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EXJ:cptnlE snMMaay 

Freedom of the press is one of the most visible and vaunted 

quarantees provided by the United States Constitution. When the 

requirements of national security conflict with that riqht, observers 

and participants on all sides of the issue face difficult choices on 

cornpetinq priorities. 

This conflict is characterized by a qeneral lack of clear answers 

and quidance. In 1987, the directive establishinq the Wartime 

Information Security Program {WISP) was cancelled, leavinq the US armed 

services with no central quidance for press censorship. Each of the] 

services has established quidelines based on the WISP proqram; however, 

no centralized authority is in place to provide backinq or quidance for 

the individual service rules. 

We were asked to examine the historical backqround of wartime 

press censorship, the relevant concerns of both defense officials and 

journalists, and likely future developments that will affect the 

military's need and ability to control information durinq combat 

situations. Our final task was to determine whether the Defense 

Department should adopt a formal policy for press manaqement, under what 

circumstances such a policy should take effect, what types of 

restrictions should be imposed, and how they should be implemented. 

Our analysis was based extensively on personal interviews and 

discussion. (The biblioqraphy lists our survey of background 

literature.) we spoke with academic experts, and with members of both 

the media and the military' communities . 1 Our research revealed 

substantial agreement on two major issues. The first point of consensus 

was that censorship could never again be practiced on a large scale as 

lwe recoqnize that neither "the med.ia• nor "the military" is a 
monolithic entity, and. the persons we interviewed. represent only a 
sample of opinion; however, for brevity and. ease of reference, we use 
the blanket terms "military• and. •media" throughout our discussion. 



it was during World War II. Everyone involved with the issue seemed to 

recognize the imminent futility of any attempt to implement sweeping 

censorship policies in the future. Given today' s communications 

technology, the defense establishment could at best hope to maintain 

control over the flow of information from within the immediate combat 

area. 

The second area of broad consensus involved the question of what 

constitutes a valid reason for IIIA.terial to be censored. Journalists and 

military authorities shared the belief that troop safety and operational 
.- -

alone were legitim•te concerns of the cen3nt3hjp process. Such 

controversial subjects as military officials' conduct, the 

appropriateness of US intervention, and the rationale or opinions of the 

enemy are issues that are best left to public debate. 

While numerous other questions are met with considerably less 

agreement, the Pentagon has acknowledged the basic importance of the 

free flow of information in American democracy. Realizing that the 

exclusion of the press from its invasion of Grenada raised concerns, the 

Pentagon assembled the Sidle Commission and requested a report on how to 

approach these questions in the future. The Commission set guidelines 

for continually maintaining a press pool which could be taken into any 

combat activity from the onset. Although the press pool has proved less 

than a perfect solution, it offers promise for reducing the likelihood 

of a Grenada-like blackout. 

While the Sidle Commission guidelines offer important 

considerations in determining Pentagon press policy, technology, 

legality, precedent, and political consideration must also be taken into 

account. Based on our analysis we recommend the following: 

I. Enacting a directive or executive order mandating public affairs 

planning as an integral part of the military operational planning -procedure. This order should include the following provisions: 
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a. That the Joint Chiefs of Staff be required to include ::\~ 
Assistant Secretary (Public Affairs) or someone appointed-~; Jr 
him or her during all stages of operational planning for rJ/ 
assurance that public affairs concerns are adequately ~~ 
represented throughout the process. 

b. That the Assistant Secretary (Public Affairs) be required to 

maintain press pools according to priorities outlined in the 

Sidle Commission report, exercise them periodically, work them 

into the earliest stages of combat activity when general media 

access is not feasible, and dissolve them to permit full media 

coverage of military activity as soon as possible. 

II. Establishing a set of ground rules for press personnel in the 

combat area, to be enforced under the following provisions: 

Ili. 

a. That journalists in the combat area be required to obtain 

accreditation based on affiliation with some official media 

organization, and that the list of ground rules be provided to 

all accredited journalists. 

b. That restrictions on publishable material pertain only to 

information which could jeopardize us military operations or 

endanger US troops. 

c. That ground rules be enforced through individual judgment by 

journalists and through ex post facto review of broadcasts and 

:zti;;:; :£::~/;ials. _41(;::::: :::~ ~ 
Commitment to further study on f~opments that will exert 

major influence on us' Department 

including the following: 

of Defense pres a policy, 

~ 
a. The coordination of US media policy with that of US 

,. 
allies. 

b. The proposed use of high-resolution remote-sensing to gather 

news. 
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HISTORICAL il)CKGBOUNp 

During World War II, a formal and comprehensive press censorship 

policy was invoked on a regular and continual basis. Wide-reachinq 

censorship was enforced albeit slightly unequally, on all fronts. The 

Federal Office of Censorship established the Code of Wartime Practices, 

providing a specific listinq of what could not be mentioned in press 

reports. The censorship process also involved severe penalties for 

violations of the code, some of which were considered criminal offenses. 

In the early stages of the Korean War, military officials offered 

the press a new option, an experiment in wvoluntary censorship." While 

the government and the recent experience in World War II provided 

standard censorship mechanisms and quidance, General MacArthur chose not 

to invoke these .l Journalists were entrusted to use their own qood 

jud<;rment to determine what was fit to report, qiven the general 

principle that responsibility and common sense would act as quides to 

determininq what information would endanqer the war effort and American 

troops. 

However, this lack of quidance presented a hardship for concerned 

journalists, who sometimes found it difficult to recognize security 

violations. A common source of tension between military officials and 

the most responsible journalists vas the definition of a •security 

threat," a matter in which the military vas qenerally far more likely to 

lsraestrup, Peter. Backqround Paper for Twentieth Century Fund Task 
Force on the Military and the Media in Battle Lines. Priority Press 
Publications (New York, 1985), p. SO. 
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err on the safe side. Given this discrepancy, and the lack of a common 

set of ground rules, the media were frequently accused of breaching 

security. By mid-1951, at the request of concerned journalists, among 

others, the military established a formal review process for all press 

materials leaving Korea. This was not, however, matched by any broad-

scale censorship of communication or by review in Washington.! 

The Vietnam War presented a new challenge to public affairs 

officials at the Pentagon. Television took the war into America's 

living rooms, and a great debate ensued about the role the media played 

in actually determining the outcome of the war. The extensive coverage 

of the war was countered by no formal censorship procedures. To be 

allowed into Vietnam, journalists had to be accredited by both the 

Pentagon and the government of the host country, South Vietnam. The 

military did inue a set of guidelines for the reporting of combat-

related activities, which prohibited the release of information about 

troop movements, identification of battle units, and other security 

details. While violation of these ground rules could prompt military 

authorities to revoke a reporter's credentials, few such incidences 

arose .. 

Despite the successful record of journalists adhering to ground 

rules, their work in Vietnam was subject to intense criticism. The war 

they covered was ugly. Americans witnessed heavy losses and painful 

lBraestrup, Peter. Background Paper for Twentieth Century Fund Task 
Force on the Military and the Media in Battle Lines. Priority Press 
Publications (New York, 1985), p. 57. 
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retreat. Vietnarr. created deep divides in the American social and 

political culture, and many have accused the dramatic television 

coverage of breaking morale and widening the gulf. On the other hand, 

war~ had changed, and this one had little potential ever to become a 

qreat patriotic cause. No lonqer was the enemy as clear and distinct as 

when Hitler ~termed through Europe. Many would argue that during 

Vietnam, television enabled public debate at home better to embrace the 

realities of war as it had evolved. 

Much bitterne~s ~pilled over from the whole Vietnam experience 

into public perception of both the media and the military. This 

~entiment also contributed heavily to the traditional tension between 

the pre~s and the defen~e establishment. The~e ~cars undoubtedly played 

a significant role in the Pentagon's planning of the 1983 invasion of 

Grenada. Provi~ions for press access to the island were entirely 

disregarded in the planning proce~~ by the Joint Chief~ of Staff (JCSl 

and the White Hou~e. A~ a re~ult, journali~t~ were entirely prohibited 

from Grenada until two days after the inva~ion. 

The primary ju~tification of the JCS for this prohibition was the 

need for ~ecrecy prior to the inva~ion. However, the inclusion of a 

limited pre~~ pool would have been a rather minor threat to ~ecrecy 

relative to the exten~ive amount of ~peculation about a po~~ible 

inva~ion that had already been sweeping the Caribbean. The need for 

secrecy provide~ a seriou~, but perhap~ resolvable, dilemma for the 

resolution of the pre~s inclusion issue. The First Amendment, coupled 

with a long tradition of quarantees of press coverage of government 
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affairs, makes provision for coverage of military actions a necessity in 

American political culture. While the military's need for secrecy is 

understandably critical in certain circumstances, recent experimentation 

in press pooling has proved that with practice and sufficient 

discipline, the military may well be able to take a small pool into a 

potential combat area on short notice without leakage. This will be 

addressed below in our discussion of the Pentagon's recent 

experimentation in press pooling. 

A fury grew out of the Grenada exclusion policy, and the Pentagon 

felt compelled to react to a serious press relations crisis. In 

November 1983, General John W. Veasey, Jr., Chairman of the .res, 

announced the formation of a panel to review the press planning issue. 

The committee, headed by Winant Sidle, a retired major general in the 

Army, would be known as the Sidle Commission. Its members included 

senior military officials and a number of retired journalists. 

The Sidle Commission • s final report recognized the national 

importance of media acce.!ls to the combat zone, intimating that the 

prohibition from Grenada did not adequately .!lerve the considerable need 

for independent reporting consistent with the historical guarantee of 

freedom of the press. The paper outlined a list of Defense Department 

press provision requirements that the group felt could satisfy the needs 

of both the press and the Pentagon. Much of the agreement involves the 

automatic inclusion of a press pool in any planned military operation 

where this is reasonably possible. 

Page 7 



The report outlines the specific details for the selection of pool 

participants and what facilities and equipment should be provided for 

the,. In addition, the paper calls for the establishment of a set of 

voluntary ground rules for each military operation, regular meetings 

between media representatives and Pentagon officials, and programs to 

facilitate increased understanding between the military and the media. 

The directive which gave theatre commanders authority to invoke 

field preu censorship was cancelled in 1997. The cancelled WISI? 

directive had contained provisions for civilian-oriented censorship 

(including mail and other forms of communication crossing US borders), 

as well as press censorship in combat ~ones. Congress had eliminated 

funding for training of reserve personnel in WISP functions in 1974, and 

with no 'new Congressional interest in funding, the directive was 

Individual services retain specific media censorship'/ 

guidelines; however, without the umbrella of Department-wide poli~ ~ 
these guidelines share no centralized coordination. ~ ~~ 

cancelled. 

~~~ 
? /)' 

VJ,f, 

-
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CllBBENT PBJ\CTICE 

CENSORSHIP 

Given the vast changes in communication and transportation 

technology over the past 25 years, the ability of the military to 

control media coverage has been seriously diminished. During World War 

I!, only a handful of journalists were able to cover most combat areas 

because of logistical limitations. Of course the profession had not yet 

expanded to today's proportions either, and journalism's pervasiveness 

today is unquestionably linked to the incredible technical capacity 

available. Throughout this technological progression, the media are 

able to become less and less dependent upon defense officials for access 

to military operations. 

In most cases of combat activity, journalist·s will have the 

capacity to get relatively close to the action within hours. 

Correspondents are spread generously around the globe, and 

transportation facilities are relatively rapid and inexpensive. 

Furthermore, any military action by the US can attract journalists from 

dozens of nations, any one of whom can send news quickly around the 

world. Given the size of the global media force and the extent of its 

communication capacity, any attempt at wide-reaching censorship by the 

military would be futile. 

Only in the immediate combat area can military officials 

realistically maintain sufficient control over the environment to impose 
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serious limitations on the press. Military officials maintain that they 

can in fact manage to exercise fairly broad control over the physical 

combat reqion itself, and they expect this to be the case in future 

combat situations. As in Vietnam, journalists can be required to have 

accreditation to qet access to the immediate battle area. In many 

situations, the press may be required to qet permission from the host 

country as well. This procedure allows defense planners to attach 

behavioral requirements to access riqhts. Their options could include 

settinq up ground rules, establishinq some sort of experience or 

traininq requirements, or requirinq journalists to aqree to practice 

specific self-censorship techniques. 

As journalists qet closer to the center of combat activity, they 

become increasinqly dependent upon military authorities for 

transportation, communication, and safety. Resources become scarce~ 

communication vital, and transportation complex. Furthermore, when 

battle is relatively heated, only a limited number of onlookers can be 

accommodated without subjecting themselves and the mission to undue 

danger. Thus, in the early staqes of a military confrontation or at the 

center of intense conflict, journalists are necessarily subjected to 

qreater limitations and the need for more intense cooperation with their 

military escorts. 

The press pool is the best•tailored method for providinq press 

access to the combat area under these circumstances. These pools 

consist of a limited number of pre-designated correspondents who are 

taken into the combat zone by the military officials involved in that 
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campaign. Questions and issues surrounding report censorship, 

communications barriers, and special problems of the media pool are 

addressed below. 

JOURNALISTS IN THE FIELD 

A specific set of ground rules that is not overly prohibitive can 

provide a helpful set of guidelines for journalists to review their own 

materials for security violations. Such direction can be extremely 

useful in preventing mishaps, especially in cases where no further 

censorship is required. Despite the traditional tensions between media 

and military officials, a sense of immense responsibility for the lives 

of American troops seems a universal sentiment among journalists. A 

common theme expressed by defense correspondents is that they too feel a 

moral obligation to avoid endangering American lives. "We don • t want 

blood on our hands" is a common plea to those who might underestimate 

their moral integrity. 

While most defense officials may recognize the journalist • s 

integrity and commitment to professionalism, they feel that rare 

exceptions and errors in judgment can prove extremely costly. This may 

prompt some field commanders or planning officials to desire more 

at ringent sneasures to control security violations. However, the 

Pentagon does not have a history of putting heavy requirements on 

applicants for press credentials, and such attempts would likely be met 

by serious protests from · journalists. Rather, at tempts at better 
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preparing potential pool participanta and journalists in general could 

be a more acceptable means of reducing the threat of dangerous security 

violations. 

Much of the tenaion between the press and the military is 

currently exacerbated by an ever increasing sense of distance between 

military personnel and the journalists covering them. Very few young 

journalists have any military experience, a significant change from pre

Vietnam days. 

In addition, there is an increasing tendency for news 

organizations to send journalists with little or no experience covering 

defense affairs into combat coverage and press pools. As the media have 

become continually more pervasive in American society, the military has 

responded in part by providing media relations educational programs. 

The regular exercise of press pools in the last few years has also 

provided a source of continuing education for both journalists and 

military personnel about the issues and problems associated with media 

coverage of military operationa. 

MEDIA POOLS 

The use of media pools to cover US military operations is the moat 

concrete and visible legacy of the Sidle Commission report. Media pools 

allow independent reporting of a military action in the early stages, 

before the site of operation is opened to the general media. Several 

Page 12 



reasons may call for limited media access in these situations--the need 

for secrecy, scarcity of space to transport large numbers of media 

correspondents and equipment, and serious time limitations. 

Two types of media pools have been established--the national media 

pool, operating out of Washington, D.C., and a regional media pool, 

based closer to the proposed military maneuver. In the regional pool, 

participating news organizations assign reporters to the regional 

location. The media organization pays all costs for keeping that person 

at the site, and the reporter must be ready to leave on a pool 

assignment at a moment's notice. Under this arrangement, the reporter 

and any accompanying technical crew are practically "lost" to the news 

organization for the duration of the pool; because of the requirements 

for contacting the pool member and the short amount of response time, it 

is rarely feasible for the reporter to be working on other stories. 

Networks have hired free-lance camera and technical teams to stay at the 

pool site for the duration of the pool so as to avoid taking a network 

crew out of commission, possibly needlessly, for the life of the pool. 

The national media pool is comprised of journalists based in 

Washington. A rotating combination of media organizations is contacted 

and instructed to assign a representative to the media pool for the next 

90-day rotation. If a situation arises where the pool will be 

activated, the Pentagon media pool liaison will contact the bureau 

chiefs of the organizations currently serving in the pool. The pool 

size and alert time are based on the amount of space available and the 

operation conditions. Fot example, for the most recent media .pool 
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exercise in Ft. Greely, Alaska, calls to bureau chiefs began at 11:30 

p.m. on December 7. The chiefs were instructed to have their assigned 

correspondents at Andrews Air Force Base by 4:00 a.m. on December 8. 

This particular pool consisted . of eleven media representatives, 

including two women, and.covered winter warfare training exercises. 

Pool members are required to be US nationals, and to have valid 

passports and up-to-date immunizations required for global foreign 

travel. In addition, pool members are required to bring a sleeping bag, 

rugged clothing suitable for the current weather in the Washington area, 

and cash for meals and incidental expenses. The military will provide 

all transportation, lodging, and additional clothing or gear necessary 

for the climate in which the operation is taking place. Communications 

facilities are also provided by the host command. 

As previously mentioned, the only media pool to accompany an 

actual military operation was activated in July 1987, covering the first 

US Navy escort of reflagged Kuwaiti oil tankers through the Persian 

Gulf. The media pool summoned for this operation consisted of ten 

members, who were accompanied by Pentagon representatives for the 

duration of the pool. Reports were submitted to the Pentagon 

•handlers,• who reviewed the copy and then sent it to Washington. Film 

and video from the CNN crew and the photographers in the pool were taken 

to Bahrain and then transmitted to Washington. 

-

Page 14 



POOL PROBLEMS 

The media pool in the Persian Gulf provided both the military and 

the media with a "real world" test of the pooling concept. The major 

problems experienced in this pool serve as specific examples of the 

broad questions accompanying serious discussion of pooling and 

censorship. Encryption, necessary for transmission over military 

communications channels, was time-consuming. Despite clearance from the 

Pentagon "handlers• in the Gulf, some stories were delayed at the 

Pentagon, prompting angry reactions from the reporters. The then-

spokesperson for the Pentagon claimed that the delay was to insure that 

future operations mentioned in the material would not be compromised in ~ 

any way. The reporters suggested that in the future, the Pentagon staff~ 

should contact the appropriate bureau chief and agree to release the 

copies with those selections deleted. A fuller story with the deleted 

text could be issued at a later time. 

one particular incident in the Persian Gulf proved violative of 

the notion that censorship should be invoked only for material that 

could jeopardize mission security or troop safety. A few stories 

mentioned beer drinking by Navy officers, in violation of Navy policy. 

The officers involved reviewed the copy along with the Pentagon escorts, 

and protested the inclusion of the beer-drinking references. The 

passages at issue clearly disclosed nothing about troop location, 

movement, or future operations, but vere a source of serious 

embarrassment to the officers involved. Pentagon officials admitted 

that the officers • attempts to interfere vith the reports had been 
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inappropriate, and that similar questions of review would not be an 

issue in the future. 

Considering the question of who should conduct the security 

review, a conflict exists between the Pentagon escorts and the top 

officer/theatre commander in terms of responsibility. The theatre 

commander takes ultimate responsibility for everything that occurs under 

his or her command: yet he or she may not be as familiar with the 

workings of the media as one of the official Pentagon escorts. 

Reporters seem much more comfortable with review by the Pentagon 

escorts, often because the officers in the operation are too closely 

involved in the stories themselves to be objective about the security 

review. 

The use of the pool has improved considerably since the first time 

it was summoned. The initial operation ended up being publicized well 

in advance, undermining one of the main justifications for using a 

national press pool. As the process has evolved over time, it has 

become increasingly routine for both the military plans officers and the 

media organizations involved. 

The major question that arises form this routinization is whether 

it is enough to guarantee that. 11 pool will be called up when a serious 

military action is planned. From the military, the reaction to this 

question is almost a unanimous yes, but there is dissent among the 

journalists, many of whom are seriouslr skeptical. One reporter stated 

that even if reporters were loaded down with restrictions, he was still 
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"optimistic" that a press pool would be operated. Most media 

representatives were reluctant to share his confidence, pointing to the 

1987 shelling of Iranian oil platform:~ at Rashadat as an example of a 

situation where the press pool should have been utilized, but was simply 

ignored. While the operation was planned with plenty of time to 

organize a pool, military officials claim the pooling process simply was 

not standardized enough for them to work it into their plans. 

(Ironically, one of the destroyers participating in the shelling, the 

USS Kidd, had hosted journalists during the Persian Gulf media pool.) 

Some journalists take this as an indication that defense planners are 

not ready to welcome the pool into real combat situations. "Their [the 

military's J need is for us to stay in the States away "from them," 

lamented one correspondent. 

Even if the pool is called out, its composition would be 

uncertain. The Pentagon designates the news organizations to be 

included in a given quarter from lists provided by the organizations, 

generally in rotation, but those organizations designate the specific 

participants. News organizations are then free to assign their usual 

defense/Pentagon correspondents to the pool. In ~ny cases, however, 

the regular reporter may be kept in Washington to interpret information 

j and use his or her cultivated eources to get the inside story. In this 

case, another reporter, perhaps less experienced in defense issues, may 

participate in the pool. This option raises questions 

of coverage--a crucial consideration for both si~s. 



The pool concept has its value in that it allows for an 

independent account of the military action that otherwise would not 

exist. While speed and timeliness are essential to any news story, the 

main purpose of the pool is not to allow these reporters to beat the 

clock, but to provide information that would not be available in any 

other way. The pool is to function as a stop-gap measure until general 

independent media coverage is possible. To this extent, the pools have 

proven valuable; however, use of the pools is still at the discretion of 

the Pentagon, and there is no guarantee that a pool will be called out 

for every military operation not otherwise accessible to the press. 

TECHNOLOGICAL CHANGE 

Modern technology is quickly and significantly changing the way in 

which the media function. News organizations can cover more of the 

world, faster, and with fewer people. These changes require the 

military to adapt to different types of coverage from different types of 

reporters. 

In .Vietnam, where television was often seen as an influential 

factor in the conflict, reporters had the technology to provide 

photographs from the battle sites after only a short delay for 

processing. If a similar conflict were to occur today, those same 

reporters would be able to transmit footage almost simultaneously by 

using portable satellite dishes to send pictures directly to network 

studios in New York or Washington. 

Page 18 



Other changes in communications technology have affected the way 

reports are filed from the field. Print reports can be se:1t by 

facsimile machines over regular telephone lines or, if classified, ca~ 

be encoded and sent by satellite. Satellites and fax machines can also 

transmit photos of usable quality for newspapers. 

An even more advanced media usage of technology is a currently 

proposed joint media satellite. This eye-in-the-sky would be used to 

provide news organizations with photographs from space to supplement 

reports. At present, commercial satellite companies interpret photos 

from the French SPOT and American LANDSAT systems and sell these photos 

for media use. 

The proposed media satellite would entail a group of media 

organizations collectively funding the satellite and having access to 

its photography. Such a satellite is only in the proposal stages at 

present for several reasons--resolution capability of the best 

commercially available satellite is not good enough for consistent 

general media usefulness; cost, even in a joint venture, may be 

prohibitive; and federal regulations pertaining to private satellite 

ownership may be restrictive, at least by press standards. 

These changes pose several challenges. First, the military is 

losing one of its most crucial advantages in enforcing field press 

censorship--the ability to control the transmission of reports from the 

combat zone. Previously, (and still, to a large extent, in a navsl 

environment) the military has provided not only transportation but also 

Page 19 



transmission facilities for journalists. This provided an extremely 

effective means of enforcing ~ecurity review--by not allowing material 

to be transmitted until it was reviewed by military personnel. As 

portable satellite dishes and private communication ~inks become more 

mobile, more affordable, and more accessible to media organizations, 

this opportunity for enforced review will become more scarce, and 

censorship will be more dependent upon cooperation from the journalist. 

The use of these private communications links may also have an 

effect on battlefield security. Portable satellite units may have 

electronic emissions that can alert the enemy to location of US forces: 

the enemies could possibly intercept such portable satellite reports and 

gain intelligence information of great value to them. Private satellite 

transmission would require more equipment in an already overloaded 

environment. Finally, military forces would have to consider 

eliminating or disabling the media satellite, leaving journalists 

dependent upon local or military communications facilities. 

-
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INTEBNa~rDNAL cooap!NA~IQN 

Precedent for international action in this area is provided by 

Protocol I (1977) to the 1949 Geneva Conventions. Article 79 defines 

journalists as civilians fulfilling a professional mission, whether 

accredited by the armed forces (having the right to accompany the forces 

without actually being members thereof) or acting in a freelance 

capacity. The effective difference between the two categories is in the 

protection afforded them under the Conventions--if captured, journalis~s 

accredited by the armed forces would be considered prisoners of war, 

while freelancers would be considered civilians under the fourth 

Convention. 

Article 79 also suggests that journalists may obtain an iden~ity 

card to attest to his or her status. This identity card, as defined in 

the Article, is not necessarily an accreditation document giving 

permission for said journalist to accompany the armed forces; it acts 

primarily as a way for the journalist to prove his or her status as a 

member of the media. The Article states that the cards should be issued 

by the government of which the journalist is a national, where the 

journalist resides, or where his or her news organization is located. 

Recommended information for an.acceptable ID card is listed in Appendix 

2. 

A working group within NATO is currently addressing issues of 

coordination of us media policy with that of US allies, along with 

revising a set of NATO censorship guidelines. This effort includes 
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establishment of access and support mechanisms necessary to sustain 

media coverage of a specific area. Members of the working group are 

identifying media outlets in allied countries which could be used for 

report transmission durinq a military operation, as well as locatinq 

accommodations, staqinq areas, and other support facilities for 

journalists. This effort also includes the identification of potential 

public affairs officers, most of whom could be called from the various 

reserve forces of alliance members. 
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LEGAl. pBECEQEN1 

Considerations of legality require an examination of legal 

precedent in the areas of national security and First Mtend!nent 

protection. The Supreme Court has long considered sacrosanct the 

freedoms guaranteed by the First Amendment, applying heightened judicial 

scrutiny in numerous cases where these rights have been threatened . 

. However, the Court has consistently held that the military warrants 

special consideration in terms of its power to conduct its operation 

without outside interference. Even in the particularly sensitive areas 

of freedom of speech, freedom of religious expression, and gender 

discrimination, the Court has remained almost completely deferential to 

military command. 

In terms of news gathering rights, the overriding case in numerous 

disputes has been Zemel v. Rusk, 1 in which the Court upheld an executive 

ban on travel to Cuba following the Cuban missile crisis of October 

1962. The ruling contended that while the First Mtendment • s press 

provision protects the right to report any information, this does not 

necessarily guarantee access to information. Justice Warren's majority 

opinion argued that newsworthiness alone does not. guarantee access, 

citing quarantined disaster a~eas and the White House as ex&mples of 

places where nece5sary bans on free entry may prohibit the flow of 

information. 

lzemel v. Rusk, 361 u.s. 1 11965). 
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The Court has affirmed the right to press access to information in 

one specific setting--the courtroom (Richmond New:spaper:., Inc. v. 

Virginia~). However, it is unlikely that this decision would extend to 

other public fora, and almost certain that it would be overridden by 

Zemel in military applications. 

If the executive has the power to enact a total ban on American 

access to a foreign country, then the power to make lesser limitations 

would necessarily be upheld, provided the purpose of the lesser 

limitation would serve the same ends as the greater limitation (Nollan 

v. California Coa:.cal Commi:s:sion2). In other words, if the military can 

place a ban on travel to a co~at area as a security precaution, then it 

could likewise place restrictions or conditions on travel, provided the 

restraints satisfied the same security need. 

Several cases exemplify the Court's exceptional deference to the 

US military. In Koremat:tu v. United States3, a case now infamous but 

which remains unchallenged as good law, the Court justified the exercise 

of racial discrimination in its reluctance to challenge military 

authority. The Court upheld the power of Congress and the executive to 

prohibit persons of Japanese ancestry from remaining in San Leandro, 

California, designated a "Military Area" by the US Army. Parker v. 

Levy4 upheld the US military• s authority to run a criminal justice 

system distinctly different from that of civilian society. Ro:stker v. 

lRichmond New:spa~rs, Inc. v. Virginia, 448 u.s. 555 (19801. 
2Nollan v. California Coa:stal Commi:s:sion, 107 S.Ct. 3141 (19871. 
3Koremat:su v. United State:s, 323 u.s. 214 (19441. 
4Parlcer v. Levy, 417 U.S. 733 (19741. 
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Goldberg: upheld Congressional authority to require only men to register 

for Selective Service. In Goldman v. Weinberger<, the Court upheld an 

Air Force dress provision which effectively forbade an Orthodox Jew from 

wearing a yarmulke while on duty. 

Legal precedent clearly indicates almost total deference by the 

courts to the US military. Exceptions to this rule are few, and have 

only tangential bearing on military procedure. If the Defense 

Department's power to exclude the press from combat scenes is virtually 

unlimited, then the Department must examine what responsibilities that 

power entails. Because the courts will likely not interfere with 

military infringements on First Amendment or &qual Protection rights, 

DoD's primary responsibility to defend these freedoms lies in its 

mission as an arm of the government. 

Since the military is committed to defense, policy-makers must 

consider what it is that they are defending. Few would argue against 

the notion that the military's primary function is to defend these very 

freedoms. It would follow that DoD's legitimacy will remain intact only 

as long as it refrains from needlessly trampling the values that it is 

given so much power and freedom to protect. After all, the Defense 

Department is in essence the last line of defense for these valued 

Constitutional rights. 

lRostker v. Goldberg, 453 u.s. 57 {1981). 
2Goldman v. Weinberger, 475 u.s. 503 {1986). 
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POI,TCY ALTEBNATiytS AND CONSIPEBATIONS 

POLICY GOALS 

The Department of Defense could have two conceivable goals in 

implementing a press policy. There is considerable need for an adequate 

response to the strained media-military relations evident since Vietnam, 

and exacerbated by Grenada. To this end, DoD could develop a policy 

simply as an attempt to mend fences, recover credibility, and boost its 

public image. These are legitimate and important institutional goals: 

DoD is a massive public institution which cannot operate effectively 

without public confidence and support. The Department could embrace 

public affairs issues through continued discussion, further 

expe=imentation with the press in pooling exercises, and upgraded public 

relations efforts. While the goal is to build public reassurance, 

however, these measures could represent anything from a genuine 

commitment to informing the public to a mere facade of concern for 

public affairs issues. 

Alternatively, the Department could seek to institutionalize 

public affairs concerns as a significant factor in general defense 

policy and planning. The goal of such a program would be to incorporate 

the concept of governmental re~ponsibility to the public more routinely 

into Pentagon practice. Attempts to znake DoD policy and practice 

r~lect this freedom of information philosophy would inevitably satisfy 

the lesser goal c•f improved public image as well. 
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The latter goal would satisfy a key ideal of democra~ic 

government. While the first goal of building public confidence in the 

defense establishment is valid in and of itself, a policy that attempted 

to satisfy the second goal would create such trust on a much more 

permanent basis. The Grenada mission may have proved a short-term 

public affairs victory; US armed forces made a quick, clean sweep of a 

perceived enemy threat, and the American viewer saw no blood and no 

mess. The long-run effect, however, was to cast a shadow of doubt over 

what the government hoped to accomplish. The lack of independent 

coverage could have elicited a nearly indelible distrust from the 

public, especially if the losses from the combat had been more serious. 

If a lot of caskets had come home from Grenada, Americans might have 

felt very threatened by the dark veil of secrecy that surrounded the 

invasion. 

There are indeed short-term costs to adopting a policy of assuring 

press access to military engagements. The probability of information 

leaks necessarily increases with the presence of additional people at 

the site (especially when the additional individuals happen to be 

journalists). The image of the Pentagon can suffer serious damage when 

every setback is subject to intense press scrutiny. However, the 

Defense Department has an ~mportant stake in long-term public 

confidence. Broac:l public trun and support can provic:le a c:letez:rence 

against would-be foreign aggressors. With popular backing, the US 

military would be perceived by enemies as more likely to react to 
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aggression, more capable of fighting abroad without having to fight 

public relations battles at home. 

The Defense Department, like other arms of the government, is 

ultimately responsible to the public. Short-term security violations 

and public relations damage are relatively small prices to pay for a 

long-term commitment to freedom of information. Allowing the public to 

receive as much information as possible enhances the citizens' ability 

to govern themselves effectively, and fulfills a fundamental obligation 

of public service in a democracy. 

increasing internal media awareness. 

There is evidence that DoD is 

The formation of the Sidle panel 

signaled the willingness of the military establishment to consider 

working media coverage into military planning. The trend also includes 

the introduction of courses on media-military relations in se·rvice 

education. 

Finally, current White House political concerns may be well served 

by a new and dynamic policy of openness at the Pentagon. President Bush 

has pledged to make his administration more accessible to the media and 

seems committed to building a healthier, less antagonistic relationship 

between the press and the Oval Office. This atmosphere would suggest an 

opportunity for policy entrepreneurship, on which the Defense Department 

could capitalize by presenting bold public affairs policy initiatives. 

The President could in turn seize on the Pentagon initiative as a 

concrete opportunity for him to turn his pledge into visible policy 

developments. 
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JUSTiriCATIONS rOR CENSORSHIP 

Proponents of press limitations point to several major problems 

that arise due to the lack of a press policy. We have considered these 

concerns inasmuch as they prove to be legitimate and significant. These 

include the following: 

Military security and the safety of rJS forces. This is the 

problem that warrants the most careful attention. In many 

military operations, secrecy is of the utmost importance, and a 

scrutinizing press may possess the power to do major damage to the 

effort by providing the enemy, even inadvertently, with 

information about troop movements and battle strategy. 

Releasing classified information. In this area, a serious 

question about responsibility arises. One must consider whether 

leaks are products of press indiscretion or of careless handling 

of information within the military establishment. It may be 

unfair to chastise the press for leakage problems on the part of 

the military, and we cannot attempt to address these issues here. 

However, the problem may be one of reporting information 

that cannot possibly be contained from anyone who is close to the 

operation. If this is the case, then we have the same security 

problems discussed above. Censorship guidelines or ground rules 

which placed restrictions.on the dissemination of this information 
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would serve as well to eliminate the problem of unintentional 

release of classified information. 

Revealing misinfo~tion campaigns conducted by the us government. 

As good as the intentions of the government may be, our system of 

governing is too heavily dependent upon a well-informed public to 

permit widespread public deception. It is impossible to justify 

.censorship of the press based on this concern. 

Reporting atrocities committed by American and foreign troops. 

Such coverage can sway public opinion rather drastically. But 

again, public policy is ultimately checked by the populace, and it 

would be impossible for anyone to determine what emotional issues 

should not be factors in the decision-making process without 

undermining the system. 

Threatening the safety of journalists assigned to the zone. Since 

reporters are willing to accept the risks involved with entering 

conflict zones, this issue carries little validity. 

Many field commanders nonetheless express grave concern over 

their assumed responsibility for the lives of reporters vho would 

be taken under the roof of their oparations. This concern may be 
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partially addressed through the involvement of public affairs 

officials on the mission, who would be charged with providing most 

arrangements for press correspondents, including safety 

precautions. Despite the most careful public affairs planning, 

journalists who wish to be close to the action will inevitably be 

exposed to considerable risk, and will knowingly make this choice. 

Like other actors who are committed to playing important roles in 

American defense activity, they assume the serious consequences 

associated with that decision. 

GENERAL POLICY ALTERNATIVES 

In terms of censorship policy in general, we arrived at three 

broad options: 

• No new policy should be established. 

............ 

Benefits: Individual services are left to maintain their own 

quidelines, which may be more appropriate than a blanket order 

because they will take into consideration the special needs of 

each service (e.g., the difference between transmission from a 

ship or on land) . 

Problems: There is no guarantee that media/public affairs 

planning will be considered in any military operations. 

• New policy/Executive Order mandating press planning whenever 

considering any sort of military operation, and the use of 

pools where general media coverage is not feasible, but not 
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-

providing specifics (e.g. make-up of the pools, desigr:ate:i 

censors). 

Benefits: Assures that the press will be present in combat 

situations, while allowing flexibility for case-by-case 

decisions about how to operate with the pool. 

Problems: Provides no guarantee for reasonably uniform 

censorship methods or timeliness of press releases. 

• New policy/Executive Order spelling out where, when, and how 

any censorship is to take place. 

Benefits: Removes inconsistency and room for bad discretion. 

All parties involved know what to expect. 

Problems: Increased. bureaucracy can lead to increased 

complication, rules that are unenforceable, and further 

hostility from a press that feels embattled. 
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BECOMMEN!)ATIONS 

Based on our analysis we recommend the following: 

I. Enacting a directive or executive order mandating public affairs 

planning as an integral part of the military operational planning 

procedure. This order should include the following provisions: 

a. That the Joint Chiefs of Staff be required to include the 

Assistant Secretary (Public Affairs) or someone appointed by 

him or her during all stages of operational planning for 

assurance that public affairs concerns are adequately 

-- represente~hroughout the process.::> 

Adequate representation of public affairs issues would 

consist of both consultation with the public affairs annex 

during the planning process and accompaniment of public affairs 

officials during the actual execution of any mission. The JCS 

would be ultimately responsible for this process since they 

assume direct responsibility for the activities of the US armed 

forces during wartime. The planning should include the 

provision of public affairs personnel for assistance to the 

press, communicat ion·s facilities for the media, and 

transportation to and within the theatre of command (as 

described in Sidle Commission recommendations S-7, see Appendix 

1) • 
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By issuing a directive or an executive order, the Pentagon 

would satiafy the need for institutionalization of public 

affairs planning. This could provide reassurance that press 

access is given serious consideration in military planning. 

Future planning activity would be guaranteed the •expertise of 

public affairs officers• which the Sidle Commission felt •could 

have met the interests of both the military and the press, to 

everyone's l:>enefit•l in Grenada. 

b. That the Assistant Secretary (Public Affairs) be required to 

maintain press pools according to priorities outlined in the 

Sidle Commission report, exercise them periodically, work them 

into the earliest possible stages of combat activity when 

general media access is not feasible, and dissolve them to 

permit full media coverage of military activity as soon as 

While media representatives on the Sidle Commission differed 

on the selection of which news organizations would participate 

in the pools, "all agreed that the most important criterion was 

probably which organizations cover the widest American 

audience.•2 The Defense Department has since deferred selection 

to Washington bureau chiefs, who have maintained a rotation 

which provides pool slots for moat of the major national news 

lReport by CJCS Hedia-Hllitary Relations Panel (Sidle Panel} in 
Statement by the secretary of Defense, August 23, 1984, p. 4. 
2Report by CJCS Hedia-Hilitary Relations Panel (Sidle Panel} in 
Statement by the Secretary of Defense, August 23, 1984, p. 10. 
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national news organizations which provide regular coverage of 

the Pentagon. Since pool capacity will vary between missions, 

participants should be selected from those organizations 

designated for the pool in a particular quarter, according to 

the rough hierarchy established in the Sidle Report commentary 

(See Appendix 3) . 

Public Affairs should continue the frequent exercise of the 

pool, which serves as an important educational source for both 

media participants and military planners. Through the pool 

exercise program, participating journalists can gain much of 

the experience covering military operations that many currently 

lack. Military planners get a significant opportunity to help 

reporters grow accustomed to military terminology and customs, 

and to broaden reporters' understanding of the goals and needs 

of military planning. Increasing performance quality in 

practice sessions should lead to increased confidence that the 

pool can be used efficiently in actual combat. 

The pool should only be used during the earliest stages of 

an operation when the press would otherwise be unable to cover 

the mission. It should be disbanded in favor of more complete 

access as soon as combat activity stretches beyond the 

contingency stages. When the general media are allowed access 

to the combat area, public affairs representatives should focus 

their efforts on assistance to the media at large. 
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··-··-- ····-···--···---

I!, Establishing a set of ground rules for press personnel in the 

combat area, to be enforced under the following provisions: 

a. That journalists in the combat area be required to obtain 

accreditation based on affiliation with some official media 

organization, and that the list of ground rules be provided to 

all accredited journalists. 

To acquire accreditation, journalists would be required to 

submit general identification information and some proof of 

affiliation with any legitimate news organization, Approval 

should be dependent only upon the ability to present such proof 

as a letter from a news bureau. Applicants would be given the 

set of ground rules, so that their submission of an application 

would indicate their awareness of the rules and their 

consequences. 

Accreditation would serve as assurance that ground rules are 

provided to all press personnel in the combat area, Accredited 

journalists should receive press identification cards that 

would provide them universal recognition as official war 

correspondents under the 1977 Protocol I to the Geneva 

Conventions. 

b. That restrictions on publishable material pertain only to 

information which could jeopardize us military operations or 

endanger US troops. 
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The set of guidelines should be similar to the "Rules 

Governing Public Release of Military Information• used to guide 

journalists in Vietnam (See Appendix 4) . An updated set of 

guidelines has recently been submitted to the ASD(PA) for 

consideration. These should be general enough to apply to all 

combat scenarios. !Thus the only problem with the Vietnam 

guidelines excerpted in Appendix 4 are the specific 

restrictions on information about the performance of enemy 

anti-aircraft devices. Such information would have served as 

valuable intelligence data for the enemy, but might have 

constituted a security threat only for that particular mission. 

Updated guidelines should contain some flexibility ~o allow for 

similar restrictions for specific operations, but without 

permitting overly broad interpretation.) 

c. That ground rules be enforced through individual judqrnent by 

journalists and through ex post facto review of broadcasts and 

publications by military officials. 

Widespread censorship will be impossible to administer on a 

uniform basis in future combat situations. As in Vietnam, the 

Defense Department should depend upon independent adherence to 
. 

the guidelines provided to accredited journalists. Journalists 

should be subject to removal of accreditation for the violation 

of ground rules. 
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While journalists in Vietnam made few violations worthy of 

punishment, hostile relations grew between the press and the 

military nonetheless. A greater presence of public affairs 

personnel might have reduced the hostilities and enhanced 

understanding between the media and the military. In the 

future, this goal could also be facilitated through the 

continual exercise of national press pools, providing 

reporters valuable experience and understanding of the 

military. 

Ex post facto review would eliminate much of the 

inconsistency that arises from review prior to publication. 

Materials will be subject to the discretion of the ·reporter who 

will take ultimate responsibility for them, rather than the 

discretion of various public affairs officers or field 

Co!M\ande rs . While journalists may occasionally feel unsure 

about potential security violations, public affairs officers in 

the field could provide valuable assistance upon request. 

III. Commitment to further study on future developments that will exert 

major influence on US Department of Defense press policy, 

including the following: 

-
a. The coordination of us media policy with that of us allies. 

Because deterrence is a function of demonstrated political 

will, and modern media usage is an extremely effective tool for 

influencing public opinion, attention should be given to 
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coordination of us media policy with that of US allies. This 

planning should encompass several elements: 

ll an agreed set of definitions for public affairs terms, 

and agreed goals of the public affairs planning function 

2) a set of mechanics for press registration and 

accreditation 

3) establishment of press access/support guidelines 

It would be beneficial (although time-consuming) to expand 

NATO press policy coordination efforts throughout the various 

contingency planning groups of US allies. The quick, 

sufficient, and coordinated response of public affairs officers 

will make a critical difference in how conflict (and therefore 

public support) is perceived through the media in this age of 

extensive communications capacity. However, this international 

coordination can only be accomplished when the us has an 

institutionalized, department-wide policy. 

b. The proposed use of high-resolution remote-sensing to gather 

news~ 

Although technical factors and hiqh costs will likely 

postpone the advent of a joint media satellite, the Department 

should beqin now to assess: 
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l) The changes in coverage that will be inherent in this new 

media technology 

2) Responses in public affairs/planning to the issue of 

wartime coverage by satellite 

Should DoD act on these recommendations, the effect would be a 

major step toward healthier media-military relations. The goal of these 

recommendations is to encourage a more equitable relationship--in a 

sense, institutionalizing trust. With the required inclusion of public 

affairs planning, the burden of proof would rest with DoD to offer 

explanation when media representatives are ~ included in operations. 

This would provide an opportunity for the media to move from a largely 

accusatory stance to their ideal role as watch dogs, eager to question 

assumptions, but not over-eager to kill. 
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APPENDIX 1 

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SIDLE COMMISSION1 

l'l.ECQMMEN!)AT!ON 1 ; 

That public affairs planning for military operations be conducted 
concurrently with operational planning. This can be assured in the 
great majority of cases by implementing the following: 

a. Review all joint planning documents to assure that JCS 
guidance in public affairs matters is adequate. 

b. When sending implementing orders to Commanders in Chief in the 
field, direct CINC 2 planners to include consideration of public 
information aspects. 

c. Inform the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Public Affairs) of 
an impending military operation at the earliest possible time. This 
information should appropriately come from the Secretary of Defense. 

d. Complete the plan, 
public affairs planning cell 
affairs review of CINC plans. 

currently being studied, to include a 
in OJcsJ to help ensure adequate public 

e. Insofar as possible and appropriate, institutionalize these 
steps in written guidance or policy. 

SECOMMENPATIPN 2 : 

When it becomes apparent during military operational planning that 
news media pooling provides the only feasible means of furnishing the 
media with early access to an operation, planning should provide for the 
largest possible press pool that is practical and minimize the length of 
time the pool will be necessary before Wfull coverage~ is feasible. 

BECQMMENQ&TIQN J; 

That, in connection with the use of pools, the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff recommend to the Secretary of Defense that he study the matter of 
whether to use a pre-established and constantly updated accreditation or 

lFrom Report by CJCS Hedia-Hilitary Relations Panel (Sidle Panel/ in 
Statement by the Secretary of Defense, August 23, 1984, pp. 4-6. 
2commander in Chief 
3organization of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
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notification list of correspondents in case of a military operation for 
which a pool is required or the establishment of a news agency list for 
use in the same circumstances. 

RECOUYtrNpaTION 4 • 

That a basic tenet governing media access to military operations 
should be voluntary compliance by the media with security guidelines or 
ground rules established and issued by the military. These rules should 
be as few as possible and should be worked out during the planning 
process for each operation. Violations would mean exclusion of the 
correspondent(s) concerned from further coverage of the operation. 

BECOMM£~lj&TIQN 5~ 

Public Affairs planning for military operations should include 
sufficient equipment and qualified military personnel whose function is 
to assist correspondents in covering the operation adequately. 

R&CQMME~~AIIQN Q; 

Planners should carefully consider media communications 
requirements to assure the earliest feasible availability. However, 
these communications must not interfere with combat and combat support 
operations. If necessary and feasible, plans should include 
communications facilities dedicated to the news media. 

B£COMMtNpAIIQN 7· 

Planning factors should include provision for intra- and inter
theatre transportation support of the media. 

BECQMMEN!)ATIQN B; 

To improve media-military'understanding and cooperation: 

a. CJcsl should recommend to the Secretary of Defense that a 
program be undertaken by ASO (fA) for top military public affairs 
representatives to meet with news organization leadership, to include 
meetings with individual organizations, on a reasonably regular basis to 
discuss mutual problems, including relationships with the media during 

lchairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
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military operations and exercises. This program should begin as soon as 
possible. 

b. Enlarge programs already 
understanding- of the media via public 
schools, to include media participation 

underway t:o improve military 
affairs instruction in service 
when possible. 

c. Seek improved media understanding of the military throug-h more 
visits by commanders and line officers to news organizations. 

d. CJCS should recommend that the Secretary of Defense host at an 
early date a working- meeting with representatives of the broadcast news 
media to explore the special problems of ensuring- military security when 
and if there is real-time or near real-time news media audiovisual 
coverage of a battlefield and, if special problems exist, how they can 
best be dealt with consistent with the basic principle set forth at the 
beg-inning of this section of the report. 
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APPENDIX 2 

GENEVA CONVEN~ION RECOMMENDED IDENTIFICA~ION INFORMATION: 

[The prototype as outlined in Protocol I contains the following 

information in Arabic, English, French, Russian, and Spanish. In 

addition the Protocol calls for the use of the native language of the 

country where the conflict is taking place.] 

-

Name of the country issuing the card 

Title: "Identity card for journalists on dangerous professional 
missions" 

Notice: ~This identity card is issued to journalists on dangerous 
professional missions in areas of armed conflicts. ~he 
holder is entitled to be treated as a civilian under the 
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and their 
Additional Protocol I. The card must be carried at all 
times by the bearer. If he is detained, he shall at once 
hand it to the Detaining Authorities, to assist in his 
identification. 

Name of the competent authority issuing the identification 

Photograph of the bearer 

Place and date of issuance 

Official seal imprint of the issuing authority 

Signature of the bearer 

Surname and first names of the bearer 

Place and date of birth 

News organization for which bearer is a correspondent 

Specific occupation •. 

Period for which identification is valid 

Bearer•a height, weight, eye color, hair color, blood type, Rh 
factor, religion (optional), fingerprints (optional), and 
special marks of identification 

lFrom Article 79 of Protocol I (1977) to the 1949 Geneva Conventions. 
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APPENDIX 3 

SIDLE COMMISSION COMMENTARY ON POOLING HIERARCHYl 

a. Wire services. AP and UPI to have priority. A.reporter from 
each and a photoqrapher from either one should be adequate. In a crash 
situation where inadequate planninq time has been available, a reporter 
from one wire service and a photoqrapher from the other could provide a 
two-person pool. 

b. Television. A two-person TV pool (one correspondent, one 
film/sound man) can do the job for a brief time althouqh perhaps 
minimally. All TV representatives aqreed that a three-person team is 
better and can do more. A panel suqqestion that a six-person team (one 
cameraman, one sound man, and one reporter each from ABC, CBS, NBC, and 
CNN) seemed aqreeable to the four networks althouqh the load on the two 
technicians would be difficult to handle. The panel has no suqqestion 
on this except that TV pool representatives must have hiqh priority with 
two representatives as the minimum and auqmentation to depend on space 
available. This should be a matter of discussion at the meetinqs 
suqqested in recommendation 8a. The question of radio participation in 
pools must also be resolved. 

c. News maqazines. One reporter and one color photoqrapher. 

d. Daily newspapers. At least one reporter. The panel aqreed 
with newspaper representatives that, althouqh newspapers do use wire 
service copy and photos, at least one newspaper pooler is needed for the 
special aspects of newspaper coveraqe not provided by the wire services. 
Criteria suqqested for use when decidinq which newspaper(s) to include 
in a pool included: Circulation, whether the newspaper has a news 
service, does the newspaper specialize in military and foreiqn affairs, 
and does it cover the Pentaqon requ1ar1y. There was some aqreement 
amonq the media representatives that there are probably not more than 8-
10 newspapers which should be considered for poolinq under these 
criteria. 

lFrom Report by CJCS Hedia-Hilitary Relations Panel (Sidle Panel} in 
Statement by the Secretary of Defense, Auqust 23, 1984, p. 10. 

Paqe 45 



APPENDIX 4 

EXCERPTS FROM VIETNAM INFORMATION RELEASE: GUIO£LIN£Sl 

The following information is ~ releasable, unless and until released 

by HACV. 

l. Future plans, operations, or strikes. 

2. Information on or confirmation of Rules of Engagement. 

3. Amounts or ordnance and fuel moved by support units or on hand 
in combat units (ordnance includes weapons or weapons systems). 

4. During an operation, unit designations and troop movements, 
tactical deployments, name of operation and si~e of friendly forces 
involved. 

5. Intelligence unit activities,, methods of operation, or 
specific locations. 

6. Exact number and type of casualties or damage suffered by 
friendly units. 

'7. Number of sorties and the amount of ordnance expended on 
strikes outside RVN. 

a. Information on aircraft taking off for strikes, enroute to, or 
returning from target area. Information on strikes while they are in 
progress. 

9. Identity of units and locations of air bases from which 
aircraft are launched on combat operations. 

10. Number of aircraft damaged or any other indicator of 
effectiveness or ineffectiveness of ground antiaircraft defenses. 

11. 
angle of 
used. l 

Tactical specifics, IIU.ch as altitudes, course, speeds, or 
attack. (General descriptions such as •low and fa !It • may be 

12. Information on or confirmation of planned strikes which do 
not take place for any reason, including bad weather. 

13. Specific identification of enemy weapons systems utilized to 
down friendly aircraft. 

lFrom "Rules Governing Public Release of Military Information" 13l Oct 
1966' 19 March 1967). 
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14. Details concerning downed aircraft while SAR operations are 
in progress. 

15. Aerial photos of fixed installations. 
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BRIEFING SCRIPT 

OPERATION DESERT SHIELD MEDIA PLAN 

SLIDE 1 (MAP OF AOR) The width and breadth of the DESERT SHIELD 

theater of operations and the myriad possible scenarios for 

potential combat operations make facilitating coverage for the 

U.S. and international media on scene a challenging proposition. 

Already the focus of world attention, the outbreak of conflict in 

the middle east will result in unprecedented media attention and 

requests to cover all aspects of ongoing operations. Because of 

the worldwide impact of hostilities in the region and the 

proliferation of media outlets, this is likely to evolve into the 

media event of the century. 

SLIDE 2 (MEDIA) Over 400 media representatives are currently in 

Saudi Arabia and are concentrated in Dhahran. Of this total, 

approximately 250 are representatives of U.S. media outlets. 

Because of Saudi government visa policies, this number has 

stabilized. If a more liberal visa policy was initiated, we 

could expect that number to double or even triple. Upon 

commencement of hostilities we can expect that further pressure 

will be put on the Saudi government to accommodate additional 

media to cover the story. 

SLIDES 3,4 & 5 (PUBLIC AFFAIRS ASSETS) In order to handle the 

media already in the kingdom as well as those who we expect to 



arrive after the commencement of hostilities, the following 

public affairs assets are currently in place. With the exception 

of approximately 50 personnel in Riyadh assigned the the Central 

Command Public Affairs Office, the small Joint Information Bureau 

operation, and the component commanders, the bulk of these assets 

are in Dhahran and in the field/afloat with operational units. 

This does not include public affairs assets that will arrive with 

units deploying as a result of the President's recent 

announcement. 

SLIDE 6 (POOL COMPOSITION) Because it is not possible to 

individually facilitate all 250+ media on scene, it is necessary 

to pool media coyerage for combat operations in order to keep the 

media presence at the front lines at a level that can be handled 

by existing public affairs assets. This plan calls for two 

initial pools which would consist of sixteen media personnel: 

two three-member television crews, one radio correspondent, two 

wire service correspondents, two wire service photographers, one 

news magazine correspondent, one news magazine photographer and 

three newspaper correspondents. 

SLIDE 7 (CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS) This plan envisions a three 

phase concept of operations. During Phase I, the two 16-member 

pools will be formed by the Joint Information Bureau Dhahran from 

media already in theater. In order to protect OPSEC and provide 

training for media and military personnel, these pools will be 

randomly activated every two weeks as a minimum. These drills 



will give us the opportunity to exercise like we intend to fight, 

and should help us locate and correct any potential problems 

before combat operations commence. 

Phase II calls for the prepositioning of these pools forward at 

the first indication that hostilities are imminent. If such 

intelligence is not available, these pools would be transported 

forward as soon as possible to join up with front line combatant 

units upon commencement of hostilities. In keeping with the 

spirit of the Chairman's Media Pool message of June 1990, we do 

not anticipate that these pools will remain as large unwieldy 

groups. As such we desire itinerary planning that will enable 

media pool members to disperse throughout the combat area in 

order to provide balanced coverage of operations. Commands 

should plan from the onset of the operation to divide the pools 

into small elements of from 1-3 persons and to disperse those 

elements throughout the area to facilitate coverage of the entire 

operation. On an ongoing basis, units in the field are currently 

hosting groups of unilateral media this size for overnight 

visits, so in terms of logistical support, this should pose no 

real additional burden. As soon as deemed possible by the on 

scene commander, additional pools will be constituted and forward 

deployed to expand the coverage. These additional pools could be 

used to fill the gaps in coverage if the conflict is spread over 

-a wide area and the fighting cannot be easily covered by the 

original two pools. Navy, Air Force and combat support units 



located in the rear will also be covered by these secondary 

pools. 

Phase III would begin when hostilities have ended. The pools 

accompanying units would be disbanded and all media would operate 

independently, although still f~cilitated through one of the two 

Joint Information Bureaus. 

SLIDE 8 (DEDICATED RESOURCES) Dedicated resources are required 

to successfully execute this plan. As a minimum, media assigned 

to cover combatant units in the field require a certain level of 

support including a keflar helmet, flak vest, web gear with 

canteen, and chemical suit, mask and decontamination kit. 

Additionally, the media will require a certain level of 

instruction and training in the use of this gear. 

Dedicated transportation is the key to this plan. Both air and 

ground transportation support are essential in order to move 

media pools rapidly forward to the combatant units which they 

will cover. Transportation remains a critical requirement after 

the pools are in place to facilitate movement of media pool 

products such as video and audio tapes and undeveloped film back 

to the JIB in Dhahran for pooling. This requirement may be able 

to piggy back upon existing logistic and medevac flights that 

wil~e flying regularly once hostilities commence. 



Communications support will also be required on a 

not-to-interfere with operational requirements basis. If 

commercial facilities are available on scene, media should have 

access to phone lines/fax machines for filing purposes. If not, 

military communications systems should be made available on an 

expedited basis for filing of print media stories. Additionally, 

in the event of a catastrophic failure of commercial 

communications systems in the Kingdom, we have to be prepared to 

assist the media in getting their stories out of the country via 

military assets. 

SLIDE 9 (POOL OPERATIONS) The filing procedures for the pools 

have been streamlined to expedite the process. Specific ground 

rules will be agreed to by pool participants prior to deployment 

with units. Security at the source will be the policy for video, 

audio and photographic media pool products. Security review of 

print products will be conducted in the field by designated 

personnel, prior to filing. All products will be submitted to 

JIB Dhahran for pooling with other media on scene, this precludes 

the need for pool members to regroup periodically in the field to 

pool materials prior to filing. Additionally, daily operational 

briefings will be held in Riyadh and be broadcast simultaneously 

in the Joint Information Bureau in Dhahran for media at the rear. 

This will provide the operational overview necessary to 

compliment pool reports from the field. 
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SLIDE 10 (RECOMMENDATIONS) It is critical that we implement a 

comprehensive combat media coverage plan as soon as possible. 

Implementation of this plan now sends the message to the media 

that we are dedicated to assisting them in covering this story, 

setting the stage for good media relations throughout any 

potential combat operation. Implementing and exercising this 

plan now will ensure that we are ready to do our job and 

facilitate coverage once hostilities commence. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WILLIAMS 31AN91 

SUBJECT: Replies to your December 14 airlift memorandum 

The replies to your memorandum soliciting comments about the possible airlift of additional media 
into Saudi Arabia are attached a.nd are summarized below: 

Tab A 

TabB 

TabC 

TabD 

TabE 

TabF 

TabG 

Your Memo's 

Knight Ridder •• Clark Hoyt sent two letters, one-day apart. The ftrst said the allocation 
of two seats was unsatisfactory. He said his 28 newspapers have circulation of 3. 4 
million, and feels that justifies three seats. The second letter urges implementation of 
Phase m as soon as possible, questions why correspondents will have to be esconed during 
Phase m, and "trusts" there will not be security review during that phase. He also takes 
"strong" exception to the ground rules, says categories of "releasable and not releasable'' 
are too easily misunderstood, and feels !hat security review by C<lmmanders is unacceptable. 
He urges common-sense rules to not repon on future operations or security issues during 
current operations and, allhough objecting to prior review, suggests !hat, if it is req,uired, 
it should occur at a central location. • 

USA Tndpy •• USA Today is not represented on the pool •• Gannett is. SteVe Davis sent 
a letter informing us of his pool contact numbers. He, !hen called a.nd explained !hat 
Gannett does not represent USA Today .. they are separate organizations •• and requested 
to attend the meeting and to have a representative on the pools. NOTE: Gannett 
represents USA Today on the National Media Pool and the contacts for call outs for that 
pool are from both organizations. 

Hearst Newspapers- Chuck Lewis, a long time pool suppotter, doesn't like security review 
period, but, if required, feels it should be done at !he Pentagon. He also doesn't under· 
stand why we have escortS during Phase m. feels that the ground rules are too complex, 
and sent a one-page version. 

The Wpshinaton Post - Mike Getter feels the releasable information category should be 
dropped. the not releasable category is too broad, and that an escon during Phase III is 
simply a means of controlling everything. 

The New York 11mEs- Howell Raines feels that Phase m contradicts the unilateral 
coverage concept you discussed at the last meeting and doesn't understand the concept of 
escorts during that period. He also feels that the ground rules are "unnecessarily specific 
a.nd gratuitously restrictive," the security review at the source has not been agreed to, and 
the commander is not the best person to do the review. 

The Boston Globe·· Steve Kurkjian is concerned that he will not get equitable consider
ation, especially if he is listed on the pool roster as a small newspaper. Subsequently, they 

· were listed as a large paper a.nd he has not called for at least a week. 



TabH !llfW'It!!!y- Gaylord Shaw feels that Ncwsday's almost constant presence in Saudi Arabia 
and daily circulation of almost one million merit more that one seat. 

Tab I New York's Capital Newspapers·· Harry Rosenfeld requests a seat on the plane. 
The VirJ!nia Pilot & The Ledaer.Srar •• James Rapier requests a seat on the plane. 
The San f'r:w::!tjcm Examiner- Larry Kramer requests a scat on the plane. 
The GAMMA I.jpicm Netwadt •• Jennifer Coley requests a scat on the plane. 

Tab I The Voice of America •• Sid Davis contaCted Bob Hall and requested a scat on the plane. 
Bob's memo about that and his conversation with USAToday's Juan Waite is at this tab. 

Tab K CENTa>M- Ron Wildermuth referenced your conversation during your visit and requests 
that you include six augmentation PAD's on the flighL The Military Airlift Command 
(MAC) made a similiar request to Col. Alex for MAC PAD's to go on the plane when he 
was doing the initial research on determining how many people a C141 would hold. 

Not at Tab Bush ess Week requested and will be allowed 10 attend tomorrows meeting. However, they 
will be the only organization ·• that I know about - attending the meeting that does not 
have a slot on the ai.rcrafL 

SUMMARY: 

Have scat(s) but want more: Knight Ridder has 2, wants 3 
Newsd,ay has 1, wants more 

Do not have any scats and want one or more: 

Don't like/want security review and 
Feel that commanders should not perform it: 

Security review, if required, should be done at: 

Does not want security review during Phase m: 

Do not want escorts during Phase m and 
Do not like the ground rules: 

USA Today {Gannett) 
Capital Newspapers 
San Francisco Examiner 
The Virainia Pilot & The I.edier·Star 
GAMMA 
VDA 
Business Week 

Knight Ridder 
Hearst, 
The New York; Times 

A central location (Knight Ridder) 
The Pentagon (Hearst) 

Knight Ridder 

Knight Ridder 
Hearst 
The Washin(lon Post 
The New York Times 

Ground Rule Complaints: Categories of releasable/not releasable too easily misunderstood (KR) 
Too complex (Hearst) 
Unnecessarily specific and gramitously restrictive (NYI) 
Releasable catepy should be dropped (WP) 
Not releasable category is too broad (WP) 

• • 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. O.C:. 20301-1400 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Wubinrton bureau chiefs of the Pentaaon press corps 

From: Pee William¥ 
Rc: Plans far pools and mabt for auxiliary llaff 

in the event of hostilities in the Persian Gulf 

December 14, 1990 

Since the bclinninl of Operation Descn Shield I have met twice, at their initiative. with 
the bureau chiefs of several news ora:u~izations that are replar members of the Pentagon 
press corps. We discussed complaintS from their correspondentS in Saudi Arabi& and the 
propss in refining a new plan for pool coveraae in the event of hostilities in Saudi Arabia 
and the Peni.an Gulf. We also discussed a request from news oraani.zalions in the Pentaaon 
press corps who cited difficulty in aettina visas for staff and wbo ac:cord.ingly wanted help in 
Jettin& additional persoMCIIO the region, should hostilities break out. 

After the second meetin&, on November 28th, I briefed Secretary Cheney and General 
Powell on a concept for combat pools. the result of a month of planning and discussions • • 
within the Pcntaaon and with mi1iwy commanden in the Gulf. After making some sugges· 
tions, the Sec:rewy and the Cbairm1111 approved the concepr. I then briefed a representative of 
the Saudi 1ovcmmenr. Our staff has since been preparinJ the more detailed version of the 
pool concept that will become pan of the overall military plan far the operation. That work 
bu proceeded over die past week, while I wu with the Secretary on his trip last week to 
NATO and Poland. A summary of the concept is attached. I am interested in your comments 
or queslions. 

The Secretary and the Cllirman also approved the idea of sendinaa US military C-141 
aircraft 10 Saudi Ambia. it hostilities were 10 break out, carryinas.upplemenlll news media 
penollllClto help cover the stOry of combat,pven that mo~t news or1anizations have only 
very small staffs in Saudi Arabia now -in many cases, only one c:omspoodcnt. The objective 
is to help prevent the pool operation from breakina down throup a lack of news media 
representatives ncceasuy to make il wort - the editorS, producers, technicians. writers, and 
pool coardillatcn wbo will be ea~emial10 111ecessful pool ope:ruioD. 

'Ibil rupt WOidd be a ODC·WIY trip.lni!SpOftinJ representatives of US news cqani.za. 
dons wbo replarly c:ovcr the Pentaaon- Space for car10 will be e:r.nmely limited: each 
passcnpr would be allowed one small suitcase. Equipment cases •hould be shipped separa~ely. I 
solicit JOIU comments on that list u well. The bureau chiefs who first sugested the idea 
said it was predicated on their inability to Jet more than one or two visas at a time from the 
aovcmment of Saudi Ar.abia. Should the visa pieture open ap. I 111Ucst we rc:lddress the need 
fGr the pl&De. 

Thank you for your contin11ed sugesrions and comments. 



Department of Defense 
Contingency Plan for Media Coverage of Hostilities 

Operation DESERT SHIELD 

The objective of this plan is to ensure news media access to 
~~~h~t areas from the onset of hostilities, or as soon thereafter 
as possible, in Operation DESERT SHIELD. This is a three-phased 
plan for exercising and deploying rotating correspondent pools, 
aliqned with front line forces to permit combat coverage. 

Each pool would consist of eighteen news media personnel: 
three newspaper correspondents, two wire service correspondents, 
two three-member television crews; one radio correspondent, one 
wire service photographer, one newspaper photographer, one news 
magazine reporter, one news magazine photographer, one Saudi 
reporter and one third-country reporter. Membership in the pools 
would be drawn from news media personnel already in Saudi Arabia. 

In Phase I of the plan, which would begin immediately, the 
first two pools would be formed by the Joint Information Bureau 
in Dhahran and randomly exercised at least once every two weeks 
to provide training for media participants and u.s. m~litary . 
personnel. These pools will always be exercised simultaneously 
to ensure that operational security is preserved. During Phase 
I, the pools would familiarize themselves with troops and •• 
equipment, cover activities in the areas to which the pools are 
sent, and exercise their ability to file news stories from the 
field. 

Phase II would begin by deploying the pools when hostilities 
are imminent, putting them in place to cover the first stages of 
combat. If such prepositioning is not possible, the pools would 
be moved forward from Dhahran as quickly as possible to the 
immediate area of conflict. As soon as possible, additional 
pools would be deployed to expand the coverage. The size·of 
these pools will be determined by the availability of . · 
transportation and other operational factors. These additional 
pools could be used to fill the gaps in coverage, if the conflict 
is spread over a vide area. Air Force, Navy, amphibious, and 
logisitical support units will be covered by additional smaller 
pools, which will be rotated to ensure continuous coveraqe. 

Security review for all pool material would be performed at 
the source, where the information vas gathered, and transmitted 
to the Joint Information Bureau at Dhahran, where it would then 
be available to journalists coverinq the operation. Ground rules 
vould.consist of those currently in effect. 

Phase III would begin when open coverage is possible and 
would provide for unilateral coverage of activities. The pools 
would be disbanded and all media would operate independently, 
altho~qh under u.s. Central Command escort. 

13 December 1990 



PROPOSED NEWS MEDIA LISTING FOR DOD CONTINGENCY AI~IFT 

MEOlA AFFILlATION NUMBER OF SEATS 

ABC-TV 10 
....... _...,, 10 --- ..... 
CNN 10 
NBC-TV 10 
NBC/ABC/CBS crews for ~ocal affiliates 6 

u 5 
~I 5 
REUTERS 5·. 

ABC lUIDIO 2 
AP lUIDIO NETWOM 2 . 
CBS lUIDIO 2 
WESTWOOD lUIDIO 2 
NATIONAL PUBLIC RADIO 2 
UPI lUIDIO 1 
ONISTAR lUIDIO 1 

TIME 
NEWSWEEK 
U.S. NEWS AND WORLD REPORT 

3 
3 
3 

WASHINGTON POST 3 
NEW YOM TIMES 3 
LOS ANGELES TIMES 3 
~ICAGOTUIIDm 3 
WALL STREET JOI:JRNAL 3 
KNIGHT-RIDDER +I 2 
BOSTON GLOBE 2 
GANNETT NEWS SERVICE + \ (..,:>~ "1:'c '01\"') 2 
COX NEWSPAPERS 2 
HEARST NEWSPAPERS 2 
SAN FIIWICISCO CDONICI.E 1 
NEW YOM POST 1 
NEWSDAY +I 1 
CHRISTIAN SCIENt:& MONI'l'Oit. 1 
BALTIMORE SW 1 
WASHINGTON TIMES 1 
OAIJ.U MOJUfiRG IIE1fS 1 
COPLEY NEWS SEit.Vle& 1 
NEWHOUSE JmrS SEit.VJ:C& 1 
SCUPPS-HONIRD 1 
MILWAUXE! JOI:JRNAL 1 
CAPitAL CitiES COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 1 
ARMY-NAVY-AIR fORCE TIMES 1 

TOTAL: 120 

• • 
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Operation Desert Shield 
News media Jround rules 

All inlen'iews with service memben will be on the record. Security 11 the source is the 
policy. In the event of hostilities, media products will be subject to security review prior to 
-··~5e. Interviews with pilouand airc:rew memben ue authorized upon completion of 
mission; however, release of information must conform to the pound rules stated below. 

All Navy embark stories will ltlte that the repon is coming "from the Penian Gulf, Red 
Sea or North Arabian Sea. • Stories written in Saudi Anbia may be datel.i.Ded Riyadh, Dhahran, 
or other ua by generalgeopphic:al description. such u "Eutem Saudi Arabia. • Stories 
from other participating couo.aies may be datelilled from those c:ounaies only after their 
participation is released by DoD. 

You must remain with your military escort 11 all times, until released, and follow 
instructions regarding your activities. These instructions ue intended only to facilitate troop 
movement, ensure safety, and maintain operational security. 

You must be physically fiL If, in the opinion of the commander, you ue unable to 
withstand the rigorous conditions required to operate with his forward-deployed forces, you 
will be medically eviCDited out of the area. · 

You ue Dot authorized to carry a penonal weapon. • 
• 

The following categories of information ue releuable: 

(1) Arrival of U.S. milil&f)' units in the Cenll'll Command area of responsibility when 
officially announced. Mode of travel (sea or air), date of departure, and home station. 

(2) Approximate friclldly force s1rength fisures. 
1

,:" "'"""a.'-<' 0 
(3) Approximate frielldly cuualty and POW filllrel by service. 

(4) Confirmed~~ of enemy penounelldlled in action {KIA) or dellined for each 
action or operation. 

(5) N0111ensilive, UDClusified information reglrding U.S. air, polllld, and sea 
operatiou, put IDd preiCIIL 

(6) Siz ol fricDdly fon:e participating in an action or operation will be disclosed using 
general terms such u •multi-battalion. • •naval wk force, • etc. Specific fon:e or unit 
identifi~ may be released when it no longer warrants security protecli.OD. 

(7) IdelltificatiOD and location of military llfgets IDd objectives previously under 
•n•ck 

(8) Generic descriptiOD of origin of air operations, such u "land• or •camer-based." 



(9) Date, time, or location of previous conventional miliwy missions and actions as 
well u mission results. 

( 1 0) Types of ordnance expended. in pnerallmlls. 

( 11) Number of aerial combat or reconnaissance missions or JOI'ties flown in theater or 
operational area. 

(12) Type offorces involved (e.g., infantry, armor, Marines, carrier banle pup). 

( 13) Weather and climate conditions. 

(14) Allied participation by type of operation (ships, aircraft, pound units, eu:.) after 
approval of host nation govemmenL 

(1 S) Conventional operation code DatDes. 

(16) Names and hometowns of U.S. miliwy units or individuals. 

The following categories of information are not releasable: 

(1) NumberoftrOOpa. 

(2) Number of aircraft. 

• • 

(3) Numbers regarding other equipment or critical supplies (e.g., artillery, tanlcs, landing 
craft, radars, trucks, water, etc.). 

(4) Names of military installations or specific geographic locations of U.S. miliwy 
units in the Central Command Ire& of responsibility, UDleu specifically released by the 
Depanment of Defense. · 

(S) Information regarding future operations. 

(6) Information regarding security precautions at miliwy installations or encampments. 

(7) Photography dlat would show level of security at military iDstallations or 
encampments, especially Mrial a satellite pbotop:aphy. 

(8) Pbotopaphy dill would reveal the name or specific location of military units or 
iDstallatiDDL 

(9) Rules of enpaement details. 

(1 0) IDfOJ'IIWion on iluelligence colleaion activities including targets, methods, and 
results. 

(11) Information oa operations underway against hostile wgets. 



(12) Information on special oper&ti011J II.Dia, DDiqw: opemions medlodology or 
tactics, for e:u.mple, air operuions, 111&1111 of uw:k. liDii speeds; uval acdCII or eYU:ive 
mueuvcn. IIIC. 

U3) Informadon ideadfyill1 postpODecl or caocelled operadolls. 

( 14) Informadon on mi.ain1 or dovmed aila'li\ or missin& ships, while search ILI!d 
JaCUe operati0111 11'11 pi•Med or aderway. 

(15) Informldon on eftectiveDeU of enemy e~moufl.ap, cover, deceptioo. tarptins, 
dbect IDCl iDdinct fire, iiiiiUiaence collec:tioo. or leCUriey mtU'IIIU. 

(16) Additional pide)iDIII may be Nt:eSIII)' to plOieCt IICticalleCUrity. 

Casualty iDformadon 

(l) Notification of ella next ofltin b ex~n:mely lelllidve. Bye:ucudved:irledve, next 
of kiD of all miliwy & .. uria mun be notifiec1 iD pmon by u officer of the appropriate 
.w:e. 

(2) There have been imtanc:es iD whi.c::h DIIXt of 1tin have first lelmec! of the death Or 
woaDdia& of a loved one dlrou&h news media repons. It camaley pbotop'aphs show a • 
ncopiza.ble face. u.m.e cq, i~ems of jewelry orotberidenl:ifyl.ll& fe&n~R befcm the cuuilty's 
next of kiD have been notified. the upish mu suddea NCOpidon u bome cu cause is out 
of proponioll to the oews value of the photopapb or video. Altboup the cuualty teponins 
and noriflcatioo system wor:b on a priority buis, correspoodeoua VZJed to bep this 
pmblem iD mind wben coverin1 Ktion iD the field. Nunes of cuualtia whose DIIXt of kiD bave 
been notified cu be verified by the joint informalion burwal iD Riyadh or Dbahrln, lhe 
appropri.ue public affain office. ar ella office of lhe A.lsiswlt Secrewy of Def1111.111 (Public 
Affairs). 

·CIIId· 



KNIGHT 
RIDDER 
C:lark 11011 
Burcou (.'hlcr 
(202) 383-6011 

December 17, 1990 

The Hon. Pete Williams 
~ssistant secretary of Defense/Public Affairs 
Pentagon, Room 2!-800 
Washington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Petet 

Pw 
'DPL 

W•~hin~:ton Bureau 
700 S•tionAI l'rcss Buildina 

5l9 14th Slrc~t, N. W. 
W••hlnctun, DC 200~5 

(l02) 38)-6000 

Your proposed allocation of seats for the DoD contingency airlift to 
saudi Arabia is unsatisfactory to Knight-Ridder. · 

At our bureau chiefs meeting on Nov. 28, I requested three seats for • 
Kniqht-Ridder, as others did for their organizations. Five individual 
newspapers received three seats each. Kni;ht-Ridder, representing 28 
newspapers with a combined daily circulation of three million and 
Sunday circulation of four million, received only twc seats. 

Knight-Ridder is one of the handful of news organizations that has been 
represented continuously in saudi Arabia since the August invasion of 
Kuwait by Iraq. Our commitment to the story in unquestionable. We reach 
millions of readers from coast to coast in Knight-Ridder cities, and 
our stories and photographs are carried in client newspapers of our 
wire service that have a combined circulation approaching 32 million. 

I am at a loss to understand why Kniqht-Ridder would not receive the 
maximum number of seat• allotted any print organization and hereby 
request that you assi;n ua a third seat on this flight. 

I will be out of Washington until Christmas Day. In my absence, I would 
appreciate it if you would communicate an early decision on this matter 
to the Washington bureau news editor, Larry Williams, who can be 
reached at 202-383-6001. 

Sincerely, 

Clark Hoyt 
Bureau Chief 



(;lark lfnyt 
Ruruu C'hitr 
(2112) .lBJ-6011 

December 18, 1990 

The Hon. Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense/Public Affairs 
Pentagon, Room 2!-800 
washington, ~C 20301·1400 

Dear Pete: 

I""' .. IQ.,.;. 

Wa•hlnaton Burrau 
700 Nallnnal Pre.t Bulldin& 

529 14th Str~et, l'i.W. 
Wa•hin&IOII, OC lQ0.4~ 

(2112) lU·I!IIOO 

I am writing in response to your contingency plan for covering the Persian 
Gulf war and the "news media ground rules" for Operation Desert Shield. I 
have sent you a separate letter expressing Knignt-Ridder's concerns about 
the allocation of seats on the C•l4l. · 

MEDIA POOt.S: • 
• 

The makeup of the 18-member pools, as we discussed at the Nov. 28 meeting, 
ia satisfactory. I am pleased to see that you plan to supplement Phase-I 
pools with additional pools and urge you to direct those assembling these 
supplementary pools, especially if their size is to be restricted, to 
maintain a fair balance between print and broadcast. 

While the proposed pool arrangements are a substantial improvement over 
the prior setup, our goal should remain open coverage. I would urqe you to 
impl~nt fhase•III as rapidly aa poaaible. 

In that connection I am concerned that the plan calla for military escort 
even under Phase-III open coverage. That appears to contradict the notion 
of open coveraqe and places a substantial potential limitation on the free 
movement of war correspondents if escorts are limited in number or not 
available when needed. I trust that, under open coverage, escorts would 
have no role 1A: reviewing press copy. 

NEWS MEDIA GROUND RULES: 

I take ltrong exception to the qroYnd rules proposed for Operation Desert 
Shield. 

The proposed rules far overstep the common•aenae bounds necessary to 
protect the security of u.s. military operations. The specific rules about 
what is "releasable" and "not releasable" are at once so broad and so 
vague that they are bound to lead to disagreement and misinterpretation 
even now, in advance of war. on the field, under combat conditions, the 
potential for misunderstanding and inconsistent interpretation ia 
enormous. 



Hon. Pete Williams 
December 18, 1990 
Paqe 2 

mean· that military sources shouid say no mere en the record" to any 
reporter than they want to be published or broadcast, no one can arque. 
If, however, this implies security review of news copy by field 
commanders, that is an unacceptable step over the bounds. 

As we learned by experience durin; an earlier Pentaqon pool operation 
in the Persian Gulf, military commanders are sometimes tempted to use 
"security review11 to try to prevent the reportinq of anythinq that 
displeases them, even if totallY unrelated to security, 

I am sure that yqu did not intend this, but these proposed rules, taken 
as a whole, can be read as an unprecedented effort by the military to 
control what is reported about a war in which hundreds of thousands of 
American lives are at stake. 

I ur;e you to drop these rules and adopt instead the common-sense 
quidelines that correspondents will not report about operations that 
haven't started, ·and will not report anythinq on on-qoinq operations •• 
that could endanger their security. 

I object to any prior review of news cepy, but if it ia required in 
Phase4 II, which should last only the briefest time, the review should 
be conducted in a central place, removed from the field, where military 
officials and editors miqht consult about written passa;es, photos or 
broadcast material in question. 

I look forward to the opportunity to discuss this with you. 

Sincerely, 

Clark Hoyt 
Bureau Chief 



'00C. ~'JILSON BOULEVARD 
.:.M'...:-.GTCr~ '/A 222.29 

TO: Pete Williams 
FKM: USA TCDAY 
RE: Pentagon pools 

Mr. Williams: 

... .-~\ 
'"'II 

~ 

GAIINE'TT 

Would you please update your reoJrds regarding whom to contact in the 
event pools are activated. 

For USA 'IOOAY, they should be: 

Managino editor Tan McNamara: 

washinoton editor Steve Davis 

703-276-5492 (work) 
703-823-5309 (heme) 
202-362-8671 (second number) 

703-276-3656 (work) 
703-237-7548 (heme) 

Thank you, 

Steve Davis 

• • 



Hearst Newspapers 

Dec. 20, 1990 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
The Pentaqon 
washinqton, D.C. 20301-1400 

Dear Pete: 

This is a response to your Dec. 14 memo and invitation to comment. 

First, I offer my applause for your efforts to anticipate and plan for 
continqencies in the Persian Gulf. Later problems will be minimized by 
this proqram. Equally important, a process will have been established 
so that later unanticipated problems can be overcome by people workinq 
toqether, in qood faith and with clear channels of communication •• • 

Many aspects of your plan are excellent and, therefore, I'm qoinq to 
limit my comments to areas I think should be changed. 

1) I'm sorry to see on-site ••security review'' in your plans. As you 
know, when the national Pentaqon pool was first launched in 1984, no 
such reviews were contemplated. correspondents were to comply with the 
''Vietnam-era rules,'' which didn't require prior review; if a 

·correspondent violated the rules, the punishment was simple, swift and 
effective -- the loss of accreditation. Those rules won a very hiqh 
degree of compliance. 

Unfortunately, the practice of prior censorship has become embedded in 
the Pentaqon pool concept in recent years, mainly because all parties 
quickly recognized that the pool was reliant on military 
communications. 

However, if you're going to have a review, experience with the 
Pentagon Pool has shown that an on-site commander may not be the best 
person to perform this duty. 

We all recall the episode in the Persian Gulf when the pool was 
covering the July 1987 reflagqing of Kuwaiti tankers; the u.s. Navy 
commodore in charqe of the escort insisted on censorinq material that 
in no way violated news media qround rules but, instead, merely 
embarrassed him. 



,. . 
Therefore, if the Depart::lllent of Defense insists on prior review, I 
urqe that it be handled at the Pentaqon. 

If you stick to on-site review, you should create an appellate process 
at the Pentaqon where disputed uterial could be examined and the 
relevant washinqton bureau chief consulted. Such a procedure evolved 
from the 1987 Persian Gulf pools and worked to speed the process. 

2) I don't understand the need --- or the practical feasibility -- for 
Phase III escorts. If unilateral coveraqe becomes possible, 
correspondents will need to move about 110re freely than pool 
constraints permitted. In Phase III, escorted unilateral coveraqe is 
an oxymoron. 

correspondents covering Desert Shield froa Auqust to the present have 
complained about the DOD requirement for escorts, on the one band, and 
about the lack of available escorts, on the other hand. 'l'hat 
combination quickly shuts down any coverage other than briefing 
coverage. 

3) 'l'he qround rules are needlessly complex and you should go back to 
the one-paqe rules previously issued for Desert Shield, which are 
similar to the Vietnu-era rules referred to above. I'• enclosing a 
copy of the one-paqe version. 

I recommend you adopt the old axiom that, in the Onited States, 
everything is permitted except that which is prohibited. With that as 
a quidinq liqbt , the rules then should becOM a short list of • • 
"don'ts," siailar to the one-paqe version. 'l'he forbidden information 
outlined in #1-16 in the non-releasable section is similar to the 
Vietnam-era rules. 

'l'he danger of trying to spell out in detail what can ba released is 
that there will be instances where a particular fact isn't prohibited 
from beinq released but it also isn't covered by one of the can-be
released rules. 'l'he result: qridlocked copy that doesn't move. Don't 
tell us what ve can doJ tell us what ve can't do. 

Again, thankS tor responding to our needs. I look forward to vorkinq 
with you on furtber refineaenta. 

Sincerely, 

fliav 



'· . GROOND RUt.ES FOR COVERAGE Of U.S. MILI'l'ARY AC'l'IVITIES 

OPERATION DESERT ~HIEL»· 

A· The following categories of information are not 

relaasaab le: 

<1> Number of troops 

<2>· Number of lircraft 

<i> Number of other equipaent <•·9· artillery~ 

tanks. radars1 trucks. water 8 buffaloes.• ttO•> 

<~> Names of •111tary installations/geographic 

locations of u.s. •111tary units in Saudi Arabia 

<S> Inforaation regarding future optratio~s 

(b) Information concerning security precautions 

at military installations in Saudi Arabia 

<?r Names/hometowns of u.s. cilitary personnel being 

inttrvitwed• and names of Saudis being interviewed· 

Comcanders of u.s. units being interviewed are excepted from 

this provision •. 

<~> Photography that would show level of security 

at eilitary installations in Saudi Arabia 

<lOr Photography that would reveal the name or 

specific location of ailitary forces or installations. 

2· If you are not sure whether an action you will taka will 

violate a ground rule• consult with your escort officer 

PRIOR TO TAKING THAT ACTION. 

-

• • 



n!50 f!5'1'N STREET. N. W. 

WASHINGTON. C. C. 20071 

t202J 334·8000 

The Honorable Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense !Public Affairsl 
Room 2E800 
The Pentagon 
Waahington, D.C. 20301-1400 

Thanks for the document outlining pool plans and 
charter status report. I think the pool plans represent 
some progress but am unclear if you want names submitted no,• 
for the charter. If so, please let us know. 

I wish I could say thanks for your list of ground 
rules. I suspect that you may have heard similar ••••••
menta fro• some of my colleagues, to the effect that they 
are wildly excessive and seemingly a prescription for total 
control and gridlock. Listing categories of information 
that are relea•able i• a new one on ••· It •hould be 
dropped. You can bet that every story written by a cor
respondent in-country will have a dozen thing• that aren't 
on either of your lists and so we will be subject to essen
tially unlimited censorship by a battalion of public affairs 
officers with varying degrees on understanding about the 
press's role in a democracy who will be acting as editors, 
reading their list, checking it twice and crossing things 
out because they don't fit clearly in your list of what is 
releasable. 

The rules about what is not releasable al•o ••••• far 
too broad and are open to all sorts of excessive interpreta
tion, in sy view, by large numbers of PAOs caught in what 
are certain to be hectic conditions. There were very con
cise rules in Vietnam which, I believe, were well respected 
by reporters and would be again in the Gulf. Let's get this 
boned down to legitimate security guidelines. 

Finally, the idea that in Phase III one needs a mili
tary escort at all times also goes too far. I ••• no need 
for that. It seems simply another mean• of controlling 
everything. 



/ 
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We should have one more meeting o~ the group, it 
seems to me, on these pointa. If you are open to thia, let 
me know quickly ao it can be set up. Time is short. 

Thanks, 

• • 



HIIII¥841W01111 ........... 

Mr. Pete Williau 
.Uabtant Sacretazoy of Detenae 

tor PUblic Affaire 
The Pentaqon 
Waehinqton, D.C. 20310•1400 

Dear Patea 

%14 like to add my voice to wh&~ I believe abould be a 
cho:ua ot proteat about lfcn.u:' aaorandwa of Dea. 14. :t find 
many of your propoaala unacoaptably reatrictive and acm. 
••• to be in clinot aontracUotion to our trOUP 
diacuaaiona a~ tba Pentaqon. 

Your ••••rtion that after paola diaband, •all .. ctia 
operata indapendantllfr althou;b UDder U.l. Central Command 
eacort• fli.. in the taoa of wba~ % r...-bar aa a clear 
agoneaant on all a idea. 'l'hat uMaretandiniJ wa• eat 
everyone waa on tbaizo OWft cmca n van~ to nat you called 
•unilatual oovera;e. • tbue waa no :untion or •aaoorta. • 

Tha lon; liat of •;roaDd :u1 .. • ia unnaoaaaadly 
apaoitio and tratuitcua1y na~ictiva. :t reaember no 
diacualion about t!ien ~ein; any need to 90 ~eyond the 
curran~ UDdantandiniJI Wldar W.lch the paola operate. 

rinaUy, your •aaourity at tba IICNZ'Cie1 idaa ia e 
innovation to vbich no Oft& aqrud ao far u % JtnCI'If, 
if I aa intarpnti.n; it cornctly. 'l'ha 1eut tu11t1114 
puaon to aa.ka .ny kind of zoeviw, in IIY jUdpant, uy be 
tba ocrasndtn: on tba acaM. 

'·~ 

• • 



'm4e ~nstrm (iluhe 

Ptlta wuu. ... 
uaiatal'lt teantary/Spok.....n 
Departlleftt of Daf
lfallhJ.JiftOn, D.C. 

o.u Petite 

WASHINGroN IIUIIAU 

-P!NNIYI.VAMA A'III!MIL "··· 
YASHING:ItlN, 0.C:.

QOZ)Zit!IO 

Dec. 17, 1!1110 

I write to -t on tbe IJl'OPOa.S pool procedure vhicb your office aent out 
la.t ....-::. Pint, I nnt to thllnlt you for your diligence in .q.ttiiiCJ tbb plan 
4ui9ft.cl and appr:ov.cl. It .blpl-ted to ite fUllut., I believa it. vill belp in 
acbiavint tbe objective of providirlf l=rJSlat.e and COIIJilrebenein COYIU'age of 
baatilitiu, ebauld tblfY ocwr, in tbe Pan ian Cllllf. . . • . . 
BOVIni'U', I :r-in CIOI!IlazMCI tbat. 'lila lORan Globe will not r-ift u aquitabh 
tzw.ta t u otbU' •:tor nevapa.pezoa, tbat haft eboVIl • condmling coaiblant tc 
tbe atozy, 'llban it COMa to c!ravirlf up _,...nbip of individual poole. Your 
propaaal 4au not addr... tbl8 iane and ay feu. haft bean prOVOked by tbe 
recent. uperi- of COlin Riclcanon, 'lbll Globe corrupandant Clln'entlJ in 
S.u41 Arabia, and ay oonfti:'MtiODII in tbll paat ....-:: vitb Pentagon aftic ale 
bua and in saudi Arabia. 

In --•· we beft beaD told tb&t nii'II'Apapant will be placed on ana of tvo. 
lieu. ay - accountll, .-butlbip an tba fint list vill depan!S on the eize 
of the newspaper, by athU' accaunt.a tba fint liat will be CIOIIPJ:'iaed of only 
the aipt ~~t~W~JPapara wllo ¥U.'lt an the .na•a original pool list. 'l'tle second Hat 
will be ~ 5 IC'iaed of all ather AMI'icaD nevapapara wllo era in S.udi Arabia vbar 
baatiliti ..... in. - . 

u yoa bow fra OIQZ' pnviOWI COI'IVU'Ntiana and lattan. 'lila Globe, clrapite iu 
lo~ a lt:Mnt to the ll'tozy in laacU Arabia, .._ ....,. tnat:acl 
llllfailr!»'UIIdw tba ori9inal pool procaclura. llacauH ol tba anvilUngn .. a of JXE 
aDd~ offia.iala to ~. Rickanon and Globe raportara Vila precedae 
bia in Iandt Anbia baWl apant. IIUc!l t..W. in vain t.ryirlf t.o prevail an the 
rapartu'a fnr tba eitbt. nevapepara to place '!be Globe onto tbe pool. I have 
been ...and by llot.b yoa eDcl lob Taylor tbat. the - pool ~· will 
rectify the· aituat.lon and 'l'he Globe vill ._.in to receiva equitable t.raatHnt 
unc!ar the ftliv pu aedun. How-, Rickwaon bu bean ~:RUtly told that. when 
tba new pool procedure u finally •t.abliabed, 'alA Globe will be placed on the 
au~nd Ust o1 ••all otbU' ~pezoa" wllicdl will z lrce our odda of actually 
ultinrJ it onto a paol • .llao, be unclaratanda tbat only tbaae -.papera on the 
fint list will be given trial rana eo tbat the vitel cCIDIInicationa eyetu• 
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'" be tasted. 

>b Taylor baa assured •• ae lata ae yutarday that my concerna vera 
>praciated by you and your office, that The Globe would be treated equitably 
1dar the n.v pool procedure and ~cifically that The Globe would placed on 
1a eama list for pool rotation aa the othar .. jor n.v.rpapara, includin9 the 
lv York Tillu, Waabin9ton Post, Wall Street Journal and Loa An9elae Timaa. I 
1n only hope that ie true eo that The Globe can fulfill ita re.rponaibilitiaa 
J ita readara • 

. l&l\lte aqain for your aeeietance. 

• • 

---- --_, 
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Hr. Pete William• 
Assiatant Secretary of Defeaea 
Tbe i'entaaon 
Waahinatoa, D.C. 20301•1400 

Dear Pete: 

WllsninatDn. o.c. 20»4 

December 18, 1990 

1 have received ead reviewed your Dec&aber 14, 1990, memorandum· 
concernias Persian Culf pools eud the c-141 fliaht in tbe event of 
hoetilities. While I salute you aad your ttaf! for the time and 
effort you bave devoted to tbi1 project. 1 feel compelled· to 

• 

appeal for recoaaideratloa of the deci1ioa to allocate oalJ one 
eeat on the C-141 to leweday. 

leweday hal made a major coemltmeut to coveraae of the Persian 
Culf crlsit, with at lee1t oae reporter present ia Saudi Arabia 
since 1oou after the deployment of U.S. !oreal there. I believe 
our coaaitaaat hal equalled or exceeded 10aa aaw1peper1 on the lise 
that vera araated two or three ••ats oa the flishc. In addition, 
Keweday's circulatioa far exceed& that of several aew1papers ahead 
of us on the liat. With the navapapar abata•out in law York, our 
daily circulation aow epproacb&l one ailliou--aud oa Suudaya exceeds 
that: level. 

for thai& raaaona, I raqua1t that: ••••day be allocated at 
leaat cvo eeata ou the C-141. If you have quaacioua or aead aore 
ia!or=atiou, pleaae call ae or our deputy bureau chief. Mary Leonard, 
or coacact us by faz oa (202) l9l-7043. 

We look forward to beariua from you soon. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Gaylord Shaw 

..,. A 11mes Mirror 
w ~sp~tper 

• 



New Yorks 

CAPITAL NEWSPAPERS 

Mr. Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

for Public Affairs 
2E-800 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1400 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

THE nM.ES UNION • SUI"iDA Y nM.ES tiNION 

December 14, 1990 

I understand you are making plans for a C-141 to transport 
news representatives from Washington to Saudi Arabia in the 
event hostilities break out in the Persian Gulf. • • 

This is to request a seat on that flight for Michael Gormley, 
our military correspondent who reported from Saudi Arabia last 
month. Mr. Gormley is an experienced reporter and will be 
properly equipped for such an assignment. 

Thank you. 

Siqcerely, 

HMR/b 

1'£\\/S I'I..AZA • BOX 15000 • ALBAr!Y, NEW YORK 1221l • P!iCIN! (!118) -:leO 



T ~ t-• 

L0~ L '.- --· 

Jin Raper 
Managing EdiiDr 

December 5, 1990 

Hon. Pete Williams 

The 1lirginian-l)Uot 
THE LEDGER-STAR 

Office of Assistant Sect. of Defense for Public Affairs 
Washington D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

150 W. Bnlmble!Dn Avenue 
P.O. Box 449 

Norfolk. Virgilia 23501-0449 
(804) 446-2311 

As managing editor of The Virginian-Pilot and The Ledger-Star, I am requesting that 
your office include a member of our reporting staff in any contingency airlift operation 
that is being planned for reporters covering Desert Shield in the event hostilities break 
out. 

It is my understanding that your office is assembling a plan to take a number of 
journalists to the Middle East should fighting begin in that region. If so, our newspapers 
would like to be represented. 

As you may know, our newspapers circulate in a region where the military, in 
particular the Navy, is prominent. It is estimated that 110,000 naval personnel, plus 
another 10,000 Air Force members from Langley AFB in Hampton and 10,000 from Fort 
Eustis in Newport News, live in the Hampton Roads area. Already more than 30 
Norfolk-based ships and nearly 20,000 Norfolk-based sailors have been deployed to 
support the Desert Shield operation. In addition, nearly 1,000 Navy medical personnel 
from Portsmouth Naval Hospital and surrounding clinics, at least two F-15 Air Force 
squadrons from Langley and several companies of Army transportation troops from Fort 

. Eustis have been deployed. 

I would appreciate your assistance in assuring that our military affairs reporter is 
included in whatever airlift your office plans for the Desert Shield operation. 

• 
• 

( 

l 



LARRY KRA~IER 
E:\t:Cl'T:\ FED I TOll. 

November 30, 1990 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs 
2E-800 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Pete: 

I understand you are making plans for a C-141 to transport news 
representatives from Washington to Saudi Arabia in the event hostilities 
break out in the Persian Gulf. 

This is to request a seat on that flight for Jonathan Broder, our Washington 
correspondent and Kim Komenich, our photographer. Mr. Broder is a 
veteran reporter with extensive experience in the Middle East. 
Mr. Komenich is an experienced overseas photographer who won The 
Pulitzer Prize for his coverage of the overthrow of Ferdinand Marcos. 

I will contact your office within a week to confirm the availability of these 
seats. 

Thank you. 

/r-:--
Larry Kramer 

• • 



Dear C.ptain Thomaas 

THE 
GAMMA 
LIAISON 
NETW()I{K 

It was a pleuw:e epeakf ng to you today. I appndate you: 
into~tion and attention to _, request. 

I wiah to officially zequeat a photo position on the_propoae4 
eontinqency Airlift to Saudi ArAbia. I understand thil plane 
ia atill in the ·p~opoaal" atages and that the Aaaiatant 
Secretary of Defenae7Public Affai~a, xr. Pete~ Williams, vill 
be reviewinq all requeeta fo~ positions in the beqinninq of 
January. 

I am fazing two previoua lett•~• to Jib:, Willi.alu just fo~ ( ~'~:! t..J.J 
haclc;~ info~tion, and again, let me ezp~e .. lilY .._ r{..:. 
appreciation for your assistance in preaentinq this info:mation ~) 
to xr. WilliUUI and Lieutenant COIIIIII&nder Qreq Hartung. 

Pleue fHl frH to contact if you have any questions or with 
an update. I can be reached at 212-44 7-2505, 

Sincerely, 

JIC/Jdc 

Att&cbment 

DEC 23 '90 16:30 

t1 Eut 26111SWel. Newt Yott.. ~'\' 10010 (Z12l44'7·2500 
Fa~ (212) 447-2534 'IP.II!>:: 6209441 

212 447 2534 PRGE.002 



5 February 1991 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

On 5 February 1991, I received a phone call from Hr. Richard 
Harwood, the Ombudsman for the washington Pgst who said that he 
was referred to me by Pete Williams office for statistical 
information on media in Saudi Arabia. Hr. Harwood stated that 
the information was for a piece he was writing for the Sunday 
Washington Pgst concerning media coverage in the Gulf region. 

I provided current (from 5 Feb CINCCENT Sitrep) media 
information plus general information concerning the media 
in-country, the combat pools, and the pooling procedures. Mr. 
Harwood was particularly interested in our •censorship" 
procedures. I pointed out to him that DoD had no Congressional 
authorization to censor news reports, and had not had such 
authorization since the expiration of the WISP statute some years 
ago. I explained the security review process in detail from the 
field all the way through the ASO(PA) in the event of a contested 
report. I emphasized that our concern was not to impede 
reporting, but to protect U.S. lives and the security of our 
ongoing operations. 

I additionally pointed out that I did not believe that 
members of the media would intentionally print a story revealing 
details that could endanger U.S. lives, and he agreed,,and that 
the procedure (security review) was to ensure that our concerns 
about the release of certain types of information were clearly 
understood by the news media. I also added that of the three. 
contested media pool reports (that I knew of) that had come to 
Pete Williams for arbitration, that all three had been released 
as originally written. At the end of the explanation, Hr. 
Harwood's comment to me was "that's not censorship," "there are 
people here on the news -desk that really believe that DoD is 
censoring the news reports." He finally asked that I fax a copy 
of the current ground rules/guidelines to him, which I did. 

-

Gregory H. Hartung 
LCDR, OSN 
Plans Officer 



• 
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5 February 1991 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

At 1645 on 5 February 1991 a meeting was held at the 
Pentagon attended by the following personnel: 

Pete Williams 
Bob Taylor 
COL Pete Alexandrakos 
LCDR Gregg Hartung 
Larry Rubenstein - Reuters 
Toby Massey - AP 
Vin Alabiso - AP 
Guy Cooper - Newsweek 
Larry Downey - Newsweek 
Michele Stephenson - ~ 
Dyrk Halstead - Time 
Mark Gottfried- U.S. News and World Report 

This meeting was requested by Toby Massey to Mr. Taylor to 
discuss pool photo issues under contention. Photo pool members 
explained their system at great length. Photo pool photographs 
were all brought to a central location in Dhahran where the film 
was developed and made available to a committee of 5 members from 
both wire services and the three news magazines. This committee 
decides which photographs will be made available as pool 
photographs. None of the five organizations is permitted to 
release·material other than pool material. After the initial 
selection in Dhahran, the film is transferred to New York, where 
a similar selection process or "second look" takes place. After 
this second look, the negatives are ~eturned to the photographer 
who originally took them. 

Pool members other than the five who serve as the selection 
committee all have access to pool material via one of the wire 
services. They additionally are allowed access to transmission 
equipment to send additional photos they have shot that are not 
part of the pooled material on a case by case basis. The members 
of the committee are not allowed to do this with their own 
photographer's film. 

Photo pool members stated that foreign photographers had 
access to pool products via either the international services of 
Reuters and AP or by purchasing the photo from the individual 
photographer who took the photo. They also noted that U.S. 
photographers are not permitted access to the French Media Pool 
proaucts. 

Photo Pool members rejected the suggestion that 
Knight-Bidder KTRN photo service had any subscribers that did not 
also receive either Reuters or AP photo wire services. They said 
that Knight-Bidder had been given access.to pool products 



•. . . 
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initially, but that mishandling of negatives and release of 
non-pooled material had caused them to be excluded. 

Photo Pool members agreed to add a newspaper representative 
to their photo selection committee, but first wanted to meet with 
the representative organization at the Washington D.C. level to 
discuss procedures. Larry Rubenstein noted that USA Today had 
volunteered to serve in this capacity. LCDR Hartung suggested 
that perhaps ANPA or some other media organization (:Ould select 
the newspaper photo representative. 

When the subject of photo agencies was brought up by Mr. 
Taylor, there was unanimous agreement among the Photo Pool 
members that these agencies were not news agencies, and that they 
(photo agencies) would never agree to the rules of the pool for 
sharing purposes, because there was nothing to be gained 
financially because under current rules, they could not sell any 
pool product except that which their photographers shot. There 
was also agreement that any decision concerning photo agencies 
would likely affect the DoD National Media Pool in the future. 

The meeting closed with both Mr. Williams and Mr. Taylor 
stating that they would take their (Photo Pool members) 
recommendations into consideration, and would let them know what 
they had decided. 

~\~· 
Gregg Hartung '\ 
LCDR, USN \ 
Plans Officer 



POOL SllUJCil.lRE 
8 FEB 91 

ARCENI <Have 27. anticipate 56 totall 
LTC Chuck Willey 

bnCDRPS <Hav~ l~l XVITIA 
LT C Ned Longswonh 

JOIST AIR ASSLT 

82NDABN 

24THID 

20TH ENGR BDE 

18TH CORPS ARTY 

3RDACR 

18THAVNBDE 

CORPS SUPPORT 

RPS {Havs;14} vnco 
LT C Jim Gleisberg 

1ST AD 

3RDAD 

lSTID 

1ST CAY 

2NDACR 

CORPS REAR 

(HAVE21} MARCENI' 
Co !John Shorwell 

lSTMARDIV 

2NDMARDIV 

lSTFSSG 

HAVE NOW 

1- Mae Photo 

3 -TV 2- Wires 

3- PENCll..S 0-MAG, 2-PAPERS), 

3 -TV 

1 - TV(HOMETOWNER), 

3- TV 1 -PHOTO 1 -PAPER 

2-PAPER 

1- PHOTO, 1- PAPER 

1- PAPER, l-INT. 

I-PAPER 

1 - RADIO, 1 -PHOTO 

6-TV 1-MAG I-PHOTO 3~PAPER 

3 -TV 1 - WIRE 1 - PHOTO 

1 -RADIO, 1 -INT., 2- PAPER, 1 - PHOT_C 

POSSffiLE ADD mONS 
IExps;s:l 22 mQrs;} 

3 -TV 

I-PHOTO 

3 -TV 1 - MAG 1 -PHOTO 

3- TV, 1 -PHOTO 

1 - PHOTO 1 - PENCTI... 

1 - PHOTO 1 - PENCIL 

1 - PHOTO 1 - PENCIL 

1-PHOT0,1-PENCIL, 1-RDO 

IExpect 7 morel 

3-TV 

1- RADIO 

1-PHOTO 

2-PENCIL 



DJRECI'ORA1EFOR DEFENSE lNFORMAnON 
OSDNEWSDMSJON 

DA'IE 12 Feb 91 TIME:2345 PA~TCRoy 

QUERYFROM: Associated Prass 

QUERY: 
Is CENTCOM planning to double the number of pool slots to cover front-line ground units? 
H so. wiD reporters be assigned to the 2nd and 3rd Army Divisions and the Marine Amphibious 
Force? Will reporteJS be allowed to fly aboard B-52s and to visit military hospitals? 

ANSWER: 

CENTCOM <Des plan to broaden opportunities for media coYerage. It is too soon to know 
whether or not the number wm be doubled and H would be premature to try to predict which 
specific unHs these additional slots will be assigned to cover. CENTCOM is continuing to 
examine the possibility of media members flying aboard B-52 missions, but such flights have 
not, as yet, been approved Plans are presently being made for reporteJS to visit hospitals and 
other miiHary medical facilities. 

SOURCE OF ANSWER: JIB Riyadh, CAPT Doubleclay 

CXX>RDINA1l0N: NIA 

COMPIEIEDBYUCol Coughter 

PHONE EXTENSION: 
APPROVED: 

'IlMEJNQUIRERNOilFlED: 

LOG#: 



DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
NATIONAL MEDIA POOL 

The DoD National Media Pool was developed to cover military 
contingency operations from the earliest stages of troop deploy
ment. It was established in 1985 as a direct result of the 
October 1983 U.S. military rescue operation in Grenada. 

The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff named retired 
Major General Winant Sidle to head a panel which examined the 
relationship of the military and the media as a result of criti
cism about the lack of media access during the early stages of 
the Grenada rescue operation. the Sidle Panel was composed of 
Defense Department representatives and news veterans. The pan
el's final recommendations were primarily designed to ensure 
media access to military contingency operations while still 
maintaining operational security and troop safety. 

The Department of Defense and the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
undertook several major initiatives to implement the Sidle Pan
el's recommendations. The DoD National Media Pool is the best 
known initiative. In addition, we have ensured that public 
affairs planning is conducted concurrently with operational 
plannning and public affairs plans have been incorporated in 
published contingency operations plans. · 

The Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs has 
accredited more than 40 Washington-based media organizations for 
pool membership. The heads of each have agreed to keep desig
nated staff members on alert for short-notice media pool deploy
ments and to maintain operational security of any pool activa
tions. Pool participants include 28 newspaper organizations, the 
three national news magazines, the three major wire services, the 
four major television networks, and seven radio networks. 

These organizations serve on a rotational basis, decided 
among themselves, with the pool membership changing each calendar 
quarter. While pool composition can be tailored to a given 
contingency, based largely on transportation availability, the 
"standard" pool is composed of 12 people as follows: one wire 
photographer and two reporters; a television correspondent and 
two-person technical crew; a magazine reporter and a photogra
pher; a radio correspondent; and three newspaper reporters. In 
addition, two DoD public affairs officers and one Joint Staff 
public affairs officer serve as pool escorts and are generally 
joined by a unified/specified command public affairs escort. 

All pool members have agreed to observe basis ground rules. 
Part~ipants are obigated to equip themselves with lightweight, 
mobile gear and have become virtually self-supporting in this 
regard. The Department will provide billeting, food, special 
clothing and·equipment, and transportation to, from and within 
the theater of operations. Pool members pay for their own bil
leting and food. 



Defense authorities have established procedures for sending 
print news stories via military communications systems as quickly 
as possible. Video/audio tapes and photographs are delivered on 
a priority basis to a secure area where they can be picked up by 
other news representatives for transport back to Washington. The 
timely return of tapes and photos is the most difficult aspect of 
pool deployments, depending on circumstances and geography. 

We first tested the media pool in April 1985 to cover a u.s. 
military exercise in Honduras. We have activated it seven addi
tional times to exercise its members while covering military 
exercises at various diverse locations. We also have activated 
the pool for four operational deployments -- one in conjunction 
with maritime operations in the Persian Gulf, two related to 
military deployments/operations in Panama and most recently to 
Operation DESERT SHIELD in Saudi Arabia. There have been a total 
of 12 DoD National Media Pool deployments. 

Each pool deployment is a learning experience for all par
ticipants. Although exercise deployments cannot fully simulate 
combat conditions, they do permit correspondents and their 
escorts to practice alert assembly, transportation and filing 
procedures, test communications systems, and generally get a feel 
for the challenges that will be encountered in a combat situa
tion. Deployments also serve to exercise the visited units' 
media plans for hosting and integrating the pool into exercise 
scenarios. 

Prepared October 31, 1990 

----



LIST OF DOD NATIONAL MEDIA POOL PARTICIPANTS 

Robert Witten 
Gene Randall 
Kim Willenson 
Howell Raines 
John Fialka 
Lloyd Battle 
James Schule 
Benjamin Shore Jr. 
Barry Thumma 
Mathew Quinn 

Total: 10 

Elliot Brenner 
Tim Clary 
Peter Maer 
Dave Wood 
Roy Gutman 
Michael Duffy 
Gene Randall 
Barry Hecht 
Ray Defrehen 
Steven Komarow 
Michael Wines 
Dirk Halstead 

Total: 12 

Frank Aukofer 
Douglas Mills 
John Mulera 
Robert Craig Windham 
Fred Francis 
Sheldon Fielman 
Gary Keifer 
Elliot Brenner 
Scott Applewhite 
William Knonholm 
Robert Kittle 
Frank Morring 

Total: 12 

MEDIA POOL f1 

Mutual Radio 
CNN 
Newsweek 
New York Times 
Wall Street Journal 
CNN 
Mobile Video Services 
Copley Press Service 
AP 
UPI 

UPI 
UPI 

MEDIA POOL #2 

Mutual Radio 
Newhouse 
News day 
Time 
CNN 
CNN 
CNN 
AP 
LA Times 
Time 

MEDIA POOL i3 

Milwaukee Journal 
UPI 
NBC 
United Stations Radio 
NBC 
NBC 
USN&WR 
UPI 
AP 
AP 
!JSN&WR 
Scripps Howard 

April 85 (5 days) 
EX UNIVERSAL TREK 
85 Honduras 

September 85 (1 
day) EX DOUBLE 
EAGLE 85 Ft 
Campbel-l, KY 

December 85 (2 days) 
EX KERNAL USHER 86-1 
Pacific Ocean off 
San Clemente Island, 
California 



Tim Ahern 
Scott Applewhite (2) 
Neil Roland 
Doug Mills (2) 
Christopher Hanson 
Dirk Halstead (2) 
Liz Colton 
Gene Randall ( 2) 
Robert Schrader 
Peter Morris 
Peter Grier 
Vern Guidry 

Total: 12 

Rita Beamish 
Barry Thumma (2) 
Eli Michael Meyers 
Doug Mills (3) 
Christopher Thaxton 

Hanson 
Karl Inderfurth 
William Redding 
Jay Patterson 
Charles D. Jaco 
Robert Kaylor 
Molly E. Moore 
Richard C. Halloran 

Total: 12 

Coleen Conlbes 
Henry (Dave) Rosso 
Steve Komarow (2) 
Scott Applewhite (3) 
John Bisney 
Eric Engberg 
Gabriel Romero 
Craig Anderson 
Richard Sandza 
Steven Brown 
Richard Whitmire 
Jim O'Shea 

Total: 12 

MEDIA POOL 14 

AP 
AP 
UPI 
UPI 
Reuters 
Time 
Nat'l Public Radio 
CNN 
CNN 
CNN 

August 86 (2 days) 
EX Gallant Eagle 86 
USCENTCOM exercise in 
Southern CA desert 

Christian Science Monitor 
Baltimore Sun 

AP 
AP 
UPI 
UPI 

MEDIA POOL IS 

Reuters 
ABC-TV 
ABC-TV 
ABC-TV 
NBC Radio 
USN&WR 
Washington Post 
New Xork Times 

MEDIA POOL 16 

Reuters 
UPI 
AP 
AP 
United Stations Radio 
CBS-TV 
CBS-TV 
CBS-TV 
Newsweek 
Newsweek 
Gannett 
Chicago Tribune 

February 87 (2 days) 
EX TASK FORCE 1 
82nd Airborne deploy
ment to Honduras 

May 87 (2 days) 
EX Solid Shield 87 
USCINCLANT amphibious 
assault, Camp Lejeune, 
North Carolina 



·. ; 

Tim Ahern (2) 
Doug Mills (4) 
Jon Bascom 

-Carl Rochelle 
Ray DeFrehn (2) 
Peter Morris (2) 
Mike Duffy (2) 
Dennis Brack 
James Dorsey 
Mark Thompson 

Total: 10 

Steve Komarow (3) 
Douglas Allmond 
Karl Inderfurth 
Philip Mishoe 
Durrell Kreisher 
Jay Sapir 
Joseph Marquette 
Frederick Kempe 
Robert Cohn 
Colleen Combes (2) 

Total: 10* 

MEDIA POOL 17 

AP (Photographer) 
UPI (Photographer) 
ABC Radio 
CNN (Correspondent) 
CNN (Cameraman) 
CNN (Soundman) 
.'LiJl:lg (Reporter) 

July 87 (9 days) 
EARNEST WILL 1st 
actual (real-world) 
deployment; Persian 
Gulf to observe 
Kuwaiti tanker escort 

.'LiJl:lg (Photographer) 
Washington Times (Reporter) 
Knight-Ridder (Reporter) 

MEDIA POOL #B 

AP (Reporter) 
ABC-TV (Cameraman) 
ABC-TV (Correspondent) 
ABC-TV (Soundman) 

March 88 (2 days) 
FTX GOLDEN PHEASANT 88 
EDRE to Honduras. 

Copley News Service (Reporter) 
UPI Radio 
UPI (Photographer) 
Wall Street Journal (Reporter) 
Newsweek (Reporter) 
Reuters (Photographer) 

*Note: Jeremy Bigwood, contract photographer for Newsweek joined 
the pool "in progress" in Hondura. Thus, while only 10 deployed via 
MILAIR from washington, the pool "grew" to 11 while in Honduras. 

James Miklaszewski 
Sheldon Fielman (2) 
John Mulera (2) 
Richard Sandza (2) 
Gary Kieffer 
Robert Daugherty 
Thelma LeBrecht 
Eliot Brenner (3) 
Molly Moore (2) 
John Sawyer 
Guy Jones 

Total: 11 

MEDIA POOL 19 

NBC-TV December 88 (4 days) 
NBC-TV (Technician) u.s. Army infantry 
NBC-TV (Technician) external evaluation in 
Newsweek Alaska. 
Newsweek (Photographer) 
AP (Photographer) 
AP Radio 
UPI 
Washington Post 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram 
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Ron Allen 
Gabe Romero (2) 
Charles Violette 
Barry Bagnato 
Eliot Brenner (4) 
Dennis Cook 
Jim Adams 
Peter Cary 
John Van Beekum 
Thom Shanker 
Eli Teiber 
Laurence Jolidon 

Total: 12 

Steve Komarow (4) 
Scott Applewhite (4) 
Matthew Mendelsohn 
Robert Kearns 
Timothy Aubry 
Cynthia Johnson 
Jon Bascom (2) 
Fred Francis (2) 
John Mulera (3) 
Edgar Brown 
Alan Levin 
Steve Kuhn 
Katherine Lewis 
Kevin Merida 
William Clayton 
Dick Thompson 

Total: 16 

MEDIA POOL flO 

CBS-TV (Correspondent) 
CBS-TV (Cameraman) 
CBS-TV (Soundman) 
CBS Radio 
UPI (Reporter) 
AI? (Photographer) 
Reuters (Reporter) 
USN&WB (Reporter) 
USN&WB (Photographer) 
Chicago Tribune 
New York Post 
Gannett/USA Today 

MEDIA POOL #11 

AI? 
AI? 
UPI 
Reuters 
Reuters 
~ 
ABC Radio 
NBC-TV 
NBC-TV 
NBC-TV 
NBC-TV 
NBC-TV 
Houston Post 
Dallas Morning News 
Houston Chronicle 
Time 

May 89 (1 Day) 
NIMROD DANCER 
Augmentation Forces 

December 89, OPN 
JUST CAUSE - Panama 



I 

I 

John King 
Scott Applewhite (5) 
Martin w. Jeong 
James H. Adams 
Carl Rochelle 
Mike Greene 
Bob Torpey 
Chris Turner 
Frank O'Connor 
Alan Levin (2) 
Tom Mote 
John Ydstie 
Jay Peterzell 
Dennis Brack 
Mike Ross 
Peter Copeland 
Frank Aukofer {2) 

Total: 17 

MEDIA POOL 112 

AP 
AP 
UPI 
Reuters 
CNN 
CNN 
CNN 
CNN 
CNN 
CNN 
CNN 
NPR 
.Ii.m.!:l. 
~ 

August 90, OPN 
DESERT SHIELD -
Saudi Arabia 

Times Mirror Company 
Scripps Howard Newspapers 
Milwaukee Journal 

() = Number of pool deployments in which the person has participated. 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFEI&ECfOJUR 21 Ali!Q: 46 
HAS SEEN 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20301-IAOO 

DEP SEC DEF MAR 3 1 1989 
HAS SEEN 

la 4 MAR 1989 

IIAR29 il 
OF DEFENSE 

.SUBJECT: SECDEF Support for the DoD National Media Pool -
ACTION MEMORANDUM 

In 1983, the media raised a furor over being excluded 
from the initial stages of the Grenada rescue mission. As a 
result, Cap Weinberger formed a panel to examine the situation 
and to recommend how to improve media coverage of future 
contingency operations. 

The Sidle Panel, as it became known, recommended creation 
of a pool of ·reporters to cover secret contingency missions. 
From this, we, in close cooperation with the media developed the 
DoD National Media Pool Concept. The pool gives select u.s. 
news media access to military contingency operations from their 
onset while maintaining operational security. It is your pool, 
administered by my department under your order, and has high 
priority for any support required. The attached paper provides 
a more detailed discussion of the pool. 

The media pool has been exercised several times during 
both Cap Weinberger's and Frank Carlucci's tenure and 
was operationally deployed twice; a no-notice, "operational" 
exercise in Honduras to demonstrate U.S. resolve in Central 
America and the Navy's first escort of reflagged Kuwaiti tankers 
through the Persian Gulf. However, the real indication that 
the pool concept had come of age and gained acceptance by the 
military was evident last April 18th when a media pool was on 
board the JACK WILLIAMS Surface Action Group (SAG) as it sank 
an Iranian frigate in the Persian Gulf. Frank Carlucci's and 
Admiral Crowe's decision to place a pool on board the SAG was a 
clear signal that the pool concept is a necessary part of a 
military operation. 

Although past exercises and deployments have gone very 
well, it is still necessary to conduct two to four pool 
exercises per year in order to keep our people and the media 
proficient, to refine our plans and to test operational security. 
These deployments also provide valuable training to the visited 
command which must implement its own contingency plans for 
media coverage of military operations. 
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The current media pool concept gives us a very viable 
mechanism to cover contingency operations, maintain secrecy and 
still inform the American people of the early hours of military 
operations; and it is endorsed by the media. I strongly 
recommend you approve continuation of the DoD National Media 
Pool and lend your personal support to the concept as needed. 
It is, in fact, your pool and cannot effectively continue 
without your approval and support. 

Enclosur~~£1 , 
As state!(-~?£.. 
Concur ------
Nonconcur -----
See Me _________ _ 
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RAP No: 0581, JULLS No: 01860-90177 (00581), Last Update: 11/16/89 

1. (UJ TITLE: DoD Media Pool. 

2. (U) CPR: OASO(PA)/OPL, LCDR Hartung, 223-1075, (202)693-1075. 

3. (U) KEYWORDS: AIRLIFT, JCS PUB 15, JDS, MEDIA POOL, PASSENGERS. 

4. (U) SOURCES: 

a. 42265-72346 GOLDEN PHEASANT 88 by MAC. 

5. OBSERVATION: 

a. Airlift to move DoD National Medial Pool from 
washington, DC, to Pope AFB, NC, and onward to Honduras was 
requested through what was later learned to be a back-channel 
source, resulting in lack of normal coordination of airlift with 
the Military Airlift Command and supported CINC. 

b. The DoD National Media Pool and the requirement for its 
movement were not entered into the Joint Deployment System 
(JDS). 

6. DISCUSSION: 

a. In the JULLS Long Report (JULLS number 42265-72346) 1 HQ 
MAC stated the media pool was not coordinated with MAC, was not 
included in the supported CINC's validation requirements, and 
implied that the airlift was not properly prioritized. MAC 
stated that this resulted in improperly authorized travel by 
"bumping" of several passengers (believed to be MAC ALCE 
personnel) from the first deployment mission. 

b. The Secretary of Defense directed OASD/PA to activate 
and deploy the pool. OASD/PA made a verbal request for airlift 
to the JCS MAC Liaison Officer, a.procedure followed on six 
previous occasions without problem. 

c. The DoD National Media Pool is not a requirement 
appropriate for a CINC to validate. The pool's 
activation/deployment is directed by the secretary of Defense 
with the concurrence of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff and, when appropriate, with the concurrence of the White 
House. 

d. JCS PUB 15 assigns SECOEF-directed airlift missions a 
priority of 1B(l). For an actual contingency, concurrence for 
deployment of the DoD National Media Pool may be obtained from 
the White House which could result in an even higher airlift 
priority, depending on the specific circumstances. 
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e. 
states 
during 

JULLS REMEDIAL ACTION PROJECT (RAP) REPORT 

Volume I of the Joint Operation Planning system (JOPS) 
"CINes should be prepared to host the DoD Media Pool 
the initial stages of operations." 

f. DoDO 5122.5, "Assistant Secretary of Defense (Public 
Affairs)," requires the ASD:PA to coordinate "instructions that 
have operational implications" (e.g., airlift for the DoDD 
National Media Pool) with the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
vice the CINCs as recommended by MAC in their JULLS input. 

g. No one in OASD:PA directed the "bumping" of passengers 
from the first deployment mission for FTX Golden Pheasant 88. 

7. LESSON LEARNED: 

B. RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

a. OASO:PA will work with JSIJ-4 to develop a mutually 
agreed SOP for requesting airlift for all DoD National Media 
Pool deployments (completed). 

b. OASD:PA will work with OJS-PA to develop a written 
standard Operating Procedure (SOP) to enter information 
regarding the deployment of the DoD National Media Pool into-the 
public affairs paragraph 9f the various JCS orders issued by JCS 
under JOPS Volume IV. This action will effectively serve to 
coordinate the deployment with affected commands such as the 
supported CINC, USTRANSCOM, and MAC. It will also provide the 
supported CINC information necessary to enter the requirement 
for the deployment into JDS. SOP is written and approved within 
OSD. OJSPA has it for approval and entry into JOPES. 

9. COMMENTS: JCS 2:20009Z Mar 85, "Logistic Support for DoD 
Public Affairs Media Pool," states supported commanders are 
responsibile for planning logistic support for the pool out of 
existing exercise or contingency funds, including inter-theater 
airlift. Funding appears to remain an issue. OASO:PA will take 
action to ensure funding for airlift is resolved permanently. 

Completed. Funding issue permanently resolved. 

10. (U) MILESTONES: BASELINE FORECAST 

( 1) IDENTIFY PROBLEMS 03131188 03131188 
( 2) IDENTIFY SOLUTIONS 11101188 11101188 
( 3) PUBLISH FINAL SOPS 03131189 03131190 
( 4) COMPLETE ACTION 06130189 06130190 
( 5) VALIDATE SOLUTIONS 12130189 12130190 
( 6) CLOSE RAP 12129189 I I 

11. (U) VALIDATE IN EXERCISE: Reschedule. 

12. (U) RECOMMENDATION: Retain. 
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JULLS REMEDIAL ACTION PROJECT (RAP) REPORT 

RAP No: 608 1 JULLS No: 10558-00208 (00608), Last Update: 01/05/90 

1. (U) TITLE: DoD Media Pool Activites. 

2. (U) OPR: OASD(PA), CDR THOMAS, 223-1076, (202)693-1076. 

J. (U) KEYWORDS : • 

4. (U) SOURCES: 

a. 03060-36657 ELIGIBLE RECEIVER89-l/09 by OASD (PA). 
b. 03061-73861 ELIGIBLE RECEIVER89-1/79 by OASD (PA). 
c. 03058-18455 ELIGIBLE RECEIVER89-l/80 by OASD (PA) • 

5. (U) PROBLEM: The JTF would not permit on-scene, post 
hostilities media pool coverage, provided misleading information 
to the media pool and lacked guidance on how to host the DoD 
Media Pool. 

G. (U) DISCUSSION: The DoD Media Pool is a relatively new 
concept. With National Command Authority approval, the DoD 
National Media Pool deploys at DoD expense to report on military 
operations. The media pool is a DoD effort to improve public 
understanding and thereby gain greater public acceptance of the 
government's actions through expanded media access to the 
operation. The JTF did not understand the National Command 
Authority's media pool objectives and did not, therefore, see 
the need to bring the media pool forward as soon as the 
objective airfield was reasonably safe. During a press 
conference, members of the media pool were given information 
that was not factual and had several inconsistencies. This left 
the JTF with a continuing credibility problem. 

During contingency operations the JTF becomes responsible 
for hosting the media pool, and achieving the National Command 
Authority's objectives in deploying the pool. The JTF 
commander, working through his public affairs liaison, must 
maintain control of the media pool's itinerary. For operational 
security reasons, media pool access to communications is 
controlled and report contents screened to avoid an inadvertent 
compromise. However, the goal is for media pool members to file 
more accurate and timely stories than would be possible without 
DoD and JTF assistance. 

7. (U) SOLUTION: The Office of the Assistant Secretary of 
Defense (Public Affairs) issue a DoD directive on national media 
pool operations. The directive should serve as a single source 
for CINes and Task Force commanders on how to host and manage a 
med ii!.JlOOl. 

8. (U) STATUS RECOMMENDATION: Retain. 

9. (U) COMMENTS: compiled from three separate JULLS from 
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USCINCCENT MACD!LL &FB FL//CC/CC// 
USCINCEUA V&!H!NGEN G£//ECCC// CINC,OA FT MCPHERSON G&//CC/1 
USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI 
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CMC WASHINGTON DC 

UNCLAS·SECTION 01 OF 02 
SU8u£CT: 000 NATIONAL NEOlA POOL PLANNING AIOUIAIMENTS 

7HE RICENT 000 NAT'!ONAL NEOlA POOL DEPLOYMENT TO PANAMA FDA 
OPERATION JuST CAUSE WAS ITS FIRST DEPLOYMENT TO COVER AN ACTUAL 
:OMBAT OPERATION. A 000 ANALYSIS OF TM£ DEPLOYMENT. WHICH lNCLUOEO 
:OMMENTS FROM THE REPORTERS IN THE PANAMA POOL, TME COMMANDS 
:NVOLY£0. &NO THE MILITARY ESCORTS. REVEALED SEVERAL AREAS TM&T 
NEED TO BE IMPAOVEO IN THE OPERATIONAL PLANNING PROCESS &NO 
GCVEANING POLICIES FOR TM£ POOL. 
:. ~HE 000 NATIONAL MEOlA POOL WAS DEVELOPED SV THE DEPARTMENT 
C~ OEF£NSE BECAUSE OF PROBLEMS IN HANDLING MEOlA ASPECTS OF T~£ 
~·ENAOA OPERATION. AFTER TMAT OPERATION. ~HE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
~CINT CHIEFS OF S~AFF CONVENED THE SIDLE PANEL TO DETERMINE HOW 
2£ST TO ACCOMMODATE THE LEGITIMATE NEEDS Of THE MEOlA TO REPORT 
:N MILITARY OPERATIONS. THE PANEL CONCLUDED THAT MILITARY 
C~EAATIONS SHOULD HAVE OPEN MEOlA COVERAGE wHENEVER POSSIBLE. 
~owEVER, FOR OPERATIONA~ SECURITY, IT SUGGESTED ESTA!LISHING A 
5~ALL POOL OF MEOlA 70 COVER AN OPERATION UNTIL OPEN COVERAGE 
COULD !E ARRANGED. CONSEOVENTLY, IN 198~. THE SECRETARY OF 
~EFENSE ESTABLISHED THE DOD NATIONAL MEOlA POOL. CONSISTING OF A 
SMALL CONTINGENT OF MEOlA WHICH REMAINS ON ALERT IN WASHINGTON, 
~.C .. &NO IS AVAILABLE FOR INMEOIATE. wORLOWIOE DEPLOYMENT. 
3. THE GRENADA ANO PANAMA OPERATIONS CLEARLY REVEALED TM£ MEOlA'S 
NEED FOR ANO ACCESS TO INFORMATION. DURING TME FIRST ~· HOURS OF 
THE GRENADA ACTION. MOQE THAN 600 REPORTERS ATTEMPEO TO GAIN 
ACCESS TO THE OPERATION. IN PANAMA, MORE THAN 800 REPORTERS 
!'VEWTUALLY ARRIVED ON• SCENE. IN BOTH CASU. THE LARGE NUMIIER OF 
JOURNALISTS OVERWHELMED THE ASSETS AVAILABLE TO SUPPORT THEM. 
ALTERNATIVELY. THE NATIONAL MEOlA POOL, CONSISTING OF UP TO •E 
MEOlA &NO 3 ESCORT OFFICERS. IS STRUCTURED TO PROVIDE MEOlA 
COv£RAGE OF MILITARY ACTIVITIES UNTIL THE COMMAND HAS MAO TIME TO 
!7A!!LIZE THE SITUATION ANO ESTA!LISH OPEN MEOlA COVERAGE. ONCE 
OPEN COVERAGE IS ACHIEVED. THE POOL IS TO EE OISBlNOEO. 
• AL1HOUGM THE MEOlA wAS DEPLOYED DURING OPERATION JUST CAUSE. 
:r WAS UNABLE TO COVER MI~ITARV ACTION UNTIL TM£ SECOND DAY 
ANO. :ONSEOUENTLY. 010 NOT PERFORM AS ~LANN£0. THE ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE !PUBLIC AFFAIRS) &NO THE JOINT STAFF ARE 
WORKING TOGETHER TO EVALUATE AND SOLVE TME PROBLEMS THE MEOlA 
OOOL EXPERIENCED CURING OPERATION JUST CAUSE. THOSE SOLUTIONS 
wiLL BE INCORPORATED INTO A NEW 000 DIRECTIVE ON THE NATIONAL 
MEOlA POOL WHICH WILL BE FOAWAROEO TO ALL COMMANDS ANO THE SERVICES 
'DR STAFFING IN THE NEXT FEW MONTHS. UNTI~ IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
NEW INSTRUCTION. THIS MESSAGE CONTAINS THE BASIC GUIDANCE TO IE 
USED IN PLANNING FOR ACCOMMOOA;ING A 000 MEOlA POOL DURING BOTH 
EXERCISE 'NO CONTINGENCY OPERATIONS. 
~ COMMANDERS ARE REMINDED THAT MILITAAV ACTION$ IN GA(NAOA ANO 
OANAMA OEMONSTRATEO THAT OTHERWISE SUCCESSFUL QPEAATlQNS ARE NOT 
TOTAL SUCCESSES UNLESS THE MEOlA ASPECTS AA( PROPERLY HANDLED. 
eOTM OPERATIONS. ALTHOUGH SUCCESSFUL. PAOOUC£0 SCM£ UNFAVORABLE 
AND OFTEN INCORRECT NEW$ STORIES. WHICH DETRACTED FROM THE 
CPERATION. 
6, COMMANDERS ARE kEMINOEO THAT TM£ MEDIA ASPECTS OF MILITARY 
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.JOINT STAFF 
INFO SERVICE CENTER 

O~ERATIONS Aq[ IMPORTANT. WILL GET NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL 
ATTENTION. AND WARRANT YOUR PERSONAL ATTENTION. aS STATED IN THE 
-~INT OPERATIONAL PLANNING GU!OANCE. ~CPS VOLUME :v. PLANNING FOR 
""[ COO NATIONAL MEDIA POOL IS A REQUIREMENT FOR ALL CONTINGENCY 
PLANS. AOOITIONALLV. SUCH PLANNING SHOULD BE INCORPORATED INTO ALL 
O&RT I SIGNIFICANT MILITARY EXERCISES (EXCEPT FOR CPX. NUCLEAR 
•CC!DENT/INC!OENTS. ANO COMBIN£0/~0INT SPECIAL OPERATIONS 
£XERClSESiFTX•s J. MEOlA COVERAGE AND POOL SUPPORT REQUIREMENTS 
UUST IE PLANNED SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH OP[qATIONAL PLANS ANO SHOULD 
•ODRESS ALL ASPEC!S OF OPERATIONAL ACTIVITY. INCLUDING D!q[CT 
:~M&AT, MEDICAL. PRISON[q•OF•wAA, REFUGE£. EOUIPM[NT qEPAIR. 
•£FUELING AND REAqMING. CIVIC ACTION. ANO STABILIZATION ACTIVITIES. 
PUBLIC AFFAiqS ANNEXES SHOULD RECEIVE COMMAND ATTENTION WHEN 
FOqMULATING AND REVIEWING ALL SUCH PLANS. 
1 COMMANDERS ARE qEMINOEO THAT HOST NATION SENSITIVITIES 
~~OULO BE CONSIDERED IN PLANNING TO RECEIVE THE NATIONAL MEOlA 
POOL. COMMANDERS SHOULD WORK CLOSEL• WITH TH£ COUNTqy TEAM TO 
EFFECT APPROPqiATE "est NATION COORDINATION. 
$. rHE NEXT OEPLOYMENT OF THE NATIONAL MEOlA POOL MAY OCCUR AT 
ANY TIME TO EiTHER AN EXERCISE DR REAk•WORLO CONTINGENCY OPERATION. 
AS A MINIMUM rHt POOL WILL REOUIRE TH{ FOLLOWING T~[ATER SUPPORT: 

A. ~All•. COMPREHENSIVE. UNCLASSIFIED OPERATIONAL BRIEFINGS 
'OA POOL PERSONNEL. . 

e. ACCESS ~0 AREAS OF ONGOING COMB•TtEXEAC!SE OPERATIONS. ~HE 
Y.EOIA PEAL!%£ ANO ACCEPT rH[R£ :s AN ELEMENT OF QlSK INVOLVED IN 
~CCOMP&NYING M!Ll~AAY •ORCES INTO C0M8AT. rHtiR PERSONAL SAFETY 
:s N07 A A[ASON •OR ~XCLUOING rHEM •M AN 'RE• 0' ONGOING OPERATIONS. 
~SSENTIALLY. ~HE GOAL SHOULD BE To TREAT REPORTERS AS MEMBERS OF 
-~E UNITS, •L•OwiNG THEM TO MOVE WITH THE UNITS. WITHOUT RECKLESSLY 
~!POSING THEM TO "OSTlLE FIRE. WHENEVER POSSl!L~. rHEIA COVERAGE 
S~OULO SE FAOM PCSI~IONS OF RE«SONABLE S&FE!v 

C. RE•SONAILE ACCESJ ~0 K[Y COMMAND &NO STAF' PERSONNEL. . 
•cL lNFORMAllON GoVEN OUT BY !HESE PERSONNEL Wll" !E UNCLASSIFIED 
ANO ON THE RECORD. 

o. AN OFFICE~ FADM THE SUPPORTED COMMAND IN THE GRACE OF 0•! 
OR 0·6 TO COORDINATE MEDIA POOL REQUIREMENTS. THIS OFFICER WOULD 
NORMALLY BE THE COMMAND PAC, ANO SHOULD BE INTIMATELY FAMILIAR 
wiTH MEOlA POOL OPERATIONS. THE ONGOING OPERATION. ANO PARTICIPATING 
COMMANDS. THIS OFFICER SMOULD HAVE IMMEDIATE AND UNRESTRICTED ACCESS 
TO THE COMMANDER TO RESOLVE MEOlA POOL PROBLEMS AS THEY ARISE. 

E. ITINERARY PLANNING THAT WILL ENAILE MEDIA POOL MEMBE~S TO 
OISPEASE THROUGHOUT THE COMBAT AREA IN OROEA TO PROVIDE 8ALANCEO 
:~VERAGE OF OPERATIONS. ANC TO REGROUP PERIODICALLY TO SHARE 
:NFORM&TION AND FILE STORIES. COMMANDS SHOULD PLAN FROM THE 
~NSfT OF THE OPER•TION ~0 OIVIO£ THE POOL INTO SMALL ELEMENTS OF 
FQOM 1 • 3 PERSONS. ~0 DISPERSE THOSE ELEMENTS THROUGHOUT THE. 
AQ[A Of OPERATION TC FACILITATE COVERAGE OF rHE ENTIAt OPERATION. 
TO PEAICDICALL' RETURN THEM TO A CENTRAL LOCATION TO POOL THEIR 
~&TERI&L. ~NO ~~EN ro RETURN THEM TO THE OPERATIONAL AREA SO THAT 
•"EY MAY CONTINUE COVERING THE OPERAt:ONAL ACTIVITIES. THIS 
i!T 
UNCLAS FINAL SECTION CF 02 
CYCLE SHOULD BE ~EPEATEO THROUGHOUT THE DEPLOYMENT. AT A MINIMUM 
OF ONCE A CAY. 

F: COOPUoT!ON FROM ALL FORCES PAIIT!CIPATING IN THE OPERATION/ 
EXERCISE ON A NOT•TO•INTERFERE BASIS. NEWS MEOlA REPRESENTATIVES 
"AVE A LEGITIMATE ROLE TO FULFILL IN A COMBAT AREA. SINCE THE 
EARLIEST CAYS OF OUR NATION. THEY HAVE HELPED THE MILITARY SERVICES 
&NO T"E DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE KEEP THE AMERICAN PUBLIC INFORMED 
OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE U.S. ARMED FORCES. 
9. SUPPO~TEC COMMANDERS WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR PLANNING ~OGISTICAL 
SUPPORT FOR POOL &NO ESCORT PERSONNEL OUT OF EXISTING EXERCISE 0~ 
CONTINGENCY FUNDS. THE NATIONAL MEOlA POOL MAY CONSIST OF UP TO 
16 MEOlA PERSONNEL ANO I ESCORT OFFICERS 12 ~00 l 1 JCSl. REOUIREO 
SUPPORT MAY INCLUDE. 8UT MAY NOT EE LIMITED TO: 

A. EXISTlNG CONTINGENCY/EXERCISE AIRLIFT FADM CONUS TO &REA 
~F OPERATIONS OR EXERCISE AND RETURN. 

e. THEATf~ GAOUNO. SEA, AND AI~ TRANSPORTATION TO ALLOW FOR 
•ODL COVERAGE OF OPERATIONS. 

C. MESSING &NO BILLETING ON A REIMBURSABLE BASIS. 
O. !SSUANCE OF ANY GEAR CONSIOE~EO APPROPRIATE TO THE 

~ITU&TION lE.G .. HELMETS, CANTEENS. FLAK VESTS, ETC. I. 
E ACCESS TO COMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES TO FILE STORIES ON AN 

EXPEDITED e&SIS. 
F. MEDICAL SUPPORT AS AEOUIAEO. 

'C. COMMANDS ARE ENCOURAGED TO RETRANSMIT THIS MESSAGE TO 
SUBORO!NATE C:OMIUNOS ANO UNITS. · 
'1~ THE DOD MEOlA POOL PCINT OF CONTACT !S LCOR, GREGG HARTUNG. 
USN. •v 223·•074, COMM 12021 693•1074. MESSAGE ADDRESS: SECDEF 
WASHINGTON OC//OASO:PA•OPL//. ST 



March 20, 1990 

MEMORANDUM FOR CORRESPONDENTS 

On January 8, 1990, Pete Williams, the Assistant Secretary 
of Defense for Public Affairs, asked Mr. Fred Hoffman to research 
the facts surrounding the DoD National Media Pool deployment to 
Panama in conjunction with Operation JUST CAUSE and to provide 
his findings and recommendations. 

In the report, Mr. Hoffman gives an account of the opera
tion, offers his observations about what happened, and makes 17 
recommendations he believes would improve future media pool 
operations. 

Some of the recommendations -- numbers 5, 6, 7, 8, and 10 -
will be implemented immediately. Others -- numbers 1~ 3, 4, 9, 
11, and 17 are agreed to in principle but require some refine
ment. The remaining recommendations, numbers 2, 12, 13, 14, 15, 
and 16 are under consideration and will require further consider
ation and coordination with the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Uni
fied Commands, and the media pool members. 

The Department of Defense is committed to the National Media 
Pool and will make every effort to use the pool in a way that 
serves the interests of informing the American people about 
military activities. 

-end-
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Southern Command PAOs failed to provide regular operational briefings for the pool ro !..:~~;; 
it informed of developments all through Panama. There was only one such brisling. more :;,;;.:~ 
::!~hours into the pool's four-day deployment. 

Malfunctioning fax equipment and understaffing at the Pentagon. plus communications 
problems at the Southern Command Media Center in Panama. caused serious delays in getting 
out pri.nt pool repons and still photos. 

The decision to send a news pool from Washington was highly questionable. The story 
could have-and. in my opinion. should have-been covered by a pool formed from U.S. news 
personnel already in Panama. 

Such a pool could have been put in place before American forces ar:w:ked. It could have 
had a front-row view of the assault on Noriega's main headquaners, the Commandancia. a 
short distance down the bill from Southern Command headquarters on Quarry HeightS. Some 
locally-based U.S. news personnel could have been pre-positioned to cover attacks on other key 
objectives as well. 

Colonel Ron Sconyers, then the Southern Colnmand's Public Affairs OCfteer, suggested to 
Williams that the story could be covered by a pool drawn from American news personnel 
already in Panama-persoMel with whom he had worked. Sconyers had mustered such a pool 
many times before on smaller operations without any security breach. 

It should be noted here that the Pentagon pool was established to enable U.S. news 
personnel to report the earliest possible action in a U.S. military operation in a n;mote area 
where then; was no other American mss presence. Panama did not fit that description. 

But Williams. followina discussions with Cheney, sent the national pool from Washington. 

It appears that a key reason for lb.is decision was what Cheney later described in an 
interview as a "desire to avoid beinJ criticized for not using it" in the Panama situation. 

As it turned out. the Pentagon pool landed in Panama about four hours after U.S. troops 
launched their all&Cks on key WJets. · 

Even then. whatever helicopter lift Southern Command PAOs could round up was swiftly 
snatched awaY. for hiJher priority operational purposes. Ground transpOrtation was deemed 
too risky bec1use of snipinJ. Also, the Bridge of the Americas which spans the Panama Canal 
was closed for bours on the fint day of the operation. 

The helicopter situation eased after about 36 b~urs. but the story was rapidly winding 
down by thlt time. 

From the outset, the newsmen and women i.ri the pool met one frustration after another. 

PAOs in Panama unwittin&lY fed the pool's justified. irritation by hauling its members to 
some "events" that had nothin& to do with the fighting they so badly wanted to see and 
repon. 

As a result. there were sugsestions that the pool was being manipulated to serve the Bush 
Administration's political and diplomatic interests. 



.. 

Army Lieutenant General Carl W. Stiner. who commanded 3.11 the combat troops in :he 
invasion. said he could have received a smaller pool at Ft. Bragg, ~C. and taken it with hi::1 :v 
Panama ahead of the paratroop deployment. It could have bee:~ briefed. sequestered ;;r.d 
positioned to witness the opening of the attack, said Stiner. who flew to Panama on ~!onday. 
Dec. 18. The assaults began early Dec. 20. 

Stiner's scenario would have required a much earlier callout of the pool. It actually was 
mustered the evening of Tuesday, Dec. 19. 

In fact, the pool question still was being discussed in the White House Oval Office as late 
as Tuesday afternoon and a rigo" order wasn't given by Williams to his staff and the Southern 
Command PAO until about 5 pm that day for a 7:30pm callout start·-only .5 1/2 hours 
before H-hour. 

Major General Will Roosma suggested that. in the future. the Pentagon media pool 
members should exercise several times a year with airborne uoops in conjunction with periodic 
Emergency Deployment Readiness Exerc:ises. In that way "they become pan of the team" and 
gain experience, said Roosma., who is Stiner's deputy in command of the 18th Airborne Corps. 

-More frequent pool exc::rcises-the pool was ca.IIed out oaly once last year prior to the 
P.anama deployment-might weU serYe to implant necessary gound rules and prescribed 
procedures more deeply in the minds of pool members and their bureau chiefs, particularly 
those new to pool duty. 

Periodic pool exercises with various elements of the armed forces, especially those with 
quick reaction missions, would help accustom line outfits to contact with news people. 

There was a breach of OPSEC rules by staff m!=bers of Time magazine's Washington 
bUIUU reached at a ChriStmaS party during the Panama pool ca.IIout on the evening of Dec. I 9. 
only a few hours before the pool was due to take off from Alldrews Air Force Base, MD. 

This breach resulted from an open discussion at the party about who would go for Time·· 
an assignment that should have been established by the bureau chief in advance. As Tune 
bureau chief Stanley Ooud acknowledged: "More people knew than should have known." 

But that secrecy rule violation likely could have been avoided if the Time bureau chief had 
been notifled at his office during daytime buiilless hours-something made impossible because 
of the high le¥01 Pentagon decision to delay the callout until after the evening news broadcasts 
oa TV. 

So far as I could determine. the Ttme violatioa. did not compromise the operation. 

Some of the key problems that eventually burdened the pool had their pnesis in 
oven!l\ss on secrecy and subsequmt fumbles ar the Pentagon and the Southern Command in 
November. 

As a consequence. about 'a month of possible planning time was lost and. when Operation 
Just Cause was mounted, there was no public affairs plan. 



. If the nonnal planning process had been carried out. it is quite likely that some of the 
problems which cropped up for the pool during Operation Just Cause would've been 
anticipated. A careful plan would have provided for emnarking helicopters to move :he ;:oo:. 
for dedicating aircraft to carry photographic and other pool products 10 the :L"niu:d States. 
and for adequate communications facilities to accommodate not only the pool. but the 
hundreds of other reponers and photographers who flooded into the country. 

The Southern Command did have a contingency plan for accommodating the pool. but its 
provisions were very aeneral. What was needed was a specifiC plan taiJorcd to the upcoming 
operation. · 

As Major Oeneral Roosma of the 18th Airborne Corps said, "a public affairs annex to an 
operational plan must be written in great deull." 

"The time to prepare such a plan is not during g:rcat crisis, but before hand." Roosma said. 

The fnt discussion of a possible pool to cover the lust Cause Operation came on Sunday. 
December 17, in a meeting at which President Bush presided in his srudy. That was the 
meeting thac produced the decision to send American croops into Panama. 

Cheney said the Depanmcnt of Defense pool would be activated to go in with the initial 
forces, according to White House spokesman Marlin Fiuwater, who was present. Bush asked 
whether the pool would come from Washington or would be organi%ed in Panama The 
President was told it would come from WashingtOn, Fitzwater said. Bush indicated concern as 
to whether this could be done while still protecting operational security. 

The issue came up again at the White House on Tuesday afternoon, 10 hours or so before 
the operation was due to stan. Vice President Quayle asked if the pool couldn't be organized 
in Panama rather th!ID being dispaJChed from WashingtOn, Fitzwater sa.id. adding: 

"No one had a JOOd answer u .to why it had 10 come from Wa.shingron." 

According to this ICCOIIDt, Bush and Quayle remained skeptical that the pool would be able 
10 maintain secrecy. 

In the lut.analysis, fitzwater said. •the President left it up 10 bim (Cheney)." 

MeanwhUe Oil MODday moming. Wimams said he was called to Cheney's office and told 
that the President had decided to proceed with an gperation against Noriega and that a pool 
would be used to cover it. 

"You can't mention this 10 anybody," WWiams quoted Cheney as telling him. 

Williams said be bad. seven.t COilversadons with Qeaey oa Moa.day and Tuesday. 

"There was never any doubt in anyone's mind that there was going to be a pool.'' Williams 
said. 



The Pentagon chief made it c:lear it was basically his decision. but Williams obviously was :n 
full agreement. 

. 
"We decided 7:30 pm was a good time to call it out,'' Williams said. 

"I never suggested an earlier callout." he said when asked about this. 

General Colin Powell, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, recalled the White House 
discussion about the pool on Tuesday and said "the final judgement was made in the Oval 
Office and that was that we ought tO have a pool.• 

Did Powell make any recommendalions to Cbeney or Wimams on how and when the pool 
should be called out? The four-sw general said he was "left out of the pattern" in this 
regard. that he discussed the pool with Cheney •in only the moSt general terms" a~d that "I 
left it up to Pete wmiams ... 

Lieutenant General Tom Kelly, the Joint Staff Director of Operations, said "we didn't 
play any role" in the framing of the civilian decisions on the pool callout. 

Williams said he didn't bear from senior military leaders on the question of the titning of 
the pool deployment. 

Bound by a sec:tecy rule laid down by Cheney, wmiams informed only two members of his 
staff on Monday, December 18, of the upcoming operation and the likelihood of a news pool 
being formed to cover it. These two were Deputy Assistant S~tary Bob Taylor and Major 
John Smith, Williams' Military Assistant. 

It wasn't unw the next IDDI'1IiDa that WUliama brought his own planning staff into the 
process and several hours after that on Tuesday that w;mams bepn discussions with Southern 
Command PAO Sconyers about a probable pooL 

Therefore, more than 24 hours of immediue plaluling dme was lost. 

Taylor wu set to work aatheri.ag information to refresh Williams' knowledge of pool 
callup procedures and similar mauers. Smith. who had served in the Southern Command. 
provided information on the public affairs setup down there. 

There wu some "brainstormiDg, • u Smith described it. but apparently no detailed . 
plannin& on that Mmlday. 

The only conversation OUtSide the small circle of knowledge in Williams • office came about 
midday on Monday. It was initiated by mid·level officers from the Joint Staff who wanted to 
discuss possible airlift arrangements for a media pool deployment. These discussions were 
inconclusive because options offered from the Joint Staff would have landed the pool in 
Panama about 12 hours after the arw:ks opened. 

Even after Williams brought in his planning staff to stan detailed preparations on 
Tuesday, debate over whether to use a Panama-based pool or send one from Washington 
lingered into the afternoon. 



big influx of newsmen and women. He was offered additional help early on. but declined at :he 
time. 

The upshot was that he found himself spending much of his time and energies in arranging 
billeting, food and other necessary services for hundreds of news people. To that extent. he 
was diverted from serving the pool. 

Back in WashingtOn. Colonel Alexandrakos, head of OASD(PA)'s Plans division, and some 
of his staff began the callout as ordered aubout 7:30pm Tuesday. Pool members were 
'Supposed to report to Andrews. AFB by 9:30pm for a planned departure at 11 pm. 

Immediately, the Plans officers manning the phones ran into difficulties in gelling the 
word to some of the news people on the pool roster. 

Some of this difficulty could be attributed to the fact that the callout came during the 
week before Christmas wben there were news sW'f parties and there were news people on 
vaca!ion. 

The situation wasn't helped by apparent confusion in the callout process at the Pentagon. 

Alexandrakos said be was ordered by Deputy Assistant Sec:mary Taylor in mid-callout to 
expand the pool by going back to all the wire services and inviting each to send a reporter and 
a pboiOifllpbcr. 

Taylor said in an interview Alexandrakos apparently had not understoOd that there were 
supposed to be slotS on the pool for two representatives of each of the three wire services. 
Tbar decision was made earlier on Tuesday, Taylor said. 

The pool already had been expanded in an unprec:edentcd way wben wmi!!lnS offered NBC 
the opportunity to bring along on the flight to Panama a satellite uplink dish which, together 
with itS associated equipment, weighed more than a ton. 

NBC manged for that satellite d.isb and two technicians with an outside company which 
p!Ovides such services. 

Ill effect, this add-on widened the radius of knowledge outside the normal pool. It created 
the potcritial for an OPSEC breach by technicians who never had been involved in pool 
activities and DeW:r had been subjected to the discipline of OPSEC ground rules. The satellite 
uplink. bowewr, did ltclp the NBC couespondent. Fred Francis, in beaming his broadcasts 
from Pmlft!l There is no evidence that the addition of the technicians led to any security 
c:omptomise. 

As another byproduct of the confusion wbic~ surrounded the callout, the primary pooler 
for one newspaper and his alternate both showed up at Andrews. The alternate, who did not 
make the trip. then called horne. Nonnally this would be a violation of a ground rule. but an 
csconin& officer pvc permission for the call. 

• 
Apart from the incident at the Time magazine Christmas party. there was another report 

of a security breach allegedly involving the pool. 



"Once it became clear that things wen: not going well. it should have been worked throug:O: 
command channels." the JCS Chairman said. ''It never became a matter of discussion for :-r.e 
and General Thurman.·· 

When the pool finally did get moving. Alexand.ra.kos and Sconyers kept it in a single unit 
rather than splitting it to cover more of the story. Alexand.ra.kos said the pool was kept 
together because of rransponation limitations. It was split into rwo sections on the second 
clay of the operation. 

The fusi time the pool had a chance to get anywhen: near any shooting was around 10 am 
when Sconyers managed to get a helicopter back and the group was flown to Ft. Amador, 
across the bay from Quarry Heights and the main pan of Panama City. 

Hm is the way mat Ken Merida of the Dallas MomiDg News described what the pool 
found there: 

"Even at Ft. Amador, a military installation shared by the United States and Panama under 
lhe Panama Canal Treaties. lhe action was largely over. U.S. troops had repea~y shelled the 
barracks of the Panamanian Defense Forces in the early morning hours when we wm still on a 
military rranspon plane. All that was left to do was smoke out a few n:maining Noriega 
loyalists, none of whom surrendmd ill oar pn:sence. • 

While at Ft. Amador, the poolers could see smoke rising from around the battmd n:mains 
of the Commanctand.a in Panama City several miles away. 

"We wen: told that because of continued sniper fire on the fust day it was too dangerous 
for us to visit the neighborhood of Chorillo which housed another of Noriega's headquarters 
and. was still bunting from heavy shelling by U.S. troops, • Merida sald. 

"It was also too dan,;erous. we wm told, to take a helicopter toar of Panama City." 

This issue of the pool's safety wu a son: one. Some members of the pool felt it was 
being used as an excuse by escorts to diven the newsmen and women from bot military action. 

UeuteD&Dt Colonel N~ Lonpwonh, who was chief escon for the pool at Ft. Amador, 
acknowledged that "I may have been a little too protective at Ft. Amador." Longswonh 
claimed tlw, otherwise, safety wu DOt invoked to prevent moviDg the pool to newswonhy 
sites. . . 

But Kathy Lewis, 1eponer for the Houston Post, said "we wen: often told we could NOT 
go to a cenai.D uea because of concero about snipers or other threats to oar safety." 

As for the n:jection of poolers' n:quests to be flown over the city, Longswonh said, .. I 
wasn't going to put a helicopter pilot:s life on the line to fly over the city when then: still 
was nre." 

Regardless, Longswonh said, "'Tbe pilots advised that they didn't want to fly over 
Panama City. They wm still catching rounds. This was not Cor the safety or the pool. The 
pilotS thought it would endanger their ship." 
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Members of the pool resented what they regarded as spec:i~ treatment accorded to ABC 

personality Sam Donaldson. who anived with an entourage the day after the main :~.t:lc!<s. 

.. 
:-

"'When Sam Donaldson anived. it was like the President had walked into the media center ... 
said one military escon who shared the pool's feeling of resenunent. 

This officer said Sconyers was "given over basically to supponing Sam Donaldson." 

Sconyers and his deputy, Ueutenant Colonel Bob Donnelly, made it clear they were 
unhappy at what they hinted was pressure from Washington to give Donaldson favored 
creatment. 

It is self evident that there should never be any specialtreamaent or favoritism for any 
oucsid.e aewsmen or women at the expense of the pool 

"'t was a nightmare,* said Army Captain Barbara S!lr:tiiJWl'S. 

"The faxing and refiXing operation was a nightmare." said the Houston Post's Kathy 
Lewis. 

Both were describing their experiences, thousands or miles apart. in trying to get written 
pool repons from Pan•ma to the Pentagon for distribution. 

Summers was part of an uncl.ermanned crew at the Peruagon, pppling with a faulty fax 
machine and torturous telephone QXDIDunicaD.ons. 

Lewis was a reporter servin& with the media pool in panama, harried by the same problems. 

While TV and radio newsmen with the pool transmitted their reports without major 
difficulty, the newspaper, wire service 111d mapz:iae reponcrs and still photographers ran into 
obstacle after obstacle. 

The first obstacle arose Wednesday mornin& when the initial writing pool report was tiled 
in Panama to the Pentagon. The fax machine in the Plans office was broken. As a result of 
this malfiiDI:tioa., the machine was cuuin& copy short at the marams. 

Serge.uu Rhueben Douthitt located a replacement, but then he and other staff members 
bad difficulty n:adin& the iDcotning material.. 

The Pentagon staffers then tried to phone the media center at Quarry Heights in Panama 
to clarify the copy. However, sometimes the calls were misdirected by the Quarry Heights 
switchboard and sometimes the phones in the media center went unanswered. It toOk as long 
as two hours to get a call through. 

By this time. bureau chiefs from news organizations represented on the pool were calling 
the Pentagon demanding to know why they weren't getting the pool reports from the scene. 
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.. Cynthia Johnson. Time photographer. told this story: 

"ArrangementS were supposedly made to send my Wednesday fiim out on a milit;~::· 
a.irt:raft head.ed.for Dover Air Force Base (Delaware) on Thursday. We had a courier in piace 
to transpon the film to our lab when it arrived. The plane arrived, but the film wasn't on it. 
After much phoning back and forth in the middle of the night, my film was discovered in 
someone· s in-box at Howard Air Force Base." 

Scooyers should have 111dcipated a need for dedicated aircraft u a backup in the event that 
primary transmission means failed. 

Instead, the only arrangement made wu to try to send pool materials back to the States 
on planes already scheduled to carry c:arao or passenprs. 

The problems back au the Penragon in ha.ndling the print pool reporu were aggravated by 
the fact that most of the small staff left behind by Alexandrakos wu inexperienced in pool 
mauers. 

Although Alexandrakos knew Tuesday morning that the media pool might be sent to 
Panama. he failed to make sure that each of his staff lalew what they were supposed to do 
when the copy began rolling in from Panama 

To have prepared his staff ptopomy over the long term. Alexanclrakos should have assigned 
specific: tasks to eac:h member and exercised the team periodic: ally. 

Marine Major Shelley Rogers and Captain Summers improvised. They orga.ai.zed themselves 
and two enlisted men into teams of two each so there would be 11'0und·the-c:loc:k coverage. 
This meant ~l-hour shifts. 

Rogers had additional responsibilides-sbe had to work in the Penaagon's Crisis Coordina
tion Center handUng messa&es and other wks. 

So she had to spread herself thin and this added to the burden OD the other three. 

Sergeant Doutbia was the only member of this small team wbo had experienc:e with the 
pool. When be became awue Tuesday evening of what was about to happen, be pulled out a 
binder c:ontaini.ng standard operadnJ proc:edures developed in the put and gave it to Major 
Rogers. But it wu too c:lose to the event for a simple reading of the SOP to prepare 
suffic:iendy 111ybody who bad not previously handled suc:b mponsibililies. 

Examination of the SOP sbows a total lack of any provisions for Penaagon handling of 
pool produc:rs otber than print repons. 

A;puendy there bas never been a requirement llid down by the Pentagon tbiU organi.za· 
nons panic:ipadng in the still photo ac:livities of a pool must share their productS with photo 
agencies ourside the pool. 

This is a loophole whic:h must be c:losed. The pool must serve the entire news industry. 
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7. The ASD(P A) should study a proposal by several of the Panama poolers that future pools · 
deploy in two sections. The fl.l'St section would be very small and would include only 
reponers and photographers. The second section, coming later, would bring in supponing 
gear, such as satellite uplink equipment. 

8. The aatioaal media pool should DeYet apin be herded as a single unwieldy unit. It should 
be broken up after arriving at the scene of action to cover a wider spectrum of the story and 
then be reassembled periodically to share the reporting results. 

9. The pool should be exercised at least once during each quarterly rotation with airborne and 
other types of military units most likely to be sent on emergency combat missions. 

10. During deployments, lbere should be regular briefings for pool newsmen and newswomen 
by senior opcralions officers so the poolers will have an up·to-date and complete overview of 
the progress of an operation they ue covering. · 

11. There is an UfJent neec1 for resuveruring of the cqanization which has the responsibility 
far handling pool npons sent to the Pentagon for processing and distribution. The ASD(PA) 
must assure that there is adequate staffing and enough essential equipment to handle the task. 
The Director of Plans, so long as h.e bas this responsibility, should clearly assign contingency 
duties among his staff to ensure timely handling of reports from the pool. Staffers from the 
Administration Office, Community Relations and other divisions of OASD(P A) should be 

· mobilj 1«1 to help ill such a task as needed. 

12. The ASD(PA) should give serious consideration to a suggestion by some of the pool 
members to create a new pool slot for an editor who would come to the Pentagon during a 
deployment to lend professioaal jouraalism help to the staff officers handling pool repons. 
Such a pool editor could edit copy, question content where indieated and help expedite 
distribution of the reports. 

13. The pool escorting system needs C'Y'erllaulillg as well. There is no logical reason for the 
Washington-based. cscons to be drawn from the top of the OASD(PA) Plans Division. The 
bead of that division should remain ill Washington to oversee getting out the pool products. 

Pool eteortS should be drawn from !be most appropriate service, rather than limiting 
esc:on duty to officers of the Plans Division. The individualii'I:DIIId service public affairs 
offices should be requind to assign military officers to the pool on 1 contingency basis. For 
example, if it's an Army operation, the escorts should be primarily Army officers. In the 
Panama deployment, the three Washington-based eseons wore Air Farce and Navy uniforms in 
what was an overwhelmingly Army operalion. 

Escorts should deploy in field uniforms or draw them from field commands soon after 
arriving. The Panama pool escons wore uniforms befitting a diy behind the desk at the 
Pentagon and this, I found. bad a jarring effect on !be Army people with wbom they dealt. 

14. The ASD(PA) should c:losc 1 major gap in the current system by requiring all pool 
participant organizations--whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool products 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBLIC AF"F"AIRS 

Mr. Stanley Cloud 
TIME Magazine Washington Bureau 
1050 Connecticut Ave., N.W. 
8th Floor 
Washington, DC 20036-5334 

Dear Stan, 

APR l 9 1990 

I received your letter of April 6, and appreciated hearing 
your comments. Although Fred concludes there was no compromise 
of the operation that can be traced to that specific violation of 
operational security, I'm sure you understand that the potential 
for compromise was there. However, I also realize there were 
some extenuating circumstances that made our pool call out espe
cially difficult for you to control. 

A violation of operational security is a serious matter. If 
a service member is found guilty of a security breach,.he or she 
would suffer serious consequences. 

For this reason, when a media organization signs up to 
participate in the DoD National Media Pool, we go to some lengths 
to stress to participants the importance of operational security. 
It is this pledge by the media to abide by certain ground rules 
which is the very cornerstone of the media pool concept. Our 
ground rules, which are reviewed at the bureau chief meeting at 
the beginning of each quarter, state specifically that, "Failure 
to follow these ground rules may result in your expulsion from 
the pool." 

Thanks for your candor in discussing the issue with me, 
Stan. I know that all of you at TIME want to make the pool work, 
and we appreciate your support. 

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to call me. 

Sincerely, 

Pe il iams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



TIME 
STANLEY W. ClOUD 

Wll!lhington-O.iof 

April 6, 1990 

Mr. Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
Office of Public Affairs 
Room 2-E 800 
The Pentagon 
washington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Pete: 

1o50 ~A-. NW. 
Suile 850 
Weshing!OO, O.C. 20036·5334 

202·861-4000 

Thanks for sending me a copy of Fred Hoffman's report. I 
read it with interest, agree with much of it, and look forward 
to the additional discussions you mentioned. 

For the record, however, I feel obliged to point out that 
Hoffman doesn't have it quite right about TIME's alleged 
"breach of OPSEC rules." There was no "open discussion 
at the [Christmas] party about who would go for TIME." Larry 
Barrett and I discussed the matter with two of the correspondents 
whom we had long-since designated to be in the pool. For 
reasons having to do with holiday plans, both asked to be 
excused. Later, Barrett talked to Dick Thompson, who agreed 
to go in their place. Since all these discussions took place 
in a corner of the Kennedy Center restaurant, with only 90 
minutes to go before the deadline for arriving at Andrews, 
they created something of a stir, particularly among the spouses 
of the affected correspondents. Hence, my remark to Hoffman 
that "more people knew than should have known." 

But, given the circumstances surrounding the callup and the 
fact that the entire TIME bureau was in a restaurant when it 
occurred, I insist that, any "breach of OPSEC rules" was not 
only unintentional but, more important, totally unavoidable. 

Sincerely, 

SWC/jrs 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. Z0301·1400 

PUBL.IC AFFAIRS 

Mr. William I. Greener 
619 Maple Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 60091 

Dear Bill: 

APR 2 6 199g 

I received your letter of April 4, and would like to thank 
you for your observations and advice. We are working to improve 
any future media pool deployments by implementing suggestions 
made by Fred Hoffman, the Joint Staff, the bureau chiefs and 
others. 

We look forward to seeing you on your next trip to Washing
ton. Until then, I will keep you informed of our efforts to make 
the media pool more effective and appreciate your interest in 
this matter. 

I might add that when I conveyed your comments to Pete 
Alexandrakos he said, "Bill who?" I'm sure his memory will 
improve by the time you come to visit. 

Sincerely, 

Signed 
Pete Williams 

~~"'~lr!:Wfs 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



April 4, 1990 

Honorable Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1400 

(Public Affairs) 

RE: Review of Panama Pool Deployment 

Dear Mr. secretary: 

Thank you for the report prepared by Fred Hoffman. It 
was as expected hard hitting and ~ helpful. I had the 
opportunity to briefly discuss the report with Fred last 
Sunday, so the actual report was very welcome. 

While you need more advice like a hole in the head, I 
can't help but remind you that everything in the·report 
boils down to planninq, planninq, planninq. You might 
tell Pete Alexandrakos that I thought I had taught him 
better than that. Seriously, please give Col. Alexandrakos 
my best. 

I told Dick Cheney that I am more than willing to help 
in any way you think would be worthwhile. I will give you 
a call on my next trip to Washington with the hope that we 
can have that long delayed visit. 

Again, my thanks for keeping me advised. All the best, 

,. - . ., 

Sincerely, 

~ 
William I. Greener 
619 Maple Ave. 
Wilmette, Il. 60091 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

PUBLIC AF"F"AIRS 

Mr. Andrew J. Glass 
Chief of Bureau 
Cox Newspapers 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

2000 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Suite 10000 
Washington, DC 20006-1894 

Dear Andy: 

I received your letter of April 4, and would like to thank 
you for your observations. You certainly make some good points. 
We are working to improve any future media pool deployments by 
implementing suggestions made during the course of recent bureau 
chief meetings and also those made by Fred Hoffman, the Joint 
Staff, and many individuals, such as yourself. 

I can assure you that the Secretary of Defense strongly 
supports the pool concept and is personally committed to imple
menting changes necessary to make future pool deployments a total 
success. We will keep you informed of our progress in this area 
and hope that you will remain personally involved in our effort 
to improve the media pool. 

Sincerely, 
Signed 

Pete Williams 
M.sistant Secreta!) 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 
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Co~ 
WASHINGTC 

200l~Avtn 

Was~on, D.C. 20C06-

NEWS"""PERS T~, 202 331.()900; T-
r-1"'\ Fax: 202 331·1055 

Andrew J. Glass 
Bureau Chief 

Mr. Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

for Public Affairs 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.,C. 20301-lllOO 

Dear Pete: 

Lu {)f_ JJ~u-tu"V 

Vr~ ~ q Je..rftll 
.tu_4~~ 

-to~.~ 

Thanks for sending me a copy of Fred Hoffman's report how things went 
with the Pentagon press pool during the Panama operation. It was also good to 
hear that you are moving to fix some of the more glaring problems. 

Nevertheless, I was disturbed to hear Secretary Cheney tell the newspaper 
editors today that he would always choose protecting military lives over the 
"legitimate interests of the press." 

In the first place, the press has no "legitimate interests." The American 
public, however, does. The pool is there to represent the rest of us. The 
press is there as the eyes and ears of the public. That's our "mission." And, 
if we are not going to go the way of Rome, Pete, i think it's vital that that 
mission be accomplished as well. 

In the second place, the Secretary need never make such a choice. It 
should be possible to devise a plan that safeguards operational security and 
still offers reporters a window. If that means a much smaller pool, so be it: 
even one good reporter is better than none. If that means sequestering people 
for a couple of days, so be it. If a reporter gets hurt, that's too bad. It 
won't be the first time and it goes with the job. 

Sincerely, 

drew J. Glass 
Chief of Bureau 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBL.IC: AFFAIRS 

Mr. Robert Hey 
Bureau Manager 
Christian Science Monitor 
910 16th Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Mr. Hey: 

~1 5 JUH t99a 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements .of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

nThe ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether prin~, still photo, TV or radio---to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Po.ol 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and ita main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sinc::J5-

~--~ 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affaire) 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

f'UBI.IC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Reg Murphy 
President and Publisher 
Baltimore Sun 
501 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore, MD 21278 

Dear Mr. Murphy: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

· One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print; still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this let.ter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

~1/L 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affaire) 



ASSIST ANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBLIC AF'F"AIRS 

Mr. Kevin Klose 
Deputy National Editor 
Washington Poet 
1150 15th Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20071 

Dear Mr. Klose: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA} should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

-f~ 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSIST ANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1400 

I'Uili..IC AF'F' AIRS 

Mr. William Beecher 
Washington Bureau Chief 
Minneapolis Star and Tribune 
1627 Eye Street, N.w .• Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Mr. Beecher: 

2 5 JUN 1930 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print; still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products vi th all elements of the news industry. Po·ol 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

f(JilUJ~ 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSIST ANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. Z0301·1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Ms. Deborah Orin 
Washington Bureau Chief 
New York Post 
1112 National Press Building 
Washington, DC 20045 

Dear Ms. Orin: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products witfi all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the enti're 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

-
Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

r • 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. Z0301-1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Nick Horrock 
Washington Bureau Chief 
Chicago Tribune 
1615 L Street, N.W. 
Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20036 

Dear Nick: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products witn.all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire U.S. news industry, and ita main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

Utll~ 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Ronald Cohen 
Executive Editor 
USA Today 
1000 Wilson Boulevard 
16th Floor 
Arlington, VA 22209 

Dear Mr. Cohen: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with· all elements of the news industry. Po.ol 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

).-JILVY/1/ 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affaire) 



ASSIST ANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. Z0301·1400 

PUI!ILI<; AFFAIRS 

Mr. Sam Stanton 
Washington Bureau Chief 
Central Newspapers 
1000 National Press Building 
Washington, DC 20045 

Dear Mr. Stanton: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print; still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely •--... 

f}tuJ~~ 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. Z0301-1400 

PUBLIC AF'F'AtRS 

Mr. Clark Hoyt 
Bureau Chief 
Knight-Ridder Newspapers 
700 National Preas Building 
Washington, DC 20045 

Dear Clark: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD{PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print·; still photo, TV or radio--to share al,l pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

--~ Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

{Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Arnaud de Borchgrave 
Editor-in-Chief 
Washington Times 
'600 New York Avenue, N.E. 
Washington, DC 20002 

Dear Mr. de Borchgrave: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Po.ol 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

~-J)Pt~· 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Ms. Kathy Lewis 
Washington Bureau Chief 
Houston Post 
1206 National Preas Building 
Washington, DC 20045 

Dear Kathy: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether prin~, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

-
Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

-~· 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Carl P. Leubsdorf 
Bureau Chief 
Dallas Morning News 
1012 National Press Building 
Washington, DC 20045 

Dear Carl: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products vi tti all elements of the news industry. Po.ol 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Cragg Hines 
Washington Bureau Chief 
Houston Chronicle 
801 18th Street, N.W. 
Suite 603 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Mr. Hines: 

1 5 JUN 1990. 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama S9¥S that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(FA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizationa..
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Fool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and ita main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

-~yj;-s 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. Z0301·1400 

PUBLIC AF'F'AIRS 

Mr. Douglas Turner 
Washington Bureau Chief 
The Buffalo Evening News 
1141 National Press Building 
Washington, DC 20045 

Dear Mr. Turner: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share al·l pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and ita main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

v'a,F:-
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affaire) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 1 5 JUN 1990 

Mr. Steven Kurkjian 
Washington Bureau Chief 
Boston Globe 
2000 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 3800 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Mr. Kurkjian: 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations--
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

;ti;i·· 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF CEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBLIC AF'FAIRS 

Mr. Al .Bunt 
Washington Bureau Chief 
Wall Street Journal 
1025 Connecticut Avenue, 
Washington, DC 20036 

Dear Al: 

1 5 JUN 197J 

N.W. 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industr,y. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Po.ol 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

--I~ 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. ZOJOI-1400 

PUBLIC A,.,.AIRS 

Mr. George Condon 
Managing Editor 
Copley Neve Service 
1100 National Press Building 
Washington. DC 20045 

Dear Mr. Condon: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether prin~, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Po.ol 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. neve industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

-
Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

-r~·-
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, O.C. Z030H400 

PUBLIC AF'F'AIRS 

Mr. Howell Raines 
Washington Editor 
New York Times 
1627 Eye Street, N.W. 
7th Floor 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Howell: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print1 still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

.~-
-tl~ 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBLIC Af'f'AIRS 1 5 JUN 1990 

Mr. Robert Adams 
Washington Bureau Chief 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
1701 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 550 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Mr. Adams: 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print·, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20301·1400 

PUBLIC AF'F'AIRS 

Mr. Phil Gaily 
Washington Bureau Chief 
St. Petersburg Times 
1414 22ND Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20037 

Dear Mr. Gaily: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

-
Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

~- ~ 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

Puauc AF'F'AIRS 1 5 J UN 1990 

Ms. Barbara Cohen. 
Vice President/Bureau Chief 
CBS 
2020 M Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20036 

Dear Barbara: 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether prin-t; still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

PUBLfC Af"F'AtRS 

Mr. David Oziel 
News Director 
UPI Radio 
1400 E,ye Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear David: 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301·1400 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print; still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

Wifr~ 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. David A. Wieseler 
Bureau Chief 
United Preas International 
1400 Eye Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear David: 

1 5 JUN lSSO 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print; still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire U.S. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF' DEFENSE 

PUBL.IC AFFAtRS 

Mr. Bruce Russell 
Chief of Bureau 
Reuters 
1333 H Street, N.W. 
Suite 410 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Bruce: 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20301·1400 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print·, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF' DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBLIC AFFAlRS 

Mr. George Watson 
Washington Bureau Chief 
ABC News 
1717 DeSales Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20036 

Dear George: 

1 5 JUtl 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Bill Headline . 
Vice President and Bureau Chief 
CNN 
111 Massachusettes Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20001 

Dear Bill: 

l 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by re~uiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

-
Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sin~:~r· 
~- (1/V~ 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. O.C. 20301-1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Timothy Russert 
Vice President and Bureau Chief 
NBC 
4001 Nebraska Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20016 

Dear Tim: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this let.ter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBLIC AFFAiRS 

Ms. Robin Sproul 
News Director 
ABC Radio 
1717 DeSales Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20036 

Dear Robin: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print; still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. Z0301·1400 

PUBL.IC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Brad Kalbfeld 
Deputy Director/Managing Editor 
AP Radio Network 
1825 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20006-1253 

Dear Mr. Kalbfeld: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print; still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire U.S. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSIST ANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Ms. Evelyn Thomas 
Manager of Radio News 
CBS Radio 
2020 M Street, N.w. 
Washington, DC 20036 

Dear Ms. Thomas: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the cur rent 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print·, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBLIC AFF'AIR$ 

Mr. Craig Warner 
News Manager 
Mutual/NBC Radio 
1755 South Jefferson 
Arlington, VA 22202 

Dear Mr. Warner: 

1 5 JUN 19go 

Davie Highway 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

~The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print., still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire U.S. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

)JJJ)/fl~-
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

{Public Affairs) 



ASSIST ANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

PUBLIC AFF'AIRS 

Mr. Jeff Rosenberg 
Executive Producer 
National Public Radio 
2025 M Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20036 

Dear Jeff: 

WASHINGTON, D.C. Z0301·1400 

1 5 JUt. ~~ " 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

-
Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

Yd/-c 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSIST ANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Richard Rieman 
Washington Bureau Chief 
Unistar Radio 
2000 North 15th Street 
Suite 200 
Arlington, VA 22201 

Dear Dick: 

IJ 5 JUN 19~0 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, _p;:-· 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBI..IC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Larry Liebert I::: 
Washington Bureau Chief 
San Francisco Chronicle 
1085 National Press Building 
Washington, DC 20045 

Dear Larry: 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



. . 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
1 5 JUN 1990 

Mr. Jonathan P. Wolman 
Bureau Chief 
Associated Press 
2021 K Street, N.W. 
Suite 600 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Jon: 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print~. still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

:')it-
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, C.C. 20301·1400 

PUSLtC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Stanley Cloud 
Bureau Chief 
Time Magazine 
1050 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
8th Floor 
Washington, DC 20036-5334 

Dear Stan: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

-
Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Since~rel:v., 

)

J -

- ' if\. 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. Z0301·1400 

PUBLIC AF'F'AIRS 

Mr. Evan Thomas 
Bureau Chief 
Newsweek 
1750 Pennsylvania Avenue, 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Evan: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

N.W. 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether prinh still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the cur~ent media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

-JI}/:·--
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

{Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBLIC AF"F"AIRS 

Mr. Carey English 
Chief of Correspondents 
u.s. News and World Report 
1750 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Mr. English: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print; still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire U.S. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

:;J;c-
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSIST ANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBL.IC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Jonathan P. Wolman 
Bureau Chief 
Associated Press 
2021 K Street, N.W. 
Suite 600 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Jon: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print., still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

:J);:--
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. C.C. 20301·1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS J 5 JUN l99Q 

Mr. Robert G. Fichenberg 
Washington Bureau Chief 
Newhouse News Service 
2000 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 3900 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Mr. Fichenberg: 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news indust~. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whethe::- prin'!i, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. O.C. Z0301·1400 

PUBL.IC AF'FAJRS 

Mr. Dave Montgomery 
Washington Bureau Chief 
Capital Cities Communications, 
1717 DeSales Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20036 

Dear Dave: 

1 5 J UN 1990 

Inc./ABC 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices.• 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



As of June 8, 1990 

PROPOSED MEDIA POOL GROUND RULES 

You have been selected to participate as a member of the DoD 
National Media Pool. The ground rules below will protect the 
security of the operation and the safety of the troops involved, 
while allowing you the greatest permissible freedom and access in 
covering the story as representatives of all U.S. media. 

Prior to your departure, do not tell anyone that the pool 
has been activated. This is absolutely essential to preserve 
security in the event of an actual contingency operation. 

You may not file stories or otherwise attempt to communi
cate with any individual about the operation until stories and 
all other information (from videotape, sound bites, photo cut
lines, etc.) have been pooled with other pool members. This 
pooling may take place at a pool member meeting during or immedi
ately following the operation. You will be expected to brief 
other pool members concerning your experiences. Detailed 
instructions on filing will be provided by your military escorts 
at an appropriate time. 

You must remain with the escort officers at all times, 
until released--and follow their instructions regarding your 
activities. These instructions are not intended to hinder your 
reporting and are given only to facilitate movement of the pool 
and ensure troop safety. 

The DoD National Media Pool is a non-competitive pool 
that represents the entire O.S. news industry. Therefore, all 
O.S. news media will have equal access to print, still photo, 
audio and video products resulting from media pool deployments. 

Failure to follow these ground rules may result in your 
expulsion from the pool. 

Your participation in the pool indicates your understand
ing of these guidelines and your willingness to abide by them. 

Additional ground rules developed by the news organizations 
within the pool are attached. 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. Z0301·1400 

PUBI..IC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Patrick Sloyan 
Washington Correspondent 
News day 
1001 Pennsylvania Avenue, 
Suite 1250 
Washington, DC 20004 

Dear Pat: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

N.W. 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD( PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Po~l 

participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

-
Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBl..IC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Andrew J. Glass 
Washington Bureau Chief 
Cox Newspaper 
2000 Pennsylvania Avenue, 
Suite 1000 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Andy: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

N.w. 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print; still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire U.S. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

~~---· 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



26 July 1990 

RESPONSES TO GROUND RULE CHANGE PROPOSAL 

1. ABC RADIO - Robin Sproul 
2. NEW YORK TIMES - Howell Raines 
3. NEWHOUSE NEWSPAPERS - Robert Fichenberg 
4. KNIGHT RIDDER- Clark Hoyt 
5. GANNETT NEWSPAPERS - Ron Cohen 
6. COX NEWSPAPERS - Andrew Glass 
7. SCRIPPS HOWARD NEWSPAPERS- Dan Thomasson 
8. WALL STREET JOURNAL -Albert Hunt 
9. AP - Jonathan Wolman 
10. WASHINGTON TIMES - Arnaud de Borchgrave 
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ABC News 1717 DeSales Street, N W Washrnglon, D C. 20036 (202) 887-7600 

Robin Vlerbuchen Sproul 
WaShington Bureau Chiel 
Radio 

July 2, 1990 

The Honorable Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1400 

Dear Pete: 

I received your letter regarding the proposed rule changes for the DoD 
National Media Pool. I don't believe there has been a problem in the 
past in sharing audio from the radio pool member among all. interested 
parties. However, the word "equal" in the new language could pose 
some serious technical problems in the future. 

If "equal" is construed to mean that any media organization wanting 
access to radio feeds must receive live audio at the same time and 
same quality as the radio network pool, problems arise. The radio 
networks have a Washington-based live audio distribution system in 
place. It does not have add-on capacity at this time. In the past, 
the radio networks have provided taped copies of the radio feeds to 
those requesting them, and we have attempted live feeds to others via 
AT&T toll in Washington, or by telephone (not "broadcast quality"). 

In short, I have no problem with the spirit of the new language. I do 
think, however, that the word "equal" has to be dropped or further 
defined. 

Sincerely, 



-

IJ,eJebJUorklbnu 

June 27, 1990 

WASHINGTON BUREAU 
16211 STREET, N.W. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006 
(202) IISNl3llO 

Mr. Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
(Public Affairs). 
Washington, D.c. 20301-1400 

Dear Pete: 

I agree with your decision on 
sharing of pool information. 
interested to know if you are 
resistance in other quarters. 

the universal 
I would be 
encountering 

I do not recall hearing any dissent in our 
most recent meeting at the Pentagon. 

On another matter, our executive editor, Max 
Frankel, raised the question with me recently 
of whether we should apply for inclusion in 
the pools as a wire service. The New York 
Times is one of several large newspapers or 
chains that maintains its own wire service. 
Presently, ours has 354 domestic clients and 
150 foreign clients, making it one of the 
largest syndicates. I'd be interested in 
knowing your initial thoughts on this. 

Best regards, 



NEWHOUSE NEWS SERVICE 
NEWHOUSE NEWSPAPERS 

~UITf 3900 • 2000 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, NW 

WASHINCTON, D.C. 20006 

Q02) 71s.GID1 TELEX' 019·2341 

Robert C. Fidltnbe,. 
~ AHD IUIUAU OIIIEF 
DIUCT OW.: QQJJ liJ.7NJ 

Mr. Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1400 

Dear Pete: 

ANN A.ll801l NEWS 
BAY CITY TIMES 
BIRMINGHAM NEWS 
CLMLAND PLAIN DEALER 
FLINT JOURNAL 
CRAND RAPIDS PRESS 
HARRISBURG PATRIOT 
HARRISBURG EVENING NEWS 
HUNTSVILLE TIMES 
JACKSON CITIZEN PATRIOT 
JERSCY JOURNAl. 
M""""-!00 CAZETTf 
MIS51551PPf Pfl£55 

MOBILE PRESS 
MOBILE IECISTER 
MUSKEGON CHRONICLE 
NEWARK STAR·LEDCER 
NEW ORLEANS TIMES..PICAYUNE 
PORTLAND OREGONIAN 
~CINAWNEWS 
SPRINGFIELD UNION-NEWS 
STAnN ISLAND ADVANCE 
SYRACUSE HERALD-JOURNAL 
SYRACUSE POST-51.-*.NCMRD 
THE nMES OF TRENTON 

June 19, 1990 

I agree completely with Fred Hoffman's recommendation that the 
guidelines on pool participation be amended to make equal and unrestricted 
access to pool products mandatory for participation in the pool. 

The very nature and definition of a news pool make it obvious that 
members of a pool are agents for their peers, including their competition, 
and anyone who can't live with this well-established concept shouldn't 
be in the pool. 

; 

G. F i ~berg 
and ffr::u Chief 

RfCIONAL BURfAUS IN ATLANTA, CHICACO AND NEW YORK 



KNIGHT 
RIDDER 
Clark Ho)·t 
Bureau Chief 
(202) 383-6011 

June 20, 1990 

The Hon. Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense, Public Affairs 
Department of Defense 
Washington, DC, 20301-1400 

Dear Pete: 

Washington Bureau 
700 !'iational Press Building 

529 14th Street, l'.W. 
Washington. DC 20045 

(202) 383-6000 

Thanks for your letter and the proposed change in the ground rules 
for the Pentagon national media pool. 

As you might imagine, I'm delighted with the language in the new 
paragraph. It is perfect. 

KRTN continues to want to participate in the photo pool. Please let 
me know how we should proceed on that application. 

Sincerely, 

Clark Hoyt 

cc: Charles Borst, Scott Bosley 



Mr. Pete Williams 

G»NErr 
NEWS SERVICE 

RON COHEN 
Executive Editor 

Assistant Secretary of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Williams; 

I heartily endorse your addition to the National Media Pool ground rules 
concerning its noncompetitive nature. All news organizations that are 
interested should share in the work product of the participants. 
That is precisely what a news pool is and always has been, and I see no 
grounds for changing thct pt.ilosophy. 

c_oridally, 

t.~r~ -~-
Ron Cohen 
Executive Editor 
Gannett News Service 

1000 WILSON BLVD .• ARLINGTON, VA 22229-00D1 
(703) 276-6382 



Co~ 
WASHINGTON BUREAU 

200'J ~yi'lal"'ll A~. N W .. Surte 10C00 
Wasl'l•nQ10n, 0 C 2CXXI6·1894 
Tel 202 331-()900. Tee; 440135 COXBU Ul 

NEWSPAPERS .... 202331·105> 

Andrew J. Glass 
Bureau Chief 

Mr. Pete Williams 

June 19, 1990 

Assistant Secretary of Defense 
for Public Affairs 

The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1400 

Dear Pete: 

Atlilnla Conltllulion 
Atlrlnla Jourrte.l 
Austin A,....an-S!atesm&~n 
Chandler Aruonan 
Daylon Dalty rwws 
0.)'101'1 ,~o.~rn.~l Herald 
Grand Junclion Dl•ly Sentll'll'l 
longview Ol•ly News 
Lon;vteW Worruog Journal 
Lufkm Dally News 
Mesa Tribune 
Chnge Luder 
Palm Belc;f'l Daily News 
Palm Beacf'l Post 
Palm Beach E~rrog Tmes 
Pon Ant..or IWwl 
ScnngheiCIIWwi·Sun 
Tempe Da•ly Ne
WacoTri~aiCl 
y...,. Dally Sun 

,... Yen Tmn rwws Serwce 

Thank you for your letter of June 15th and the enclosed 
proposed ground rules for the future conduct of Defense 
Department press rules. I appreciate your thoughtfulness 
in including me on your circulation list. 

I regard the new "equal access• clause as a desirable 
reform and welcome its addition to the rules. 

Sincerely, 

Andrew J. Glass 
Chief of Bureau 

AJG:df 



; cc:, \·'"!?J.~':I~'i A vr::JE ~; v: 
; C!:~ TLO::R 

l»l·j SCRIPPS HOWARD 
NEWS SERVICE 

June 19, 1990 

Mr. Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
Public Affairs 
washington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Pete: 

I thoroughly agree with Fred Hoffman's 
recommendation and support the rule change. 

This is no ordinary assignment, and the 
competitive stance between newspapers and 
television, for instance, should have no 
place here. 

The important thing is to make sure that the 
American public is as informed as possible in 
these grave situations. 

considering me. 

DKT/rms 



THE WALL STREET JOURNAL. DO\f JO~Es & C'O'IP\\)~ 1\C. 

ALBE:RT R. HUNT 
WA8MINOTDN BUREAU C14UI:F 

Pete William~> 
Alillilililtant Secretary of Defen~>e 
Public Affain 
The Pentagon #2E800 
Wa~>hington, D.C. 20301-1400 

Dear Pete, 

Publishers 

su••E eoo 
WAS .... INGTC~. D. C. 20C:=.e 

.June 20, 1990 

I've alway~> believed in the general principle~> of lilharing pool 
information with all legitimate new~> media. Accordingly, I applaud 
you for reas~>erting that principle. 

If I can be of any other assistance please let me know. 

-



Ap Associated Press 
Jonathan P. Wolman 
Chief of Bureau 
Washington 

Mr. Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
WashingtOn DC 20301-1400 

June 19, 1990 

Dear Pete: 

LC,PI!. t+ortv~ -
L f:,)ok.j I) ..,~~~i~vJ. 

Regarding yrs of June 15 with new ground rules on sharing pool copy. I like your 
proposal just fine. If AP ever received a pool report direct from the field, we 
would immediately FAX it to your office for distribution. 

In fact, we did it that way when Komarow called here during the Panama pool. 

Regards, 

() 

2021 K Street, N.W., 6th Floor, washington, D.C. 20006 202 828·6432 



3600 NEW YORK AVENUE. N.E. 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20002 I 202~31>-l'lOO 

June 21, 1990 

The Hon. Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 
Department of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1400 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

Thank you for your letter of June 15. 

ARNAUD de BOFICHCRAVE 
EOITOR·IN·CHIEf 

I appreciate your request for my input regarding ground rule 
changes. Indeed, your suggestions seem congruous with the 
parameters of others (notably the White House pool). I foresee 
no conflicts with the suggestions you have made. 

Again, thanks for sharing your thoughts. 

Arnaud de 

AB:bp 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

PUBL.IC: AF"F' AIRS 

Mr. Jack Nelson 
Bureau Chief 
Loa Angeles Times 
1875 Eye Street, N.W. 
Suite 1100 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Jack: 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1400 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print, still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and ita main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



/. 
I 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. O.C. Z0301·1400 

PUBLIC AF"F'AIRS 

Mr. Frank Aukofer 
Washington Bureau Chief 
Milwaukee Journal 
940 National Press Building 
Washington, DC 20045 

Dear Mr. Aukofer: 

1 5 JUH tllgg 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print; still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely« 

)WW~ 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBL.IC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Dan Thomasson 
Washington Bureau Chief 
Scripps Howard 
1110 Vermont Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 610 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Dan: 

1 5 JUN 1990 

One of the recommendations of Fred Hoffman's report on the 
DoD National Media Pool deployment to Panama says that media pool 
products should be shared with all elements of the news industry. 
The report recommends: 

"The ASD(PA) should close a major gap in the current 
system by requiring all pool participant organizations-
whether print 1 still photo, TV or radio--to share all pool 
products with all elements of the news industry. Pool 
participants must understand they represent the entire 
industry. Any pool participant refusing to share with all 
legitimate requestors should be dropped from the pool and 
replaced by another organization that agrees to abide by time 
honored pool practices." 

As part of our effort to improve pool operations, we intend 
to accept that recommendation and amend the current media pool 
ground rules by adding the bold-faced paragraph in the enclosure 
to this letter. 

It is important to the Department of Defense that the DoD 
National Media Pool remain non-competitive. The pool represents 
the entire u.s. news industry, and its main purpose is to inform 
the American people about military operations. 

I am interested in your thoughts on the proposed change to 
the ground rules, and look forward to hearing from you. 

Enclosure: 
Ground Rules 

Sincerely, 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 
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00 00-

SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//ASD{PA}:DPL/1 

USCINCCENT MACDILL AFB FL 

INFO CJTFME 

AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI//USIS// 

AMEMBASSY MANAMA//USIS// 

SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//NEA/USIA// 

CNO WASHINGTON DC 

CJCS WASHINGTON DC//PA// 

USS LASALLE 

USS INDEPENDENCE 

USS ANTIETAM 

CHINFO WASHINGTON DC 

SUBJ: PUBLIC AFFAIRS - OPERATION DESERT SHIELD -- PERSIAN GULF 

REGIONAL MEDIA POOLS 

1· • SECDEF AND CJCS HAVE APPROVED A CONCEPT OF REGIONAL 

MEDIA POOL COVERAGE OF u.s. OPERATIONS IN THE PERSIAN GULF, GULF 

OF OMAN AND NORTHERN ARABIAN SEA· THIS COVERAGE WILL BE PROVIDED 

ASD{PA}//ASD{ISA}IA/) 

LCDR GREGG HARTUNG, USN, .• 1 
0ASD:PA/DPL/GHH/1DAUG9D/31074/~ 
DISC NO. HARTUNG 90-1 f¥ 

Robert w. -:-:;ylor · • 
Principal C.ep~;r; Assistant AUG 1 0 1990 

StiC'trf+ 

NIGHT ACTION NOT REQUIRED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
Dt:..dilll f;'o!..d k:1 
;tS~(Pil) 

d_~ ~ ~H 
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02 00 00 UNCLASSIFIED 

BY EXPERIENCED u.s. NEWS MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES LOCATED IN-THEATER. 

2. {~ THE FOLLOWING PLANNING GUIDANCE IS PROVIDED FOR THE FIRST 

TWO REGIONAL MEDIA POOL EMBARKS: 

A. -ce- TWO REGIONAL MEDIA POOLS SHOULD BE CONDUCTED. ONE WILL 

ORIGINATE ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 12, IN DUBAI, UAE, AND WILL TRAVEL VIA 

COD TO THE USS INDEPENDENCE/RON/RETURN TO DUBAI THE FOLLOWING DAY. 

THE SECOND MEDIA POOL EMBARK WILL ORIGINATE ON TUESDAY, AUGUST 14, 

IN BAHRAIN, TRAVEL VIA HELO TO THE USS ANTIETAM AND RETURN TO BAHRAIN 

THE SAME DAY. 

B. {U} FOR PLANNING PURPOSES, THE FOLLOWING MEDIA POOL COMPOSTITION 

IS RECOMMENDED FOR THESE REGIONAL MEDIA POOL DEPLOYMENTS: 

DUBAI POOL 

2 WIRE SERVICE REPORTERS 

1 WIRE SERVICE PHOTOGRAPHER 

3 MEMBER TELEVISION CREW 

1 RADIO CORRESPONDENT 

1 NEWS MAGAZINE REPORTER 

1 NEWS MAGAZINE PHOTOGRAPHER 

3 NEWSPAPER CORRESPONDENTS 

UNCLASSIFIED 



\ 

03 00 

BAHRAIN POOL 

1 WIRE SERVICE CORRESPONDENT 

1 WIRE SERVICE PHOTOGRAPHER 

2 MEMBER TELEVISION CREW 

1 RADIO CORRESPONDENT 

1 NEWS MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT 

1 NEWSPAPER CORRESPONDENT 

00-
UNCLASSIFIED 

3· {U} NEWS MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES FOR EACH POOL WILL BE SELECTED 

BY USCENTCOM-DESIGNATED FORWARD PAO WITH THE ADVICE OF RESPECTIVE 

USIS BAHRAIN OR USIS ABU DHABI REPRESENTATIVE. THESE PROPOSED 

COMPOSITIONS ARE FOR PLANNING PUROSES ONLY; IF CERTAIN MEDIA ARE NOT 

AVAILABLE FOR EMBARK, THOSE POOL SLOTS SHOULD BE OFFERED TO OTHER 

MEDIA PRESENT IN THE AOR. 

4. {U} ALL NMRS SHOULD BE u.s. CITIZENS. 

5· {U} POOL PRODUCTS, BOTH PRINT AND BROADCAST, WILL BE MADE 

AVAILABLE TO ALL INTERESTED u.s. AND FOREIGN MEDIA ON AN 

EQUITABLE, NO-FEE BASIS- MEDIA POOL BUREAU CHIEFS WILL BE 

RESPONSIBLE FOR ENSURING DISSEMINATION OF PRODUCTS IAW THIS 

POLICY-

UNCLASSIFIED 



' 

04 00 00 -
UNClASSIFiED 

6- {U} DOD AND AMEMBASSY OFFICIALS ARE AUTHORIZED TO DISCLOSE 

DETAILS OF THESE REGIONAL MEDIA POOL PLANS TO HOST NATION OFFICIALS 

IN ORDER TO OBTAIN PERMISSION TO ENTER/TRANSIT THE HOST COUNTRY AND 

FACILITATE PROCESSING-

?- {U} ASSUMPTIONS. 

A. {U} PUBLIC WILL BE INFORMED OF DESERT SHIELD OPERATIONS TO THE 

MAXIMUM EXTENT POSSIBLE CONSISTENT WITH OPERATIONAL SECURITY AND 

SAFETY. 

B. {U} GOVERNMENTS OF BAHRAIN AND UNITED ARAB EMIRATES WILL 

AUTHORIZE ENTRY-EXIT VISAS OR NON-OBJECTION CERTIFICATES FOR MEDIA 

REPRESENTATIVES AS REQUIRED· 

8. {U} MEDIA WILL BE SELECTED WITHOUT REGARD TO GENDER, IAW 

LONGSTANDING DOD POLICY-

9- {U} GROUND RULES. ALL DATELINES MUST BE: QUOTE- IN THE PERSIAN 

GULF- UNQUOTE. OR QUOTE- ABOARD THE USS {fiLL IN NAME OF SHIP} IN 

THE PERSIAN GULF- UNQUOTE. THERE CAN BE NO MENTION OF COUNTRY 

OF EMBARK IN REPORTING- NON-SPECIFIC CAPABILITIES OF u.s. PICKET 

STATION SHIPS SHOULD BE BRIEFED AND DISCUSSED- DETAILS OF EMPLOYMENT 

OF SHIPS OR HYPOTHETICAL SITUATIONS WILL NOT BE DISCUSSED- DUE TO 

UNCLASSIFIED 



05 05 00 00 .. UNCLASSIFIED 

SECURITY CONCERNS, NAMES Of PERSONNEL INTERVIEWED OTHER THAN THE 

COMMANDING OFFICER Of THE SHIP WILL NOT BE RELEASED. 

10. {U} FOR USIS BAHRAIN AND USIS ABU DHABI. REQUEST YOU BE PRE

PARED TO PROVIDE BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON u.s. MEDIA IN AREA TO 

ASSIST USCENTCOM-DESIGNATED FWD PAO AND CJTFME IN SELECTING 

POOL MEMBERS· ALSO REQUEST YOUR ASSISTANCE WITH ASSEMBLY AND GROUND 

TRANSPORTATION FOR POOL If NECESSARY, BEFORE AND AFTER POOL EMBARKS.· 

11· .{U} FILING. FILING FOR THESE POOLS WILL BE THE RESPONSIBILITY 

Of THE MEDIA UPON COMPLETION Of POOL OPERATIONS. 

12· {U} REQUEST THAT CJTFME PROVIDE A DETAILED AFTER ACTION REPORT 

ON THESE MEDIA POOLS TO USCINCCENT INFO SECDEF WASHINGTON DC// 

ASD{PA}: DPL. 

13. {U} OASD{PA} POINT Of CONTACT IS LCDR GREGG HARTUNG, USN 

{202} b93-1071!. 

DEC L 0 ADR 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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00 00 ~ 

SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//ASD{PA}// 

USCINCCENT MACDILL AFB FL//CCPA// 

INFO CJTFME 

AMEMBASSY RIYADH//USIS/1 

SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//NEA/USIA/1 

CJCS WASHINGTON DC//PA// 

CSA WASHINGTON DC 

CNO WASHINGTON DC 

CSAF WASHINGTON DC 

CMC WASHINGTON DC 

OSAF WASHINGTON DC//PA// 

USCINCTRANS SCOTT AFB IL//PA// 

CINCMAC SCOTT AFB IL//PA// 

CINCTAC LANGLEY AFB VA//PA// 

CINCFOR FT MCPHERSON GA//FCPA// 

COMUSARCENT FT MCPHERSON GA 

COMUSNAVCENT PEARL HARBOR HI 

COMUSCENTAF SHAW AFB SC 

CG J. MEF 

ASD{PA}//ASD{ISA}NEA// 

LCDR GREGG HARTUNG, USN 
OASD{PA}:DPL/RD/J.O AUG 90/ 
31.074/DIS C 90-J. 

NIGHT ACTION NOT REQUIRED 
MINIMIZE CONSIDERED 

Pele WilliamS 
AU n1 S«!I'At.llil'lk!lrDaf 

AUG I 0 19!Q 

I 
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CHUSMTM RIYADH SA 

CHUSMTM DHAHRAN SA 

CENTCOM FORWARD//PA// 

UNCLASSiFIED 

SUBJ: PUBLIC AFFAIRS - DEPLOYMENT Of DEPARTMENT Of DEFENSE 

NATIONAL MEDIA POOL - OPERATION DESERT SHIELD {U} 

A· CJCS WASHINGTON DC 182305Z MAY 90 

1. ~ THE SECRETARY Of DEFENSE AND CHAIRMAN Of THE JOINT CHIEFS 

Of STAFF HAVE APPROVED A DEPLOYMENT Of THE DOD NATIONAL MEDIA POOL 

TO PROVIDE COVERAGE Of OPERATION DESERT SHIELD. BECAUSE Of THE 

INITIAL DIFFICULTIES THAT NEWS MEDIA HAVE EXPERIENCED IN ATTEMPTING 

TO COVER u.s. MILITARY OPERATIONS IN SAUDI ARABIA, THIS DEPLOYMENT 

WAS PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED IN WASHINGTON ON 10 AUGUST 90. PLANNING FOR 

THIS DEPLOYMENT SHOULD BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH REF A. THIS MESSAGE 

PROVIDES GUIDANCE FOR DEVELOPMENT Of SPECIFIC PLANS TO ACCOMPLISH 

INDICATED OBJECTIVES· 

2· • CONCEPT Of OPS. THE DOD NATIONAL MEDIA POOL WILL DEPLOY 
-

FROM ANDREWS AfB, WASHINGTON DC ON 11 OR 12 AUGUST 90. THE POOL 

WILL CONSIST Of UP TO 15 u.S. -ONLY MEDIA, TWO DOD ESCORT OfFICERS 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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AND ONE JCS ESCORT OFFICER. THIS GROUP WILL TRAVEL FIRST TO MCDILL 

AFB TO THE HEADQUARTERS OF USCENTCOM FOR BRIEFINGS/PHOTO OP WITH 

GENERAL SCHWARZKOPF. UPON COMPLETION, THE POOL WILL TRAVEL VIA 

DEDICATED MILITARY AIRLIFT TO RIYADH, SAUDI ARABIA. UPON ARRIVAL 

IN AOR MEDIA POOL SHOULD BE GREETED BY THE OPERATION COMMANDER IF 

POSSIBLE AND BRIEFED ON THE OPERATION. AN ITINERARY SHOULD THEN 

BE EXECUTED THAT WILL ALLOW THE POOL TO COVER u.s. MILITARY FORCES 

THROUGHOUT THE AREA. 

3. {U} GROUND RULES. IN ADDITION TO THE STANDARD DOD NATIONAL 

MEDIA POOL GROUND RULES, THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL GROUND RULES WILL 

BE ENFORCED: 

A. {U} THE FOLLOWING CATEGORIES OF INFORMATION ARE CONSIDERED 

NOT RELEASEABLE: 

1· {U} NUMBER OF TROOPS 

2· {U} NUMBER OF AIRCRAFT 

3. {U} NUMBER OF OTHER EQUIPMENT {TANKS, ARTILLERY, ETC.} 

4. {U} NAMES Of MILITARY INSTALLATIONS/GEOGRAPHIC LOCATIONS 

OF u.s. MILITARY UNITS WITHIN SAUDI ARABIA 

s. {U} INFORMATION REGARDING FUTURE OPERATIONS 

~ UNCLASSIFIED 
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6- {U} INFORMATION CONCERNING SECURITY PRECAUTIONS AT 

MILITARY INSTALLATIONS IN SAUDI ARABIA 

7• {U} NAMES/HOMETOWNS OF U-S. MILITARY PERSONNEL BEING 

INTERVIEWED. COMMANDERS OF UNITS ARE EXCEPTED FROM THIS PROVISION. 

8. {U} PHOTOGRAPHY THAT WOULD SHOW LEVEL OF SECURITY AT 

MILITARY INSTALLATIONS IN SAUDI ARABIA 

9. {U} PHOTOGRAPHY THAT WOULD REVEAL NAME OR SPECIFIC 

LOCATION OF MILITARY FORCES OR INSTALLATION 

4. {U} MEDIA POOL COVERAGE. SHOULD HOSTILITIES OCCUR, POOL 

MEMBERS WILL BE ALLOWED TO OBSERVE, PHOTOGRAPH, AND REPORT ON THE 

SITUATION TO THE FULLEST POSSIBLE EXTENT AS DETAILED IN REF A. 

POOL REPORTS WILL USE SAUDI ARABIA AS DATELINE, WITHOUT MENTION OF 

SPECIFIC LOCATIONS IN THE COUNTRY. 

S. {U} BRIEFINGS. MEDIA POOL MEMBERS SHOULD RECEIVE, AS A MINIMUM, 

ONE UNCLASSIFIED OPERATIONAL BRIEFING EACH DAY OF THE DEPLOYMENT TO 

UPDATE THEM ON THE CURRENT SITUATION AS FAR AS OPSEC PERMITS. 

b. {U} FILING. WRITTEN POOL REPORTS SHOULD BE FILED AT LEAST 

TWICE DAILY VIA SATCOM GEAR DIRECTLY TO.OASD{PA}. NO ATTEMPT WILL 

-UNCLASSIFIED 
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BE MADE TO CENSOR NEWS COPY. IF A VIOLATION IS NOTED BY THE 

DESIGNATED CENTCOM SECURITY REVIEW OFFICER DURING THE PROCESS OF 

SECURITY REVIEW OF POOL MATERIAL, IT SHOULD BE POINTED OUT TO THE 

MEDIA POOL MEMBER. IF THE REPORTER CHOOSES TO CHANGE THE TEXT AS 

RECOMMENDED, THE REPORT CAN BE TRANSMITTED AS UNCLASSIFIED· IF THE 

REPORTER CHOOSES NOT TO MAKE A CHANGE, THE DOCUMENT WILL BE 

FORWARDED TO OASD{PA} VIA SECURE MEANS FOR REVIEW AND RELEASE· 

COURIER FLIGHTS MUST BE ARRANGED ON A TWICE DAILY BASIS TO TRANSPORT 

VIDEO/UNDEVELOPED FILM TO A POINT WHERE VIDEO CAN BE UPLINKED AND 

VIDEO/ FILM PICK UP CAN BE ARRANGED BY THE BUREAU CHIEFS. 

7. {U} SECURITY. POOL MEMBERS WILL BE ESCORTED AT ALL TIMES. 

ESCORTS WILL ENSURE PUBLIC AFFAIRS GUIDANCE/GROUND RULES ARE 

FOLLOWED. POOL WILL NOT INTENTIONALLY VISIT ANY SPACE/AREA WHERE 

CLASSIFIED INFORMATION IS DISPLAYED OR BEING DISCUSSED. 

8. {U} INTERVIEWS. INTERVIEWS INVOLVING MILITARY PERSONNEL 

PARTICIPATING IN OPERATION DESERT SHIELD ARE ENCOURAGED AND WILL 

BE ON THE RECORD· MILITARY PERSONNEL PARTICIPATING IN THIS 

OPERATION WILL BE BRIEFED THAT All PUBLIC DISCUSSION ABOUT 

OPERATIONS WILL BE UNCLASSIFIED, LIMITED TO PERSONAL EXPERIENCES 

UNCLt'\SSIFIED 
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AND IAW ESTABLISHED PUBLIC AFFAIRS GUIDANCE. 

9. {U} POOL MEMBERS SHOULD BE OFFERED MEALS THROUGHOUT THE 

DEPLOYMENT AT THEIR OWN EXPENSE AND ASSIGNED BERTHING/BILLETING 

APPROPRIATE TO THEIR EQUIVALENT RANK {0-4}, AS AVAILABLE. 

1D. {U} A COMPLETE LISTING OF MEDIA POOL MEMBERS AND ESCORT 

PERSONNEL WILL BE PROVIDED BY SEPMSG. 

11. {U} COUNTRY CLEARANCE. SPEED IN OBTAINING PROPER COUNTRY 

ENTRANCE/EXIT PROCESSING IS CRITICAL DURING THE MEDIA POOL 

DEPLOYMENT. ACCORDINGLY, REQUEST USCENTCOM AND SAUDI ARABIA COUNTRY 

TEAMS COORDINATE IN ADVANCE COUNTRY CLEARANCE/CUSTOMS/SHOT REQUIRE

MENTS/ENTRY-EXIT VISAS AND ANY OTHER REQUIREMENTS TO FACILITATE 

PROMPT PROCESSING. ALL POOL MEMBERS WILL BE TRAVELLING ON OFFICIAL 

DOD TRAVEL ORDERS AND WITH OFFICIAL ESCORTS. 

12. {U} REQUEST USCENTCOM PROVIDE PROPOSED PUBLIC AFFAIRS PLAN 

FOR THIS DEPLOYMENT TO OASD{PA} ASAP. 

13. {U} THE OASD{PA} POC FOR THIS ACTION IS LCDR GREGG HARTUNG, 

USN, AV 223-1D74, COMM {2D2} b93-1D74·. 

DECLAS OADR 

UNCL~.SSIFlED 
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SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//ASD{PA}:DPL// 

USCINCCENT MACDILL AFB FL 

AMEMBASSY RIYADH 

INFO SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//NEAIUSIA// 

CJCS WASHINGTON DC//PA// 

CJCS WASHINGTON DC//PA// 

USCINCTRANS SCOTT AFB IL//PA// 

CINCMAC SCOTT AFB IL//PA// 

COMUSARCENT FT MCPHERSON GA 

COMUSCENTAF SHAW AFB SC 

CHUSMTM RIYADH SA 

CHUSMTM DHAHRAN SA 

SUBJ: PUBLIC AFFAIRS - OPERATION DESERT SHIELD -- DEPLOYMENT OF , 

DOD NATIONAL MEDIA POOL {U} 

CHUSMTM RIYADH PASS TO CENTCOM PUBLIC AFFAIRS FORWARD 

A. SECDEF WASHINGTON DC J.J.03~9Z AUG 90. 
-il.-

J.. ill REF A DISCUSSED DEPLOYMENT OF THE DOD NATIONAL MEDIA 

POOL TO PROVIDE COVERAGE OF OPERATION DESERT SHIELD. THE DOD 

ASD{PA}//ASD{ISA}IA/1 

LCDR GREGG HARTUNG, USN, . 
0ASD:PA/DPL/GHH/J.J.AUG90/3J.07~/~~ 

MINIMIZE CONSIDERED 

DISC NO. HARTUNG 90-J. fJt 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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NATIONAL MEDIA POOL WAS ACTIVATED IN WASHINGTON, DC, AT 1940 

HRS EDT, 11 AUG 90, AND WILL DEPART ANDREWS AFB AT 0800 HRS EDT, 12 

AUG 90 ENROUTE MACDILL AFB. AT MACDILL AFB, POOL MEMBERS WILL 

RECEIVE BRIEFINGS BY USCINCENT7 FILE THEI~ STORIES, AND THEN DEPART 

VIA DEDICATED AIRCRAFT FOR SAUDI ARABIA. THIS DEPLOYMENT IS DESIGNED 

TO ENABLE MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES TO OBSERVE AND REPORT ON THE u.s. 
MILITARY 

-

K" 
2· 

UNITS IN SAUDI ARABIA FOR OPERATION DESERT SHIELD. 

REQUEST YOUR ASSISTANCE IN FACILITATING COUNTRY CLEARANCES 

AND ANY OTHER REQUIREMENTS Of YOUR COMMAND AND THE HOST NATION. 

MEDIA POOL MEMBERS WILL ARRIVE IN COUNTRY WITH VISAS PROVIDED TODAY 

BY THE SAUDI ARABIAN EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON, DC. 

3· {U} THE FOLLOWING 20 PERSONNEL COMPRISE THE DOD NATIONAL MEDIA 

POOL {17 MEDIA, 3 ESCORTS}: 

READ LINE AS RANK/NAME/SEX/ORGANIZATION/PASSPORT NUMBER/PASSPORT 

EXPIRATION DATE/PLACE PASSPORT ISSUED/DOB/POB: 

A· CIV/KING, JOHN/M/AP/014359621/22 MAY DO/WASHINGTON DC/30 AUG 63/ 

MASSACHUSETTS 

B· CIV/APPLEWHITE, SCOTT/M/AP/011236699/21 JUL 93/WASHINGTON DC/ 

29 AUG 51/TEXAS 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

c. CIV/JEONG, MARTIN W-/M/UPI/051284995/28 JUL 96/SAN FRANCISCO/ 

12 DEC 56/CALIFORNIA 

-D. CIV/ADAMS, JIM/M/REUTERS/011186131/10 JUL 93/WASHINGTON DC/ 

28 AUG 36/CALIFORNIA 

E. CIV/ROCHELLE, CARL/M/CNN/012234451/26 MAR 95/WASHINGTON DC/ 

15 AUG 37/NORTH CAROLINA 

f. CIV/GREEN, MIKE/M/CNN/013695005/30 JUN 98/WASHINGTON DC/ 

1 DEC 51/NORTH CAROLINA 

G. CIV/TORPEY, BOB/M/CNN/013897567/2 FEB 99/WASHINGTON DC/ 

1 SEP 55/UNITED KINGDOM 

H. CIV/TURNER, CHRIS/M/CNN/012625884/14 JAN 96/WASHINGTON DC/ 

14 APR 60/0KLAHOMA 

I. CIV/0 1 CONNOR, FRANK/M/CNN/UK PASSPORT 85029bf/17 FEB 97/ 

LONDON/17 JUN 59/HARARE 

J. CIV/LEVIN, AL/M/CNN/013587258/20 MAR 98/WASHINGTON DC/ 

23 JAN 44/MARYLAND 

H. CIV/MOTE, TOM/M/CNN/011542859/27 MAR 94/WASHINGTON DC/ 

12 JUL 52/DISTRICT Of COLUMBIA 

I· CIV/YDSTIE, JOHN/M/NPR/013551609/7 FEB 98/WASHINGTON DC/ 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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30 APR 51/MINNESOTA 

J. CIV/PETERZELL, JAY/M/TIME/013569528/24 fEB 98/WASHINGTON DC/ 

31 OCT 52/NEW JERSEY 

K. CIV/BRACH, DENNIS/M/TIME/013760875/9 fEB 99/WASHINGTON DC/ . ',, 

14 NOV 39/KANS AS 

L· CIV/ROSS, MIKE/MILA TIMES/Z3021659/7 fEB 94/AMEMBASSY BEIJING/ 

14 APR 49/NEW YORK 

M. CIV/COPELAND, PETER/M/SCRIPPS HOWARD/D97041b/WASHINGTON DC/ 

19 SEP 57/ILLINOIS 

N. CIV/AUKOfER, FRANK/M/MILWAUKEE JOURNAL/011182160/23 MAY 93/ 

WASHINGTON DC/6 APR 35/WISCONSIN 

o. LTC,USA/ICENOGLE, LARRY/M/OASD:PA/SSN tlllllllilllvDOB 2 fEB 49/ 

POB ILLINOIS 

P. LCDR,USN/BARRON, DAVID/M/JCS/S DOB 3 JAN 52/ 

POB TEXAS 

Q. LCDR, USN/HARTUNG, GREGORY/M/OASD:PA/SSN ~08 19 JUN 

5 S/POB TEXAS 
..)?..:; 

4. ~} MR. HABIB A· SHAHEEN, COUNSELOR, EMBASSY Of SAUDI ARABIA 

WILL ACCOMPANY THE DOD NATIONAL MEDIA POOL DURING THE DEPLOYMENT 

UNClASSIFIED 
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as as 
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00 00 ~ 
UNCLASSIFIED 

TO SAUDI ARABIA. 

s. {U} ADDITIONAL GROUND RULE· IN ADDITION TO THE GROUND RULES 

STATED IN REf A, ADD THE fOLLOWING TO THE LIST Of INfORMATION 

CONSIDERED NOT RELEASEABLE: N~MES OF ANY ~AUDI ARABIAN CITIZENS 

{MIL OR CIV} THAT ARE INTERVIEWED/FILMED/OR PHOTOGRAPHED· 

b· {U} OASD{PA} POINT Of CONTACT IS LCDR GREGG HARTUNG, USN 

{2a2} b93-J.a74. 

llECL OADR 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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DoD Press Pool Meeting 
Fort McNair, Wash. D.c. 
Friday, January 19, 1990 

Mr. Williams: I appreciate you all coming here on a day when there is a story of 
some substance going on out in town. (Laughter) I guess that's not the greatest choice 
of words. This shows you some of the skills I have and how I got my job! 

We had originally planned to go as long as you wanted, but I think what we'll do 
is even though I know there are some people who are still on their way and ordinarily, 
I suppose we would wait for them, but this is just an indication of the sort of problems 
you have with a pool. When do we start? But I think we'll try to get it wrapped up 
here and give you a chance to say, so that some of you who may have to cut away for 
other events can go without missing the substance of this. 

The purpose of this meeting here today is to gather your impressions of what went 
wrong, your impressions of how the pool worked, what you think was good about it, what 
you think was bad about it, so that we can fix the problem. I very much appreciate 
your willingness to make contributions today because indeed, the success of this meeting 
will depend very much on your willingness to make contributions. 

Someone who isn't here today but who is working very hard on this question right 
now is Fred Hoffman. Many of you know Fred. Fred is a 35 year veteran of the Associated 
Press, covered the Pentagon since before there was a Pentagon for AP, covered Vietnam, 
and later under Secretary Weinberger, became a principle Deputy of Public Affairs of 
the.Pentagon for a short time. Any of you who know Fred know that Fred is a very 
independent person. Fred owes no allegiance to anybody. He has strong feelings about 
the pool. And we have asked him, although he retired in December, we asked him to come 
back and make a very thorough, independent review of the pool. He's doing that now. 
He's in Panama today. He talked to Max Thurman when General Thurman was in town earlier 
this week. He's down talking to military commanders, field commanders today. He will 
be making his way up, probably going to Fort Bragg and trying to talk to General Stiner, 
talk to all of the people who were involved. I realize he's spoken to many of you who 
were in the pool so far, and he will try to do that before he's finished. He will not 
try, he will in fact talk to every reporter who was on the pool. But it is not possible 
for him to talk to all of you who are Bureau Chiefs and who are reporters involved and 
who care about the pool. 

So one of the things that we are doing today is making a transcript of these 
proceedings, and Fred will get a copy of that as indeed will all of you, and that will 
help him a great deal. So any comments you make here today will not simply vanish into 
the ether. They are being recorded. That will be part of the record on the pool. 

I realize that to some extent you will want to know what went wrong and why. 
There will be a natural tendency to sort of want to fix blame, and we will work with 
you as much as you like on that question, but I think the real goal for us now is to 
try to find solutions. After all, if this pool is to work, it's to work for you. It's 
your pool as much as it is the DoD pool. If you don't find it satisfactory, then it 
has a problem. 

So the question is what do you want? How do you want to fix the pool? What are 
your ideas on how you think it could be made to work better? Or indeed some of you 
might say at all. There are different viewpoints on this issue, I've discovered. 

MORE 
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But we will be making our own suggestions, obviously. The National Defense 
University has an instructor, for example, at this meeting today, who is interested in 
learning about the media pool. At the conclusion of this meeting we're going to meet 
with another instructor who wants to revise his training plan to enable him to make his 
students more aware of these issues. Indeed, his students are future military commanders. 
The Joint Operational Planning System which instructs commanders to incorporate media 
coverage plans into their combat operations will obviously be something we'll be spending 
some time with. The discussion of the pool has indicated that those plans may not be 
sufficient. They may have to be reevaluated to ensure that they adequately cover the 
mechanics of getting the pool into action and getting pool members back so that they 
can file. 

Anyway, those are my preliminary comments. There's no question but that the pool 
didn't work right in Panama. We got it there, and then from there on it was less than 
a thrilling success. We are interested in your comments. 

Let me prevail upon you to do this. ·As shy as you all are, we are making a 
transcript, and indeed I would say that the transcript of the proceedings is important. 
There are microphones throughout the hall. Those of you in the front row will find 
microphones behind you. There's a little black button that you need to press and hold 
down while you speak. 

I have no great structure in mind for this meeting, but we'll be happy to impose 
one if that will help the proceedings. This meeting grows out of, as I said, two 
forces, I suppose you could say. One is our own desire to hear from-you and see what 
you think--not only the people who were on the pool, and there are many reporters here 
today who were part of that pool, but also those of you who use the pool, who receive 
the pool. You are as much a part of the operation as those who went down there and put 
things into that end. So those of you who receive the pool products on the other end 
are important to hear from as well. So it's important to get both those sides. But as 
I say, part of it is our own desire to hear from you and part of it is the regular 
quarterly Bureau Chiefs meeting we had in January with the new rotation, the new 
organizations that come in. Several of them at that time suggested we have such a 
meeting. So for those two reasons, that's why we're here. 

Those are my initial comments, and I'm happy to respond to questions. I'm happy 
to hear from you. Perhaps to get things going, I see Fred Francis from NBC News, Steve 
Kamarow from AP who were reporters on the pool, perhaps you would be willing to share 
some of your observations about how it went. Fred, you're so shy and humble. Why 
don't you go first? 

Hr. Francis: I think since I wrote that paper, which some of you have seen, I 
have since learned, Pete, that the planning for the pool, while you may have been told 
on Monday, over the weekend prior to the invasion, during the planning in the Joint 
Chiefs, it may have been Friday, it may have been Saturday, and Fred Hoffman can track 
this down. What I'm saying I think goes right to the crux of whether the military 
wants the media in place. The public affairs man in the Joint Chiefs, Erv Sharp, went 
to General Kelley and said, "General Kelley, a lot of activity. Do I need to stick 
around, because I'm going on vacation on Monday to visit my parents." General Kelley 
said you don't need to stick around. 

Hr. Williams: That was what·day? 
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The third problem were briefings. It was very hard to get end of the day information, 
to get details on things that had taken place where we were not, such as the Marriott 
incident. 

Fourth, I won't bore everyone with the details, but the mechanics of filing have 
got to be addressed at some point. They were a nightmare. 

The issue of security kept coming up, and I went with the assumption that I assumed 
considerable risk by participating in the pool, and it came as a surprise to me that 
the word security kept coming up as it wasn't safe for us to do things. 

Mr. Williams: Your personal security you mean, not operations? 

Ms. Lewis: 
here or safe to 
subject, I just 

I'm sorry, my personal security, yes. That it wasn't safe to take us 
take ua there. While I know some concern has to be given to that 
assumed I took a risk when I signed up for pool duty. 

In terms of constructive things, I think it would have been very helpful to the 
pool if we had had, perhaps, an editor in Washington representing the pool. It's very 
hard to keep the hours we were keeping, trying to cover things, and file, and do battle 
with the bureaucracy. It to me, would have been very helpful if perhaps at some point 
you would consider assigning an editor to represent the pool at the Pentagon in 
Washington. 

Mr. Williams: I'm not sure I understand what that person would·do. 

Ms. Lewis: For example, filing the first day was a nightmare. We had terrible 
problems, the newspaper people, in terms of how to file. The fax machine system was 
not working at all properly. It was very hard for me to fight that system out of 
Panama. Had someone been here to represent us, maybe they could have cut through or 
made the case a little more effectively of the deadlines we were facing. Also, I think 
maybe someone representing the pool here could have made the case pretty strongly to 
you that things were not going right on the first day, and maybe more corrective measures 
could have been enacted on the second day, if someone were representing the interests 
of the pool from here. 

Voice: Can you identify yourself? 

Ms. Lewis: Kathy Lewis of the Houston Post. I was a member of the newspaper 
pool. 

I share Steve's belief that if what it takes is breaking into smaller groups, we 
ought to do it. By the end of the week we were doing it fairly effectively, and I am 
all for that. 

I also think it's important that pool members attend a briefing meeting at the 
beginning of the quarter when you go on duty. Not just Bureau Chiefs, but the pool 
member being assigned. 

I think those are my basic points. I don't want to go over. I agree with much of 
what my colleagues have written and said on this already. 

Mr. Williams: I will come back to your questions in a second, but there are some 
other comments out there. 

MORE 
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problem is that the press has not earned the trust of the military, and that is essential 
if we are to literally drop in on a·combat commander and ask for his or her cooperation. 

In the pools in which I have participated, and I think this may have been the case 
in Panama, pool members have been unfamiliar with the military and uncertain how to 
behave in combat, and thus unwilling or unable to take the necessary risks. 

What he suggests, in brief, is that all the reporters selected for the pool be 
required to undergo a brief military-type training, perhaps a day of classroom work and 
a day of field work, perhaps at a place like the National Training Center at Fort Irwin. 
The benefits of this, he says, would one, enable the pool to demand quicker and more 
immediate access to combat action as it is happening rather than being held back by the 
commanders until the fighting is over and there's not much to report. Also it would 
give the combat commanders confidence that the pool is seasoned and professional and 
can be placed in risky situations, and it would give the pool reporters a new understandin 
and sympathy for the troops who bear the burden of combat. I will give you the rest of 
the memo, but that's the sense of it. 

Mr. Nelson: Jack Nelson of the LA Times. I wanted to support what Frank Star 
said. We had a reporter, of course, who tried to get in for several days too, and 
couldn't give in, and we were given the same reason. But it also seems to me that the 
problem goes far beyond just the pools. I only know, of course, what I've read about 
what happened down there, but for one thing, as I understand it, we were barred from 
even interviewing injured soldiers for four days. There were other restrictions put 
out. It seems to me that a lot of the reason for lack of cooperation on the part of 
the military came from the top officers who told lower commanders to tell their troops 
not to cooperate with the press. 

Mr. Williams: For those who are here from the pool, this is the first I've heard 
of barring from interviewing injured soldiers. Is that correct? 

Voices: Yes, or photographing. They wouldn't even let us photograph an injured 
helicopter. 

Mr. Mendelsohn: I'm Mat Mendelsohn from UPI. For the record, we were not allowed 
to see crippled aircraft which were sitting maybe 150 yards, 200 yards away from us. 
We were not able to talk to civilian wounded, military wounded. We were not allowed to 
visit with POW's. This is on the first day. Although we inadvertently stumbled upon a 
makeshift detainment camp and there was a little mutiny there and we forced our way 
into the camp. But at that point there was no plan for us to see POW's, wounded, dead, 
crippled aircraft. These were definite no's. No, you cannot do this. It wasn't we 
did not ask, it was a definite no. I asked Colonel Sconyers several times about the 
aircraft, we were at Howard Air Force Base. The aircraft were sitting within eyesight 
and they were working to repair aircraft. We were not even allowed to see crippled 
aircraft. 

Mr. Williams: 

Mr. Mendelsohn: 
We didn't see them. 
this. 

What kind of aircraft were they? 

They were helicopters. I'm told they were Apaches, I believe. 
So it's not a question, it was clearly we were not allowed to see 

Mr. Raines: I'm Howell Raines, New York Times. Pete, to return to your opening 
point, I think it's worth noting that I was among those who thought the Department 
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Mr. Rubenstein: Larry Rubenstein from Reuters. 

Two things I want to raise. The first one is I'm hearing two sets of complaints 
here, and I want to make sure that in Fred's report, and if not in your mind, we separate 
these things. I think it's integral to separate them. One are the problems we had 
with the pool, with the call-out, with the implementation of the pool in the first 
12-18 hours, and getting them into action, and getting that material back. That is 
one problem that I think we all agree on needs to be addressed. 

The second problem that I think needs to be separated from the DoD pool is the 
problem of unilateral coverage of an invasion, or for that matter anything else that 
goes on, and how the Pentaon and the Southern Command or whatever command is involved, 
responds to that. I think those are separate issues. 

Mr. Williams: Tell me what you mean by unilateral coverage. 

Mr. Rubenstein: That means the 500 reporters that wanted to drop in on 0+24 hours. 
What do you do with them? Do you let them in or not? The press in the Marriott 
demanding protection. The whole gamut. Our pool representative has told me the horror 
stories that I'm sure all the pool members suffered trying to get access to the four 
telephones in the press center. They had a shot at it initially, and then all of a 
sudden a tremendous amount of unilateral press descended on the same facilities and 
they had to invoke all kinds of higher military authority just to get near a phone on 
the ground. So I think that is a separate issue. I think the Pentagon's response to 
that, and more importantly, the individual command's response to ths"t, is something 
that definitely needs to be looked at and how you deal with that. 

In Grenada there were no unilateral people on the ground, and people didn't try to 
fly into that airport within five hours of the invasion because it was still full of 
potholes and military craters, so the Sidle Commission I'm not sure really explored 
that issue. 

The second point along those lines is, as we discussed in the Bureau Chief's 
meeting, the third triad of the pool, the Pentagon, the pool members, and the individual 
commands and their representatives, I'm not sure have been represented well to this 
point in pool discussions and in pool meetings. I think as we have seen in all the 
pool exercises and in the actual deployments we've experienced on the tanker export and 
stuff like that, that invariably the problems that occur, occur with the commands, with 
the local on-scene colonel, whoever is in charge of the press and who's actually given 
the responsibility, as Colonel Sconyers was in Panama, of a lot of authority and what 
the pool did. 

Mr. Conan: Neil Conan from NPR. I would just like to point out that perhaps 
Fred Hoffman would like to go back in history a little bit, other than details, as one 
who survived a fabulous tour in the Persian Gulf, other than details and differences 
between the Army restricting your access and the Navy restricting your access, the same 
problems occurred on the Persian Gulf pool. We were kept out of the action, filing was 
a nightmare. Everything was very similar. The same kinds of problems that we had in 
the Persian Gulf are the same kinds of problems that people are reporting from Panama, 
to some degree even worse in the Persian Gulf. Why were those lessons not learned? 
Why were there no meetings like this after that? 

Mr. Williams: That's interesting, Neil. Yesterday Larry Rubenstein on the radio 
from ABC Radio, said that he thought the problems were just the opposite. That in the 
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My question is this. Was there a public affairs annex to the plan of operation 
for the assault in Panama? 

ll. 

Mr. Williams: My understanding is that there was. Bob Taylor's been looking into 
that question. Do you know the answer? 

Mr. Taylor: The annex that I saw was there and it suggested that the DoD media 
pool would be used, but it fell short of discussing exactly how it would be employed. 

Mr. Williams: The annex was ••• 

Voice: That's your problem right there. 

Mr. Hoyt: Clark Hoyt from Knight Ridder. 
here I'd like to throw in one other issue which 
it was gathered in Panama. 

Into this rich stew you're developing 
is the sharing of pool material after 

As you know, we operate with the Chicago Tribune a photo service that was denied 
pool photos throughout that operation. You and I talked about it at the time. We have 
since applied to have that photo service be part of the rotation. But it's always been 
my understanding from the beginning of pools, that all material, that pool members were 
surrogates for everyone, and that all pool material gathered was to be shared with 
everyone. Is there something I don't know here that says that principle does not apply 
to photographs? 

Mr. Williams: No, all material is for pool members. I guess that's the distinction 
that I would make. 

Mr. Hoyt: These two news organizations are and were pool members. 

Mr. Williams: I don't want to debate with you here, Clark, because I think you. 
raise an interesting point and one we will look into. In explaining why it worked the 
way it did, clearly member newspapers, KRTN's member newspapers were receiving pool 
material from the wires, from AP, from UPI, from Reuters, but as to specific photographs 
exclusively or given, provided for KRTN, for you, and in turn to pass along to your 
clients, KRTN is not a pool member, and that's the distinction. Obviously individual 
newspapers are and they received their pool materials. But you raise a good question 
and we will look at it. 

Mr. Clayton: I'm Bill Clayton of the Houston Chronicle. I'd like to elaborate on 
the access question. I'm not clear whether we should be demanding to be on the front 
lines in the cross-fire. I personally don't relish that idea. But there's middle 
ground for access that would be better than what we had. One example is on Quarry 
Heights, there's a place at which the hot firing could be observed if we had been there 
early enough to see it, that would satisfy the questions of personal security. 

A lot of the access ground could be covered by earlier briefings by somebody 
knowledge~e. Our first briefing, the whole time we were there, our first briefing 
was by a diplomat who was not briefed on military matters and wanted to discuss the 
history of the Panama Canal. · 

The other thing about transmission, aside from the equipment malfunction at the 
sending point which took hours to correct, there was a delay that I don't understand, 
maybe some people here in Washington know, between the time the copy was transmitted 
successfully and the time it was received by outlets for newspapers. 
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In many cases, we had filed and only hours later did we know there was this problem. 
There was no relaying from the Pentagon back to SOUTHCOM so that we would know this was 
a problem. 

I think there's another point to be addressed. The rules, I believe, are sort of 
stringent, sort of restrictive from the standpoint of newspapers. We have to submit 
our files to a commander on the scene to be read. As it was, in many cases we were 
getting back sort of late. We had to get the copy and then send it through a fax, 
sometimes two or three times, before it got there. I think early on when we realized 
this was a continuing problem, Kathy had asked one of our escorts can we just call the 
wires and let them distribute it, or call our news organizations and let them distribute 
it through the wires, or. some way to get around that and make it more expedient for 
news organizations, and we ran into bureaucratic red tape. Our escort then had to call 
the Pentagon. He said well, he's waiting to get clearance for that. That is the kind 
of thing in a timely situation, we need to be able to make these kind of amendments 
right on the spot. It's just a flexibility question. 

Mr. Bagnato: I'm Barry Bagnato from CBS. I want to look at some of these same 
problems in a non-combat situation. Last spring we were involved in an operation where 
the first additional troops were flown into Panama. It was a 24 trip, two stops: 
North Carolina and one in Panama. We discovered in both places that unilateral coverage 
had already been permitted. There were other reporters on the ground there, which made 
us unnecessary. In Panama we were given an hour and a half to talk to whomever·we 
could find, and then to deal with the logistics which were three telephones in an 
office, and to file. 

What this underlines is the same problem in both the combat and the non-combat 
situations we've been finding, that somewhere deep in that mindset is a concern that 
the wrong story is going to get out, that the press should somehow be an arm for the 
Pentagon in some ways. I know that mindset must exist. And the point has to be made 
to commanders in these situations that it doesn't do any good to put the media in a 
situation where they're not going to be able to do their job, to do our job, because 
that is only in the end going to make the Pentagon look bad, as it has especially in 
the case of the laat couple of weeks. 

Mr. Sloyan: Pat Sloyan with News day. This is a big brother question. You're 
sitting on what I'm told is dynamite footage of the largest airborne assault since 
World War II, combat footage. Infrared, electronically enhanced, of the jump itself. 
I'm also told pretty good stuff at the Comandancia. Some of that was released. You're 
also sitting on when Noriega comes out of the Vatican Embassy and outlines his deal to 
Thurman, footage of his surrender at the Vatican. Why are you holding this stuff back? 

Mr. Williams: I've not heard of some of this, Pat. 
know of that I've seen myself is the videotape of Noriega 
Howard. I'll look into this other stuff. 

Mr. Sloyan: Have you not seen the jump? 

Mr. Williams: No. 

Mr. Sloyan: Do you know it exists? 

The only videotape that I 
getting on the C-141 at 

Mr. Williams: This is the first I've heard of it, Pat •. 

Mr. Sloyan: There may even be stuff of Rio Hato. 
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were brought in, and they were eager to go and do whatever they could do, made it very 
difficult for us. The next day there were the people that were kept from 5:00 in the 
morning until midnight at the airport and then brought to SOUTHCOM. These people were 
fighting, screaming mad. I was in the middle of transmitting pictures, and one of them 
came in and told me they were going to take my phone. 

We can't lend ground support. If you're going to give the ground support to all 
these people that are coming in, 250 people or whatever, it needs to be done somewhere 
else other than where the pool people are. The pool people need to have their facilities, 
and if the military wants to lend ground support, which for the first three days, some 
ground support was necessary because ther was nothing downtown. Everything was looted, 
a lot of the stuff was closed, there was no food, the people that had been at the 
airport had not eaten, had not slept, had not showered. There were a lot of specific 
problems, but it should not have all come to SOUTHCOM. It was a very big problem for 
the pool people that were there, and it did hamper what we were trying to do as far as 
I'm concerned. 

Mr. Glass: Andy Glass, Cox Newspapers. One quick anecdote and then a philosophical 
observation, if I may. Our regional correspondent was in Bogota at the time of the 
invasion. We chartered an airplane to fly to Panama. While we were over the area, the 
military air controller said if you don't get out of here in five minutes, we'll shoot 
you down. So we got out of there. It was quite awhile before our correspondent got 
in. 

But it seems to me that what we're really dealing with is that World War II was 
the last good war in the sense that the press and the military were 'on the same side 
and cooperated. Many of the senior commanders who are now in charge were the same 
people who were junior commanders in Vietnam, and for better or worse, regard the press 
as an enemy, and feel that one reason the United States failed in Vietnam was that the 
press was on the other side. 

So until these attitudes change, until there is a philosophical feeling that we 
are one country and that the people deserve to know what is going on, ·Pete, many of 
these things are just going to be bandaid solutions and are not really going to be 
addressed. 

Mr. Bascomb: John Bascomb, ABC Radio. I had the good fortune of being not only 
on the Persian Gulf pool, the original DoD pool, not the theater pool, but the Panama 
pool as well. I wanted to point out a couple of similarities and differences. 

We were told in Panama frequently when we asked to go close to the action, that it 
was not safe. However, I felt we were in much greater risk in the Persian Gulf. We 
were on a body of water filled with mines. In the Persian Gulf they supplied us with 
flak jackets and helmets which were never even offered to us in Panama. We know the 
risk and we're willing to take that risk if we're part of the pool. So keeping us away 
because it's not safe for us, I don't think is a good argument. 

In terms of access, in the Persian Gulf we were on the ship with the captain. We 
had access 24 hours a day in his quarters, on the bridge, immense briefings. We just 
couldn't file. In Panama, we had no access, of course. And I think something that 
should be included in future public affairs annexes would be a rigid minimum of two 
briefings a day from perhaps the Gl. I couldn't understand why we were not housed 
closer to or even in the operations center where we could listen to the briefings that 
General Thurman must have been getting throughout the day. 
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accounts for why it took so long. It just was a complicated call out. It was hard to 
get everybody rounded up. 

There have been some who suggested that rather than continuing to try to fill the 
slots in the pool, as soon as you get a certain critical mass the pool should leave and 
you shouldn't wait for people. So if you can't find the radio correspondent or you 
can't find the news magazine representative or whatever, you start a stop watch and 
then when that time elapses you say okay, the plane's gone. That suggestion has arisen 
since the Panama operation. I see several of you nodding yes. Be sure you note all 
the people who nodded yes so that when they don't go on the pool they will remember 
that they consented to that. (Laughter) But that's the sort of thing you're up against 
in terma of the lateness of the arrival. 

i guess the primary point, and the one that keeps coming up over and over again is 
this idea of cultural acceptance, or the idea that somehow the people who are running 
the military now were the ones who felt abused in Vietnam. I've heard this point made 
pver and over and over again. It was made after the Sidle Commission and it was made 
in Grenada, and it's been made repeatedly. I will wait for Fred's report. Fred is 
obviously aware of that criticism. He will look at it. I'm confident that Fred will 
give us an honest assessment of that. 

Having talked to General Kelley, and I think it was important for you to note, 
Fred, in your initial discussion of th~ fact that he said it was okay for Erv Sharp to 
go home, I would just remind everybody that no decision was made to undertake this 
operation until Sunday. Whether Tom Kelley should have guessed that-things might get 
dicey, that it would be a good idea for Irv Sharp to stay or not, I suppose is a 
different question. I just don't want anyone to think, nor did I think you meant to 
imply, that Tom Kelley knew all along there was going to be an operation and he 
intentionally got Irv Sharp out of the wsy. I suspect that was not your point, and I 
think it's important to emphasize that. 

I've talked to Thurman, I've talked to Ron Sconyers. I don't have the advantage 
of what Fred will have and what several of you had of talking to the lieutenant colonels 
and colonels who made the operation work on the ground. I have found no evidence of 
the cultural acceptance problem. My own view is that it was a matter of insufficient 
planning. Now you may well say if the cultural acceptance problem went away, the 
planning problem would go away as well. That may well be. I intend to look into that. 

I guess my point is this. I don't know how to make the military culturally accept 
reporters. I don't know a way to do that. I do know a way to try to fix the planning 
process if it turns out that the planning process is the problem. I guess I'm going to 
concentrate on things where I think the situation can be fixed. But the other point 
that I would make, is obviously the cultural acceptance thing is a long term question. 
There are people here from the National Defense University today that are eager to 
address this. This is something we work on all the time. It's a continuing matter of 
getting reporters and military people together, and indeed there was a recommendation 
of the Sidle Commission, as many of you may recall, which Admiral Baker reminded me of 
the other day, which is we should have more meetings between editors and military 
people. I think all that is true and all that is good, but at the same time, if it's 
fundamentally a planning problem, then that's something we fundamentally need to address. 

Mr. Francis: First of all, this notion that we have to do something to have the 
military trust us, is ludicrous. The second notion I think that is ludicrous is that 
we have to jump out of airplanes or go to the National Training Center and become combat 
ready. That's ludicrous. It's the planning process. 
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suspect that boils down to the issue of getting people on planes, on military aircraft, 
and into the scene of combat. Since you did not mention that in your recap of things 
that you were going to look at, I just wanted to reiterate that as an issue that's of 
concern to many of ua here. 

Mr. Williams: I understand. While it's not technically a pool matter, it is one 
that we spend a considerable amount of time on. Somebody was, I can't remember who was 
making the point about World War II was the last time that there were warm and fuzzy 
feelings between the military and the press. There was also full field censorship. 
Korea was the last conflict where there was full field censorship. I can't envision a 
time in which there would be full field censorship again. 

The unilateral coverage problem is a very real one. We had, at some point while 
the Panama operation was still going strong, 600 reporters all trying to jam into Quarry 
Heights Officers Club. I guess the difference is, between World War II and where it 
becomes a different matter not only in terms of quantity but quantitatively as well, 
communications are faster and more complicated. More people are needed to support the 
news product now than used to be. Although fundamentally I would agree that the 
principal part, and this is off the pool topic for just a moment, the principal 
point of the pool, again, is to get reporters, eye witnesses, if you will, to military 
actions and at some point you get right back down to pencils and notebooks again, and 
that's what we need to remind ourselves of. But when you get to the unilateral coverage 
issue, it's a lot of people with a lot of support stuff, and John made this point 
yesterday when we were on WAMU. In a sense, we had fairly good facilities in Panama, 
but if we undertake a military operation, and I had better for the sake of diplomatic 
nicety not mention a specific country, but if we go to Taylorland which is about as 
lush and comfortable as there is hair on top of Bob's head, we're out literally in the 
middle of nowhere. Then we're really going to be up against it when suddenly we have 
an enormous number of people wanting to come in to some makeshift airstrip and that kind 
of thing. I don't know the answer to that question, but it's certainly something we 
have to look into. 

But to some extent, while the purpose of the pool and the purpose of the unilateral 
coverage are the same, to allow more and better coverage of military operations, as 
some have already suggested in terms of demand for telephones and facilities, unilateral 
coverage is a competing interest, to some extent, with the pool. I suppose your response 
might be well if the pool had worked better we wouldn't have wanted so much unilateral 
coverage. That may be true early on, but there are a lot more reporters out there than 
there were in World War II. 

Voice: It seems to me that the purpose of the pool originally, as originally 
conceived, was a temporary arrangement to last until the unilateral could get there. 
The purpose was to protect the security of the operation. 

Mr. Williams: That's part of it. 

Voice: Two days after the invasion had occurred, when the whole world knew that 
the United States had military operations going on in Panama, there is no excuse for 
not allowing unilateral coverage. 

Mr. Williams: There were at least two charter planes that I know of that came in 
Thursday. There was an L-1011 that came in Friday with over 250 people on it. There 
were reporters already in Panama before the operation started. So this is not like 
Grenada in that sense. It's not like we went to a remote place where there weren't any 
reporters to start with. 
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what can we do, and gone to somebody with enough clout here in Washington in addition, 
you know, I understand the value of a high ranking escort, that's probably very valuable 
too, but to get back to the command and control center, if the command and control is 
here in Washington we need better input here in Washington from the moment the pool 
leaves me. 

For instance, I heard on NBC that the pool had been deployed at like 1:06 a.m. on 
Tuesday. I called our contact at the Pentagon and said are we in second stage notifica
tion on pool movement? First her response was what's second stage notification? The 
second one was she didn't think so and she'd get back to me. An hour and a half later 
she called back and said yes, we're in second stage notification. I said thank you, 
the world knew about this three hours ago. So I think we need to enforce that. 

The second one about unilateral coverage, I debriefed extensively our photographer 
who was shot and wounded down there who was with the photographer who was killed by the 
American troops down there accidentally. One point he made was the fact that the troops 
on the ground really had no conception of media, and they weren't even, for instance 
the wounding took place, a group of American tanks and personnel carriers came down the 
street in front of the Marriott, and there was a group of news people standing together 
in front of the Marriott, visibly, with cameras and the whole thing, and all of a sudden 
the second tank in the thing opened fire, supposedly at a sniper, and just was sweeping 
the entire area with bullets and nailed everybody that was standing in this little 
crowd. Right afterwards the American medics came up to them and interrogated them as 
to who they were, and then gave them medical assistance, which he thought was kind of 
ridiculous. It wouldn't have saved the other guy, he was dead instantly, but in his 
case it prolonged the thing. Then they medivac'd them to the hospital. 

So if you're talking unilateral coverage, that's a risk of unilateral coverage 
you automatically assume by being there, but I just don't know where you can draw the 
level with the military about acceptance of that. 

Mr. Williams: The purpose of the pool, of course, was number one, to be a way of 
getting reporters with early arriving troops and maintaining operational security. 
Several of you are right, it was not envisioned that the pool would last forever. The 
complications that we had in Panama, and this is not an excuse but it is an observation, 
were fundamentally that the first troops jumped out of airplanes, and that would not 
work. 

We could have put a pool together from people who were already in Panama, and 
perhaps in retrospect that's what we should have done. But our feeling was that the 
people here in the national media pool were best qualified and knew the ground rules 
and all of that. In fact as some of you know, the Persian Gulf pool was a locally 
assembled pool. 

Voice: Not so. 

Mr. Williams: The first one was. 

Voice: The first one was a DoD pool, and then they went locally. 

Mr. Williams: Okay. But the only other point I'd make is this. I don't have any 
doubt that we need to do a better job of planning these pools. I don't think anyone 
can have any doubt about that. On the other hand, I think I have wondered whether if 
it weren't that Howard Air Force Base were on the other side of the Panama Canal, we 
probably wouldn't be sitting here today. So we have to bear in mind, this is no excuse, 
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Mr. Williams: I can understand that, and frankly I'm astonished that I haven't 
heard more of that today. You're all being very charitable. But I do want to 
reassure you that we were working on the unilateral coverage problem as well, and some 
of it wasn't entirely of our making. Some of the Costa Rican authorities wouldn't let 
planes take off even after we had cleared them. But still, your point remains a sound 
one. 

Mr. Headline: Bill Headline from CNN. To punctuate that point, remembering back 
to the Sidle hearings, we made the point over and over and over again that pools are 
basically repugnant and we want unilateral coverage, we want unilateral coverage as 
quickly as we can make it. As superb a job as Fred Francis did for television, NBC 
would rather have had Fred covering for NBC and we all would rather have had our own 
people covering as quickly as possible. That won't change. So I think the point there 
is that while we need to continue perfecting the pool, and we certainly appreciate your 
willingness to proceed down that path, at the same time you do have to take a careful 
look at the next stage in handling unilateral requirements as quickly as you can. 

Mr. Williams: That is something that I think is less well thought out on both 
sides. In a sense, if this operation had been in some bizarre, small, remote, 
uncivilized in the sense of having landing strips and that kind of thing, country, 
I think our problems would have been much worse because the problem is this. You say 
to news organizations or they come to you and say we want to send in more people. We 
need more people in. I say okay, but remember that I've got no place to put you, I've 
got no place to house you, I can't feed you, there's no water, there's no phones, I 
don't know what the hell to do with you once you get there, and people say yes, fine, 
we'll figure that out. That's our job. You just get us in there. 

Once they get there, of course, people start 
this, and that's just the natural part of things. 
willing to do that, but we all have to understand 

saying could I get a jeep, how about 
So I guess what I'm saying is I'm. 

it's not going to be real smooth. 

Mr. Francis: Unilateral means you're on your own. 

Mr. Williams: Fred's point is unilateral means you're on your own and of course 
that's true, but it also means I can't absolve myself, I mean you say you're on your 
own, but another organization will say say, my guy just got captured, would you please 
go get him. 

Mr. Francis: The point is that until Friday afternoon, Panama was not safe. If 
you had let the Howard 200 or 300 loose on the streets of Panama you'd have had 20 or 
30 hostages. That's the simple fact. I don't know if your people told you that, but 
it wasn't safe to work. You go to ugly-land somewhere, and it's basically the same 
problem. We've got to fix the pool to make the pool work in that first 12, 24, 36, 48 
hours. Unilateral means you're on your own and NBC will take care of themselves, and 
the New York Times and the other papers will take care of themselves on a unilateral 
basis. I think the concept is that it's a competing interest. NBC was still trying to 
get people in while the pool was working, and that's the way it's going to be in any 
situation.--

Mr. Russett: Tim Russett, NBC. I was the lucky guy who was the network pool 
chairman for this great event. I think one thing for the Hoffman report, Pete, and 
to your point about notification, in the very early stages, after the initial notifica
tion which we were able to execute pretty well, there really was a major delay in the 
second phase allowing me to tell the other networks that in fact the Pentagon pool had 
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Voice: I don't want to overrule my own correspondent here. 

Voice: I know you're going to fight for three, and that's fine. 

Voice: We wouldn't send a one man crew in a riot on the streets of the United 
States. I think for safety's sake a guy with a camera needs someone to hold on to his 
belt. 

Voice: We can work that out later. The point is, that your small crew with a 
still photographer, with a wire reporter, with a radio reporter, and your second 
echelon, the point is the second echelon handles the filing. The second echelon 
handles the filing. Everybody wants immediate stuff within an hour, that's just 
not going to work. You're covering combat. 

Mr. Williams: I guess I still would 
to the radio reporters. I spent ten 
It's a problem we constantly fight. 

like a little more discussion, and I apologize 
years as one, I don't know why I forgot radio. 
But who is the six person pool? 

Voice: In the Persian Gulf the standing pool was a three person TV crew, a wire 
still photographer, they varied. The people who were on the pool when I went there 
were both wire service photographers. There was one writer who happened to be either 
from AP or UPI, they just rotated it; and the radio guy. 

Ms. Johnson: Cynthia Johnson, Time Magazine. Excuse me, I think in the Persian 
Gulf there was a wire still photographer and a magazine still photogFapher and they 
went to different places. 

Mr. Williams: Larry says that was only on the initial deployment. 

Voice: (John) I just want to second what Fred Francis had to say. I think it 
can be done with a five person pool, and to allay any concerns about how you get these 
photos back, the videotape or the audio tape or the written reports, the second echelon 
goes in. I think the plane we took out of Andrews at 11:20 at night should have carried 
the second echelon. If we had been notified during the day and flown to Fort Bragg and 
left with the troops, we would have been on the ground for four or five hours before 
the uplink arrives, and we would have been able to file by 6:00 a.m. the day of the 
invasion. 

Mr. Williams: 
afternoon. 

On what day? You wouldn't have gotten there until 1:00 in the 

Voice: No, if we had gone in with the troops. Or if we had gone in during the 
day. There were planes landing at Howard all during the day on Tuesday before the 
invasion began. If we could have gone in pre-positioned 12 hours, we would have filed 
on the invasion as it occurred, and then the support gear could come in on the same 
plane we left Andrews on, and the first reports could have been out of there in time 
for the morning shows, the morning drive. 

Mr. Williams: There's a radio guy! 

Voice: I was just going to emphasize the importance of that quick second echelon 
to file, even on the standing Persian Gulf pool when we were out in the ship, they 
would helicopter tape back to the island we weren't ever on. They'd just bounce it 
around one of the news bureaus until they figured out somebody knew how to feed a radio 
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they have nothing to report and they can't get the news out. You can do that initially 
aa long, and the point hss been stressed here, as you have that second group coming in. 
There are still pool people who will take care of the filing, who will also take care 
of IJX)re extended reporting after that. But you've got to !J!t the immediate reports 
out, and from a place where they will be credible and where they're needed. That's 
what a smaller pool csn do. 

Mr. Rosenberg: Jeff Rosenberg, NPR. After the Persian Gulf operation we discussed 
with the DoD people the filing problems, and they told us that there was a plan afoot 
to put in MA.RSAT telephone Equipment on at least a significant number of fleet ships, 
which would certainly take care of all voice. I don't know if you're familiar with the 
MARSAT system. It's a global telephone system that's absolutely public, and you can 
access it from almost any spot on the globe. It produces acceptable voice data, faxes, 
it tskes care of all that problem. You may not know, we had terrible trouble getting 

,voice back from the Persian Gulf, the initial stages. Can you report any progress on 
that? 

Mr. Williams: 
sorry that I don't. 
obviously. 

I don't know the answer. Alex or Bob, do you know the answer? I'm 
We'll have to make sure that our next operation is on board ship, 

Mr. Massey: Toby Massey wl.th AP. I'm afraid I have to agree with Mr. Francis 
totally. I think when you have a small working group, and that's what a pool should 
really mean, that it's a workable group, that you get them in initially, and if you 
bring in the backup crew, and as far as who's in there, that's just housekeeping chores. 
We csn decide who's going to be in it, ~ether there will be a second editor, a second 
photographer, three more writers, whatever it is. But I think the initial thing, and 
we made the point OYer and OYer again on the pool, is to get them to the scene, make 
them eye witnesses, and get them out into the field of action. It's easier to do with 
six or eight people than it is with thirty. 

Ms. Johnson: Cynthia Johnson, Time. I just would like to say in terms of magazine 
still, or in addition to wire still, we have very different requirements for the magazines 
We shoot chrome. We very rarely use wire pictures unless we can get a print. That's 
just the requirements of a magazine. So it's another factor to consider. 

Mr. Williams: And I'm aware of the fact that you guys prefer color and other 
people what black and white, that kind of thing. 

Ms. Johnson: It's 110t a difference between, the wires shoot color. It's that we 
use chrome. We print our magazine from chrome. 

Mr. Williams: 

Let me thank 
all these ideas. 
this to Fred, and 
coming. 

Other comments? 

you all very much. Let me assure you that we intend to follow up on 
We'll be meeting with our planners. We'll be giving a transcript of 
we' 11 send a transcript to all of you as well. Thanks very much for 

END 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBL.IC AFF'AJR:S 

1 ;'. AUG 1990 

SUBJECT: DoD Media Pool Travel Authorization and Orders No. 90-01 

TO: Individuals Concerned 

/ 
-~--/.-

/ 

The Secretary of Defense authorizes and invites the individuals identified 
on the attached listing to travel aboard military conveyance, includinc air, 
sea and ground transportation, during the period 12-22 Aug 90 
for the purpose of gathering Information for publ~i~c~a~t~i~o-n~o~r~b~r~o-a-d~c-a--s~t-.--~~~h~l~s--
trave1 is primarily of official concern to the Department of Defense, under the 
authority of the Secretary of Defense, and meets the criteria of DoD lll.recliv" 
5122.8 for use of military carriers for public affairs purposes. 

Travel by military transportation is directed and no fare will be asses~ed. 
All other expenses incurred as a result of these orders will be borne by the 
individuals named. Access to flight deck during non-critical phases of flight 
is authorized at discretion of the aircraft commander. All safety regulations 
will be strictly observed. HQ MAC/DOXT has waived portions of AFR 60-·16, MACR 
55-130, and MACR 55-141 to permit named individuals aboard MAC aircraft uuri1•;; 
tactical missions. 

News media represent,.tives are granted mission essential grouaJ 
personnel (MEGP) status in accordance with HQ MAC message 0223GOZ Dec KB. 

This is a non-revenue mission. 

These orders do not constitute authorization for access to cl,.ssHic•J 
information or to enter classified military areas. Aircraft commanders mutit Ol' 
advised of the contents of these orders. 

REQu~ijl: . 
;;;t " .d'tfl~t:lf;»t4-----

Peter Alexandrakos 
Colonel, u.s. Air Force 
Director for Plans 

Attachment: 
As sta t!!'!l'"' 

APPROVED: 

I,),.J ·r;~ .. ~ 
Robert w. Taylor 
Deputy Assistant Secretat·y 

of Defense (Public Affairs) 
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NAME 

KING, John 

APPLEWHITE, Scott 

JEONG, Nartin W. 

DOD NATIONAL MEDIA POOL l1EMBERS 

SSN 

030-52-9795 

407-76-1904 

546-04-3811 

ADAMS, JU.lllXJ!X ,Tames 1J. 

ROCHELLE, Carl 

TORPEY, Bob 

TURNER, Chris 

O'CONNOR, Frank 

LEVIN, Al 

MOTE, Tom 

YDSTIE, John 

PETERZELL, Jay 

BRACk, Dennis 

ROSS, Mike 

COPELAND, Peter 

AUKOFER, Frank 

-

214-52-5132 

253-78-4062 

228-66-9248 

444-66-6612 

212-44-1848 

220-50-8478 

502-58-4103 

147-36-6325 

460-60-4556 

129-36-7179 

348-46-7443 

387-30-1679 

UniteJ P1·e:.3 
Internation..ll 

United Press 
International 

Reuters 

CNN 

CNN 

CNN 

CNtl 

CNtJ 

Nl'F 

TIM!:: 

l'IME 

LA 'riMES 

Scripps -II 01~.:1 rJ 

Mih~aukee 
Jornal 
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0 lZZlle: ALE 1C 
t:; !~:jF •~snHtUiON o:,. IASOr PA ~~·' 
r::, U!~HCZ"~ MAC~io.L AFB FL/ /(LP~/1 

US:i~~ENT FWD MACOILL AFB Ft m:srt,Tt WASH!HG":'Qf; tC 
U5::t.:c;~c HOttJLUlU H!JiFI<./1 USCIA:CWR VI.HHHWEit Gt.riP:.t: 
USCiN:Sc QUAl!! HEIGHTS '/Ill/PAll 
USW<:S'I(( P(l:RSOO AFB COl !PAll 
;!NCFOR rT MCP~ERSVN !i~IIPAtl USC!NtriANl SCOH 1Fi l;J?Atr 
CKC WllH!N,TOH OCr !POll OlAf WASHING TOll OCIIPA!! 
C~WSARCW:' n ~CPHiP.SOfV GM!Pt..t/ 
CG l ~!11/A?II 
C()!!1SNAV:EN7 C{A~t HAREOR Hi 1/Pr.t I 
CC'ICSCEN:Af SHAW Afi SCIIPA/1 COOAC LUGLEY AF8 VA/IW/ 
A•EHIASli HUS:AT AHE~BASlY P!YAOH 
Ull';to OHIHEA!; Sl COP. JCSE HACO!LL AF6 H 
c;:;•: CJCS WASHINGT!lli OC:IPA!; 
US(J~CLA~T ~ORFOLt VAIIPA!I USCINcSOC HA:Olll AF6 Fc!!P<ii 
Cit~:s:.~ OHU!i ~FS HU iPAI I CSA WASHlliGTON OCI/Pt 'i 
Crll~fO w•SHINGTOO OC CINCMAC SCOTT AF8 ILIIW: 
A"-E•SASS·· HAIIAHA/ tO!t:l I AHEH8ASSY AIU OHAE! 
Clii!Sa~TM !H'tl.Ci1 SA HUB WASHING iON OCUPA.': 

l!ll:tAS 
Slli!J: ANNE! f Tv OI'ORO OESEII1' SHltLO PUBLIC AHIIRS 
A US~H~:~Ni lll6JU! AUG 90. SA8. 

Rf1 ' ';(I< usm:m PROPOSED ANNEX f TO OPOR& Om!IT SHIEl' 
PUSLIC AF!<!!S AND iS APPROVED O!TH TH£ fOLLOIIING CI!At;;;ES; 
~. PAR' WI• lAo. CHA~G£ TO REAO. ·ASOIPA1 WILl ENSURE l!H£tY 

• ~J;i'!CmOI: 1~0 0£PLOYHENT OF TH£ 000 IIATIONAL ~EO!A POOl. I' 
A:mm;. AlD< "' wiLL COOROIIIAT£ W!lH THE O!PARTHENT OF S!ITE 
•D0i1 TO CSTAI~ HCST GOV!i~f!IT APPROVAL FOR 000 IIATIOiiAL NtVl 
Hlu!A POOL AND WILL ASSIST USCENTCQM PA AS APPROPRIATE TO OBTAIN 
APPI•)VAL fOR OSC!NTCOM REGIOIIAL NEWS MEDIA POOLS EIITRY INTO THE 
AR!A Of l.!lPOrl!iSI~iH iAOI!i. Ot!AIL!O INfOIIMAT!Oii. SUPPORT 
ARRANGE~ENTio AIIO iTINERARIES FOR EACH POOL DEPLOYMENT WILL SE 
f!llloARDED 81 USCENTCOM TO OAlOiPAl FOR miiOVAV • 
I. PA<l :Cill 18). CHANGE TO REAli. ·RELEASE 01 INFORHAT!ON 
AUlHO!II!Y WILL ULTIMATn Y BE Of lEGATED BY MESSAGE TO USCINCCENT. 
USCINC~!Iil FWD J!BiS\. AND OTHER C(IIIANDS D!SIGNAT!O BY ll!liPA) 
ANO USCI!;CCE!iT AS REQUIRED OR UPOO AC'TJVATION Of JIBS. •. 
C. PARA IC/11 !Cl. CHAIIG[ TO READ, •ASOiPAl WILL ASSIST US(!NCENT PA 
AS APPROI'RIATE ON A Ca.TENUING BAliS DURING THIS OPERATION.· 
0. Pm ~Cili. lAST SENTENCE. DELETE IIOIIDS. •11 !I(HI!Y!EWS.· 
E. PARA JJ. CHANGE TO P.!AO, ·ooo NATIONAl HEOIA POOl AND UlCEHT· 
C!)! ~EGlOIIAl HEOIA POOL HEMBE~S WILL BE.,.,· 
f. APPENOll l TO AN~EI F. PARA 1. SENTENCES 3.4 & I. CHANGE TO 
READ, .NHRS SHOULD 6E INfO~ED OF THE S!NSITlVlT! OF THE INFORMA· 
TlQi Ao~ AS!EO NOT TO RELEASE IT, U.S. MILITARY ACCREDITATION IS 
ISSUED BASED OIIIIMRS OBSERYAHCE Of THE ESTABLISHED GllOOII) IIULES. • 
G. AP'ENO!I 3 TO ANNE! F, PARA lC(l)IA). SECI*O SEHTEIICE. CHANGE 
TO REAC. "ALl DATE~INES ~UST BE: 'IN THE PERSIAN GULF' at 'ABOARD 
THE USS I filL IN NIIIE Of SHIP) II THE PERSIAII GUlf.' THERE CAN BE 
NO MENTIOII OF COUNTRY OF EI!BARI IN REPOI!TIIIi. • 
Z. OASDmi flOC FOR PLAIS IS LTC JERRY t. HAll[. USA. AIY ZZJ-1073. 
((Ill (ZDZ) 113-1013: fOilllfOIA ~RIEl. LCDI SA!l[RFJELD. AIV IZ!· 

•••••••••••••••TUBE PIM£DIATELY TO tsR••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
•••••••••••CALL POST!D IUMBfR FCI ALl SPECAT TRAFFIC'''''''''''' 
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AUG 13 '90 12:10 FROM ASSOCIATED PRESS 
DOD MEDIA POOL RELEASE 90-1-1 
RELEASED BY OASD(PA) AT 1220 EST, 13 Aug 90 

tam93 ,A46-----
r w BC-SaudiPool 
Aec-s.udi Pool,380< 

. 
88-13'8482 

~ .... 

A£dst Th• following pool ~po~ was fil•d by John King of TMa 
Asso~tat~ Pre••· The P•ntagon pool arrtvad in Saudi Arabia Ss18 
P• m. Monday, ·loeal 1:1.-. ( 

At An Air Ia•• in SAUOI ARABIA _ M&J. Gen. Don L, Kaufman, ~ief 
of tMe U.S. Military training mission to Saudi Arabia and now 
•~ttng ~ief of •taff ~or Central Command Forward - the command 
o~rations for U.S. ~roops. Kaufman 5aid planes •~ landing 
virtually •very 10 Minut .. or so, carrying in trocps and •quipment. 

On the ~urrent Military ~ituation, he said ••everyt~tng is about 
the saMe •• it'• ~en ~or about a week or so. Thi• i• an historie 
.oment in tMe Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. I think our position grows 
stronger with eaeh day that goes by.•• Kaufman •aid tnat.Mhen asked 
if th•r• wer• •nough ~o~• there if Iraq attacks. 

''Tn• Saudi gover~nt has been •~tremely eooperative.•• ~ a.id 
h• thinks they arv surprised by thv &i~• of the Ameri~an 
~mmit .. nt. ''They are finding that we are not going to allow a 
handfull of Rm•rteans to D- in harm's way. Th• numbers are large~, 
I think, than th• &aud1s originally ant ic:ip<~~ted. · • 

Dozvns of military transport plan••• vehicl~• and equipm•nt. 
u.e. ~or~•• and equipment were arriving at several pla~s in the 
kingdom and moving on to various positions. 

PAGE.00l 

--R-.port•l"-- -tMti-ntt tel<•,. eut to vi•it t.-oops. Thi• '.l.n~ol"fttatiOI'I
is a ¥rom a briefing. 

Pool guidelines prohibit saying wh•r• are or spec:ific: details of· 
•auipment, etc:. pool stopped enroute to Saudi Arabia at1rorr•Jon 
Air Foree base in Spain ~or re¥uelin;. lt'& a waystatton for troops 
and equi~nt bound ~or the Persian Gul¥ are~. The talmae lined 
with row• of C-141 and ~ssive C-S transport planes and a wing o~ 
Fl6 ~ighters, some earrylng sidewinde~ missil••· 

A huge hangar was filled with eots so the troops ean eatch a 
naa. Ther•'• a t•l•viaion and round the ~loc:k food operation. 
Volunt•ers from the loeal ~ureh handing out drinks and bake goods. 
Among the soldiers .om• were from 327 Signal Co. in Fort Brag;. The 
airborne unit troops wor. red berets. Support groups from th~ 18th 
Air Corp, JUSt come in on a c-~. 

A Member o~ this unit said th•y had not trained in the desert 
and had not trained •~tensively for chemical warfare. ''W•'~ not 
really that well trained •Mc:ept in our <military sp•cialty>, '' • 
m.mber of the Signal Co. said. The young man anxiously ••k•d a 
reporter ''So- should I think I'm coming bac:k ••• I'm pretty 
•~•red.'' Other soldiers at th• 82nd Airbo~ne, stopping at th• 
Spain air base said they had ~eeiv•d t~aining and were confident 
th•y would fare well 1n •v•nt o~ a ~emtc:el attack in the de5•~t. 

Kau~man said he was a-reo~ no military incidll'nt btttyoo••n the 
Saudis and Iraqis. 

''As ~ar •• I know 11: has been very stable,•• said Kau~man. 
AP-WX-88-1~-H 1211EDT< 
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DOD MEDIA POOL REPORT 90-01-02 
RELEASED BY OASD(PA) AT 1:50 P.M., 13 Aug 90 

chc43 ,A54-----
r w 9C-P~o1Raport 08-13 0201 
"BC-Poo 1 Report < 
AEdsr The following is a pool dispatch reported by Scripps-Howard 
a~d filed by John King of The Associated Press. ( 

At An Air Base in Saudi Arabia _ Here are some brief comMents 
from troops at an airfield in Saudi Arabia. We are prohibited f~1 
saying where interviews took place or from using their names. 

The troops were interviewed in the air base hanpar, waiting to 
be transported to their field positions. 

A female nurse, 21, with Delaware National Guard, ''The guard's 
done a lot for me, and I want to 0 ut something back.'' She 
volunteered, is an airman first class from Hagertown, Pa. She's a 
&tudent in Delaware. 

~ 27-year-old sergeant froM Claymont, Del., in a support unit 
from Fort Bragg. He came over today on a Federal EMpress plane. ''I 
called my wife and told her I might be called on, and if I go, Just 
pray we all get out of here safe •••• Yes, it'& scary, you have to 
build up the courage and put the fear aside and do what you have to 
do.•• He had gas mask o~ belt. ''They are telling us to be ready to 
etay four to &iK months.•• 

AP-WX-08-13-90 1313EDT< 



AUG 13 '90 14:36 FROM ASSOCIATED PRESS 

DOD NATIONAL MEDIA POOL REPORT 90-01-03 
RELEASED BY ~ASD(PA) AT 3:00p.m., 13 Aug 90 

~e~e855 ,FI31----
u v POOLREPORT 
APQOL REPORT 

08-13 0188 

Pool report WI" it tan and filttd by Johr• King, AP. 

A Q•t•r televiliion I"'II'WtU::ilst available 01"t Sa\td i television was 
dominated by coverage of the iraqi invasion. The ~oota;e included 
lengtny cov&r<lge o~ naval and air activity in the region, including 
ehots of American and eritish ships. Most of the newscast was in 
Arabic, but the f'ootilge included comm•nts f'rorn a British official, 
in English, who said naval foree10 would turn c.;:•mrne.-c• awey from 
Iraq if eeonomic •anctions were not fully en~oreed. 

Allio show was an Arnal"ican milit.ary officer, rtot identi~ied il"' 
Englisl'l, wl;o eit .. d ll"aq•s · 'prop .. nsity•' f<::•r using chemical 
w.apons. Other footage included al'lots of • c~em-wal"f<lre suit and 
m•si<, truck11 lined up ;at th• Turk-Iraq t:IOI"der <lNi a rally of 
•upport•~"• of' Kuw;ait's ousted emir. The site o~ the rally wa• not 
given in English. 

Also •hown w•~• comment• f'rom Sen. Riel;ard Lug•r, R-Ind., 
diacussing th• US government's concern for Rmerie~n~ •nd otl'ler~ 
being neld <llllilinst their will. And brie~ ~ooi:llga was showrt of' tl"'e 
!"aunion and new• conf•rence of the 10-year-old Flmel"ican girl 
reunited witl'l ner p•rents. 

--30-
king 
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nEds: The ~ollowing is a pool dispatch r•ported by Scripps-Howard 
and ~ilea by John King o~ The Associated Press.< 

At An Ai~ Base in Saudi Arabia _ Here are soMe brieF coMMents 
~rom troops at an airField in Saudi Arabia. We are prohibited ~roo1 
saying where inte~vie"s took place or from ueing their naMes. 

The troops were interviewed in the air base hangar, waiting to 
be transported to their field positions. 

R female nurse, 21, with Delaware Nation.l Guard, ''The guard's 
done a lot ~or me, and I want to put something back.'' She 
volunteered, is an airman First clase from Hagertown, Pa. She's~ 
student in Delaware. 

A 27-year-old sergeant from Claymont, Del., in a support unit 
from Fort Bragg. He came over today on a Federal EMpress plane. ''I 
called my wife and told her I might be called on, and if I go, JUSt 
pray we all get out of here safe, ••• Ye., it's scary, you have to 
build up the courage and put the fear aside and do what you have to 
do.•• He had gas mask on belt. ·'They are telling us to be ready to 
stay four to eiM months.•• 

AP-WX-08-13-90 1313EDT< 
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-EDSe This pool repert was reported, written and filed by John King 
of The Associated Press, < 

SAUDI ARABIA _ Thr .. AmRri~an oil workers in Saudi Arabia said 
Mond~y they have found virtually unanimous support among Saudi 
citizens for the mat~sive deployment of u.s. troops here. 

The three, one of whom was heading home to aeorgia on a flight 
Monday night, said they initially feared Iraqi for~•• would 
continue •outh into the Saudi kingdom after ~onquering Kuwait but 
now feel reast~ured that •uch an attack would be repelled. 

The three men work for Aramco, an oil company they said has abou. 
~,000 American workers here. About 80 percent of the dependents of 
the expatriate workers have departed sin~e the Iraqi invasion of 
K11wait, thlil'y said, under a voluntary p,...ogram rul"' by the cor~pany. 

Heading home Monday night was Joe Daniel of Eastman, Ga., a 
student at the New Orleans 9aptist Seminary who was here for a 
summer JOb and •cheduled to leave sometime this month. 

••J tried to get out earlier, right after the invasion, but 
the~e was a waiting list,•• Daniel said. ''1 wasn't ~•ally afraid 
but everybody at the <Aram~o) camp thought it would be best to go 

- •• ··soon as poissibhi. •• · · ·· .. · -
Daniel said he ~alled family members the day after the invasion 

to let them know he was safe. 
·'We really don't fl!stl any danger,' • toaid D•niel; who arrived in 

Saudi Arabia two months ago. 
The men work at an Aram~o facility in Abqaiq, more thann 200 

mile• •outh of the Kuwait-Saudi border, near whi~h I~aQi troops 
have taken up positions. 

They were interviewed in a hotel elsewher. in Saudi Arabi« by a 
reporter allowed into the ~ountry Monday with a Pentagon media 
pool. Gue•t• at the hotel included dozens of Kuwaitis, ~ritons 
<Style??), and othstra who fled Kuwait after Iraq attacked. Ground 
rules for the operation prohibit disclosure of the exact location. 

Mike McMahon, who said he has been in Saudi Arabia working for 
Aramco ''off and n for 10 ystars'' said most Americans learned of 
the Iraqi invasion from Yoi~e of American and Sriti•h Broadcasting 
Co~p. broadcaats. 

''It makes you uneasy, nervous, but I never had personally any 
fear for my life,•• said McMahon, of Phoenix. ''I've thought from 
the beginning that the riak to ua was pretty low.•• 

He •aid another Aramco worker•, whom he declined to name, went 
to the Saudi-Kuwait border ahortly after the invaBion be~auaa he 
wanted to inquire about family Memb•~ in Kuwait. 

''He wasn•t able to get in,•• McMahon said. ''Iraqi •oldiers 
st 

···~~~ 



MeMahon said th~ man took vaeation time to try to locate his 
family but the he had not heard from him so did not know whether 
they still were in Kuwait. 

Ha said Saudis who work at ~rameo have bean overwhelmingly 
supportiva of tha u.s. military buildup here. 

''The Saud-is I've talked to are vey mueh supportive of' the 
Amariean troops and their presenee here,'' he said. ''During the 
Iran-Iraq war whan the U.S. ships were in the Persian Gulf there 
was a miKed fweling among the Saudis. But this time I f.-1 like 
most everybody is glad to seem tham, especially when they first 
eame because of the reports about the Iraqi troops massing at the 
border. I know I'm certainly glad to sae them.•• 

The other ~rameo workar asked to be identified only bu his first 
name, Walt, and said he was from Mississippi. 

He said the ~mericans most worried about the prosect of an Iraqi 
invasion of Saudi territory hava left ''with most of them leaving 
their cars out at the airport. We still beliave their is no real 
thraat hara but anytime the military is involved some people get 
hystaric:al.'' 

Walt, who said he has worked here for n&vero years, said family 
members ealled him at 2 a.m. and 6 a.m. th& day after the ~ug. 2 
invasion, saying they had haard reports that all ~mericans in Saudi 
Arabia were being evacuated. 

''I said that was nonsense only to get another call a few hours 
later with the same question,'' he said. 

Walt said he had come away from his recant conversations with 
Saudis with the impression ''Saddam Hussain has forfeited his 
credibility among the Arabs here and they are now very much against 
him and very supportive of the U.S. prasance.'' 

An English-language Saudi nawsc:ast Mond·ay night showed King Fahd 
meeting with his Cabinet and the newscaster said the king had 
offered praiso for the nations that have sent military forces to 
help defend the oil-rieh kingdom, And an editorial in Monday's ~rab 
New~, 8nd English language daily published in Saudi Arabia, 
condemned the invasion of Kuwait and ealled 6addam ''a ~ool 1 
•qui~ming •nd ~~othing hysteria in a tren~h o~ his own making.'' 

Both Walt and MeMahon said they would be leaving Saudi ~rabia 
soon for scheduled vaeations b•Jt planned to return. 

''In some ways I'm sorry to leave at this time,'' MeMahon said. 
''It's a stressful period for some of our people and I wish I could 
stay with them .~!:'d __ ride it out.' • . ··----------- ········---------
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SAUDI ARABIA - P•r·atroop&~rr. with thii !2nd AU· borne 
divisi•m epr•Qa~ a<:t'Oiiiii the; Saudi Arabh•M d..,.,..,.;; Tt.a,•d:.~·,· witlr 
tank10, gwu; 7.il1d mi.s,;ile;s t!llt)··ing thti'y ...,.,...., ''"'"dy for anythir,g 
including a chemical '" t toock • <,.up> 

""W01're traitHid fur· it," an Atm Ar·tJor, Mi<:h., Ar'lil'{ 
spet~bolist said of th"' ~·e>sliiibi.lity of chet>~ic:al 1-<a,·far"'· ""1f lt; 
happ"''"", "'"' · re rer.~dy for it. · • <ec.>p> 

The paratroopers wer"' part nf tha U.S. ~ilitary buildup n 
Saudi ANibi;.; cwder•ad by F'r,.si.r.!!!'nt Bush t.to '"'drmw a :J.i.llo;; in t. 1e 
s~nd'' and h~lp prevent Ir~q from invading.Ceop) 

Th"'Y brought wi\;~1 i:.hem ShP.t•i,c:jal'> tar1k.!> 0<t1d TOI.~ ant1-!c.;;m;, 
Mii!lliileil that wowld fo:-m a defomsiv"' lin"' to fight Iraqi 
fc>rC:Iihi if t.hey inva.d~.<~op) . 

Thi< sc,;;ldittt'!'> al.so br•cught 50·-c,.liber· gun~ und f.t·uck<• t.hc< 
c:at·• fir., banks of b""'lv"' b>lt.tJ ... "''"""l"'"' :;a!: ;,; ti,..e.<eop) 

Ev•ry par·atroup~r inter·viQwed by a poa1 c~ A~eriC3t1 
repot•t.er• ~aid he was t~eoad~~ fer a themic:itJ .. 3tttl:tt..:k ot' ~H'I>ythlr'l 

el.~e l:hal: t:ohl,.s.<E'op> 
Iraqi ptc·eu;.ident s~dd:!t~ f..k~i.:S$E!d.n u·s•d r.:h~mi~..:n.l loo!ieapGthV it"l 

th .. Ir:J.n-Iraq '"""'', ;ou1r.i a11 It.alian di pl<Jmlllt. ha>S sai.d Eh•dd'"" w ;,; 
relocating c:hemir:a.l. IIIW,itiot'li!l c:lo5eH' to t.h.;e Sawdi bo:·d~·r now <eor> 

1
''

1 l'M a 1ittlM 4CRrsd but~.pw~·r~ r~ady," ~~id ~ 
para trrmpli'r· .from Norfolk, Va. <eop) 

A l.i•wt.,tta.nl: s:.ai.u t.he par·;;d:r·oopet·s tt·ait>"'d c::on"b,•ntl)' tn 
fight in ""'"l"'ar, chemic"'l 1.1r b;;u;t .. r·iolngici\l lv«aJ~ons bHttJ.e.·.<:t~op> 

'"1We hav!!:t'l't. dena it it'l lhi!! h~at,'' he• !!"id. f.lut. he sai 
the l;rt>ops regr.lat"l}' trait> in the hwr.nd summ•n ho;, ... l: nf F1ori·. 
Br•a!;lg, N.C. (eop> 

1-it.>wev..,r, G"'n. Nt>r'm"'n Sdw>ar" kopf, t:ommand.-r· of al.l U.S. 
forC:t'l'!!l in th"" Midd1• E~o~·11t, told th .. ponl r .. portar·s earl.:i.iH' 
that: the t.r·orJp!!! f1<!.VI!! trl!lin•d in th.- ht>t. t:hotmi<;al f.)t·~tii!cl:><'l<'l 

'il.dtlll i.n we,;tli!rn U.S. detai!rt-.; where~ t.eMperaturii.'S ar·e 
~cmpar~bl~ tu t~1osw in Saudi Hrabia.<s~p) 

Th"' p,.r .. tr·oop.,.rt>, interviewii!d at an undi'!!lclos.,d :s!.»ging 
area, 'lhlid ~.h .. y ..,,.,. .. an:<iou,. t.o g .. t cl.oJS.,t' to tho;; i";'"""'it 
border• whet•e c:omr~~ar1dar!! said Iraqi for,;es that invaded and 
ot:cupi"'d Huwai.t. •~ere buildir~g up at1rJ di.gging it> defet>!!iivaly. ·.,cp> 

Soa1s .:of the ;;c~di<H'Ii palii>"'d the tim., w<th sar•donic: humor ·(ft>Op) 
~!hen a r"'pr>r ter a!O/,.,d ot11ll' r,f t.h,.~• the r.orec:i!'le purpose of 

his 50·-cal. i boar gun tt>oun ted on <i t.t• u c;k , .,,, r Fpl i ad • '"' i'r' s ta·y 



al.!ve .. · ~<eop> 
Th111 p;;.,·&trooperlii al.po brought. c:ommunir.::attcm \:r1.4r;k~; and au 

emt.i:·t~< r6!palir Wille ftlr t.r!AC~.Il, tanke and lr.iosi.le<ii ••I t.h them. -.op> 
Thl!! mechimicw all hail M··l.o r·ifla;; by their !iiil.li!s.·(eop) 
''''The~ are soldi~~,. first,· • an o~fic~r sald.<eop> 
l'he paratroope~s alr.C> had med l. c::g; c.cott~tt~lll'ded b)• a secor.d 

lil!!t.<tenant I·Jho ~•'lid i:h.- medic:" tlf!Vet· get t.he al:.tent.iw> the;• 
dliliiar ""'. < .. c•p> 

''Everybody give!'l alJ. the atb.mti.rm to the big toys,'· h 
said, ref'el"ring to t.he t:a.,iu; and amU.-t:;ank ''"''••pmH; 'lF.!al"b)'·""' p} 

Th"' pool repot•t:sr•,. W<>r&- bctund by ruli\IS prohl.bi t.ing tl•~"' 

f'rom say·in!:J Nhmrll! i.11 Sl!u.<rH Ar·abia the I.I,S. ;.mi. t;;;; ar111 ami h~:~w 

big th .. ;• ar·e. <wol> · 

L •:essaes9s •£S£SS6SZOZ 08-tH OZOL JGidO~GI91 XOJSX:AS 1N3S 
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FOR TloUS AND At.\. OTHER POOL.. REPORTS Pt.EASE USE THE FOt.t.OWING F~. 
NU~BER1 202-693-6853 and i~ bu•y, 697-3501. pleaaa number this pool 
report no. 6 and the newspaper po61 no. 7 and ~aK to teh same 
n~Mber. reuters is receiving no. ~ and it should be available 5oon. 
•' 

~yi, svl reports coming in today because of volume of 
interviews. this first s•t will be followed with later day 
demonstrations of w•apons and additional intervi•ws. 

dateline for all is SAUDI ARABIA _ we are prohibited ~rom 
disclosing eMact location, 

this report writt•n and filed by John King of AP. 

SAUDI ARABIA ~ For one American soldier, deploymant in Saudi 
Arabia is & honeymoon of sorts. 

The sp~te:l&l :let, based at Fol"t &'rag;, N.c., was schltduled to be·. 
married on Au;. 11 but .was .. called for". d1.1ty :ln Baudi Arabia .a few 
days bttf'orit then. . · : · · · -~~--·· . . , · · : ·· · .< 

''My wife~·· then my fiance, and !"got to thinking that l .might 
not come back so, we d.e:lded to go ahead and do it,•• said the 
sp.oialist, among a contingent fl"om the 82nd AirbOrne set up· at a 
Saudi air defense camp. . . . .. · · ·· 

The Saudi d.se!"t has the specialist, from ~nroev:lll• Csp??l, 
Ala., thinking about changing his honeymoon plans. 

''We wel"e supposed to go to Florida but now maybe we'll go 
someplace better," he said. "With . this heat, maybe "'•' 11 go to 
Alaska. t ' .. . . . . . 

Ground rules fer the Pentagon poo'l operation prohibit discloaui-e 
Of he IIM&Ct lOCation and publication of the names ,of Arneriean ;:,:: .. ,,. 
troops deployed here to def'end Saudi Arabia from a possible Jraqi 
·attack. ' . .. , .· 

The 82nd Airborne troops visited .Tuesday arv living in 'tents on· 
the Saudi comple", surrounded by M5S1-Sheridan airbOrne assault 
vehicles, a Hght tank, anti-tank veti.:lc:l•s vquipped with Tow · . .' 
missil•• and othvr weapons, including and multi rocket laucn'eystvm 
designed to fire at enemy radar' and assembly positions as well as 
1 i'ght vehicles. . · .. · .... 

. When they &!"rived their worries were potential battles wK sh 
Iraqi troops and possible use of chemical weapons against them. 
Now, with Iraqi forces taking up dafensivll positions and the . _·. 
burgeoning American force digging in as well, .the troops here'are 
more worried about family back home and beating yhe intense desel"t 
heat. .. . .. 

Temperatures IHitre approaching Ul~ ·degrees when -the pool 'Visited 
the troops at 10 a.m. local time Tuesday and eKpectltd to reach .ue 
degrees or higher' by afternoon. The reddish sand .of the dese~t can 
bR seen for miles1 shade 1• virtually impossible to find. _ 

The most popular spot here is the maintenane garage, which 
offers a respite from the sun and _ by Saudi standards _ a cooling 
bre~tze. 

All of the ~rican forces here are told to drink at least siM 
gallons of watvr a day to stay hydrated in the seal"ing heat. 

These rapid-deployment forces were called into action so quickly 
that many •aid they did not get to say goodbye to family and 
friends, 

''The last time I 
one staf~ Sgt. ''She 
got a qulck note off 

wife was 5 a.m: the day Z left,•• said 
home when I got tha call to ;o. So I 
I le~t and wrote her from Spain on tna 

IOI&y QVer,tt 
One of the 

give approval 
''I didn't 

based at Fort 

few complaints from the soldiers _ 
for a ~ree mail syst.m. 
have tim• to ;et any money,•• ••id 
Bl"agg and orginally ~rom New York. 

that Washington 

tne staff sgt, 
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''.1 hope the Ameriean people realize tl'le need f'or us to be 
nere;•• one liatenant said. ''As leaders o~ the f'ree world we 
cannot allow.this type of' aggreaeion to take place. No one really 
likes being hera bit wa•ve got a JOb to do and we•re eager to do 

: _u .. P __ .. -· -· __ --· 

A liaute~nt interviewed atop a Sheridan said morale has been 
''outstanding'' and that troops are beginning to adJust to the 
heat. ''We're settling in now,•• he said. ''We came in aKpaeting 
anything f'rom going into a peacetime Mission to total war, ln 
Panama we went in knowing it was a combat situation right off the 
bat.'. 

There is little shade under which to escape the sun and the 
troops left the states so Quickly they could not bring any.;ear for 
recreation activttt••· Bo now they mostly sit and wait. Those 
assigned to day shifts say sl .. ping at night, when temperaturede 
drop nto the &0s1 isn't so bad. There are rowe.of' tents for those 
who ne.d to sleep during the day, :but they provide little escape 
~~t~dryhed. · . ·· 

• '.We'd rather sit and wait than. go and f'ight but t.t•s 
frustrating,•• said the lieutenant. 

The·staf'f' sargeant had a different perspective. 

. ' ··, 

~'lf l have to ~me this far and go through all this trouble I'd 
rather get out there and fight, take ~are of' business,•• he.said. 

S.udi fore•• brought the American troops sandMiehes and fries 
frail! Hard••• and also have brought breakfast• of bread, fru.it and 

· eh•••••· Believe it or not, several·said they would prefer·to,eat 
their Army-issued MA£s _ meals ready to eat~ 
.. • 'No of'f'ense beeau•• the Saudis have bean great hosts, but 
things JUSt taste a little different,'' said one Sgt. .. .. ,.· · 

All of the troops have ehwmieal warfare suits with them and ;as 
masks strapped to their hips, 

.. You he•r little ru1110rs about .it Cthe possibility of chemical 
atta~ks) from time to tim• but you.Just press ·on,'' ·another sgt 
!'rom Fort Bragg said as he stood neKt.to a huge satellite 
=ommunications disk. ''We've got a lot of duties to take eare of 
here •o you ~an•t Morry too mu~h.'' 

Said a sgt from Mt. Airy, N.C. I ''You ean&t worry abo~t the gas 
or enemieals, You take in the equipment and.if you need to use it 
you clo. we• re trainltd and ready." . .. . · , .. : . -.: ..... · .-·: .. ,.'1'.~: .. 

Ben. Ed Scholes, commander of the forward ~ommancl forces here, 
said •·o~r troops are prepared for that and ready f'or it if.it 
~mas •••• You• re always cone4trned about that proapttet. but ,o.ur. 
troop• here are trained in that and they nave the equ:f.po~ent.' • .. 

Scholes d-eribltd the mission as • 'deterranee, assisting ancl·. 
training the S!laucli• and if necessary assisting 'them in the defense 
of the kingdom of Saudi Arabia.•• 

Part of the 82nd's eurrent work, he said, was sa~uring an area 
for the arrival of Marine• and equipment. 

&~holes and the t~op• reported f'eM equipment probleMs 
associated with the heat. 

''There are obvious problems in operating in this environment 
but we've had nothing unusual,'' the general said. 

Some radio failures have been blamed on the neat. 
Army offi~ials said la•t week that units wi\h tanks and other 

vehicles would ne.d additional air filters and nigher viscosity oil 
to keep runnin; in the desert environment. As mucl'l a problem as the 
heat is the talcum-like sand of the deaert. 
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National Desk: This is pool reporc number seven. You must fax a 
printout of this immediately to the Pentagon, and then wait tor 
the Pentagon to release it to everyone before using it. Fax num
ber at Pentagon is 202-693-6853. To verify that number and make 

sure of everything, call 202-693-1074. 
Following is a daily newspaper pool report by Frank Aukofer of 

The Milwaukee Journal and Peter Copeland of Scripps Howard. 
Saudi Arabia-As soldiers have for centuries, the ~ericans of 

the 82nd Airborne here are mostly fighting the heat, boredom and 
concern that their loved ones back home are worrying about them. 

And, as soldiers have always done, they already are complaininq 
about the food and the sanitary facilities. 

The first couple of days weren't bad. Their Saudi hosts brouqht 
the troops Hardee's beet sandwiches and french fries. No kidding. 
Nobody amonq the troops knows where the Saudis found the American 
fast food, but there are Hardee'sfranchises in this country. 

Now the troops have settled in to meals provided by their saudi 
hosts that consist mostly of bread, water, fruit and vegetables. 

"Yesterday for lunch, we had green beans, bread and water, and 
for breakfast today, we had bread, an apple and water," said a 
19-yea:r-old private from Spokane, Wash. 11 I'd rather eat an MRE 
(ready-to-eat field ration) but they said they don't have enough 
in the country yet." 

Many of the soldiers at an air defense base the Saudis turned 
over to the Americans here in the desert can't get used to the 
fact that the shower and latrine is combined in a single stall
and they don't come equipped with toilet paper. 

"These people own most of the oil and have most of the money in 
the world, and they drive Dimmers and Mercedes," said a 36-year
old platoon sergeant from Columbia, S.C. "You think they'd come 
up with some decent plumbing." 

A 23-year-old private from Portsmith, Ohio, said, "The desert's 
not as bad as I thought. At night it's like air conditioninq," he 
said with a qrin. 

The troops have little to do but sit in the stifling heat, and 
try to keep their equipment and vehicles ready to go at a mo
ment'& notice. 

In coming days they will be training with Saudi troops and pre
paring to defend the area where more u.s. equipment will be un
loaded. 

They also will be training to protect themselves from chemical 
weapons, which have been used in the past by Iraqi forces in the 
war against Iran. 

A 31-year-old sergeant from Sanford, Fla., was the man in 
charge of protecting his people from chemicals. 

They all carry gas masks strapped to their sides and protective 
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suits in their packs. They al•o carry three syringes loaded with 
antidotes to nerve gas. 

"It's just like putting on reqular clothes," he said. "It would 
degrade soldiers' performance, but I've trained in the California 
desert and didn't die of heat.• 

Another chemical warfare expert, a 22-year-old trom San Fran
cisco, said he had worn one of the suits tor eight hours straight 
in training in the California desert. But that was in so-degree 
temperatures, he said. 

In addition to all the protective, equipment, the troops have 
nerve qas detectors to warn them of an attack. 

A 23-year•old tank commander from Turtle Lake, Wis., said one 
of the biggest problems was that the heat had been "frying the 
radios." 

The equipment was not desiqned specifically for desert fight
ing, and the tanks and jeeps were painted dark green camouflage 
instead of the brown desert patterns. 

The vehicles did not have big tires for sand and sometimes 
bogged down off the road. 

Tank crews stay 24 hours a day wi~ their Vietnam-era Sheridan 
liqht tanks, which can be dropped from airplames. They sleep on 
the tanks or on the sand next to the tanks. But during the day, 
the metal armor on the tanks is too hot to touch, much less sleep 
on. 

Their only activity so far has been writing letters home and 
keeping the tanks running. 

"There's a lot of maintenance," the Turtle Lake tank commander 
said. "When you depend on a vehicle to keep you alive, you keep 
after it." 

Each person out in the open must drink five to six gallons of 
water a day to keep from dehydrating in the desert heat, the 
troops say. They carry canteens and one-liter plcstic bottles of 
water provided by the Saudis. 

With the tanks and other vehicles sitting out in the open, the 
ooolest place around is the maintenance garaqe, where the desert 
wind blowa through one of the few shaded areas around. 

Temperatures reach 100 degrees by 10 in the morning, and climb 
to 120 just past midday. Everyone agrees that the early afternoon 
is the worst time. 

Sleeping at night, the soldiers say, is not too bad because it 
cools down to the 80s. But the men who work nights and must sleep 
during the day have had some troUble adapting, 

"I miss the smog already," said a 24-year-old TOW anti-tank 
missile gunner from Buena Park, calif., near Los Angeles. He had 
ju•t finished writing a letter to his girlfriend in North Caroli
na, near Fort Bragg. 
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An 18-year-old private from Winchester, Ky., said the hardest 
part for him was worrying about how his family must be worrying 
about him and the other troops. 

Sitting in the shade of a jeep and sharpening a knife, the Ken
tucky ppivate sAid be'd like to be able to tell his mom that he's 
doinq all right. 

•Tell her not to worry, that I'll be home soon," be said. Tell 
her to pray for me and tell her I pray every night." 

-30-
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SAUDI ARABIA - A 26-year-old Saudi sergeant had this advice 
:or hia new American allies: ''Keep the flaps of your tent 
>pen. ' ' 

''God willing, they will get used to the heat soon,•• said 
:he stocky sergeant, sweat running down his face into a thick, 
llack beard. 

He and his men stood outside a cloth tent, white on the 
lUtside and a festive yellow inside. They slept on colorful woven 
:ugs and made strong coffee in silver-colored pots. 

About SO yards away on the Persian Gulf, American soldiera 
:rom the 82nd Airborne had their own tent. The soldiers from both 
;ides were guarding a Saudi naval base. 

In other parts of the country, the soldiers from the two 
•rmies were separated, but here on the coast they began combined 
lperations Tuesday. 

''This is the first day and we are getting to know each 
lther,'' the Saudi sergeant said, speaking through an 
.nterpreter. 

The American platoon at the site was getting to know both the 
laudis and what it was like to live in the desert. 

''They could put us up in air-conditioned buildings,'' said 
~he platoon's medic, a 24-year-old from Hollywood, Fla. ''But 
~hen if we have to fight people uaed to thia, we•re not going to 
.ast very long.'' 

The medic said his biggest problem was the gung-ho types in 
is platoon. 

''We've got some pretty hard-charging studs here,•• he said. 
'They push pretty hard. But that's their job. They're 
avericka. '' 

He said that a number of membera of the platoon had suffered 
~rom the heat, by not drinking enough water and not eating as 
tell as they ahould, 

''I'm like their mother,'' he said. ''It's my job to see that 
~hey eat, and if you aee a guy with two full canteens, you know 
1e's not drinking," 

The medic said he had treated many platoon members with 
ntravenoua injections of a nutrient-ladden fluid called 
•ringers lactate.'' <cheek definition>. Symptoms of heat 

!Xhaustion, he said, are headaches and blurred vision. 
The Saudis, used to living in the desert, had the more 

:omfortable looking of the two tents. The Americans simply had 
.heir gear strewn on the sand inside. 

Between the two tents was an area, half surrounded by buried 
rooden packing crates, with two 25-foot-long pieces of canvas 
nside. The Saudis aaked the Americans not to step there because 
~hat is where they face Mecca and pray five times a day. 



Tl'le PO<:il visited first w:itn a d~tac;l"'ment from t,.,e 82nd A>rborl'le 
t~at ~ad set up a staging eamc at a Saudi a1r-defense facility 
temporarily bring usad as a t:O<mo fc•r the U.S. forces. 

Their camp .. ·w;u; 1: ha t empor;;tl"'y home fo:>r l'l~tmel"'o•.ll!l viet Man-'l!l"'.a M5:5l 
St>eri.dan airbol"'ne assault vehicles _ 1 ight, ,;oir-droooat:rlli tar•ks. 

~lao at th•t sitE~ Willi a m•Altiple ro:~eket laune~er. G~·oul'ld l"'ules 
for thw pool e>ceratiol'l orohibit the releali'e of exact n•.tmbert; of 
waapons, eMaet locations of U.5. deoloyments and tne names of most 
troocs here. Only officers with commana duties can be auoted by 
n•me. 

At the naval base, a small detachment from the 82nd took uo 
positions on sand dunes ove,..looking the water; nearby were Saudi 
forces all"'eady on hand at the naval base. 

Naval Cmdr, Christo~her J, Elles. who heads a e0-member U.S. 
Navy trainir,g detachment irt Sa~o~di Arabia, said aparoximatsly e:, 000 
Americans and 10,000 ex~atriates total had left the area since the 
Iraqi il"'vasion of K•~wai.t. 

"~ great dllal of the civilian5 hava laft here," Me said, in 
most eases l•avin; behil"'d family member5 who wol"'k for area ~11 
ooew~t io"l~·. __ 

··o~e bomb in the right place obviously would create a lot of· 
p~oblems,'' he said when asked about the defenses in place for 
t"\earby oil .,Ac:ilitiev.. '~That's a OIU'"taof"l:al ociniorr .. •' 

T!'lis was t . .,e fir1lt tima thP. vi'lliting oool h.ad thE! opoortunlty to 
se• u.s. tr-oop~ work:i~">g i., the f'i•ld with Saudi t'r.:orees. witn tl"le 
eM"'ePti<:-1"1 of the Canadian Jets. the pool has ,.,ot seen "'"Y torc .. s 
from otl"oer nations, although Egypt ian !ll"'d other fo!"c:es !11"'411 !'li';:)<:•rteo::1 
to be o~ s~udi soil. Loeal medi~ also reported tn~t ~akistan has 
pledged to send military help. 

'• Ther~' s a great deal o~ wori>.il"'g relat io::onshioso th;;~t h;;~ve tr.• be 
worked out,•• Ellv"' said of the growing MlJltinational defense fo:tl'"oe. 

Althoug~ the deoloyment of l.arge ,.,umbvrs of ~merioa~ troo!:'S on 
Sa•Jdi soil is unprecede...,ted, the U.S. military does m.air•taln liOome 
permanent training facilities here, and the c:omma~ders of tho•e 
t.tnits are assisting il"' the diseu'!!lsuons witn Saudi official• as well 
<UI tl!king on new relelli in the Americ:an defense f'~ree. Sev!.l'riOl s~udi 
military installations also were built by ~mericans, some dating 
baek to World War II! others in the past ~0 years. 

Elles said as the Amerioan oresence close to the Kuwait-Saudi 
borders grows the u.S. tT"'oOo!!l are under t:lltar ii"'Str~u::t il:•ns t-:- O<void 
int;tigatinp combat. 

''We nave very spet:if'ic rules of engapement,•• he said. ··we a~e 
no:~t going tc:- shoot fir-st ~tnless it ill more than elear that it is an 
~ttac~<.'' He said Iraqi forces wovld hav& to cross elearl~ into 
Sl!udi ter-ritory before u.s. forces would c:onsidar- firin9.. 

The pool was tr•mu:oorted into the field aboard Blat:ft.l"tewi< 
heli~opters after viewing a demonstration of A~acl"te attacK 
hel ieooterrs, a vital compona1'1t of the anti-tank ,.tratepy sh.:.•~•d 

Iro111:1 s;end its formid•ble ar-mor•d fc..-ee aeross the ~uwatt oordel" 
into the Saudi kingdom. 



Lt. Col. Don Vin9on, eo111111ander c;;.f th• 11it Bat tal ion of tMe ee;~,c! 

Aviation Brigapa1 said a typical At:~aei'le eart•ied eigt'!t lase!"-guided 
Hl!'llfire missiles, two 19-snot roeket Clods and 1C:00 r012nds of 30 mm 
amm~11"1i t ion. lh•t Vinson said tha Apaehes also eoula be f'i tted with 
otntn• wtt&I:)On!S ius well. 

~· aaid th• ~•llfires would ''destroy any arm~r known today.'' 
Asked if there were enough A~:~aehes in Saudi Arabia to d•stroy a 

column of Iraqi t;;l'nks, Vinson an'SWel'"'ed with a blunt · 'ab!ii<:;>lutely.' • 
En route to the naval bas• the Blackhawks crossed over a stretch 

of desel'"'t 100 svn-scorehed in most artuas the la:nd wa5 c:rackir<g. 
Tamoeratvres were well above 100 d•g,...as• my mid-afternoon. 

The ehoppers l:)asved over a number of Saudi oil facilities, 
including storage tanks and a lengthy pipeline. 

Out in that heat w~9 anotner detachment from the 82nd, 
exercising in the seorehin; heat am part of en effort to get them 
~ceustomed to the arid desert climate. 

t:lll u.s. 'forces Mere are being told to drirok at lliu•st six 
gallons of water a day. ~ medic at the naval base said ne had 
treatf!'d n~tmerous dehydration c;u•es. And soldiers at the staQin; 
<:'limo reoorted radio failMl"es they blamed or'! heat. 

A Saudi oft"ic:i.al travelir~; w1th tne o<:-el said s~udi• iro both the 
United States and hS!re had ealled 90verr.ment offi.ees ·~r!l 1 ng tne 
government to allow Americar~ troops in immediately after the 
i nva.•ie,n., 

''We gave them money, suooorted them and never got in their way 
and now this,'' the official said of Iraq. The <:-fficial, who asked 
not to be named, 5aid Saudi public opinion aoceared to be f~tllY, 
behind the U.S. deployment. 

He gave that assessment when asked by a member of a neli~opter 
~rewt ''What do the Saudi oeoole thi~k o~ u~ betno he~e?'' ** TOTAL PAGE,OOl •• 
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and told him that'• exactly why we shauld be worried." 
Aoothtr" con~;•rn lti ov~r wh&t will h&pp~n if th~ trisii turr•• ir.to 

a ion~ stalemate. 
Ar~b resolv• is firm now, in the fate of a clrar a.nd prtstnt 

danger, b~t may~~ more dlffitult to maintain in the months ahead, 
npt~clt.lly if the 'pvctule of ont Afab 1atlon tlowly btin9 forttd to 
iti knitS by I U,S,•Ied blofkidt ignit!i the hiShly fllmm~blt, 

.anti•Wuhrn putions that ttlll uist in this part of the wor14. 
Sufh a Htllarlo 1 ..,hilt worrltoma, Ia not c.onsidertd likely at thr 

mome~t; ho~avtr. 
"There li a ftellg that thinss are happtnins too faat for l 

stal•m•te to develop,• one Saudi tource taid. ·~ore and more, Saddam li 
Ht ins I ike a ~:orntrtd t.nimal ,• 

Corntrttd perhapt. But It is clear from 'onvHsa.tion• ~orith them 
that, wh•n the 
kil I comtl, the Saudil are aniiou1 that It wi II b~ titan and qui,k, 

vndit 

AUG 14 '90 11:32 
PAGE.Iil04 



FROM L. A. TIMES WASH. DC 

DoD NATIONAL MEDIA POOL 
REPORT 90-1 -11/ 
RELEASED BY OASD(PA) AT 3: 3{),.,.,. 
J. 4 AUc 1990 

(HIE) 8. 14, '90 14:35 N0.206%2J39! PAGE 

ITT!N BY JAY PETERZELL AND MICHAEL 

A senior Kuwaiti official said Tuesday that the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait 
can only be reversed throuqh military action by the United 
States, Saudi Arabia and other nations. 

"I don/t see any hope unless there is military 
action," said Abdul Rahman al Ateeqi, senior advisor to 
the oustec! Emir of Kuwait. "We don't want others to be 
harmed," said al Ateeqi, but "there is no way but this 
one." 

The Bush administration is sendinq troops to the area 
to deter an Iraqi attack on saudi Arabia but still hopes 
that economic sanctions will force Iraq to leave Kuwait. 

But Kuwaiti officials expressed a pessimistic view of the 
unfolding crisis durinq interviews at a saudi quest 
palace, where members of their ousted government have 
taken refuge. 

"A small country like Kuwait cannot wait a lonq time 
until these sanctions are effective," said al Ateeqi. 
"Especially with a dictator like Saddam. He can hang on 

a lonq time." 
The officials said the Iraqis are destroying the 

physical infrastructure 
of their country. "The people inside are completely 
isolated," said al Ateeqi. "There is nothing left to 
them. The longer this continues the worse it becomes." 

The Kuwaitis also said they no longer have any hope of 
a a negotiated solution to the crisis. "There is no way 
of negotiations now," al Ateeqi said. "You cannot 
negotiate when somobody else's boot is on your neck." 

Another senior Kuwaiti official argued that a 
settlement is impossible in any oase because Saddam 
Hussein's ambitions extend well beyond Kuwait's borders or 
even Iraq's immediate economic interests. 

"No 111.atter how much money you give hill!," said Kuwaiti 
finance minister Sheik Ali Khalifa al Sabah, Saddam will 
direct his economic resources to bringing into reality his 
vision of Iraqi grandeur. "The guy is a Hitler -- no 
doubt about that," he said. "He wants not only to 
'lead' the Arabs by force, he wants to control the world 
through oil. 11 

A similar perception by the u.s. led the Bush 
administration to order the largest deployment of American 
forces to the Middle East since World War II. 

!ut thus far that deployment is said to be.defensive. 
o.s. officials have stressed the difficulty of an attempt 

to force Iraq's departure from Kuwait. 
Al Ateeqi said, however, that the Kuwaitis fear that a 

protractec! stalemate oould weaken both American and Arab 
resolve to reverse the invasion. 11 There is a question 
how loniJ you can keep your forces here ••• doinq nothing," 
he said. 

Despite the unprecedented cooperation that Saudi 
Arabia's normally insular leaders have extended to 
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Oper&tion Desert Shield, diplomatic sources in saudi 
Arabia also cautioned that the Saudis may not be willing 
to host a large u.s. military presence indefinitely. 

"The Saudis have opened their body to a foreign 
object. It's li~e a necessary operation. It's not 
pleasant, and they want as few tubes stic~inq out as 
possible," said one diplomat~ 

At the same time, he stressed the strateqic importance 
ot the area. "If 
the Eastern Province is taken by Iraq, the rest of the 
Gulf qoes. I think that's why the line in the sand has 
been drawn vhere it has," he said. 

Kuwait's exiled government has made little secret of 
its hope that, as Iraq's political options rapidly 
diminish, it will cross this line and justify a 
major military retaliation. 

The likelihood of that happening increased when Saddam 
Hussein formally annexed Kuwait, the diplomat said. He 
added: 11Saddam has a real political problem because he's 
done something he can't qive up." 

"Pretty soon, both sides will have to fish or cut bait 
--and t think the first move will be by Iraq," he said, 

The Kuwaiti officials said they are 9enerally satisfied 
with the Arab reaction to the crisis so far -- with the 
exception of the response of Jordan's King Hussein. "He 
is advocating somethinq he has been totally aqainst," 
said al Ateeqi. "He is aqainst occupation on the one 
hand and for it on the other. He is against torture on 
the one hand and for it on the other. He is condemning 
himself." 

Finance minister al Sabah added this warnin9 to Arabs 
vho support Saddam; "Any allies who are with him today he 
will turn a~ainst tomorrow. ours is a case in point. We 
supported h1m for eiqht years to the tune of $11.7 
billion. We opened our ports to him -· at considerable 
cl.anqer to ourselves." 

The Saudis are now opening their own borders to Kuwait. 
Citizens of Kuwait have been streaming across the 

border into saudi Arabia, say authoritative sources here. 
some 70,000 have crossed into this country and are being 

housed and feel. at Saudi expense. 
Iraqi border quards are 9enerally allowing Kuwaitis to 

leave, say the sources. Westerners in Kuwait are beinq 
turned bac~ by the guards. 

In a number of cases, one source said, American women 
~arried to Kuwaitis have been able to leave by donning 
traditional dress. Iraqi soldiers have treated Arab women 
in xuwait with respect, the source said. 

A century aqo, Saudi king Abdul Rahman was driven out 
of Riyadh by Iraqi-backed rivals and found refuge with the 
ruler of Kuwait, Mubarak al Sabah. Now the Saudis are 
returning the favor1 Abdul Rahman's grandchildren rule 
saudi Arabia today and have given refuqe to the 
9randchildren of Mubara~ al Sabah. 

END IT 
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S~Dl ARABIA _ S.udi fighter Pllot• wecnesaay boasted that tney 
could defeat Iraq's air force and .. id tney were f1natng it easy to 
worM with Britisn.ana American pilots now flying missions with them 
along the Kuwait-Saudi bo~er. 

And they said they had no qualms about fighting f•llow Arabs if 
Sadda~ Hussein d•oided to s•nd his foroes into th• Sa~l kingdom. 

''Nobody lik•• war but if h• wants to fight •• will fight to the 
death,'' one Saua1 pilot said Wednesday befor• th• S.udl Air Force 
staged a domonstration for a visiting pool of American Journalists. 

Th• Sauat pilots all sp•ak English and nave been trained in the 
United Stat••• and American and Britt•n planes mak• up the Sauai 
arsenal. Now, with a multinational defense forow forming hwre, a 
Saudi squadron oommana•r said Saudi, American ana British palo~• 
ar• flying as a sinal• foro• una•r a single oommana. 

''From the first day they arriv•a ner• tnat P!&n had to oe 
tMpl•m•ntea oefore we l•av• tne ;rouna,•• tn• OOMmano•r sa1a. 

j:j n=rimber Of LJ.S. planttS Wl!re. •••n pa,..l<•d OU1:1UC• .... 1To'Cr1Cilte 
hang•r and maintenance area on on• l:i&Ydl ••r o••• ~~'l•ttea I:IY t"e 
Defense Department pool. · 
~ said lrac·l plantts I\ aYe .,,..,,.., •Po~~•c a~OTiq ~ne l'lu-• 'C-to.auca 

border out that none hav• c:rostaed ol•arl.Y 1n~o •auc1 terr11:0ry, 
• 'l aon• t t.runk it w1se f'or tn•m ~o eros• tna~ ooro•r, • • ne 

said. ··~• will react to tna-c. ••• l'm oonfao•nt tna~ we oou'a 
lnfliot n•avy damage.•• 

T.n• equadron oommanaer, wno aaio he go~ his first train1n; 1n 
'· Selma. Ala. • and l'la• etuat•d at oth•r u.s. 11111 itary il'lliltallet ion•, 

said ''as a.miltary Man'' h• •Mo•ctea the Mid•••' •tanooff to be 
r••olv•d only through ~ombat, 

''I am her• •• en instrument of tn• hano of th• politician, to 
us• if th•y n••d me,•• h• said. 8houal it acme to war, h• sata, 
''l'm not afra1d but l am r•ady.•• 

t. A half Cloz111'1 pUots int•rvi.wed before a ecrrAIIIbl:ing of Saudi 
Jet• eMprwssed ltttl• doubt that they could a•f•at the Iraqi air 
fOro• and alao do significant harm to Iraqi tanks and oth•r ground 
forces. 

And non• said a pot•ntial war pitting Arab agaanst Arab had made 
them r•luc:tant to fight, &round rules prOhibit us• of th•ir names. 

··we hav• to put a leash on them,•• th• 6a1.1a1 ~~nder saaa 
wn•n esked how •ager his men ware to take on tn• lracis, ··~• nave 
to put • l•asn on me,•• n• tn•n sa1a wt'Cn a l&uqn, 

'-· The Bal.ldi ptlots •aid tt has P-n ••sy f'C1" tftem co ,)ouo• 1'ore•• 
""ltn tnw Amer1oan ana tlrittsn ptLc"• tlec:au•e o'r ~nell" """''"l!'C! sr• 

•h• w.~·~,~~~~~~ 
Air Force and 

ion to F-lt:is, 
All~ •no C .. 1.t0B ana 

one faci lit)' 

lolmerlo&n-macv 
i.;htntnQs.and 
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wn•n~•d now r;t•D has men were tot • on th• lraais. ··~• nav• 
to put lea•n on •'' he tnen sa1o tn a !eucn. 

T • uat culo said 111 has Ott·"'-"-••Y to .... .:h•m te> .101n 1"0l"Cit& 
witn Amer1e nd tll"ltllll'l pllo •cause 01" tntur <:t'.O.H•>"'P .,, 
the w t. · 

• ''WI'Iat are 1'riel"ldS for, • • one Pl.Lot •••o wn•n as~<ao acc>u<: -;r ... 
influ.l! of th• outs:ule air arsel"lal. ··we ar• ClUte c:omtor1>acue w11.1~ 

tn• Royal Air Foroe al"ld tn• u.s. ~ir Forc:e. 
In addition to F-15s, tne Saudi aar for=• nas Amerlc:an-Mac• 

F-es, ~ACs and C-13~• and &r1t1sn-maa• Hawks, ~ightn1n;a ana 
Tornactoe•• 

Jnsiele one faelltty at the ba .. was a reMtnct•r of tne 
oeoa•stonal fights in the u.s. Con;r•s• ov•r ••lling tn• &au.Cit• 
newer Ameriean air ftrepow•r• 

A plaqu• on o~ wall ts tnsc:riect with a 1986 quot• from &en. 
Jehn Chafe•, R-R.I., from one Senate ct•bate Ol"l an •~• •al•. ''In 
my opinion, Saudi Arabia is a far bett•r Judge of its own defen .. 
n••as than 'llh• -b•ra of Congre•••' • Chafee .. ta. 

Dn• pilot intervtewect said he was first tratnect in tn• Unit•d 
Stat•• in 197& at an Air ~ore• Bas• tn 8an Antonio. 

He said th• Iraqi air force wa• ''quit• strong'' but that the 
Saudis, with the h•lp of the A.eriaan• and Britt.n pilots, oould 
easily ct•feat them in an air fight. 

Still, he said, ''I think we naect more planes from tne unst•d 
Stat••• mayb• F-16& or F-18s.•• 

Cf Sad dam Hussel n, tne p:i lot ••sa, • '11•' • • ., unoreasetabJ• .,...,,..,, 
we ean•t trust him.•• Said anothert ''It won't =• a war o~ ~rao 
ver•u• Arab beeau .. he C8aucsam~ s• not ~u•4•m al"lvmor•.•• 

Asked about 'llh• poss1C11lty of t1ght1ng a;a1n•t TeJJow ~rana, 
anoth•r D:ilot saida .. lt's I'>Ot tnat, .st•s a matt•r oT PI"10tl'• w• filr·e 
a nation that is not wi.lliing to start a 'l'llilM'C ol.lt w• w>!l T>!,ln'll ,.~, 
proteet th• aovr•ignty of our eou.,trv and we WSJJ wsn.•• 

Said anqther pilot 1 • 'I'm a solen.,., wnen I ;o to t1gh'C 1 -an 
ememy is an enemy. • • , 

He •aid the Saudis frsquently train for air-to-;roul"ld attae~s on 
tanks, which would be a vital eomponent of any defen .. against 
IraQi tank attack•• 

Although th• pilots •atd th•y were rsady to fight Iraq, many 
said they -~• still in a state of disbelief over th• Iraqi 
e:onqueat of Kuwait. 

''If you had asked me if l was ready to fight Jraq three weeks 
ago I would have thought U was a dream, • • one fightltl" pilot -tel. 

At a maintenanoe faeility at one Saudi air base, ••veral Saudi 
teohnictans said they believed the Iraqis must be forced out of 
Kuwait. 

''lt was a mistake,•• one warant offieer •aid of the invasion of 
Kuwait. ''So the mistake should be correeteo by a mission of th• 
United Nations or whatever.•• 

---------- AleoJ 
Tnsre wa• more ev1den~ Weonesoa~ of 'Cne ouro•onlnQ u ••• ou•1ouo 

here, Tranpsort plan•• nave =••n arr1vin; arouno tne e1oe~ a'C one 
&iro••• and signifiea"t nu.moers of n•avy eousom•n.: was VISIO<• 
Wwdne•day on the t&rmae. Also, u.s. nu la tary 01"t1caal• •aao tt'e 
!"Iarine P~""•••r•c:tt. naa grown tu.co•tantia!ly an tne pa•t "ttl nolu"th 
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Natl D6sk: I hope that you have been getting all of the pool re• 
ports from the Pentagon. They should be faxing them all to you; 

if not, call Pete Williams and request them. 
This is Pentagon Pool Report No. 14. Please fax to Pete Wil

liams at the Pentagon-202·693-6853. You can verify at 202-693-
1074. Story can be used as soon as it is released by the Penta
gon. 

This pool report was written by Frank Aukofer of The Milwaukee 
Journal. 

Saudi Arabia-The Saudi Arabians served sweet Arabic coffee and 
screaming warplanes to a visiting American news team Wednesday. 

They also gave ~embers of the Pentagon press pool an unprece
dented look inside some of pheir most secret and sophisticated 
air defenses. 

They made pilots, commanders and maintenance crew members 
available for interviews, gave tours of briefing and operations 
roo~s, and even provided peeks at the private quarters of the 
crew members. 

In return, the American visitors agreed not to identify any of 
the Saudi military personnel, except for the general in charge, 
nor reveal any information about defenses, location or military 
operations. 

One maintenance crew in a desert·bunker that houses warplanes 
had equipped their day room with low couches ~or sipping sweet 
coffee and tea, and a very American pool table so well worn that 
so~e of the felt covering had been repaired with tape. 

In their dark green uniforms, the crews don't look much differ
ent than American airmen, except that many have beards and mus
taches. They all speak English-the international language of 
aviation, and some have trained in the United States or Great 
Britain. 

As in America, many are young lieutenants and captains in their 
20s and 30s, with wives and children back in their home towns. 

As two Saudi pilots talked with reporters and a CNN television 
crew Wednesday, the alarm sounded to scramble their two F-15 
jets. Withi a matter of •*conds, the pilots were in their planes, 
the bWiker doors were open, and the jets were on their way. 

Within five minutes, afterburners flashing, they were streaking 
almost vertically into the sky from halfway down the runway. 

It was all part of a pattern of hospitalitY remarkable for a 
country that, in ordinary times, has been reluctant to open it
self to the western world. 

Instead of sleeping on pallets in the desert sand and stifling 
heat, as many of the American troops here are doing, the news 
team and its escort of American military officers are staying in 
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a comfortAble hotel. 
Much of the transport is in air-conditioned huses, although the 

news pool members also have had heavy doses of the hardships the 
American troops hare have heen experiencing. 

An afternoon ride across the blistering desert in an American 
Blackhawk helicopter, for example, has the feel of sitting inside 
a noisy blast furnace. The desert heat comes roaring through the 
open doors with a velocity strong enough to blow eyeglasses ott a 
man's face. 

When the sand blows through, as it often does, it stings the 
skin and swirls into eyes, nose, ears and crevices in the cloth
ing. 

At the end of the helicopter trip to a saudi naval base, the 
hase commander threw his headquarters open to the grimy visitors. 
They sat in air-conditioned comfort under crystal chandeliers, in 
white leather chairs arranged around a beige carpet. Gold-framed 
photographs of King Fahd and other saudi royalty hung on a wall. 

Stewards served the quests sweet tea from silver trays. But 
when a delay prompted an unscheduled lunch, the pool members ate 
American military field rations, called MREs, packaged in dark 
brown plastic bags. 

Moments later, they were hack in the heat on the airstrip, sand 
swirling around, swig~ing warm water fro~ plastic bottles as the 
pilots waited for a clearance to take off. 

Saudi Arabia, at least in this area, is not unlike the Mojave 
Desert in California, and similar to what Americans have seen 
countless times in American western movies. 

If you ask any American soldier what he or she thinks about 
Saudi Arabia, the answer is always hot, hot, hot-even from Ameri
cans who have lived in places like Florida and Arizona. It only 
qets comfortable here from shortly before dark to just after day
break. 

The terrain around the air base where the American military and 
the news team are stayinq has endless variety-all of it varia
tions on a sandy theme, Some areas are hard-packed and cracked, 
others have dunes of yellow sand almost as fine as talcum powder. 

In other places, the sand is pockmarked and colored in shades 
of dirty gray. Except for irriqated areas, plant life is almost 
nonexistent. 

on the helicopter trip across the desert, some pool members 
were surprised to see a golf course, seemingly out in the middle 
ot nowhere. 

This qolf course, however, had no qrass whatsoever. The fair
ways and the "greens" were just different colored sand, promptinq 
one newsman to say he'd have to play the entire course with a 
nine iron or a wedqe. 

There are patches of qreen, where water has made the desert 
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productive, and occasional herds of camels and other animals. 
So far, the Pentagon pool members have had no contact with or

dinary saudi Arabians. Their hosts have been Saudi diplomats and 
milita~ men. 

The diplomats dress in the traditional lonq white qown, oalled 
a thobe. They carry or wear a cloak called an abaya. On their 
beads, they wear either a white or red-and-white cloth, called a 
shmagh or ghutra. The headdress is held in place by a black wool 
cord called an iqal, 

In such qarb, the men look identical, except for the difference 
in headdress color. The women wear colored long dresses covered 
by black gowns, called abaya, down to their ankles, and some of 
them are fully veiled, with their faces covered. 

Men and women do not dine or socialize together. They sit sepa
rately in the hotel lobby and restaurant. 

Saudi Arabia follows strict Islamic codes. Alcohol is forbidden 
by law in any form, eo one of the more popular drinks among 
American guests is one of the many varieties of alcohol-free beer 
available here. 

There also are many kinds of soft drinks available, including 
Coke and Pepsi, as well as apple and other fruit juices • • 

Pork is forbidden, but the hotel serves a variety of other de
licious food, buffet style. There are fresh salads, chicken, lamb 
and beef, vegetable casseroles, soups and a dessert table covered 
with sweets that are, in the American idiom, to die for. 

-30-
08:01:48 Wed 08/15/90 
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Desk: please fax this right away to the Pentagon. You can uae it 
on our wire with my byline, adding whatever you want from the 
other pool reports or using them 11 separates. 
This is a DOD report written and filed by Peter Copeland. The 
pool is not allowed to use names of soldiers, American or Saudi, 
or say where they are. 
SAUDI ARABIA - With their commanding officers out of earshot, the 
young saudi airmen crowded around, anxious to talk with a 
visiting American journalist. 
"I have an announcement,• said one, in good if stiff Inglish. 
"Thank you very much for your help. 
"We have one minion: to defend Saudi Arabia. 'thank you for 
helping," said the 32-year-old chief warrant officer. 
A dozen other airmen crowded around inside the hangar at a Saudi 
Air Force base. "The A.Jnericana are good people," aaid one. •we 
know they are good friends.• 
Pressed if they did not worry about losing control of their 
country to the growing American military presence or if they 
weren't concerned about the impact of the invasion of American 
culture, one said, "It is not the time to look for this.• 
And while the Saudis were concerned about the impact of American 
culture, the American soldiers were getting a taste of desert 
life. One American soldier drove by the hangar with a towel under 
his jungle cap, covering his shoulders like an Arab headdress. 
A 27-year-old sergeant from Claymont, Del., said he and his men 
were briefed about Saudi culture and told to respect it. "Some cf 
their customs are kind of wierd," he aaid. "They told us not to 
use our left hand for anything.• 
Lt. Col. Jim Frederick of the 18th Airborne corps, said a 
chaplain in his unit had 9iven a Chriatian service for u.s. 
troops. Saudi law prohibits non-Islamic religious services, but 
there have been no restrictions placed on u.s. troops. 
"After the service three Saudis came up to shake the chaplain's 
hand," Frederick said. "The chaplain didn't say 'Go with God like 
he usually does,' but one of the Saudis said, "Can you give Holy 
Communion?" 
There alao is a law against importing pork products, but u.s. 
field rations have barbecued pork on the menu. 
saudi Arabia is hermetically sealed to protect its culture and 
Islamic religion from outside influence. Never before have 10 
many Americans, especially 19-year-old soldiers, been allowed 
inside the kin9dom, where women are veiled, segregated and not 
allowed to talk with atrange men. 
•rou are guestl and you have to reapeet your host,• said a 
bearded, 25-year-old warrant officer. •sut a host must also 
respect his gueat. 
"As God tell& us, you have your religion and we have ours," the 
warrant officer aaid. 
There are many misconceptions held by both sides, and the saudi 
airmen were anxious to dispel the idea that they are clo1ed 
minded. "Let us take you out to meet the people," one enlisted 
man said, "You will like them.• 



•' . 

A 32-year-old warrant officer said, "The Americans keep aaying 
this ie Muslim against Muslim, but if Saddam Hussein really were 
a Muslim, he would not have taken Kuwait like a thief." 
One great difference between the two cultures is the role of 
women, and while American women were working at the airbase and 
driving u.s. Army trucks here, Saudi women are not even allowed 
to drive. 
"It is not as if we have never seen women before,• said another 
Saudi airman, a little exasperated with the questions about the 
role of women. "We have women, too. 
"And we have been to Bahrain and Kuwait. It is not that unusual 
for us to see women driving," he aaid. 
Asked if women would ever be allowed to serve in the Saudi 
military, one of the airmen said, "Not aa long as there 11 
Islam." 
end 
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POOL REPORT NO. 15"- FILET) BY JAY PETERZELJ, B/15/90 

An invasion of Saudi Arabia by Iraqi eround forces would 

provi~e the first oajor teet of the t~k~killing abilities of 

the Army's new attack hel i.cop,ter. the AH-64A Apache. 

Army Lt. Col· Don Vins9n, com7.ander of the l~t battalion 

of the 82d aviation brigade. now on duty in Saudi Arabia. 'Jr;id 

that the Apaches assiF,ned to hi a unit can "absolutely" stop :m 

Iraqi bnk column. The helicopters are armed with laser-guided 

Hellfire anti-tank missiles 8ble to burn through he?.vy armor. 

They also carry 30 mm. machi:~e guns and 19-shot rockat pods . 

able to fire a variety of wa.rheads incl•1ding high exlllosives. 

dea.~ly .submuni tiona. smoke. 01.nd flar·?.S• 

The 82d is ryerm~nP.ntly st'l.tioned in Ft. Bragg. North Carolina. 

Elements of t'le unit '"'ere also denloyed during the U.s. invasion 

of Panama. 

The Apache was designed to fight on broken terral.n lik~ th:tt 

in Centra.! Euro1:)e. hiding behind the crests of hills and pollping 

up into view only long enough to fire its weapons. Without 

such protection, the slow-moving helicopters might be vulnerable 

during.daylight hours in the flat Arabi~ desert. For that 

reason, says Vinson, if hostilities bre;,k oti t his unit plans to 

operate under "cloak of darkness." Ad.ds the commander: "I don't 

fight except at night." 

Unlike most Arab art:~iea. the Iraqi armed forces are also 

c~pable of fighting at night. according to a Pentagon offici~l· 

Also discussing the 82 aviation briga.~e' s ~nti-tank mi~=;sion 

was brig~de commander Col. Gene Cole• The two aViation officers 

exnlained that the vulnerability of the lethal Ap::~.ches. will be 

further reduced by the role of sm~ll. new OH-58D Kiowa Warrlor 

light observation .. helico1'\ters. The Kiowas will hke forward 

positions and act as spotters for the Apache gunships, usine 

advanced radar and FLIR (Forward-Looking Infra-Red} sensors 

to locate enemy tanka. The Kiowas also carry laser sighting 
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devices used to guid~ Hellfire missiles fired. by the Ap~.ches. 

The working of the two systems is coordinated by means of encoded 

radio links. 

A forward-obcervation role can ".lao be pbyed by ind.ividual 

Ape.chea. 

Also new to the 82d brig'3de are OH-58C helicopters ~.r!!l! d 

with air-to-air Stinger missiles. said Col. Cole. 

Lt. Col. Vinson said that the Iraqi army does have ground-to

air weapons to defend their tank columna. According to "The 

Mili hry Balance" for 1989-90. Iretqi defenses include a variety 

of Soviet-made anti..;.aircraft guns :?.nd surface-to-~ir missiles. 

But, said Vinson: "taking a look at what their numhera are. I 

quite frankly do not consider that to be a major f;J.ctor." 

- 0-



••some of us speak a little English. Or we use Arabie, but 
mostly it's sign language. We talk about whatever comes to 
mind,'' the Saudi eergeant said. 

''The American• are good soldiers,•• he said. 
Asked if the Americans also were good people, the Saudi 

replied, ''So far 10 good, but we are still getting to know 
them.•• 

The sergeant, married with three children, said his family 
waa worried about him being so cloae to the border with luwait. 
''It is natural for relatives to be afraid, but it is my job,'' 
he aaid. 

The Saudi government worried about its soldiers having 
contact with the Americans, fearing exposure to American values 
and customs would weaken the Saudi's strict Islamic code. 

The Americans had been brie"fed by their commanders and told 
to be extra sensitive not to offend their hosts, whose customs 
are quite different. Soldiers, for example, were told not to show 
the soles of their feet because it is regarded as an insult here. 

••we worry about drugs and alcohol, and there is none here,'' 
said a saudi military official. ••we don't care if you eat with 
your left hand. If you asked, 'Why do you keep your women locked 
in the house?' then we might be offended,•• he said. 

An American crewmember of a Blackhawk helicopter pointed to 
his chest and aaked another Saudi official, Adel Al-Jubeir, 
••what do the Saudi Arabians think about us being here?'' 

Al-Jubeir replied, ''They were calling our government and 
saying, 'Why don't you let the Americana in? Who givea a damn 
about Arab opinion?' 

••aut what do you think about being here?'' aaked Al-Jubeir, 
an adviaor to the Saudi ambassador to the United States. ''I 
wouldn't want to go half way around the world and die for another 
country,'' the saudi aaid to the American. 

''No one forced me to come here,'' the young American said, 
••t waa nervoua before I came here, but now it feelc like an 
everyday mission,'' 

An American Air rorce sergeant ehimed in, ''Don't worry about 
Saddam Hussein. We'll smoke his butt.'' 

end 



t ~"~'~'.rt!:jt.Hi t.a~fLli'># ,.@J.~.~i!i1hfHJ. t-'l.l.ad athJ \"'rlt,·t.l'liH1 Jim AJ:uJrSs 
• ··~di Arabi;a- u • .s• •issU.e-f'trtng helicophtl'11, t.an~.a and 

a11ti-tank ,.!,.silas .... ,.., building vp Tve11day to fight at> Iraq 
tal'llt. ii'IV:lliiOn if !t camel! and 821\d Airborne p;,ratroc:·pers r.aid 
they were ready fer alllything inc:ludi"g a c:heml cal a~ tac:k. 

The Army·• m•w Apac:h .. h•lic:optar•, .. quippM wiH H"'llfir .. 
;mti-a~•our Mitoslles, a~e 111 S..ud! Arabia pr tlharily to fight 
tanks if rHt:Pce•~y, the Apa.:h.&> batt•lion 'w c:crnmat•de•· •aid. 

When 11111ked tf the halic:opb•rs could 'iitop a c:olul'!l of 
tankli, l..t. Col •. Den Vinson replied: "Absohotel)'•" 

F-15 f!.ghtar plane., hav"' be8n in Ssudi Arc.bia f•:~ ., ~•eek 
to fight any Iraq ;;ir att;;ack and 82nd Airbgrn&' p;ar·a\;?ot•pera 
have b~ought. Sh .. rida" tAnk• and TOW at1ti-tattk milssn .... to join 
the h•licoptwr• in fighting ~<ny tank attack. 

In addition, Maril'lll<l will beg111 arriving at s .. udl port. i11 
the t"l!fKt fffw day'ltll, oat10th•r c.or•HI'lliit1dlii!r t:Waid, pr~rtu.Jmitbly to htt1p 
th01 pa~atroopers a"d other army troope guard l!.nd de·'•"ct all. 
thO> u.s. ... .... pllnt' y. . 

Th ... U.S. mllital"y i:>uild-up ;., Saudi Arabia wa1'l ~e~dlllred by 
Prew1dent &uc;,h la\it u~ .... k to "dr·::.w.:.. lJ.ne 1n the SBUrH:I

11 
C:IH1 halt-~ 

prevent. Iraq frcm invading. 
Th• B2nd AirbornB'paratroop•n·~a to1d a pool. of Arnl!~rican 

reporters at-'d photographers thay war• ,..ady .f:c•r Gu1y•:hing Iraq 
could l.aun«h., i.ncludi"g a gal! wa~f'are attack. 

11 WI!'re trained f;_"tt•· it,u aJ1 At1t1 Arbor, Mich1gan 1 
ptar•atrooptl:i,.. s'ai.d of t.:.hs fJOssib~iit.y of a nerva or- r.:U!!t.ard gas 

atca.;k, "If it happen•, we·re r•acly f<>t' it." 
Evsry p~~:ratrt.10par intwr·vi&w~ by thw rvtporttilr!4 ~u id he wa~ 

ready for "- cheMical attar.:k "'" •mything eltae that I~">•'! dC>eil. 
Iraqi prQ~id&nt Sadda~~t Hl.ffil•flin t..teenJ c:hamic:al wwapons in 

the t ran- Iraq ><ar and '"!' t t.al.i:an diplomat •a ia S<idd;;>m w•u• 
r•1oC'ai:.ing chenu.c:al miJin)tionii c:lossr tc the !:hu;di bc.:rd.,r. 

"I ·m a little sc:ared but ... we'ra rsady>' 'Oaid a NC>r·fgll<, 
Virgitlia~ ~rmy wp~cialiwt. 

S11n. Norman Sc:hwarzkcpf, ac01mandar of al.l U.S, "cr"'"''* in 
th,. MJ.ddl .. Ea,.t, fi&!d tr<>op• lmva traittad .In f-.o!: :::hemlt.;ill 
waapon pr,:Jt:ac:tic::m Etuits it'l WQStur-o U .. S. dt:itlart.•, whsar·~ 
t.ampera tur.,<l .,,.,. c:omparabl& to tho.,,. in Saudi Arabia. 

The 'iiiOldi<irs alliio brought 50-caliber gumi and tract. 
vehi.claw that can firtt banks of 12 mi•ailM'III at. a tiMt!t .. 

ScPtUit of' the paratrooper11 1141id they Wltre g~~~ttting bored at a 
stnging ar•a Wht!"re report•r'!!!l talked to th~rtt and wet·t:! i!H~wicue 

to get the urd h• o:los11r tc the Kuw;;oi t bordi>r "''""''" .:omm;;onders 
'lUI:id Iraq forc&t!li tkat, invad•d ar1d occupied Ku"ait wco~r .. 
building up and di;ging in d61.fansivllly. 

So'"'l oT thtt .• o~di•r• past t.h& tirns ""ith Wirtf'UJ:>nit; r,~...mc.,,. .. 
Whan a ra .... " a•k•d a!'le scldiar tne prec:ise pupr't>Ge of 

ttltlt 50-ca~i~ ,.mount•d on a truck, he r•pli11d: "to ~tay 
al.iv.,, Hi.r._u.:.:- ~,::.- ' 

The poc•l · . ·.,.. w•~e also t.old by Kuwaiti of·>'icials 
that thay bllli•.,... the only way to dri.vft Iraq cut of Kuwatt 
would b!i with 111111 tar y ac:ti on bllc:uas& e,;;cnoftl 1 ~ liiiii'<O: ti cr.s 
impcB .. d •gain.,t Iraq by the United Natiows .. ould t:ak• too 
lct>g, 

"Lift''lllli be hnf"let~t, a .. ,..all country 11!-.tl- Ku.,..•ait C:Hf'it'lctt wai'.:. 
for a ~ongtimlllt -For aauH.:tion'!l to but effective,*' '!iiiud Abcul 
RahMan At&•qi, a senior advi&ol" to Kuwait's ouatad Emir Shteikh 
Jabir al-Ah.,ad ill-J•bfr Al Sabah. 

"I don't.,.,. any hopa othar than m!litiilry acticu,'' ha 
said. 

Tl-lF! Amrrir::an ,..,.pcrt.l!'•rt~ .,.. in S•udi Arabia a~ at pct~l 

organix•cl hy t.!1Ht DtP.ftntsa OMpart,m•nt to p~ovid• pic..tures, 
televisiot> fil01 and n4twa report• of' the U.S. build up to the 
raw10 tg Qi' thfl """'"" t c::;;m prlil"". 

They arO! reporting undel' rules; that prchibtt u,.,,. from 
!laying wh•r• U.S. u>1it.:a are in Saudi Arabia, how bi~ th• 
forcwM ar·~ r:a• ind~~tnt.i.fying by ttllme •ny of" thet •oldiers tM"Y 
t.alk to, ut hfll'r th~"-t"t l':Ot'l'lmander a. 
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this is a cool report. ols f4x to numoer suPcliec w1tM las~ 
rePort. 

this written and filed by JOMn king, ap. 

SAUDI A~C19IA A"'erican forces in Sa~tdi Arabie> staged con 
imcressive display of force Tuesday as the Massive bui ld<.1P of U.S. 
and O:•ther foreign troops here continued at a brisK Pace. 

A Pentagon pool allowed into the kin9do"' visited w1th Amer1can 
fQrc:as at a number of 1 oc-.t i onG, inc l•J.c:J i Y•Q a. S.-ud i n..i\VC\ l ba•'l at 
wMich u.s. fo•·ces were taking <;p oosi.~i.<:>r<s sioe-by-sioe wi·;h Sa•to:l 
Mari,.,es. 

T,.,• base is loc::at&Pd near vital Saudi oi 1 termiroals, A de~oocnrnent 
of troops from the 82nd Airborne was working Tuesday to secure the 
~rtra fo,... U.S. Ma.rir1es due to arrive soon. 

W,.,ile at the base, two lengthy convoys of double-decKer buses 
carryi,.,g !J. S. troocs, followed by Jeeps ar.d scores of tr•.tcks, 
passed by on a "earby ,.,i;hway to a barracks area of the sprawling 
base. 

The first Marines to hit Saudi soil oorrived Monday at a Saudi 
c:ommerci 011 cort ar<d were bei "'9 t ransco:.••ted to f i a 1 d posit i o"'s" 
~ecording to U.S. military officials here. 

Planes could be ~eard arriving at the airbase throughout the 
night, a,.,d the tarmacs on Tuesday were lined with nug&P Amer1can 
C-5, C-141 and C-130 transport planes. Also seen arriving was a 
British Airways Jet. 

Lined uc at the airport were dozens of Saudi fighter Jets and a 
smaller co,.,tingent o~ Canadian fighters. Bulldozers. front end 
loaders, armored vehicles and Jeeps !:!ro•~gnt to t,.,e airdase aboard 
the Americ::an transcorts lined the base roads, and oallet after 
pallet of muroitioros, ge01r, food enci otMer s·~cclies were li,.,ed l<C 

alo,.,gaide the ro•ds. 
Ar, i ncreas i npl y f ami l i ar site at the base are t ne massive C-5s 

with their shOirk-like nose opom and pointir•g tow01rd the sky w11ile 
equipmerot is unlo~d•d• 



Thil 
to Pete 
soon as 

DoD NATIONAL MEDIA POOL 
REPORT 90-1-23 
RELEASED BY OASD(PA) AT 
.1 6 AUG 1990 Please 
Williams at the Pentagon, 202-693-6853. 
it is cleared. 

fax illllllediately 
You can use a.s 

This pool report was reported and written by Frank AUkofer of 
The Milwaukee Journal. 

saudi Arabia-The saudi prince says, jokingly, that the main ad
vantage to being a member of the royal family is it gets him a 
better table in a restaurant. 

Contrary to the opulent "Arabian Niqhts" image many Americans 
have of saudi Arabian royalty, Prince Abdullah Bin Faisal Bin 
'l'urki said he grew up modestly, in a sauai "mud house." It is 
called that because the exterior walls are made of baked mud. 

In an informal meeting with American reporters here, Abdullah 
said that members of the royal family, who now number as many as 
3,000 to 4 1 000, must carve out their own careers in Saudi soci
ety. 

Re said he studied industrial engineering, learned much of his 
excellent English watching television, and worked his way through 
the saudi civil service. 

Now he is the secretary-general of the Royal Coll!lllission for Ju
bail and Yanbu, saudi Arabia's two major industrial cities. The 
commission has 4 1 000 employees, and Abdullah operates like the 
chief executive officer of a big corporation. 

He said the royal family-like any huge family-had all types of 
people with different abilities and interests. Though the family 
is not a political party, he said, some of its members follow 
qovernment careers. 

Membership in the royal family is not a prerequisite for gov
ernment service. However, the three top positions in the monar
chy-the king, the crown prince and the second deputy prime 
minister-are reserved exclusively for the royal family. 

The king also serves as prime minister, and the crown prince as 
deputy prime minister. 

The current prime minister is King Fahd, the crown prince now 
is Prince Abdullah bin Abdulaziz, and the second deputy prime 
minister, who also serves as defense minister, is Prince Sultan. 

But other government ministers may or may not be members of the 
royal family. 

"Some fools like me go into public service," Abdullah said, 
1au9hitig. "Some are very rich, and some are not so. Some succeed 
and some don't. It's like any other large family in Saudi Ara
bia." 

Being a member of the royal family, he said, has both advantag
es and disadvantages, He conceded that if a royal family member 
was qualified for a position, he would get promoted more rapidly. 



- :a -

But Abdullah said there were disadvantages as well. If a royal 
family member did poorly in a job, he also would be demoted more 
quickly and perhaps even ostracized within the family. 

"If you are bad, you get spotlighted," he said. 
Abdullah said family members also had more responsibilities 

than ordinary Saudi citizens. 
"We are supposed to have our homes open to the public," he 

said. 11We cannot refuse to see people. We have to listen to peo
ple. We represent the government with the people and the people 
with the government." 

One of the American newsmen listening to Abdullah commented 
that royal family members didn't sound all that much different 
from us congressmen. 
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~ilwaukee JOurnal; michael ross, LA Times. 

Th• Vietnam veteran general who is the top-ranking U.S. military 
officer in Saudi Qrabia and the Persian Gulf area offet•ed a bit of 
advice Thursday to younger troops eager for battle with Iraq. 

Senicr military offieials who experienced Vi .. tr.am conslder war 
·'man at hiu most ludiercus state'' and hope to e.void cornbat here, 
Air Foree ~t. Gen. Charles Horner said. 
_ Ho>:_ner_ 11.a~d tojjlay' s troops are trained BO hard ar.d so Pt:!!'P.ar~d. _ 
for eombat that ''I can understand their eagerness.•• 

But, • • if they stop and think, they realiz• war is a l(;•Ser for 
everyone,'' Horner tQld a visiting pool of American JOl.n'~ral ists. 

Horngr is tha top eommander in the region and the top deputy tc 
Gen. Norman Sehwarzkopf, commander of the U.S. ·Central Comme.nd, 
whic:h controls u.s. forces in Southwegt Asia. 

Jk 
=----c= 
HOrner said ha was working ''very closely'' w1th Saudi military 

officials but said ••any command f'uncticne r&main to be worked out. 
At a lengthy que!Jtion-and-answer sessicm Thursdt~~y he res:>eat .. oly 

declined tc answer questions about deployments and strategy, often 
JOking with reporters as he brushed aside their Questions. 

Askctd about accounts fr-om IHr Fc:>re!!! crew ehiefs who t•eport,.d 
that Iraqi planes had turned in retreat after weapons aboard US 
F-15 loeked en to them, Horner rolled his eyes and smiled before 
saying! "I'd like to an!lwer your Question but I choosa r-rot to." 

Jk 

·--------The pool Thursday aftctrnoon visited the Saudi airbase where the 
US and Saudi air forees are conducting JOint exercises with AWACS 
reeonnaieance planes. 

Ouring a tour of one plane, USAF officials said they have been 
flyi~Q missions as long as 20 hours, which reQuires two aerial 
refuelings. 

Thertt is at least one QWACS in th<> air aN1und the clock 
monitoring Iraqi air activity. Each ~WACS is escorted by F-1~s, 
accordin9 tc Qir Force Col. Tom ~liss. 

The AWACS crews often include both Saudi and Ameriean personnel. 
Bliss said the American planes have superior eoms:><~ters and other 

equipment but tnat the Saudi AWACS have newer, w:>re pow.erf<~l 

engines bec•u•e they wttre pur-chased several years after the 
America~ planes were built. 

- (l"'':Cr" -
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Visito~• to a small offico at the AWACS site are otterea eou~·~~ 
~ent by Americans who live in a nearby city. 

''Ahlan Wasahlan,•• _Arabic for hello and welcome_ is written 
across a small note attached to each bag of cookies, The note goa$ 
on to say1 

''These cookies come from American home~ ••• so that you will 
know how much we appreciate your presence.•• 

fa 
·-----~:~ 
One of th~t eonearns that the folks back at the Pemtagon had was 

how the female soldiers assigned to Operation Desert Shield would 
fare in Saudi Arabia's strict, male-domiinated society.< 

They needn't have worried, 111aid several 1'&male orewmember• 
assi gr.ed to a IJ. s. RWACS l!lurvl?illence p 1 ane stat iol"'ed i '' S•~•d i 
A.-abia. < 

'• I thought I wal!l gcing tc r~m intc problvms with S.aucli men, • • 
said a <l:l-year-old female sut•veillence teehnieal"' fr•om Miehigan. 
''But I've had no problems sc far. All thw Saudi men I've mat have 
bee"' e><tremely pol ita.'' < 

That's not to say that no ~ultur•l misunderstandings exist.< 
Thv taehnican s'"id a Saudi busines5M.Orr became 'llo ancullored of 

'"nother female erewmember that ''he ~ffered to buy her from the 
mala crewmen she was with fer half a milli•:m dollars. • • < 

''She was a blOl"'de,•• said the teehnieial"', who is a brunette.< 
But Saudi and American crews are il"'tegrated on the AWACS pla~es, 

ano the Saudi erew members say they have no diffi.c~•lty workil"'g with 
the ycung Ameriean women. 

''It's 1u1"1 working with them,'' a Saudi captain said. We &l"'JOY 
them. They are niee people.•• 

mr 
___ POQ!:,_CORRECTI~t __ 

In a pocl report filed Tuesday C?l, it was erronecusly repcrted 
that C.anadian Jets wer• on the gro•Jnd at a Saudi air base. us Air 
Foree offieials who had said the planes were Canadial"' on Thursday 
said they were mistaken, that the planes were British Torl"'adoes and 
belong&d to a Rcye.l Air Fore• squadron that uses the Canadian Maple 
Leaf _ paint,.d on each of planes' tails _ as its irrsignia. 

--,.n. __ -3"-' -
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SAUDI ARAPIA -- The panic began shortly after the invasion of 
Kuwait, when foreigners livin1 here began to see fliers warning a~out 
the danger of a poison gas attack. 

••we knew sometblns was happening, but there was no news 1n the 
yaper or on TV, so people imagined the worst," said an English teacher 
from New C:ealllnd. 

''One chap we know was so ~&nicked that he just left the country 
and left all his thin~s here,' said the New 'ealander, wbo bas lived 
tn Saudi Aratia for two year~. 

Many Americans ran out and tought short-wave radios because, as 
American oll worker Mike ~cMahon said, ••word passes kind of slow 
around here.'' 

Now Saudi television is filled with images of U.S, soldiers 
unloading tanks, armored vehicles and sorhisticated helicopters. The 
tear of an attack from Iraq seems far more remote than in the days 
following the Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait. . 

Some Americans here even offered the arriving troops begs of 
cookie$ with the note: ''So that you will know hov much we appreciate 
your presence.'' 

Many foreigners have left the area near the border of Kuwait, 
however, some GOing home and others fleeing south to the capital of 
Ri ylldh. 

''A great deal of civilians have left bere, especially the families 
of workers," said Navy C~dr, Christopher Elles, one of the few u.s. 
military people livine, here tefore last week. 

''It's been tense but calm," Elles said, 
Life for Amerlcar.s and other Westerners in Saudi Arabia means 

living in isolated co~pounds, oases of green lawns, swimming pools and 
other reminders of home in the desert, 

''There is very little mixing. The cultures are just too 
disparate," said Bill Walker 43, an Inglish teacher from Monterey, 
Cali r. 

''I don't have many Saudi friends, but that doesn't mean the Saudis 
aren't friendly," he said. 

''one reason you can't go into peoples' homes is because of the 
women," Walker said, explaining that wo~en at a party eat and 
socialize apart from the ren under the Saudis' strict interpretation of 
Isla~ic law. The same law limits him to teaching only male students. 

Another foreigner was more blunt: ''It's like a big monastery. You 
11ve around h!re and you become a connoisseur of ankles.'' 

In public, Saudi women vear floor-length black robes a~d veils 
below the eyes. Sometimes their entire faces are covered with a thin, 
black guaze. 

American women in Saudi Arabia are not required to wear vells, but 
~ar.y wear long black skirts. The u.s. Embass1 here advises: 
''Sleeveless dresses are offensive, as are tight slacks, shorts and 
skirts above the knee.'' 

Saudi ~e~ wear long wbiterobes called ''thobes'' over white boxer 
~horts and T•sbirts, a wardrobe that makes enormous sense in the hot 
cli~ate. They vear sandals or dress shoes and white or red-end-white 
checked headdresses. 

tespite the turnace-like heat, American men here wear lon~ pants 
and shirts buttoned to the collar bone. T~! Embassy advises: 'Visible 
told necklaces on men orfend many Saudis. 
· There are an estimated four million foreigners 11v1ng here along 

with seven million Saudis. u.s. officials say the foreigners include 
25,000 Americans. 



e:v 
The foreigners, who live under tight restrictions and need to be 

sponsored by a Saudi e~ployer, make u~ 75 percent of the workforce, 
aecordins to u.s. fi 0ures. 

The country is develo~ing at an explosive rate, fueled by the 
combination of Saudt oil, technicians and experts from industrialized 
countries and service workers from other Arab countries and Asia. 

''There are foreigners here vho like it very much, vho are 
interested 1~ our culture, and there are tho~e that should have stayed 
how.e," said Mohammed Mulla, a senior protessor at the I1ng Fahd 
Vniversity of Petroleu~ ~ ~i~erals in Dhahran. 

''We have the wide range of human temperment in our country," he 
~aid. ''In the end, ~eople are people. That is God's equal-opportunity 
aff1rmit1ve action.' 

Still, foreieners in Saudi Arabia face a ran~e of restrictions that 
change their lives, such as having to interrupt thetr activities five 
times a day while the ~osle~s pray. F.ven television program~ are 
1nterruptei for pra~er. 

There also is a total ban on alcohol. ''You look like you're 
looking for a J·ub," Patricia, an i:ngl!.shvo!!!an, l1v1nti here, said to 
four American journalists walkinb on a busy street. 

She qu1ckll provi~ed the name and address of two clandestine bar~ 
rur. by fore1t;ners. She also provided the secret password: ''Say you're 
there to see ,our girlfriend.'' 

Some roreig~ers brew tbeir ow~ moonshine called ''sed1kt, ·• which 
r:eans "my friend" 1n Arabic. 

The A!!!ericans seem both enchanted and exasperated with Saudi life. 
~alker, the !nslish teacher, said that when he menticned he had a woman 
vrofessor in colleLe, one of his Saudi students asked to transfer to 
another clan. 

''Ee thou~ht ! was scum because I had a woman teacher,'' Walker 
said. ''Eut the other ~tudent~ laughed and called him a country 
l:'umpk1n. 

''I like life here," walker said. ''You even f't used to the 
weather, and after a while 100 degrees see~s cool. 

SHNS 
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9cmewhere in Saudi Al"abia- U.S. wo111en troops say they are 
ocking and so111•times •v•n at>gering saudi men in thie 

co nty·r wh•r• so- saudi W0111en wherl:! veils, walk b~thil1d their 
hu bands and arlit net 5uppcsed to drive. 

A wcman F-15 fighter' ground craw c:hief said Wedtu•sday that 
Sa di llllfll step work and star,. ••hen •he tell• c:rew ""m what to 
do and that Sa1.1d i men reac:tad liiO strongly when a grcllmd c:rew 
wo ar1 took of her shirt to work 111 a .t-shirt t.mdarneath th;at 
an American sergeant told har b;, put it back on. 

Bu~ Saw::li aoldittr'!il 11;ay they ,..,,. tha Am&r'ican woman only am 
pr fe••icmal voldier's. And a Sa1.1di gener·al said any diFferemce 
Hl U.S, ;md Saudi ideas abo"!: wom•l'l coul.d 11ot di•rupt a.t1y part 
of tha U.S.-Saudi militar'y op~raticns tc prevent. an Ir'aq 
in a.aion becausGI Saudi mam atld Am&ricall .. cmlfn do not work side 
by sidot. 

When aak~Jd iF a i r• cr'a.ft ammun it. ion loading, f'or •~ampl.eo, 
co ~d bs halt&d by an Amer1r:an woman eharply r:ritit.i!iing Saudi 
"'"' ·-.. wcr'k, Brig. G•n. T<.~rki bin Nassar' said that CCIYld not: 
h• pen, 

"They're not wor'king that wlly," Turki, a base commander, 
to d a pool ar r at'g .. d by the U.S. d,.l'&nse dspar tmem t of 
Am ,. i can repor ter11 and photCISI'"Ilpher''!lo · . 

"U.S. peoplti al"ll wor'kir1g Clt1 th&ir airc:raf't. We ar• wor'ldng 
e1r1 our airc::-art:. So I can't see taht happening." 

Beyond the fac:t that A111erican and Saudi tr'ocp!l do 110t work 
si e by •ids, I& Saudi aric:raft 1.1nit co111111anda,. told rmportars 
Sa di 111en ••• t.ha AMer'ican Military wom•n only •• 
pr f'esv.ional!<. 

"We lock at theM •• soldililr'a doing their' jobs," h• said. 
"T 1ey are profe>ssio11al 11oldier"' doing their jobe. It is not 
\lrl sual.u 

But the women including th• woman ground c:rew chiaf said 
th ir' wa• no qtJ&etion that Saudi men react wi:th di•may and 
oc astonal. ho!lltll.ity when they •e• Amer'l.Cil.tl women doing what 
on e were con•idered mart•' military job• --!"epairing 
ai plan'"'', driving tr'uc:k•, ••rving in non-combat job• with 
S2 d Airborne paratroop•,.• and in .,_,. c•••• dir'ecting ground 
c:r w Men. 

"I don't think they dtaagree with "'hat Wti're doing,'.' tl1e 
V\ 'tcr'ill, Vlrginia ••r;e:ant said. "I think they're mar'a like 
sh c:ked. 'T"-r•'• an American woman. Sha'e doing what men ar'a 
do :ng'u 

· Fo~ e~aMp1• 1 •n• said, s•v•ral Sa~dt •olot•r• •topped 
II'' work and wat~t,ad in .amazam•r~t in_f:!l!t F!!.!lt . ..f.l!I"L~ays •!. ---·
dirt~~ctE~d a mal• driv•r where to Man•cuver his truck s.:.> she 

ld att.ach the fighter' plane'l! tow bar t~:~ it flO the plana 
ld be p1.1lled into a haro;ar, 

"I ..... ama:uom•nt 1 • she said. "I •a .. shock." 
; She said she saw cutr'ight Saudi male he~stilit.y when 

au ·ther F-1S ~roun~ crew woman took her shirt off on a hat 
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l:.S mec t;.c worM. '" na,.. l:-•n1rt .. 
"They got very a ... otional. about that," t1he •aid. "They mad• 

a ot of phy•ic::al. movelll•nttl. I think they ••ked the !'lergeant 
to n11•k• her put haP' "hil"f: back on." 

: She !laid whe did not know for sure, howev•,., whether th111 
Sa ·dis asked or tne AlhG!P'i.:::an VIIP'IjlfRant or~ly dec:1ded on his own 
to tel.l. the wontan to put haP' •h1 r t back c.m b"cau•e o.f' th& 
Sa d i "'"'"'" ' '" t r em g r •s pc•Ha•. 

aut •ha said the U.S. rnilitaP'y hail put no re•triction1!1 em 
'"i i tary wcnteu othar thArl a dr'*'"" cor.h" that say'!ii nei thar mEm 
>'t./ wumen llhould whare shcrl:s in public: and womG!n shoul.d not 
we r c:lol:hes that ll><potle al'y toP'llo 11kin above th• waiBt. 

"A lot <:>f LUI like to jog, but th:at '10 out," she '!laid. "Vou 
c~r 't wear shorts.'' 

Gen. NoP'man Sc:hwar:kopf, tha ~cmmandar of all U.S. fare•~ 

t.he ~1iddl111 .East:, told thl!l rep or tlilr'li Sunday l.ha t h@ hau 
ued •av$ra1 ardera out cf r8~pec:t for Saudi san•ibilitie'!l 

tm «H::oul.J \"'"'·'Ill •H> ,,rder"'i r<l!stric:t.ing U.S. 11erv1C:Iil womO?n i<hr.le 
t.n y an• in s .. udi Ar,.bia. 

H• ~aid h~ had ardlilred U.$, soldiers not to ta~e any 
a 1 ohol or p.:~rr1cgraphy to Saudi Arabia, For .. :uilllple, b••=~use 

bo hare prohibited there. Hll! also has urg•d both men and 
wr.>~ e•, to r<\!'Zii"l,." t SawH '!! • .,,it i .,.. it ill !I. 

But .. h>~"' :a.skolild iF he also wauld 1.1rder i1H1Y r91ltr1C:tions "'' 
'"o 1111 troopsr·a whi.l"' they a"'" in Saudi Ar:!bi:a, he r~plied 1 
··~~'Stil·~t,~~·,.. nc:.;t .. ~< 
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.Although u.s. analysts believe the Sa,ldi government is 
extremely stab])eJ in recent years the Kinr.dom has faced both 
Iranian-backed terrorism and the threat of inRurgency among 
the Shiite minority in its Eastern Province. according to 
informed sources in Saudi Arabia. 

In the last few years seven or eight Saudi di~lomats have 
been killed in !ha1land •. Turkey, and other posts abroad. In 
addition, several Saudi airline offices overseas have been 

bombed, says a vell-plaoed eource. He said it is believaLthat 

the attacks were paid for by Iran and carrie~ out by Lebanese 
Shiites trained by the Syrians. Saudi Arabia has tightly held 

information about attacks on its facilities and personnel abroa1. 
L"'Otiber sQurce said that th§l threat of Iranian strikes or 

a~ainst American installations 
sabotage/within Saudi Arabia had also been rated high for a 
n11111ber of years. The possible targets o! such ,Attacks included 
Aramco and other oil facilities, as well as u.s. diplomats. 
Af.ter the end of the Iran-Iraq war. that threat nssessment 

had been dowgraded to "medi:.~m"· The !lource noted that the 
Saudis tightly oontrol access to the Kingdom in order to 
prevent such attacks. He stressed that the danger of terrorist 
actions is thought to come from abroad and not from the 
country 1 s Shiite minority. 

The likelihood of terrorist attack against the u.s. Embassy 
in Kuwait was also downgraded several months ago, said one source. 

He noted that this reassessent had been made over bitter objections 

fro~ some American offici~s. 
Since the early 1980s, u.s. Embassies in the region have 

employed tight security measures. with senior diplomate often 
travellinc in heawilY-armored cars. 

!he threat of insurgency among Shiites in Saudi Arabia's 
Eastern Province has also been considered significant in recent 
years, say the sources• In 1989, riots in the city of Qat1f were 
put down hard by Saudi security, resulting in what one source 
described as •numerousa death~. Similar rioting in 1985 vas 
suppressed by polioe with violence but ~ithout loss of life, 
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the sourcae say. 
Sinoe the early 1960s, the Saudi government has made a 

concerted effort to improve the lot of the Shiites in the ~.:-·
administered by V.obammed bin Fabd. Eastern.Provinee. !bt area is 

a member of . the royal .tamil,-. 
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1 Npori 'OT' pertta;on, M•d• to 1M! faMed. 
IKl p1s ~OMDlrt• th•s a~ th• h .. ,ltal •tory to ~Qllow il'ltO OM 

pOT-t, b~t p1s s•parat• th• ~atertaal with a daah art• keep 
wo aatol1nos. th•ir s•parat• i••u••• •nd r presum• separate 
as ~or ~~r wlre Dut for ~umbering purposes oM pool r•port. 

t nx, 
J 

AmON PUBLIC AF,AiRS1 
hav• lost coun~ of pool r•port rtumber• b•cau .. we hav• no 
"'"· _, from n•w 0'1'1 -.! 11 Go by dat• at'\d t~WIII:Ier for o~r 

in;, eaking this i6-l 1 th• l'irst ~or aua. 16. 

itt~ and filed by J~n kirtlt ap. 

I ARABIA _ lr~ql flght..-a on .. veral occa•lorta hav• tu~ed 
tN&t after w•apo'l'l• •yst•M• &board AmRrican J•t• hav• loc~d 
h• Iraqi tar;•ta, ••v•ral Air Force crew chl•~• aaid Thursaay. 

•Y don't want to play with ua 1 '' OP'Ie crew chl•f told a 
•r with a v~aitina pool of RN•rican JOurnall•ts. 

· If I wer• in a Mirage and an ,•15 lock•d ortto Me 1 i'• l•t out 
r- fast too,•• th• cnt•f told an As•oci•ted Pr•ss r•port•r· 

1. John J!lcii"'om, cOI-r.d••· of' th• lst Tactical l'i;ht•r Wint~ 
naely Air l'orc• 8a .. in Vir;inla1 r•fua•d to confirm th• 

h and nid h• had ll'latru~IIRCI M• pUots not 11o disc~&ss any 
t.ra with s~eqi J•t•· • 

1'• not ;otn; to a•t into our •neounters,•• he 1saiel. 8ut h• 
y n• ~Oftstd•r•d th• u.s. •l~ pow•r h•~ ~ar supe~ior to 
. ··w·•~ not ov•r h•r• to go to wart ••'r• ov•r here to k••P 
ac:•• ••• We w111 not •t•rt a war llut w• w•U finltN'I on• 

ly tn th• alr, • • 
anoth.r o~ricer in th• unit and ••veral ~"" ehi•~• ••io 

ns syst~• aboard u.e. ~-1$e havs loek•CI onto lr&qt J~• 
1 times during ~light •Sssions n•ar the·Kuwalt-S•udi ~rd•r· 

One o~ my oilot• told .- tn•r turn and run •• soon •• th• 
locks on,•• on• c~w ehief satd. ''Th•r•'• l:l"n a ltttl• cat 

o~.t•• but wn•n tn• ~•pons loek on th•r'r• gorte,'' •aid anoth•r • 
.,,., aaklel again 1at•r about the •neounters r•ported by c~w 
1, Mcll"'OIII laid I "All I' 11 do is r•n1ind you our r•Ciar ctan 
nat • pretty ROOd range. l•yond that you'll have to ask th• .. '' ' 
1"00111 satd tl'l• i'igl'lt.,.. unit. f•lt •oM•what vu1neral:ll• on th• 

d when his unit ft~st arrlv•CI last W..k but now h•v• 
iNit•d •l•sions with ttl• Sa1.1dis and I"WC•tvwcl ~•rful gro11."CC 
ction '"om oth•r U~S. forces, including th• mas•lv• Patriot 

to air Missll• systems. 
• r•port•r• visit~ wlth the fighter wtng Thursday morning at 

a 0. eli .,,.. bas• wh•N lt haa ••t ~P camp, u•lrtg spar• aaual 
hll\11 Mt1 -int•l'lll,.,_ 1•*"•1•• ancl oth•r facillt;ies, el"'una ru1" for 
n.u en1agon j:~eol oper•tlon prohii:IHI th• r•l•••• o~ t;ha •~<act 
Jc~a lon or thw eMact nQmber o; planes a"d other .-apons •ysteMs, 
Ot' t • publlcat 1on of tk• n&II!Sa o1' rtOn-COMIIIand of.,i~UN, 

• t~ops are 1ivtn; in Saudi barra~k• and •~hool• right ~~ 
••nt ~tty t• und•r construction on the ba••• aa 1• • poriabl• 

tal that a1Nady l• tr .. tin; about iS oa••• of h••t str•as • 
&=ordiTIQ to fUr l"orce offlciela tn11•rv1.-a T,huraaay .. or1'1h•ll• 
»roo. aaia th• lauUl •~s• faoiliti•• aN th• beat h• ha• •v•r 

st111n '·Th• lauc:lls 1:!1.1llli •v•rythtn; bilil and ev•l"ything right,• • h• 
•••ld 

• 

, 
0 
0 
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The i~•~vsew• --~• eondu~ted ~twwen I •·•· aftd 18 •·•· local 
a .. , -"•n teMp~atu~• •l~ady -.re app~oa~h&ng triple digit• and 
he •"" .,... HIPI"Ching the o"n ~tau. One Air !IO'I"a •-raent .,... 
&ken to the hoapital during the pool'• Yisit fo~ a minor ~• .. of 
eat •t~•· Ha hcd been swinging • •ledge hamm~ for .. veral hour• 
•1piPig to ..t up the t.nt•• 
Mal~~ and hi• ~w ~hief• and M&int.nan~• personnel •aid th•y 

ave had ~Y f-. equ1~nt ~blems ••.cciated with the heat. Mo•t 
f the plan ... ..._ being kept outdoora in the heat ~.u .. 
l•~t...onl~ •Y•iem• •ometimes have temporary trouble• when going 

• cool to hot tmvii"'I'IIII.nt, Mc:liii"'Qm ••id. 
The Ai~ Foree ha• extensive eto~k• of •i••Sl .. ~~the J•t•, and .... w• were ••en unloading box•• of le mm ehell• ~or their onboa~ 

un• •• -u. 
-Je-· 
Jk 

xt5t71 --.u vbx 
-~KC 

th• add for pool ~port l&-1 

, 

.. parated tham ~or yr filing purposes. typing fa•t ~ua tight 
edule, ~rolly tyPQs ••lo,.._, &ri 1 
Jk 

written and filed by John kin;, ap, 

~UDI ARQIIA _The U.i, military i• t .... atin; about 18 ~ .... of 
inor heat •trese a day and rYahina to ••• up medical faeilitie• 
r the growing number of A.erican fore .. her•, Air F~ official• 
l.d Thu!"Sday. 
The official• •P*~ at th• fii"St u.s. •ilitary ho•pital •.t up 
aaudt Arabi&, a •erl•• o~ portable t ... t •tru~ures that look 

like& tho•• f~ th• M.A,&.H. t•levi•&on eeri••· 
Already up and ~ina i• a ... 11 wa~ fO'I" outpati•nt ca .... ana 
OV81"'1'1ight war. A portable, two-bed operating room HS under 
ftatr~~tion aftd ~"• to be ~p1•t•d by aay•a •Pid. 
·"" l'ir Fo-. -Jor running the fa~1Uty .. sci n -• the ftrwt 
rican ~~ical c•nter in the kingdom but that th• Army ... 

ncUn; in •l•Uar equip Silt and the Alr For.:• likely '"ou1cl a.nd 
• . ' 'f ..... ~ 
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The •ajor, Wh~• n••• eannot b• us•d -.~au•• o~ ;round ru1•• TOr 
t ,. P•~ta;en ,col ·~•ration, ••id mo•t patients ao far hav• b•en 

•r •lnor heat ••~•. ~ith the treatm•nt preseribed eit~e~ •Imply 
~ydratton by drinkln; water or, in mor• ••ver. ea•••• th• 

1 .travenou• inJeot1on of nutrient-laden fluid•• H• •aid ther• have 
n •t yet been any r•pertwd ea••• of heat •trok•• a ~or• serious 
h ·at-r•lated ailment. He •aid 18 a day was a low number eonstdering 
t • •ile.of thw u.s. deploym.nt hwre. 
~ said the ov•rni;ht ward had been not n•eded ~·t but added 

• t•m •ur• it Will De by tonight.'' 
u.a. •roopa arw being told to drink 

101 t•r a day l:lufl even tdth that ,.••v•ral 
f w d&ytt have .. id they a,... Um:Una it 
8 ucU de•ert l"'allt, 

at least siK gallon• of 
intarview•o over thw pallt 
impossible to ac:tJu•t to the 

'.'W4Jf 11 MVer get ~aelf to '~ 1 au-· Slit~ lifO iS cirtnlf.-and Ch••ink 
a1 COMPlain a ~it,•• one Air Fore• e•ptain said Thur.day, 

''If you aa~d •v•~body th•y'd all •ay we'd rath•r ;o home but 
"' •v• got • Job to do,•• said •~ AS~ Fo~c• ••ra•ant, 

At tne outpatt.nt ward, sev•r•l pati•n~• w•~ r.eeiving 
i• atmrnt fo~ neat str•••~ one th~ough intraveno~• fl~ids. 

''This is yo~r ~a~lt ~olon•l•'' ht• Man said JOkingly to his 
cr· -l'lding of1'1eers, Air l'orc:e Col. John llk:llt"OOIII. 

ANother 111&n ul'\der :Mc:Jh-aom'. • eommand, a ee-ye&1"-0ld -rger.nt 'f'rom 
I! asota, ,la., sale n• fell ill al't•r.•ev•ral ho"rs of swining • 

;•hammer while •etting up t•nts in·~ ... see-~;re• w•ath•r· 
''l aidn't t•~• enough breaks at all,'' h• said. 
~BrOom vt•it.d the t•nt site and told th• MOn and women to 

k• k off work until ~1;ht~al1 1 wn•n t•mperature• generally drop 
h o the lh, 

''Ninety-fiv• pera9nt of th•m will go so hard at it, wv•n in 
\h • h1tat 1 that yo~o~ hav• to pull th•m baok1 '' •aid ltlct!rvoM1 who waa 
lJ • • father with his troops Jl.lllt 111inut•11 after •hewing his 
~~ hter-pilot bravado while b~iefln; reporters aDo~t u.s. air power 
i1~ th• S;~udi kingdom, 

A1.o receiving treatment at the fac111ry was an Army tank aunner 
wi. h the ••ncl ftirborn• whc f'ractur•d his fil'lll•" back 1\0Dt• at Fort 
Jr•·· ;; but tl'len aa;raYat•d the inJury 1\ar.. Rncl 1n the !:tack of' the 
o•.1 pd i•r~t ward al'lc:l Al,. Force drmt. lst was d011!1i1 tt0111• C!I"'Wn IOigr~ 01'1 

••·· Air For-ce flur•• frOm NIIW Jersey. 
Th• .. Jc" aald the faeility could handl• v1r•u•11y any inJ~ry cr 

tt·· uma, ii'IC!lllding \rMt .. m of' solc:lt•r• aff~ed tay ctulldcal 
Mil f)OM, . 

said tno.e fore•• would hav• to ba d~ontaMinated 1'tr.t 
ra ._i~Q allowed ir~io the ho•pltal for tr.at.ent. 

''W. can tr.at large number. of ca•ualitl•• and do so Quite 
... fully,•• h• .. ic:t. 

a •aJO~ •aid H•patiiia A and Rertain parasitic infections were 
n •o Saudi Ar&Dioli al'\d \ha11 •a:r.aria was a c::oneel'"l'l in sOMe parts 

he kSngdOIII• 
• MAJOr said the~• wa• ••not •ugh in the way oflocal hospital 
rt'' bu11 said \wo Navy hospital •hlpa are ao~l~g to iha ~•g1on 

• avallal:tl• ti' needed. 

II- . 
-w•-oa-1.-te •-aea»T< 
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This pool report was reported and written by Frank Aukofer of 
The Milwaukee Journal. 

saudi Arabia-A tent city for a us Air Foree fighter wing took 
ahape here in the desert Thursday in what American commanders 
said was a deployment biqger than anything in the Vietnam War. 

The tent city, complete with air conditioning and a 50-bed 
field hospital, will house at least 1,100 •en and women of the 
1st Tactical Fighter Wing from Langley Air Force Base, Va. Some 
of the airmen also are staying in Saudi barracks and two elemen
tary sChools vacated by the Saudis to house American troops. 

The tent city was being assembled at a vast saudi Air Base 
here, where American P-15 fighters are on alert to maintain air 
IUperiority over anything the lraqi air force might throw at Sau
di Arabia. 

•we have a well-integrated air defense network here," said the 
wing commander, Col. John McBroom. "I have no qualms that we'll 
be able to do our mission." 

He said that co-operation from his Saudi Arabian hosts had been 
outstanding. Por example, he said the Saudis had cleared out the 
two elementary schools so his crews would have air conditioned 
places to sleep and rest. ~ 

Earlier, the wing had set up a field kitchen, which served 500 
tor breakfast Thursday, including soldiers from a Patriot missile 
battery here. 

McBroom and the officer in charqe of setting up the tent city, 
Col. Dave Peebles, both said they had never seen a deployment of 
troops and equipment as big, even in Vietnam. 

•This is an awesome airlift," McBroom said. "You don't get them 
any bigger than this." 

McBroom's wing is the oldest in the Air Force-dating back to 
1917-and the F-15 fighter with his name on it is decorated with 
the World War I hat-in-the-ring insignia of Capt. Eddie Ricken
backer. 

About 40 men and women of KoBroom's winq were working and 
sweating in the desert heat Thursday, assembling air-conditioned 
tents and the ATH, for air-transportable hospital. 

Assembling the tents consisted mainly of drilling holes in the 
solid rock under the sand and driving in stakes with old
fashioned sledge hammers. 

McBroom, who said everybody was a volunteer in a combat situa
tion, was rotating his men and women from their regular jobs into 
building the tent city and hospital, 

- fV'\ •IC: -
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About mid-morning, he decided to call a halt, and issued orders 
to wrap up the operation for the day. From now on, he said, the 
men and women would work only at night and early in the morning. 

Even in the morning, the heat was so intense that the troops 
putting up the tents could only work 20 minutes at a stretch be
fore resting and drinking water. They are told to drink a quart 
of water an hour. 

But a 28-old-airman from Sarasota, Fla., who usually issues fu
el for aircraft, overdid it and nearly dropped over in the heat 
because he had not taken enough breaks from swinging his sledge 
hammer. He wound up in the field hospital, under the care of the 
unit's nurses. 

•I just got kind of nauseous and weak," he said. " But I'll get 
back at it. 'l'hat's what we're here for." 

Lt. Col. Susan Helm of Goodrich, Mich., the chief nurse, said 
the biggest problems so far were heat-related. But she said the 
hospital expected to have to deal with other diseases related to 
food, water and improper sanitation. 

She said everyone in the unit felt good about setting up the 
hospital because they had just gone through an exercise doing the 
same thing in May at Langley Air Force Base. 

•This is designed to support the wing, and the wing's here," 
she said. 0 We like to be around our people." 

Maj. Rich Willillllls, the hospital commander, said he was ready 
to treat patients if the Iraqis launched a massive chemical war
fare attack. 

He said any soldiers injured would go to a decontamination unit 
in the hospital complex, where all the gas would be washed off 
their bodies, then to the hospital for treatment. 

Williams also said the doctors, nurses and other personnel 
joked a lot about how they resembled the famous "MASH" television 
series. He said he was the Col. Potter of the group, and others 
were starting to pick up nicknames as well. 

Sitting in a dentist's chair in the hospital was Col. carolyn 
Massion of Marlton, N.J., who is in charge of 126 flight nurses 
and technicians who will provide first aid and prepare patients 
for air evacuation. She had popped a crown off a tonth and was 
having it re-cemented. 

'l'he hospital had just barely been set up-the operating rooms 
still had not been assembled-and it was still hot inside because 
of an initial shortage of freon. But everyone expected to have 
the whole complex up and running soon. 

•Just tell Americans that these people are dedicated and 
they're working their buns off, 11 McBroom said. 11 We do believe we 
can take care of ourselves." 

-30-
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be fa><ed to the Pentagon f'cr release. Wr i ttan and -Filed 
Jim Adams, Reuter~. 
IrH:orporate~; ear·liel" l"adar 1oc:k en q~.<otes. 
Somewhere itl Saudi Ar;abia - The commander of U.S. fort:l!!S 
avdi Arabia said Thur·t~day he had ii!Otnlll measvre of' Iraq's 
.i ty t.o l.awu:h a chemical woHapona at tao:k and wa10 ready to 

w i tt1 i t. 
"We're pr .. pared to handle the t.hreat that we l"ac~~> in thl!lt 
rd," Lt. Gen. Chllrl.as Hot•n&r toJ.d a pool o.f' reporters and 
ogr•aphi<r·s organ i z,.d t:>y the Defll!tHJ&J o .. par tlnsmt. 
"What we do im look at the nvmbers, what we know of thsir 
bilit.y and then w&~ prepara to respond to it,' he said. "A~> 

alii I'm cor't!:erned, .we're prepared." 
Earlier, ground c:ro.w c:hili!f'5 aaid Iraqi planes had f'lacl in 
pmst: week whet1 W&'apon'll radar 011 U.S. F-15 f'ighter pl.anes 
.. d onto them near the Saudi-Iraq border. 
Herner 'll>lid h.,. would not talk about tsui::h fi't\C:OUt1ters. 
BtJt the ground c:rew t:hitl'f's u:aid t.hat pilot.!! told them Iraqi 

pJ. 1e!!l on tht~ir owt·• side o.f' the bordiir had turned and fled 
wh l Wlli'llf:!Ot1i;; radar orr U.S. F-15s em the S:&t.Jd! sida of' the 
bor er locked at1to thE!m. 

Wartoing syste~ns tell pilots when another plane's weapon 
r has locked onto l:f'lli!lm, ready to I! hoot if there is a 
rontation between the twc planes. 
"There has baen a li ttl., c:at zmd r~~cuse but whem the 
eta; lock 011 they're <I rac1 i pl.anes) gone 1 " tha c:raw chie-f 

Col. John McBroo~n, comm:mder of the f'ir111t tactical t'ightEi!r 
, wculd t1r.~t t=t:mfirm the encounters bvt tcld tha pool 
rtar;;: "Al.~ I '~1 de is remind you owr· radars c:an lock ar1 

ratty geed range." 
Mclkoom tc;,ld Reut:ers l.at~tr tha·t .ncm& o·f the Iraqi pla11es; 

ha 11trayed ac:r·o-r.s t:.he bord~;r i~1t.:o Saudi Arabia. 
''They hav~ 110t ~ome acrosw the border,'' he said. ''1h~y're 

bel >9 careful.. Very C:l'lreFul." 
Th&l hm•pi tal. c:o~nmander at. the F-15 base said hi! w•u• ready 

it' raq lauru::fllild a massive c:he•d cal weapor1& at tack. 
"Yeah, we could tl"eat lar·glil n~.<mber!l o·F c:hamit;:al. casual tili!li< 

and d<J so qtd te s•.c:celiisf~.<11y, " the c:ommandar 9<1. i d. 
He. 9aid pil.ots or soldier!! injured by nerve or Mustatl'd gas, 
ite the prc•tec:ticn suits they woul.d wear in a chemical. 
c:k, woul.d go first to a dec:ontaminaticn unit for the 

ch icalts to be wa'llh&d tlff their bodies smd t.her; would be 
ad tted to the hospital. 

When Ben. Horner w;as lU!I•.ed to cent' i r~n the fighter plane 
wea ons radar incidents or any ethel" et1co1.mters betwwe•m u.s. 
and Iraq fot'c:es, he s.aid he would not ta1k about svch matters. 

But he did conf!rtn thilt u.s. 1 Saudi and other foro:es had 
not yet raac:hed agr•li'ememt 011 a command struct.t•ra for 
c:oo ditlatitlg the jcir1t mi1itary build up to detar Iraq from 
inv ding Savdi Arabia. 

Howev.,r, he 'liliillid a~ plan has beoc:m ih place f'rcm th• tim10 
U.S Forces begam l!lrrtvit\g last ..,.,.,.., on how they would 
coo erad:e w! th Saudi forces if' Iraq attacked. 

"Obviou~ly we don't have tf1e fit1ished product (thG> commalld 
str ctur•d yet," he ..said "but I car\ t:ell yow from the fir&t 
day· we wer11> here we said 'Whst. ars we going tc de if' th"'>' 
att d. m:twi'' 1md that''i the way Wi' have be•m structuring it 
ev& y day.u 

Whim asked if he or a Saudi gen.,ral. w<n!l in overall. 
t:om and, h& ssid "we work together." 

• 0 
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written by Michael Ross of the Los Ang~les ~imes. 

SAUDI ARABIA--Nowhere does history seem to repeat 

itself more quickly than it does in the turbulent Middle 

East. 

Just over three years ago, the skittish sheikdoms of 

the Persian Gulf watched with a concern that bordered on 

alarm as American naval forces converged on this 

part of the world to protect Kuwaiti oil tankers and 

safeguard the shipping lanes then being menaced by Iran. 

The !ear then was that the u.s. presence would escalate 

the Iran-Iraq war, invite Iranian retribution and leave 

the Arab reqirnes that rim the southern side 

of the Gulf even more exposed than before. "We have to 

liv~;~~ here. You don't,"a senior Arab official said at the 

time. "If you widen the war beyond your ability to 

control it, we will end up paying the price long after you 

leave." 

Barely a year later, however, those fears had been 

dispelled. Demonstrating on more than a few occasions that 

it was not afraid of a fight with Iran, the United States 

proved its determination to safeguard the flow o! oil to 

the West. 

Now, move the clock forward and shift the scene 

westward a few hundred miles, into the searing sands of 

the Arabian Desert. 

Kuwait, once again, is the hapless victim. The stakes 

AUG ll '90 !3:34 
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are similar--oil, although this time a lot more of it. And 

as u.s. forces--land, sea and air--converge on the region 

once more, similar fears are gnawing away at the political 

calculations of the region's nervous rulers. 

The humiliation of having to call in foreigners, not to 

mention Israel's closest ally, to settle Arab affairs 

"represents a dangerous political liability for all of 

these fragile regimes," a diplomat who spent many years in 

the region said. 

For Saudi Arabia's Kinq Fahd, a ~onarch who recoils 

from confrontation and strives for consensus in all 

dealings with his fellow Arabs, the decision to invite 

foreign intervention must have been particularly painful. 

"Some countries thrive on conflict. We have tremendous 

dislike for it," a senior saudi official said. 

Nevertheless, there was a crucial difference this time. 

Whatever the Saudi monarch's misgivings were, they paled 

beside the immediate threat that Iraqi President Saddam 

Hussein posed to the balance of power throu~hout the 

region following his army's invasion of Ruwait Aug. 2. 

"The way he runs Iraq, the way he thinks and 

acts. , , (Saddam} is a Ritle:t" , 11 said Sheik Ali Khalifa al 

Sabah, the finance minister of the ousted Ruwaiti 

government and a l!lernber of its ruling family. 11 He wants 

not only to 'lead' the Arab world by force, he wants to 

rule the world through oil." 

Now, as the largest u.s. expeditionary force ever 

deployed since the Vietnam War digs into the sands of 

eastern Arabia, Saudi officials and diplomats interviewed 

by visiting reporters seem uncertain as to how the crisis 

- Mc:r~-
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aut on one point there seems to be a firm consensus! 

Iraq must not be allowed to keep Kuwait. 

lf the Gulf states once were worried about how they 

would live with Iran after u.s. forces left, they are now 

much more concerned about how they will live with Iraq if 

u.s. forces don't stay. 

1'11'es, we have certain sensitivities about the American 

presence here," a saudi official acknowledged, "But 

these troops are not here because of us. They are here 

because of him (Saddam Hussein). He created all of this. 

We cannot compromise our security. We cannot be sensitive 

when it comes to a threat like this." 

The Saudis may still be somewhat uncomfortable with the 

size and speed of the American buildup. "The numbers of 

American troops are larqer than the Saudis originally 

anticipated," admitted Maj. Gen. Don Kaufman, chief of 

the u.s. Military Training Mission to saudi Arabia. 

But they are quickly acclimatizing themselves to the 

American presence in much the same way as the newly 

arriving troops are becoming used to the blistering desert 

sun, which routinely sends temperatures soaring past ll~F. 

"The Americans are our friends," said a Saudi Air 

Foree pilot. 11We are here for the same mission--the 

defense of Sauai Arabia." 

Officially, the purpose of the u.s. presence, which 

qrows larger by the day, is to deter an Iraqi invasion of 

Saudi Arabia. But it also serves a less tangible·-and in 

the long term possibly more important--purpose of 

stiffening Saudi resolve by insulating the kingdom from 

"''<I" 1 • ' 
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Iraqi inti~idation. 

It is on this point, Saudi officials and diplomats 

aqree, that Hussein may have made his gravest 

miscalculation. 

"Clearly he thought he could intimidate the rest of 

the Arab world into letting him keep :Kuwait," one 

diplomat said. "What he did not count on was the 

immediate American and Western response, which then served 

to embolden the other Arabs." 

The Arab response, the diplomat added, was a crucial 

follow-on. In deciding to send token forces to join the 

Americans, Egypt, Syria and Morocco have provided a 

face-saving Arab cover for what is still essentially a 

foreign force. 

What happens next is not clear. Everyone hopes•Mbut 

\lithout much conviction--that the sanctions imposed by the 

U.N. Security Council will eventually bring Hussein to his 

knees, if not to his senses. 

But sanctions have a poor track record. They often take 

months to have real effect, by which time the resolve to 

maintain them is usually wavering. 

Kussein also has a trump card in the form of the 

several thousand foreigners in Kuwait and Iraq who are now 

hostaqes in all but name, "How stronq will the west's 

resolve be several months from now, when these Americans, 

West Europeans and Asian hostages are starving?" wonders 

an Arab diplomat. 

It is hoped that, as Iraqis themselves start to go 

hungry, Hussein may be overthrown. There have been coup 

attempts before--and the fact that Hussein has survived 
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them all underscores the difficulties potential plotters 

face. Hussein's control over the regime is so tight that 

"no one can really count on a coup to save the day, at 

least not in the short run," an Arab expert on Iraqi 

politics said. 

Slowly, the conviction is growing that "the only 

solution," in the words of a Kuwaiti official, "is a 

11\ilitary solution." 

Saudi officials say they do not underestimate the 

difficulties of trying to oust an occupation army of some 

150,000 Iraqi troops from Kuwait by force. The military 

costs of such a move could be politically unacceptable and 

in the end there might not be much left of tiny Kuwait for 

its exiled rulers to reclaim. 

Instead, the not-so-secret hope of some Saudi officials 

is that Hussein may yet be pressured into withdrawing--or 

goaded into making the mistake of his life, 

Hussein's startling acceptance on Wednesday of Iran's 

long-standing conditions for formally endinq the Gulf war 

is viewed here as a dramatic admission of the gravity of 

his position. 

"Iraq got very little out of tKe Gulf war, which took 

eiqht years and cost a million lives," a Saudi official 

noted. "For Saddam now to surrender what little territory 

he did gain h a sign of desperation." 

The calculation is that, if Hussein gets desperate 

enouqh, he may strike out in a way that justifies a major 

military retaliation. 

"We don't want to go to war. We don't want to fire the 

first shot, but at the same time the status quo is 

.-(ncr~.-
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SAUD! ARABIA _ A •enior Saudi military offi~ial on w.dne•day 
diacount~ Iraq•• ability to hit populat~ Saudi areas with 
chemical weapon• and aaid many of the command re•ponsibilities of 
the burgeoning multinational defense force here remain unresolved. 

&rig, Elen. Turk.i Sin Nas .. r, a •-tl•r of the Saudi royal family, 
aaid his fore .. had no qualms about fighting fellow Arab• •hould 
Iraqi troops attack the kingdom and said he believed there are 
•nough troops htiN to thwal"t any such attack. ·· - · ·-· --- · 

··we woul~ not like to ... Arabs fighting Arabs 1:1~ if we have 
to we will do it,•• he said. ''!f anybody want• to come to tho 
kingao• and attack we will fight to defend our .. lves.•• 

The general, in • meeting with AMerican JOurnalist• at a Saudi 
air base, said Saudi, Ameri~en and British pilots were ~nducting 
JOint mission• but that many command rvsponsibilitie• have yet to 
be workltd out. 

··w. hope the higher authoritie• will wolve the probleMS of 
~and and ~ntrol,'' Turki said. ··we have not solved that yet.•• 

Defense Secretary Dick Cheney is to visit Saudi Arabia later 
this week, presumably to discus• those issues. 

Turki said that in the event of combat with Iraq ''there must bo 
• comMand and control •tructure11 but he said during Joint 
o~rations conducted in the past several days .... haven't faced 
any problems yet.'' 

Turki mat with a visiting pool of JOurnalists at a Saudi Air 
base h• commands. It ... the latest in an unpr•c.defttad series o~ 
visits o¥ Ameri~ans to Saudi defense installations. 

Hours before th• meeting Mith Turkt, the JOUrnalist• Nere 
allowed into Saudi Jet hangars and maint•nanee facilities that one 
Saudi Military officials said are off limits to many Saudis. 

Th• pool spent most of th• day with Saudi military officials but 
also ••w further evtd.nce of the ;rowing American pr ... nce he.._, 
including the first-ever field deployment of the massive Patriot 
;round-to-air missile sy•tem. 

Transport planes ~ntinued to arrive around the clock, and heavy 
artillery and other ~uipment i• arriving to reinforc• the lighter 
force• first deplo)'ed here a week age. 

ComMents by Turkt left the impression that military planners 
•~pect foreign troops to remain in Saudi Arabia and the Iraqi 
force• in Kuwait for so.e time even if a ••ttlement is negotiated 
SOOI'\o 

••tt al•ays ta~ .. longer to pull troops out than it takes to 
bring them tn,•• he said, 

H. would not an•wer ·~ifically when asked how long Saudi 
Arabia •ould want AMerica~ troops to remain after any negotiated 
settle.ent that involved Iraq leaving Kuwait. 

He also gave an indirect answer when asked if Saudi Arabia would 
need outside military help as long •• Iraq'• Saddam Hussein held 
po.-r. 

''The political situation in this region, it chan;•• every 
day,'' he said. ''If I told you three ... ks ago that Iraq ••• to 
invade Kuwait you would have told me I •a• crazy,'' 

American forces di•patched here have carried Mith them special 
suits and maaks designed to prot~t them from Iraq's formidable 
chemical and ;as weapons. 

But Tu~ki said he did not believe Iraq had the capacity to 
accurately launch chemical warheads with its ground mi•siles and 
said the Saudi a~ other air forces h.rw should be able to 



\ 

''As fa~ as_. know he dorsn't have means of delive~y with 
balllsti~ mi•siles but he na• the means if they •~ c•~~i.O Dy 
ai~~~aft,•• Tu~ki aatd of I~aq'• chemical th~eat. ''Ai~ to air I 
have no p~oDl•m.•• 

Tu~kt declined to offer a ~~•onal opinion when asked wnetn•~ ne 
~lieved it would take military fo~~• to ou•t Iraq from Kuwait. 

''I would leave that to the poltti~ians,•• ne .. id. ··w. are 
he~• to d•fend the ~ount~y •nould anything happen.'' 

-- Htt Hidtti.- SiUdtniiTitary·nltwded the- neiri -,ro.i- t-he.i.Jr>i t.id 
States artd othe~ nations simply beeau•• of I~aq•s huge arMy. 

''If you fa~ a million-Man army you nave to nave a large enough 
fo~c• to dete~ tt and to 'itht tt tf you need to,•• he said. 

He ••td the Saudi tovern~t wa• not ~o~•~ned by Saddam 
Hu•setn•s attempts to ~ally Arab suppo~t by accusing S.udt Arabia 
of ••lltna out to the West. 

''We s- l"'othtna wrong in dei'ltnding o1.1~ co1.1ntry,•• he ••td. 
"Wh04tver dorsn•t Uke t-t,· that'• hi• J:Jroblelll." 

He aaid Iraqi .. fore•• •ttll -~ taktna up ~tensive CJOSition• 
near the Saudi~Kuwait -cO~d•r but •aid the threat of an attack 
··-ained •tilni i'ic:ant. 

''If it .a•n't real ~-WoUl~'t nave all th ... forees here, 
Bttc:ause of all tf'lt• f0f'C11ft1':if'lttl"'e t• a Get.it~~nt ~to them,'' 

Htt •aid the Iraqi i nvalliWfl was evidenee that: t·n• Saudi• should 
be allowed to purcha•e mo~ military equipment f~ the Untted 
Stat•• and other Western nationa. Turki alae said the Saudi• were 
considering an enl•~aement of th•t~ military for~. 

Tu~ki, in a playful tone, said traq1 military of'fiee~s who 
fought 1~ tn• Iran-Ir•q wa~ ''should take him <Saddaml to c:ou~t•• 
for off•~in; Wedne.aay to retu~n ~aptu~ed t•rritory to Iran. 

But even 1 f' lran ;and lraq ••tt 1• border cU•putes he said n• 
doubted lr;aq would •end t~op• now •lono that border •outn into 
l<u .. ait. 

''l think both of theM don•t t~u•t •ach other and 1 don't think 
h• ls going to ~ull 'ore .. out of that area,•• Tu~ki said. 

-3C-..... ·-·· .. 
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unacceptable to us," the saudi official said. 

"So our course now," he adaea, "is to wait. Wait and 

hope that all the pressure will force Saddam into 

committinq either a good mistake by withdrawing, 

or a bad one by going forward. 11 

endit 
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SRUDl ARABIA _ Both American troo~• and their Saudi allies are 
experiencing some culture shock these days. 

The mo•t obvious sur~rise for tne Saudi forces has bean the nigh 
profile of women in the U.S. military, particularly the Air Force. 

And the U.S. forces face the prospect of a lengthy stay in a 
country where alcohol is illegal, snorts are considered offens1ve 
and virtually all activity grinds to a halt five times a day for 
prayers. Even Saudi soldiers, some of whom are working •ide by side 
with Americans, stop for prayers. 

For now, as they are briefed on Saudi and Muslim customs and try 
to get accustomed to the searing neat, Americans troops are not 
baing allowed to make recreation trips into Saudi cities, although 
some are housed temporarily at local hotels. 

Tne Saudi& have been extraordinarily gracious hosts, even as 
they are occasionally taken aback by tne ways of their allies. e~t 

both Saudi and ~meriean officials say thctra likely will be itt least 
a few incident& if tne U.S. milita~y presence he~e i.e a prolonged 

.. -one; a prospitr:l:-!:nal:-ap'piti"ri iner.,-.iiiinlily Hkely. ·-
''When you nave two cultures that are so different, so 

fundamentally different, there are bound to be some conflicts,'' a 
Saudi government minister &aid this week. ••sut we are eonfident 
that •• r:an keep tnam to a minimum.'' 

The culture claah comes at an already stressful period of Saudi 
history. The oil boom took Arabia out of obscurity and the past two 
decades nave brought an incredible davelopment boom in maJor oil 
and u~ban area&. The Saudis are r•aching out to thct West for help 
in develo~ment and busin•ss, whila at the sama time fighting to 
maintain their strict, religious traditions. 

• 'lt is • delicate balance, on• we are trying to manage and, we 
think, doin; so for th• moat part succ•ssfully,•• a prominent Saudi 0. ..... • . -. -' ~ . _, j _ _;- J - )' _., \..) ]. J _) J y _) )• , •• 

()t ••• )'" , •• c... .•• . ;' ••• et• ________ ... .-~eo 
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b~sinw•sman said this week afte~ a dinne~ he hosted for visiting 
~meri~an JOurnalists. 

To help keep the balanee, the Saudis have tight rest~ictions on 
foret;n•rs; only those with work cont~aets a~e allowed into the 
c9untry and almost all of them live in wall-ringed compounds. 

Suddenly, thousands more Americans a~e on Saudi soil, most o~ 
thgm young and unfamiliar with A~ab and Saudi traditions. 

The u.s. military is taking a numbe~ of steps designed to keep 
Saudi-~merican interaction, military action• excepted, to a 
minimum, T~oops interviewed this week seem to understand, although 
they're not alway• happy about it. 

''The guys sure would like a cold one,•• a female Rir For;• 
captain said Thursday in an interview conducted on the sun-drenched 
tarmac of a Saudi airbase. 

''Tell the folks back home to send in the Budweiser plane,•• an 
Army tank gunner said earlier in the week. 

Some of the misunderstandings are innocent, but, to the Saudis, 
offensive. Several Saudi military officials were witting with U.S. 
troops early in the week when the Americ~ns served field rations 
for lunch. Two ~ork dishes were among the choices offered; Musli•e 
do not eat pork. 

The greatest cultural adJustment for both sides revolves around 
the presence of hundreds of U.S. military women here fo~ Operation 
Desert Shield. 

A grou~ of SAudi airmen stood in stunned silenee the othe~ day 
as an Ameriean woman wo~king a suppl~ line in the triple-diGit hett 
stripped down to her T-shirt. She wa• asked to put he~ uniform 
shirt back on. 

And an Air Foree ~aptain assigned to an AWACS plene said she 
often finds Saudi airmen assigned to the crews staring at her. 

''They soom shoeked at first, but they'~• &Ktremely polite and I 
think they'~• getting used to it,•• the North Carolina native said. 
''It must be a strange sight for them.'' 

Indeed it must. 
!MORE) 
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While the co-ed U.S, military ,oree• banter about, Saudi men and 
women rarely interact in public beyond quiet conversation, And most 
Saudi women wear ankle-length black robes, covering thair head• and 
usually their faces with black headresses and veils. 

Saudis consider it offensive for women to wear pants, 
particularly shorts or blue Jeans, and Saudi women will hiss at 

-· womai!They ecmiider·drnsiiif inapprop'i01at.ly. -The women fn the U.S, 
military contingent have been advi•ed to wear the robes _ abayas _ 
when they venture out in public, 

''I think it would be too risky to go downtown without it,•• a 
21-year-old (female) Air Foree senior airman from Mount Clemens, 
Mich., said Tnursday, ''I'm I"'Ot going to take any eh.soncets.' • 

It's unclear wnen the U.S. forces will be able to wander about 
in Sa~1di cities. Off'ie•,.• from each of the s;ervices said this waek 
some recreational activities will have to be ~lal"'ned if t~e stay 
he~e d~ags on muc~ longer, and there is every indication tnat it 
wi 11. 

''We are guests of the Saudi• and we need to be aware o¥ tnei~ 
cultural eol"'cerl"'s,•• said Ai~ Fo~~• Col. John Mc9~oom. ''We'll 
brie¥ tnem <American t.-oopsl .stnd tell tnem what to do and ~ot to do 
and if they dol"''t do it right we'll send them home. It's that 
simple.•• 

Americans who work here say it is ~are for Saudis to become 
close friends with Americans but that cordial professional 
relations are not u~ommon. Rarely .sore Americans il"'vited into Saudi 
homes, they say, in part because they are not supposed to see Saud1 
women when tney •~e not wearing abayas and veils. 

''The,.e will probably be some panic among both Ame~icans and 
Saudis whe~ there are clashes o¥ tne cultures,•• said Pill Walker, 
a 43-yea~-old from ~onterey 1 Calif., who teaehea English at a Saudi 



-·-·-----''The cultu~•• •~e JUSt too dispa~ate,'' ne said when asked why 
Ame~iean-Saudi f~i.ndships are rare. 

Yet both Saudi• and Americans who have lived here for some time 
say there are few•~ problem• than one might e~peot when two such 
diverse cultures meet. 

Rmarieans have been on Saudi soil since the 1930s, when an 
expedition drilling for water struck oil, triggering Arabia's 
interaction with the Western world, 

''I think we Saudi• always, because of the oil find, nava 
associated Americans with our good fortune,'' a Saudi government 
official said over lunch this week, ''We are very different, but we 
nave a positive bond,'' 

A Saudi physician offered this explanation for the generally 
;ood relations between Saudis and Americans. 

''Our cultures are so different that neither side na• much of a 
cnanee of imposing maJor chan;•• on the other,•• he said. ··so we 
aeeept that and develop relationships without prying into the 
private affair• of others.•• 

Memaers of the Saudi elite in essence lead dual lives' mo•t were 
•d·~e•t•d in tn• Wl!lst &1"1d Gom• o .. n nom•• i .... tne u .... tted Stat••· 

''It is many of us, the Saudis who travel to the states and see 
tn• ~rime and dru;s, that are trying to keep nold of our 
conservative tradition•,' the businessman said. 

The physician had this advice for military planners• 
''If th• Saudis feel overwhelmed there will be ten•ion,•• he 

•aid. ··so while some contact is inevitable, it probably would be 
betd: kept to a minimum. • • 
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u.s. military forces in Saudi_ Arab~ a are under strict 
orders to avoid initiating C9mbat .In response to 
actions by Iraq that feU ~ rd ectue&l o~b4$. 0-1' 11ft 

unambiguous invasion of Saudi land or air spaoe, according 
to American military officials here. 

Some analysts have ex~ressed concern that, as Saddam 
Hussein's options diminish, the Iraqi leader might attempt to 
to ~trick' American or Saudi forces into shooting first. 
Unless ~ere were clear evideaoe that an attack by Iraq vas 
immjnent. such an action could significantly decrease 
internat1~nal politic~l support for the military and economic 
measures that have been put into place against Iraq. 

Threatening actions that could tem?t a preemptive res~onse 
by the u.s. might include Iraq's sanding warplanes streaking 

toward -- but not across - the Saudi border. • Another such 
actiQn might be Iraq's activating the r~dars on its long-range 
surface-to-surface missiles. 

The current rules of engagement for American forces have 
been carefully worked out with the Saudis to guard against either 
fO!"ce' launching an attacl: by accident or in response to a 
feint by Iraq. 

~te:laet week, an Ira4i reconnaissance planP crossed 
briefly into Saudi airspace, said one senior u.s. officer. 
Contrary to some press reports. hovaver. the pl~e vas not fired 
on by Saudi atr defenses, the officer said. "The rules of 
engagement are very e%Plicit" in requiring that Iraqi aggression 
or intrusions be unambiguous in order to trirrger Saudi or 
u.s. ~ilitary action, the officer explained. In the case last 
week it is believed that the plane may have strayed over Sa11di 
territory unintentionally. 

"We're very aware of the Vincennes syndrome,• s~id the 

officer, referring to a 1987 incident 1n which the u.s. Navy 
downed an Iranian passenger Jet in the Persian Gulf, 

Referring to the threat of Iraqi feints involving warplanes 
or surface-to-surface missiles in Kuwait or southern Iraq, 
another high:..ranking U.s. combat officer said: •we accept th~t 
that stuff is there. That means ve.face a certain amount of 
danger· But we have to be careful not to kee~ our finger too 
tightly on the tr1 gger. • 
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pls fax to pentagon p~blic affairs offic.. 

~nsolicit.G advicel ~ver, eve~ agr .. to trek thro~gh a 
piten-blaek d .. e~t with the united states army. 

Cfyir seott appl.white su~viv.G as w.11 and blv filed pool foto 
of this exercie.) 

POOL REPORT 18-1< 

SAUDI ARABIA _ The sergeant is halfway done with digging hia 
first foxhole on his first night in the Arabian desert when word 
comes to pull back. 

H. swing• his shovel in prote5t until the reason, transmitted by 
whisper, makes ita way down the linet the platoon is out of 
po•tUon. 

··w.•~ too far out in front of the rest of the company,'' says 
the .. rgeant. ''They could be fi~ing and killing us,•• 

The shovels are put away, ~u~ksacks quickly packed and the 
platoon within minutes makes a ahort retreat, guided to ita ~w 
ait• by a dim flou~-"'ent •ignal fla•hed by a •ister ·Platoon 

---..<¥er•' b"nde-d y•rd• ewey .. ~--- --·· - .. -. --· -----·--

Platoon 22 _the •seond platoon of the 8end Airbo~e Division's 
2nd Brigade _ diga in again. 

A few min~tes later, the company commander is explaining to a 
r.porter that th• platoon had taken position far enough out front 
to be hit by friendly mortar and machine gun fire. The captain 
isn't happy, but •nrugs it off, 

''He'• our newest platoon leader,'' he said. ''It's ;ood to get 
him out here to pra~tice.•• 

Friday night's exercises were JUSt that _practice_ on the 
first night the Saudi gove~n~nt allowed American troops to t~ain 
long aft•~ sundown. "oro such drills, including some JOint 
exercises with Saudi troopa, are planned. 

The first night de .. rt training, witnessed by two reporters and 
a photographer, demonstrated the formidable "'hallen;es Ame~ican 
fo~s would face in a desert war in the Middle East. And it 
provided Journaliata the fir•t chance to spend ewtended time with 
some young men who would help fight that war, a diverse group from 
throughout America _ some eaoer to fight, som• t•rrified by the 
proa~ct, but all untt.G in the hop .. the crisis will be r•aolved 
soon, either through combat or diplomacy. 

"W.'re h- •-ating be~auSfl our lives may depend on it," one 
private said as he carried a ~e-pound pa"'k through 95-degree 
evening heat. ''But it•• really not up to us. Our live• are in the 
politicians• hand•·'' 

The sun was JUSt begtnnint its descent when the three platoons 
~gan the ewe~ise, walking in a V-shaped ~ormation ~oughly three 
miles into the s .... in;ly endless Arabian d.aert, A• the sun dropoed 
off the horizon, a herd <??) of ~amels traipsed by the curious 
Alne~i~ans. 

The soldi•~•' paeka •~• awtra haavy bacausa of the n .. d to carry 
more water. During a break, a 20-year-old medic from Newburgh, 
N.v., lightens his load by takin; a few gulps, The infantrymen he 
is there to help drop into a "'ircular perimeter, their weapon• 
aimed •~rosa the darkening tarrain. 

''Finding the courage is tough_ it'• ..,.ary out here,•• says the 
meat.,.. ''But you've got to swallow that and go out and do it.•• 

Inside his bag a~ neeal .. with tha antidotes to certain 
ch .. ical weaDCn&l tha medic pray• they will not be needed. 

''We Just want to go back to the stat•• and be with our kid•,'' 
"• •avs. 



I'Cc:lne ot a c:tozen •olc:liei"'S int.,.viewlld undar tha •pa,.kling d••ert 
aky know. when th• trip home will be. Scm. aak •loud wh•ther thay 
will --~• it. Moat ho~ c:lipl~~Y #orc.a Iraq #rom Kuwaiti a few 
would ratn.,. take on the fore•• of Saddam Huaaein now. 

''If it would get u• home faater, then let'• go kiek him out of 
Kuwait,•• one private ••Y•• ''What we have no- ia hu...,..y up and 
wait. It' 11 #ruatl"at tng. • • 

It 111 so Clark that one ~an move around virtually unnotioed; ao 
quivt you ean hear whia~•· Much of the talk ta idla cnatter. 

''The aky ia Just like the aky back home,•• one aoldier aaya to 
h!.a aic:lekick in a two-man foxhole. ''9ut it Jullt ian•t the ••~ 
unl.,, I'm llitting out on my baek poreh,'' 111 th• ,....pon.e. 

Just a few yarda away, anoth•r wolc:lier tella a paaae,.byl ''My 
wife t• having our baby in five ..aka. I wish I could JUIIt say 
hello. • • 

A radioman with the meGic begina a aentence aaytng ''If Sac:lc:lam 
c:toean•t pull out of Kuwait •••• •• The medic eompletea the thought, 
•••,,,he1 ll be squishec:l like a gr•~·'' 

The 111en •~"• barely in their fo><hol .. wnen word .......,.. to head 
ba~k to their tranaport trucks, a nearly thr .. - mile walk in total 
Clarkneaa. 

Those in the. back of the line can ... the shadows of JU•t the 
few men ahead. In training, o"• .. ,.geant aay•, aoldi•ra have been 
kftOWn to •top, thinking a t,.ee aeveral feat ahead in tha Clarkn .. a 
is the man they are supposed to follow. 

''~h&l:. c"ts-¥...........:>£L..t:'IOOIII .tM fro.;>~,.'. I. h•·IO&Y•• ~'And i~-YOU-glllt 

cut off, you die.•• 
The ... a..,. no tr••• in th• Saudi des•rt, but the ;otn; is 

trea~h@rous in the dark ba~au•• of •hort, sharp •hrubs und•rfoot 
and s~all dunes that turn a walk to a stumble. 

During th• tr•k 1 most of the soldiers say they under•tanc:l they 
hav@ to be ~.~, and are ready to fight to d•f•nd th• Saueli 
kingdom. These a,.. the trooops _ airborne paratrooperos _ who ;ot 
here first, when th•y had little firepewer to baek them up. 

''When th•y ealled u• out, we thought we were ;oiftg to drop 
right into a war,•• the medie says. 

H•licopter• on night flights pa•• by in the distance, a reminder 
mueh moroe U.S. firoepow•r is in the rvgion now. 

As they watt, the 62nd Airoborne forcVII train about 12 hours a 
day. They have •om• complaints _ the laek of mail chief among thlllm 
_ but say morale is high and that they complain largely becauae 
there is little •l•e to do. 

''It'• Army troadition,•• one aergeant say• with a laugh, ''But 
we• re fine.' 1 

A ,..port~ k .. ps asking what it would be like to fight in th• 
de•ert. Th• •oldieros keep asking what it's like baek home. 

''Plea•• tell them w•'ll be back,'' a lieutenant saya. ''W• JUSt 
don't knew when.'' 

Jk 
( 
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Thi !li is a Defense De par tmen t pool !"epor t t B-2. Pl&ase fa!< 
to pentagon (693-bSSJl, written and filed by Jim Adams, 
Reuters.<eop) 

Saudi Arabian .foreign minister Saud Faieal fiaid Saturday 
his country want!!i a U.N. ll!ilitary bo)•t:ott: to force Iraq out of 
Kuwait, and then intarnaticmal cooperatiot1 to keep t raq out of 
Kuwait:.<eop) 

"They are considarl.ne militat'y action in the United 
Nations," thll!' foreign ftlinister said at a pl"ess conference, 
r·eferring to ~ Milt tary boycott ,·(eop) 

"The United·Natiom; now i• i,n com;;ult.lltiotl to eee •~hethel" 
t:o111e action more than the (preGI!ot'lt U.S.) boycott is req•ti.red," 
,,. •aid. "We wholehearted~)' eupport that act, ion. "<eop> 

S;;wdi officia~s said tha fONtingt'i ~t~iflistsr WIUI referring 
to informa~ disc;ussicms it> the Ut1ibad Nation& it1 the palllt weak 
on the world body joini"g the presE!'nt u.s. boycott agaitu;;t 
Iraq. They said a U.N. boycott wa!l the ne:.t: step beycmd the 
sanc:tto"s th@ U.N. has alread~' imposed again<Gt Ir·aq fpr 
invading at1d atme~dtlg Kuwait. <eop> 

The U.S. Navy inter•cept.ed twe~ iraqi coa11tal ve511ieln Friday 
und•r new orders to ehforce U.s. boyt:ott, U.S. Oefem;e 
Department official!! sBid. They •aid th• Il"aqi ships w•r• 
empty and so wel"e allowed to procead.<aop> 

Faisa~ a~so said inter-r>atiC:Hl&l defansa- cocoperation l!lhou:Ld 
continuil eve11 if the boycott succeed it1 driving Irl!<<; out of 
Kuwait:. <aop) ·-·· .. ··-

"Hopo.fully the "<ivJ inteu·•·;«t:ioi>i.l. o~dliH:· t.i,;i..-t-win-z,;-;,;;;. e>t 
this per ;od of tremendous ch.m.nga in the l.nt:er11ational 
con.,nunity will be based 01, int.ermat.icmal cooperation for 
legitmimata dafenso;, and oppo,.;it.iot1 t.Q aggres11ion," he said.<eop~ 

Tf•• Saudi Arabian for~tl.ngll minister• sal.d he saw no Wtl)/ ta 
end the confrontation wi t:h lrilq without mil! tar\' acticm unless 
Il"aq withdraws from Kuwait and rel!itClre!5 the leaders it outed 
thare.<eop:> 

"Un~llf91i thel!le two principles are acc:spted by Iraq, I do 
not sea any pro&p•ct of a dip~omamt.ic settlement," he said,(eol.) 
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Jeddah, Saudi Arabia - Oil Minister Hisham Na~er said 
Saturday that Saudi Arabia wi11 act or1 it,. own t.o boost oil 
production to help ~~take up fer lost Iraq and f(uwail e:<ports 
un1ess OPEC agrees to an immediate meeting.<eop> 

"We do not want to. take ur1ilat.eral. ac:tior·•," Na~~er sai.d. 
"But if" they ref"U!•e tCJ meet, they ~eave us no alternative. "<ecp> 

Saudi Arabia has ca11ed fer a iip&c:iii<l m .. eting cf" lhe 
13-member Organization of Petr~leum E><porting CoLmtries <OPEC) 
to consider st:&!ps to take following th"' Augt~st ;( invasion of 
l<uwait by Iraq which ,;;ent. oil marketto soaring. Iraq is opposed 
to the meetil1g.<eop) 

The S~udi oil minister, asked how soon his country would 
,.eve to it1crea!!e produc:tior1 i11 the absence of an OP!::C mesting, 
replilid "immadiately,"<acp> 

"We are begitHling to have a market that is literal1y 
det~tabili%ing," Na:ter said. <eop> 

"We do have a crit~is," he said. "Refut~ing simply to meet 
to discuss the cri~is, wo think, ls illogical.<eop> 

Saudi Arabia, the world's ~eading oil eNporter, would 
s•Jpport an increase t>y all OPEC mett1ber<0 in ord,.r t.o make up 
for the eht~r tage, Na~er sa i. d. <eop) 

He said that OPEC agreement last mor,th for• a 22.9 milliicor1 
barrels per da•r production cei.J.ing and a ~>rlc:s- of a21 a barrel 
by December 1 was not bed.ng met becausl!l of Iraq's i>1va~dt:>t1. 
International ecct>omic: "anctiot'>s havG b ... om impo!!led against 
Iraq, a11other major e~<pot·ter .<ecp> 

Saudi Ar·abia c:ould not make up the full four milli.ot> 
barrels per day shortfall in cr-ude oil el<por ts, Nazer said, 
only about 011e million barrals per day.<eop> 

Oil production could be incr"a"ed by Vene~uela a11d t.he 
United Arab Emirates by a11other one to two mil.li.cm barrels per 
day·, Nazer estimated. <eop) 

H. •aid that Third L.Jor·ld c:cunt:rles .. ere -..uffering the 
wor•st from lhe high&!r oil prices which have 11ow hit •ze t.c $29 
a barrel.<eop) 

"If OPEC is not going to consider these things, then, of 
c:ourse, th011y leave it to memb .. r c:ountri•s to defend .their own 
interests and that includes, of eoursG~, their decision to mak" 
up for the shortages," Na:ter "aid.<eop> 

"We will not let lhe countries of th .. Third World go down 
the drain," he said.<ecl> 
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Jeddah, Saudi Arabia - There is a qrowing consensus among saudi 
Arabian leaders that military action ultimately is the only thinq 
that will force Iraqi President Saddam Hussein out of Kuwait. 

The Saudis have drawn their own line in the sand, saying offi
cially that they will be satisfied with nothing less than the 
withdrawal of Iraq's troops, restoration of the pre-invasion KU
waiti government and international protection to stop Hussein 
from ever invading a neighbor again. 

But they are pessimistic, believing that cannot happen through 
diplomatic efforts alone, and probably not even as a result of 
international economic pressure. The United Nations already has 
imposed economic sanctions that amount to an international embar
go on trade with Iraq and occupied Kuwait. 

A high-ranking Saudi official, in a background briefing here 
Saturday, said Saddam's Iraq would have to suffer military as 
well as economic blows before it could be forced out of Kuwait. 

Referring to the Iraqi occupation forces, the official said: 
11We believe for it to be forced to withdraw, it will have to 

take specific blows to its presence there. 11 

He was one of three saudi officials who spoke here to members 
of the Pentaqon press pool ana other journalists who have recent
ly arrived in the country. Though the Saudis kept the American 
press out of the country when American troops started arriving 
here, they allowed the pool in Monday, and in recent days have 
been qranting visas to others, including network crews from ABC, 
CBS and NBC. 

The other Saudi officials who talked with the reporters Satur
day were the foreign minister, Prince Saud Al Faisal, and the 
minister for petroleum and •inerals, Hisham Nazer. 

The unidentified Saudi official and other Saudis are not clear 
about exactly what form the blows against Saddam would have to 
take. some suggestions have been the assassination or overthrow 
of Sadda•, the development of an effective resistance within Ku• 
wait or an economic squeeze so tiqht that Saddam would fire the 
first shot, brinqinq military retaliation. 

If that happened, American troops would likely be in the thick 
of it. The saudi official said that American troops were posi
tioned in the north of saudi Arabia, "in areas where there is a 
potential conflict. 11 

The official said there also were Saudi, Syrian and Egyptian 
troops in those same areas. He would not identify the location. 
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Durinq the last several days, Saudi Arabian officials and lead
ers-members ot the power structure of the country-have told re
porters here repeatedly that only military force would push 
Saddam out of Kuwait, and that he had to be taught a lesson for 
the future. 

They also privataly believe that Saddam•s army is not as good 
as it's been represented to be, saying they think it will start 
to crumble if tested against the combined forces of the United 
States and other countries tlat have sent troops here. 

However, the saudi official who spoke here Saturday said the 
Iraqi army was formidable and should not be underestimated. More
over, he and everyone else believes that Saddam is an unpredict
able tickinq bomb. 

Although some saudi businessmen have winked and said there were 
profits to be made as Saudi Arabia moves to war tooting - air 
conditioners to be sold and buildings to be built for troops and 
refugees, among other things - they say the situation overall is 
an economic disaster. 

Mostly, the Saudis would just like to have the whole thing go 
away, without anybody getting hurt, so they can go back to what 
they see as their self-appointed role as the moderating force in 
the Middle East, doling out precious oil to the world in a pre
dictable and economically comfortable way. 

11We d.on't want a oat to be hurt, much less a lot of people," 
said Prince Abdullah bin Faisal, a member of the royal family. 

But the Saud.is know that's wishful thinking at this point. They 
were scared badly by Saddam's invasion of Kuwait, and especially 
his movement of troops toward the Saudi border riqht after taking 
over Kuwait. He pulled the divisions back, but the Saudis still 
have nightmares about his army marching through their country. 

The fear qrows less each day as the American military buildup 
here continues. The Saudi official said the us troops here, along 
with the popular support in the United States for President 
Bush's decision to send them, had been a tremendous morale boost
er for Saudi Arabians. 

He also said Saudis were willing to make sacrifices to boot 
Saddam out of KUwait, including chemical warfare hits on unpro
tected Saudi soldiers and civilians. 

Moreover, he said that Saudi Arabia would be willing to sacri
tice its people held captive in Kuwait and Iran, saying the Sau
dis did not regard a soldier's life as less precious than a 
civilian's. 

"We are willinq to pay any price to end this conflict," he 
said. 

For Americans, the question is what price they will be willing 
to pay if, as many Saudis believe, the shooting starts. 
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WITH THE TROOPS 

Saudi Araoia -- The young sergeant is lying prone in the 
sand, the butt of his M-16 rifle tucked against his shoulder. 

8/18/90 

It is l:;.te afternoon in the Saudi Ar~bian desert. The ser:e~:~nt's 

squad is mannine, a defensive line while several officers scout 

the top of a nearby hill. The officers are selecting sites where 
the company should dig in with a.n ti-tank: weapons that will turn 
the roa.d below into a deadly shooting gallery if M: Iraqi 
tank column attempts to pass aJ.one, it. 

The company of about 250 sol1iers from the 82d Airborne's 
2d Infantry Brigade is in its third day of training in the heat 

of the Arabian penina.ula. The men arrived late last week believing 
they would go into battle immediately. Now it is hard to adjust 

to the emerging stalemate as American troops pile into the 
country and the Iraqi army tucks into defensive positions. 

The sergeant turns to a renorter sitting beside 

\1\WI.• "A lot of my men feel like we're wasting time." he says. 
"That's the basic consensus: let's get the show on the road or 

get out of here. You know, we thoueht the 82 Airborne was coming 

over to s~ve Kuwait. And here we :.tre -- .just sitting.'' 
Increasine the nervousness of the troo~s is the d~nger of a 

terrorist attack on their barracks 1 where sec•ui ty now is 
extraordinarily tight. ~It's hard to keen your guard U? ~hundred 

percent of the time, the sergeant 
a pawn in a poli t1 C8l chess game. 

says. n!'d hate to be here as 
Which we are." 

The sun is t'lrning red as it anproaches the horizon. A cooling 
breeze begins to blow across the desert, making the harsh 
terrain suddenly s~em soft and welcoming. A hundred yards away, 

a herd of camels shuffles by. urged on by their Bedouin master. 
The man gruffly shakes his stick at an American photographer who 

takes his ~icture. 
As it gets dark. the company reassembles and sets off for its 

first nighttime march. It heads f,:Jr the road, about tw and a 
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"We would not attack larq~ qroups of Iraqis; but if we saw ~ 
two or three together, we would shoot them," he added •. 

In the first week after the invasion, the troops patrolling 
the capital were "relaxed" and undbeiplined, Nasser said. 

The soldiers who carried out the initial attack--Iraq's 
elite Republican Guards•-were withdrawn soon after the invasion 
and relpaceci by ordinary troops, many ot whom had been told by 
their commanders that they were qoing to Kuwait to safequard 
it from an American invasion, Nasser said. 

11They did not expect us to attack them, so they were easy 
targets. These were also the soldiers who did the terrible 
things, the ones who raped our women," he said, 

"They looted everything," another Kuwaiti said. "They 
made motorists stop in the street and give them their cars. 
They even stopped people on the.street to take the watches off 
their wrists." 

Another witness said he saw some Iraqi soldiers shoot the 
plate glass out of the window of a Mercedes aenz dealership and 
drive off with the cars. "They took all the new American and 
European ears back to Baghdad," he said. 

As the behavior of the occupiers became worse, the 
resistance grew bolder, Nasser said. 

He asked that his group's method of operations and the area 
in which it fought not be disclosed in detail because his cell 
was still believed to be active. 

However, he said that, on the third day following the 
invasion, he and his friends chased two Iraqi soldiers into a 
restaurant, where they shot one and captured the other, 

11They tried to hide in a big refrigerator in the back of 
the restaurant. One resisted and we killed him. The other one 
surrendered, 11 Nasser said, adding that the resistance was 
holding "about 150 Iraqis as prisoners" by the time he 
left Kuwait last week. 

Using gasoline bombs made from bottles with dates pressed 
into the necks to hold the wicks in place, the group also 
disabled an Iraqi tank one niqht. 

"The Iraqis would stand outside their tanks. We would sneak 
up and shoot the men outside the tanks, then open the hatch and 
drop the bomb inside," Nasser said. 

He claimed that a number of tanks were disabled in this 
manner. 

The resistance is still largely uncoordinated, 0 but we are 
getting more organized and better disciplined every day,n 
Nasser said. 

"Many are involved, soldiers who have taken off their 
uniforms, doctors, women who treat our wounded ••• everyone 
contributes in their own way,n 

Anazy, the football coach who escaped on Thursday, added 
that most Kuwaitis are still refusing to return to work. 

11To work for them :means we accept them and this we do not 
wish to do,n he said. 

Most of the refugees in Saudi Arabia --from the wealthy ones 
who sag morosely in the leather sofas of air conditioned hotel 
lobbies to the poorer ones sitting on blankets spread over the 
concrete floors of vacant school buildings--say they 
haven't qiven up hope of returning to Kuwait one day. 

But even Nasser concedes there is little hope of that 
happeninq without outside support. "Now we are countinq on the 
other Arabs, and on Bush and Thatcher, to help us,n he said. 

11We have discovered our will to resist," said another 
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SAUDI ARABIA - There are American warplanes flying overhead 
but thece are no hippies, no punks and no anti-war protesters on 
a major colle9e campus here. 
Yet atudents and professors at the Xing Fahd university of 
Petroleum & Minerals talk of little these days beaides the Iraqi 
invasion of xuwait and the threat to Saudi Arabia. 
Some people worry about the American soldiers arriving every day, 
but others say that if the choice is between American tanks and 
Iraqi tanks, they'd choose American. 
•we are Muslims. We don't need Americans to help us. If the 
Americans come here, they might not leave for. 20 years," said 
Sultan al-Dhaher, a Saudi student from a town near the border 
with Iraq. 
"The Holy Koran says that Christians don't always want to help 
you1 they want to trick you,• said Dhaher. "The real reason the 
Americans are here is not to help us but for oil. 
"When we fight, we do not fight for land or air," said Dhaher, an 
intense 20-year-old with dark eyes and a wispy beard. "We Ught 
for Islam. we are like the mujahadin in Afghanistan who rely not 
on the force of arms but on the force of God. 
"Iraq surprised us, and the American Navy got here fast,• Dhaher 
said, "aut now the forces of Egypt and other Arab countries are 
coming, and the Americans will be able to go." 
"They muat go," added another student, a 20-year-old from near 
Dhahran, "If Iraq, only one country, can raise an army of one 
million men, imagine what all the Islamic countries could do,• 
The students demanded to know why the United States continues to 
support Iarael, and said the Arab world will be torn if Iraq's 
Saddam Hussein manages to turn his fight for survival into a 
fight againat Ierael. 
"All Muslims want to fight Iarael," said Ohaher. 
As they spoke, a giant C-5 transport plane lumbered noisily 
overhead, so full of equipment that it seemed to be standing 
still. 
"That's another problem with the Americans," one of the students 
said, pointing up at the plane. "Noise pollution." 
The students insisted they support their king and seemed 
surprised when asked if there were any campus political 
o rc;anizations. 
"Why would we need an organization?" asked a 20-year-old from 
Medina. "If the king said the Americans should come, of course I 
agree with him, but it should be temporary." 
Another student said simply, "We want to solve our own problema.• 

- (V\UY<.-
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The students, among the 5,000 attending one of the moat 
prestigious technical universities in the Middle last, were 
dressed identically in white robea and headdresses. 
Only the foreign students, not the Saudis, wore blue jeans. No 
one had long hair, a Walkman, an earring, shorts or sneakera. 
At the center of the immaculate campus, with stone buildings that 
seemed to rise out of the desert, was a large pond with a 
fountain and ducks, surrounded by thick date palms and 
bouqanvillea (spell). The simple mosque with marble walls had a 
computer printout showing the five daily prayers. 
•saudi students tend to be more reserved than Americans,n aaid 
Mohammed Mulla, director of the Academic Development Center, "and 
they probably are more aware of global issues than Americana. 
"At the freshman and sophomore level, saudi students are just as 
sophomoric as American students," Mulls said. 
Right now, they are keenly aware of the Iraqi troops that have 
occupied Ruwait only 200 miles north. Students and faculty ware 
so upset after the Aug. 2 invasion that summer school is ending 
early. 
"The students know and I know that Saddam Hussein could have been 
here last week," said professor Mulla. "And knowing him, he 
wouldn't have had any qualms about killing all of us." 
Sipping sweet tea flavored with mint !rom his garden, Mulla aaid, 
"Nothing in my life has affected ~e more than this, nothing hac 
ever dierupted my life more. 
"Every country wants to be able to defend itself," Mulla aaid, 
"Eiut it was the Americans or Saddam Hussein." 
end 
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There are two elephente loose in the streeEe of Kuwait 

City this week: Saddam Hussein's ar~y and a re~l ale~hant~ 
released fro'!! the aft&ti., zoo by Iraqi troops. 

"A.friend of mjne rlrove into Kuw~it end back today," said 
a Nasir. 11. Kuwaiti refugee in Saudi Arabia• "He l'lll saw an 
ele~han~n the streets. The Iraqis raided the zoo and let all 
the animal? out of the cag~s." 

Nasir. a wealthy buaine~s~an now being ?Ut up by the n~ 
government at a luwury h9tel. said that Iraqi troops have ~so 
looted the central)' bank, commercial bank. polilbe stations. 
and gold shops of his country. Soldiers have also stolen 
luxury ~ars from KU1·'ai ti dealerehi ps o.nd driven them back to 
tw Iraq, accordinr; to reports reaching !lasir by telephone and 
from Kuw!!.i tis e treaming aoroes the border i 11 recent days. 

Interm~.tional telephone calls in and out of Kul(·>.it have 
not been possible since shortly after the Iraqi inv~.sion. :lowev"r t 
Nasir and som~ther Kuwaitis were able for several days after 
that to communicate with their friends by driving near the 
border between Saudi Arabia and. Ku\(~.1 t and. dle.llin,s on their 
oar telephone~ -- a lo~al call from that distance. In the 
past few days, ;,.o\•e•er, this :net~,od of co1llm!llunioation hns also 
been out off -- possibly bec~ause of electronic interference from 
military radars s i~ the area. 

~!onethe•lesa, it is still poeaiA11e for i<uwai tie to drive in 
and out of the country with relative ease• Nasir said that his 
younger brother had returned to the country to join the resieta~oe 
to the IraCi inv::;.sion. Ku\~a.i tdle here do mot believe the resistance 
poses a military threat to Saddam but consider it to be ioportant 
for symbolic rea3ons. 

Nasir and another wealthy Kuw~iti, Farid, said that the Iraqis 
had also released patients from the hos~itals and psychi~~c wards. 
ltiBiulnx "These euys Ol!"lnot take care of themeil vee." s111d Nasir. 

Fa.rid not.ed that Iraqi families had been r.10'linr, into abandoned 
hoasee in Kuwait. 11!t ie a policy maybe of repl~cinr, peonle. •• 
he add. "They want to aff:Jct the compoei tion of l Kuw:11 t 1 s 
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inhabitants." 

But the exiles add they did not beli;;ve that any atteTpt to 

install nK pro-Iraqi admi:listra.tion in !{u<rai t -- nerheps as part 

of a n~gotiated settlement -- would auoceed. nThe Kuwaitis will 

reject an~·v'<lrnml'mt Saddam will create for them. 11 Farid s4id. 

The pair also confirmed re~orts from diplo~atio sources 

here that there has been looting by Palestinian residents of 

Kuwait. S0me 300,000 Palestinians live in the country. 

Thev !!.lEO confirmed diplmmate' renorte that Kuwaiti women 

have not been subject to mistreatment by Ir'11ii troops. There have 

been many news accounts concerninr rape and mistreatm~nt of 

Pilijp1no u and ather f.:lrdgn '-iO~en. 
The spotty nature of corn::;unic"tions ·ri t\l<u1rait R.nd IrA.q 

itself has &aamxma resulted in a lively exoh~np,e of r~moro. 

Among the most wide-snr•at in Saudi Arabia at the mo~~nt in th~t 

Sadd~m Hussein recently took a oeoond wife -- a younger woman 
and that several days ago he killed his first wife, to whom 

he has bee·.,• married for many years. 

A iiM similar phenomenon has o~rred .tmxmamxm.mtmlmxm%mtm&mJ 
amons U.s. troops. who/ sa;; they are reoeiv1ng li ttht information 

ab;Jut evenl; e in the region. Soldiers ct t a mili hry base in 

Saudi Arabia said tod11y. for exrple. that they had hurd 

ru!'!lors that George Bush had g1 ven Sadda.'ll Hu·,eein "'· 36·hour 

deadline to wi thdnw from Kuwait. l Another r.unor h<J.d 

Iraqi tb roes inva•i:l.ng Saudi ARA!liA EARLY This e~orning. The 

soldiers said they did not believe either ~lmor but were starved 

for news. 

- 0 -
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saudi Arabia-Even Americans familiar with military operations 
miqht have trouble qraspinq the vast scope of the war prepara
tions here. 

They range from platoons of soldiers dug into the desert sand 
to giant container ships unloading tanks, from highway columns of 
troops in double-decker buses to air crews flying reconnaissance 
missions high in the sky, watching for Iraqi warplanes. 

The American deployment of troops, weapons, equipment and sup
plies is spread over a vast area of the desert, some of it touch
ing the turquoise waters of the Persian Gulf-or as it is called 
here, the Arabian Gulf. 

It is bigger than anythinq the United States ever cranked up at 
one time during the Vietnam War, accordinq to command officers 
who served in Vietnam. 

Under an arrangement with the US Defense Department, members of 
the press pool covering Operation Desert Shield here have agreed 
not to disclose information that would compromise security. That 
includes numbers of troops and even the general location of the 
buildup. That's why stories have not carried the datelines of 
saudi Arabian cities or military installations. 

The pool members also have agreed not to identify the military 
men and women they interview, except for those with command re
sponsibilities. There is concern that their families might be 
targets of attacks by terrorists sympathetic to Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein. 

Thouqh such attacks have been virtually nonexistent in the con
tinental United States, military families live all over the 
world. Besides, nobody wants to take any chances. 

The press pool reporters, photographers and camera crews, with 
the help of their military escorts and Saudi government officials 
here, have ranged over a vast area of Saudi Arabia, a country as 
big as the part of the US east of the Mississippi River. 

They have talked with Marines resting in arena-sized warehouses 
at a sprawling Persian Gulf port, flown off to interview American 
and Saudi crews of AWACS aerial reconnaissace planes at an air 
base, roared across the desert in helicopters, trudged through 
the sand to visit with young Airborne soldiers camped in the 
open, pluqged their ears as Saudi and American pilots scrambled 
howling F-15 fighters from giant bunkers built into the sand, and 
watched sweating nurses and doctors erect a fully-equipped field 
hospital in the unrelenting heat of the desert sun. 



- 2 -

Everywhere the American military machine has touched down, 
there are what appear to the untrained eye to be highly organized 
operations. There are, however, still infuriating instances when 
the old military snafu of "hurry up and wait" surfaces. 

At one point, for example, the pool missed a chance to see sol
diers in a remote forward location because their helicopter pi
lots could not get a clearance to take off. 

Mostly, there is a high degree of discipline. Crews methodical
ly refuel the endless parade of cargo planes-the giant C-5 and 
smaller C-141--whose ta~eoffs and landings have become part of 
the round-the-cloc~ routine. 

Marines unpack wrenches from plastic bags, charge batteries and 
crank up the 750-horsepower, 12-cylinder diesel engines on wicked 
M-60 tanks. The tanks, scores of them, are lined up on vast con
crete parking lots, alonq with weapons-carrying "humvees"-the 
modern Jeep. 

For the American military men and women here, there are enor
mous differences in the conditions of combat duty-from the opu
lent haves to the gritty have-nots. 

Here, as one waq put it, the great god is freon-worshipped as 
the lifeblood of air conditioning, the thing that everyone wants 
but not everyone can have. 

MUch depends on the nature of the job. AWACS crews work long 
hours, but they do their duties in air-conditioned comfort. And 
some of them live in cool Saudi motels with swimming pools. 

Marine guards on ships are billeted in the air-conditioned 
crews' quarters, while their comrades sleep in the heat and hu
midity on ground pads laid on concrete. 

In the worst conditions of all are the soldiers sprawled out in 
the desert, with meager or no shade, sleeping on the ground, in 
tents and around tanks. 

The food varies, too. Some Airborne troops were fed Hardaes 
beef sandwiches and french fries in the field for a couple of 
days, then had their chow degenerate into a diet of bread, water 
and veqetables or fruit. 

Many troops get only plastic-wrapped field rations called 
MREs, for meals, ready-to-eat. 

Asked about the troops' food situation at a news conference, 
Lt. Gen. Charles Horner, the forward commander of the Desert 
Shield forces here, said it was obvious there would be "different 
levels of comfort" in different places. 

•certainly the folks that are up there in the desert • . 
their level of comfort is going to be somewhat less than some of 
the people working in the command centers back in here," he said. 

"I just had lunch and it was delicious. In fact, it was danger
ously delicious for a man my age." 
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Horner said the troops had their MREs, though he said they 
sometimes would just as soon have a Hardee's hamburger. 

"So they have the government-issue meal and many times they opt 
to buy their meals, and that's their privilege," he said. 

However, very few troops-and certainly none of those out in the 
desert-have had any opportunity to drop by any saudi fast-food 
outlet for a burger and fries. 

Still, there appear to be few morale problems, although even 
the lowest-ranking troops here are acutely aware that it could 
soon become a problem. 

"It will be very difficult if the morale starts going down," a 
young Marine said. "They want to go home and then we start going 
real slow, We need some action. I wish we'd go ahead and do it. 
We need to do somehin<;~-either leave or get rid or him." 

He was referring to Hussein, the enemy. 
-30-
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SOMF.L.IHEF!E IN SAUDI ARABIA U.S. Marinas lamcJed ht1'rlil (111!!> 
w•• , ready to fi;ht if Iraq invades and ~apabl• of inva~:ng 
1\uw it or Iraq ii'' tEmslon!l wor'll.,ned d.l1d Praosidet~t Bu"h gsvtl 
tha order, an adodr:al aaid Friday. 

"They will lb .. ) in defensive pcaitione to try to dater, 
f!r t of all, an attack from the North and should that 
dat rrenc:e fail, obviCiu1!1ly, tCI try tCI dafet1d as far forward a!l 
t;he can," Rsar Adm. Sblove Clarey told r01porters. 

t.ll>•t> asked if the Marin•• also had thlll c:apabilit·; tQ 
itw d• Kuwait or even Ira~:~, he said they c:culd if so cwdet·•d· 

"We c:artainly hava as11ault capability" h• 11aid. "••• Thil!l 
is mechani::;l!d ~;apabilit;' with tanks, armoured vehic;let~, 

lig t armcur@d vehicles. 
"They have that mobility and t.hay have that firepower tc 

90 nywh•r• t.bey're told to go," he "Jlid. 
The admiral, a commander of U.S. ~mphibious naval force&, 

mad rJu• co111menbs to a pool of Amarican reporters and 
pho ographers organi:ed by the Ded'ense Department 

President eu .. h has said the mi•sicm of U.S. forces in 
Sau i Arabia is only to dater Qr dafirnd il!ilainst an Irat:~i 
at t c;;k at1d th:a t there i 111 no plan for them to invad11. An 
int rrtational boycott rathar than '"llitary aetion i• being 
u•e to try to force Iraq ~o ;et out of Kuwait after invading 
and atme:dr19 that country. 

The ~Iarin•• thamtaelvalll said they war& rttady to fight:. 
"tf the Iraqis decide ~.o agrea11, its a suicide miss1on 

for themaelve,," a 2!5-year-old lance corpor·al from Loflg 
.,.,,. h,CaliL, 15aid. "They'ra going teo lo••· 

""•'ll take casualties, of ccuree," he !laid. "Sut there 
wil be t>othlns left o+' the Iraqis.'' 

A Somollauk, Ill., lam::e c;grpcral said ha wculd rath11r 
fig! t than dig i11 for "'"'"ks or n11onth .. in dai'ftneiva po<oiti.on•. 

"I'd rather ;o (figl>t) and then get lhe hell out," he~ 

!J(iii lt • 

A 4:::·-~·ear-old +'lrst serg.,ant fr<:m Mobil" Ala., said at 
le• t t.""e> Mar111es t1earin; the and e>f' thair ti&rvic:e t:m" ,. .. -
"'"1 •tad when thay 1.-ar••ed their unit was gcit'!il to Saudi 
Ara ia. 

11 Vou train, train, train, 11 !:~said. ''It's nc~ G\tery day 
yot,; at to de Ul• ... ~.ral thtn'g, 'liO i:.h .. .-e guye t~~.re l'tu.Jtivated5 11 

The Marit1es · landil'!g this waek wato 1101: at~ything lika the 
amp! il1iou11 a11saultlil familiar in World War Two 11awaraaols. 

It"'""' tha Marines' first"'"""' actual potltnt.i:o.l o::o:>mbat 
of he new Rapid Oaplcymant Force COI'Ic:ept in Nhic:h the Marines 

FlC!wt> to Saudi Arabia at the mam .. time ship'!! per.,.,,.,.,.,tly 
d with all thair c:oMbat coquipment arrivsd to join up with 

Three 755-focot-long cargo ship• arrivad with tanka, 
arm •d truc:k!l, TOW antitank misBile!l, ammuniticm, fo.:>d, field 
kit '"""• 11 Fi•ld he>spital at'd al.l the oth•r &quip•u~tr~t a 
M11r ,., ••~•diticmory fe>rc:e of 16,000 mat1 n•O>dll. Tt'• admiral 
did ot •~ty .,ow Many Mari,,•• are in Saudi Arabia, hc;;u .... av•,.., and 
ttl• oo:t of l'&pol'ters w11ra op•ratu'ld utldllr ••curi ty ~ulaa that 
prof tbit reporting whar• U.S. Ut1its ar~ it> Saudi Arabia, how 
lar they are or tha ., .. ,.. .... of •my military pee>ple Clther than 
4;0M ndli!lr'S. 

" 
"We're makini hilltc,.y here tcday," Ad~iral Clarey said. 
t' a a l"apid buildup in about 111ight dll>'•· It' a th .. fit"st 

tiM in hiwtory we'v• donr; this. 11 
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SAUDI ARABIA -- Iraqi occupation forces in Kuwait have 
imposed a curfew, closed mosques and sealed the border with 
Saudi Arabia in response to continuing hit-and-run attacks by 
Kuwaiti resistance cells, according to refugees arrivin~ here. 

The resistance is still relatively small and uncoordlnated, 
but "it is growing as we become more organized," said a 
Kuwaiti shopkeeper, who fought with the underground for nearly 

-two weeks before the location of his cell was discovered and 
surrounded by Iraqi tanks. 

The shopkeeper, an army reservist who asked to be identified 
only as Nasser, his first name, said resistance members were 
holding more than 150 Iraqi soldiers prisoner. 

They were captured, he said, in night-time raids on Iraqi 
patrols in residential areas of the Kuwaiti capital. 

Another refugee, a high school soccer coach who fled on 
Thursday, said Kuwaitis knew the resistance was continuing 
because scattered shooting could still be heard throughout the 
city at night. 

Abdullah al Anazy, 37, said the Iraqis on Wednesday also 
imposed an 8 p.m.-7 a.m. curfew because "young Kuwaitis are 
shooting at their soldiers in the dark." 

No formal curfew had been in effect before Wednesday, Anazy 
said, adding that it was but one of several security measures 
the Iraqis have taken this week to deal with the still small 
but apparently growing underground resistance. 

"They also closed the mosques whose ulemas (prayer leaders) 
were denouncing the Iraqis and speaking out against the 
invasion," Anazy said. 

"It is the young people," he added. "They are the ones 
who are taking up arms and fighting ••• but only at night." 

other newly arrived refugees also confirmed reports by Saudi 
sources that the Iraqis have closed the border to Kuwaitis 
trying to enter Saudi Arabia. Until a few days ago, the Iraqis 
were barring foreigners from leaving but were allowing--even 
encouraging--Kuwaitis to go. 

Saudi officials said more than 100,000 Kuwaitis were now in 
the Kingdom, but that the flor of refugees abruptly slowed to a 
trickle a few days ago. 

Anazy and another refugee who arrived in Saudi Arabia after 
the border was closed said they escaped by crossing the desert 
at a remote spot far from the frontier post where they had been 
turned back by Iraqi soldiers. 

The refugees, interviewed at a school, a hotel and other 
locations where they have been given temporary shelter by the 
Saudi qovernment, gave similar accounts 
of the Auq, 2 invasion, which appeared to have taken their tiny 
country and its unprepared defense forces by complete surprise, 

''We never thought they would do this to us," said Nasser 
El Asmi, a 32-year-old worker with the Kuwait Oil Co. "We 
thought 'how could they do this to us, a neighbor and fellow 
Muslim country?' But Saddam Hussein is a bad man. we never 
had a chance." 

Stunned into submission by the overwhelming size of the 
invasion force, the Kuwaitis offered only scattered resistance 
for the first day. -

"We woke up in the morninq and found Iraqis everywhere," 
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said Asmi. , ' , · , ,, ~ 

!ven though Iraqi troops had been massing on their borders, 
Kuwaiti leaders apparently chose to believe Hussein's 
assurances, delivered to other Arab 9overnments, that he would 
not invade Kuwait. 

As a result, the Kuwaiti National Guard was not on alert and 
its main 9arrison in the capital was nearly deserted on the 
morninq of the invasion because most of its men had been qiven 
the Thursday-Friday weekend off, according to one of the 
defenders who escaped. 

"Normally, there are about 2,000 soldiers stationed at the 
garrison, but there were only about 120 on duty on the morninq 
of the invasion," when the Iraqis surrounded the garrison with 
tanks, said Cpl. Melfi al Asmi, 34. 

11 We resisted all day, from seven in the morning until seven 
at niqht, but they were firing at us from all sides," he said. 

Asmi, who is Nasser al Asmi's cousin, said about half the 
defenders were killed or wounded before the rest chose flee, 
11'l'here was no officer there to make decisions. The 
hiqhest-ranking soldier was a sergeant. We did the best we 
could, but at last we realized we would all be killed if we 
stayed,q he said. 

Nasser's garrison apparently held out longer than the 
defenders at other installations in the city aid. 

In the first eyewitness account of the storming of the 
emir's palace in Kuwait, Mansour al Mohanny, 32, said that it 
fell to a :force of "about 10 Iraqi 
commandos who cama over tha back wall" at about 12:30 p.m., 
more than 10 hours after the initial invasion. 

"They came over the vall firinq rockets and machinequns," 
Mohanny, a clerk at the palace said. 

He said the palace guards killed 15 of the Iraqis before 
being overwhelmed. 

Mohanny, who escaped after the Iraqis entered the palace to 
hunt down the remaining guards, said that the emir of Kuwait, 
Sheik Jaber al Ahmad al Sabah, was not at there at the time of 
the attack. He said he knew how the emir had escaped, but was 
not at liberty to divulge it. 

The Kuwaitis interviewed all said the invasion appeared to 
have been very well planned. 11 They bombed the runways so our 
jet fiqhters could not take off and they cut the communications 
right away," leaving National Guard bases throughout the 
country isolated from one another, Cpl. Asmi said. 

"The Iraqis had very good intelligence. They knew where 
everything was. They even knew where the foreigners lived," 
added Nasser, the shopkeeper and army reservist. 

While the tbrouqhness of their intelligence suqgests that 
the Iraqis may have 
been planning the invasion for some time, every Kuwaiti 
interviewed over the past several days--from senior government 
officials to ordinary citizens--professed shock and profound 
disbelief at what had happened. 

"I don't know why we were so complacent, so foolish," 
another refugee, who asked not to be identified, said bitterly, 
"As Muslims, I quess we never thought our brothers could do 
such a thing to us. 11 

As the initial shock began to wear off, some Kuwaitis using 
arms taken from police stations--and from the Iraqi soldiers 
they later killed--went underground 
and began ambushing Iraqi patrols at night, Nasser said. 
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KUwaiti. "l::nit ill one we cannot do. it. Alone, against the. Iraqis 
we. are like a l!IOsquito stinging an ox." 
endit · 
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Defenae Secretary Dick Cheney aaid here Sunday that 
American varahi~a were atill 1hadoving Iraqi tanker• they 
fired warning ahotl at aaturday, but refused to aay whether 
the navy would sink thGIII if they continued to refuse to •top. 

The American varahipa fired warning shots at one of two 
tankers sailing out of the Peraian gulf. 

•t wouldn't want to apeculate,• Cheney said when aeked if 
the U.S. varshipa would sink Iraqi ahipa if necessary to atop tb-. 

•t wouldn't want to apeculate on what happens next,• he 
said when asked what atepa the navy might take if the ahipa 
refused to atop. 

•we obviously are prepared to see to it that the sanctions 
that the United Rations voted and the action that the 
legitimate government of Kuwait asked us to take are carried 
out,• Cheney said. 

The American warships reportedly have been ordered to use 
minimum force such as shooting out the rudders to stop the 
shipl if necessary. 

Cheney also said there were no plana nov to aend 
additional u.s. forcea beyond thoae originally planned for 
deployment in Saudi Arabia. He said the deployment was on 
schedule. 

The Defense Secretary and u.s. military commander• have 
refused to give the size of the military effort here, though 
commanders have said it is bigger than any single deployment 
in the Vietnam War. 

"Should (Iraqi president) Saddam Hussein be foolish enough 
to launch an attack on Saudi Ara.IJJ.l• TPwould be able to do a 
very effective job of making him pay us a bit of a price for 
that,• Cheney said. 

"Obviously t' 11 be more comfortable once we've got 1110re 
force1 in country,• he aaid. 

When asked whether u.s. or Saudi generals were in charge 
of the combined force1, Cheney aaid the United States waa in 
charge of its own troops and vas cooperating with the Saudis. 
Thera also are Egyptians, Moracans, and Syrian troops here 
with others scheduled to arrive from Pakiltan. 

"The arrangement that•• worked out is consistent with our 
constitutional principles (that u.s. force• are under the 
eomand of president Bush and hie generals} and it's consistent 
as well with their (Saudi) requirement for aovereiqnty,• be 
said. 

The Defenae secretary spendl ••veral hours touring a Saudi 
air base hera. Under a blazing desert sun, he 1topped by an 
Apache attack helicopter, visited a mobile command 
headquarters that supervises the airlift operation• here, and 
talked with some of the troopa. 

Por one 23-year-old 82nd airborne private, a member of a 
weapons loading team for the Apache helicopters, it waa a deja 
vu. 

•t met him in Panama, • the IOldier from Western Port, 
Md., said. "The 82nd i1 first in for everything.• 

A capitan in the group from OVerland Park, Kan., laid, "He 
told ua lots of stuff is coming.• 

A8 Cheney walked around, followed by a herd of television 
crews, renortera and photopherr, four F-15 jet fighter plans 

roared off the runway, banked 1harply and climbed into the 
lky. 
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. .~~{··~ .. ;{.r-~:~-i'~~i-~.,1· :t<.~ . . . 
--pI u rt I ay to t gnd u k and to p .ntag on hr P~1J:: d.l_,~t.r;L~Yhi on·· 
8y MICHAEL ROSS, Lot Angeles Tins ·· ·>f~,}-•. :;r:;if<'.'.'i;l(:'!"r 
_S~UDI AFlA~IA_As prospech lo_r a diplorntic u:lut,i)'~~:V)j,ll(,GIIll'·.< 

crrsrt dl1111nrsll, a grrm consensus is emtrsing urons··saudJ····otf'!cla·lt 
that ~ar wit~ l~lQ lillY~~ Uni.VO~dablt,. _:'-·;.' .. :·f::;lt~.:;:;)~~._;. >. 

ThiS convrctron, uprtlled .with srowrng rttolvt by Saildh':'offlclals 
ov•r the put week, in turn reflects a now wi dtly·''s'ha'fi-&:'p . .f"{t'e'ptli>n · 
that Iraqi Pruide.r~t Sl.ddu Huntln is, in tht words or;o·n"·;,1·i~mb•·r.of 

• !p_u ~,. ~·;.... • • " 
tht Saudi royal family, •a psychopath" who represents·•t~1fnt~lerable 
thrnt to thrt region u long u he remainJ in powtr"· ln\t~~!ci·:r:f~.·:~(_: 

•:we d~ not !ee ~ny prosptct of_a dlpl~matlc nttltllltQ·"1~:~aud!__~ 
Forvrgn M•nt1ter l"r1nce Saud lll Fatsal sa•d Saturdlly 1 C91\~l!.d.J~!Is·;Jn .. : ... · 
publi( what oti'lu offitialt have' bun uyins privattly ~~·t:'¥1!Yt!/.al: 
d a 'I t • · · ... \. .::·: . , . ·, 

Pubritly, the Saudis continue·to insist th~tt Iraq asr~·._.'~;o .. ··.· 
withd~aw from Kuwait as a condition for furthvr nesotiatli~~~~Jut l~ 
privatt they ny illey have little expechtion that Hus;ei'n·:wl)( do· 
that, . .. -~ · ·. .' ,_; _...... . 

"He's gone too far to turn ~atk now,• said one 1eoior ~ffi~i~lk""His 
lo~l of tact would be tatat. The masnitude of hi& misadventure wo~ld 

"rdt'l him." ·• .. , · 
When IraQ ir~vaded Kuwait Aus. z, Hu!sein Wilt countins on·t~o 

thi~SI tp intimidate hll Arab brethren into accepting the· gew,~tatu! 
quo•·h i' l m iII ion· · ,·,.)" ' •· 
man army, the largest in the J!liddl~ East, and his own tmerilns ~ppeal 
as a cha111pion of the fru5trattd Arab cause, . '· . 

··H~ r•ally (ould have b11come the new Gamal Abdtl Nasstr,• a Saudi 
olficiat· said; ~eferrins to the late and immensely popular Egypt.lan 

.. ltader. "It wi~ ~appen!~g. Ht was winnin9 the hearts and t~e minds of 
'tfle.·Arabs unt i I hi!· went th11 wrons way. • :·'• ·: · · 

• .. HuJsrin's·carl for a "holy war• aealnst what is popularly ~11rcelved 
., iha dominatl6n of pro~Israeli, Western intere5t9 in the region d'id 
str'.lkt & resonant · ' · 

o, dlo'r·d i.n Jordan and the ·wut B&nk, whel"t th t hi 1 ure of tht i ntl fad a 
hu>r: rea ted · 
-~-m~od of ·bitterness and dtspair amons Palestiniins I ivins under 
IHllli'li rule. 

Bu't his·'threah bukflrtd elsewhl!re,.one Sii.udi official said, 
btc til It ht. vent. · 
too. far, upping th1 ante too quickly and too viollntly to leave ro~m 
tvtn for lPPtllSfment. 

•Jr so~tont holds a knife to your throat and 5&ys 'sive me your 
money,' you do it. Bu.t if If you become convinced thllt he lw 9oin~ to 
stab you anyway, then you flsht for your life,• the official s~id. 
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"Every time we think w~ '''a sonrnon·,··ln·•~·~...-,. "·~-~~·---·····-
1V and sh"h the door to it," a member of the Sau~i roytl hmi ly 
added. "Wt have no thoict but to st&nd up to him.• 

Now, ~mboldentd by the multin~tional mi I it~ry presence tiking 
&hll.pt in'tl\to''.Uhrn desert, Saudi thillkins 1\u ~;hil'ttd from ways Of 
containinS Husttin to ways of tx~rclsing him from the Arab body . . 
altogether.. · · 

That will coru about,·Sau.di ·~~·fficiJ.II say, when the Iraqi mllihry 
bfC Oil\ II iO .. ,,_ 
desptratt that it either &lllSIIQatts Husstin or lashs out in a way 
justifiu reh.llat ion by the 'to'rmld~ble &rrly of Western and Arab 

•• ' ... '·f\ 
forcu now allsntd ag&ilat Iraq:• 

"The only thing we stl li:n~~~:~~w,• a Saudi busints~man commented, 
. \,. .t-: l' ••• • "I • o rot · · '.H , ..... ., ' ~·~t' :., .. J'; .~ ·' . 

brave Iraqi soldil!r." :.Jp:.~···~.; 
··rn the 1ua.nt im11, tiHt tn:nli.orint ion that hu overh.ktn th I" 

cloistered kinsdom in the ~a.rJ~:iiurs ot itt sreateit ~rlsi5 Is. 
noUdng ahort gf rtmarkable,.,~lphmats and other Niddl11 Eut expHh 

. ' ." ';· . ~~·:: '' • ay • .. , ., .•. ,,., . 
Indud 1 in just 1. llttlt over·,'two wiltkl, the mood here has turned '... . 

from cne or ·t:·,._··:·>:.~·:":~ •· 
txtr••• apprehension to one of .a)~osi c~cky confidence, witft youns . -~ ~ ' Saudi princes · .. , ... 
hlklns avidly 11.1>out what B-52!1 .i~Jid do to B11.9hdt.CI u their ttdirs . ,,, 
erotertt.ln dinner guestc with tht:lttest Saddam Hussein Joke•• 

Tht transforlllation, if rurth.ir .. proof wef'e needed, is tven mort 
t!vidtnt In the · · •. · · 
Saudi tr:vatment of the !lltdla, . ·~;;:··. 

Saudi Ar1.bia used to bt one ~f··the most difficult countries for 
Western Journalists to visit. But'over the p1.st week, tile Saudis have 
literally thrown open their ~o·~~·.to an lnvation of ~•porters from · 
IJ.rOUild the 9lobe, giViiiS thUi;unfi::IC.Idtnied attl$5 to military 
fullitiu and unior govtrnm'ent OfficJ'als, 

One journalist who hu covered· tlli1 part of the world for a number 
of yeara could hardly btl I eve ~ti,ears wheh he overheard a Saudi. 
orfltlal askiog an Amerln.n mll.i1it;ry.officer for advice on how tout 
up a lll~dia pool, "The Japantl& arjj. In' Jedd<th today, The Brits have 
Jus~ l11.nded. We art solns cruy,•;:the harried oHici.al confttstd. 

ln this time of teltins, the Saudis have ever, discovered a sense 
. of humor about thtmlelves--somethlng for which they werv not 
generally known •. 

"Our ministry of intorma.tlon·l'l Gti II dtnying that ln.q has invaded 
Kuwtit 1 " one Saudi prince said over dinnl'r the other ni.snt, tlicltina 
much laughter from his suest&, 

"Have you huard? 50,000 mort American solditrG arrived today;• &aid 
a no th vr 
Saudi. "Thty had to turn around ·and so home because we wouldn't 9ive 
them vis11.s.• Howl~ of laughter thiG time. 

Such humor veils, but doe& not tntir~ly tonceil, concerns that the 
crisis could 5\ill take an un.cont:rollable turn. 

The tnreat that lr&q lllilY use the chemical weapons It po»sesset i~; 

one such concer~. 
"A friend told m~ not to worry bec&use thR missiles the Iraqis have 

~o ~elivtr cl\emi,~l weapo11s are not accurate and land many kilometers 
from tn11r t&rsett," a Saudi buslnestman said. "1 thought ot my home 

··.:··1-· ·-~ .•.••• ~. 

~:t.;~J~-:.i.r~~~~·-t~ .0 
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or apartmenta, food and even small atipends by the oil-rich royal 
family. . 

''The Saudis are doing everything for us. %t ia not poaaible 
for ua to go back now, but here we are welcome,'' said Melfi 
Azmi, a 34-year-old Kuwaiti who has been livin9 here for 10 day1. 

end 
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THIS IS PENTAGON POOL 19-? WRITTEN AND JIL!D BY PET!R COP!LAND, SCRIPPS 
HOWARD. THE PENTAGON WILL ONLY ALLOW THE USE OF THE NAMES OF 
CO~~AND!RS, NOT SENIOR NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS.(IT)[PAR] 
<RO) SAUDI ARABIA - Tbe leaders af the U.S. forces in the desert here 
cut their m111 tary teeth in the Jungles of Vietnam, an experience that 
deeply colored their views of warfare.<IT>[PAR] 

CA: 

(RO> They have few doutts about the ability of their troops to fight and 
win, and their only tear is that polities will control military 
stratecy as it did in Vietnam.<IT>[FAR] 
<RC> The leaders sat their mission in Saudi Arabia is more clear than it 
was in Vietnam, and Just as importantly they feel that this time they 
have the su~port of the A~erican people.<IT>(PAR) 
<RO> Senior commanders and non-commissioned officers in Saudi Arabia 
said during a week of interviews that their Vietnam experience sobered 
their vievs about the 
["),lor:/[") 
of var and taught them the dangers of vaging a protracted conflict far 
rra~ home.<IT>[PAR) 
<RO> 
['']A lot of the senior leadership were in Vietnam, and we really do 
dislike var. We think it ls man at his most ludicrous 
state,('') said Air Force Lt. Gen. Charles Horne~, the top u.s. com~ander 
in Saudi Arabla.(IT>[PAR] 
<RO> 
('')The pro~lem ve have vith young folks is we train them so hard and ~eep 
them motivated so well. They are always saying it's like being on a 
football team and never Getting to play a 
game,('') said Horner, a fifhter pilot who flew 111 co~bat missions over 
North Vietnam.<IT>[PAR) 
(RO> 
t'')I can understand their 
enthusiasm,["] Horner said. (PAR] 

('')If they stop and think, they know var is a loser for 
everybody,['') Army Brig. Gen. ld Scholes of the 18th Airborne Corps said. 
( "J 
ln Vietnam congressmen came over and said, 'Why are ve here?' Obviously 
the troops had to wonder, 'Why are we here?'<IT>(PAR] 
<RO) 
['']This time the people in the States are behind the troops. They 
un~erstand the need is there and the strategy is 
there,[''] said Scholes, who vas commissioned in 1951 and served two tours 
ln V1etnam.(IT>[PAR] 
(RO> The generals warned, however, that public support could erode with 
tll!le. 
{'']People reme~ber Vietnam at the end, not at the beginning when there 
vas 
support,[''] said Air Force MaJ. Gen. Don Kaufman of Central Command.(IT>[PAR 
<RO> 
t'']War as it should be conducted is even vorse than it wa5 in 
Vietnam,[''] tautman said. 
['']The vaf fOU vin in a war 15 destroying everything, move in and then 
you re~uild it.<IT>[PAR] 

(MORE) 
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('']It would be a war of firepower, artillery, bombs and 
tanks.('']<IT>(PARJ 
<RO> B:aufman said there are lenons to te learued from vutnan:, but he 
cautioned: 
('']I lett Vietnam 2~ years a~o. I vas a captain then, and I'm a general 
nov .<IT> [PAR] 
<RO> 
('']We try to read the history books and the lessons learned, but that was 
a lonf time 
ago, ( '] he said,(lT>(PAR] 
<RO> One lesson trom Vietnam that is even more important nov 1n Saudi 
Arabia is to have respect for the host nation, said Air Force Lt. Col. 
Allen Pack .(IT) [PAR) 
(RO) 
('']We have to treat people with all the respect we 
can,('') Pack said, especially in Saudi Arabia where customs are so 
d1tterent. 
('')We weren't courteous enough in 
Vietnam. ( "J (IT> [PAR) 
<RO> An Air Force senior master sergeant from Sophia, West Virginia, 
said the deployment here has been more popular than in Vietnam because 
there bas been no shooting.<IT>(PAR) 
(RO> 
['')In Vietnam we didn't have public support because it vas mommas wanting 
their ~ons back 
ho!T'e, ("J the ser11eant sald.<IT>[PAR) 
(RO> 
['']I don't want to get into another Vietnam, a political war. We didn't 
use B-52s in some places because ve 
couldn't,[''] said the sergeant, who 1n 196B was an airman t1rst class in 
Yietnam,(lT}(PAR] 
<RO> 
['']Let's either whip 'em, or go 
home,['') he said.(IT>(PAR] 
<RO> The chief master serseant for the 1st Tactical Jishter Wing said 
military life has improved since be vas in an out of Vietnam between 
19f6 and 197~.(IT>[PAR] 
(!10> 
['']The idea now is to take care ot people and let them do their 

iob,("J the chief said. · 
'')These surs are living in air-conditioned barracks and eating hot 

meals ,(IT>LPAR) 
<RO> 
{''JTbin4s are 1,000 percent better here than tn 
Vietnam,L''J the chief sa1d.<IT>[PAR] 
<RO> 
['')Peofle understand why they are here and they want to be 
here, [' J the chief sa ilL 
('']Thel want to protect our economic interests and 
o1l.('']<IT)[PAR) 
<RO> An Air Force sen1or master serseant from lirm1ngham, Ala., sa1d: 

(MOll!) 
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{'']When you vent ho~e after 
tte Vnlted States and in the 
for a cause and their way of 
<RO) 
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V1etnaro, you vere treated l1ke a ~rim1nal. In 
world ri1ht nov people know we're f1&ht1ng 
lite.<IT>(PARJ 

('']My attitude 1s 
l?OS1ttve,[") the Al!barne. sergeant said. 
['']Let's do the job e.nd get tbe hell out of 
Dodae. ["J<IT)(PAR] 
<RO)e.ud 

(~ND) 
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This pool report was reported and written by Frank Aukofer of 
The Milwaukee Journal. 

Juba11, Saudi Arabia-saudi Arabia stands to lose $8 ~illion to 
$11 billion because of Iraq's invasion of Kuwait, a saudi offi
cial said here Monday. 

"It will wipe out almost all of our liquid reserves," the offi
cial said. 

He said the estimate included the cost of the war preparations 
here, housing of refuqees and lost economic opportunities. 

Most of the money, the official said, will be spent in the next 
two to three months. 

The cost estimate came as the Saudi government, demonstrating 
increasing confidence as American troops take up defensive posi
tions here, took a group of journalists to what would be the ~ig
gest war prize on the Persian Gulf-the industrial city of Jubail. 

As one example of the invasion's economic blow to Saudi Arabia, 
the official told the journalists that $10 billion worth of joint 
venture projects with other countries had to be postponed because 
of Iraqi President Saddam Hussein's invasion of Kuwait. 

He said the projects would have been started between now and 
1992 or 1993. Because of the invasion, he said, they will have to 
be postponed by at least one year. 

The $10 billion estimate of postponed projects, the official 
said, is separate from the actual war costs, which he said in
cluded such things as buying ammunition, medicine and other sup
plies; housing troops ana refugees; buying gas masks and other 
equipment to protect against chemical weapons, and lost business 
opportunities. 

The Saudis are housing an estimated 200,000 refugees, some of 
them in luxury hotels, the official said. He said about half of 
them were Kuwaiti citizens and the others were of other national
ities who als had fled from occupied Kuwait. Other estimates have 
placed the number of Kuwaiti refugees 

here at 120,000 of the 200,000 total. 
The official said the estimate of the war preparation costs was 

his own. He said the Saudi qovernment had not issued its own es
timate yet because it was still analyzing and debating the situa
tion at high levels. 

Jubail, which is home to about ao,ooo people, contains the 
largest petrochemical manufacturing complex in the world, accord
ing to Abdullah bin Faisal bin Turki, the secretary general of 
the Royal Commission for Jubail and Yanhu. 
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Yanbu, on the Red sea across Saudi Arabia, is this country's 
second-larqest industrial city. Both cities have been literally 
carved out of the desert, most of it in the last decade. 

JUbail also sits on top of the biqqest pool of oil in the 
·world. 

Abdullah said the government had spent $15 billion developing 
the two cities in the last 16 years-about $9 billion of that on 
Jubail-and companies from all over the world, includinq the us, 
Europe and Japan, had invested a total of $2~ billion. 

Saudi officials said the there had always been security mea
sures in place to protect JUbail aqainst terrorist attacks and 
other threats. Security intensified during the war between Iraq 
and Iran, they said. 

But Abdullah said no one ever expected anythinq like Iraq's in
vasion of Kuwait last Auq. 2. 

Saudi and other officials interviewed here said there was a 
great deal of apprehension and fear shortly after tbe invasion of 
Ruwait. But they said confidence was returninq as American troops 
took up positions to defend the city. 

"We don't expect this place to be taken out," Abdullah said. He 
said defenses had been rapidly improvinq. 

In Jubail, the journalists visited tbe saudi Petrochemical Co., 
half of which is owned by a sUbsidiary of the Shell Oil co. com
pany officials said it was the biqqest petrochemical manufactur
ing plant in the Middle East. 

The plant, alonq with all of the others in Jubail, bas emergen
cy procedures that could shut the facility down in a matter of 
seconds, officials said. They said the procedures were for fires 
or other problems within the plants, but could be used if there 
were a military threat. 

Bruce Molson, a Texan who is saudi Petrochemical's financial 
vice-president, said he had sent his wife back to Houston after 
the invasion of Kuwait. 

Now, he said, everyone feels better because the American troops 
have arrived. 

"I think it's a fairly normal situation right now," he said. 
-30-
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Defense De~artment spokesman Pete Williams accompanying Cheney 
aboard the Eisenhower at the be;inning of a four-day trip to tMe 
region, refused to comment on the situation. 

Cheney was informed of the incidewnt during a visit to the USS 
Scott, a guided missile destroyer that is part of the Eisenhower's 
battle group in the Red Sea. 

Cheney decltn•d comment, but a senior Pentagon official said he 
Mad received reports that confirmed such an incident. 

While on board the Scott, Cheney was told that the 
JUSt returned from its interdiction duty at the mouth 
of Aqaba and had turned back a Cypriot b•~lk freighter 
the port. 

destroyer had 
of' the Gulf 
headed for 

Commander Tom Corcoran, comnannmder of the Scott, said he had a 
''very polite conversation'' with the master of the Cypriot snip 
and that the freighter turned around after reporting that it was 
carrying a cargo of alumninum chromete and other chemicals. 

''W• didn't want to taketh~ chance,'' Corcoran told reporters 
aboard his ship. ''We maneuvered at a safe but fairly close 
distance and spoke en th• radi~.·· 

Corcoran &aid the Cypriot freighter headed for an unknown 
destination after turning around, . 

Th• Eisenhower battle group did not go on a high alert status 
durin; the shooting incident in the Gulf of Oman. 

Cheney was to remain on the Eisenhow .. r unt i 1 S•Jnday morning when 
he was to travel to northern Saudi ~rabia and visit American troops 
de~loyed on land there in defense of the desert kingdom's vital oil 
fields. 

He was to travel on to Bahrain and several other Persian Gulf 
nations before visiting in Jiddah on Monday and stopping in Cairo 
before arriving back in Washington early Wednesday. 

The defense secretary was slated to receive an update on the 
mi H_t_&,!:Y st 011;.!-'!!!. of C!.Pffr;U_ion DeJ~~~r:t Shield al"ld observe nighttime __ _ 
flight operations with the aircraft carrier's Jet fighters and 
bombers. 

AENO POOL DISPATCH, AP, UPI, REUTERS< 
AP-WX-08-18-90 152SEDT( 
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h~lf kilometers away. to uractice digging in for an ~mbush. 

The soldiers spread out across the ~and· There is no talking 

and no lieht except for little that comes from the stars. The 

silhouettes ahead could almost belo~j ~o a band of desert nomads. 
"They tell us we'll be here 11bout a year." says a Private 

First Class nervously as the comM.ny moves along. "'lie' re being 

told to expect to fight in about 30 day$ -- as soon as all the FU1B 

are here. By mid-Sentember we should have about a hundred thousand 

troops. They're telling us to exnect to take Kuwait." 

Another soldier joins the 9rivate. They have also been 

told th::tt. if Saddam Hussein :~i thdraws from Kuwait. the 82d 

will go home without fightine;. "I ho"Oe that's wh:'l.t he'll do." 

says the private. "If we r,o into Ku•.rait, I'm eoing to d.ie·" 

'•lhile they are in t':is morose mood, the two men explain that 

they do not have ammunition in their rifle$. Three days ago. 

while travell~ng by bus to the barracks where the 2d Brigade is 

now stationed. a staff ser~eant in a9other company fired 

a 9 mm. pi;;tol rounll into his helmet, w·hich was on the ·floor of 

the bus at the time. An order was quickl7 issued requiring troops 

to turn in all but an emergency ration of ammunition. 
-

Soon the marching I'V\1!.\1'1 reach wh':l.t seems to be their 

destination• A pair of soldiers in the company's '-d platoon begin 

~igging a position from which they would be able to fire their 
squad's 5·56 cal. machine gun a1' o.rr"'"".>..,.'~'? -;L:"o,\-i vt-4.'\.l~.r. 

"You guys should stick around and eat with us 1 " the serrean t 

says to two reporters who have accomormied the troops. "Sometimes 

you even get lunch and dinner," he grouses cheerfully. 

"We didn't today," ..r"'T' the other soldier, who has 

somehow eotten the nickname Battle Smurf. 

"But we're still soldiers. And we're capable of performing." 

~eL\~rcS the sergeant. steoping up the p~ce of his di~ging. 

"And perform we must." says the other. 

"And perform we shall·" 

AnotheP soldier appe~rs out of the darkness and tells the 

machine-gunners that the 2d platoon has ended up in the wrong 

place. It is too close to the road. In fact. 1 t turns out that 



~00'39~d 5SS8158 80 

a mortar attack. 

"It's a small price to pay to be one of America's Finest." 

observes the sergeant. 

"That's right." agrees the s0ldier nicknamed l3attle Smurf· 

"Of course. they take aw"l.y a 11 our ammuni t1on 

"No bi tternessl" ~ays the serp·eant. 

"Ha. Ha1" says the other. 

"That' .s right. Lau/l:h it out." 

" 

Eventually the platoon finds its way to safer ground. The 

company commander exnlains that the 2d ~latoon's lieutenant is 

new. "It's good to get him out here to oractice," he says dryly. 

The men of the 82d are confident of vic'tory. But their 

gallows humor shows they are well aware of the ser1ous~ess of the 

confrontation that could. lie ahead. 

- 0-
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APOOL REPORT FROM AP, UPI, REUTERS REPORTERS< 
ABOARD THE USS EISENHOWER IN THE REO SEA The U.S. Naval fleet 

in the Persian Gulf went to battle stations Satu~day after an 
American f~igatefi~~ six warning shots across the bow of an l~aQi 
tanker in the G•Jl f of Oman, Navy officials said. 

Officials said the battle g~oup in the Persian Gulf later 
discontinued its general Quarters status. 

The Navy official told reporters traveling with Oefnse Sec. Dick 
Cheney that the fast frigate uUSS Reid firfed the first shots of a 
two-day old interdiction effort ordered by President Bush to halt 
goods lleaving and ente~iana Iran ln the Persian Bulf C~isis. 

''The Pe~sian Gulf forces have gone to general Qua~ters,•• They 
are at battle stations,•• said Capt. Mo~ris ~oote of tghe guideed 
missile cruJise4e~ Ticonderoga, which was located in the Red Sea 
with thv Eisenhowe~ battle g~oups on the eastern side of the Saudi 
A~abian peninsula. 

Foot• said the incident occ:ul"ed about 4 p.m. G\11 f time , 9 a.m. 
EDT, south of the nar~opw ent~ance to the Pe~sian guJlf in the Gul~ 
of Cmavn. 

Foote did not have details but othe~ offic:ers told reaorte~s 
they believes th• Iraqi ship had not tatopped when ordered. Foote 
sald warning shots we~• fi~ed by the Reid's 76 milliment gun afte~ 
the frigat;e•s c:ommand•r ~•ceived persimmission to do so from Rear 
Ad. Wiolliam Fogarty. , the eomander of the ~iddle East task fo~ce 
in the Persian Gulf. 

PAGE.001 

'~It was not immid1itedly known whjelther the Iraszqui· tanker·-·-·
eontinuedd on its way or tu!"ned around after the alte~cation but 
,..ports ~•aching the Eisenhower six hours late~ said the Ul.,s. 
ships lnthe Persian Gulf w•~• no longer at battle stations. 

''One of o~r frigates, out in the Gulf of Oman, has fi~ed a 
wa~ning shot at an IraQi tanker, in fact, fi~ed six of them,•• 
Foote said. ''9ut the naval ioffice~ later cla~ifed that statement 
to say the shots •• ,.. fired across the bow of the tanker. 

Foote s.aid tl'l•r• was apparently no threat f~om the Ireqi t iimke~, 
which like all otn•r eomme~ieal vessel5 should not undu~ 
international law be arm•d· 

''1 dfon•t think that th•r• was any other provocation. I doin' 1t 
think there was anything, in fact, threatening f~om the Iraqis or 
from any othe~ sou~ee,•• h• said. 

''But as • a•neral eour••• Mhen w• start getting into th~ 
business of firing shots, you're never sure of the reaction,•• he 
said. 

On Thursday evening President 9Vush authorized american 
war~haips to use fo~e if necessary to stop c:ommerc:e headed to a~d 
from Iraq and K~wait, which is oecupaied by an estimated 160,000 
Iraqi troop•• 

Cl , al Man 
AP-WX-08-18-90 1505EDT< 
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APOD~ REPORT FROM AP, UPI, REUTERS REPORT~nG' 
ABOARD THE ,USS EISENHOWER IN THE RED SEA_ The u.s. Naval fl .. t 

in the Persia Gulf went tc battle stations Saturday after an 
American ilot ired six warning shots across the bow of an Iraqi 

anker •n he ulf cf Oman, Navy officials said. 
Officials said the battle ;roup in the Persian Gulf later 

discontinued its general quarters status. 

j;D11f!•"'" 

The Navy off" ial told reporters tr veling with Defnse Sec. Dick 
Chene that f r' ate uUSS Reid firfed the first shots of a 
two- ay o i erdietion e r or ere y President Bush to halt 

lleaving and enteriang Iran in the Persian Gulf Crisis. 
''The Persian Gulf forces have ;one to general quarters,•• They 

are at battle stations,•• said Capt. Morris Foote of tghe ;uideed 
tle eruJise4er Ticonderoga, which was located in the R&d Sea, 

Orftetals said the battle group in the Persian Gulf later 
discontinued ita g•neral quarters status. 
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JEDDAB, SAUDI ARABIA -- American an~ Iraqi troops have settled in 
for a 1tandoff in the ~e~ert, a stalemate people here believe coul~ 
fno r Iraq. 

Iraq v1ll have to endure tl:le deprivetion of an international 
blockade that will keep its oil off the ~arket and will restrict the 
food supply. 

But the Iraqis en~ure~ the eight-year war with neighboring Iran 
without protest, and the world is unlikely to let them starve. 

The United State~. ho~ever, will race political trouble at home and 
in the Ara~ worl~ if thousands of u.s. troops are camped for months in 
the scorching heat of the desert with no end in sight. 

''Time is not on our side," said a Saudi official here, 
''International resolve will soften before Saddam Hussein.· 

Saudi officials interviewed durin, the past week seemed 
increasingly x:essimistic about a peaceful solution to the crisis. 

''We have tried our hardest to find a diplo~atic solution,'' said 
Fore1tn Minister Saud al-iaisal. ''we have failed," 

Another senior Saudi official said Saturday that it will ~robably 
take a comtination of economic and military pressure to drive Saddam 
Hussein from kuwait. 

Saudi Aratia will not feel safe until the Iraqi leader is out of 
power J however. "It Sad dam Hus set n goes, h 1!! system will go with 
him,' t.he Saudi official said. 

Despite the stiffenin! of Saudi rhetoric, the military situation on 
the ground vas surprisingly calm. loth sides were dis~ins in, but the 
Iraqis were at lent 2!1 miles troll! the Saud1 border under the watchful 
eye of American intelli~enee, a Saudi official told reporters Saturday. 

There have been occasional sightings of Iraqi troops near the 
border, the official said, but they apparently were gatherin~ 
intellisence on Saudi positions and not lookina for a fight. 

American and Saudi pilots were flying continuous missions in F-1~ 
fighters directed by AWACS ra~ar planes, and air defense batteries were 
on alert. u.s. troops continued to arrive with gear to protect. them from a 
chemical attack, but the threat seemed rar less likely than initial 
reports indicated. 

The senior Saudi official said u.s. and Saudi troops have nov been 
~oined on the ground by troops from Syria, Morocco and lsypt. More 
troops were coming fro~ Pakistan and Bangladesh, he sai~. 

llthougn the exact nu~ber of troops in Saudi Arabia vas not known, 
tbey were outnumbered by Iraq with 170,000 ~en and 900 or 900 tanks in 
Kuvait. and many more in Iraq, Saudi official~ said. 

Entire [uvaiti units e~oaped the Iraqi invaders and made it to 
Saudi Arabia, the official said. Most of Iuvait's air force also 
managed to escape, he said. 

The7 misht be able to link np with the [uva!ti resistance, which 
has bought Iraqi tanks from their crews and burned thelll and 1! setting 
up a clandestine radio transmitter outside the country, the officials 
said. 

The best hope for the Sau~is vas that the Iraqi dictator vill ~e 
overthrown by his own aenerals. ''Saddam Hussein is not a very popular 
person in Iraq,'' the official said. 

Relief must be soon, nowever, because the Saudis rear the~ will be 
~ainted as a tool of u.s. desi4ns to control the flov of Middle East 
oil and as a lackey of America s ally, Israel. , 

The Saudis would like to defend themselves but can t, and they 
AUG 13 '90 15: 12 
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admit privately that the Arab troops are use!ul most11 as political 
cover tor u.s. torees. 

''We have to teach Saddam a le~son," a Saudi businessman said, 
''and only 1 superpower can do 1t. 
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SAUDI ARABIA _ The United States is moving significant forces 
with offensive capabilities into positions from which thay could 
launch forays into occupied Kuwait, according to military officials. 

Those forces also have racaived briefings on the position of 
Iraqi forces in Kuwait and on contingency plans should the United 
States decide to send forces across the Saudi-Kuw•it border, a 
prospect that is considered highly unlikely unless the lr•qi forces 
cross first into Saudi territory, the officials said. 

Ground rules for the Pentagon pool operation prohibit disclosure 
of the eHact locations of U.S. forces here or specific details 
about the size of deployments. 

The officials, speaking on the condition of anonymity over the 
past few days, described the t~op and equipment movements and 
planning as routine military procedure. 

• 'I don't see us going into Kuwait but if those orders ever came 
we would"obviously want to be ready,'' one senior u.s. officer in 
Saudi Arabia said. 

laid another o~fictall ''If it came down to that it we would 
have to move at lightning speed. So obviously you take preliminary 
steps to bring up tn• level of readiness, regardless of the current 
plans.•• 

The u.s. mission here is universally described as defensive, and 
the first wav• of troops and equipment to reach Saudi soil were 
those that have trained in anti-tank and other warfare that could 
be used to thwart an Iraqi incursion tnto the Saudi kingdom. 

But tn the past few days much of troops and materiel that have 
arrived and mov•a into forward positions have been tho.a conaider.d 
generally to be d•stgned for offensive missions. 

These include the beginning elements of the 10lst Airborne 
Division, an air-a••ault assault unit which transports its troops 
with helicopters, the 7th Marine Ewpedtttonary Brigade, which 
in~lud•• tank•• heavy arttll•ry and Cobra attaek choppers, and 
other ground and naval forces Qaared toward. offensive missions •. 
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.-11, I:Htc.-use of groul'ldl"ules, from som•where, but not Just , 

.-nywhere, in Saudi Arabi•· 

·----
SAUDI ARABIA _ A Kuw.-iti who h.-s ••~apvd from his countl"y twi~e 

stnee the Iraqi invasion said Monday his countrymen and others 
living there are •• much to blame for looting as the inv.-ding 
fore••· 

''Ku,..its, Egyptians, Filipinos, Indians, ll"aqis, everybody i~ 
lootin;,•• said Kam.-1 al Sultan, a Kuwaiti businessman who also 
owns a home in S•nt• Barbara, Calif. • 'They were taking tapa 
rw~o~d•rs, Mashing machi"•• air eondition•~•, geld _ anything th•y 
ean carry, that they ~an get .-way with, they took.'' 

5ult•n said he first left Kuwait on Aug. a, immediately after 
the Iraqi invasion, dl"ivin; his foul"-wheel drive vehicle south from 
Kuwait City, following Oil pipelines south and getting across the 
borde,. into the Saudi desert without maJor problem~. 

Sultan said he went baek into Kuwait on two days later to get 
~~vel"al family members and relativae. They "eaded for the Saud! 
bOl"del" on the 11th and were atopped several timas along the way by 
IraQ> troops, ha said. 

He tMe party ~sed food and othel" booty to bribe t~air way 
through some posts and after being told at one atoP thay would ~ot 
be allowed to proceed further ~onvin~ad an Ira~i commander to let 
them go. S~ltan •aid the ~ommander gave tMem & note that allowed 
tMem to gat a~ross the border, but he said ha no longer Mad it 
because guard• at the last station s.ized it. 

Sultan said Me and others who eacpaad "ave kept in touch with 
leaders of the smell ,..sistan~• movement in Kuwait by driving to 
the border and ~alling them on cell~lar car phones. 

He aaid Iraoia have moved into vacant hom•• and taken food and 
auppliea but for the mo•t part have not damaged occupied homea. 

He aaid the Kuwaiti peoPle warw awaiting guidance from their 
owat.O ;overnment on whether they should se•k JObS elsewMel"a during 
the Iraqi oc~upation. 

Sultan ••id ha ia hoping to start a new business with proeead• 
of the sale of constl"u~tion and building materials he had ordered 
from the United 5tat••• The matel"ials we,.. to be shipped to Kuwait 
but ha aaid he ia trying to arrange to have them shipped elsewhere 
1~ the Pe,.sian Sulf ,.•;ton. 

·----
The Air Foree ia providing its personnel here with the aama 

leg•1 aal"vic .. it p~ovides an bases back heme, including hal~ 
Wl"iting wills and documents that grant power of attorney to soousas 
back in the United States. 

An attorney wol"king out of a makeshift office at a S•udi &il"b&~e 
••t~ he has helped nuMerous airmen draft wills since he put an ad 
i~ • b••• ~w•l•tte~ laat w••k announcing Mis eerviees were 
available. 

And the attorney, who asked that his name not be used, ••id 
doaen• of Air Foree parscnnel alao M&ve had to gl"ant power of 
attorney to spouses or relatives ba~k home •o that they have the 
authority to condu~t financial transactions. 

The attorn•y said he also had advi••d commA~d~r~ in the number 
of minor disciplin.-ry ~•••• but declined to be spe~ifi~. 

··It haan' t be•n anything too serioua,'' hi! said. • ·I don't 
:~fill 61• l'lot\'i"I~-'S mttel'l fl..,ttiJlfl' l'li~~ ~~~'§ e~ tiiiOft.'H' 
~•r• Is no alQohol.'' 



_ .... .., __ • .., • .,..,._, T w• •w•ws ar llil' v...,•l!l;'v w••- .... •• .,,,..,. .. , __ ""''"""'"--· , - .... --. __ 
tn~ to sleeo on a ship at ni;ht, one of the fo~r said ~onday. 

Martha, a radlo technician from Tannesaee, said the conditions 
abOard the ship are probably better than those at a Saudi facility 
where her male colleagues are sleeping. 

But that's not the issue. 
''W. don't want to be treated any differently from anyone 

else,•' she sald. 
Women are barred from direct combat roles in the military b4t 

dozens of women have been sent hera in other rolea. 
The female Marina said her status here is unclear. She said that 

commanders are con•iderinQ aendi~g the four wome" hQm.- ~ Ma~1"• 

spokesman said service guidelines called for women to be sent 
wherever their units were deoloy•d. The commander of the unit in 
~u .. tion was not immediately available to disou•• the woman's 
account. 

--3111-
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I , ~· -- . - •. ... 
fj!- Th•r• is nc build UIJ .:>f' Ir·.,q ar'd Saudt military 
at this crcsapcint' em thll border batween Sioiudt Arabi II 
ait and so nc apparent dat'lger cf a border cla•h that 
rigg•r ac:cidantal war, at lea .. t not hP.r&. 
di border guarda hjlve a ain;le mac:hina gun in vi•,. and 
tc:h throush binoc:~.~lars em what c:iv!liana at the bcrdar 

Iraqi tanka spaced about a q~o~art•r mil• apart i.n a 
ve line acrcsa tha;Ku..,•it eide cf the border. 
erwie•, ther• are ro military w•apcn• or fore•• in 
t th1a border •taUon lass than a ftlile frc"" the gulf. 
re !a a large 5aud1 "'ilitary force ftlile• t:llld and the 

U.S. "'ilitary for!::• t:luild-~.~p •inee the Vhttmo"' ""'r 
rther from the border. 
if Sa1.1di and Iraqi forces are •• far apart along t.h• 
thto nearly !SO-mila Saudi-Ku .. ait border •• they are 

he riak c~ ac:c:id•n~•l war •t•rt•d by scm:• i•o~abtd 
ppears to be small• 
t report8f"1t •aw heht was irt line with a Saydi 
1'11 eta.t.e .... nt last: W&Oik that ll\Oat Iraqi forces -ra 25 
ileti from th• bord~r and Saudi -Fore:•• w•re also staying 
ck from it. 1 

so, a "'ar would ha~a t.o ba •l:.art.•d dalibarat•ly. But. 
••idtmt Saddam Hu•••in ha• said he has tlD int:.entic:m of 
g Saudi Arabia at>di Sawdi and u.s. of.fic:ialll say the 
of the huge mi li tiary Forea they are build 1ng is only 

r an Iraq invasic:n] or fight invading Iraqi froc:•• if 
mtt. I 
raportera went toi the border on their own but are 
of a peel organizltd by the DG>+'•n•• Department to •hare 

pert ""ith tha rattt! of t.ha Arn•ric:.an r&J:1Crtare. They are 
y toec:urity ,.ul•• not t:o report whtlre U.S. un1tto are cr 
ge they are. 
tha large Modern border c:rototoins station at Khafji 
• not ot1ly l.ttl• military activity. Th•r• are alae '""' 
c:,.osasings .. 

flow o.f l<uwai ti r•f~o~;••• haw alow•d tc a t.riekl& 
o;.:f by Iraq, ac:c:ord ing to borde"· of fi c: ials. 

a lllingl• car c:a01e thrc~o~;h "'hila a group c.f American 
ra '"•r• tl-••~'•· The bcrd .. r officials toaid f•wer than 100 
a day come ~ro~o~gh n ...... 
t: of th&ftl continue" eouth but about 100 KuwaiHs ware at 
tion, c:luster•d araut\d MCd•rata tc •Kp•n•iv• loak.ing 
, trying to get pa•eports or decide wh&ril they wani:Md 
ow that thay "'""" saf•ly cut of Kuwait, th• bord•r 
ties said. 
i1• cr ·~ away, ..,..11-cff K~o~waitis whc Manag•d to g•t tc 
rabia daya &"rliar were dialing car t•l•phonas at a 
rest stop on !:h& gr••n and turq~o~cis• gulf, trying to 

lativas still !n Kuwait. 
Man said he had bean trying to c:all his father in 

for a WGIIk but with no luck. 
said h• al'ld kia fatoily drove ac:roas the t:>crdar thro~o~gh 
•rt last waak, eluding Iraqi ;:orcas and g•t:l:ing past 

p cf Iraqi soldier• by giving th•m water. 
was v•ry diF;ic:.ult, 11 hit said. "Vaf'y dangerQU:S." 

u,.,. man aaid Many people died trying t.c c:ro•s t.he 
bacau•• th•y did not hav• enough water. 
• af the Kuwaitis •aid, •• oth•r• had ••r1ier, that 
nee fighterto in Kuwait are usirtg e:ar bo,.,bing• aud night 

againwt Ir»qi forces. 
• ycur>g pecpll' are fighting the Iraqi at night .. ith 
rm•, 11 on• than aaid. nIt' • toa bad they dan • t. hava 
s .. 'l 

want to do averything wliJ c:an to get Sactda,.. crut of 
" at1ot.har man said. 
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KHAFJI, saudi Arabia - The police captain aerved sweet tea to 
gue1t1 in hie office overlooking occupied Kuwait, 

rar off in the desert a handful of vehicle& - people here 
said they were Iraqi tanka but it was hard to tell - etirred 
clouds of sand as they patrolled, 

A hundred or so refugees from Kuwait huddled in the shade 
near the parking lot of this border crossing post, eating chunka 
of lamb and mounds of rice from enormous oval trays. 

If Iraqi troops ever invaded Saudi Arabia, they would come 
through Khafji before meeting American forces, but when reporters 
visited Monday there was no sign of tension and the only saudi 
defen&e was a single machinegun. 

''No, I'm not afraid,'' said the police captain, offering the 
guest& a seat. A tennis match was on the television and his man 
were unarmed and seemed relaxed. 

Leas than a mile away, across a vast no-man•a land, was the 
last checkpoint in Kuwait, which has been occupied by Iraq since 
Aug. :Z. 

A few saudi border guards stood in the back of a red pickup 
truck and stared across the border into Kuwait with binoculars. 

Saudi officials said the main Iraqi force had taken defensive 
positions 70 miles north of here in Kuwait City, and the nearest 
major concentration of armor was a good 25 miles from Saudi 
Arabia. 

Thousands of u.s. troops have landed here in the paat week to 
beef up the Saudi forces against an Iraqi attack. So far Iraqi 
forces have been dig9ing in to positions inside Kuwait and 
battling sporadic resistance. 

''The young people are fighting the Iraqis at night with 
small arms. It's too bad they don't have bazookas,•• said Ahmed 
Abdullah, 28, a secretary lrom a government ministry in Kuwait. 

''I talked to my friend. He aays sometimes the electricity 
and water don't work and he can't find milk for the children,'' 
Abdullah said.He and other Kuwaitis had parked near the border to 
use car phones to call friends and family inside their country. 
International phone lines were cut by the Iraqi invaders, but the 
car phon•• still worked. 

Their cars were parked in the white sand along the deep green 
water of the Persian Gulf. Acro11 the thin highway, a ribbon of 
asphalt laid aero•• the desert, a boy tended a herd of scruffy 
came h. 

By Monday, the. flow of refu9ees through Khafje into Saudi 
Arabia had slowed to a trickle, Saudi customs officials said. 
Only two Western families had crossed in the past two days, they 
said. 

The refugees, called ''guests'' here, have bean treated 
generously by the Saudis' King rahd. They were given free hotels 
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This pool report was reported and written by Frank Auko!er of 

The Milwaukee Journal. 
3Ubail, Saudi Arabia - Ahmed Ibrahim Al-MUbarak is the director 

general overseeinq the construction of this industrial city on 
the Persian Gult. 

He is a large man with a grandfatherly look, possessed of a 
dark complexion, gray mustache and features that make him look, 
except for his Arab dress, like every American's movie stereotype 
of a Spanish don. 

When you talk to him, he apeake perfect English. Ask him where 
he learned it so well, and he says casualli 4hat he attended hiqh 
school in Philadelphia, junior college in Contra Costa, Cali!., 
and is a qraduate of the University of Arizona at Tempe. 

Among the saudi Arabian government and business leaders who 
have been working with the US military and the American press 
covering the war buildup here, that is not uncommon. 

Ask almost anybody where he went to school and you hear answers 
like the University of Colorado, Georgetown University and Michi
gan State, as well as universities in Great Britain. Ana every
one, it seems, speaks flawless English. 

To visitors accustomed to thinking of the Middle East, and par
ticularly saudi Arabia, as a mysterious country of rich sheikhs 
and ~rinces lyinq on silk cushions in Bedouin desert tents, the 
real1ty is a source of continuing wonder. 

Despite Sauaia Arabia 1 s mostly successful attempts to maintain 
a conservative Muslim society closed to the outside world, there 
nas been a weaving together of its leadership with American and 
British culture. 

Statistical information is hard to come by-the Saudis tend to 
be casual about that sort of thing-but the rough estimates work 
out tnis way: 

Of a total of about 15 million people in the country, about 10 
million are native Saudi Arabians. About three million are in 
leadership positions of one sort or another, in civil service, 
business and industry. 

Of the three million, about 300,000 have been educated abroad
about 70t, or 210,000, of them in the United States and the re
mainder in Great Britain. 

In the top levels of society, Enqlish is spoken as fluently as 
Arabic. In fact, everywhere you qo-at least in big and middle
sized cities-almost all of the public and commercial signs are in 
English as well as Arabie. At Xing Fahd University in Dhahran, 
all of the classes are taught only in English. 
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For an American, saudi Arabia is an easier country to get 
around in, linguistically, than Mexico. 

P.4/4 

Admittedly, the journalists here have had contact mostly with 
the cream of Saudi leadership-the internationalized government, 
military and business leaders. But these are the people who run 
things, who are the contacts for the American military here. In 
many respects, they act almost as informally western as their 
quests. 

For example, when the Saudis took a qroup of journalists on a 
bus trip from Dhahran to see the industrial city of Jubail, a man 
who identified himself as Khalid Faisal worked as the steward, 
walking up and down the aisle to serve soft drinks and cookies to 
the passengers. 

Asked about himself, he said only that he was between jobs. 
When a reporter inquired of others, it turned out that he is a 

Saudi prince, a member of the royal family and the brother of 
Prince Abdullah bin Faisal bin Turki, the secretary general in 
charge of the royal commission in charge of developing Jubail and 
the country's other industrial city, Yanbu. 

Asked about his brother, Abdullah said that Khalid had volun
teered to help. A reporter commented that having a prince serve 
the passengers certainly seemed like small-d democracy. 

"No," Abdullah replied, "democracy is a right. Good manners is 
a duty." 

But if it is not democracy, there is a degree of eqalitarian
ism, at least in appearance and person-to-person relationships. 
Lower-rankinq bureaucrats and qo-fers dress exactly the same as 
princes and others in high positions-in a long white robe called 
a thobe, and wearing the headdress called a qhoutra. 

The dress itself produces a certain leveling-like the uniforms 
in a Catholic elementary school in the States. The only variation 
is the color of the headdress-either white or red-and-white 
checks-and the choice is a matter of personal taste. so there is 
no way to tell prince from pauper. 

Saudis tell you that many of them would prefer to wear western 
clothing, which they find more practical. But they say it is 
frowned upon. If you ask who does the frowning, they say it is 
the masses of people whose feelinqs they must consider. 

Moreover, the Saudis operate with an easy informality. There 
has been no obvious fawninq, bowing or scrapinq toward high-rank
ing officials by the men who take their orders. Seating on buses 
and airplanes has been first-come, first-served. 

That is not to say that the Saudis approve of everything Ameri
can. This is a strict Muslim country, where alcohol and pork are 
forbidden by law, where women may not drive cars, where televi
sion programs that show too much violence or cleavage are cen
sored, and where everything shuts down five times a day for 
prayers. 
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Not all Saudis are strictly religious, and some will tell you 
that they drink alcohol when they're out of the country. aut they 
also say they would not, even if they could, vote to legalize it 
in their country, and they apeak wistfully of the erosion of mor
als and traditions as saudi Araoia becomes more international
ized. 

"Sometimes you do things you would not want your children to 
do," one saudi said. 

As in America, civil servants are often paid less than what 
they might make in private industry. Prince Abdullah confides 
that his father forced him to study industrial engineering in En
gland because the family did not have much money and he wanted to 
make sure bis son had a civil service career. 

But he says what he really wanted to do was play professional 
soccer and then become a chef. Now, he says, he's thinking of re
tiring from the civil service and going into private industry, 
where he could make sot more money. 

The Saudis also have an eas¥ senseof humor, and many jokes work 
as well in Arabic as they do ~n English. The prince says his em
ployees sometimes say his name a:;~ "Abdullah bin Faisal bin Turki 
been around too long." 

When the Pentaqon pool of journalists arrived here more than a 
week aqo, the first saudi reporter met was a lieutenant colonel 
in the Army. 

They had barely finished exchanginq qreetinqs when the colonel 
told the reporter a Polish joke. 

-3o-
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SAUDI ARABIA _ Troops statio~d here before the Iraqi ii"'V&sion 
of Kuwait are ~omplainin; that they hav• not beel"' issued suits 
designed to prot~t against chemical weapo!"'a. 

~·· - . ·-- ·--- .. -~-

''All these ;uyt coming il"' here get ;asks masks and the suits 
but - get !"'lth in;,' • an Air For~e airmal"' IUiid l!lo!"'day night. · 'Tiuty 
are treating us as if we don't count.•• 

A spo~sman for military, however, said the shortage was 
dtscu•se4 at a command staff briefing Tuesday and that mora suits 
are ex~ctOd to arrive ol"' transport planes in the next few days. 

An Air Force aer;eant stationed in Saudi Arabia the past nine 
months, went as far as calling a news organization in the United 
States to voi~• his ~mplaint. 

''1 was JUSt fed up with the bureau~racy,'' the sergeant said 
Monday. ''Why should my guys be left naked.'' 

The -r;eant was identified in a U.S. wire s&rvice report bt1t 
Pentagon pool ground rules prohibit the use of his name in pool 
di&p•t~hes from Saudi Arabia. 

In brief interviews with a dozen men stationed here as part of a 
US Military training operations, JUSt one said he had ~hemical gear, 

''I scrounged it up by cutting a deal,'' the Air Force sergeant 
••id. 

The ••r;want who ~alled the states to complain said there are 
about 1ee US military personnel stationed at the training mission, 
~ith mo•t of them being Air For~• personnel. The men col"'duct 
cra:lntn; with the Saudi mi1it~ry and also provide security, 
::OmlllicetiQYis and other logist i~al suppol"'t to a. small US l:'ompot.~nd on 
a Saudi air base. 

''1 don't have a suit. I don't have a gas mask. I don't have any 
~f it,•• an Army sergeant said when asked whether he had the 
;,rotect l ve gear, 

Both Saudi and American o~~icials have said they do~bted Iraq 
, •• the ~•pability to suc~:"essfully use chemical weapons against the 
~irbase. Iraq's missile• are r•ot ~onsidered very aeeurat• at long 
1istances, and the United States has deployed missle-killing 
>atriot missile systems at st~ate;ic areas as a pre~aution. Also, 
Ur Force off:leialtr. have predicted US or s.utd:l fighters could 
lnte~eept any Iraqi planes that tried to cross into Saudi territory. 

Sratton and the other men interviewed said they believed those 
1ssertiontr. but still would ~eel more comfortable with the chemical 
1ear. 

''It's as much peycholog:teal as anything,'' said one of the men, 
'"Air Force master s•rgeant. ''We sea everybody else with them and 
'ear everything being said about IraQ's gas and chemicals but we 
]et nothing.'' 

The men said they have requested chemical gear several times and 
~ere told it was coming in from the Unttad States. 

On• said he was told gear for the mun statiol"!&d here f\tll time 
4AS aboa~d a C-130 transport plane that arrived at their airbase 
~onday. But when he went the plane, the man said he was told the 
:hemical •uit• and gear alreoady had been offloaded and takam 
somewhere. 

·•somewhere, but not here, not for us,'' he said. 

--30--
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Somewhere in Saudi Al-abia- lt•aqi Presid~rd: Saddam Hussein 
_,,. moved surfac:e-·to-surfac:e Sc:ud missiles into occupied 
Await, increaliiing t.he th~'>aat of a c:het~tical weapoms attack, a 
.• ud i commander said Tuesday. 

"We knc:lw that he did move rnill'ii;;ilell to Kuwsi t," Brig. Gen. 
•rfd Bin Na~aser, a S:lludi. ba:;;; co~t~mand~'<'f', said at l!l pre!\!!! 
mferem::e. 

Asked if the 111issiloes it'tC:rti>ilil&d th .. threat. of a chemical. 
'BP•""'=' attack, h& said, ''I think hii has the abil.it:y and he 
t!il ths t>Ui!lilt15 of delivering ch&llli cal wsaponl!i and we are 1•ell 
a I. ned for it. " 

"Ycu e><pec:t anything from this guy," the genaral t~aid. 
He li31id he balievt!!d Iraq began putting f.he misiles into 

:wait the first waek it invaded that country, Aug 2. Iraq 
tlitr am1exed Kuw•i t: • 

• lane 'e in London reportlii!d Glllrl.i.,r that. Iraq has Moved 36 
the Soviet-made Scud missil-efl int<:) I(Ywid.t. b1.1t TYrk.i 11aid he 

d not know how many hrad been moved to f\uwait. 
The llliiilsile has a range of 300 miles; enough to hit 

.ahran i"nd ot.her· o:;itieu on Saudi At•abil\'lil East c:cast. 
But Tw·ki said liit: an eat•lier preills confeP"et\c:e that the 

sl!li1· re sc inat:c~<r:!lte th .. y W!!ill""' ~iksly to limd in th .. 
.,,,. ;,htt Persian Gulf • 

... ;, 1 d Tu .. !ilday that U.S. and S•ud i Forces havso dafen'IU!''~~ 

.:. .L the S~:uds, im:luding U.S. Pat,..tot anti--missiles 
ready in place Saudi Arabia. 

Tul"ki lilaid f1e believed Saddam wa1i di.gging in dG~femsively 
Kuwait fat" tlOlv but !ilaid the Iraqi president cculd 

::~nsolitlate and thart he can turn it. i.ntc an offensive 
nYa$iOnl very F~st.'' 

"He's ul\predic:table," thw ganeral said. "You h:ave to be 
.;,dy for anything he doe-s." 

Turk i also said Saudi plat1e.,; l~:~ek WtlapQI'IS radar onto l r111q i 
mali aJ.mr.~st. evet•y day near the S;a .. di. boP"der l!Htd said tf11!i 
•qi planes turn away. 

"Thwre is always this c:;;o.t ;mtl mou<IU!! type thing em the 
··der," he -eaid. "Wa &ee thi!!m, lock 011 them and they just 
·n b>.u;k and go. Thllly' II& dons it mora than once." 

H,. said the Iraq ;.;md SaLSdi plane~ .. coma 1"l.t.hi11 30 to 40 
Les of' eachothaP" but &aid t.h6! Saudi plar~es f'ly no closer 
'-'' 20 to 30 miles ft'om th .. borde!' with Iraq •md 1\uwai t:. 

Tha general said that Sadd;;om hauo tanks, SAM anti-aircraft 
'"•illll sites, radar, armour and oth01r .. q,Jipmetot near t.he 
•oil: bordC!I". 

Furthlilr 1 Turld said, "He is lllalising ac:re111115 the Kuwaiti 
,•ches a lot cf defetHHl stuff." 

"I belill.'ve he ie Ml<pecting the Navy tg gc there or 
n>'!th i ng. 11 -
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SAUDI ARABI~ _ T~ops stationed her. before the Iraqi invasion 

of Ku~alt are complaining that thay have not been issued suits 
designed to protect against chemical weapons. 

''All these guys coming in here get ;ask• masks and the suits 
but we gat nothing,'' an Air Force airman said Monday night. '"They 
are treating u• a• if we don't count.•• 

~ spokesman for military, how.ver, said the shortage was 
di•~u•••d at a command staff briefing Tuesday and that more suits 
are e><pe~ed to arrive on transport plane• in the ne><t few days. 

An Air Force sergeant stationed in Saudi Arabia the past nine 
month•, went •• far as calling a na.s organization in the United 
States to voice his complaint. 

··r was JU8t fed up with the bureaucracy,'' the sergeant said 
~onday, ''Why should my guys be left naked.'' 

The aergeant was identified in a U.S. wire service report b•~t 

Pentagon pool ground rules prohibit the use of his name in pool 
di.apatchas ~~ Saudi AraDia. 

In brief interviews with a dozen men stationed here aa part of a 
US Military training operations, JU&t one said he had chemical gear. 

"l scrounged it LIP by cutting a deal," the Air Foree sergeant 
said. 

The aergeant who called the state§ to complain said there are • 
about 12e US military personnel stationed at the training mission, 
with most of them being Air Foree personnel. The men conduct 
training with the Saudi military and also provide security, 
commi.cations and other logistical support to a small US compound on 
a Saudi air baae. 

''I don't nave a suit. I don't have a gas mask. I don't have any 
of it,•• an Army sergeant said when aaked whether he had the 
protective gear. 

Both Saudi and ~merican officials have said they doubted Iraq 
has the capability to succesafully use chemical ~eapons against the 
airbase. Iraq's miaailes are not considered very aecurate.at long 
distances, and the United States ha• deployed miasle-killing 
Patriot missile syatema at strategic areas aa a precaution. Also, 
Air Force offieiala have predicted US or Saudi fighters could 
intercept any Iraqi planes that triad to eross into Saudi territory. 

Bratton and the other men interviewed said they believed those 
assertions but still would feel more comfortable with the chemical 
gear. 

'"It'• as much psychological as enythin;,•• said one of the men, 
an ~ir Force maator sergeant. ••we see everybody elae with them and 
near •ve~y~hing b•ing •aid about I~aq>s ga• and enemieals but we 
;•' nothing. t' 

Tne men said they have requ .. ted chemical gear several times and 
~ere told it was coming in from the United States. 

One said he was told gear for the men atationed here full time 
waa aboard a C-l3e tran•port plane that arrived at their airbase 
Monday. But when he went the plane, tn• man •aid he waa told tha 
ehemteal suit• and gear already had been of~loaded and taken 
somewh•l"&· 

••some-nero, but not here, not for us,•• he said. 

--31ll--
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SAUDI ARABIA -- Fcur cr f1ve days aft•r Iraq1 troops 
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to the Kuwait1 paoplet a satellite wo~tld pass over K~.twllit City 

that evening at mtdnight and photograph the city. ~11 Kuwaitis 

The WOI"d Bj:ll"&ad q~lic:kly, lly Midnight, the WMOle City 

Arabic e.nd English I "NO TO SADPAM!" al'ld "KUWAIT FOR US, NOT FOR 

THE I RAG IS!" and "WE DIE ANI) KUWAIT LIVES!" The •logans were 

written 1n three-foot-high letters that the Kuwait is wi!Wit su!"tt 

would be large enough to be read from the sky. 

since escaped to Saudi Arabia and described the event to a 

reporter. Iraq1 acldiers, a~.~rrol.tnded by thunde!"ous shoutt of 

"Allan F\kbar!" fro::•m all ovel" the c:tty, nervously shot bursts of 

automatic-weapons fire into the ail". 

Westerl'l diploMats here say they nave gotten stmila!" 

reports abcn~t the dame1'1fltration. Says one officil.lll "Something 

big happened that l'llght.• 
I 

worked with the.resistanc:e movement durin; the week after the 
I 

invasion, also described Iraq's almo~t-comical attempts to create 

the fiet1on that K•;wa1 tis support Iraq' • oc:cupat iol'l of their 

count ~"Y• 
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On Sunday, August ~. Iraqi T.V. showed the world what it 

said were members of Kuwait's new, pro-Iraqi government. As 

music played in the background, the new Kuwaiti ministers ware 

pictured shaking hands with Saddam Hussein at a meeting the day 

before in Baghdad. According to a narrator, they were thanking 

Saddam for coming to Kuwait's assistance. 

''We had to laugh, really,'' says Nawal. 

some of these people. " 

Her husband Hussein eKplains that he want to high school 

with two of the men the Iraqis claimed were now ministers in the 

new government• Naser al Mar.del, the Minister of Education, and 

Fadel al Watheke, the Minister of Information. 

Hussein said that both men were actually lieutenants in 

the Kuwait Navy and had been arrested by Iraq along with other 

Kuwaiti officers at a Navy base on the day of the invasion. 

''When you looked at their faces,'' he says of the Iraqi 

footage of his friends, ''they looked like someone was holding a 

machine gun on them •• ,,Thay were not traitors, I know them vary 

well. They never would cheat their country," 
I 

Th i a ostensible new govern1nent or Kuwait has not been 

heard from since the Iraqi broadcast. The Iraqis have simply 

been unable to find any Kuwaitis, even among the political 

opposition, who are willing to taka the reins of power from 

!old dam ,..~lB!I!1 n. 
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Like many Kuwaiti refugees, Hussein and Nawal are 

surprisingly philosophical about the los• of their country. 

Kuwaitis often gather hare in informal meetings, or Diwaniyy~. 

Many of them tell lighthearted, almost affectionately teasing, 

stories about the Ira~i invaders. 

"You see us like this, Joking and laughing,'' says 

"B1.1t yo•.1 ean• t see inside my heart. It's breaking, 

really. ~t night, we can't believe what's happened to us. Every 

day I think maybe I should go back,'' 

Describing the aftermath of the invasion, Hussein said 

that the Kuwaiti army and pol ic11 had passed o1.1t waapons tc• tha 

public the first day. "Everyone has one or two machine guns. 

The problem is about the bullets," he says. 

In addition to describing occasional aets of viol11nce 

against Iraqi solider•, Hussein said he had witn11ssed what 

appeared to b11 an 11ffort to intimidate collaborators. 

Iraqi soldiers are widely reported to be poorly supplied, 

relying on civlllane in Kuwait for food and water. One aft11rnoon 

ab0~1t few days after thll invasion, Hussein saw a truelor.load of 
I 

Iraqi soldiers pull up to a house near his own, ~ couple of the 

soldiers went insidll. A car with two Kuwaitis pulled up. One of 

the Kuwaitis drew a pistol, shot several soldiers, and the ear 

pulled away, 

Also in the first week after the invasion, Hussein says, 
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) 
~ • compiled a lt•t of name• and addre•ses of Kuwaiti army offi=ers 
' 
) and wa• rounding them up. ~esistanca members went around the 

The resi•tance also dealt with more-mundane ta•ks -- like 

taking ':out the fil&rbage. Traah collect ion in Kuwait City stopped 

after the invasion, eMplains Hussein, and re•i•tance member• 

feared that the acc•Jmulating refuse would breed disease. They 

Many of Iraq'• •oldiers were lesa fearsome than they were 

bedraggled, •ay Hussein and Nawal. They •ometlmea saw Iraqis 

wearing the uniforms of Kuwaiti police or fireman-- not to 

disguise themselve• but be=au•e their own uniforms were falling 

but alao stolen chairs, so¥••• refrigerators, ovens and other 

dealer•hips. In one ca•e, •ays Hussein, Iraqis set fire to 

thousands of Toyotas1 Chevies and GM cars at a huge dealership 

known as the Al-Ganim Company, in Shwaik. 

I 

And yet many Iraqis are treating Kuwaitis with respect, 

says Hussein, ~e told a story about five Kuwaiti soldiers he 

knows who were arrested by the Iraqis and detained in a villa 

~ear the Gulf,. Every day, a differ,nt officer an~ guard snowed 

~~ up •~d demanded to know whether the five m•n were SQldiers or 
Jtl1 
•It! 

c::iviltana, Th•y all said they were =ivilians, Then why were 
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They said they didn't kn~w. 

• Tney were·provided with food and given a stolen televiaicn and a 

VCR with a single tape to help them· pass the time. 

~fter si~ days, the officer who had come to queation that 

morning said they ~ould l11uwe, Ho:•w? they asked! they were a long 

way from town, The C<ff'icer l"lOdded, went away, and rllhtrned with 

a new Kuwaiti Army car, which he said they could keep. The five 

astonished scldiel"tl piled in and dro:;.ve of'f', They saw H>Jssein 

later that day and told him the story, 

In~idents like that make the h•aq1 inv.aair.m seem almost 

like a ghaz:u, the traditional Arabian camel-rustling raid in 

which women were always treated with respect and relatively few 

over. 

That is one reason why Nawal'• mother reacted as she did 

escaped f'rom Kuw•it foul" dilys earlier but had t::leen •Jnable to link 

'JP with his sister and mothel" until then. They had not known 

whether he was safe. He said hello to th&m all and rushed off to 

the lobby to round up his children, 

I 

Nawal's mother sat on the bed crying. Finally she stood 

>Jp, m~mbled something in Arabie to a vit~itor, touehad one hand to 

her che•t, anc:t left the room. Nawal translated! "My heart," her 

m.:.ther had said, "I want to ••• my scm. " 

P.2 • 
• 
• 
• 
• 4. 

• 
( 

• 
• 

• 
• 
« 
I 

« 

f 

1 
( 



THIS IS PENTAGON POOL REPORT 
COPELAND, SCRIPPS HOWARD NEWS 
ANGICLIS 'l'IMIS. 

DoD NATIONAL MEOLA POOL 
REPORT 90·1-54 
RELEASED BY OASD(PA) AT 'f.'oc.; /'-~<~. 

:& ~ .. ~.~ 0 1990. 

WIITT!N AND FILED BY PETER 
SERVICE, AND MICHAEL ROSS, LOS. 

Saudi Arabia - when Defense secretary Dick Cheney came to see 
u.s. troops here, hia saudi host get the cold shoulder -
literally. 
Turki bin Nasser, net only a Saudi brigadier general but also a 
royal prince, greeted Cheney sunday and took him to see u.s. 
troops en the sweltering flight line of the base Prince Turki 
couands. 
But in the crush of American reporters trying to get close to 
Cheney while he spoke to the troops, Turki was jostled aside. At 
one point, a Cheney bodyguard pushed Turki with a stiff forearm. 
The general turned and got on his bua. 
While both sides called the incident a misunderstanding, there 
was concern it was a sign of things to come as two very di~ferent 
cultures rub shoulders. 
Both sides are on their beat behavior now - the American Gla are 
getting "cultural sensitivity" briefings that would make Miss 
Manners proud - but some worry that the misunderstandings could 
multiply the longer u.s. troops are here. 
"It depends on whether we are here for three months or three . 
years. Up to now, most Americans haven't seen a Saudi and most 
Saudis haven't seen an American,• said a Western diplomat. 
"Obviously that's not going to be sustainable if they stay here a 
long time, especially given the American military's propensity to 
replicate Subic Bay wherever it goes," the diplomat said. "Thil 
isnot going to be an easy place to turn into a Bangkok." 
Rest and relaxation for the American troops is not a major 
concern in the first weeks of this massive deployment, but eoon 
soldiers are going to be thirsty in a country that's dry in more 
waya than one. And they are qoinq to be looking for company in a 
place where women are veiled and segregated from men. 
"As long as it is Saudi rest and relaxation, that il fine,• sal.d 
a senior Saudi official. "If they want American rest and 
relaxation, perhaps they will have to look for it somewhere 
else." 
The iaaue of women soldiers is raised often by both sides because 
Saudi women are not allowed to show their hair, aces or figures 
in public or drive cars. 
American commanders say they won't limit the use of women troops, 
although some women soldiers have been told not to drive in 
public areas - and not to drive at all unless they are in full 
uniform with their heada covered. 
saudi airmen work alongside ~emale American radar operators in 
what u.s. commanders proudly describe as the ''fully 
integrated'' flight crews aboard u.s. AWACS. The Saudis, 
however, do nor reciprocate! their AWACS planes are for men only. 
While such differences can probably be finesaed, Western 
diplomat& say that in the long run, the American presence could 
become a catalyst for deeply unsettling social changes in saudi 
Arabia. 



~--·---=~---------------------------------------

Since the oil boom of the 1970s, Saudi society has been divided 
between the conservative Islamic majority and the Western
educated, •modernizin9" elite. 
The presence of thousands of Americans could drive a wedge 
between the two groups, according to diplomats from several 
Western countries. 
"Once this is all over, there will be a battle,~ said one 
diplomat. "The modernizers are feeling pretty good now, but the 
liberals are a very thin veneer on the conservative majority." 
Iraq's Aug, 2 invasion of Kuwait united the two groups. Iraq 
threatened saudi oil fields - the source of power for the 
modernizers - and the whole structure of society, including the 
royal family and reli9ious hierarchy. 
So far, the conservative religious leaders have backed the 
American deployment, calling it a necessary measure in the short 
term. 
"My impression is that the Saudis generally think this is a good 
idea- now,• said a western diplomat here. 
"Having tens of thousands of Americans here for a long time is 
going to be a problem," the diplomat said. 
"Every 111ember of the royal family has a part of hh brain that 
says I wish there were an easy solution,• the diplomat aaid, 
"Half of them are worried the Americans won't stay long enough 
and half are worried they'll stay too long," the diplomat said. 
"Sometimes the same individual worrie1 about both." 
Much depends on how long the u.s. troops are here, and that 
depends on Iraq's saddam Hussein. 
"The realistic Saudis think it is going to be a long grind. The 
Americans are digging in1 the lraqis are digging in," the 
diplomat said. *Maybe with enough pressure something inside traq 
or inside Saddam Hussein's head will give. 
"The wishful thouqht is that the Americans will take out Saddam 
Husaein,• he aaid," 
For now, relations between the Saudis and the Americans are 
better than ever, and both sides expect long-awaited 
Congressional approval for more arms sale& to Saudi Arabia. 
As a diplomat here said, "There is a honeymoon going on in 
American-Saudi relations." 
But like in any new marriage, getting to know each other can be 
rough at times. 
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This pool report was written by Frank Aukofer of The ~ilwaukee 
Journal, with Peter Copeland of Scripps Howard and Michael Rosa 
of the Los Angeles Times. 

Eastern saudi Arabia-The food has improved somewhat at a former 
saudi air defense installation in the desert here, but OS Army 
Airborne troops still are not fond of saudi Arabian cooking. 

And newly-arrived women truck drivers said they been told, to 
their disappointment, that they will not be able to do their 
jobs. It is against the law for women to drive in saudi Arabia. 

But military commanders said the concerns were unfounded. They 
said any women drivers, in uniform, would be allowed to drive 
anywhere. 

Some of the troops here complained of diarrhea and other intes
tinal problems. Though they worry that food poisoning is the cul
prit, doctors at the medical facility say the problems have been 
caused mostly by the desert heat and the change in environment. 

This encampment, in a hot, windy desert area near a Saudi air 
base, was the first place members of the Pentagon press pool vis
ited after they arrived here Aug. 13 to report on the massive us 
military buildup following Iraq's invasion of Kuwait. · 

At that time, many of the troops were complaining about the 
sanitary facilities and the food, provided by Saudi Arabians un
der contract with the us military. They were fed Hardee's beef 
sandwiches the first few days, then the diet went to bread, wa
ter, beans and fruit. 

Since then, the quality of the food has improved somewhat, the 
soldiers say, but many still don't like it because it's different 
from what they're used to. 

"You can get enough to eat. It's just that BOllle of the quys are 
scared to eat some of it," said a 21-year-old Poplarville, Miss., 
private manninq a machine qun on the roof of a building. 

"After the first couple of days," said a 30-year-old sergeant 
trom Needles, Calif., "you'll never say anything bad about MREs 
(field rations) aqain." 

At first, the machine gunner said, breakfast consisted of 
bread, butter and cheese, "and you couldn't eat the cheese." In 
the last several days, he said, the troops were qetting dry cere
al and hard-cooked eqqa. 

"There's a lot of rice," he said. "It's there just about every 
meal except breakfast. There's not a lot of meat, and there was 
no meat for breakfast." 

The men sleep in tents, but the women, many of them newly-ar-
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~~SPltQ ~n~ res~ri~~lQns o~ eovera~e, ~n6 ~ool •emo~ra her~--~~!:~~ 

~~~~• wnc e~uer~d ~n• P~nam~ inv~slon--h~v• ~-Q w1ae-ran91ng a~c•~s ~o Mos~ o~ 
~~~~ ~n~y wa~~ea ~o •a• ~no r••or~ on hQre. kowe~~~, tn~r• n6v~ 08~n occiZlOna~ 
~~nl31~. 3uch as • r~que~~ cw ~h• ~ool ~o vi~l~ militiry uni~s ~~o~as~ to ~na 
<u.•,r.at 1: oord.e:,. .. 

Tna aili~~~w public aff~lr$ •taff, unge~ Navw Cap~. M1K~ ~~•~•~n. work 
~~~ ~n• pool~~ requ••~~ ~ith uni~ commanoe,.s. Sherm•n saiQ n:~ o~•~at1an w~~ 
~u~onomous and axerCi$ed 1~s own JUc9men~, wi~n ~otnini ruled o~~-ilMl~! b~ ~ne 
i>an-ragon, 

1'We're trying to fina as mu~h to cover as ~• c~n hQre,~~ Sherman $~lo .. 
·~•'re trw1n9 'o oal6n~~ i-r ~o tnare'g covera9rof all -rne $eru1c••· Wa'ra ilso 
~r~in; ~o r•s~o~e ~o ~equas~s from ~Ma ~•ws or9ani:~tion5.•~ 

~or ex~ropla, ~s ~oon ~~ o~~ o~ ~he ~~~if of~i~•~~ l•~rned ~~a~ ~ ?i~rio~ 
~"i'd.-i!;J.la oa~'tar~ n.&d O•lin ;;c't up, he 'tOlQ the pool milrtH:><i:rs !lbOu"t i "t. 'tt"'Hi:Y iiSKeQ 
~o ~o ~no Me ~ook ~nem. 

Otnar Journ~li~'t$ arr1vin9 over ~h~ l~~t iour d~ws. xneludini ~ne 
~~~wo~k$, n~ve M•a ~o a;re~ to ~ne ~•me res~~l.C~ion~ a~ ~ne Pool r~por~~~s 1~ 
~"•Y cover mlll~ar~ tn~~41latzons ~na OPQr~~ions. Excep' ~ar isolatao 
vtola~J.ans. ~hey nav• ~o~~ly done so, ~~Q M~n~ of ~heM ~r~ aoin9 ~h~ ~am~ 
z~orie~ ~tlea o~ Pool r~porte~z ~nd broaaca~~~r• l~s~ w&~M. 

!ne1~d•O 1n ~ p~cke;e o~ e!l-Pln9S in ~n• m1l1t~~~ ~r~s~ cQnta~ ~ne 
~~n~r o•~ wa5 a pa9& one Chicsqo Tri~u~e s~or~ d•~cribi~9 thQ ~cene ~~r*4 Th~r6 
•J•~ no~hi~~ in 1t ~hat ~ao no~ ~e~n cov6red o~ pool rQ~o~~ers l~s~ week. ~omGone 
~•~ 3~ribcl•d aero$~ tne ~o~J ~ae~~•r ~n3n ~o~n1n;?·' 

iven~~ PU~ on c~ S!uai A~~01~n governm~nt o~~1c1al~ ~nc ~~slne~~men for 
~ne ~ool r~por~ers and o~ner~ nave net D6en ~~oj~c~~d to re~~rlct:ons o~n•r ~nan 
~~~ gutaeiine~ re~tr1cting rQpor~i~9 ~f mili~arw OPe~a~lons. 
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Eastern Saudi Arabia - A reporter asked the 23-year~old para
trooper if he knew why be was in Saudi Arabia. 

"'l'his is an economic war, pure and simple," said the second 
lieutenant, who said he bad been an economies major in colleqe. 

"We're here because of oil. our allies actually need the Saudi 
oil more than we do, but we're the ones who are qoinq to have to 
protect it." 

Then the younq officer launched into a five minute analysis of 
the world economy, the interdependence of monetary systems, and 
such things as the effect of fluctuating oil prices on stock mar
kets. 

A 24-year-old private, a tank qunner from New York City, stood 
and listened quietly. When the reporter turned to him, he 
shruqged and said: 

11 It would have been a lot simpler if you'd asked me. I would 
have said 'oil. 1 " 

Amonq the troops here, that is the response most often heard 
when they are asked it they know why they miqht be asked to fight 
and die aqainst Iraqi troops in the desert. 

When the question is asked, the sophistication of the respons
es appears to mirror what you might find in the qeneral popula
tion. 

Officers, non-coms, doctors, and soldiers who ordinarily keep 
up on current events can qive quite detailed replies. Teenagers 
and other younq people who pay little attention to such things 
usually don't have much to say. They rely on talk and rumors from 
their comrades. 

A 19-year-old woman private first class, newly arrived from 
North Carolina, looked back blankly when a reporter asked her why 
she was in saudi Arabia. 

"I don't really know," she said. "I just drive a truck." 
She is Airborne qualified, has jumped out of airplanes and 

said she had been on exercises in Central America. 
Her partner, a 20-year-old woman truck driver from Texas, 

said: "I'm not sure what we're defending. It's just to help Sau
di Arabia aqainst Iran and Iraq. We're here for their protection 
as well as ours." 

A dispatcher, a 20-year-old Michigan woman said simply, "Saudi 
Arabia wants our protection." 

There is a hunqer for news here, however, thouqh most field 
commanders reportedly have been briefinq their troops on the mil
itary situation, they have had little news from home or about the 
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world situation. 
A 22-year-old sarqeant from Chicaqo said he was hoping a PX 

would open so he could buy a short-wave radio to keep up on what 
was qoinq on. 

Some reporters who qo out in the field bring stacks of En
qlish-lanquaqe saudi Arabian newapapers with them to distribute 
to the troops, 

There's also a yearninq among families back in the United 
States for more specific news about what's happeninq to their 
sons, dauqhters, husbands and wives here. 

Defense Department restrictions forbid publishing of names of 
anyone but commanders, both as a protection against terrorism and 
to prevent harassment of families in the United States. 

To get around that, commanders have come up with other commu
nications methods. Col. John McBroom, commander of the 1st Tacti
cal Air Wing, had his photographers take 500 slides of members of 
his winq deploying here. Then he made a tape describing what was 
going on. 

The slides were shown and the tape plafed for the troops' fam-
ilies back at Langley Air Force Sase in V~rginia. · 

some of the younq people here have a knack for reducing the 
situation to its basics. 

"We need the Saudi oil, and now the Saudis need us," said a 
22-year-old paratrooper. 

Another soldier told John Ydstie of National Public Radio, in 
a comment that was widely circulated among journalists: 

"I'm here to defend my materialistic way of life. I like my 
lifestyle." 
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Saudi Arabia _ Kuwaitis Who fled their nation are forMing 
a liberation army to lead any military effort to for~• out Iraqi 
~upation fo~, Kuwait's c~n prin~ said today. 

••w. will be reorganizing, rearMing, re-equipping with necessary 
arms to take part as an adva~ team in liberating our ~ountry,'' 
Prine. laad Abdullah al Sab&h said. ··w. Kuwaitis will never submit 
or surrender to threats or to aggression or to occupation.'' 

Pri~ Abdullah, the No. a official in the ousted Kuwaiti 
governMent, met with reporters at a hotel where he and other 
Kuwaiti officials have set up temporary headquarters. 

Abdullah declared that ''the Kuwaiti government is alive and 
well'' and implored world leaders to tighten the economic and 
political sanctions against Iraq, 

''We in Kuwait and our brothers in this vital part of the world, 
· ·arv fully convinc:-ed that it is quite l"'t'Ceseary that - should 
cooperate together and to fight and to struggle, by all means 
available to us to free Kuwait,•• he said. 

Abdullah said he was ~onvinced Iraq was planning to launch an 
attack on Saudi Arabia neKt in an effort to gain control of its oil 
and other riches. 

''The unJustifi.a and unlawful aggression has shown to all the 
world the real designs and the real eKpansionist ambitions of the 
Iraqi re;i_.,,, he .. id. 

Abdullah, flanked by other Kuwaiti officials, said •ome Kuwaitis 
who fled havw returned to their country to take part in a 
~istanee movement. Others, he said, were p~paring to take up 
·~ i~ ea .. a military ••sault is made to force the lraqilll out. 

''We will fight and fight and fight until we drive out the 
~aaressors from our ~ountry,•• he said. ··we will do ev•rything. W. 
are willing to saerifi~e everything, not only our money and our 
~unds but also our blood to lib•rat• our ~ountry. 1 ' 

Th• r-iatance MOVR-rrt, he •aid, • 'is growl ng day by cfay. I1: 
has b .. n escalating and will continue to escalate.•• 

Abdullah •~id two or three members ~f the al Sabah royal family 
had been ~rrested tn Kuwait. Oth•r Kuwaiti officials said the emir 
was in the hotel but would not meet with reporters. 

''He is too formal,'' said Ali Jaber al Sabah, a member of the 
royal family who serves •• marketing direetor for the, 
gover-nt aw~od Ku-it Petroleum Co. 

Jaber said the company is making arrangements to purchase about 
ase,eee barrel• of Saudi crude on a daily basis so that it can 
supply it• a•• stations in Europe. He said he alwo was negotiating 
with other Persian mul~ oil produeers. The oil operation is being 
run out of London. 

Jaber said Kuwaitis still in their eountry have reported that 
two pala~ ar• being u•ed •• ··c~ncentration camps'' for women and 
children arrested at demon•trations. 

''Thwy are beating the hell out of them,•• he said. 
Jaber said recent reports lndi~•t• food is g~ti~g ~·~ in 

Kuwait but that looting was not •• oommon as in th• cfaye 
immediately following the Aug, 2 inva•ion. 

• 'Una~ boys are -lkin; tf'le nei ghborhoodlll to deter loot in;,' • ........ _ - ... .: ... 
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SAUDI ARABIA _ Th• h•adlin• on th• mlm•o;rapned ~"•l•tt•r 
dw~lare•• ··s.erwtary o~ D•f~ .. Explains Why W• Ar• H•~~·• 

To ~•-n~ng~y A-.rican troops1 it t• JUSt what th•y hav• be•n 
begging fo~ _ ~ from tn• •tates on now th•t~ d•ploym•nt in Saudi 
Arabia has b••n r.c•iv.a and how long it will last. 

But ~••d•rs com• away di•appoint.a. 
·~Tn• •ituatton 1• very uncertain,•• Def•n .. Sec~tary Diek 

Ch~y is quot•d •• ••y~n;. ••we donYt knoM how long tt will last.•• 
The AMwrlean military buildup In Saudi Arabia •• tn• biggeat 

story in tn• United Stat•• the .. day• but most troops h~ ~now 
llttla about th• raaetion and d•v•lo~t• back ho.a. 

The troo~s •r• b•ing brief•d on Iraqi troop mov•ments in 
~upied Ku~ait, •~d hav• occa•io~1 opportunities to read Saudi 
-papsra. 

But most o~ th• thou••nd• of U.S. troops h~ hev• no ae~••• to 
Ameri~an publications or any tel~ision, so th•y tnc•ssently a•k 
qu~t1ons o~ vt•tting r•porters about the situation baek nome. 

••no tn• A~ioan peoRl• •ant us h•~?,, an Ar~y priv•t• ask.a 
during a d•aert ••c•re1s• this week. 

••t• P~ident 9uah saying we'll go to ••~?'' ask.O an Air Fo~ 
supply offieer. 

But "ot All c~ the queetions relate to the Military action. 
··~e the "-'• in firat?,'' wae what a newly arrived "arine from 

~ York wanted to know the oth•~ day. 
Iraq is tryi~; to ~ill the neNS void with radio broadea•t• 

SlilJII•"tTP\g that "''li 1• Almlricans a,....·,...,t..:'t ing Savdt oit ft•hl• .._.. 
''petrol emirs'' a~ ift th• Untt.a States and hav• ••enJoy-a•• the 
company of Anteric:an wo-.n. 

··I thou;ht it wa• pr•tty funny, a~tually1 '' said • mvmber of 
th• 82nd ~irborns Division w~o list•ned to th• broad~a•t •arll•r 
tht• w .. k. ·~tf that'• their id•• o~ psyehologie6l war~are 1 aon•t 
think we havw Mueh to •o~ry about.•• 

The Sa11di m•dia also nas had it• fair •hers of propaganda tn• 
Ptt;st two •••ks. 

L..oeal t •l•v i • 1 ot"t1 Wh ion ~•n be •-ft by some u. s. f ore•• •no are 
staying in hot•l• or in Saudi barracks, frSQu•ntly include• l•ngthy 
••a--nt• •hawing th• arrival and eM.rei••• of troops in the 
kingdom, with no fta~attcn b~t patriotic must~ booMing. 

And 8•udi oapers on a datly basis car~y dtspatehes ~~m a •t•t• pre•• a;ency d .. iQned to a••~r• th• publie that th• IraQi invasion 
o, Kuwait Mill not a~~•ct Saudi Arabia'• food auppli•s, eeo~cmy or 
..eurity. 

aut th• s~udi pao-r• a1•o hav. publiah~ numerou• •torlac 
written by wire services oo~eerning the Mlddl• East ~risia. 
A~ic:ans who 1 ive h•r• •ay th• loeal pres• n•v•r h•• tt-.n thi• 
op•n b•fo,..., 

There are slgns th• ti"Oops wi 11 bs gnUng 11ore a~.:••• to th• 
n.ws. 

Fo~ the first .,...k o# th• u.s. P~Sftl"'ee hw..-. th•r• Mere few 
att•mpts to a•t nf>M•oa~• 'o troop• in th• fi•ld. But in th• oa•t 
f•• days a daily ant.-.m ha• H•n ••~t to •oate camp•· 

•rtw~wy aet pas .. d around and read a;atn and &Qatn aftd again•'' a 
spok .. •an for tn• S2nd Airborn. said. ''They guys are hunQry for 
rte'WS. ''I 

A t•w isaues of Stars & Stripes alao hav• turnsd up tne pa•t few 
days, and 'h• small nswsl•tt•r that .:arrlsd th• di8paten about 
Ch•ney•s remarks is being publish•d at one Saudi airba .. wn•re u.s. 
forces are positioned. 

A mall syst~ alao is g•tting off th• ground thiS .-.~. 
''That will ttn&lly bring us~-- word on how o~r 'amilie• ar• 

~oing,'' a 10-y•ar paratrooper aaid. He said trocps -.r. not told 
•ueh about their miweion •v•" b•tor• they l•ft ''Beca~ .. t~ey don't 
want to up•et tha '••111••·•• 

A 20-y•ar old A~y driver says ne was told at a Driefi~g that 
u.s, troops wer. on ••• peao•k .. ping mi••'on.'' 

But he •aid h• kne. t~•r• was a good chanc• ~or eombat. 
How? 
''Tney is•ued liv• round• inst•ad of blanks.•• 
__ .,..._ 
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SAUti ARA!IA -- American soldiers holding their own ata1nst the 
desert sun, the blowing sand and even the threat or polson gas are 
te~inn1nr to confront a new enemy: boredom. 

The one complaint of American soldiers in Saudi Arabia 1s that 
there's noth1n~ to do. 

Troops aren't allowed out of military camps, there's no mingling 
w1th.~he local peop;e, no beer, no discos and a;most no entertainment. 

Personally, I d like to get out of here,' said a 21-year-old 
Army military policeman from Chicago, 

''There's nothing to do except write letters and sleep,'' said the 
MP, who worked four-hour shifts guarding the dusty entrance to the 19th· 
Airborne cor~s headquarters. 

''When I became an MP, I thought I'd be drivinG around housln~ 
projects, waving at kids and being Officer Friendly, •• he said, • Even 
the dumbest rook could ~o this." 

The vorst thing for many is not knowing when they can go home. 
''I've heard six months, one year. Today I heard Thanksgiving," the 
lanky MP said. 

The t':P, whose helmet read, "Dowhatchallke," had more reason than 
~ost to complain about his sudden tr1~ to Saudi Arabia: Ee was to be 
married on Saturday. 

Aske~ how his fiancee reacted to the news that be wasn't going to 
~ake the weddin~. he lau~bed and said, ''She was upset." · 

The MP's next big day is Sept. 2, his 22nd ~irthday. ''I'm going to 
drink some water and be standing at this gate, tryi!lf. to remember to 
celebrate it when I do get back, •• he said. 

What could the trass do to make life better? 
"~ PX. A PX that actually has things," the MP said. "I'd l:uy a 

radio, Junk fooi and Chapstick." 
Surely there must re something good about being here? 
''It doesn't rain," he replied. ''I bate rain," 
Commanders say they're aware of tbe boredom and plan to increase 

training and maneuvers as thP. troops get settled, Just about everyone, 
for example, has brushed up on chemical warfare skills. 

The mil\tAry is working to get mall from home delivered, and some 
command~r! --,t news clips from local Engl1sh-lan€ua~e papers. Some 
camps ha\ ~11 libraries, and others have videos. 

The fu .• red card ~arne seems to be spades. A few soldiers trou~ht 
footballs and soccer balls, but it's been too hot to play. 

Sometimes the spare time leads to creativity. One hangar was 
iecorated with a ~poor on the missing child milk cartons. A water 
tottle had a picture of Iraqi President Saddam Hussein and the message: 
''Rave you seen this child? If found, shoot between the eras. Phone 
~bite House for reward.'' 

The level of boredom varies vith the J~b. Crew members of AWACS 
radar ~lanes, for example, are too busy to be bored. 

''You train forever, but this is real," said a 3~-year-old 
technical sergeant from New York. "we're cl:i.ampinr at the l:1 t." 

one reason some soldiers might feel tored after two weeks here ls 
that they're coming off the high of a ra~id deployment into unknown 
'\anger. 

''There were some scared ~eople coming over here, including this 
)1~ master ser~eant," said an Air Force veteran of Vietnam. 

''~ow the kids see it's normal, and the~ start worrying about 
;tupid thin£s," he said. 
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SAUDI ARABIA _ Am.riean tank-killing AH-64 Apache nelicopte~ 
are flying ~issions near the Saudi-Kuwait boreer, ~arrylng 

additional air-defen .. systems inetalled before the choppers were 
deployed in Saudi Arabia, Army offi~ere said Friday, 

Even more advancwd syeteme deeigned to dete~t and defend the 
choppers against enemy fire are eHpeeted to b• brought into Saudi 
Arabia for front-line units, the officer• eaid. 

''They were upgraded to ~ten what they've Ciraqi forces> got,•• 
aaid an Apache pilot with the 101st Airborne Division 
cAir-aseault>'• aviation brigade. 

Several Apache pilots and eo-pilot& interviewed Friday said they 
nave been on miaaions to the border area. One offieer said frequent 
Xraqi troop movements have kept u.s. forces ''loeked, loaded and 
ready'' even though an Iraqi invaeion of Saudi Arabia is not 
eonaidered imminent, 

''They mov• around ao mu~n you ean•t alway• be sure right away 
what they're up to,•• the offieer said. ''So you stay ready.'' 

A small group of reporters visited the brigade Friday at its 
base in the Saudi d .. ert, within range of Iraqi forees JU&t over 
the border in oeeupied Kuwait. It was the first time the 101st had 
ellow&d reporters into its baee eamp, wnien ie expanding by the day 
as mere man, equipment and euppliea arrive here, and would be used 
as & staging facility for forward repair and refueling bases in the 
evwnt of eomba t. 

Ground rul .. for the Pentagon pool operation prohibit the 
disclosure of the camp's location. Most detailS of the Rpacne 
defense systems are classified, but they are deeigned to destroy 
approaching enemy fire or to eonfuee guidanee syeteme. 

The Apaches, wtth Hellfire missile• and multiple rocket pods, 
are the military's main weapon against Iraqi tank•• They are 
designed for combat in both night and day, and nave plans to work 
In cOnJunction wit~ Air Foree A-10 air-to-ground support, 

During a display Friday for the JOUrneliets, two Apaches flew 
north over the Saudi desert, hugging the ground and at times hiding 
behind sand dunes. The reporters watched from a Blackhawk 
neli.,opter. 

Col. Tom Garrett, the brigade commander, sa>d the division i• 
receiving·conetant updates on Iraqi troop and tank movem.nts and 
could qui~kly respond to an incursion into Saudi Arabia. 

··we•vv been told we should get a 6- to &-hour heads up when 
that start moving around but we can be ready pretty fast if need 
be,•• Garrett said. 

··we•re not worried about It,•• he said of the Iraqi tank 
threat. ''W. are loeked and loaded and ready to go.•• 

several Apache pilots interviewed said the missions uP to the 
Kuwait-Saudi border were to get familiar with flying conditions and 

---·th-e te .. r&h~ be~-·-
··we can take out eel tank• easy in about two hours,•• said ~t. 

Col. Diek Cody, commander of an Apache battalion. ''It'• a 
Ctaetieal) fighters dream out here.•• 

The Qpaenes are equipped with state of t"- art radar and other 
seanning syste~•• and the weapons uee laser and computer-controlled 
guidance systems. 

The Hellfire never has been used in combat but Garrett said it 
has pvrforMed well in training missions. ~iva-fire training is 
planned for the Saudi desert in the near future, he said. 

The Apaeh .. , because of their anti-tank ~apebilities, were among 
the earliest arrival• in Saudi Rrabia. 

Their •ngi~ are being flushed daily because of sand inge•tion, 
but a&rrett and several pilots said they had eKperienced few 
weather-related problems. 

··w.•ve got two enemies out here,•• Garrett eaid. ''One is the 
environment. The other is the Iraqis.•• 

RP•WX-08-24-90 8880EDT< 
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Saudi Arabia-We are hovering 50 teet over the desert floor, 
ready to see how our Apache helicopters will obliterate any Iraqi 
tanks foolish enouqb to cross the border with Kuwait. 

It is eerily cool and quiet, especially considering the tact 
that we are sittinq in a Blackhawk troop-carrying helicopter with 
all its doors open to the desert heat. 

This is a place in the Saudi Arabian desert that looks like 
something out of "Lawrence of Arabia." There are giant, briqht 
beige sand dunes everywhere, and a palm-fringed oasis off to the 
riqht. Earlier, we saw camels. 

It is rriday morning, and we are the first American journalists 
to visit this forward unit of the lOlst Airborne Division's air 
assault brigade out of Ft. Campbell, Ky., the ones who call them
selves "Wings of Destiny." 

This is the springboard unit, the soldiers who will qo into 
battle first if shooting starts with the Iraqi forces in Kuwait. 
They are our tank killers, and they have already flown their 
wicked machines to the border-an easy trip, they say. 

They fly the Apache helicopter, which is the junkyard -doq of 
the Army's chopper fleet. There is no more vicious helicopter 
anywhere in the world, and these folks plainly know how to use 
them. 

Aside from the enqine roar and the whup-whupping of our chop
per's blades against the dry desert air, the only sounds throuqh 
the headsets are those of our pilot and the pilots of the two 
Apaches hovering off in the distance. Against the desert bleak
ness, they look like tiny dragonflies. But they are anything but 
harmless. 

The lead pilot is Lt. Col. Dick Cody of Montpelier, Vt., 40 
years old and as confident as modern technology and training can 
uke a man • 

"We can burt 'ea," he tells us later. "We can hurt 'ea bact. 
They'll be toast." 

Cody is the commander of the Apache battalion, His choppers are 
loaded with super-secret computerized equipment to find and de
stroy enemy tanka, day or night. And the open desert is a partic
ularly good place for their deadly work. 

Right now, the Apaches are carryinq eiqht laser•quided Hellfire 
missiles, along with two pods that hold 19 rockets each and 1,200 
rounds of 30-millimeter ammunition for the chain gun. 

::;,,-,.-:::: .~ .. "\. 
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"We could take out 200 tanks, easy, in about two houra," Cody 
says of his unit. "In the desert, they can run, but they can't 
hide. We have systema so if they hunker down in the sand, they're 
hotter than the sand so we can see them. It's a tac (tactical) 
pilot's dream out here.• 

But Cody is not alone in his confidence. The platoon of young 
men who loaded the Hellfires in the shimmering heat on the air• 
strip are pumped up, too. They were laughing and joking among 
themselves as they watched the journalists watch the Apaches take 
Off, 

"I think we can kick everybody's ass, sir," a 24-year-old spe
cialist from Chicago says with a grin. "We can go anywhere, fiqht 
anybody, and win." 

Cody says that during the day, the Apaches can operate out of 
range ot anything the Iraqis can throw at them. At night, they 
can qet in even closer. 

Cody loves the Apache, which pilots say is the most maneuver
able helicopter in the air. It is fully acrobatic, capable of 
loops and rolls. It can even !ly upside•down. 

"I've been flyinq Cobras (an older attack helicopter) for 12 
years," Cody says. "I thouqht that waa the .baddest machine I'd 
ever seen, 'till this one. The Cobra's like a Corvette. The 
Apache's like a Lamborqhini." 

Cody talks to our pilot, a 31-year•old captain from Chicago, 
who maneuvers his Blackhawk around a sand dune and down low so 
the television cameraman and the photoqrapher can get shots to 
show the folks back home. 

Soon the Apaches are skimminq across the desert toward us, 
growin; in size bi the second. Just before they reach us, they 
veer up and away nto the hazy blue sky, as they miqht after they 
had sbot hellfire at an Iraqi tank. 

Later, the aviation briqade commander, Col. Tom Garrett of 
Southern Pines, N.C., tells his visitora some ot the usual 
tbinqs-that the lOlst is here as a deterrence, and everyone hopes 
that there will be a diplomatic aolution so nobody has to fight. 

Garrett says they are here on a real mission and in real dan
ger. But he says his men and women have been getting the helicop
ters assembled and operational taster than he expected, and are 
ready to go. Cody says the same thing, but with more qrit. 

"We're locked and loaded," he says. "We ain't playinq around 
this weu." 

-3o-
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has moved SCUD missiles into Kuwait, according to authoritative 

American o~~icials in Saudi Rrabia. 

A well-placed o~~icial, here said no SCUD launchers or 

missiles had been stationed 1n Kuwait. Asked &bout a claim this 

w...,k by "J'ane' s Soviet lntsll iJillill"'Ce Reviaw" that the Iraqi 

military had moved up to 36 SC:UO la••nchars and 800 missileS! 

it. ll 

was not dec1siv~ in any aasa. 

Ir•q and they can hit Ca military airbassl, whvthe~ or not th~y 

are deployed ~orward 100 kilometers into ~uwait,• ha said. 

SCUll• hit.V& t:le91n j:jl""'"'d in Kuwait. 8ut th1s ;;our"'e said that, ;;s 

U.S. military ~at:ilities. 

•o that the mis•iles have a maximum range o~ over 300 miles, 

acc:Qrcling to' "Th~~t Military Balanee" 1'r.>r l'!'B9-'!:'tl. Ths ~liS!!1la is 

known ·to be 1 nac:~:urate at that ran11e• 

The ~meric:an ~curea aaid, however, that the m1•s1le is 

of SCUDs into Kuwait would ba &1Qnifieant bee•~•• of the 

di1'~erance in ac:c:uraey whwn fir~ from different distances, hs 

aKplainad. 
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DARPAAPPLIQUEARMORSYSI'EM READY IN111REE MONIHS 

The Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) has successfully completed a 
three-month project to take a technology from proof-of-principle concept to fieldable 
prototype system within three months. The objective of this $2 million effon was to 
provide 75 prototype kits of Light Applique System Technique armor to the Marine Corps 
for application to Light Armored Vehicles (LA Vs) deployed with both Marine and Army forces 
panicipating in Operation Desert Storm. 

Light Applique System Technique (LASTJ'M) is a unique attachment system. for applique 
armors. Foster-Miller Inc., Waltham, Mass., under contract to DARPA, developed the 
LASTJ'M system, which consists of: a hook-and-a-loop attachment system (Velcro USA); 
armor modules (Lanxide Armor Products, Newark, Delaware, and Coors Ceramics, Golden, 
Colo.); and a protective cover (Bell AVON, Picayune, Miss.) The key features that make the 
LASTJ'M system so attractive include its light weight and ease of installation and repair. The 
hook-and-loop attachment system itself weighs less than three-tenths of a pound per square 
foot and is affiXed to the vehicle with pressure-sensitive adhesive. Consequently, no 
modification of the vehicle structure, such as drilling or welding, is required to install it. 
Prototype LAS'fTM kits consist of the LAS'fTM system, ceramic armor tiles, a battle damage 
repair kit, and a manual with a videotape providing instructions on kit installation. 

An extensive list of technical and operational issues were addressed and overcome in the 
course of this intense three-month effon. The most challenging was the creation of an 
industrial base that produced over 60,000 ceramic armor tiles in less than 90 days. The 
armor tiles also had to undergo ballistic validation testing to verify tile performance. The 
LASTJ'M system underwent developmental testing, and a LA V equipped with a LAS'fTM armor 
kit underwent live fll'e testing and was tested against chemical agents, all during the 90-day 
effort. 

While the timing of the ground war in the Gulf made it impossible to field prototype 
LASTTM systems in suppon of Operation Desert Storm as planned, the Marine Corps has 
decided to equip Marine units on both the East and West coast with LASTJ'M kits for 
continued test and evaluation. 

(more) 



conv~ntional or ch~mieal w•apons iw considered very unlikQly by 

officials he~e becau5~ of the ext~aordina~y d&t&rrant fe~~ the 

United States has •••ambled in the ~egion. 
I 

"What does it mean fo~ Iraq t~ fire SCUD• at Saudi Arabia 

in cu~rent circwm•tancsa?" th~ fi~st official aaid. a It Means 

death for Iraq. 

that manner, to ,...•pond in an abaolutO!ly devaetatin; way." 

It would be 

•uic1dal, '' he said. 
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SAUDI ARABIA -- Ame~ican ~r.d S~udi offieials ir. SauQi . 
; 

Arabia say they eon~ider it unlikely that whst they describe as 

Middle East can~be aenieved so lo~g as the curre~t Iraqi 

Ia! 002 



08124190 U:40 U202 293 108~ TL'iS W.~SB. DC ~003 

G) 

~meriean forces. 

says~~~ U.S. offici~l. H., nota;; that Ardaric::a.n aoals Are to 

military thraat to:> Saudi t=h•abL!t .• He said that aoditional 

inc::l\lding additional =.rm!!l sales to Saudi Arabia :.nd "c::en"fidsm:e-

t.•J.ilding" !"!!ea!!!ures by Iraq that WO\.Ild eiv5! tne Sa~o:diii :m!:! G•.!l.~ 

r.a-t; ions eno•~gh sensa of sec:: uri ty "to allow them to ask •J.s t.:• 

leavw." 

Sin~ Iraq WO\Ild !Still ln.ve &iEII'lif"ic::ant military 

c::apabilitie!! ev•n if it witndraw its army "from Kuwait~ the 

o1'f'ic::ial said, r!!moving the c::redi!:Jility of the Iri\qi mil!te,.-y 

thre~t will d•~nd largely on political a;;suranc::!!!!l. "The ec::c::ent 

has to ~e on the word c::reoi!:Jility. 

c:::-edibility 1nternationillly1 " !"Ia addad. "!t' 11 hard f·~r- me to aee 
l 

hOW the C\l!"!"!!l"'t government C::O\Ild 9ive those a;;;;u'r"i!"l"'C!!S at this; 

· The problam •:Of what to do if Si!ddam H•.!;;seil'l Mt!ets 

• I 

ternational demands c.nd leaves Kuwait c::ould bac·~rde real iiOOi'"!E!!" 
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b~ ho-r:•st, h:.d th• Iraqis c:~me across the bo~der c!.'t t~at ~·='int i<t 

met with 01 di!vas"t at:. rrg r!!tsponse. 

Se.ys th:t~ 

officiall ''You can sea th~t i~ tha seri~g of di~lom~tie p~~~ies 

E:aer. one •:Jf' t•Jhieh, if ;,·-::·u ,.ea.d it 

he's going to have to get out or Kuwait.• 

U.S. troops eire now s'4!ationed in Sa'Jdi A!""at:!ia L!':"!.d9~ the 

t .. rms of' an ag!"e,ment signed la!lt week by See,.etary •:·f' Def'ense 

Dick Chsmey ar.c! C!.!stodian of' the Two Ho!y Moliq•..te!!! Kin~ Fa.!""!d. 

Although details of' the agreement are &ecrat, of'f'ieial& &ay it 

expre!!!!les 01n undst~tanding that U.S. f•:>rc::-es will s;;tay ·as 1::-n~ !UI 

requi,.ed by th• Saudis and their Gulf partne,.s. 

"We wi 1.1 stay here a& long a !I o1.1r prln>ence 1 s r"S':l u:i. r!iid !:ly 

And wa leave the instant the 

S01udis ask us to leave or we reach the JUdgment unilaterally tha-t 

11 It is not 

ataying around here. The min1.1te w~ can get out, we will. 
' 

the Saudiiii have no intention o'f inviting u!!! to stay plirmanc:r.tly. 

So we'r-e in to';al ag,...ament.• 



~'ow, they keep the '111..1 i t.s where they wer·e, clos• enough !IO 

t.hey c:o1Jld get to and in them in mi11utes. 
Disasteor team II!Mper•ts coor·dinaU.ng the chemic: .. l attack 

preparlildl'lfiiSI!I ""'id a lliUrprisCI c:hemic .. J. attar.:k is 1.1nlik•J.y. 
They said it would most 1ik111ly C:OI!IIi! it> <lirc:l'aft and 

misosile atac:ka that wouJ.d give int&J.ltgeMC'e! 1.1111ts tl.~~t&! to 
warn all rllilitar•y people to gte iinto their euitt~, 

If tlw warning was that a duomic:al attack wall pos!!libla, 
everyone would put em the chemical fluil:lil exc:tipt fer the glov•s 
and hood• and keep Wtlrk i ng, the SKpet' t ea i d. 

If ttw warning was that Iraqi p.lanes had c:rofi•ffd into 
Ss1.1di Arabia ""''d • ptHIIIible chemical attack wall im111inmnt, th•y 
would p1.1t on tha glov,.s and hoodt<, 

If I~aq did bombard t~cop<s with c:he~t~ical. wapcnst, the 
problem in Saudi Arabian heat:, of CCL>I'se, l~i,Ul.d be fighting 
and working in thtl! hot •uit.s. 

The chemical e:<perts r~tfuse to confirm reports that 
miJ.it,ary affic:iancy would be c:wt in half. 

But say that under the wo~•a conditionill, troops might 
alt.ernat:ely fight for 30 minutes, l!lt1d then rest, in 
decontaminated areas for 30 minutefi. 

Fot· supper t un i. t.s bac:k at thO!! camptll 1 1!1t1Me areas woul.d bill 
c:cmtamin.-t&d wi. th ch&mi cal.s and toom .. would 11ot, a d isastE!r 
unit officer said. 

H& l!laid operations, th111refore, wcul.d b& .movmd to areas 
that chemicals had not hit. 

Deccmtsmit"•t.ion arll!at; would also b .. set aside in c;ampw 
Nhe~e troops :and "'"rk•n·s coming in From gas··hi t area,. would 
take off th .. i.r• .. utili rmd tf'len move onto their• camps or mess 
halls. 

Military hospitals her• have separate d.,contarnination 
tettt.s where vi.1:tlm10 of a gas attack would have all. t.rac:e of 
the chamic:al wa.oh"'t:l off their bodies before they ware Moved 
inttl the ho1!1pitaJ.s for treat.msmt. 

"The st;aclo.up would be out. at decontamination," 11aid Lt. 
Col. F!ich William"', Commsnde;r of the Fi,.st Tactical F-1~ 
Fight~r ~ing hospital. 

He said the hospital could suc:c:essfull.y treat large 
numbers of victims of a gas attac~. 
Belt thli! mil.tia,.y people hel"llt say th&y at"e confidant tholl!l! 
vict.iMu will. nt>t: lttc:J.uda the111. 

"Putting th"'"" IWit!ll on is ju.,.t like dressing yo1.1r•self," 
waid a mechanic: who works on the Airborn• Wart1it1g and Control. 
Syu~atem (awacs) radar planes that p&trol skil!'l!l watching for an 
Iraq air attac:k. 

"I don't see, ot:har than g&ttir~g c:aught out; tt:>o far Wll\1 

froM yoiJr lifquipm•nt, hew it .::an be Much cf a problem," hill 
9aid. "lt's pretty basic:." 
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SAUDI ARABIA- "To the American soldier in the Saudi desert," the 
radio broadcast crackles, "ask your frienda what happened in 
Vietnam. ' 
3 The American soldier captured are still lost in Vietnam after 
they had been eaten by worms,• the male voice adds in fractured, 
accented Inglish. 
"The sand hups are movinq in the Arabian desert, and they 
swallow many people and they will swallow you." 
World war II had Tokyo Rose, Vietnam had Hanoi Hannah, .and now 
Iraq has its own propoganda radio stadion trying to break the 
spirits of American soldiers digging into the saudi Arabian 
desert. 
So far the reaction among u.s. troops to the broadcasts has 
ranged from curiosity among those who haven't heard them to 
hysterical laughter among those who have. 
"In Vietnam they tried to jam Hanoi Hannah for awhile, but then 
they just let it go because it gave everybody a good chuckle,tt 
said a sergeant major with the XVIII Airborne Corps who served in 
Vietnam. 
A pair ot 22-year-old soldiers who arrived two days ago at the 
base camp Dragon catyb - named for the XVIII Airborne Corps• 
dragon patch - said they heard about the broadcasts shortly after 
landinq in Saudi Arabia. 
"They are trying to mess with our minds. It might get to somebody 
who just came in the Army," said a specialist from Anaheim, 
Calif, 
It would take an awful lon time in the hot sun for these 
broadcaata to do much damage, however, and the Radio Baghdad 
announcer needs to brush up on his English grammar, not to 
mention his psychology. 
"To the Amer-ee-ean soldier in Sah-oo-dee Arabia desert. Nothing 
is more expenaive than peace. Don't be fuel for the war machine. 
"Your children are waiting for you. Your wife ia waitinq for you. 
You might have a lover. She also is waiting for you.• 
''Remember what the petrol emirs are doing with the American 
girls," the announcer croons in an almoat sing-song voice. ''Do 
you want to defend them? ••• 
"Is it in your interests as a civilized person to defend people 
who are living in the Middle Ages? ..• Don't die to defend corrupt 
sheiks.• The messages are interspersed with rousing violin music 
that sounds like the soundtrack to a spaghetti we1tern. 
Wednesday's broadcast included a reading of a rambling letter 
from Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein to George Bush warning that the 
United states will lose its status of a superpower if it doesn't 
stop picking on Iraq. 
weapons and technolgy do not a superpower make, the letter says. 
"The source of power lies in riqhteousnous," Huaaein writes. 



wyou must know that Iraq has the best army in this area and 
soldiers that do not fear death," the letter says. 
Husaein claims 500,000 volunteers have come forward to fight the 
"American, zionist aqgreaaion against Iraq," and urges Bush to 
stop backin9 the emir of occupied Kuwait, the "Croesus of 
Kuwait,• who "can't put two words together.• 
At the end of the broadcast, the announcer - variously dubbed by 
journalists who have heard him as "Baghdad Bruce" and the ''Boao 
from Baghdad,''- says, "Thanka a lot for our attention.• 
It's not clear how many soldiera have actually heard the 
broadcast, which come on at irregular intervals during the day 
over a short-wave frequency. "Most of the soldiers don't have 
short-waves with them, but those who do are copying aome of the 
stuff down and passing it around for fun,• said a Pentagon public 
affairs officer here. "It's really hysterical." If Radio 
Baghdad's attempt to demoralize the troopa is instead providing 
them with comic relief, a more successful form of diainformation 
frightened the civilian population of eastern Arabia, 
fliers faxed to embassies, consulates and businesses in Saudi 
Arabia two weeks aqo purported to qive people instructions on 
what to do an the event of an Iraqi chemical weapons attack. 
"If you are outside, do nothinq. You will die,• aaid one version 
of the flier, aent in both Enqliah and Arabic. 
Moat of the fliers were anonymous - they had no line of origin on 
the top. Other faxes claimed to be from the Canadian or the 
Philippine embassies in Riyadh, but checks with those and other 
embassies proved that to be false. 
"We now think they were part o£ a disinformation effort," one 
Western diplomat said, adding tha the fliers caused •considerable 
anxiety among foreigners" during the early days the crisis, 
The flier qoes on to say what to do if people &ee birds fallinq 
from trees and their pet doqs and eats "droppinq dead" in the 
atreet. 
The final measage of the flier 11: "Good luck." 
end 
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OAMMAM, Saudi Arabia _ First came several Kuwaiti refugees, 
expressing their gratitude for the hospitality of tha Saudi 
government, 

Next came a man involved in a land dispute, not long after him a 
man seeking help finding medical treatment. Another man cams to 
offer a poem. 

Pri~ Muhammad bin Fahd bin Abdul Rziz, the son of King Fahd 
and governor of Arabia's oil-rich Eaatarn Province, had time for 
••c:h of them. 

Muhammad was holding open c:ourt Wednesday in his ornate palac:e, 
c:ontinuing a tribal tradition of hosting a daily MaJlis, <:c•mplete 
with a 8.aouin royal guard. 

In the IJnit-.d St-tt-r •~em- ecce11e i& ·retoifi"V.0-1'-ol--ti'le waalt-tty,---
hi;h-powered lobbyists and maJor campaign donors. In Saudi Arabia, 
where even the king is obliged to host MaJlis, anyone is welcome, 

Some of those who brouht problems or praise to Muhammad on 
Wednesday wore gold-braided abayas over their ankle-length thobes1 
others Just dingy thebes and tattered sandals. Rll got a few 
minutes of the prince's time, and his promise to look into their 
c:onc:e\""nts. 

Watehing all this was a horde of reporters from the United 
States, Europe and Japan, who listened intently to discussions of 
lo<:al land disputes before seeking Muhammad's view on the larger 
disput• that had brought them there _ the Iraqi invasion of 
neighboring Kuwait. 

The Kuwaitis, he said, were welc:ome in Saudi Arabia and would be 
housed for free, offered needed medical eare and even poeket money 
if nee .. sary. 

''The Kuwaitis are like brothers,•• he said. ''Any number are 
welcome in this country.•• 

It is Muhammad's provinc:e, whic:h makes up 30 percent of Saudi 
Rrabia and borders Kuwait and Iraq, that will bvar the brunt of the 
Kuwaiti influx and also the thousands of Americ:an and other troops 
flooding into the kingdom to defend it and its oil fields. 

The Eastern ~rovinee also would be the mAJOr prize for any 
invader of Saudi Arabia, for it is home to the ri<:hast oil fields 
in the world, the country's patroehemical and other industries, ~nd 
home of a sprawling, untra-modern Pl!frsiar• Gulf' port. 

Fo~ the closed Saudi society all this must b~ing shoc:k, but 
Muhammad •aid he has heard no complaints at his daily aessions. 

He wishes aloud that ec:onomie and political sanc:tions will forc:e 
Iraq'• Saddam Hussein to pull his troops from Kuwait. ''Everyone is 
working hard to ••• this problem resolved peac:efully,'' 
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••saudi Arabia will never start war,'' he said. ''We are only 
defending our c:ountry,'' 0¥ the prowpec:t of war, ha said! ''You 
have to pr•pare •••• There is always a chance of war.•• 

MuhaMmad .aid the American and other troops were welcome, but 
•aid he hoped that they, like the Kuwaitis, soon would be able to 
head ho-. 

''Th .. • friendly forces are here for a purpose and when their 
purpose is finish•d and there is no reason for them to be here they 
will go home,•• Muhammad •aid. 

The opening of the M&Jlia to the foreign reporters was the 
latest in a series of events this past week that have given the 
W.st an unprec:edenteh and extraordinary look at the Saudi 
government and society. 

The MaJlis dates back tl the country's nomadic:, tribal days and 
the guidanc:. of the Koran that Muslims confer among themselves to 
settle disputes and make policy, 

By the time Muhammad arrived there were some 100 people waiting 
in chairs arranged around the huge hall. After he entered, everyone 
walked past to shake his hand and offer graetinQ9• Then those with 
probleMS formed a line, carrying with them a written eMplanation of 
their preblem. 

Muhammad tells the man seeking Medical help he will have aides 
lock into the matter. Several men with land disputes, in~luding one 
who •aid hv faees fines for building a store without government 
permission, gat the uame response. 

With the crowd of JOurnalists circled around him, Muhammad tells 
the Man offering a poem, ''We have no time now.•• 

After the meeting, he woyld rather talk about the local 
government and its traditions than the Iraqi forces lass than 200 
miles to the north and their impact on life in Saudi Arabia. 

''We listen to their complaints and we solve them,•• he says of 
the extraordinary ••saion. ''We try our bast to accommodate 
everyone.•• 

·-· ·-· '"""'a· repot tell' ask11 if' Gat1d-i Areb-i• is likely to move ...,owai"EE a 
democracy, Muhammad leoks around at the local people and says, 
''This is democracy •••• Saudi Arabia is improving every year. I 
don't think we need to change except for the better.'' 

A government official accompanying the ~eportars tried to 
explain the Saudi syste• to Americans who have nothing like this 
back home. 

Afte~ a whila, the o~fieial says •implya ''Your system is good 
for you. Our sy•tem la good for us.•• 

--30--
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U.S. tnilital""y b•.t!lc:l-up is comple<::e. 

dipl-::.matic e'l"'l"•:>rts -- the U.S. and Seudi A~·a!:J:ilil will f'a~a the 

d!!zision wheth~r to initiate m!l!.t~ry action. 

u.-lilat~rslly, !f" ;.,., do anything i!"l that lil't'"ea it will !:Je by 

importance of' Saudi ~rabia for th~ United States: 

The f!rst ar.d me~t obviou• is oil, which will both make 

the U.S. increasingly deperrdent Q1'l the country and give tha 

Sa•.ldi!5 im::rwasingly financial clout in the fr.rrm o:f pet~odollai"S, 

vi rt uall y any 1"1.11i1ht fi"O~I Southern e:urope to Rs:!. • tnuat Pill>» ov•·r 

Saudi te't'"ritory. The!"e a!"e 5,000 military ovel"flights and 3~
/ 

40,000 commercial overflights cleared by Saudi Rrabia in a 

typical ye-.r. Together with its usef•.Llness !1.5 a communicat1e>n5 

The third is religio'.l'ii and political. Sa•Jdi Al"!l.bia iii 

carwtakal'" o¥ the two most holy 10ites o~ Islam -- a !"eli!lio1"l ~1it!"! 

~005 

cw 
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~ll this ~mounts to enor~ous 

!n thi:e view, tr.w Unit&ld States hi'.S a long-term 

strategic il'1tel"ettt in el"rCO•Jra~il"tg the eontinued &trenatl'l of a 

Two i'<l!.c:t<:>rs have tri!d i tiol"'ally l'.ept the 1=1eace in t!'l is 

Onli! was the historial b!ll«nce bet .. eliin vario•Js nations• 

The Iran-I!'!!.~ war 

upset that be. lance oy exna.rJst 1 ng Iran. 

The ·~ther waii the cola wal', in which c:liant ~lll:tiorosh!ps 

"So now - 1'irod oursalves hwl"&~ sustaining the balance O!"t 

a temporary basis until the ~al basis can be restored,• the 

offichtl 11ays. 
I 

The task now is to re-establisl'l that balanee rathe!' than 

~Q allow the passions o1' the eul"l"Gnt C!'isis to rage out o¥ 

control. Ccmelr.~delD the officials "If there is a war "lith Iraq. 

Seeauiie we•re soing to need Iraq 

to balance Iran af'ter tl"le wal"." 
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Anqeles Times 

Saudi Arabia--At a party for expatriate 

workers the other night, the mood was almost jovial until 

the news beqan to spread. 

"Have you heard, British Aerospace has issued its 

employees with qas masks and nerve gas antidotes," said a 

young Briton, fidgetting nervously with a plasic cup of 

Pepsi. 

"At least that's something," replied the young 

Alllerican next to him. "Nobody's doing that for us. 

Nobody's doing much of anything for us." 

While the world's attention is focused on the pliqht of 

Western hostages in Kuwait and Iraq, resentment is 

starting to build among an even larqer group of foreigners 

who feel that their employers, bowing to official 

pressure, may not be taking adequate steps to ensure their 

safety in neighboring Saudi Arabia. 

No one is holding them hostage, but concern is growing 

among the thousands of foreigners who work in the 

kingdom's Eastern province that they could be trapped 

here if war breaks out in the Persian Gulf, 

11 So far it's only the joint venture companies, the 

ones being run by their foreiqn partners, that have taken 

steps to ensure the safety of their employees, 

The Saudi companies have done nothing for their foreign 

employees," an American businessman here said. 

After an initial wave of panic that followed the Iraqi 
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invasion of Kuwait Au~. 2, the mood amonq the foreign 

community has calmed considerably. 

"Having American forces here has been like a 

tranquilzer," said Tom Wright, a contractor from Alberta, 

Canada. "Just seeinq soldiers who look like they know 

what they're doinq is a tonic." 

But while the arrival of U.S. forces has allayed fears 

of an Iraqi invasion of Saudi Arabia, reports that Iraq 

has deployed chemical weapons north of the Kuwaiti 

border--weapons mounted on rockets capable of reaehin9 

this far--has everyone "really worried," Wriqht added. 

saudi officials could provide no exact breakdown for 
... 

the number of foreigners livinq in the sprawlinq Eastern 

province, which falls southwards from Kuwait, down the 

western rim of the Persian Gulf, to the ill•defined 

frontiers with South Yemen and oman. 

But u.s. diplomats said that, before the invasion of 

Kuwait, there were at least 12,000 Americans here, most of 

them clustered around the coastal oil towns of Dhahran, 

Dammam, Ras Tannurah and Jubail, some 150 to 200 miles 

south of the Kuwaiti border. 

About 4,000 dependents were evacuated soon after the 

invasion, while another 2,000 to 3,000 were vacationinq 

outside saudi Arabia at the time and never returned, The 

remainder--who account for roughly half of the oriqinal 

American presence in the !astern province--are still here, 

according ~o u.s. consular officials. 

Most of them work for ARAMCO, the now wholely 

saudi-owned Arabian American Oil Company which, with 

45,000 workers, is the reqion•s larqest employer. 

-···· --~~-... 

p(Y 
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ARAMCO spokesmen say the company is operating on a 

business as usual basis and that all ~ependents who wanted 

to leave have been evacuated at company expense. 

However, interviews with dozens of Aramco workers over 

the past few days suggest that the company has gone to 

extraordinary lengths to pressure many who would otherwise 

have left into staying. 

While some smaller companies are offering bonuses of up 

to 2St for employees who elect to etay, ARAMCO's 

management has told its employees the only way they can 

leave is to quit their jobs on 30 days notice, several 

sources said. 

"They've made it clear that if we quit, we lose 

everything ••• all our benefits, severance pay and 

belonqinqs unless we pay to move our things ourselves," 

one employee said. 

While most foreign firms operating here have also 

aqreed to repatriate non~essential employees, ARAMCO 

officials have indicated that they make no such 

distinction between essential and non-essential personnel. 

"When someone comes to me and asks 'Alii I essential?' 

my response is 'You're 9etting a paycheck,"' ARAMCO 

spokesman Sydney Bower said. 

If this seems to be an insensitive response to the 

concerns ot ARAMCO employees, other officials say 

privately that it reflects the company's own acute fears 

of what will happen if its foreiqn work force panics and 

leaves the country. 

Althouqh foreiqners constitute only about one-quarter 

of ARAMCO's work force, 
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many.·of them are clustered in high-tech and other vital 

maintenance positions. 

"The expat conununity working for ARAMCO is on the edge 

and if the seale tips a little further, you could have a 

real exodus out of here," one company executive said. 

"11' that happens," he added, "the Saudis would be in 

real trouble. They have enouqh trained people of their own 

to run the oil fields, but after a month or so maintenance 

would probably shut down." 

At a time when the Saudis are planning to increase oil 

production by 2 million barrels per day to help the West 

sustain its boycott of Kuwaiti and Iraqi crude, such a 

development "could spell disaster" for the international 

effort to isolate Iraq, the official said. 

The issue is such a sensitive one that company 

officials do not talk about it publicly. Indeed, nearly 

everyone interviewed for this article demanded anonymity 

for fear of losing his job. 

One thinq company officials do say is that there is no 

reason why an employee who breaks his contract should 

expect to i&t severance pay and repatriation. 

However, employees say that Arameo's failure to make 

eontin9eney plans for an evacuation, together with its 

refusal to even consider repatriating less essential 

staff such as secretaries and company school teachers, has 

left a residue of bitterness. 

11 ARAMCO has no evacuation plans. Their position is, 

'We're a Saudi company. We're already home and we're not 

qoinq anywhere," an executive from an American company 

said. 

PRGE 5 
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· Under Saudi law, foreigners who live in the kingdom 

must surrender their passports to their employer, who then 

handles all their subsequent paperwork with customs and 

i111111iqration. 

To travel out~ide his province of residence, a 

foreigner must obtain a special letter of authorization 

through his employer. To leave the country, he must get a 

special exit visa stamped in his passport. 

Most foreign companies got exit-re-entry visas for 

their foreign staffers a few days after the inva~ion, said 

Ted Bevec, an executive with the American Busine~smen's 

Association, a local business group. No one used them, but 

"just knowing they had the visas and could leave if they 

wanted to eased a lot of panic," he said. 

ARAMCO workers, however, said the company had not done 

the same for them. 

"They told us that, because we would have to break 

contract and resign in order to go out, the exit visas 

would take 30 days to get," one employee said. 

While it is not clear how many would have actually 

left--indeed many said they would have stayed--a number of 

those interviewed said they were anqry at not havinq been 

qiven what they considered to be a fair choice. 

"The choice they qave us was either to stay or to 

quit--and still stay here 30 more days," another employee 

Even so, as many as 600 Aramco employees have resigned 

dnce the crisis began and "more resiqnations are landinq 

in managers' in-trays every day," said another Aramco 

official. 
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Most of the resignations came from the ranks ot 

Aramco's Filipino, Pakistani and other Asian employees, 

whom the Saudis generally hold in lower esteem than the 

Arab and Western nationals living in their country. 

"'l'he Asians, and particularly the Pakistanis and 

Bangladeshis, are the underclass here and they get treated 

pretty roug-hly ," said one American businessman. 

"Most of the Americans figure that if push comes to 

shove they can scramble aboard a C•5 and get out of 

here," he added. "But who's going to take care of the 

quys from Bangladesh? They're the ones who are really 

scared. They've got nobody to look after them." 

one Bangladeshi, who works as a bus boy at a luxury 

hotel in Ohrahan, confided as much to a foreign quest the 

other night. 

"We have asked to go but the hotel, they will not give 

us our passports back," he said. 

11It is very bad," he added. "You come and you qo, 

out we ••• we here are trapped." 

end it 
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ON THE SAUDI,."u""'"IT f.IORDE:R - Thto only plllcple c:rot!Bing 
throwgh this huge try st.atir.m fr~:~m l<wwait into Saudi Arabia 
now ar• lr>1qi Mil tary dafectors, a customs official said 
Friday. 

"I have 
dGifl!l'c:tCirll ca111e 

Thursday that " 
Arabia sine~ Iraq 
Yelii~:les and 

that," he said .,her. asked it Iraqi 
there. Bwt whom ask"'d how many, h& 11aid .. 
Ghazi al-Gosaibi told Reuttors in Bahrain 

" of Iraqi scJ.diars had defec:tsd into Sawdi 
s Aug. 2 itw:~.~sitm of' l<uwait, 5oma with 

Th" Iraqi tcrft arEP th .. only traffic: thrt.>ugh this Major 
entry station, eu!lltcms offic.:ial s:aid, becau11e Iraq has 
c:ompl•b•ly c:ut o all traff'ic from Kuwait thr~~ugh it: .• 

Het 11aid Iraq t1.mke cu::ca•donally coMa up to i:.heiraq
cc:c:upied !(uwait. ,. •. ,.. .... ing station two kilc;meters across a no 
M<tn's lam~. Btlt 'l!laid therO! had been no incidents. 

There are nt'J major Sal.ldi or Iraqi 111il.itary fcrc:es h&re 
both keep well f'rom t.he belt-del" ·-- iiihd thO! bot-del" official 
11aid he wa• not ri111d that Inoq Might invad•. 

"No, we're ><l!l'd here," he said thr·owgh an int.erpreter. 
"Wtll don· t think e will be .. r.ythit>g. We' r·• c:cmfid•mt." 

Although Ir hal!! c:ut off traffic: through this offic:ial 
border stati.on, itis .. re still &1tn:aping ac.ros" the d•sert. 

Nearly 20 k i tars away 1 l:hr•ee cars full of r"fug•e• who 
had left: l(uwait C at noon F"riday arr"ived fowr hours lattor at 
a d•••rt bord"'r wh&r .. c:amli!ls ware gra;;cing nearby. 

SaiJdu; in tr•uc:k'i ot'l a r•idge on tha border guided them 
to safety, 

A Kuwaiti 
esc:ape 1\uwait sai 
this time. He sai 
~ars they start•d 
des&rt, about 1! 

The refUCiee'e 
begun 11urrount1 
defying lr 

The rafug-li] 
wastmrner11 
knew Iraqi 
IHICK~ Whl!lrft, 

"H• says 
int&t•prel;er said. 

who said he had helped a nu111bar cf piiaplGi 
Iraqi forc:u11 had not shot at the c:aravan 
the only problem was that one! of·th• fawr 
ith broke down and had to boa l.aft in thai 

c:rowdil'lg into tha thre• car-s left. 
they did 11ot knew< if Iraqi. fo,.c:ee had 
gn embast!ies Friday as threa.temed for 

that they cl.os111 doom and 111ove to Baghdad. 
they only kn&w they did not s&& 

!t-•••t in Kuwait City anyMorlll and one said he 
taking them away but •aid he did 11ot 

probably do not treat: t.hem nicely," an 

Reporters taken lo t:hto two border c:rcssings by Saudi 
Glffi.cials t.ltlder glfc•"'nd rul&s that their loc:111ti.:ms on thiD bordG>r 
,ot b& reported. 
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saudi Arabia-summerfest to saudi Arabia. 
'!'hat's What bappened to Chief Warrant Officer Timothy Zarnowski 

of Milwaukee. 
Zarnowski, 38, ia an instructor for pilots of Apache helicop

ters, the deadliest weapon in the American arsenal here aqainst 
Iraqi tanks. 

'l'he Apache is the most maneuverable helicopter in the world, 
capable of the same sorts of acrobatic maneuvers as fixed-winq 
aircraft. 

Early this summer, the Army sent Zarnowslei, with two Apaches, 
to Milwaukee for a display at Summerfest. Now he's at a forward 
desert base here with the unit that would go into battle first if 
Iraqi tanks in :Kuwait move into Saudi Arabia. 

Zarnowski, whose father, Eugene, lives on Milwaukee's South 
Side, is part of the 101st Airborne Division's air assault bri
gade and, like others in his unit, he's supremely confident of 
their ability to stop anything the Iraqis might throw at them. 

"We'll be able to handle them pretty well," he said. •They'll 
be sitting ducks for us. 'l'hey have a few weapons systems that can 
:knock us down, but we're not worried. We can jam them." . 

The Apache carries up to 16 Hellfire missiles, one of which can 
knock out any tank in the world, along with two rocket pods that 
carry a total of 38 rockets, and a 30-millimeter chain (machine) 
gun with 1,200 rounds of emmunition. 

The chain qun and the rockets are used to force tanks to button 
up, an4 the laser-guided Hellfire& can be fired from lonq dis
tance• to blow up the tanka, 

Zarnowski talked with a reporter who was a member of the first 
qroup of journaliats to visit the 101st here. Because of a tiqht 
schedule, they were only able to talk a few minutes, but Zarnowa• 
ki' s parting shot was: 

• 
•zf you ••• Mayor ~ohn, tell him I •aid Hi,• larnowski said. 

•say hello to (State Rep.) Wally Kunicki, too.• 

As might he expecte4 in the most massive deployment of forces 
since the Vietnam War, there are many young Wisconsin men and 
w0111en here. 

Kerrie Pauly, 24, of Sheboygan, who graduated from the Univer
sity of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, is part of the l8th Airborne Corp• 

• 
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that has taken over a former Saudi air defense base here. 
She's a second lieutenant who leads an advance medical platoon. 

In a battle, her team of 35, including surgeons, would move to 
the front lines to <administer emergency treatment, then evacuate 
the woun4e4. 

•we train without the doctors, • she said. •When we go in, we 
have the doctors with ua." 

Pauly is the only woman on the team here. She said she was 
amonq the lucky ones in the unit l:.lecause she was housed in an 
air-conditioned buildinq. 

Like everyone else, she said the desert heat was the most dif· 
ficult part of workinq here. But unlike others, she said she had 
no real complaints about the food provided by Saudi Arabian eon
tractors. Other troops at this base had said they didn't like the 
Saudi cooking. 

Moreover, Pauly said saudi Arabia was not the worst place she 
had been stationed. 

11 I was on a mission in Peru which was probably worse," she 
said. "The water was real bad. Here they brinq us bottled water. 
It helps a lot.• 

Navy Lt. Don Goulet of oconomowoc, who was born in Appleton, 
helped make military history here. 

Goulet, 30, is the aide and flag lieutenant for Rear Adm. steve 
Clarey, the commander of the Navy's Amphibious Group Three out of 
San Dieqo, calif. · 

Clarey is the commander of a maritime pre-positioninq force, a 
new concept for rapid deplo~ent of equipment and troop& that was 
used for the first time here. 

•we•ve made history here,• Clarey told reporters. "This is the 
first time this rapid deployment force has been used in an actual 
combat situation." 

Under the new system, civilian carqo ships, under leaae to the 
us Navy, are fully loaded at all tim•• and stand by for military 
emerqencies anywhere in the world. • 

There were three ships in the first qroup that arrived at an 
ultra-modern saudi Arabian port on the Persian Gulf here. They 
carried tanks, vehicles and other equipment for us Marines of the 
7th Marine Expeditionary Briqade out of 29 Palms, calif., who 
were airlifted here. 

The Marinee were •married up" with their equipment from the 
ships and sent out into the field. The equipment included M60-Al 
tan.U. 

By all accounts, the operation went flawlessly, with the three 
755•foot lonq ships unloaded in a matter of days. 
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Goulet said he was a lot more concerned about what miqht happen 
in saudi Arabia before he came here. 

•&ow that l'lll bare and I •ee all the support we've got, anCI. 
what else i• on the way, I think we're in good •hape,• he said. 

Goulet's wife, Ann, is back in San Diego. Their fir•t child is 
due in November. 

•This is a great facility,• Goulet said of the Saudi Persian 
Gulf port. •I think we're in an excellent position to handle any 
threat Iraq dishes out. I don't even feel like I'm in combat.• 

Goulet asked about the Green Bay Packers and whether they had 
signed quarterback Don Majkowski yet. The reporter didn't know. 

•well, tell them to aiqn Majik and quit screwing around," Gou
let said. •They're behind the curve already.• 

-30-
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•AM-Attacking Iraq,eee< 
~us Forces Have Iraq Targeted, And A Plan To Destroy lt< 
AEdst To aa.ply with Pentagon coverage ;round rules, exact 
locations o~ U. S. ~ilitary installations are not disclosed. Note 
language 13th ;ra~, b;na• ''I came ••• ( 

SAUDI ARABIA _ The targets on the map are 111arked and eirclltd 
much like th~ on a similar map •een a week earlier, with one 
notable exception. 

Th-e ta,..gets .... il"' Iraq. 
To the East _ to the right when looking at the ~ap _ th .... still 

are ~arkin;s showil"'g deployments of Iraqi ~orces in occupied 
Kuwait, .oMe I"'It too far back from the Kuwait-Saudi border' others 
in a cr-.scent-shaped ~ormation further north mrar Kuwait City and 
supply routes back to Iraq. 

But over the past week, the emphasis on the maps, and in the 
brie~ings to the ~ican troope who get to see them, has shifted 
more to the targets in Iraq itself. 

Now convinced there is enough U,S, firepower on the ;round h~e 
to thwart any Iraqi attack on Saudi Arabia, American military 
planners are mullin; how to use the growing might against Iraq 
should hostilities erupt. 

''fti;ht after the invasion of Kuwait, we had to hurry, so it was 
a come-a•-you-are war,•• a Pentagon source said. ''That was more 
than two weeks ago. Now, for us, it's a do as you please war.•• 

Th•re are numerous politleal, economic and military decisions 
that wcu~~ fae~or inte any deeision ~~make an all~out ••ae~l• •~ 
Iraq. And A.eriean o~fieials stre•• that such an attack would be 
highly unlikely unless Iraq instigates hostilities, Complicating 
all planning is Iraq's grasp on some 3,800 Ameriean and a total of 
10,100 W.st~n hostages. 

But it is clear ~rom interviews and review• of u.s. intelligence 
and planning over the past week that such a plan is ln place and 
being refinea virtually daily, as BPY satellite•, AWACS tracking 
planes and oth•r intelligence sourees provide the latest on Iraqi 
military activities. 

After spe~ing their first week here reluctant to diseuss 
contingeney plane, many officers in the past w .. k, at several 
eommand levels, have discus-ad sueh plans privately, if for no 
other ~a•~ than to send a signal to Iraqi leader Baddam Hu• .. in. 

''We know when they are loading ;as into their trucks,•• an Army 
colonel said Friday. ''We'll be ready if they come, and ready to go 
after them too,•• 

Vietna.-era generals leading tha deployment in Saudi Arabia 
favor an overwhelming attack on Iraq if fighting erupts, including 
cfestruc:tion of key government ~acUities in Baghdad, •Iraqi oil 
neld• and •iUtary in•tallations and infrastructure being used to 
resupply Iraqi ~orcas in Kuwait and near Iraq's border with Saudi 
Arabia, according to • number o~ military sources here. 

The com.and post ~or the Persian Bulf deployment, Operation 
De•ert Shield, has been at the Central Command headquarters in 
Florida, but a makeshift war room is ready to be opened in Saudi 
Arabia within day•, allowing the eommand post to be Shi~ted to 
S.ud i Arabia. 

••r came out of one briefing the othe~ day hearing e-~2s humming 
in my head,'' one •enior offie•r said this paat w .. k. A field 
commander privy to some of the contingency plans put it this way1 
''Th• .. guys have decided if we ;o, "ego all out, none of thi• 
halfNay bull shit.•• 



The options, according to the o~ficials, include bombing runs, 
u .. of naval firepow~r from a battleship and other sur~ace 
comb~tants in the Persian Gul~, and even ;round forces if necessary 
to knock -t ·key Iraqi installations and block supply and 
communications rout ... 

Am~ican aircraft have b .. n flying 24 hours a day on practice 
missions a~ to counter Iraqi air patrols. And elements of both the 
82nd and 18Sst Airborne Divisions have been briefed on possible 
Iraqi t~rgets. The 82nd consists of paratrooper•• the 181st has 
~ttack helicopters and can deploy infantry from helicopters as well· 

Members of the 82nd have been told their division might be 
~ropped i~o Iraq or Just over its border with Kuwait to cut off 
supply routes, according to the •ources. 

Jn~dible amounts of U.S. military foree continue to pour into 
Saudi Arabia and the waters that surround the Arabian peninsula. 
For example, the first shipments of huge fll-1 tanks are Just 
offshore and once unloadvd will lm.-diately move to forward 
positions in the Saudi desert •• The M-1s, from the Army'• 24th 
Infantry Division CMeohanizedl, JOin fllarine M£1-Al tanka already on 
the gi"''Undo 

Backing up the tanks are formidable deploym.nts of tank-fighting 
helicopters, A-11 planes and other heavy weapons stationed ln the 
Saudi desert _ &OIM' at airstripe not even on 1110st maps. These 
strips are well within striking distance of Iraqi targets in both 
Kuwait and Iraq. 

A ground war against ~tre~vd Iraqi positions in Kuwait would 
be bloody and the air attacks necessary to support the ground 
trQOps likely MOuld level much of Kuwait. Kuwaiti government 
officials, now living in effective exile in Saudi Arabia, have 
implorvd u.s. officials not to wage such a fight. 

Less bloody, and potentially devastating to the power of 8addam 
Hussein, .ould be a direQt assault on selected Iraqi targets, which 
if suceeasful would create chaos in the government and choke off 
"tM ·1IOUI"CCt of' tNadwd ·~li-_-end..,..inforc-nts to th• trat:ti ·. ---· ---
forces in Kuwait. 

Air ForGe Jets stationed in Saudi Arabia and on Navy ~arriers in 
the Persian Gulf and Red Sea and are within range of Iraqi targets, 
•• are F-111 bombers in Turkey and long-range 8-52s from Diego 
Barcia. 

And u.s. officials believe there is enough firepower here to 
still defend Saudi Arabia from any forward attack by the fore .. in 
Kuwait durin; such an assault on Iraq. 

The,.. are CO!ICet•ns that Iraq would launch chemical-carrying Scud 
missil .. into Saudi Arabia if the United States moved against Iraqi 
targets. 

Jut ~ican and Saudi military officials say the missiles 
travel slowly and that Jets and ground-to-air missile systems 
should bv able to destroy them in flight. Saudi officials this week 
confirmed reports that Scud launchers had been moved into Kuwait. 
But an ~lean military intelligenQe source dispute~ that, while 
saying Scuds station-a in southern Iraq still could reach Saudi 
targets. 

From a •iiitary standpoint, a destructive attack on Iraq appears 
the favorite option in the event of hostilities. But such a move 
likely would have far-reaching implications on already tumultuous 
regional politics •. 
~ Saddam to •urvive such an assault with his power intact, 

saudi o~ficials .. Y they likely would need an extended u.s. or 
United Nations military commitment to deter revenge. 

''H. is a madman now,•• a Saudi official said Friday. 
''Defeated, he would be deranged.•• 

eo.. r.pte-.ntattves of the Saudi and u.s. government believe an 
extended, perhaps permanent, American military presence will be 
---~-A -----J'--• 



~ W..te~n dipleMat in Saudi Arabia ~autioned that any aw .. ult 
that weve~ly damaged Iraq might hurt u.s. inter.wts in the rwgion 
ev~ if Baddam loat power. 

''The Unlt~d States put up with •henanigans from Iraq all during 
the Iran-Iraq war be~au•e of worries about Iran,•• said the 
diplomat, who spoke on the eondition he not b• identified further. 
''Iran i• still there, and the whole face of the Middle East ta 
~hanging becau .. of the current aituation •••• The la•t thing the 
United Stat~ ne.Vw is another bitter enemy around here.•• 
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(RO> SAUDI ARAEIA - Saudi troops and tA~~s were due in eru pointed 
north Satur~a/ in the first line of iefense of thtlr desert k1n~dn~.<Ir>[PAR] 
<RO)The tanks tainted ln d~sert camoufla1e were lu~led 1~ thp rocky sand 
~ith onl; the turrets showln~. Rundreds of trucks, Jeepsj water tanker~ 
ani other vehicles coula be seen on the horlzon.<IT>(PAR 
<P.o> r "J 
You've ~ot to break the sha~e and cut the 
stln~,[ '] satd e Saudi hellco~ter pilot, e1plaininr hnw the ~a~Oilflaced 
t~rps were drappeu over the ar~ored vPhlcles to ~idA them.<IT>[PAR] 
<RO)Cn Saturday the Saudi ~overn•ant for the first tlme took foreign 
journal15ts to !!lee t Sauu tro!IJ:s near the cor~er with Inq And only 18 
Piles from occupied Kuvalt. The Saudis were joined there by troops fro~ 
tr4 rersian Gulf states, ,.t;y_,~t, Morocc"' and nther cour.tries.<JT>[r~R] 
<~O>These ~rab troo~s ¥Ould be the first to face an 1nvadtng Iraqi force. 
Th,ucanGs of U.S. troops were positioned dee~er inside Sauri rat1A.(IT>[PAR] 
<RD)The commander or the Saudi and other Arab ro~cas, a soft-s~oken man 
with f',Ou,les for the sand, spoke in a br1 1;htly colored tent with red, 
blue and ~reen oriental r~~s.<1T>(FA~1 
Cl:O>[' '1 
I'~ 6lad that you came at this ti"e or day because it ls the hnttest 
yoint and you can see what 1t is lika to be a 
soldier,[''] the maJnr ceneral told his guests.CIT>[PAR] 
<•o>Life for a Saudl ~oldler ·e,ins at 4:~! a.m. Their workday 15 
ihterruptea five times for prayer. They kneel and tnuch their heads to 
the hot ~round amone sandtaes formed i~ a 
t "] v [ "j 
and pointed toward the holy city or Mecca.CTT>[PAR] 

<FO> f' ') 
If ,au tet really thirsty you car. put a rock u~der your 
tongue,[''; sug~ested a Saudi colonel, sltt\ng cro5s-leg~ed on t~e flo~r 
of his tent.<IT>(PAP.] 
CiiO>(' '] 
The mericans realize it is a difficult 
cl11'\ate,{"] the colonel sUd. 
['']The scor~hons and snakes come out this t1~e of 
;ear.['']The HeaT was intense, and tbe sand on the horiTon lhlm"ered so 
that it looked like silver water. The wind whlpped up cnlu~~s ~r !a~d 
the troo~s called 
["]dust 
devils("] or 
["]sand 
6hosts!'') unt11 evenin~ when tba sun finally set in a red b~ll.<I!>(PAR] 
<RO)the Jrat forces were joined in the desert ty troops frol'l ruwatt, who~e 
countrt vas invaded Auc, 2 by lraq.<IT>(PAR) • 
<RO>A!ked lf they were rea~~ to fi~bt, a Kuwaltl sDldler eratted hi~ rlflr, 
waved 1t in the air and said, 
['']Fi~ht? No problem, No 
problem. ['']CIT> [PAR) 
<RO)Moroccan troo~s did not ap~ear as well e~uipd as the Saudas. One of 
their tents wAs ~roppe4 up b¥ a shoval, "nd the floor was c~veed n~t 

tith ru~.s t:ut with cardboard.<IT>[PAR] 
~~~fl')'D•",.tfif"'~"'n.d91(f ~~~ 1 ~he 2 .ZQ!0 E~~:ntlan trooJ's, Col, A\>dulrahel" Al•Saeed, 
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saiii of his men,.. .. ----- - -- ---- . 
r'']Morale is high because the holy places are here and they are very 
•illin6 to fi~ht with their Saudi 
br~thers.['']<IT)(PAR] 
<EO)Asked If Iraq could Fe drlven fro~ ruwelt wlthaup a wer, the ~~ypt1an 
~cmr:endn said, 
r"]l hope 
so,f"]iNIJ 
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u.s. officials are downplayino the danger of an Iraq 
chaaical attack or other warfare that would endager American 
civilians 1.n saudi Arabia even 1f war with Iraq -r• to break 
out, Western sources said Sunday. 

They said that was why the State Department had not issued 
a warning for American workers to leave Saudi Arabia despite 
pressure from workers who say such an official warning would be 
required for them to leave without losing their jobs. 

One of the sources said Iraqi President Saddam Hussain is 
unlikely to launch a chemical attack on Saudi Arabia because 
Iraq should knoW that u.s. forces would retaliate ~ destroying 
ita ability to wage further war. 

•Iraqis should knew that if they send in one missile, they 
would lose their war-making capability,• he said. 

Another of the sources said u.s. and Saudi planes would be 
able to block Iraq planes trying to drop chemical bombs in 
Saudi ArAbia and there would be hours of warning time if Iraq 
tried to load, fuel and fire Soviet-made scud missile with 
chamical warheads into saudi Arabia. 

Ba said u.s. soldiers close to the border could be in 
danger of an artillery chemical attack but the artillery could 
not hit civilians in Saudi Arabia cities which are 200 milaa or 
more from the border. 

"I think there is a greater danger of being hit by a bus in 
Jl:hobar (a popular shoppinq city) than by a chemical -apon, • he 
said. 

u.s. officials do not believe an Iraqi land invasion could 
gat as far as the cities where moat American civilians live, 
but if that became a danqer u.s. forcee would have time to 
evacuate Americana, the sources said. 

The weatern sources, apeakinq on condition they be 
identified that way, said aome American employees in Saudi 
Arabia have told u.s. officials that they cannot leave their 
jobs and qet them back later unless the State Department iaaues 
a stronq warninq that Americans ahould leave. 

'!'he State Department advisory in effect does not advise 
u.s. qovernmant employees or other American• to leave but does 
say their families should consider leaving and that Americans 
should avoid non-essential travel to Saudi Arabia. 

'l'he u.s. officials are willing to help any American get out 
of the country quickly but are advising them that Saudi 
companies "have long memoriee• and probably would not 9ive them 
their joba back later, the sources said. 

'!'hey eaid the U.S. officials know that a few Americana say 
they are being held hostage to force them to stay in Saudi 
Arabia to help maintain oil production and other key jobs. 

But the source• said the u.s. officials are not colluding 
with the Saudi companies to make American workers stay in Saudi 
Arabia. They said the' State Department has not isaued a 
stronqer warning for Americans to leave only because they 
believe no such warning is juatified. 

U.S. and Saudi officials are coneulting on allowing 
Americans to obtain Saudi exit visas so they could leave 
lmneiiately if they saw danger rather than having to wait up to 
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two veeka to obtain exit visas, the sourcaa said. 
They said acme companies in Saudi Arabia might oppose that 

atap, however, because it would reduce their ability to depend 
on the Americana ahowing up for work. 

Aramco, a Saudi-owned oil giant, employs about 3,000 of the 
12,000 Americana who lived in Saudi Arabia before Iraq invaded 
Kuwait Aug. 2. The aources aaid about one-third of the 12,000 
American were on vacation at the time of the invasion and about 
2,500 family members have left, so about 5,500 American 
civilians remain in the country. 

They work for a number of large Saudi companies in addition 
to Aramco and for u.s. companies including the 
McDonnell-Douglas Aircraft Co. 

In another development Sunday, the general in charge of the 
u.s. military buildup in Saudi Arabia said it was the biggest 
single u.s. military aea and air operation since world War II 
and was not yet completed.. 

Kaj.-Gen. Gus Pagonis, commander of logistics for u.s. 
forcea in Saudia Arabai said hundreds of plane loads of troops 
and equipment have arrived so far, an average SO a day. 

"How much mora will depend on the amount of force that's 
been agrHd to by the Preaident (Praddent Buah) as well as the 
king of Saudi Arabia (Xing Fahd)," be aaid. 

•I can't qive you a specific,• be said. "I know that our 
forces are growing rapidly, our combat power ia growing rapidly 
and we're all here now to sustain it for aa long as necessary , 
to bring the forces in,• the general said. 
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2·6 AUG 1990 :z. Ple.u;e: hx imftlel;l.ill'tillW io PQ'te 
Wll!iams •'t the ?ent«90no 262·6~3-6853. You can ~se as &o~n as i~ 1s rele~sed. 

Thl~ pool repor~ was reported 11nd wrt't'ten &w Fr«nK A~~o+sr of The 
"ilwaukee Journal. 

" H19h Abo~• Sa~o1 Arabia--It 1• 6:39 a.m. after • n19n't of quie't, and 
suadenlw 'there's a j~a&le of Yoices in 'th~ ne•dse~s. 

•It looK• va!id. Co•int south 1n Kuwait. All I can ~all ~ou now is it 
looks llka a nign•parfor••nce .aircra-ft,• 

The te•m •board ~n• AWACS s~rueillance plane ~iVh'tans up, pawing close 
•tten'tion to e~erw d•'tail .as the Iraqi plane streaks ~oward tne border with 

·!;u&Cii llllr•oiil. 
•Theril's no 4ignters ~oo close to nim,•.a ~oice ••ws. •He can bust tne 

Di:lrder.• 
~u't witnin • aatt•r of seconds, 'the suryeilJance officer and his 

~echnicians, along with ~ha •enior weapons dira~tor end his erew, have not onlw 
loca~ad and trii~Kad ~~· Iraqi plana, bu~ a1&o nave positioned an American 
~tgn~er wttntn &'trl~inv dis~ance. 

"Another one's comint,• • voice sa~s. "Fellas, ~h•~'re up Pl«wlng vamas 
now." 

Sit~ing in ~ront of ~he sttuation dtspl•~ console, whicn looks soma~ning 
!ikw a 17-inch color television screen sat v·~~i~allW• is the mission crew 
comMander, ~t. Co!. L«szlo "Skosh" Bakon~i, 49, o4 Austin, Tex. Born in Mun9ary, 
ne is i nll'turalizea American Ci'tl~en. ~ 

At tnis moman~ on Sundew morning, he is in comPlete control of the 
Boeing 70? AWACS, which ts what ~mwrican ana Saudi Arabian for~•• hera ~•• to 
~weP an •~e on Iraq and Kuwa1t, 

He wa't~nes tna screen 1nten'tl~ as he orchestrates ine oe~an~e against 
possible hostile action. , 

Bakonwi doesn't nave to sa~ ~uch. Everw maftloer o~ 'the crew is hi~nlw 
~ratnao anc familiar w1th ~he tesk at hand. Thew report to each other constantl~. 
over tna radio. 

As tna Iraqi Pi«nQS approach, ona o4 tha surveillance technicians 
~aports tnat ~hwY app~r~ntl~ nave penetrated ~~• the Saudi Ar11b1an oordQr. Bu~ 

oaKOnyi saws i~'s not certain, and he deterMines ~nat th&w don'~ appa•r to have 
anw hoa'tlle in~ent. 

"Thaw Just like to auk• the boraer,• h• s•w~. f• 
"l't .tiPpears 'ti' .. !\1' roa comi.t'l9 down «nd ~nilt'l ~urn1nv bick nor:,C:h," il voice 

~•ws in ~h• he•~set. 
"That's awfullw gen~lemanlw of tnem,• ano~her re~lies. 
Soon •~• Iraqi pl;nes have gone back noMe to Jharha ~ir~le!a 1n Kuwat't, 

«nd ~ne AWACS cr•w ;~•• oack,to wat~hint and waitin~ at 'their •creens. 
!t was an incioer.~, bltt not wn un~olliii!On one. The Ir.t~•:ns don't fl\1 mu~r .. 

cui when thaw do it's usuallw ~nis •cenario. 
The AWACS is a sopnis~icat&d, computar-opera'tad surveillance plana, 

~!S'tinguisn6e bw 'the 91an~ raaar pod over 1is fu••l•~e. This •s the 41rst 'ima 
t 1~ n•s ceen visitea cw Amertcan J~urnaltsts in • po~ential com~a't situation. 
l The A~ACS, or e-: as 1ts PeoPle call it, 1s ~• fir•t lifte of defense 
f~or ~ne for~•• of ~ne Uni'ted States •nd other co~n~ries that ~ave co•• nere to 
1 
~eTeng Saudi Arabia avatnst•fr•q•s S11ddam ~usse1n. 

1 Tn•s airplane not onlY can •Pot anw air~ra-f't 'that pops up in iraq or 
~ ~uwai't, it can marsn;l and control ~he ;ir de~enses •sain•~ tne~. · 
r !~ •n all-~u~ wa~. B~kony1 saws. 'thls one AWACS could trac~ ~ne en~mw t ~nd eo-oroinate 209 'to 389 ~•eric•n; Saudi and !ri~isM warplan•s on o4fensive 
rand ae+ensiv• missions ;~.;J;;inst 1::1"1e .Ir'a<:rts.-

t 
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Tnou9n lt is deS49nad ~o de~·~~ air~ra~t. the wWACS is so sansittve It 
~•n pick up a ape-din; a~tomobile on a h19hW6~ ~iva m1les ~elow. 

•Th•s• ~i.gnten; that are sc:re.utins along are easy m••t for ua:," s;;11s 
>taff Sgt. Nick Kropp, 31, o~ Geneseo, Ill., one of tne •~rveillanc:e 
technicians. 

"' . Even so, ~econos count, and tna aurveillance ~•a• works rapidlll to tr;;c 
and identi•~ an111thins the~.spot. 

·~e assu•• the worst and swt up as sueh," Kropp ••~s. 
The A•er1~an ~WRCS ~rews are the most experienced troops h•r• In sd~Oi 

AraDia. For almost lB years, until April of 1989, VS AWACS pl;;nes flew 24 nour~ 
a da~ here in Sa~di Araoia, accoroin; to Lt. Col. Oon Fowler, 46, of Wn1tesooro 
Tex., anotner 111ss i•;m cor.trol commilnder, 

Ttl.e wmeric:aru;; 111ork ci.o~el-. wttn Saudi AWIIC's Pl.;,r.es ar.o cra111s, 01'1 "this 
mission, the Amer1can Plan• rePla~es a Sau~~ •WACS in the ~kWo ilftO tnere are twc 
Saudis in ~h• us crew. 

Orie IS • miss;.on coni:roi eomr~;;l'lo•r, l..t. Col. Su.leman M\I.Sall,;arh 40, of 
Sassi~. The o~•~ is a we,;apons dlre~tor, First Lt. M~lih Alsanlio 28, o~ R1waan, 
wno sita risnt next to First Lt. Sh~ron F. M,;anan, 26, of Miami, Flii. 

On thi.s·'muslon, f'IAhiin is responsibli -for 'the CAP, or eomb,;ai: air patro~. 
Tnese ,;art th• ~ignt&r planes--Sau~l, 6rltish and Aro~rican--that ar~ in the sky 
to prote~'t tne AIJACS P l41nw, . 

In i:h• event o-f an atta~~. Miinan and tne otner we;;Pons ~irectors would 
18"'d tne ~nmt;:rs o.fi' to !!'hOo"t d0111n tne er.ero<,~. At th& same. time, the AWACS, 
which ls regiirdad as a "hi9h value assat,• wo~ld move OY"t o~ harm's wa11 if 
i:l'lreai:O!"'ed, 

The •asw waw to 11noerstana an AWACS Plane, Bako,..wt s<i\IS, is to tn11'1k of 
it •~ an a~rpor"t air ~ra+•i~ c:on"trol s11stem 1n tn.e sk~--but with one di~-ference. 

"Air "tra~~ic con"trol keeps 911"Planes apart,• h• said. "Our job IS to Pu"t 
them tQwettler.• 

Th~ brains of the AWACS i~ a gia"'t computer, which has rou;hl~ the same 
power as 190 hoMe computers. There are .ei;nt tenerator• to run that ana tne 15 
si't~ation di1Pla11 consolas, alon;·witn the radar and the oth~r aquiPm•nt, 
includint communt~at1ons link~ ~ith all the US ~orcas hare. Each 9ener•tor co\l.ld 
power a $aall eit~. 

This mission, wnich runs all nignt and in~ludes two air-to-alr 
re-f~elin;s. 9ets o~~ "to a roekw st~rt wnen th~ No. 3 tenerator balks. Tne crew 
suc~ess~ulv bwP•s••• lt, ~~t then the ~irst KC-13! tanker doesn't snow uP where 
it'S SUPPOSed to be, 

Anotner ta,..kar ts scram~led a"'d it ~con Join~ tne AWACS high in "the sk~. 
8ut yor so•e reason, its a~"topilo~ is not workins, so tne KC-tJS Pilot •nd the 
AWACS pilot, Capt. Sill Shinners, Je, of "ilwaukee, •ust -flw ow 'the seat o• 
tneir pants auring tne dark and oelicate Mane~~.ver--the •ost o;;n;erous tn1ng tna 
AWACS does. 

After one ~else start, Shinners works the AWACS up under the KC-13~, 
wnich looks like a 91ant science-fiction insect novar1n; overhead, and sucks ~n 
7,268 9alJons of ;asoltne in nine minutes. 

La"ter, w1tn Capt. "ike ~ol•• 39 1 o~ 
A.,~CS takes on ano"tner 12,990 9&llons in 21 

Los ~n;eles, at tne 
minutes to carr~ it 

c:on<trols, ~ne 
tnrougn the >ino 

o-r· its aission. 
-· The rest of the 

AWACS Planes nere·-~oth 
Gutw in tAe skwo witn • 
~i'tr•·i lie11 l:li!ick nome: 

Not "to worroo~. 

" 
sortiw IS mostlw unevent~ul. But this ~no tne other 
Americ~n an~ Saudi Arabi~n--wtll continue their sentr~ 
stapl• Messa;• -for tne troops here as wwll as tMw1r 
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T~EN AND FilED BY PITFR COPELAND.<IT>[F 
ill!) 
j{PA'R] 
•<no> SAUDI ABA~IA - A~erican women soldiers have become pioneers in this 
p!esert kinc,dom, 4oint: th1Dt;s and eohr. places that alwa)'s bad been oft 
'limits to women.(IT>[PAR] 
~!O) The A~erican vo~en hardl7 feel 11~e pi~neers, however, and some 
~esent tein~ sent to • countrl where the1 are allowed to die in battle 
tbut not to wear t-shirts .(I'r)[PAR] 
•(RO) . . 
ff"]'l'he thint that l!'o·thers 'll'e is that we are over here to defend their 
~onntr)', but thet 4on•t •ant females becnse 1t h n 1uult to Arab 
rcul ture, [ "] 
f"Said a toun~ woman who is a lieutenant with the Army's 18th Airborne 
~Cor;t:s. <IT> [PAR] 
KRO> 
·r"JJ'nrty percent of' m;r unit are women, but the)' are not supposed to drive 
~n the cities or wear t-
shirts, ("] she said .<IT)(PAR] 
·<llO> Another wo111an officer said, 
.["1lf' I ware stationed over here permanently, I would do ever;rthin10 I 
j'C011ld to sontor111 with their customs, but the Amfllrlcan mllit.ary means 
~omen. We ve tot a Jot to do, and I m coin& to do 
'it.['')(IT)[PAR] 
~~!~~ot h!i~ven percent of t~e U.S. armed forces are wome~. Altho~h they 

["len mba t ( .. ] 
po~ition~. th~ modern battlefield has no front 11~e and the vomen 

carry r,as masks, rifles an4 sidearms just like the men do.<IT>{PARJ 
<RO) ~hey have landed in a country where men and women are segregated in 
public, with separate sections on buses and 1~ restaurants. Saudi women 
.look like ravens, drapped 1n black robes with black veils and even long 
'black Eloves, despite temperatures of 1~ de,:rees.<IT>[PAR] 
•-<RO> Riding in a bus across a re111ote air strip, Air Force Capt. 11eck7 
'Colaw said, 
; f'']It's pretty good out here because there are no Saud1s.<IT>[PAF] 

(110) 
'{'.]We can drive trucks and do what ve want. We still tr)' to contorr wlth 
•local custo111s, and we try to keep our shirts 
t 011, [ "J Colaw said.( 1 T) {PAR) 
'(RO> 
t['']The only thinr. you can't do is wear shorts and t-sbirts outside the 
i,compou!ld, [ ") 
~ said Colaw, one of about 150 women who maintain Jets, handle supplies 

~
and load m1~siles v1th the !54th !actical Fichter Vint•from Mtrtle 
each, S.C,(IT>[PAR] 
RO> Colaw ~o~ed that the lack of contact with Saud1 women -most 

:soldiers haven t seeu 111 sin,le one end the men probabl)' never will 
t:s~eak to one- will boost tbe <NO>popular1ty (RO)of the women sold1ers in the 
Jl!'&nks, (IT) [PAR) 

r-:RO) 
'']We'll bave to shoot the men off after a 
eek, [ "] Co lav said. <IT> [!'All] 

~t'!ORJ) 
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--~-... --~-. <RO>. Rer co~mander, Col. Sandy Sharp, said, 
[''JWe bave respected their customs, and we will co~tinue to do so. It is 
soroeth1ng of a problem for the lad1es.<IT>[PARJ 
<RO) 
['']We keep tbem in uniform most of the 
t1111e, ["] Sharp said. 

" ('')It they are in civilian clothes,. they should cover their legs and wear 
f more clothes than the heat ~1~bt sucGest.<IT>[PAR) 

<RO) 
[")As lent; as they are in military uniform, they are military members ud 
our hosts understand 
that,["J Sharp said.(IT)[PAR) 
<RO> A Western d1~lomat bere said, 
f'']Saud1 women are veiled and out or sight, and in the vtew of some 

1 Saudis, Western women ought to be, too, and especially not driving 
vehicles and going to ~•Jor ~overnment ins1t1tutions.<IT>[PAR) 
<RO> . 
('')The ~osition of the o.s. military is that you ta~e them as a 
paclrage, [ "l the diplomat satd. 
['')They are not eoing to change the way they do business ~ecause of local 
sens1t1v1ties.[''] 
<IT>(PAR] 
<RO) In fact, A~erican servicewomen have already broKen down barriers 
thet Saudi women and female diplomats had not crossed.(lT>(PAR] 
<RO> No women can drive here and ,1ngle women are not even ~upposed to 
ride in tbe front seat with a man, but it is common to see American 
servicewomen drtvtng on bases.<IT)[PAR) 
<RO) Women assigned to the o.s. embassy here hed not even been inside 
the Saudi military headquarters for a visit, but nov women soldiers are 
workine th~re.<IT>[PABl . 
<RO) 
{'']It's a learning process on both sides, said ~1r force Chief Master 
Sgt. James Cbalmers.<IT>(~AR] 
<RO) 
{'']We explain to our women what the cust~~s are so they know where they 
stand. The Saudis have ~estions. They were surprised that the tirls are 
turn1n~ wrenches and chan,tng tires just like the 
~en.(' ]<IT>[PAR) 
<RO) In some cases, Saudi men are working alongside American women with 
no problems.<IT>[PAR] 
<RO> Saudi and American crews have been flying AWACS radar planes 
together for eight years, althou~h American women still are not allove~ 
aboard the Saudi planes.<IT)(PAR] 
<RO) 
{''JI wouldn't want to go on a Saudi 

• 

~lane,['') sa1d one female sereeant. 
t'']Thtl sometimes just sit end stare at 
you.(''J<IT>[PA~J 
<~O> The <NO>AWACs <RO>crews tell of the ti~e a Saudi businessman offered a 

Ill ale 
t cre11mell'l:er $560,000 for a female crevmem'bar.<IT>(PAR] 
' <RO> And some walls still have not come dovn.<IT>(PAa] 
~ <RO> Reporters allowed on an AWACS fl1£ht saw Saudi men work1ng 

comfortably on radar !creens alongside American vomen.<IT>(PARl 
(RO> After the flight,. a Saudi officer 1nv1 ted everyone tor lunch at the 

(MORE) 
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palat1al Saud1 ottlcers club. lt the gate, u.s. 11r Force Capt. 
i Christ1ne Queen stepped out ot the car so the rest ot the group - all 
; l'len • could 10 111s1de the tr.ale-onlt club.<l!>[PAR] 
,_.. <RO)end (END) 
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PUBLIC AF'F'AIRS 

ASSISTANT SECRET,IO.RY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. Z03UI·I400 
' 

MEMORANDUM FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER, U.S. EUROPEAN COMMAND 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER, U.S. ATLANTIC COMMAND 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER, U.S. SOUTHERN COMMAND 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER, U.S. PACIFIC COMMAND 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER, U.S. CENTRAL COMMAND 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER, U.S. SPECIAL OPERATIONS COMMAND 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER, U.S. TRANSPORTATION COMMAND 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER, FORCES COMMAND 

SUBJECT: Navy Exercise Media Pool After Ac~ion Report 

During a recent Battle Group Eve..l 'Jation cond'lCted by the Third 
Fleet in the PACOM AOR, a group of Navy journalists was used to simu
late the DoD National Media Pool. The resulting media pool exercise 
proved beneficial to both the public affairs personnel and operators 
who would have been dealing with the real pool had it been deployed. I 
am forwarding a copy of the Third Fleet After Action Report on the 
exercise for your information and use in planning similar events in 
your area. 

This is an excellent example of a concerted effort to exercise our 
media pool planning in anticipation of a real-world deployment of the 
pool. I salute the effort and encourage each of you to plan and 
execute such exercises in your own respective areas. Please keep me 
posted of the results, as I continue to monitor efforts to improve our 
ability to deploy the DoD National Media Pool. 

Attachment: 
As stated 

-

~~ 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. Z0301·1400 

PUBL.IC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Osama Nugali 
Acting Director, Saudi Arabia Information Office 
Embassy of Saudi Arabia 
601 New Hampshire Avenue, NW 
District of Columbia 20037 

Dear Mr. Nugali, 

2 4 AUG 199Q 

I would like to take this opportunity to convey my apprecia
tion for the excellent relationship that we have enjoyed when 
working with you and your staff on matters of mutual interest. 
The spirit of cooperation manifested in our relationship gives me 
great confidence that the efforts of our two countries will 
ultimately be successful in achieving our mutual goal. 

I am forwarding to you a memorandum which we received from 
Captain Michael T. Sherman, U.S. Navy, the Chief of the United 
States Central Command Joint Information Bureau in Dhahran. In 
this memorandum, he indicates that he was advised by Mr. Shaheen 
to request your assistance in obtaining visas for eight journal
ists in the United States and one American journalist now located 
in London. 

I would appreciate any assistance you may be able to provide 
in obtaining these visas. 

Please do not hesitate to let me know if we may be of fur
ther assistance. 

Attachment 
As stated 

-

Sincerely, 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
Public Affairs 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBt.tC AFFAIRS 2 4 AUG 1990 

MEMORANDUM FOR DOD NATIONAL MEDIA POOL BUREAU CHIEFS 

SUBJECT: DoD National Media Pool 

The DoD National Media Pool will be disbanded effective 1700 
EDT, 26 August 1990. Members of the pool will be offered 
transportation back to CONUS via military airlift to occur within 
72 hours of termination of the pool. Those who wish to remain in 
Saudi Arabia may do so if they obtain host nation approval. 
Those who remain in Saudi Arabia will assume responsibility for 
arranging and paying for their return transportation to the U.S. 
via commercial means. All pool members should be informed of 
this stipulation. 

The CNN contract uplink equipment and associated technicians 
will remain in country under the umbrella of a DoD/CENTCOM pool 
uplink facility. Those personnel and equipment will remain 
eligible for DoD return transportation to CONUS once their pool 
status is terminated by OASD(PA). 

The current DoD National Media Pool is the largest, most 
ambitious pool deployment yet. It has performed well, and those 
involved are commended for a job well done. 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary o1 Def~J~H 
(Public Altaira) 



DATE: 23 Aug 90 

SUBJECf: Media Pool Material Distribution Dispute 

1. PROBLEM: Greg Mathison of MAl News Photography Agency has informed us that 
as many as eight (8) representatives of Photo agencies will be at 23 August DoD press 
conference to ask Mr. Williams why they can't share in the pool and why Time is being 
permitted to embargo their photos and reselling them to other magazines. 

2. DISCUSSION: Mathison claims the following; 

a. Dennis Brack of Time (member of DoD pool) did not provide his photos free to 
Newsweek and U.S. News as required by the pool rules, but sold the photos to those 
magazines for $6000.00. (We have not confirmed this with Newsweek or U.S. News.) 

b. Time magazine is not turning all photos taken by Brack over to the other pool news 
magazines, but is holding some back and selling those through the Time photo service. This is 
unfair trade practice vis a vis the photo agencies and supports their argument to be pan of 
the pool. 

c. The photo agencies are going to attend the news brief on Thursday to raise this 
issue with Mr. Williams. 

d. The photo agencies may decide to join in taking legal measures against the Depan
ment of Defense because the DoD is restraining their trade. 

e. Bruce Russell of REUTERS tells us there was a meeting between the news magazines 
and the photo agencies in New York yesterday to discuss this issue. Apparently nothing was 
resolved. 

f. In June we sent out letters to pool members to request their comments on a change 
to pool rules which states that pool products are to be shared with all media, not just those 
on the pool. So far we have received 10 written responses supporting the change. We have 
received 3 negative responses (called in from Time, Newsweek and U.S. News) disagreeing with 
the proposed change. 

3. REroMMENDATION: The foiling response (coordinated with LCDR Hartung via 
telephone) is recommended if the question is raised at the press brief: 

The Hoffman report recommended that tbe "ASD(P A) 

should ... require all pool participant organizations ·· whether 

print, still photo, TV or radio ·· to share all pool products with 

all elements of the news industry. Pool participants must 



' ... 
l I' • 

understand they represent the entire industry. Any pool partici 

pant refusing to share with all legitimate requestors should be 

dropped from the pool and replaced by another organization that 

agrees to abide by time honored pool practices." 

We are evaluating this recommendation and in June sent a 

letter to pool members asking for comments about a proposed 

change to the ground rules in this area. Forty-five letters were 

sent. As of today we have received 10 written and 3 verbal 

responses. As yet there is no clear consensus as to the recom· 

men dation, we will continue to work on it. 

Note; Office of the General Counsel (Kathy Peluso- 7-2714) recommends that if anyone 
mentions the possibility of a law suit on this issue, the following answer is appropriate: 

I will not comment on any potential litigation where the Depart· 
ment of Defense may be a party. 

LTC Harke/3-1073 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF OEFEN,SE 

WASHINGTON. O.C. 20301·1400 

ftUDt.l~ AFF'AIRS 

SUBJECT: Amendm~nt of DoD Media Pool Travel Authorization and 
Orders 

TO: Individuals Concerned 

So much of DoD National Media Pool Travel Authorization and 
Orders No 90-1, dated 12 Aug pertaining to the individuals listed 
at Atcachment 1 is hereby amended .as .follows: 

AS READS: "during the period 12-26 Aug 90". 

IS AMENDED TO READ: "during the period 12 Aug - 1 Sep 90". 

REQUESTED: APPROVED: 

Ala<~~t.J.~ 
~Peter Alexandrakoa 
;· Colonel, U.S. Air Force 

Director for Plans 

Robert w. Taylor 
Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of Defense (Public Affairs) 
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Frank Aukofer' 

Jay Petersell 

Peter Coleland 

Martin Jeong 

Al Levin 

# -

At cachmen t. 1 

Milwaukee Journal 

Time 

Scripps Howard 

UPI 

CNN 

• 

** TOTAL PAGE.BC3 ** 



~EMORANDUM FOR CAPTAIN WILDERMUTH- RIYADH 
INFO CAPTAIN SHERMAN- DHAHRAN 

SUBJECT: Media Pool Composition 

3JAUG90 

In reference to our conversation about media pools earlier today, CJCS message DTG 
182305Z MAY 90 provides the moSt wrrent information about the procedures and require
ments for contingency media pools. While it fOaJses on the DoD National Media Pool, most 
of the guidance also applies to regional pools. 

Although open media coverage has been estabUshed in Sauda Arabia, a regional pool may 
still be needed in order to get media into an operational area should hostilities occur. 
Therefore, we recommend you develop plans to very quiddy estabHsh and deploy a regional 
pool to cover such contingencies. 

Since any pool you aeate would be from the large media oontingent already in theatre, you 
should be able to tailor your pool to provide excellent area and unit ooverage. Based on our 
experience with DoD pools, we recommend you ensure all types of media organizations (e.g., 
TV, radio, wires, etc.) are represented in the pool. That pool would then be divided into smaller 
subpools to be deployed to areas of activity or anticipated activity throughout the theatre. 
Then, as the situation develops, the subpools would file their stories which, oollectively, would 
provide ooverage of the overall operation. 

Although in the DoD pool not all types of media are expected to be in each subpool, regional 
pools are less restrictive and, depending on available transportation, each subpool should 
contain at a minimum TV, radio, print, and a photograph representation. 

Another issue facing you is the large contingent of international media They too should be 
factored into the coverage. The exact composition is situational based upon numbers present 
and transportation available. 

I hope this helps. It's a challenge, but a necessary one in order to be ready for all eventuali
ties. 



6 september 1990 

DOD NATIONAL MEDIA POOL DEPLOYMENT 
OPERATION DESERT SHIELD 

To provide media coverage of Operation DESERT SHIELD, the 
DoD National Media Pool was deployed from washington on August 
12, 1990. The pool travelled to MacDill Air Force Base in Tampa, 
Florida, and was briefed by the CINC about the ongoing operation. 
The group then travelled via military aircraft to King Abdul Aziz 
Air Base in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, to cover the ongoing deploy
ment of U.S. Forces in support of Desert Shield. 

The pool covered all aspects of the deployment including the 
arrival of various Army, Air Force and Marine corps units: the 
arrival of equipment and material: and saudi military participa
tion in the operation. Additionally, pool members covered naval 
operations in the Persian Gulf, participated in an operational 
AWACS mission, and spent several nights in the field with forward 
deployed u.s. troops. 

Once a sufficient independent (non-pool) media presence was 
established in the area to ensure continued coverage of u.s. 
military activities, the DoD National Media Pool was disbanded at 
5 p.m. EST, August 26, 1990. Only two media pool members chose 
to return, however: the remainder chose to remain in saudi Arabia 
to continue coverage of DESERT SHIELD. 

current coverage of ongoing activities is being facilitated 
by a Joint Information Bureau in Riyadh and a Combined/Joint 
Information Bureau in Dhahran, operated in conjunction with the 
saudi Arabian government. The current media presence, including 
both u.s. and international press, is approximately 400, a number 
that continues to grow daily. Coverage of ongoing activities is 
being facilitated through "media opportunities" that are avail
able on a sign-up basis. Individual assistance for special 
projects is provided to u.s. media only. While there is no 
censorship of media in Saudi Arabia, ground rules that protect 
the operational security of our troops are voluntarily adhered to 
by media on scene. 

The DoD National Media Pool for Operation DESERT SHIELD consisted 
of the following organizations: 

Associated Press 
United Press International 
Reuters 
CNN 
National Public Radio 
Time 
Los Angeles Times 
Scripps-Howard Newspapers 
Milwaukee Journal 



MEMORANDUM FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

THROUGH DIRECTOR FOR PLANS ~ 
(PUBLIC AFFAIRS) 

2 3 OCT \G~Q 
SUBJECT: Anticipated Media Complaint on Chairman's Visit To 

Saudi Arabia 

I received a telephone call from Commander David Knox (CCPA) 
in Riyadh at 0900 23 Oct 90 providing a "heads up" on anticipated 
media complaints regarding "unfair" access given to ABC TV during 
the Chairman's visit there. Commander Knox's report is as fol
lows: 

"Upon arrival, the Chairman informed CCPA that he wanted no 
scheduled media opportunities, but if something were to come up, 
the PAO could feel free to take whatever media happened to be 
available in the city along to cover it without pooling the 
media. The JIB at Dhahran put out a somewhat conflicting notice 
saying that there would be "no media opportunities at all." ABC 
TV asked to co.ver the Chairman's visit and was told "there are no 
scheduled opportunities." ABC, however, sent a team in anyhow on 
the chance that something might come up, even though there were 
no scheduled opportunities. An opportunity did, in fact, come up 
and ABC was taken out to cover it. They took a risk and it paid 
off. They were told their coverage could be considered "unilat
eral." A tape of that coverage is now on the way back to the 
states. Meanwhile, Joe Albright of Cox Newspapers also came on 
the chance that he might get an opportunity and was set up for a 
6 a.m. interview.with the Chairman. However, he pooled the 
results of his interview. The result is that all the rest of the 
media at Dhahran are very angry and plan to make calls to Wash
ington, D. C. to protest what they consider to have been unfair 
access granted to ABC. Deborah Amos of NPR has stated she will 
telephone Pete Williams to complain. Also, Mr. Alacastro of NBC 
plans to complain. Meanwhile, the Albright pool report is in the 
hands of the rest of the media and the combat camera team got 5 
or 10 minutes footage of the General shaking hands and talking 
with the troops. The question which Captain Wildermuth asked 
Commander Knox to relay to ASD(PA) is, "Is there any reason CCPA 
must require ABC to pool their report since the only advantage 
they had was to take a risk to come up when there was nothing 
scheduled?" 

, W),~ woviJ ? . 

~8 ~~-
~ 

~~ 
Jerry R. Harke 
Lieutenant Colonel, u. s. Army 
Plans Officer 
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08/2cl/1990 10:40 SAN DIEGO TRIBUNE NEWS*** 619 299 7520 

SAN DIEGOSTRIBUNE 

August 20, 1990 

Mr. Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs 
Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
washington, DC 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

P.02 

I am asking the Pentagon to include Tribune military 
writer Jim Michaels in the next press pool being arranged to 
tour U. s. Military operations in Saudi Arabia or naval 
operations in the Persian Gulf. 

Mr. Michaels is already in Dubai, awaiting permission 
to join naval forces in the gulf or to enter Saudi Arabia. He 
has been in contact with officials at the u. s. consulate 
there, who suggested this letter. He is ready to go virtually 
within minutes of a final approval. 

' In the interest of geographical balance among the pool/ 
reporters, and given the presence of many San Piego-based/ 
ships and Marines in the area, I think there would be little: 
question about the validity of letting Michaels join the pool,: 

CL:tbs 

I am hoping you will grant this request. I 

Carl Larsen 
Metro Editor 

350 CAMINO DE LA R~INA P.O. BOX 191 SAN DIEGO, CA. 92112·4100 PH. (619) 299 3131 

I 

\ 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. James P. Gannon 
The Detroit News 
Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301-1400 

1148 National Press Building 
Washington, D.C. 20045 

Dear Mr. Gannon: 

1 0 S E P 1990 

Thank you for your letter of August 23rd, in which you 
expressed your interest in having The Detroit News represented in 
the Department of Defense National Media Pool. 

As you may already know, the list from which pool representa
tives are selected is compiled by the American Newspaper Publish
ers Association. The Detroit News was included on earlier lists, 
but was deleted by ANPA when it was acquired by Gannett Company, 
Inc., in March 1986. The Gannett Company has designated as its 
pool representatives USA Today and the Gannett News Service. 

I appreciate your continued interest in the Media Pool. If 
you have further questions concerning the Pool, please. feel free 
to contact Lieutenant Commander Gregg Hartung, USN, at 
202-697-6163. 

cc: 
Mr. Robert L. Burke 
Senior Vice President 
American Newspaper Publishers Association 
Box 17407, Dulles Airport 
Washington, D.C. 20041 

-

of Defense 



The Detroit News 
61~ LAFAYETTE BLVD./DETROIT. MICHIGAN "11231 

WASHINGTON BUREAU 
1146 NATIONAL PRESS BUILDING 
WASHINGTON. O.C. 20045 
202·6&2-7370 

August 23, 1990 

Mr. Peter Williams 

•• )> 

Assistant Secretary, Public Affairs 
Department of Defe11se 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D. C. 20301-1400 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

I was operating under the evidently mistaken impression that The Detroit 
News was on the list of newspapers for the Pentagon press pool for the 
Persian Gulf operations. However, a Major Hunt in your office has in
formed me that The Detroit News is not on the pool list. 

I am writing to request that you put The Detroit News on the pool list 
for possible future selection when pool members are rotated. 

The Detroit News is a major metropolitan newspaper with a daily circula
tion exceeding 500,000, circulating throughout Michigan. In addition, 
The Detroit News editorial staff provides all of the hard-news coverage 
for the combined Sunday editions of the Detroit News and Detroit Free 
Press. That. gives us a Sunday circulation of 1.3 million, which is the 
fourth-largest Sunday newspaper in the United States. 

The Detroit News is a Gannett Co. newspaper, and the reports of its 
correspondents go out over the Gannett News Service to all 81 Gannett 
~aily newspapers across the country. That gives a Detroit News writer 
a nationwide exposure with potential circulation of several million 
readers nationally. 

Thank you for your attention to this request. I look forward to your 
response. 

JPG/ml 

ct) 
BAtJIEI' ·------

Sincerely, 

QM\0 f 4~/1-j---
U:::es P. Gannon 

Bureau Chief 

) 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBLIC AI"F'AIRS 

Ms. Maria Wilhelm 
Washington Bureau Chief 
People Magazine 
1050 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036-5334 

Dear Ms. Wilhelm: 

1 0 SEP 1990 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding People's interest 
in becoming a part of any media pool covering current military 
action in the Middle East. Currently, the Department of Defense 
National Media Pool has been disbanded and coverage in the area 
is being accomplished on a unilateral basis. There are occa
sional regional media pools being facilitated by the Combined 
Joint Information Bureau in Saudi Arabia when circumstances will 
not permit unilateral access. 

If you would be interested in further information concerning 
chese regional media pools you can contact the Combined Joint 
Information Bureau at 966-3-891-8555, ext. 5461/5439. If we can 
be of any further assistance, do not hesitate to call. 

Since:r;.ely, 

~' 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



August 10, 1990 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary for 

Public Affairs 
Dept. of Defense 
The Pentagon; Room 2E800 
Washington D.C. 

Dear Hr. Williams: 

Tune Inc. Magazines 

PEOPLE 
1050 Connecticut Ave., N.W. 
Woshington, D.C. 20036·5334 

202-861-4000 

This letter is to request that PEOPLE Magazine's 
correspondent Mike Ryan and photographer Harry Benson 
be considered as candidates for any media pool covering 
current military action in Saudi Arabia and the Persian 
Gulf. 

Messrs. Ryan and Benson are already in the Middle 
East; they are currently in Cairo. 

The enclosed article shows you their previous work 
when the two covered u.s. military action in Panama 
last December. 

Please do not hesitate to call my office at 861-4089 
with any question. Thank you very much. 

Sincerely, 

LJ""~' /VI • . '-1 b IC'.J\A tl 
Mhria Wilhelm 
Washington Bureau Chief 

enc. 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 2030!-1400 

PUSL.IC AFFAIRS 

Ms. Sherry Von Ohlsen 
Best-Seller, Inc. 
20 Woodlawn Road 
Sparta, NJ 07671 

Dear Ms. Von Ohlsen: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding your interest in 
becoming a part of any media pool covering current military 
action in the Middle East. Currently, the Department of Defense 
National Media Pool has been disbanded and coverage in the area 
is being accomplished on a unilateral basis. There are occa
sional regional media pools being facilitated by the Combined 
Joint Information Bureau in Saudi Arabia when circumstances will 
not permit unilateral access. 

If you would be interested in further information concerning 
these regional media pools you can contact the Combined Joint 
Information Bureau at 966-3-691-8555, ext. 5461/5439. If we can 
be of any further assistance, do not hesitate to call. 

Sincerely, 

Signed 
Pete Williams 

.cP~it~~whc:r:'!1allfs 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



FACK~1GE8.WRRP TEL: 

August 17, 1990 

Mr. Pete Williams 
Dept. of Defense 
Public Affairs Office 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D,C, 20301 

Dear Mr. Williams, 

Rug 17.90 12:45 No.006 P.Ol 

Best-Seller, Inc. 
20 Woodlawn Road 

Spnrta, New jen1cy 07871 
(20 1) 729-4886 

I have been infor~ed that I should contact you in order 
to be part of any upcoming media pools being sent to Saudi 

.<bia. THE WORLD & I, a publication of the Washington Times 
;. .. ,·poration, has tequested that I travel to Saudi Arabia to 
cover the events for the magazine, 

WORLD & I is an international magazine serving an audience 
of doctors, lawyers and academics, an audience I understand 
the military is eager to gain support from. I feel it is 
in the interest of both the magazine and the United States 
governu1ent to find a slot for me in the Pentagon's arrangement 
of media in the Middle East. 

Please inform me on the possibility and on whatever is 
required for selection. Also, please contact editor Rick rearce 
at WORLD & I for any further information/confirmation, Thank 
you. 

Sincerely Yours, 

a~o/ /kCPt~v---
Sherry von Ohlsen 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, O.C. Z0301·1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Sid Holt 
Managing Editor 
Rolling Stone 
745 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10151 

Dear Mr. Holt: 

SEP 2 4 19!1! 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding Rolling Stone's · 
interest in becoming a part of any media pool covering current 
military action in the Middle East. Currently, the Department of 
Defense National Media Pool has been disbanded and coverage in 
the area is being accomplished on a unilateral basis. There are 
occasional regional media pools being facilitated by the Combined 
Joint Information Bureau in Saudi Arabia when circumstances will 
not permit unilateral access. 

If you would be interested in further information concerning 
these regional media pools you can contact the Combined Joint 
Information Bureau at 966-3-891-8555, ext. 5461/5439. If we can 
be of any further assistance, do not hesitate to call. 

Sincerely, 

Signed 
PeteaNltlia811 iams 
~~a~~?~ecretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



745 fifth Avenue. New \Uri<.. New Yori<.IOl5l (2l2)PL8·3800 

August 13, 1990 

Mr. Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs 
The Pentagon 
Room 2EBOO 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

Rolling Stone Magazine plans to cover the events In the Persian Gulf, and would 
therefore like to request that our writer P.J. O'Rourke be part of any media pool 
opportunities departing for the Persian Gulf area. 

It Is my understanding that the national pool has already been sent to the area, 
and that no other pools have been sent yet. We would like to have Mr. O'Rourke 
In the Middle East as soon as possible, and would appreciate your contacting us 
when any pool opportunities arise. I can be reached at (212)350-1245. 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

Sincere!)'\ 

.1:!:!-' 
Managing Editor 

SH/ob 

-



f ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Mr. Carl Larsen 
Metro Editor 
San Diego Tribune 
350 Camino de la Reina 
P.O. Box 191 
San Diego, CA 92112-4106 

Dear Mr. Larsen: 

• 
SEP < 4 1Qtl 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding the San Diego 
Tribune's interest in becoming a part of any media pool covering 
current military action in the Middle East. Currently, the 
Department of Defense National Media Pool has been disbanded and 
coverage in the area is being accomplished on a unilateral basis. 
There are occasional regional media pools being facilitated by 
the Combined Joint Information Bureau in Saudi Arabia when cir
cumstances will not permit unilateral access. 

If you would be interested in further information concerning 
these regional media pools, you can contact the Combined Joint 
Information Bureau at 966-3-891-8555, ext. 5461/5439. If we can 
be of any further assistance, do not hesitate to call. 

Sincerely, 
Signed 

Pete W>tiia;-t~S 
~sislanl Secr~tary 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 

' 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBLIC AF"F'AIRS 

Ms. Susan Schauer 
Washington Bureau Chief 
Scripps League Newspapers 
1174 National Press Building 
Washington, D.C. 20045 

Dear Ms. Schauer: 

SEP 1 2 1990 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding Scripps League 
Newspapers' interest in becoming a part of any media pool cover
ing current military action in the Middle East. Currently, the 
Department of Defense National Media Pool has been disbanded and 
coverage in the area is being accomplished on a unilateral basis. 
There are occasional regional media pools being facilitated by 
the Combined Joint Information Bureau in Saudi Arabia when cir
cumstances will not permit unilateral access. 

If you would be interested in further information concerning 
these regional media pools you can contact the Combined Joint 
Information Bureau in Saudi Arabia 966-3-891-8555, ext. 5461 or 
5439. If we can be of any further assistance, do not hesitate to 
call. 

Sincerely, 

(f))! /.J: :' Y.J('. 
Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



SUSAN SCHAUER 
Waahillgton Suni~a~: Chief 

(202)783· 'ot\66 

- !"; .Schauer 
'·"-'; Chie£ 

"'.ccc ·· · - !.~ague Newspapers 
., '· ·· ~ c:mal ·Press Building 

~ :· _c • ·: :1, DC 2004'5 

_,:;;, !· •.• 

,,_. '· ".,' ,,·,cr. Seerete.ry o:f Defense 
·- :'::: Afiairs Office 

::.~~~ :)!". 

·<.Stli!!g-c.on, DC 20301.,-1400 

® 

This is "' request to place Chri~t.oplle.r F. Ro~che, Sc1·i.p:;.·' '.eectue' s 
, ""in9t.on-based defenae reporter, on the weiting list for th~· ; c.. '.gon 
:.:.1 .;;.· .. ,. ins the Iraqi invasion o£ Ku~<~ait. 

$.: •. ,.ps League is a privately owned chain o£ 30 newspap.;-:'~ ... ·:s 
"cates. '-'~ th several newspepers in the chain ·located near ·•· :.1: · · :·y be~i<~·!il• 
wc. h" · ..• a e;t.rong interest in the Peraian Gul£ crisis. 

t.H..i'.· .. ugh Mr. Roache's primary 111isson would be eover.i ;, t:..· '· · ·.·'f 
<:Jper,.tions of the U.S. military in the Middle East, our news s<?:r-.·:.C'" ~ 
.~ '· '!\0 v<?ry interested in writing various profiles of the severiceae<'• ·n··J 
"<='"'···, prot.ecting the Persian Gulf' area, -

.. :a hs\·~ ·,o n«>wa~epers in Cali:forn.'l.a, one o£ which is located nc" 
..... ·: .. ,;.:: _.,. Naval Air Station where many o:f .the Navy's carrier-based jet 
:fi.ght.er pilots are home based. One of our primary focuses ~Jould be a series 
o:f articles on the men and women aboard tbe USS Independence, and its 
F /A-18 :" ghter .squadrons, aa they prepare £or possible action in tho:"• r>. ~.£. 

·~overage would be greatly appreciated by •any of' our c 
re'·'""'~.. . ; \· ing on or near military baae~ liKe NAS Lemoore. 

l 
Rceci,, 

' '. .~ 

.. :>ave 

, ''" .1 at 

-

any questions about our request, please give me or Mr. 
202-783-1866 during business ~~urs. 

/ 

Si~ely~' 
.X //J.>1,_t<_. .If/_ -..; · 1 

_,...-$u~ci':a r ~ 
Bureau Chie£ 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301-!400 

PUBt..IC AFFAIRS 

Ms. Phyllis Schwartz 
Assistant News Director 
WLS Television, Inc. 
190 North State Street 
Chicago, IL 60601 

Dear Ms. Schwartz: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding WLS Television's 
interest in becoming a part of any media pool covering current 
military action in the Middle East. Currently, the Department of 
Defense National Media Pool has been disbanded and coverage in 
the area is being accomplished on a unilateral basis. There are 
occasional regional media pools being facilitated by the Combined 
Joint Information Bureau in Saudi Arabia when circumstances will 
not permit unilateral access. 

If you would be interested in further information concerning 
these regional media pools you can contact the Combined Joint 
Information Bureau at 966-3-891-8555, ext. 5461/5439. If we can 
be of any further assistance, do not hesitate to call. 

Sincerely, 
Signed 

Pete Williamr. 
Aui&tsoi .Secretary 
~e w:fiJ.~ams 

Assistant Secretary of Defense 
(Public Affairs) 
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WLS-TV <D 
August 14, 1990 

WLS Television Inc. 190 Nor:h St&te Sneot 
Chicago, 11\mth$ 60601 
3121501777 

Mr. Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
For PUblic Affairs 
Washington DC 

This letter offically requests that WLS-TV, Channel 7 Chicago, be 
a part of the first Defense Department Regional News Pool to the 
Micidle East. 

Our interest is reporting on the numerous military personnel from 
the Chicago area and Illinois, who are involved in the United 
States deployment and also reporting on the events in the Middle 
East for a esti~ate of 100,000 Iraqi Nationalists who reside in 
Chicago. 

All persons listed below are members of the Eyewitness News staff 
and will he covering this tour. 

Chuck Goudie Reporter 

Eugene Stanback Crew 

Joe Kussman Crew 

Dave Fell Producer 

Thank you for your prompt attention and consideration. If you hav 
any question, feel free to call me at 750-7296. 

)l:jl:',4..__; 
Phyllis Schwartz 
Assistant News Director 

. - - . . .- . 
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ASSIST ANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301·1400 

PUSL.JC AF'F'AIRS 

Ms. Cinny Kennard 
WFAA TV 
Washington Bureau 
444 N. Capitol N.W. 
Washington, DC 20001 

Dear Ms. Kennard: 

~ EP 2 ! 1Qftf: 

Thank you for your recent letter regarding WFAA TV's inter
est in becoming a member of the Department of Defense National 
Media Pool. Since WFAA TV is an ABC-TV affiliate, you already 
have access to pool material by virtue of ABC's membership in the 
pool. Video membership on the pool consists of ABC, CBS, CNN and 
NBC television networks which rotate every three months. 

I hope this answers your questions about the DoD National 
Media Pool. If we can be of any further assistance, do not 
hesitate to call. 

Sincerely, 
Signed 

Pete Williams 

~;~1t'~1 ~'!i'Xms 
Assistant secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 
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SWFAATV 
Washington Bureau 
444 N. Capitol N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
{201)638-4110 

Pete Williams 
Asst. Sec of Defense 
The Office of Public Affairs 
The Pentagon 
Washington D.C. 

Pete, 

After speaking with Greg on the phone I learned to put our television stations 
name on the list of journalists to accompany American Troops to Saudi Arabia 
or other military operations we must submit a letter to you. 

I realize the rotation and that there are certainly news organizations 
that have been on the list for some time, yet we are requesting that 
WFAA be added to the list. 

For this weekend would you please put my name on the list with Photographer 
Michael Kornely. Jim Fry is the Bureau Chief in our Washington office 
and should be contacted for further questions on background that you would 
need. 

Marty Haag is our executive news director and works closely with Burl Osborne 
who recently chaired the American Newspaper Editors Group. In fact A.H. Belo 
Corporation owns both WFAA and the Dallas Morning News where Mr Osborne is 
the editor. I believe the Dallas Morning News and one other Texas 
Newspaper accompanied troops to Panama by virtue of being in the rotation. 

Would you kindly do all thats necessary to put WFAA-T.V. on the rotation 
list and if we can answer any questions, please feel free to call me. 
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S~Y SHEET 

DOD NATIONAL M!DIA PQQL DEPLOYMENTS 

The following are brief summaries of the twelve deployments 
of the DoD National Media Pool to date: 

April 1985 - A 10-mernber pool deployed to Honduras on an 
ambitious, five-day exercise to cover UNIVERSAL TREK 65. 
Although news of the pool leaked before it left Washington and 
problems were experienced sending one pool product back to the 
u.s., the pool was still successful in that it was a learning 
experience for all participants. 

September 1985 - More limited in scope, a 12-mernber pool 
deployed to Ft. Campbell, KY, for one day to cover DOUBLE EAGLE 
85, an air assault brigade field training exercise. Pool prod
ucts were filed in a satisfactory and timely manner. Secrecy was 
maintained for this deployment. 

December 1985 - More aggressive in scope, a 12-mernber pool 
deployed for two days to cover KERNAL USHER 66-1, a Navy and 
Marine Corps amphibious exercise off the southern California 
coast. This exercise required more transportation to move pool 
members to several locations to cover various aspects of the 
exercise. It also revealed that radio interviews could not be 
recorded aboard ship due to electrical interference. Pool 
reports were released 7 1/2 hours earlier than planned when pool 
members agreed to delete one reference to an upcoming operation. 

August 1986 - A 12-member pool deployed for two days to 
cover a joint fire control exercise, GALLANT EAGLE 86, near 
Twentynine Palms, CA. This deployment was notable for several 
reasons: it was the first to include women (two); three pool 
reports were transmitted to the Pentagon in just over one hour 
each; and it was a daytime activation/assembly which presented 
unique OPSEC problems. 

February 1987 - A 12-member pool deployed for two days to 
cover an airborne jump into Honduras. This exercise required 
extensive coordination; required linking up with and joining the 
deploying force at Ft. Bragg, NC; and saw the first use of tele
copier machines to file stories over commercial telephone cir
cuits. The three pool reports were received at the Pentagon in 
one hour and 10 minutes; 22 minutes; and 32 minutes. This was 
more ambitious than the first pool deployment and, to the mili
tary, was a graduation exercise for the pool concept. 
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May 1987 - A 12-member pool deployed to Camp Lejeune, NC, 
for two days to cover an amphibious assault during exercise SOLID 
SHIELD 87. This was the first pool to file stories to the Penta
gon via classified messages for release concurrent with commence
ment of the "attack." Transportation delays to the assault area 
due to helicopter problems emphasized the need to plan backup 
transport for all phases of pool operations.· This deployment 
also marked the first routine use of the pool as called for in a 
unified or specified command plan for a significant military 
exercise. 

July 1987 - The first "real-world" use of the pool. A 
10-member pool deployed for nine days to cover Operation EARNEST 
WILL, the first U.S. Navy escort of reflagged Kuwaiti oil tankers 
through the Persian Gulf. This was the first operational deploy
ment of the pool to cover an actual military operation and 
secrecy was maintained for three days. This pool was able to 
report the reflagging of tankers and "broke" the story of the 
Bridgeton hitting a mine in gulf waters while under escort. The 
pool functioned under "real-world" conditions exactly as 
designed. 

March 1988 - The first short-notice deployment of the pool. 
The military had approximately six hours to deploy a 10-member 
pool for two days to cover the U.S. Army's no-notice, emergency 
deployment readiness exercise to Honduras, GOLDEN PHEASANT 88. 
This is considered the second operational pool deployment to 
cover what the media described as "a show of strength ordered by 
President Reagan to counter what the White House called an inva
sion by Nicaraguan forces." The standby news magazine photogra
pher for the pool was not activated, but at the magazine's 
request, their photographer was allowed to join the pool in 
Honduras. One of the three newspapers on pool standby was not 
activated and later asked permission for a reporter to join the 
pool in Honduras at the paper's expense. Permission was granted, 
but when the reporter arrived in Honduras, she chose not to join 
the·pool. The deployment was otherwise "routine." 

December 1988 - An 11-member pool deployed for four days to 
cover a brigade-level external evaluation conducted by 2nd Bri
gade, 6th Infantry Division (Light). This was the first media 
pool deployment that did not visit a JCS-level exercise or real
world action and was the first deployment to a cold weather 
environment. Members received cold weather indoctrination train
ing from Northern Warfare Training Center cadre. When asked for 
comments at the end of the deployment, print media requested more 
time for one-on-one interviews with soldiers. A significant 
lesson learned related to the need for clearly defined security 
review procedures. As a result, the security review policy was 
reevaluated. Other lessons learned concerned the environmental 
challenges that a media pool would face when covering military 
operations in arctic weather. 
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May 1989 - A 12-member pool accompanied the first aircraft 
carrying Marine Corps augmentation forces to Panama on 12 May 
1989 as part of Operation NIMROD DANCER. The force deployment 
was publicly announced by President Bush on the afternoon of 11 
May and received extensive media coverage both at the departure 
point of MCAS Cherry Point and at the arrival at Howard AFB, 
therefore, normal OPSEC procedures were not required. Further, 
media products were filed directly to news bureaus and not via 
OASD(PA) as in previous pool deployments. The decision to send 
the pool was made late afternoon on 11 May. The airlift was 
confirmed at 0115 on 12 May and call out was completed by 0145; 
Media were assembled at the Andrews AFB Media Center and pro
cessed by 0345. The Media Pool aircraft departed at 0430. The 
pool deployment served as a good exercise of DoD National Media 
Pool procedures. 

December 1989 - A 16-mernber pool deployed to cover Operation 
JUST CAUSE in the first deployment of the DoD National Media Pool 
to a ground combat operation. The call-out for the pool began at 
1930 on 19 December and experienced problems in locating pool 
personnel due to the holiday season. The operation began at 0100 
on 20 December with the media pool arriving at Howard AFB at 0500 
on that same date. Numerous delays were experienced by the pool 
in the first 36 hours of the deployment, mostly attributed to 
transportation difficulties. The pool was the first to transport 
and use a satellite ground station for direct television feeds. 
Operation JUST CAUSE represented the greatest challenge for the 
pool thus far. Pool members voiced frustration that they were 
not permitted to witness the early stages of the operation and 
other live combat action and complained that they did not have 
access to adequate transportation or communication facilities. 
The media concerns expressed at the conclusion of this deployment 
prompted the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Public Affairs) to 
commission Fred Hoffman, a forty-year veteran of the AP and a 
former Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public 
Affairs to conduct an in-depth review of the deployment and make 
recommendations to improve future media pool evolutions. Drawing 
from the experience in Panama, the ASD(PA) and the Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff drafted a message to the CINCs, which 
was signed by General Powell, reminding them of their planning 
and operational responsibilities for future pool deployments. 
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August 1990 - A seventeen member pool deployed for three 

weeks to cover the deployment of U.S. combat forces to Operation 
DESERT SHIELD in Saudi Arabia. Pool correspondents were the 
first western media on the ground in the Kingdom and provided the 
only coverage of the operation for the first week of the deploy
ment. CNN, the television component of the pool took a satellite 
ground station to provide direct television and radio feeds. 
Print journalists were able to file directly to their respective 
bureaus for the first time ever due to the availability of qual
ity commerical communications facilities. While in Saudi Arabia, 
the pool experienced unprecedented access to u.s. military forces 
and was able to cover all aspects of the operation including 
naval units at sea. The pool deployment was considered one of 
the most successful ever with pool products receiving wide play 
in all national and international media. 

Prepared October 31, 1990 



November 13, 1990 

MEDIA POOL ROTATION SCHEME 

Wire Services 

3 month rotation, beginning 1 July 1985 

OCT-DEC 90 AP - Photographer 
UPI - Correspondent 
Reuters - Correspondent 

JAN-MAR 91 AP - Correspondent 
UPI - Correspondent 
Reuters - Photographer 

APR-JUN 91 AP - Correspondent 
UPI - Photographer 
Reuters - Correspondent 

JUL-SEP 91 AP - Photographer 
UPI - Correspondent 
Reuters - Correspondent 

Magazines 

3 month rotation, beginning 1 July 1987* 

OCT-DEC 90 - u.s. News and World Report 
JAN-MAR 91 - Newsweek 
APR-JUN 91 - Time 
JUL-SEP 91 -U.S. News and World Report 

* Note: Original scheme was a 4-month rotation, but rotation 
would not move to next magazine until and immediately 
following an actual pool (not an exercise) 

Newspapers 

In order of ANPA Listing. 3-month rotation/3 per quarter 

OCT-DEC 90 - Cox Newspapers 
Capital Cities Communications, Inc. 
Pulitzer Publishing Company 

JAN-MAR 91 - The Christian Science Monitor 
The Chronicle Publishing Company 
The Washington ~ 

APR-JUN 91 - Cowles Media Company 
- News American Publishing, Inc. 
- Chicago Tribune 

JUL-SEP 91 -Gannet Ca., Inc 
- Central Newspapers 
- Knight-Ridder Newspapers 



Radio 

3-rnonth rotation, beginning 1 July 1985 

CBS Radio has requested that their rotation coincide 
with that of CBS Televison every two years. 

OCT-DEC 90 - AP Radio 
JAN-MAR 91 - Mutual/NBC Radio 
APR-JUN 91 - UNISTAR Radio 
JUL-SEP 91 - ABC Radio 

Television 

3-rnonth rotation, beginning 1 July 1985 

OCT-DEC 90 - NBC 
JAN-MAR 91 - ABC 
APR-JUN 91 - CBS 
JUL-SEP 91 - CNN 
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CCPA 16 Nov 90 

MEMORANDUM FOR OSD ODS CELL 

SUBJECT: Desert Shield Media Guidelines 

1. Attached is a copy of current media guidelines which are 
distributed to all media processes by the JIB. 

2. Plea•• remind White Houae Pre•• that, although most of them 
will not accompany the President to field units, a White House 
Media pool will do so. All or the locations are covered by the 
guidelines i.e., location, troop atrenqth, etc. We hold the 
parent news organization responsible for the activities of their 
respective correspondents in the AOR. 

3. stronqly encouraqe the White House Press to qive the attached 
1"\llee a look. 

4. lf there are any questions, please contact ua. 

Attachment. JC. R. cn.r.F.TT 
Major, USA 
Riyadh JIB Media 
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{a) 

(b) 
{c) 
(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(q) 

(h) 

(i) 

(j) 

(k) 

(1) 

(II) 
(n) 

(0) 
(p) 

Arrival of aajor u.s. unit• in CENTCOM AOR When officially 
announced &>y a u.s. apokuperaon. Mode of trav•l (aea or 
air) and data of departure from hom• atation. 
Approximate friendly force strength fiqures, by aarvice. 
Approxiaate friendly casualty and POW figures, by service. 
Approxiaate eneay casualty and POW figures for eaCh action, 
operation. 
Hon-aenaitiva, unclassified information regardinq u.s. air, 
qround, and sea operations (past and preaent). 
Friendly force aile in an action or operation will be 
announced uainq general terms such as •multi-battalion", 
•Naval Task Force•, etc. Specific force/unit 
identification/designation aay be released when it baa 
beeoae public knowledqe and no lonqer warrants security 
protection. 
Identification and location of military target• and 
objective• previoualy under attack. 
Generic oriqin of air operations such as •land" or •car~ier 
baaed". 
Date/time/location of previous conventional military 
miasions and actions as well as miasion results. 
Typaa of ordnance expended will be released in general terms 
rather than apecific amounta. 
Humber of aerial combat or reconnaissance aiaaiona or 
aorties flown in theater or operational area. 
Type of forces involved (infantry, armor, Marines, Carrier 
Battle croup) • 
Weather and cliaate conditions. 
Allied participation by type of operation (ships, aircraft, 
ground units, etc.) after approval of host nation 
governaent. 
Conventional operation nicknames. 
Haaes and hometowns ot v.s. Military units/individual• may 
now be relea•ed. · 

6. If you are not sure wbether a planned action will violate a 
ground rule, consult with your escort officer fBlQR TO TAJIHG TUAI 
ACTION. 

7. Media .VI~ •upport any personal and profesaional qear they take 
with th .. , inoludinq protective cases for professional equipment, 
battar1as, cables, converters, eto. 

8. ~dia ahould be prepared to cover the high coat of visiting 
Saudi Arabia (aucb aa $100 per niqht lodginq, $30 per meal dininq, 
ground transportation, telephone calla, etc.). RIXAI.4 ME A MQST. 

ll. It'lterviews with •ilitary personnel enterinq/departinq the 
Ministry of Defense or other public places will be coordinated in 
advance by the Joint lnforaation Bureau. THERE WILL 82 NO "AMBUSH" 
IJIPROJIP'lV I~VIZWS. 
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C£NTRAI.. COMMAI..W 005 

I CERTIFY 2'HAT THE f'OLI.QW:I:NG llfl"Of!MATION :IS TRt.TE AND CORRJ!C'l'r 

DATE: 

M»m=-------------------------------
VISA EXPIRATION: ____________ ~-----------

X!DIA AFFILIATION: ______________________________________ __ 

'1'H.E FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS :REQUl!:STED, BUT HOT MANDATORY, 

1f»1Z OF NEXT OF JtrN 1 
ADDRESS: 

PHONE: 

K!DXA AFFILIAT:ION 

RAXLING ADDRESS! ---------------------------------------------

PHONE: -------------------------------------------
PASSPORT NUMl!ER AND COt.INT:RY OF ISSt.TE: 

ADDRJ:SS IN C011N'l'RY: 

PHONE; 

(JI& PERSONNEL WILL CHECK PICTURE :ID'S) 

I UNDERSTAND AND AGREE TO COMPLY WITH ALL PROVIS:IONS OF THE MEOXA 
GOIDBLIHES AND ANY ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS THAt MY MEDIA ESCORT MAY 
PROVIDE: 

SIGNATURE: 
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ASSIST ANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS NOV 2 0 1990 

Mr. Pio Dal Cin 
Via Kennedy, 11 
31013 Codogne' (Treviso) 
Italy 

Dear Mr. Dal Cin: 

Thank you for your recent letter requesting to cover Opera
tion DESERT SHIELD. In order to cover the operation, you must 
f~rst obtain a visa from a Saudi Arabian Embassy or Consulate. 
After obtaining a visa, you can make transportation arrangements 
with any number of commercial air carriers providing service to 
the area. 

You can obtain more information about covering Operati$n ~-
DESERT SHIELD by contacting the Combined Joint Information Bureau 
in Dhahran, saudi Arabia at 966-3-891-8555, ext. 5461/5439. If 
we can be of any further assistance, do not hesitate to call. 

Sincerely, 

8e illiams 
Assistant Secretary 

(Public Affairs) 
of Defense 



Codogne' October 15th 1990 

Dea~ Mr. Williams! 

I was given your name and address by the press office of the A~erican 

Base in VICENZA Italy, following my request of being sent to the area 

of operation • Desert Shield" as a photographer who is trying his best 

to be where "History is ~urning itself into reality•. In order to do that 

I have been to Berlin for the downing of the wall last year, to Prague 

and Romania to document the historical fall of the cornunism. I have been 

to the occupied territories in the Gaza Strip. Also in 19!6 to the Venice 

Summit with President I Reagan . Kk Lately I have beeri to the *Helsinki 

Bush Gorbacev Summit and I was the only photographer there from Italy to 

be accredited.! also work with the ASSOCIATED PRESS as a stringer for the 

TREVISO area in Italy. I ~peek and write English, Italian and Frenc~. 

Should you need any further info I will be more than glad to forward 

the~ to you•. I am icluding some of the letters written to me by the 

American Ambassador in Italy in 19e6 MR. RAAB. 

Please give me a chance .Photogra and life is my photography 

~!arne PIO LAST Dal Cin BORN IN C negllano V.TO (TREVISO) ITALY on 

October 15th 1956 resident in CODOGNE'(Treviao) Via John and Robert 

Kennedy N' 11 Passport number t71C51D issued in Treviso on november 9 

1987. Telephone number 



I 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASJollNGTON. D.C. 20301-1400 

PUBL.tC: A,.P'AIRS MEMORANDUM 

- To: Washington bureau chiefs of the Pentagon press corps 

From: Pen: William¥ 

Re: Plans for pools and flight for auxiliary staff 
in the event of hostilities in the Persian Gulf 

December 14, 1990 

Since the beginning of Operation Desen Shield I have met twice, at their initiative, with 
the bureau chiefs of several news organizations that are regular members of the Pentagon 
press corps. We discussed complaints from their correspondentS in Saudi Arabia and the 
progress in refining a new plan for pool coverage in the event of hostilities in Saudi Arabia 
and the Persian Gulf. We also discussed a request front news organizations in the Penl.llgon 
press corps who ciled difficulty in getting visas for staff and who accordingly wanted help in 
getting additional personnel ~region, should hostilities break out. 

•'. 

After the second meeting, on November 28th, I briefed Secretary Cheney and General 
Powell on a concept for combat pools, tile result of a month of planning and discussions 
within the Pentagon and with miliwycommanders in the Gulf. After making some sugges
tions, the Secretary and the Chairman approved the concept. I then briefed a representative of 
the Saudi government. Our staff has since been preparing the more de1.11iled version of the 
pool concept that will become pan of the overall milil.llry plan for the operation. That work 
has proceeded over t:he past week, while I was with the Secretary on his trip last week to 
NATO and Poland. A summary of the concept is attached. I am interested in your comments 
or questions. 

The Secretary and the Chairman also approved the idea of sending a US military C-141 
aircraft to Saudi Arabia, if hostilities were to break out, carrying supplemental news media 
personnel to help cover the story of combat, given that mo~t news organizations have only 
very small staffs in Saudi Arabia now -in many cases, only one correspondent. The objective 
is to help prevent the pool operation from breaking down through a lack of news media 
representatives necessary to make it work·· the editors, producers, technicians, writers, and 
pool coordinators who will be essential to successful pool operation. 

This flight would be a one-way trip, ll'ansponing representatives of US news organiza
tions who regularly cover the Pentagon. Space for cargo will be exll'Cmely limited: each 
passenger would be allowed one small suitcase. Equipment cases should be shipped separately. I 
solicit your comments on that list as well. The bureau chiefs who first suggested the idea 
said ii"'Was predic:ated on their inability to get more than one or two visas at a time from the 
government of Saudi Arabia. Should the visa picture open up, I suggest we re::1ddress the need 
forthe plane. \ 

Thank you for your continued suggestions and comments. 



.: 

.. 

Department of Defense 
Contingency Plan for Media Coverage of Hostilities 

Operation DESERT SHIELD 

The objective of this plan is to ensure news media access to 
combat areas from the onset of hostilities, or as soon thereafter 
as possible, in Operation DESERT SHIELD. This is a three-phased 
plan for exercising and deploying rotating correspondent pools, 
aligned with front line forces to permit combat coverage. 

Each pool would consist of eighteen news media personnel: 
three newspaper correspondents, two wire service correspondents, 
two three-member television crews, one radio correspondent, one 
wire service photographer, one newspaper photographer, one news 
magazine reporter, one news magazine photographer, one Saudi 
reporter and one third-country reporter. Membership in the pools 
would be drawn from news media personnel already in Saudi Arabia. 

In Phase I of the plan, which would begin immediately, the 
first two pools would be formed by the Joint Information Bureau 
in Dhahran and randomly exercised at least once every two weeks 
to provide training for media participants and U.S. military 
personnel. These pools will always be exercised simultaneously 
to ensure that operational security is preserved. During Phase 
I, the pools would familiarize themselves with troops and 
equipment, cover activities in the areas to which the pools are 
sent, and exercise their ability to file news stories from the 
field. 

Phase II would begin by deploying the pools when hostilities 
are imminent, putting them in place to cover the first stages of 
combat. If such prepositioning is not possible, the pools would 
be moved forward from Dhahran as quickly as possible to the 
immediate area of conflict. As soon as possible, additional 
pools would be deployed to expand the coverage. The size of 
these pools will be determined by the availability of 
transportation and other operational factors. These additional 
pools could be used to fill the gaps in coverage, if the conflict 
is spread over a wide area. Air Force, Navy, amphibious, and 
logisitical support units will be covered by additional smaller 
pools, which will be rotated to ensure continuous coverage. 

Security review for all pool material would be performed at 
the source, where the information was gathered, and transmitted 
to the Joint Information Bureau at Dhahran, where it would then 
be available to journalists covering the operation. Ground rules 
would.consist of those currently in effect. 

Phase III would begin when open coverage is possible and 
would provide for unilateral coverage of activities. The pools 
would be disbanded and all media would operate independently, 
altho?gh under U.S. Central Command escort. 

13 December 1990 
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PROPOSED NEWS MEDIA LISTING FOR DOD CONTINGENCY AIRLIFT 

MEDIA AFFILIATION NUMBER OF SEATS 

AEC-TV 10 
C~!-:V 10 
CNN 10 
NBC-TV 10 
NBCfABC/CBS crews for local affiliates 6 

AP 
UPI 
REUTERS 

ABC RADIO 
AP RADIO NETWO:R.K 
CBS RADIO 
WESTWOOD RADIO 
NATIONAL PUBLIC RADIO 
UPI RADIO 
UNISTAR RADIO 

TIME 
NEWSWEEK 
U.S. NEWS AND WORLD REPORT 

5 
5 
s 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 

3 
3 
3 

WASHINGTON POST 3 
NEW YORK TIMES 3 
LOS ANGELES TIMES 3 
CHICAGO TRIBUNE 3 
WALL STREET JOURNAL 3 
KNIGHT-RIDDER 2 
BOSTON GLOBE 2 
GANNETT NEWS SERVICE 2 
COX NEWSPAPERS 2 
HEARST NEWSPAPERS 2 
SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 1 
NEW YORK POST 1 
NEWSDAY 1 
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 1 
BALTIMORE SUN l 
WASHINGTON TIMES l 
DALLAS MORNING NEWS l 
COPLEY NEWS SERVICE l 
NEWHOUSE NEWS SERVICE l 
SCRIPPS-HOWARD 1 
MILWAUKEE JOURNAL l 
CAPITAL CITIES COMMUNICATIONS, INC. l 
ARMY-NAVY-AIR FORCE TIMES 1 

TOTAL: 120 
14 December 1990 
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. :t0301·UOO 

December 24, 1990 

MEMORANDUM· 

To: Washington bureau chiefs of the Pentaqon press corps 

From: Pete Williams 

Re: Plans for pools and flight for auxiliary staff in the 
event of hostilities in the Persian Gulf 

on December 14, I sent you a memorandum outlining the plans 
for pools and a flight for auxiliary staff in the event of 
hostilities in the Persian Gulf. In order to receive your . · 
comments and discuss any questions you might have, I invite you 
to attend a meeting of bureau chiefs on January 4, 1991, in • 
Pentagon Room 1E801, 17, at 2:00p.m. Due to limited seating,'! 
ask that only you or your representative attend. 

Please call Captain Dave Thomas or Lieutenant Commander 
Gregg Hartunq at your earliest convenience to confirm that you 
will attend or send a represenative. They will arrange for 
parking, if you will be driving, and to have someone meet you and 
clear you into the buildinq. They can be reached at (703) 
6·3-1074/6. 

I hope you will be able to attend. 



2, 

What are the minimum editing and transmission staff needed to support a 
photo pool operation? Would AP and Reuters be able to send in extra 
staff to help handle the editing and transmission of the pictures? Could 
we be assigned two seats on the Cl30 for pictures technicians? Would 
they need Saudi ·visas? 

Do you envisage that pool operations and independent media operations 
will exist side by side or will all material be pooled out of Dhahran at 
the outbreak of hostilities? 

A number of bureau chiefs I have talked to have expressed the wish that 
we could have a guidance discussion in the near future. I hope it can be 
arranged. Thanks for all your help in the past particularly in 
persuading the Saudis to rotate our pictures staff. That has worked 
well. 

Yours truly 



PUBLIC AFF'AIRS 

Mr. Bruce Russell 
Washington Bureau Chief 
Reuters 
1333 H Street, N.W. 
Suite 410 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear Mr. Russell: 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301·1400 

DEC 2 6 1990 

In his absence, Pete Williams has asked me to reply to your letter of December 14 in 
which you raised numerous questions regarding the operation of press pools and the possible 
airlift of news media representatives to Saudi Arabia in the event of hostilities. We hope that 
Pete's memo to bureau chiefs, also dated 14 December, answered your questions. If not, he 
will be happy to address any remaining questions at the bureau chiefs meeting scheduled for 
January 4. We look forward to seeing you then. 

Sincerely, 

Roben W. Taylor 
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 



/. 

Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
Department of Defense 
WASHINGTON D.C. 20301 

•••• •••• • • ••••• •••• •••• • •• • • • • • • • • •• •••• •••• • • • •••• •••• • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • •••• ••• • •••• • • ••• 

14 December 1990 

Reuters U S Inc 1333 H Street NW Suite 410 Washington DC 20005 Telephone (202) 628·9212 

Dear Pete 

With the possibility that hostilities in the Gulf could break out as 
soon as three weeks from now we would appreciate some guidance on how 
the Pentagon would expect us to contribute to a news pool operation. 

From the print media side the isue is not complicated. Reuters has three 
correspondents in Saudi Arabia and others in cities in the Gulf area and 
would be ready to contribute to the 14 small pools that you outlined at 
our last meeting. However our staff there would not be enough to cover 
many pool assignments and we would like to have more Americans on the 
spot for the pools. so if you are sending a backup C130 press pool plane 
in after the event we would like to apply for three writing positions on 
it.rs. 

However the question of the photos pool is much more complicated. From 
talking to our wire photo colleagues it appears they would like more 
information too so perhaps it would be useful if you could arrange a 
bureau chiefs meeting. 

An important question is how pool pictures would are to be filed. We 
have our own satellite dishes but the British MOD has told our people in 
London that these will be jammed. can an alternative method of filing 
pictures be worked out in advance? Will the DOD provide telephone lines 
for filing these pictures? 

Will all pool material be made available in Dhahran or is the plan to 
bring it back to Washington? If it is in Dhahran has the DOD made an 
arrangement for an assignments editor to control such a complex 
operation as multiple pools. Would you look to us for help? If the 
pictures and texts are distributed in Washington would your office 
welcome any technical help from us on distributing the pictures? 

To whom are the pool pictures to be distributed - to pool members only 
or to everyone who wants them? 

Will pool material be censored before distribution? 



Dl?ftF T 
COMBAT CORESPONOENT POOL (CCP) 

MEDIA GROUND RULES 

THE GROUNO RULES BELOW ARE OESXGNEO 
TO (1) PROTECT THE SECURXTY ANO THE 
SAFETY OF SERVXCE MEMBERS. (2) PROTECT 
NEXT OF KXN SENSXTXVXTXES WXTH REGARO 
TO WOUNOEO ANO KXLLEO SERVXCE MEMBERS 
ANO (3) ALLOW CCP MEMBERS THE GREATEST 
PERMXSSXBLE FREEOOM ANO ACCESS XN 
COVERXNG OPERATXONS. 

1. GENERAL. ALL INTERVIEWS WITH SERVICE MEMBERS WILL BE "ON THE 
RECORD,.. SECURITY AT THE SOURCE WILL BE THE POLICY, IN THE 
EVENT OF HOSTILITIES, POOL PRODUCTS WILL SE SUBJECT TO SECURITY 
REVIEW PRIOR TO RELEASE. NOTE: THE PAO ON-SCENE WILL CONDUCT THE 
SECURITY REVIEW: HOWEVER, IF A MEDIA SEGMENT·IS IN QUESTION 
BETWEEN THE MEDIA REPRESENTATlVE AND THE PAO, THE PRODUCT WILL BE 
EXPEDITIOUSLY HAND-CARRIED TO JIB DHAHRAN FOR REVIEW OF THAT 
SEGMENT. THE QUESTIONED SEGMENT ONLY WILL BE REVIEWED SO AS NOT 
TO HINDER RELEASE OF THE REMAINDER OF THE POOL STORY. IF NO 
AGREEMENT CAN BE MADE BETWEEN DIRECTOR, JIB OHAHRAN ANO THE MeDIA 
REPRESENTING THE STORY, THEN ·rHE PRODUCT WILL BE EXPEDITIOUSLY 
FORWARDED TO OASD!PA) FOR REVIEW AND RELEASE DECISION. 

A. ALL NAVY EMBARK STORIES WILL STATE THAT THE REPORT IS COMING 
"FROM THE ARABIAN GULF, RED SEA OR NORTH ARABIAN SEA ... STORIES 
WRITTEN IN SAUDI ARABIA MAY BE DATELINED, "EASTERN SAUDI ARABIA, 
CENTRAL SAUDI ARABIA, ETC. ·• STORIES FROM OTHER PARTIC!PAHNG 
COUN'rRIES MAY BE DATELINED FROM THOSE COUNTRIES ONLY AFTER THEIR 
PARTICIPATION IS RELEASED BY OOD. NO SPECIFIC LOCATION:; WlLL Bt: 
USEO WHEN FILING THE STORIES. 

B. YOU MUST REMAIN WITH YOUR MILITARY ESCORT AT ALL TIMES, UNTIL 
RELEASED, AND FOLLOW THEIR INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING YOUR 
ACTIVITIES. THESE INSTRUCTIONS ARE NOT INTENDED TO HINDER YOUR 
REPORTING. THEY ARE INTENDED TO FACILITATE TROOP MOVEMENT, 
ENSURE SAFETY, AND PROTECT OPERATIONAL SECURITY. 

C. YOU MUST BE PHYSICALLY FIT. IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO WITHSTAND 
THE RIGOROUS CONDITIONS REQUIRED TO OPERATE WITH THE FORWARO
OEPLOYEO FORCES, YOU WILL BE MEDICALLY EVACUATED OUT OF THE AREA. 

D. YOU ARE NOT AUTHORIZED TO EITHER CARRY A PERSONAL WEAPON OR 
WEAR THE DESERT CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORM. 

E. CCP MEMBERS WILL NOT BE EMBARKED IN AIRLIFT OR GROUND 
TRANSPORTATION CARRYING DECEASED SERVICE MEMBERS. 

F. MEDIA MUST CARRY AND SUPPORT ANY PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL 
GEAR THEY TAKE WITH THEM, INCLUDING PROTECTIVE CASES FOR 



PROFESSIONAL EQUIPMENT, BATTERIES, CAB~ES, CONVERTERS, ETC. 

G. WHEN ASSIGNED TO A POO~ REPRESENTING A SPECIFIC TYPE OF 
MEDIA, I.E., TV, RADIO, PRINT, OR PHOTO, THA'r POOL MEMBER WILi. 
PERFORM THAT TYPE OF COVERAGE ON~Y. NO UNILATERAL COVERAGE WI~L 
SE AL~OWED, TO INCLUDE PERSONA~ PHOTOGRAPHY AND VIDEO. 

H. POOL COORDINATORS (FOR EACH OF THE FOLLOWING: TELEVISION, 
RADIO, NEWSMAGAZINE,'WIRE, NEWSPAPER. AND PHOTO! WILL MAINTAIN 
UP-TO-DATE LISTS OF NEWS MEDIA FOR WHOM THEY WILL BE RESPONSIBLE. 

I. EACH COMBAT POOL !TO WHICH NEWS MEDIA HAVE iEEN ASS!GNE01 
WILi. HAVE A DESIGNATED SPOKESPERSON WHO WILL ATTEND POOL MEETINGS 
AND GATHER INFORMATION FOR THE!~ POOL. THAT lNIHVrDUAL WIL~ A~SO 
BE RESPONSIBLE FOR CO~LECTING LESSONS LEARNED FROM POOL . 
DEPLOYMENTS AND PROVIDING THAT INPUT TO THE JIB. 

J, UPON REGISTERING WITH THE JIB, NEWS MEDIA SHOULD CONTACT 
THEIR RESPECTIVE POOL COOROlNAWR t=OR EXPLANATION OF COMBAT POOL 
OPERATIONS. 

K. INTERVIEWS WITH MI~ITARY PERSONNEL ENTERING/DEPARTING THE 
MINISTRY OF DEFENSE OR OTHER PUBLIC PLACES, I.E., THE JOINT 
INFORMATION BUREAU, WILL BE COORDINATED IN ADVANCE BY THE JOINT 
INFORMATION BUREAU. THERE WILL BE NO .AMBUSH~ INTERVIEWS. 

L. NIGHT OPERATIONS 

(1) NO LIGHT SOURCE WILL BE USED WHEN OPERATING WITH FORCES AT 
NIGHT UN~ESS IT IS A FLASHLIGHT FILTERED WITH A RED COLORED LENS. 
ONkY WITH PRIOR APPROVAL FROM rHE ESCORTING PAO OR MILITARY 
SERVICE MEMBER CAN ANOTHER LIGHT SOURCE BE USED. 

(2) LIGHT DISCIPLINE RESTRICTIONS WIL~ BE FOLLOWED. THE USE OF 
FLASH CAMERAS AND ACTIVE VIDEO CAMERAS DURING NIGHT 
ACTIVITIES/OPERATIONS IS PBQHIBITEQ, UNLESS SPECIFICALLY APPROVED 
BY THE ON-SCENE COMMANDER. 

2. THE FO~LOWING CATEGORIES ARE RELEASABLE: 

A. ARRIVAL OF MAJOR U.S. UNITS IN CENTRAL COMMAND AOR WHEN 
OFFICIALLY ANNOUNCED BY A U.S. SPOKESPERSON. MOUE Of>= !'RAVEL !SI:A 
OR AIRJ AND DATE OF DEPARTURE FROM HOME STATION. 

B. APPROXIMATE OVERALL, COMBINED FRIENDLY FORCE STRENGTH 
FIGURES, AFTER REVIEW BY HOST NATION GOVERNMENT. 

C. APPROXIMATE FRIENDLY CASUALTY AND POW FIGURES, BY SERVICE. 

D. CONFIRMED ENEMY PERSONNEL KILLED IN ACTION (KIA) AND DETAINED 
FOR EACH ACTION ANO I OR OPERATION. 

E. NON-SENSITIVE, UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION REGARDING U.S. AIR, 
GROUND AND SEA OPERATIONS (PAST ANO PRESENT). 



F. FRIENDLY FORCE SIZE IN AN ACTION OR OPERATION WILL BE 
ANNOUNCED USING GENERAL TERMS SUCH AS "MULTI-BATTALION'', "NAVAL 
TASK FORCE", ETC. SPECIFIC FORC~/UNIT IDENTIFICATION/DESIGNATION 
MAY BE RELEASED WHEN IT HAS BECOME PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE AND NO LONGER 
WARRANTS SECURITY PROTECTION. 

G. IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION OF MILITARY TARGETS AND 
OBJECTIVES PREVIOUSLY UNDER ATTACK. 

H. GENERIC ORIGIN OF AIR OPERATIONS SUCH AS "LAND" OR "CARRIER
BASED." 

I. DATE/TIME/LOCATION OF PREVIOUS CONVENTIONAL MILITARY MISSIONS 
ANO ACTIONS AS WELL AS MISSION RESULTS. 

J. TYPES OF ORDNANCE EXPENDED, IN GENERAL TERMS. 

K. NUMBER OF AERIAL COMBAT OR RECONNAISSANCE MISSIONS OR SORTIES 
FLOWN IN THEATER OR OPERATIONAL AREA. 

L. TYPE OF FORCES INVOLVED (INFANTRY, ARMOR, MARINES, CARRIER 
BATTLE GROUP J. 

M. WEATHER AND CLIMArE CONDI'riONS. 

N. ALLIED PARTICIPATION BY TYPE OF OPERATION (SHIPS, AIRCRAFT, 
GROUND UNITS, ETC.) AFTER APPROVAL OF HOST NATION GOVERNM.ENT, 

0. CONVENTIONAL OPERATION CODE NAMES (DESERT SHIELD). 

P. NAMES AND HOMETOWN OF U.S. MILITARY UNITS I INDIVIDUALS. 

Q, THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION PERTAINING TO WOUNDED OR INJURED 
PERSONNEL MAY BE FURNISHED TO THE MEDIA: 

(1) THE DATE OF ADMISSION TO OR RELEASE FROM A MEDICAL FACILITY. 

(2) CURRENT ASSESSMENT OF THE PATIENT'S CONDITION, PHRASED AS 
"STABLE/GOOO/FAIR/SERIOUS/CRITICAL." 

(3) BIOGRAPHICAL DATA NOT DIRECTLY RELATED TO MEDICAL TREATMENT, 
SUCH AS UNIT, AWARDS, MOS/NEC, EDUCATION, AGE, LENGTH OF SERVICE, 
ETC. 

(4) A DESCRIPTION OF THE PATIENT'S CONDITION, OTHER THAN 
PROVIOEO FOR ABOVE, WILL BE PROVIDED ONLY WITH THE INFORMED 
CONSENT OF THE PATIENT. SUCH INFORMATION WILL BE LIMITED TO 
IDENTIFYING THE TYPE OF WOUND OR INJURY SUFFERED (E.G., SMALL 
ARMS WOUND, FRAGMENT WOUNO, ARM FRACTURE, ETC.) 

3. THE FOLLOWING CATEGORIES OF INFORMATION ARE NOT RELEASABLE: 

A. NUMBER OF TROOPS 



S. NUMBER OF AIRCRAFT 

C. NUMBERS REGARDING OTHER EQUIPMENT OR CRITICAL SUPPLIES (E.G •• 
ARTILLERY, TANKS, RADARS, TRUCKS, WATER, ETC.) 

D. NAMES OF MILITARY INSTALLATIONS I SPECIFIC GEOGRAPHiC 
LOCATIONS OF U.S. MILITARY UNITS IN THE CENTRAL COMMAND AREA OF 
RESPONSIBILITY (AORJ. (UNLESS SP.!:CHlCALLl' RELEASED BY THE 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE.) 

E. INFORMATION REGARDING FUTURE OPERATIONS (EITHER WHILE 
ASSIGNED AS A POOL MEMBER OR UPON RETURN FROM POOL OPERATIONS). 

F. INFORMATION CONCERNING SECURITY PRECAUTIONS AT MILITARY 
INSTALLATIONS. 

G. PHOTOGRAPHY THAT WOULD SHOW LEVEL OF SECURITY AT MILITARY 
INSTALLATIONS, ESPECIALLY AERIAL AND SATELLITE PHOTOGRAPHY, 

H. PHOTOGRAPHY THAT WOULD REVEAL THE NAME OR SPECIFIC LOCATION 
OF MILITARY FORCES, INSTALLATIONS OR ENCAMPMENTS. 

I. RULES OF ENGAGEMENT DETAILS. 

J. INFORMATION ON INTELLIGENCE COLLECTION ACTIVITIES TO .INCLUDE 
TARGETS, METHODS AND RESULTS. 

K, INFORMATION ON SPECIAL UNITS, UNIQUE OPERATIONS METHODOLOGY 
/TACTICS (AIR OPS, ANGLES OF ATTACK, SPEEDS, ETC.; NAVAL 
TACTICAL/EVASIVE MANEUVERS. ETC.) 

L. INFORMATION IDENTIFYING POSTPONED OR CANCELED OPERATIONS, 

M. INFORMATION ON MISSING OR DOWNED AIRCRAFT OR MISSING SHLPS, 
WHILE SEARCH AND RESCUE OPERATIONS ARE PLANNED OR UNDERWAY. 

N. INFORMATION ON EFFECTIVENESS OF ENEMY CAMOUFLAGE. COvER, 
DECEPTION, TARGETING, DIRECT AND INDIRECT FIRE, INTELLIGENCE 
COLLECTION, OR SECURITY MEASURES. 

0. COVERAGE OF RELIGIOUS SERVICES IN KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA. 

p, THE FOLLOWING PROHIBITIONS APPLY TO MEDIA COVERAGE OF WOUNDED 
AND INJURED PERSONNEL: 

(I) VISUAL AND AUDIO RECORDINGS OF PERSONNEL IN AGONY OR SEVERE 
SHOCK ARE NOT AUTHORIZED, 

(2) IMAGERY OF PATIENTS SUFFERING FROM SEVERE DISFIGUREMENT OR 
UNDERGOING PLASTIC SURGERY TREATMENTS ARE NOT AUTHORIZED. 

(3) INTERVIEWS WITH OR VISUAL IMAGERY OF PATIENTS UNDERGOING 
PSYCHIATRIC TREATMENT ARE NOT AUTHORIZED, 



(4) IMAGERY THAT SHOWS A RECOGNIZABLE FACE, NAME TAG, ITEM OF 
JEWELRY OR OTHER IDENTIFIABLE FEATURES BEFORE CONFIRMING 
CASUALTY'S NEXT OF KIN HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED. 

(6) RELEASE OF HOME ADDRESS OF SERVICE MEMBER!Sl INTERVIEWED. 

4. PROCEDURES AND POLICIES FOR COVERAGE OF WOUNDED AND INJURED 
PERSONNEL -- MEDICAL FACILITIES 

A. THE GOVERNING CONCERNS FOR NEWS MEDIA COVERAGE OF WOUNDED AND 
INJURED PERSONNEL ARE PATIENT WELFARE, PATIENT PRIVACY AND NEXT 
OF KIN CONSIDERATIONS, SUBJECT TO THE GUIDELINES, CCP VISITS TO 
MEDICAL CARE FACILITIES DURING AND AFTER OUTBREAK OF HOSTILITIES 
ARE AUTHORIZED. PUBLIC AFFAlRS ESCORT 15 REQUIRED. 

8, REQUESTS TO VISIT MEDICAL CARE FACILITIES WILL BE COORDINATED 
BY THE JIBS IN RIYADH AND UHAHHAN, BY FA ESCORTS, OR BY COMPONENT 
COMMAND PAOS. 

C. VISITS TO MEDICAL CARE FACILITIES ARE APPROVED ONLY WITH THE 
PERMISSION OF THE FACILITY COMMANDER. CCP VISITS MUST NOT 
INTERFERE WITH MEDICAL TREATMENT. 

D. CCP MEMBERS MAY VISIT THOSE AREAS OF A MEDICAL FACILITY 
APPROVED BY THE COMMANDER. UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES WOULD CCI" 
MEMBER.S BE PERMITTED INTO AN OPERATING ROOM DURING OPERATING 
PROCEDURES. 

E. PERMISSION TO INTERVIEW OR PHOTOGRAPH A PATIENT WILL BE 
GRANTED ONLY WITH THE CONSENT OF THE ATTENDING PHYSICIAN AND 
FACILITY COMMANDER AND THE PATIENT'S ORAL OR WRITTEN INFORMED 
CONSENT, WITNESSED BY THE PAO ESCORT. .. INFORMED CONSENT"" MEANS 
THAT THE PATIENT UNDERSTANDS THAT HIS I HER PICTURE AND COMMENTS 
ARE BEING COLLECTED FOR NEWS MEDIA PURPOSES AND THAT THEY MAY 
APPEAR NATIONWIDE IN NEWS MEDIA REPORTS. 

5. INTERVIEWS WITH U.S.-HELD POWS OR RETURNING U.S. POWS 

A. MEDIA INTERVIEWS AND NEWS CONFERENCE WITH U.S.-HELD 
PRISONERS OF WAR AND OTHER DETAINED PERSONNEL WILL NOT BE GRANTED 
UNLESS AUTHORIZED BY OASD(PA). 

B. INTERVIEWS AND NEWS CONFERENCES WITH RETURNED U.S. PRISONERS 
OF WAR AND OTHER DETAINED PERSONNEL WILL NOT BE GRANTED UNLESS 
AUTHORIZED BY OASD(PAI. PRESS CONTACT WILL TAKE PLACE ONLY AFTER 
RETURNING PERSONNEL RECEIVE MEDICAL EVALUAl!ON AND ARPHOPRlArE 
BRIEFINGS AND DEBRIEFING$. FOR PA PURPOSES, RETURNING PERSONNEL 
WILL BE BRIEFED BEFORE MEETING WITH THE PRESS AND ADVISED TO 
CONSIDER OPERATIONAL SECURITY, THE WELFARE OF OTHER RETURNED 
PERSONNEL AND THEIR FAMILIES, AND THE SAFET~ OF OTHER DETAINED 
PERSONNEL WHEN MAKING THEIR REMARKS, 



6. IF YOU ARE NOT SURE WHETHER THE ACTION THAT YOU TAKE WILL 
JEOPARDIZE OPERATIONAL SECURITY AND POTENTIALLY COST AMERICAN 
LIVES, CONSULT WITH YOUR ESCORT OFFICER PRIOR TO TAKING ACTION • 

.... 



CERTIFY THAT THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS TRUE AND CORRECT: 

NAME: 

NAME OF NEXT OF KIN: 

ADDRESS: 

PHONE : 

PASSPORT NUMBER AND 
COUNTRY OF ISSUE : 

VISA EXPIRATION : 

ADDRESS IN COUNTRY : 

PHONE : 

(JIB PERSONNEL WILL CHECK PICTURE ID'S) 

DATE: 

I UNDERSTAND AND AGREE TO COMPLY WITH ALL PROVISIONS OF THE 
HEDIA GUIDELINES AND ANY ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS THAT MY MEDIA 
ESCORT MAY PROVIDE: 

SIGNATURE : 

BADGE NUMBER • 

COMBAT CORRESPONDENT POOL 
MEDIA GROUND RULES FORM (12/90) 



OPERATIONAL SECURITY CONSIDERATIONS 

1. OPERATIONAL SECURITY (OPSEC) IS A KEY ELEMENT OF ANY MILITARY 
OPERATION AND IT IS OF PARTICULAR IMPORTANCE IN THE CASE OF THE 
CCPS BECAUSE OF THE INVOLVEMENT OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL PERSONNEL. AN 
OPSEC COMPROMISE COULD ALERT FORCES HOSTILE TO THE UNITED STATES OF 
AN IMPENDING U.S. MILITARY OPERATION ANO COULD THEREBY JEOPARDIZE 
THE LIVES OF U.S. FORCES. THEREFORE, ALL CONCERNED MUST STRICTLY 
ADHERE TO THE "NEED-TO-KNOW" POLICY. INDIVIDUALS NOT DIRECTLY 
INVOLVED WITH CCP OPERATIONS SHOULD NOT 8c INFORMED WHEN CCPS ARE 
ACTIVATED. THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES SHOULD BE ADHERED TO BY ALL 
PERSONNEL INVOLVED IN CCP OPERATIONS, TO INCLUDE U.S. MILITAAY 
PERSONNEL AS WELL AS CIVILIAN NEWS MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES. 

DO 

UPON RECEIVING NOTIFICATION THAT THE CCPS HAVE BEEN ACTIVATED, 
HAVE WORKED OUT IN ADVANCE WHAT YOU ARE GOING TO TELL YOUR FRIENDS 
AND CO-WORKeRS ABOUT YOUR ABSENCE. 

HAVE PRE-ARRANGEMENTS MADE THAT WILL ALLOW YOU TO DISAPPEAR 
WITHOUT AROUSING SUSPICION AND WITHOUT CREATING ANY SIGNIFICANT 
DISTURBANCE IN YOUR WORK. 

THINK HARD ABOUT THINGS YOU DO OR SAY THAT MIGHT BE OUT OF THE 
ORDINARY OR GIVE INDICATIONS/SIGNALS THAT YOU ARE DOING SOMETHING 
UNUSUAL. COULD A GOOD REPORTER/INVESTIGATOR DETERMINE THAT 
SOMETHING UNUSUAL IS GOING ON? 

- HAVE YOUR EQUIPMENT, CLOTHING, AND OTHER MATERIAL NEEDED FOR THE 
DEPLOYMENT READY TO GO, BUT NOT IN A PLACE THAT YOUR GETTING TO IT 
OR ITS ABSENCE WOULD RAISE QUESTIONS. 

- DRIVE YOURSELF TO THE ASSEMBLY AREA, TAKE A CAB OR HAVE THE POOL 
COORDINATOR DROP YOU OFF. 

KEEP THE FACT THAT YOU HAVE BEEN CALLED AWAY ON THE POOL A 
SECRET. THE LIVES OF U.S. SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN DEPEND ON YOUR 
ABILITY TO DO THIS. 

FOLLOW THE GROUND RULES AND INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN YOU BY YOUR PAO 
ESCORT. 

DON'T 

INADVERTENTLY TALK ABOUT ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING YOUR CALL
UP, OR THE ASSEMBLY AREA. 

- LET THE EQUIPMENT YOU TAKE WITH YOU GIVE AWAY THAT THE CCPS HAVE 
BEEN ACTIVATED. 

- STORE YOUR EQUIPMENT OPENLY WHERE ITS ABSENCE WILL BE OBVIOUS OR 



WHERE IT WILL BE DIFFICULT TO GET WITHOUT ATTRACTING ATTENTION. 

- HAVE A FRIEND TAKE YOU TO THE ASSEMBLY AREA. 

- CALL ANYONE. 

- NOTIFY YOUR BUREAU THAT THE CCPS HAVE BEEN ACTIVATED. 

2. THE ABOVE GUIDELINES ARE NOT ALL INCLUSIVE. THEY ARE OFFERED 
IN THE CONTEXT OF ESTABLISHING SIMPLE RULES TO INCREASE SECURITY 
AWARENESS, THE LIVES OF THOUSANDS OF U.S. AND ALLIED SERVICE MEN 
AND WOMEN DEPEND ON THE COOPERATION OF ALL f'ARTlCIPANTS IN COMBAr 
CORRESPONDENT POOL OPERATIONS. 



ALERT PROCEDURES FOR COMBAT CORRESPONOEN·r POOL ACTIVATION 

IN THE EVENT OF A COMBAT CORRESPONDENT POOL ACTIVATION, THE JIS 
DIRECTOR. OR HIS DESIGNATED REPRESENTATIVE, WILL CALL EACH OF rH~ 
POOL COORDINATORS ANNOUNCING THE ACTIVATION OF THE CCPS. rHE POOL 
COORDINATORS WILL SE TOLD WHEN ANU WH~R~ THE CCP MEMBeRS A~c ru 
REPORT (THE REPORTING TIME WILL BE WITHIN, SUT NOT LATER THAN, TWO 
HOURS OF THE ALERT NOTIFICATIONi. Q-P-E-R-A-1-l-Q-N-A-L 
S-E-C-U-R-I-T-Y (0-P-S-E-Ci CONSIDERATIONS ARE OF UTMOST CONCERN 
AT THIS POINT. JIB PERSONNEL, POOL COORDINATORS AND CCP MEMBERS 
NEED TO BE ESPECIALLY COGNIZANT OF OPSEC. 

POOL COORDINATORS, AND BY EXTENSION, CCP MEMBERS, WILL NOT BE TOLD 
IF THE ACTIVATION IS AN "EXERCISE- OF THE CCPS OR AN ACTUAL "ALERT" 
OF THE CCPS. 

CCP MEMBERS NEED TO REPORT TO THE PRE-DESIGNATED ASSEMBLY AREA 
DRESSED FOR DEPLOYMENT AND WITH THE APPROPRIATE EQUIPMENT AND 
SUPPLIES. 

ALL INVOLVED WITH THE ACTIVATION OF THE CCPS NEED TO REMAIN ~ 
AND UNEXCITEp. VOICE INFLECTION, NERVOUS BEHAVIOR, ETC,, ARE ALL 
INDICATORS THAT SOMETHING EXTRAORDINARY IS UNDERWAY AND COULD ALERT 
FORCES HOSTILE TO U.S. FURCES THAr O~ERATIONS ARE IMMINENT. 



. . 

ESSENTIAL ITEMS FOR POOL MEMBERS 

DURING CCP DEPLOYMENTS, POOL MEMBERS WILL EXPERIENCE THE SAME 
CONDITIONS AS THE TROOPS. WE WILL PROVIDE PURELY MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT SUCH AS WEB BELTS, CANTEENS, FLAK VESTS, CHEMICAL SUITS, 
GAS MASKS, ETC. POOL MEMBERS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE REST OF THEIR 
EQUIPMENT - PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL. 

CLOTHING -- CLOTHING MADE OF POLYESTER OR DOUBLE-KNIT MATERIALS 
SHOULD NOT BE WORN. THEY TEAR EASILY, 00 NOT BREATHE WELL, AND 
CATCH FIRE EASILY. 

--BOOTS -RECOMMEND BROKEN-IN, LIGHTWEIGHT HIKING BOOTS, WITH 
SOLES THAT WON'T SLIP ON THE WET DECK OF A SHIP OR AIRCRAFT. 
MEDIUM OR HIGH-TOP BOOTS PROVIDE BOTH ANKLE SUPPOHT AND PROTECTION 
FROM SCORPIONS, ROCKS, SNAKES, ETC. 

-- SOCKS - RECOMMEND AT LEAST FOUR PAIR. 

-- TROUSERS - SHOULD BE OF HEAVY COTTON TWILL OR DENIM 
MATERIAL WHICH WILL NOT TEAR =ASILY. 

-- SHIRTS - SHOULD BE OF SIMILAR MATERIAL AND LONG•SLEEVED FOR 
PROTECTION AGAINST SUN AND INSECT BITES. 

HAT. 

SWEATERS - RECOMMEND DARK, WOOL SWEATER FOR COLO NIGHTS, 

HATS - RECOMMEND A "FLOPPY" WIOE-BRIMMEO, SANO COLORED 

TOI~EIBIES TOWEL, SOAP, SHAVING. EQUIPMENT, TOOTH BRUSH, 
TOOTHPASTE, TOILET PAPER, SUNSCREEN, INSECT REPELLENT, SKIN LOTION, 
LIP BALM, SAND-AIDS, ASPIRIN, ETC. 

MEDICATION -- CCP MEMBERS SHOULD BRING WITH THEM ANY REQUIRED 
PRESCRIPTION MEDICATION, RECOMMEND AGAINST ASSIGNING NEWS MEDIA 
AS CCP MEMBERS WHOSE CONDITION COULD BECOME SERIOUS OR LIFE
THREATENING IF THEIR MEDICATION IS NOT ADMINISTERED PROPERLY OR IS 
NOT AVAI~BLE. MEDICATION WILL NOT BE RESUPPLIED. 

SHOTS -- CCP MEMBERS SHOULD HAVE CURRENT IMMUNIZATIONS FOR 
WORLOW!OE TRAVEL. GAMMA GLOBULIN, FOR PROTECTION AGAINST 
HEPATITIS, IS ESPECIALLY RECOMMENDED, 

PASSPORT -- A VALID U.S. PASSPORT AND CURRENT VISA IS AN ABSOLUTE 
REQUIREMENT. 

MISCELLANEOUS -- CCP MEMBERS MUST PROVIDE AND CARRY ANY PERSONAL 
OA PROFESSIONAL EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES THEY DEEM NECESSARY II.E., 
PROTECTIVE CASES FOB EQUIPMENT, BATTERIES, CABLES, CONvERTERS, 
TAPES, ETCJ., A SMALL PEN KNIFE AND FLASHLIGHT (WITH REO LENSl WILL 
BE USEFUL IN THE FIELD. 



MONEY -- CCP MEMBERS SHOULD HAVE A MINIMUM OF $100 TO COVER MINIMAL 
EXPENSES (SUCH AS MESSING ABOARD SHIP, INCIDENTALS, ETC.). CASH IS 
A MUST AS THERE MAY NOT BE FACILITIES AVAILABLE TO CASH MONEY 
ORDERS OR TRAVELER'S CHECKS. . 

-
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PHYSICAL CONDITION CONSIDERATIONS 

PHYSICAL AND MENTAL STRESS. CCP MEMBERS WILL EXPERIENCE VERY 
DEMANDING PHYSICAL REQUIREMENTS WHILE DEPLOYED WITH OPERATING 
FORCES. A PHYSICAL FITNESS TEST WILL SE ADMINISTERED SY THE JIB 
DIRECTOR TO HELP DETERMINE THE PHYSICAL FITNESS OF COMBAT 
CORRESPONDENTS. EVERY EFFORT SHOULD BE MADE BY PARTICIPATING NEWS 
MEDIA ORGANIZATIONS TO SCREEN THE INDIVIDUAL REPRESENTATIVES WHOM 
THEY ASSIGN TO THE CCPS. THOSE NEWS MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES WHO, 
A~TER ASSIGNMENT TO A CCP AND DEPLO"fMENT fO OPERATIONAL UNlTS, ARE: 
DETERMINED UNABLE, PHYSICALLY AND/OR MENTALLY, TO FUNCTION IN THE 
STRESSFUL ENVIRONMENT TO WHICH THEY WILL BE EXPOSED, WILL BE 
EVACUATED. CONSEQUENTLY, VALUABLE POOL REPORTS COULD BE FORFEITED 
IF A CCP MEMBER IS UNABLE TO REMAIN WITH THE OP=RATING FORCES. 

PREGNANCY. THE POTENTIAL RISK TO A PREGNANT WOMAN OPERATING AS A 
CCP MEMBER IS GREAT. PROPER OBSTETRIC CARE, IF NEEDED, WILL NOT BE 
AVAILABLE IN THE FIELD. 
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f'UBL.IC: AFFAIRS 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301·1·00 

To: Washington Bureau Chiefs of the Pentagon Press Corps 

From: PcleW~ , 

Re: Ground rules aod flight for auxiliary staff 
- in the event of hostilities in the Persian Gulf 

January 7, 1991 

Thank you for attending our meeting last Friday. As in the past, your comments were 
valuable and appreciated. I believe we share the common goal of working out a system under 
which information will be disseminated to the American people without jeopardizing operations 
or endangering the lives of U.S. service membas. 

The overwhelming view expressed during the meeting was that the ground rules should be 
brief and clear in order to be effective. We agree and have boiled them down to one page 
(copy attached). We adopted the suggestion many of you made and now list only that 
information which should not be revealed. The second page of the attachment contains 
guidelines to follow which are intended to meet the specific operational environment of the 
Persian Gulf. 

You will note that we eliminated many of the earlier proposed ground rules, especially 
those which would have failed the critical test for combat ground rules: whether that 
information would jeopardize the operation, endanger friendly forces, or be of use to the 
enemy. As many of you noted, while every military operation has unique characteristics, past 
experience shows that reporters understand their heavy respo:tsibility in covering combat. In 
the end, it is that professionalism upon which we will depend. 

I am still working with the Saudi embassy to obtain visas for your people who may go 
over on the Air Force plane. As soon as I have the details worked out, I will pass them to 
you. In the mean time, we need the information listed below as soon as possible for the staff 
members you wish to send on the C-141. 

L, Name of news organivuion 

b. Full billing address of news organization 

c. Fax number of news organization 

d. Full name(s) of representative(s) 

e. Social secwity number(s) 



• 

f. Passport number(s) 

g. Names and home, business. cellular (if applicable) and beeper phone numbers of two 
people (primary and backup) who will serve as your points of contact for activation of the 

. flight 

This information can be faxed to us at (703) 693-6853, attention: LCDR Gregg Hanung. 
You may verify receipt by calling (703) 693-1074. 

Thank you for your continuing suggestions and comments . 
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OPERATION DESERT SHll1l.D 

GROUND RUlES 

7 JAN 91 

The following information should not be repol'U'.d because its publication or broadcast could jeopardize 
operations and endanger lives: · 

--- - ··• (1) !'or U.S. or coalition units,t~pCCific numerical information on ttoop strength, -aircraft, weapons 
systetns, on-hand equipment, or supplies (e.g. anillery, tanks, radars, missiles, trucks, water), including 
amounts of ammunition or fuel moved by support units or on hand in combat units. Unit size may be 
described in general terms such as "company-size." multi-battalion," multi-division," "naval task force," and 
"carrier battle group." Number or amount of equipment .~d supplies may be described in general terms such 
as "large," "small," or "many." 

(2) Any information lhat reveals details of future plans, operations, or strikes, including postponed 
or cancelled operations. 

(3) Information or photography, including aerial and satellite pictures, that would reveal the specific: 
Jocation of military forces or show the level of security at military installations or encampments. Locations 
may be described as follows: all Navy embark stories can identify the ship upon which embarked as a dateline 
and will state that the repon is coming "from the Persian Gulf," "Red Sea," or "North Arabian Sea." 
Stories written in Saudi Arabia may be datelined, "Eastern Saudi Arabia," "Near the Kuwaiti border," etc. 
For specific countries outside Saudi Arabia, stories will state that the repon is coming from the Persian Gulf 
region unless DoD has publicly acknowledged participation by that country. 

(4) Rules of engagement details. 

(S) Information on intelligence collection activities, including targets, methods, and results. 

(6) During an operation, specific: infonnation on friendly force troop movements, tactical 
deployments, and dispositions lhat would jeopardize operational security and lives. This would include unit 
designations, names of operations, and size of friendly forces involved, until released by CENTCOM. 

{7) Identification of mission aireraft points of origin, other than as land or carrier based. 

(8) Information on the effectiveness or ineffectiveness of enemy camouflage, cover, deception, 
targeting, direct and indirect fire, intelligence collection, or security measures. 

(9) Specific identifying information on missing or downed aircraft or ships while search and rescue 
operations are planned or underway. 

(10) Special operations forces' methods. unique equipment or tactics. 

(11) Specific: operating methods and tactics, (e.g., air ops angles of attack or speeds, or naval tactics 
and evasive maneuvers). General terms IDCh as ")ow" or "fast" may be used... 

(12) Information on operational or suppon vulnerabilities that could be used against U.S. forces, such 
as details of major battle damage or major personnel losses of specific U.S. or coalition units, until that 
··£ormation no longer provides tactical advantage tn the enemy and is, therefore, released by CENTCOM. 

mage and casualties may be described as "light," "moderate," or "heavy." 
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GUIDELINES FOR NEWS MEDIA 

7 JAN91 

News media personnel must cazry ud suppon any personal and professional gear they take with them. 
including proteCtive cases for professional equipment, batteries, cables, conveners, etc. 

Night Open.tions - Light discipline restrictions will be followed. ""'The only approved light source is a 
flashlight with a red lens. No visible light source, including flash or television lights., will be used when 
operating with forces at night unless specifically approved by the on-seene commander. 

You must remain with your military escon at all times, until released. and follow their instructions 
regarding your activities. These instructions are not intended to hinder your reponing. They are intended 
to facilitate movement, ensure safety, ud protect operational security. 

For news media personnel panicipating in designated CENTCOM Media Pools: 

(1) Upon registering with the J!B, news media should contact their respective pool coordinator for 
explanation of pool operations. 

(2) If you are unable to withstand the rigorous conditions required to operate with the forward-de
ployed forces, you will be medically evacuated out of the area. 

(3) Security at the source will be the policy. In the event of hostilites, pool products will be subject 
to security review prior to release to determine if they contain information that would jeopardize an 
operation or the security of U.S. or coalltion forces. Material will not be withheld just because it is 
embarrassing or contains criticism. The public affairs officer on the scene will conduct the security review. 
However, if a conflict arises, the product will be expeditiously sent to llB Dhahran for review by the llB 
Director. If no agreement can be reached, the product will be expeditiously forwarded to OASD(PA) for 
review with the appropriate bureau chief. 

Casualty information, because of concern of the notification of the next of kin, is extremely sensitive. 
By executive directive, next of kin of all military fatalities must be notified in person by a uniformed member 
of the appropriate service. There have been instances in which the next of kin have first learned of the death 
or wounding of a loved one through the news media. The problem is panicularly difficult for visual media. 
Casualty photographs showing a recognizable face, name tag, or other identifying feature or item should not 
be used before the next of kin have been notified. The anguish that sudden recognition at home can cause far 
outweighs the news value of the photograph, fllm or videotape. Names of casualties whose next of kin have 
been notified can be verified through the llB Dhahran. 

-



Reply ZIP Code: 
20318-0300 

THE JOINT STAFF 
WABHIIIIOTON, DC 

OJSM-35-91 
14 January 1991 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
(PUBLIC AFFAIRS) 

Subject: Media Airlift for Operation DESERT SHIELD 

1. In response to your request,• the Joint Staff will do 
everything possible to meet the 12-24 hour movement window from 
Andrews AFB. We advise the following: 

a. Cost of transporting the media pool personnel, who we 
understand will be on invitational travel orders, will be 

·borne by the parent organizations of the representatives. 
One-way fare will be approximately $911.00 per person, plus a 
$1.65 charge for each pound of baggage over 70 pounds. 

b. Given the scope of airlift missions underway at this time 
and through 31 January 1991, we would prefer not to plan 
specifically for use of only a C-141 type aircraft to support 
this requirement. We have notified USTRANSCOM and when 
hostilities begin, will pass the requirement to them for 
execution. Based on all operational constraints, USTRANSCOM 
will provide airlift support with available resources. This 
could mean that the 130 media representatives could be moved 
on another type of dedicated aircraft. 

2. The Logistics Readiness Center (LRC), Directorate for 
Logistics (J-4), will notify you of aircraft availability times. 
We request that you do preliminary work to identify 
representatives and certify their eligibility and billing 
information in advance. Prior coordination with the passenger 
terminal at Andrews is also advisable. 

3. Our point of contact is the Mobility Desk r presentative, 
J4-LRC. extension 70744. 

Reference: 

MI EL P. C. CARNS 
L'eutenant General, USAF 
Director, Joint Staff 

• ASD(PA) memorandum, undated, "Media Airlift for Operation DESERT 
SHIELD" 
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PUIU •. u: AP'P'AIRI 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. Cl.C. 20301·1400 

~anuary 15, 1991 

MEMORANDUM FOR WASHINGTON BUREAU CHIEFS OF THE PENTAGON PRESS 
CORPS 

SUBJ: Ground rules and guidelines for correspondents in the 
event of hostilities in the Persian Gulf 

Last'Monday, I sent you copies of our revised ground rules 
for press coverage of combat operations and guidelines for corre
spondents that are intended to meet the specific operational 
environment of the Persian Gulf. I appreciate the comments I 
have received from some of you and understand your concerns, 
particularly with respect to security review and pooling in 
general. I also was pleased by the general consensus that the 
one-page version of the ground rules was an improvement. 

The ground rules have been reviewed and approved with no 
major changes. They became effective today. 

The guidelines were revised to comply with operational con
cerns in Saudi Arabia. We added a provision that media represen
tatives will not be permitted to carry weapons, clarified the 
escort requirement, added a sentence giving medical personnel the 
authority to determine media guidelines at medical facilities; 
and deleted the sentence saying the ~IB in Dhahran would verify 
next of kin notification on casualties. We also added a section, 
in response to many questions, which clarifies our policy on 
unilateral media coverage of the forward areas during the period 
when the pools are operational. 

Last Saturday, I conducted a conference call with the major
ity of the CENTCOM public affairs officers, who were gathered in 
Riyadh and Dhahran, and discussed the ground rules and guidelines 
to ensure that the intent and purpose of the ground rules is 
clearly understood. 

I appreciate your counsel and remain ready to discuss any 
problems or questions you may have. 

Pete Wi liams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Public Affairs) 
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GROtJND RULES 

14 JAN 91 

The following information should not be reponed because its publication or broadcast could jeopardize 
operations and endanger lives: 

(1) For U.S. or coalition units, specific numerical information on uoop strength, aircraft, weapons 
systems, on·hand equipment, or supplies (e.g., artillery, tanks, radars, missiles, uucks, water), including 
amounts of ammunition or fuel moved by or on hand in suppon and combat units. Unit size may be 
described in general termS such as "company-size, • multibattalion, • multidivision, • "naval task force," and 
"carrier battle rroup. • Number or amount of equipment and supplies may be described in general terms such 
IS "large; "small," or "many." 

(2) Any information that reveals details of futUre plans, operations, or strikes, including postponed 
a- cancelled operations. 

(3) Information, photography, and imagery that would reveal the specific location of military forces 
or show the level of security at military installations or encampments. Loeations may be described as 
follows: all Navy embark stories can identify the ship upon which embarked as a dateline and will state that 
the repon is coming from the "Persian Gulf." "Red Sea," or "North Arabian Sea." Stories written in Saudi 
Arabia may be datelined "Eastern Saudi Arabia," "Near the Kuwaiti border," etc. For specific: countries 
outside Saudi Arabia, stories will state that the repon is coming from the Persian Gulf region unless that 
countty hu aclc:lowledged its participation. 

(4) Rules of engagement details. 

(5) IDformation on intelligence collection activities. including targetS, methods, and resultS. 

(6) During an operation, specific information on friendly force uoop movements, tactical 
deployments, and dispositions that would jeopardize operational security or lives. This would include unit 
designations, names of operations, and size of friendly forces involved, until released by CENTCOM. 

(7) Identification of mission airtTaft points of origin, other than as land· or carrier-based. 

(8) IDformation on lhe effectiveness or ineffectiveness of enemy camouflage, cover. deception. 
targeting, direct and ind.i:m:t fire, intelligence collection, or security measures. 

(9) Specific: identifying information on missing or downed ajrcraft or ships while search and rescue 
operations are planned or UDderway. 

(10) Special operations forces' methods, unique equipment or tactics. 

(ll) Specific operating methods and tactics, {e.g., air angles of attack or speeds, or naval tactics and 
1M.Sive maneuvers). General termS suc:b .as "low" or "fast" may be used. 

(12) Information on operational or suppon vulnerabilities that could be used against U.S. forces. such 
IS details of major battle damage or major personnel losses of specific U.S. or coalition unils. until that 
information no longer provides tactic:al advantage to the enemy and is, therefore, released by CENTCOM. 
Damage and casualties may be described as "light," "moderate," or "heavy.· 
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GUIDEJ..Jl\'ES FOR NEWS MEDIA 

News media personnel must cmy and suppon any personal and professional gear they take with them, 
including proteCtive cases for professional equipment, batteries, cables, conveners, etc. 

Night Operations •• Light discipline restrictions will be followed. The only approved light source is a 
flashlight with a red lens. No visible light source, including flash or television lights, will be used when 
operating with forces at night unless specifically approved by the on·scene commander. 

Bccause of bost·nation requirements, you must stay with your public affain escon while on Saudi bases. 
At other U.S. tactical or field locations and encampments, a public affairs escon may be required because of 
se.curity, safety, and mission requirements as determined by the bost commander. 

Casualty information, because of concern of the notification of the next of kin, is extremely sensitive. 
By executive directive, next of kin of all military fatalities must be notified in person by a uniformed member 
of the appropriate service. There have been instances in which the next of ldn have first learned of the death 
or wounding of a loved one through the news media. The problem is particularly difficult for visual media. 
Casualty photographs showing a recognizable face, name tag, or other identifying feature or item should not 
be used before the next of kin have been notified. The anguish that sudden recognition at home can cause far 
outweighs the news value of the photograph, film or videotape. News coverage of casualties in medical 
centers will be in slrict compliance with the instructions of doctors and medical officials. 

To the extent that individuals in the news media seek access to the U.S. area of operation, the following 
lie applies: Prior to or upon commencement of hostilities, media pools will be established to provide initial 
;,mbat coverage of U.S. forces. U.S. news media personnel present in Saudi Arabia will be given the 

opponunity to join CENTCOM media pools, providing they agree to pool their products. News media 
personnel wbo are not members of the official CENTCOM media pools will not be permined into forward 
areas. Reportm are strongly discouraged from attempting to link up on their own with combat units. U.S. 
commanders will maintain extremely tight security throughout the operational area and will exclude from the 
area of operation all unauthorized individuals. 

FarDCWSmcdia personnel participating in designated CENTCOM Media Pools: 

(1) Upon registering with the JIB, news media should contact their respective pool coordinator for 
an cxp1anatiOD of pool operations. · · 

(2) In the event of hostilities, pool products will be the subject to review before release to determine 
if they CODtain sensitive information about tDilitary plans, capabilities, operations, or vulnerabilities (see 
attacbed ground rules) that would jeopardize the outcome of an operation or the safety of U.S. or coalition 
forces. Material will be examined solely for itS conformance to the attached ground rules, not for its 
potentill. to express criticism or cause embarrassment. The public affairs escon officer on scene will review 
pool repons, discuss ground rule problems with the reporter, and in the litDited circumstances when no 
agreement can be reached with a reponer about disputed materials, immediately send the disputed materials to 
JIB Dhahran for review by the JIB Director and the appropriate news media representative. I! no agreement 
can bereac:bed, the issue will be immediately forwarded to OASD(PA) for review with the appropriate bureau 

· chief. The ultimate decision on publication will be made by the originating reponer's news organization. 

(3) Com:spondentS may not cmy a personal weapon. 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

Larry King Live CNN TV 

. .... 
'.l .._ ..J 

January 31, 1991 9PM WashingtQn, D.C. 

Interview with Pete Williams 

PETE WILLIAMS: What we've decided to do is not 

discuss downed U.S. aircraft while an active search and 

rescue is underway. We're not trying to hide the 

n•Jmber of U.S. aircraft that go down, that number will 

come out. We're simply saying that when aircraft go 

down there's a search and rescue mission underway, 

we're not going to discuss it, we're not going to 

answer questions about it, we're not going to publicly 
_,., __ _ announce it. 

,.Kl 6 ..... ---~ c:.oo ,._ -... _ ---· , __ -,.._, _, __ , __ _ ,_ -Oooioo--......... 

ANNOUNCER: Welcome to Larry King Live. Tonight., 

Pete Williams, standing on the front lines between the 

Pentagon and the press. The Defense spokesman walks a 

thin line, giving out war news while protecting 

military secrets. - Now, here's Larry King. 

LARRY KING: Good evening from Washington . 

~ couple of quick notes. We will have, as we have 

had the last two weeks, a Saturday night edition of 

Larry King_ Liv .. t-hi- ~~c\· ~- ~"c~i~l .o· -~ 
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Larry King Live this Saturday night. We'll be here, we hope that 

you're here with us. 

Here's a quote. 

tell you why we don't 

discussing it." 

That sums up 

"We just cannot discuss that. 

discuss that, because then I 

the present frustrations of 

I cannot 

would be 

Pentagon 

briefings, l.'eporters hungry for war news, rnoni tored at every turn, 

censors, military faced with the difficult challenge of giving up 

data reports from the front while restricting off limits 

information. 

Standing between it all is Pete Williams, who by the way, 

is the author of th~t quote; and is our special guest for the full 

hour of Larry King Live tonight, and we'll be taking your calls for 

Pete, your chance to find out who this person is. 

He is -- were you Congressman Cheney's aide? 

WILLIAMS: I was. I had the privilege of working for him 

for three years in the House of Representatives when he was 

Congressman Dick Cheney of Wyoming. I did press for him and a 

little legislative work too. 

KING: You're a Wyomingan7 

WILLIAMS: Wyomingite, yes. 

KING: Oh, Wyomingite. 

WILLIAMS: Yes, sir. Casper, Wyoming is my home town. The 

fact that. he's from Wyoming and I'm front Wyoming is strictly 
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coincidental. 

KING: Yes. 

WILLIAMS: I 
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Were you in the media? 

was. I worked as a reporter, 

television reporter out there for about fifteen years. 

radio 

KING: Radio stations in Wyoming, television in Wyoming? 

WILLIAMS: Yes, sir. Right. Both. 

KING: Call me Larry, Pete. 

WILLIAMS: Excuse me. All right, I will. 

and 

KING: Why did you leave the exalted realm and world of the 

camera and the microphone for press? 

WILLIAMS: Well, I enjoyed it very much. I enjoyed my time 

in Wyoming, I got to go out and interview people who climbed 

mountains and who were doing water policy and all those things that. 

you do when you're covering a state like Wyoming. But I got an 

opportunity to go to work for Dick Cheney in the House of 

Representatives, and I respect him greatly, respected him greatly 

then. I'd covered him when I was a reporter, got to know him then 

and watch him at work. And he did me the great honor of inviting me 

to come to work for him, so I did. I never imagined, of course. 

then that I'd be doing what I'm doing now. 

KING: Did he ask you to come when he was elected, or was 

it sometime after? 

WILLIAMS: No, it was sometime after. It was in 1986 that 

I went to work for him and he was elected before that. 
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KING: Did you like the other side? Did you like the 

handing out the infonnation when you used to be the person asking 

the question? 

WILLIAMS: Oh yeah. It's a lot easier to ask the 

questions. Not as well as you do, but in general you don't have to 

know the answer when you ask the question. You're trying to find 

out infonnation. 

I enjoyed it a great deal. I loved being a reporter, but 

I'm enjoying what I'm doing right now. 

KING: Yeah, but a lot of reporters would have difficulty 

doing what you're doing right now. They don't want to be -- for 

wont of a better term, I don't mean this derogatorily, but flack ... 

WILLIAMS: Sure. 

KING: The spokesperson. 

WILLIAMS: When I first started the job and I was writing 

my first press release, it's a great mental adjustment because I was 

writing this release about some statement that Congressman Cheney 

had made and, you know, you sit there and you want to say, [uses a 

reporters-type voice] however, critics of the Cheney plans say ... 

So you have to fight that for awhile. But if you respect the guy 

you work for and if you believe in him then it's -- the transition 

is much easier. 

KING: Are -- what are your self rules, or were your self 

rules in the post in Congress, before we move to this current post? 
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For example, you couldn't have agreed with everything that the 

Congressman agreed with. 

WILLIAMS: Right. 

KING: How do you draw a kind of line? 

WILLIAMS: Well, you have to say that you're -- do you 

fundamentally believe in what he s'tands for. If you don't, then to 

sit there day, after day, after day and write press releases abo>1t 

what he says, and what he believes, and what he's doing, if you 

don't believe in that then you have to do something else. You don't 

expect to agree with everything. 

He was very good about allowing the staff to debat.e with 

him, but then once he made up his mind then we marched forward. And 

I think that's fair. 

KING: So on a moral issue you'd have to leave. 

WILLIAMS: You would if you didn't agree with what your 

boss was doing. I don't see how you could live with yourself and 

get up and look at yourself in the mirror. 

KING: If you didn't support this war you couldn't do thi~ 

job. 

WILLIAMS: That's right. 

KING: When he became Secretary of Defense did you 

automatically know, he's going to ask me to be the spokesperson? 

WILLIAMS: No. It all happened very fast. As you recall 

the --well, to show you how keyed I was in on the decision, I had 
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gone to a meeting with a colleague of mine, Patty Howe, and had come 

back and there was a big stack -- it was a Friday and I was walking 

back to the office thinking, I might cut out of here a little ea1:·ly 

today, and I came back and there was a big stack of messages in my 

"In" box, and I thought, what's going on for a Friday afternoon? I 

walk in with TV sets on CNN and there is Bernie Shaw with a picture 

of my boss over his shoulder. And I thought, what's this all about? 

And the President comes out artd says I'm going to ask Dick Cheney to 

be my new Secretary of Defense. 

KING: That's when you knew. 

WILLIAMS: That's when I found out. I learned it ... 

KING: Did you then say, I'm going to be spokespersort? 

WILLIAMS: No, no. I had no idea. I was trying to get 

through the next hour and deal with all those phone calls. 

KING: Did you expect to be, though? 

WILLIAMS: No, it never entered my mind. And thert he said 

the next day that it was his intention to do that, and of course, I 

was delighted. 

KING: By the way, why did you want that? Some might have 

said, you know, I don't need to be the spokesperson for the 

Department of Defense. It's got more minuses than pluses. We could 

make a case of the minuses. 

[Laughter] 

WILLIAMS: Well, I viewed it as a great challenge and an 
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enormous opportunity to learn. I mean, I'm from Casper, Wyoming and 

I just in the past year have been able to tag along with the 

Secretary of Defense when he met Mikhail Gorbachev and Lech Walesa, 

and those are things that we don't do much in Natrona County, so 

those were great opportunities for me. 

KING: All right. Are you his spokesperson, or the 

Department of Defense's spokesperson? 

WILLIAMS: That's an excellent question. I think you're 

both. I think I have an obligation to, when I'm in the briefing 

room I'm speaking for the Army, the Navy, the Air Force, and the 

Marine Corp. I work very closely with them. I'm not out there on 

my own just sort of making it up as I go. I work very closely with 

the variable spokesmen that those military departments have. I'm 

also the spokesman for Dick Cheney. I think you have to have a very 

close relationship with your boss. 

I wasn't in nobody's Rolodex around Washington as a great 

military expert. I wasn't invited to be like Anthony Cordesrnan 

corning on television to do military analysis back in those days. 

You have to have, I think, a very close relationship with your boss. 

If I didn't, I couldn't be doing this job. ~ut there is a dual 

role. 

-
KING: Are you married? 

WILLIAMS: No, sir. 

KING: Would it be tough on a marriage? 
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KING: Would it be tough on a marriage? 

WILLIAMS: Well right now I think it would be, yes. 

KING: What makes a good spokesperson? 

WILLIAMS: Well, I guess you might be a better judge of 

that -- to answer that question t~an I am. 

KING: Well. I think you're very good. I watch.you, you're 

appealing to listen to, I find myself feeling informed. But I don't 

know if you're good. for example, maybe you're lying. 

[Laughter] 

WILLIAMS: In other words, I have a lot of credibility, is 

what you're saying. 

KING:· You have built credibility through personality and 

through an apparent knowledge of subject. 

WILLIAMS: Well, I think I ... 

KING: So I would say you're doing a great job. Is that 

the role, do to a great job for the Department of Defense? Then 

you're filling the role. 

WILLIAMS: Well, I guess -- let me answer it this way. 

I'll tell you what I think the job of the Assistant Secretary 

what I do for public affairs. I think I'm sort of in the middle. I 

try to anticipate questions that reporters are going to ask. I go 

around and ask people in the Department questions and elicit answers 

from them, and then I can build up knowledge about something and be 

able to answer questions about that. I'm sort of -- I'm sort of a 
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wholesaler of ... 

KING: ... then have to regard you as straight. 

WILLIAMS: You have when you go up there's a standard 

routine. When you go up for Senate confirmation for this job, they 

say, would you ever lie for your, country. And of colirse there's 

only one answer to that question, and the answer is no. 

maintain credibility, you have to be believable. The 

puts a lot of trust in you, and you have to treat 

seriously. 

You have to 

Department. 

that very 

KING: You may say no comment, but you will not tell a 

knowing lie. 

WILLIAMS: Absolutely. If you don't know, you say I don't 

know. 

KING: Might you also go to bat at times for the press? 

Might you say, General, Mr. Secretary, I think you ought to tell 

them this? 

WILLIAMS: Sure. You are an advocate at times. I mean, 

that's -- if you look up the definition of a job in the Defense 

Department Handbook, in the DOD regulations, it 

the public affairs advisor for the Department. 

says that you are 

Now, I happen to 

work with two people who don't need a lot of public affairs advice. 

I've said before that some press secretaries spend as much time 

explaining the press to their boss as they do explaining their boss 

to the press. Now, I don't have that problem with Dick Cheney. He 
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worked in the White House, he was Chief of Staff, he • s been in 

Congress. He knows how it works. Colin Powell also has had a lot 

of political experience. I don't need to give them that advice. 

But they're thinking about a lot of other things sometimes, and ! 

think sometimes I weigh in with that. And I find a very receptive 

audience in both of those two people. 

KING: Pete Williams is our guest. There's lots 

He's our guest for the full hour. We • ll be including your --

chance, hey, it's a live briefing with him, with you, after 

Don ' t go away. 

* 

more. 

your· 

this. 

KING: Our guest is the chief Pentagon spokesperson, Pete 

Williams. Actually, his title is, what, Assistant Secretary ... 

WILLIAMS: For public affairs. 

KING: Of Defense for Public Affairs. 

We'll be going to calls in a little while, but we have on 

the phone Senator Nancy Kassebaum of Kansas, one of the more 

powerful and more articulate members of the United States Senat.e, 

who has a I hear her smiling who has a question for Pete. 

Nancy? Thank you for calling. 

SENATOR NANCY KASSEBAUM: Hi, Larry. Well, it's a 

pleasure. 

First, I'd just like to say to Pete Williams I think he's 

done an outstanding job as a spokesman for the Pentagon. 
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WILLI!\MS: Thank you very much. 

SENATOR KASSEBAUM: Secondly, I want to take this 

opportunity to call in because I've had a number of calls from 

Kansas, and I'm sure you've heard from a number of people too, 

regarding mail to the troops. There seems to be a growing q>lestion, 

and I realize that in many ways it's the biggest operation we've 

ever had regarding mail overseas. But I wondered if you could just 

on -- while you're there where many can hear you around the co,mtry, 

talk a bit about what's happening with mail to the troops. 

KING: Is there a problem, Nancy? 

SENATOR KASSEBAUM: Well, I'm just beginning to get a lot 

of calls from family members who say that they're not receiving 

mail. 

KING: Okay. Pet&? 

WILLIAMS: Well, it's always a problem when you have troops 

on the move. In the early days of Operation Desert Shield, when 

forces were still coming into the country it took a little while for 

the mail delivery system just to catch up to the huge size of 

deployment. It was an astonishingly large deployment in a 

short period of time. 

up . And then I think 

And it did take awhile for the mail to 

we were doing pretty well. Now some of 

this 

very 

catch 

the 

forces are moving, some of them are moving way forward, way out in 

the vast desert, and it's a little hard for the mail to catch up to 

them sometimes. 
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It's a problem we're aware of, it's one that we're working 

on, and it's obviously very important to the troops and very 

important to their families. But as they move there are going to be 

some lags there getting mail to them. 

KING: I believe in World War 2 it was like three months. 

What is the time now? 

WILLIAMS: I haven't heard of what it is for a forward 

unit, but of course, then every single piece of mail was censored. 

I mean, you know, you talk to people in World War 2 who got letters 

that had little holes in them -- and we're not doing that now, of 

course. 

KING: Thanks, Nancy. 

SENATOR KASSEBAUM: Well thank you. Let me just say on 

censoring, though, aren't all packages run through to be checked? 

WILLIAMS: They're run through metal detectors, they're 

screened like that, but in World War 2, literally, I've heard t.hat. 

every single piece of mail was opened and read, and that would slow 

it down considerably. 

SENATOR KASSEBAUM: Well thank you. I know it means a lot 

just to have reassurance on that. 

WILLIAMS: Thank you very much. 

SENATOR KASSEBAUM: Thanks, Larry. 

KING: Thank you. Thanks , Nancy. 

Kassebaum of Kansas. 

That was Senator 
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What do you like least about this? 

WILLIAMS: About this job? 

KING: This past two weeks. 

WILLIAMS: Well, on a personal. I guess I would say, people 

say the first casualty of war is truth. I think the first casualty 

is sleep. I think that's a probloem for everybody. '61lt I'm not 

whining about that. The people in the Arabian Peninsula have it a 

lot worse than I do, and I'm aware of that. 

I think that when YO'l have cas,lal ties that's always the 

hardest part of the job, dealir~ with that. I think that's very 

difficult. 

KING: In this open openess, in this CNN syndrome where 

everything is there, is it hard to have secrets anymore? I mean, I 

would imagine the old kind· of briefing was, hey Pete, go out and 

tell them that doesn't happen anymore. I don't want to guess at 

that. But that ain't the way it is. 

WILLIAMS: Well, I think, first of all, no, it's not hard 

to have secrets anymore. There are still future plans that we never 

discuss, they've never discussed that before in military operations, 

reporters understand that, and there's a whole big, long list of 

future plans that haven't been discussed •.• 

KING: Do you know? 

WILLIAMS: I don't know them all. I think, you know ... 

- KING: Are you on a need-to-know? 



WILLIAMS: All people in the Department are on the 

need-to-know basis. I don't need to know all the future operations 

for the next several weeks. I can't discuss them anyway. So I'm 

not concerned about that. But there's a ~reat deal of secret, 

classified information. I think most people that -work in the 

Defense Department that I know of are extremely sensitive about 

keeping their country secrets, and ..• 

KING: Do you like the fact that the public can see 

briefings? 

WILLIAMS: Oh sure, I think that's important. I think 

briefings are frustrating for reporters, but we do the best we can. 

A good reporter wants to have it all layed out, a good reporter 

wants to.know all the aspects, and then he wants to chose the facts 

that he use to tell the st~ry just as he were covering a trial or 

piecing together a story about somethin~ that happened with the 

police department. I mean, you want to know all the facts that you 

can get your hands on. And the essence of journalism is the process 

of selection. And you want as many facts as you can, select the 

facts to tell your story. 

In military operation it's more complicated. There's a 

time lag, there's some things that we simply can't say because they 

would jeopardize an operation or the lives of the troops. And so 

reporters go to briefings, I think they find it a little frustratin~ 

that we can't answer all their questions. But yes, I think it's 
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fine that briefings, that people can see them. 

them to learn about it. 

I think they help 

that 

KING: How do you control getting testy? 

(Laughterl 

WILLIAMS: Well ... 

KING: I mean, do you have little things you do? 

WILLIAMS: I hope I'm not testy. I try not to ... 

KING: But I assume you want to. 

WILLIAMS: Well, no, I don't think so. I mean. I thiru: 

my own view of it is someone watching a briefing at home. 

Well first of all, there's a sort of double dynamic. There's the 

people in the briefing room with you that you see day-in, day-out 

that work in the Pentagon, people like ... 

KING: That sit in the same place •.. 

WILLIAMS: ... like Wolf Blitzer from CNN. 

The Pentagon is unique among defense establishments in the 

world in that reporters come to work and work in the Pentagon. Now, 

they don't go to work in the British Ministry of Defense, and they 

don't go to work in the ministry in the Soviet Union, they don't do 

that in Italy. Our reporters have a building pass, they get the run 

of the halls, just as I do. I mean, they can't go into the 

classified parts, obviously. But they work just down the hall from 

me. I see these people all the time. I see them in the morning 

when I go to get a cup of coffee, I see them at night as I walk 
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out .•. 

KING: ... go on stage together. 

WILLIAMS: And then we all go on stage together. 

KING: And we watch. 

WILLIAMS: And that's right. And so these are people that 

I work with all the time, and I know them, and you know, these are 

professionals that cover the Department of Defense, and they are 

good folks, and they have to ask hard questions. That's their job. 

I have a different job. I took an oath of office for a different 

purpose right now, so I have a different job. 

that. 

But we understand 

So I guess that I sympathize with what they're going 

through, I know why they ask those questions, and I think that gives 

you a certain amount of -- I mean, that's their jobs, they have to 

ask those questions. 

KING: And do you think they respect you, they know that 

that's your job? 

WILLIAMS: Well, whether they respect me or not, they know 

that's my job. 

KING: Pete Williams is our guest. 

your phone calls. This is Larry King Live. 

* 

Back with more, then 

* 
KING: Our guest is Pete Williams. We're going to start 

including your phone calls. A couple of quick things, then we'll 
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intersperse other questions. 

As a person from the press, the word censorship has to be 

the most distasteful word to you. A press guy hates it. 

WILLIAMS: Sure. 

KING: How do you justify it? 

WILLIAMS: Well, there isn't any censorship right now. I 

mean, I guess I can understand reporters wanting to call it 

censorship, because what's happening right now bugs them, but let me 

just explain what happens. First of all, there've been 500, let's 

say roughly, press reports, written reports filed from the pools 

that are covering the military operation right now, since this 

operation began, since Operation Desert Storm started, since we went 

to the pools. What the rules say is that we hope reporters will not 

disclose information that can jeopardize a future operation of the 

lives of the troops, future troop movement, specific tactics, 

supplies on hand, operational weaknesses. Now, there really isn't 

any quibbling on the ground rules. Same ground rules we had in 

Vietnam, World War 2, Korea. 

In World War 2 there was censorship, full-field censorship. 

You filed for a public affairs officer, he took his pen out and said 

okay, Larry, you can't say this, you can't say this, thanks very 

much. And thatwas that. In this operation a public affairs guy 

will look at it right there in the field and say, I wish you 

wouldn't say this. 
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KING; Juet wieh. 

WILLIAMS: Thie would violat;, C:L'QW'Id rule number nine. And 

he eaye, aee, l 've read ground 1·ule number nine, I diaaaree with 

you. to the preuo,. in Saudi Arabia riaht with 

everytl1in11 else, it isn't. held up. They baYtt the eame discu.11sion 

there. If they C!an•t ll&ree they call me. 

We • ve reviewed three l!'uch :a.~portll and we • ve> let. them all 

eo. But if we disaarood, I 1.1t.ill <.•an' t. II toP them. If it. were a 

piece from Cha1.·lee Jaco of CNN, J wcould call C'.NN on the phone <md 

eay pleo~~se don't do tl1i:o. 1\ut. t.l>., ult.~to deolaio.n >."e81:.e with thfl 

news Ol'&ani l!!ation. 

KING: Can You pull Jaco'~ credentials? 

WILLI.IIMS: We could, wt> could. But. that ••• 

KING: llut you w<>uldn' t .. 

WJLLI.IIMS: But. t.hat.':. the same -- the same waan • t true in 

Viot.nl!lll'l. 

KING: h1 W<,rld War a, tJlouah, and Vietnam, knJ.e Pyle 

oould w"lk up t..o any auy in a foxhole an-5 eay, what do you tllink of 

thi11. You elln • t do that. hfll'EI. 

WILLIAMS: Well, tl1oae we1·e operation., that. went on fo1· 

many years, 'l'hi:5 one J.11 not ~''in& t.o. In Vietnam you had a ~M~t.un 

- • "'hat nU.liuu:y people call a mature theatre of CPttrat.ions. Th~!~re 

Wal! a well established system of helicopters, you could -- you ~low, 

you could get up in the morning, you could walk out to where tlle 



-19-

helicopters were taking off, jump on one if there was space, go up 

to the front, spend a couple of days, and come back. It isn't like 

that. This is a vast desert, there isn't an intense ground 

activity ..• 

KING: But what is your ' worry if a reporter, if Charles 

Jaco walked up to a guy in a tank and said how's things going? Why 

does that worry you? 

WILLIAMS: It doesn't worry me, but the problem is how's he 

going to get there. What we've -- there's a thousand reporters 

right now in Saudi Arabia. They would all like to go up and talk to 

guys in tanks. It would overwhelm the operation. There isn't a way 

for them to get there and get back, so we've said we'll have small 

groups that file for the ..• 

KING: Otherwise it would be non-manageable. 

WILLIAMS: Absolutely. 

KING: Okay. Anything -- any ..• 

WILLIAMS: Not that want to manage the news, I just want ... 

[Confusion of voices1 

WILLIAMS: •.• logistically. 

KING: Any word on the CBS guys? 

WILLIAMS: Unfortunately no. 

KING: Are you sending, are you trying all the time? 

WILLIAMS: Well, CBS just today, in the past 2t. hours, went. 

up to ~ere Bob Simon and his crew were last seen, talked to some 
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people there. ~e still don't know. ~e're trying to find out. It's 

a subject of great concern to us, ,of course. 

KING: Are they guessing? I mean, would you guess if Iraq 

-- if Iraq has them wouldn't Iraq tell you they have them, or would 

you think normally you'd be told we have these people? 

WILLIAMS: One would think so. 1 certainly would hope so, 

if they did. 

KING: You have no idea. 

WILLIAMS: No, we don't, unfortunately. 

KING: Clearwater, Florida. We'll go to calls for Pete 

Williams. Hello. 

MAN: Good evening, Larry. 

KING: Hi. 

MAN: Thank you very much. 

KING: Sure. 

MAN: Great job as always, particularly the Saturday shows. 

Very good. 

KING: Thank you. 

MAN: Mr. Williams. 

WILLIAMS: Yes, sir. 

MAN: Wonderful job on TV. 

WILLIAMS: Thank you very much. 

MAN: And real good, the balance is wonderful. We're a 

military family, and my comment basically, you were transparently 
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honest and sincere, and I argue with civilians a lot. If you could 

just take a little more time to explain the why that you are saying 

this for security. My Dad was career military and we understand, 

but I think civilians don't understand range and bearing on a 

missile thing, or why you can't forcast your future intentions. I 

think the military person, or family says gee, I know that reason, 

but I think civilians, or at least people I argue with locally say 

you g11ys are lying, you guys are ... 

KING: Okay, we only got 30 seconds to the break. 

WILLIP.MS: It's a good point, and we have to try to do that 

harder. When we say, I'm sorry I can't answer your question, I 

think we should always say why that is, explain -- perhaps I did say 

that, you know, that if we discuss it then I'd be discussing it. 

Maybe the quote you opened with wasn't the best way to say it. But 

I think if we explained it a little more people will understand. 

Wyoming? 

KING: World around town, you want to run for the Senate in 

[Laughter] 

WILLIAMS: I'm just trying to get through this operation. 

KING: I'm giving you word around town. 

WILLIAMS: I see. 

KING: Want to be a network anchor? Word around town. 

[Laughter] 

WILLIAMS: Well, I'm very flattered. 
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KING: You can deny. 

WILLIAMS: I never thought when I was working for 

Congressman Cheney in the House that I would be doing what I'm doing 

now. I'm not very good at predicting what's going to happen in the 

future. 

KING: We'll be back with Pete Williams. We'll have an 

update on the news as well. Don't go away. 

* * 
KING: Our special guest for the full hour tonight is Pete 

Williams. He's the chief spokesperson for the Pentagon. You have 

seen him worldwide daily at the Pentagon briefings. 

Back to your calls. Sierra Vista, California. Hello. 

MAN: Yeah. I'd like to talk to Mr. Williams. I'd like to 

ask him does he really beli~ve he can be objective when in reality 

the people who pay his salary are -- of course have vested interest 

on what information does and does not go out? 

KING: We're the people who pay his salary, but go ahead. 

WILLIAMS: Well, that's true. I guess nobody thinks about 

this job in just the short term. I mean, I don't think any good 

person doing what I'm doing goes out and says how can I get through 

Friday. Your long term credibility is at stake. You asked earlier 

about am I a spokesman for the Department of Defense, and I said, 

in part yes, I mean, the credibility of the military is on the line 
• 

here, people are watching very closely. Suddenly the whole world is 
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watchir~ what the U.S. military is up to. 

We have to be very careful with what we say, that's why we 

want to get -- we don't want to get ahead of ourselves and get out 

and speculate about something before we can prove it. So we have to 

be careful to be able to stand behind what we say. 

KING: Also, you have no prere~lisite to go on. There's 

never been a war televised and there's never been a briefing, 1 

think, telecast to where the enemy can watch the telecast. 

WILLIAMS: I guess that's true. I hadn't thought about 

that. but I suppose .•. 

KING: Sure. There's no one ever been in your position. 

WILLIAMS: Right. But whether the other side is watching 

or not, I mean, even in the old days they would still have learned 

about it so you the kind of information that you put out I don • t. 

think can change. But the point is, I mean, you have to be very 

careful not to mislead people in your briefings because that could 

come back to haunt you, and then if you were caught in that a couple 

of times intentionally, then who's going to believe you after that? 

So credibility is at stake. 

KING: I heard you today explaining bodies will come back 

next week, they will go to Dover, Delaware as an embarkation 

and then go out to wherever the families wish them to. And 

will be special ceremonies as the families wish, private or 

point 

there 

public, 

or whatever. But the press is not allowed at Dover, and your point 
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was it's just ... 

WILLIAMS: It's a transit point. 

KING: Transit point. So what if they question were asked, 

so what, why can't we go to the transit point? 

WILLIAMS: Well, I guess it's a matter of being sensitive 

to family concerns. There may have been other transit points along 

the way. Dover, Delaware has developed some sort of status beyond 

what I think it should be. 

KING: That happened with the Marines ... 

WILLIAMS: Sure. And I understand that. But there are 

there may be transit points in Europe, as returning servicemen go 

through some point in Europe and they're changed to another plane. 

The same thing may happen at Dover. I mean, there really isn't much 

to see there, and I think out of sensitivity to the families the 

coverage opportunities ought to be where the ceremonies are. 

KING: But as a newsman you would also say, okay I 

understand that and I respect that, but why can't I go, why can't I 

do a mood piece? 

WILLIAMS: Since -- I mean, there's nothing to see, really, 

I guess. And again ••. 

KING: As a good reporter would say, let me determine. 

WILLIAMS: Sure. I understand that. 

KING: Is that hard for you, this call? 

WILLIAMS: Well, to some extent, but I have to step in -- I 
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have to be an intermediary for the sensitivities of the military 

too. It wouldn't be fair to families to say okay, you decide 

whether you want the ceremony -- or the transit at Dover, Delaware 

called, and we'll just let ·everybody call you and ask. 

KING: Do you think the only point is to tweak the 

interest, or is the Pentagon fearing that seeing this in one mass 

will turn public opinion against? 

WILLIAMS: No. I don't think public opinion is so fragile 

that if casualties come back it's instantly going to dissolve. I 

think people understand that there may be some casualties involved. 

KING: Corpus Christi, Texas, for Pete Williams. He is the 

Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs. Hello. 

WOMAN: Thank you, Mr. King. Yes, Mr. Williams, I want to 

thank you for a job well done, but what I would like to ask you is 

what is the government's opinion, behind-the-scenes opinion about 

Peter Arnett and CNN being used as a propaganda machine for Hussein? 

WILLIAMS: Well, as many people have said before Peter 

Arnett is a very experienced, outstanding reporter. 

KING: Pulitzer Prize winner. 

WILLIAMS: Absolutely. 

There is a historical value to having a reporter there, 

because after it's all over, and after he's out he can report freely 

on what he's seen. At the same time -- I feel also that I -- that 

people in my position, or at least I feel that I shouldn't -- I'm -
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not the government press critic, I'm the spokesman for the Defense 

Department. I'll leave the press criticism to Tom Shales and 

writers like him. 

I do think, though, that when this is all over there are 

some very serious questions that we're going to have to ask each 

other. We're going to have to look again at our policy. We've 

changed our policy as we go. 

In the early stages of this operation, when Iraq took 

American prisoners of war, they showed them on their television and 

people said why don't you bomb their television antennae and take 

them off the air so they can't do that anymore. Of course, as you 

know, we did that. Saddam Hussein did not have the ability to 

transmit those pictures to other countries where they could be 

picked up. They took him off the air of the Satellite Network, and 

then Peter Arnett and his crew bring in an uplink. And now the 

Iraqis again have the ability to get the message out. 

I don't know what the Department ultimately thinks of that. 

KING: Are you worried about the Iraqi message? 

WILLIAMS: I'm not worried about the Iraqi message. I 

don't think the American people •.• 

KING: How on earth could -- would anyone be worried about 

dissemination of -- why would that scare someone? Is Saddam going 

to come on suddenly and massive Americans are going to march for 

h . ? l.m. What is going to occur that's bad? 
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WILLIAMS: I don • t think it's Americans that Sadda.m Hussein 

is trying to reach. I think he's still trying to reach an Arab 

audience, a Moslem audience. And propaganda is an important tool in 

war time, and I think, you know, it's another thing in his favor. 

KING: Well, wear another hat. 

WILLIAMS: Sure. 

KING: If you were the editor of the Washington Post, where 

Mr. Shales works, or you ran CBS, or NBC, or whatever, and you could 

get an uplink, wouldn't you have an uplink? And if you could have 

an Arnett, wouldn't you have him there? 

WILLIAMS: I suppose I would. I would hope that the news 

organizations that use their reports -- I mean, I think CNN's been 

very careful to label them as propaganda, as indeed they are, and we 

all understand that. I'll tell you that I try very hard, as I say, 

not to be the government press critic. I raise it as a troubling 

issue but I don't have the answer for you on whether it should be 

done or not. 

KING: When it troubles you, though, do you come down on 

the side of it's still better to get the information than not get 

it? Or do you come down on the 'side of this case it's better not 

to? Personally. As a personal -- non-governmental hat. 

WILLIAMS: Well, it's hard for me to do that since it's 

hard ••• 

KING: I know. But you wear a lot of hats. You were a 



-28-

journalist, so you know how everybody feels in this situation. 

WILLIAMS: Sure. I can understand CNN's desire. I guess I 

wish there were other reporters there as well, but it's a difficult 

time. I understand why CNN has Peter Arnett there. I think we all 

understand the difficulties under which he works and the censorship 

that's imposed upon him. I just 'hope that news organizations that 

use his reports edit them and think about them very carefully 

because they have to realize what it is, it's -- all he is allowed 

to put out is propaganda. 

KING: Okay. Is this war. in your opinion, as a journalist 

and as a spokesperson, going as well as it would seem to be going, 

based on today's briefings? 

WILLIAMS: Yes, I think so. I think we in the Department 

have to be careful I me~n, in the early stages I think we were 

all pleased at how well everything was working. We had a lot of new 

weapons that had never been tested before, people said these new 

smart weapons won't work. Well, they did, they worked exceptionally 

well. But we were the ones out there -- you know, people always 

accuse the people in Washington of spend control. This was euphoria 

control. I mean, we were out there earlier saying don't -- you 

know know, this operation's going to go on for awhile, it appears to 

be going well now, but you know, a lot of things can happen, let's 

not get out of control in what we say. But objectively, in terms of 

what we had hoped to accomplish, and where we are now, I don't think 
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you'd deny that it's going well. 

KING: How do you feel about what's happened to you? 

WILLIAMS: Well, a little overwhelmed. It happened so fast. 

KING: How do you feel? I mean, suddenly, suddenly you 

were an internationally known person. 

WILLIAMS: I gtless the way I think of it and the way to 

manage it is it's not me, it's -- the person who's internationally 

known is tt,e spokesman for the Pentagon. 

KING: Who happens to be you. 

WILLIAMS: Who happens to be me right now. B•lt nCJbody ... 

KING: You can divorce that? 

WILLIAMS: Well, I think you have to, to some extent. But 

the other part of it is that it insulates you -- it j1lst all 

happened so fast that you don't spend a lot of time gazing out the 

window at the River Entrance of the Pentagon thinking, hmm, you 

know. It just happens. One thing comes after the other, the hours 

tick by, and you just sort of •.. 

KING: Have you had a dinner date since this started? 

WILLIAMS: One. 

KING: Gone to a movie? 

WILLIAMS: No. 

KING: Was it a casual dinner or a war-type dinner? 

WILLIAMS: It was a quick dinner. {Laughter] 

KING: Our guest is Pete Williams. Back with more phone 
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calls on Larry King Live, right after this. 

* * 
KING: Let's go back to your calls for Pete Williams. 

Tunsten, California. Hello. 

WOMAN: Yes. My question is for Mr. Williams.· 
' 

Throughout 

a lot of the Pentagon briefings a great deal of discussion has gone 

on regarding the image you project. A lot of the general consensus 

among the people is that sometimes you are a little rude and curt. 

Is that the real Pete Williams, or is that a throwback of your 

position? 

WILLIAMS: Well, I try not to be rude or curt. There are 

sometimes when we can't answer questions as much as we'd like to. we 

can't go into any more detail, and we're trying to get to as many 

questioners in the Pentagon"briefing room as we can. And perhaps --

I catch myself perhaps going to quickly. I understand what you're 

saying, but I try very hard not be· rude. 

KING: Winston-Salem, North Carolina. Hello. 

MAN: Yes. My question is why can't the Defense Department 

go ahead and release videotape much faster than it's actually doing? 

WILLIAMS: Well, there are two sorts of videotape that are 

-- well, I guess there are three. There's the videotape that 

reporters themselves are making, and that's -- I don't believe 

there's any problem there, that's coming out very quickly. The 

second thing is what's called combat camera. They are teams that 
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have been around since the 2nd World War, since movie cameras, and 

they go with units, they are a part of units, they are fundamentally 

not public affairs people, they are there to document for the U.S. 

military what their units do. However, when.combat camera tape 

comes to the Pentagon we review ~t to see if we can release some of 

it, and we have been doing that. And the third kind of videotape is 

that made on the airplanes and the helicopters, it's called gun 

camera tape. And -- or gun camera -- I guess it is videotape. And 

some of that has been released as well. 

I think we need to do better at releasing more of that. It 

gives a good idea of the capability of the systems. And we're 

sensitive to that and we're trying to release more of it. 

KING: Do you get to talk to General Schwarzkopf? 

WILLIAMS: I try riot to bug General Schwarzkopf very much. 

He's a busy guy. I talk to Colin Powell frequently. When he first 

came to the Pentagon he put a little phone on your desk that you 

could press the button and it rings on his desk. He's very good, 

he's very accessible about that. So if I have a question I can 

either ask someone in his staff or I can call him directly. 

KING: Jean Kirkpatrick said the other night on this 

program that Colin Powell's the best known General this country's 

ever had because l guess we could make a case for that, 

With television more people would know that face than any 

Gener~ we've ever had. 

right? 

other 
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WILLIAMS: It could well be. He's a very capable man. He 

deserves the reputation. 

KING: Our guest is Pete Williams, and we go to Roanoke. 

Hello. 

WOMAN: Yes. I have been very bothered the last couple of 

weeks about the censorship. Why has the military not imposed 

stricter censorship toward 

the bomber pilots who are 

journalists when they are interviewing 

coming back. They are providing their 

names on television as well as in some cases the bases that they are 

from. 

WILLIAMS: Well, the -- in the early days of this operation 

we pulled the guidance off the shelf for this theater of operations. 

It was when there were just dozens of people in the area instead of 

hundreds of thousands. And the old guidance said you shouldn't use 

servicemen's names. And you probably remember the flap about that 

in the early days. With thousands of people there that clearly 

makes no sense anymore. It's been done before. The Air Force view 

is that it's not a problem. If service men and women want their 

names used it's a choice that they make. 

Live. 

KING: And what would the enemy do with the name anyway? 

WILLIAMS: Exactly. 

KING: We'll be right back with Pete Williams on Larry King 

* * 
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KING: Our guest is Pete Williams. 

This just in. U.S. troops in the Gulf can be required to 

take unapproved drugs for protection against biological and gern1 

warfare, a judge ruled late Thursday. The court declines to 

second-guess the Defense Department's decisions regarding how to 

equip and prepare the Armed Forces for war with Iraq. U.S. District 

Judge Stanley Harris wrote there was a class action suit arguing 

that the troops should be warned of the risk of side effects from 

unapproved drugs. 

WILLIAMS: That court decision, I just heard about it today 

too. They're not unapproved drugs in the sense that they've never 

been used before. What this is is, let's say that drug like valium 

has been used for years, it's well known to be safe when properly 

administered. It can be a drug that's effective in someone who's 

been exposed to a chemical warfare agent, a chemical weapon. And 

it's not feasible to say, you know, you're lying there, you're 

suffering the effects of a chemical weapon and we say, well we'd 

love to give you this injection but first sign here. So what we've 

asked is a waiver from that. We've gotten it from the Food and Drug 

Administration. That was challenged in court and the court said 

that's okay. 

KING: Athens, Georgia for Pete Williams. Hello. 

MAN: Larry, I was just calling to ask Pete, today in the 

news there was something that came out that the Pentagon was going 



'• 

-3/o-

to cut back on the amount of information that was given to the 

press. My question to Pete is how they going to cut back on 

something that they've already not given out enough information as 

it is? 

KING: What are you cutting back on? How do you go back 

from zero? 

WILLIAMS: Well, I'll tell you what the specific one is. 

It's a very specific case. And it's the case of pilots whose 

aircraft is shot down over hostile territory. Now, in Vietnam we 

did not give out every day a summary of aircraft that had been shot 

down in the previous 2/o hours, it was done periodically. I talked 

to my predecessor, Jerry Freidheim who had that job during Vietnam 

and he told me that it came out every couple of days, once a week, 

something like that. In this operation we've been saying so far 

every time a plane goes down. We got thinking that that's not a 

wise thing to do. We're telling the other side that there's a plane 

down, and we would hope that a search and rescue operation from the 

United States can get to that downed pilot before Iraq does. 

KING: So what do we say? 

WILLIAMS: So we're simply saying now that we're going to 

wait -- if there's a search and rescue operation we're going to wait 

until it's over before we acknowledge that an aircraft has gone 

down, or if they find the guy and get him out. 

KING: Are we going to say twelve planes went out and only 
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eleven came back? 

WILLIAMS: No. We're just going to say the current number 

of U.S. aircraft down is twelve, and then when we're through with 

the search and rescue operation we'll raise it to thirteen. It's -

in today you asked about instant communication. The reason for this 

is let's say you're a pilot and you engage another plane. You don't 

know for sure whether you shot it down sometimes. You're flying 

away, you get out of there, you think you hit it but you don't know 

whether it went down. If we acknowledge 18 hours later that a U.S. 

plane is down, then they're going to start looking. We ~ant to get 

to those foH;s first. 

KING: How are you dealing with all the rumors that we 

killed our own Marines today, that this was friendly fire? 

WILLIAMS: That's -- well, friendly fire is something that 

happens in combat, especially when you have a close ... 

KING: In all wars. 

WILLIAMS: Absolutely. When you have a close fight 

units are very close together. I think, again, you asked 

credibility before, I think it's important for us to say only 

where 

about 

what 

we know and not what don't 

whether those light-armored 

know. We have no conclusive evidence 

vehicles were shot by hostile fire or 

enemy fire -- or friendly fire. 

KING: At this minute you don't know. 

WILLIAMS: Exactly. 
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KING: Will you know? 

WILLIAMS: Well, I don't know. 

armored vehicles were damaged it may 

Sometimes military commanders will tell 

Depending on how the 

be impossible to 

you they can't tell. 

Panama, we did acknowledge some casualties from friendly fire. 

light 

tell. 

In 

KING: We'll be back with our remaining moments with Pete 

Williams. Where has the hour gone? Don't go away. 

* * * 
KING: Our guest is Pete Williams. The caller is from 

Arlington, Virginia. 

MAN: Hello. I was in a command post last week when CNN 

broadcast live from Turkey that the first ~0 F-l6s were now taking 

off for Iraq. The. pilots in the command post went ballistic that 

CNN was providing this information live to Iraq. 

KING: How did we know it? 

MAN: For Pete Williams, did this live coverage endanger 

Air Force pilots lives in that mission? 

WILLIAMS: Well, it's difficult to prevent reporters from 

reporting what they can see with their own eyes. I would think not. 

There were so many planes flying at that point in the operation that 

I would say probably not. 

KING: What's the toughest part of all of this? Reporting 

casualties? 

WILLIAMS: Sure. I mean, personally the hardest part is. 
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The other part of it is this such an immense operation that just 

tryins to keep yourself informed is a full-time job too. 

KING: When you getup in the morning do you shower, get 

dressed and go right in, or do you call in? 

WILLIAMS: No, I go right in. 

KING: You go right in. 

WILLIAMS: I go right in and call on my cellular phone as 

I'm driving in on Rock Creek Parkway. 

KING: And you are in at what time? 

WILLIAMS: Oh, it varies. I'm not the earliest arriver in 

the whole world. It depends. It varies. During this operation 

I've been in at four in the morning, six in the morning, eight in 

the morning. Today I came in at 8:30. So it varies. 

KING: And Colin Powell, as a military guy, is easy to work 

with. 

WILLIAMS: Oh yes, sir. 

forthcoming. 

He's very accessible and very 

KING: And of course Dick Cheney. How's he holding up 

under all this? 

WILLIAMS: He's terrific at his job, yes. 

- KING: Likes it better than Congress? 

WILLIAMS: I think he probably does. He misses Congress, 

but I think he's enjoying what he's doing. 

KING: Is Colin Powell going to be a Five Star General? 
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WILLIAMS: The last Five Star General was a General from 

World War 2. That would be a congressional decision. I doubt that 

would happen. 

KING: Doubt it? 

WILLIAMS: Well, you know, the talked about a fifth 

for Admiral Crowe when he retired from the Joint Chiefs. It 

be an exceptional thing. He would certainly deserve it but I 

know that it would be done. 

KING: And therefore exception for Scwarzkopf too. 

WILLIAMS: Yes. Yeah. But I don't know. 

KING: They're not given out lightly. 

star 

would 

don't 

WILLIAMS: No, they're not. The last ones were from World 

War 2. 

KING: Thanks, Pete. 

WILLIAMS: Yes, sir. A pleasure. Thank you very much. 

KING: What's with the sir? 

WILLIAMS: I'm sorry. It's a habit. 

KING: Pete Williams. 
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SUBJECT; Media Pools and Allegations of Press Censorship in Operation Desert Storm 

OUESJlON: What are yoW' views on news media complaints that the Department of Defense 
has imposed unnecessary restrictions on news media organizations by requiring them to gather 
news as members of media pools, as opposed to letting them operate independently, and by 
unnecessarily censoring news reportS coming out of Saudi Arabia? 

ANSWER: 
Last August, after Operation Desert Shield was announced, thit government of Saudi 

Arabia declined to grant visas to western reporters interested in covering the deployment of 
U.S. troops. After some discussions with the Saudis, we were able to get their permission 
for the DoD National Media Pool to go to Saudi Arabia. 'Ibis gave American news media their 
first access tO Operation Desert Shield, and eventually led to access for other western 
reporters. 

The DoD National Media Pool operation lasted for about two weeks before being 
disbanded.. By then, the United States Central Command was able to establish a Joint 
Information Bureau in Dhahran that could assist news media organizations in covering the 
deployment of U.S. and other coalition forces into the Gulf area. 

Since the commencement of hostilities, Central Command has adopted a system of 
correspondent pools to permit reporting from forward units and from air bases and combat 
ships. Pools are necessary because U.S. ground troops are widely dispersed, because of 
anticipated fast-moving ground operations, and because of the problems that would be 
encountered in filing news reports from desert locations on the battlefield, 

Today, there are over 1,000 news media representatives there, and the only practical 
way for them to get to forward locations is for the U.S. military to take them there 
as members of pools that represent the wire services as well as the other print and broadcast 
media. We also assist them in getting their pool reports back to the Joint Information 
Bmeau in Dhahran for local distribution and transmission to parent news organizations. Until 
the conflict reaches a stage where we can establish independent news media coverage, we 
believe pooling offers the media the best opportunity for covering the battlefield and getting 
their stories back to the United States in a timely manner. 

Despite some complaints about the pool operation, I would like to point out that there 
also are some reporters who have said that the system is working bertcr than they thought it 
would. So, the negative reports are not unanimous. I might also add that on the morning 
after hostilities began, the Department of Defense transported 126 news media representatives 
to Saudi Arabia to assist media organizations in enhancing their ability to cover combat 
operations. This was done in response to requests from the media over the period of several 
months prior to hostilities and reflects efforts we have made to help the media. 

YQth respect to the complaintS about censorship, I must point out that the Department 
of Defense has no authority to censor news media reports in the strict sense of the word. 
However, to prevent the publication or broadcast of information or images that could 
jeopardize operations or endanger the lives of our troops, we established ground rules and a 
system of ground rule review for the combat pools. 'Ibis process is designed to give public 
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affairs officers the opportunity to look at written news stories, photographs and videotape 
and make reponers aware of any inadvertent violations of ground rules prior to publication 
or broadcast. 

If a reporter disagrees with the public affairs officers' assessment, the matter is quickly 
referred to the chief of the Joint Information Bureau in Dhahran for his review. If he cannot 
resolve the issue, it is expeditiously referred to the Pentagon. If the Assistant Secretary of 
Defense for Public Affairs agrees that the contested information requires protection, he 
confers with the correspondent's Washington bureau chief in an effort to make the govern
ment's case. However, if the news orga.nb:ation concerned insists on publishing or broadcast· 
ing the contested information, the government has no power to stop it. Therefore, the 
Dcpanment of Defense is not censoring news reports in the way they were censored during 
World War ll and in Korea, where the military did have the power to excise material from 
news reports. 

Since the security review process was implemented in Operation Desert Storm, well over 
SOO pool reports have been flied. Only three them were sent to the Pentagon for arbitration, 
and all three were decided in favor of public release. 

SOURCE: OASD(PA): DPL 
Col P. Alexandrakos 
XS9S28 
Rev 2/2/91 
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516 4 Feb 91. Lawrence J'olidon, USA Today. A piece about a tow.:"i 1 
in northern saudi Arabia. "Shoppers in the uniforms of the 
u.S.A., France and Egypt, and a few non-descript foreign 
civilians, wade in and out of the stores in groups searching 
for the best buys in radios, watches, souvenirs of Saudi 
Arabia and winter clothes to help ward off the chilly desert 
nights ••• Telephone booths are· also popular ••• The town's few 
restaurants and hotels are doing rush business ••• The town has 
a raffish reputation among the u.s. military. Periodically, 
Military Police vehicles with machine guns mounted on the roof 
patrol the streets and parking area, warning the troops not to 
stay too long. On recant days the town has been declared off
limits to some u.s. units ••. some u.s. officers said the town 
even has a drug trade. 

~~4 Feb 91. Michael Hedges, The Washington Times. This is a 
~detailed piece covering the air/ground war plans. I quote 

extensively from the piece. "With the 1st Infantry Division -
In an effort to destroy 50 percent of the Iraqi forces facing ViO: 

u. s. divisions planning to attack, the Air Force will shift 
a high percentage of its planes here for three or four days of ~ 
saturation just before an offensive begins. •we would use all 
the aircraft in the inventory for the prepatory bombinq. • said 
Air Force Major Bob Baltzer, 41 of Dayton, Ohio. 'The goal is 
to attrite his military power down to half of what it is 
before the bombardment.• The day before a ground offensive 
should be a hell of explosives and steel for Iraqi troops in 
trenches and bunkers according to officers who have worked on 
the bombino; plan. 'The B-52 •s will fly over from high 
altitude. straight and level and aim for a specific area, more· 
like a harassment or zone type of bombing, • Major Baltzer 
said. 'We'll role the F-l5E's in at night,' he said. The 
P-15E Eagles have sophisticated radar and optics for finding 
and hitting targets in the dark. 'During the day the F-16's 
will attack with precision bombinq,' Major Baltzer said. 
'They can put a 2,000 pound bomb on a bunker. They will be 
hitting specifi~ gun emplacements and command centers. • 
'Finally, if the Iraqis•try to shift any armored vehicles to 
an area where they think an attack will occur the Air Foree 
will strike them with A-10 Warthogs, specifically designed as 
a tank killer,• Major Baltzer said ••• Major Baltzer was 
confident the Air Force could accomplish a qreat deal with the 
bombing of Iraqi positions. He said.that by using satellite 
images, fly-overs by reconnaissance planes and other types of 
intelligence the military had identified a high percentage of 
the targets pilots will try to dest~oy. •we have a very good 
idea of what the targets are, he said. Asked if the Air Foree 
feared a last minute shifting of assets by the I~aqis before 
the battle started, he said, 'They have demonstrated that they 
plan to stay in tixecl positions and try to ride out the 
bombing• ••• once the attack is underway, the Air Force role 
switches to one of close support for columns of tanks and 
armored vehicles ••• Air Force (spotters) will travel with each 
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a missile close to the USS NICHOLAS, the co is quoted as saying hi 
initial thoughts were that he came to close to MISSOURI's gunfire 
Other possibilities given: stray surface•to•air missile (hostile o 

·friendly) , artillery type unquided rocket or a near miss from a 
anti-ship missile. The story concludes with a short section ahou 
vss NICHOLAS spotting and destroying a mine. 

627 10 Feb 91, Thomas Ferraro, UPI. SECOEF and GEN Powell were so bus: 
getting updated on war that they canceled a date with eight "Scu< 
Busters." Eight soldiers received Army commendation medals for thei: 
roles in shooting Scud missiles out of the skies Jan. 21. The sigh~ 
had waited nearly two bours for Cheney and Powell before going ahea< 
with the ceremony without them. 

628 9 Feb 91, Anthony G. Hiller, VPI. Staff Judge Advocate story set ir 
leatherneck country. In normal times the JAG would give legal advic' 
only to the commanding General and his staff. But this is war, anc 
with miles between the troops and any other lawyer the JAG fills out 
the wills, straightens out family support snags and reviews appeals 
of Article 15 punishment meted out to Marines before forwarding then 
to the commanding general for this verdict. The reporter notes that 
unlike Vietnam the Gulf war is virtually druq and alcohol free. 
Saudi officially bans alcohol in accord with Islamic law. 

~tVltW/6~ 9 Feb 91, Stewart Powell, Hearst Newspapers. Patriot antimissiJ.e 
'.::.:.:..)system is steadily being refined to destroy incoming Scud-11 warheads 

GJ..j and missile bodies. l.t.col Smith said b.is battalion has been 
. adjusting the system's computer software since the outset of DESERT fr'- STORM to insure destruction of the entire 37 toot Scud missile. 

Military officers declined to discuss the numbers of Patriots tired 
1Difl'ft~~ by the battalion in order to knock down 17 scud missiles fired at 

Riyadh. 

630 10 Feb 91, Peter Gosselin, Boston Globe. When members of cnarlie co. 
3rd Battalion launched their first Patriot missile against an Iraqi 
Scud beaded tor Riyadh, it was the first time most had ever'heard 
the Patriot in action. At between $!500,000 and $1,000,000 per 
missile, the missile is fired infrequently in training sessions. 

631 9 Feb 91, Peter Ratel, Newsweek. "Patriot crews don't reach for 
their chem-warfare suit and masks when the Scud alert sounds. •we do 
the job of engaging, and if we qet indications that it is a chemical 
attack we figure we have time. The first thing is to get the mission 
going., .. 

632 9 Feb 91, Carol Morello, Philadelphia Enquirer. A story about two 
National Guardsmen, both MUslims, who oppose the war and have been 
assigned to rear ·areas as clerk typists. "It's not for tbe cause of 
God, an4 I can't be a part of it," said Specialist Cheveron Scott to 
hia commander. Private Jerry Walker said "I don't want to have to 
put my weapcn on another day lonqer than I have to." Both see the 
war aa a war o! aggression, not self defense an4 feel their Islamic 
beliefs and the war don't fit toqether. Walker and Scott both love 
Saudi Arabia and its "public displays of piety," but admit that 
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provide a "seed corn• for a future Iraqi air force. While the admiral and his 
intelligence officers grapple with the big picture, sailors such as Bosun Mate 
First Class Michael Wold are more concerned with other aspects of the threat. 
Wold is an EOD technician who blows up floating mines when they are 
discovered. He says this is easy. Wold and other EOD specialists are looking 
forward to tackling the unexploded ordinance and land mines in Kuwait after the 
war. The way they look at it, each land mine they will work is one that didn't kill a 
soldier or Marine. 

653 11 Feb 91, David Alexander, UPI:Piiots flying F-16s against Iraqi positions agree 
that there is still a lot of work to be done. "There is a lot to target up there." said 
LtCol Billy Diehl, commander of an F-16 squadron. "It's definitely a target rich 
environment. • They're seeing a lot of tanks and artillery pieces. LtCol Mike Scott 
said he saw a lot of vehicles and armor during his flight over Iraqi Positions. He 
said a group of bombers had gone in before and he could see fires on the 
ground from the attack. ·we saw some more fires after we left and so I suspect 
that we hit something," he said. Another pilot said despite the pounding the 
Iraqis are taking, they're still firing anti-aircraft guns and missiles. "We're 
definitely attriting the guys. We're taking out a bunch of stuff out there: said Lt 
Gary Cooper. "It's just a matter of when the higher ups say its now time to go to 
the other war.· 

654 11 Feb 91, Christine Hauser, UPI. (Pool notes taken from a press briefing given 
aboard the MSO USS Adroit). The notes cover a wide variety of subjects 
concerning the job of a MSO and lots of interviews with crew members. The 
crew members interviewed discussed their jobs, talked about their own feelings 
about the war and staged a mine sweeping demonstration for the press. Some· 
also complained about the low combat pay and slow mail. The crew made sure 
the reporter knew how important mine sweeping was to the safety of the other 
Navy vessels. 

(. h. 16~ The U. S. Marines are on the move as they push closer to Saudi Arabia. 
·. 1j:: {p 5') ~ Marines still insist "the missiqn is defensive· until Mr. Bush gives a ground war 

order. Though Marines are within two hours drive of Kuwait City, few expect any 
~.._ thrust to be quick or simple. "We expect resistance, we expect casualties. A lot 

I 
.L rl J depends on the intensi1y of our artillery and air support. Some Iraqis will fight, 

-.,.,, ~rpP some won't." "I'm pretending this is a baby Iraqi," said a young marine as he 
vigorously slits a sandbag outside his tent on Monday. He was quick to explain 
to a passing newsman that he was only kidding. 

~6 Carol Morello, Philadelphia Inquirer. COL Robert Flowers, Commander, 20th 
Engineer Brigade, makes a series of visits to his battalions to deliver pep talks to 
his soldier and to explain their mission. He spoke to them of fear, as if it were a 
more formidable enemy than the Iraqis. "There are going to be some very tough 
days ahead for you," he told them. "I won't sugarcoat it. I expect you to deal with 
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Northeastern Saudi Arabia hit a border pollee outpost with mortars and light 
missiles and took eight rounds of artillery fire Monday night. I.raqi artillery 
strikes have been notoriously inaccurate. perhaps due to a lack of solid 
intelligence of U.S. positions. The Marines are arrayed along the Kuwaiti 
frontier and prepared for a ground thrust into the lraql-occupled emirate. 

842 19 Feb 91. Denis 0. Gray. Associated Press. 2nd Marine DiviSion near 
the Kuwaiti border. While many criticize restrictive coverage and 
censorship clamped upon them by the U.S. mlllta.ry, few journalists With 
combat troops Uke the U.S. Marines have been hear to complain that they 
are not getting enough taste of life in the field. Only a very small percentage 
of the 1.300 journalists In Saud! .Arabia asSigned to so-called "combat pools": 
and those who end up with the Marines here get more than they bargained 
for. 'Ibe nearly dozen journalists with the 2nd Marine Division. now poised 
near the Kuwaiti border, dig their own foxholes, ntl sandbags and help pitch 
their ·ny tent,• a tarpaulin shelter exposed on two sides to rain and the 
bitterly cold Winter Wind. Some prefer to sleep in surrounding holes rather 
than jammed cheek-by-jowl Inside. J.lle Marines have a certain attitude 
that we should be pulling our own weight out here. Sometimes they forget 
we are ciVilians and didn't go through Marine boot camp," said IJnda Patillo, 
a correspondent for ABC television. She's averaged one hot shower a week. 
washes her hair with cold water out of a canteen and asks male tent-mates 
to close their eyes when she changes clothes. The Public Affairs OfCice. 
which handles the journalists, appears to be at the end of the already 
spartan Marine supply line. And some journalists are sent out from the Joint 
Information Bureau In Dhahran. which organizes the pools. lacking basic 
necessities like sleeping bags, canteens, ponchos and even "flak Jackets: 
which protect every Marine against shrapnel. WhUe preferring open 
coverage to pools. Patillo Said she saw some advantage to the latter. •By 
betng forced to stay out in the field we have gained valuable Insight into the 
men who may have to fight this war. You don't get that living in a hotel and 
flying out here In a helicopter to spend a few hours on the ground.· 

843 19 Feb 91. Susan Sachs. Newsday and Colin Neckerson. Boston Globe. 
Near the Kuwait Border units of the heavily-armoured Tiger Brigade. an 
Army force attached to the Marines for Operation Desert Storm. directed 
missile and mortar fire at an 3-bandoned border checkpoint that in the past 
has been used as an Iraqt forward observation post. Lt. Col Jan Huly said the 
Iraqis were sending out foot patrols in an apparent attempt to glean 
Intelligence on Manne positions. 

844 19 Feb 91. Jeff Franks, Reuters. U.S. Marines near the Iraqi border. 
Iraqi forces ftred eight artillery rounds Monday night at 2nd Marine Division 
units near the Kuwaiti border. but the shells landed harmlessly in the 
desert. a Marine spokesman said. "It was harassment and interdlcUon flrc. 
There were no casualties.· said Lt. Col. Jan Huly at a briefing Tuesday. 

( R~ 18 Feb 91. Joe Albnght. Cox Newspapers. U.S. fired hundreds of 
'iiEillery rounds tnto southern Iraq into a weaP ~ (MtSSIIVG INp,") 
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south of Baghdad. For reasons that have puzzled the allied military planners. 
Iraq has left its own southern border to the south of its capital relatively 
undefended. The significance ls that Iraqi military commanders now have 
painful confirmation of their earlier suspicions that the allies had moved 
some significant ground forces at least temporartly to a possible jumping off 
point far to the west of Iraq's massed tanks and m.ineflelds inside Kuwait. 
VIOLAnON: Rule 6 giving specific information on taCtical deployments and 
dispoSition that jeopardizes operational security. 

846 19 Feb 91. Michael Reages. The Washington Times. Skirmishes along 
the Saudi-Iraq border illustrate the gro'Wing contact. between opposite 
armies here as evidence grows that a ground offensive may be imminent. 
Shortly after midnight Iraqis started sending small patrols his way. The 
Iraqis would appear to move forward as If to surrender then disappear down 
small defiles, popping up at other locations. After giving the enemy ample 
time to Sllillmder. he ordered machine guns to flre on them. I waited to 
fire at the patrol in hopes of gathering prisoners who could provide the 
divls1on with undated intelligence. ·1 tell my soldiers that e:very live 
prisoner 1s worth 100 dead guys: he said. 

847 19 Feb 91. Peter Copeland. Scripps Howard. Northern Logistics 
Base. Saudi Arabia. During every day of ground combat the heavy Army units 
bundled into the VII Corps are expected to use 300 to 500 semi-trailers just 
for ammunition. and the big Ml-Al tanks need to be refueled e:very five 
hours to 10 hours. The troops handle nearly 600 dlfi'erent types of 
ammunition. 

848 18 Feb 91, Dave Hendrickson. Milwaukee Journal. Eleven men and 
eight women of the 13th Evacuation Hospital share a GP large tent they call 
the ':jungle. • The tent had been subdivided with ponchos. blankets. green 
plastic sheets, all strung on clothesline. Everything from meals to showers 
is communal. "You get to know people during a two-week AT, but not like 
thls.n Everyone who lives in the "jungle" works 1n the operating room. 
VIOLATION: The current concern is about the vaccinations everyone has 
been receiving for anthrax. one of the biological weapons that Iraq has 
threatened to use. Spec. 4 Bonnie Johnson. an operating-room tech from 
Cumberland, Wis. said the anthrax vacCinations reminded her of the 
experience with Agent Orange in Vietnam, in which a supposedly harmless 
chemical later was found to cause a variety of health problems. 

849 19 Feb 91. Gary Regenstreif. Reuters. "It appears as though they have 
given up the border. We were expecting to fight across it. lt makes It easy 
for us when we roll across." US Army forces seized an Iraqi observation post 
abandoned after being bombed by allied aircraft. The post was bombed by 
US Air Force aircraft with what Is believed to have been 500 lb bombs. 
Troops found AK-47 shell casings. old clothing and documents. No soldiers 
were found. A decrease In the number of Iraqi patrols sUpping into Saudi 

· Arabia has been noticed, with less movement north of the border. "It was 
nice. I have never been across the border before." 
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850 19 Feb 91. Joseph Albright. Cox Newspapers, with U.S. forces near the 
border. Reaction at the front to the Gorbachev Peace Initiative. A soldier 
who recently arrived from Germany describes his reaction "HonesUy. what 1 
felt was disappointment. I felt they had taken so much of my Ume, my 
family, all the loving things a person needs and I feel that we should at least 
go in there and kick somebodys ass for it. I wish it could be Saddam 
Hussein's." 
Other soldiers were sa.td to have other things to discuss at the chow hall 
including: a battalion commander who left his HUMVEE for an hour and had 
it stolen or soldiers gathering spare parts by stripping wrecked military 
vehicles along the supply route. The only hostilities around the unit for the 
day revolve around two soldiers. one of whom was a cook, almost getting 
into a ruckus in the mess tent over insults about a woman. Apparently the 
cook. carrying his spatula. and the other participant. had to be restrained. 

~ 19 Feb 91. Kifner. New York Times in Saudi Arabia wtth the lOlst 
~me Division. After months of preparation many here are saytng the long 

wait is nearly over. Skirmishes along the Saudi border have been picking up 
as reconna.l.ssance parties probe for Iraqi strengths and weaknesses. It is 
said that the intricacies and contradictions of Middle East poUtics seem 
little-known to most of the troops. although "there seems little questioning 
of their mission." The story indicates that the main motivation. troops say 
over and over in interviews. is simply to get back home. 
VIOLATION: Rule 6. listing of size of friendly force units, page 851/2; lists 
division's size as 17,000 soldiers. of whom 800 are women. 

852 19 Feb 91. Mark Mooney. media outlet not listed, near the Northern 
Saudi Border. Description of a visit to the 18th Airborne Corps by Lt. Gen. 
Waller. General Waller. who is characterized as having "surprised President 
Bush at the outbreak of war by saying the Army would not be ready 1m til 
mid-February." is quoted as saying during the visit "It doesn't app:::cu- :hat it's 
gotng to be long." The general is said to have c:Usmissed suggestions that 
peace initiatives from Russia would affect his preparations for war. In 
arriving General Waller is said to have emerged from his helicopter ''with a 
heavy. brass topped ·walking. stick." General Waller is quoted as saying 
further. after noting that the mid-February date has passed. that "I've felt 
l've been right all along: 

853 18 Feb 91. Laurenlee Jolidon. USA Today, with Army Engineers in 
Saudi Arabia. Description of Army Combat camp life. Since arriving the 
engineers are sa.td to have formed a strong but unfamiliar bond-of 
paratroopers who haven't jumped in months, after having been" sent to a 
conflict where airborne missions are unlikely and available aircraft for 

_ traJntng jumps scarce.''Soldiers say they wouldn't want to jump here 
anyway-too many sharp rocks on and just below the surface. Mall Js 
discussed-more mail is going out than coming in. The Army post office 
system changed the battalion's overseas mailing address when it moved 
north last month and no letters with the new address have reached them. 
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Nights are described as warmer than a few weeks ago, but still cold enough 
for sleeping bags or more. Army-issue bags are described as not warm 
enough. which has necessitated some soldiers sleeping in "body bags. • 

S54 19 Feb 91. Carol Morello. Philadelphia InqUirer. With Army firefighters 
in northern Saudi Arabia, as seen through the eyes of unit members, 
including a married couple who were located near each other, but may not 
be long because the Wife had to be removed from a combat area. As the 
couple prepare for separation "casual chat" ts abandoned for serious talks 
and "death scenarios" in the event, one is killed. An officer tells of writing a 
letter to his wife. which he matls to h1s father to give her. if he does not 
return borne. He says "My fondest WiSh is that she never gets to read it. I 
want to go back and be able to destroy it." 

('~7 Feb 91. Joseph Galloway, U.S. News and World Report. With the 
~ivlsion. 9lst Chemical Warfare Company. The people who reportedly 

lmow the most about "bugs and gas" are characteriZed as the ones worried 
the least about the agents. They lndlr.ate the U.S. ts prepared for the threat 
but describe it as "a nuisance. something that might slow us down a bit to 
clean up our vehicles. but hardly more than that.· In descrtblng a company's 
capabWties a "secret weapon" is identified-a platoon of siX state-of-the-art, 
German-made. M-93 Fox Amphibious Warfare vehicles. The German 
government is identified as having provided more than 60 of the vehicles to 
coalition forces. Crews for the vehicles say there's only one drawback to the 
FOX-it's totally "alien" and unrecognt.zable among tanks and such. The 
solution-flying of a big skull and crossbones flag from the vehicle. 
VIOLATION: Rule l, identification of specific numerical information on 
on-hand equipment. page 855/1. siX FOX vehicles). 
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destroy the chemical agent (cyanide). 
ZoFeB q I 

llllil da•e llstetJ, Tim Collie. Tampa Tribune. Writer summary: Terrortst 
against Patriot missile systems and other strategic targets are 

expected rtght before G-day or soon afterwards. U.S. military intelligence 
experts believe that Iraqi and Palestlnl.an commandos are already in Hafr Al 
Batn waiting and watching. This story is based largely on one (unidentified) 
source who is a key intelligence aide to military commanders. His views are 
based on intelligence shared among U.S. commanders. The source is further 
identified as being posted with a frontline unit. It ls Indicated that "military 
analysts believe that Iraqi spies are good enough to determine when G-Day 
will occur two or three days beforehand." Additional material is discussed 
about terrorist cells and "current thinking" about their actMty In Saudi 
Arabia. The expertise of "the source" before ODS is identified as being In 
SoViet and Eastern European spy organizations. Iraqi special forces 
commandos are characteriZed as being trained as well as any Warsaw Pact 
force after having been hand-picked from Republican Guard units. 

· VIOLATION: Rule 3. by inference. through listing of specific location, Hafr Al 
Batn, and Patriot Batteries (see summary). 
VIOLATION: Rule 5. proViding information on results of intelligence 
collection activities. 

873 20 Feb 91. Jane DeLynn, Mirabella. A ViSit to the 85th Evacuation 
hospital on an air base 1n Eastern Saudi Arabia lists shortages of equipment 
which are needed such as specific types of sutures. The unit iS now getting 
lots of things they never thought they'd see such as bronchoscope&, 
mono(.tors and updated suction equipment. 

874 20 Feb 9L Jane DeLynn. Mirabella. 85th Evacuation Hospital leads 
the good life with a basketball court. volleyball court. horseshoe pitching · 
are:-.. and a place to show moVies once or twice a week. One member of the 
group sayswi wouldn't have missed this for the world. This is where it's 
happening. We're making history and I am proud as heck to be here.· 

875 20 Feb 91. Jan DeLynn. Mirabella. Only anti-depressants available at 
the 85th Evacuation Hospital are tycyclics such as Elavtl. The genertc form 
of the 70s favorite drug of choice. ·valium, is available. but only for a few days 
supply. The pharmacy stock of medication is fairly typical for a combat 
hospital. Any drug can be ordered from the US but it may take .30 to 45 days 
to reach the hospital. Soldiers with personality diSorder problems such as 
alcoholism are sometimes able to remain 1n theater by attending the AA 
meetings held several times a week on the air base while serVice members 
undergoing maJor depressions are sent back to the U.S. 

876 20 Feb 91. Harvey Dickson. Boston Herald. Patient census of the 85th 
Evacuation Hospital has been reduced 1n part through the cancellation of 
elective surgery In anticipation of receiVIng casualties from ground combat. 
Troops movtng farther north has also contributed to a 50 percent reduction 
in the number of patients Visiting the facility each day. There are 375 
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POOL REPORTS 

~~ 21 Feb 91, Rowan Scarborough, Washington Times. in the Northern 
~an Gulf aboard camer AMERICA. If a ground war begins, A6-E aircraft 

will start .flying dose air support missions for the first time and pilots admit 
"It's going to be dangerous." "It's not one pass, haul ass" says a pUot ''you're 
making multiple runs and when you make multiple passes you get 
predictable." Targets will shift from pre-selected items to roVing quany 
plcked on the spot by Marines, and new threats. in the form of small arrfls 
fire, shoulder-fired missiles and a "terrifying prospect-friendly fire," will 
have to be dealt With. "That's one of a pilot's biggest fears-m.aktng a 
mistake. That's why I'm going to positively know what my target ts. I'm not 
goi.pg to have friendly fire." says one pilot. On working wtth other coalition 
forces a pilot states he hopes the battle won't require him to talk to the 
Saudi's or to the USAF. "I Just v."ant to deal With the Navy and Marines" he 
sa;ys. 
VIOLAnON: Rule 1. liSts specific numerical information on tons of munitions 
aboard (ship's entire stock of 1.200 tons of bombs. missiles and cannon 
shells}. 

SS3 21 Feb 91, Christine Hauser, UPI. on a MEDEVAC flight With the 
1620th Tactical Airlift Wing. A feature type story on a MEDEVAC flight 
Involving two non-emergency patients. With non-combat-related ailments. 
Interviews conducted wtth one of two patients: one won't talk to press. 
Patient tntemewed going to Germany for operation after dislocating his 
shoulder five tunes. three while playing sports, two while working on F-16. 
Various other Interviews With flight crew. nurses and .flight surgeons. 

SS4 21 Feb 91, Paul Majendie, Reuters, on the Saudi Arabia/KuWait border 
with the 1st Armored Dlvtsion. A profile of a combat photographer. who 1s a 
forensic photographer In the U.S. and a Vietnam Vet. Residual bitterness · 
still lingers over Vietl).am for the photographer, who states "I hope we 
achieve something With fh1s one.: On driVIng near the front the 
photographers escort. an Arm.y Spedallst. comments "That's why there have 
been so many acddental deaths with soldiers killed on the highway. 
Everyone thinks they are John Wayne out here.• 

885 20 Feb 91, Laurence Jolidon. USA Today, With Anny Engineers. 
A "how 1t ts to be a soldier" story told 1n a war-game-type dialogue and Via 
short infonnatton bites. "Forget the games that come In boxes and 
magaz!nes. Play the Real Anny Game. It's not much fnn, but 1t could change 
your life" says the writer. The reader 1s then taken through Anny life 1n the 
desert as if someone were explaining the playing of a game for the first time. 
Some examples: "You're In "The Real Army. Pick a rank .... p1ck another one. 
All the officer slots are filled, • or "Your tent should be large enough for five 
people. but not for the 13 other guys who have also left home to join your 
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before the operation began. a shift in wtnd direction cleared smoke from 
burning oll fields In an area and more than 100 artillery pieces were 
spotted. then destroyed by air. 

1044 24 Feb 91, William Dowell, Dean Fisher. Time Magazlne. The 7lst 
TFS was the first fighter group to arrive 1n Saudi Arabia after the crisis 
started. They fly F-15s. which are involved 1n escort duty for other planes. 
Pilots are running into far less anti-aircraft fire than during the first weeks 
of the war. "'11:1ey are running out of ammo and we have taken out a lot of 
their triple-a." Kuwait is the scene of a lot of smoke and individual fires 
from combat. "It's amaz.lng how .much smoke Is up there. It's 40 by 100 
miles long. As Car as you can see. it's black up there. You can see fires 
through the smoke. I don't know if they're ta.n.k$ or vehicles. but there are 
whole bunch of them on fire." "I was th1nk1ng it was about Ume. It was on 
and off. I was almost relieved. H There are so many airplanes over the 
Kuwaiti theater of operations that collisions are a major hazard. "It's a lot of 
airplanes 1n a small area.· 

1045 23 Feb 91, David Evans, Chicago Tribune. A possible Manne 
amphibious assault will be different than In past wars. Instead of using 
old-style landing craft. the Marines will be hitting the beaches in hovercraft. 
Three hovercraft are carried by the Amphibious Transport Ship Gunston 
Hall. The craft has a crew of three and four Jet engines for power. The 
LCAC i5 fast and can move over shallow reefs and sandbars. It can transport 
men and eqUipment over a mile inland. An artillery battery of six hoWitzers 
can be transported to shore In five LCAC trips. The howitzers can be spread 
over a wide firlng area due to a recent development in computeriZed fire 
control, the battery computer system. The Marines landing will also wear 
spedal glasses to protect against laser beams that can blind Instantly. TOW 
missile launchers carried by Marine LAVe require a lot of maintenance and 
have a tendency to short out if exposed to salt water. 

1046 24 Feb 91, Geoff DaVIdian. Houston Chronicle. In December and 
January, 36 million lbs of maU were received by a post office on a base 1n 
eastern Saudi Arabia. "Support from back home 1S one of the triads that bas 
made our operations so successful." About one 1n twenty packages is 
addressed "to any soldier. • • 

~4 Feb 91, Edith Lederer, Associated Press: Joan Lowy. 
~oward News Service: Storer Rowley, Chicago Tribune. Allied tank 

columns .rolled more than 12 miles Into Iraq and tore up five mUes of the 
Kuwaiti desert in just flve minutes in the early hours of the ground war. 
F-16s pounded Iraqi artillery batteries in western Iraq which had been 
flring at the advancing allied force. '"'be lights of Kuwait City are still on. 
Ybu can see occasional Rashes from the ground fire that was going on - and 
it was happening both east and west of us." WAR.NING (GROUND RULE 6): 
The advance across an estimated 30Q-mile front from the Persian Gulf deep 
into Iraq appeared to follow pre-battle scenarios for the air-land campaign 
to breach Saddam Hussein's wall of bunkers 1n Kuwait and flank his army 
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from the west In the Iraqi desert. "They were in groups. I had expected to 
see a continuous line ... but tt wasn't like that at all. You have heard people 
talk about the enormity of this air power... this (air power) pales In 
comparison." Close air support was flown against Iraqi art11lery for Army 
troops advancing 1Q-15 miles Into Iraq from the Saudi border. The Iraqi 
battlefield west of the Saudi-Kuwalti border Is thinly defended by Iraqi 
forces. "I would assume that the main (Iraqi) forces are in Kuwait. I'd say 
they're much heavier in southern Kuwait and further up at the Kuwatti-lraqi 
border, where the Republican Guard Is." Special care was ordered by 
commanders to pilots because many of the US casualties have been caused 
by pilots accidentally bombing their own troops. 'We have to be a lot more 
careful." The Allies were advancing so fast that the Fire Support 
Coordination IJne moved about five miles in five minutes. "Anything going 
north ts a good sign. One alrcrew saw the SCUD launch at 4:30 a.m. 

1048 24 Feb 91, George Rodnque. Dallas Morning News. Pool members 
viSited with several pilots from the 7lst Tactical fighter Squadron, 1st TFW. 
One pilot was surprised the Iraqi atr force didn't help defend against the 
allied ground forces. "A lot of their airfields have been hit pretty hard. We 
still have a lot of airplanes up there. and they have not shown any activity In 
qutte a while. I thought all along that we would have to have a ground war to 
push h1m out." "I think that the ground war Will go quickly." "My brother Is 
a ground spotter with the 82nd Airborne. up at the front. So obviously, I did 
not want him to have to walk across the border. Now that It has started. I 
hope It goes as quickly and Violently as possible." "The air was going so well 
that we were kind of running out of targets." "We have been flying over those 
thing all the tfme and figured he'd light them off when the war started, and 
he did ... and there's a lot more planes In a small aJr space." About the Iraqi 
aJr threat: "We laugh about It," said an F-15 pilot. 'We go up there with 
candy bars and stu! and we will be sitting there eating candy bars over top 
of Baghdad. because It Is pretty much not a threat to us." 

1049 24 Feb 91. Paul Baskin. UPI. InterViews with 71st n-s. 1st TFW 
pUots. "There's a lot of air going in right now, a lot of A-lOs were working 
below us." "We haven't seen anything really in the air for quite some time 
now. They don't want to fly wl:aen we're up there. and they know we're up 
there so they don't go flying." -About the length of the war, "I would think 
two weeks Is my estimation but that's a hopeful estimation and It's coming 
from way down the chain." "There Is some traffic and tt Is headed north (on 
roads)." About the Republican Guards: "I think they're surrounding them 
right now so If they decide to fight it out with them, I tmagtne that will 
probably be some of the toughest fighting." 

1050 24 Feb 91, John King, Associated Press. Marines aboard the USS 
Nassau rushed tank-fighting vehicles and other equipment ashore Sunday to 
help land-based Marines In their attack on Iraqi forces. About a dozen ships 
In the central Gulf steamed north to hook up with the forward elements of a 
Martne amphibious landing force. Marine Harriers shifted from bombing 
runs to close-air support of ground-based allied forces. Some sorties were 
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canceled due to the rain and heavy ~~Jmoke over Kuwait. "I can't say that I 
expect something and I can't say that I don't," said Rear Adm John B. 
LaPlante. the amphibious task force commander. when asked if sea-based 
troops were likely to see combat soon. Mine cleartng operations In the Gulf 
continue and the battleships are ftring their 16-lnch guns at Iraqi targets In 
Kuwait. Whether or not the landing force is sent Into combat. the Admiral 
said its mission was to "fix certain Iraqi diVisions in place so that they are 
unable to move out to the flank of the land based MarineliJ or the flank of the 
Army forces." Naval forces were at full alert for possible chemical missile, 
naval or IUr attack. The step was a routine precaution taken at the 
commencement of ground hostilities. Reports that the amphibious forces 
bad landed on a Kuwaiti .Island were erroneous. 

1051 23 Feb 91, Jim Michaels, Sand Diego Tribune. At dawn Sunday U.S. 
martnes attacked into the teeth of Iraqi defenses tn Kuwait and began 
pushing northward tnto the occupied country, as allied forces began a 
massive ground attack. The Marines attacked with tanks and armored 
vehicles. The main thrust of the attack was made by marines from the 1st 
and 2nd Marine DiVision. Captured Iraqi soldiers have said that Iraqi artlllery 
commanders have been given the go-ahead to use chemical munitions. . 

1052 22 Feb 91, Rowley/Lowy/Lederer. With lightning speed. allied forces 
surged across the Saudi border and raced north toward Kuwait City Sunday · 
nights Iraqi resistance crumbled, fighter ptlots said. Astounded by the 
speed at which allied armor and mecbanlzed units were churning through 
the desert. U.S. pUots spoke of targets and lnlssions being changed at the 
last minute because the front was advancing so quickly. •Some guys had said 
Jfth1s Is your day off. you're going to miss the war," said one fighter ptlot. 
The ground war 1s progreSSing about 10 times better than I would ever 
lma.gtned. • said another pflot. Pilots say the black skies over Kuwait are 
thick as a blanket which forced them to change altitude tQ attack targets. 

1053 24 Feb 91, John King. Associated Press. Naval ships get word that 
the ground war is going well. Aboard the Nassau, the roar of constant AVB 
Harrier jet takeoffs and landing were the only relnlnder of a war a few .mtJes 
away. The Nassau and about 20 other ships in the amphibious force 
remained In the gulf ready to go. Harrier pdots flew both bombing and close 
air support misSions. 

1054 24 Feb 91, Dave Henderson, The Mflwaukee Journal. No casualties 
&om combat acuon had yet an1Ved at the 13th Evacuation hospital. by 5:30 
a.m. Sunday. Rumors that the ground war was imminent ran through the 
hospital compound all day Saturday. Preparations for war began. 

~ K1fner. New York Times. When the lOlst Airborne DMslon rode tnto 
~ the ghost of VIetnam hovered along side heir helicopters. This ls 

chance to put the Vietnam stigma behind me; said a first sergeant.This Is a 
war where. striking wholesome-appearing young men and women treasure 
sands full of ~My soldier." MO Peay III distributes inspirational diagrams to 
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his troops. stressing disdpline. leadership and the unit's rich history and 
llsts of values, including ·ethics. always. ·or course. if 1 did this in Vietnam. 
particularly my second tour, 1 would have been laughed out of town,· said 
Gen Peay. •Jrs always been my fear that the American people wouldn't 
support us: a soldier Said. ·sut the school kids write us and everything.· 
•AJJ the support we're getting, that's one reason morale is so good: said 
one officer. 1st LT Cynthia Dubots W1l1 be flying troops into combat on giant 
Chinook helicopters and evacuating the wounded. 'I know when everybody 
get 1n the cockpit, they're going to have that scared feeling in their gut,· 
she said. ·aut I'm just as quaiUled as anyone else. 
VIOLATION RULE I 1: ·AMONG TiiE 17,000 SOLDIERS IN mE lOlSI' 
AIRBORNE ARE NEARLY 900 WOMEN. • 

1056 John Pomfret. Assocl.ated Press. With the lOlst Airborne DlVision, 
More than 100 attack hellcopters blasted deep Jnto Iraqi territory Sunday to 
cut Saddam's supply lines and head for the Euphrates River. More than 
2,000 men were airlifted scores of mlles into Iraq. Apache assault 
hellcopters led the attack. which was backed up by a strike for French 
forces. The Apaches flew in low, less than 50 feet off the ground, carrying 
hellfire anti-tank missiles. 'Where life was created 1s where ass-loads of 1t is 
fixing to end.· said one soldier. MG Peay ascribed the assault as one of the 
biggest ever launched by the U.S. Army. "We11 be moving in low, hard and 
fast: Peay added. In addition to being one of the largest air assaults in 
history, the invasion Sunday also marked the first Ume women flew 
helicopters on an air assault mission into enemy territory. 

1057 24 Feb 91. Leon Daniel, UPI, The Big Red One unleashed its 
devastating artillery and rocketry on Iraqi forces Saturday. -nere's no 
hiding from ArUllery: said one officer. The 1st DiVision's armor roared 
across the desert and took up positions for an artillery raid using .155mm · 
hoWitzers and mobile launch rocket systems. One art1llery officer was 
gratlfled by the muffied explosions of the rounds impacting impacting across 
the border. -nat's their wakeup call: an officer said. •rt says, Hello, boys. 
are you having fun now?• he added. •Artillery is the k1ng of the battlefield: 
another officer said. "We probably haven't put this much artillery together 
Since World War 11. This· saves A!Jlerican lives: 

1058 23 Feb 91, Christopher Hanson, Hearst Newspaper. A team of 2nd 
Armored cavalry Regiment stands ready near the border, waiting for the 
word to advance. Their job like that of J.E.B Stuart', and George Custer's 
CiY1l War cavalry, was to serve as the eyes and ears of the main attacking 
force. "We try not to get actually engaged, • says one soldier. ·:rve stopped 
being nervous. i want to get in there and get it over With,· says one soldier. 
The units motivation for fighting was not hated of IraqiS. The focus of the 
soldiers anger was on Saddam. Soldiers said repeatedly in interviews that 
Saddam had to be stropped, that if he wasn't stopped now he would have to 
be fought again. One junior officer complained that the unit had not been 
issued enough desert camouflage uniforms and tan desert boots, although he 
had noticed that people in rear area headquarters had plenty of both. 
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hunger. He claimed that the Republican Guard. the elite urut the Iraq! army. 
was now down to one-quarter of its original strength and said most of the 
rest of the army was waiting for a chance to surrender. The prisoner 
claimed that Saddam had sent his son to personally superviSe the plunder of 
Kuwait which included steal1ng all the cars. the gold. and medical supplies 
and equipment. 

1160 26 Feb 91, Carl Nolte. San FranCisco Chronicle. New system to 
replace tanks, other armored vehicles and helos on the battlefield wtth new 
eqUipment that comes complete wtth crews trained as a team. Sending 
replacement weapons and men up to the front is as old as war. but mOVing 
them up as a unit is as new as the Gulf War. It is as different as changing 
ind.Mdual parts as compared to putting in whole component. "We learned 
that people who fl,ght well fight for each other.· said UCol Chuck Cox:. In 
Vietnam replacements were assigned to a tight little unit like a tank crew as 
1f they were spare partS. They came 1n to a situation "where you know no 
one. and no one knew you. It is a scenario light out of an old war moVie·· 
where a new man had to learn on the job, had to learn to fit in because 1f he 
didn't and there was no teamwork or coordination then the group could all 
die. The Wlz Ro changes the old concept. '"We take already trained crews. • 
and make them Into teams. The result: American armor has actually gotten 
stronger In the 8eld. 

1161 24 Feb 91. Jeffrey tnbrich, AP. with the XVIII Airborne Corps in 
Northern Saudi Arabia. A spot story on the Tactical Headquarters for the 
XVIII Airborne Corps. The HQ is described as being "made up of tents and 
vehicles huddled ln a depression on the desert floor. wtth each vehicle 
carefully covered with camouflage netting. • The aura 1n the tent ts 
characterized as "business as usual. wtth little sign of emotion" as the 
go-ahead 18 gtven for the operation to begin. The Corps Ops Officer Is quoted 
as saying "the big key was alloWing the young troopers to get over their 
combat Jitters; and 'Thus far. our technology bas worked. That technology, 
developed to flgbt the Soviets, is paytng dividends.· 

~ 26 Feb 91, John Balzar, Los Angeles Times. wtth the Army's 
~Army Av:latlon Bngade In Northern 5audl Arabia. Observations about the 

stormy weather and its effeCt on ~Y operations. How "Violent wtnds. 
which reached 30 knots, and swirling rains on Tuesday forced suspension of 
a.tr resupply of forward U.S. Army unfts advanCing deep in Iraq." Possible 
VloJatloll: Rule 12. Information on operational or support vulnerab111Ues that 
could be used against U.S. forces. 

1163 26 Feb 91. Kev1n Cooney. Reuters, wtth the Army's 18th AViation 
Brigade on the Northern Saudi Border. Similar to pool report 1162 on same 
subject, same urut. slmllar quotes. One quote "At the base camp or the 18th 
fruStrated pilots and crews worked by their useless Chinooks securing them 
against the gusting wind." 

1164 25 Feb 91, John Balzar. Los Angeles Times. wtth the 18th Army 
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daylight, most of the forces inside of Kuwait would have given up.· Senior 
Marine commanders made repeated appeals to headquarters command 
posts tonight for assistance in handling the thousands of Iraqi troops that 
had been surrendering throughout the day. 

1075 25 Feb 91. Jeff Franks of Reuters and Denis D. Gray ofAP. U.S. 
Marines surged into Kuwait Sunday, punching through mine-sown defensive 
barriers and devastating a division of Iraqi troops but suffering only one 
killed and eight wounded. The low casua!Ues were attributed to a 
combination of superb U. S. equipment and tralnlng and poor Iraqi morale. 
Forward elements of the division tricluding tanks and artillery batteries were 
already near Kuwait CUy. 

1076 25 Feb 91. Paul Majendie. U.S. tanks roared across the Saudi border 
into Iraq tOday heading straight for a clash with the elite Republican Guard. 
In the biggest mass movement of U.S. troops since World War Two. tens of 
thousands of soldiers swept across the desert for what milltary commanders 
believe could be a week of bloody clashes in Iraqi territory. In a flank assault 
aimed at reaching the cream of Iraq's army, they launched a blitzkrieg-style 
attack, eager not to get bogged down in minor skirmishes with the first 
small pockets. It could be the biggest tank battle the world h as seen for 
half a century with General Ronal Gtlfflth. commander of the 1st Armored 
Div. that fought Erwin Rommel's famed Afrtka Korps in World War Two, 
fnmmtng up what is needed most now: "Armored warfare is as much about 
mobility as fighting." 

~Feb 91. Joseph Albright. Cox Newspapers. A fast column of 
~~ and French soldiers drove northeastward Sunday threatening to 

cut Saddam Hussein's military off from the northern two thirds of Iraq. 
American and French forces drove their trucks, guns and llght tanks across 
the rock strewn desert nearly two hundred m1les away from the main Iraqi 
troop concentrations In and near Kuwait. It was classic flanking maneuver of 
the kind military historians have been studying. "We moved a whole corps of 
over 100,000 people over 300 miles, mosUy along one road. the TapUne 
Road, and we did that in sixteen day, with all the combat service support, all 
the logtsties, all the ammunition. He attributed the success of the westward 
shift before the Invasion to the efilciency with wbtch the allied atr forces 
have kept the Iraqi air force from st.r1klng lllto Saudi Arabia. From the point 
of attack the Americans and French would have to cover about 150 miles of 
hard packed desert before reaching the Euphrates River. The ancient 
lifeline that forms the storied fertile crescent as it flows south out of Syna to 
join the T1gr1s River. The allles penetrated the Iraqi fronUer many miles 
due south of Baghdad. By str1klng close to 5addam's capital, Gen. 
Schwarzkopf forced the Iraqi command to make an emergency calculation 
whether the Americans might have in mind capturing the capital or whether 
they llltend to veer east and south With a View of encircling the half million 
Iraqi troops in and around Kuwatt. 
VIOLATION: Rule 6 spec:!fic lnformauon on friendly force troop movements. 
tactical deployments and dispositions that would jeopardiZe security or lives. 
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the minefield in southern Kuwait safely. Iraq planned to bog them down in the 
minefield and then cut them to shreds with artillery. The plan failed. 

1(93 24 Feb 91, Phil Davison, the Independent on Sunday, with the U.S. 
Marines. The Marines were dug in deep inside Kuwait tonight (Sunday) and 
poised to go farther, after punching through Iraqi defenses to create an 
impressive -tlreachhead" in the occupied Gyulf nation. It left the Americans in 
control of a large area not just near the border but well into the emirate. I saw at 
least 600 Iraqis rounded up as the Marines neared their objective, which I cannot 
name. On both sides of our track on the way in, Marines were crawling or 
sneaking up to foxholes looking for lnqis then tossing in grenades to blow up any 
mines or booby traps. 

1099 25 Feb 91 Colin Nickerson, Boston Globe; Susan Sachs, Newsday; Jeff 
Franks, Reuters; Dennis D. Gray, AP with the 2nd Marine Div. Talks of the first 

· days of fighting and advancing into Kuwait and then in holding positions 
overnight. Small pockets of Iraqi resistance but binest headache seemed to Iraqi 
troops surrendering in such large numbers that they are a loiistics 'problem. 
Among the prisoners-two colonels and a general of front line divisions. 
According to C~l. Jan Huly, they are either surrendering outright or offering 
token resistance, then surrendering ... not even retreating. Gen. Boomer cautions 
that armor ahead still offers "siplificant threat" but predicted a war of days, not 
weeks. 

1lOO Steve Vogel, Times Journal 25 Feb. Notes from interviews with A-10 
pilots fiying CAS. They saw "columns and columns ... as far as I could see" 
describing allied forces on the move. Said the "bad guys" aren't moving but there 
were many burned out or abandoned Iraqi vehicles. F-16 pilots said visibility was 
terrible and one said he didn't drop any of his weapons on his last two missions. 

llDl Phil Davison, The Independent 25 Feb. Covers 2nd MARDIV moving 
on its second objective on Monday. Talks of "piecemeal" attempts at 
counter-attacks by Iraqis and overnight, continuous machine gun and artillery 
fire by Marines. Describes Marine's capture, virtually with no resistance, of and 
Iraqi divisional field HQ, including a command and control -center and living 
quarters. "There was not" a aingle,.sign oflife," he &aid. 

r,~ Ray Wilkiuson, Newsweek Map.zine 24 Feb. Dawn assault by 
~e armor "blitzkreig" into Kuwait, virtually unopposed. Reports near 

disaster when spearheading M-60 tanks laid down a broadside which nearly fell 
on a Marine fiank guard. Fire ceased immediately with no casualties. Describes 
use of min~earing land charges then men and equipment pouring through the 
breech. Then, "Iraqis appeared from all points of the compass ... many were 
IJD'liling." There was fear of chemical attack and chem gear was being worn. He 
counted "more than a dozen" Iraqi tanks still smoldering in their eutrenched 
positions, unable to escape the "remarkably accurate" allied fire. Describes 
dozens of fires seen burning in the distance in the Burkan oilfield. VIOLATION: 
H~ pla~~.llis unit, task force Ripper, at or near the Burkan oilfield. 
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Statement of Pete Williams 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs 
before the Comminee on Governmental Affairs 

United States Senate 
February 20, 1991 

Some of the most enduring news reports during World Wax II came from Edwaxd R. 
Murrow, who stood on a London rooftop and reponed the German bombing raids. Fifty 
years later, Americans watched reponers on the rooftops of hotels in Riyadh and Dhahran -
and their colleagues with gas masks on in Tel Aviv- describing incoming Scud missile anacks 
from Iraq. 

It was the writer Henry Tomlinson who said, "The wax the generals always get ready 
for is the previous one." The same might be said of journalists: the coverage arrangements 
for military operations in the Persian Gulf are frequently compaxed to what's remembered 
from Viemam, Korea, or World Wax II. 

But Edwaxd R. Murrow's proposal to talk without a script so concerned the military 
that he had to record a series of trial runs on phonograph discs. He submitted them for 
approval, but they were lost. So he had to record six more before he persuaded the 
authorities that he could speak off the cuff without violating the censorship rules. Today, 
Anhur Kent, Sam Donaldson, Eric Engberg, and Chaxles Iaco can describe what they see -- and 
show it on television -- with no military censorship of any kind And there are two other 
notable differences: they are live, and, at least in the case of CNN, their repons can be seen 
by the commanders of enemy forces just as easily as they can be seen by American viewers at 
home in their living rooms. 

Operation De sen Storm isn't taking place in the jungles of Vietnam, or the hills of 
Korea, or across the continents and oceans of World Wax II. The campaign on the Arabian 
Peninsula has been designed to get a specific and unique job done. The press axrangements are 
also suited to the peculiax conditions there. But our goal is the same as those of our 
predecessors -- to get as much information as possible to the American people about their 
military without jeopaxdizing the lives of the troops or the success of the operation. 

Origin of the Persian Gulf press axrangements 

Saddam Hussein stunned the world when his troops rolled across the nonhern border of 
Kuwait last August 2nd Within five hours, his axmy had taken Kuwait City. And from that 
day forwaxd, the number of Iraqi troops in occupied Kuwait continued to grow and to move 
south, stopping only at Kuwait's southern border with Saudi Arabia. 

That weekend, August 5th, President Bush sent Secretary Cheney to Saudi Arabia for 
discu,Wons with King Fahd on how best to defend Saudi Arabia and the stability of the Persian 
Gulf. As history now Irnows, the first US forces began to airive a few days after their 



meeting, joining US Navy ships already in the region. On Wednesday, as the first US Air Force 
F-15's landed on sovereign Saudi territory, there were no western reporters in the Kingdom. 
We urged the Saudi government to begin granting visas to US news organizations, so that 
reporters could cover the arrival of the US military. 

On Friday of that week, Secretary Cheney again called Prince Bandar, the Saudi 
Ambassador to the United States, to inquire about the progress for issuing visas. ·Prince 
Bandar said the Saudis were studying the question but agreed in the meantimeto accept a pool 
of US reponers if the US military could get them in. So we activated the DOD National 
Media Pool, a structure that had been in use since 1985. · 

The National Media Pool 

The pool was set up after the 1983 US military operation in Grenada. While Grenada 
was a military success, it was a journalistic disaster, because reporters were kept off the island 
until the fighting was over. So a retired army major general, Winant Sidle, from whom this 
committee will hear later today, was asked to head up a panel of military officers and 
journalists to work out a plan for news coverage of future military operations. The result of 
their work was the Department of Defense National Media Pool, a rotating list of correspon
dents, photographers, and technicians who could be called up on shan notice to cover the 
early stages of military missions. 

It was this pool that covered the US Navy's escon of oil tankers in the Persian Gulf in 
1987. Its first big test in ground combat came in December of 1989, during Operation Just 
Cause in Panama. Just Cause was a mixed success for the pool. It arrived within four hours 
of when the shooting started, but it took too long to get reponers to the scene of the 
action. I think we learned some irnponant lessons from what happened in Panama, and we've 
applied them to what's going on in the Gulf. 

The true purpose of the National Media Pool is to enable reponers to cover the earliest 
possible action of a US military operation in a remote area where there is no other presence 
of the American press, while still protecting the element of surprise -- an essential pan of 
what military people call operational security. Of course, Operation Desen Shield was no 
secret. The President made a public announcement that he was ordering US forces to the Gulf. 
But because there were no western reporters in Saudi Arabia, we flew in the DOD media pool. 

First reponers came on the DOD pool 

We moved quickly, once we received permission from the Saudi government on Friday, 
August 1Oth. We notified the news organizations in the pool rotation that Friday night. 
They brought in their passpons Saturday morning, and I took them to the Saudi embassy 
myself that afternoon, where the appropriate staff had been brought in to issue the necessary 
visas. One reponer had run out of pages in his passpon, so we carried it across town so that 
the State Department could add some more. 
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The pool left Andrews Air Force base early Sunday morning, August 12th, stopping off 
to see the US Central Command operation in Tampa, Florida. The reponers interviewed 
General Schwarz:.kopf, who had not yet moved his headquarters to Riyadh. So the press pool 
got to Saudi Arabia before the commander of the operation had even set up shop there. The 
reponers arrived Monday afternoon, August 13th, and continued to act as a pool until 
August 26th. After the pool began filing its repons, the Saudis started to issue Visas to 
other reponers. But the news organizations in the Pentagon pool asked that we keep it going 
until the visa picture cleared up. 

Jay Petenell was Time Magazine's representative on the pool. Afterward, he wrote this: 
"The Pentagon people worked hard to keep the press in the country." And he offered this 
assessment: 

"The pool did give US journalists a way of getting into Saudi Arabia 
and seeing at least pan of what was going on at a time when there was no 
other way of doing either of those things. Also, in the first two weeks 
after the wave of TV, newspaper, and magazine correspondents flooded 
into the country, they did not produce any story that was essentially 
different from what we in the pool had flied." 

Staning -with those initial 17- representing AP, UPI, Reuters, CNN, National Public 
Radio, Time, Scripps-Howard, the Los Angeles Times, and the Milwaukee Journal --the 
number of reponers, editors, photographers, producers, and technicians grew to nearly 800 
by December. Except during the first two weeks of the pool, those reponers all filed their 
stories independently, directly to their own news organizations. They visited ships at sea, air 
bases, Marines up nonh, and soldiers training in the desen. They went aboard AWACS radar 
warning planes. They quoted generals who said their forces were ready and privates who said 
they were not. They wrote about helicopter pilots crashing into the sand, because they 
couldn't judge distances in the flat desen light. And reporters described the remarkable speed 
with which the US military moved so many men and women to the Gulf with so much of their 
equipmenL 

Planning for combat coverage 

The mission given US forces in Operation Desen Shield was to deter further aggression 
from Iraq and to defend Saudi Arabia if deterrence failed. After the President in mid 
November announced a further buildup in US forces, to give the coalition a ttue offensive 
option, my office began working on a plan that would allow reponers to cover combat while 
maintaining the operational security necessary to assure tactical surprise and save American 
lives. 

One of the first concerns of news organizations in the Pentagon press corps was that 
they did not have enough staff in the Persian Gulf to cover hostilities. Since they did not 
!mow how the Saudi government would respond to their request for more visas, and since 
they couldn't predict what might restrictions might be imposed on commercial air traffic in 
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the event of a war, they asked us whether we'd be willing to use a military plane to take in a 
group of reporters to act as journalistic reinforcements. We agreed to do so. 

A US Air Force C-141 cargo plane left Andrews Air Force base on January 17th, the 
morning after the bombing began, with 127 news media personnel on board. That plane left 
at the onset of hostilities, during the most intensive airlift since the Berlin blockade. The fact 
that senior military commanders dedicated one of their cargo airplanes to the job of 
uansporting another 127 journalists to Saudi Arabia demonstrated the military's commitment 
to take reponers to the scene of the action so they could get the story out to the American 
people. 

The plan for combat coverage was not drawn up in a vacuum. We worked closely with 
·the military and with the news media to develop a plan that would meet the needs of both. 
We had several meetings at the Pentagon with the bureau chiefs of the Pentagon press corps. 
We talked with the reporters who cover the military regularly. And we consulted with some 
of the people you'll hear from later today ··General Sidle and Mr. Hoffman •• and several of 
my predecessors in the public affairs office at the Pentagon. Because an irnponant pan of our 
planning was working with the news media. our drafts and proposals frequently became public. 
We did our planning in Macy's window, which meant that our false stans and stumbles were in 
full view. 

Safeguarding military security 

The main concern of the military is that information not be published which would 
jeopardize a military operation or endanger the lives of the troops who must carry it out. 
The preamble to the rules forreponers covering World War U summarized the issue by saying 
that editors, in wondering what can be published, should ask themselves, "Is this information 1 
would like to have if 1 were the enemy?" 

In formulating the ground rules and guidelines for covering Operation De sen Storm, we 
looked at the rules developed in 1942 for World War U, at those handed down by General 
Eisenhower's chief of staff for the reporters who covered the D-Day landings, and at the 
gmund rules established by General MacArthur for covering the Korean war. We carefully 
studied the rules drawn up for covering the war in Viemam. 

The rules are not intended to prevent journalists from reponing on incidents that 
might embarrass the military or to make military operations look sanitized. Instead, they are 
intended to prevent publication of details that could jeopardize a military operation or 
endanger the lives of US troops. 

Some of the things that must not be reponed are: 

• Details of future operations, 

• Specific information about troop strengths or locations, 
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While a specific operation is underway, the details of troop movements or tactics, 

Specific infonnation on missing or downed airplanes or ships while search and rescue 
operations are underway, and 

Information 011 operational weaknesses that could be used against US forces . 

American reponers understand the reasoning behind these ground rules. They are 
patriotic citizens, and they don't want anything they write to endanger lives. The ground 
rules are the least controversial aspect of the coverage plan for the war in the Persian Gulf. 
Mr. Chairman, I'd like to ask that a copy of the ground rules and the guidelines be inserted at 
this point in the record. · 

The groundrule appeal process 

The reporters covering World War II wrote their stories and submitted them to a 
military censor. The censors cut out anything they felt broke the rules and sent the stories 
on. The decisions of the censors were final. There is no such system of censorship in 
Operation Desen Storm. There is, instead, a procedure that allows us to appeal to news 
organizations - before the harm is done -- when we think material in their stories would 
violate the ground rules. And the final decisions belong to journalists. 

Stories written by reporters who are out with troops in the field are reviewed by 
military public affairs officers to ensure troop safety and operational security, then sent on 
to the press center in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia for release. H, after talking things over with the 
reponer, the field public affairs officer believes infonnation in a story violates the ground 
rules, public affairs officers at the press center review it before release. If they, too, believe 
the story would break the ground rules, they appeal it to us at the Pentagon for our opinion. 

If we, too, think there's a problem, we call bureau chiefs or editors stateside and discuss 
the story with them. We understand that news must move quickly, and we act as fast as we 
can. Our appeal process is intended only to allow us to disam potential ground rule 
violations with editors and bureau chiefs and to remind them of the need to protect sensitive 
infonnation. But unlike a system of censorship, the system now in place leaves the final 
decision to publish or broadcast in the hands of journalists, not the military. 

Since Operation Desen Stann began on January 16th, over 820 print pool reports have 
been written. Of those, only five have been submitted for our review in Washington. We 
quickly cleared four of them. The fifth appeal came to us over the weekend, involving a story 
that dealt in considerable detail with the methods of intelligence operations in the field. We 
called the reporter's editor-in-chief, and he agreed that the story should be changed to protect 
sensitive intelligence procedures. This aspect of the coverage plan is also working well. 
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Only the pool stories, from reponers in the field, are subject to this review, not live 
television and radio repons or the thousands of other stories written in Dhahran and Riyadh, 
based on pool repons, original reponing, and the military briefmgs. 

Getting access to the troops 

As the number of troops in the desen grew, so did the number of reponers to cover 
them. The US and international press corps went from zero on August 2nd, to 17 on the 
first pool, rising to 800 by December. Most of those reponers, the good ones anyway, 
want to be out where the action is, just as they've done in previous conflicts. But with 
hundreds of fiercely independent reporters seeking to join up with combat units, we concluded 
that when the combat staned, we'd have to rely on pools. 

Before the air phase of the operation began a month ago, news organizations were 
afraid that we wouldn't get the job done. They reminded us of their experience in Panama. 
But as viewers, readers, and listeners know, we had the pools in place before the operation 
staned. Reponers were on an aircraft carrier in the Red Sea to witness the launching of air 
strikes, onboard a battleship in the Persian Gulf that f1red the first cruise missiles ever used in 
combat, on the air force bases where the fighter planes and bombers were taking off around 
the clock, and with several ground units in the desen. 

Carl Rochelle of CNN was asked on the air if he felt he had been allowed access to 
everything he wanted on board the ships, and he said, "I must tell you I am more satisfied with 
the pool shoot I just came off than any of the others I've been on." Four days into the air 
campaign, Molly Moore of the Washington Post said, "It's gone a lot smoother than any of 
us thought." 

Those fust days were not without problems. We know of cases where stories were 
approved in the field only to be delayed for over a day on their trip back to the press center 
in Dhahran. The flTSt stories written about the stealth fighters were, for some reason, sent 
all the way back to the F-117's home base in Nevada to be cleared. I'm sure some of the 
reponers you'll hear from later today will have examples of their own. 

The biggest complaint from journalists right now is that more of them want to get out 
into the field. They are worried about how much access they'll have to the Army and the 
Marines in the event the President decides to proceed with the next phase of the campaign, 
intensifying action on the ground. And here's where the contrasts with World War ll and 
Vietnam are especially strong. · 

Access to the ground troops 

. Unlike. World War ll, this will not be an operation in which reporters can ride around in 
jeeps going from one pan of the front to another, or like Vietnam where reponers could hop 
a helicopter to specific points of action. If a ground war begins on the Arabian Peninsula, the 
battlefield will be chaotic and the action will be violent This will be modem, intense warfare. 
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Reponers at the front will have to be in armored vehicles or on helicopters. They'll have to 
carry their own gas masks and chemical protective suits along with all their other gear. Those 
with front line troops will be pan of a highly mobile operation. It will be deadly serious 
business, and our front line units simply will not have the capacity to accommodate large 
numbers of reponers. 

To cover the conflict, reponers will have to be pan of a unit, able to move with it. 
Each commander has an assigned number of vehicles with only so many seats. While he can 
take care of the reporters he knows are coming, he cannot keep absorbing those who arrive 
on their own, unexpectedly, in their own rented four wheel drives. The pool system allows us 
to tell the divisional commanders how many reporters they'll be responsible for. And the 
reponers in these pools are allowed to stay with the military units they're covering, learning 
as much as they can about the unit's plans and tactics. 

Our latest count shows that over 1400 reponers, editors, producers, photographers, 
and technicians are now registered with the joint infonnation bureaus in Dhahran and Riyadh, 
representing the US and the international press. Not all of them want to go to the front. 
But more want to go than we can possibly accommodate. That's why we've had to rely on 
pools of reponers -- rotating groups whose stories and pictures are available to all. 

Of course, the ground war hasn't staned yet. US military units are re-positioning, 
some of them moving nearly every day. And if the ground war does stan, it won't be like 
Viemam, with minor skirmishes here and there and a major offensive every now and then. It 
will be a set piece operation, as carefully orchestrated as possible. In this sense, it will be like 
D-Day. It's useful to remember that 461 reponers were signed up at the Supreme Headquar
ters, Allied Expeditionary Force to cover D-Day. Of that number, only 27 US reponers 
actually went ashore with the flrst wave of forces. 

So the situation on the ground in the Arabian Peninsula is a little like the picture before 
D-Day, with reponers waiting for the action to stan. Even so, when Desen Stonn began, 
43 reporters were already out with ground units, and the number has been growing. By the 
end of this week, 100 reponers will be with Anny units, 33 with the Marines on land, and 18 
more will be out with the Marines on amphibious ships. That's in addition to the 19 covering 
the Navy on ships at sea, the 14 who have been roving around to air bases, covering the Air 
Force pan of the campaign, and eight more covering the medical pan of the story. So that's 
a total of 192 reponers who will be out with combat forces by the end of the week. 

Pools are a compromise 

The news business is an intensely competitive one. Journalists are accustomed to 
working on their own. The best are especially independenL In the setup imposed now in the 
Persian Gulf, each correspondent files a story that becomes available to everyone else. Pools 
rub reponers the wrong way, but there is simply no way for us to open up a rapidly moving 
fron~ reponers who roam the battlefield. We believe the pool system does three things: 
it gets reponers out to see the action, it guarantees that Americans at home get repons from 

- 7 -



•. 

' 
the scene of the action, and it allows the military to accommodate a reasonable number of 
journalists without overwhelming the units that are fighting the enemy. 

The system we have now in Operation Desert Storm - with two briefings a day in 
Riyadh and one in the Pentagon, pools of reporters out with the troops, a set of clear ground 
rules, and a procedure of ground rule appeal - is intended to permit the most open possible 
coverage of a new kind of warfare. When it's all over, we very much want to sit down with 
representatives of the military and the news media to see how well it worked and how it 
might be improved. 

I cannot deny that there have been problems. I know reporters are, frustrated that they 
can't all get out to see the troops. But I believe the system we have now is fair, that it gets 
a reasonable number of journalists out to see the action, and that the American people will get 
the accounting they deserve of what their husbands and wives, and sons and daughters, are 
doing under anns half a world away. 

When reporters arrived at General Eisenhower's headquarters in 1944, they were handed 
a book called Regulations for War Corresnon4ents. In the foreword, he spelled out in three 
sentences the logic for the kind of system I've described to you tOday. Here's what he said to 
those journalists: "The f1rst essential in military operations is that no information of value 
should be given to the enemy. The first essential in newspaper work and broadcasting is 
wide-open publicity. It is your job and mine to try to reconcile these sometimes diverse 
considerations." 

-end-
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Mr. Pete Williams, ASD (Public Affairs) 
Before Senate Committee on Governmental Affairs 
Wednesday, February 20, 1991 

Senator Glenn: The controversy surrounding the Pentagon rules on press 
coverage of the conflict in the Persian Gulf involves two of the cornerstones ·- ·-
democracy. First, the fundamental right of the public to know what our gcver~.::-.e~.: :; 
doing; and two, our government's ability to defend our interests at-home and at::ad. 
While our nation could not survive without either principle, the present con::::: 
reminds us that there also can be tensions between them. On behalf of the p"t:::'; 
right to know, journalists strive to report on the details of military opera:i:~s. 
For the sake of troop safety and security, on the other hand, of tactical inf::::-.a
tion, military commanders strive to control the flow of information out of :~e 
theater. Part of it may be in timing -- when do we know what, report only af:e: 
operations are complete, or is there a need to know ahead of time. TV, of c::.::se, 
wants immediacy. They already have a tremendous, tremendous interest generated :~ 
things going on over in the Gulf right now, just because of the very fact t!':at ·•e 
have seen live on television, war being conducted from time to time -- live, rea: 
time. Tomahawk missiles going past the hotel and things like that. 

All this is taking place halfway around the world in a country with ~=~/ 
customs different from our own, and at a time when the military is prepari~; ::: _ 
ground war -- the likes of which our country has really not seen since World ;·::.: 
I know many of us in this room have experienced war up close and personal, fi:s: 
hand. That experience, in my own case, has given me a particular sensitivity :: :~e 
security concerns-of our military commanders. However, maybe just as war is ::: 
important to leave entirely to the generals, as someone said in days past; :e~::::~; 
it may be too important to leave entirely to just the Pentagon public affairs ~e:":e 
also. So we're glad today, to be able to hear from both sides. 

I believe a free press serves an important function in war time. An i~de~e~
dent press ensure the public has the information it needs to exercise its ri;~: :~ 
its citizens. This is yet another irony, for while war reporting might lead t: 
opposition to government policy, no administration can build and maintain publi: 
support for a war or anything else, without a free press. The public will neve: ~.a·;e 
confidence in the government unless it believes it is getting the truth. 

Out of all this back and forth, we come down to a simple question. How c: ·•e 
ensure a balance between the two interests -- between the public's right to k:-.:·• =~d 
the military's need for security? Keep one thing in mind, the sides in this det:.:e 
are not worlds apart. Just as journalists admit that there is a need for rest::.:~.:, 
military commanders acknowledge the need for media access. Out of this mutual 
awareness has come the process by which the military has attempted to meet med:a 
concerns and arrive at a mutually acceptable set of procedures to quide press 
coverage of the Persian Gulf conflict. 

While the results certainly do not please everyone, we would be wrong r.:: 
acknowledge both the effort and the progress that has been made. We can and s·.:~::: 
question how well things are working and how might matters be improved. For ::-:;:-: :-=. 
there are many complaints now about the pool system and the extent to whic~ es::::; 



have become minders, cutting off interviews in mid-sentence, in addition to ~=~.:·c::
ing after-the-fact security review. If this hearing can be a forum to exar:;:~.: ---·· 
issues and perr.aps provide an opening for review and refinement, we will t:a·:e 
perfor::-ed a valuable function. 

Of course, there is not much time for such reflection. The conflict r:.ay •-··· 
enter a new phase. Once the ground war has begun, procedures tested durin; t~e 
introductory air war phase will be put to the real test. So I hope that tcday's 
hearing can help prepare us for that test. 

With that, let me turn the gavel over to Senator Cole. 

Senator Cole: Thank you very much, Senator Glenn. 

Over the past few weeks there has been a good deal of discussion abcu: :~.: ~=-i 
the war in the Gulf is being covered. That is far from unique. One of the :::::
tional tensions of American life is the ongoing debate about how to balance :~~ 
desire cf a free press for information with the need of a government to prcte:: 
security and promote policy. 

As we begin this hearing, I want to make my own view about the current s:a:e -
that balance clear. I believe that the Pentagon is doing an honest, an honora:::. 
and effective job of making sure that the American people have the information :~:y 
need to make an informed judgment about the conduct and status of the war. In ~;c:, 
I can personally assure you that the American people are getting more infor::-.at:::: 
through the press than members of Congress do in classified security briefi::;s. 
Indeed, many of my own constituents tell me that they are staggered by the a::-:~~.: =-~.:. 
quality of the information they got and are getting through the news media. 

My own perception is that the Pentagon is not lying to the press or to t~e 
people, nor is it withholding critical information. At the same time, I do :::: 
believe that the Pentagon is perfect. For example, I agree with those who ar;~e :~.:: 
the Pentagon press pools ought to be more active, and I agree that the pract:ce :~ 
having all reporters constantly supervised by escort officers ought to end. =~: 
those criticisms do not support sweeping conclusions about censorship or dictators~:? 
or state control of the media. · 

The fact that the Pentagon is doing a good job does not imply at all tha: :~e 
press is doing a bad job, or that their complaints have no merit. I have he arc s:::-.e 
people say that the press should only report good news about the war, and refuse, for 
example, to investigate the competing claims about whether coalition forces des:::y::! 
a command and control or an air raid shelter in Baghdad. I do not agree with s~ch 
suggestions. The press is not a tool of the government. It is an independent 
operation which, at its best, allows us to confirm or correct official pronounce::-::::s 
by reporting the truth as best it can. But truth is a complex concept, and so are 
the roles and rights of the government and the press. 

As we conduct these hearings, I would ask everyone to keep in mind a cor:.-:-.e::: 
made to my staff by a former Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs, ::::: 
Friedheim. Mr. Friedheim wrote us that, "One difference between our country a~d 
virtually every other in the world is that even in wartime, information flows ln 
America. Ideas compete, and we know what the military men and women who work f:: ·,s 
are both doing and not doing. The constitutions institutions of the govemr:.e::: -
the press and the military -- want it that way, and work to assure it. So t~e 
institutions all want the same result, and the contentions over how to achie·:e :~.:: 



result in specific circumstances are the proper, predictable, give and ta~a ·' 
constitutional adversaries, not of antagonists." 

It is in that spirit that I hope these hearings will be conducted. r·~ 
delighted to recognize my colleagues for any statements they may wish to r..ake. 

Senator Roth: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I congratulate you for holci::; :~.eo: 
hearings. I can say that judging from the letters and comments I have heard ! ::::: :-::: 
people in the state of Delaware, this is a su.bject of great interest, and in r:::::y • 
instances, of concern. 

From the moment this war began, it has been distinguished from others t:!::: 
. it. The same technology that has brought us the Patriot anti-missile misslla a::~ :~= 

Stealth fighter, has brought the media satellite technology. We now can see :t: ~== 
as it happens in each of our living rooms. This ability has created its own t:::~es. 
which r like to call the war of the air waves. The ammunition used by both s~c:; ~• 
instantaneous transmission. The inadvertent warriors are the press, and the ·::::::-:.,;, 
all too often, are accuracy and objectivity. We're quickly learning that i:: a •:: 
like this, of words and satellites, between democracies and a dictatorship, ::: :::::: 
the dictator will have the propaganda advantage. 

w~1le freedom of the press is an explicit right guaranteed by the u.s. C:::s::
tution, many Americans are asking how free. I'm sure our panelists here tocay a:e 
aware of the genuine fear by many Americans that [beset) them by what they c~~s~~e: 
excessive reporting of the details of the war. In short, the same reporti~; ~~::~ 
kept Americans on the edge of their seats the night the war began, is now ~el~; 
criticized as excessive and possibly dangerous for our troops. I believe tts:e's ~ 
general fear by ll'.any Americans that the media suffers from what I call "get i:. :~. :~e 
air-itis.• We're concerned that in the push to relay news almost instantanec:.:s:;. 
the media might, at best, overstep the boundaries of accuracy and jeopardize t~e 
safety of our fighting troops. 

The nature of the press in America is competitive. Each reporter war.:s t= ;:: 
the story first. A case in point was the announcement last Friday by the Iraqi 
Revolution Command Council that a withdrawal of Iraqi forces was proposed. Wit~:~ 
minutes, media commentators and their analysts were quickly on the air speculat:~; on 
the steps which would be taken in the withdrawal, the afte~th of withdrawal, a~= 
the reconstruction. Unfortunately, as the announcement by the Council was tr3r.sla:e: 
and reviewed more carefully, it became clear that it was a fraud, that the Ira;is' 
demands were unreasonable and unacceptable. OUr hopes were dashed. The fa!l'.ll:es :: 
our soldiers in the Gulf are under tremendous emotional stress every day. !t's 
hurtful to su.bject them to what a.t!\Ounts to an emotional roller coaster prompted :y 
faulty or hastily-fed reports. 

Another concern is the use of the media as a vehicle for propaganda to te~e!i: 
Hussein. The overwhelming !Dedi a presence, its live capabilities and its co:::pet::: ·:e 
nature give Saddam Hussein an opportunity for victory in a second war -- the 
propaganda war. Make no mistake about it, Saddam Hussein would not have invlte: 
Western journalists to stay in Baghdad unless he felt it could aid his cause. 

Mr. Chairman, I have an extended statement. I don't want to take so r.::.:c~ :::c.e 
as to read it in its entirety, but just let me say in concluding that obvious~y. :~.e 
pu.blic's right to news and information, while protecting military strategies. :c~ 
lives of our fighting soldiers --men and women, is indeed, a very delicate t;::c:~. 
Like many Americans, I share the concern that the safety of our men and wowe~. :c. ·.-~ 



Gulf r.ot be compromised in any way by press reports. However, at this t1:::e : ::::~~·.·~ 
our milltary leadership is try1ng to do its best to provide the news meda ·•::~. 
access to information without betraying any information which might be usef:.:l .. :~.= 
enemy. 

I realize many members of our media may disagree with this, and that is, ·· 
course, what brings us to this hearing today. 

Senator Lieberman: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I want to join in thanki~; ;·::: 
for the work that you've done in organizing and convening this hearing today t: 
examine the rules governing media access and coalition military operations 1~. :~.2 
Gulf War. 

I think it's important to say that it's typical of our democracy that ~e :;" 
engage in this kind of vigorous public debate about the level of restrict1o~s :~ 
media coverage of war, even while the war is being waged. As we discuss whet;.~= :~= 
restrictions placed on the media by the allied forces are too strict, I thi~~ ::'s 
worth bearing in mind that however onerous the restrictions may be for Amer1ca~ 
journalists, they pale in comparison to the restrictions that Saddam Hussein ~:;:•s 
on the media in Iraq. I know that's an obvious statement, but sometimes it's 
important to state and appreciate the obvious. 

No journalists were sent in with Iraqi troops when they went into Kuwait, a~i 
as far as I know, none are there now. Journalists are shown what Iraq clai~s :s 
damage to civilian homes and businesses in Iraq, but they're not shown the r.~::;:~:::~z 
damage that Iraq did to Kuwait. We see Iraqi babies being pulled from the w:e:~=;e 
of a military target in Baghdad, but we never saw Kuwaiti babies being tossed c~: ,, 
incubators in Kuwait. 

As difficult as putting a balanced and complete story together may be ::~ 
journalists in Washington and Riyadh, putting a complete and balanced story :: ~~= 
in Baghdad is virtually impossible. A journalist who breaks the rules in Sa"::: 
Arabia could have his or her credentials pulled. But a journalist who breaks :~e 
rules in Iraq could be killed -- as happened to the British journalist a sho:t t::::e 
ago. 

These contrasts, of course, just highlight the cli!!erence between Saddam's 
dictatorship and our democracy. While reporters covering the Pentagon or Congress, 
for that matter, don't always believe what they hear with their own eyes; in !:aq, 
they can't always believe what they see with their own eyes. A mosque that's 
reported to be knocked clown by allied bombers, really hit bY Iraqi personnel 
themselves; a weeping Iraqi woman decrying her country's fate on television sc:ee~s 
around the world, turns out to be a multi-lingual Iraqi official posing as a 
civilian. A journalist trying to make sense of Baghdad in wartime is like Alice 
trying to make sense of Wonderland. 

I'm sure we all agree that Iraq's restrictions on the media do far more tJ 
inhibit reporting than the restrictions employed by .American and allied forces. , ... 
in considering the Pentagon rules on media coverage, I personally believe that 
restrictions on news coverage are absolutely necessary in order to protect the L·:;!s 
of our troops, and in order to increase the odds of military success. Certai~ 
restrictions, some of which may not have existed during the Vietnam or Korea~ ~aos, 
are needed simply because of recent advances in technology. This is, as Art~~= :. 
Clark has said, the world's first satellite war. Information arrives faster :".;c. · • 
ability to sift, edit, analyze, and absorb its meaning. News is the first ::c:;.·. 



draft of history, Ben Bradley said, but news in time of a high tech war c:~es :~ o. 

fast, that watching TV is a little like looking over a journalist's shoulders :: 
notebook while he scribbles away. We have the facts before we actually kno~ ,~~ 
story. That poses very real new problems for the press, for the public, and ~== 
m.1.li tary. 

For the first time in history, an individual journalist at the front li~es :s 
technologically capable of reporting what he or she sees to a world audience :~ :::: 
time. Of course, Saddam Hussein or his own commanders in the field are capa::e :: 
receiving that journalist's broadcasts. The military implications of that :ea:::y 
are obvious. It would be potentially disastrous to allow journaiists to broad::s: 
whatever they wish from the front lines of our forces instantaneously, with ::: =~·::::.: 
by military authorities. 

So I conclude, and I would guess that a vide sweep of us here on all s:::s ·' 
this discussion today, will conclude that the rights of the press to be free a:e 
absolute, and they do not transcend the rights of our soldiers to survive. ;~:: 
be an overly simplistic way of stating a basic reality, but I think it repres:~.:s :.~: 
balancing of societal or constitutional interests that must necessarily take ~:::e. 

Where and how the balance is struck, where and how the restrictions be;.:.~. ::::: 
end, is ·what brings us toqether here today. I know there will be debate over t~.: 
question of whether news can or should be manaqed in times of war. That's a :;·c:;::::: 
that arises and has arisen every time that U.S. interests conflict, and the li~.e 
between protectinq our military strategy and protecting the public's right to <:::• 
has to be redrawn each time we enter a conflict. Control of access to sources :: 
news in the Gulf certainly gives the military a powerful tool with which to a. 
the images the public receives of this var. The images the public receives ~&y ~=:~ 
shape its opinion of the war and its conduct. 

So we may ask, is it legitimate for our government to attempt to co~t~:l :~:o: 
images through media restrictions in order to keep American morale and suppc:: ::: 
our cause strong? There are some who say yes. Some arque that we should trea: :~= 
media as a second front in this var, and that we should control, to the extent 
possible, the flow of neqative images such as the bloody horror of battle, tte ==:~::: 
of coffins to the u.s., inevitably gruesome details of so-called collateral da~a;:. 
On the other hand, and I think this is the prevailing view, it's always been c::e :! 
our guiding principles embodied in the first amendment, and protected throug~o~: a 
long history of American jurisprudence that we allow truth to be determined in •ha: 
Justice Holmes referred to as the marketplace of ideas. We've always been rigt:!y 
fearful of direct governmental interference in that marketplace. We've always tee~ 
wary of censorship and prior restraints. I think we have to remember in this 
context, as we have said so often in the last five or six weeks, that war is 
horrible, but it is sometimes necessary. So too, it's my own belief that our pe:~:: 
can be exposed to and accept the horror of war if they're convinced of its justi:e 
and its necessity. 

In the days immediately following the televised scenes of civilian cas~al::~s 
in the bombinq of that bunker in 8aqhdad, my office received only nine calls a:::·c: 
the EOmbing, and three of them actually supporting the bombinq. Nine calls fr:~ : 
state of 3.3 million people -- that surprised me. I think vhat it said is tta: •• 
horrifyinq and gruesome as the pictures from Baghdad were, the American people ::;-.·: 
accepted this war's reality because they have accepted this war's necessity. .:,~::. 
most importantly, they have confidence in our military and the truthfulness :: .;·;:·:; 
being told us. 



Th;.:s far, there is no credibility gap between the American public an:i :::;::: 
Sto=m's ~~litary leaders. I know that some members of the media are conce:~::. 
however, about a credibility gap that may open up in part because of what :~;y :;:~ __ 
a lack of access to the men and women waging this war. Today we will ask, a:: :~.= 
Pentagon's restrictions too tightly drawn, or too narrowly interpreted on tt'.e =::c~.:i' 
Should the pools and the military escorts be abandoned, as one of our witnesses, 
Walter Cronkite, suggests this week in his article in Newsweek, and be repla:e:i ':j' =. 
different kind of operation that leaves reporters free to roam the sands of Sa·~:: 
Arabia, and then have their reports reviewed by military authorities prior t~ :~ei: 
transmission? Those are the kinds of•questions that I know we will analyze :::2:~: 
today. 

Given the fact that some censorship is required in wartime, the real c;·~es:::~ 
here is how can the rules best be drawn to accommodate our twin ideals of a :::: 
press and military success, and protection of our soldiers in combat. 

I look forward to the testimony of our witnesses today as we search ~:: 
truthful answers to those critical and important questions. 

thank 
here. 

(Introduction of Pete Williams by Senator Cole) 

~r. Williams: Thank you, very much. 
you Mr. Chairman, and members of this 

I feel like Walter Cronkite's warmup 

I should say thank you Mr. Chai:::-.a~ ~~.: 
committee for this opportunity t~ ':e 
act this afternoon. (Laughter) 

It's an honor to be here, and a pleasure to have this opportunity to ce:;:::':e 
what it is that we're up to, and how we came to the point where we are today. : ::: 
think, Senator Glenn, that you're right, that this hearing does provide value:' 
continue this dialogue on how to do our jobs better. We don't pretend, by a~y ::-.e~~.s, 
to be the sole repository of wisdom, and there's a lot of experience in th!s :::::-.. -
look forward to reading the transcript. I, unfortunately, have to bug out as s::~ :s 
I'm finished here, and go back to the Pentagon, and I apologize for that, becacse : 
don't know about the rest o! the people, I'm a lot more interested in hear!~; ·~·=' s 
going to come after me than I am in hearing me. 

But in any case, let me just say that some o! the most enduring news reFcr:s 
that came out of World War II came form Edward R. Murrow, who stood on a rooftC? i~ 
London and reported the German bombing raids. Now, SO years later, Americans •a:c~. 
reporters on the rooftops o! hotels in Riyadh and Dhahran, and their colleagues 
wearing gas masks in Tel Aviv, describing incoming SCUD missile attacks from Irac;. 

It was the writer Henry Tomlinson who said, "The war that generals always ;:t 
ready for is the previous one," and the same might be said of journalists. T~e 
coverage arrangements !or military operations in the Persian Gulf are frequentl;· 
compared to what's remembered !rom Vietnam or Korea or World War II. 

But Edward R. Morrow's proposal to talk without a script so concerned t~e 
mili4cry, that he had to record a series of trial runs on phonograph disks. He 
submitted them !or approval, but they were lost, so he had to record six more t;:::~ 
he finally persuaded the authorities that he could speak off the cuff without 
violating the. censorship rules. Today, Arthur Kent, Sam Donaldson, Eric Engber;. =~.:: 
Charles Jaco can describe what they see and show it on television at the same ::~e. 
with no military censorship of any kind. There are two other notable differe~::s 
that many of you have already noted-- they are live, and at least in the case :: 



CNN, their reports can be seen by the commanders of the enemy forces just os 
as they can be seen by Americans at home in their living rooms. 

Operation Desert Storm is not ta~ing place in the jungles of Vietnam or :~= 
hills and valleys of Korea or across the continents and oceans of World War II. :~.= 
campaign on the Arabian Peninsula has been designed to get a specific and u:uc~e · := 
done. The press arrangements are also suited to the particular conditions the::.· 
But our goal is the same as that of our predecessors -- to get as much infor4.a:::~ a2 
possible to the American people without jeopardizing the lives of the troops o: :~.e 
success of the military operation. 

Saddam Hussein stunned the world wh~n his troops rolled across the nor:~==~ 
borders of Kuwait last August 2nd. Within five hours, his troops had ta~en ;<-;:.:;:: 
City. From that day forward, the number of Iraqi troops in occupied Kuwait c:~.::~.~~=
to grow and to move south, stopping only at Kuwait's southernmost border wit:J Sa~:.: 
Arabia. 

That wee~end, August 5th, President Bush sent Secretary Cheney and Ge~e:a: 
.. ~ .. Powell and General Schwarz~opf to Saudi Arabia for discussions with King Fa~:: =~ 

best to defend Saudi Arabia and preserve the stability of the Persian Gulf. As 
history now ~nows, the first U.S. forces began to arrive a few days after t~a: 
meeting·-- joining u.s. Navy ships already in the region. On Wednesday, as the :::s: 
U.S. Air Force F-15's landed on sovereign Saudi territory, there were no wester~ 
reporters in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. We urged the Saudi government at tha: 
to begin granting visas to U.S. news organizations so that reporters could cc·:e: 
arrival of the u.s. military. 

:.:.:-:-.~ 

:::: 

On Friday of that wee~. Secretary Cheney again called Prince Bandar, the ~=·~::.:. 
Ambassador to the United States, to inquire about the progress for issuing v:sas. 
Prince Bandar said the Saudis were studying the question, but that in the me•~::~:. 
they would agree to accept a pool of U.S. reporters if the U.S. military c:uld ;e: 
them in. So we activated the DoD National Media Pool, a structure that hos bee~ :~ 
place since 1985, and been used since then. 

The pool was set up after the 1983 U.S. military operation in Grenada. \·1~:.:e 
Grenada was a military success, it was a journalistic failure, because reporters ·•e:e 
~ept off the island until the fighting was over. So a retired Army major ge~e:al, 
Winant Sidle, from whom this committee will hear later today, was as~ed to hea~ ~? a 
panel of military officers and journalists and academics to wor~ out a plan for ~e~s 
coverage of future military operations. The result of their work was the Depar:~e~: 
of Defense National Media Pool -- a rotating list of correspondents, photograp~e:s 
and technicians who could be called up on short notice to cover the early stages of 
military missions. 

It was this pool that covered the Navy's escort of oil tankers in the Pe:s:=~ 
·Gulf in 1987; and its first big test in ground collltlat came in Decellltler of 1989 c~=:~.; 

Operation Just Cause in Panama. Just Cause was, at best, a mixed success for tt.e 
pool. It did arrive within four hours of when the shooting started, but it took a 
long time, too long, to get reporters to the scene of the action. I thin~ we lea:~=~ 
some important lessons from what happened in Panama, and we've applied them to ·~;:'s 
going on in the Gulf. 

The true purpose of the National Media Pool is to enable reporters to c:·.-~: : ~.: 
earliest possible action of a U.S. military operation in a remote area where t~.~ :e : s 
no other presence of American press, while still protecting the element of sur~::;: 



-- an essential part of what the rr~litary calls operational security. Of c:~:s:. 
Operation Desert Shield was no secret. The President had made a public an~.:~~:ec-.~~-: 
that he was ordering U.S. forces to the Gulf, but there were no Western repor:;:s 
Saudi Arabia, so we flew in the DoD National Media Pool. 

We moved quickly, once we received permission from the Saudi govern~e~" c~ 
friday, August lOth. We notified the news organizations in the pool rotatic:: :~.a: 
night, that we had approval to take the pool. They brought in their passpor:s :~; 
next morning, Saturday morning, and I took them over to the Saudi errbassy h.yse:! :~a: 
afternoon, where the Saudis had brought in appropriate staff to issue necessary 
visas. In fact, one reporter had run out of pages in his passport, he travele::. s: 
often, so we called the State Department, carried the visa across to State, !:;.~ :~.e::: 

·put extra pages in it, took it back to the Saudi embassy, and they added more ~a;es. 

The pool left Andrews Air force Base early Sunday morning, August l2t~. 
stopping off to see the u.s. Central Command operation in Tampa, florida. r~e 
reporters interviewed General Schwarzkopf, who was back there and had not ye: ::-:·:~:! 
his head~Jarters to Riyadh. so, in fact, the press pool got to Saudi Arab:a ===~== 
the com:nander of the operation had even set up shop there. The reporters a::~·::::. on 
Monday afternoon, August 13th, and continued to act as a pool until August 2o:~. 
After the pool began to file its reports, the Saudis started to issue visas :~ ~:~;: 
news orqanizations and other reporters, but the news organizations in the Pe~~=;:~ 
pool asked if we could please keep the pool going until the visa picture hac ::ea:e::! 
up, which we did. 

Jay Peterzell was Time Magazine's representative on the pool. Afterwa~~ ~= 
wrote this, "The Pentagon people worked hard to keep the press in the country." r-:e 
offered this assessment: "The pool did give U.S. journalists a way of gett:~; ~~:~ 
Saudi Arabia and seeing at least part of what was going on at a time when tr.e:e •as 
no other way of doing either of those things. Also, in the first two weeks a!:e: :~e 
wave of r:v, newspaper, and magazine correspondents flooded into the country, !:~ey ..... 
not produce any story that was essentially different from what we in the pocl hac 
filed." Those were his words. 

Starting with those initial 17 --representing AP, UP!, Reuters, CNN, Natic~.al 
Public Radio, Time, Scripps-Howard, the Los Angeles Times, and the Milwaukee ..:c-.::::~l 
-- the number of reporters, editors, photographers, producers, and technicians q:aw 
to nearly BOO by December. Except during the first two weeks of the pool, those 
reporters all filed their stories independently, directly to their own news orga~iza
tions. The visited ships at sea, they went to air bases, they talked with Mari~es ~? 
north, and soldiers training in the desert. They vent aboard AWACS radar warn1::; 
planes. They quoted generals who said the forces were ready, and privates who sa1d 
they were not. They wrote about helicopter pilots who crashed into the sand be:a"se 
they couldn't judge distances in the flat, desert light. And reporters desc~1bed :~e 
remarkable speed with which the U.S. military moved so many men and women to t~e G~:: 
with so much of their equipment. 

The mission given to U.S. forces for Operation Desert Shield was to deter 
further aggression from Iraq, and to defend Saudi Arabia if deterrence failed. A!:a: 
the President in mid-November announced a further buildup of U.S. forces to give :~e 
coalition a true offensive option, my office began working on a plan that would a:::~ 
reporters to cover combat, while maintaining the operational security necessa::· 
assure tactical surprise, and to save Amer1can lives. 



One of the first concerns of news organizations who cover the Fenta;on ~~ :~: 
?er.tagon press corps, was that they didn't have enough staff in the Fersian G~:: :: 
cover the hostilities. They didn't lcnow what the Saudi government's policy we:.:::::::. 
how the Saud~s would respond to their requests for more visas, and since they 
couldn't predict what restrictions might be placed on commercial airlines in :~a 
event of a war, they asked us whether we would be willing to use a military p:;~i! 
take in a group of reporters to act as journalistic reinforcements, and we a;:::; 
do so. 

A U.S. Air Force C-141 cargo plane left Andrews Air Force a_ase on January :7~~ .. 
which is the morning after the bombing began, with.l26 news media personnel en :oa::. 
That plane left at the onset of hostilities, during the most intensive airl~!t s:~:= 

· the Berlin blockade. The fact that senior military commanders were willing to 
dedicate one of their cargo airplanes to the job of transporting another !26 
journalists to Saudi Arabia demonstrated the military's commitment to take re~:=:::s 
to the scene of the action, so that they could get the story out to the Amer1:;~ 
people. 

The plan for combat coveraqe wasn't somethinq we drew up in a vacuu::;, ;:: 
worked closely with the military and with the news media to develop a plan that •::.:::i 
meet the needs of both. We had several meetings at the Pentaqon with bureau c~:::= 
of the Pentagon press corps, we talked with reporters who cover the military 
regularly, and we consulted with some of the people you' 11 hear from later toea;·, 
includinq General Sidle and Fred Hoffman, and several of my predecessors in t~e 
Public Affairs office at the Pentaqon, including Jerry Friedheim, whom you quote~ 
earlier. Because an important part of our planninq was workinq with the news ~e=:a, 
our drafts and our proposals frequently became public. We did our planning i!1 :~•::·' s 
window, and that meant that our false starts and stumbles were in full view. 

The main concern of the military is that information not be published whl:~ 
would jeopardite a military operation or endanqer the lives of the troops who ::-·~s: 
carry it out. The preamble to the rules for reporters covering World War II 
summarized the issue by sayinq that editors, in wonderinq what can be publisheO::. 
should ask themselves this question, is this information I would like to have if I 
were the enemy? 

In formulating the qround rules and the guidelines for coverinq Operatic!1 
Desert Storm, we looked at those rules. We looked at the procedures developed ir. 
1942 for World War II, at those handed down by General Eisenhower's Chief of Staff 
for the reporters who covered the D-Day landinqs, and at the qround rules establ:s:-.e.::. 
by General MacArthur for coverinq the Korean War. We carefully studied the rules 
drawn up for coverinq the war in Vietnam. Indeed, before the headquarters of Ce~:ral 
Command had even moved to Saudi Arabia, General Sidle twice came back and helpe::i ~s. 
He had a meetinq with us at the Pentaqon, and he also vent down and talked to Cap:a:~ 
Ron Wildemuth who is the public affairs officer for the Central Command, and ta:k:::i 
with ·him about his experiences and his recollections and suqgestions from what ~e 
learned in Vietnam. 

The qround rules that we drew up are not intended to prevent journalists !::::
reportinq on incidents that miqht embarrass the military, or they're not inten::: to 
make military operations look sanitized and tidy. Instead, they are simply an:! 
solely intended to prevent the publication of details that could jeopardize a 
military operation or endanqer the safety of U.S. troops. 



For example, some of the things that must not be reported: Decails :! :'c:·;:; 
operations; specific information about troop strengths or locations; whlle a s=;:::':: 
operation is underway, the details of troop movements or tactics; specific i:;(::::-.~
tion on missing or downed airplanes or ships while search and rescue operati:r.s o:; 
underway; and information on operational weaknesses that could be used agair.s: ~.s. 
forces. Again, that's nothing new. You'll find words almost identlcal to :~a:;,:; 
all those ground rules that I talked about From Vietnam and Korea, World ~ar ::, ;~i 
previous military engagements. 

k~erican reporters understand the reasoning behind these ground rules. :~:: 
are patriotic citizens. They don't want anything that they write· to endan;e: ::·:;s. 
I would say that the ground rules are •the least controversial aspect of t~e c:·:;:;:;; 
plan for this war in the Persian Gulf, and, Mr. Chairman, I could read a c:=-: ::' 
them at this point if you like, but perhaps it would be best to just ask t:.a: · ... : 1 ::; 
inserted in the record at this point. 

Senator Cole: And may I make a request, if you could, we have so many se~.;:: :; 
here and other panelists, could you summarize some of your statements so tt;a: ·~ :;~ 
move on and have a chance to ... Whatever you'd like, I just make a suggest::~. 

Mr. Williams: Yes sir. 

The next part of this question is the issue of what some people call cer.s::
ship. You have the ground rules, how do you enforce the ground rules, and :r.e:; :~.; 
third aspect is access to the troops. Those are the other tw~ points I need :: :;:~ 
about. 

The reporters who covered World War II wrote their stories and submitted :~=~ 
to a military censor. That person cut out anything they felt shouldn't be ?u~l:s~~=. 
The decision of the censor was final. There is no such system of censorship ::; 
Operation Desert Shield. Instead, there's a procedure that lets us appeal to :::·.-; 
organizations before the harm is done, to discuss with them any material and s:::y 
that we think would violate these ground rules. Here's how it works: 

Stories written by reporters who are out with the troops, and this review, :~:s 
ground rule appeal process applies only to the stories written by the stories o~t 
with the troops -- it doesn't apply to those back in Riyadh or Dhahran, those do:~; 
original reporting, those talking to their own sources, or those covering the 
military briefings, or indeed, anyone outside Saudi Arabia. The reporters who are 
out with the troops write their stories and show them to their public affairs 
officers who are with them on the scene. They discuss any problems. A public 
affairs officer might say there's a piece of information here in this line that 
violates ground rule number five. The reporter will say, yes, I agree, and c~a~;= 
his copy. Or the reporter will say, I disagree with you, I've read the grou:::i :c:;, 
I have a different interpretation, and the public affairs officer simply flags :~;: 
story and sends it on to the press censor in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia. It's not he:j 
up, it's not treated separately, it's not held back, it goes on to the press ce~te:. 
There's another discussion there, with our director of the press center there, 
Colonel Bill Huldy, and the appropriate representatives of that medium of the 
newspaper story, the newspaper pool coordination, and so forth. They have a si~.::;: 
discussion. If the pool coordinator says yes, I see your point, what were we 
thinking, they'll change it there. If they disagree, they'll send it on to us 1:1 :~e 
Pentagon for our opinion. 



If we, too, think there's a problem, then we call the appropriate b~::e;~ :~.:~: 
from that news organization ana talk about the story with them. We understa~= :~=: 
news delayed is news destroyed, we need to move quickly, and we act as fas: as ·.:" 
can. 

The appeal process that I've described to you was intended only to d1s:..:22 
potential ground rule violations with editors and bureau chiefs, and to rerr,.i~:! :~.:::-. 
of the need to protect sensitive information. Unlike a system of censorsh~p w~i:~ 
leaves the final decision in the place of the military, the final decision ln :~is 
case is in the hand of journalists, not the military. Since Operation Desert s:::~ 
began on January 16th, there have been over 820 print pool ~tories written by 
newspaper, wire service, news magazine' correspondents. Of those 820, only fi.·:: ~;.·:~ 
been submitted to us in the Pentagon for review. We quickly cleared four of :~=~
The fifth was a story that came up over the weekend, which described what we 
considered to be very sensitive intelligence methods that our troops in the ~le:: ;:e 
using. We called the news organization, we described the problem to them, a~:: :~ 
fact the news organization, a newspaper here in town, elected not to publish :~=: 
story and not to release it to the rest of the pool. So I think that aspect c: :~e 
coverage plan is working well. 

I should also emphasize that the live reports that you see on televlsic~. 
clearly,. are not subject to this kind of ground rule appeal process. You see c~ :~e 
screen sometimes cleared by military censors. Obviously, that's not the case 1: 
someone is talking live. The only way we have this appeal process is stor~es "~:: 
are coming from the troops in the field. 

The final part of this discussion, and perhaps the most controversial Fl::. :; 
access to the troops. As the number of troops in the desert has grown, so !:as ::.;; 
number of reporters there to cover them. The u.s. and international press co:Fs ~as 
gone from zero on August 2nd, to 17 on the first pool, rising to 800 by mid-De:"::-~==· 
and is now over 1400. Obviously, most of those reporters, the good ones, want :o ~e 
out with the troops. They want to be where the action is, just as they've dc~e :~ 
previous conflicts. But with the hundreds of fiercely independent reporters se~~:~; 
to join up with combat units, we concluded that when the combat started, we wou:~ 
have to rely on pools. With your indulgence, Mr. Chairman, I'd like to aescr::e 3 
little bit about what this pool system is. 

Before the air campaign began over a month aqo, news organizations were a::::: 
that these pools simply wouldn't get the job done, that they wouldn't qet repor:e:s 
out to see the action. They reminded us of their experience in Panama where we g:t 
them down there and they were treated to a discussion of the history of the Par.a~3 
Canal from the Charge and the embassy -- not exactly what they, or we, had in ~:~:!. 

But as viewers and readers and listeners know, we had pools in place befor~ 
Operation Desert Storm began. Reporters were on an aircraft carrier in the Red SB 
to witness the launching of the first air strikes. They were on board a battles~:? 
in the Persian Gulf that fired the first cruise missiles ever used in combat. :~:: 
were on the air force bases where the fighter planes and the bombers were takir.; ::: 
around the clock, and they were already out with several ground units in the dese::. -

Carl Rochelle of CNN was asked on the air how he felt this was going-- he': 
covered a n1ll!'.ber of other pools. He said, "I must tell you, I'm more satishe:i •:::: 
the pool shoot· I just came off than with any of the others that I have been c~ .. ·· 



Now those first days were not without preble~~. We know of cases whe=~ s:;:::a 
were approved in the field, only to be delayed for more than a day on theu :::= ::::.:-: 
to the press center in Ohahran. The first stories written about the stealth ::~~=~== 
were, for some reason, sent all the way back to the F-ll7's home base in Neva:a':: t; 
cleared, and that's certainly not something that we had in mind. I'm sure s:~e :: 
the reporters that you'll hear from later today will have examples of their c""'· :··
the main question right now is reporters• access to the field if there are ~~s::c:
ties on the ground, if what journalists are calling the ground war breaks o~:. :: =s 
we would say, the ground phase of this campaign. 

Unlike World War II, this is no~ going to be an operation in which repc::~:s 
can ride around in jeeps going from one part of the front to another, or like 
Vietnam, where reporters could hop a helicopter to specific points of actior. ::::c ::::·· 
to day. If a ground war begins on the Arabian Peninsula, the battlefield will =~ 
chaotic, and the action will be violent. This will be modern, intense war!a:e. 
Reporters at the front will have to be in armored vehicles or in helicopters. 
They'll have to carry their own gas masks and chemical protective suits al~~; ·.-: :~. 
all their other gear. Those with the front line troops will be part of a h:;::l:i 
mobile operation. It will be deadly serious business, and our front line u~::s 
simply will not have the capacity to accommodate large numbers of reporters. 

To cover the conflict, reporters will have to be a part of the unit, t~ey•:: 
have to be able to move with it. Each commander has an assigned number of veh:::~s 
with only so many seats. While he can certainly take the reporters that he k:'\o·•s a:: 
coming, he cannot keep absorbing those who arrive on their own, unexpectedly. i~ 
their own four wheel drives. The pool system allows us to tell the divisic~a" 
commanders how many reporters they'll be responsible for. For the reporters:~ :;.e 
pools, they're allowed to stay with the ~litary units they're covering-- lea:~:~; 
as much as they can about the unit plans and the unit tactics. 

As I said earlier our latest count shows over 1400 reporters, editors, ;::~~=
ers, photographers and technicians now registered in both Ohahran and Riyac~. 
representing the u.s. and the international press. In fairness, not all cf :~.e::t ··:~.: 
to go to the front, but certainly more want to go than we can possibly accc~:ca:e. 
and that's why we've gone to this system of pools of reporters, rotating gro~;:s ·~.:se 
stories and pictures from the front are available to all. 

Of course the ground war hasn't started yet, and in this situation, you ~ave 
military units that are out there repositioning, some of them moving nearly en:y 
day. If the ground war does start, it won't be like Vietnam with minor skirm:stes 
here and there, and a major offensive every now and then. It will be a set-p:e:e 
operation, as carefully orchestrated as possible. In that sense, as General ?o•el: 
has said before, it will be like 0-Day. The situation that we have right there :~ 
the desert right now is like D-Oay, with reporters waiting for the military act:~~ :o 
start. It's useful to remember, by the way, that 461 reporters were signed up a: t~e 
Supreme Headquarters, Allied Expeditionary Force to cover 0-0ay, and of that nu~be:, 
just 27 were actually ashore vith the first wave of troops. 

So the situation on the ground is a little like 0-0ay, reporters waiting ::: 
the~tion to start. But even so, when Desert Storm began, 43 reporters were alreocy 
out with ground units, and that number has been growing. By the end of this ~o:;:-ak, 
100 reporters will be with Army units; 33 with Marines on land; 18 more will ta ~::~ 
Marines on amphibious ships; and that's in addition to the 19 who are cover~~ :~.e 
Navy on ships at sea; the 14 who have been roving around air bases coverin:; - ~ .:.:: 
Force part of the campaign; and the eight more covering the medical part o! : e 



story. That's a total of 192 reporters who will be out with combat forces tr :~~ ~~: 
of the week. 

Mr. Chairman, I have some heart-rending concluding remarks, but in :~e :~.:~=~:: 
of time, I'll cut them out. 

Senator Cole: Thank you very much, Mr. Williams. In the interest o: c::::-.e : • :: 
limit my q'Jestions to three to five minutes, and I'd appreciate it if my collea;~es 
would do the same. 

Q: Just to get back to the question of access, Mr. Williams. Reporters ::a 
saying that there is an inadequate access problem, and that where access does e:.::s:. 
the use of military escorts impedes reporting in a way that's, I think, fairly 
obvious. You, yourself, were just in Saudi Arabia. Do you agree, ·and do y:·~ ~.:.·:'.\' 
any additional thoughts on the subject of the pool, its necessity up to now, .:~.:: :::e 
question of having someone along with the reporter every time, apparently, t' ::-:~.:::: 
what the soldier's saying to him. 

A: Let me say that I agree that the biggest question is access to the t:::~s. 
I've tried to spell out reasons why we can't simply open the front to folks :: ··=~.::~= 
around and sort of have a "come as you are" wherever the divisions are. 

The question of escorts is a vexing one. I had a telephone conference :.::: 
before this operation started with as many public affairs officers as we c:::ld ::·~~.:: 
up in Saudi Arabia, ltiyad.h, and Dhahran. I'm sensitive to this problem, haviq ::ee~. 
a former reporter myself. The idea of an escort is not to be a hovering prese~:e. 
The ratio is not one escort to every-reporter. They are there primarily to fa:~::
tate reporters getting to where they need to be, to look out for their neecs, :: <~;;: 
them movinq, to keep them joined up with the unit, to perform those military ::-.:~~; 
that escorts do. They are there also to perform this part of the ground r~le =~~~=: 
process that I've described, where a reporter writes his story and then says .. ~.3: ~~ 
you think. 

They are not there to leap in front of the camera every time somebody says ::-.e 
word chaplain. And I keep seeing, every time there's a story on ABC about t~e 
escorts, I keep seeing this same, ancient piece of videotape taken during Opera:::~ 
Desert Shield where some public affairs officer heard a word and leaped in fro::: o: 
the camera. That's not the way it's supposed to work. Reporters are not sup~ose= tc 
hover around reporters. I can't deny that there's some of that going on. we kee;: 
asking them not to. 

Part of what you see here, sir, as the operation has gone on, is just as y:~·ve 
seen reservists called up, learning how to fire tanks and brushing up on their 
training, you've also seen reservist public affairs officers as well, and they a:e 
practicing their trade in the full view of reporters. So escorts are not supp:sed -• 
be a stultifying presence. 

Q: One final cruestion. In Vietnam there were no pools, there were no es::::s. 
Apparently thinqs have changed for a reason since Vietnam. Why were there no ~==~s 
or escorts there? Why do we have pools and escorts here? 

A: I tried to describe what the difference is on the battlefield. 

Q: But there hasn't been a battlefield yet. 
A: There is one right nov, there are troops out there in the desert. .;:: 

course in that sense, you're riqht. That's another difference between Vie:na::-. s.c.:: 
this operation. Many of the reporters who have been commenting on our opera:::c ':~ 



contrasting Vietnam during the Vietnam War to this operation where there :s, :~ :; 
sense, no ground operation yet. The difference is that in Vietnam yoy had w~a~ 
mllltary.co~nders call a mature theater. You all know what that is frcrn y:~: ::~= 
1n the :r.1lltary -- that's a Sltuatlon where you have helicopter routes built ·;::. 
Somebody wakes up in Saigon and says I want to join up with this unit, hops c~· :; 
helicopter, gets on a jeep goes out, joins up with that unit, stays there a ::~~:~ :: 
days perhaps, r..aybe a week, if it's a television crew maybe stay a day or so, ::::-.;; 
back, and file their stories. That is not an option in this operation. !tis~·: a 
mature theater. 

Some of these units are way, way far away from where the press center :s. 
We've established a sort of secondary.press logisti'cs operation at another sa~::. ::;2; 
that's further up toward the front, but it's just not the kind of thing wt:ere ;·:~ ::.~. 

·hop a jungle taxi, a helicopter, and get up to where the troops are. 

The second part about escorts is, part of that is driven by oyr agree~~: •i:~ 
the Saudis. This is still a sovereign territory, they are Saudi bases, and t~sy 
asked that when u.s. reporters are on their facilities they be escorted by u.s. 
military personnel. 

Q: Have you asked these escorts or public affairs personnel not to get 
involved in any way with the interviews between the reporters and the troops? 

A: As I mentioned, sir, that was one of the comments that I made in "-/ 
telephone conference call with public affairs officers before they went. 

Q: So that is your policy. 
A: Yes sir. 

Q: And to your best knowledge it's being followed? 
A: I keep hearing horror stories so there, obviously, are exceptions. 

it's something that we keep working on. 

Senator Cole: Thank you very much. Senator Roth? 

Senator Roth: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Q: Have there been any breaches that give you serious concern with the c"rre::: 
policy? In other words, bas the present program worked effectively, or have there 
been situations where valuable information has become available through the coverage 
of the media? 

A: I would have to say, sir, that I think the program has worked well. !t's 
not to say that, one of the unusual joys of my job is that I get complaints fro~ 
journalists who think the system is too restrictive, and I get complaints in the 
Pentagon from military people who think the system isn't restrictive enough. B~t I 
would have to say that I don't know of any serious cases where this system, whe:e 
reports that have been filed from the troops in the field, have caused any ser~=~s 
problems. 

Q: Your rules and regulations, obviously, do not apply say to reporters i~ 
Baghdaa. 

A: Clearly not. 

Q: How serious do you think the problem of propaganda from Baghaad has =~•"-' 
Has that been a significant factor? In other words, it's pretty obvious tha: ::;::;c-. 



Hussein has used effectively, the right to stay there as a means of getti~; h:s 
message across. Has that been a serious problem from your standpoint? 

A: I appreciate the question. I guess I've tried very hard in this jet:: ~.:: 
be the government's press critic. That's not what I'm paid to do. I would say===~ 
a "~litary standpoint, from the standpoint of the Department of Defense, that 
clearly, only certain stories can get out of Iraq under the system that they ::,a·:e. 
So, for example, there are reports where military bombing missions may have ca~sed 
civilian damage despite the best efforts of our pilots to focus their attacks 
strictly and solely on military targets. It's frustrating to us that reporters "::s:e 
are not allowed to go out and see some of the military targets that have been t::. 
The only reports that the Iraqis will permit out are those about -civilian ta;:;::s· :: 
problems where civilians have been hutt, or there's been collateral damage. :~.::· s 
clearly not an accurate picture about what's going on in Baghdad or Iraq, a~d ::'s 
frustrating to us that the Iraqis, obviously, won't allow that. 

Q: As I understand it, Walter Cronkite will later propose that we go b::k :: a 
system more similar to World War II, or similar to that use in World War II. I 
understand in part why you think that would not work out satisfactorily, but :.~ ;·:·J 
limited the number of reporters, would it be possible to go back where the ir.::::·::::·~a: 
reporters could have freedom of access, go where he wanted, and then depend ~~=~ 
censorship rather than the present approach? 

A~· I quess there are two parts to that. One is, I don't know whether tta: 
provisions envisions or does not envision censorship, again, like there was in ii~=~d 
War II, but let's set that aside. 

Q: I don't know either. 
A: This battlefield is not going to be the kind of thing where a repor:e: ~~r: 

get in a four wheel drive and say I want to be with the 62nd Airborne, I'm jus~ ;~:~; 
to drive out there. First of all, right now, we hope very much that most peep:: 
don't know where the 62nd Airborne is. Although many reporters, I think in t~e:: 
defense, do know, and have not reported it. But assuming they did know where ~t :.s. 
there are no roads to get there. They would have to simply get in their four w~ee~ 
drives and head across the vast desert. And if they tried to do this after the 
campaign started, it would be in wartime. It would be not the kind of thing wte:e 
there's a stable front, where there's a clear place that they would be safe tote 
behind. The second thing is, thee would be units in the B2nd Airborne, I presu~e -
this is the ease for all our military units -· where there would be security o!!ice:s 
keeping 360 degrees of security. They have no way of knowing who this is drivir.; up 
in their brand new white Land Rover. 

So I don't think it's practical, I don't think it's possible. I think repc::
ers, for better or worse, whether they like it or not, are going to have to depen: c~ 
military transportation. That's why we came up with the pool system. We can se~j 
reporters out vitb the 82nd Airborne in advance, they can be there·- when there's 
action, they'll already be there. 

Q: One final question. First, let me congratulate you for the excellent ~~~ 
you're doing. I know it's extraordinarily difficult. But going back to access :J 
the troops and escorts, doesn't the presence of an escort provide an inhibitio~ :~ 
the part of whoever might be questioned? In other words, if you're a GI, a se:;~;~:. 
a corporal, and you're being asked questions by a reporter, and right there stand:~;. 
an escort represents the government, does that not place a limitation on freedc~? :s 
that necessary? 

A: It's not necessary, Senator, and that's not the way the escort syste~ :s 
supposed to work. They• re not supposed to be hoverinq minders that stand ove: :~.~ 



shoulder of the reporter in eye shot of the GI ~ho's being interviewed, sc:•:~~~ .. 
them. That's not the ~ay it's supposed to work. 

Q: Is there one escort per reporter? 
A: No sir. There aren't that many escorts. 

Q: What is the percentage? Oo you have any idea? 
A: I'll have to check on that sir, I don't know precisely what the rat:~:;. 

Senator Cole: Thank you, Senator Roth. Chairman Glenn? . 
Senator Glenn: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Q: About ten days ago the New York Times, Mr. Apple, wrote that the po:: 
system may be on the verge of collapse. In fact some people are actually s~:;.; :~e 
government over this. Last Wednesday, Mr. Apple reported that in meetings w1t~ 
networks and bureau chiefs last fall you indicated that the use of press poo!s •as 
not intended to be permanent. According to Mr. Apple you said, and I quote, .. ,:s ·.:;~.: 
to go unilateral as soon as possible." And there are references in the press :~:es. 
as a matter of fact, to the use of pools in the inltial stages of the conf:i-::. .~:e 
you giving consideration to abandoning the pools? 

A~ I don't know that I'd say abandoning it. We're certainly hoping t~at a: 
some point we can get beyond it. Reporters hate pools -- we hate pools, too. rle 
would rather be in the business of trying to help get information out, than con
stantly having to supervise pools and referee problems among pool members. 9~: : 
think we can't think of any other way to do it right now. 

If the military is going to say, and I don't think we have any choice ::;-~.: 
now, we can't say "Y'all come to the battlefield." We can't simply open it u~. -~~ 
whoever wants to go to the 82nd joins up there, and whoever wants to go to the :::s: 
goes up there. It's not practical. Those are mobile units. When the time c:m.:s. 
they're going to move, and they can't just take whoever happens to be with t~e~ a: 
the time. 

Q: The conflict so far has been an air campaign, and we expect a ground •a: 
very shortly unless something happens today or tomorrow, but there are very big 
differences, major differences, in trying to cover an air war as opposed to a grc~~d 
war. What major changes do you see in the press rules as we move into a ground 
phase? 

A: Substantially, very few chanqes. we will use the system we have now. 
We've gotten more and more, as every day goes by, more and more reporters out •i:h 
ground units. As I say, the number has continued to grow, and the total number •::: 
be almost 200 by the end of the week with all forces -- air, land, and sea. B~t 
we've concentrated here, over the past week, in trying to get more reporters ou: •::~ 
ground units. 

0: I think we have two different wars qoing on in some respects. We're t>.e:: 
to win the military victory. Saddam Hussein, obviously, is playing for a polit::~: 
victory. He could, even in defeat, come out a winner. He could come out mili:a:::;
a loser, but politically rise with greater stature in the Arab world. Media f::~ 
other countries are complaining that they're being unfairly denied access to tte 
reporting pools. I agree vith your responsibility to the American public and p:es3 
first, but the international aspect of our coalition, I think, is very signif~:::~.:. 
What is the Pentagon policy with regard to foreign journalists? 



A: The Pentagon policy is that we will have slots in our pools for 1 ~:e:~;
tional press. We have slots 1n our pools for Arab reporters, for Saudl repc::e:o. 
We have other slots in our pools for lnternatlonal reporters -- clearly not e~.=-;~ .. _ 
sat1sfy them, but there clearly aren't enough to satisfy American reporters, e::~.::. 
I should po1nt out, however, that other nations have their own agreements. r~e 
British have their own arrangements for British reporters to cover British ::::,;; 
the French, the French troops; and so forth. 

Q: Are those slots filled now? Are the coalition reporters in those s:~:; 
and reporting back to their countries? 

A: Yes sir. 
··- .. 

Q: The Persian Gulf conflict may be very unique to the extent that h:st 
country concerns have affected press coverage. What rules have you imposed tec~"se 
of such host country concerns? 

A: I think the initial pool I discussed that covered the first forces, ~=s :~ 
reaction to that. The fact that there have to be --

(END OF SIDE) 

Q: -- someone watching the interviews, someone hovering over a repone: •r.: 
wishes to interview one of the troops. Are those guidelines now in writing, o: a:e 
they just being given verbally and sort of generally understood in the theater? 

A: There are written guidelines and ground rules. It's also been rr~de ve:y 
clearly by frequent messages to our military folks over there what the proper r:le 
for escorts is. 

Q: We've had comments about previous experience in Grenada and Pana~a. =~~ 
back to Vietnam. But how pertinent, really, are the experiences in Grenada a~~ 
Panama to this far, far larger operation? Are they really that pertinent? T:::se 
were really almost [police] actions compared to this. 

A: That's right. They were only to the extent that I think we learned sc~e 
lessons there and have tried not to repeat the same mistakes in this operatic~. ·
Panama, one could argue, and indeed some have with some justification, that we 
weren't ready. I think we were ready in this operation. 

Senator Lieberman: Thank you, Hr. Chairman. 

Q: Hr. Williams, I want to join with the others in complimenting you on t::e 
extraordinary job that I think you've done under very difficult circumstances. It 
seems to me that you have tried to balance both your service to the Department c: 
Defense with service to the media -- helping us to know what's happening thro";~ 
them, and I congratulate you on your performance in a very difficult job. I t:::~k 
you're very credible. I think you'll make a great anchor man at some time after t~:s 
is all over. (Laughter) 

A: Thank you, sir. 

Q: What strikes me as I listen to you and as I've read over some of the 
advance statements of those who will testify after you, is that while there is 
disa~eement here, the ground of disagreement is extremely narrow between yourself 
and the press. There's a group on either side. One, I suppose, that would like ~=: 
to have any press coverage at all and leave the coverage to what the military 
announces. There's another group on the other side, that would allow the press :: ,. 
wherever they wanted to go, but it seems to me that most of the press coveri~.; :~.e 
war and yourself, have some basic agreements here that you don't want to have =··' 



coverage that would jeopardize the security of American troops, and you wa:-:~ :' 
provide, however, as much coverage as possible within those limits. Am I c~rre:: 
that reaction from your perspective? And what are, specifically, the major ar;~
ments? Is it really over the question of whether the pools should continue? 

A: I agree with your characterization, sir. I thinK that is an accurate :~e. 
As I tried to indicate in my testimony, there really is no argument -- there r:.:.j ::: 
some quibbling here and there, but there's fundamentally no argument over the ~r=~~~ 
rules. I thinK everybody understands that there are certain things that can't te 
blurted out in wartime. I don't thinK there's any, although there was some i~i::a: 
discomfort with it, I thinK we've gotten past the problem where everyone worried :~a: 
this so-called ground rule appeal or security review, whatever you want to call i:, 
process, would be a chill on reporting'. We had some problems worKing it out early 
on, some cases where it tooK too long. I thinK the main problems now are si::-.;::ly 
access to the troops, and the question of pools. 

we would certainly be willing to go to what reporters call unilateral c:·:era;e 
where you file to your own news organization only, but the other side of that :s, 
there have to clearly be some limitations on the number of reporters out i~ t~e 
field. I've talKed with many bureau chiefs and editors of Pentagon press cor;::s 
organizations who are concerned that unless we can open it up to a much, mu:~, ::-:":~. 
larger presence in the field, then they would just as soon stay with the peel sys:e~. 
or perhaps have half pools and some unilateral where we can. But I thinK t!':e ::-.3:~ 
problem is access. 

Q: Your discussions with the press are continuing on that, is that fair :' 
say? Are you still open to input? 

A: Yes sir. 

Q: Perhaps something will come out of this hearing today that can be cf ~e:;:: 
to you and to the press, obviously. Let me asK another question about the lir:~:s cf 
your role, just to· hear you speaK on it. I Know that some wonder whether the 
Department of Defense believes, and you believe, whether government in a time c:: •a:, 
has the right to try to manage press coverage of the war to help maintain pub:i: 
support of the war. Is that in any sense, in your opinion, an appropriate st=~===~ 
or goal for your activities? 

A: Not for mine, no. There are people in government who do that, but they 
don't worK in my office, and that's clearly outside the jurisdiction of what my job 
is. 

Q: Who are tbey? 
A: The public diplomacy folKs who try to get a message out to the Arab worl~ 

and to other nations about why we do what we do, why we fight. But that's not wr.a: ! 
do in my office. 

Q: So the one standard that you measure yourself, two standards. One is t~ 
try to gain the press access, I gather; and the limiting standard, the only limit:~; 
standard that you would apply, and correct me if I'm wrong, is that of what mig::: te 
called battlefield security, security of personnel. 

A: Yes sir. It's not legitimate for us to object to something because i:'s 
emb~ssinq or because it's critical or because we don't liKe it. There are c~ly 
two tests -- one is security of an operation, and the other is the safety of trc:~s. 

Q: I want to talK a little bit about the Sidle Commission whose report I've 
read over and appreciate. In recommendation four, the commission stated, "a tas~: 
tenet governing media access to military operations should be voluntary compl:a~.=~ 



the.media with security quidelines or qround rules established and issued by :~: 
11Ull.tary: These rules should be as few as possible. • Do you think the cepa::::-.;:~.: "' 
Defense 1n the Persian Gulf War has acted consistent with that recommendation? 

. A: Yes sir, I do. !he number of qround rules that we have for report1n; :r. 
th1s operatlon lS quite small compared to the number of qround rules that exis:e~ ~~ 
Vietnam. So I think we have tried to boil it down to a simple as set as poss~::e. 
Early on when we were stumblinq around to where we finally qot, some of the 11s:s :: 
qround rules we had. were astonishinqly complicated, and. I think we aqreed that: :: ·;:-:. 
could.n't understand. qround rules, they weren't qoinq to be effective, so we Cl! ::y 
to boll them d.own to as simple and. small a set as possible. 

Q: Based. on your relations with the American media thus far in the war, ~~ .,.:~ 
think that the media has applied voluntary rules of self discipline to itsel!? :~!: 
is, self discipline to the extent of concern about the security of American ::-.::: :~=i· 
personnel there. 

A: Yes sir, I have no question about that. I'm very impressed by it. A 
number of reporters ... My experience all alonq, when I qo to Saudi Arabia and :~e:e 
are reporters accompanyinq Secretary Cheney, folks who ordinarily d.urinq peace::::-.e 
understand that their qoal is to write what they think is proper and say what :~ey 
think they should say, will qo up to military co==anders and. say is it all r:;~: :: -
say this, or is it all riqht if I say that. I'm very impressed by their disc:p~:r.e 
and their understandinq, and. their patriotism. 

Senator Cohen: Mr. Williams, if I could just follow that particular ques:icn, 
are you suqqestinq that the Sidle panel, which contained a number of recommendat~:~s. 
that those recommendations are not necessarily pertinent in this case because o: :~e 
topoqraphy? In other words, the qeoqraphy or topoqraphy is different, and there!;:e. 
different rules have had to be formulated. that'l one side of the question, ! 
suppose, because there are others vho would argue that the rules are beinq for~u!ated 
in order to hide behind the topoqraphy. The question is, what accounts for t!:e 
chanqe in the rules vis·a-vis the Sidle report? What is different? 

A: A couple of thinqs, and of course you'll hear from General Sidle ar.d ::ej 
Hoffman in awhile. They can qive you, und.oubtedly, a much more eloquent answer. 3~~ 
you have to remember what caused the Sidle panel to be put toqether, and that was :he 
operation in Grenada •• a remote operation where there weren't reporters, and the 
military decided not to take any along with it on the first wave. The Sidle panel 
said isn't there somethinq we can do to tix that. What they came up with was the 
idea of the DoD National Media Pool where you would have a pemanent sort of rotati~; 
list, people on standby, ready to go, stuff in their trunk. You call them up and you 
say show up at Alldlevs,. alld they just appear with very short notice, and can be take:: 
off to wherever the military might be doing some far-flung operation -- whether it be 
Grenada or Pan ... or evacuation in Liberia or the reflaqqinq operation in the Gulf, 
whatever it miqbt be. Then, as more reporters arrive, you would stand the pools 
down, and you would have open, or what some call unilateral coverage. That is 
precisely what we did in Operation Desert Shield. !ven thouqh technically, the thi~; 
was already public •• operational security wasn't an issue, but we used the pool 
because it vas a ready means to do that. Ne qot a pool over there, and then as rnore 
reporters came in, we stood it down. So a separate inue. 

Now we come to the plan for c:overinq combat in Operation Desert Storm. We're 
not technically using the Sidle panel's point-by-point blueprint for a national rnedia 
pool, because there are 1400 reporters already there. lie' re simply using some of -:.he 
architecture to fo~ pools to cover individual divisions because ve think that's t~e 
only practical way to do it. that's where the topoqraphy and the battlefield 
strateqy come into play. 



Q: Can I ask about what the criteria are that the Saudi government has 
established in granting visas? Are there any non-tariff barriers that might ex:s: ·
those criteria? In other words, do they look behind the person applying and lc::< :: 
philosophy, background, experience, whether one is considered to be too aggress:'::, 
too pro or con a particular philosophical bent? 

A: Number one, I don't claim to be an expert on the Saudi visa process. :~e 
only time we get involved with that are when reporters are going to accompany 
Secretary Cheney on a visit, and then it's people who cover him all the ti~e at :~e 
Pentagon; or this case of 126 reporters that I told you about earlier. Looki~~ a: 
the list of reporters, the Saudi government is granting visas from all over t~-= ··~::::. 
-- not only here in the embassy in Washington, but indeed, reporters from many 

_ nations, and I think it would be very hard to hold that list up to the light ar.:! ::y 
to see something behind it. 

Q: The question was raised about the escorts that go along with the repc::e:s 
out in the field. That's one form of potential type of censorship. Is there a~y 
indication you're aware of that an attempt by any of the military officers in :~.e 
field to discourage soldiers from talking to the press? 

A: Not that I know of. Now reporters may know examples themselves, b~t ::'s 
certainly not the policy of this Department of Defense to discourage reporters f::~ 
talking; and indeed, I can think of many examples of stories that I've read where 
reporters have really talked, criticized the operation, invoked their ancient ::;~: 
to complain. I know of no such policy. 

Q: Some of the rules have changed as the war has evolved. For example, 
initially, there were reports as to the location of a downed aircraft, what ty~e c: 
aircraft it was. The Pentagon said wait a minute, we've got a problem with that. 
It's going to impair our search and rescue mission. So I think it was a 36 ho~r cr 
48 hour delay was imposed, as well as a restriction on identifying the partic~lar 
type of aircraft. Did you hear any complaints from the press with respect to t~a:? 

A: Only some puzzlement that we couldn't seem to enforce it with any degree c: 
regularity, but it's an interesting example. In Vietnam, the press rules said :~at 
downed aircraft will be identified periodically. Here is a situation in this 
operation, where as soon as an aircraft went down, someone says we just lost an :-:3, 
we just lost an F-15. That was the way this operation started. Indeed, high people 
in our government were saying that. Then we all stopped and said wait a minute. 
We've got active search and rescue going for these airplanes, we should wait before 
we tell the other side there is a downed airplane. That skirmish you just had, which 
may have resulted in an airplane down did, in fact, down an F-18. So we are not 
specific any more about the kind of aircraft that's gone down or where. 

Q: I agree. What I'm asking you is has there been any complaint about t~at? 
It would seem to me that I've heard no complaint coming from the press that that has 
been a form of censorship or undue impediment to the reporting of the news. 

A: I think there was some early complaint about it, but when they understo:c 
what it was that we had in mind, it wasn't a problem. They were sympathetic. 

Senator Levin: Thank you, Hr. Chairman. Let me add my compliments to t~e 
degree of professionalism which you've shown in your position. 

A: Thank you, sir. 

........... 
··-~·· 

Q: There was a story in last Sunday's New York Times by James LeHoines ate;:: 
the Pentagon strategy, as he calls it. Here are some quotes from that very cr:::::• 
article of his. It says that "Three Pentagon press officials in the Gulf reg::~ oa:::. 



they spend. significant time analyzinq reporters' stories in ord.er to make rec:~.-:-.er.::a
tions on how to sway coveraqe in the Pentagon's favor, and. Pentagon press of!~:::s 
warned. reporters who asked. hard. questions that their requests for interviews w~:~ 
senior command.ers and. visits in the field. were in jeopardy." That's one of :r.e 
statements that he mad.e in his article. A little later on he said, "At times. 
Pentaqon press officers would stop an on-camera interview because they did not ~~ke 
what was being portrayed." 

Another thinq he said vas, "If the troops' frank comments angered senior 
Pentaqon officials, reporters' access immediately suffered.." Then he qave an 
example. "For nearly two months, for example, this reporter had. ·a standinq :e~r~es: 
for an interview with the chief American command.er, General Schwarzkopf. Ove= 
several weeks, a Pentaqon press officer telephoned. with upd.ates on the chances ~= 

- qettinq the interview, 'The General liked your last story,' the officer would sa:. 
Or more ominously, 'The General did not like your last story.' He said if ar~:c::s 
were not 'liked.,' the interview would probably be d.enied.." 

Another quote from this article is that "A Pentaqon press official said 
privately that Army command.ers felt there had. been too many critical stories." 

Can you comment on those quotes? Mould it be proper for the people in :r.e 
field, the so-called. escorts, in any way to sugqest that access to a soldier o: :" a 
commander would. be affected by the type of story that was written? 

A: It's not proper, Senator. It happens, nonetheless. I know of cases where 
unit command.ers were upset by a story that vas written, felt it reflected badly o~ 
their troops, and. did.n't want to see those reporters aqain. We've tried. to wei;~ i~ 
in those cases, and. suqgest that that's a very short term qame, that that's net a 
leqitimate concern, and. they should think twice about that, and. I think in ma~y cases 
they have changed their minds. I can't say that military commanders aren't h~~4~. 
but it's certainly not a policy, and it's certainly somethinq we d.iscouraqe. 

Q: So it is your policy to not link access on the part of reporters to 
anythinq that they miqht write, provid.inq it's within your qround. rules as to what 
may be said about troop movements and. so forth? 

A: That's riqht, and. I can cite cases where reporters have written stories 
that command.ers d.id.n't like, but those reporters are riqht back with the comman~e:s. 

Q: That's a principle, we'll call that a principle. Another principle that 
you've enunciated here il that escorts should not hover around the reporters as t~ey 
are conducting their intervievl. Another point, you said. they should not be in 
eye-shot, that your eecorts should not be in eye-shot of the reporters as the 
reporters are interviewing ••• 

A: Of the person interviewed., yes sir. In other words, if I'm beinq inter
viewed by Senator Glenn here, from the Detroit News or whatever, the Toledo Blade, 
perhaps, would. be a better example... (Lauqhter) If you're the public affairs 
escort and I'm the private d.own here in the trenches and I'm lookinq at you and 
you're a major and I'm a private, clearly that has some relationship. fhat's what 1 
meant by eye-shot. 

Q: It could have a chillinq effect. 
A: It could well have a chillinq effect, yes sir. 

0: I think that principle miqht come as some surprise in the field, that :::"r 
escort officers are not supposed. to be actually within eye-shot, and that would 
include ear-shot, I assume, of the interview. I'm vonderinq if it would.n't be •:se. 



• . . 
• 

if that is your principle, ana it's a qooa one, that it be clearly statea to,-~~= 
escort officers. From everything I've reaa, that is not the operating prir.ci~:e ~~ 
the field. 

A: I unaerstana what you're saying, sir. I do hear examples of thls. I ::::~ .. < 
in the main, public affairs escorts ao a gooa job ana ao unaerstana that they're r.:: 
supposea to be hovering, chilling presences. 

Q: When we say hovering, chilling -- to be very specific, the escort of!i:e: 
shoula not be within eye-shot or ear-shot of the interview? 

A: We'll certainly look at that, sir. 

Q: Is that your principle? 
A: That is, inaeea. 

Q: You've inr.iicated in response to Senator Glenn's question that, he asked y:~ 
whether or not these principles as to your escort officers' conduct were in wri:ir.;, 
and your answer was that you have written guidelines and ground rules. Were y=~ 
referring to guidelines and ground rules for escort officers, or for reporters? 

A: For reporters, but they benefit both. It spells out what each will eo. 

Q: But in terms of the type of principles we've just been talking about. t~a: 
the escort officer or no one else should link access to an interview with what that 
person says substantively in interviews, ana that the escort officer should not be 
within ear-shot or eye-shot of the interview. Those type of guidance for your esc:r: 
officers, those are not in writing as principles yet, are they? 

A: I don't believe we've ever put some of those c~n sense things in 
writing, no sir. If a reporter says something bad, you should still let him back. 
don't believe we've ever had a rule like that, but we'll certainly be happy to look 
at it. Some of those thinqs I voula call the rule of reason or common sense. 

Q: There's a lot of rules of reason and common sense that you put in wri:ir.q. 
A: Some, but there are many more that we don't, perhaps that we just expect 

good public affairs o!!icers to know, ana I think in the main, that's the way they 
perform. 

Q: I'm not saying in the main they don't, I'm just sayinq I think it would 
clear the air a qreat deal if you put those kina of principles for your esco:t 
officers in writinq as principles. 

Thank you, my time is up. 

Senator COle: Thank you very much, Mr. Williama. You've been a qooa witness, 
very informative. 

Mr. Williama: thank you. 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301·1400 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

February 22, 1991 

M E M 0 R A N D U M 

To: Washington burea~ ~~~ of the Pentagon press corps 

From: Pete Williams~ 

Subject: News Media Coverage of Operation Desert Storm 

The number of reporters and photographers covering soldiers, 
sailors, airmen, and Marines taking part in Operation Desert 
Storm continues to grow. This week several more reporters joined 
up with Army and Marine forces in the field. Pools have also 
been permanently stationed on ships and air bases. Here is a 
summary of coverage arrangements for combat forces. 

We have 97 reporters out with the Army, 34 with the Marines 
ashore, and 10 with the amphibious forces, for a total of 141 
reporters with ground combat forces. That number should increase 
by 14 to 155 by early next week. We also have 10 reporters with 
the Navy on ships in the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf and 13 
stationed on air bases. In Dhahran, we have a six-person Navy 
quick reaction pool and an eight-person medical quick reaction 
pool on standby. In all, 178 reporters, photographers, and 
camera crew members will be with u.s. forces by the middle of 
next week with another 14 on standby. I have attached a list 
showing how the reporters in the pool will be spread throughout 
the theatre. 

Thank you for your continued suggestions and counsel. 

Attachment 

-



Wire Service 

ARMY 
AP 
AP 
AP 
Reuters 
Reuters 
AP 
Reuters 
AP 
IJPI 
AP 
UPI 

!-<,ABINES 
AP 
Reuters 
IJPI 
AP 

AIR FORCE 
AP 

AP 

Reuters 

AP 

IJPI 

Newspapers 

ARMY 
Los Angeles Times 
New York Times 
Cox Newspapers 
Wall Street Journal 
IJSA Today 
Knight-Ridder 
Cox Newspapers 
Detroit Free Press 

22 February 1991 

OPERATION DESERT STORM 
MEDIA POOL PERSONNBI.. :LOCATOR 

John Pomfret 
Neil MacFarQuhar 
Robert Dvorchak 
Gary Regenstreif 
Kevin Cooney 
Jeff Ulbrich 
Paul Majenoie 
Fred Bayles 
Leon Daniel 
Mark Fritz 
Tom Ferraro 

Denis Gray 
Jeff Franks 
Anthony Miller 
John King 

101ST Airborne Division 
VII Corps Headquarters 
82ND Airborne Division 
82ND Airborne Division 
18TH Aviation Brigade 
XVIII ABN Corps Headquarters 
1ST Armored Division 
3RD Armored Division 
1ST ~nfantry Division 
1ST Cavalry Division 
24TH Infantry Division 

2ND Marine Division 
2ND Marine Division 
1ST Force Service Support Group 
Amphib Pool US 

Lederer AF Pool ll4 

Alexander Higgins ARCENT Support Command 
(STNDBY deploy in 48 hours) 

Trequesser Amphib Pool #6 
(will deploy when OPTEMPO permits) 

.Rosenblum Navy Pool 13 
(STNDBY deploy next rotation) 

Alexander Navy Pool 111 

John Balzar 
John Kifner 
Ron Martz 
Bob Davis 
Lawrence Jolidon 
Carol Morello 
Joe Albright 
Frank Brune 

(STNDBY quick reaction pool) 

18TH Aviation Brigade 
lOlST Airborne Division 
24TH Infantry Division 
82ND Airborne Division 
20TH Engineer Brigade 
20TH Engineer Brigade 
18TH Corps Artillery 
3RD Armored Cav Regiment 



New York Post 
New York Times 
Los Angeles Times 
Wall Street Journal 
Houston Post 
San Diego Union 
washington Times 
Hearst Newspapers 
Stars & Stripes 
The Independent 
Washinaton Post 
Stars & Stripes 
Tampa Tribune 
Scripps-Howard 
Hearst Newspapers 
San Francisco 
Chronicle 
Milwaukee Journal 

MARINES 
Gannett News 
San Diego Tribune 
News day 
Boston Globe 
Washington Post 
Copely News Service 
Newhouse Newspapers 
Chicago Tribune 

NAVY 
Providence Journal 
Washington Times 

AIR FORCE 
Chicago Tribune 
Scripps-Howard 
Times Journal 

TBD 
TBD 
QalJ.a~ !::!Qrning 

BQStQ!l H!i:.:als1 

!:1!i:W!2 

~I ~!ilt!i:U!:m.:g Tiffi!illii 

TBD 
TBD 
TBD 

Mark Mooney 
Phil Shenon 
Doug Jehl 
John Fialka 
John Mecklin 
Lynne Walker 
Michael Hedges 
Charles Lewis 
David Schad 
Richards 
William Branigin 
Vince Crawley 
Tim Collie 
Peter Copeland 
Chris Hanson 
Carl Nolte 

David Hendrickson 

Kirk Spitzer 
Jim Michaels 
Susan Sachs 
Colin Nickerson 
Ed Cody 
Otto Kreisher 
Bill Gannon 
Evans 

Richard 
Scarborough 

Rowley 
Lowy 
Vogel 

TBD 
TBD 
Rodrigue 

Dickson 

Payton 

TBD 
TBD 
TBD 

18TH ABN Corps Support Command 
VII Corps Headquarters 
1ST Armored Division 
3RD Armored Division 
3RD Armored Division 
3RD Armored Division 
1ST Infantry Division 
1ST Infantry Division 
24TH Infantry Division 
1ST Cavalry Division 
1ST Cavalry Division 
2ND Armored Cavalry Regiment 
7TH Engineer Brigade 
VII Corps Support Command 
VII Corps Support Command 
ARCENT Support Command 

Army MED 13TH EVAC 

1ST Marine Division 
1ST Marine Division 
2ND Marine Division 
2ND Marine Division 
1ST Force Service Support Group 
1ST Force Service Support Group 
Tiger Brigade 
Amphib Pool US 

Navy Pool 13 
Navy Pool #3 

AF Pool #4 
AF Pool ll4 
AF Pool U4 

1ST Infantry Division 
7TH Engineer Brigade 
Amphib l?ool 16 
(will deploy when OPTEMPO permits) 

Medical Pool 112 
(STNDBY quick reaction pool) 
Navy l?oo1 ill 
(STNDBY quick reaction pool) 
Navy Red Sea Pool f7(Deploy 25 FEB) 
Navy Red Sea Pool f7(Deploy 25 FEB) 
Navy Red Sea Pool f7(Deploy 25 FEB) 



International Newspapers 

Arab News 
The Independent 
Saudi Newspaper 

Television 

ARMY 
NBC 
NBC 
NBC 
NBC 
NBC 
NBC 
CNN 
CNN 
CNN 
NBC 
NBC 
NBC 
CBS 
CBS 
CBS 
CBS Local Affiliate 
ABC 
ABC 
ABC 
SKY TV 
SKY TV 
CBS 
CBS 
CBS 
ABC 
ABC 
ABC 
CNN 
CNN 
CNN 
NBC 
NBC 
NBC 

CNN 
CNN 
CNN 

MARINES 
NBC 
NBC 
NBC 
CNN 
CNN 

David Sharrock 
Phil Davison 
Sultan Al Bazie 

Rick Davis 
Gary Fairman 
Fritz VanKlein 
Gary Matsumoto 
Maurice Roper 
Ronald Malo III 
Robert Franken 
Thomas Greene 
Brian Haefli 
George Lewis 
Addison Armstrong 
Bart Childs 
Scott Pelley 
Warren Arnstein 
James Helling 
Bob Martin 
Mike Von Fremd 
Keith Kay 
George Bouza 
Dermott VonKinder 
George.Davies 
Martha Teichner 
Decarvahlo 
Reinhardt 
Jim Wooten 
Rick Hull 
Neil Papworth 
Doug James 
Sergei Bodie 
Mitch Farkas 
Arthur Kent 
Tom Baer 
Martin Schmidt-

Sleek 
John Sweeney 
Mike Simon 
Chris Turner 

Michael Boettcher 
Tony Wasserman 
Maurice Odella 
Marc Dulmage 
Kit Swartz 

ARCENT Support Command 
1ST Force Service Support Group 
1ST Force Service Support Group 

101ST Airborne Division 
101ST Airborne Division 
101ST Airborne Division 
24TH Infantry Division 
24TH Infantry Division 
24TH Infantry Division 
82ND Airborne Division 
82ND Airborne Division 
82ND Airborne Divsion 
20TH Engineer Brigade 
20TH Engineer Brigade 
20TH Engineer Brigade 
18TH Corps Artillery 
18TH Corps Artillery 
16TH Corps Artillery 
3RD Armored Cav Regiment 
18TH Aviation Brigade 
16TH Aviation Brigade 
18TH Aviation Brigade 
18TH Aviation Brigade 
16TH Aviation Brigade 
1ST Armored Division 
1ST Armored Division 
1ST Armored Division 
3RD Armored Division 
3RD Armored Division 
3RD Armored Division 
1ST Infantry Division 
1ST Infantry Division 
1ST Infantry Division 
1ST Cavalry Division 
1ST Cavalry Division 
1ST Cavalry Division 

2ND Armored Cavalry Regiment 
2ND Armored Cavalry Regiment 
2ND Armored Cavalry Regiment 

1ST Marine Division 
1ST Marine Division 
1ST Marine Division 
1ST Marine Division 
1ST Marine Division 



CNN 
ABC 
ABC 
ABC 
CBS 
CBS 
CBS 
CNN 
CNN 
CBS 
CBS 

!!ll,;.lX 
CBS affiliate 
CBS affiliate 

AIR !l:QR~r,j 
Univision 
Univision 
NBC Affiliate 
NBC Affiliate 

ABC 

ABC 

ABC 

ABC 

ABC 

ABC 

CBS 

CBS 

CBS 

Photoqraphera 

ABMX 
Newsweek 
Detroit Press 
AP 

WTVT 
WTVT 

WFLA 
WFLA 

~ 
Washington Post 
.:ri!!!& 
USN & World Report 

Paul Kietrich 
Linda Pattillo 
Stephen Cocklin 
Salim Aridi 
Bruce Van Borst 
Wim Devos 
Tim Dickey 
Carl Rochelle 
Young 
Vasquez 
Everson 

Sanders 
Jim Craven 

Descalzi 
Perez 
Vester 
Puchaty 

Hickey 

Barker 

Manning 

Claiborne 

Johnson 

Hirashiki 

Arnot 

Mogul of 

Jackson 

Bill Gentile 
Joe De Vera 
Tannen Mowery 
Kenneth Jarrecke 
Lucian Perkins 
Tony Suau 
David Turnley 

1ST Marine Division 
2ND Marine Division 
2ND Marine Division 
2ND Marine Division 
2ND Marine Division 
2ND Marine Division 
2ND Marine Division 
Amphib Pool us 
Amphib Pool us 
Amphib Pool us 
Amphib Pool us 

Navy Pool II 3 
Navy Pool II 3 

AF Pool #4 
AF Pool f4 
AF Pool fl4 
AF Pool #14 

Amphib Pool f6 
(will deploy when OPTEMPO permits) 

Amphib Pool 16 
(will deploy when OPTEMPO permits) 

Amphib Pool 116 
(will deploy when OPTEMPO permits) 
Navy Pool Ul 
(STNDBY quick reaction pool) 
Navy Pool Ul 
(STNDBY quick reaction pool) 
Navy Pool Jill 
(STNDBY quick reaction pool) 
Medical Pool #12 
(STNDBY quick reaction pool) 
Medical Pool 1112 
(STNDBY quick reaction pool) 
Medical Pool #12 
(STNDBY quick reaction pool) 

101ST Airborne Division 
24TH Infantry Division 
82ND Airborne Division 
18TH Corps Artillery 
3RD Armored Cav Regiment 
18TH Aviation Brigade 
18TH ABN Corps Support Command 



Stars & Stripes 
Reuters 
AP 
AP 
Reuters 
Times Journal 
Stars & Stripes 
USN & World Report 
Cleveland Plain 
Dealer 

MARINES 
Reuters 
Time 
Los Angeles Times 
AP 
Dallas Morning News 
Knight-Ridder 
Chicago Tribune 
Newsweek 
Reuters 
San piego Union 

NAVY 
New Orleans Times
Picayune 

AIR FORCE 
Hearst Newspapers 
~ 

Newsweek 

UPI 

USN & World Report 

Magazines 

AB!:1X 
USN & ~orld Report 
USN & World Report 
USN & World Report 
Esquire 

MARINES 
Newsweek 
Newsweek 

Kenneth Clauson 
Win McNamee 
John Gaps 
Robert Jordon 
Andy Clark 
Steve Elfers 
Wayne Begasse 
Steve McCurry 
Dale Omari 

Charles Platiau 
Chris Morris 
John Downs 
Sadauki Mikami 
David Leeson 
Todd Buchanan 
Ernie Cox 
Kieffer 
Ellis 
McCutcheon 

Jackson 

Matheson 
Brack 

Tony Obrien 

Peters 

Mendelsohn 

Giordano 

Joe Galloway 
Mike Tharp 
Richard Chesnoff 
John Sack 

Raymond Wilkinson 
Tony Clifton 

18TH ABN Corps Support Command 
1ST Armored Division 
3RD Armored Division 
1ST Infantry Division 
1ST Infantry Division 
lST Cavalry Division 
2ND Armored Cavalry Division 
VII Corps Support Command 
Army MED 3SOTH EVAC 

1ST Marine Division 
1ST Marine Division 
1ST Marine Division 
2ND Marine Division 
1ST Force Service Support Group 
1ST Force Service Support Group 
Tiger Brigade 
Amphib Pool US 
Amphib Pool US 
Amphib Pool US 

Navy Pool 113 

AF Pool f4 
AF Pool 1114 

7TH Engineer Brigade 
(STNDBY deploy within 48 hours) 
Amphib Pool 16 
(will deploy when OPTEMPO permits) 
Navy Pool fll 
(STNDBY quick reaction pool) 
Medical Pool #12 
(STNDBY quick reaction pool) 

24TH Infantry Division 
18TH Aviation Brigade 
18TH ABN Corps Support Command 
1ST Infantry Division 

1ST Marine Division 
Tiger Brigade 



AIR FORCE 
Aviation week 

Business Week 

Marabella 

:Radio 

~ 
ABC Radio 
NPR 
AP Radio 
VOA 

MARINES 
CBS Radio 
CBS Radio 

~ 
Westwood One 

AIR FORCE 
ABC Radio 
NPR 

TED 
CBS Radio 

Group W 

ABC Radio 

-

Fulghum 

Russ Mitchell 

Fischer 

Thompson 

DeLynn 

Gregg Jarrett 
scott Simon 
Karen Sloan 
Jim Malone 

Michael Sullivan 
Gasperini 

Walsh 

Taylor 
Deborah Amos 

TED 
Miliano 

Demetriou 

Schmidt 

AF Pool 114 

ARCENT Support Command 
(STNDBY deploy within 48 hours) 

Arnphib Pool #6 
(will deploy when OPTEMPO permits} 
Medical Pool #12 
(STNDBY quick reaction pool} 

Medical Pool #12 
(STNDBY quick reaction pool) 

18TH Aviation Brigade 
Corps Support Command 
1ST Armored Division 
1ST Cavalry Division 

1ST Force Service Support Group 
Arnphib Pool US 

Navy Pool 113 

AF Pool 114 
AF Pool 1114 

VII Corps Support 
Arnphib Pool 116 
(will deploy when 
Navy Pool U1 

Command 

OPTEMPO pertnit:s} 

(STNDEY quick reaction pool} 
Medical Pool 112 
(STNDBY quick reaction pool} 
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INFO ARCENT SPT CMJ)//PA// 

COMUSMARCENT 

USCENTAF fWJ) HQS ELEMENT//PA// 

ARCENT MAIN//AFRD-PO// 

COMUSNA\ICENT 

CDRl.STINfJ)I\1 FWD GOEPPINGEN GE//PAO// 

CJ)Rl.STCA\IJ)I\1 FWD//PAO// 

CJ)Rl.STCOSCOM FWJ)//PAO// 

CJ)Rl.AJ) MAIN//PAO// 

CDR2J)ACR MAIN fWJ)//PAO// 

CJ)R3RJ)ACRMAIN//PAO// 

CJ)Rl.STINFJ)I\IMECH !)MAIN Gl. G4//PAO// 

CJ)Rl.2THA\INBDE fWJ)//PAO// 

CJ)Rl.8THA\IN8J)E FWJ)//PAO// 

CJ)Rl.8THFA8J)E//PAO// 

CDR20THENGBDEFWJ)//PAO// 

CDR24THINFJ)I\I MECH fWJ)//PAO// 

RW TAYLOR, PJ)ASD<PA), OASD<PAl "''~'''''''''' 

Pete W•lli3rr:
Assi3tarJ :· "; -:. . 
(Public ·"' .;:,:s .' 

FEB 2 3 1991 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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CDR2NDCOSCOMFWD//PAO// 

CDR3RDARMDIVFWD//PAO// 

CDR!2NDABNDIV FWD//PAO// 

CDRlOlSTABNDIV AASLT FWD//PAO// 

CDRVIICORPSMAIN FWD 

CDRVIICORPS MOEHRINGEN GE 

CDRYIICORPS MAIN FWD//PAO// 

CDRXVIIIABNCORPS//PAO// 

CG FIRST FSSG 

CG FIRST MARJ>IV 

CG SECOND MARDIV 

CG FOURTH MEB 

CG FIFTH MEB 

CG I MEF 

CG II MEF 

MINIMIZE CONSIDERED 

OPER/DESERT STORM 

MSGID/SYS RRM/OSD CPA)// 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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APn/SUBJ: PUBLIC AFFAIRS - PROCEDURES FOR PROCESSING MEDIA POOL 

PRODUCTS 

REF A: SECDEF 23222,Z FEB ,l 

l· REFERENCE MESSAGE DEALING WITH PUBLIC AFFAIRS GUIDANCE FOR 

CONTINGENCY USE AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE GROUND PHASE OF OPERATION 

DESERT STORM IS RESCINDED. 

2· PUBLIC AFFAIRS ESCORT OFFICERS WILL INFORM ALL NEWS MEDIA 

PERSONNEL BRIEFED ON THE INSTRUCTIONS OR CONTENT OF THE REFERENCED 

MESSAGE THAT THE MESSAGE HAS BEEN RESCINDED AND IS NO LONGER IN 

EFFECT. 

3. PUBLIC AFFAIRS ESCORT OFFICERS WILL DISCUSS THE EXTREME 

SENSITIVITIES OF CURRENT OPERATIONS, UNIT MOVEMENTS, AND UNIT 

LOCATIONS WITH POOL REPORTERS AND EMPHASIZE THAT POOL REPORTS FOR THE 

NEXT ~6 HOURS MUST AVOID DISCUSSING ANY--REPEAT--ANY INFORMATION THAT 

COULD BE OF HELP TO THE ENEMY· NO--REPEAT--NO NEWS MEDIA POOL 

REPORTS, VIDEOTAPE, PHOTOGRAPHS, AND AUDIO TAPE WILL BE SUBJECT TO 

EMBARGO. HOWEVER, ALL POOL MATERIAL WILL BE SUBJECT TO CAREFUL 

SECURITY REVIEW, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NEWS MEDIA GROUND RULES AND 

GUIDELINES PREVIOUSLY ISSUED· PAO'S MUST BE ESPECIALLY VIGILANT FOR 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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UNCLASSIFIEP 

zz zz uuuu 

INFORMATION THAT WOULP BETRAY UNIT LOCATIONS OR OPERATIONAL PLANS. 

4· TO ASSURE THAT SENSITIVE INFORMATION DOES NOT INAPVERTANTLY PASS 

THE SECURITY REVIEW AT THE SOURCE, ALL AIR FORCE, MARINE ANP NAVY 

MATERIALS WILL BE SUBJECT TO A SECONP LEVEL OF SECURITY REVIEW AT JIB 

PHAHRAN BEFORE RELEASE· ANY MATERIAL WHICH MAY POTENTIALLY VIOLATE 

THE GROUND RULES SHOULD BE THOROUGHLY DISCUSSED BY TELEPHONE WITH JIB 

RIYADH AND, IF NECESSARY, OASD/PA. PROCEPURES FOR PEALING WITH ARMY 

MATERIALS WILL BE PROVIDEP BY SEPARATE MESSAGE· UNTIL THEN, ARMY 

MATERIAL WILL BE HELD AT KKMC. 

s. THESE PROCEPURES WILL BE IN EFFECT UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE· 

MINIMIZE CONSIDEREP 



• 

·~ 

What equipment is available? Do you have enough telephones, fax machines, etc? 

Is any military communications equipment available for filing? Where? 

What happens if there is a power/telecommunications outage? What are alternative means of 
moving media products? 

How will pool print repons be sent to OASD(PA) for release in Washington? 

What do media do after their initial filing? ' 

How will SITREPS on media activities be provided to OASD(PA)? How often? 

Do all media reps present in theater share the combat pool's reports? How is material 
distributed? 

PHASE V1 Gnflux of Addjriona1 Medial 

If hostilities begin, additional media will want access to the theater of operations. Assuming 
access is granted, the following questions arise: 

What problems will be created by additional media? 

Where will they go? 

Will they be folded into the mini pools? 

In addi lion, the network anchors may request access. If granted: 

Where will they go? 

Who will escort them? 

How will they travel in-theater? 

What special ~uirements will they have? 

Can CENTCOMIPA support them? 



I • . 

PUBUC AFFAIRS PI.ANNINQ FOR .MEDIA IN PERSIAN GULf REGIQN 

Planning needs to be done for at least two scenarios: Plan A would be executed if CENT
COM/PA has lead time to work with before hostilities begin. Plan B would apply if hostilities 
break out with little or no warning. ~plan should follow the following outline: 

PHASE I <Preparation Period) 

Outline what has been done and what is being done now in the way of briefings, training, etc. 
to prepare CENTCOM public affairs people and the media for actions to be taken if hostilities 
break out. 

What assumptions is this proposal based on? 

Are the mini pools being exercised in any way? 

How are unit commanders and PAs being prepared to suppon this proposal? 

Are international media assigned to the pools? 

Are host nation journalists included in the pools? 

Is there adequate PA manning in-theater? 

How will journalists be identified as noncombatants? Will procedures used be similar to those 
provided for in the Protocols to the 1949 Geneva Convention? 

Will security protection be provided to JIB Dhahran if hostilities beak out? 

Has the need for forward press camps or sub-JIBS been addressed? 

Has the CINC issued any personal PA policy guidance to unit commanders? Will there be any 
CINC guidance on combat pools to reinforce the PA planning effort? 

Will specific guidance be issued as to any restrictions on media reps carrying privately owned 
weapons for personal protection? 

What is the rank equivalent of media reps? 

Who will have release authority when hostilities begin? 

PHASE n <Plan Activation> 

What triggers plan activation? 

Who notifies CENT()JM/P A? 



.. 

Who activates mini pools? How? 

How is OPSEC maintained, if required? 

Who notifies OASD(PA)? When and how? 

PHASE m <Mini Pools Assemble) 

Where will the mini pools assemble? 

Who's in charge at each location? 

What activities take place after media assemble? 

What transponation will be available to take media to the field? Is it pre-arranged/dedicated? 

Who tasked the transponation suppon? 

If not already tasked, what guarantees are there that it will be available when needed? 

Who is providing field gear and chem gear? Have media members of mini pools been trained in 
use of chem gear? 

Will weapons be issued to PA escons? 

PHASE IV (Coverage of Combat Action) 

Who goes with which units? (Emphasis on TV networks/"heavy hitters") 

Who escons mini pools at each location? 

Do you have enough PA people to cover all escorting duties? 

Who will keep track of where mini pools are located? How? 

How long will media reps be with the host units identified in' the plan? 

Is the size of the media pool too large to move with the. unit? 

If combat breaks out in an unanticipated location, will a pool be sent there? 

How will reporters be handled when and if they cross combat lines? Does it depend on whose 
lines? 

What are units instrl.\cted to do with journalists arriving in combat areas on their own? 



·- , · What procedures are in effect for coverage of multinational units fighting alongside U.S. 
troops in the same engagement? 

Have conditions at sea been factored into transponarion planning for pools going to ships? 

What will be done for coverage during an amphibious assault? First wave? Third wave? 

Will media be allowed to fly on combat missions? 

Will mini pools be rotated in and out of combat areas? How often? 

Plan states that operational requirements may prevent media reps from being returned by 
military transponation to their points of origin. Meaning of this is unclear, needs to be 
clarified. 

Has consideration been given to regularly scheduled flights and ground transponation to 
provide continuous flow of personnel and file materials? 

Will there be authority for esconed journalists to "space-A" back and fonh to forward areas? 

How will combat information be provided to media in Dhahran who are not in pool? 

What will be done with journalists who are wounded or killed? Such casualties may not be at 
the front lines. 

If media have ponable transmission equipment can they file from the field? 

Are controls planned for journalists taking their own communications equipment (i.e. radios, 
satellite phones, etc) capable of direct transmission from the combat area? 

Will there be security review? By whom? How will problems be resolved? 

Will there be daily briefings for media with the units? 

What are requirements for subordinate commanders to provide public affairs operational 
repons summarizing significant events, daily operational press briefings, etc? 

PHASE V <Filin~ of Media Products) 

Where are the preplanned filing locations? 

How do media/media products get there? 

Is tra.&~~ponation pre-arranged/dedicated? Who tasked the transponation suppon? 

If not already tasked, what guarantees are there that it will be available when needed? 

What equipment is needed to facilitate filing? 



ASD (PA) ~~1 Media Coverage Plan In·---



ASD(PA) Projected DoD Assets in AOR 

Army: 7 Divisions 

Marines: 6 Marine Expeditionary Brigades 

Navy: 6 Carrier Battle Groups 
2 Battleships 

Air Force: Hundreds of Reconnaissance, 
Fighter, Cargo and Refueling 
Aircraft 



ASD(PA> CJCS Media Pool Message 
June 1990 · 

Support Required: 

• Enable media pool members to disperse throughout the 
combat area in order to provide balanced coverage ... 

• From the onset of the operation to divide the pool into small 
elements of from 1 - 3 persons, to facilitate coverage of the 
entire operation ... 



ASD(PA) ---1 GROUND COMBAT 
POOL COMPOSITION 

Begin exercising two pools: 

Two (3) member television crews 6 

Radio correspondent (network) 1 

Wire service correspondents 2 

Wire service photographers 2 

News magazine correspondent 1 

News magazine photographer 1 

Newspaper correspondents J. 
Total 16 



---111 Concept of Operation 

Phase I - CENTCOM forms pools 

(Current Situation) -Conducts realistic exercises for training 

- Deploy at random, once every two weeks or so 

Phase II (Warning) -Align pools with ground combat units 

(Hostilities) or 

(No Warning) -Move pools rapidly forward if no warning 

-Constitute & deploy additional pools as 
required to cover Navy, Air Force and 
rear support units 

Phase III - Mandatory pool coverage ends 

-Independent coverage of operations 



i 

ASD(PA) ---

· • Air Force 

Supplemental 
Pools Required 

• Navy Carrier Task Force 

• Amphibious Task Force 

• Logistical Support 

• Ground Combat Forces 

(Augmentation pools if necessary) 



~ ASD (PA) Supplemental ~~~-
Pool Composition """'-~-· 

3 One (3) member television crew 

1 Radio Correspondent 

-

1 Correspondent (print) 

1 Photographer (print) 

6 Total 



ASD (PA) 

TRANSPORTATION 

COMMUNICATION 

EQUIPMENT 

(To be issued to pool 

members by CENTCOM) 

Dedicated Resources '..-"""""""-

• Dedicated air & ground support essential to 
move media initially and move media products 
back to Joint Information Bureau Dhahran 

• Use of existing facilities, both commercial and 
military, on a not-to-interfere basis 

• Use of military communication systems to move 
media products out of AOR as back-up in the 
event of failure of commercial facilities 

• Helmet 

• Flak Vest 

• Web Gear/Canteen 

• Chemical Suit & Mask 



ASD(PA) --'""'~• Filing Procedure''~'---....... 

Ground Combat 
Pools 

Navy Carrier 
TF-..... 

Security Review at source I 

Amphibious 
- ..... TF 

Air Force 

Dhahran 

(Pool Coordination) 



ASD (PA) -----111 Ground Rules 111-------..... 

Highlights 
Ground rules do not permit: 

• Reporting specific geographic locations 

• Reporting numbers (troops, aircraft or other tactical equipment) 

• Publishing information on future operations 

• Divulging security precautions being taken 

• Coverage of any aspect of operation without PA escort 

• Disclosing "Rules of Engagement" details 

• Video/audio recordings of injured personnel in agony or severe shock at a 
medical facilit.::) 

• Interviewing or photographing an injured serviceman without his/her 
permission 

• Imagery of patients suffering from severe disfigurement at a medical facility 



ASD(PA> Justification for Support 

• Many pools tend to encourage more balanced 

coverage of operations. 

• Need to provide maximum access to avoid charges 

of Administration cover-up. 

• The story will get out one way or another. 

Firsthand coverage is more accurate. 



ASD(PA) -----11 Media 

' • 400 Total Media 

-250 u.s. 

- 150 International 

• 100 Outlets 

-75 Print 

- 25 Television 



Aso (PA) JJ))esert §hield 111---............ 

JPublic Affairs 
Assets 

• CENTCOM 13 

• ARCENT 110 

• MARCENT 10 

• NAVCENT 8 

• CENTAF 24 

TOTAL 165 



* 82nd Abn 

DivPAO 

* 49th PA 

Det (5) 

AsD(PA) Desert Shield Public Affairs Support 
(CORPS) 

*24THINF 

Div PAO 

50th PA 

Det (5) 

XVIII CORPS 

PAO (6) 

* lOlst Abn 

Div PAO 

40th PA 

Det (5) 

lSTCAV 

Div PAO 

4th PA 

Det (5) 

13th PA 

Det (5) 



ASD(PA) Public Affairs Profile --

• Reserve/ Active Components 

• Trained and Experienced 

• Media experience ongoing: 

-Requests to date 2,830 

-Requests scheduled 2,066 

-Requests pending 784 


