF BINGA}t\N 

JEFF BINGAMAN 
WfWLI!~II".O 

tinitcd ~mtts ~Enatc 

The Honorable Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
Dep311ment of Defense 
. 1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretray Oates: 

March 26, 2009 

ll!JUU2 

7111 H ... AT SENA 11 0111'11:; IIUil.DING: 
WASHINGTON. DC 21151D-31G.1 

12021224-&121 
IN HfW ~-to8CIIWoiS.III$1 

TOO 121l212!4-11~ 
-•tor .. D~'iobi~-.-.__,.. 

1 am writing to respectfully request that Department of Defense (DoD) consider 
modifying the State Drug Interdiction and Counterdrug Activities plans for the National Guard to 
pennit COWlterdrug personnel to suppon law enforcement in inspecting cert~n vehicles at ports 
of entry. 1 strongly believe that including vehicle inspection under the counterdrug mission set 
would enhance our ability to interdict the southbound flow of weapons and bulk cash as well as 
the northbound flow of narcorics. 

As ye,.u know, the N~tional Gu.:u-d currently provides critical support to Customs and 
Border Protection (CBP) \\.lth the op~ration ofwnote cameras and sensors, and conducts aerial 
reconnaissance of rhe border in an effort to detect illegal dnxg smuggling operations. The Oul!ll'd 
used to also assist CBP wilh inspection activities at ports of entry. However, in 2003 the so­
called .. 3(d)"' inspection mission was removed from the countcrdrug mission set based on a 
finding by then Deputy Secretary Wolfowitz that inspection activities are not "militarily unique." 
At that time, 1 expressed deep concerns regarding this change and the fact that it resulted in CBP 
having to take over The duries of approximate-ly 350 National Guard soldiers who ~-ere assisting 
\\ith the dismantlement of vehicles suspected of carrying contraband. 

R~inst:tting this mission makes sense now more than ever. The AdministTation has 
recognized the import:tnce of reducing tl1~ flow of weapons and bulk caS;h boing smuggled into 
lvlexico from the Unit.ed States, and the need to step up efforts to stop drugs from being 
traffkked into our counrry. Permitting National Guard cownerdrug personnel to perform the­
.3(d) mission would free llp CBP ofticers to perfonn other duties and provide soldiers with 
additional training experience in detection techniques that are utilized by activated troops 
maintaining security in Iraq and Afghanistan. It is my unde~randing that if this change is made 
the National Guard would be able to place about 30 soldiers at ports along the border just in New 
Mexico to assist with the interdiction of contraband at no cost to CBP. 

A~BI.IOUEROUI! 
jSilil 3AG-Oll01 

I.AS CRIJCI!$ 
I>Ciii5~V~1 

98Y. P.02 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Pa~e 2 of2 

SEN. JEFF BINGAJtAN 

I greatly appreciate your prompt attention to thls issue, and your assistance in ensuring 
the continued success of counterdrog operations along the Southwestborder. 

Sincerely, 

JB/ss 

cc: The Honorable Janet Napolitano 

NAR-29-2001 2.~: 40 99Y. 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Room 3E880 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

USS Constitution Museum 

20 March 2009 

On October 22 ofthis year the USS Constitution Museum will hold its annual Chainnan's Dinner at the 
Fairmont Copley Hotel in Boston. We would be most honored if you would be our keynote speaker. 

The evening wiiJ follow by one day the 2121h anniversary of the Boston launching of USS 
CONSTITUTION on October 21, 1797, as one of the first six frigates built for the US Navy. Even though the 
Museum is a non-profit organization, we are for aJJ intents and purposes the Navy's museum for "Old Ironsides." 

·• ,, •. • ;'; .•• _ . : f :~:. ~ ••• . 

In addition to celebrating the 212th anniversary of~id·~~nsides"'launching, the Museum will present: 
,._ ' ......... ' ... · '•,,; 

• The Samuel Eliot Morison Award to Dr. John Haddendorf, Ernest J. King Professor of Maritime 
History and Chainnan, Maritime History Depar:tment atJ~e.N~val War ColJege, in recognition of his 
many contributions to naval history and scholarship. Thls li\.Vard is presented annually to individuals 
who have enhanced the image ofUSS CONSTITUTION and who reflect Rear Admiral Morison's 
~1 seholarship, patriotic pri~e and eclectic interest in ~irigs maritime. 

• The Charles Francis Adams Award to Boston· Mayor ThomasMenino. "Old lr6risides" and the 
Museum have no better friend than Mayor Menino. This award honors the legacy between the Adams' 
family and the Navy, from President John Adams attending the launching of"Old Ironsides," to 
Secretary of the Navy Chules Adams dispatching ''Old Ironsides" on her national cruise to 76 ports 
along the Atlantic, Gulf, and Pacific coasts between 1931 and 193'4. 

I also extend a personal invitation for you to visit the USS Constitution Museum, in conjunction with any 
visit you may make to USS CONSTITUTION during your time in Boston. 

' ' . . , 

The uss Constitution Museum's staff and I will provide additional 'infonnation'a$ details of the evening 
become ftrm, and we stand by to assist you in any manner. Our point of contact for your staff is Mr. Burt Logan, 
President of the Muse~m. who may be reached at (617)426-1812 x 115. . . 

. . . . . 

· ... ·-· . ·~ : . :·.. . '· 

• ·• ,t' •• • • 

Box 1812 Boston, MA 02129 617.426.1812 617.242.0496 (fax) w·w·'\\~Usficonscitutiunmuseum.org 

. . \ ' ~ . ' : . 



DANIELK. ltoiOUYE. HAWAI~ CHAillMAN 

ROBERT C. B'fflD. WEST VIRGINIA 
PAT!IICK J. LEAHY. VERMONT 
TOM HAIOOIII, IOWA 
BARBARA A MIKULSKI. MAIIVlAND 
HERB KOHL WISCONSIN 
PATTY MURRAY, WASHINGTON 
B'fflON L. DORGAN, NOiml OA(OTA 
DIANNE FEINSTEIN. CALIFORNIA 
RICHARD J. DURBIN. IU.IN04S 
TIM JOHNSON, SOUTH DAKOTA 
MARY L LANDAIEU. LOUISIANA 
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND 
FRANK R. LAU~NBERG. NEW JERSEV 
BEN NELSON. NEBRASI<A 
MARK PRYOR, ARKANSAS 
JON TESTER. MONTANA 

THAD COCHRAN. MISSISSIPPI 
ARLEN SPECTER, PENNSYLVANIA 
CHRISTOPHER S. BOND, MISSOURI 
MITCH McCONINELI.., KENTUCKY 
RICHAilD C. SHELBY, ALABAMA 
JUDD GREGG, NEW HAMI'SHIRE 
ROBERT F. BENNEn. UTAH 
KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON, TEXAS 
SAM BAOWNBACK, KANSAS 
LAMAR AI.£XANOER, TENNESSEE 
SUSAN COUINS, MAINE 
GEOilGE V. VOINOVlCH, OHIO 
USA MURKOWSKI, ALASKA 

CHARLES J. HOUV, STAFF DIRECTOR 
BRUCC EVANS, MINORITY STAFF OIIIKTOR 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
United .States Department of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ilnitrd ~tatts ~tnatt 
COMMITIEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051o-6025 
nttp:J/aopropriations.senate.gov 

March 19, 2009 

This letter is to authorize Mr. Erik Raven, majority staff member ofthe Senate Appropriations 
Committee, to travel for official committee purposes to Deadhorse, Alaska, and Ice Camp APLIS 
from March 21-23, 2009. He will participate in ICEX 2009. 

Per diem expenses not to exceed the rate established by the General Services Administration or, if 
applicable, the rate specified for High Cost Geographical Areas, transportation costs, including 
military air, and other travel-related expenses are authorized and shall be paid from appropriations 
available in accordance with provisions ofP. L. 83-207 (31 U.S.C. l108(g)). 

It would be appreciated if officials from the Department of Defense would assist in making whatever 
arrangements are necessary for travel. 

DKI:rss 

~ly, 

DamelK. Ino 
Chairman 



<!Congre~!.' of tbe aliniteb ~tates 

The HonorabJe Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

March 18, 2009 

Your leadership in recent months has been instrumental in refocusing the Department of Defense 
on nuclear matters. We share many of the concerns you have expressed regarding the 
degradation of our nuclear capability and appreciate the Department's immediate implementation 
of plans to revitalize our strategic nuclear deterrent. 

Accordingly, we write to request your leadership on a related and urgent budgetary matter 
involving the preservation of our nation's land-based Intercontinental Ballistic Missile ("ICBM") 
solid rocket moto:r industrial base. In the next few weeks, the Minuteman III Propulsion 
Replacement Program ("PRP'') will cease production and government funds have been allocated 
to close the program's production facility.- However; the Air Force has detem$ed that it is in 
the national interest to maintain a land-based solid rocket motor production capability. 
Accordingly, the Air Force is planning to commence an ICBM Solid Rocket Motor Life 
Extension Program, that will preserve our nation's capability to produce land-based ICBM solid 
rocket motors. Unfortunately, due to a budgetary perplexity, FY2009 funds will be used to close 
the land-based solid rocket production facility only to reopen that same facility a few-months 
later using FY2010 monies. The result will create unnel'.essary layoffs, flD.d cost the taxpayers 
millions of additional dollars. However, these needless costs and risks to the industrial base can 
be avoided by sending Congress a reprogramming request that authonzes FY2009 funds to be 
used to maintain the land-based solid rocket production line instead of closing it. Therefore, we 
respectfully request your.assistaflce in approving a reprogramming request ofFY2009 PRP 
closeout funds to instead-be used to immediately commence an ICBM Sqlid Rm:ket Motor Life 
Extension Program. 

Later this· month, the Air Force, under the PRP, will receive the Iasi Minuteman III Stage 1 
booster se~ent, and·in August, will receive the last Stage 2 and Stage 3 segments. This will 
conclude the PRP program and for the first time since the beginning of th~ Cold War, our nation 
will not produce ICBM solid rocket motors. Therefore, the nation could lose this highly 
specialized production capability and compromise the long-tenn dependability of the 
Minuteman Ill 

Congress recognized these risks during the FY2008 budget process, and directed both the Office 
of the Secretary of Defense, and the Air Force, to conduct studies regarding the capability of the 



The Honorable Robert Gates 
March 18, 2009 
Page Two 

defense industrial base to maintain, modernize, and sustain the Minuteman Ill system until 2030. 
This Air Force study validated the requirement to preserve an ICBM industrial base capability, 
and specifically a low-rate solid rocket motor life extension program production line. 
Unfortunately, 'the Secretary of Defense study has still not been delivered to the Congress. 

Subsequent congressional directives have been even more specific. Following the release of the 
FY2009 Air Force Unfunded Requirements List, which included a request for an additional $31 
million to initiate an ICBM Solid Rocket Motor Life Extension, the FY2009 Defense 
Appropriations Act stated, "the Air Force is encouraged, at a minimum, to continue a warm line 
status for Minuteman III propulsion systems and to use funds provided for Fiscal Year 2009 to 
initiate a Minuteman III motor life extension program." This language was further clarified in a 
letter from Senate Defense Appropriations Subcommittee Chairman Inouye and Ranking 
Member Cochran to the Air Force Secretary and Chief of Staff, which raised concerns about the 
ability of the United States to maintain a land-based solid rocket motor industrial base. This 
letter cited the final FY2009 Appropriations Report language and urged the Air Force to provide 
funding in FY2009 to maintain a viable land-based solid rocket motor production capability. 
Subsequently, the Air Force received Program Decision Memorandum-(PDM-3) guidance to 
prepare to transition to this program in FY2010. 

However, the delayed submission of the new Administration's FY2010 detailed Defense Budget 
has caused the Air Force to also defer the transition from the Minuteman III PRP program to an 
ICBM Solid Rocket Motor Life Extension Program. We have brought this matter to the attention 
of the Air Force's senior leadership, including: the Assistant Chief of Staff, Strategic Deterrence 
and Nuclear Integration (AF/AlO) and the Director, Space Acquisition, Office of the Under 
Secretary of the Air Force (SAF/USA). Unfortunately, due to the fonnalities of the budgetary 
process, the Air Force has been unable to implement a reprogramming ofFY2009 funds and 
immediately implement an ICBM Solid Rocket Motor Life Extension Program. 

As a result of this bureaucratic budgetary conundrwn our nation risks losing unique and 
irreplaceable expertise and skills. Specifically, delaying the implementation of a life extension 
program until FY 2010 will incur an estimated $20 million in additional costs. As we are sure 
you would agree, using funds to· close a production facility only to reopen that same facility a 
few months later is not a responsible use of taxpayer funds. 

In addition, the true value of maintaining the limited production of solid rocket motors, is to 
ensure that our nation has a highly skilled work force that can produce technically demanding 
land-based ICBM solid rocket motors. Under the current plan, 500 of these workers, who have 
irreplaceable specialized skills, will be laid off. Even if the Life Extension Program is initiated 
in FY20 10 only approximately 120 workers will be rehired. However, due to the continued 
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uncertainty surrounding this program many of these workers may not retwn, resulting in further 
additional unwarranted costs. In addition, a long-standing supplier base would be disrupted. 

Therefore, we respectfully request your assistance in approving a reprogramming request of 
FY2009 PRP closeout funds to instead be used to immediately commence an ICBM Solid 
Rocket Motor Life Extension Program. In addition. we ask that you facilitate a meeting between 
the Commander, Air Force Materiel Command, General Donald J. Hoffman and us to discuss the 
execution of your reprogramming request. Finally, we also request a status report on the study 
that the Congress directed to be completed by the Secretary of Defense. 

We stand ready to assist with a related reprogramming request, or with any other avenue of relief 
that may be available, and look forward to your prompt reply. 

Orrin G. Hatch 
United States Senator 

Sincerely, 

a~~ Rob Bishop 
Member orcon:ess 

Robert F. Bennett 
United States Senator 

•. 



CAR!.LE~IN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN 

EllWARD U. KiiNNiDY, MASSACHUSEnS 
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E~AN BAVH, INDIANA 
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CLAIRE McCASKLL, MISSOURl 
MARK UDALL. COLORADO 
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JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 
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JOHN THUNE, SOUTH OAKOT A 
MEL MARTINEZ. FLORIOA 
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RK:HARO 0 DFBOBES. STAFF OIAECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ilnitrd ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051Q-6050 

March 24, 2009 

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Committee on 
Armed Services, Senator Mel Martinez plans to travel to Spain during the period April 
12-17, 2009. Senator Martinez will be accompanied by Daniel W. Fisk. his personal 
staffer who has been designated to the Senate Armed Services Committee. 

[would appreciate the support and assistance. of the Department of Defense in 
providing such transportation~ including the use of foreign carrier air transportation~ as 
may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the Air Force could 
be designated as the action agency for this travel. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tlnitcd ~tatm ~cnatc 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 25, 2009 

This letter is to request assistance for Ms. Madelyn R. 
Creedon, Counsel, and Mr. Daniel A. Lerner, Professional Staff 
Member, on the Senate Armed Services Committee, to travel by 
commercial transportation to California. Ms. Creedon will be 
traveling during the period April S-9, 2009; and Mr. Lerner will 
be traveling during the period April 6-9, 2009. 

The purpose of their trip is to receive briefings on missile 
defense and defense space programs at Los Angeles Air Force Base, 
Vandenberg Air Force Base, and Edwards Air Force Base. It is 
requested that the Department of the Air Force be assigned the 
action agent for this trip. 

ExPenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary 
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized 
by 31 u.s.c. 1108{g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

Carl Levin 
Chairman 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinittd ~tates ~tnatt 
COry'IMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051Q-6050 

March 25, 2009 

This letter is to request assistance for Ms. Madelyn R. 
Creedon, Counsel, and Mr. Daniel A. Lerner, Professional Staff 
Member, on the Senate Armed Services Committee, to travel by 
commercial transportation to Alabama and Colorado. Ms. Creedon 
will be traveling during the period April 15-17, 2009; and Mr. 
Lerner will be traveling during the period April 12-17, 2009. 

The purpose of their trip is to receive briefings on missile 
defense and defense space programs at Redstone Arsenal, Shriever 
Air Force Base, and Peterson Air Force Base. It is requested 
that the Department of the Air Force be assigned the action agent 
for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary 
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized 
by 31 u.s.c. 1108(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Levin 
Chairman 
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JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
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JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

1anitcd ~tates £'cnatc 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051o-6050 

March 25, 2009 

This letter is to request assistance for Mr. William K. 
Sutey and Mr. John H. Quirk v, Professional Staff Members on the 
senate Armed Services Committee, to travel by commercial 
transportation to Florida, Virginia, and Louisiana, during the 
period April 14-17, 2009. 

The purpose of their trip is to survey Department of 
Defense and Department of the Army plans and programs related to 
current and future security force assistance operations at the 
United States Special Operations Command, United States Joint 
Forces Command, Joint Readiness Training Center, and 162d 
Brigade. It is requested that the Department of the Army be 
assigned the action agent for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and 
necessary expenses and such transportation as may be required is 
authorized by 31 u.s.c. 1108(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Carl Levin 
Chairman 
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JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

1Rnitrd ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051()-6050 

March 25, 2009 

In connection with my responsibilities as Chainnan of the Senate Conunittee on 
Armed Services, I plan to travel to Poland, Czech Republic, Russia, and BeJgiwn during 
the period April 12-18, 2009. Senator Susan M. Collins, who is also a Member of the 
Senate Committee on Armed Services, will travel with me. I will be accompanied by two 
Senate Committee on Armed Services Staff Members, Richard D. DeBobes, Staff 
Director and Richard W. Fieldhouse, Professional StaffMember. Senator Collins will be 
accompanied by Robert Epplin, her personal staffer who has been designated to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in 
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier, as may be required. It 
would also be appreciated if the Department of the Army could be designated as the 
action agency for this travel. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Chainnan 

Ill 
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The Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Secretary of Defense 
WashingtOn. DC 20301 

-Dear Secretary Gates: 

SltJCT COMMITlU ON U'llEWGENCe 

WASHINGTON. DC 206~o-N7!1 

March 30, 2009 

SSCI i2009-1404 

Enclosed please find the "Terms of Reference ofthe Senate Select Committee on 
Intelligence Study of the Central Intelligence Agency's Detention and Interrogation 
Program,n which the Committee adopted on March s. 2009, by a strong bipartisan vote. 
In the course of the review, we may be submitting requests for documents to departments. 
and agencies in addition to the CIA, including the Department of Defense. Accordingly, 
we wanted to make sure that you are aware of the scope of our review. 

A thorough review of the detention and interrogation program is essential for 
shaping future detention and interrogation policies. We are aware of the related 
responsibilities of two of the Special Task Forces that you arc now either helping to lead 
as Co.Chair or Co-Vice- Chair = the Special Task Force on Interrogation and Transfer 
Policies (Executive Order 13491) and the Special Task Force on Detainee Disposition 
(Executi'Y¢ Order 13493). Our review; and these reviews, share common interests. We 
look forw.-d to working together with you and others in the AdminiS1ration on the 
policies that will guide the CIA's detention and interrogation efforts in the future. 

We have marked the Terms of Reference as ''Committee Sensitive.'1 Otberthan as 
released by the Committee, it is our intention that the Terms ofRcfercncc should not be 
made available to the public and should be used for official government use only . 

........... ~ . ?d 1-' • 

~~~~~ ~~~~ 
Dianne Feinstein Christopher S. Bond 
Chairman Vice Chairman 

Enc.: Tcnns of Reference, Senate Select Committee on Intelligence Study of the 
Central Intelligence Agency's Detention and Interrogation Program 

Ill 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinittd ~tatrs ~matt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 26, 2009 

On March 24, 2009 I wrote to you regarding the travel plans of Senator Mel 
Martinez and his staffer, Daniel Fisk, during the period April 12-17, 2009. 

This letter is to advise that Senator Martinez's schedule requires him to depart 
from Orlando. Florida via Miami to Madrid. Similarly, for scheduling reasons, on his 
return from Madrid, Senator Martinez needs to return to Orlando, Florida. In addition, it 
is necessary for Mr. Fisk to travel roWidtrip from Washington to Madrid via Miami, 
Florida in order to be able to accompany Senator Martinez on the international portions of 
this trip. 

I would appreciate your continued support and assistance in connection with this 
travel. 

S cere~. • . 

Leqr-
Chairman 
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.. H~norable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense . 
I 000 Defense Pentagon · 

··Washington, DC 20301-1000 .· 

Dear .. ¥f~ Secretary: 
- . . . . . . 

tlnitnt ~tates ~matt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES . 

WASHINGTON, OC 20510--(3050 

March 26 ·2009 ' . 

. _:·>Enclosed h~e~ith ate copies of s. 711, to require mental health screenmgs for 
members of the Ainied Forces who are deployed in conn~ion with a contingency 

. operation, ·and for other purposes. I am forwarding this legislation to you for yolirreview. 

So ihat we ·can cm1sid~ your views when the Committee reviews this Iegislatipn, 
. please submit to- this c·ommittee the recommendations of your Department-with -reference 

· , tothis Iegjsl.ion. 

Enclosures 

'; : < ·.·.· ... 

\[;.'--.;:;::f. .. .--
Carl·:Le~ 
Chainnan 

'·• 

·~· .. :. 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

~nitro ~tatrs ~rnatc 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 27, 2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 731, to amend title 10, United States Code, to 
provide for continuity ofTRICARE Standard coverage for certain members of the Retired 
Reserve. [ am forwarding this legislation to you for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. 

Enclosures 

S oorel~ 

CarlLevm 
Chairman 



BENJAMIN L. CARDIN 
UNITED STATES SENATOR 

MARvt.ANO 

llnitro ~tatts ~matt 
Dashin,gton, ~ct 2051 o 

March 18, 2009 

The Honorable Robert L. Wilkie 
Assistant Secretary (Legislative Affairs) 
Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301-13'00 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

r 

I am writing to you to request your consideration to provide my 
office a Department of Defense Legislative Fellow for calendar year 
2010. 

serving as my 2009 Defense Pellow is ._<b_X_6)~------_. 
.__ _____ ~a Navy Medical Service Corps Officer. He is a most 

welcomed addition, and his expertise in Navy Medicine and military 
construction has proven extremely beneficial to my projects team as 
Maryland's military bases undergo the BRAC transition. 

I ask that you give special consideration to providing my office 
with a Defense Fellow for 2010 who possesses a similar Navy or Army 
medical background. This would provide my office with an invaluable 
ability to better understand the intricacies of the medical planning 
efforts, challenges and noteworthy· achievements toward the successful 
completion of the Walter Reed National Medical Center. 

~~~~~~·a_~~,~~~~ering to you my personal thanks for allowing 
.__ __________________ __. to join my staff for the 2009. program. He is a 
most impressive representative·of the !Department of Defense and 
proudly exemplifies the professionalism of the men and women serving 
in our Nation's Armed Forces. 

I lOgk f2£!ard to woaking with you to continue this mutuallY. 
benefic1al program. Should you have any questions , pl ease contact me 
or my Chief of Staff, Mr. Chris Lynch at (202) 224- 4524 or 
chri s_ lynchecardin.senate.gov. 

... , 
• p 

1 
Si~c"[Lt.; 

~~ L. cardin 

..... . 

Reply To: n 6os HAAT SENATE OFFICE BUI~ING 
WASHIN(;TON.·Dc·21i61G-2o04 
(~21 224-4624 . . . . . 
WWW.CAROIN.SENATE.GOV 

\ . • :. 

. ' ! 

United States Senator 

... 
. - . .! I • • 

Printed on ·.• 
Recycled Peper 

~· .... . 

. Reply To: 0 TOWER 1 sum: 1110 
100 S. CHARLES STliEET 

·. · ·BALTIMORE. MD 21201 
(410) 962-4436 

#', • 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

llnitro ~tatrs ~rnatt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 31, 2009 

On March 24 and March 26, 2009 I wrote to you regarding the travel plans of 
Senator Mel Martinez and his staffer, Daniel Fisk, during the period April12-17, 2009. 

This letter is to advise that Daniel Fisk will no longer accompany Senator 
Martinez. Instead. Senator Martinez will be accompanied by Tom Weinberg, his Chief of 
Staff and his personal staff member who has been designated to the Committee. 

I would appreciate your continued support and assistance in coJ;lllection with this 
travel. 

cerel:·oA .. 

Lev~ 
Chairman 

IIIII 
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ctOUIJft55 Of tbt It nittb i>tatt! 
Rla~bington. I\4C 20515 

March 9, 2009 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-10000 

'Dear Secretary Gates and Admiral Mullen: 

Admiral Michael Mullen 
Chainnan of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
9999 Joint StaffPentagon 
Washington, DC 20318-9999 

We understand that the Air Force will be deciding soon where to base the new Global Strike 
Command headquarters, and we know that you have been monitoring the decision process since 
it began last fall. As part of our effort to inform senior defense leaders, it is our pleasure to 
provide you with this copy of"Why Minot," a comprehensive description ofhow Minot, North 
Dakota, meets or exceeds all Air Force Global Strike Command headquarters basing criteria. 
We have also sent this material to Secretary Donley, General Schwartz and General Corley. 

"Why Minot" showcases the full array ofbenefits that the base and the city have to offer. We 
want to stress in particular how Minot is the only location that offers the ability to bring direct 
oversight to every aspect of the operational nuclear mission. Minot possesses the complete range 
of Air Force operational nuclear expertise.- a nucJear bomber wing, an ICBM wing, and a 
nuclear weapons storage area. A major lesson of the past two years is that the Air Force must 
increase command supervision at the operational level Standing up a new major command 
without doing so would be a major missed opportunity. 

We also want to stress the incredible support the community of Minot offers the Air Force. 
Strong support by the community will pay dividends for the Air Force by helping to ease issues 
like the envirorunental assessment process and base expansion. When combined with our 
delegation's commitment to assisting the Air Force in its mission to restore confidence in nuclear 
surety and regain its reputation as the world's best nuclear steward, this support is unparalleled. 

After reviewing ''Why Minot," we believe you too will agree that Minot is indeed the best 
location for Global Strike Command! Thank you as always for your service. 

\ /' J ' Sincerely, 

'~ ~~KJt~~ ~ENT CONRAD ~ '?rvRON DORGA 
U.S. Senate U.S. Senate 



Apr. 1. 2009 10:47A~ SENATOR HARRY REID 

• HARRY REIO . -
'llnil!d ~mtrJ ~tt 

The Hcmorable Roben M; Oates 
SecretarY, Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pemaaon 
WasbingtoD. DC 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHIHGTON, DC 1CJI11)..'70f2 

March 31, 2009 

No.4524 P. 2/3 

It bas come to my attention that a company- SolarReservc- baa identified a site lle8l 

To.aopab, Nevada for a .state of 'the 111 sollr power plant that could produce enough po:wer to 
serve 100.000 homes. Tbi.s facility requires a tower sJmilar to a large smoke stack about 600, feet 
tall. The primacy impediment to .moving tp~ on thls facility is an imminent objection from 
the· Defeme Department 

Of apparent c:oncem to DOD is tbat tbe site for tbe proposed solar power pJant is located 
2S miles northwest of the Nellis Air Force Ranp, beyond 1be town ofTonopah and over 1he San 
Antonio Mol11lDlins. It is my undcmandiq that the Air Force• 1 eoDQCI'B is related to potentiaJ 
interference with radar aDd the heiaht of the tower. 

Solarhserve began discussions with the Air Force in early 2008. After meeting with the 
Netllis AFB radar expetU, the company has already agreed once to move the solar project ftolp a 
proposed site S Dilles away from the base to the current site in order to greatly diminish any 
impaot tbe project might have on military activities. Now. howevet, the Air Force has exfeDded 
its objeetions to the new site. 

I appreciate the need for exercising caution in making decisions that could affect military 
trainiDg 8Dd tesri:Ds activities. The Depm1meot must easure that projects do not interfere with its 
critical activities. AI: the same time, I am very concemed by the Department's imttention to 
developing :mitigation strate,gies tbat provide for the safe dnelopmall of renewable energy 
fiM:ilities and the complete laclc of a standardized. centraliZed process fot reviewing impaas of 
pl'OJIOSed r=ew'able =eJ1Y projects near militaly bases. That is one ofthe reasons why I spoke 
with you about this subject in November 2007 8lld met with fonner Air Force Secretary Michael 
Wynne over a year ago. I have aJso enclosed al~ I sent U> Secretary Wynne early last year 
before he retired, explaining some of my suggestions. 

'I'M Amcrioan Recovery 8lld .R.einve.sbne:nt Act (ARRA) reeeDtly siped iDto law by the 
President proWfes comp&Dies with iaccntives for breaking groUDd on soJar power facllities 
within the next two ,em. It is importat that pzomisiq n:newable eDeTIY projects receive close 
and expedited ateratiOD from Federal ageudes tbat play a role iD the petmitti.ag of such 1acilides · 
so tbat they ate able to utilize~ iac:eatives to =ar.o thoUSIIlds of jobs ad olea power iD tbe 
near future. Further, I would .aote that ARRA prov.ides ampN fUnds, should any be needed, for 
quickly developing or deployiDg 111y necetSa1'Y mitigation stratesies. 
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' . 

I urge you to cxpeditiowlly review the proposed solar plant near Tonopah, and ro begin 
workiDc to establish a standaldi=l procedure for reviewing renewable eDIJf8Y projects noar 
militaJy operaticms. If I cao. be of any help in tbis process, plwe dO not hesitate 10 contact me or 
have your staff contact Bob Herbert (202·228-4578) or Alex McDoaougb. (202-224-1052) of my 
statT. 

Encl. 
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DIRISl'OF'foER S. BOND, MISSOURI 
MITCH McCONNELL. KENTUCKY 
RICHARD C. SHELBY. ALABAMA 
JUDD GREGG, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
ROBERT F. BENNETT, UTAH 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

iinittd ~tatts ~mate 
COMMITIEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

WASHiNGTON, DC 20510-6025 
http://appropriations.senate.gov 

April 3, 2009 

I am aware that the Department of Defense is analyzing the requirements and future 
program options for a revised Armed Reconnaissance Helicopter (ARH) based on termination 
of the former ARH-70A program in October oflast year. Given the age of the Vietnam-era 
OH-58 Kiowa Warrior which a new ARH is being designed to replace, I support moving 
forward with a replacement program. However, the last two Army efforts to replace the 
Kiowa Warrior fleet, the RAH-66 Comanche program and the ARH-70A program, resulted in 
program terminations due to requirements growth, cost overruns and schedule delays after 
significant taxpayer investment. 

After two failed attempts, my greatest concern is that we attempt yet another new 
costly development program to meet ARH mission requirements. Therefore, I encourage the 
Department to consider modifying an existing modern platform to provide capabilities which 
exceed the current OH-58 fleet which is based on 40-50 year technology and is no longer in 
production. 

In order to accomplish this and mitigate program risk, the Department should begin 
ARH risk reduction efforts in fiscal year 2010 and not wait Wltil fiscal year 2012. A risk 
reduction effort to build ARH capabilities on an existing and in-service aircraft offers a 
substantial advantage in terms of cost, risk and schedule versus another attempt at a new 
development program. 

I look forward to working with you to get this much needed capability to the force at 
the earliest opportunity. With best wishes, 

Cordially, 

rt!:t~~ 
Vice Chainnan 
Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Defense 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ttnittd ~tarrs ~rnat£ 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-8025 
http://appropriations.senete.gov 

April 3, 2009 

I am aware that the Department of Defense is analyzing the requirements and future 
program options for a revised Armed Reconnaissance Helicopter (ARH) based on termination 
ofthe former ARH-70A program in October oflast year. Given the age ofthe Vietnam-era 
OH-58 Kiowa Warrior which a new ARH is being designed to replace, I support moving 
forward with a replacement program. However, the last two Anny efforts to replace the 
Kiowa Warrior fleet, the RAH-66 Comanche program and the ARH -70A program, resulted in 
program terminations due to requirements growth, cost overruns and schedule delays after 
significant taxpayer investment. 

After two failed attempts, my greatest concern is that we attempt y"et another new 
costly development program to meet ARH mission requirements. Therefore, I encourage the 
Department to consider modifying an existing modem platfonn to provide capabilities which 
exceed the current OH-58 fleet which is based on 40-50 year technology and is no longer in 
production. 

In order to accomplish this and mitigate program risk, the Department should begin 
ARH risk reduction efforts in fiscal year 2010 and not wait Wltil fiscal year 2012. A risk 
reduction effort to build ARH capabilities on an existing and in-service aircraft offers a 
substantial advantage in terms of cost, risk and schedule versus another attempt at a new 
development program. 

I look forward to working with you to get this much needed capability to the force at 
the earliest opportunity. With best wishes, 

Cordially, 

f{!f~~ 
Vice Chainnan 
Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Defense 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

COMMITIEEON 
HOMELAND SECURITY AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6250 

March 27, 2009 

As Chainnan of the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee, I 
am writing to request that the Department of Defense sponsor a visit by Committee Staff 
to U.S. Northern Command Headquarters in April2009. The purpose of the visit would 
be to ex~Unine NORTHCOM's capabilities for CBRNE consequence management and 
support to civil authorities, its role in and preparations for border security operations, and 
preparedness for pandemic influenza, as part of my Committee's homeland security 
oversight responsibilities. 

I would very much appreciate if U.S. Northern Command could accommodate such a 
visit on April6-8, 2009. It is requested that the Department of the Navy be assigned the 
action agent for the trip. Committee staff members plaiuling to attend are as follows: 

Eric Andersen, Majority Professional Staff Member 
Aaron Firoved, Majority Professional Staff Member 
Bias Nufiez-Neto, Majority Professional Staff Member 
Thomas Richards, Majority Professional Staff Member, OGM Subcommittee 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses, and such 
transportation as may be required, is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108 (g). 

Thank you in advance for your assistance in coordinating this visit Please contact Eric 
Andersen at (202) 224-2627 to coordinate the details of the trip. 
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Apri13, 2009 

The Hononbl~ Robert M. Gatea 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Peatqon 
Wasbblgton. DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secletary Gates, 

WASHINGTON, DC 10510 

AGRICULTURE. NUTRITION AND 
FOR£STJIV 

"""ICING, HOUSING AND 
UlmAN AFFAIRS 

COMMfiRCE. SCIENCE AND 
T11ANSPORTA1KlN 

IIITERAMS' AI'I'AIRS 

INDIAN AFFAIIS 

I am deeply disappointed in the way the Air Force bas handled the recommendation 
process for the locatioD of Global Strike Command. 

It has c:ome to my attention that a scoring Pf'O'X'SS was employed to cYaluatc the 
prospective sites. This process was thoughtfully created and carefully executed during the 
evaluation. It resulted in Offutt Air Force Base (AFB) beiDa awarded a score of 89 out of 100 
poin1S. Tbc nearest competitor received only 81 points. Based on the outcome oftms analysis, 
Offutt AFB is the proper location for Global Strike Command. 

11helefore call on you to reject tbe Air Force's site recommendation, which ignored the 
Air Foree's own evaluation process, and to select the highest scorins site- Oft\ltt AFB- as the 
new localion of Global Strike Command. 

I understand that the next step in this procw is to conduct enviroameotal auc:ssments on 
all thm: oftbe top scorin& sites. You theaeforc have every opportunity to correct the Air fom='s 
poor judgmen& in its recommendation without causing my delay iD the process. · 

I look forward to your prompt response, and request a direct conversation or meeting 
w.itb you at your earliest convenience. I am deeply disappointed. in the Air Force•s handling of 
this matter. 

#f!~~~ 
cc: Michael Donley, Secretary of the Air Force 

Ben Nelson, United States Scuator 
Lee Terry, United States Co~ 

MUce 1ohlnns 
United States Senator 

Ill 
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WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

The Honorable William J. Lynn, III 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Lynn: 

April2, 2009 

The tragedy of September 11, 2001, is something Americans will never 
forget. Neither should we ever forget the first heroes who fought and died for us in 
our global struggle against Islamic extremism. The frrst American to die in this 
struggle was John Michael Spann, a CIA operative who was killed while collecting 
battlefield intelligence near Mazar-i-Sharif at the infamous Qala J angi fortress. 
The information surrounding the event at Qala Jangi has been well-documented in 
the Western media, including a two-and-one-half hour videotape, shot by a 
Northern Alliance intelligence official, which recorded events in the Qala Jangi 
fortress up to the moment when the uprising began, as well as a subsequent video 
of the event filmed by an on-scene foreign news crew that has aired on the 
Discovery Chrumel and the History Channel. In these videos, Spann is shown 
interviewing the first-known American Taliban/al Qaeda terrorist, John Walker 
Lindh, just moments before Spann's murder. Then-Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) Director George Tenet considered Spann's death monumental enough to 
publicly disclose his name and CIA affiliation at the time, an unprecedented act for 
the CIA. 

At that time of Spann's death, an American Navy Sea, Air, Land (SEAL) 
team member embedded in a British Special Boat Squadron team responded to the 
scene and attempted to rescue Spann. By the time he reached him, however, Spann 
had passed away. This heroic act by one American risking his life to save another 
at the earliest stages of our ongoing national struggle deserves broader 
dissemination among the American people. Recently, a Hollywood film producer, 
Mr. Brandon Hogan, made known his intention to factually depict the events that 
took place at the time of Spann's death. Mr. Hogan has been seeking factual 
information about this incident for the past five years. To date, he has conducted 
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multiple interviews with current and former U.S. officials to make certain that the 
stories of this event are not only accurate, but that the stories of the men who 
sacrificed their lives are not forgotten. 

We see no damage to national security in further disclosing more details 
concerning the events of November 25,2001, and we ask that you extend Mr. 
Hogan the opportunity to review documents and video footage of the Qala Jangi 
event. In addition, we request that information surrounding the events of 
"Operation Redwing" be made available to Mr. Hogan under the same conditions 
and circumstances the Department crafted for another Hollywood producer. As 
you will recall1 Operation Redwing was an operation that took place in 
Afghanistan during June 2005 that ultimately led to the largest loss of life in Navy 
SEAL history. 

We believe it is time to tell the stories of these heroic men involved with 
these incidents. Your accommodation to Mr. Hogan would assist in honoring the 
men who have lost their lives in Afghanistan while defending this nation. If you 
have any questions about our request, please contact Louis Tucker, the Minority 
Staff Director of the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence. Mr. Tucker can be 
reached at (202)224-1700. 

Sincerely, 

United States Senator 

~~ 
Richard C. Shelb; - - / 
United States Senator 

cc: The Honorable Leon Panetta, Director, Central Intelligence Agency 
The Honorable Dennis C. Blair, Director of National Intelligence 
The Honorable Robert M. Gates, Secretary of Defense 
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The Honorable Robert Gates, Secretary 
U.S. Pepartment of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington,_ DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

April 3, 2009 

Ia! 002 

720 HART SI!NATI' 0FACE BUilDING 
WAllt!llOG'TOII, DC 20510 

{202) 224-Gii51 
F~(202}228-0012 

www.bennefscm.senate.gav 

On April2, 2009, the U.S. Air Force announced that it had chosen BarksdaJe Air Force Base in Louisiana as the 
location of the new Global Strike Command to oversee the Air Force's nucleu operations •. In press reports 
announcing this decision, 'I was greatly ()oncerned to see allegations by a member of the Nebraska Congressional 
delegation that military commanders have asserted tha.t politics play a role in the' decision of the location of 
major new commands. 

Yet the Omaha World-Herald reported on April3, 2009, tbat "Rep. Lee Teuy said that while military 
cg~derJ; ltl-.iDtain~Ji~.l:bat.paljtics..are.lloti.nYolved..in. mch..docisions, tho¥ ~-in pmoate.1bat· , ~"" , ---· -·~· • -· 
politics do play a role. Terry said those politics occur primarily at the Senate level." This is a very serious· 
allegation which [believe merits serious consideration and a response by the U.S. Department of Defense 
(DoD). I atn greatly concerned by any accusation that Dop chose Barksdale Air Force Base as the locatiot:t of 
the Global Strike Command based on political considerations, particularly those in the Senate, rather than an 
objective evaluation of the qualifications of the bases. Such allegations, if left unaddressed, seriously undennine 
'the credibility and integrity of our anned services and the men and women who serve to keep our nation secure. 

I ask you to immediately investigate and report on tbe allegations by Congressman Terry as reported in die 
Omaha World-Hel'ald 1hat military commanders are basing their decisions on politics, in part in or in whole, 
rather than the interests of DoD and the security of our nation. 

Since Congressman Teny provided no specifics to back up his allegations, some could choose to discount them 
as baseless. However, since Offutt Air Force Base scored highest overall of all the bases under consideration in 
the criteria used, and rated the highest or tied for. the highest in all six individual subcategories, it is difficult to 
explain why Offutt was not selected and to ugue that politics was not the basis for this decision. 

The longer such an allegation goes unaddressed, the greater the appearance of plausibility becOJJles. Therefore, 
I am requesting an immediate and thorough-investigation of this matter and look forward to yow response. 

EBN:ceg 

cc: The Hooorable Barack Obama 

440 I\IORTH 8TH STRE!T 
SUm: 120 

I.JNOOLN, NE 68608 
14021 441-4500 

FA)(: (402147&-6753 

FIELD REPRESENTATIVE 
PosT OFFice Box 2105 
KEAHN~:V, NE 68848 

131l8)293-5818 

FIELD AEPI'IEsi!NT'.O.TIVE 
POST OFFICE Box 1472 

ScOTT58LI.IFF, NE 69363 
(!lOB) 631-7614 
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FieLD fiEPFESENTAlNE 
POST OFACE Box 791 

SOUTH SIOUX CrTY, NE 687711 
(4021209-35!15 

7602 PACIFIC Sl'Re&T 
S\m205 

OMAHA, NE 118114 
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I 
I 
j 
! 

i 

i 
! 



PATRICK LEAl-tV OOMMIITiiES< 

AGRICULTURE, NUTRITIOH. AND 
FORESTRY 

1/BlMOI\/T 

ti.nittd ~tatrs ~mate · 

April 3, 2009 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: . 

WASHINGTON. DC 20510-4502 

APPROPRIATIONS 

JUDICIARY 

A recent report by Human Rights Watch (HRW) describes the use ofU.S.-manufactured 
white phosphorus (WP) artillery shells during Operation Cast Lead in Gaza (December 
27,2008- January 18, 2009). According to HRW's field investigation, all of the WP 
shells that HRW found in Gaza are from the same lot, manufactured in the United States 
and marked: THS89D112-003 155MM M825El. It is my Wlderstanding that THS89 is 
the manufacturer identification code denoting that the shells were produced in April, 
1989 .by Thiokol Aerospace, which operated the Louisiana Anny Ammunition Plant at 
the time; 112-003 are the interftX and sequence numbers, which denote that several lots 
of the same ammunition were being produced simultaneously; 155MM stands for the 
caliber of the artillery shell. M825El is the U.S. military designation for an older 
remanufactured M825 white phosphorous shell that has been brought up to the current 
M825Al standard. 

Additionally, Reuters news agency photographed Israeli Defense Force (IDF) M109 
artillery units near the Gaza strip handling M825Al projectiles on January 4, 2009 with 
the lot number PB-91 JO 11-002A, indicating these were produced in the United States at 
the Pine Bluff Arsenal in September 1991. 

There are also reports that WP was air-burst over densely populated urban· areas during 
the military campaign. In order to better understand how American manufactured WP 
got to the IDF's arsenal and also how U.S. tactics, techniques, and procedures (TIPs) 
may differ from IDF TIPs, we would appreciate your answers to the following questions: 

Under what mechanism was the white phosphorus from the two lots noted above 
transferred/sold to Israel? 

- Are there any transfer or use restrictions placed upon Israel by the United States? 
- ·noes the U.S. still provide Israel with WP munitions? If so what type? When 

was the most recent transfer/sale of WP to Israel? 
- How much WP has the U.S. sent to Israel in the last 10 years? 
- Who produces and where is WP currently produced in the United States? 

Where does the U.S. Army get WP munitions from? 
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- What are the U.S. Army's TTPs for employment of 155MM WP? 
o Does the U.S. Army air burst WP? For what reason? What are the 

restrictions? 
o Does the U.S. Army allow WP to be fired over urban areas? What if any 

restrictions are placed on such actions? 
o Why does the U.S. Army employ WP, beyond the creation of 

smokescreens? 
o In what manner does the U.S. Army employ WP? 
o At what level is the employment of WP authorized? 
o Does the U.S. Army still use WP as a weapon as it did in the Second 

Battle of Fallujah in 2004? If so, what restrictions are placed on the use of 
WP as a weapon? 

- What alternatives to WP does the US Army have available to it? Under what 
conditions would it employ an alternative to WP? 

. Thank you for your assistance. 



CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN 

EDWA.RO M. KI:NNtDY, MASSACHUSETTS 
ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST \IIRGINIA 
JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN. CONNECTICUT 
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND 
O.A.NIEl K_ Ak'AI(A, HAWAII 
BILL NELSON, FLORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA 
EVAN BAVH, INDIANA 
JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA 
ClAIRE MCCASKILL, MISSOURI 
MARK UDALL. COLORADO 
KA V R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS 

JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA 
JAMES M. INHOFE. OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS, ALAeAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBUSS, GEORGIA 
LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROUNA 
JOt<N THUNE. SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEl ~ARTINez, FlORIDA 
ROGER F. WJCI(ER, MISSISSIPPI 
RICHARD HURR, NORTH CAROLINA 
DAVID \liTTER, LOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS. MAINE 

RICHARD D DeBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSE~H W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
l 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ttnitcd ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051Q-6050 

April l, 2009 

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Committee on 
Anned Services, Senator Jack Reed plans to travel to Kuwait, United Arab Emirates, 
Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Iraq during the period April 13-20, 2009. Senator Reed will 
be accompanied by Ms. Elizabeth King, his personal staffer who has been designated to 
the Committee. 

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in 
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier and military air 
transportation, as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the 
Anny could be designated as the action agency for this travel. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 
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JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SE.SS:IONS, ALABAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBUSS. GEORGIA 
LINDSEY GRA>IAM, SOUTH CAROLINA 
JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOT4 
MEL M""TINEZ. FLORIDA 
ROGER ~- WIC1tEft, MISSISSIPPI 
RICHARD BURR. NORTH CAROLINA 
DAVID VITIER, LO\JISIAIIIA 
SUSAN M. COlLINS, MAINE 

RICHARD 0. O.BOBES. STAFF DIREC"rOR 
JOSEI'H W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

CJ.anit£d ~tat£S ~£nat£ 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

April 1, 2009 

This letter is to request assistance for Mr. Adam J. Barker, 
Research Assistant, on the Senate Armed Services Committee, to 
travel by commercial transportation to California and Illinois, 
during the period April 5-10, 2009. 

The purpose of his trip is to visit facilities at Camp 
Pendleton, Naval Special Warfare Command, MCAS Miramar, and Third 
Fleet HQ in California; and Navy Recruit Training Command (Battle 
Station 21) in Illinois to receive briefings on issues pertinent 
to current operations and needs for the upcoming fiscal year, as 
well as meetings with officers and enlisted personnel on issues 
of concern. It is requested that the Department of the Navy be 
assigned the action agent for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary 
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized 
by 31 u.s.c. 1108(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

•••ilill 



President Barack Obama 
. The White House . 

Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

tinitnf i'tatrs ~rnatr 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

March 26, 2009 

We are writing to urge you to retain adequate funding for the Next Generation Bomber in 
the Fiscal Year 2010 defense budget. A recent media report suggests that termination of :the 
Next Generation Bomber is being propcised by your administration as the Pentagon fmalizes its 

· FY20 10 budget request. We believe termination of the Next Generation Bomber wau\d do 
tremendous damage to our nation•s future ability to project power abroad, and runs counter to 
what senior defense officials in your Administration have stated about the need for a Next 
Generation Bom·ber. 

As you know, the 2006 Quadrennial Defense Review directed the Air Force to "develop a 
new land-based, penetrating long range strike capability to be fielded by 2018." The need for 
this new long range strike capability is mgent because, while our current wars.are beiitgfought 
in undefended airspace, the conflicts of the near-tenn future will likely feature heavily defended· 
airspace, due in large part to the proliferation of relatively inexpensive, but extremely . , 
sophisticated and deadly air defense systems. As General Michael Maples, Director of the 
Defense Intelligence Agency, noted during a March 10, ?009 Senate Anned ·Services Committee 
hearing on worldwide threats, "Russia, quite frankly, is the developer of most of those [adv~ced 
air defense] systems and is exporting those systems both to China and to other countrjes in the 
world." 

Nearly half of our bombednventory pre-dates the Cuban Missile Crisis. The 8w52 is a 
robust aircraft, but it is no longer survivable in defended airspace~ While the.B- I can be 
upgraded, it still lacks the vital stealth technology that affords a greater level of protection in 
defended airspace. With owy sixteen combat ready B:-2 bombers currently available with vital 
stealth technology tO hold targets deep in heavily defended airspace at risk, a decision to 
terminate the Next Generation Bomber would severely diminish o.ur ability to project power on a 
global scale in the future. Should you decide to tenninate this important program, the 
consequences to our national security would be grave. 

Aside from our view about the urgent need· for development of the Next Generation 
Bomber. senior officials you have s.elected to lead the Department of Defense have· stated the 
need for a Next Generation Bomber. Secretary of Defense Robert Gates discussed the need for a 
new bomber as recently as January of this year, in an article for Foreign Affairs entitled "A 
Balanced Strategy," writing that the United States' ability to strike fro~ o:ver the horizon will be 
at a premium in future conflicts and "will require shifts from short-range to loriger-range 
systems. such as the next~generation bomber.•• Michele Flournoy, Under Secretary of Defense 



for Policy, stated at her nomination hearing qn January 15, 2009 that "I think the need for long­
range precision strikes that can penetrate the most sophisticated enemy air defenses is absolutely 
critical." 

With an aging bomber fleet that is highly vulnerable to inexpensive yet sophisticated air 
defense systems rapidly being acquired by potential adversaries ofthe United States, continued 
development of the Next Generation Bomber is vital to our nation's future security. As senior 
defense officials within your Administration have stated, the need for a Next Generation Bomber 
is absolutely critical. Therefore, we respectfully urge you to continue development ofthe·Next 
Generation Bomber. 

Thank you for your atten.tion to this important matter. 

DAVID VIITER 
United States Senator 

/JA~ 
~~HNcoJ.: I .. 

United States Senator 

Sincerely, · 

-~'--~~ -OHNSO 

United Stat enator 

YHUTCHISON 

cc: Honorable Peter R. Orszag, Director, Office of Management and Budget 
Honorable Robert Gates, Secretary of Defe~se 
Honorable Michele Flournoy, Under Secretary of Defense, Policy 
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The Honorable Michele Flournoy 
Undersecretary of Defense for Policy 
Washington, DC 20001 

Dear Secretary F!oumoy, 

WASHINGTON, OC 20510·2503 

April 3, 2009 

Whal I have heard aboul lhe l,rc5ident's initial approach to formnlaring and executiq. a 
comprehensive strategy for Afghanistan and PakiSiilll is encouraging. This week I spoke at tb~ 
National Pre~ Club and the United States Institute ofPeace, offering my opinions on the 
regional situation and discussing my thDughts on the l~esidcnt's strategy. I am attaching a copy 
of my USIP speech for your consideration. 

While I still have some reservations about specific details of the strategy thall have not 
yet seen, I am cautiously optimistic that a well-resourced COIN Strategy, fully synchronized 
with development and governance assistance, will prevail. J believe that we can defeat al Qa'ida 
and the Taliban, and establish a stable Afghanistan. I also believe that there is still time to turn 
Pakistan back from the brink of radicalization and internal destruction. 

As th.e Vice Chairman of the Senace Select Committee on Intelligence and as an active 
membcrofth~ Defense Subcommittee and the Foreign Opet'ltions Subcommiteee of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee, I expect to play a central role in the Senate in working with you and 
other policy IIJakers to address and resource appropriately our nation's strategy to suceccd .in this 
region. 

1 am dedicated to working with you, other administration officials, and with my 
colleagues in the Congress to ensure that we win this war. When we do, our nation will emerge 
safer, stronger, and better protected from the forces of terrorism. We ha\'e no other option than 
to face rids cbai.lcngc head on 

I look forward to continued dialogue on this nlatter. 

EDClosure 

• 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington,.DC 20301 

March 30, 2009 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

We are concerned that veterans who served in Iraq and Afghanistan may be ill, and some may 
have actually died, as a result of exposure to dangerous toxins produced by bum pits used to 
destroy waste. The ·Military Times reports that scores of returning veterans who were exposed to 
bwn pits display similar symptoms: chronic bronchitis, asthma, sleep apnea, chronic coughs~ and 
allergy-like symptoms. Several also have cited heart problems, lymphoma, and leukemia We 
write to request that you direct relevant DoD personnel to fully comply with the VA's requests 
for infonnation needed to study the impact of these potential environmental exposures. 

Our experience with treating illnesses caused by Agent Orange and Gulf War Illness taught us 
that we must be vigilant in monitoring and treating our veterans long after they have returned 
from the battlefield. Although the Department of Defense c1l!Tently maintains that there are no 
health dangers to troops from exposure to burn pits, we believe it is premature to dismiss 
concerns raised about burn pits after only a few years. 

As you know, a joint study of the burn pit at Balad Air Base found that toxins were present, 
including carcinogens such as dioxin, but that they did not exceed military exposure guidelines 
for those exposed to the fumes for one year. The Defense Health Board revieWed the study last 
year. While the Board found that the study was generally adequate, it identified several 
weaknesses in the ~y. ~eluding the lack of a comprehensive analysis.ofthe interaction of 
various toxins and the failure to conduct a valid study of relevant health records. It identified 
several ways in which the Army could improve its examination of dioxin serum sampling and 
analysis of respiratory illnesses. 

~ Independent scientists•who have reviewed the joint study of the Balad Ai_r Base have informed us 
that there is a significant danger that veterans may become ill as a result of exposure to fumes 
emanating from such burn pits. They also noted that the underlying data supporting the study 
was not included and that it will be difficult to ascertain the potential health care implications of 
exposure to the fumes without this data 

For this reason, we request that you make this underlying data available to our staff and to the 
Government AccoWltability Office for its review, in a classified setting if required. 

Meanwhile, the real indicators of the dangers to veterans are the long-term health measures of· 
those exposed rather than less reliable environmental reports. Therefore, the study of those 
known to be exposed by burn pits should be the primary focus. . · 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 



Responding to a recent Congressional request along these lines, Veterans Affairs Secretary 
Shinseki gave assurance that he is taking seriously our concerns about the dangers of burn pits. 
In the enclosed message, Secretary Shinseki committed to take the following actions which relate 
to the Department of Defense: 

1. VA scientists have begun health studies on veterans of the cutTent conflicts in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, including requesting assistance from the Department of Defense (DoD) for 
troop exposure and location data. 

2. VA is working with DoD to obtain all relevant exposure data with the goal of 
establishing potential correlations with health problems among affected veterans. To this 
end, VA has established a data sharing agreement with DoD that grants access to this data 
for separated veterans. VA scientists will also review data gathered from DoD's Post 
Deployment Health Assessment (PDHA) surveys, which ask about exposures to smoke 
from burn pits, subsequent symptoms, and a variety of other health related questions. 

Since time is of the essence and the lives of our troops and veterans are at stake, we are 
requesting your expressed commitment that the Pentagon will fully cooperate with the VA in this 
matter so that these analyses can be completed as quickly and accurately as possible. We also 
request that you direct the relevant Department of Defense offices to fully cooperate with the 
VA' s studies. 

Thank you for your attention and assistance in this matter. 

~~ 
• 

s~~~-
Sena~r Evan Bayh Representative Steve Cohen 

Senator Ron Wf(ieil 
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The Honorable Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 
' 

WASHINGTON, DC 2061Q-1404 

March 20, 2009 

COMMITTEES: 

AIIMED SERVICES 
BANKING. HOUSING. AND URIAN AFFAIRS 

SELECTCOMumE& ON IHTnliGIENCE 

SMAlL BUSINESS 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON .o.GitiG 

I!IIIERGY 

I write today about a pending regulation regarding the use of specialty metals melted in the 
United States for defense items. As I understand, this and many other regulations have been put 
on hold pending a review by your Administration. 

I believe that it is important to maintain a strong defense industrial base, and that a domestic 
supply of strategic materials is vital to our national security. As such, I have supported 
Congressional efforts to ensure that the Department of Defense (DOD) purchases domestic 
specialty metals. However, I am aware that $er~ are outstanding questions regarding how the 
DOD should interpret the SpecialtY Metals Aniendment (10 U.S.C~ 2533b). . 

•• • • t ' 

I have written letters to senior Dbb officials in iec~nt II)onths regarding th~ interpretatio~ of 
recent statutory changes to the provision, which were enacted in'the FY 2008 National Defense 
Authorization Act. I am not alone in my questions ori this issue. nie House ·Armed Services 
Committee also included language in its Report on the FY 2009 National Defense Authorization 
Act expressing its concern regarding DOD's prelim~ inteipretation of the statutory changes 
with respect to two points: (1) the definition of''commercial-off-the-shelf-items (COTS) for 
purposes of the Specialty Metals Amendrile'nt; and (2) the definition of the term "produced," and 
whether the proposed definition would change the melting requirement of the law. 

The DOD issued a proposed rule in July 2008 that was not in concurrence with what was in the 
report for the FY 2008 National Defense Authorization Act. The proposed rule allowed 
components to be COTS items if the companent is modified for military applications. However, 
as I understand, current law requires that a COTS item to be ~offered to the Gov~ent, without 
modification, in the same form in which it is sold in the. comrileicial marketplace." 

I am also conc~med the pro.Posed rule ~y create a preced~ni by permitting the use of imported 
specialty metals - such as minor ·plate- which are subjected to· miniriutl processing operations 
following importation. While I remain ·adamantly in favor ofany ·actions necessary to provide 
force protection equipment to our military, I as1,c that your staff consider whether the waivers and 
exceptions in the existing statutory framework inay Jl)ake this expansion.ofth.e definition . 
unnecessary. · ·· · · · · ·. · ·' -- · - . 

; ,.· 

• 4 •• • ·.:· 



Further, as I understand, the DOD's proposed rule was never issued as a final regulation. 
However, the Genera] Services Administration (GSA) recently incorporated it into a final rule 
(48 CFR Parts 2, 3, 12, 23; 25, and 52) in an effort by GSA to be consistent with the definition 
that was provided in draft fonn by the DOD. In order to fix this problem, I ask that these GSA 
provisions be part of your regulatory review and subject to revision ~ordingly. 

The proposed DOD rule implementing changes in the Specialty Metals Amendment, and the 
regulatory changes adopted by the GSA, warrant full consideration. I am concerned how they 
will impact the ability of domestic specialty metals manufacturers to produce and supply these 
materials, aDd how they may create a dependency on offshore sources for these critical materials. 

' . 

Our·military cannot permit supply disruptions in a time of war. I believe that the Specialty 
Metals Amendment provides the incentive our metals suppliers need to invest in the 
technologically advanced materials that remain vital to our defense industrial base. We ask that 
your Administration consider these matters in the course of its regulatory review. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you or your staff have any questions or concerns. Thank 
you for your continued service and leadership. 

cc: Director Peter Orszag 
Secretary Robert Gates 

EvanBayh 
United States Senator 



EDWARD M. KENNEDY 
MASSACHUSEITS 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear~ Oltea: . . ~ .... -------

ti.nittd ~mtts ~matt 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-2101 

February 24, 2009 

, I"m 'M'iliba to roquest your support for fuadiat of the C.. for~ ofMOdiciDe IDil 
Innovative Technology (CIMIT) in the President's Filcal v.- 2010 Depu1.mllatofDefenlc budpt ill the 
amount of SlS million. 

CIMIT, a research consortium in MassachuseUs consisting of 12 member institutions, was founded 
10 years ago by a medical innovator and Vietnam veteran to improve oombat casualty and soldier/civilian 
care by brin&ing together clinicians and engineen to encourage more rapid and effective development of 
innovative. medical technology, procedw-es and processes. The consortium consists of Massachusetts 
General Hospital, Brigham and Women's Hospital, Partners HealthCaJe, MasSGbusetts Institute of 
Technology, the Charles Stark Draper Laboratory, Beth lsrael Deaconess Medical Center, Boston Medical 
Center, Boston University, Children's Hospital Boston, Newton-Wellesley Hospital, and the VA Boston 
Healthcare System. The Center itself is located at Harvard Medical School. 

CIMIT investigators have developed innovative technologies and new treatments in a timely fashion 
in major areas of need: Trauma and Casualty Care, Infection Control and Sepsis, Spinal Cord Injury, 
Enhancing Performance, and Skin and Milscle Imtervation. They have established new programs on 
Traumatic Brain Injury, and Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, and these programs are led by nationally 
recognized research clinicians who address these serious and growing challenges. 

The coasortium has already established linb widl the Depertment to translate its iimovational 
research to Drototweltestina and commercialization, IIDd the Department bas expressed interest in using the 
CIMIT model to ficilitate tianstatiODII NSeadl supported or conducted by its ·own personnel. 

CIMIT has the potential to be a major assistant to the Department in protecting and treating our 
soldiers, and I hope very much that you will support this funding. 

With gieat respect and my warmest wishes· 

·-·~·~ 



20~9·Ap-·09 07:19 PM Senator Sherrod Brown 2022286702 

SHII!RROD IROWN 
OHIO 
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lABOR. AND PENSIONS 

VETERANS' AFPAIRS 

The Honorable Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

April 8, 2009 

A1J the Depmiment of Defense evaluates candidates for positions at the Pentagon, I hope you will 
consider Dr. Mark Wayda, of Columbus, Ohio. I have every confidence that Dr. Wayda would 
be an invaluable addition to the Administration. Dr. Wayda. bfJ8 an outstanding career with a 
diverse background in joint operations, legislative relations, public affairs, and political 
communication. 

In his current role at the Adjutant General's Department of the Ohio National Guard, Dr. Wayda 
conc11t'l'el\tly manages the Department's Government Relations and Publie Affairs programs. In 
these roles, he has built lasting relationships with political advisors, policymakers, and Defense 
Department leaders, on the loeal, state. and federal levels, as well as managed all internal and 
external communications for the Ohio National Guard. Dr. Wayda has been instrumental in 
leading one of our nation1s largest National Guard forces> and has received the Ohio 
Distinguished Service Medal, the highest award a civilian may receive. 

During Dr. Wayda's time as the Chief of Executive Staff at the State Medical Board of Ohio, he 
successfully served as a liaison between the Medical Board and outside orgacintions, oversaw 
its budget, and supervised multiple departments. 

I am confident that Dr. Wayda. has the knowledge and experience necessary to succeed at the 
Department of Defense. He would serve our nation well at the national level as a valuable and 
trusted professional. Thank you for considering Dr. Wayda. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

212 
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIG4N, CHAIRM4N 

EDWARD M. KENIIEOY. MASSACHUSETTS 
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CLAIRo McCASKILL. MISSOURI 
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KAY R. HAGAN. NORTH CAROLINA 
MARK BEGCH, ALASKA 
AOLANOW. BURRIS, LLINOIS 
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JAM£S M INHOFE, OKlAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 
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JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEL IIIARTINE:Z. FLORIDA 
ROGER F. WICKER. MISSISSIPPI 
RtcHARD BUM:, NORTH CAROLINA 
DAVIDVITTEA. LOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS. MAINE 

FUCHAFW 0. DEBOBE$, STAFF OU\ECTOR 
JOSEPH W. 60WAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ilnitro ~mtrs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

April 7, 2009 

As Chairman and Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on PersolUlel, we are concerned about 
suicides by military members. 

On March 18, 2009 the Subcommittee held a hearing to examine the recent increase in military 
suicides and efforts by the services to prevent suicide. On March 25, 2009, the Subcommittee 
held a hearing on reserve component issues which also included a discussion of suicides of 
members of the National Guard and Reserve. 

We are concerned that the Reserve Components are not consistently reporting suicides by all 
service members, particularly those who are not in an active duty status. We be1ieve that to 
accurately understand both the extent of military suicides and the entire population at risk, the 
Department must require reporting of all suicides within the total force. This data also should be 
provided to researchers who are assisting the Department in the design of effective prevention 
strategies. 

We.request that you review the procedures of each of the reserve components for collecting and 
reporting suicide data, and institute uniform policies and procedures to ensure that suicides by 
members of the reserve components are reported as part of the total force of the Department of 
Defense. 

We request that you report to the Subcommittee within 90 days on the results of your review and 
actions taken to address these concerns. 

Sincerely~ 

E. Ben 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Personnel 
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The Honorable Robert Wilkie 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1300 Defense Pentagon · 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Wilkie: 

iinitnt ~tatrs ~cnatr 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051Q-6025 
http://appropriations.senate.gov 

March 31, 2009 

I have received the enclosed proposal from officials at Momentive Performance Materials 
in Sistersville, West Virginia, regarding the company's "Green Silanes" Process 
Development and Manufacturing project. 

I would appreciate your reviewing the enclosed proposal, and providing me with your 
comments about it. 

Thanking you in advance for your assistance, I am 

RCB:bwb 
Enclosure 



JACK REED 
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tinittd £'tatrs ~matt 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-3903 

. . i ,. .. March 20, 2009 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

W~OC: 

728 111ft s..- Office &.ildlng 
Woohinglan. DC 20511>-3903 

12021 224-4642 

1000 a.opol \Aow lkdooerd. Suite 290 c.-. RJ 02920-3074 
!4011943-3100 

One~ Tcrece, Room 408 
Prolllclonce, Rl 02903-1773 

!4011528-5200 

1 111001284--4200 

TOO IWoy Rlloclo Ward 
I (800) 74S-6SSS 

I write to strongly recommend ~...-<_6 ____ ____. to serve on the Defense Policy Board. 

(b)(6) is a woman of remarkable talent and intellect who possesses extensive subject 
matter expertise and sound foreign policy judgment. 

Cwrently, (b)(S) is a visiting professor at Tufts University's Fletcher School of Law 
and Diplomacy ere s e ectures on international security and nuclear regulation and 
proliferation matters. Prior to her tenure as visiting professor (b)(6) t at the Kennedy 
School of Govenunent and served as Vice Chair and Senior Consultant of the Conflict 
Management Group, a non·profit international dispute resolution organization. 

Recognizing her talents and abilities, in 1977, President fb!lF anno1 ted®<6
> :Jas 

Assis1ant Secretary. and later Under Secretary, of the Air Fon:e~~ _was charged with a 
wide nnge of responsibilities, including oversight of~n implementation of the 
depamnent ~udget, and man-power iSS\JtS. ~ (b)(S) awarded the :pistinguisbed 
Serviu Medal for .ber re~kable .$Crvice to our natio~. She a strong professional record, 
and I have attached her reswne for your review. .. · 

Throughout her career. (b)(S) mmi1ment to academia an4 public service has 
remained steadfast. She serves as Chairwoman of the Project on International Institutions and 
Conflict Management at Harvard Law School. She is a member of the CoWJcil on Foreign 
Relations and has a)lthored numeroUs publications QD defense and national secwity p,olicy . . 
including, most rec~tly, How American Threat Behavior Threatens N~o':"l! Security. 

PRINTED ON AE~LEO PAPER 
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RUSSELL D. FEINGOLD 
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The President 
The White House 

tinittd ~tatts ~matt 
WASHINGTON, DC 2051~904 

April 13, 2009 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue. NW 
Washington~ DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President, 

CoMMimf ON Til! 8U"""T 

tol'MITT&E Qll f<>MMIN flliLAffO'tS 

. CoMWITI'EE ON 'THE JU...,..,Y 

SEUCT C.,._,_ Off 'lomu,IIJINCI 

~TIC PclucvCoU-

I am very pleased by the safe rescue of Captain Richard Phillips and the crew of 
the Maersk Alabama, and applaud your excellent handling of this crisis. lam also 
pleased by your administration's expressed commitment to bolster the 
international naval presence and capabilities in the waters off the Hom of Africa to 
deter attacks, as well to strengthen the international legal framework to bring these 
pirates to justice. I look forward to working with you, Secretary Clinton and 
Secretary Gates in this regard. 

As you know~ piracy off the coast of Somalia is a symptom of the state collapse 
and instability on land; thus, any military actions we take will only be stopgap 
measures. In recent Congressional testimony, Director of National Intelligence 
Blair and Defense Intelligence Agency Director Anny Lt. General Michael 
Maples cited lawlessness and economic problems on land for the rise in piracy at 
sea. The ultimate solution to the problem of piracy, then, is the establishment of a 
functional government that can enforce the rule ofla:w. During the rule ofthe 
Council of Islamic Courts in 2006, there was a notable decline in piracy that can 
be attributed, in large part, to the rise of a central authority in southern Somalia. 
Without replicating the repressive rule of the Courts, we must keep in mind that 

. establishing a central governing structure in Somalia is critical to resolving. not 
just stopping, the problem of piracy. 

In February 2009,1 sent you a Jetter, which I have attached, that outlines the 
essential need to develop a comprehensive interagency strategy to stabilize 
Somalia and support effective governance. With the strategic review now 
underway, I reiterate my belief that expanded U.S. support for the new unity 
government must be a central component of that strategy. Furthennore. we must 
seize the· opening that lies before us by publicly declaring our commitment to 
high-level, sustained engagement that could help Somalia overcome the many 
challenges to peace and stability. 

0 401 ~tH SlftfCT 
A,_410 
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I met with President Sheik Sharif during a trip to the region this past December, 
just before his election, and met last month with the new government's Foreign 
Minister here in Washington D.C. In both meetings we discussed the importance 
of an inclusive process to unite Somalia and the importance of U.S. support to 
achieve that goal. 

Just as you have personally become engaged in the problem of piracy otT 
Somalia's coast, it is essential that you personally engage in U.S. efforts to address 
its origins on land. As a first step, I urge you to call President Sheik Sharif and 
indicate a clear commitment to work with his government not only on maritime 
insecurity issues, but also to help establish security and functional, inclusive 
governance within the country. This should be coordinated with other levels of 
engagement and complemented by ongoing discussions with our regional and 
international partners on a comprehensiv·e plan to support this transitional 
government and stabilize Somalia. 

We have a unique opportunity with the current level of attention to Somalia's 
waters to focus on developing a strategic approach that incorporates the broader 
probJems facing Somalia. I urge you to seize this opportunity, and stand ready to 
support and work with you on a comprehensive strategy that can help bring 
stability to this region. If we do not take this critical step, we will continue to 
see Somalia's historic instability manifest itself in piracy and growing extremism, 
both of which pose serious security threats in the region and around the globe. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
RusseJl D. Feingold 
United States Senator 

CC: The Honorable Hillary Clinton 
Secretary of State 

The Honorable Robert Oates 
Secretary of Defense 

The Honorable Dennis Blair 
Director of National Intelligence 

2 
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Honorable Roben M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentaaon 
Wasb.inaton. DC 10301·1 000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Aprlll4, 2009 

Ill foiSt W.s•''"'" .,..,.,11\1111 :101 
w-..L~. "'...,._7,41 

110'11 , ... , ... 

Those who serve in the National Guard are being asked to do m.oro in the serviee of our 
Nation than they have ever dono before and I applaud your efforts to seamlessly integrate cur 
Guarclsmen into the total forca. Among those Ouatdamcn wrrently scrvin& abroad are the 
members of the Alaska National Guard's 207rJJ Aviation Resbnent. who were deployed to 
. Kosova in November 2008 for a one year peacekeeping mission. 

S!I'Viee members serving in K.osovo are entitled to participate in the Kosovo R&R.leave 
program. This prosram provides up to 15 days of R&R.leave at aovemment expenso. However, I 
have come to lemu tha.llb.e program iUidelines cap airfare reimbursement at the cost to travel 
from Kosovo 10 Frlllklurt. Germany or Baltimore, Maryland. In re=tt weeks I have heard from 
the spouses of .members of the 201h Aviation Resiment that this cap is insufficient 10 cover the 
cost of travel from l<osavc to the Alaska homes of OUT deployed Guardsmen. The Guardsmen 
have been required to cover the difference in cost out of. their own pockets. Some of the 
Guardsmen have served in the Pmian Oulf and wonder why their R&R trip to Alaska was fully 
paid in that instance but only partially paid in this one. 

I understand tbat it is possible for your office to grant a waiver on this cap whieh would 
ooablc the Alaaka Guardsmen to truel home f'or R&R entirely at government expense. I also 
understand that the chain of commancl hu Initiated the process of &nmting a waiver. I would 
encourage you to grant the waiver when it com.t~ before you. 

One or more Aluka Guardsmen may currently be in transit oil their R&R nips. 1 would 
hope that the waiver, if granted. would enable these Guardsmen to seek reimbursem.eat for the 
difference between the capped RAR reimbmsement amount wheQ they began their trip and the 
tnaldmum amount allowable under t~ waiver. if granted. 

HQW'l&GEANP~BMAL 
IIIUII~OWIICI.SriVATI.OCV 
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While it ma.y coat a bit more to return an Alulca Guardsman home for RAR. than some of 
his comrades in arms, the increuteDtal investment is returned in dedication to service and family 
stability. Thank you for all that y()u and your team do to protect our Nation•s secwity. 

' MW'kow.sld 
United States Senator 

2!2 



JAMES M. INHOFE 

0KL.AHOMA 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

April 5, 2009 

Honorable William Lynn 
1010 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20310-1010 

Dear Mr. Lynn, 

I would like to invite you to join the civic leaders of 
Lawton Oklahoma and the members of the Lawton Fort Sill 
Chamber of Commerce to the Annual Capitol Hill Breakfast 
on Thursday, Aprii3Q, 2009. . ·· 

The breakfast will commence at 8:00 am in the Senate 
Caucus Room (#325), Russell Senate Office Building. We 
will enjoy a delicious meal, as well as enjoy the company of 
friends. 

Kindly RSVP to Joslyn Wood at 580-354-0021 or e­
mail her at jwood@lawtonfortsillchamber.com. We look 
forward to seeing you at the breakfast. 

Sincerely, 

James M. lnhofe 
United States Senator 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

-·llnitcd ~mtcs ~cnatc 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIOr-.JS 

WASHINGTON, DC 20!:>1Q--6025 
htrp:/i~ppropr~atioos.sena~e.gov 

March 27. 2009 

I recently met with Secretary Schlesinger on the findings of the Task Force 
you established to ex~mine the management of the Department's nuclear ~capons 
and to continue an on-going dialogue I have with him on security issues in the 
Asia-Pacific region. 

He brought to my attention tlie fact that the United States participates in 
tormal meetings on nuclear posture with NATO member countries through the 
Nuclear Pianning Group; however, there is nothing equivalent to the NATO model 
in the Pacific region. As you know, the u;s. nuclear presence proyides a credible 
deterrent to a large nuclear build-up in that part ofthe worid.l am aware the 
government of Japan, in particular, is worried that the U.S. will make a unilateral 
decision to downgrade or withdraw its nuclear capabilities from the Pacitic. 

It is my understanding that the Japanese government would like to establish 
a more fonnal relati.onship with the United States to discuss nuclear matters and 
gain assurance that the U.S. nuclear umbrella remains strong in the region. I 
believe it may be worthwhile to cons.ider a similar arrangement to NATO~s 
Nuclear Planning Group for our allies in the Pacific such as Australia, Japan, and 
Korea. I would appreciate your thoughts and insights on this important matter. 

Sincerely, 



APR. 21. 2009 1:09PM 

ttnittd ~tates ~tnatt 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defe.nsc 
The Pentagon. Room 3E718 
~~n,D.C.20301·1DOO 

Dear Sccretuy Oates: 

WASHINGTON. DC 20510 

April21, 2009 

NO. 17H P. 2 

We are wrltiq to request that you include $25 million in funding for the Gulf War IllDess 
R.esearc:h Program (GWIRP) of the Congressionally Ditected Medical Researcll · 
Programs (CDMRP) of the US Amry Medical Research and Materiel Comma in 1ho 
Department ofDefeDJe•s complete budget submission oxpec.ted in the weeks ahead. 

This request fonows the November release of the Congressionally-rrumdated Research 
Advisory Committee (RAC) on Gulf War Illnesses 454-pase mport, which concludes that 
''[ t ]he extensive body of scientific research now available consistently IDC!ieates that Gulf 

. War illness is teal, that it is the result ofneuro~xic exposures d.urins OulfWar 
deployment, and that few veterans have recovered or Nbstantially improved with time. " 1 

At least 175,000 veterans, ono in four of those who deployed. arc affected. The 
Committee called for a '1-encwed federal research commitment .•. to identify cffeotive 
treatments .•• to achieve the critical objectives of improving the hWth of Gulf War 
v~ and preventing similar problems in future deployments . .a 

A& you may know, over the last fom years, Congress has provided S23 million for the 
CDMRP to fund peer-reviewed and mtrit-hased research in10 treatment~ for this complex 
multi-symptom disorder (i1JrJndias widespread pain, cognitive im.pairmen.t, and persistent 
fatigue, in conjunction with other abnormalities) known as OulfWar Illnesses. This 
research is not only imporamt to Gulf War veterans, but to ourrcnt and future force health 
protection; not to mention public health generally. Unfortunately, exposures to toxins. 
chemical weapons, and other hazardous substances are a permanent reality for our service 
membors. We need to make sure we have the ctrcciive defensive measures and 
treatments in place for service members that are exposed. Sfnce.no substantial treatJUnts 

1 U.S. DepatlmCZlt ofVoteraoa Afflin, Rosomh Advisory Committoo. OJl Gulf'WII' Vctenms" IlluDues, 
Gw1/'Wt11' l11n.s11Wi tM BNI/h D/GII/fWfll' YetDYIItl: Sct~n~ljlc Fmdings llltd RscOJIImMdaliMJt by Binns 
;tal. (W~ D.C., November2001), p.l7. 

Ibid., p.2. 
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are euttcntly available for Oulf War veterans 18 years after the ond of the war1 clearly, . 
our work is not yet complete. 

After years of the government wasttng significant resouroes on studies focused on trying 
to explain why these veterans of. the first Gulf War were not sick, tho research funded and 
managed by CDMRP is ~cusing on exactly what is most important: treatmcn1S. In Fiscal 
Year 2006 CDMRP received 80 ~proposals for research, 31 full research submissions 
and awarded 9 research grants. In Fiscal Year 2008 CDMRP received 113 pre-proposals, 
48 full submissions, and awarded 12. In Fiscal Year 2009 it is expected that this growing 
trend of scientific interest in conducting this research will continue. However, with the 
~urrent level of resources allotted to the researoh, tho effort to find treatments i.s • 
expanding in a far too incremental fashion. PUDding at the S25 million level will provide 
the program with approximately $13 million for pilot studies to identify cfi'ective 
treatments and diagnostic tests, $8 million for clinical trials of treatments idemiticd as 
effective in previous pilot studies, and $4 million for a center of excellence to identity 
promising candidates for treatments and diagoostie tests. · 

As the Reseatch Advisory Committee teport indicates, the DoD CDMRP research 
program complemenu the Gulf War illness research program at the Dllpal'tmcut of 
Veterans Affalrs. The VA program is focused on UDderstandi!1& biolQaical mCICluinisms 
underlying Gulf War illness, which can ultimer.ely lead to the development oftreat:ments 

· to address these mcclumism.s, However. the CDMRP program is focused Ol'l pilot studies 
of promising treatmenu already approved for other conditions, so it offen tho possibility . 
of early answers. The CDMRP progratn is also open to all researchers world-wide on a 
peer-reviewed competitive basJ,s) while VA programs limit the universe of eligible 
~m. . 

The Department ofDefensc historiclilly t\mded.two-thirds of OWl research. retleeting the 
need to prevent similar problems in future deployments, bat funding for new ~War 
illnesses research wis eliminated from the DoD budget after the onset of the cmrent 
wars. Clearly we can all agree that both DoD and VA have a moral responsibility aDd 
vested interest in providing funding to advance research into treatments. 

With our request ofSlS million tor the CDMRP OulfW~ lllness Research Program we· 
are taking the first step to implement the RAC report's recommendation that "tho 
A.dminimation request mel Congress apptOpriaJc a minimum of $40 million annually to .. 
the 0epartmom ~~Defense for tho Gulf War Illness R.e8earch Program managed by 
DOD,s Office of Congressionally Directed Medical Research Prosrams. "3 With its 
independent. merit-based, and peer-reviewed process we are confident that these 

3 Ibid. pJ09. 
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resources are and will continue to be used in the best interest of our service members and 
veterans. 

Finally, we note that President Obama was a. strong supporter of the CDMRP's Gulf War 
Illness Research Program during his time in the Senate. . 

We·look forward to working with you to ensure that $25 million in funding for 
CDMRP's Oulf Wu Illness Research ~gram is contained in the final FYl 0 DoD 
budget submission. 

ll-~A., #c'l.a.-
BERN'"&' SANDERS 
United States Senator 

VIA-A~· ~~-{ 
~ussm il:' F'mwoom 
United Slates Senator 

~~~~ 
United States Senator 

Sincerely. 

cc: The Honorabl~ Eric. K. Shi118Clci, Secmary of Veterans Affairs 
The Hoft0!8hle, Peter R. Orug. Director of the Office of Management and Budget 

.. 

. ' 
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President Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Obama: 

Apri16, 2009 

We write to urge you not to allow deep cuts in U.S .. missile defense programs that 
are critically important to protecting our homeland and our allies against the growing threat 
of ballistic missiles. 

Secretary of Defense Robert' Gates today announced plans tc cancel or reduce such 
major programs as the Airborne Laser, Multiple Kill Vehicle, and the installation of 
additional Ground-Based Interceptor missiles in Alaska, and to cut the MDA's budget for 
Fiscal Year 2010 by $1.4 billion. Although we applaud Secretary Gates' commitment to 
such capabilities as THAAD and SM-3, these proposals would amount to almost a fifteen 
percent cut in the MDA budget and a major reduction in our missile defense portfolio­
actions that we fear could undermine our emerging missile defense capabilities to protect 
the United States against a growing threat. 

As you know, the threat from ballistic missiles is significant and on the rise. 
Lieutenant General Daniel Maples, the Director of the Defense Intelligence Agency, 
recently testified before the Senate Armed Services Committee that .. the threat posed by 
ballistic missile delivery systems is likely to .increase while growing more complex over 
the next decade.,. General Maples further warned that "adversary nations are increasingly 
adopting technical and operational countenneasures to defeat missile defenses.'' Ballistic 
missile technology has already proliferated worldwide and is a direct threat to both ow­
allies and our homeland. 

The threat posed by rogue states with ballistic missiles has been underscored by 
Iran and North Korea's recent missile tests. In early February, Iran launched a satellite 
atop a rocket that could be used as an intercontinental ballistic missile. Last weekend, 
North Korea tested the Taepo Dm.i.g-2, a long range missile that if successful, could have 
the range to strike Hawaii, Alaska, and possibly the West Coast of the United States. 

Although these developments highlight the danger we face. they have also revealed 
the progress our national missile defense system has made. When recently a5ked before 
the Senate Armed Services Committee whether the United States could intercept a Taepo 
Dong-2 missile that targeted the American homeland, Admiral Timothy Keating, 
Commander ofU .S. Pacific Command, and General Patrick Chilton, Commander ofU .S. 
Strategic Command, assured that we can do so· with high probability. This would not have 
been the case just a few years ago, and is only the case today because we have invested in a 
diverse set of missile defense capabilities .. 

liD 



Cooperation on ballistic missile defense is also essential to our most important 
alliances. In the Asia-Pacific region, Japan became the first among our allies to 
successfully intercept a ballistic missile with the Aegis defense system. In response to 
North Korea's growing arsenal of missiles, the Government of Japan decided six years ago 
to deploy a joint Aegis and Patriot PAC-3 missile defense and has already invested $7.9 
billion of its own funds to build a new pillar of our alliance. India has likewise expressed 
strong interest in closer cooperation on missile defense systems, which promises to become 
an area of cooperation in our growing strategic partnership. 

In the Middle Eru,-t, we continue to develop missile defense technology in close 
partnership with Israel. As you know, the State of Israel faces a uniquely pressing t:ll@at 
due to Iran's ballistic missile pmgta.rn and pursuit of weapons of mass destruction. In 
response, we have long cooperated with ISra.el to develop the Arrow family of missile 
interceptors and are now working together on the David's Sling missile defense system to 
defeat medium range rockets. These are critical programs that should not be abandoned. 

In Europe, NATO has also endorsed the importance of missile defense as a 
collaborative venture among its member states. At the Bucharest summit in Apri1200S, 
NATO formally declared that "ballistic missile proliferation poses an increasing threat to 
Allies' forces, territory, and populations. Missile defense forms part of a broader response 
to counter this threat." NATO further expressed "deep concern" over the proliferation 
activities of both Iran and North Korea. and mged the examination of a .. comprehensive 
missile defense architecture to extend coverage to all Allied territory and populations." 

In sum. cooperation on missile defense is now a critical component of many of our 
closest security partnerships around the world. We fear that cuts to the budget for missile 
defense could inadvertently undermine these relationships and foster the .impression that 
the United States is an unreliable ally. Moreover, sharp cuts would leave us and our 
friends around the world less capable of responding to the growing ballistic missile threat. 

The fact remains that our adversaries continue to invest large swns in the 
development of these weapons. The question is whether we respond by developing 
appropriate defenses against them. We therefore urge you to su.~tain the ability of the 
Missile Defunse Agency and the military services to develop an integrated, layered defense 
against the threat of ballistic missiles to the United States, our deployed forces. and our 
allies. 

We thank you for your consideration in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

JonKyl 
United States Senator 
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The Honorable Roben M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1155 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

CJanitcd ~tares ~rnBtr 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

April 28, 2008 

I am profoundly disturbed by yesterday's )ow-altitude flight of Air Force One and F- I 6 fighters 
over lower Manhattan. From press reports, I understand that Air Force One's flight mission here, 
carried out by the Department of Defense, was to fly that aircraft-a Boeing 747, equipped with state­
of-the-art command, control and communications equipment-at about I ,500 feet above lower 
Manhattan to provide a "photo opportunity" for the jet. 

Against the backdrop of September 11, the disruption and foreseeable injury to persons and 
property arising from any ensuing panic and confusion caused (or that could have been caused) by the 
supposed mission is absolutely unac:ccptable. In that context, the recent apoJogy of White House 
Military Office (WHMO) Director and his assumption of responsibility rings hollow. The supposed 
mission represents a fundamentally unsound exercise in military judgment and may have constituted an 
inappropriate use of Department of Defense resources. 

In fUrtherance of the Committee's oversight of Department of De tense resources and operations, 
I respectfully ask that you provide the tbllowing information: 

1) A description of exactly what the mission of the flyovcr was and who ultimately 
approved that mission. 

2) An estimate of the total cost associated with planning and executing that mission. 

Please provide this infonnation by Monday, May 4, 2009. If you have any questions, please 
contact Joe Bowab, at (202) 224-4928. 

lllllil~l 
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I wanted to commend you for your strong support for aggressively expanding the 
development and use ofumnanned aircraft systems (UAS) so that our military can reap the 
benefits of their unique capabilities. 

As you continue to push this issue, integrating UAS training and other operations into the 
national airspace system is a key challenge that will need to be resolved. The need for 
UAS-capable airspace is only going to increase as our nation draws down forces in Iraq, 
because redeploying U AS units will have to conduct training here at home in the national 
airspace system. North Dakota, with some of the most unconstrained airspace in the 
nation, offers an ideal location to test the concepts and rules that will be needed to make 
this integration successful, and I am pleased that your Department and the Air Force have 
been working to .take advantage of this potential resOurce. 

Interagency cooperation and action are keys to developing and implementing a solution 
which is agreeable to all concerned parties - FAA, DOD, DHS, civilian airspace users, and 
others. Mr. Hank Krakowski, FAA Air Traffic Organization Chief Operating Officer, 
pledged on February 16 in Orand Forks to adopt a very aggressive timelinc for fully 
integrating UAS operations in North Dakota into the national airspace, ultimately aiming 
to resolve this issue by the summer of 20 I 0. The Red River Operations Working Group 
was created as a result ofth~ meeting, and all indications at this time are that the group is 
making great strides ~ward. achieving his vision. Colonel Ed Chupein, Air Force Chief of 
airspace and ranges, is to be commended for his co.leadership of this interagency group 
and the group's successes to date. 

Resolving this cha11enge is critical, and 1 thank you for your Department's continued 
support in this important national and homeland security matter. 

KENT CONRAD 
United States Senate 
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Dear Secretary Gates, 

tinitm ~tates ~cnatr 
Senator Tom Coburn, MD 

Russell Senate Office Building, Room 172 
Washington, DC 20S1G-3604 
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April 22, 2009 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, 
LABOR, AND PENSIONS 

COMMITTEE ON lHE JUDICIARY 

IIANKINCl lloiEMII(Jl 
SuiiCOMMITTU ON HuWIN RIGHTS 

AND "!HE lAw 

As part ofthe Fiscal Y~ 2010 budget resolution, the Senate unanimously adopted an 
amendment on April 2 prohibiting the payment of bonus awards to contractors whose projects 
went over budget or failed to meet basic performance requirements. While bonuses and award 
fees may have merit when they provide incentives to complete projects ahead of schedule and 
under budget, it is concerning that billions of dollars in bonuses have been paid out to contractors 
who have failed to meet the very basic requirements of contracts or have suffered major cost 
overruns. 

In addition to the 2010 Senate budget resolution, Congress enacted legislation in the 
National Defense Authorization Act of 2009 to require that the Department of Defense amend its 
regulations to "ensure that no award fee may be paid for contractor performance that is judged to 
be below satisfactory performance or performance that does not meet the basic requirements of 
the contract.,. 

The National Defense Authorization Act of2007 also required the Department to issue 
guidance and implementation instructions to this effect. In a report to Congress from October 
2008 in response to this legislation, the Office of the Undersecretary of Defense for Acquisition, 
Technology, and Logistics stated that none of the contract awards they examined "were subject 
to the provisions of Section 814 of Public Law 109-364!' 

I am extremely interested to see ifth~ changes implemented have h.A an eff«t on 
properly linking award fees to acquisition outcomes at the Department of Defense. Could you 
please provide the following information about this issuance of bonuses and award fees to 
contractors by the Department of Defense. 

1. What is your assessment of various mechanisms that could be used to ensure an 
independent evaluation of contractor performance for the purpose of making 
determinations applicable to the judging and payment of award fees? 

2. How are bonuses and award fees for contractors determined? For example, is there a 
review board or are the criteria for such awards explicitly outlined in contracts? 
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3. How many bonuses and award fees did the Department grant to contractors each year for 
calendar year 2008? What was the total dollar amorint of such bonuses and award fees in 
2008? 

4. In 2008 were bonuses and award fees been paid to contractors whose programs or 
projects reported cost ovemms or exceeded their budget? If so, how many and what was 
the total cost? Please provide the names of any such contractors. 

5. In 2008 were bonuses and award fees been paid to contractors whose programs or 
projects did not meet the basic requirements of the contract? if so, how many and what 
was the total cost? Please provide the names of any such contractors. 

6. In 2008 were bonuses and award fees been paid to contractors judged to have below 
satisfactory performance? If so, how many and what was the total cost per year? Please 
provide the names of any such contractors. · 

7. In 2008 were bonuses and award fees been paid to contractors that were recently cited for 
regulatory violations? If so, how many and what was the total cost per year? Please 
provide the names of any such contractors. 

I would appreciate a response no later than June 22, 2009. 

Thank you for your·assistance. Please do not hesitate to contact me or Jeremy Hayes of 
my staff if you have any questions. 

~~ 
Tom A. Coburn, M.D. 
U.S. Senator 
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'I he Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
l 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

April 27, 2009 

We commend you for prioritizing the development and purchase of new airborne 
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR) assets and light attack aircraft. We agree with 
you that our warfighters in Afghanistan and Iraq require a robust mix of manned and unmanned 
platfom1s to accomplish their counterinsurgency and counterterrorism missions. Given the 
relevance thcst: capabilities have across the services- as well as the continued development of 
your Project Uh~y initiative - we hope you will organi:r.e and resource additional airborne fSR 
and light attack aircraft programs on a joint hasis. 

The urgent need to provide these capabilities to our wartighters has spawned a number of 
separate development dl'orts inside the Department of Defense. For example. for more than a 
year, tht: Navy has bt-cn assessing the capabilities of small light attack aircraft with significant ISR 
capabilities. The Air Force recently studied the need for a similar capability. Based on input 
from our commanders in the field, that study may grow into stated requirements for new a"'sets. 

Moreover. the Air National Guard (ANO) is preparing to demonstrate the capabilities of 
thl! AT-6B later this year. We have strongly supported the AT-6H research and development 
effort inside the ANG for the past few years, and we hope that the Navy and Air Force will reap 
some of the benefits of a project that appears to be maturing just at the moment such capabilities 
are most needed. 

Based on conversations with the Navy, Air Force and Air National Guard, however, we 
remain concern~ that tlfforts to develop a light attack and ISR platform remain uncoordinated. 
We believe DoD should develop light attack aircraft capabilities on a joint basis. Only when the 
services are working in a coordinated fashion can we expect to get this important capability to our 
warfighters efticicntly and expeditiously. 

We hope you agree with our reconunendation, and we stand ready to work with you to fund 
a joint light attack aircraft program that draws together DoD's multiple and ongoing programs. 

Sincerely, 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

April 24, 2009 

As: the Department of Defense evaluates candidates to flll key positions (b)(6> 

of Dayton, Ohio, would be an invaluable additiom to the senior leadership~'--at~De..:--;;fcn,--sc-AT"d...-v.--r 
Research Projects Agency (DARPA). . 

DARPA's goal of maintaining military technological superiority by sponsoring revolutionary, 
high-yield research will face unprecedented challenges in the near future. Technology is rapidly 
expanding and sprc8ding around the giobe while our nation's defense budget capacity will 
remain under enonnous pressure. DARPA leadership will require proven management, 
budgetary, and scientific success. The agency will also need individuals who c:an work with all 
int~ted ~cs inside and outside ofDARPA in shaping its future .. 

.__ ____ ___,exemplary career has OOcl1 dedicated to developing novel iJUlOvations using 
infrared sensors and electnH>ptics. 6> is the fonner Chief Scientist for the Sensors 
Directorate, Air Force Research Laboratory. He has led many substantial DARPA efforts 
including the Medusa project, which is now a DARPA program at the Air Force Researdl 
Laboratory. 

As a highly decorated scientist with real world management success <6> bas been 
reoognized on nwnerous occasions for his exceptional worlc. He received the Institute of 
Electrical and Electronics Engi ~ak Award for his work in electron devices. The 
Air Force Secretary recognized <b><6> in 2006 for his dynamic and visionary 
leadership in developing sensor and countermeasure technology by presenting him with the 
Meritorious Presidential Rank Award. 

As the Defense Department SOC'b to bolster its intelli cc, surveillance, and reconnaissance as a 
national priority, I have no doubt that (b (6) knowledge and experience would help 
ensure DARPA continues to play an integral role in that effort 

1bank you for your consideration. 
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The Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Secretary 
The U.S. Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1155 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

I am writing you concerning the February 6. 2009 memorandum from the United States 
Anny Test and Evaluation Command to the Chief. Legislative Liaison, Office of the Secretary of 
the Army, coooeming the initial results from the cost-benefit study requested by the Defense 
Test Resource Management Center, TRMC1 as part of the FY2008 provisional certification of 
the U.S. Army Test and Evaluation Budget. 

In this document there !.U'e significant shortfalls over the FYDP in maintaining adequate 
investment capability in the joint test ranges managed by Army, which are classified as Major 
Range Test B- Facilities, or MRTBF. Public Law 107-314, section 231, requires that-

. . 
" '(2)(A) The Director of the Center shall review each proposed budget transmitted under 
paragraph ( 1) and shall, not later than January 31 of the year preceding the fiscal year for 
which such budgets are proposed. submit to the Secretary of Defense a report containing 
the comments of the Director with respect to all such proposed budgets, together with the 
certification of the Director as to whether such proposed budgets are adequate. 
'(B) The Director shall also submit. together willl such report and such certification, an 
additional certification as to whether such proposed budgets provide balanced support for 
such strategic plan.' " 

1 believe that the initial results of the cost -benefit study will lead to a decertification by 
the Director of the TRMC with respect to sustaining the Army's MRmFs. In particular, finding 
7 of the report indicates that - . 

AllllJOur~Ot•E 
I!VIhiJ.c.(i.I)6(U 

"The Cl.lrrent FYIO funded program in 0605601A wUl not allow us to execute 2~AI of the 
projected workload, putting all mijor systems at risk. Additionally, 34% of the FYI 0 
annual facilities and operations sustainment requirements are unaft'ordable, meaning 
critical annual maintenance efforts to operate and sustain critical test capabilities will not 
be do~." 
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More importantly, the enclosures to the·cost,.benefit study indicate serious underlying 
deficiencies in core sustainment, for instance Program Element 06.0'6S02AID628 shows that in 
FY 10 and FYI I, the unfunded requirement for equipment sustaiwnent is 62%. The report notes 
that-

.. The cumulative effect of this practice is qing test instrumentation infrastructure, 
wherein over 50o/o of the existing equipment has exceeded it's projected useful life, 
creating a "bow wave" of investment requirements that continues into the POM years.,. 

The revised cover of transmittal states -

.. The Army ~knowledges the potential for reduced test support of non-major programs 
and other developmental test but will manage risk to acquisition efforts ... 

As you are aware, the Army's MRTBFs are ranges which they sustain for the Department 
of Defense as a whole. The creation oflhc TRMC. in P.L. 1-07-314 was to ensure that the 
SUSlainment of this joint capability was maintained through ·annual budget certification. The 
statement in the revised cover memo does not reflect the joint nature of the MRTBFs or even 
how the Anny will corrcd the underlying deficiencies noteEJ in the encloSUJe of detailed data. 

i ask that you work to address these deficiencies as requixtd under P.L. 107-314 so that 
the join1 ranges managed by the Army can meet the important developmental testing challenges 
to ensure that the war fighter has the best fielded equipment possible. 

My point of contact for this matter is Dr. Jonathan S. Epstein. J look forward to your 
response. 
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P'-lDitlct ........ Daun ~dt tbe SubcomaliUee staff at (202) .224-8316 wida .. , 
~ IDd to ~badale dle fllqdtlted brieftaa. 

• 
Sincerely. 

co .• \\.c..<::..J:so 
Seoator Clairc.~ll 
a.irm:m 
~on~Ovcnipt 

. ------



ilnittd ~tatts ~tnatt 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Department of Defense 
The Pentagon, Room 3E880 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

May4, 2009 

We are writing to you concerning the House and Senate versions of the Free Flow of 
Information Act of2009 (H.R. 985/S. 448), both of which are scheduled for consideration at the 
Senate Judiciary Committee's executive business meeting on Thursday, May 7. 

As you may remember, you were actively involved in the Senate's debate on media 
shield legislation during the 11 Oth Congress, having provided Congress with the Defense 
Department's views on the matter in letters dated March 31, 2008 and September 9, 2008. 

In the letter dated March 31, 2008, you expressed "strong opposition" to the committee­
reported version of the Senate's media shield bill (S. 2035}--the same language placed on the 
Committee•s agenda for consideration this week. In that Jetter, you suggested that ''this bill will 
undermine our ability to protect national security information and intelligence sources and 
methods and could seriously impede investigations of unauthorized discloswe." You also stated 
that "[d]isclosures of classified information about military operations directly threaten the lives 
of military members and the success of current and future military operations. Such disclosures 
also threaten the lives and safety of American citizens and the welfare of the Nation." 

On September 9, 2008, you sent a second letter to Congress concerning substitute 
language put forth by Senator Specter before consideration of S. 2035 on the Senate floor. In 
that letter, you stated that "the Department remains opposed to the amended legislation," which 
you suggested ''will still adversely affect our ability to protect national security." You further 
stated that "[t]he amended legislation will undennine the investigation and deterrence of 
unauthorized leaks of national security infonnation to the media, gravely damaging the 
Department's ability to protect national security." 

Given your record of "strong opposition" to media shield legislation, we would 
respectfully request that you provide members of the Committee with an update of the Defense 
Department's views on H.R. 985 and S. 448 before Thursday's executive business meeting. We 
would also request that, should Senator Specter or any other member of the Committee put forth 
a substitute amendment to either bill. you provide the Committee with your thoughts on those 
amendments prior to their scheduled consideration. 

We would appreciate your prompt attention to this matter. 



Sincerely. 



The President 
The White House 
Wasmngton, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

1B.nittd ~tatts ~matt 
COMMI'TT£E ON AA~ED SERVICES 
WASHiNGTON, pc 2D61o-.&050 

April 28, 2009 

We are writing to you to report on our~ trip to Russia, Poland~ and the 
Czech RepUblic, where we met with senior government ofticial!S, puliamentarians, 
and represeotatives ofN~ as. well as the U.S. country teams. The focus of our 
trip was missile defense against the potential threat from • and the U.S. and 
allied relationship with Russia. In each country, we found a high degree of 
optimism about an improved and more productive relationship with the United 
States, in part because of your trip to Europe and meetings with the leaders of 
those countries. 

We believe there may be an opportunity for missile defense to senre as a 
uniting rather than a divisive issue, as it is now. As one of our Russian 
interlocutors put it, "a joint missile defense system could be an engine to pull u.s. 
- Russian relations out of the ditch." 

A number of factors lead us to this conclusion. First of all, the Russians do 
not want a nuclear-armed Iran or an Iran with the missile Bbility to deliver a 
nuclear warhead. As President M.edvedev reportedly told you in London~ the 
Russians have come to realize that Iran's programs are more advanced than they 
previously thought We were told by a number of Russians that a nuclear-armed 
Iran would be a greater threat to Russia than to the United States. Russia appears 
to be interested in explbring the possibility of cooperating with the United States 
on a missile defense system, including by sharing information from its radar 
installation at Gabala in Azl:rbaijan and the radar it is OODSI:nlcting in Armavir in 
southern Rnssia. However, the Russians maintain their view 1hat the proposed 
"third site" missile defense deployment in Poland and the Czech Republic is aimed 
at Russia, rather than Iran. We viere also told that Russia is probably more 
concerned with the deployment of an X-band radar in the Czech Republic than 10 
interceptors in Poland, because the radar would look deeply into Russian territory. 
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The Poles want to be treated as full partners by the United States and NATO, 
as they deserve to be after 10 years as a member of the Alliance. They point to the 
lack of a U.S. or NATO military installation of any kind on their territory. They 
agreed to the proposed clcPloyment of interceptor missiles as a fulfillment of their 
commitment and obligation to be a good partner to the United States and a · 
contributor to European air defense. They are very concerned that the United 
States will reach a deal with Russia without real consultations with them in 
advance. Poland 'a main goal is not so much the establishment of a missile defense 
facility as part of the "third site,'' as it is the deployment of a Patrit?t battery on 
their soil. They ptefer, of course, that the battery be operational- not just a 
training battery- and they want it to be "NATO..ize~,. (a term we heard repeatedly 
in both Warsaw and Prague). The Poles understand the need for our new 
Administration to review the "third sne!'·issue and would prefer that any d~isiQn. 
be made by the end of the year. The Poles would very much welcome the presence 
of U.S. troops on the ground in Poland in any form. 

The Czechs are cwrently in the process ofttansi~oning to a caretaker 
government, and the two main political parties agree that the "third site" issue 
should be held in abeyance. They prefer that a decision by your Administration 
come after their elections in October. Unlike the Poles, they are W3IY of American 
or any other foreip troops on their territory (although a small number ofU.S. 
teclmicians and perhaps Russian Embassy civilian observers might be acceptable). 
Finally, it appears that, if the Czechs elect a social democratic government (which 
is very possible), they would not be UDhappy if the radar were not on their soil. 

Taking into consideration these and other factors, we believe that Russia 
might be willing ·to participate in a European missile defense system, with 
information from their radar sites being part of the system. From their perspective, 
the missile defense system would not be direoted specifically at an Iranian threat­
it would be a general defense. For us, of course, it would be directed at the Iranian 
threat militarily. The political message would be greater probably than the military 
impact because Iran would see Russia and the United States working together. 
That cooperation would send a powerful signal to Iran that the course they are on is 
unifying the Unitod States, Russia, Europe and the world against their nuclear 
program and bringing together the United States and Russia in a way that is 
unprecedented. Such a move might have an impact on Iran's deciSion on whether 
to seek a nuclear weapon capability. 
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Delaying a decision on the ''third site" wtillate this year would give the 
United States the chance, after careful consultation with allies, to sit down with the 
Russians and seriously discuss a missile defense system that could unify us and 
make a powerful statement to Iran. As part of an overall resolution, Poland could 
host a Patriot battery (perhaps a training battery). The decision relative to a radar 
in the Czech Republic will be affected more than anything e.lse by the outcome of 
the October elections there. 

In the meantime, we have an adequate missile defense capability (Patriot 
PAC-3, Aegis ships with Standard Missile-3 interceptor~ and the upcoming 
THAAD system) against the current Iranian threat. The Aegis system is being 
upgraded so that it would keep up with a future Iranian threat- potentially even if 
Iran obtains a long-range ICBM So all these enhanced systems, including a 
possible land-ba$ed:version of the Standard Missfle .. J, would be able to protect 
Europe :from a potential future Iranian missile threat. Furthermore,-if Iran does 
obtain a long-range ICBM in the future capable of reaching the United States, the 
missile defense system deployed in Alaska could, if it becomes operationally 
effective, also address that potential threat. . 

In summary, with proper consultations with our NATO allies, the prospect 
of a European missile defense system, which involves the Russians and is not 
threatening to them, and which could have a major positive impact on Iranian 
~or, would seem to be within reach_ if negotiated. very carefully. We would 
be happy to discuss this matter with you and will be in touch with your staff 
relative to that possibility. 

Sincerely, 

Susan Collins Bill Nelson Carl Levin 
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JEFF BINGAMAN .NPICO ...... 
Bnittd ~tatts ~matt 

The Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Secretary 
The U.S. Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301·1155 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April 28, 2009 

103 tWIT SENATE OFFICE IUI.DING 
WASHINGTON, OC 20110-3102 

12021224-&U'I 
IN NEWMEXIC0-181X1 443 118118 

TDD (JOZI ZH-t71Z 
•Mtor....biiii'Min•llin;8mlln.~ 

I am writing with respect to a S 10,000,000 congressionally directed project in Public Law 
I 1 0-329, "The Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistan~ and Continuing Appropriations Act 
of 2009". This directed project is found on page 546 of explanatory statement (attached), 
which is incorporated into the statutory bill text under section 8006 and listed as "New Mexico 
State University Institute for Defense and Public Policy''. 

As stated in the bill's explanatory statement, this project is 

1. A directed Congressional appropriations for the New Mexico State University 
National Security program; and 

2. it provides sufficient Congressional intent that this earmark be provided to New 
Mexico State University. 

. . i' :'. '. 

I would very much appreciate if you could expedite the awarding of these funds to New 
Mexi~ State University, the bill became law in October of2008 and it bas now been delayed 
over 5 months. 

My point of contact for this matter is Dr. Jonathan S. Epstein. I look forward to your 
response . 

AUIIJOUEROUE 
(li08J 348-6801 

. j· 

t ••• 

lAS CRUCES 
(5751112i-1M1 

•',• 'r .• •. ! ••,, 

I' '· t .. 

LAS VEGAS 
C&O&I•&4-4111H 

ROSWELL 
lti11il 1122-7113 



Uinittb 6tatti 6tnatt 
COtoNTT£.£ Of! cow.£ACE. sc~ 

AHO TRANSPOAT-'TION 

Tbc Honorable Robert GMCI 
~ofDefeaJe 
Uniwel Slllel Deptrtmeat ofDefalse 
1..00 Defense PeatqoQ 

Wahinaton. DC 20301·1400 

Dar Mr. S«rettry: 

May 5, 2009 

The S.... ColmDiteee on Commerce. 8eicDce IIICl l'nlnspoiUICion iJ iavatip&ing 
alJeptionl thll New Eta Tcdlnol08)', Inc. (NETECH). a small but~..- in Florida, blldulently 
~ conlnctl toealiq Deldy $3 millioa frvm che Naticaal Aeronautic~ aDd Spice 
Adlniailndon (NASA). 1n tbo cow. ofna ~ Cbo Commiuee bas lCIIDOd tblt the 
Depa~ of Defeale 111o &Y!Wded at leal N coarrac:u 10 NETECH. I am writiq to TeqUelt 

your -lfanee •niY Commi11ee investipla Ibis a1Je&od fraud .... the c.dlrl1 jUW!Diaad. 

AccordiDa to NETECH•s website. 1M Compa.y '"WII ~ill 1981a a Jcseercb 
and dmtlopiDentCOIDplrny spocializiDa io JUab tecbnoJoty ensbJeerina •ese&ch. dolip. ad 
sinwlldon, data ~oas and JIIIDI&fiDCIIl, .t ~ \1101' iutafaces and 
simulldon." 1 NETECH•s founder ad senior Kieatist i (b)(&) a profalor ofNuclclr 
IDd a.diolopoal ~aDd director oftbe Innovatiw Nucl• Sp.ce Power IDd 
Propulllc. .tnsdtute. at the Uaivcni ofPlorida. Hts wtf'e. Soulln Aqbaio, is1ho prelident of 
NBTBCH ead 1beir two l:l 6) (b) have received paymerdl &om the compay. 

Since 1999, NETECH hu reeeived elgld ~ tbrouP NASA's Snll Baliaeu 
bmcnrllion a..-d1 (8BIR) act Sa.Jl Bulinesa Tod~Do~o&Y Trtnlfer (S'ITR) JXOII'ID'Io The 
SBIR IDd STI'R programa. ....-to batac opponuoitia for small buwl!!t!!WI to~ in 
&O\'tllm1ellt l'elltll'Ch cl developmat. to improw overall UniUld SC.. eo~lljiCCiUveacN. .ad 10 

1 New En Tec:hnology.lnc •• Home Pqe, (online at www.conftn.m.com) (IICCcsiCd April 
8, 2009). 



. .... . ___ ------

1Jw Honot'tlblf R~ Gala 
Mayj,1069 
Pop1ofJ 

iacrcac n1UonaJ employmeat. Tbe S11'R JX'08I"'lft hll dae addition~~ iotent of deYclopma 
collaboratioa berf.<ccn small businesses ad non-profit reR8rCh tnstitudonl." 2 

On february 19,2009, die U.S. Aaomey oftbc Nonhcm ~of Florida filed , .. In 
Rem" oompllint apinst various pieces of ptopcrty owned (b)(6_0anc(.._<b_><6_> -------:--'­
iacludiaa a BMW automobile, a coudomicium io FL 1AuderclaJc. florida. and I ScoUradc stock 
tndiJII aocoUDt.l ln "'attaehed afJldavit. 1be aovcmmcat alleeed tblt th1l property Wll 
pwebucd with funds tbe ~ fraudulently diverted. from payments they received throuah 
NASA's SBIR aDd STrR programs. Aeooroin& to the affidmt. this allepd scheme to dcftaad 
the aovez:ament wan em for at least eight years and involved muldplo contract award&. 

1 am wry concerned lbout theM IJleplions. On March 6, 2009, I MOte to the Actina 
AdmiuiiUator ofNA&A requesdna inbmatioD md doc\.mea11 ~~all COilU'8CtS lnd 
piDU NASA b.d IWII'ded to NETECH. To dar, NASA hu produced mon thin l.SOO pep~ of 
docuaaoldl m ·~to lhls .equest. 111 miewfac these documeD1I. tbe eon.mttee bu 1cemec1 
thM. In lddi1ion to eiak SBIR and S1TR ccutr1e11. NETECH .rcceiYecl four raeii'Cb p1Dtl from 
NASA totaliai S400,000. Tho Comarittoc IIMII8o lelmecl thlll NETECH ,_ awll'ded oonncts 
by otlwr tederal qenciea, iucludinc at lea8l ca ecmtr1et with tbc DeplnD.n of die Navy 
(eoubld I N61339-95..C-oo99) and three contrllctl wtdt 1he Depil1l!lG of tile Air force 
(corlbc Is F49620-03-C-0029, F49620-01-C-0046, aDd FA9550-06-C..oo99). 

I am concemod that this new evidence sugesu that the a1Jopd NBTECH fraud may hAve 
beoD more extcaaivc tb.J was oriJiuUy betieved. 1 ca elao ooacemecl1bll tbc evideaco the 
CommiUoe hu revinoed 10 ,.. sugesiS that fcderaJ pal fundi devoted to buic teieDdtlc 
releiiCh may be vulnerable to frau.c1. 

In order to turt11er investigate the extent ofMETECW• bultncsl with ~ aoveaument 
qenclea. I roquat lbat you provklc die followinJ informatioa 10 the Committee: 

2 National~ ad Splice~ SIIIR and S1TR Pwtlclp4tkm ~ 
(April9, 2009)(online ltwww. slrir.pfc.uua.aovJSBJRipu1intro.bml). 

3 Verified CompJaln& for Forfeit\n in Rem, U.S. r. R1Q/ Prt~JMrty Loctlltd at SOl &n.llt 
Mood)' A WI., Ulllt 117, Tmya. FL {Feb. 19, 2009) N.D. Pia. (No. 1:09 ev 41-MP/AK). 



T1re Honorable Robert Gate! 
MQ)IJ, 2009 
Page3af3 

matina of each contmd, aram, or award, and should include uuique identifYing IIUlllbm, 
such as Oata Univmal Numberfna System (DUNS) numbcrsJ conll'BCt numbers. and 
sram nutnbers, that will -- tho Committoe in precisely identifYina eiOb IP'Ifd, 
CODU'IICf.a or award; and 

2. Copies or all documents related to the grants, com:rac:cs. and awards listed io response~ to 
qaeseion ( 1) above, including but not limited to, all R~quests for proposal. applications, 
proposal1, eval'Uarions, correspondence, conti'ICU and Sllbsequmt mcdifJCalions. pant 
lllDO\IDCelnents, interim repona, final reports. external reviews, and e-malls IUid other 
communications rewed to eaeh comract. granc or award. 

P1ea1e provide these documents to the Committee by June I, 2009. 

The Coaunittee is conducting this investigatioa under the authority of Senate Rules XXV 
and XXVI. Enclosed with this letter is a document pro\'idfDa additicmal information about how 
w respond to this docmnen1 request. If )'011 haw any questions about this requ• please coatact 
John WUliams or Jeftiey Zubricki or the Committee staff at 202-224-1300. 

Enclosure 

Cc: Kay Bailey Hutchison 
Raokina Member 

Siaccn:ly, 

'b.J-k< 
Chainnan 



May-05·2009 04:25 PM Commit tee on the Judiciary (202)224·8249 

'Ihe"Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
Tho Deparfment ofDefense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washiugton, DC 20310-1000 

.Dear Secretary Gates: · 

tlnittd ~tatm ~enatt 
WASHINGTON. DC 20510 

May5,2009 

One of the greatest responsibilities entrusted to the Congress ·is to ensure the security of the 
American people by providmg for a strong national defense. With that responsibiJq in mind. we 
question the analytical basis forth~ decision by the Depar1ment of Defense to tmninate the procurement 
of the F~ll Raptor and C-17 Glo~master m. Accordingly, to ensure tm military equipment 
requirements of the nation are identified through a complete and cogent process, we re£peCtfully request 
you reCOlnl:nmld to the P.resident that production ofthe.F-22 and the C-17 continue until the fioal 
publication oftbe next Mobilil;y Capability Study and tbc 2010 Quadramial Defense Review. 

AE. you well know. in order to maximize tbo probability of success in militaiy operations tbe 
development and execution of strategies must be compreheusivo and weD thought out. Howevec, recent · 
history bas shown major tbreatl to our national securicy can arise suddenly and in unexpected regioos of 
the world. Saddam Hussein's invasion of Kuwait and the evonts of September 11. 2001 prove this 
·hypothesis. Tn addition, the difficulty in deten:niningwhen and where a threat may arise is also 
compounded by the uncertainty as to what ta.c:tics and strategies our enemies may employ. Accordingly, 
we tully support and encourage your initiative tD re-establish counterinsurg~ wamre as a fundamental 
and widespread capability in our nation"s Armed Forces. 

However, just as our nation made a strategic error in permitting our ability to successfully 
prosecute counterinsurge.ncy campaigns to wither and atrophy after the Vietnam War, we must not ma1co a 
similar mistab and undermine two of the unique foundatioDs of our nation's militaly lf:rength: hegemony 
of the air and our uoprecedented airlift capability. As you conectly stated this Janumy. "our military 
mnst be prepared for a 'fuU spectrwn' of opeddons, includinc the type of cOD1bat we're facing in Iraq 
and Afghanistan as well as large scale threats that we face from places like North Korea and lrllll:-" 
Therefore, we aro conccmod the termination of produdion of tho P-22 does not appear to bo supported by 
any analytical study commissioned by the Department ofDefense or the .Air Force. In addition, though 
the deei&ion to end produ~ of the C 17 was supported by the 2Q05 Mobility capability Study. this 
Study was crmcized by the Government Accoun1abilit;y Office for underestimating our nation's future 
aJrlitt requirements. We are also unaware of any risk assessmont that bas been performed 
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. tv]ay-05-2009 04 25 PM Committee on the Judiciary (202)224-8249 

The Honon.ble Robert Oates 
MayS,2009 
Page Two 

based on 1hc Combatant Commanders" requirements as to the decision to cease proeurement oftbe F-22 
andCI7. · 

Regarding the f;.22, UDelassified extracts of the Air Force's Sustafuing Air Dominance Study 
state "180 F-22s was not cmough" and the Department ofDefensc's TACAIR. Optimization Study 
conoludcd tho prowremont of additional Raptors "was the best option... On April16•, tbeso conclusions 
were reinforced by the eoroments made by General Norton A. Scbwasu ~erthe F-22 procurement 
temrlnation was annotm.ced. Geoeral Sehwartz stated that ~3 [Raptors] is tbe military requirement." 
This appears to couflict with earlier views expressed by the Depanmeot of Defense. 

WCi have similar1repidations regarding the cessation of production of the C-17. In early 2002. 
e\'eD before the true scope and requilements of' tho Global War on Terrorism became lmown. the then 
ecmmandcr ofU.S. Transportation Command argued for the procurtmCII~ of2l2 Glo'oemaster ms. 
Today,_ as the bulk~ deployed forces will be sent to tbe land-locked natiou of Afghanistan, we are 
mindful of the critical ueea for airlift to supply our forces and our allies. operations in 1hat nation. This 
point is emphasized by the recent Taliban aaacks on our supply routes through the Kyber Pass region and 
NA:rc> sapply depots in Peshawar. Therefore. we are puzzled as 1o why C-17 production would be ended 
even though a new Mob~ Capabili'I;V Study was scheduled to be published next month. 

Just as our recent militaly history points to the need to maintain a "full spectrum" miliCary force 
to confront a myriad of very different threats. we are also mindfbl of a point recently made by 
Michael Korda ia his book on the Battle ofBritain. He observed that CVCil though the~ two 
British Prime Ministers before Wiuston ChUIChill adopted a poliqr of appeasement, they also committed 
1hei:r govcmmeot to develop and procure tbe three pieces of equipment: the Spitfire :fighter, Hurricane 
fighter and radar, which were to. eu.sure that nation's survival dnriog the Battle ofBritain. 

Aecordiogly, we mpectlillly request you recommend to the President that production of1ho 
F-22 Raptor and the C·l7 Globemaster m continue until the final publication of the next 

Mobility Capabilities Study and the 2010 Quadrennial Defense Review can be reviewed and studied. 

Thaoic you. for yo'lll' consideration in this matter. 

3/4 
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FRANK R. LAUTENBERG 
NEW.JfRSFV 

tQ!oi~'ITii:S' 

APPROPRIATIONS 

COMMERCE. SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

ENVIRONMENT AND 
PtJBUC WORKS 

The Honorable Retbert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

_,, ..... ________ .. _________ _ 

1anittd £'tatrs ~rnatr 
WASHINGTON, DC 20610 

May 6, 2009 

I am writing to respectfully urge you to reevaluate the Department of Defense's policy on the 
availability of Plan B, a fonn of Emergency Contraception (EC), in military facilities in the U.S. and 
abroad, including combat zones. The current Department of Defense policy does not require aJl 
military treatment facilities to carry this fonn of EC, and I am concerned that servicewomen may be 
unable to access this time·sensitive, emergency medication. 

Plan B is a safe, effective, and FDA·approved form of emergency contraception that helps 
prevent unintended pregnancy. If taken within 72 hours after intercourse, it can lower the risk of 
pregnancy by up to 89 percent. Although Plan B is available to women 18 and older at many 
phannacies in the U.S., a majority of servicewomen rely exclusively on military facilities for their 
heaJth care needs. This is especially true for those serving overseas who may not have access to an 
alternative facility. 

Furthermore, a recent Department of Defense report found that more than 2,900 sexual assaults 
were reported in the military in Fiscal Year 2008. Access to Plan B is especially important for women 
who have survived a sexual assault, for whom an unintended pregnancy can contribute to the 
emotional and psychological effects victims may experience. This demonstrates the urgency of 
ensuring that all servicewomen have the option to utilize emergency contraception. 

For these reasons, I respectfully urge you to reevaluate the Department of Defense's policy 
concerning Plan B to ensure that it is available to servicewomen at all military treatment facilities both 
here and abroad. lam also requesting specific information on which U.S. military treatment facilities 
do not currently carry this form of EC. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. 

ONI: GAnwAv Cc:KwR, 23Ro Jt.oo• 
Now-, NJ 07102 

1973) ti39·8700 F.-.x: (f7J) 11311-8723 

Sincerely, 

HART 5ENATf OFFICE BUILDING, SUITE 324 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

,2021224-3224 FA)C(202)228-4054 

2A111t"-""" 010M 
Ot~~i PQJll Ce.l'\f fEH, SIJI Tt. 5D5 

C:..MOEH. NJ 011101 
!666) 3311-81111 F~><: (8661331W!S3G 
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teongrtll of tf.Jt 1tnittb 6tates 
llfllbbtgton. J)C: 20510 

1'be Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Oa.tes, 

May6,2009 

A3 Congress awaits the submission of the President's Fiscal Year 2010 budget request for 
the Department of DefCDSes we write to share our strong and unwavering support for the 
Air National Guard (ANO) units in our states that lost their flying missions through 
BRAC200S. 

As you know, the last BRAC round made significant changes to the lay down of aircraft 
within the ANO. In our six states, many units lost their flying missions - ranging from 
A-lOs, C-130Js, and F-16s - with some losing the only flying mission stationed 
pennanently in their state. The loss of a flying mission is a direct threat to the manpower, 
readiness and relevance of our ANG units and their continued ability to meet their state 
and federal duties. 

The ANO not only serves our nation as we ask. them to support operations in Iraq and 
Mgbanistan and around the world, but they also serve the loeal state missions. Without a 
permanent flying mission within the state, the ANG may lose the valuable expertise and 
experience our airmen provide. With the immense capability the ANO provides to our 
nation, we must not jeopardize the investment we've made in the ANO personnel forces. 

According to the 2008 Air Force Weapon Systems R.oadmap, as well as subsequent 
planning by the Air Force and National Guard BUreau, our six states are each expected to 
receive the C-27J Joint Cargo Aircraft (JCA). While we welcome the assigmnent of a 
permanent flying mission to our states, we are cona:rned that continued debate about the 
organization and control of the JCA program could place the future of our ANO units at 
risk. We believe it is important to fimily resolve the "roles and missions" debate with 
regards to intra-theater lift, and move forward with a proamm that meets the needs of 
ANG states impacted in BRAC while also addressing the capability gap faced by our 
warfighters. 

This is a pivotal year for our Ai! Naticmal Guard. To this end, we look forward to the 
Department's stronasupport fer the aUoeation of pei'IIWlent flying mis8io111 to our 
states as part of the upeomingsubmissioD of the 2010 cJelnse budget. 

AB always, we thank you for your service to our nation and look forward to continuing to 
work with you to support our men and women in unifonn. 

2/5 
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Christopher Dodd 
United States Senator 

~""*/-
United States Representative 

Matt Schauer 
United States Representative 

15:57:35 05-06-2009 

Sincerely, 

~- . 
a;lliberman 

United States Senator 

~~ 
Joseph ~urcn_ey ~ . .I 
United States Representative 

Roscoe Bartlett 
United States Representative 

: 
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a.,~ 
Gregg Harper 
United States Representative 

~k 
United States Senator 
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Johll Satbanes 
United States Representative 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gatta 
Secretary of Defeose 
Pentap 
WaslJinaton, D.C. 20301 

DearMr.S~: 

'linittd tSmtrs :Omatt 
COMMilT!;f ON fiNANCf0 

WASHINC.toN. DC 20610-6200 

Apri129, 2009 

I• concemod aboat reports of sec\Dity lxeaebes ofF·lS tecbnoloJY and request an 
independent asaeument ofthia matter. 

This issue first came to my attention durin& my onaoina: ovcnigbt of the financial and 
audit systems of the Department of Defeme (DOD). 

On March 6, 2001, The DOD Office of the Inspector Oencral (010) ia~ucd an audit 
TqMXI entillod "'Security Controls Over Joint Strib Fighter Claasified Technology," Report No. 
D-200B..OS8. Tbia report concluded: ''The advanced aviaticm and weapons technology for the 
JSP. proaram may ha\le boen COJDpi'ODlisod by unauthorized access at facilities and in computers 
at BAE Systems, and. incomplete conuactor oversight may have inmased lb.~: risk of uninteaded 
or ddiberate release of informatiOD Lo foreign competi10n." It raised the possibility of 
"'unauthorized access to classified U.S. teclmoJou ... Following publication of this repon. 
q~ w= raised as to whetber the DOD OIO's conclusions ware CODSistent with supporting 
documeatation contained in audit work papers. 

. After Mr. Oordon Heddell became Acting DOD IG in h1ly 2008. diil mallei' was broughl 
to his auartion. Ill response, he took agreuive corrective ICiion. fii:S, on October 23, 2008, be 
approved the decision to offidally widldraw thls audit rq;on from pubJie ciJcull&ion • liD 

UDpl'etedented move. StcQQd. in December 2008. he requested the I~ .at the Depanment of 
Apiculrure ro ~a 'F ~audit of1he non oro ieport in question. And lbit!;L I 
understand he is holding responsible pcnons accountable for shoddy audit work. 

The Agricultln JO's peer review repon W1S compldCd OD Mardl6, 2009.lt appealS 10 
have substimiated dle allepdons reprding the flaws in tho D~D OIO's-audil work product. 



· To briefly wmmarize. the oriJinal audit, whidl was wi1hdrawn, ad the follow·up peer 
review bo1h appear to iadicate lbat there are urnsolved issues regaJdiDa tbe security of F-35 . 
tedmol98Y • J'll'llcullrly with~ to tho Dofi.'me Securi'f Service. These issues 'M1'C 

simply not adeqUltely dociimented i.n the original report. Despite the disputed IISSCil1ions made 
by DOD oro auditors with respect m SEA Systtms,I am worried tlutz th«e .. ~ 
problema with~ Defense Sec;Ul'ity Service aad its role in safcguardina our nadon's top secret 
or sensitive weapons design information and maJdnB 5UJ'O that ldnd of infornudion doesn't fall 
into the wroug hands. 

A Wall Sbet Joumal (WSJ) article on April 20, 2009, entitled "Computer Spies Breach 
Fi&hter·Jet Project, .. reiaforccs my concerns. The WSJ pi~ statos: "Six ~and former 
officials familiar With the matter confirmed tbat the fight« program [F·lS Jomt Strike fighter] 
had been N)*ltedty 'brobo into ......... Comput« IYsteDlS involved with 1ho prosram IPJJC8I' to 
~e beea ill1Utrated at least as far back as 2007, accoxdius to people familiar with the mauer. 
EVIdence of pel1Cttationa continued to be discovered. at least into 2008." Other zeceat aew.s 
reports clearly iadicaio that poteDtial F·35 tecbnolosr security breaches are a continuins issue 
today. ' 

Iftbis technology baa indeed been compromised as nsported, this information ~help 
potential ~to defead apinst or 10 defeat one of our most advacecl aDd oxpe:naive 
weapons systans. \lllderminina aipificant investments of iDpnuity, manpower, and money by 
the UDited States ad ae.ty a do2lea allies. Bl.Jiinell or trade secrets and proprlewy 
iDfonnation coul4 also be neeclleaaly compromised through loreip contraetual llTUimltmts. 

For theM ~ 1 would like to urae you to consider initillliq aa ;xtemal assealiJIDmt 
of the scope ad Poteatia1 impact oftheallepd compromise ofF-3S technology. This 
assessment should a.amine the effectiWDe~S ofOofeose Security Service•s oversight of such 
macters as well as enhanced sateguards to effectively counter and block futuro such intnlsioas. 

Your carotul consideration of this maUer would be appRclated. 

SioareiYJ, 

~4,. 
RaDkiDg Member 

Copy to: Acq lQ Heddell 



PAT ROBERTS 
Kt,NSAS 

1091iART SENAH OfFIC£ BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 2<P.>10 16Ub 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 2.0510-1605 

May6, 2009 

COMMilTEES: 

AGRICULTURE 

FINANCE 

HEAlTH, EDUCATION, 
LABOR, AND I"[NSIONS 

ETHICS 

RUlES 

Kansas Governor Mark Parkinson and Members of the Governor's Military Council (GMC), 
representing the major military installations and activities in the state of Kansas, will be in 
Washington June 11-12, 2009. I am requesting the Department's assistance in securing senior 
Defense, Military Service and Guard Bureau officials to meet with the Kansas group, as well as to 
secure the use of a conference room at the Pentagon for meetings on the morning of Friday, June 
12, 2009. Should your schedule permit, 1 would also be grateful if you would meet with the governor 
and the GMC during their Pentagon visit. 

The purpose of their trip is to meet with federal officials to discuss defense funding, policy, 
force structure and mission-related issues at military installations in the state of Kansas. In addition 
to the governor, Mr. Robin Spurrier (Chief of Staff of the Air Force's Civic Leaders Group Alumnus}, 
as well a, Messrs. John Montgomery and Mark Edwards (both are Civilian Aides to the Secretary 
of the Army) will be among the Council's participants during the GMC trip to Washington. Staff 
members of the Kansas Congressional Delegation will also accompany the group to the Pentagon. 

Tl'le group will consist of approximately 15-20 members, including the Kansas Delegation 
staff members. Names of the attendees will be provided to your staff as we near the June 12111 visit 
date. The issues concerning this group relate to the various initiatives that affect the Kansas bases 
(including US Army Grow the Force initiatives, options for Military Education streamlining and 
consolidation, overseas contingency operations, USAF's Future Tanker program, as well as Guard 
and Reserve Component equipment and infrastructure modernization). 

The group would like to arrive at the Pentagon at 8:00 a.m. on Friday, June 12, 2009, for 
badging and entrance to the building. 1 would greatly appreciate the assistance of your staff in 
reserving a conference room from 8:30a.m. to 11:30 a.m., as well as arranging for discussions 
with senior officials on a range of topics. 

As a guide for your staff's preparations, I have included a list of individuals (or their 
designees if the requested person is not available) with whom the GMC has asked to meet in 
addition to you; along with potential topics tor discussion. 
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On behalf of the Governor's Military Council, 1 would respectfully request that they have the 
opportunity to discuss these issues with the following individuals (or appropriate senior level 
alternates): 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Honorable Wayne Arny, Deputy Under Secretary of Defense, Installations & Environment 
Joint Land Use Studies 
State interest in DOD Alternative Energy initiatives to create Net-Zero Energy 
installations in Kansas 

Honorable Michael Donley or General Norton Schwartz {US Air Force) 
Out year budget tradeoffs (personnel & infrastructure vs. modernization) 
Options for increased quantities of the C-130J in the Program of Record 
McConnell AFB's role in Future Tanker program & UAS refueling developments 
Expansion of Air Guard C41SR ops at McConnell AFB 

General George W. Casey, Jr. (US Army) 
Maneuver space at Fort Riley & other Maneuver posts 
BAH calculation metrics to include both rental and purchase units 
GMC support for Leadership Training and Professional Military Education at Fort 
Leavenworth 

Lieutenant General McKinley, Chief of the National Guard Bureau 
Certification and planning for use of Great Plains Joint Regional Training Center as 
a site for Joint/Total Force training 
Quadrennial Defense Review anticipated impacts on the National Guard (nationally 
and in Kansas) 
Current and future role of Forbes Military Airfield in Homeland Defense, Civil 
Response Center of Excellence and Counter-insurgency operations 

Joint Forces Command (J-8, Joint National Training Center Program Office) 

• 

Great Plains Joint Regional Training Center opportunities for Joint/Total Force 
training curriculum 
Range utilization by Active & Reserve Component units as well as funding for 
infrastructure/equipment requirements and training operations. 

Mr. Patrick O'Brian, Director of the Office of Economic Adjustment 
BRAC funding, or other Fe<:leral funding sources for growth communities 

• Joint Land Use Studies 

Ms. Libby Quint of my staff will serve as the point of contact in my office (202-224-477 4) 
to coordinate with your staff on the details of this request. I greatly appreciate your support and 
would be grateful if your staff would communicate with my office as soon as possible regarding this 
matter. 

With every best wish, 



tlnitnt i'tatts ~matt 
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS & ENTREPRENEURSHIP : 

WASHINGTON, 0C 20S1o-6350 

May 7,2()09 

· VIA FACSIMILE & FIRST-CLASS MAIL 

Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 

· . U.S. l)epartment of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 

· Washingto~ DC 20301-:1400 

RE: Department of Defense's Implementation of tJ.te American Recovery and. 
Reinvestment Act 

Dear.Secretary Oates: 

I am writing in reference to the American Recovery and ReinveStment Act of 2009 
(ARRA) and the Department of Defense's efforts to quickly utilize and obligate ARRA 
funds to~ meet the DOD's goals and those of the recovery effort. As the Chair of the 
U.S. Senate Committee on Small Business and En'lrepreneurship, I would specifically 
like to highlight an op~on available to the DOD to use research and development ~ 
fn?~ ARRA to directly fwid · pn,jecu deriVed 'fiom the s~r .B\Jsmess · hmovation 
Re"search· (SBIR) anq Smml,.Busine~ Technology Transrer:.(sTTR)" progr~s as they 
enter "Phase m." In addition to ~ attention to this· important opti.on, I .~ve several 
questions regarding ARRA funds that I woUld like to "subinit for a response .. · . . . . 

I • • ' . ' • • 

Small businesses have long been the engine of U.S. economic growth, generating 60 tO 
· 80 percent of net ilew jobs annually over the last decade. The SBIR and STIR programs 
allow small R&D finns .,.. America's innovation lifeline- to create high-quality jobs and 

· cutting-edge products. Consequently;· we believe the SBIR and STI'R programs are 
furidamental to our nation's economic reeov~ry. · · 

As y~u may imow. cmTentiY 2.8 percent_ of the· total .• ~ R&b·budi¢..at·ooo •. · 
including funds from ARRA, must be allocated for competitiVe 'grants to small buSineSses , 
through Phase· I and n of the SBIR and STI'R. progrm:Ds. An additiotial. option to fund 
SBIR and STIR Phase III eontracts··does not come out of the SBIR/STI'R allocation. 
Rather, the funds would. come out of the larger R&D budget, the other' 97 peroen~ and 
include work that derives fro~· extends, or logically concludes efforts performed wtder 
. prior SBIR funding agreements. · 

There are a. number of adyantages .to using this SBIR/STIR Phase m mechanism to help 
distribute the ARRA funds and further technology tO reach our riation;s energy soals,. 
S~~STIR ·Phase .Ill cont;racts can be. awarded ·qUickly, faidy, ·and ~arently, in 
ke:eping with the 8piri,t .and the letter of the .ARRA. FUrthemi~~. 'the competition,J~ 
SBIRISTTR Phase I and Phase II awards satisfies all statutory co~tion requirements!. . . . . . . 



Therefore, a department that wishes t0 fund a ~BIRISTIR Phase ill project is not 
required to conduct another coinpetition, or process a: Justification and Approval (J&A) 
pW'SWUlt to FAR 6.302·5~ in order to satisfY those statutory provisions. For these reasons, 
I encourage you to take advantage of it. as often as possible in distributing the ARRA 
funds. . . 

I would also like to respectfully request an accounting of how much of the R&D money 
DOD received from ARRA has been classified as extramural R&D. In addition, I would 
like to request information about how the DOD is implem~ting the SBIR and STIR 
programs under ARRA. · 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or have your staff eontact 
Thad Inge at the Committee. I would appreciate a re~ponse to these questiOQS by May 22, 
2009. The response may be faxed to (202) 224-5619. 

. With warmest regards, I am 

MLL:twi 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

May7,2009 

We are writing to request that you review the Department of Defense's continued 
application of congressionally authorized exceptions to the Berry Amendment relating to 
the procurement of para-aramid fibers and yams, as well the procurement of rue-resistant 
rayon fiber, from foreign sources. The materials are used in the manufacture of body 
annor and fire-resistant uniforms, respectively. 

The Berry Amendment requires the Department of Defense (DOD) to give 
preference in procurements to domestically produced, manufactured, or home-grown 
products--notably food, clothing, fabrics, and specialty metals. We believe that 
exc;q>tions to this amendment allowing DOD purchases of para-aramid fibers and yarns, 
as w~ll the procurement of fire-resistant rayon fiber, frmn foreign sources· are no longer 
warranted owing to the availability of suitable materials in today's U.s: marketplace. The 
recenfuse of these .exceptio~s .is haVing an ~verse impact on U:S. manufacturer:s and has 
undercut our policy of maintaining a strong and viable defense industrial base. 

. In 1 ~8. partialiy due to limited domestic competition and a reliance on sole-
source. contracts, a statUtory exception was createtho the Berry Amendment tO allow for 
purchases of para-aramid fiberS ·and yains from foreign :sources.· The statutory exception 
is 9nly applicable when the Department makes a determination that pr~ure~ent of para­
aramid fibers and yams fro.rh domeStic sources will result in sol~-sou.rce con~ts or 
subcontracts. As a result ofthe exemption, the Department's purchaseS ofpara-araniid 
fibers and yams have become increasingly dependent on foreign suppliers over the last 
d~e. The marketplace has changed significantly in the last decade, however, and a 
variety of suitable materials now exist domestically. · · · 

Sinlilarly, in 2.008 a statutory exception was cre.ated for fire-reSistant rayon fiber 
for the production of unif~rms. This eXCepti.on allowed the Department to ptocure fire-. 
r:esi~tant rayon fiber for unifonns from foreign suppliers if a determination was made that 
ehh~ fire-resistant rayon fiber was not available domestically, or procuring such fiber 
~ornestically would result in sole-source contracts. · · · · · 



In the short period during which this provision has been in effect, foreign 
suppliers have dramatically increased their market share. Currently, 90 percent of the 
fielded Flame Resistant Army Combat Uniforms are constructed of imported fiber. 
While environmental and other concerns have caused domestic sources to forego 
production of fire-resistant rayon fiber for unifonns, there are a variety of other fire­
resistant fibers in today's domestic marketplace-some of which have out-perfonned 
rayon in evaluations for Army uniforms. As a result, the "rayon" exception is not 
relevant and should not apply to future procurements. 

Congress has given the Secretary of Defense discretion to determine whether 
either exception should be used. However, current law mandates an annual review by the 
Secretary of Defense. We believe that a departmental review will clearly docwnent why 
these exceptions to the Berry amendment should no longer be applied for defense-related 
procurements. It is our strongly held view that the para-aramid fibers and yarns 
exception is no longer valid, and that the fire.. resistant rayon fiber exception is no longer 
useful. For the reasons noted above, we urge you not to apply either Berry amendment 
exception to futW'e procurements involving these items. 

We look forward to working with you to advance a more balanced policy that 
both promotes competition and preserves our ability to maintain and grow our domestic 
defense capabilities. Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

...... 



COMMITTEES: PATRICK LEAHY 
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May 5, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
l 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington 01- 00 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051Q-4502 

APPROPRIATIONS 

JUDICIARY 

I deeply appreciate your attention to ensuring that our troops on the ground in Iraq and 
Afghanistan have adequate protection, whether from small arms ambushes or roadside bomb 
attacks. There is no more important priority than the safety of our deployed personnel, and I 
would very much like to work with you on a vital initiative in this realm: the speedy · 
development and fielding of the MRAP All Terrairi Vehicle (MRAP ATV). 

As you know, Afghanistan is a particularly difficult environment for large armored vehicles like 
the MRAP, because of that country's mountainous terrain and lack of paved roads. There is a 
strong need for a smaller, off-road armored vehicle that provides the same level of protection as 
an MRAP. The addition of U.S. forces in Afghanistan to help provide security and create an 
environment more conducive for politicalreconciliation makes the need for a smaller, well­
armored vehicle that much greater. The 86th Infantry Brigade Combat Team (Mountain) from 
the V errnont National Guard will arrive in Afghanistan early next year, and it would be helpful if 
this unit and all U.S.forces were to begin receiving the MRAP ATV as soon as possible. 

The Department ofDefense has an aggr~ssive development schediJJe with a production deci~ion 
in late June of this year. I would like to work with you to ensure this acquisition program 
remains on track. I would also like to work with the Department to find ways to accelerate the 
production program to ensuring that all units who may need this equipment in the Afghanistan 
theater have these assets as soon as possible. · . . · · .... 

I look forward to discussing .this crucial program with you in the very near futilre. Thank you . , 
again for your intelligent, energetic, and far-reaching leadership ofthe Department of Defense. 
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ORRIN G. HATCH 
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JACE JOHNSON 
CHIEF OF STAFF 

104 Hart Senate Office Building 
~nihl:r ~bd£5 ~enait 

TmPHONE: (202) 224-6251 
TDD 1202) 224-2849 
FAX: (102) 224-6331 

Website: http1/www . ..,nate.IJOIII-IIaceh 

The Honorable William J. Lynn 
Deputy Secretary 
The Department of Defense 
1100 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1100 

Dear Deputy Secretary Lynn: 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051o-4402 

February 26, 2009 

Congratulations on your confirmation! 

COMMITTEES: 

FINANCE 

JUDICIARY 

HEALTH, EDUCATION, 
LABOR, AND P£NSIONS 

INTELLIGENCE 

JOINT COMMmEE 
ON TAXATION 

I appreciate the time you took out of your confirmation schedule to meet with me and 
look forward to working with you on the challenging issues that face our nation. ln addition, I 
have taken the liberty of attaching a copy of my remarks supporting your confirmation. 
However, I would like to take this opportunity to reiterate and expand upon the points that I 
made during our meeting and ask additional questions as to the Administration's position on a 
number of pressing issues. 

The F-22 Raptor 

As you know, one of the major decisions that soon will confront the Administration is 
whether to continue the production of the F-22. The strong bi-partisan support for the F-22 is 
merited by the unique and exceptional capabilities of this aircraft. This aircraft will ensure our 
nation's air dominance for the next forty years as well as guaranteeing our ability to defeat one 
of the major threats of the future: the advanced anti -access air defense system. It is my 
profound hope that the Department will allocate funding to procure a sufficient number of 
F-22s to equip each Air Expeditionary Force with a full strength squadron ofRaptors. 

Therefore, will the President authorize the continued production of the F-22 and what 
number of aircraft does the Department hope to procure? 

Our Depot Maintenance System 

Our nation's depot maintenance system has made remarkable progress over the last few 
years. From Fiscal Year 2004 to Fiscal Year 2008, our Air Force Depots maintained a 96 
percent on time or ahead of schedule delivery rate. For example, at Hill Air Force Base's 
Ogden Air Logistics Center, the A-10 Precision Engagement Program has reduced labor costs by 
38 percent and the time allocated to repair F-16 wings has been reduced by 49 percent. 

PAINTED ON R~CYCLEO PAPER 



The foundation for these depot maintenance achievements are the laws 10 USC §2460 
and 10 USC §2464, commonly known, respectfully, as 50/SO and Core. As you know, these 

,laws state that so- percent of all depot maintenance must be perfonned by government workers at 
a government-owned facility. Core requires that the Department to maintain a core organic 
depot maintenance capability. 

Therefore, will the Department continue to support the S0/50 and Core laws as currently 
written and interpreted? 

Maintaining Our Strategic:: Deterrent Industrial Base 

For a generation, the Minuteman Intercontinental Ballistic Missile ("'ICBM") has served 
as the backbone of the nation's strategic deterrent force. Unfortunately, under the current plan of 
record, our nation, for the first time in over 40 years, will cease production of land-based ICBMs. 
Clearly, this raises fears as to the ability of the United States to maintain a land-based solid 
rocket motor industrial base. 

The Congress has sought a legislative remedy to this issue. A Senate amendment, that I 
wrote, authorizing the Air Force to create a solid rocket motor life extension program was 
cleared by the majority and minority of the Senate Anned Services Committee for inclusion in 
the Fiscal Year 2009 National Defense Authorization Act's "manager's package." 
Unfortunately, due to the lack of a unanimous consent agreement on a procedural issue, the 
entire "manager's package" was not included in the bill before final passage. However, the 
defense appropriations conferees did include report language in its legislation that stated ~· ... the 
Air Force is encouraged, at a minimum, to continue a wann line status for Minuteman III 
propulsion systems and to use funds provided for Fiscal Year 2009 to initiate a Minuteman III 
motor life extension program." In addition, Chairman Inouye and Vice Chairman Cochran of 
the Senate Defense Appropriations Subcommittee wrote to the Air Force on September 26, 2008 
urging "the Air Force to provide funding in order to maintain a land-based solid rocket motor 
industrial base!' Accordingly, I have been infonned, that the Air Force is constructing a 
proposal to procure additional solid rocket motors this fiscal year and six sets of motors a year 
for the next five years. 

Does the Department support a plan for maintaining our landMbased ICBM solid rocket 
industrial base? If not, how does the Department intend to sustain this vital national capability? 
With the existing production lines beginning to close in March, will the Department provide 
Fiscal Year 2009 funding to maintain our solid rocket motor industrial production capability? 

The Tanker Recapitalization 

Three years ago, during a trip to each of our nation's three Air Force Depots, I was 
extremely concerned to find that our KC-135s were literally falling apart due to extensive metal 
fatigue and corrosion. In particular, I will always remember, during one of the stops at Tinker 
Air Force Base, how one of the workers was able to peel apart, like tissue paper, critical 
aluminum KC-135 parts. Accordingly, I founded, with Senator Kent Conrad, the Senate Tanker 
Caqcus. The Caucus is a bipartisan organization whose purpose is to assist the Department and 
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Air Force in its role of efficiently procuring whichever aircraft best meets the requirements of 
our National Military Strategy. Obviously, the failure of recent efforts to procure a new tanker 
has been disconcerting to members ofthe Caucus, especially as the KC-135 is rapidly 
approaching its 50th year in service. 

What are your plans to restart the tanker procurement competition and what is your 
timeline for fielding a 21 51 century tanker? 

Missile Defense 

With the proliferation of ballistic missile technology and the testing of these systems by 
Iran and North Korea, the need to protect our nation and our allies from a ballistic missile attack 
has never been greater. Accordingly, I strongly supported the operational deployment of our 
current limited missile defense system. 

Do you support the current plans to expand the capabilities and size of our missile 
defense system? What are your thoughts concerning the Ground Based Mid-Course Interceptor 
and the Kinetic Energy Interceptor concept? 

Thank you for your attention to these matters and I look forward to reading your response 
to my questions. 

Orrin G. Hatch 
United States Senator 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

tintttd ~tatts ~rnatt 
COMMITIEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

WASHINGTON, DC2051D-6025 
http://appropriations.senate.gov 

May 14,2009 

We know that you share our concern that the Air Force tanker fleet is aging 
and needs to be replaced. Given the current challenges associated with awarding 
this contract, we plan to carefully review all options to begin replacing the tanker 
fleet expeditiously. 

The competing contractors have provided their cost estimates associated 
with a duaJ award of 360-plus aircraft. We do not have equivalent estimates from 
the Department of Defense. As you can understand, it is critical that we have the 
best DOD cost information available during the Defense Subcommittee 
examination of the program in the fiscal year 2010 budget request. 

Therefore, within 45-days,we request that you provide the Committee with 
a Cost Analysis lmprovement Group estimate of the life cycle costs associated 
with the development, procurement, and operation and sustainment of a dual 
source acquisition of 360 tankers (a combined purchase ofKC-X and KC-Y 
aircraft) with annual competitive awards. 

We thank you in advance for your cooperation on this matter and look 
forward to working together with you as.we continue our review. 

Sincerely, 

Thad Cochran 
Vice Chairman 
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Mr. Christian P. Marrone 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
For Legislative· Affairs (Act1ng) 
The Pentagon 
Washington DC 

Dear Mr. Marrone~ 

Dnittd ~tares ~matt 
COMMITIEE ON FOO~IGN RELAnONS 

\NAStilfll(ifON, IX.2.05111-6225 
May7. 2009 

On April 23, 2009. I introduced S .. 873, the Nunn-Lugar CoOpetative Threat Reduction 
Improvement Act of 2009. It has been referred to. the• Committee on Armed Services. 

The proliferation of weapons otmass destruction remains the number one ll8tio:pal 
security threa't facing the United StateS and the international community~ ·111e Nunn-L~gar 
Program has become the primary tool through which the United States wotks·to safely desttoy 
nuclear, chemical, and biologica1 warfare capacity. Through Nwm~Lugar. the United State~. bas 
eliminated more nuclear weapons than the combined arsenals of the United Kingdom'" France, 
and China. 1 am delighted that President Obama made the Nldl-Lugar Pl"Qgraro such a high 
profile ~ue dming his campaign. In 2005, then-Senator Obama and I traveled ·to Russia to see 
the Nunn-Lugar Program in action. We visited the RUssian nuclear warhead storage facility at 
Sltllltov and the mobile missile di~tlerncnt facility near.Penn .. This experiente gives him a 
unique vantage point to take i~pOrtant steps to revitalize and expand the program. 

In 2008 the National Defense Authorization Act requested that the National Academy of 
Sciences compile a report on ways to strengthen and expand the Nunn-Lugar Program. The 
report argues persuasively that the program should be expanded geographically, updated in fonn 
and function and supported as an active tool of fon:igti policy. Nunn-Lugar must ~me less 
ctimbersome and bUreaucratic and more agile. flexible, and responsive to ensure timely 
contributions across a larger number of courttries. 

Most of the reconunendations dO not require iegirlation but rather simple management 
improvements. My 'f:1ill, S. 873. fQCuses on two rcconimendations that require Congressi~ 
authorization: (I) the pr~vision or'iinuted "nomithstahding authorit)'" to give flexibility for 
future engaaements in ~xpected Jocations and (2) cteation of a Cooperative Threat Reductjon 
PartnershiP. Account to permit the SecretarY to accept funds fro~ -any person. foreign 
government, or international orgaslizatiou to aceompli$h nonproliferation and disannament goals. 
~_-addition the .bill urges that the_ program engage the Unified Combatant C~ds ~ensure 
full coordination and effective program implementation. . . 

The Nunn-Lugar Program has made criticaUy fmportant contributions to U.S. national 
sea1ri.ty thro!lgh. the elimination of strategic weap<)ns ·systems and platfonns arrayed a~ U$. 



Even as the threat changes, I ani contidenUhat it can eontinue to serve U.S .. .iDlel'eS!S with the 
riglit leadership and direction. My goal is to provide the program with the tools it needs to 
continue to be successful. - ' . 

· I ask tbafth~ Pt:Qtagon review the pulicy aspeCts and implications of the lcgmation and 
-share. its ~~ on the imP.actof my legislation on the Department's non-prolifemtion and­
cO-unter-WMD -policy priorities. I have attached :a copy of the legisl~on and the sta•ent of 
in~~tion that I delivered on April23. · · 

~ ypu for your assi$tance ilnd I look forward to your assis~ in this matter . 

. Siileerely, 

ROLikmk 

~~ 
Richard 0. Lugar 
Ranking Member 
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1la.6l}ingtnn, 1\Qt 2D515 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000. Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

May?, 2009 

We are miting you in regard to your AprillO, 2009, announcement that the decision to establish 
a second nuclear aircraft carrier homeport at Naval Station Mayport, Florida, would be further 
reviewed within the 2010 Quadrennial Defense Review (QDR). 

Just four months ago, the Department of the Navy concluded an exhaustive· two and a balfyeat 
study weighing the strategic, operational and environmental consequences of upgrading Naval 
Station Mayport to homeport a nuclear canier. This study concluded that indeed Naval Station 
Mayport should homeport a nuclear carrier, and the upgrades must be done since consolidating 
ALL nuclear carrier homeporting and maintenance in one East Coast location greatly hampers 
the Navy's strategic options. 

Prior to 2007, the Navy had operational flexibility on the East Coast with carriers stationed both 
at Naval Station Norfolk and Naval Station Mayport. However the Navy lost this flexibility with 
the decommissioning of the last East Coast conventional carrier in 2007. In order to reduce risk 
to the Atlantic Fleet canier force and restore the proper balance to the Navy, Naval Station 
Mayport must be upgraded to homeport nuclear aircraft carriers. On the West Coast, nuclear 
carriers and maintenance facilities are spread among three homeports. In fact. in a December 
2008 letter to Senator Jim Webb, you reinforced the concept of strategic dispersal stating, 
"Having a single CVN homeport has not been considered acceptable on the west coast and 
should not be considered acceptable on the east coast." 

The facts are shnple -- the Norfolk area is the only east coast port in which nuclear aircraft 
carriers are repaired, built and housed. If tragedy, man-made or nature-related .... intentional or 
acciden~ rendered Norfolk out of reach the Navy would be forced to journey around the tip of 
South America 'to reach another nuclear aircraft carrier maintenance facility in San Diego, CA. 
While some would like to believe this is an acceptable back-up pl~ commott sense demands 
otherwise. · 

Time and time again. aircraft carriers have proven to be key to the execution of our national 
security strategy. We believe as access to overseas land bases continues to decrease, the Navy's 
aircraft carriers will be more and more important. The Navy has alternate homeporting and 
maintenance options for all ships on the East Coast except aircraft catriers, its most valuable 
assets. The total costs for permanently homeporting a nuclear aircraft carrier at Mayport is less 
than 1% of the cost of the nuclear carrier fleet. "While the cost is not inconsequential, when 
weighed against the possible risks to our carrier fleet, upgrading Mayport to hQmeport nuclear 
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carrier is a sound national security expense. The Department MUST make this investment in 
Naval Station Mayport to provide flexibility to the Combatant Commanders and protection to 
some of the nation's most valuable assets. 

We expect the QDR will reaffinn your decision and honor the considered professit~nal military 
judgments and recommendations of senior DOD and Navy leadership who all recommend 
establislunent of a nuclear homeport and maintenance facility at Naval Station Mayport. A 
second such port on the East Coast not only protects our military personnel and naval assets, but 
also strengthens our national security and the defense of all Americans. In addition, the Navy 
prides itself in its meticulous approach to nuclear power and to not have an additional nuclear 
maintenance facility on the East Coast departs from that approach. These points alone make the 
establishment of a second East Coast nuclear homeport essential for our national security and our 
sailors' quality of life. 

~~ 
KENDRICK MEEK 
Member of Congress 

Sincerely, 

THOMAS ROONEY 
Member of Congress 

CONNIE MACK 
Member of Congress 



Member of Congress 

t&ttoft& 
Member of Congress 

RON KLEIN 
Member of Congress 

~RA~ 
Member of Congress 

Member of Congress 

SK&rw~,~~ 
ROBERT WEXLER 
Member of Congress 

~~ ALCEE HASTINGSSlJKMAS 
Member of Congress Member of Congress 

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHUL 
Member of Congress 

cc: The Honorable B.J. Penn, Acting Secretary of the Navy 
Admiral Gary Roughead, Chief ofNaval Operations 
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The Honorable Peter R. Orszag 
Director 
Office of Management and Budget 
1650 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20503 

Dear Director Orszag: 

iinitro ~tarrs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON 

HOMELAND SECURITY AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051Q-6250 

May 12,2009 

We write to make you aware of security clearance reform efforts wtdertaken to date and to urge 
you to continue those efforts. 

As you may be aware, we have long been interested in reforming the security clearance process 
because the Government Accountability Office (GAO) has documented problems with the 
Department of Defense's (DoD) personnel security clearance program since the 1990s, going so 
far as to declare the program a systemic weakness affecting DoD and other federal agencies in 
2002. GAO added the DoD personnel security clearance program to its high-risk list in 2005, 
and the program remains on that list today. 

Because of these and other issues, Congress has worked for many years on a bi-partisan basis to 
address security clearance issues across the federal government. For example, in 2003 Congress 
transferred DoD's personnel security investigative function to the Office of Personnel 
Management (OPM) as part of the FY2004 National Defense Authorizalion Act in an effort to 
improve the security clearance investigation process. Additionally, in 2004 Congress called for 
substantial changes to the security clearance process in the Intelligence Reform and Terrorism 
Prevention Act (IRTPA). Among other things, IRTP A required the President to select a single 
agency or office to oversee the security clearance process across the federal government, 
implement uniform policies regarding the security clearance process, ensure reciprocal 
recognition of security clearances among agencies, evaluate the use of technology to expedite 
security clearance processes, and develop a plan to reduce the length of the security clearance 
process. 

In 2005, President Bush issued Executive Order 13381 in furtherance ofiRTPA requirements. 
That order designated the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) as the executive branch 
agency responsible for setting policy for the security clearance process and required annual 
reports on implementation ofiRTPA and the Executive Order. 
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Additionally, in 2008 President Bush issued a "Memorandum for the Heads of Executive 
Departments and Agencies and the Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs 
regarding Security Clearances" in furtherance of IRTP A. That memorandum directed OMB, the 
Department of Defense, OPM, the Director ofNational Intelligence, and the Office of the 
Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs (collectively, the Joint Refonn Team) to 
produce a comprehensive security clearance reform proposal by April 30, 2008. Such a proposal 
was produced and recommended a new Executive Order to ensure fitness reciprocity and · 
reinvestigation; a modified Standard Form 86 application to seek more relevant information and 
support continuous evaluation of cleared individuals; a new strategy to ensure that standard and 
criminal record checks are conducted to mitigate gaps in automated searches; a new strategy to 
h11prove the accessibility of federal investigative records; standardized training and certification 
for security professionals; a single-search automated interface for verification of existing 
investigations, eligibility, and access to classified information; an automated process to validate 
investigations requested, investigations conducted and costs billed by investigative services; and 
the deployment of electronic fingerprint stations. The Joint Reform Team also recommended 
that an Executive Order be issued to establish a new governance structure to coordinate hiring 
and clearing processes. 

As a result of these recommendations~ in 2008 President Bush issued Executive Order 13467, 
which names OPM as the executive agent responsible for overseeing investigations and 
adjudications for employment suitability and the Director of National Intelligence as the 
executive agent responsible for overseeing investigations and adjudications for security 
clearances. Executive Order 13467 also established the Suitability and Security Clearance 
Performance Accountability Council (PAC), responsible to the President for achieving reform 
goals, measuring agency performance, holding agencies accountable~ and establishing 
information technology requirements. 

We firmly believe that each of the above-referenced Executive Orders and actions were 
Wldertaken in furtherance of statutory requirements and are important and valuable efforts to 
reform the security clearance process across the federal government as mandated by IRTP A. 
Additionally, we believe these efforts are necessary steps towards removing the DoD personnel 
security clearance program from GAO's high-risk list. Therefore, we strongly urge you to 
continue and build upon these efforts, including by approving the modification of Standard Form 
86 that was delivered to OMB on December 31,2008. We would appreciate an update from you 
on what OMB has done in furtherance ofiRTPA to refonn the security clearance process since 
January 20,2009. 

Additionally, our Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Subcommittee has held five 
hearings on security clearance reform efforts, with the most recent hearing occWTing on May 22, 
2008. We plan to hold a sixth hearing on this subject this summer, and we sincerely hope that 
OMB will be willing to participate in that hearing as it has in years past. 
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Thank you for your attention to this matter. We look forward to working with you on this and 
other important issues. 

George V. Voinovich 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Oversight of 
Government Management. the 
Federal Workforce, and the 
District of Columbia 

cc: The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
Department of Defense 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301~1300 

The Honorable Dennis C. Blair 
Director 

Sincerely, 

Office of the Director of National Intelligence 
Washington, DC 20511 

The Honorable John Berry 
Director 
Office of Personnel Management 
1900 E Street NW 
Washington, DC 20415 

Daniel K. Akaka 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Oversight of 
Government Management, the 
the Federal Workforce, and the 
District of Columbia 



tinittd i'tatts ~matt 
WASHINGTON, D.C 20510 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary. U.S. Department of Def~ 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

May20, 2009 

We are writing to relay om concerns about the lack of coordinated support for. families of 
deployed National Guard and Reserve serviceniembers and the Department_ of Defense's efforts 
to implement the National Guard Yellow Ribbon Reintegration Program. 

Deployment causes substantial stiess and anxiety for families. One-third of the 
respondents to a recent National Military Family Association survey reported problems with both 
the availability of community support and the lack of infommtion available to them about the 
Department's services and benefits. A recent Defense Department report to Congress 
acknowledged these problems and noted that they are particularly acute for geograprucally 
isolated families of deployed National Guard and Reserve servicemembets. 

A recent RAND study found similar problems-lack of efficient delivery of information 
about available services, shortage of staff, and poorly coordinated programs. RAND 
recommended concrete steps at all stages of the deployment cycle tp address these problems. 

The National Guard Yellow Ribbon Reintegration Program (YRRP) was created in· tbe 
2008 NatiODJI) Defense Authorization Act to address these problems like these. But the YRRP 
Advisory Board of the Departmentss Office for Reintegration Programs did not hold its first 
meeting until March 31, 2009, and progress on this front seems slow at best. 

We know you share our view that the YRR.P is an important initiative. Ooing forward. 
the Department can meet the important goals.ofthe YRRP by implementilig program elements 
that: 

(1) Integrate, consolidate and proactively provide family-support infonnation to families 
during all phases of the deployment cycle: pre-deployment, deployment, demobilization, and 
post-deployment reconstitution. 

(2) Ensure that geographically isolated families receive location-specific information 
about the services available to them and infonnation about the presence of other military families 
from the same and different services in their area. To do this, the Department might consider. the 
feasibility of creating a cross-service database of families living in a particular locale, which 
would be available to these geographically isolated families. 

(3) Focus at least as much effort on delivery of resources as volume of resources; Deliver 
tailored information to families at various "milestone .. times during the deployment cycle. 



(4) Provide quality family-support services when the servicemember is cross-leveled into 
a unit that is based far fiom their family and their home station. 

(5) Provide sufficient staffing for the "fttmily readiness" organizations of the Military 
Services to ensure- a more forward-leaning effort to provide family-support information to 
families during the entire deployment cycle. 

(6) Consider the Findings and Recommendations of the referenced RAND study 
(Deployment Experiences of Guard and Reserve FamtJiU.~ lmpllcattonsjor Support and 
Retention, 2008), or equivalent sources, that focus on infonnation and resource delivery 
problems. -

After eight years of continuing conflict in Iraq and M~ we all agree on the need 
for a robust family-support program worthy of the sacrifi~ made by deploying servicemembers 
and their families. 

Thank you for your attention and dedication to this effort to date. Please let us know if 
there are any lepl obstacles or resource constraints that prevent full implementation of the 
Yellow Ribbon Reintegration Program. We look forward to working with you. 

Richard J. Durbin 
United States Senator 

l?tJ,~t1. ~~ 
Barbara A. Mikulski 
United States Senator 

7~~ ~ ayO 
United States Senator E.._fooR 
EvanBayh 
United States Senator 

Christopher s. Bond 
United States Senator 

nTester 
United States Senator 

~··~-elson -
• , States Senator 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Bnittd i'tatt.s ~rnat£ 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6025 
http://appropriations.senate.gov 

May22, 2009 

As you are aware, the Government of Japan has been interested in 
purchasing F-22 aircraft for several years. At the request of the Committees 
on Appropriations, the Air Force has examined what it would cost to design 
and manufacture an export version of the F-22. 

Using the information which was provided by the Air Force, I 
prepared the attached letter to the Japanese ambassador. I believe the 
Government of Japan is likely to be interested in purchasing the aircraft even 
at the relatively high price which has been estimated. I wanted you to know 
of my actions in this matter and therefore, am forwarding the letter for your 
review. 

Daniel K. 
Chairman 
Committe o 
Subcomm tt 

Appropriations 
on Defense 

Ill 



tinitnt ~mtrs ~rnatr 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

May 19,2009 

We. are writing to request that you establish a clear policy through which the 
Department of Defense (DOD) will encourage renewable energy development 
while maintaining necessary protections for military airspace. 

As you know, DOD has an important voice in wind turbine siting decisions 
because wind turbines can impact DOD radar and airspace requirements. 
Unfortunately, to date the interaction between wind developers and the DOD has 
lacked consistency. For instance, in 2007 Travis Air Force Base objected to the 80 
MW Montezuma Wind Energy Center very iate in the permitting process. The 
proposed wind farm is surrounded by other wind fam)s,. some of which were built 
after 2007, in Solano County California's Wind Resource Area, more than ten 
miles from the base. That project, and others nearby, remain in limbo today due to 
DOD concerns that are likely surmountable. 

To facilitate the development of renewable energy projects consistent with 
national security needs, we encourage you to take the following steps that could 
improve the prospects for wind development in the United States. 

• Consolidate Decision Making: Formally consolidate decision making 
regarding wind development in a single office, preferably within the Office of 
the Secretary of Defense. A single decision-maker, who operates under clear 
timelines and procedures by which he communicates DOD concerns regarding 
wind projects, would limit unnecessary conflict between DOD and renewable 
energy development. 

• Participate in FAA Review: DOD should identify proposed wind .farm 
impacts on airborne operations. during the Federal Aviation Administration's 
(FAA) existing, formal wind farm SGreening-and approval process, as well as 
provide initial feedback during any.FM early feasibility review. IfDOD 



objections are stated in as transparent a manner as national security concerns 
permit through the FAA process, renewable energy developers will not be 
surprised by DOD concerns expressed late in the pennitting process. 

• Site Specific Evaluations: The military has produced extremely useful maps 
of California, Arizona and Nevada that designate areas in which the military 
effectively opposes wind energy development (red), areas where the DOD 
might have some concerns (yellow), and areas where DOD has no military 
concerns (green). DOD's maps were assembled using data and assumptions 
that allow them to guide development, but they are not detailed enough to be 
the final decision making tool. I request that you clarify that DOD staff should 
evaluate site-specific technical analysis before opposing any wind proposal. 

• Airspace Height Restrictions: Airspace height restrictions vary considerably 
across the West and limit wind energy development. If DOD evaluated whether 
it is reasonable and consistent with safety and national security needs to raise 
200, 300 and 400 feet restrictions to 500 feet at sites where wind farms are 
proposed, DOD may be able to open a considerable amount of currently 
restricted land to wind energy development. 

• Mitigation Research and Development: Technical mitigation measures may 
be able to reduce the impacts of wind turbines on radar. In September 2008, 
representatives from the DOD, the Federal Aviation Administration, the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and the wind industry 
agreed to develop a research and development roadmap, mirroring a similar 
effort between the British military and the British Wind Energy Association. 
DOD participation in this effort is important, and I encourage you to ensure that 
it continues. 

• Radar Upgrades: DOD is in the process of replacing older analog radar 
systems with state-of-the-art radar through the National Airspace 
Modernization Program. I encourage you to request that DOD consider the 
wind energy potential of an area when prioritizing radar replacements. A report 
by the defense advisory firm JASON recently concluded, "Radars which don't 
have the capabilities to mitigate wind farm interference could simply be 
replaced ... The new radar would incorporate multidimensional detection, with 
greatly enhanced processing, with pulse shapes designed to optimally 
distinguish between aircraft and wind farms."1 

1 
Wind Farms and Radar (.JSR-08-125). JASON. The MITRE Corporation. January 2008. 



As you know, both global warming and our reliance on foreign sources of 
energy present economic and national security challenges to our country. Your 
Department rightfully focuses on its primary mission of protecting our national 
security, but we believe DOD could also play a more productive role. We very 
much look forward to working with you to ensure that renewable energy 
development proceeds where it is compatible with the military's mission. 

We look forward to working with you on this matter. 

Dianne Feinstein 
United States Senator 

~ttl~, 
RonWyden .. 
United States Senator 

~~-
Barbara Boxer 
United States Senator 

Tom Harkin 
United States Senator 

~!·~ 
United States Senator 

Sincerely, 

Charles Grassley 
United States Senator 

n Tester 
nited States Senator 

Richard J. Durbin 
United States Senator 

L-.~ 
ax Baucus 

United States Senator 
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The Honorable Barack H. Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20500~0004 

Dear President Obama: 

May 19,2009 

COMMITTEES: 
ENVIRONMENT ANO PUIIUCWOm<S. 

FIJREIGN RELATIONS 
AGRICULTUIIE 

SPECIAL COMMI11EE ON AGING 

I am very concerned about the expanding humanitarian crisis triggered by th~ 
. military offensive by the Pakistani government against the extremist Taliban groups in 

the Swat valley and neighboring areas. We appreciate Pakistan's determination to end 
the oppressive and dangerous Tal1ban regime in those regions. We must ensure that we 
allocate sufficient.funding to address the immediate crisis and the rebuilding that will be 
necessary to allow those people to return home while minimizing the possibility that 
extremist groups will again take root in. those areas. 

As you know, the nwnber of Internally Displaced People (IDPs) is over one 
million and .growing. Tens of thousands are in-desperate need of immediate and. urgent 
relief in terms. of shelter, food, clothing and healthcare. Hundreds of thousands more have 
found shelter with their families, but their needs and the'strain they put on those families 
likewise.neces~tate a strong response from the international community. Based on the 
funding required to address the more limited numbers ofPakist8ni IDPs m the past year, I 
understand that it may require as much as $300 million to adequately address· the relief 
operations for the current number ofiDPs in the affe~.-ted areas. · 

In addition to these immediate needs, I am sure you appreciate the need for a . 
consistent and ~equate commitment to rebuilding the affc;cted regions of Swat, Federally 
Administered Tribal Areas (F ATA) and neighboring regions, as well as other areas of 
Pakistan. The Taliban and attendant groups in Pakistan are losing their public appeal, 
while the latest actions of the Pakistimi government have gained support Qf all major 
political parties in Pakistan as well as the majority of the people of Pakistan. We must 
capitalize on this shift in opinion to' work with the .Pakistani government and civil societY 
ip. helping to rebuild and stabilize the north-wesfregion and addreSs is8ues such as 
supporting free media, en(;ouraging the growth of women's rights, expanding educatioDal 
opportunities, arid other democracy and stability building programs throughout the · 
cowitry. . . . . . 

. I'IIINTED ON RfcvCLED PAPE~ 



As you have stated on several occasions, the United States is locked iil a battle 
with the extremists for the hearts and minds of Muslims around the world. We showed 
our strong support for the people of Pakistan after the earthquake in the Northern regions 
in October 2005. Our assistance yielded positive attitudes toward the United States 
among the Pakistani people. 

The assistance to Pakistan in the Fiscal Year 2009 ·supplemental appropriation 
currently before Congress will go a long way in strengthening Pakistan's constitutional 
democracy and addressing its developmenta.J. needs. But the United States must take. 
immediate action to demonstrate to the 170 million people in Pakistan that our goal is to 
work with them to achieve a peaceful, stable and prosperous Pakistan for all its citizens. 

Sincerely yours, 

~t'.~ 
Kirsten E. Gillibrand 

CC: Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton 
· Secretary of Defense Robert Gates / . 

General (Ret) James Jones, National Security Advisor 
Ambassador Richard C. Holbrooke,.Special Representative to Afghanistan and 
Pakistan 
General David Petraeus, Commander, U.S. Central Command 
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Dr. Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 2030 1-l 000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

May 21,2009 

SUITESH~5 

HART BUILDING 
WASHINGTON. DC20510 

(202) 224-3004 

Thank you for your willingness to meet. with several senators Wednesday morning to 
discuss our concerns regarding proposed reductions. in several defense systeins, including 
ground-based interceptor missiles in Alaska. I very ntuch appreciate your time to further 
e~plain the administration's thinking on modemizing_our nation's defense posture .. 

I was heartened· by your commitment,~~ ih~: gl:~,ill:td-based missile -defense system. a 
portion of which is based in my stat~'atFbrfGie¢ly. As you know, many membersofthe 
Senate believe this -system is a proven ci>mponent of our defense capabilities. R~cent . 
missile launches by North Korea and Iran inake ibis system everi more vital. 

As we discussed, I look forward to yoU! department's further amplification on the role of 
the system iri America's overall defen~e posture~ the robu,st testing program you have 
already endorsed and the overall mainte11ance of the Fort Greely-based missiles to ensure 
they are capable.of addressing threats to our state and natiori. . ' '. 

Th~k. you also for you~ w_illi.ngness to travel to Alaska to address in-person Alaska's 
servicemen and: women who are so ably pto~ctlrig our country·. 

· ... ' '. 
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The President 
The Wblte House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

May 18,2009 

A3 you know, the humanitarian crisis in Pakistan's North West Frontier Province, 
which is the result of increased fighting between the Pakistan Army and militants, is 
reaching historic and catastrophic proportions. Over one million people have already 
been displaced, in what is believed to be the single largest civilian migration in the region· 
since the 1947 Partition. Worryingly, the numbers of displaced are continuing to grow. 
We must help the Pakistani government protect the civilian population while fighting 
~nti~ues and provide assistance to the ~i~placed to ensure this cri~~~. ~oes ll.?.t. ~~ad to 
~:~~rtinrest throughout~~ rest~ff~~~ :9~Wltry. · . • .. ).. · ..... ; ' , .. 

Uhlted Nations offici'ai~ h~V61called for a "massive int~ational effdrtn% adLtress 
the crisis, warning that absent such an effort, it will be "absolutely impossible" to provide 

as~~~~;·~~~po~. i~d_i~te.~~t. ~~~~ ~~ s!S?:i~~~ ~~J?~S ;W, ~e basi~. ~~i~~~ce currently 
bemg pro'\1d~? .. ~~.~~~tfig fa,~?· ~~te~,~~~~!(er,, ~~ F~~q9~·,~· ·~r!~d8~~?.~·~s~~e 80 to 90 
~undcenttrao~thfr~~e .. ~.~th-~~~~cl~bjar1. ~~,r.e~~~. ~~:.~~-.P,~~ptta!t~ ?f,f~~!f 3f}~j ~~?-~~. ~~dy er s m om e g o a economic cnsts. · · · 

. . . .. . {!l"!.l •:·.1:.;. ·)·Jr:~ r:~f· ·,it·:. 

We are deeply concerned that if not adequately addressed, the.crisis could 
undermine the Pakistani government and compromise our ability to help stabilize the 
ooun~. We note with cone~ that the media is repor.J,ing th~ charity wings of designated 
terrorist organizations:such E!S Lashkar-e-Taiba are al~ady rpshing to provide assistance 
in the absence of a sufficient government response. 

For this reason, we are writing to urge you to work in full partnership with the 
Gov~~ent of Pakistan to mount an inunediate U.S. response that addresses both the 
short-term 8!ld long-term needs o(~e 4i!placed .. We believe that 11ot'P~g less than an 
immedi~te, large-scale response that mobilizes the re_sources of the ~ntire l!.~~· .· · · 
~ov~ent; as well as the private secto~, is required to ensure the P~~q~~ople .· 
receive the help they need. . . · . . . · · · · ·.: ... .' · · 

. . . ... ~ .. 

AS \ve saw iii the aftmnath ofthe 2004 tsunami in Southeast Asia and the 2oos 
e~quake in nort~~ Pakistan, the United States possesses unique capabilities to 
provi~e swift and effective ~id for civilian popu~ations suffering ~om. tmt?~ecedented 

. '.· .. ·. ' 

'· '•,. :' -
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ilnittd £'tatrs £'rnatr 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

humanitarian crises. We believe that we have both a moral and strategic imperative to 
help provide an immediate response to the crisis unfolding in Pakistan. 

We thank you for your attention to this urgent and critical matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Russell D. Feingold 
United States Senator 

Jon Kyl 
United States Senator 

CC: Secretary of State I:Jillary Rodham Cljnton 
Secretary. of Defense Robert Gates '1/ 

I 

United States Senator 

(/}r(L.. '-~·"· Robert P. Casey Jr. 
United States Senator 

General (Ret.) James Jones, National Security Atlvisor' 
Ambassador Richard C. Holbrooke, Special Representative to Afghanistan and 
Pakistan 
General David Petraeus, Commander, U.S. Central Command 
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MICHAEL F. BENNET 
COLORADO 

WASHINGTON, DC: 
7<1211MT S<N.<n O.foa! lluu.P""' 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 
(202)224-..... 

C(WIMITTEES: 

AGRICULTURE. NUTRITION, ANO FORESTRY 

BANKING, HOUSING. ANO 
URBAN AFFAIRS 

HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

SPECIAL COMMITIEE ON AGING 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ilnittd ~tatm ~rnetr 
WASHINGTON, DC 2051D-0609 

May23,2009 

On behalf of the 4,500 employees at Memorial Health System and the 140,119 
TRlCARE beneficiaries who live in Colorado Springs, Colorado, I write to ask your 
assistance in Memorial Health System's efforts to obtain approval for a three-year 
Temporary Military Contingency Payment Adjustment (TMCPA). A TMCPA would 
allow the system to continue to provide quality care to the TRICARE population of 
Colorado Springs. 

Memorial Health System is a 600 plus bed acute care health and hospital system that 
serves an area in which there are five military installations: The United States Air Force 
Academy, Peterson Air Force Base, Shriever Air Force Base, Cheyenne Mountain Air 
Force Station, and Fort Carson. Due to a severe shortage ofTRICARE providers in 
Memorial Health System's service area, Memorial is the largest nonmilitary provider for 
the TRICARE population in the western region, as well as the largest provider of 
Emergency Department and Urgent Care services in the Colorado Springs area. In 2008, 
Memorial Health System provided over 45,000 patient visits to the TRICARE population 
and provided care for 149 babies. 

Additionally, with this an arrival of an additional 7,000 troops and their families from the 
4th Infantry Division moving from Fort Hood, Texas to Fort Carson this summer, demand 
for these military families at Memorial Health System is only going to increase. 

While I understand the Department of Defense's desire to adopt a TRICARE outpatient 
prospective payment system (OPPS) that is more in line with Medicare rules, I am 
concerned that immirtent implementation of this adjustment will be financially crippling 
for Memorial Health System. Without a TMCP A, Memorial Health System's TRlCARE 
reimbursement will be reduced by over $1 0 million, and the facility will have to consider 
limiting both access to the types of care it delivers to its TRICARE population, and 
potentially the amount of healthcare workforce available to serve these military families. 
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Granting Memorial Health System a TMCPA is essential to making sure our military 
families receive the high-quality care they need and deserve. With a gradual transition to 
the TRICARE outpatient prospective payment system, Memorial could continue its 
mission of helping to keep our military ready and prepared for future challenges. On 
behalf of these families, I thank ·you for your attention to this matter and urge you to grant 
this adjustment. 

ThaDk you for your leadership and commitment to our nation's men and women in 
uniform. 

Sincerely, . 

~~~ 
Michael F. Bennet 
United States _Senator 
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ti.nittd ~mtu ~matt 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Department ofDefODSe 
I 400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

WASHINGTON, DC 20110 

June 2. 20()9 

We are writing on behalf ofthe 94* Infanny Division, which valiantly fought 
during the European campaign-ofWOl'ld War II. In April194S, the Division came across · 
a concentration camp near Velbert. Germazly containing hundreds of dying prisoners, and. 
was relieved by a medical unit that cared for the prisoners who· were in dire need of 
medical attention. 

Despite the fact that the 94th Infantry Division was the first Allied unit to enter 
the camp. it has not yet been recognized as an official b"borating unit of World War D. · 
The Division hopes very much to be approved for liberation status. so that its flag can be 
flown at the Holocaust Museum. We underm:and that the Division has complied with all 
o:fthe necessary guidelines established for such status by the United States Center for 
Militazy History, and have the personal accounts of two soldiers who served in the unit at 
that time "' Edward Cowley and Thoma& Manthey. 

We rcspect1iilly request that the 94tl' Infantry Division be considered by the 
Department for liberation status, and any appropriate assistance or consideration that you 
can provide would be greatly apprec.iated. If you have any additional questions or 
conoems, please have your staff contact Tristan Talcos in Senator KODnedy's office at 
(617) 565-4471, or BradyVanEngelenin SenatorKeay"s ofticcat(202) 224--2742. 

T1umk you for yOllr eoosideration in this matter. 

With respect and appreciation, 

Sincerely, 

212 



ORRIN G. HATCH 
UTAH 

~rtihb ~bdts J&enate 
Tm-: QQ21224-6261 

TO!li202J 224-2849 
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The Honorable William J. Lynn 
Deputy Secretary 
The Depa.-tment of Defense 
1100 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1100 

Dear ~cretary Lynn; 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051o-4402 

June 8, -2009 

~ 

FINANCE 

JUDI¢wn' 

HEALTH, EOUCATIDN. 
LA80fl, A_NO PE~IONS 

INTElLIGENCE 

JOINT COMMITTEE 
ON TAXATION 

Thank you for your May 28th letter. I appreciate learning the Department of Defense's 
("Department~) views on the subjects covered in the letter. In addition. I loot forward to 
oontinuing to work with you on enhancing our nation's security. 

I was delighted to learn of the Department's commitmeatto our depot-maintenance 
system by "compl[ying] with lhe 50/SO and Core laws as currently written and interpreted."' 
As you know, the Congress. on a bipartisan basis, has worked·with the Department over the past 
several years to recapitalize our depot maintenance system. The warfi~ter has greatly 
benefited from this renewed inveSiment through sustained on-time delivery rates of vital 
equipment. 

Regarding the land--based solid rocket motor intercontinental ballistic missile industrial 
base, I deeply appreciate the Department and the Air Force's ~ognition of the merits of . 
sustaining this vita] national infrastructure. The Air Force's Fiscal Year 2010 budget request of 
$43 million is an important first ·s~. However, your letter does no~ address if the Department 
will aetedc to the Secre1ary of the Air Force's request to reprogram sufficient Fiscal Year2009 
funds to maintain solid rocket production this fia year. Onl)· a prompt transfer of these funds 
will prevent further interruptions in prodootion. resulting in millions of dollars in unnecessary 
costs, and the stabilization of employment for the highly sought after engineers atld technicians 
that manufacture solid rocket motors. 

- Therefore, I respectfully request the Department agree to Secretary Donley's request and 
reprogram, on an ·expedited basis, FiStal Year 2009 ft.mds to maintain-our nation's land-based 
solid rocket motor intercontinental ballistic missile industrial base. 

Thank you for yout consideration of this matter. · 

Orrin G. Hatch 
United States SeDator 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secret~y. 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051CH:l703 

June 10, 2009 

Tou Fot&: 1·-800-225-5805 

UOM£' PAGE: 

http:JniebGrmon.seaate.Qov 

I read with great interest your speech to the Association of American Universities 
on April 14, 2008. On that occasion you noted the potential of the records of Saddam 
Hussein's Ba'athist regime, captured by American forces in 2003. to provide us 
"unprecedented insights., into the workings of dictatorial third-world regimes. You 
rightly compared this collection of materials to the Smolcnsk archives, upon which 
scholars ofthe Soviet Unio~ like Merle Fainsod based much of their research. You also 
announced that the Defense Department was funding an effort to open a Conflict Records 
Research Center at the National Defense University. 

I strongly support your goal of making the records ofSaddam Hussein's regime 
available to the broad scholarly community for research and study. However, I am 
concerned by the apparent slow pace of this valuable project. I note that the Defense 
Department has yet to establish a Conflict Records Research Center in the 15 months that 
have passed since your announcement, nor docs the opening of such a center appear to be 
on the horilon. 

I would therefore be grateful for a progress report on your efforts to establish a 
Conflict Records Research Center at the National Defense University, a timelinc for its 
creation, as well as an estimate of the resources that the Defense Department will devote 
to the center over the long tenn. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter and your commitment to this worthy 
and important endeavor. 

<S:Iy, . 
a;.~ I. Lieberman 

UNITED STATES SENATOR 

'A / 



PATTY MURRAY 
WASHINGTON 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense, The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

tlnitro ~tatm ~matt 
WASHINGTON, DC 2061H704 

June 4, 2009 

COMMrTTEES: 

AI'PROPAIATIONS 

BUDGET 

HeALTH. EDUCATION. LABOR 
AND PENSIONS 

RULES AND ADMINISTRATION 

VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

I write to urge you to act immediately to protect the jobs of people with severe disabilities working on the 
Department of Defense (DoD) service contracts under the AbilityOne Program. Specifically, I ask that 
you; 

I. Reaffmn the moratorium on conversions set forth in the December 29, 2004, Memorandum 
wherein Under Secretary of Defense Chu states, DoD NAF/s shall not enter into contracts or 
agreements with DoD elements or other Federal Departments, Agencies, or instrumentalities for 
the provision of goods and services that will result in the loss of jobs created pursuant to the 
Randolph Sheppard Act, the Javits·Wagner-O'Day Act, or small bu.siness programs until a policy 
solution can be reached that encourages job creation; 

2. Request that the AbilityOne Program be part of the Air Force solution; and, 
3. Provide notification that responses to date from Arthur Meyers, principal Director, Military 

Community and Family Policy, do not fully address the above two issues. 

I support the DoD Food Transformation effort where it results in higher quality and efficiency to service 
members and lower costs. However, given the potential impact this challenge could have on the 
employment of thousands of people with severe disabilities in the AbilityOne Program, I strongly urge 
the DoD to coordinate with AbilityOne representatives to develop a policy solution that encourages job 
creation through both the MWR and the AbilityOne Programs. This is a crucial step to incorporate the 
best thinking to resolve this issue, particularly when jobs for people with severe disabilities are so rare, 
reflecting an unemployment rate unparalleled by any other demographic sector of our society. 

Thank you for your early consideration of this urgent request. If you have any questions on this issue, 
please contact Crystal Bridgeman at (202) 224-2621 in my office. 
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WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4605 

JOINT ECONOMIC t;:OMMIITEE 

The Honorable William J. Lynn III 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
The Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 2030 I 

Dear Secretary Lynn, 

June 11, 2009 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

[2021 224-4024 

During your confirmation hearing in January, you agreed to review the Navy's 
proposal to homeport a nuclear-powered aircraft carrier in Mayport, Florida, as part of 
the Quadrennial Defense Review. I appreciate your making this commitment. My 
purpose in writing is to request that this review consider new information regarding the 
Department ofthe Navy's fiscal year 2010 budget request revealed by Admiral 
Roughead, the chief of naval operations, during a hearing last week before the Senate 
Committee on Armed SeiVices. This input updates the comprehensive critical assessment 
of the Navy's plan that I forwarded to you and Under Secretary Flournoy in January. 

I was struck by the growing level of risk that Admiral Roughead identifies in 
several Navy warfighting and shore readiness areas. In his prepared statement, a copy of 
which I have enclosed for your information, he states: 

• The Navy is "stretched in our ability to meet additional operational demands." 
• The risk in the areas ofwarfighting, personnel, and force structure is 

"moderate today trending toward significant in the future." 
• "Future shore readiness ... is at risk." 
• The continued decrease in the number of strike-fighter tactical aircraft "will 

affect the capacity and effectiveness of our air wings." (One estimate places 
this shortfall at 125 aircraft by 2015. Other estimates range as high as 220 
aircraft in successive years.) 

I do not recall a starker assessment of the operational risks facing the Navy since 
then-CNO Admiral Thomas Hayward testified in 1979 that the Navy possessed a one­
and-a-half-ocean Navy for a three-ocean requirement. 

T))e Navy has justified relocating an aircraft carrier to Mayport as "a hedge 
against a catastrophic event in Hampton Roads." Contrary to Admiral Roughead's 
assessment of the real risk facing the Navy at sea and ashore, however, the Navy has 
described the risk of a future catastrophic event in Hampton Roads as "small." 
Moreover, the Navy has stated, "No clear, credible threat distinguishes one homeport 
from the other." In short, a risk-based resource allocation methodology will document 
that the Navy's homeporting proposal for Mayport, Florida, is not a sound investment. 

Ill 



Regarding shore readiness, Admiral Roughead testified, '' ... Maintenance and 
recapitalization requirements have grown, and the cost of ownership for our shore 
infrastructure has increased. At current investment levels, our future shore readiness, 
particularly recapitalization of our facilities infrastructure, is at risk." 

The Navy docwnented the full dimension of this growing problem to my staff earlier 
this year. In January, the Navy acknowledged it has a $28 billion backlog in shore facility 
restoration and modernization-documented projects to repair or modernize taxiways, high­
explosive magazines, hangar roofs, piers, waterfront-support buildings, galleys, and other 
facilities. 

In particular, the growing funding backlog for necessary sustainment, restoration, 
and modernization projects at the Navy's four naval shipyards is cause for alann in light 
of their work on nuclear-powered ships. Last November, the Navy said the \>acklog was 
$791 million. Last month, I was informed that the shortfall had grown to $1.3 billion, 
broken out as follows: 

• Puget Sound Naval Shipyard: $327.2 million 
• Norfolk Naval Shipyard: $450.6 million 
• Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard: $312.6 million 
• Portsmouth Naval Shipyard: $206.4 million 

At the same time that the Navy is not properly maintaining its existing shipyard 
infrastructure, workers from these yards are periodically rotated to Guam and Diego 
Garcia to conduct depot-level maintenance on forvvard-deployed ships. In Guam, this 
entails a high level of work on homeported nuclear;.powered attack submarines and a 
submarine tender. In Diego Garcia, shipyard fly-away teams perfonn similar work on 
nuclear-powered guided-missile submarines. Adequate shore facilities do not exist at 
either location. Unavoidably, the workers' efficiency in performing complex repairs and 
maintenance is degraded. 

These worrisome trends-a failure to sustain past investments in shore 
infrastructure or to address emergent requirements-should be reversed before the Navy 
builds redWJdant nuclear-support infrastructure in Mayport that will only be fully manned 
when a carrier is in port. Rather than investing in expensive new facilities in Mayport, 
which is contrary to the Navy's Shore Investment Strategy's goal of consolidating its 
shore footprint, the Navy should first remedy its current shore-installation backlog. 

There are more fiscally responsible and strategically sound options to sustain 
Naval Station Mayport as a viable Navy homeport on the East Coast. The assignment of 
new construction surface combatants or in-service amphibious force ships better suited to 
the operational requirements of the commander, U.S. Southern Command is a preferable 
and more affordable approach. 

Alternatively, funding could be applied for the construction of an additional 
Wasp-class amphibious assault ship (LHD). The required funding is estimated by 
industry to be $2.7 billion in constant-year 2010 dollars. This assumes repeating the 
LHD-8 design with funding for hull, mechanical, and electrical systems only. 



The Navy could fund roughly a third of the construction cost for a ninth LHD 
with the funding that will likely be required (up to $1 billion) for its carrier homeporting 
scheme in Mayport. This option has other attractive advantages. Namely, it will: 

• Help address today's shortfall in providing sufficient amphibious lift for the 
Marine Corps' two Marine Expeditionary Brigades. Admiral Roughead and 

. General Conway, the commandant ofthe Marine Corps, agree that 38 
amphibious warfare ships are needed for this mission. We will have 31 (not 
including two command ships) when LHD-8 is commissioned later this year; 

• Provide a more operationally relevant platfonn for the U.S. Southern. 
Command's area of geographic responsibility in the Central American region; 

• Be homeported closer to Morehead City, North Carolina, for embarkation of 
Marine units; and 

• Provide more opportunities for maintenance work to local ship-repair 
companies in Jacksonville than a nuclear-powered aircraft carrier. 

Speaking as both a member of the Senate Committee on Armed Services and a 
former secretary of the Navy, I remain convinced that there is no reasonable justification 
for the relocation of an aircraft carrier to Mayport when the Navy has identified growing 
readiness risks in its warfighting and shore-installation programs. · 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
ebb 
States Senator 

Copy to: Under Secretary of Defense 

Enclosure: As stated 

----·---------· ------



DANEL K. INOUYE, HAWAU, CHAIRMAN 
T'HAO COCHAAN, MISSISSIPPI, VICE CHAIRMAN 

R08ERT C. BYRD, WEST VlRGif\IIA 
PATIIICKJ. LEAHY, VERMONT 
TOM ttAPIKIN, IOWA 
BARBARA A. MIKULSKI. MARYLAND 
HERB KOHL WISCONSIN 
PATTY MURRAY, WASHINGTON 
BYRON l. OORGAN, NORTH DAKOTA 
DIANNE FEINSTEIN, CAUFOIINIA 
RICHARD J. DURBIN, IUINOIS 
TIM JOHNSON. SOUTH DAKOTA 
MARV L LANORI:U. LOUISIANA 
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND 
FRANK R. lAUTENBERG, NEW JERSEY 
SEN NELSON, NEBRASKA 
MARK PIIVOR, ARKANSAS 
JON TESTER, MONT ANA 
ARLEN SPECTER, PENNSYLVANIA 

CHRISTOPHER S. BOND, MISSOUIU 
MITCH McCONNELl, KENTUCKY 
RICHARD C. SHElBV1 Al..ABAMA 
JUDD GREGG. NEW HAMPSHIRE 
ROBERT F. BENNElT, UTAH 
KAY BAilEY HUTCHISON, TEXAS 
SliM BI'IOWNBACK, KANSAS 
LAMAR ALEXANDER, TENNESSEE 
SUSAN COLLINS. MAINE 
GEO!\GE V. VOINOVICH. OHIO 
liSA MURKOVtr'SKI,AlASKA. 

CHARLES J. HOUY. STAF•OIRECTOR 
BRUCE EVANS, MINORITY STAFF OIRECTOR 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
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1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tlnitcd ~tates ~matt 
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WASHINGTON, DC 2051Q-6025 
http://appropriations.senate.gov 

June 9, 2009 

At recent hearings before various Committees of Congress, Defense 
Department representatives have attested to the need for acquisition reform. 
It is clear from this testimony that competition is the single most effective 
means to infuse cost, schedule, quality, performance, and technology 
development discipline into the procurement process. 

For several years, Congress has supported the competitive 
procurement of the propulsion system for the Joint Strike Fighter aircraft. 
However, while we recognize that the Administration supports competition, 
the fiscal year 2010 defense budget maintains a sole source acquisition 
strategy for the JSF engine. 

Recent testimony from Defense Department witnesses asserted that 
the business case does not support a competitive procurement strategy for 
the JSF engine. The Department has provided estimates ranging from $2-5 
billion to establish a competitive source for annual procurements that will 
total nearly $100 billion for JSF engines over the life of the program. We 
are advised that the cost to maintain a sole source procurement may be three 
times that estimate. 

To inform our proceedings on your FY 2010 budget request, I would 
appreciate the Department's estimate of the comparative cost to procure 
engines from a sole source provider and from two sources. This analysis 
should include the cost to develop the current sole source engine as well as 
the cost to finance the announced upgrade of the engine to meet program 
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performance requirements. Please conclude the analysis with a comparison 
of the elements of expense and expected unit cost for sole source versus 
competitive procurement over the JSF production cycle. 

I would appreciate a response within 30 days following receipt of this 
letter. 

Sincerely, 

elK. Inouye 
Chairman J 
Committee 6~ Appropriations 
Subconunitt¥ on Defense 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

tinitn1 ~tarrs ~rnatr 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

June 2, 2009 

COMMITTEES: 

COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND TRANSPORTATION 

ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS 

INDIAN AFFAIRS 

RULES AND ADMINISTRATION 

As you are well aware, making certain that soldiers recently separated from the military are fully 
knowledgeable of the benefits due them as a veteran has been a difficult process. I applaud your efforts 
as Secretary of Defense to ease the transition and working with Secretary Shinsekl at the Department of 
Veterans Affairs in this effort. To build on these ongoing efforts, I respectfully suggest a modification to 
the DO 214 form and ask that you consider adding a new contact, the email address, to the form as a 
way to increase communication to these new veterans. 

Earlier this year, I was visited by the New Mexico Secretary of the Department of Veterans 
Services who reported to me that nearly 60 percent of welcomins mail sent by the Department to new 
veterans in New Mexico, which makes them aware of their education, health, and home ownership 
benefits, is returned. Oftentimes the return is due to an incorrect mailing address, which is usually 
taken from the DO 214 and is the only manner in which the Department is able to contact the veteran. 
The Secretary stated that by adding a requirement that the soldier filling out the DO 214 include an 
email address, it would make it easier, timelier, and more cost effective to reach the veteran with 
information he or she can use. 

I fully support this idea and 1 would ask that you look into having the DO 214 form altered to 
Include an email address. The vast majority of Americans use email daily, including our men and women 
serving in uniform abroad, and It only makes sense that we would try to continue to connect with them 
aftvr they have left the service by utilizing all forms of communication, including email. This would 
benefit not only the soldiers, but veterans departments and organizations across the country. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. I look forward to hearing back from and 
continuing to work together to serve our soldiers and our veterans. 

ALBUQUERQUE PLAZA 

201 3no ST. NW, SuiTE 710 
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87102 
505-346-0791 

United States Senator 

STATE OFFICES: 

LORETTO TOWN CENTER 
505 SOUTH MAIN, SUITE 118 
LAS CRUCES, NM 88001 
575-528-5475 

SANTA Fe 
120 SouTH FEDERAL PLACE, 
Surre 302 
SANTA FE, NM 87501 
505-988-6511 



JON KYL 
Aftl.loNA 

730 HART SENATE OI'FOCE !kHLDING 
(202) 224-4521 

COM MimE ON A NANCE ilnitcd ~tatts ~mate 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

REPUBLICAN WHIF' 

1he Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Department of Defense 
The Pentagon, Room 3E880 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Oates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051()-()304 

June9,2009 

ST•TE OI'RCES• 

2200 EAST CAMELBACK ROAD 
sum•zo 

PHOENIX. AZ 85016 
16011840-1891 

68<10 NORTH ORACLE ROAD 
SUITE 150 

TUCSON, AZ 85704 
IS<!OI S7!H~Cil3 

I was grateful for the opportunity to discuss with you the U.S. nuclear deterrent in the 
context of the Administration's arms control agenda during a recent meeting in Senator 
Lieberman's office. I appreciated hearing you say that you share my concerns about reducing 
our nuclear forces, including om operationally deployed strategic nuclear warheads (ODSNW), 
before a modernization program is in place to address the neglect to both our nuclear weapons 
and the oomplex of infrastructure that supports them. I have further articulated my concerns in a 
recent speech on the Senate floor, and I have enclosed a copy of those remarks for your 
consideration. 

I believe you made a critical point at the Carnegie Endowment last October when you 
characterized the "long tenn prognosis" of our nuclear deterrent as "bleak." That assessment 
was one of the reasons I mged the Bush administration at about the same time to seek funding­
even on an emergency basis- to begin the process of arresting the downward spiral and why I 
believe it is imperative that we move forward on a comprehensive modernization plan now. 

h you know, the President stated that he intends to seek bil~ reductions with the 
Russians below the lower limit (2,200 to 1 ~700) of the Moscow Treaty of2002. Some in the 
press have reported that the Administration may·attempt to go to as low as 1,500 ODSNW, 
which would constitute an approximately 30 percent reduction in our deployed strategic nuclear 
foroes- a very significant reduction. I believe you noted in a recent interview that you begin to 
get necvous at this low level. 

Importantly, consideration of reductions of this magnitude would be occwring well 
before the Administration has completed the oongressionally directed Nuclear Posture Review, 
Quadrennial Defense Review and Missile Defense Policy Review. Given the timing of these 
reviews and the impending expiration of the 1991 START agreement, there is the danger that ~e 
START process will inform the NPR as opposed to the NPR informing the START process, as 
Congress intended. This would be dangerous and wrong. 

My greatest concern, however, is that we are again talking about reductions to our 
nudear forces before the U.S. begins, much Jess completes, a long overdue and desperately 
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needed modernization of our nuclear weapons stockpile and complex of support infrastructure. 
The FYI 0 budget compounds what I believe is a pattern of neglect of the U.S. nuclear enterprise, 
and even accelerates it in the five year projections. Though this is chiefly a Department of 
Energy/NNSA budget issue, the strategic military requirements are appropriately set by the 
Department of Defense. Based on your comments. I know you are well aware ot: and troubled 
by. the outcomes that have been produced by this system of organization. 

For almost two decades, administrations and Congress have underfunded the requests 
:fro:rn the weapons labs (e.g., Los Alamos and Sandia) and the weapons facilities (e.g., Pantex and 
Y-12). Neither branch of government has taken seriously .the significant problems affecting the 
U.S. nuclear enterprise. 

The best illustration of this failure is seen in the case of the Reliable Replacement 
Warhead (RRW) program. Two House members who served on an appropriations subcommittee 
with no real national security role were pennitted to reject the request for the RRW without 
serious explanation or justification, and Congress accepted their rejection. 

So, how do we implement a plan for modernization along the same timeline as the 
START negotiations? 

The first option would be to seek a reprogramming ofFY09 appropriated funds by 
submitting a request to the House and Senate Armed Services Committees and to the Energy and 
Water Subcommittees of the House and Senate Appropriations Committees. If any one of those 
committees disagreed, the reprogramming request would die. In fact, unless the Chainnen and 
Ranking Members of all four of those committees agree, the reprogramming request would die. 

One clear problem would emerg~ with the Appropriations Committees, which would 
likely have to absorb a significant share of a reprogramming request- one that might affect their 
programs on the nuclear weapons enterprise, but would also likely impact their water 
inftastructure, energy development, or nonproliferation programs. 

Second, a request for supplemental appropriations could also be submitted at the same 
time as the treaty documents. This option would require a formal vetting of the request by both 
the House and Senate, beginning with the Appropriations Committees. which could be 
undertaken, with significant Administration commitment, while the Senate is considering the 
possible ratification of the expected START follow-on treatr. 

Another option would be for the Office Management and Budget to submit an 
am~dment to the FYtO budget request A1r. of this writing, the House and Senate Armed . 
Services Committees and the House - and shortly the Senate - Appropriations Committees have 
begun to mark up their annual authorization and appropriations bills, meaning this would be an 
uphill climb. 

Lastly, there is the FYI I budget. As you know, the President ordinarily submits bis 
budget in February. Consequently, START would be expected to precede by several months an 
official modernization request. Even then, its fate in Congress is uncertain. 
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Because of these tUning issues, I urge you to make clear, in detail, what you believe must 
be included in a modernization program. One place to start would be the package of 
supplemental appropriations and reprograrmning requests developed by the Departments of 
Energy and Defense last ~ar at the instruction of Vice President Cheney. I understood you were 
in support of this concept during meetings on Capitol Hill and in the interagency review process. 
Since this was never desigtled to be a comprehensive modernization plan, it is only a starting 
point. 

I understand it is unusual for the head of one federal department to go into detail about 
how the programs in another federal department should be funded in the federal budget. I would 
only note that the nuclear weapons enteiprise is one of the few programs, if not the only program 
that crosses so many executive and legislative lines of authority. This could even take the form 
of a public statement from you and Secretary Chu detailing exactly what is needed to modernize 
our stmtegic and tactical warheads and the complex of support infrastructure. Such an action 
would be most helpful to those in Congress and the Administration who an: willing to work to 
promote the safety, security, reliability and credibility of the U.S. nuclear deterrent. 

As we discussed in our recent meeting in Senator Lieberman•s office, the Perry­
Schlesinger Commission has identified correctly the problems confronting the U.S. nuclear 
deterrent and what we need to do about it. Following its recommendations, I hope we can work 
together to ensure this basic building block of U.S. national security is given the attention aod 
resources it needs. 

Finally, I understand that the last Administration~ but never released, an 
unclassified version of the 2001 Nuclear Posture Review. l urge you to make it a priority to have 
the Pentagon release this document. I believe that doing so would serve a valuable purpose of 
making sure members of the public, their representatives in Congress, and the allied and friendly 
nations that rely on our nuclear deterrent are fully informed about America's strategy for 
providing ·deterrence and assmance over the coming years. 

Thank you for yout concern about these matters. 

Sincerely, 

~./L-· 
JONKYL 
United States Senator 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Sccretaxy of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
WashingtOn. DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

To:97035718951 

tlnitfd ~tatts ~rnatt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

June 11, 2009 

On December 19, 2008, I sent you a letter expressing concern about a Washington Post 
anicle reporting that the Anny was seeking bids for an American firm "to manage oversight of 
private security companies in Afghanistan." 

In your February 17~ 2009 raponse, you 'stated that the solicitation at issue was for a 
contract to provide administrative support to Combined Jo.inl: Task Fo~W - Operation Enduring 
Freedom's (CJTF-101) Armed Contractor Ovcrsisht Directorate (ACOD), which oversees private 
security contractors (PSC) in Afghanistan. Your letter also said that the ACOD '·'has four Field 
Grade Officers assigned, including an 0-<i director. Contractor personnel will have no direct 
input into daily operations. fo.rce protection. or 'ombat operations. Only govemment personnel 
will perform oversight duties with respect to privale security contraccors.•• 

Earlier tbis week, the Commission on Wartime Contracting issued an interim report to 
Congress on contingency contracting in Iraq and Afghanistan. I was troubled to read in that 
report that. since it was established,. the ACOD in Afghanistan "laa.s primarily been~ by 
contractor personnel &om Aegis., The report said that CJTF-1 01 submitted m expedited request 
for four field grade officers for the ACOD, but that ·"as ofmi~May the teque$t had yet to be 
approved and there were no senior U.S. military officials assi.aned full-time to the directorate." 
The Commission concluded that. without those military ofticen in place at the ACOD, "Aegis is 
in a role of signiticant official responsibility in reviewing activities of other private !lecurity 
contractors., 

Please advise me u to: 

1. The nuntber and rank of military officers currently assigned to the ACO D in 
Afghanistan and the dates of their assipments. 
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2. The current responsibilities of Aegis personnel as they relate to the oversiaht of'PSC 
activities,. including their role in investigatina escalation of force incidentS in\iolving 
contractors. 

I share the view a.rtic.ulated in your Februacy 17, l009letter that the Department must 
continually demonstrate that the usc of contractors on the battlefield is govemed by proper 
palicies, practices, and overs1Jht, Tt is my hope that our effons in Afghanistan meet that 
standard. Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. 

cc: Senator John McCain 
Ranking Member 

Carl Levin 
Chairman 

P.3"3 
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The Honorable William J. Lynn 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington DC 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Lynn: 

Bnitnt i'tatts ~matt 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

June 12, 2009 

COMMITTEES: 

ARMED SERVICES 

COMMERCE, SCIENCE AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING 

HOMELAND SECURITY 
AND GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 

AD HOC SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
CONTRACTING OVERSIGHT 

In light of new information received by my office and my continued disagreement"' ith a BRAC related 
detennination by the Department of Defense, I ask for your review of the impending relocation of the 
Technology Services Organization (TSO) in Kansas City, Missouri to Indianapolis, Indiana. In particular, I 
ask that you review whether DoD officials implementing the move are circumventing law and regulation by 
understating rental costs and space requirements related to the move. Further, I urge a fresh review of the 
Department's determination that the TSO is a related activity to the Defense Finance and Accounting Service 
(DFAS)- Kansas City. Under BRAC 2005, OF AS-Kansas City was required to realign to Indianapolis. Since 
that time, the Department has inappropriately sought to move the TSO to Indianapolis on the erroneous basis 
that the TSO is a related activity to DFAS. 

As stated in a November 2008 letter signed by myself, Senator Bond, and Congressmen Skelton, 
Graves and Cleaver, it is inappropriate for the TSO function in Kansas City to be realigned away from the city 
pursuant to the BRAC 2005 process. This conclusion is buttressed by findings of the Director, DFAS and the 
Headquarters, United States Marine Corps, both of whom concluded thai the TSO had been realigned from 
DF AS-Kansas City function prior to the BRAC determinations and thus constituted both a separate and 
unrelated activity from DFAS at the time of passage of the BRAC Jaw. Corroborating this finding is the fact 
that the Department did not budget for the relocation of the TSO, a move with estimated costs approaching 
$200M. There is also no federal space planned for or allocated to the TSO in Indianapolis. 

I have also been informed that the Department has requested approximately 76,000 square feet of 
rental space in Indianapolis for the TSO. This represents less than half the space the TSO currently occupies in 
Kansas City. It has been alleged that this under-requesting of office space has .th~ purp,ose of circumventing 
expanded Congressional review of the lease. Further, i.t has been al1eged that at some point in the·future . 
Department ofTJCials will seek to acquire an additional.l20,000 square feet ofspace to house the remainder of 
the government and contract personnel,that c_urrently occupy space in GSA facilities in Kansas City. Such an 
action, if accurate, appears dubious and may be' unnecessarily expensive and inefficient. More importantly, it 
may represent an impennissible splitting of procurements for the purpose of circumventing the .. prospectus 
level" Congressional approval process. I seek your review of these allegations and would like a detailed 
explanation of how the Department is acquiring space for the TSO in Indianapolis, as well as how it is 
compliant with law and regulation. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I look forward to hearing back from you. 
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The Honorable William J. Lynn 10 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
1010 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, OC 20301-1010 

Dear Deputy Secretary Lynn, 

June 22, 2009 

As you know, over the past year I have closely followed the Pentagon's multiple 
investigations into the electroc:utions of U.S. soldiers while aervin& in Iraq. My interest 
in this istuc sparked by the courage and perseverance of a constituent of mine, 

(b)(e) lost her son, Staff Sergeant Ryan Maseth, on January 2, 2008 when 
he was electrocuted while taking a shower at the Radwaniyah Palace Complex in Iraq. 

<
6

><
6

> bas been driven by an unyielding pursuit of the truth about her son' s death. Since 
Ryan died at the beginning of2008, she has received three separate accounts ofber son's 
death, each successive account changing in key details. The U.S. Army Criminal 
Investigative Division (CID) and the Department of Defense Inspector Oeneral both have 
ongoing investigations into the circumstances of Ryan's death. In addition, Ryan's 
family has filed a civil lawsuit against KBR, Inc. 

The U.S. Army CID closed an initial investigation into Ryan's death on June 11, 2008, 
without filing any charges. However, it reopened the investi~on on August 29, 2008. 
On December 16, 2008 a U.S. Anny CID investigator emailed 6 convey the news 
that the CID' s official classification of Ryan's death had been changed from accidental: 
homicide to negligent homicide. 



Since that exchange (b)(&) bas been told repeatedly that her son's case would be closed 
soon. ~ exc e with General Rodney Johnson, the CID ColDllUlDding 
General~ was told on Juue 8, 2009. On this day, she 
received a phone call fro aCID OrolW Commaoder in Atlanta. He 
infOI'Dled her that the investigation ts comp ete t that the Judge Advocates Oeoeral arc 
still reviewing the investigation for thoroughness, a claim that has been made to her 
before. · 

~~was also informed that her efforts to reach out for additional infonnation were 
slowing down the~ because Arm investigators would have to stop 8Dd respond to 
those requests. Finally, b) 6 )d. her that he could not provide a timeline for 
the release of final findings for this investiaation. (b)(&) is concerned that her family's 
ongoing lawsuit against KBR may be influencing the lack of Pentagon communications 
with her on the status of Ryan's investigation. 

I uoderstand the need for thoro~ and ; lowing justice to fully work without undue 
hasae. But I am concerned that!~ now believes that the U .. s. Army and the 
P on as a whole are igDoring her legitimate concerns aDd requests for infonnation. 
<bK&> bas been a dogged advocate for all soldiers Serving in Iraq and Afghanistan, to 
ensure that no other mother be forcxod to eod1= what she bas over the past eightcCn 
months. 

During our pbooe conversation in March, you agreed 1o provide me updates and 
milestones in multiple Department of Defense investigations. I also asked to receive a 
timeline for completion of these various ongoing DOD investigations. Finally, I insisted 
that the Pentagon adopt complete transparency and forthrightoess with the families· of 
those fallen by electrocutions. These mothers and fathers, husbands and wives are 
entitled to receive continuOus updates and full inclusion in tbe investigative process as it 
unfolds. They deserve nothing less. 

Accordingly, I now request that you provide a response on the status of Staff Scraeant 
Ryan Maseth's case, both in the context of the U.S. Army CID investigation and DOD 
Inspector General investigation, and the expected timelines for their conclusion. Ryan 
Maseth was tragically killed almost 18 months ago, and the investigations have dragged 
on for almost that entire · od of time. We as a nation owe his family an answer on 
what happened. (bX&> e dedication bas inspired me to remain 
involved on this issue to demand justice and accountability for all of tbe families who 
have lost loved ones to electrocutions in Iraq. · 

I look forward to bearing ftom you. 

Sincerely, 

t»rrL ~.~. 
Robert P. Casey, Jr. : 
United States Senator 
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JuneS, 2009 

Last week I traveled to Russia to celebrate the opening of the Chemical Weapons Destruction Facility at 
Shchuchye in the Kurgan Oblast. The facility was constructed by the Nunn-Lugar Cooperative Threat 
Reduction Program to eliminate the threats posed by a stockpile of nearly 2 million chemical weapons stored 
there. The munitions were considered a severe threat given their lethality and portability. In 1999, a Russian 
major at the facility took my picture holding a briefcase containing a single 85mm shell of VX nerve gas. The 
gas in the shell would have been enough to kill tens of thousands of Americans. 

The ceremony symbolized U.S.-Russian nonproliferation cooperation and the success we have achieved 
in responding to common threats. The facility is testament to the progress possible in areas essential to our 
common interests. I am hopeful that it represents an encouraging sign for future nonproliferation endeavors and 
progress on finding agreement to extend the START Treaty and other arms control endeavors. 

I have assembled a few papers and articles which provide a good summary of the project and its place in 
our overall effort to destroy weapons of mass destruction through the Nunn-Lugar and related programs. 

If the Administration is to succeed in reaching the nonproliferation goals President Obama set in his 
speech at Prague, Nunn-Lugar must be expanded geographically, updated in fonn and function and supported as 
an active tool of foreign policy. The program must be less cumbersome and bureaucratic and more agile, 
flexible, and responsive to ensure timely contributions across a larger number of countries. I look forward to 
working with you as we move forward in these important areas. 

RGL/kmk 

Sincerely, 

.Richard G. Lugar 
Ranking Member 

Cc: The Honorable William J. Lynn, Deputy Secretary of Defense 
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As the Nuclear Posture Review process gears up and begins to infonn negotiations for a new 
arms control treaty, I wanted to raise several points regarding our strategic nuclear deterrent 
force. 

First, you should know that I share the President's view that we need to increase our attention to 
arms control and cooperative threat reduction efforts. However, I also believe that we must 
make absolutely certain that we do not make any destabilizing choices as we move down that 
road. As the Strategic Posture Conunission noted, preserving the nuclear triad becomes 
increasingly important as our nuclear force is reduced. Given that, we must be certain that any 
force reductions do not tlueaten the balance or long-term vitality of the triad. 

For maximum flexibility and to preserve the option ofrecallability, we must maintain both the B· 
52 and the B·2 as dual-mission, nuclear-capable weapons systems and invest in a next-generation 
cruise missile. Major General Donald Alston, the Air Force's point person on all things nuclear, 
puts it very well when he points out that the bomber force ~'speaks with exquisite diction" in a 
crisis environment. The very fact that B-52 deployments and operational flights are so visible 
allows the President the flexibility to send precise messages to potential adversaries in times of 
tension. 

For maximum stability and responsiveness, we also must preserve the ICBM force at 450 
missiles, preferably downloaded to a single warhead each. As General Larry Welch and others 
have argued. our land-based nuclear force is the most stabilizing portion of our nuclear arsenal, 
and it becomes even more so as total warhead numbers shrink. The dispersion and low warhead 
loading of the ICBM force make a successful disarming attack nearly impossible. That deters 
attack from near-peer competitors and dissuades future adversaries from building their nuclear 
forces. It also eliminates the pressure to maintain a launch-on-warning posture. 

You have rightfully made restoring discipline and confidence in nuclear surety a top priority. I 
fear that cutting the ICBM force below 450 missiles would undermine that goal by making it 
difficult to recruit and retain talented nuclear personnel, a top priority for the Air Force as it 
works to prevent future mishaps. 
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Considering that ICBMs can be downloaded to a single warhead and that the Russian force is 
disproportion11tely land based, maintaining 450 missiles should not impossible to do, even under 
relatively strict treaty obligations. Furthermore, given your commitment to keep defense costs 
under control, I want to note that ICBMs come in at about one-third to one-fifth the annual 
operating cost of the submarine-launched leg of the triad. What's more, ICBM costs will be 
stable for many years to come, while an extremely expensive replacement program for the Ohio­
class submarine is just about to begin. 

As you and the President work to reduce our nuclear force to the smallest size possible consistent 
with security needs, I feel very strongly that we must ensure that we do not take any steps that 
would threaten the future of the triad or reduce overall stability. I appreciate you taking these 
issues under careful consideration and would be grateful if you could keep me informed of the 
Department and the Administration's continued deliberations on these matters. 

cc: Gen James Jones (USMC, ret.) 

d;:(k_] 
KENT CONRAD 
United States Senate 



_( 

HARRY REID 
NEVADA 

ttnfttd ~tatts i)matt 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary, Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Gates: . 

WASHINGTON, DC 20610-7012 

June 24, 2009 

MAJORITY LEADEFI 

I 'Mite today to brlDg to your attention again a transmission corridor in Nevada proposed 
by the Department of Defense that eould potentially benefit nearby renewable energy proje~ as 
\veil M the local community, and possibly decrease the Department's costs of adcting new 
transmission capacity .. I request that the DOD consider taking this opportunity to utilize the 
proposed Military Powerline. Corridor on the eastern side of the Nellis Test and Traming Range 

· for the desired Military pwposes as well as to facilitate the development of renewable energy 
resources. 

The DOD has asked the LincoJn County Power District for 10 MW of new service, which 
would require the current transmission to be upgraded with a I -circuit 138 kV line. This upgrade 
would be adequate to serve only Defense purposes. However, further expanding the capacity of 

_ the line, at the cost of the non-military users, could benefit the Military, help the local power 
district with its long tenn pJanning. and facilitate the development ofhundreds -potentially 
thousands- of megawatts of clean solar energy. 

To serve demand in southern Nevada and California, any renewable energy project will 
require access to adequate transmission capacity _to deliver power to the market. By cooperating 
with the local stakeholders, DOD's proposed corridor could be utilized for both military and 
non-military energy transmission capacity, thereby enjoying both cost benefits and 
environmental benefits from avoiding the almost certain need to build additional structures in the 
future to serve the same general area. 

I strongly mge that the advantages to the local community and other potential consumers 
of clean energy from nearby projects be carefully considered in making your decision, which I 
hope will come soon. 

I greatly appreciate yom attention to this matter. If I can be of any assistance, please do 
not hesitate to contact me, or have yom staff contact Bob Herbert, Chris Miller or Alex 
McDonough of my staff at (202) 224-3542. 

Sin,ce
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Senate Majority Leader 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
Department of Defense 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Washinltm~s DC 20301-1300 

Dear Secretary Oates: 

WASHINGTON. DC 20Slo-3703 

June 22, 2009 

SEUCf COMMIT'JE£ atf INTII.Ii<III'G 
COIIIMITI'!! ON f'INANt:f. 

I am writing you to express serious concern over the Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) 
fAcilities at Joint Base Balad, Iraq. While these resources are designed to allow service members 
to communicate with their familles. my constituents stationed at the base routinely experience 
difficultiC$, 

According to their accounts, the U.S. tax payer-funded resouroes and computers are occupied for 
lengthy periods of time by non-military personnel. The presence of these individuals 
monopoU%ing these limited resources results in soldiers avoiding the computer stations 
altogether. 

With the pending, activation of the 4t• Brigade Combat Team, Oregon is facing its largest 
deployment since World War II. I am e"tremely conccmcd at tho obstacles our soldiers faoe in 
ltayins in contact with their families on lengthy deployments far from home, in Balad and 
tbr.oughout the region. To impede commWllcation between service members and families is an 
injustice to those who serve and also negadvely affects morale. I W'IC you to ensure that MWR 
facUittes are used for their intended pmposes and that our brave men and womon are able to 
commlUlicate with their families. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request and your concern for the health of the brave 
men ud women that serve our country. I look forward to working with you to resolve this 
matter in the future, 

Sincerely. 

~14L 
Ron Wyde.n 
United States Senator 
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Dear Mr. Secretary: 
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June 26, 2009 

Last May after discussing this matter with you, I forwarded a request 
for the Defense Department to evaluate the cost of proceeding with a 
competitive split buy on the tanker program. Yesterday I received a 
response from Undersecretary of Defense, Acquisition, Technology, and 
Logistics, Mr. Ashton Carter, which failed to respond to the fundamental 
question posed in iny inquiry. 

Secretary Carter's response indicated that the Defense Department is 
unable to assess a competitive split buy in which the Air Force would 
compete the award of tankers annually. While this dual source approach has 
been used successfully in the past by the Defense Department in the 
acquisition of many systems in which there are two competing 
manufacturers, the response in this case has been that DoD is unable to. 
evaluate this proposal. 

This response is completely unacceptable to me as it should be to you. 
If the Defense Department is unable to evaluate the cost and/or benefit of 
this approach then how can you or the Congress be confident that the award 
to one manufacturer represents the best value to the taxpayer? 



The Honorable Robert Gates 
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I remain concerned that the current plan by the Defense Department 
will purchase tankers too slowly. Under this plan the nation will be relying 
on tankers that are more than 50 years old for far too long. Moreover, 
recognizing the past failures of the current acquisition strategy many believe 
that continuing down this path sets us on a course of a near guarantee of 
litigation and continued delay. You and I agree that it is critical that we get 
on with the tanker replacement program. 

Mr. Secretary, I am not convinced that the current acquisition strategy 
is the best one. Nor am I convinced that an annual competition will generate 
sufficient savings to merit its selection. However, if the Department is 
unable to provide a useful cost comparison I am not sure how any of us can 
be sure we are on the right track. 

~iy, 
Daniel K. I 
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Secretary of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
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1llank you for your continued service to our country and your tireless support to national 
defense during tms time of war. I share your desire to make certain that our troops are equipped 
with protective gear that provides whatever margins of safety possible. 

I am writing to request infonn.ation involving your annual review of the Sections 807 and 
829 Exceptions to the Berry Amendment with regards to para-amarid fibers and fire resistant 
rayon fibers. Specifically I am looking for the rationale and underlying data that the DOD used 
to determine that domestic manufacturers could not produce these materials at a competitive cost 
compared to foreign sources. 

Further, has the department ever issued a determination or finding that the domestic 
market lacks sufficient products that could perform the functions desired by DOD or that a lack 
of competition from alternative domestic products exists in the domestic market such that DOD 
is disadvantaged through adherence to the Berry Amendment? 

I appreciate you and your staff for looking into this issue for me and I look forward to 
continued work towards national defense and taking care of our troops. 

Sincerely, 

CIIARLESTON GRI\F.NVILL!! COLUMBIA 
112 CUSTOM HOUSE 

200 EAST BAy STREET 

CHARLESTON, SC 29401 
(843) 727-4525 

105 NORTH SPRING STREF.T 
SUITB !09 

GRI.l!lNVJLLE, SC29601 
(ll64) 233--5366 

1901 MAIN STREET 
Surn; 1475 

f'.<lLUMHIA, SC 29201 
(803) 771--6112 
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The Hon~ble Barack H .. Obama 
President 
I 600 Pennsylvan•a Avenue, NW 
Washington D.C. 20500 

Dear Mt. President: 

WA$HJNGTON, .DC· 20510 

June 29, 2009 

We lire writing in regard to your upcomil)g visit to the RussiiUl Federation and your meeiing with 
President Medvedev. 

As you attempt; to set a new tone wi~h the R~siallS. we believe there are issues of common 
interest, but we also believe it is crucial that you vigorously defend the values that have been the 
cornerstone of free markets and free societies. At a minimum, below are three k-ey issues we 
beJieve you must raise. 

First, with the coming expiration of the Strategic Anns Reduction Treaty, there is little time to 
complete negotiations. However, the United States must not concede key issues in exchange for 
expediency. One specific poinfis the linkage Russian leaders have made between lhe United 
States abandoning missile defense and reducing nuclear weapons. 

There should be no quid pro quo between depJoying defensive ·capabilities like missile defense 
and the reduction of offensive nuclear weapons either in .a treaty or through separate agreements. 
This is essential to our cloSe: C7..ech and Polish allies· and a key factor in the placement of the 
'"third site," 

Second. during her confirmation process before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 
Secretary Clinton said that the United States "cannot accept the notion that Russia has a special 
say over the future of its independent neighbors." Whether it is Georgia, Ukraine, Estonia,. or 
other neighbors, Russia aggressively exerts a "special say" over·its neighbors. However, 
undermining UN peacekeeping operations or the European Union's Monitoring Mission in 
Georgia, waging ewnornic warfare with energy during the winter, and conducting cyberattacks 
are not the actions qfa proud and constructive nation. 

It is important President Medvedev·understands that the United States strongly.supports the 
independence arid self detennination of all the former Soviet Republics. As a Senator, you 
cosponso~ a number of resolutions on the ·ascension of Ukrain~ and ·Georgia into NATO, and 
we hope you will specifically reaffirm this support with President Medvedev. 

Finally, as you know. the interests of the Russian people and the Rilssian elites are not always 
the same. It is important that you seriously address issues like·corruption and the rule of law, 



and also take. time 'to visit with members of the opposition and civil society. especiaUy those 
leaders who are. not closely associated. with the Kremlin. 

There are many tough, but important issues in the relationship between the United States and 
Russia. It is imperative that the words you deliver in Moscow are well received in the capitals of 
our close friends and allies in Eastern Europe and elsewhere. 

We wish you the best of luck on your upcoming trip, and look forward to working together to 
ensure success in U .S.·Russia relations upon your return. 

Sincerely, 

CC: The Honorable Hilary R. Clinton 
Secretary of State 

The Honc:irable Robert M. Oates 
Secretary ofDefertse 

SonKyl 
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I ar:n writing to :repon on my trip these past few days to Warsaw, Poland, where I met with senior 
aovcmment officials, parliamentari8ns, and :tepresentatives of non-governmental organizations, 
as well as officials from the U.S. Department of State assigned to Poland and servicemembers 
from the U.S. DepartJnentofDefcnse assigned to the European Command (EUCOM). The 
impetus of the trip was missile defense against the potential threat from Ir:an and the role of 1he 
United States, Russia, and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) with regard to missile 
defense. · 

I understand that you will be in Moscow on July 6-8, 2009, to meet with Russian President 
Dmitry Medvedev and that your talks will focus on working toward an agreement to replace the 
1991 Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START) before it expires on December 5. Both the 
Russian President and Prime Minister have linked the relationship between offensive and 
defensive weapons, suggestins interrelated negotiations with respect to START and missile 
defense. 

The Polish officials with whom I spoke repeatedly expressed concerns to. me that the European 
site for missile defense, ten interceptors in Poland and an X-band radar in the C2ech Republic, 
would be abandoned in bilateral negotiations with the Russians. As you have noted. tbe planned 
European missile defense system is limited in scope to defend the United States and our allies 
against the rising and continuing threat posed by Iran, and poses no threat to Russia's strategic 
missiles. 

In a4dition, these Polish officials consistently impressed upon me their desire to be treated as fbll 
partllers and equals by the United States and NATO. They stated that agreeing to the proposed 
placement of missile interceptors in Poland was a weighty decision and that they ultimately 
would agree to the placement in Otder to be an active partner in providing for the security of the 
U.S. and Europe. They further discussed the matter of the deployment of a Patriot battel)' in 
Poland, noting that their understanding was that the Patriot would be an operational battery and 
not just a training battery. With reg~ to the Patriot) it is my belief the Poles would be amenable 
to having a Patriot in any form from the onset of deployment, but would also seek to -after 
training- having multiple operational batteries on their soil. These officials were clear that they 
would welcome the presence of U.S. troops in Poland, regardless of form. 
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Finally, the Poles impressed upon me the importance of the United States fulfilling what they 
believe to be our nation's prior commitments to their country. Should the U.S. fail to foUow 
through on what they believe to be America's commitments, it will cut against our standing as a 
faithful and reliable ally. Although the details of the European site are under teView, it i~ my 
belief that whatever dctcrmination is ultimately made as to the best strategic defense system, the 
United States should engage the Poles and Czechs regarding such decisions. 

In closina, Mr. President, I am optimistic that through your leadership, -the multilateral 
negotiations regarding the European missile defense system will move forward. It is my belief 
that an effective missile defense system in Europe could unite the United States, our NATO 
allies, and Russia in cooperative strategic defense against threats from rogu.e nations. 

I would welcome the opportunity to discuss any of these matters with you. I wish you a safe 
joumey and look forward to what I know will be positive negotiations for the United States and 
our allies. 

Sincerely, 

EBN:ajp 

cc: The Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton, Secretary of State 
The Honorable Robert M. Gates, Secretary of Defense 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

tinitnt ~tatrs cSmatt 
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

WASHINGTON, DC 206111-&475 

July 6, 2009 

SSCI# 2009-2703 

As Chairman of the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, I was 
concerned to read the enclosed op-ed by defense attorney Barry Wingard in the 
Washington Post ("No Justice Today at Guantanamo," July 1, 2009). I request 
that you look into the allegations of how detainees are treated by prison guards at 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

Mr. Wingard, who represents Kuwaiti detainee Fayiz Mohammed Ahmed al­
Kandari, alleges that military guards have created an "Immediate Reaction Force" 
to punish even minor infractions by conducting unnecessary "bruising cell 
extractions., He also writes that slurs and "petty persecutions" by guards are on 
the rise since President Obama pledged to close the prison. Furthermore, Mr. 
Wingard says his client has told him that guards who have typically shown respect 
for the prisoners have been warned to stop their interactions with detainees. On the 
other hand, according to Mr. Kandari, a few guards who have been more 
aggressive toward the prisoners have been promising detainees "a farewell to 
remember." 

Given the history of abuse of detainees at Guantanamo in the past, the 
allegations raised by Mr. Wingard are especially concerning. I ask that you 
investigate these claims and provide the Intelligence Committee with your findings 
before August 7, 2009. Thank you very much for your attention to this matter. 
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The IJonorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Dtfense Pentagon 
Washini{on. OC 20301 

Dear Secn:taey Gates~ 

COMMITT'eE ON 
HOMELAND St;CURITY ANO GOVERNMENTAL AH'AI.RS 

WASHLNGTON, DC 20S1D-6250 

July 14,2009 

The S\1bcommitte~ on federal Financial Management, Government lntbrmation, Federal 
Servic~s. and International Securit~ (""lhe Subcommittee"') of the St.-nate Commillee on 
Homeland S~urity nnd Gov..:rnmental Affrurs is invcsti~ating bowlhe Department ofDcfense 
(DoD) awards congressionally din..-ctcd earmarks.. and the value of the ~suiting projecu. In 
funhentnc!! ofthe Subcommittee's investigation. no later than July 31.2009. please have DoD 
provide the infom1ation requ<:stcd in Artaclunent A for the FY2008 Department ofDdensc 
Appropriations Act eannarks idcmifit!d jn Anac:hmcnt B. 

lli002/012 

Upon l!omplction of the document production. DoD should submit a written certification. signed 
by thl! appropriate ofticc:r. stating that: ( 1) a diligent search has been completed of all dot."Umcnts 
in DoD's possession. custody. or conlrol which reasonably could contain responsive documents; 
and (2) all documcmts located during the search that are responsive have been produced or 
identiticd in a privilege log. 

lf you have any questions, please let~ know or have your slaff immediately call both Vdvet 
Johnson of the majority staft'at (202) 224-6579 and Rryan Parker of the minority staff at (202) 
224-8265. 

Sinc~rely, 

Thuntru; C'arp~r 
Chairman 

JohnS. McCain 
Rllllking M~mb...-r 
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DANIEL K. INOUYE, HAWAII, CHAIRMAN 

ROBERT C. BVRO, WEST VIRGINIA 
PATRICK J. LEAHY, VEMIONT 
TOM HARKIN; OWA 
BAll BAllA A. MIKULSK~ MARYLAND 
HfRB KOHL WISCONSIN 
PATTY MURRAY, WASHINGTON 
BVRON L DORGA~. NORTH OAKOTA 
DIANNE FEINSTEIN. CALIFORNIA 
RICHARD J. DURBIN,IUINOIS 
11M JOHNSON, SOUTH DAKOTA 
MAAV L LANORIIOU. LOUISIANA 
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND 
FRANK Fl. LAUTENBCRG, NEW JERSEY 
BEN NELSON. NEBRASKA 
MARK PRVOR, ARKANSAS 
JOr-1 TESTER. MONTANA 

THAID COCHRAN. MISSISSIPPI 
AALfN SPECTER, PENNSYLVANIA 
CHRISTOPHER S. BOND, MISSOURI 
MITCH MCCONNELL, KENTUCKY 
RICI<AAD C. SHELBY. AI.ABAMA 
JUDD GREGG. NEW HAMPSHIRE 
ROBERT F. BENNETT, UTAH 
KAY BAILEY li\JTCHISON, TEXAS 
SAM BROWNBACK. KANSAS 
LAMAR ALEXANDER. TENNESSEE 
SUSAN COLLINS. MAINE 
GEORGE V. VOINOVICH. OHIO 
USA MURKOWSKI, AI.ASICA 

CHARLES J. HOUY, STAFF DIRECTOR 
BRUCE EVANS, MtNOAlTY STA" DIRECTOR 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

tinittd ~tarts ~matr 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051D-6025 
http://epproprlations.sanate.gov 

July 15, 2009 

I am concerned about the ability of the Air National Guard (ANG) to perform its critical 
.domestic Incident Awareness and Assessment (IAA)/lnJelligence, Surveillance and · : 
Reconnaissance .(ISR) mission as a result of the transfer of six of its eleven ANO RC-26 
aircraft ~o support Overseas Contingc;ncy Operations: These transfers; ~ombined with 
routine maintenance and upgrade requirements, have redm;:ed the number of available 
aircraft in the continental United States to as few.~s·.one·operational aircraft at tim,es. 
Additionally, the high operations tempo of overseas deployments has adversely affected 
CJ.'ew availability. 
·l. I . . 

It is:pistressing to learn that the capacity of the _ANO to support its law enforcement, 
counter narcotic~. weap.ons of.mass destruction responsersearch ·and rescue, border and 
maritime security and National Security Special Events missions has been degraded, in 
some cases by ~ much. as ninety-five percent; d.ue to~.the:;e tr~sfers~ :'fh:ese missions are· . 
no less, impo~t to' the conJinuin~ safety and ·well.beihg· of the U.S .. p~ptilation than arc 
the overseas military ~issions to ~efeat terrori$t ihreais;: · : ·' . · · '. __ · .' . 

~~-u~derstand th~t ~e ~ansfer-ofthe.~G-~r~~~;~~·~::l~~sified as an enduring 
r~uirement in support ofthe·battlefieldiAAIISR mission: .This suggests that the· 
population of the United States will remain at risk until the ANG IAAIISR capability is 
restored. 

=···-··.· 
In order to address this vulnerability, I am requesting that your office, in consultation with 
the Office of the Secretary of the Department of.Homeland Security, d.~velop a fonnal 
plan to restore the aircraft and eq1:1ipment necessary to fully meet the Air National 
Guard's domestic IAA/ISR mission. This program plan.-w:hen executed, shou,ld:enable · 
support to a wide range of domestic missions and this capability should remain available 
for the numerous missions defined in the Air Force Irregular Warfare CONOPS and other 
manned IAAIISR taskings in the event of an unforeseen emergency. 



Dr. Robert Gates 
July IS, 2009 
Page2 

Until this need is met, I remain concerned that in supporting the transfers, you have 
removed assets vital to our domestic security. I hope that you will share in my concern 
and act promptly to address this situation. 

With kind regards, I am 

RCB:mgm 

CC: The Honorable Janet Napolitano, Secretary of Homeland Security 
U.S. Department ofHomeland Security 
Washington, DC 20528 

' 
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