THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
1000 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1000

15 JAN 2004

The Honorable Dawd Pratt, P.C., M.P.
Minister of Nanonal Defence

101 Colonel By Drive

Ottawa, Ontario

Canada

K1AOQOK2

Dear Minister Pmtt

Thank you for your recent letter regarding cooperation between the United
States and Canada on missile defense.

As you noted in your letter, the United States and Canada have been
partners in the defense of North America for over 50 years. In light of the threat
involving the proliferation of ballistic missiles, I agree that we should seek to
expand our cooperation in the area of missile defense.

I am supportive of the approach to missile defense cooperation that you
outlined in your letter and agree that this should be the basis on which we maove
forward, :

Thank you again for your letter. I look forward to continuing the long-
standing defense cooperation between the United States and Canada.

Sincerely,





