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ANNEX B TO APPENDIX C

AIRBORNE OPERATIONS
PART I. BACKGROUND

A, ( INTRODUCTION
This Annex describes in some detall Airborne operations
from 1964 until June 1969, Included, 1n addition to the study
and evolution of the original long-term agent teams, 1s the develop-
ment of the STRATA Teams, employment of singleton agents, and
the later development of the diversionary program. These
operations were referred to as Alrborne operations, or Agent Team oper-
atlons, until the code word TIMBERWORK({C) was assigned in 1967.

The meanings of other cocde words appearing in this Annex can

be rozgg/{h Tab A to the general section of this volume.
B. ) INITIAL POLICY

Mission. The first mission statement for the alrborne
section was, "to assist and supervise ARVN counterparts in the
accomplishment of small demolition operations, small~-scale intelli-
gence collectlon, temporary interdiction of lines of communication,
limited psychologlcal operations, and cregﬁion of general harass-

ment in DRV gs set forth in OPLAN-34A 7#

istory, MACSOG, “Annex A to MACV Command History 1964,"
H. II-B. (SACSA)

C-b-1 . Annex B to
L~ Appendix C
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C. EVOLUPION OF MISSION AND OBJECTIVES
1. ¢ General, The mission and effectiveness of the long

term agent teams wWere in a state of continuous reevaluation

from 1905 until the summer of 1968, vhen all teams were Juaged as pro-
paebly compromised. During tols pericd of time, thinking cnanged from
the bellef that the teams represented a valuable asset in
gecomplishing SOG's misslon to the later opinion expressed by

CINCPAC that the long-term agent teams were a “"complete fallure

in terms of the useful intelligence produced."® In the para-

graphs that follow, the mission changes will be traced and the
pollclies outlined that supported the missions. For a summary

of evaluatio terial, see Part IV of this Annex.

2. 1965 Developments

a. New Op=-Order. The mission given to the Alrborne Section

__"of MACSOG by CINCPAC** in the October 1965 Op-Order reflected
ﬁ:‘phe evolution of SOG's mission to emphasls con intelligence

collection:

"34_-p guerrlilla in-place teams and teams to be infiltrated
into NVN wlll conduect intelligence, sabotage, psychologleal,
and escape and evaslon (EXE) operations. 3Jli-A teams are
authorlzed to recrult and support local agents in NVN for
intelligence and E&E nets. Physleal destruction operations
may be conducted against selected targets by 34-A guerrilla
teams providing security of intelligence and E&E nets is
not Jjeopardized,"##

Thls mission statement led to the development of meaningful,

L I ]

W

J=

18

long~range programs of actlvating operational areas Tfor intelligence g

" gathering around mejor routes leading from NVN into Laos.*##
L
b. EWOTS. The Early Warning Observation Teams (EWOTS) concept

was developed in 1965 to meet the requirement of the changing

mission., MACSOG proposed***¥ that EWOTS/Roadwatch Operations be

-—

Pt

*/?I'_ Msg, CINCPAC, DTG 1604372 Nov 68, (SACSA)
A< s 56 CINCPAC "34A Basic Op Order", DTG 300241Z Oct 65.
{SARSA
LLL) ) History, MACS0G, "Annex N to MACV Command History 1965,"
p. FI-A-Y4, (5AaCSA)

LR S) Msg, MACV, DTC 1607122 Oct 65,

TO‘P/W‘-E(-SENSITIVE C-b-2 Anoex B to
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undertaken as a matter of priority in areas scuth of 20° and

that future reilnforcement efforts be bullt around the need to

increase team viabllity and provide capabilities for an

= W N

expanded intelligence collectlon. The scope of this effort

\a

was to 1lneclude surveillance over enemy major roads from NVN

o

into Laos.

¢, Helicopter Infilltratlon Concept. The flxed wlng alrerart

«w -~

(C=123) available to 306 in 1965 were unsatlsrfactory for

accurately placing and resupplylng agent teams. (bl

lilisg

[hl(3)

1966 Policy

a. New Program. In May 1966, MACSOG published a comprehen- 18
glve review of OPLAN-34A operations and proposed cobjectives and 1%
programs for the subsequent 15 months.®** A brief summary of ad
the proposals for airborne operations is outlined below. 21

(1) As eriginally conceived, alrborne operations (infilltration 2%
teams) were intended to bulld a resistance movement in NVN 23
which would, "exert pressure agalnst the NVN Government, divert 24
resources and make contlinuous support of the war in RVN less 25

attractive."**  ps discussed earlier in this report, the imple- 23

mentation of tne resistance movement was never autnorized at tne 27
Wasnington level and, therefore, airvorng operations were con- 2t
- 1
ducted under amolguously worded mlssion statements that permittea 2¢
' \ .

sabftage, interdiction and harassment in NV, *»* 30
]

sg, AMEME Bangkok, DTG 2110372 Sep 65. (SACSA)

* ) Report, MACSOG, "SOG Misslons, Objectives and Programs
Y-L/E6-FY-67 (U)," 10 May 66. (SACSA)
#x# (pg) Thid., p. 6-7.

TOP SECRET - SENSITIVE C-b-3 ﬁnnexdg tg
ppendlx

N *x® (p5) AD1Q., P. O=7.
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(2) The'program reviewed the interest DIA and the Joint

1

» Chiefs of 5taff had taken in the éap&blllty of BOG agent teams ;
to qptain intell;gence. Copcern over possible CHICOM inter- ;

vention, infiltration of DRV forces into Scuth Vietnam, and ;

Soviet and CHICOM mi{if&ry aid tolNVN p;ompted a reorientation ;

of the teams mission. "It was determined that maximum erphasis g

should be placed upoq\intelligence collection and establish- ;

ment of civilian contacts with secondary emphasis on psycholo- ;

) gical operations, E4E end sabotage."# ;
{3) Based on this re-evaluation, the following concept 1;

was prqpared fqr CINCPAC approval. ;;

"(a) Develop an operational area astride every major
LOC leading from NVN into Laos and emplacling operaticnal
teams in these areas.

"(b) Reorient all in-place teams to the primary
mission of intelligence collection by roadwatch, rall- -
watch, and riverwatch,

"(c) Develop civilian contacts in every operatlonal
area to expand the intelligence base and pravide limited
loglstical support, thus lessenlng team reliance on
external support.

"(d) Limit operations initially to the development of
new operatlional areas and at the same time make 1lnopera-
tive teams viable again."* '

(4) To implement the new concept, team training was altered A2

to place primary emphasis on intelllgence gathering. Three 13

types of operational teams were being tralped as shown in L]
1

the brief summary below: =2

Type Strength Mission

A 10 agents Roadwatch/early warning observatlon.
Organize safe areas. Prepare to
recelve reinforcements.

B 5 agents Reinforce Type A team. Establish
civilian contaets., Organize and
cperate 1ntelllgence nets. Conduct
PSYOPS, -

C 10 agents Reinforce Types A and B teams. Team
adds limited strike/interdiction
capebility to operational area.®*

27,

e
% 1bid, p.T7-9. '
'!/jzgﬁ/ﬁistéry, MACSOG, "Annex M to MACV Command History 1966," -
p.58. {8ACS4)

Tot/fﬁﬂﬁE;;’SENSITIVE C-b-4 Annex B to

Appendizx C
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’///,*"Each new operational area was to be developed I1nitlally
by infiltrating a Type A team, reinforce successively
by Type B and C teams. Planning provided for further
reinforcement as requlred by broadened missions and/or
operatlional losses."®

b. Seismic Devices and Project BUGS. The emphasis in 1966 - 1
on intelligence collection prompted CINCPAC to direct S0C to 2
equip OPLAN-34A teams with Selsmic Intruslon Devices (SSID) 3
for emplacing along NVN Routes 103, 137, 15, 1 and to provide }
teams with immedlate roadwatch intelllgence reporting by 5
radio —= Project BUGS, *# G

¢. Chinese fgents. In a 1966 memorandum®*®, the Joint Chiefs _ 7
of Staff discussed the dlfficulty in recruilting quality B8
personnel for agent team operations. This fact, along with a 9
desire to deploy teams near the Chinese border, prompted the 10
reguest of the.Secretary of Defense to use Chinese agents on 11
teams in a raetlo of one to two members of another ethnic origin. i2
On 12 November 1966, the Deputy Secretary verbally dlsapproved 13
the concept after conferring with the State Department. The 14
pessible political repercussions assoclated with the use of 15
CHINATs 1n ground operatlons in North Vietnam was the overriding 16
consideration 1n the decision. 17
4, ) 1967 Developments 18

&, Development of EWOTS/STRATA Concept. The EWOTS conecept 19
was rirst proposed 1n 1965. The 1nitilal purpose of the teams 20
was te inflltrate the area between the 17th and 1%9th Parallel 21
in NVN to glve warning of a CHICOM build-up. This concept 22
was expanded 1n response to the need for expanded intelligence 23
collectlon effort in NVN as expressed by DIA. As finally 24
approved,***% the EWOTS/Roadwatch operations were authorized 25
south of the 20th Parallel on a priority basis with later 26

iPFSY History, MACSOG, “Annex M to MACV Command History 1966,"

p.5877 (SACSA)
LE bid., p.60.
1L Memo, CJCS to SECDEF, "CHINAT Agents for OPLAN 34A Teams

¢" 10 Nov 1966, (SACSA)
LLLL e Msg, CINCPAC, DTG 272139Z Oct 65.

TOP SECRET - SENSITIVE C-b=5 - Apnnex B to

Appendix C
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emphasls above the 20th parallel. The 4ask was to be
accomplished by adding specially tralned intelligence personnel
to existing teams as well as lntroducing new teams. It was
envisioned that the operation would include survelllance of
every major road from NVN inte Laos., The teams would be put

in place by hellcopters whenever feaslble. The Short-Term
Roadwatch and Target Acequisition (STRATA) team concept was
approved by the Joint Chiefs of Staff on 7 April 1967,% with

concurrence of the State Department.

Only two of elgnt long-term teams infiltrated

ST TV ~

" into tne area between 17°-19° Nortn latitude haa ™~ "
survived since 1964, **It was belived that the emphasis on
short stay time and mobility in the STRATA team trfining wqula
enable them to survive and to be successfully exflltrated.

The approved operatlonal area extended from the northern limit
of the DMZ2 to wlthin 50 miles of the CHICOM border and to a
depth of 50 nm from the Lao/NVN border. Initlal efforts were
to be concentrated in the area between the DMZ and 19°N
latitude {see Figure B-__}. IIn May 1967, the northern portion
of the DM2 was included in the operational area.##¥%_ STRATA
teams were to be composed of 5-15 indigenous perscnnel trans-
ported by USAF/RVNAF hellcopter to Laos or NVN and then over-
land to & base camp in NVN. Missions were to be 15-30 days.
On 31 August 1967, CINCPAC mpproved the first nine STRATA team
targets . #4ns

b. Objectlves Plans and Programs. CINCPAC's revised basilc

op-order of April 1967# was augmented by the follow-on cbjec-
tives plans and programs for FOOTBOY({C) published by MACSOG in
May 1967 for FY 1948. The concept of operations is somewhat
detalled, but 1s quoted here to illustrate the thinking of

MACSOG at that time on sgent team operations (TIMBERWORK(C)).

7
* ﬁg,gJCS DTG 0718042 Apr 67. (SACSA)

s 23 .a‘

— Wk Msg, JCS, DTG 241940% Hay &
lay 67 (SACSA
***; iSg, cmcmc DTG 3122157 g SJ)\CSA

Msg, CINCPAC, DTG 252340%- Apr 67, CSA
. J°Msg, JCS, DTG O71BO4Z Apr 67. (SACSA sf

TOP SECRET C-b-6 Annex B to
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{1)"Concept. Personnel indigenous to the area of intended
employment are recrulted and trained for employment in selected
operational areas located generally astrilde major LOC leadlng

f from Central NVN into Laos and in other critlcal areas as
regqulired. Agent teams infiltrated into areas in the west and
northwest develop resistance/guerrilla forces as &uthorized
among susceptlible tribal groups and exploit these forces to
conduct guerrilla warfare, intelligence, psychological and
EEE operations. Operations are cornaucted under the guise of
the Sacred Sword Patriots League (SSPL)}. Inflltration, rein-
foreement, resupply and recovery of personnel are principally
by air. In-place assets in Laos and NVN assist with inflltra-
tion and establlshment of initial contacts as feasible. Railds
and ambushes are used to interdict LOC, harass local NVHN
forces, and to draw the WA into 2 counterinsurgency role.
Controlled air strlkes are dlrected against signiflcant
targets and strike results reported. Intelligence collection

» tasks include river, rall, road and trall watch. Teams
expand potentlal resistance/guerrilla forces and extend
thelr areas of influence or control as the situation permits.
In the more closely controlled areas of the Delta and along
the coast, individual agents or small agent teams are
infiltrated to contact vulnerabvle groups, e.g., Catholies,
and establish resistance organizatlons to perform Intelligence
and psychologlcal operations functions, ... In all areas,
friendly evading personnel and NVN defectaors are secured and
evacuated when possible, All operations are conduced sc as
tc permit plausible denial by US/RVHN."*

(2) It was planned that the missilons for agent teams 1

18]

and STRATA teams would be conducted by 15 in-place agent

9]

teams, representing 100-150 agents, and 6-10 STRATA teams,

representing 150-200 agents.* &

(%]

¢. Diversion Operations. Diversion operations were initiated

h

in November 1967.

"In support of TIMBERWORK (C) guerrilla team operations, it
was planned to convince the enemy that there were more teams
inside NVN than actually exlsted. The goal of this program
was to-establish 18 notional teams by September 1968, "#¥

5. } 1968 Mission and Restriections. The mission of alrhorne T

(23]

operations in 1568 was stated as follows:

"The TIMBERWORK (C) program has the misslon of collecting
military intelligence through cross-border agent operations
and conductling diversionary agent operatlions designed to
deceive enemy security forces and dissipate thelr resources, "W

_ -

* Program, MACSOG, "FOOTBOY(C) FY 68 Program (C)," 10 May

9674 p.7-8.
'f/595%4; tory, MACS0G, "Annex G to MACY 1967 Command History,"
II 4-6, (SACSA)

) Histzry, MACSOG, "Annex F to MACV Command History 1968 (U),"
F-III-4-1.

C-b-7 Annex B to
Appendix C
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a. Types of Operatlons, 1968. Threestypes of operations

vere conducted in support of the misslon.

(1) Agent Team Operations. Agent team cperations functloned

as before with a primary responsibility for intellligence
collectlon and secondary responsibllity for target acquisi-
tion, E&E nets, early warning, selectlve harassment, psycho-
loglcal operations and assistance to downed asircrews.*®

{2) STRATA Operations. STRATA operations had been approved

in April 1967. Only two STRATA teams were infiltrated in
1967. Twenty-four (24) teams were infliltrated in 1968,

{3) Diversionary Operations, Diversionary operations were

concelved under the code name of FORAE in late 1967.
The obJectlives of these operations were:

",..to divert main force NVN resources to defense and
internal securlty, dlvert them away f{rom actual
clandestine operaticns, increase the straln on control
of the populace, create opportunitles for frliendly
psychological operation, exploltation, harass the

enemy 1in hls rear, and collect intelllgence where possible, m##®

b. Bombing Halt lLimitations, 1968

"Major significant changes in the TIMBERWORX program
in 1968 were caused by the April restriction on alr operations

north of 20°N, by a securlty assessment in June which evaluated
all the then 1n—p1ace teams as probably under NVN control,
and by the 1 November halt of air activities north of 17°N,"##

e

#* Tbl

TOP

) History, MACSQG, "Annex F to MACV Command History 1968 (U),"
F-III-U-1.
d. p. P-ITI-4-2, P-4,
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PART II. RESOURCES (U

A, (T GENERAL

Part II, Resources, descrlbes the organizatlion of the
Alrborne Section of S0G, facilitles available, and training con-
ducted at Camp Long Thanh and Forward Operating Base (FOB) Danang.
As 1in many other areas of MACSOG activities, detalled information
on the early organlzatlon and training withln the Alrborne Sectlon

1s not as complete as the records covering the later perlod of

} ORGANIZATION

The organizatlon for alrborne operations 1o 1967 1s déscribed in
the "Brownfield"®* report as being under MACS0G operations officer
(OP-30). OP-34 (Airborne Operations) was a staff element under

the operations officer that had the responsibllity for planning,
training, and employment and operational control of agents/agent

teams employed against NVN. The ailrborne cperations group included
the teams and agents and physical assets under the operational

control of

1. ) Diagram, A simplified organization dlagram for the

Alrbgfne Sectlion was as follows:

806

Oggfggions ,e—mem——~=Ztaflf Supervision

rborne
Section —_— e _Command
0P-34

1 —
L
Alrborne

Operations
Group

¥ (5] Report, MACJ-3, "Ad Hoe Evaluation Group Report,"” 14 Feb 1968,
/FIMBERWORK "(C), p.T. (SACSA)

[
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2. (T$) Co unterbart Crganlzation. The Strategic Technleal
Direcporate (STD), counterpart to SOG, was organized in a broad
sense much as SOG was organized. Group 68 of STD was the counter-

part of :25/ﬁi;borne Operations Group.

//? ) Functlon of the Organlzation. The planning and coordiga—
tion ‘of OP-34 in 1967 was described in the Brownfield report as
carrylng out the followlng functions

a. Recommended to CINCPAC and the Jolnt Chiefs of Staff
specific target areas for the employment of agents/agent teams.

b. Prepared concept of the operations.

¢, Coordlnated with other MACSOG staflf elements to obtain
area 1ntelllgence, EEI desires, logistical support for special
items of equipment, alriift support for infiltration, exfiltration
and resupply; establishment of bomb lines around team, radloc
frequencles, for ailr/ground communications, cryptographic
materizl, and Forward Air Control (FAC) aircraft,

d. Coordinated planning and mission execution with STD.

€. Coordinated with American Embassy Bangkok to obtain
diplomatie clearance to stage teams through Thalland when requires.

I'. Coordinated misslon with CAS through CAS technical adviscr
an the 0OP-34 starf,

€. Operational control of all teams was exercised by OP-34,*%

4, {pS) Reorganization - 1968. Operations commenced in 1968

with OP~34 divided into three branches® OP-344, agent team operatic-c;

OP-3UB, STRATA operations; and QP-34C, diversionaery operations.
The chief of OP-34 was also responsible for the FOB at Danang
(Monkey Mountain, FOB), the Jolnt Translation Center, Hanol (head-

—

and had staff supervision over Camp Long Thanh, On 18 November,

STRATA assets were passed to OP-35 for cross-border operations. In <ns

December reorganization of SO0G, Camp Long Thanh was designated as

the S50G tralining command and placed under a new training directorate

e
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of Ground Operations Studies Branch. The Airborne Studles Group
was redesignated OP=-36 and became a command directly responsible

to 30G, with headguarters in the Joint Translation Center.

MORI DocID:

on MACS0G staff. OP-3b became 'a staff sectlon with the title

reorganlzation took the cperational control of TIMBERWORK(C)

assets out of the hands of the staff {(formerly exercised by

OP-34) and placed it in the hands of 0P-36, one of several

ecommands under the new organization.® O0P-36 was then organized

as follows:

The

0oP-36
Agent Agent Ops Diversionary
. Teams Singleton Ops
EARTH ANGEL

c. (T RESQURCES AVAILABLE

The resources utilized by the Alrborne Sectlon in late 1967

was as Tollows®#*:

1. 3) Personnel

_. 2. US (OP-34)-(Included instructors) 13 officers; 33 enlisted

b. GWN (STD) (included instructors) - 28 officers; 26 enlisted

men; 403 edivilian,
¢. Long Term Agents =« nine teams, 54 agents.
d. STRATA Team Agents - 25,

2. ¢ Physical
a. Tralning faclllty Camp Long Thanh.

b. Staging area (isolated area) Black Rock.
¢. FOB Danang.

d. Seven safe houses {Saigon). The safe houses provided blllets

and training facilitles for the long-term agents/agent teams.

Houses were leased by USG or GVN. The houses appeared to be

elvillan residences with no visible connection with military

ITI-4-1. {SACSA)
968, TIMBERWORK(C), p.2. (SACSkK)

s MACS0G,"Annex F to MACV Command History 1968,°

) Report, MACJ-3, "Ad Hoc Evaluation Group Report," 14 Feb

f }Tﬁ! Eist?ry, MACS0G,"Annex F to MACYV Command History 1968,"
-— TT™ ' a2 r
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3. {U) Major Items of Equipment . 1

a. 210 Weapons (pilstols and rifles) 2

b, 199 pleces of radic equipment 3

c. 67 pieces of photographic equipment L

4, Offlce and miscellaneous equipment >

4, (U) vehicles S

a. One sedan 7

b. 16 1/h ton trucks &

¢. Three 1/2 ton trucks S

d. Seven 3/4 ton trucks 1
ght 2 1/2 ton trucks 12
D. AGENT CLEARANCES 1z
A procedure for processing clearances for proposed agents 1z
was set up wlthin S0G. The S0G Liaison Bureau and Securlty Sectlon 1-
was responsible for cheeking with local police, district chief, 1z
and Amerlcan sources and setting up a dossler of varlous completed 1z
forms on each agent. MACSQG Directive No. 604 (Series) contalned -
detailed procedures. 1z
E. ) AGENT PAY AND ALLOWANCES 1z
“ 1., (PS) Qgeneral. 'The amount of pay and method of payment =i
were 1mportant considerations 1n the ever present problems of 21
promoting good morale and motivatlon among agent personnel. A zz
summary of the baslc pay for the various agent categorles is z5
covered below. TFor more detzil on thls subject, see the "Standard =18
Operating Procedures for Airborne Operations Study Group" in the 25
SACSA rile. 2c
2. { Method of Payment. Personnel and pay records for agent =27
personnel were maintained by the counterpart organlzation (STD). gz
S0G Finance provided 5TD Finance a lump s&% each month from which 2%
agents were pald., A record of all agent pay was then furnished L
S0G. The individual agent received his pay through the STD case 3l
officer concerned. I1f an agent dld not deslgnate another person 3z

to recelve his pay while the agent was on a misslon, the case officer

deposited the pay in a savings account ol a reputable bank until

the agent returned to STD/S0G contral.
1

to recelve his pav while the arent was on a mission. the case officer

) SOP, Airborne Studies Group, 28 Mar 1969, p 14,31. (5#CSan)
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3. S) Pay Scales .

a. Base Pay. Base pay per month for all agent personnel,
civilian or military, was as follows:
{1) Team leader - 16,000% Vi
{(2) Assistant team leader - 1L,000% VN
{3) Team member - 12,000$% VN
b, Mission Pav. For short-term missions {10 days or less),
1,000% VN per day; for long-term misslons (over 10 days),
10,000% VN per month.

c, Military Differential Pay. The Vietnamese milltary

personnel recelved differential pay which equallzed their
total earnings with eclilvilian agents.®

d. Famlly Allowances. Agents who were head of a family

were authorized 600% VN per month for his wife and 400$ VN per
month for each child under 16.

e. Recrultment and Inducement Bonus. As set forth in the

MACS0G Civilian Personnel Manual, Part II,

f. Radlo Operator Bonus. A fully qualiifled team radlo operator

recelved a one-tlme bonus of 5,000§ VN,

g. Extraordinery Recognitlon Reward. As recommended by

Chlef, OP-36 for approval by Chlef SQOG/Director STD.

h, Prisoner of War Pay, Missing in Action Pay, Disability

Gratulty, Funeral Gratuity, Peath Cratuity., and Per Diem.

See SOP**for detalls.

1. Singletor Agent Pay. A speelal arrangement for singleton

pay and allowances was approved by S0G in 1969. A cne-time payment
was made to the agent upon his return from a misslon to SOG
contrel. No provislion was made for deE?ndent payments. Singleton
agents in tralning were quartered and fed by STD/SOG. In addition
to the base pay, singleton agents could be awarded a bonus up to
50,000% VN depending on the value of informatlon collected on

his mission. A summary follows:

SOP, Alrborne Studies Group, 28 Mar 1969, p. 14,31, {SACS3A)

) Ibjd., p.33-38, (SACSA)
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Base Pay - 100,000% VN (Maximum)‘
Family Allowance - None

Tet Bonus - Hone

Operational Pay - None -
POVM/MIA ~ None

Death Gratuity - None

erformance Bonus - 10,000$ VN (Maximum)#¥*

F. S) TRATMWING

%;/L? ) General. Training for agent team operations was conducted
at Camp Long Thanh, Monkey Mountein FOB, and in Sailgon safe houses.
As outlined earlier, Camp Long Thanh was under the direction of
OP-34 until December 1968.

a. Camp_Long Thanh. For detailled dilscussion of program of

instruction and problem areas, see & later section.

b. Monkey Mountmin. Monkey Mountaln FOB Danang was used

as an lsolation facllity and a launch polnt for reslistie field
training for long~term agent teams and, later,the STRATA teams.
¢, Safe Houses. The safe houses in Saigon were utilized

for training, bllleting, and messing long-term agent/ggent teams

and singleton agents. TFormelized training included- intelligence

collectlon, weapons, hand-to-hand combat, communications, first

ald and survival training. Teams were parachute tralned at

Camp Long Thanh; fleld exercises were conducted at Monkey

Mountain. The training cycle varied in length from two to

s1x menths depending on tralnees abllity and background and the

target date-for team deployment.

2. Recruiting. The problem of recruiting sultable perscnnel
as agents for alrborne operations plagued MACSOG from the beginning.
The follewling statement from the 1964 perzgd expressed a problem that

wWas never solved:

"ﬁ'ﬁ) Ib::ld.', P.14 (8AcC34)
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"Inability of STS to recrult h:igh guality individuals for agent
tralning has forced the deployment of mediocre teams,"¥

a. The initial plan for recrulting of agents was dlvided

Into three phases as shown below:

(1) Phase I

(a) Indirect Contact. Come in contact wlth representatives

of local area of recrultment for pre-~-lnvestigation,
ldentification, and collection of prelimlnary information
concernlng possible agents lor the program. Establish
the 1list of candldate agents,

(b) Desired Qualities. Good health, qualified for

Jump training. Aged between 21 and 35. Having no more than
two chlldren., Being not the main support of the famlly
or the only son. Evidence scught to guarantee anti-
communlst spirlt (e.g., havipng relative killed by Viet
Cong or belng ex-cadre of SVN government). Belng adventurous
people suech as: hunters, divers, woodcutters who are
familiar with hard life. Being of primary education level
or uvsual readers of dai}y newspapers.
(2) Phase II. Direct contact with candidate agent to
confirm foregoing poilnts. Candidate agent should volunteer
to comply with disclipline and withstand hardship in training
and on mission. Agent may go on mlssion in-border for a
rerliod of one or two years.
(3) Phase ITI, Case officer contact candldate agent
once more to be sure that he has fully understood and accepted
the conditions stated above.*®

b. 1966, No improvement., The continuing nature of recruiting

problems was emphasized by the following statement:

"During the year, it became increasingly difflcult to
recrult agents selectively for OPLAN 34A Alrborne Teams. The

difflculty principally stems from a general scarclty of qualifted

indigenous perscnnel, the competition for high caliber
indivliduals posed by the Vletnamese clvillan economy, and the
huge drainage of manpower for military service. Desertion
among agent tralnees continued to be a problem, and has had an

adverse effect on the ability to maintain team unity. The AVWOL/

l,/”

p

57y

o) History, MACSOG, “Annex A to MACV Command History 1964,"
19,21. (SACSA)

Ib g > p. II-F=2,3. (SACSA) |
verse eflect on the abllity to malntain team unity. The AWOL/

4
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desertion rate among zgent trainees dncreased frcr eight
percent during March to 21 percent in May. This, ccurled
with the lag in the recrulting during that period, cur:tail
the formation of neu teams,; vhich in turn resultec In 2
slippage 1n the 15 Month Deployment Program. Some cl the
agent recrults scon beczme dlsenchanted with the prozpect of

operating as lntelligernce agents in NVN. Further cc-oounding

the situation 1s the nard fact that thus far none ol <he

attempts to brang OPLfL 344 Alrborne Teams out of 7720 has been

suceessful. In an effort to improve the recruiting and

retention programs, the Alrborne Operatlons Section coora-

inated with STS (RVN counterpart organization) to lncrease

agents! pay and allowances, provlide genercus provisions for

survivors benellts and disability pay, lmprove the cuarters

and training facllities, issue better clothing and eguipment,

and place greater emphasis on motivational lndoectrinztion.

Further, a research proposal was submitted to the Advanced

Research Projects Agency for a soclo-psychological study or

Indochinese ethnolingulstic groups to develop diagnostle/

aptitude tests or screening devices, If successfully developed,

these should make possible a rapid and reliable ldentiflcation

of such groups which present a high risk of belng psychologleally

ineffective as intelligence agenis or operatives. rddition-

ally, some success has been achleved in recrulting prospective

agents 1In Laos. Hopefully, thilis recruiting effort ray bhe N

¢, Ethnolingulstlc Study. The Ethnolinguistlic Study referred

(=]

to above was awarded to the American Instltute for Research, 2
Pittsburgh, in June of 1967. The original cost estimate for the 3
study was $200,000; however, followlhg a prelimlnary survey by a L
researcn team for the company, a new expanded study at a cost 5
of $832,000 was proposed. WNelther MACV nor CINCPAC feli that g
the potential value of the study was worth the high cost. 7
CINCPAC cancelled the project in Pebruary 1968.%* (4 copy of g
the research proposal, June 1967, is available in the SACSA files.) =
d, Recruiting Procedures - 1967-1968 bEe
{1) Sources. Agents were recrulted from refugee centers 11
in Laos and South Vietnam, from military units, POV camps, 12
Chlien Hol centers, and from prisoners captured in the maritime =2
operations. The responsibility for identifying and recrulting e

\n

candldates was assigned to STD Group 68. One STD officer was on <+

th

permanent duty in Laos, but recrultment of personnel Irom 1mb

b1

area withi the basic quelifications regquired to develep ~

1
in

reliable and efficlent agents was unsatisfactory.®®®

History,uMACSOG, "Airborne Operations," 1966 MACV Commznd

T p. THd.

$&, CINCPAC, DTG 070403Z Feb 68. (SACSA)

Report, MACJ~3, “Ad Hoc Evaluation Group Report," 14 Feb 1968,
IMBERWORK(C), p.9. (SACSA) -
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(2) Processing. A Personnel Record Questlonnalre and a

(v

’
Name Trace Request Was prepared on each prospective agent

(3]

to facllitate a security check through the Vietnamese

i

Jational Pollce, the Amerlcan Embassy, and the MACV

L8]]

securlty section. Processing through these agencles

h

took from two to four weeks and ldentifled prospective

'

Iagents who had a criminal, former agent, VC suspect or

m =]

undesirable record. In additlon, operational personnel

had a physiecal examination by the SOG surgeon and were subjected, =

conditions permitting, to a polygraph test.® i
e. Recruiting Problems - 1967-1968 il
(1) 1967 1z

"As 1n previous years, the interrelated problems of
recrulting and retention continued during 1957. By becoming
more selectlve, SOG accepted a temporary reduction in the
input of new personnel. However, all operational needs
were met from agents already on hand or obtalned, in
small numbers, during the year. The stress of selectivity
was intended to produce agent trainees who were highly
motivated, therefore, more easlly retalned, and who were
more capable of accomplishing difficult and hazardous
misslons assigned to them. Whether or not the new system
of recrulting established at the end of 1967 would solve
the basic problems of personnel selectlion would be answered
in the followlng yesar."##¥

(2) 1968 Agent Teams. In-country recruiting was limited to 13

ten agentsr two singleton agents and one eight-man strategle
intelligence team that was not deployed to NVN before the 15

November restrictions. 1z

"Third-country recruiting /also7 proved unsatisfactory
during 1968. The principal effort], in Laos, resulted in
recruitment of personnel unsuitable for duty as agents
for a varlety of reasons, principally health and lack of
ability to be trained as intelligence agents. In addition,
the program was lound to be compromised and monitored by
the NVN Embassy; and was therefore discontinued in
September "% #

(3) 1968 STRATA Teams, STRATA recruiting efforts in early 17
and mid-1968 were sporadic and unrewarding, partially due 18
te the director of STD personlly turning down the majoritw 15
of the appliecants as belng too yound or unexperlenced. Those 53

_

}/}ES) S0P, Airborne Studies Group, 28 March 1969, p.42 (SACSA).
’;msf/ﬂistﬁryé MACSOG, "Annex G to MACV Command History 1967,"
“p IT-4=2 27.
t/;z ) Hlstor hACSOG, “Annex F to MACV 1958 Command History™
P

:;E;;r - .
TOP sgg C-b-17 Annex B to

Avpendix ¢
g(.‘/III 4—26 27. "
*** ;2 History, MACS0G, "Annex F to MACY 1968 Command History’
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personnel who dld enter training were predominantly
deserters from CIDG forces. Toward the latter part of
the year, a sustained effort was undertaken to recruit
from the military. ARVN offlcers ana NCOs began to enter
training in larger numbers. STD remailned responsible -
for spotting and recrulting throughout the year and
quality of the STRATA recruit showed definlte signs of
improvement until the 1 November bombing halt, *

{4y 1968 Diversionary Operatlons

(a) "Project URGENCY(C) recruiting was accomplished
through HUMIDOR(C) SSPL assets on DODO Island solely
by SID. More intelligent NVN flshermen were approached
in such a manner that they would not be suspected by
other fishermen. Those fishermen suspected of belng
penetrators, NVN cadre or 1n other ways not cooperative,
were unwittingly recrulted for pseudo-agent misslons
and secretly impllcated as agents.

{b} "Pro)ect BORDEN(C) recrulting was done by US
personnel from only US division level detentlon
facilities to allow speedy collectlon and aveld com-
promise. Authority to collect detalnees from normal
detainee channels was obtalned from MACV J2...
Detalnees were selected based on four criterla: NVA,
healthy, literate, and cooperative. VC were included
for the first time in Group 98 which was collected and
and. trained in December."a#

3y Training - Camp Long Thanh

a. History. The alrborne operations training center was

officlally named Quat Thang Camp; the Amerlcans called 1t camp

Long Thanh. The air strip and road network were puilt py the

&
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Japanese 1in 1943. In March 1963, the RVNAF Nigh Comrznd
assumed control of Camp Long Thanh froﬁ Binh Hoa Sector.

The camp at that time had seven companies of elvillan cormzas-
ants. Two nev programs were inltiated at Camp Long Thanh

with a 12 man Speclal Forces “"A"™ Team plus a Tour man
augmentation acting as cadre. The two programs were the
Combined Milltary Operations Studies (MOS) and Combined Externza]
Operations Studles (ECS), MOS tralned four Ranger companies
for cross-border operations. EOS tralned agent teams for
employment in North Vietnam. 3Initially, groups of s51x to elght
agents were trained in Salgon safe houses. When a program of
instruction (PO1) was developed at Camp Long Thanh, agents vere
trainéd there in groups of 30-40 men. During February 1964,

a Special Forces "A"™ Team, augmented with four men and commanaed

by Captain Kelly, arrived.
Captzin
Cutolo supervised a crash constructlon program to bring the
training and security facllitles up to a level to meet reguire-
ments. By the end of 1964, the cawp was capable of housing and
instructing 250 civilian volunteer students.®

b. Original Syliabus. The 1964 syllabus was aivided into taree
phases.

{1} Phase I was scheduled for a total of seven weeks of
introductory Instruction in the fields of communications,
medlcal, weapons, psychologlcal operatlons, and three weess
of haslc alrborne training. Students who dld not neet rmininum
standards were dropped from the program.

(2) Phase II was a period of four weeks devoted to
speclalization in one of the general subjects covered in
Phase I.

(3) Pthe IIT was a four-week schedule devoted to field
exercises designed ¢o expose students to all facets of

previcus training.®*

istory, ."ACSOG, "Annex A to MACV Command History 196&,"
;p =16 (SACSA).
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c. 1965 Organization. The US advisors were organized along -

functlonal lines with S1, S2, 83 and S4 sections. There was -
also an organlzatlon of training commlttees teo handle the
varlous supjects presented, These subjects were- -
(1) Intelligence/psychological operations ) =z
(2) Map Reading, land Navigatlon and Survival -
(3) Taecties -
(4) Demolition z
(5) Weapons z
(6} Air Operations -
(7) Medical -:
This "Program of Instructlon" was designed to take approximately o
21 weeks and included a leadership evaluatlon program desligned g

to assist in the future selectlion of team leaders.® =

d. 1967 Revision. The syllabus was revised in 1967 into

i
AR

iy

three major areas: (1) field operation:; (2) special techniques; and -

(3) special sublects., Emphasis was placed on developing

the first STRATA teams. The number of US perscnnel {advisors)

1=t
U

varied over the year from a low of 18 in June to a high of

1

1}

42 in January. The VN cadre at the camp ranged between 46 and

n
I

60 over the year.®#

18]
(1]

e. 1968 Review

h
tii

{1) General. The trailning of ail OP-34 teams (mainly

L}

STRATA teams) and singleton agents continued to be conducted

primarily at Camp Long Thanh, Fleld tralning was conducted

ny
%)

n
"y

near Camp Long Thanh and in the vicinlties of Dalat and Danang

(Monkey Mountain FOB area). The syllabus for team trainling

ny

n
(n

was based on a program of instruction developed by the

senlor advisor, Camp Long Thanh (SALT), based on guldance

ny
0

from Chief OP~3h4. (Singleton agent tralning was based on a

=

History, MACBOG, "Annex N to MACV Command Hlstory 1965,"
f. IIA-D-1-14. (SACSA)
s ( History, MACLOG, "Annex G to MACV Command History 1967,"

[¥1)

. @ ITI-4-E-2-2. (SACSA)
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specific syllabus developed by case officers geared toward

the needs of the agent and his miss{on.) All trainlng included
intelligence collectlion techniques, observaticn, target
analysis, elicltatlion technlques, rveporting, operatlonal
security, cover and subjects rglating to Infiltration and
exflltration,*

{2} Instructors and Syliabus. The US advisors at Camp Long

Thanh averaged 30 in number during 1968. They were organized
funetionally into sections: S=1, 8-2, S-3, S-4. There
was also an organization of ftralning committees with US advisors
asslgned., The commlttees were:*#
(a) Fleld Operations
1. Weapons
2. Intelligence
3. Tactles
(b) Special Technlques
1. Medleal
2. Communications
3. Demolitions
4. Psychecleglcal QOperatlons
{(c) Special Subjects
1. Basie Airborne Course
2. River Crossing
3. Skyhook
M. Message Pickup
The average strength of the VN instructor cadre during 1968 was
approximately 30-

(3) Long-Term Teams Tralned

(a) Team VANG's four members-had originally been the
Vietnamese members of Team NANSEN. Team NANSEN exfiltrated

into Laos in May 1967; Team Vang commenced refresher

: 2@5; Historical Summary, Alrborne Studles Group, “S0G Annual
His ical Summary,"” 5 Jan 69, p. 80. (BSACSA}
*e ) Ipid., p. 106-107.
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training as a new team in January 1968. In May 1968,

=

1t was declded by SOG ntelligence that the locatlon

Ny

proposed as an operating area for VANG was not sultable

[

for black team operatlons. —Subseguently, the team was -

turned over to the STRATA program for one mission. After

(8]}

the STRATA misslon the team resigned. ¥

ot

(b) Team QUA was a slx-man team recrulted in Laos. 7
Two members were glven partial tralning as radlo opera- 8
tors, but dld not return after requesting emergency g
leave in May 1968, The other four members were tralned 1z
for three months but were deélared physically unfit and 1
returned to Laos in September 1968,% 1z

(c) Team AXE was a team of five NVN Thai Dam and two =z
VN radio operators. The team was tralned in early 196§ il
and transferred to the STRATA program after the 1 April 15
bombing restriction. Three members were lost on misslons 1s
and the others were separated from the program because of 17
poor heslth and resignations,®*® 1£

{d) RED DRAGON ALFHA was planned as a two-man reinforce- 1%

ment element for Team RED DRAGON. The two men were turned a2l
over to the STRATA program and subsequently lost on a 21
misslon in NVN.®* 2z

(¢) Team 915 was a nine-man team composed of ethnic 23
North Vietnamese that commenced training in October 1968. 2L
Its first mission was not until 1969. This team along 25
with 919, which commenced training in early 1969, were 25
retalned under the operational control of the Alrborne ' 27
Studies Group.¥** 28

-

ny
Q)

(f) STRATA team basic training-was condueted at Camp

W
Q

Long Thanh, #¥#

L 2
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{g) BORPEHN agents, part of the diversionary program 1

(FORAE(GY), Were trained in an exclusion area of Camp z

La

Long Thanh 1n two phases. The first phase, from

10-21 days, included processing, screenlng, and orientation. L

\n

The obJect of this phase was to assess the potential
agents, screen out unsultable candidates, and galn the

cooperation of those retained in training. The training

m N G

in the phase emphasized orlentation in™
"...the objectives of the project, the freedom
and prosperity to be gained in the RVN, and many other
ldealoglical themes such as the resistance of the
Vietnamese people to domination, the necessity for
free world forces in South Vietnam, what communism
means to Vietnam, the Chieu Hol program and other
subjects deslgned to gain the students cooperation.
. » «Throughout thls phase, unsultable candidates viere
returned to normal unit detention facllitles but
were utllized to spread speclfic project information
among other detalnees. This information magnified
the slze and success of the project and was expected
to reach NVN securlity elements and cause a countering
reaction. The second phase was from 7 to 14 days and
included basic agent and mission training. Basle
training was composed of security, reporting, navigation,
inducling defection through use of an ultraviolet
secret Chieu Hol mark, infiltration technlgues
(nellcopter or parachute), rewards, and oblligations
Mission training included specific tasks, cover,
documentatlon, and other special subjects as needed
{communication, use of dead drops, etc.). All tralning
was kept i1solated from other SOG cperations. Basie
training and all but specific tasks of misslaon training
were conducted in groups to purposely compromise the
agents among themselves. They vwere normally utiligzed
as singletons, where possible, to obtain the maximum
effect. Inducing defectlion by marking potential
defectors with UV paste that they were told was a secrat
Chieu Hol pass was their primary mission. Collection
of intelllgence was secondary. Exfiltration, unless
specifically planned otherwise, was by defecting agaln
to free world forces.m#

f. Current Program - Camp Long Thanh 9
10

(1) Camp Long Thanh became the SOG training command

{OP~38, Trailning Study Group) under the stafl cognizance of 11

OP-30 (Operations Training and Studies) in late 1968. Commencing 1€

in the fall of 1968, for the first time, team leaders and 13

/
¥ (%87 161d., F. BT,
A ’
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Special Commande Unit {SCU) personnel from the cross-border

operations were tralned” at Camp Long Thanh. Formerly, this 2
training hed been conducted at the Command and Centrol Centers. 3
Camp Long Thanh had concentrated on training long-term agent, 4
teams, STRATA team, and singleton agent personnel. 5
(2) A Special Forces B Detachment with seven officers and 6

24 enlisted assigned provided the guldance to VN counterparts 7
who actually conducted the training. The operating cost of the 8
. _camp was approximately cne million dollars a year. _ 9
(3) Pigure B-l shows the number of students trained and 1<
the cost of training each student at Camp Long Thanh over 11
a four~year period. 1z
{4) Pigure B-2 is a summary of Camp Long Thanh training 13
information including an ethnlc breakdown and the AWOL rate, L
(5) Figure B-3 13 a list of the courses offered at 1=
Camp Long Thanh in mid-1969. 1€
(6) Figure B~I 18 a diagram of the organization and 17
command relationships in the summer of 1969. 1B
(7) The back-up flle for this Annex in SACSA has coples 1g

of the Program of Instruction for the Camp Long Thanh courses 22
being given in 1969. Photographs of the camp and various 21
ethniec groups in tralning are also in the file. 22
g. Camp Long Thanh Problem Areas. The significant problems 23
encountered by the SALT over the years are_catalogeé—below: 2L
(1) 1964 25

TOP SECRET C-b-23 Annex B to
Appendix C
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FIGURE B-1
B CAMP LONG THANH DENT ccqwmq af
ASED ON AN AVERAGE UPERATIONAL EXPENDITURE oF $37.500.00 PER MONTH)
COST OF TRAINING
YEAR STUDENT OQUTPUT EACH STURENT
1966 746 $ 603,00
1967 66 6.818.00
1968 353 1,27%.00
1969 (1 van - 30 Jun) 868 259,00

A/ RECENT PAY RAISES

n><m mommqmu q:m><mx>mm zczq:rm mmvmzcchxmm omnpzvrozmax>z:
TO >nnnoxnz>qmwm m 0,000,00 pErR MONTH AS oF JuLy 1969, ESTIMATED TOTAL LOST FOR
FPHYSICAL YEAR 1969 1s:

Ja Ty o 68 = 250000
SUB TOTAL $464,000

L ALL OUTSIDE SUPPORT - LOGISTI- 500,000
‘ CAL. MAINTENANCE, CONSTRUCTION,
ETC.

TOTAL ror FY 1969 $964,000

C-b-2l
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FIGURE B-2 (T
CAMP LONG THANH TRAINING SUMMARY
Ave, Ave.
Year Ave, No Teams Ave. Ethnic Student AWOL
in Training Breakdown Strength Rate/Mo. Remarks
1964 15 Not Avall. 192 Not Avall,
1565 15 VN-.9 191 12
Muong-1
Nung-1
Thai-2
Thu-2
1966 10 VN=1 Y, 138 3.6
COmb-HE/
Dual-2&
1967 8 V=4 / 93 .7 April-
Comb-12 STRATA
Dual-3&/ Training
Commenced
1968 b VHN-2 65 NA
Cambedian-2

a/ Comb - More than two ethnic groups, e.g., (NN, Tho, Thai,

Nung, ete.)

Duzl - VN+one other ethnic group 1n most cases.

teams of Tho/Nung and Nung/Mung.

TQP SECRET

\
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FIGURE B-3 (
TRAINING ACTIVITIES - 1969
CAMP LONG THANH
Courses Length
US Reconnaissance Team Leaders Scheol 17 Days
Vietnamese Reconnalssance Team Leaders School 17 Days
Special Commando Unit Baslc Tralilning 5 VWeeks
US Exploitation Force (Leaders School) 2 1/2 Weeks
Vietnamese CW Communications 16 Weeks
Vietnamese Reconnaissance Team Member 1 Week
Medical Course
US Baslc Alrborne Course 3 Weeks
US Airborne Refresher 1 Day
Vietnamese Basic Airborne Course 3 Weeks
Special Jump Techniques (Ex. Tree Jumping) 2 Weeks
Vietnamese Basic Agent/Long Range Training 8 Weeks
(STRATA) )
Vietnamese Specialized Agent Training {STRATA 2 Weeks

Advanced Course)
|

Civilian Irregular Defense Group Basie Training 2 Weeks

TOP RET C-b-26 Annex B to
Appendax C
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(&) Inabiilty of STS to recruit high quality individuals
‘ for agents trainaing forced the deployment of mediocre teams.
(v) Agents were not isolated after they had commenced
training. BSeveral teams who -had actual mission
brlefings had been allowed to go on leave immediately
after their missions aborted.
(e} Vi;t Cong had a large intelligence network. They,
in spite\of security checks, probaonly had sples among
' the agents, cadre, securlty battalion, and civilian workers

at Long Thanh.

i

2

3

4

3

&

2

8

9
10
(d) camp Long Thanh was in an active VC area. c?nsiderable i1
effort was required to maintain local physical security. 12
{e) Copmunicatiéns with Long Thanh during critical mission 13
pericds was sthEﬁF to compromise. 14
(f) Several agent teams had been captured .n DRV. From s
radic Hanol reports and International Control Commissipn 16

(ICC) publications, it 1s evident that DRV had a good working 17

knowledge of Long Thanh operatlons.# 18
(g) Discipline 2

1. The discipline of the students at Camp Long Thanh 2

was poor. Contributing factors were ' 21

& False recruitlng promises which led students 22

to expect preferentlal treatment. 23
... b Belief of\the cadre and STS that civilian students 24
could not be subjected to millitary discipline\evﬁp 2

jgt v contracts state that they were. 26

) :_;i;; c Fear of sopge members of the ARVN cadreg to 27
) discipline students. 8

% 29,

4 Reluctance of STS to discard poor students.

sStory, S0G, "Annex A to MACV Command History,
1964" (SACSA) ' .

TOP SEQRET/ C-b-28 Annex B to
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Torscé
Fl

e Lack of close supervision caused the
the students to fend for themselves i1n order %o
settle problems. The students belleve that
had a right to collective bargaining with the
cadre,

f Fallure to enforce exlstlng regulations and
and punlshments.

g Belief that the agents wer% all go1ng to dig
anyway has caused the agents and some of the cadre
to believe that the agents should enjoy themselves
while they .had the opportunity.

h Trained teams after walting for months for
deployment often become stale and hard to handle.

i Recruiting of indivisuals who had questionable
reputations in thelr home communitles brought

known discipline problems to Camp Long Thanh

J Agent leaders held popularity {(with the students)

over mission accomplisnment.
2 The followlng actlons vere instituted to

improve the discipline:

Ito

Set and enforce standard punishments.

o

b Development of procedure to draft unacceptable
students in the Army upon expulsion from the agent
program.

¢ A pre-course basic training period to identify
and eliminate individuals of poor potentilal.

4 Assignment of one cadre sergeant per barracks
to control the students dE‘well as handle their
problems.

e US and ARVN cadre  were required to set the
example with appropriate dress and bearing.

I Attempts  were made to raise recruiting
standards. Individuals with good service experience

were preferred

¥-[P%) History, MACSOG, PAnnex A to MACV Command History 1960,°"
~p. I1-19<22

standards. Individuvals with good service experience

-

TOP _&=CRET C-b-29 Leva T -
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(2) 1965 *

rl -

(a) Stratigic Technical Service (STS). The 3TS organization z

for Camp Long Thanh did not provide enough depth in instructor 3
personnel, and in some cases, sele of the Vilietnamese Instructors L
were not qualified. Through ¢lose coordination between SALT and 3

the Vietnamese Camp Commander, requests went forward

[42

through both US and Vietnamese channels for additlonal qualifiea 7T
instructors. Those Ilnstructors who were not qualified to instruct Z
were placed in Assistant Instructor slots in order tc al.ow ¢
them to learn theilr subjects. 12

(b) Discipline, Throughout 1965 the program was continually 11
hampered by the lack of discipline among the students. In the 1z
past, the Camp Commander did not have sufficient power to 13

properly handle the cases of students wno had committed offenses, 1t

and a2lso the students status was that of a ecivilian, Action i5

- Was, taken to correct thls defleclency by settlng up a new 16
list of oIfenses with appropriate punishment whieh the Camp 17
Commander could envoke &t his level, and slsd C(hief OP-34 18

T “prepared & legal agreement which students could ’ 13
understand and sign before entering the program. The document 20

_ speélled out the powers of the Camp } . 21
Commander, and punishment which could applied for varilous 22
offenses. 23
(c) Interpreter Procurement and Retention 24

l. The rapid bulld-up of US Forces in Vietnam resulted 25

in an acute shortage of interpreters, and interpreter 26

ny
=1

procurement became highly competitive. Although MACS0G

interpreter pay scales compared favPrably_y;th other agencles 232
Tew competent int;rpreters would_;snsider employment at 23
Camp Long Thanh due to the unattractive location and demandlng 2<
duty requlrements: 31
2. All interpreters utilized by this activity were clv- 3z

ilians, and as such they recelved no government recognitlon 33

or credlt toward thelr service obligatlion for duties per- 3L
formed regardless of how ardous or hazardous they may have 5
been. Consenuentlv. manvy were understandablv reluctant to 22
or _credif_toward thelr service obllgatlon for duties per- 3t

m=ar oA nrm Tarl 2N e
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work in locatlons where they would hate been subjected to
enemy flre or particlpate in hazardous operational or %train-
ing missions. The problem ls particularly acute in the recon
teams of the 35A program. SO0G 15 aware of this problem and
a search for qualified interpreters is constantly being con-
ducted.
(d) Procurement and Retention of Civilian Irregular De-
fense Group (CIDG) Personnel
Due to inflatlcnary trends in the Vietnamese economy
CIDG pay scales were no longer adequate to atiract person-
nel, and recrulting efforts in the last months of 1965 were
almost complete fallure. Due to attrition and desertions,
the Security Battalion was reduced to 70% of authdrized
strength. CIDG personnel were able to obtein employment as
guards with other units and installations in the Saigon ares
With comparable pay and without the risks and dlscomforts of
the Security Bsttalion. A recruiltment program 1s continually
being conducted to enlist personnel In the CIDG ranks.
{(e) Alr Support
Lack of air support in some instances caused a de-
c¢line in tralning. Tralning was plenned on numerous cccaslons
which required infiltration and exfiltration by H-34 hellcop-
ter. In many cases, information would be received the day
prior to scheduled training that a requested H-34 helicopter
was not avallable, thereby hindering an important phase of
training. Lack of $-123 alreraft at the required times greatly
hindered the tralning of CP 34A students. Time and again the
cancelling of sircraft on the day 1t was scheduled caused
rapid revamping of scheduled training.’
(3) 2967
(a} Alr Support
On numerous occaslons throughout the yeer air trans-
portatlion or resu.pply wes planned for an operation and was not
avellable at the time needed. This resulted in unreslistic

actlvities conducted for students who expected to infTiltrate
under‘:ii;;stic conditions in hecetile areas. The

—-— mm e m e mmm e raed  mmem e e weem g m—me —mam [
Ak add At A was el o venn mTlAamand Ome o
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many occaslons that alilr support was planned resulted 1n plans 1

made and then cancelled which caused serious deflation of 2
student morale after being told that they would get all the 3

support they needed. - L

(b) Discipline 5

{a) Students continued to go AWOL throughout the year. &

Tne Camp Commander attempted to solve the problem by 7
confining students who _Went AWOL to a makeshift jail. WNo 8

apparent success resulted through tnese meusuxes g
{b) The majority of the problems stemmed’ ﬁ;om th_fact\ 10

that the students were civilians who were never exposed to 11
real military discipline. A secondary reason for the high 1z
AWOL rate was the lack of a specific program of instruction 13
and activities. The students became bored with constant re- 14
refresher tralning. ¥ oo ot T 15
T - ' 16
(4) 1958 17
(a) The inabllity to get air support for training on numerous 18
occaslens throughout the yegr has & serlous affect on student 19
morale and training realism. 20
(b) Discipline. 3Students continued to go AWOL or quit just 21
prior to going on actual operations throughout the year. The 22
principal reasons were: 23
1. Most students were civilians who were not accustomed to 2k
military discipline. T 25

2. The students did not sign a contract which would obllgate 27

them to serve for a length of time or participate in operationalZ27

missions. . 28
3. Student screening by STD WAS  toc harsh at times 29
and too liberal at others. 30

i

S) st Ty, MACS0G, "Annex G to MACV Command History 19b7,
G IT ~27, 28 (SACSA).

‘TQP SECRET C-b-32 Annex B to
Appenaix C
|
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-0 G Iii;rk’ii, 28 (SACSA).
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4. Students die not have & drAST exempt status. S:z-

m
=

‘ were picked for the draft while on pass or leave. 2
{c) VN Cadre person-zel were not able teo instruct in an; 3

area except thelr specialty. * — 4

4,(T STRATA Team Training - 1968. "Training of STRATA teans, 5
after completlon of the basiec course at CLT, and once operationzlly &
ready and transferred to Monkey Mountain FOB (MMFOB), Danang, oecaca 7
the responsibllity of the MMFOB Commander and hls VN counterpart. 8
During the summer (SW Monsoon) months when STRATA insertlons were g
at their helght, training at Danang consisted primarlly of speciflc 1o
pre-misslion and refresher training. During the last quarter of the 11
year, when first the NE Monsoon and then the bombing hault slowed 12
and then stopped milssions in NVN, MMFOB tralning was characterized 13
by a serles of fileld training exercises in the Dalat area of RVK 14
with the purpose of: (a) improving the teams' efficlency in communi- 15

cations, land navigation, reporting, and forward air gulde proceaures, 16

{b) maintaining the teams' operational readiness, and (c¢) preparing 17
the teams' for commltment 1n the Prairlie Fire/Daniel Boone areas in 18
the event operations in NVN continued to be prohibited." ## 19

G, (BS) COMMUNICATIONS 20

— Short term teams (STRATA) communicated directly 23

wlth FOB. Danang using the SSB HF radio or via an airborne relay using 24
AW/PRC-25 radios. *® 25

Historical Summary, Alrborne Studiles Group, "SOG Annual Eistorical

Su y" 5 Jan 69, p 115,116, (SACSA)

. } ibid. p 82,
TOP SFCRET . G-b-33- . . Annex B t=
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2, (T RESUPPLY COMMUNICATIONS.

MORI DocliID:

Proper communlcatlons

wlth/active agent teams, Just prlor to resupply, was partlcularly

important. A message of intent to resupply was sent to the team
to the misslon belng conducted.
10 days prior /During the day that resupply was expected to be

aceomplished, a speclal broadcast (contact) schedule was for-
warded -The teams received this schedule seven days

pricr to resupply. On the day of resupply the appropriate

team was notified from one to three hours prior that the air-

craft was on its way or had to cancel. ¥*#

<«

* ) Report, "ACI3, "AD HOC Evaluation Groun Renort." 14 Feh 1965,

~Timberwork (c¢) p 4 (SACSA}.

Ry
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® iy, Airborne Studles Group, 25 March 1969, p 18 (SACSA).
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PART III. OPERATIONS ,(U) 1
¥ |

A. (¥5) INTRODUCTION 2
Adrborne operatlons are presented in the paragraphs that follow 3

by the various programs that were co;Erolled by the Alrborne Sectlon 4
of S0G: Long-Term Agent Teams, STRATA Teams, Singleton Agents, >
and Diversionary Operations, Thils presentation will be chronological 6
in a sense because until 1968 the Long-Term Agent Program represented 7
essentially the entire alrborne effort. (The first two STRATA 8
teams weré infiltrated in late 1967.) 9
B. (2$) BACKGROUND 10
11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

GENERAL CONDUCT OF OPERATIONS 19
Initlally, agent teams were infiltrated by parachute Irom 20
the C-123 fixed aircraft or put ashore by boat. (ARES was infiltrated 21
by boat in 1961,) 22
23

24

25

26

27

29

29

-

¥ ) History, MACS0G, "Annex A to MACV Command History, 1964,"
~p. TI-9. (SACSA).
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i

1 K
The capabllity teo 2
nr vhe rulton Recovery System (see Alr 3
Operations, Annex C, for description) or by helicopter was | L
avallable, but there was not to be a successful exfiltration by g
elther of these wethods of a long-term agent team.® 6
1. (T8) Mission. Teams Were given physical destruction missions i
(earlier teams), intelligence collectlon misslons, and/or psychologieal 8
: mlssfons (later)., The PSYOP material provided in resupply packets 9
conslsted of leaflets and posters wlth the Sacred Sword Patrlots! 10
League (SSPL) theme for distribution along tralls and other places 11
where the populace might plek 1t up. Also included were hogus 12
packets of materlal purportedly from Red China which gave Mao's 13
thoughts about establishing Red Guard movements and other activi- 14
ties counter to the interests of North Vietnam.® 15
2, (rs) Exfiltration. It was not lntended that long-term agent 16
teams would remain in NVN for an indefinite period. Of the many 17
attempts to exflltrate, none were successful. Team NANSEN was 18
exfiltrated by helicopter from & friendly area in Laos; however, 19
the team had not reached 1ts assigned area in NVN and was not 20
considered a reporting team, Exfiltration by elther helicopter or 21
Fulton Recovery System was avallable, but fear or lack of desire 22

Tor exfiltration or operational difficulties thwarted every effort.¥* 23

3. (T8) Resurply. Aerial resupply missions were flewn in -1 |
the earlier years by C=-123/C-130 aircraft. With the build up of 25
enemy alr defenses in NVN, an increasing number of resupply missions 26
were flown by FU4 and Al alreraft. (In 1966, C-123/C-130s were 27
scheduled for twice as many resupply missigns as F-4/A1 alrecraft. 28
The situation was reversed the next year,1957.) When the long-term 29
teams were infiltrated, they had an initial supply of provisions. 30
The ideal resupply schedule was based on four drops per year, with 3

cost of supplylng one agent in NVN for one year estimated at $2,500.%#% 32

/
¥ ) Report, MACJ3, "Ad Hoc Evaluation Group Report," 14 Feb 1968
»féiﬁa RWORK(C), p. 5-6. {SACSA) ? ’
Ea Ibig«; P. 12.
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D, } LONG=TERM AGEUT TEAM OPERATIONS
.

’ 1.,g$gf/ggerations = 1964, S0G inherited 23 agents assigned to

five in~place teams; ARES, BELL, EASY, REMUS, and TOURBILLON.
One new team, EAGLE, was successfully infiltrated durlng the
year. There were 13 successful resupply missions flown out of 55
scheduled; 21 were aborted. (See Figure CB-6.)
“The in-place teams destroyed three bridges, conducted one
ambush, and recrulted two indigenous agents. Sixty-two (62)

agents emplaced by SOG/CAS were alive at years-end, 58 were
lost during the year."*

(Figure B-5 includes a summary of team historles through 1964.)

a. Team Locatlons — 1964. Filgure CB-7 shows the locations

of the six in-place teams and Iinfiltration polnts of the
five captured teams during 1964.

b, New Developments - 1964

"In the spring of 1964, methods of improving drop techniques
were reviewed so that an all-weather, all-month schedule could

be maintalned., Foor weather conditions and light of meoon
requirements were holding the in-place teams' program at an
unproductive level.

(1) "Ideas Consildered

{a) " Drop Through Clouds from High Altitude

1. "A beacon signal with less vertical diffuslon
1s needed. The alrcraft must know when it 1s exaectly
over the beacon. An Alr Forece test item, RED CHIEF,
was reported to have promise,

2. "A two-beacon technique for pln-polnting the
drop polnt was consldered. One beacon on the DZ; the
other on the Tlank. With different frequencles, one
leads the alreraft on line over the DZ and the other
indicates drop poilnts from the flank.

3. "The use of drogue parachutes with padded
bundles 1n hilgh veloclty drops were conslidered. Wlth
dopler radar, the balllstics of such bundles can be
computed accurately enough te determine the impact
point, This information then could be relayed to the
team 1f they did not see the bundles fall.

(b) "Low-Level High-Speed Drops. MARK-4 resupply bombs

were conslidered. They can be dropped from a subsonic
galrcraft at low altitude. The bomb is lowered to the
round by parachute.

¥ PTS) History, MACSOG, “Annex A to MACV Command History, 1969,"
p. I1I-D-1, (SACSA).
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FIGURE CB-6
‘ SUMTARY OF AIR OPLRATIONS IN SUPP
OF AIPBORNE OQPERATIONS -~ 1964 )

. Aborted -
i.cnth Operatilons (Turned back or Unsuccessful Successful
bl Scheduled dld not take off) (Once over DZ) (Droppea)
Jan 4 1 Q ¢
Feb 5 2 3 o]
Mar y 1 0 o]
Apr 4 1 0 0
May y 4 Q 2
Jun L] 2 0 3
dJul 5 0 1 4
hug 5 1 0 0
Sep 5 2 0 o
oct 6 a/ 0 1
Hov 5 2 0 1
Dec ] 0 0

Total 55 21 ] 13
a/ Operations cancelled by higher authority.
SOURCE*- ) History, MACSOG, "Annex A to MACV Command History,

1964 (U)," p II-D-1
Annex B t !
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{c) "Lou-Freguency Homers, Two AN/FFV=13 low~-freguenc '
homers {navigational alds) were made avallable "%

(2) Continuilng Problem, The problem of resupply durlng 1

ny

poor weather and non-light-of-the-moon nights was never

L

solved. Consequently, the resupply of teams was unrellable

efforts
and unsatlsfactory as many resupply / were delayed for it
months at a time in their resupply schedule, 5
2. ) Operaticns, 1965-1967 6
#. 1965. ™"The Airborne Operatlons Section commenced

operations in 1965 with six teams totaling 59 agents
in-place in Nortn Vietnam. The primary mission of all
these teams originally was to conduct limited ambushes,
target destructicr, and psychological and harassing
operatlons agairst designated targets. 1In October, the
emphasis on target destruction decreased and the

gathering of intelligence through the expansion of local
contacts and the utllization of roadwatch teams increased.
To this end, two specially trained road/river watch teams
were infiltratezc, and four teams were reinforced by road/
river watch trainec personnel. Only one element {Sub-Team
REMUS ALFA) of & team (REMUS) was lost during the year,
and its three renbers are listed as missing and presumed
ceptured. An acailtional six agents were killed and three
more died of natural causes, Numerous targets were
damagea or destrcyed and a large number of intelllgence ‘
reports were received and forwarded to the Intelligence
Section for evaziustion. The operational teams were
resupplled/reinforeed nineteen times during the year."®r

b. 1966. "Tre Airborne Operations Seectlon began
operations in 1956 with nine in-place teams, representing
a total of 78 agents The mission of the Alrborne Opera-
tions Sectlon 1r conjJunection with Strategic Techniecal
Service (STS) counterpart personnel, was to recruit, train,
equip, and Infiltrate agent teams into NVN, and subsequently
to resupply, reirforce, and exflltrate these agent teams-
for the purpose of collecting intelligence, conducting
sabotage and psychelogical operations, and rendering
assistance to downed alrerews. The CINCPAC-stated
principal objectives for OPLAN-34A ground cperations in
NVN were to develop low-key tribal potentlal in North
Vietnam and also to develop andeoperational ares astride
each majJor line of communication for the purpose of:

(1) Rall/roed/river watch
(2) Target acquisition for alr strikes
(3) Wire tap of NVN landlines -

{4) Development of civilian intelligence networks in
every operational ares

(5) Conducting limited harassment and interdiction operations

(6) Rendering assistance to downed aircrews

% I61d., P, I1-G-2.
¥ S) history, MACSOG, "Annex N to MACY Command History, 1965,"

py
oTm Annav R +n
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"Three new operational teams, KERM, SAMSON, and HECTOR,
were infiltrated on 5 March, 5 Octeober, and 22 June.
Overational tea~s were resupplled 28 times during the
vear, Team KEZ., {7), TOURBILLON ALFA (1) and HECTOR
BRAVO (11) were lost during the year, 11 agents were
¥illed 1in action and three more dled of wounds. Eight
agents were wounaed 1ln actlon, one.dled of non-battle
injJuries, and flve died of disease.™® (Figures B-8, B-9
and B-10 give a tabular summary of 1966 agent team
operations,)

c. 1967. "The Alrborne Operations Section began
operations in 19€7 with eleven in-place teams, representing
a total of 76 agents. CINCPAC directed in April that
TIMBERWORK (C) guerrilla teams be infiltrated in NVN for
the conduct of the followlng operatlions* 1ntelligence
collectlion, target acqulsitlion, development and support
of eivilian intelligence and escape and evasion (E&E) nets,
early warnlng, selective harassment, psychological opera-
tions and asslstance to downed aircrews

{1)" To accomplish this mission the Alrborne QOperations
Section in conjunction with Strategic Technlcal Directorate
{STD) personnel recruited, trained, egulpped and inflltrased
agent teams irto NVN, and subsequently resupplied, rein-
forced anc attempted to exfiltrate these agent teams. Tour
new operational teams, HADLEY, NANSEN, RED DRAGON and VOQI,
were infiltrated on 26 January, 22 April, 21 September and
18 October, respectively. Two PLOWMAN (C) detainees,
GOLDFISH anc PERGOLA, were infiltrated as singleton agents
on 13 Septexbsr. Two STRATA teams, 111 and 112, were
infiltrated on 24 September and 22 Qctober, respectively.

. {2) "Operztional teams were resupplied 28 times during the
Year.

(3) "Peams, SAMSON, HECTOR, BELL and VERSE were lost during
the year. Seven agents were killed in action and one more
died of wounas. One agent was wounded 1in action, filve
dled of non-battle injuries, and three died of disease."#*

F]

{4) Figures B-11, B-12 and B-13 give a tabular summary of

[}}]

1967 agent team operations,

L

d, Exfiltration Efforts. The period from 1965-1967 was notable

for several unsuccessful team exfiltration efferts. A summary of -

\n

three of these efforts, Teams REMUS A, TOURBILLON A and BELL

h

are outliped below:

<

E] ) History, ['ACSOG, "Alrborne Operaticons, MACV 1966 Command
ispsPy," p. 61.
L } History, MACSOG, “Annex G to MACV Command History, 1967,"
p. G-III-4-1,

e -

TOP SECRET C-b-42 Annex B to
Appendix C
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FIGURE B-8 S)
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LOCATION OF IN-PLACE TEAMS DURING 1366 (
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FIGURE B-11 (
{ LOCATION OF IN-PLACE TEXMS DURING 1967 (
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TOP SE
FICURE B-12 } p
RECAPITULATIOR OF OFPLAN-34 FESUPPLIED TURING 1967

Team Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct HNov Dec
Ams - - X eraccscmccs-SAnecccedmsmasos A =
BAGIE =~ ==mmsmememaas X X meememmeemmmmeeeeeneee e x
REMUS X === X ee—eeccem————e-ama X  mmems—mmemmsscmne-
HANSEN $z =  ==-=em=ee- e x FetmE e CememmsaE e ——-——————————— -
EASY X == X  messmssceseeaee—- F X  mme X mee
EASY ALFA X mue X s e e — oS Smd e e -
HADLEY = ===w==-- X memmememeomommmmsasmeeaao X mmmmeae-
TOURBILION @z  ~-r=r=--~=st--r—osscsssummccssowen - x X mmemeoma
VERSE X eem-- - X mmmmmeee- .- -
HED DRAGON mmemeenma= e ——- ———— e rm—m—————— x X  mmemevama
HECTOR x .- —— — ————
ROMED - X x - X samacaa-

7 ~
FIGUHE 3-13);0)/
RECAPITULATION OF OPLAR-34 IN-PLACE AGENT LOSSES DURING 1967

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug BSep Oct HNov Dec
Killed in
Action - s -6 - - - - -
Wounded, in - - = 1 _ _ - - -
Action - T -
Missing in
Action 8 - - - 22 & - 95 - 1 -
Dled of . _ 1 - - -
Hounds - - . - - -
Died of
Injuries 2 - 1 - - 1 - 1 - - -
Died of
Digeass - - - -2 - -
TOTAL 1 8 2 3 6 12 5 - 12 - 2 -
TOP SECRET C-b-47 Annex E to
A-pendix C
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(1) RENUS A. This was the flrst attempt to exfiltrate -
s
an element of an OPLAN 34 agent team. A five-man element ol z

Team REMUS was instructed to move overland approximately -

° e " ° (h1131
_ The last radic transmission was on 21 August

1965: "Caching radlo, heading for Vientiane," It was

W 1

(2N

assumed that the team was captured by the Fathet Lao in Laos.* -

(2) TOUREBILLON A, In May 1966%% COMUSMACV proposed a

en

concept to exfil-rate three agents from Team TOURBILLON who hag

Ty

been infiltrated in 1962. Followlng exfiltration, the three 1z

1

[
19

agents would providec intelllgence; a source of experience

—
13

Tor the critique of agent tralning; field experlenced

instructions; and tanglble evlidence to tralnees that exflltration

[
L)

of in-place agents was possible.®*%The exfiltration plan,

]
T

approved by the Jolnt Chlefs of Staff, State Department, and

[
[31]

ih

Department of Defense, was. 1

“Team TOURPILLON ‘'A' is directed to conduct a bogus
mission and establish a DZ to recelve a resupply during =z
deslgnated period. After the team i1s in place, a photo
reconnaissance will be conducted to confirm the exact
location and to determine if there are any indications
that the team 1s controlled by NVN. On the first sultable
day after the photos have been analyzed, a three man
Vietnamese snatch team is moved from SVN to Nakhon Phanor
by C-123 and lmmedlately transferred to a SAR hellcopter
for movement to 2 staging base at Muong Son, Laos. After
refueling, the helicopter, escorted by USAF armed airecrart,
transports the snatch team to TOURBILLON 'A' LZ/DZ, located
on the NVN/Lao border to arrive at the bogus resupply time.
TOURBILLON 'A' 1s picked up and returned via the same
route to SVN hasis

-1

TOURBILLON A began movement toward the exfiltration point on

[
m

27 fpugust 1966. The exfiltration was scheduled for 11

[
L)

September and the team acknowledged prellminary instructions.

I

However, no further contact was made with the team and the 2
exfiltratien had to be cancelled. TOURBILLON A was dropped 2z

from the agent rolls effectlve 30 November 1966. 2z

;;}TSFﬁ mo, CJCS to DEPSECDEF, "OPLAN 34A Team Exfiltration,”
20

1y 1966. (SACSA)
Lid sg, MACV, DTG 0500512 May 66.
b )] tory, NMACSGG, “Annex M to MACV Command History - 1966,
. (SACSA)
) Memo, CJC3 to SECDEF, "Oplan 34A-Team Exfiltration (TS),"

July 1966, (SACSA)

Avarmaw B &k~
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P (3) Team BELL. In November 19667 CONVUSMACV forwarded a
concept®* to exflltrate the five menbers of Team BELL by USAF
HH-3 helicopter. The hellcopters were to move Irom
Udorn to a forward staging base in Laos and on to the landing
zone {(LZ) for pleck up. The heliccpters were to have armed
aircraft for cover. The attempt to execute the plan was
made on 23 February 1967. The team was not at the LZ to
meet the hellcopter and later reported that whlle preparing
to mark the LZ, they had been alerted to the chattering
of monkeys and feared that people were approaching. Subsequent
exflltration attempts were delayed because of weather and
enemy actlvity in the LZ. The last contact with the team
was on 19 March 1967, and on 2 July 1967 Hanol radilo
announced the capture of the team and gave the team leaders

name for confirmation.

3. Operations, 1968-69. Airborne operations were influenced

signfficantly by the restrictions on cperations imposed in April
and November 1968, and by the security evaluation in June which
Judged that all in-place teams were probably under HVN controil.

a. In January 1968, there were elght in-place teams operational
in NVHN. Since that time, two teams, EASY and REMUS, Were
compromised by NVN and three teams, HADLEY, TOURBILLON and ROMEC

stopped transmitting and ye::rried as missing in action (MIA).
The three remaining teams on 1 July 1969, ARES, EAGLE and RED
DRAGON were consldered as prebably compromised.¥®*

b. Durlng March and Aprll 1968, U5 case officers assigned to
long~term agent teams conducted & security survey of their
respective teams. To further assist in.thls evaluation, Chierf
MACS0G requested a counterintelligence shrvey be conducted by a

representative from J-2 MACV staff and CAS, Salgon. The findings of

<

Vs sg, COMUSIACY, DTG 060139Z Mov 66. {(SACSA)
*3-(PS) Historical Summary, Airborne Studies Group, "SOG Annual

istorical Summary,” 5 Jan 69, p.3. (SACSA)

Annex B to
C-b-#49 - \ Aopendir

WAL S AT VWL LUl DUNUBRL Y 3 AL WWLNE OV MULED ULUUWR 2WUI HINIUd L

istorical Summary,” 5 Jan 69, p.3. (SACSA}

21
22

23
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this survey*, in June 1968, indicated ﬁpat all teams were under
WV control. 3ubseguent plans called for dropplng all in-place -
teams at the earllest feasible time, in most cases by using -
the tactlc of ordering the team to move toward an exfiltratlor -
LZ. Experience had shown that when a compromised tear was crdera:z :
to move, 1t soon was surfaced by NVN or ended radio contact, ** <

¢. In January 1968, there were a total of U8 agents on eight
in-place teams; 1in June 1969, there were nine agents in the three :
teams remgzining. Seven aerlal resupplles were made to teams ¢

during the above period. (See Figure B-14 for team locations.) -~

d. Resupply and Exfiltration. Although the restrictions of

1=
Iy

April prohilbited éir operations above 20°N latitude, it was con-

sidered essentlal by MACV to request clearance to resupply teams 1z
RED DRAGCN and REMUS and to exfiltrate four members of Team EASY M
by helilcopter from a LZ 1n Laos, Even though the teams were 1Z

already suspect by the United States as compromised, the counterpzr: 1€

Vietnamese Strategic Technical Directorate (STD) personnel did ncs

share this feeling., It was considered by MACV that if the 1%
teams believed secure by the STD wWere not supported, there would 1e
be an adverse effect on the entire unconventicnal warfare (UM) 27
effort Ae# 21
(1) Clearance was granted by CINCPAC in April, ®*%» 22
However, Team REMUS transmitted its last message 1n April and 23
was terminated. CINCPAC suspended# all resupply operations 2:

in May before Team RED DRAGON was resupplied. The bomblng 23
halt of 1 November ended all resupply plans for RED DRAGON. 2¢
(2) Clearance for the exfiltration of four members of Tear Ch

EASY was recelved the same month, April 1968, as the final 2¢

- newspaper  _.

message from the team, 26 Aprll 196B. On 7 August, a NVN / €=
announced the eapture of a "12 man spy-ranger team" that Ele
was Team EASY.## ke

eport, CAS/J2USMACV, "Security Status of MACSOG Long-Terpr
Teams 1n NVN," 7 July 1968, (SACSA)
* S) Historical Summary, Alrborne Studies Group, "SOG Annual
Histerical Summary," 5 January 19659, p.3. (SACSA)
*':’;95;0 sg, MACV, DTG 240505Z Jul 6B, (SACSA)
Lk Msg, CINCPAC, DTC 130210Z Apr 68. (SACSA)
5g, CINCPAC, DTG 2222057 May 68. (SACSA)

vl el T nTu, | vuly apuv, “yuddon) "
) BHistorical Summary, Alrborne Studles Group, "S0G Annual
Historical Summary,” S Jan 63, p.30.




MORI

—————— =

»

TOPASECRET

r

RIANMRE R-1l (45)
LONG-TERNM AGENT TEAM LOGATIONS

'
v

. L7
‘:\;!"";‘.\' \i-\d\}" ERN
o Rﬂ)ﬁqME

LW ragd uE T eam

"J..—. \.:\

Wy T

ﬁ":c;
\‘)-’I - ‘?‘1{:,.

Al

. A A

/-_/(-:m‘ J /
L1

N Ir } ‘]"a A
R~ o
| C.' o’ E:“}&.\ ‘-)I(D, ”:_\:,f-l'-

i J ._/'\‘)5:. |"‘\_\)\_-| Ny,
] K@‘ "

s Sy

OF

TONKIN

AT LY Yy RN e

i

F)
;i. | Yk Teans Active in 1968
i— =r.:-

@ rTeans Lost in 2968 ! \

. TOP\EECRE, < HGE
T h D u.-.l " amp .'n
! 7 FENENA ! ‘71?9ﬁ5;7 LI N ‘h? i

Annex B to
TOP SEZRET C-b-51

DocID-

570370



T0P ZECRET
b, ¢

MORI DocID:

)} Long-Term Agent Team Chronolom

L4

a. ARES

(1) Background. A Vietnamese case officer encountered
ARES at the Refugee Debriefing Center, Salgon, on 29 August
1960 and assessed him as a capable man motlvated by desire tb
revenge himself on the authorities of NVN. He was sub-
sequently recrulted as a singleton agent and inflltratead
by junk in April 1961 into his home province to establish an

intelligence collection net. HAs operational base Was in the

mountainous region directly north of Uong Bl, Quang Yen Province.

ARES recruited 11 subsources and provided

information on NVN documentation, the Uong Bl power plant,
hlghways, bridges, Hailphong Harbor and other miscellaneous
1tems whieh he was able to observe or gain information on
through debriefing ol his subsources.
beginning

(2) Operations. Continual analysis of ARES/1in 1966 indi-
cated that he Was under hostlle control. Since November 1968,
he exhlbited indicatlons that the opposition was becoming
impatlent wlth the operatipn. ARES hinted several times
that he was having difficulty with radioc communications and
Central (MACSOG/STD control headguarters) was asked o
find another means of communication. ARES was informed
in December 1967 that Central wanted to resupply him and he was
instructed to find a suitable drop zone (DZ). ARES, however,
immediately began to expound on the diffieculties of finding and
using DZ2s in the area and again pleaded with Central to find a
way to resupply him by other means. It appeared that
ARES was attempting to get Central to expose additlonal assets.
With this in mind, a diversionary offeration was lmplemented
in June 1968. The object of this operation was to cause the
securlty foreces of Haiphong to expend thelr time and energles in
useless pursults and to lmplant the ldea that Central has agents
operating in the city of Haiphong. In June 1969, ARES

was 1nstructed to propose an exflltratlon plan in international

:gaférs.‘

rarabrdne An fhoa At du Al UHadrobhone Tn Tuimn 10EAQ AT O

istory, MACSOG, "™Annex F to MACV 1968 Command History,"
::%. F-III-L-1. (SACSA)
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b, REMUS

r

{1) Background. Team REIUS vas a six-man team infiltrated _
by parachute on 16 April 1962 near Dien Bien Phu. Its missicn z
upon infiltration and up to 1968 was to establish a base area -
from which intelligence collection activities could be -

launched, collect enemy military, polltlcal and economic

W1

"y

information, locate resupply DZs and safe areas for possible

Infiltration of additional agents, collect avallable documents, -

mn

and recrult subsources and support personnel.

(2) Operstions, Continued analysls of Team REMUS's files

‘O

1=
(3]

#p to mld-1967 indicated the team was probably not under

hostile control. REMUS was relnforced filve times since its 12
infiltratlion in 1962. Beginning in December 1967, message 1z
traffiec from the team indicated 1t was beginning to 13
encounter problems beyond 1ts control, thereby, revealing 1+
it was possibly under hostlle control. This was confirmed 15
by subsequent messages received, and in Aprll 1968 when 1<
interreogation of a recently captured NVA prlisoner of war 17
revealed he had knowledge of capture of a SVN "ranger" team 1%

in the REMUS area of operation in June 1962. On 13 May 1968, 1¢

the NVN Government confirmed this by announcing eapture of a 2%
SVN "ranger" team in April (year not stated). All facts 22
presented left no doubt thils was Team REMUS.® 2z
c. TOUREILLONM 23

(1) Background. By the close of 1968, the team was composed 2-
of three surviving members of 27 agents infiltrated between 25
16 May 1962 and 24 December 1966, The original team, composed 2E
of seven members, was 1nflltrated by parachute on 16 May 1962 27

with Team CASTOR serving as its recébtion party. The original 28

mission of the team was one of sabotage and harassment. By 2¢
1967 and 1968, the mission was changed to intelligence 30
collection by cbservation. 31
* (T8) Ibid,
mnAD ec}pm FalBE SO Arnnay R +~

AASh Ay e Lt Sl T
[
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(2) Operations. TOURBILLOM first came under susplcion of
being under hostile control in January 1967 when & rein-
forcement radio operator, infiltrated on 24 Decerber 1966,
transmitted messages contalning duress signals. After

further case officer analysis d a CAS security analysis

of 2ll in-place TIMBERWORK(C) teams, it was concluded that
the team came under hostile control pricr to December 1966,
possibly as far back as 1962, The team's actlvities in
1968 have essentilally confirme% 1ts controlled status. No
significant intelligence information was reported and the
team moved almost econtinually in an attempt to
evade the enemy. Contact was maintalned throughout the
year in order to utilize the team In 8 dlversicnary effaort.*
The team was last heard from in December 1868, and was
dropped from the actlve rolls in June 1969,
a. BELL

(1) Background. Team BELL originally conslsted of eight
ethnle Thal trilbesmen who parachuted 4 June 1963 into a DZ
at VJ 520105. The team mission was to sabotage Yembay-Lao Kay
rallroad. Derallment and possi%le destruction or/:gilroad
engine was reported 31 August 1963

(2) Operations. The team had not been resupplied since
infiltration, was concerned solely with survival until
resupply and reinforcement of 14 November 1964, Three team
members dled of causes dlrectly or 1ndirectly attributable
to malnutrition. One man was killed Jjumping 1in on reinforce=-
ment. Team was in radlo contact and was located at VK 537153
with 10 men at the end of 1964, The_entire year, 1965, was
spent 1in unsuccessful attempts to resupply the team. The team
moved several times during the year to new safe areas. Two

agents dled in December Trom lac§ of medlcine and supplies.

1514, p. F=II1I-4-C-1.

C-b-54 Annex B to
- Appendir C

1§i3;4/p. F-III-4~C=1.

i

iy

fr

570370



MORI DocID 570370

Little useful intelligence was receixved. The team was [inally -

resupplied in April 1966 and was instructed to cross the z

(%]

Red River to establish a safe area, On 28 May, the team

attempted to cross the Red Rilver in rubber boats, was inter- L

(%]

cepted by NVN militila, and retreated, suffering two KIA and

lost equipment. In August,YA resupply contalners were [
dropped, but team was unable to iocate them. On 7
il October 1966, another team member died. At the end of 8
1966,;€§am was tasked to establiish a rail/river watech at 9
site viecinlty VK 4935. In January 1967, CINCPAC approved 16
a plan to exflltrate team BELL. Abortive attempts were made 11
in February and March to exfiltrate BELL. Bad weather and 12
the fear of compromise of the L? were primary obstacles. 13
The team was last heard from on 19 March and was dropped 14
from the active rolls on 3 July 1967.% 15
e. EASY 16

(1) Background. Team EASY was the surviving 12 members 17
of a total of 35 members infiltrated into Son La Province, 18
NVN, between 9 August 1963 and 10 October 1955. The team's 19
original mlssion was to contact selected Meo and Thail 20
settlements to establish safe areas for other teams operating 21
in the area, determine resistance potentlal among the 22
Montagnards, selectively arm tribesmen for harassing attacks 23
on NVA, lines of communicaticon (LOC) and road traffic, and 2h

recruitment of influential Montagnard leaders for exfiltration 25

and training. By 1967-1968, the misslon had been retuced %o 26
intelligence collection by observation and explolitation of a 27
locally recruited net of subsources. 28

(2) Operations. Analysis of Team EASY's filles prior to 29
June 1568 indicated the team was probably not under hostlle 30
control, The team was reinforced four times with a total 31

i/ﬁ;gﬁ History, MACS0G8, 1964-1267 MACYV Command Histories.

TOP ASECRET C-b-55 Annex B to
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of 23 men. As of January 1968, five of the original elpnt
r

members and seven of the 23 reinforcement members survived,

EASY came under susplcion in March 1968, and in July 1968
was determined by a Joint IACV J-2 CAS security reviev to
be possibly under hostile control After belng alerted
that one seriously 111 member and three other members were
to be exfilitrated, the team went off the ajir and was last

from on
heard 26 April 1968. Subsequently, on 7 August 1968, a

NVN newspaper reported that 1ln late April {(year not stated),

a 12-man team of SVN rangers had been captured in Son La
Province and the team leader was ildentifled as the EASY
team leader.*

f. "ATTILA. Team conslsted of six Vietnamese that para-
chuted on 25 April 1964 into tree drop area at WF 325575.
Team mlsslon was to sabotage bridges on Route 8 and conduct
psychological operations in that area. One radlo contact
recelved 2 May 1964 indicated the team dropped in wrong loca-
tion close to a populated area. MNo further contact since
9 May. On 11 August 1964, Radic Hanol broadcast that a team
which had dropped on 26 April had been captured and sentenced
by the DRV military court to eight years imprisonment. This
was ATTILA,"#**

g. "LOTUS. Team consisted of six men who were dropped at
W6 125587 on 19 May 18964. The team mission was Lo sabotage
bridges on Route 1. Radic Hanol reported sentencing of spy
group who jumped the same day as LOTUS., No radle contaet
was ever made,''¥#

h. "BUFFALQO. The team consisted of a 10-man sabotage,
psychological operations, and intelllgence group that was
dropped 19 June 1964 at WE T7418BB6. The team was to work
along Route 12. On 24 October 1964, Radio Hanel announced
the sentences ol elght members of the BUFFALO group. HNo
radio contact was ever made with the team,'*#

1. EAGLE

DocID.

[253

\a [44]

1=
i

iz

(1) Background. Team EAGLE was originally composed of six 1%

members, all natives of Bac Glang Province, NVN., The tean

was Infiltrated back into the province on 27 June 1964, with

the mission of conductling sabotage Eﬁprations on NVN Routes

1 and 4, Mac Nam Quan rall line, and the Mai Pha air base.

The team has recrulted two subsources to date, who were the

story, MACS0G, "Annex F to MACV 1968 Command History,"
I1-4-C-1. (SACSA)

) History, MACSOG, "Annex A to MACY Command History 1964,"
B. I1-Q-1. (SACSA)
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primary sources of information provided 1in 1965. The inrorra-

tlon recelved, however, has been of little or no value. 2
In recent months, the team has been praimarily tasked with 3
roadwatch essignments. EAGLE's mission in 1967 vas essentlally b
changed tc collection of intelligence information, although 1t 5
wWwas taskea wilth a sabotage mission in liarch 1968. The mission €
was not completed. The team now conslsts of three members of 1
the six originally infiltrated. 8
(2) Operations. Continual analysis of EAGLE since 1967 9

indicates that the team is under hostile control. There- 10
fore, 1n 1968, plans were developed to move the team south 11
from 1ts safe area for possible exfiltration. EAGLE was 12
notified to move south, but was not informed of the 13
reason for it. After a brief peried of delaying, the L4
team flnally reported starting its movement in November,?* 15
The team was lnstructed to send an exfiltration plan but 16
none was Torthcoming. In the summer of 1969, team was 17
moving back to oripginal location. It was expected that the team 18
would soon break contact and terminate. 19
J. "SCORPION. Team of seven men dropped on 17 June 1964

between VJ 701971 and VJ 679977. The team mission was to

sabotage the Lao Key rail line bhetween Yen Bay and Tral Hut.

On 27 July 1964, Radlo Hanoi reported the team of six men

had been captured shortly aflfter their drop by alert loecal

citilzens, Dinh Man, the seventh man, was reported killed

when he stubbornly resisted capture.,"**
k, "BOONE. Team conslsted of nine men that were dropped

at approximately VG 594086 on 29 July 1964. The team was

never heard from."##
1. EASY (ALFA), Infiltrated in September/October 1965 20

to glve instructlion in roadwatch technlques to EASY. In 21

November the team was contacted by the enemy and one agent 22

was killed. Team set up roadwatch on Routes 444 and 69. 1In 23

May 1966, two agents were killed durlng a skirmish with the eneny. _h

<

Apveniiy C

¥ ] story, MACSOG, "Annex F to MACV 1968 Command History,"
p. E<III-U-C-1 {SAC3A)
LE History, MACSOG, “Annex A to MACV Command History 196u4,"
, II-@-1. (SACSA)
TOP CRET C-0-57 Annex B to
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Team submitted roadwatch reports and was successfully 1
resupplied for remainder of 1966. In July 1967, EASY (ALFA) 2
arrlved at the cache site of EASY and the two teams were 3
joined. * . 4

m, ROMEOQ 5

(1) "Background., Team ROMEO, originally composed of 10
ethnle NVN was infiltrated back Into an arez lmmediately
.north of the DMZ in November 1965. Its mission Was to conduct area
reconmaissance for collection of 1lntelllgence information;
perform roaduatch mission, and conduct harassing and
sabotage activitlies on order. Primary target in the team's
area was NVN Route 103, whieh was belleved to be 2 major
route for infliltration of men and supplies to the south.

In October 1966, the ROMEC radic operator sent the words,
'ROMEO already captured,' in the clear, Since that time,
mission accomplishment has been regarded as insignificant.
The team had not furnished gny reportable information
during 1967 and 1968.

(2) "General. In 1968, the team's actlvity was generally
limited t6 locatlon of D2s and searching for survival food.
AOMEC had been plagued with communlicatlicns problems since
its infiltration and the trouble persisted in 1968. Many
messages were received wilth undeeclpherable groups and
numerous delays 1n message trafflc were experlienced due to
necessity for retransmissions. Contaet with ROMEC was
finally lost 5 August 1968 while the team was reportedly
on a reconnalssance mlisslon. It is belleved the decision
to termlnate the team was influenced by two events: a
diverslonary caching operation which was successfully
completed in early June, followed by a reconnaissance mission
into a closely Torested area where little or no intelligence
informatlon could be gathered, Team ROMEO was composed of
four remalning members when 1t was declared MIA on
4 November 1968, n##

n. VERSE. Team was infiltrated by parachute 1in November [
1965 to train Team TOURBILLON in roadwarch techniques and then 7
to detach and set up its own roadwatch on Route 68. Roadwateh 8
was established by VERSE 1n January 1966. Location of team 9
near anp antlailrcraft site made resupply impossible except by 10
high-performance alrcraft. Resupplyﬁ?fnally accomplished in 11
mid-1966. Team reported on Route 68 and Route 6 during year. 12
Exfiltration for team was planned for mid-1967, however,}?:am 13
was captured by the enemy between 3 and 27 July 1967.%## 14

istory, MACY Command Historlies 1965-67", (SACSA).
story, MACSOG, "Annex F to MACV 1968 Command History,"
“«IT1I-4~C=1. (SACSA).

} Hi€tory, MACY Command Histories 1965-67. (SACSA)
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o. KERN, Infiltrated on 5 Marc-~ 1966 by paradrop

4

LA

a

from £©-123. Misslon a5 bto conduet roadiratch in Mu Gla FPass
area, Difficulty experienced in locating team from air z
during first months after infiltration. Five members of L

the seven-man team were 111 in June 1966. Locatlon by b

Ty

infra-red photography was effected in June 1966, Resupplr

€

in August, Team last heard from on 5 September 1966,*% 7
p. HECTOR. Infiltrated 15 men on 22 June 1966 by CH-3C &
helicopter. Contact with team on 9 August., Report that 9
four members were 111. In September 1966 team reinforced 14
with 11 agents (HECTOR BRAVO), resupplled, encountered 11
enemy and were forced to flee, Exflltration plans for team vere 1z
drawn up 1n November. HECTOR BRAVO was dropped from rolls after 12
no contact since 23 September, Exflitration effort in 14
December unsuccessful, Team had not been heard from since 15
15 March 1967, and was dropped from the active rolls effective 16
26 June 1967.% 17
q. SAMSON. Eight agents with wire tap equipment infil- 1E
trated on 5 October 1966. Resupplled and established road- 1g
watch in November. Team last heard from on 2 December 1966.*% 2<
r. HADLEY 21
{1) Background, NVN Route 8 1s an improved motorable 22

road connecting Route 15 to Laos Routes Bl, 12 and 121. 23
These routes are considered major troop and supply infii- 2k
tration routes to the south. In addition, the Ngan Pho 25
River, running west to east in the same area is a princlval 26
water supply route. A black team lnstalled 1n thls area 27
could provide valuable information on flow of infiltration 2f
traffic, Team HADLEY's mission was-Lo conduct Toadwatches, 23
emplace a roedwatch devlce, ldentify potential air strike 30
targets, and, on order, to conduct harassment and sabotagze 3
operations. 32

* } History, MACV Command Historles 1965-67.
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{2) Operations. Team HADLEY was infiltrated on 25 January z
1967 by hellcopter in Laos for overland movement lnto KVN. z
The team was placed on the wrong LZ due to pllot error and

in its initilal radlo contact, mzde on 17 February 1967, -

(R}

reported that it had been compronised upon landing and i'as

(429

stl1ll trying to evade the enemy. It is believed that all
communlcations equlpment, except for one RS-1 radio and

some Panasonic radios, were destroyed or lost during this z

period. Communications with the team throughout 1968 were =
generally good, Wwith almost immediate responses to 1<
messages, Orignally, an ll-man team, HADLEY, 1s now com- 1z
posed of seven members. Two members died in 1967 and 1=

another two in 1968. Current view on the security survey z

completed in June 1967 concluded the team had been captured 1-
soon after infiltration. HADLEY was, therefore, used 1<
primarily in a diversionary capaclity in 1968.% The team 1<
was lnstructed to exfiltrate into Laos but was last heard i~
from in February 166B. Was listed as MIA on 24 May 1969. 1z
5. NANSEN. Seventeen agents infiltrated by USAF helicopters 1z
on 22 April 1967 into Laos with instructions to penetrate the et
NVN border. The team never reached the NVN border but reported 22
belng pursued by Pathet Lac in Laos. In May, the team reported 2z
that rations were exhausted, team menbers were 111, and reqguested 23

n
A

t. RED DRAGON

11}
[

(1) Backpground. The Red River Valley from the NVN/China

baorder town of Lao Kay to Hanol is a major LOC with many s

[¥1}
([}

rall, read and water transshipment polnts from about 21°N,

story, MACSOG, "Annex F to MACV 1968 Command History,"
“III-4-C-1, (SACSA)
) History, MACS0G, "Annex C to MACV 1967 Command History,"
D. G-;EI-M-ls. (SACSA) -
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A black team located in Lao Kay and Yen Bal Provinces would 1
be in an excellent position to conduct sabotage and intelis- 2
gence missions. Planning for such an operation began in 3
early 1966 and the concept was-approved by CINCPAC in L
May 18967. 5
{2) CGeneral. Team RED DRAGON was widely dispersed on its 6
infiltration drop on 21 September 1967, Difficulty in 7
assembling and the loss of one radio gyused a 32-day delay
in the team establlishing 1ts first radlo contact. Radio 9
communications with the team in 1968, as in 1967, were 10
generally poor due to atmospheric conditlons and frequent 11
retransmissions were necessary. RED DRAGON's securilty 12
status was a matter of questlon since 1ts initial radio 13
contact, and the gquestlion continued to plague both US and 14
VN case officers throughout the year. Whlle US personnel 13
were convinced the team was under NVN control, the VN 16
counterpart case cofficer felt otherwise. This difference 17
in cplnion had a marked effect on handling of the team until 18
June, when a MACV J2/CAS security review indicated the team 13
was unpder hostlle control, Maintenance of RED DRAGON was 2¢
further complicated by difficulties in resupply. The team 21
was resupplied on 186 March 1968 by FAC ailrcraft, but the 22
limited bombing halt declared on 1 April 1968, prevented any 23
further resupply of the team. RED DRAGON, therefore, spent 24
much of its time in 1968 searching for survival food and 25
was largely unproductive. Although it was conceded the 26
team was not useful, nor could it be used in support of 217
any diverslonary operation, contact was maintalned throughout 28
1968 because of the VN counterparts' belief the team was 29

secure.¥ Team was last heard from in June 1969 and 1s expected 39

to bhreak contact. ’ 31

¥ ) History, MACS0G, "Annex F to MACV 1968 Command History,"
~I1I-U-C=1. (SACSA

Annex B to
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u. V0oI. Four agents infiltrated on 18 October 1967. z
No contact ever established after infiltratlion.® <

v, Teams 915 and 919, The teams had been recrultec in the scri=-g -

and summer of 1268, but had not céapleted training at the
time of the 1 November bombing halt. Team 915 commenzed trarrirs =
at Camp Long Thanh In October and 919 in January 1969. The €
teams were recrulted in SVN from perscons who had mlgrated in tre 195Cs

from NVN to the Danang and Nha Trang areas. Team 915 first €

mission on 12 January was a 10-day infiltration 20 kilometer

into Cambodla for a roadwatch misslon. The team completed 1<

a longer, 20 day, mission in February, also into Cambodia  Both 11
mlssions were jJudged successful. Team 919 performed its first 12
mission, also into Cambodia, on 9 June 196§. The team was attacked 13
immediately after inflltratien and had to exfiltrate with a loss 1k

of three men. These two teams have remalned under the operational 15
control OP-36, Alrborne Studies Group. 1€

5. ) Summary. Figure B-15 1s an abbreviated chronology of 17
all Tecorded long-term agent team infiltrations from 1961 through 1t
the final.insertion in 1967. 19
E. ) STRATA TEAI! OPERATIONS 2¢
1. } General Conduct of Operations 21

a, Authorlty. By the original authority message for STRAT! 22
operations** CINCPAC was authorized to approve STRATA missions 23
with the Jolnt Chlefs of 3taff an information addressee on all 2h
messages. CINCPAC approved 15 STRATA targets 1n a serles of 25
messages transmitted from May of 1967 until July 1968. (See 26
STRATA "Authority" file in SACSA.) Mission numbers were assigred 27

by CINCPAC and authorlty was given to strike an approved target 2¢

. 29

on more than one mission.

story, 1ACSOG, "Annex G to MACV 1967 Command History,"®
<III-k-22. (SACSA)
*a ) Msg, CINCPAC, 120052Z Apr 67, (SACSA)
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FIGURL B-15 )

Chronoclogy of Long-Term Agent Team

Date

Feb
Mar
May
Jun

Jun

L3

Feb

16 Apr

16 May

Jun
13 Apr

14 May

Jun

61
61
61
61

61

62

62

62

62
63
63
63
63

63
63

63

How

Sea

Alr
Alr
Ar

Air

Inserts

FPers
1

4

- Remarlks
Radio contact continues in Apr 69
2 KIA, 2 captured on landing
Contact lost Jul 63 in Laos
Doubled, played, terminated
Doubled, played til Aug 62, terminated

Insert date unk, last radio contact
Jun 63, presumed captured

Last radio contact 27Jan64 in NVN
Reinf 2 men 12Aug63, 3 men 23Apr64,
4 men (Tm ALTER) 220ct6é4, 4 men Jan
65, 2 men 21lrug6?. 13May68 NVN An-

nounced capture of SVN ranger tm=
in REMUS area

Reinf 7 men (Tm COOTS) 27May64, 7 men
(Tm PERSEUS) 24Jul64, 6 men tempor-
arily (Tm VERSE) 7Nov65, 2 men (Tm
TOURBILLON BRAVQ) 24Dec66  Reinf
radio opr sent duress signal in Jan
67 Tm being used as diversion as-
set thru Apr 69.

Doubled, played, terminated

Captured scon after landing

Captured soon after landing

Captured soon after landing

Reinf 7 men (Tm GRECC) 14Nové4. Last
radio contact 19Mar67, dropped 3
Jul 67.

Captured scon after landing

Captured soon after landing

Captured soon after landing

a—

C-b-63 Annex B to
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18

19.
20.
21.

22,

23,
24

25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30,
31

32,

33,

34

35.
36.
37.

38

39,

40

40
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FIGURE B-15 (TS3) (Cont'd,)

10

Air

CRET
MIDAS 10 Jun 63 Axr
NIKE 10 Jun 63 Air
GIANT Jul 63 AT
PACKER Jul 63 Air
EASY 9 Aug 63 Air
{no name} 12 Aug 63 Aar
SWAN 4 Sep 63 Air
BULL 7 Oct 63 Aar
RUBY 5 Dec 63 Aar
[no name] 23 Apr 64 Aar
ATTILA 25 Apr 64 Aar
LOTUS 19 May 64 AaT
COOTS 27 May 64 Aar
SCORPION 17 Jun 64 Aar
BUFFALO 19 Jun 64 Aar
EAGLE 28 Jun 64 Aar
PISCES 18 Jul 64 Aar
PERSEUS 24 Jul 64 Aar
BOONE 29 Jul 64 Aar
ALTER 22 Oct 64 Aar
GRECO 14 Nov 64 Air
(CENTAUR Tean)
REMUS ALPHA May 65
HORSE May 65
DOG/GECKO 17 Sep 65

(EASY ALPHA)
I}OG//GECKO 17 Sep 65

FACY ArDRHAY
moe ‘s;f./nfw

Captured soon after landing
Captured soon after landing
Captured soon after landing

Captured scon after landing

Reinf 6 men (Tm PISCES) 18Jul64, 5 men
{Tm HORSE) May 65, 9 men 17Sep65 § 3 men
180ct65 (Tm DOG/GECKO). DOG/GECKQ redesig
EASY ALPHA, separated 300ct65 EASY ALPHA
rejoined i1n Jul 67 Last radio contact
26Apr68, 7Aug68 NVN newspaper announced
capture of 12 SVN Rangers, correctly
adentified Tm Ldr.

Rewnf for Tm REMUS

Captured soon after landing
Captured soon after landing

Captured soon after landing

Reinf for Tm REMUS
Captured soon after landing, Action 557
Captured, tried by NVN

Reinf for Tm TOURBILLON

Captured, tried by NVN

Captured, tried by NVN

Jun 68 analysis. Tm believed under NVN
control 3 men still an Tm. Inst'd to
move south, began move Nov 68, Still in
radio contact 69

Reanf for Tm EASY

Reinf for Tm TOURBILLON

Captured, tried by NVN

Reinf for Tm REMUS

7 Reinf for Tm BELL
(28) Tm destroyed 10Dec64 in C-123 crash on
Monkey Mountain, Da Nang See pg II-
J-1, 64 History

5 Part of Tm REMUS inst'd to exfil to
Laos  Last contact 21Aup65 vie TJ
785367, "Caching radio, heading for
Vientiane (Laos)."

5 Reinf for Tm EASY

9 Reinf for Tm EASY. Later redesig Tm
EASY ALPHA (300ct65). Tm rejoined
Tm EASY in Jul 6&7.

9 Reinf for Tm EASY. Later redesig Tm
. CACV A DUA [ X3 1o VRPN 4 Y M_ eee _ mamoa a
Annex B to

Anmandty
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41.YERSE 7 Nov 65
42 RO'IEQ 19 Nov 65
43 KERN 5 Mar 66
44, HECTOR 22 Jun 66
45. SAMSON 5 Oct 66

46 TOURBILLON 24 Dec 66
BRAVO

A7, HADLEY 26 Jan 67

4B. NANSEN 22 Apr 67

49 [no name] 21 Aug 67

50. GOLDFISH 13 Sep 67

51. RED DRAGON 21 Sep 67

52, VOI 18 Oct 67

TOP_SECGRET

Axr ]

Helo 10

AiT 9

Helo 15

Hele 8

Air 2

Helo 11

Helo 17

Air 2

Sea 1

At 7

infal to Tm TOURBILLON, 2 men killed

as result of dron Tm inst'd Tm TOUR-
BILLON 1n roadi atch techniques 21

Dec 65, Tm TOURBILLOM gave 3 nien to

Tm VERSE, V\ERSE detached 27Jul67, -
Hanoi Radio announced capture

Qct 66 received msg in clear text:
TROMEO ALREADY CAPTURED." Last radio
contact 5Aug68, declared MIA 4hoves.

1 man killed on drop, last radio con-
tact 55Sep66, dropped 7Dec66

Reinf 11 men (Tm HECTOR BRAVO) 23 Sep
66 HECTOR § HECTOR BRAVO never linked
up. BRAVO dropped 28Dec66 Last con-
tact w/HECTOR 1S5Mar67, dropped 26Jun6?

LZ 1n Laos. Last radio contact 2Decéé6,
dropped IMar67.

Reinf for TOURBILLON Took in wiretap
& electronic sensor devices

LZ in Laos Foot infil to NVN, Jun 68
analysis: Tm believed captured soon
after landing. Used as diversion since
Jun 67, told to exfil to Laos  Mar 69
Tm rept'd they were in Laes again &
ready for pickup, could not locate

LZ in Laos Tm never reached NVN,
enemy vic LZ, requested exfil. See
p2 G-I11-4-15, 67 History

Reinf for Tm REMUS

Inf1l by PLOWMAN Mission 327 Agents
had been recrydfted from detainees on
PARADISE., gents were to remain 1n-
place 60-90 days & exfil by seza. Never
contacted

Widely dispersed on infil. US Case OQff
believed Tm under NVN conttol, VN Case
CGff believed Tm OK as result of Jun 68
analysis. Radic contact contlnues in
ApT 69.

Nc contact ever estab after ainfil.

-

C-b_ﬁi Annex B to
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b. Misslon. It was originally intended¥ that STRATA teams -
would be well indoctrinated in the SSPL'and leave leafllets and -
posters zlong the tralls in thelr operational areas However, -
in August 1968, SOG directed that STRATA teams no longer be tasked -
with multiple misslons on the same operation, e.g., roadwatch, ° z
prisoner snatech and SSPL distribution. Subsequently, STRATA H
teams were charged wlth only one mlssicn per infiltration,
principally: roadwatch, reconnaissance, or prisoner snatch.
Distribution of SSPL material was halted as a secondary mlssion.*¥® :

¢, Typical Mission. Once a STRATA team had been assigned a -

mission objectlve and a deslgnated area of operations, the

selected team was alerted and placed in an isolatlion area. - -z

-2 (hin
- (b3
e
..
-z
=
a
-
.
(-4
.-
[
=
.
L
af

ACF3, "Ad Hoc Evaluation Group Report,” 14 Feb 1968,
s P.6. (SACSA)
rical Summary, Alrborne Studies Group, "SO0G Annual
ry," 5 Jan €9, p.11. (SACSA)
"Ad Hoe Evaluation Group Report," 14 Feb 1968,

R _on 11, tSACSAN
port, MACT3, "Ad Hoc Evaluation Group Report," 14 Feb 1968,
> TIMBERWORK(E), p.B.. (S8GSS),

Pnnery B to
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d. Organizational Change. The bomblng halt of 1 November

1968 restricted any further cperations in North Vietnam The

final two STHRATA teams to be deployed In the North were exfiltrated

on 23 Octaober. STRATA assets, 1nEiuding the Monkey Mountaln FOB, -
Studies

were turned over to OP=35 {Ground /  Group) for empleyment 1n the

PRAIRIE FIRE and DANIEL BOONE/SALEM HOUSE areas of operation {The z

operations of the STRATA teams from November until July 1969

will be covered in the Appendices on Laos and Cambodla.) An

570370

evaluation by SO0G of STHATA operations under OP-35 resulted in b
the teams being returned to the contreol of 0P-36 (Airborne Studies 1<
Group) on 1 July 1969. The principal factors prompting the 1
return was the deterioration of training and morale resulting 1z
from reduced individual attentlon deveted to the teams under iz

the OP=-

arrangement. 1L

2. } Mission Narratives - 1967-1968. Only two teams were 12
insepfed 1n 1967; one of which was exfiltrated. From January 1€
1968 until the bombing pause of 1 November, 24 STRATA teams were 1

infllitrated into NVN. 1:

"Twenty teams were successfully exfiltrated with all members,
three teams exfiltrated minus missing members, and Team 120 has
been missing in 1ts entirety since 17 May. There were twelve
meeting engagements wlth enemy personnel {15 STRATA agents were
lost] , . . Nine intelligence reperts were forwarded to higher
headquarters based upon information gathered by STRATA teams."#

Narratives of all STRATA missions conducted prior to the bombing 19
halt of 1 November 1968 are included below®*®, 20

a."STRATA III, composed of 7 VN agents was inflltrated by
CH~3 helicopter into NVN vicinity of XE 0744 on 2407152 Sep 67.
Team was to move to roadwatch sites along route 101, viecinity of
XE 1254 and report real-time intelligence in STRATA Target Area 5.
Infiltration was accomplished without incident. No enemy contact
but because of difflcult terraln, 1llness of two team members, and
lack of water, team was emergency exfiltrated by CH-~3 helicopter
vicinity of XE 1048 on 2810452 Sep 67.%

b, " STRATA 112, composed of 10 VN agents parachute
infiltrated into NVN vicinity WE 787854 at 221920Z Oct 67 on
STRATA Target 1. Enroute to rcadwatch slte overloocking junction

L Istery, M4CS50G, "Annex F to MACV 1968 Command History,"
. P=ILI-b, (BACSA)
(/p ) Memo, CINCPAC Staff, "STRATA Teams", undated,

TOP SECRET C-b-67 Annex B to
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of route 15 and 101, team made unexpected cortact with enemy anc
requested exfiltration. Four eafiltration attemots by Ch-3 nel.-
copters were unsuccessful. Team last heard from T Nov 67.
Subsequent recon missions fallea to locate tear and on 11 Jan 6°F
STRATA 112 was dropped from active agent rolls.

c¢. " STRATA III, composed of 8 VN agents, inflltrated by
CH-3 helicopter into NVN vicinity XE 452009 at 171547H Mar 68, °
on STRATA Target 7. Mission ol team was to conduct roadwatch
along Route 196. Inflltration was without Incldent; team moved c¢=°
the L2 and established cache slte off the L2 and established a
position at XE U54018 at 1718B00H. At 180700H team moved ocut
toward roadwatch site and at 1813LSH contacted two squads local
milltla., After a twenty minute firefight in whilch three enemy wers
killed or wounded the team withdrew. Prior to wlthdrawal team
heard three explosions belleved to be M=14 anti-personnel mines
previously emplaced by team. Team then established an overnight
'safe area' and at 190T00H establlished radic contact with FOB
Danang. During day of 19 March team observed other enemy
mlilitia activity but had no further contact uith enemy. Team hezrz
three more explosions, belleved to be other T-14 mines, from the
directlion of firefight area. At 200700H team contacted 02 FAC
alreraft. Team made two additional contacts with FAC and on 22105.Z
was visually located by ailrcraft observer, Team was extracted by T=-3%
at 231345H, vicinity XE 417016. Team found no evidence to deterrirne
whether or not significant infilcration traffic 1s passing througn zne
local militla force of less than company size. No regular NVA
activity noted.

d., "STRATA 113, composed of 8 VN agents, inflltrated
vielnity XE 436125, by CH=-3 helicopter on 3108352 Mar Gé, on STRAT-
Target 7A. Team establisbhed radio contact with FOB, Danang and
reported its position on 0l0755Z Apr 68. No enemy contaet reporiexz.
Team reported on 030610Z Apr 68 that they had arrived at Base Ca-c
location, vielnity XE U439105. No enemy contact. ©On 4 April, tesz
conducted reconnalssance in Base Camp area. Due to lack of enery
contact, team mission extended for five (5) days 1n order tao provize
ample time for thorough reconnaissance of Route 1961. 0On 5 April,
team reported completion of reconnaissance of Route 1961, no infecr-
mation furnished (at this time) on results cof reconnailssance. Tez=
exfiltrated from vieinity XE 417121 at 0708052 Apr 68.

e. " The FAC control of the helicopter insertion of one
STRATA team (114) and the extraction of another STRATA team (113)
on the same mission 1s proving to be a sound method for control
Er helicopters flying through hostile areas and for locating

Z's,

f, "STRATA 114, composed of 8 VN agents, infiltrated on
STRATA Target 7B, vicinity XD 484685 at 07075472 April 1968,
Team contacted FOB, Danang by velce and CW at 0710452 April
and on 0B0710Z April and reported 1ts position vicinity XD 47498c,
Team moving toward Route 196, vicinity XD 4599. Team contacted
FOB, Danang by radio (CW) on 090015Z April, no enemy contact.
At 0908302 April, team contacted six enemy armed with AK 47
rifles., MNo friendly casualtles, enemy casualtles unknown. Team
instructed to move south to Route 196, vieinity XD 4497, 1101302
April, team contacted FOB, Team lecated vicinity XD 466992,
FOB directed team to move south to XD U696. CV radio contacts
at 120100Z and 120335Z April. Team located XD 458792 Team
instructed to cross Route 196, vicinity XD 4496, to take plctures,
emplace mlnes, and leave leaflets. On 13 April team emplaced I'-1-
mines, left SSPL leaflets and flag vicinlity XD 459983 (suspected
enemy checkpoint). One hour later team hezrd explosions from the
direction, of the emplaced mines, Team exflltrated by CH-3 from

Annex B to
Appendlx C

- - C e e ——— - ——

ovamu alanbimnad we Mmn e lrbkam brnm mnermAd rwed and ;re e Pone . b o

570370



MORI DocID. 570370

ECEET

vicinity XD 432982 at 150920Z April. During exfiltration hoasts
Wwith Jungle penetrators were used for pickur. lo friendly
casualties and unknown epemy casualties. Excellent PRC 74 vaice
and Cv ¢ommunicatlions established and maintalned throughout

the operation. Fallure of enemy to pursue team after contact on
9 April indicates that enemy troops are local militla or have
specifiec location, suech as way station, to goard

g. "STRATA 122, coroposed of 4 VN agents, infiltrated on
STRATA Target 2, vicirlty XE 363215 at 1505232 iay 1968, Radlo
contact established, team leader reported all members well and no
problems encountered on infiltration. On 16 May, team reported 1ts
location as XE 354215, stated that upon comoleticn of the infiltraticr
team moved on azimuth of 265 degrees through rugged terraln,
cbserved many tralls with footprints and traces with direetion of
travel toward 200 degrees. Team located vicinity XE 354215 and
reported hearing the flring of heavy weapons (at 1523002 May)
from an area west of 1ts positlon (XE 354215). Team plans to remailn
at XE 354215 and conduct reconnaissance of area. On 17 May, tearm
located XE 352214 and st1ll encountering high racky terrain. One
team member reported 111 at 1612302 May and as a result, team will
remaln temporarily at XE 352214, Team cbserved jet alrcraft strike
to 1ts West at 1609202 May and another airstrike to the North. HNo
secondary explosions. HNegative enemy contact. On 1801b40Z May,
team reported i1ts location vielnity XE 356214. One team member
reported 111, FOB provided medical treatment advise wvia radio.
Team will move to LZ, viecinity XE 337216 for planned extraction
on 21 May. On 19 May, team visually sighted at XE 356218 by
STRATA FAC cobserver. Team scheduled for extraction 21 May. On
20 May, team stlll located viecinlty XE 356218. Team extracted
viecinity XE 3521 at 220520Z May. Debriefing at FOB, Danang underway.

" Since one member of the team became 111 (later 1llness was
diagnosed as severe kidney Infectlon the team determined they could
not continue mission (rugged terraln coupled with team member's
1llness) on 17 May and team requested /exfiltratiog7 an 22 Nay. Fro-
17 May untll extraction on 22 May the Team performed only those
activitles connected with thelr security, survival, and exfiltration
Extraction was accomplished by CH=3, using holst and jungle
penetrator,

"No enemy contact, no friendly casualties.

"Since the team did not reach its objective (Houte 137) no
roadwatch information was provided., Some usable informatlion was
reported concerning terrain, flora, and fauna which possibly could
be useful survival/evasion/escape information for future operations in
the area,.

h. “STRATA 111, composed of 7 VN agents, inflltrated on STRATA
Target 7C, vicinity XE 4404 at 1405447 May 68. On 15 May team
reported its location as XEULYO036. Negative contact with enemy. Or
16 May 68, team reported its location as XEU438105, no contact with
enemy, and team moving on azimuth of 145 degrees. On 17 May, tear
located at XE 449098. Team reported hearing rifle fire at 1610152
May at 1,000 meters and 90 degrees fron XE B42008 and dogs barking
and rifle fire approximately 1,000 meters away on an azimuth of
10 degrees from XE 4U2008. Wegative enemy contact. Team located
at XD 452095 at radio contact 1B80245Z [lay. Team proceeding on
heading of 145 degrees toward Route 196. As of 20 May, team still
in vielnity XD 452095, will proceed to roadwatch site. 21 May,
radio contagt contlnues; team moving on azimuth of 145 degrees
dwatch site. On 23 May contact by alr to ground voice

C~b-69
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and FOB to team by C¥ radisc. &s of 2&03052 May team located

at XD451936, will move to roaduateh site at XD 4bhgyy Qn 2500107
Nay, team 'rogered® for team traffic and continued to move tovard
roadwateh site, Last eontact 27014572 fay, ertractior planned for
2B May. Team extracted from NV, vicinity XDB1892E at 2204452 tHay
6§. Debriefing underway at FOB, Danarg on 30 Maj; 68. Debriefing
completed 31 May 1968. -—

3. “"STRATA 120, composed of 6 VN agents, infiltrated on STRATA
Target 7D, viclnity XE 5206 at 1405337 May 1968. Radio contact
with FOB established at 150900Z ray. Team directed to provide
situation and location report. On 16 May team reported location as
XE 527080 and no enemy contaet. Team located at XE 536064 at
radlo contact 1709107 May and reported experiesncing diffieulty in
movement beecause of rocky terralin. Team moving east toward target
area overlooking SONG LONG DAI river and LANG MO village. Teanm
last heard from on 170910Z May, vicinlty XE 536064, Team supposedly
split into three two man reconnalssance elerments to conduct river
watch, Communications should be re-established by 21 May, 1f not,
planned overflight will be conducted 22 May, with observation aircraft
using M radioc for alr te ground contact. On 22 May negative contack
with FOB Danang, ABCCC alrecraft or 0-2 observer, search continues
on 22 May. No contact on 23 May, all emergency search and contact
procedures now in effect. No contact on 24 May. Emergency contact
procedures stl1ll in effect 25 and 26 May, negative contact, Team
last reporsed 1705102 May. Emergency contact procedures
included* Danang FOB single sldepand, CW and voice radio braad-
casts on scheduled and unscheduled basis, ABCCC alrcraft trans-
mlsslons hourly; blind broadcasts over SSPL transmitter; 0-2
and a-1 alreraft overflights using FM radilo and search for visual
signals. Team 15 presumed missing. 0-2 aircraft overflights will
continue to look for team on a periodlc basis.

J. "STRATA 113, (8 VN) infiltrated vicinity XE 2631, on STRATA
Target 24, on 220k247 May 68. Mission 1s to conduct roadwatch on
Route 137, Negative contact with FOB as of 240500Z May. As of
2600302 May negatlve contact with FOB. 0-2 alreraft averfliight
scheduled for 26 May. &lr to ground contact established 260530Z May
via 0=2 alreraft. Team located at XE2B0318, reports difficulty with
PRC 74 radio. 0-2 observation alreralt flight planned for 25 May;
STRATA observer will transmit lnstructions to team via FM radic.
Team contacted by (-2 observer alreraft 29 May, vicinity XE
282326, Resupply will he attempted 30 May. Resupply mission
cancelled 30 & 31 May due to weather. Team last heard by 0-2
cbserver aireraft 29 May, vicinity XE 28232€. Team contacted by
0-2 ailrcraft on FM radio at 0203302 June., Team reported Base
camp located at XE 268325 and roadwatch site at XE 310326, On
2 June team received two (2) resupply bundles in free-fall drop from
0-2 aircraft. Team reports negative enemy contact and all team
memhers safe. Team scheduled for extraction 5 June. Teanm
visually sighted by 0-2 aircraft abserver 0405102 Jun at extractien
LZ vieanlty XE 279335, scheduled for extraction 7 June. Team
extracted from viecinity 279335 at 0703287 June 1968.

k. "STRATA 114 (7 VN} inTiltrated vicinity XD 5649869, on STRATA
Target #13, at 0604152 Jun 68. Mission is roadwateh of Route 1036
(vicinity XD 638848)., Contact with team as of 0707152 Jun. Team
located at XD 596865 as of 090730Z JUM, negative enemy contact.

On 10 JUN team located vieinity XD 628855 team reported hearing
bombers and rifle fire 0910502 JUN vicinity YD 623876 ans %XD630733.
Team reported 101030Z JUN vicinity XD 631B65. At 1008302 JUN

team reported hearing many bombs approximately 300 meters from

ion between 10080QZ ~ 100830Z JUN. A 'no bomb line!
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coordinates YO §20840, XD 650840, XD 690870 and XD €2087C has

ol been establisnez in thelr area effective 1102252 JUY., Tep~ renortec
many trucks ir zrea moving south on 111500Z JUN 5 ney 'nc borb line!
estaolished 7T £286, XD 6283, and XD 6584, effective 1203002 JUN.
At 121300Z JU team revorted (from vicinity XD 634835) a trucr park/
mater wool in arvea XD 637845, Team revorted struck conveoys (ol
30 venicles ezcr) moving on road between 13307 and 2100Z hcurs .
Trucks appearec to be heavlly loaded military Etrucks Alr strikes
in area have rzt hit road, At 1213152 JUN team recorted thzt team
leaner, Asa't team legder, and one (1) radio operator had not returnso
from reconndaissznce. Team contacted FOB 1402002 JUR from
vicipity XD 61lI45 and reported that the three missing tean members
aprerently corsacued enemy duraing morning hours of 12 JUN. Swrall
arns fire ana grenade explosions were heard at base camp by the other
four team merbers. No contact with three {(3) missing members.

. Team {~)} locatei by STRATA observer in 0-2 alrcraft at XD 608868 on
1405502 JUN. Te=am moving west Lo extraction LZ. On 15 JUN team
(~) contacted vicinity XD 613865 by aerial observer; team continuing
to move to LZ, no enemy contact reported. Team (-) contacted TOB
Danang at 1603302 and 1607002 and reported location a5 XD 537865,
Team (=)}, four indigenous members extracted viclnity XD 5973865
at 18081Bz Jud.

1. "STRATS 115, (7 CAMB) infiltrated wvicinity WE 629911, 1n
STRATA Target rr=a #11, at 150535Z June, Mission 1s roadwatch
trail activity vicinity WE 715900. WNegatlve radlo contact as of
2105502 June. <Team visually sighted at 2205302 June at WE666906.
Team contacted 5~2 agircraft on FM radio and sent coded message to
STRATA alr observer. Team contacted by radio 24 June at WE700920; re-
supply schedulez for 250900Z June. Resupplied 26 June. Enemy
contact 27 June vie WE 711925, HNo friendly casualtles; one enemy
KIA and two VIf, Teanm position compromised, exfiltrated 290T719Z
June '68., The exfiltration CH-3 recelved three hits rrom small
arms approximately 1 KM from LZ; no casualties,

m. "STRATA 111. (7 VN) infiltrated viecinity XD 557921, in STRATA
Target Area 13-, at 2005312 June. Misslon 1s roadwatch of Route
1036. At 2102302 June, %team reported itz location at XD 568912,
negative énery contact, team moving toward roadwatch poesition on
Route 1036. Tez~ visually located at XD 59%792) when contacted 2200302
June; negative evwemy contact. Team contacted by radlc 24014527 June,
location XD 628264; negatlve enemy contact. Enemy contact 20 June
vie YD 642893; laid mines and withdrew, Mines exploded shortly after
withdrawal. Teas safe vie XD 598890, Team reported safe 27 June,
moving toward resunply D2 vie XD 586894, Second enemy contact
3009252 June vic XD B72902. One friendly WIA, eastimate 3 enemy WIA
{possibly DIA}. Exfiltrated 3007112 June '6B vic XD 568893,
Circumstaneces surrounding the wounding of one teem member and
inconsistencies noticed during debriefing have lead to the confinement
of the team me-pers during investlgation by a SVN securlty agency and
thelr removal frem the STHATA Program.

n. "STRATA 117 (7 CAMB) iInfiltrated into NVN vielnlty XD b440932,
on STRATA Target #7E at 270538Z June. Mission was to observe,
report, and recerd amount and ldentity of all traffic utilizing Rte
196, Radio cor:zszat was established with FOB Danang and at 2906002
team reported ivs location as XD 472948; no enemy contact. ©On 3¢
June team reported its location as XD 464955, no enemy contaet.

On 2 July, tea~ established roadwateh site at XD 439780; nothing
significant reccried. On 3/8 July, from a roadwatch site at D
389750, team revcrted 'no enemy traffle of any description cbserved?’.
Team actually petrolled road and 2aw no evidence of recent use.

TOB~SECRET C~b-T71 fnnex B to
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On 5 July, team reported from vicinity XD L35002; no enemy
contact., Team exfiltrated from vicinity XD 435002 at 0607362
July. Upon completion of debriefing it vas decided that the
porticn of Rte. 196, designated as STRATA Target 7E, 1s no longer
considered a lucrative target for STRATA operations.

o. "STRATA 118 (7 VN) infiltrated into NVN vicinity XE 297376
in STRATA Target #2B, at 0709312 JUL 68; no enemy contact. Missilor
roadwatch on Rte 137. At 100230Z Jul, team contacted FOB Danang
and reported no enemy contact. At 1006152 JUL, team reported to
STRATA aerlal observer that they had made contaet and were pursued
by enemy troops; reported all team members safe. Team emplaced
M-14 mines 1n area and withdrew to vicinity XE 295370. Team
directed to move to vieinlty XE 284351 for extraction. At 1102302
JUL, team reported all members safe and located at XE 305370. On
12/13 JUL, team continued to evade enemy enroute to extraction
slte located vicinlty XE 284351, Team extracted from vicinity
XE 292366 at 1408252 JUL 6B. Team 4d1d not aceomplish 1ts survell-
lance mlssion of Rte 137. Roadwatch mission agalnst Rte 137 reschecg.’:z:
for on or about 30 JUL 68.

p. "STRATA 94 (7 VN) infiltrated into NVN, vicinity XD 594824, or
STRATA target #13B, at 130652Z JUL 68. Misslon* roadwatch Rte
1036 {Bat Lak Road). 15 July radic contact established; team
reported beilng pursued by enemy, no casualties. At 161040Z JUL,
team reported 1ts location as XD 612827. On 21 JUL, team reported
that it had established hase camp at XD 618825; three team members
conducted reconnalssance for roadwatech site. Base camp team
members reported hearipg small arms and explosicn from direction of
three recon members. Last contact 2108552 JUL. On 23 JUL team
reportecd that the three recon members relolned remalnder of team
at base camp; no friendly casualties, Recon element reported (1)
that 1t was unable to reach proposed roadwatch site because of eneny
securlty in area; (2} identifled two other enemy-used trails
and (3) distributed SSPL materials and took photos of area in
vicinity of Rte 136. Team located vieinity XD 614833 on 2% Jul.
On 26 JUL team located vielnity XD 594823; extraction scheduled
for 28 JUL. Team extracted from vicinity XD 594823 at 2B0O7L42Z JUL €%.
Team failed to accomplish primary mission of roadwatch on Rte
1036. Secondary mission of distribution of SSPL material
accomplished. During debrlefing, interrogatlon response variance
among team members resulted in the credibility of the team becoming
questionable. ¥Further Interrogation, evaluation and remedial
training underway.

g. "STRATA 93 (7 VN) infiltrated into NVN, vicinity XE 202458,
on STRATA target #4, at 150645Z JUL 6B, Misslon: roadwatch on
Rte 101. Located vicinity XE 196467 at 1510052 JUL; reported terrair
conditions difficult, At 1607452 team reported its locatlion vicinlt;
XE 198488; one team member sustalned leg injury in fall from steep
cliff. On 21 JUL, team moved to vicinlty XE 19L476; because of
injured team member and rough terrain team scheduled for extraction
on ar about 23 JUL, On 17 JUL, team reparted a water shortage and
reguested, thru STRATA aerial observer, directions to nearest
water. Team was informed that water avalilable at XE 193467.
Team falled to locate water. On 18 and 20 Jul aerial resupply of
water attempted; 1ln both instances resupply unsuccessful as water
containers were broken upon impact. Team then directed to move to
extraction slte vieinity XE 194476 and on 23 JUL, team extracted
from vicinity XE 196473. Team 93 falled to accomplish assigned
mission of roadwateh on Rte 101.
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r. "STRATA 115 (7 VN)} infllitrated into NVHE, vioinity WE 739891
at 2105302 JUL 68, on STRATA Target #13A, Missien: conduct
reconnaissance and roadwateh on unnumbergd routes vicinity VE
710923, Team located at WE 727906 at 220817Z Jul, no enemy
contact, Team located vieinity WE 729911 as of 2407002 Jul 68,
no enemy contact. Team located vicinity WE 726912 on 25 Jul,
no enemy contact. On 26 Jul, team located vicinity WE 722917, no enerr
contact. Team lacated vieinity WE 714920 on 27 Jul; resupply
scheduled for 1 Aug. ‘Peam visually sighted by STHATA merial
observer on 31 Jul in vicinity ¥E 6891811; air to ground radilo contact
established. On 1 Aug, Al~0 resupply aborted when team reported D2
insecure; team directed to move to vielnity WE 740880, lLast
reported location WE 691912 as of 1 Aug. ©n 4 Aug team reported
location vicinity WE 715892; visual and radio contact established
with PAC aireraft on 6 Aug 68. Extraction planned for 9 Aug.

Last reported location was WE 745891 as of 8 Aug. Team belleved

te have had contact with enemy forces 7-9 Aug viecinity WE 738891,
herial search for team underway 9 Aug. Adverse weather § thru 11l Aug
affected visual search. Aerial observer belleved he sighted team
vicinlty WE 740880 on 12 Aug; observer received beeper signal on

URC 10 radio and cobserved panel atop a 60 ft. tree. Adverse

weather in area on 12/13 Aug; exgraction planned for 14 Aug.

Three (3) team members extracted from vicinity WE 696825 at

I40732%2 Aug 68; search will be conducted for four {4) missing
mnembers.

"Highlights from debrief of team 115: Team sbserved movements of
15 enemy groups {20-30 men each) on DE1030Z Aug; tesm was loeated
WE 742820 and enemy Yroups were moving along stresm ded from NE to SV,
At 0703302 Aug, an enemy platoon moved into team base camp vieinity
WE 742890, 'Ten minutes firefight resulted in one team member WIA
and left behind. Three other missing team memdpears last seen
during fireflgns. Prior to evacuatlon surviving team members
distributed SSPL material vielnity WE 711923, Team accomplished
primary mlssion in locating terminus unnumbered four meter wide
road (previously reported 8 Jul 68) at viclnity WE 711924, Secondary
mission of locating truck park vicinlty WE 728913 alse
accomplished {area was located but no evidence of personnel or
vehicle activity). Additional mission of distribution SS5PL material
was also accomplished at WE 711923. E and E techniques used by
the three survivors proved sound, E and E route provided sufficlent
food and water. Prom all inpdications the three missing team
members are still evading; aerlal search efforts will be continued.

8, "STRATA Team 119 (6 VN) infiltrated in NVN, vicinity XD 575921
at 2905582 Jul 68, on STRATA Target #13C. Mission: roadwatch on
route 1036 from vicinity XD 660945, On 31 July, team located
vicinity XD 604924; team reported hut and watch tower vieinity XD
535724, no enemy contact. As of 1 Aug, team losated vicinity
XD 6143975 no enemy contaet., Teaw located vicinity XD 627934 on
2 Aug; negative enemy contact, Team located vicinity XD 637937
as of 4 Aug; no enemy contact. On 6 Aug, team reported observing
3 anti~alreraft guns fired from vicinlty XD 676548 and enemy
securlty force in vieinity XD 680950; team located vicinity XD
666194, On 7 Aug team reported observing two cars/carts viclnity
XD 586846, On 8 Aug team reported sound of estimated enemy
platoon firing AK weapons and reported hearing the firing of two
rounds of artillery, Tesm located vicinity XD 653945 on 9 Aug.
Team moved toward extraction site vielnity XD 590920; extraction
planned for 13 Aug. On 10 Aug, team reported enemy search party in
area; extraction planned for 13 Aug, vieinity XD 590920. On 12
Aug, team located vicinlty XD 602921, Team reported two members
separated from the rest of team (cause unknown); because of adverss=
weather in area extraction scheduled for 14 Aug. Four (i) team
members extracted from viednity XD 584926 at 1409082 Aug 68;
search will be conducted for two {(2) missing memders.
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"Righlights from initial debrief surviving members of tean 11:
Team leader and scout ceparted on reconcat 1000602 Aug fror vig-~
¥D 62837. Team (-) hearc !iec voices at 100700Z Aug in vieinisvy o
camp; team (-) evaded, thus became separated from other tyo (recs
party) members, While evading team observed new tralls in area,
trucks vielnity XD 688a3L, two new roads suspectea to be by-pass
routes for Rte 1036, ancd observed many vood-cutters clearing ares.
Team emplaced I'-1t mines vacinity XD 657944 and distributed SSFL
material vicinity XD 659040, Team took photos throughout area Ir
vielnity of XD 575924, XD 585919, XD 590923 and XD635935. Other
plectures taken but film in possession of team leader who is MIA.

t. "STRATA Team 116 (7VN) infiltrated into NVN, vicinity XD
585845 at 050810Z Aug 68 on STRATA Target #13D., Mission capturs
1IVA prisoner and place '»14 mines on routes of milltary traffic.

Hlo radlo contact on 6/7 Aug. Team located vicinity XD 625844 as &7
8 Aug. On 10 Aug, team located viclnity XD 651837. Team locatec
vieinity XD 634845 on 11 Aug. Extraction scheduled for 15 Aug;
last radioc contact 1l Aug 68. Team located XD 592327 on 15 Aug;
extraction planned for 16 Aug. Team extracted for vicinity

XD 592828 at 160709Z Aug 68,

"Team had no visual or physical enemy contaets. Prior to
extraction team located and investigated deserted "settlement”.
Area contalned several supply; perscnnel and commo bunkers, and
several bulldings. Settlement appeared to have been recently
used, team booby-trapped commo bunkers with claymore mlnes.

Team dld not accemplish primary mission of capturing a prisoner
nor were they able to observe Rte 1036, Thils was team 116's first
mission; reperting on settlement area/camp site was thorough

and complete to include photos and sketch,

u. "STRATA Team 118 (6 VN) infiltrated into NVN, vieinity XE
264313 at 060544Z Aug 6B on STRATA Target #2C. Mission: roadwatco:n
on Route 137 from vicinity XE 330180. As of B Aug, team located
vicinity XE 268306, On 11 Aug, team located vieinity XE 281307
and reported belng chased by enemy. Team located viecinity XE
287307 as of 14 Aug., On 15 Aug team located XE 293304 and reportes
enemy (unknown size) in area, On 17 Aug team reported they had
observed an estimated enery Bn. moving NE to SW at AE 298304; tez-
located viclnity XE 291301, Team visually sighted, at XE 26331%
at 200700Z Aug by STRATA aerlal observer, voilce contact establishacz
at sgge time. Team extracted from viecinity XE 26414 at 210641Z
Aug .

"Debriefing highlights Team reported visual and/or physilcal
contaects with enemy personnel on 15, 16, 17 and 18 Aug. On 15
Aug three team members on recon cbserved NVA soldlers fleeing frco
alrstrikes vicinlty XE 313321 to XE 296296; airstrikes lasted sever=zl
hours with sortles of two Jets striking approximately every twent:
minutes. About 30 NVA soldiers (carrying four wounded) moved to z=2
recon site on morning of 16 Aug, enemy dressed in black uniforms,
armed with AK-47's, BAR's and mortars. Recon element was seen b:
enemy and then recon element withdrew.

“At 161130Z Aug the team members went out to observe Rte. 137;
located an enemy base carp vicinity XE 297302. Four enemy soldiec-s
aporoached team, fired on team and team withdrew from vicinity
XE 293301, Enemy searched for team members throughout the night.

"On 1B Aug while three team members were taking photos vicinis-
XE 306313 a company of enemy appeared; team wilthdrew after short
fire-fight (unknoWwn number enemy casualtles, no {riendly casualtiles’,
team emplaced M-14 mines along route of withdrawal.

Top €ECRET C-b-7h Annex B to
Appendix C
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"During the period 172300Z - 180050Z- Aug team observed body

of trcops (270 by count, more not counted) moving SW, wvieinitv

XE 29829L, on trail parallel to Rte. 137. Troops were dressed in
black untforms, carried machine guns, AK-47's, 50 cal MG, mortars,
and larg=sr unldentified weapons.

"Temm was not able to observe Fte. 137; observed several usable
tralls paralleling Rte. 137. SSPL material was placed at XE
306313, photos taken throughout area; M-14 anti-personnel mines
emplacea vieinity X& 306313 and XE 300310. Team reported that
enemy volces heard spoke with South Vietnamese accents.

v. "ETRATA Team 94 (7 VN) infiltrated inteo NVN, vicinity XD
568868 at 1409152 Aug 68 on STRATA Target #13E. Mission
Roadwatch Rte. 1036. Team located XD 563859 on 15 Aug. On
16 Aug team located XD 556862, reported contact with enemy
platoon at XD 581781 on 1408302 Aug. Team extracted from vicinity
XD 565860 at 1808057 Aug 68.

"Debriefilng highlights: On 10 Aug, four (4) NVA soldiers armed
with AK-47's entered team base camp; during a three minute verbal
exchange NVA soldiers urged STRATA team personnel to surrender.
Team opened fire and killed all four enemy personnel. Teanm then
withdrew from base camp after recelving approximately 500 rounds
of small arms fire from estlimated enemy platoon. During with-
drawal team emplaced thirteen (13) M=14 anti-personnel mines along
withdrawal route; no SSPL materilal distributed.

w, “STRATA Team 93 (7 VN) infiltrated into NVN vicinity XE
247483, on STRATA Target #4A, at 3108062 AUG. Mission: Roadwatch
Route 101, No radio contact on 1 SEP, On 2 3EP, team reported
enemy activity vieinity XE 252495, On 3 SEP, team reported
negatlve enemy ccntact; established roadwatch site viecinlty XE
249512, st 0614207 SEP, team reported hearing artillery fire to
North of roadwateh site; team was unable to contact ABCCC alreraft
on 6 SEP, Team reported followlng information on 7 SEP; from
roadwatch site at 249512. Team observed 16 covered transport trucks
moving E to W at 031200Z SEP. Trucks moved approximately 30 KM
PH and traveled ten minutes apart. Team further reported that
one infantry squad patrols Route 101 each.day. Team also reported
one bomb strike on Rt. 101 near roadwatch slte. On 8 SEP, team with-
drew fron roadwatch site due to enemy activity in area, no enemy
contact., On 9 SEP, team reported observing two trucks moving
E to W at 0912402 SEP; no enemy contact. Team located vieinity
XE 238512 on 10 SEP; no enemy contact. On 11 SEP, team located
vicinity XE 263517; reported enemy patrols 1n area, on contaet with
enemy. ©On 12 SEP, team located vicinity XE 268513, no enemy
contact., Team extracted from viclpnity XE 268513 at 140635Z SEP.

X. “"STRATA Team 116 (8 VN) inflltrated into NVN vieinity XD
557921, on STRATA Target #13F, at 090655Z SEP. Mission: to capture
a prisoner. On 1l SEP, first radio contact (volce toc FOB), team
reported location vieinity XD 595926, no enemy contact. Team
established base camp at XD 557921; ambush site established nearby
to attempt to capture a prisoner. No radlo contact 15/16 SEP,

On 17 SEP, team reported termination of ambush site; no enemy
actlvity in area, and team now patrolling vieinity XD 589920 in
effort to locate enemy and capture prisoner. No enemy contact

or activity through 19 SEP. Extraction on 22 SEP cancelled due

to adverse weather; team located and visually sighted at LZ site
vicinity XD 557923 on 21 SEP. Team extracted from vicinity XD
557923 at 2307102 SEF. Misslion of prisoner capture not acccmplished.

TP SECRET C=b~TH Annex B to
Appendix C
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¥y. "STRATA Team 92 (8 VN) infiltrateg into NVN vicinity WE

4 714777, at 1505022 SEP on STRATA Target #11B. Misslon. area recon-
naissance. No radlo contact through 17 SEP. On 18 SEP, team
reported successful lnsertion, establishment of cache site at \E
715799, slow movement because of difficult terrain, from vicinity
WE 711798 (on 17 SEP) heard three rounds LG fire and several
artillery exploslons approximately-one mile east of thelr wosition
On 19 SEP, team reportedly on heavily used trail vicinity V=
712793, On 21 SEP, team reported having been pursued by enemy
during night of 21 SEF. On 22 SEP, team reported 1ts location at
WE 724823 and reported two enemy companies using trall in area,
further reported having emplaced M14 mines and heard subsequent
exploslons during night 21/22 SEP; no enemy ceontact., Team
reported 1ts location at WE 720860 as of 240030Z SEP. On 25 SEP
team located WE 718860, reported negative enemy contact. Team
located at WE 698883 on 26/27 SEP; no enemy contact. Team

' extracted from viecinity WE 713825 at 2805172 SEP.

NOTE: Subsequent to the 1 November 1968 stand-down STRATA assets
were retrained/reoriented for operations in the PRAIRIE
FIRE/SALEM HOUSE areas of operation. Operatlions commenced
in th€ PF/SH A0's in December 1968,

) Mission Summary. A summary of all STRATA operatians?® 1

mbing halt can be seen in Figure B-16,

w N

S) STRATA Targets. Fifteen STRATA targets were approved by

=

CINCPAC. Figure B-17 identifies the targets and outlines MACSOG

(%11

Justification in each case.®

5. S) Target Locaticns. Flgure B-18%% i{s an abbreviated list

of the 24 STRATA missions conducted in 1968. Figure B-19** is a

m =3 O

chart showlng the target area of each mlssion conducted. (The

A1%)

two misslons conducted in 1967 and not included on the chart were

directed at target areas 5 and 1, respectively.) 10

ol
;/}23 bid.
b, ) History, MACSOG, "Annex F to MACV 1968 Command History,"
p. F=IIT-4. (SACSA)

TOP CRET C-b-,u Annex B to
§ Aonendlx €
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TOP SEC

FIGURE B-17 )
ETRATA mmmyw)/

Target 15/

Target justification: The target 1s located vicinity WE B579 at the
Junction of RVM Nationnl Rte 15 =snd 101, This is a major fork in the in-
filtration routes lending from NVIl into laocs and SVIl. The target area is
north of the Mu Gis Pass and containe mumerous truck parks, storsge and
staging areas. SICRs D-133 12429, deted 3 May 66, and U-GAP-13500, dated
30 March 66, requested information regarding enemy infiltration, IOC and
tranaportation. Additionally, TAF desires information on this terget in-
asmuch as it is & major target for alr strikes, A STRATA team operating
in Target 1 will be able to provide a comparison of truffic density moving
along 10C. Further, it is expected that valuable targeting dmta can be
provided for air strikes. A 15-man STRATA team will infiltrate thie target
by R-3 type helicopters and remain for epproximately 15 dsys.

Target ﬂ

Target justification: The target is located vicinity XE 3435 and is
situnted along AVH Natlional Rte 137. XNVE Netionsl Rte 13T 18 & major
supplement to NVN National Rte 15. TAF is interested in this ares. Target
2 ia considered a sulteble target for STRATA team becsuse of the extremely
dirficult terrain, which sttributes to the scarce habitance in the aren and
an apparent lack of enemy forces ip the vicinity of the target. A 10-man
STRATA team will infiltrate this terget by E-3 type helicopters and remsin

for approximately seven days.
Target 3_9'-’

Target justification: The target is located vicinity XD 8388 and 1s
situated elong NVN National Rte 103, This area is believed to be an enemy
rest ares and storage srea. Two bridges are located in the target ares;
however, no truck parks have been noted. Indicationg are thet NVH NHational
Rte 103 18 heavaly traevelled snd that trucks are parked at designated sites
slopng the route. A STRATA team can report traffic density elong RVR
Hatlional Rte 103 and provide valueble targeting data for aiy strikes. A
10.man STRATA team will infiltrate this target by H-3 type helicopters and
remain for approximately five days.

g/ COMUSMACY MACSOG 216T/2301472 May 67 (CINCPAC 300117Z May 67)

TOP sz( C-b-T7 Annex B to

7—_" Appendix C

570370



MORI DocID:

FICURE B-17 (r.'on;'d)

Target 4e/

Target justification: The target is located vicinity XE 2350 and is
situsted elong Rte 101. It provides the principal transportation link .
between Rtes 15 and 137, both of which are prancipal read infiltzation
routes into Laos. Survelllsnce of Rte 101 will provide intelligence on the
volume and direction of flow of traffie on & principal interior route. In
addition, valuable targeting dats can be developed for TAF.

Target 52/

Target Justification: The target is located vicinity XE 1353 along Rte
101. It is coneidered to be one of the rost heavily used routes in HVH. It
provides the principal transportation link between Rtes 15 mnd 137, both of
vwhich are prinecaipal road infiltration routes into Laos. Survelllsnce of
Rte 101 wil) provade intelligence on the volume and direction of {low of
traffie on princapal interior route. In additicn, valusble targeting data
can be developed for TAF.

Target 65/

Target jJustification: The terget is located vicinity XB 3841 and is
gitunted along NV Matlonal Rte 137. DIA intelligence bulletin lists Rte
137 as one of the most heavily traveled routee in NVR, and is s major
vehicle concentration area, It is the second wmajor inisnd infiltration
route Ior supplies to Leos and HVN. At this point, 1t 1s fed by Rte 101
from the North. Surveillance of this route will provide inforaation on the
volume and direction of traffic flow. In additiocn, valuable targeting data

can be developed for TAF.
Target 7/

Target justificatlon: The target 1s located vicinity XE 5505 west on
Rte 196. The condition, status of Rte 196 is not known. Use of the DIA
Glang River for movement of supplies and equipment is elso unknown. Sur-
velllance of this sres will provade informetion on the status and use of
these two routes of movement. In addition, valunble targeting data can be
developed for TAF.

8/ COMUSMACY MACV 405T7/2307252 Aug 67 (CINCPAC 3122167 Aug 67)

C-b-78 Annex B to
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DocID:

Target 89/

Target justification: The target is located vicinlty XE 5528 and con-
sists of a series of truck parks along Song Dun, approximately 1lb na from
the Laos/NVN border; not associated with any known roed. This could be &
major storage srea or the beginning of a new overland route to Lacs. Sur-
velllance of the area will provide information on the size, use and content
of the truck perk/stornge areas. In additicn, valuable targeting data can

be developed for TAF.
Target 294

Target Justification: The target is located vieinity VG TOXO and 1s
tltuated along Rte T. It connects NVN Rte 1A and Laotion Rte 13 via the
Col Barthelemy Pess and is the primary supply route in support of Pathet
Loo operations in the Plaine Des Jarres area. Survelllsnce of this route
will provide informeation on the volume apd direction of traffic fiow. In
eddition, valuable targeting data can be developed for TAF.

Toarget 10t-’/

Target juptificestion: The target is located within the auadrant
WE 6095-T095 and F 6005~7005. Reconnaisgance of this erea is desired
to locate unnumbered routes which branch off of Rte 151.

Target JJ.P/

Target justificaticn: The target is located within the quadrant
WE 6585-~7585 and W 6595-7595. Reconneissance ip desired to locate en
unnumbered route which terminates at WE 713936.

Tarpet 1&’

Target jugtification: The target is located within the quadrant WE
8365-9265 and WE 8349-9249, Main target is Khe La Mong Road &g reported
in NIC Interrogetion Report (164/68-DOI: June 1966). hoad supposedly
tegins at Rte 101 and croases the Laotian border psoutheast Mu Gia Pass.

a/ COMUSMACY MACSO0 L057/230725Z Aug 67 (CINCPAC 312216Z Aug 67)
b/ coMUSMACY MACSOG 1985/140L122 Apr 68 (CTICPAC 1605242 Apr 65)

- Annex B to
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FIGURZ B-lwfam‘ 'a)

Target 139/

Target Justifieation: The target is located within the area XD 5991-
6991 and XD 5991-5981. Reconnaissance of this area 1s desired to deter-
mine enemy motorized and foot traffic on Rte 1038, known et Bat Lake (LAC
¥A) road ¥hich extends from XE 80BO63 (Rte 101) to XD 66K782. Aerial
photogrephy does not reveal any further extension of this road South or
West. Road is revorted serviceable and heavaly traveled. Tracked mnd
wvheeled vehicle tracks are very apparent from photo read-cuts. Target 1s
within helicopter range of Hehkon Phanom.

Target 1&1_’/
The target is located within the mrea of WP 26LS-4025 and WP 2627-k027.

Target 159/

The target is located within the area of WP 2053-3553 and WP 2037-3537.

Both target areas sre located near the Leotlian border and
ere appraximately kO kilometers scuthwest of Vieh (WF Ti64).
Each area wessures 1b x 1B ¥m with sbout one-third of each
ares overlsuping the princi roadwateh target Rte B.
Targetsareas are between 18Y 20 minutes and 189 34 mimrtes
parallels and are pot afflected by preeent overflights and
ordnance restrleticns. Both target erees are within hell-
copter fiight range from Rahkon Ponanom, Thailand.

s/ COMUSMACY MACSOG 2625/2002002 May 68 (CINCPAC 220LOYZ May 683
b/ COMUSMACYV MACSOG 3792/2107202 Jul 68 (CINCPAC 2321182 Jul 68

TOP €-b-80 Annex B to
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FIGURE B-18 )
STRATA MISSION DATA (U
Seq Tgt -
Ho. Tent Ares Dates Hiesion Remarks
1 111 (8 WiI) T 17-23 lar Roaawatch Enemy contect 1§ Mar
2 113 ga ) 7 31 Mar-T Apr  Recon/Roadwatch K/
3 s (8 i} T T-15 Apr Roacwatch Enemy contact 9 Apr
h 120 {6 VN) T 1417 oy Rlverwvatch Contact lost 17 May;
T declared IIA.
5 111 S'r ) T 14-29 May Roadwatch /A
6 122 (b i) 2 15-22 May Roadwatch N/A
T 113 (B w) 2 22 May-7 Jun Roedwatch N/A
8 nL (7 w) 13 6-17 Jun Roadwatch 3 MIA on 12 Jun
9 115 {7 Camb.) 11 20-29 Jun Recon Enemy coptact 27 Jun
10 11 {7 W) 13 20-30 Jun Recon/Road- 1 self-inflicted
wateh wound; extracted
1 117 (6 Cemb.) T 27 Jun-6 Jul Roadwatch N/A
1z 118 (7 wN) 2 Loah gul Roadwatch Enemy contact 10 Jul
13 ob (8 W) 13 13-26 Jul Recon/Road~ Enemy contact 17 &
weteh 21 Jul
1l 93 (8 WN) L 15-23 Jul Roadwatch N/a
15 115 (7 Camb.) 11 21 Jul-1k Aug  Recon Enew contoct T Aug;
MIA
16 119 (6 ¥N) 13 29 Jul-14 Aug Rosdwatch 2 MIA
17 16 (7 Camb.) 13 5-16 Aug o1l R/A
18 18 (6 Cemb.) 2 6-21 Aug Roadwetch %m contact 16 &
Aug
19 oh {7 v) 13 14-19 Aug Recon/PW Enemy contact 1h Aug
2 93 (T vN) I 31 Aug-1k Sep Roadwatch N/A
21 116 (8 camb.) 13 9-23 Sep ™ K/A
o] 92 (B W) 13 15-28 Sep Recon H/A
23 9L (6 vm) 2 423 Qct Roadwatch Enemy contect 17 Oct
2k 118 (7 Camb.} 7 6-23 Oct Riverwatch /A
TOP SECHET C-.-81 Annex B to
v | Appendix C
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F. SINGLETON OPERATIONS 7
Py
1. )} Polley. Singleten agent operations, under the agent

BRE S) Msg, COMUSMACV, DTG 1805202 Aug 68 (SACSA})
—

teaw program rules, requireq case-by-case approval at the

Washingtonlevel.

2, S) GOLDFISE and PERGOLA

a. Background. The concept of operations¥ as submitted in
July 1967 by COMUSMACY was to utilize two PLOHhAﬁ}ﬁJ/aetainees
as returnees to thelr former fishing occupation to ccllect
intelligence infeormation. No communlcatlons were planned
during the 60-9¢ day mission. Exfiltration would be by
S0G/STD PTF pickup on initiation of the proper recognitlon
signal by the agents. Debrilefing would then follow. This
initial insertion was the forerunner of the maritime
diversionary program; Project URGENCY, which was conducted
in 1968. Authority to infiltrate GOLDFISH ana PERGOLA was
forwarded by JCS in August 1967 .%%*

b. Operations. The two agents were trained at Paradise
Island (see Annex on psychologlcal operations) for low-
level intelligence collectieon 1 their home areas, and were
returned to NVN by PLOWMAN(C) mlssion 327 on 13 September
1967. No contact was expected for 60-90 days; however, there
15 no record that elther of the agents ever made an attempt
to ber leved as planned.

3. S) Gray Singleton Operations

~ a. Background. In August 1968, MACSOG proposed to CINCPAC
JCS a concept*** for using gray singleton agents to collect
information in selected populated centers in NVN. The agents
selected were tc be documented as NVN spldiers and were to
remain 1in the selected center of operatfons for one to two
weeks only. Two agents, ROMA and AURORA, were recruited in
1968 from the National Chieu Hal Center in Gia Dinh. The
¥ sg, COMUSMACY, DTG 250B12Z Jul 67
. AK;)/%SE, JCS, DTO 141905Z Aug 67 {SACSA)
set TSy Mspg, COMUSMACY, DTG 1805202 Aug 68 (SACSA)

TOP RET C-b-83 Annex B to
#¥ [TSy“Msg, JCS, DT 1419052 Aug 67 (SACSA)
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proposed target areas in order of prilority wvere ¥inh,
Thal Tru, Anh Son, Dong Hol, Thanh Hoa, Ha Tinh, and Sam
Son. The proposal as outllinea above was approved by
CINCPAC*,but the imminence and final promulgatlon of the
bombing halt decision of 1 November delayed JCS approval
until the possibllity of conducting the operations was
overtaken by events, ##

b. ROMA. Subsequently, the target area [or ROMA was
changed to an intelligence mission in Cambodla. ROMA was
launched on this mission on 1 December 1968, but was not
heard from again. He was declared missing 1n action on
15 December 1968.

e. AURQORA. Agent AURORA was infiltrated into Cambodia
for a short-term observation mission. The agent carried
4 beeper radlo whlch enabled ecentral contact to monitor
bis progress. The agent moved to the target area and
returned to the exflltration LZ; however, there was no
further contact and the agent was not recovered.®¥#

d. DIE HARD. Thils agent was tc carry out a mlssilon in
Cambodlia 1in two phases. Phase I commenced on 9 April 1969
and had as 1its objective to determine whether placement
was feasible in the target area, Mimot, Cambodla. Because
of the inadguacy of the documentation provided, the agent
was stopped and arrested durlng a cursory check in Kompong
Cham, Cambodia. By brlblng the local poliece official,

DIE HARD was able to return to South Vietnam. It was

planned to attempt Phase I again beginning on 12 July 1969 . a

sg, CINCPAT, DTG 0B0032Z Sep 68 (SACSA)

IIT-4-3 {SACSA)
2 July 1969 (SACSA)

* LTSLiﬁsz. CINCPAC. DTG 080032Z Sen 6B {SACSA)
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G. (PS5) DIVERSIONARY OPERATIONS i 1
' As mentlonea briefly in Part I of this Annex 2
diversionary operations were conceived in late 1967 and were 3
well underway 1n 1968 when the bombing halt in November 4
limlited all activities except certaln psychological aspects 5
of the operatlions. The formal program lnitially consisted of 6
si1x projects as approved verbally by COMUSMACV on 14 March 1968. 7
The program was to be conducted primarily within the authoritiles 8
for FOOTB?E}BT/;lready in approved at the JCS or CINCPAC level. 9
Those operations that exceeded establlshed authoritiesj:ﬂgmitted 10
to CINCPAC for approval on a case-by-case basis.*®* Three of the 11
glx projects were transferred from TIMBERWO%E}BT/;O HUMID?ELD{’A 12
for implementation. The three remaining programs 1n TIMBERHOEE}Qﬂ’/ 13
are describgd below. 14

"Project OODLESLﬁff/'This project 1s deslgned to

an apparently exténsive and successful clandestine agent
network in selected areas of NVN. Conduct of this project
parallels conduet of the in~place long-term agent team operatlons
and becomes more credible by NVN knowledgep:iﬂ%aptured actual

teams Family messages are sent via HUMIDOR S8PL one-way
voice link and the notlonal teams are resupflied 1n the same
manner as actual teams. To add eredibility, personnel presence
1s implied by the paradropping of an ice block welghted personnel
parachute to be found, after the ice melts, hanging in trees.
Another method 1s actual infiltration of a pseuco-agent who 1s
led to belleve he was separated both from team members who were
to have recelved him on a drop zone and from other team rein-
forcements seen 1n the aircraft. The reinforcement seen by the
pseudo-agent are actually RVNAF cadre and dec not exit the alr-
craft as the agent is led to belleve. Eighteen notional teams
were authorized by CINCPAC for activatlion in 1968. Fourteen of
them have been activated via message traffic. Of the fourteen
activated teams, eight have been geographically located by bundle
and notlonal personnel parachute drops. Two teams have been
notlonally reinforced by the actual infilitration of pseudo-
agents."** Following the bomoing halt messages were sent to each
team every other month. The messages were comprised mainly of
family news and code instructions. The name of the notional
team was glyen, but not 1ts locatlon (see Figure B-20 ).

) "Project URGENCYLETTF Tﬁ:zeggoject involves the use

ermen captured durifix PLOWMAN oferations as pseudo-
agents and, where possible, actual dAgents. The oblectives are
to divert NVN security foreces to apprehend, detain, interrogate,
and investigate fishermen 1mpllcated as agents and, not dis-
covered, to collect lntelligence. During HUMIDg;;GT%ﬁ SSPL
orlentation of those fishermen captured, the coofferative, more
intelligent were re¢ruilted and tralned as low-~-level agents, then

S istorical Summary, Alrborne Studles Group, "SOG Annual
:}H. orical Summary," 5 Jan 6%, p. 12 (SACSA)
e S) History, MACSOG, "Annex F to MACV 1968 Command History,"
p. III-%-5 (SACSA)

H drical Summary," 5 Jan 6%, p. 12 (SACSA)
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returned to NVN to be recontactea at a later date. NVN caare,
rmilitia, or other fishermen who will not btnefat the SSPL ana/
or are uncooperative are returnea to NVN far from thelr homes
with money or messages planted in their clething, or are
obvilously 1mplicatea as agents in other ways To aate, there
hzve been eleven low-level agents and two pseudo-agents launcnea
into NVN. The PLOWRAN(C) restrictions on capturaing fishermen
suspended all UPSENCY(C) operations in May, but the partial
1ifting of restrictions in July allowed a limitea resumption
until 1 November at which time restrictlons imposea suspenaea
tne URGENCY(C) program."¥ (See Figure CB-21.)

) WProleet BORDEN(C). Thils project employs NVA
rallyers and prlsoners of war to convince NVN that a successful
penetration of the NVA 1s being conaucted wlth the missian of
inducing defection and collecting intelligence. The project 1is
aesigned to divert mllitary resources to counter this penetra-
ticn, harass and allienate NVA trocps from theilr leaders, strain
NVN idecloglcal control, inauce aefection and collect intellil-
gence. NVA soldiers are collected from division level detention
facilitles as scon after capture as possible, oriented for two
weeks on the freeaom and prosperlty of RVN at a ecentralized
security rfacility, and in other ways convinced to support the
RVN, trained one week as agents, and infiltrated inte NVA-
controlled territory of RVN, Laos, Cambodla and NVN. The
agent's mission 1s to return to the NVA as an escapee or under
other appropriate cover, collect intelllgence, recrult dissat-
1sfiled soldlers through the use of a secret '"CHIEU HQI' pass
(ultra-violet mark on the prospective rallier) and exfiltrate
through defection. It is fully expected and intended that many
of the recrultea agents wlll reveal thelr assigned mission to
the NVA of thelir own volitleon or under interrogation. Those NVA
soldiers not recruited as agents during the orientation periecd
are returnsd to normal detection facilitles to spread specifi-
cally revealed project information to these detalnees for
eventual transmission to NVA intelllgence analysts. For CY
1968, 98 detalnees have been collected for this project. Fifty
of them were returned to detectlon facilities, 44 were insertea
as agents into NVN- and NVA-controlled territory of RVN, Laos
ané Cambodia. Four agents are scheduled for insertiocn in
January 1969. Flve agents have been recovered ana three rein-
serted, one in NVN in support of both Project OODLES(C) and
Project BORDEN(C); and two in Laos."** This project was con=
tinued into 1969 with agents dropped into both Laos and Cambodia.
During the spring months, 12 agents per month were dropped, at
mla=-year, the number was reduced to three per month. (See
Figure ¢ 2.)

H. (3€) EARTH ANGEL

The EARTH ANGLE preogram was ccncelved in the spring of 1969
to indoctrinate carefully selected Chlew Hol personnel as
intelligence agents for insertleon into Laos The authority for
ana operations conducted In this program are covered 1n the
appendlx on operatlions in Laos. The tralning and control of these
agents were under the direction of CP-36 (Alrborne Studies Group).

* ;TES istory, MACSOG, "Annex F to MACV 1968 Command History,"
. A1I-4~5 (SACSA)

LL S) History, MACS0G, "Annex F to MACV 1968 Command History,"
p. III-4=-6 {SACSA)
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PART IV. PROBLEI AREAS )

t 4
P ALKSTﬁf/;%OBLE" LPZe5 ~ ATRBORNE OPERATIONS

The proble—- areas that have plagued airborne operatlons

from 1968 througr 1968 are codified chronclogically below:

B. } CHRONOLOSY

" a. "Ground rules which 1imit Alrborne Operations ability
to _lngrease crassure on DRV:

(1} "Decloyed teams are restricted from contacting
population or starting reslstance.

(2} "Restriction on overflight of Laos (lifted 24 May
1964) .

(3) "Restrietion from using third country airflelds for
staging bases has caused extreme range, load, and weather
problems,

(4) “Restrietion from use of helicopters to emplace
and resupply agent teams deprives S0G of operational flexi-
biéity ané llmits potential. Request was denled on 18 April
1964,
{14
(ni3)

. "Weather and Terrain

(1) "The DRV as a whole has some of the poorest flying
weather in the world and some of the roughest terrain. These

obstacles have held alrborne cperations at an unpreductive
level.

{2) "The rnountains and fogs force the C-123 aireraft to
operate only during light of moon periods, i.e., 10-12
nights a month.

(3) "The rugged terrain which alds the agents in main-
taining their security produces little survival food and
greatly hiniers movement.

c. "Enemg

(1) "The DRV employs large numbers of AAA weapons which
severely restricts resupply operations. Aircraft are not
allowed to 7ly within range of these guns even 1f masking
terraln 1s present.

d. "Counterrant Relations

-

{1) "S0G 2nd STS Headquarters are distant physically,
This makes zirect lialson difficult. The telephone cannot
be used beczuse of security precautions. A lialson officer
is assignea but much 1s still desired in the form of a
closer relationship.

RlEBRERBEREBREERBIEBEIEERIEIEKRIER o mivieo wis wimw -

(2} "US security regulatlons render it impossible for
STS personnel to visit SOG working areas.

TQF CRET ~bh-90 Annex B to
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(3) "A few of STS officers are ineffective However,
i1t 4is difflcult to have such indlviduals replaced.

e. "Eguipment

(1) "Principal weakness of Alrborne Operations is the
lack of operational aireraft. The C-123 load capacity,
operating range, and inabllity to fly in adverse weather

greatly  hampers alrborne operations. " ¥
2. { 1965

"a. Limitations on Ailrcraft (numbers and types)

"{1l) Alrborne operations during the past year have been
hampered by the limited numbers and the types of ailrecraft
avallable for employment by this section. During any glven
launch perilod, no more than two C-123 aircraft are usually
avallable at the same time., An additional four H-34 heli-
copters VNAF crews, currently supporting Shining Brass
operations, are availlable for periodic employment in 34A
programs. These helicopters however, are generally unsuit-
able to 34A operations because of range and cargo carrying
limitations.

"(2) In order to adequately support the present in-place
teams, and to have the capabllity of introduclng and
supporting additional teams in NVH, a combination cof heli-
copters and fixed wing alrcraft are needed. The helicopters,
with a sultable range and lift capability, will insure
the relatively safe delivery of an intact operatlonal team
to a pre-selected polnt. A fixed wing alrcraflt with a greater
cargo load (ACL) than that of the £=123 aircralt, and
possessing the capablllity of flylng misslons independent of
the moon period wlll permit two or three resupply operations
to be flown on one sortle.

"h Inadegquate Base Rights

i
(bil31

* ) History, MACS0G, "Annex A to MACV Command History labt v
P #-19-22 (SACSA)
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(i)
(h31

o "a. Aerlal Photography Problems. Zriefl, S0OG requires that

aerial photography of the DZ/LZ be accomplished and inter-
preted not earlier than five days prior to a scheduled in-
filtration into NVN, before human rescurces may be committed.
This 1s necessary in order to determine the most recent
changes 1in vegetation, human habltation, or milltary activity
in the operational area, as an added safety precaution for
the inflltrating teams. Adverse weather conditlons 1n NVN
have delayed timely aerial photograpay of coperatlonal areas.
Additionally, in several 1nstances, S0G priority photography
missions have had to glve way to other priority missions.

In elther case, delay was caused in scheduled infiltrations.

"b. Exfiltration. Two attempts to exflltrate several
members [rom Team TOURBILLON ALFA in_September and Team HECTOR
in December were cancelled because Team TOURBILLON ALFA
falled to establlsh radio contact prior to the scheduled
exfiltration LZ. The 1inability so far to exfilltrate team
members has had an adverse effect on the retentlon of agent
trainees. Exfiltration attempts will continue to be made.

* Eg) History, MACS0G, "Annex N to MACV Command History 1965,"

2’p #A-19 (SACSA)
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A concept to exfiltrate Team BELL was developed and for-
warded to CINCPAC on COMUSHACV msg DTG 1607202 Jan 67. A
successful team exfiltration will demonstrate dramatically
to agent tralnees that agents can be brought safely out of
NVK. Further, agent losses wlll be curbea 1if exfiltrations
can be accomplished successfully.

"e. Communications Real-time road/rall and rlver watch
reporting cannot be effected presently because the communi-
cations arrangement allows only one daily tvo-way contact

Although this contact 1s supplementeg with additlona! contacts (b))

when pesslble, adverse weather affecting wave propagation (R(3)
often prevents usable contact durlng certaln perlods. In
addition, base radio station at present cannot handle all
traffic simultaneously. The Radilo, RS-1, the principal team
radio, 1s unwleldly. Although it can be man-packed, 1t be-
comes ponderous when carrled cross-country over difficult
terraln for extended perilcds. Llghtwelight radios are belng
produced, and the DELCO Megdel 5300 Radlo was requisltioned
for fleld suitabllity testing. Two DELCO Model 5300 Radios,
together with 16 transceiver crystals, antenna, carrying
case, 10 batteries, battery charger with one-year supply of
spare parts, valued at $5,221.00 were requlsitioned with a
priority 5 from the Counterininsurgency Supply Office,
Ckinawa, Ryukyu Islands on 26 Aprll. The radios and not been
received at the end of the year.

"d. Resupply. Aerial resupply was one of the biggest
problems 1n Keeping in-place teams viable. High performance
alreraft are employed to effect resupply to in-place teams
whose operational zones are wilthln the surface-to-alr misslle
ring. This reaupply technlque has distinct limitations. DZ
markings are imperceptlble and dellvery accuracy 1s not often
achleved. Further, 1f delivery is effected in areas other
than the lntended drop zone, the dropped zupplies will
imperil the team 1i1f dilscovered by unfriendly citizenry or
security foreces. Adverse weather condltions continue to affect
resupply deliveriles toin-place teams. Additionally, some
operational zones are located in areas where drop and landing
zones are scarce and areas sultable for drop and landing
zones are difficult to establish and operate.

*e, Contact with Enemy Forces. NVN Government has been
and wlll continue to exert a concerted effort agalnst the
OPLAN 34A Program. Several in-place teams have encountered
enemy forces on repeated occaslons recently, resulting in
the loss of several team members. Inasmuch as two-thirds of
all OPLAN 34A Airborne have been listed as lost since the
program's inception in early 1960, the current situation is
not unprecedented; however, the pressure exerted by the enemy
appears to be better organlized and employed mor: universally
throughout NVN. Efforts have been made to minimize communi-
cations between the base statlon and in-place teams, and
currently deception and dilversionary tactics are being em-
ployed in the resupply drops in an gttempt to gain some re-
lief fop~the teams.” ¥ -

b, (oY 1967

"a. Aerial Photography Problems. Chief SOG reculres that
aerlal photography of the DZ/LZ Le accompanled and interpreted

not earller than ten days prior to a scheduled infiltration

TMHigtory, MACS0G, "Annex M to MACV Command History 1966,
. TH-T6. -
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into NVN. This 1s necessary to determine the most recen:
changse in vegetation, human habltatlion, or milatary aczivii;
in the operational area as an aaaea safety precautzon for
the infiltrating teams Adverse weather conaitions 1n NV
have delayed tlmely aerial phctozraphy of operatlonal aress.
Also, 1n several instances SOG prioraity photograpny miss.crs
have had to glve way to higher praiority missions In eltrner
case thls caused delays in scheduled 1Infiltrations

"b. Exfiltration. Several attempts were made to exfiltraze
long-term teams from NVN, but as in the past all efforts
were unsuccessful. In February helicopters attempting to
exfiltrate team BELL reached the LZ, but the team had depzrzea
and in March contact wlth the team was lost. In June the er—
filtration of team VERSE was frustrated when a US airerarft
was shot down near the LZ and contact with the team was lost,
presumably as a result of increased enemy activity in the
area. In June a concept to forcibly exfiltrate team ROMED,
suspected of being under enemy control, was disapproved by
CINCPAC because the possible benefits to be derived did not
warrant the hazards involved. A plan to exllltrate two me~bers
of team REMUS via Fulton SKYHOOK was abandoned when enemy
securlty patrols discovered the cached egquipment. In spite
of the difficulties experlenced with long-term teams, the
feaslbllity of recovering agents from NVN was sustalned when
team STRATA III was exfiltrated by USAF Ch-3 helilcopters
on 28 September 1967. This was”the first successful ex-
filtration of a TIMBERWORK team from LVN.

"o, Contact with Enemy Forces. The NVN government has in-
tensified internal security measures and has employed all
available communicatlons medla to make the population aware
of the presence of SVN "spy-rangers" in their midst. In-place
teams contlnued to encounter enemy forces and suffer
casualtles as a result. The current situation 1s not un-
precedented 1n as much as many zgent teams have been lost
to the enemy since the program's inception in early 1961.
However, the pressure now being exerted by the enemy appezr
to be well organlzed and employed throughout NVN. Recent
actlons to develop a wide ranging diversionary program are
expected to diminish the effectiveness of the NVN security
apparatus by provoking time consuming and frultless counter-
actlons.

"d. Security Review. At the request of Chief S0G, CAS
counterintelligence speclalists completed a review of all
active OP-34 teams on 2 July. The results of the findings
were,

"(1) Probably under hestile control: ROMEO, HADLEY,
TOURBILLON and ARES.

"(2) Doubtful status EAGLE.

"{3) Probably not under hostile control: REMUS, EASY,
EASY ALPFA and VERSE. =

"(4) Missing/captured (not reviewed): BELL and HEGTOR.

"{5) As a result of these findings SOG has concelvea
and developed a diversionary program to turn these liabii-
ities into assets, and 1s contlnuing contact with the
enemy controlled teams in order to explolt them for
diversionary purpose." #

History, MACS0G, "Annex G to MACV Command History 1967,"

4 —4oE f
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5. ( 1968 .
of “a, Lack ol adeguate zerial photography. Prior to
1 hovember bombing halt which restrictea TINGZRWORK
operations in NVN, a combtination of aoverse veather

conditions, higher priority missions of cther agencies

ana the 1 April reduction in bombing actlvicies serve to
delay timely receist of aerial photography In many cases,
lack of appropriate photograchy caused delays in _.lanning
and scheduling of missions. This will undoubtedly continue
to be a problem in the event operations in hWYK are resunecd
and an effort to obtain assignment of higher misslion
priorities would seem to be the only solution.

"h, Difflculty in Resupply Operations. Conslderahle prob-
lems were encountered in attempted resupplies of both long-
term and STRATA teams during 1968. Restrictilons on over-
flights of NVN north of 20° N after 1 April and of NVN-
controlled teams by CINCPAC direction, are conditlons that
cannot be resolved at MACS0G level. Adverse weather and team
error are also unresolvable problems STRATA resupply diffi-
culties were primarily caused by improper techniques and
bundle configuration. Experlmentation and testing had all
but resclved these problems before the 1 November bombing
hault suspended STRATA infiltration in NVN

“c. Lack of Reguired Egulprent A general shortage of NNA
uniforms and equipment has continuously hindered efforts to
deploy agents and teams clothed and equipped in such a manner
as to be able to pass at a distance as NVA personnel or
possible survive a chance encounter. Although efforts were
made to obtaln captured equipment from units in RVN in 1968,
no workable system was lmplemented to 1nsure that equipment
was reserved for MACSOG. Efforts to initiate manufacture of
needed ltems had not been successful as of the end aof 1968.

"d. Difficulty in Aireraft Observer/STRATA Team Contacts.
Inherent difficulties in working with brevity ccdes and a
language barrler resulting from utlllzatien of non-VN
speaking observers caused communications between aerial
observers from NKP and deployed STRATA teams to be inadequate.
Diplomatlc restrictions which prevented VN personnel from
remaining in Thalland over 24 hours precluded use of VN
observers. Unless this diplomatic restriction 1s lifted, it
is antleipated that thils problem will continue during missions
controlled by NKP, whether operations in NVH are resumed,
or durlng interim operations in PF/DB AOS. A change to the
MACS0G JTD which will incorporate US operations officer/
observers with VN language capabllity will greatly alleviate
this problem." *

¥ 3) History, MACSOG, "Annex F to MACV Command History 1968,"
< pre ITI -4-8 (SACSA)
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PART V. EVALUATION
A. } SACSA-EVALUATION 1964
1. « The confusion over the misslon of agent teams is

evident in a memorandum wrltten by SAESA in August 1964. It
states that along with other psychological weapons (radio,
leaflets, mall) specially trained teams were introduced intc
North Vietnam to "create elther & real or notional resistance
movement within the DRV."®* As discussed earlier, the resist-
ance movement was not to be approved at the Washington level.

(See Annex A for a discussion of "Reslstance Movement".)

2. ) An evaluation of recruiting problems and prospects

was included in the memorandum:

~ "The problem ol team selectlon and targeting is
complex and requires conslderation of the varlous
factors of ethnic origin, religion, location of
famlilies, motivation, intelligence, and an assess-
ment of the indivisuals will to survive and reslst.
North Vietnam breaks down territorially into two
distinect areas. One area is the mountainous tripal
region of western and northwestern NVN. Here the Meo
tribe offers the best chance of success because of
its native, hostile attitude towards all non-Meo
people. The other area is the Vietnamese inhablted
lowlands which comprise the Red River Delta system
and the coastal plain. Here the communlsts exerclse
almost complete control over the people which makes
it difficult to establish large-scale resistance.
Any successful development would be expected to
remain paasive and uncorganized. In spite of these
difficulties, efforts have been underway to create
a credible resistance movement in NVN.

"It 1s to be noted that within the largely Meo-
dominated western and northwestern parts of NVN,
there are other ethnic geographi¢ dilvisions whilch
compound the selection problem. Simply stated, all
precautions must be taken to match the team personnel
with 1ts drop location.

" With due conslderation given to ethnie groups,
religion, and famlly locaticn, experlence so far has
shown that the military services of the RVN are more
deslrable as sources for additional agent/team
members. Qualified civilians wlll continue to be
selectively recruited as required.!#®

LAY Memorandum, SACSA, "Psychological Operations Teams -
ortdrVietnam," 6 Aug 6. (SACSA)
) Ibid., pp 1-2
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3. (T8) The memorandum concludes with an overall evaluation 1
L 4
£ including some problem areas and expectatlon for the future. 2

bl
(B113)

"This problem has now been solved by the
A installation of precise navigation equipment 1in the
dellvery aircraft.

"The exact nature of the team PsyOps activitles
1s unknown. As can readily be understood, radic
communications with these teams 1is very difficult
technically, and is extremely hazardous for the
team. Messages transmitted by the teams are, there-
fore, very short - they can listen much more safely
than they can talk.

"In additlion to these problems, and as already
stated, the objective 1s leng range. Resulta are
not expected at any specific date. The potential
for establishing a reslstance base, however, 1s
now in place and, for the time belng, relatively
well supplied."®

B. Momuamcv EVALUATIONS, 1966

The lncreased interest in intelligence collection capablli-

ties in 1965-1966 prompted the following evaluations of the agent
teams contrlbuted to intelligence by MACV/MACSOG 1n the late 1966.

The following 1s gquoted from the COMUSMACYV message

L= T T = L B S W )

"a. Summary- As of 1 Nov 66 MACSOG had twelve agent
teams in North Vietnam, comprising 102 individual agents,
From 1 January to 1 November 1966, nine of these teams
produced 73 intelllgence reports. The three newest teams,
KERN, HECTCR, and SAMSON, infilltrated in 1966, have
not as yet produced intelligence information. Praoduc-
tively of the different teams and the toplcs covered in
the reportling are discussed in detal? below, but in
general the information produced is of intelligence value.
The teams have become lnecreasingly responsive to priority
collectlon requirements in the past four months, with
different teams reporting on twe Priority 1 SICR topics.
The production average of the twelve reporting teams has
been somewhat less than one report per month per team

bid., pp 2-3

. /’f//ﬂ .= Annex B to
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during the first ten months of 1366 Several of
the older teams were ariglnally dispatched with
primary mlssions in the sabotage and psywar
fields, and their operational areas nere not
selected wlth intelllgence access as the primary
criterian. These teams are the ognly assets on
the ground in NVH responsive to U.5. collection
requirements.

"b. Proguctavity The llsting below, for each
of the nine teams which produced intelligence
between 1 Jan and 1 Nov 1566 illustrates the
dirference in productivity for the various teams.

Team Locatlon Reports Comment
ARES XJ 950275 17 Several subsources
in populated areczs.
EAGLE XJ 592856 6 Two subsources in
local population.
BELL VK 433303 1 Team in strongly
ratrolled area, twe
fire flghts in lasv
six months.
REMUS UJ 155987 10 Subsource in local
populatlon,
EASY U3 545618 10 Six subsources in
local population.
EASY ALFA UJ 573452 14 All roadwatch
information.
TOURBILLCN VJ 130260 9 NHone
VERSE VvJ 524081 5 None
ROMEO XD 690858 1 Team lost 3 members
in friendlybombing
Jul 66; area heavy
with enemy activity!
"e. Extent of Coverage: Only one MACS0OG team (ARES)
has been able to establish and sustain itselfl in a
key populated area close to pricrity intelligence
targets. Of the others, three (ROMEO, HECTOR and KERN)
are 1ln high troop density areas along the NWN/Laos
horder north of the DMZ, whlle six (TCURBILLON, REMUS,
EASY, ALFA, VERSE and SAMSON) are in or on the fringes
of the thinly populated northwest—~tribal highlands west
ol 105 degrees. Some of these teams ¢an cover road
traffic into Laos. The one team (BELL) in & location tc
cover the important trail and river traffic from China
along the Lao Cai-Yen axls 1s in survival status and
has had several losses from heavy enemy securlty patrol
actions in the area. The remaining team (EAGLE) has two
productive subsources in the local population, but the
the area is falrly remote. Team reporting, except for
TOP SECRET C-h-a98 Annex B to
- Annandir O
Ffho anan 4 Faldvmlar wAmAada M- _-_-....o-a____rf_,ﬂ-,.&h Jr-
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ARE3, covers local security measupes, effcrss
indoctrinate and contrecl the trabal povulz:tilen
and roadwvatch informatlon of moderate =lllg
value. During Movember 1966 teams REWLS aws ZAST
have submitted four spot reports concernlinz t-2
alleged presence of Chicom troops in tne vicirnity
of Dien Bien Phu, a subject of highest gricri=z:,

-
3
<t
B
-
J
n
W moer
1a
[¢]
.3

"d. Value*: The prilmary source of all clanaestine
intelligence reports on North Vietnam recelvec by
MACV 1s [1ACSOG. Any reports are acquires through
dlrect observatlon by trained sources. These feorm
an lmportant part of the intelligence czZta base
avallable on the target country. Several DIA
evaluatlions of OPLAN 34A team reportinz hzve been
recelved and the typlcal evaluation is as follows:

Valldity Probably true

Usabillty Value Moderate

Avallable from Other Sources Never or rarely

Timely Wnen Written Yes

Timely When Recelved. Yes

The comment column usually 1ncludes the remark:
Continued reporting will be appreciated.

"e. Plans for Improving Collection and Reporting:
(1) Continue to resupply 12 in-place teams.

(2) Relnforce teams REMUS, SAMSON, TOURBILLON,
EASY, EASY ALFA and VERSE.

(3) Infiltrate teams HADLEY ard HANSEN.

{4) Develop key operation areas in the Lac Cail,
Lang Son, and Mong Cal reglons.

(5) Exfiltration of team BELL and infiltration
of replacement team."#

2. (P5) MACS06 pade a study in early 1967 of operations
cond ed in 1966

/tod rmine the effects on NVN of the Plowman ¢ and Timberwork
programs. The following were the conclus¥bns af the study with
regard to S08's agent team operations during 1966

“a. One hundred and one (101) Intelligence Spot
Reports were produced by the teams during 1966. These
included the only known sightings in NVil, by personnel
under US control, of Chinese (at Dien Blen Phu) as well
as reports concerning captured US air personnel.

"b. Sporadic sightings of team members, occaslonal
Pirefights with those teams, plus-the continuous radio
traffic emanating from team operatlons all cver the
country, have imposed additional control reguire-ents
on the NVN security apparatus. This is reflectea both
in the lnereased patrolling in the tear areas as well
as ipn the continued demands by Hanoi for publie glert-
ness against RVN spies.

Ye. The presence of the agent teams with their
ubverslve potential in the mountainous areas, has

% (f3) Msg, COMUSMACY, DTG 010930Z Dec 66.

~ “G. 1Ne presence of the agent teams with their

TOPSECRET C-b-99 Annex B to
Appendix C
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probably helped to prompt NVN leadfrs to apply the
the carrot-and-stick routine to the tribal popula=~
ticons in the country's Northwest highlands
Persistent efforts to control and indocirinate the
tribes, combined vith the preferential treatment

of cooverative tribal youths, indicate the regime's
concern over posslble dissidence belng spreaa tc the
highlands."*

MEMO, MACSOG to CINCPAC, "Effects on NVN during 1966 of

0G's Plowman {C) and Timberwork {(C) Operations (TS)" 1% Feb 1667.
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c. (T BROWNFIELD REPORT, 1967-1968 ’

The Brownfield Report was preparea by a group of officers

frer COMUSWMACY Staff in late 1967 ana early 1968, fcllawing

closely on the heels of the report prepared by the CINCPAC Survey

Group in November 1367. As a consequence, the Brownfield Repor:
has integrated 1nto 1ts concluslons and recommendations, comments
on the CINCPAC report, as appropriate. The portion of the report
dealing with the agent team program is quoted below.

"l. ) Conclusions. It 1s concluded that

"a. The long-term agents/agent team program has not been
overly successful in terms of intelligence collectlon, harass-
ment and lnterdlcetlon of LOC, and assistance to downed alr-

Crews.

"b. No success has been achleved in exfiltrating long-term
agents/agent teams.

e. The rellability of most intelligence produced by the
long~-term agents/agent teams 1s questionable.

"d, Agents recruited for TIMBERWORK(EL) teams are of low
callber due to the highly competltiy€ market for gualifjied
agent candidates from out-of-country resources.

"e. The environment of the operations area has become more
hostlle as indicated by the increase 1in the number of internal
security forces and apti-alrcraft defense coverage.

"{. TIMBERWORK teams have caused conslderable political
vorry to the NVN Government.

"g. The success of STRATA teams to date to penetrate and
survive in the area of operations indicates that MACSOG's
plans to employ 20 teams in 1968 as being extremely ambitious.

"h. The ecurrent staffing level of CP-34 and the Strategic
Technical Directorate is adequate to support the TIMBERWOR )
program.

"j. More_definite phased planning 1s required.

"2;/$$ST/E;;CPAC Report

"a, CINCPAC Conclusions

"(1) The program should be reoriented.

"{2) The efforts of the TIMBERWORK( program should be
directed toward.

"(a) Development of a NOTIONAL RESISTANCE organiza-
tion 1in NVN (SSPL).

"{b) The establishment and maintenance of a low-level
intelligence apparatus in NVN.

"H. Group comment on CINCPAC conclusions: concur.

intellioernne annmaratue in NUN.

TOP SEERET , C-p-101 Annex B to
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"o, CINCPAC Recommencations .

"Although 1t has been coneludea tnat tne TINBERLORALL)
program has not been successful (based on the current rgssion
cgirectives with existing restricticns), tne current crganil-
Zation and apparatus shoula be econtinueua for the following
reasons -

"(a) A complete phase-oown would be eviaence of a
weakening on our side

"{b) The in-place agents/agent teams cause conslaerable
political worry to the North

“"(¢) The present teams cause diversion of NVN military
-~ and security assets.

"(d) The US military should reserve (even on a stand-by
baslis) a capability with some experience 1n operations in
denied areas against the time when policy may change.

"(e) The organizational nucleus, assets, facllities,
and hardware to pursue or conauct UW in NVN are avallable
and required for the suggested reorientatilon.

"d. Group comment on CINCPAC's recommendations. concur.

"a, CINCPAC Recommenoed Actlons

“To implement a reoriented TIMBERWORX(L) program, the
followlng actions are suggested-

"(a) Continue operatlons wlth existlng teams to
maximize intelligence collectlon possibilities and/or
to support the NOTIONAL RESISTANCE organizatlon.

"(b) Intensify and refine external recruliltment both
to improve operations and to spread indlcations to the
NVN security of expanded operatlons {the latter will
support the NOTIONAL RESISTANCE facade).

"{c) De-emphasize the infiltration of long-term Black
teams, limlting operatilons to activation of low-level
intelligence nets and secure base areas in tribal areas.

"(d) Develop a capabllity for short duration "gray
singleton agent" operations in the high priority target
areas 17°-20° North. Agents will be drawn from POW and
Chieu Hol channels to obtaln relatively current area
knowledge.

“f. Group comment on CINCPAC recommended actions. concur.
"y, ) Group Recommendations. It is recommended that:

"a. The TIMBERWOR]Mogram be reoriented to de-emphasize
the employment of lghg-~term agents/agent teams.

"y, The main effort of the TIMBEHWORg&Qf/;;;gram be placec
on intelligence collection and the development of a NOTIONAL

RESISTANCE group in NVN.

"¢, The TIMBERWORK mission statement be changed to reflect
- the current activitfes of the program and to reorlent the

effort as recommended mission statement 1is 'Infiltrate agents/
agent teams into NORTH VIETNAM for the purpose of supporting
psychologlcal warfare operatlons and the conduct of intelligence

- wAI- uAu L e R R N o E N Ry - TR - N B AV N —F T PRy ¥ 13

effort as recommended mission statement 1s 'Inriltrate agents/
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collection Teams wlll perform such furctiors as target
acquisition, development of inteillgence nets, distribution
of PSYOP materizl, ana rendering azssistance to aown alrerews
if feasilbe.'

"d. Every effort be made to 2371
agents from NORTH VIETHNAIl for aebkr
tion and possible re-insertion

rzte selected long-term

1t
iefing, program recrienta-

"e, Every effort be made to recrult potential agent candi-
dates from RVN.

"f. A perlodic review and analysis of the STRATA team
program be undertaken by MACSOC to establish a realistic
goal of the number of missions to be conducted.

"g. New methads and technlgues of Infiltrating agents into
NORTH VIETNAM be studlea."t#

Speclial Assistant to S0G

results of _ survey as follows.

"a. CAS has now completed its review of all active OP-34
teams. The results of our findings are summarized below for
your convenlence

summarized the

D, (T SECURITY REVIELS 1

Two detalled reviews of the securlty status of the long-term 2
agent teams have been performed: the- review in 1967 and 3 :g][ﬂ
CAS/J-2 review one year later in 1968. The results of these two ] 1

studles are_outllined below. 5
1. ) ort. In a memorandum to Chief, S0G, the 6 bin
(h13)

7

8

"(1) Probably Under Hostile Control. Teams ROMEO,
BADLEY, TOURBILLON and ARES.

"(2) Doubtful Status. Team EAGLE.

"(3) Propably Not Under Hostile Contrcl. Teams RUMUS,
EASY ALPHA, VERSE.

"(4) Missing/Captured (not reviewed). Teams BELL and
HECTOR.

"p. Individual reviews, With suggested actions possibly
pertinent to each team, are appendea to this Memorandum.
With regard to the four teams regarded as probably uncontrolled,
we understand the status of planning is as follows:

"(1) EASY ALPHA and EASY are being Joined for greater
defensive strength and to reduce the possibllity of mutual
contamination since they are operating 1n adjacent areas.

"(2) Team VERSE is to be exfiltrated at first opportunity,
since their viability in the present area is consldered poor.

"(3) Team REMUS is being considered for reinforcement with

a wire-tap capability."#¥
¥ p1S) _Report, MAC J-3, "Ad Hoc Evaluation Group Report," 14 Feb 68,
_ <TIMHERWORK(C), pp 16-18 (SACSA). o o
*t/yTS) Méemorandum, Spécilal Asslstant fo Chief,, S0G, "Security Review
of OP-34 Teams," 2 Jul 67.
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£ 2. (UPS) CAS/J-2 ! :CV Review In llay 19%8, COI'USL.ACV con- i

firoéa* that the tean describea in an NVH news release announcains

ha

the cavoture of seven "spy commanaces” was Tear RENUS. JCS :
rep~1ec that the gevelopments with ré;pect to REMUS raised a . L

serious question as to the security of all agent teams. MACY

\n

was asked to conauct a security survey with the assistance of CAS 6
Saigon.** The regort of this survey, summarizea below, not only 7
. concludea that all agent teams were compromisea, but also that 6
riany basic errors in tralning and operating proceaures had contrib- o
uted to the poor record of agent team operations. 10
a. Conclusions of CAS/J-2 Repert. In adaltion to the four 11

teams reportea under enemy control by the -Report, EAGLE, 12 :g}}g]
EASY, and RED DRAGON were also concluded to be compromised. 13
b. The Enemv. The report brought out that the Minister of 1k
Public Security (MPS), the oppositlon service in NVN, is a 15
highly effective organization and has "handled" the controlled 16
teams 1n a very professiocnal manner. As a result, the evidence 17
of compromlse was not easy to come by and regquired much careful 18

study of many detalls to determine general trends and lmpressions. 19

Speciflc glaring, flagrant evidence of hostile control was not 20
found. It was the opinion of the survey uwriters that "those 2l
operatlons which have been doubled by the opposition were done 22
so to establish or maintain penetratlon agents in place within 23
GVN and US agencles, particularly within STD.''##% 21
¢. Criterla Used to Establish "Compromised'Teams. The one 25
factor which was ldentified as the most rellable indicator of 26
a team's compromlse was 1ts fallure to respond to an order to 27
exfiltrate. When the order to exfiltrate nas been given, the 28
normal response has been the termination of communications 29
within 30 days. The other factors although less conslstent 30
also warrant close scruitiny: (1) significant lapses 1n team 31
. communications, and (2) reticence to perform asslgned missions. 32
% Msg, MACV, DTG 140B30Z May 68
* Msg, JCS, DTG 1422042 May 68 (SACSA)
e ) Report, CAS/J-2 USMACV, "Security Status of MACSOC Long-

Term Agent Teawms in NVN," 7 July 1968 (SACSA).

- *ﬁ;ﬂsg, MACV, DTG 140830Z May 68
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d. Prctier Areas. Tne problem areas,brlefly ccverea
below were conslaered to be the cause o¢f the hostile zom-
promise of tne teams or the failure to detect tne coc—crorilse
earller -

(1) Lack of Personnel Compartmentation

"Throughout the operational cyecle, thers cccurs
extensive overlapping among the agent-rec¢ruics,
cormmencing with recrultment 1n the same reflugee
areas of persons well known to each other \ng, sub-
sequently, are assignea to separate rissions in
different target areas ..Lack of compartrenta-
tion at training facllities also creates a security
situation which can result in compromrise. Tezr
members have been tralned together, held in stzging
areas together, and then are launched as separate
teams inte different target areas —-- 1in at lesast
one instance from the same ajrcraft."®

(2) Security of Counterpart Organization. Some

specific instances of poor securlty withlin STD were
pointed out in the report {a) a member of 3TD's medical
staff 1s the father of two members of Team EASY, (b) a
senior STD operations offlcer 1s related to a team member,
(e) an STD guard is related to REMUS-8 and has been used
as a polnt of contact, and (d) an unidentified member of
STD 1s related to the leader of Team HECTOR.

(3) tiultiple and Imcompatible Team Missions. Assigned

team misslons have frequently been lncompatible with the
team's clandestine exlstence. The conduct of missions

such as sahotage, ambush, wire destruction has been inimical
to long-term security.

"The situation in North Vietnam, where the
population 1s unaer tight security control ana
vere a friendly populatlion base 1s lacklng, nakes
long-term black agent-team operations self-
defeating, regardless of mission type. To conauct
missions which call attention to the presence of
such teams only hastens their cohpromise "r~

(4) Freguent Resupply Missions and Unlocatea Resupoly

Bundles The shortage of good drop zones in NVR has

necessitated the repeated use of the same zone lor a given

team. The result has been to simplify the local security

foreces task of locating teams.

id ,
s

8.
b Ibid. 9.

p-
P
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(5) Autnentication of Team Security Folloving Insertion

The lack of scphistication in radioc authentication procea-
ures ana the reliance on STD communicaticns personnel to
Judge on the safety or auress signal on incoming messages
place his entlire system in serious doubt.

3. } CINCPAC Comments The purposals of [LACV and CINCPAC

in view of the securlty review-finaings were outlined in an

August message:

2

"a. Continuance of the TIMBERWORK( program.

"b. Continued support of select®d in-place teams on a
case-by-case basis givling full conslderation to safety of
forces.

“¢. Exploitation of in-place teams to further the
diversiconary program.

"d, Maintenance and expansion of the diversionary program.

"

e. Future insertion of new agent teams into NVN to enhance

the credibility of the notional program."#

E. (T fﬂE;NCPAC STRATA TEAN EVALUATION

.////S;THATA team operatlon were analyzed in September_1968,
Just prlor to the bombing halt. The analysis message and the
answer from COMUSMACV provide an insight into the successes
and shortcomings of the STRATA program ane year after its

inception.

) CINCPAC Analysis

+"a. As of 19 September, an analysis of the dally progress,
after-action, and debriefing reports recelved on the STRATA
operatlons conducted over the past year revealed the
following -

"(1) The initial three STRA teams were formed from
then exlsting TIMBERWORK assets. Two of these teams

were later dropped as unreliable and one was MIA on its

first mission.

hsg, CINCPAC, DTG 1104302 Aug 68 (SACSA)

150 MlISS100N.
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"(2) Twenty~four {(24) rissicns n=Ve ween concuctea.

"(3) Seventeen (17) means nave bzen infiltratea/
exflltrated intact.

"(4) Three teams have bean exfiltratec minus key
personnel.

"(5) Teams infiltrated 27 Cct 67 ana 14 May 68 are
MIA.

"(6) Two teams are now in tne OPAREA.

"({7) Only four teams (S-ilk, S$-117, 5-11% ana S$-119)
appear to have completed cri—ary mission of roaawaten and
reported movements, truck par«s anc nmotor pool locations.
However, there is no discernible eviaence of tactleal
reactlons to this reporting.

"(B8) Of the four teams citea in (7) above, only S5-117
was exflltrated intact. S-114 was extracted minus the
team leader, assistant tezx leaaer, ana radlo operator
5-115 reported three members ..IA as a result of firefight.”
5-119 reported the team lezaer ana a scout MIA on recon-
nalssance. Except for two complete teams reportea as MIA,
no non-productive missions have resultea in lost personnel.

"b. Based on the above finaings, the following comments and
suggestions are provided.

"(1) Infilltratlon/exfiltration technlgues have proven
toc be sound.

"(2) Agent and team training has improved over the past
year, however, a real-time reporting capablility coupled
with tactlecal reaction to reported targets could further
enhance team eflfectiveness.

"(3) The recently complet=c IACV J-2/CAS security
survey highlighted the known and suspected penetrations/
compromises in the TIMBER.WOFK{C)} program. The loss of
key personnel on productive nissions coupled with the
fact that TIMBERWORK{(C) rescurces proviaed personnel for
STRATA teams suggests that a securilty survey be conaucteq
on STRATA assets and faclilities.

"{h) Since there is no azvailable evidence that any team
has reported a lucrative target wnich has been exploited
tactically on a real-time opasis, request CINCPAC be
provided information on STAATA real-time reporting capa-
bility and STRATA-reportea target reaction and tactlecal
exploitation.™*

i;/£? COMUSMACY Reply
"a, Heference suggests a security survey be conductea on
STRATA and requests information on:

"(1) Real-time reporting capability.
"(2) Target reactlon and tactlcal exploitation.

"b. An operational securlty inspection of MACSOG will be
conducted by a CINCPAC OPSEC team on 11 Qct. STRBATA assets
and 1lities are included 1in that inspection.

* ) Mesg, CINCPAC, DTG 210219Z Sep 68

~ -

ronduntad hy a OTHODAC APREC tasm Aan 11 Ant CPOAMA nocwat-
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“c. Reference paragraph a(l) through {6) ‘our message, S0G
conauctea 22 STRATA insertions ana 21 extraciions into/from
NVH aurang perioa 17 har-28 Sep 1968 One :eamw (STRATA 120)
15 Tissang. Casualties were inflaictea on teans 114, 115,
119, and 12G. Fifteen (15} STRATA casualt-es (, IA) have
resultead from a total insertion of 164 perscnnel thils year.
Fifty-seven (57) STRATA personnel are ncu .. tne operational
status., Filve enemy are known KI1h oy beay cocunt. On other
occasions, mlnes emplaced by STRATA have been aetonatea with
undetermnined casualty producing efflect.

"d Reference paragraph a7} your message, followlng dis-
cernible eviaence of tactical reactlon to STRATA reporting
is submitted.

"{1) STRATA 114 reported on 12 Jun 68 a truck park and
motor pool in addition to other convoy informatlon. This
target was attacked.

"(2) STRATA 119 reported on 5 Aug 68 a truck park and a
by-pass trail. Thls by-pass informatlon assisted target-
ing officers in deciding flow of enemy trafflec ana other
probable truck parks.

"(3) STRATA 115 reported on 6 Aug 68 a well used trail.
That report coupled with enemy ground fire directed towards
FAC alrcraflft flylng over that area resultea 1n air strikes
along this infilltration route.

"{4) STRATA 118 upon extraction on 21 Aug 68 reported
enemy troops. This target was attacked on 22 Aug in
conjJunctlon with a strike against known antiaircraft
pesitlons in same area.

"(5) STRATA 115 verified the exilstence of a four meter
wlde road which had been periodically bombed by 7th AF
aircralft. The STRATA team determined that this road was
no longer used. This information resulted in halting
air strikes into an unproductive area.

"(6) STRATA 117 roadwatched Route 196. This route was
found to be unused. Its status 1s reflected on the air
target list.

"e. Reference paragraph b(l} your message, infiltration/
exfiltration techniques are under constant review to lmprove
performance and to avold stereotyped operations.

"r. Reference paragraph b(2) your message, one method of
improving real-time reporting capablllity and tactical reaction
is being considered. That of using the U-10 for radio realy
to 1lncrease time and area coverage for STRATA and other
activities.

"g. Reference paragraph b(3) your message, four members of
STRATA 115 were lost after being detecfed in their base camp
by a dog and tracking party. They were the team leader, RTO
and two members. This headquarters attrlbutes the loss of
oLther key personnel to the greater risks assumed by leaders.
STRATA 114 lost its team leader, assistant ana RTO at a road-
watch site. STRATA 119 lost 1ts team leader and a member
while on reconnalssance to capture a prisoner.

"h. Reference paragraph b(4} your message, STRATA has
following real-time reporting capabllity now 1n use-

"{1) PRC-7b4 for communication from team to FOB and to
ABCCC. Link between team and FOB is reliable; link

between team and ABCCC 1? gnréliable. Causes are difficultv
"h. Heference naragraoh b{4} vour messare. STRATA has____ __ __
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in comprehenslon of brevity coaes as, spcken by 1ndigenous
personnel, rap:a speech by ABCCC ana matening of team
antenna to ABCCC frequenciles ACD oroit Link between FOB
ana ABCCC 1s intermittent because of dlstances between
statlons.

"(2} PRC-25 for communicatlons between team and FAC, at
present specia-ly fraggea FACs (02-A) used for STRATA
are available for insertion, extraction, cilrection finaing
and visual reconnaissance in STRATA target area Stay time
for 02-As flying from NKP is approximately two hours in
STRATA target areas.

"{. The factors listed below limit the success of STRATA
operations

"{1) Operational techniques aﬁ: st111l being developed and
must be frequently adjusted to et the enemy's response to
STRATA infilltrations.

"(2) Majority of indigencus personnel have brief and
limited military experience.

"(3) There 1s no pool of trained indlgenous team leader
personnel to draw upon.

"(4) Operational area 1s within North Vietnam.

"(5) Terraln is mountainous and covered by primary
Jungle.

"(6) Survival, mobllity and observation are adversely
affected by the north-east monsoon from Kovember through
April.

"j. Based on the facts cited above, we believe STRATA teams
have done as well as could be expected. There 1s every
reason to expect that as selectlon methods for STRATA personnel
and training are 1mproved the productivity of these teams will
increase,"#

" Msg, COMUSMACV, DTG 010ULEZ Oct 68
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