. I o= BTN e
= (George Washington cau-
-tjoned future generations’ against a |
“standing army -in “peacetime.”To
., ‘Washington, the lesson of history was

éitizens by whose authority it exists. :
- The specter raised 200 years ago -
by Washington may, at last, be com-
ing to haunt us. o _—

- As the social fabric of our nation .
frays, and traditions that have cloaked
us in domestic security for genera-
tions gradually unravel, one of the
patchwork ‘solutions proposed is an
increased military involvement in ci- -
vilian law enforcement. * - -

" - President Clinton was recently
asked to muster troops to help belea-
guered police in Washington, D.C.
Drowning in a flood of illegal immi-

“closer to routine involvement of U.S.
troops along the Mexican border. -
> But no issue has drawn the military

- war on drugs.” Under that banner, the
~governmerit has begun an orgy of sei-
“zures that make mockery of the sup-_
-—posed sanctity of private property and

Jaw. Citizens are given assurances we

constitutional right there to regain do-

mestic security. oo

.~ While sifting the foul ashes of

Waco, where power gone mad backed

Lady Liberty into a corner and shot

, her in the head, Soldier Of Fortune

! has learned the “drug issue” may be

i more of a ruse than a reason for this

' march down the slippery slope to-
ward martial law. - . - :

“. As the Waco trial slowly unfolded
in federal court in San Antonio, testi-
mony by Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms (ATF) agents — the
gestapo of G-men — reluctantly re-

vealed that' ATFE's Ming.mns
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““that if the military has ‘no other en- "%
‘emy, it will. eventually turn on the - -

grants, the Border Patrol is. moving -

. -into civilian law enforceitient like “the

* ';.-7 constitutional guarantees of reasonable -
“search and seizure, and due process of '
*.to Deputy Bariey Fife. == e
-must surrender a liberty here and 3’ ’

.3 2% o~
P CArRL L

i ch

SOF’s investigation, the results of
which were shared with the New York
Daily News, indicates Green Beret train-

.. ing for the ATF was far more involved

" than the Army will admit. Despite con-
trary claims, SOF learned through sev-
-eral interviews within the’ SpecOps
community and Pentagon that Green
Beret trainers violated their group’s
policy, and possibly federal law, with
the type and scope of instruction pro-
vided the ATF. ~:: 7i it

~ Further increasing the official sen-
sitivity over this ignominious inci-

dent are allegations “that four Green

* Berets donned civvi
while their ATF protégés ¢

- the biggest disaster of American law

~o

e

elations the training mission was not
a rogue operation, but part of a sanc-

fioned, ongoing program to more in-’
olve the military in civilian law en- -
" Times, asked: Was there suspicion of

forcement, from federal agents down
“=The move began’in 1989, when
Congress approved a defense autho-
rization bill directing the Pentagon
to train and assist “to the maximum
extent possible” civilian police
engaged in drug interdiction.
The law was partly a response to
Defense Secretary Dick Cheney’s
earlier designation of drug traffick-
ing as a national security threat.
After the bill passed, Cheney
announced activation of Joint
Task Force Six [JTF-6] at Fort
Bliss, Texas. ‘ ’
“JFT-6 support is intended to serve
as a force multiplier to law enforce-
ment agencies,” states JT F-6's Op-

£Text & Photo by Ja

“enforcement history.” ¥ % 0T D
¥ Most disturbing, though, were rev- ’

Iwas no. “TTUTEmIT .

A -
mes L. Pate
o a8 SAET N Call) I

erational Support Planning Guide,

".iobtained by SOF. It has “the poten-
.-.tial to enhance [law enforcement]

 &ffectiveness ‘or release significant

~+_resources to focus on [drug] interdic-
. tion/seizure actions...:
‘ofous compound. -~ force approach.”: - PR
"~ Located near

‘using a total
JTF-6 headquarters
is its ‘civilian counterpart, Operation
Alliance — a Justice Department
entity accepting applications from
civilian law enforcement agencies for
military assistance in drug operations.

Although JTF-6’s stated mission
is drug interdiction, “the bottom line
is that Operation Alliance will lie
to JTF-6 [about drug allegations] in
a heartbeat,” said one DoD source
familiar with the program. “The re-
questing agency, such as ATF, will
‘tell Operation-Alliance there’s a
drug angle — with a nudge and a

tched— wink — just to get what they want.
edinto.. And many times,‘ ‘JTF-6 doesn’t

even care.” u Ciieo.- Fe -
=5 The question of drugs’in ATF’s
"Waco investigation was raised early
on. During ATF-FBI press confer-
ences early in the 51-day standoff,
four different press organizations, in-
. cluding SOF and The New York

. illegal drugs? Each time, the answer

- Two weeks later, when asked how
ATF got permission to use National
Guird helicopters, the'story changed.
Texas law requires evidence of ille-
gal drugs before its aircraft are made
available to federal agents. ATF
spokesman David Troy, who later re-
signed when accused of lying about
other aspects of the raid, suddenly
recalled “evidence” of methamphet-
amine labs at Mount Carmel. Troy’s
claim was “made up out of whole
cloth,” said one ATF source
in Texas. ‘

In the subsequent trial, not onc
shred of evidence of il_}pgal drugs wa:
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" versely, in asoci- 4

", are common, it'is_

. mation to the public.”.

.- both Operation Alliance and JTF-6 keep
. legal staffs busy, pnmarily finding le-

mg hew and more effective _support
to [law enforcement agencies] are

ety where dmgs

e -Apnl holocaust -Hnrgrm MOUT (Military Ops In Urban “=
o ZTerraln) facility st FL Hood, where Green
erets tralned BATF agents before !holr

isastrous raid near Waco. Military
vestigators are now looking Into .-
llegations that ATF training vlolatod

the military éan go. -
"The JTF-6 planmng guide states
mnhtary forces “are precluded by the

Posse Comitatus Act from performing -
search, seizure, arfest or other similar
law enforcement activities.” It then out-

lines which types of assistance it can
and cannot provide, but potes omi-
nously that “no list of military support
capabilities is ever all-inclusive...”

Under “Political Sensitivities,” the
guidebook advises ‘‘employment of
military force in such a way as to
avoid any potential confrontation with
the civilian populace ... Many opera-

tions are inherently sensitive and in- """
volve various risks which may be, .

heightened by the release of mfor—

" Sources interviewed by SOF said

gal loopholes toallow further military

o “Innovatwc approaches to provxd-

constantly sought,” the opérational -
pianning guide says, “and legal and

military capabilities are gradually’
being eliminated ... Pending legisla-
tive actions may soon allevxate some
of these restrictions...

Houston attorney Mike DeGeurin,

defending one Davidian, got.

everyone's attention when he asked a
government witness if he recognized
any of five names that DeGeurin im-
plied were present when Mount
Carmel was raided.

Fort Bragg’s personnel locator ser-
vice confirmed that the five men listed

MAY 94

"= Once 3 civilian agency
" “like ATF requests military
involvement 'in “civilian law enforce- i7 assistance from Operation
ment. The JTF-6 handbook acknowl- .~-Alliance,_ the request
- edges that in a roundabout fashion:

~-support. It the request

-__the'RSU which assigns ,
policy barriers to the application of -

ark Petree

Traml_ng Team (MTT) meeting ATF’s

Waco,_ raid contingent at Fort Hood
. also included Captain Clyde Moore -

(designated team commander), SSgt.

' Michael J. Dooney, SSgt. Steven M.
-, Fitts, SSgt. Jay C. Burkhardt and

SSgt. Robert R, Moreland — all of
Company B, 3rd Battalion, 3rd SFG.
.- The 10 were among a company of
- Green Berets deployed in January
1993 from Fort Bragg to McGregor
~"Range, New Mexico, a remote part .
of Fort Bliss. The Bragg-based troops

sponds to short-fuse reqmrements o

goes to JTF-6 which has
egal and public-affairs”

;. passes’ muster, JTF-6 is- "
“sues a mission order’ to"

men to the task. Before
deployment, however, a green
light must come
from ~ Forces -~
-Command
(FORSCOM).
Then, the MTT de-
ploys to a training

on drugs.

_ site to meet the ci-

vilian lawmen it will train.

Mission JTOO2E resulted in an op-
erational detachment from 3rd Bat-
talion, 3rd SFG, deploying to Fort
Hood to train ATF. On 16 February

mand: Major

: Conway C LcBleu, "Todd W.

-* SOF sources mdlcate thev.Moblle'

" contact, agent Kris Mayfield. ;-

werc assigned a 90-day stint with the -j

i Joinl Task Force Six Iogo. the multi-
agency rent-a-troop instrument
designed to provide military resources
to civillan law enforcement in the war

g sites. Next day, they met with
ood’s range ‘control office to secure

probab]y hit by “misdirected fire -
from ATF agcnt Kexth Constantme,

‘McKeehan and Robcrt J. lellams

“f— were killed.) -

. Handy, Dumn and Ackley rctumed
to McGregor Range 19 February. The

entire detachment returned to Hood 22 .
'February. Dunn and Wilson, two of the
‘Green Berets who would later watch

_“the disastrous ATF raid at Mount

. Carme}, went to meet ATF point-of-

_ The Green Berets and the approxx- .
. mately 80 ATF agents who would

" ultimately arrive were billeted in the -f
- bottom floor of Building 4424, the *»f;

top floor of Building 4426, and Build
mg 4462, Fort Hood sources said. :
“The following day, some Grcen
Berets went with Mayfield | to .hc

Build “a_ front-door

mock-up ‘of .Mount.
7‘\ Carmel. Mayfield ac-
| .companied Dooney,
| 'Burkhirdt and Wil
:'son 1o McCoy s
';:-,Buxldmg Supply in
Ki]leen for materials.
- By 24 February, all
*ATF personnel, includ-
ing raid leaders Charles
Sarabyn, = Phil
- Chojnacki (both ~
now fired) and
Ted Royster ar-
rived. XO Petree
flew commercial ~
to Killeen, where
be was met by two members of
the detachment. It was a mystery
why a major would come to super-

Continued on page 75 o
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verything you'll need for] ¢
lifestylel Over 100 full-
‘3 with shooting acces
<h optics, camping and|~.
3's, official and tactical}”~
sation equipment, flash:
y memorabilia, personal| -
target practice aids and] 2
inteed 100% satisfac-| -
alog. send your name. !
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VFrame
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* Tool
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$4.95 (double for Canada) (TN
3 12x) for shipping & handfing to
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[o]

*pt., SF, Knoxville, TN 37919
1-8C0-521.7977 in TN (615)
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: 1 Do it for your -

"Ihe nght of ﬂw people to keep and
beararmsshall not be infrin jed” '

-The Bi ofR«gIm
country...BURY A :

Patrlot Safe T‘?‘-,

d Burial System

Undergroun
;SALE!! -§65.00
e Reg. S 89.95 =i --»é

ol

" Alr nnd water tight
* Tactical black ; :
* Heavy PYC eonslmd.lon with
y teria Temrren
M ?ncl\!ga ;eslcmnt for added
moisture protection
* Complete instructions "‘Do'it NOW
* MADE lnthe USA - :

g

Add 12.00 for S&H 18.00 for AK or HI

QUTBACKMERCAN

)
. POBOX 33614
NORTHGLENN,CO 80233

TEL{303)279-2571 FAX(303)278-7098

HANDGUN CONTROL

Continued from page 33

‘the next few years A connnued PR

- campaign with the general public as

well as the legal and judicial com-
munity, will enable us to finally get
ground-breaking rulings which can

-" change the violent face of the Ameri- - '
* . ..can landscape for years to come. .

‘Legal Point 1: Making possible

" the suing of owners of guns, as a

l

group, for monetary compensation for
'victims of gun violence:

Once gun owners in America have
been identified through a verifiable
“source, i.e., the pending national com-
puter registry, it would be possible to
seek further compensation for vic-
tims of gun violence through legal
means. As a group, gun nuts would
constitute an identifiable entity for
class-action suits and other legal ac-
tions for compensation to victims of
gun violence.

Legal Point 2: Suing gun organiza-
tions under the RICO [Racketeer Influ-
enced, Corrupt Organization] statute:

MAY 94

@ Bl NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS: [

Deita, UT 84624

'-Giobal Sales
P.O. Bx 1000-F ..

* | From time to time, we make our list of
customers’ names and addresses avail-
able to carefully screened companies to
send announcements of their products or
services.

If you prefer not to receive such mail-
ings, and want your name on our sub-
scriber list only, please write us, enclos-
ing your mailing label

Please address your request to:

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE
P.O. Box 348

Mt. Morris, IL. 61054
Attn: Customer Service

It would be expected that gun
groups and lobbying groups such as
the NRA would encourage non-com-
pliance. Thus nationally recognized
groups will be technically “orga-
nizing to break the law.” Once this
.can be proven, these groups will be
vulnerable to lawsuits based on the

- RICO statute and drained of their
financial resources through repeated

. legal action. , -~ —
Legal Point 3: Suing the makers_ o
of toy-replica guns, toy weapons and )

- violent entertainment:

One of the purveyors of v:olence"

to society, companies which profit
. from violence would eventually be
identified and made legally respon-
sible for the violent acts inspired by
their products. A study would have
to be created to link these companies
to those actions taken as a result of
their products. Threat of legal action
would convince many mapufacturers
and distributors that other nonvio-
lence-related toys would be more
worthwhile. Lawsuits against makers
of violent entertainment and violence-
related recreational materials and
toys, would make them fiscally ac-
countable for the cost to society in-

(801)864-4402

I NO OBLIGATION o NO SALESMAN

" video games, television shows, mov-

;. since the constant ‘threat of legal ac- "
» tion will induce change in the way ©*

6”’ AND EARN ‘IOUR BADGE
B(PERIENCE NEEDED -

v‘\Q 5 2 )
_‘33-{'5) B

Ly YOU ARE TAUGHT BY FORM N
MILITARY INTELLIGENCE specuusrs,
I _ POLICE AND PRIVATE DETECTIVES.
“THE ONLY COURSE OF ITS KIND,” %

YOUR PAST EXPERIENCE COMBINED
$100,000 a ysar
] PETECTIVE. %S as e’ 4 :

WTTHTHEUNIQUEGLOBALPROGRAM I B
83 8 P1 Thank
Tl 617-721-4292 ]
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I PRIVATE \’g B o Gobal”
NOwW

GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION I
171 S. PARK ST. STONEHAM, MA 02180
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Imoness : l
ary____  STATE __ 2P
@ FREE INFORMATION
NN N N N . --]

curred as a result of their merchan-
dise. Items could include: vioAlent

ies, videotapes, water guns, super
soakers, electronic noise guns, rep- .
.- lica guns, toy weapons like swo'rds,' .
* batons, martial arts items. . L
Tort law as we know it may ot
have to undergo a change in order to ..

- facilitate these actions. As many .-

people know, it is not necessary to .-
actually win in order to affect change, "= - ...

people do business. People all know
that the real fiscal effect of repeated

* legal actions can bankrupt a peddler
" of violence just as well as winning a

large settlement. X

SF IN WACO

Continued from poge 35

vise a training team already com-
manded by a captain.
Communications training began 25
February, while Handy, Dooney and
Ackley built the door mock-up, %nd a
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o 4replxa ofMount Carmel ﬁo;t fence. -
A training schedule for the next 'day :

- was developed, including live-firing.

sion from Fort Hood Range Control
. for the ATF to tmn thh ﬂash-ban
o grenades. SSRLGNL
. . -Agents Buford and King put their
= forced entry teams through the mock-";
up several times on the 27th, at least -

though the Army now

[ included room-clearing, fire-and-ma-

» Safety considerations forced the
; Gncn ‘Beret trainers to get permis. . T

) once wnth two Green Berets acting as =~ i
sources tell SOF training |
o neuver and building takedown — sub- {.

: jects forbidden by SF policy for in- |
struction to civilian lawmen, accord- | -

| ing to coples of the pohcy obtamcd

ock-and-annou
were rehearsed, nor was a peaceful
entry. Other SF trainers worked with
ATF agents on the range, where
" AR-15s, MP-5 SMGs and the ATF’s
M24 sniper rifles were fired. Sniper
rifles were zeroed for 260 meters, the
approximate distance from the ATF’s
dercover house to Mount Carmel.
Agent King would later give testi-
mony about that training, which was
misleading — at best. King said un-
der oath that Green Berets were “not
involved in the rehearsals” for the
raid, that the commandos merely
stood by as “observers ... They of-
fered some advice. One was a cap-
tain and there were a couple of en-

gent Buford acknowledged in
testimony that “a detachment from
one of the Special Forces units” as-
sisted in ATF’s Fort Hood traim'ng.
“They were there to assist us pnma-

. tions system worked.” " .U
~Radio communications for the -
paramilitary-style operation broke
down almost immediately, according
to a Treasury Department investiga-
tive report and testimony from ATF
agent Roland Ballesteros, assigned as
first agent through the door.

Asked specifically what limits
military participation in civilian law
enforcement operations, Buford tes-
tified “I'm not sure where that line is
drawn. I took what they had to offer
and utilized it ... They mentioned the
fact that they’d like to accompany
us, but said they couldn't ...”

According to military sources in-
terviewed by SOF, much of the out-
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- listed personnel.” .. ¢ . neeileo]

occurred after normal hours, in the
barracks. This included Close-Quar-
ter-Battle (CQB) and MOUT topics.
“Individually, they wére pretty .
good at CQB,” said one troop famil-
- jar with the operation.” “But ‘as a
‘10-man team goes, they didn’t click ~

10-man teams’ going at once, it was a
. real problem ... One thing we stressed
* and stressed was not to try an opera-

--tion like they were planning during .

of-bounds training by Green Berets -

" some medical training,” Merlo said.

-The Army refused to grant inter-

- views with any members of the MTT.

: "ch ATF has also declined comment. -
= But tmops — and many people in ATF By
femain ontxaged by what happened.
““Some of the ATF agents at Fort =53
as well, ‘And when .you got three »_.Hood, especially some of the older " e 5
_ £-agents, privately ‘questioned the wis-_*. 3

. dom of this whole goat-chain,” one

Anny source said. “Not only did they

daylight hours. It would be suicide ... -7 they felt the legality of that raid was

All of our guys were pissed off at
having to be thcre under those cxr-

cumstances.” =7 Ta T e

On 27 Febmary, ATF agents left -

Special Forces MTT cleaned up their
gear and prepared to depart.
Or, most of them did.
ight logs for two helicopters
icking up the MTT at Fort Hood
onfirm four Green Berets did not
depart with the rest. Two UH-60
Blackhawks assigned to the 160th
Special Operation Aviation Regiment
in Fort Stewart, Georgia — part of
the secretive Task Force 160 —
picked up six Green Berets and a loa
of gear at 2000 27 February at thc'
MOUT facility. They flew to
McGregor Range. Logs indicate the

being temporarily grounded en, rout
Tl

Dunn, Wilson, Ackfey an
'Moreland remained behind, SOF
sources say, to observe the nex

were no Special Forces pérsonnel o

Blackhawks arrived before midnight, _

morning’s ATF raid. What they saw|

upset and scared them.
: €

.- presence_at Mount Carmel: “There : -
rily to make sure our commumm- B

...vague, at best, especially aﬁcr what .-
.. happened at Fort Hood.. ~.s:::7. %2
7 "“Waco is the crowmng ﬁasoo of
“what a big lie JTF-6 is,” he said. “If
for their staging area near Waco. The _:

présent when the ATF conducted their -

raid on the Branch Davidian com-
pound,” said Lieutenant Colonel Ken

McGraw, a spokesman for the Army
Special Operations Command at Fort
Bragg. McGraw referred further ques-
tions to the U.S. Special Operations
Command in Florida.

An Army spokesman in F]onda,
Lt. Col. Chuck Merlo, confirmed a
Green Beret training detachment from
Fort Bragg provided assistance to
ATF in the days before the raid, but
emphasized “none of our people were
at the raid.”

“What we did do was set up some
ranges at Fort Hood,” near Waco, and
“assisted them in setting up and sight-

one follows the philosophical premise
‘of Operation Alliance and JTF-6 to a
logical conclusion, Special Forces is
being groomed to accept, unquestioned,
a role in internal security operations
against citizens of this country.”

“Are we worried about being found
out?” asked another. “Of course we’re
worried. First there’ll be denial. Then
there’ll be a search for the guilty par-
ties. That’s already started. The Army
engaged in a cover-up on this from
the moment the news hit the fan about
that [ATF] raid. We have been ready
to be subpoenaed since this happened

We've been prepared for it. We’ veA

been expecting it.” X

WACO TRIAL "

Conh'nued from page 43

woman in the Jury box began to cry

tailed coverage . of the Branch
Davidian trial, including the verdict
‘and what it means, in next month’s
issue. Part Two includes confirma-
tion of friendly fire casualties among
the ATF raiding party and testimony
Jrom the government’s own witnesses
that indicates gunfire from helicop-
ters, and more gvidence that ATF
fired the first shots. Plus verbatim
dialogue from the 911 call and FBI
eavesdropping devices.

Jim Pate covered the Mount
Carmel standoff and subsequent in-
femo for SOF last year, and was
present for the entire trial. % 7
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ing in their weapons, and provided !

- think the raid was® unnecessary, but " :.
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4tdo{'gﬁmented 3acts ofmwm@ _por;(_,s
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pctcnce and mcndac:ty by the Burca“u of Afcoﬁg *’I’ébago p

= andf‘ F‘rcam1s griticized by the Department. off-bTreas a1
mvmtlganve rcport ‘on the Waco massacre, .lhe supgosed wcial report states ‘that ATF spec:al agcnts ts. Darrell Dyer and

o = ¥ S

u:..ﬁack of 2 written raid plan may appear-to many’ a\s}g rmnor -:kW‘Iham Krone took xt upon themselves to produce one,

_point. But the parannhtary operation near Waco® was the
“biggest operation in ATF’s history — and, ulumately, it
. strains belief that any agency, even ATF, would asscmble
almost 250 people for a raid’ of such momentous scilé and
not have a written plan. .~ - E )

Yet the Treasury’s investigative report, ordered by Prcs:-_

dent Clinton, would have the public believe just that. Five
days before the botched attack that left four young ATF
agents and six civilians dead on 28 February 1993, the

";','» éftgg_ i;{emg told

bmary,, lbc offi-

-even though’ Lhcy stancd‘ w1th lmle E’nowledgc about thc'

work of the !acncal planners =¥%The W0 of . them"had;

5scntxally finished 3 written raid plan the day “before ‘the
raid. The plan, however, remained on Krone’s desk; it was
never distributed to any agents or rehed upon by any of
the planners.” .

That ostensible plan did become useful later, however,
when it was doctored in an attempt to divert blame. Yet
Treasury investigators minimized the misleading aller-

Photo: Rodger Malllson/Fort Worth Slzr-Tolegnmlslpa
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port (seé "Specxal Forces lnvolved
in Waco Raid,” SOF May *94). ATF |,
management got its first briefing from

acle, saxd at 1he tJme. "i. '\.v;nt—u;
nce and for all, nncquxvoally state
- the raid plan was submitted - It

.nnons - madcbySpccxalAg n!Dya
and the ‘raid commanders, - special
‘agents Phil Chojnacki .and Charles

Darreu Dycr and

o producc one,
vledge about thc‘
590" of | lhcm had‘
€ day ‘before the
me’s desk; it was
. upoa by any of

il later, however,
ivert blame. Yet
nisleading alter-

‘bling - ‘Iackofjudgmcnt, one which,

essarily [’mdlatc] ».7an intent to de
.ceive.” A paragraph later; after noting

falsnfymg the last-minute_plan, "the

at “neither X dcmal is credible.”

SR of thxs doublcspeak? That

- just because ATF raid leaders lied
doesn’t necessarily mean they are li-
ars? Then perhaps the “intent to de-
ceive” is on the part of the authors of

' _ the Treasury report. Because what in-

vestigators do not say in the report

" — either in an effort to cover up the

truth or because they did not know

" — is that 3 written raid plan did ex-

ist, and that the ATF, indirectly aided
by the U.S. Army’s sclf-interest, has

" engaged in an ongoing cover-up of

the real story behind that plan.

" After a three:month mvestlgatnon
by Soldier. Of Fomure, including a
review of scvcral classified memos

. and mcssagcs as $'Wwell as other docu .

ments dcclassxf' ed after a Freedom

of Information Act _request, a pic- .
. ture emerges of a pervasive use of

- ... false statements and ersatz national

. ~"security interests as a rusé to hide’

the facts. It raises serious questions
about the lack of accountability for
the military’s ever-growing role in
civilian law enforcement, which has
been given a congrcssional green
light under the ausplces of the “ “war
on drugs.”

Supporting documcnts and public
statements refer to the existence of

" ‘an ATF plan months before the Waco

raid. ATF spokesman Jack Killorin
said just afterward that it “was
planned and drilled for months be-
fore it was carried out ...” (emphasis
added). Former ATF Deputy Assis-
tant Director Dan Conroy, who lost
his job as a result of the Waco de-
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-Sarabyn ——:as an '."exuemcly trou-

the report assures u.s, does “not nec-

at' Chojnacki. and Sarabyn demed._'_
report fhp-ﬂops agaxn, oontendxng'

S0 what is an ‘alert reader s'up- X

posed to make

RLES!
L“:ﬁ,uﬂll!lls‘-.

- authonzmg thc use of

Grecn Bcrcts to train the ATF for its
. raid. EXORD MSG 172145Z FEB 93
specifically states, “This operation has
the highest interest of BATF-Wash-
ington, and has been approved at that
level” Are we to assume that a bu-
reaucracy in Washington, D.C., where
a paper blizzard of niggling gibber-
ish issues forth daily, gave such ap-
" proval without a written plan? Surely

- military approval would not have ... .
. been granted if the Army did not have

-'a document to evaluate. chklcts
order ‘says the ATF “has -
already planned their - P

. operation.” Indeed, v
‘he was “careful to

- include a caveat .

for approval of

Mission JT 002E-

93, that Such- ap-

~-proval was “n

" offici

~dorsement of the

L SO .

[ATF’s raid] plan.” |~
I planning 1ts raid
- against David Koresh
and .the Branch
Davidians, the ATF
_requested and re-
ceived exteasive
military assistance,
most notably from
the 3rd Battalion, 3rd
Special Forces Group
headquartered at Fort
Bragg, North Caro-
lina. Yet this is not
mentioned in the
Treasury Department

CILYCARA
h3H e ‘:‘m‘vsz

Intro to Operational SUpport .
Planning Guide for JTF-6 says . -
that JTF-6's legal staft “continues .
to address legal Issues which
currently inhibit our abillty to .
optimize the sppilcation of

DoD capabilities” In civilian law
enforcement, noting that “Innova-
tive approaches to providing new
and more effoctive support to
[law entorcement agencies] are
constantly sought, and legal

and policy barrlers to the applica-
tion of military capabilities are
gradually being eliminated”
(emphasis added).

a Defense Department liaison officer
in early December 1992, the ‘I‘msury
Teport confirms. <, £ A A
Oné January 1993 “ATF offi cxall

ed 3 _fequest_ “for" support_ for an
ongomg drug case,” according to a
P annmg chronology preparcd by the

;Urban “Terrain]’ snc,
Bradley Fighting_ Ve-
hrcleﬁmglﬁ sets, heat hea“:- :
ers, s generators and other mllxtary
items of equipment,” the USASOC
document states. The reference to
Bradleys contradicts ATF’s many de-
nials that it cvcr considered using ar-

_"mor agamst the Mount Carmcl

Ky
.
v

Documents obtalned by SOF show that
ATF used the same bogus "metham-
phetamine lab” ploy to access federal

_ milltary assets and tralning as it did
- when it conned the Texas state

govcmment out of hallcopters.

e LA
Prons

*: call for? Promptcd by a confi-

<. dential source in Treasury,

> SOF tried to’ ﬁnd out. ..

“The “Treasury source " -
“ told SOF that after the ~
raid’s stupcndous faul- :

o ure, ATF's top Brass,

*“didn’t dare show the

[onginal raid] plan”

bcausc “it was out-

.copy of the original
plan, SOF gleaned
- enough facts to sug-
* gest the source's
claim is true. B
For example, in a
memorandum for the
record writtea on
3 February 1993 —
25 days before the
raid — Army Major
Philip W. Lindley
wrote that his analy-
sis of the original
plan revealed that

“the degree of
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Phota'JnanPm Vimornos s

I_ y] mvolvcmcnt proposcd M

posed the [Special Forces trainers] to
cnmmal as well as civil liability.”

€Ys =

en deputy sta z
vocate for USASOC, described ATF" 's

; . plan as an actual
: law enforccment mission with
cmlnan targets ... fo be attacked"
(cmphasis added). _
/D’espxte Lindley’s reservations and
-_the fact that JTF-6 was still two weeks |
.away from issuing an approval order L
. the Green Beret training mission was ™ _
":already onm track. :The same day
Lindley wrote his wammg agamst
Army participation in the raid train-

4 MSG 032140Z FEB 93(S) — to the
commanding general of III Corps at
Fort Hood, Texas, requesting ranges

. .and other training facilities for the
ATFE. Lindley’s memo indicates that
ATF officially requested not only
Army training, but direct involvement
in the raid that “was operational.”
This was to include the presence of
US. Army Special Forces personnel
“in proximity™ to “the target.”

The next day, “the possibility for
Contingency  Tactical Medical

60 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE

" ‘One mechanism used by JTF—G to lend suppon to clvlllm Inv
enforcement agencies Is the Hargrove iirban warfare tralning ™
facllity st Fort Hood, Texas. Here, an SF training detachment

- provided Instruction to the BATF agents about to launch thelr

disastrous rald on the Branch Davidian compound near Waco.

1] line and ex- - -
" standby at a nearby
medevac helicopter eight miles away.
They ultlmatcly had to commandeer

-

~edly, ‘and in sig-
mﬁcant -detail, :

< pews vehxcles to cvacuatc- thc 16
" woundcd and four dead agents. =

‘,Among other. ﬁn
mvesnganon' :

agent, lied repcat- =

_about a supposcd_'_

drug lab at Mount
. Carmel, according
{ing. JTF-6 sent a classified cable — "~*

to “numerous

.-Army documents.
- Army special op-

erations staff of-
ficers who sus-

" pected that ATF

was lying about a

- drug nexus were

ignored, and a
JTF-6 lawyer who
threatened Lind-
ley’s career over
his opposition to
the plan may have

a,rzgls_mn_n;-

-A’I‘F md plan an- *-
*ticipated a signifi- .
‘cant ‘number ‘of
casualties, or “ac-
<. .- .ceptable losses,”
" the Tuasury ‘source said. Yet ATF
planners had only one ambulance on

-.. 7 *ATF .agents Cho;nackx Sarabyn
. and Davy Aguilera,

uded in the success of the decepuon. )
‘w-.*Additional documentation_sug- ]
gests what SOF has earlier :
that unauthorized subject matter, spe-
; cxf'ally Close Quarter. Combat, was !
faught by Ma). Mark Petrees train- !
.ing team, violating very" spec:t' c
policy ptoh'bxuons by Special Form

upport . .from
cthesda, - Mary-.
nq, to pr,ovide

“Detachment - 381, “specialists in’
" waterbome missions, were not quah :
. Bied to teach subjccts pemncnt to (he A

he ongmal ”

als “for “that assault, mtem
; documents indicate.". Do
e Dunng their training at Fort
Hood, ATF agents bragged to their
Green Beret trainers that the raid was
going to receive extensive media cov-
erage, lending further credence to the
charge that ATF hyped the raid as a
media stunt to bolster their standing
in upcoming congressional budgct
hearings. - . —

* Four Green Beret
trainers — Sergeant
1st Class Chris
~.. -Dunn, the team
i operations ser-
- geant; Staff

roadblock, and a

L mn e cas
et T [

USSOCOM Intemnal correspondencs
obtalned by SOF shows that the
.-SpecOps community had reservations
sbout the "lt-involves-drugs-nudge, .
" wink” complicity betweenlaw ... - ..
" enforcement agencies wanting nﬂtnry
assets, and JTF-6 who wnnted b gct
lnvolvocL E

dmgs of soz:"

.._,

t.he Waco case

Hargrove tralning facliity provides s reallstic site for training
troops — and when appropriate, police — In various forms of
urban combat. Based on a blueprint supplied by ATF, SF
training cadre constructed a mockup of the Davidians’ house
for MOUT training. Photo: James L. Pate

4
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of the deception.’
imentation sug-

carlier reported,
dject matter, spe- .

ter Combat, was~
k Petree’s train- .
3 very ‘specific

iy Special Forces_ ;-
7 and DoD. The .

om Operational
specialists in

» were aot quali- "

s pertinent to th

‘on of their mis-

. Beret trainers

. L Aramen L
ault scenario for -
sated in rehears-- -

interviews and_ °

raining at Fort
bragged to their
that the raid was
nsive media cov-
r credence to the
sed the raid as a
er their standing
essional budget

ir Green Beret
s — Sergeant
Class Chbris
Duna, the team
operations ser-
geant; Staff

nespon&enéb .

vsthatthe -=. . -

1ad reservations
drugs-nudge, . .
een law T
:wanting military

y wanted to get

LAt e

: site for training
various forms of
d by ATF, SF

Javidlans' house
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I} Sergeant @;qé‘ll_WaﬁEhAcklc;;;fhe' “ATF special agents
team’s weapons sergeant; and SSgts.” '~ Dick Garner and Bill .

.. returning to JTF-6 headquarters at

‘] that'they bad beéen filmed by televi

- The unnecessary holocaust that followed the federal slege In .
Waco proved to the world that federa) law enforcement went
too far. Now, milltary Investigators are Iooking into sllega-
tions that the training ATF received before the Waco raid went

. too far, In violation of Speclal Forces policy and fedsral law. =~ .- -
Photo: Jerry Hoefer/Slps ;- <» : =il T Lo

d Jon Wil- “Hoover for 10 Bradleys -
o _tg' "occupy defensive’

positions.” Possibly with

: Robert W. Mor

Carme!l When the raid uccurred. On

- Fort Bliss, the four éxpressed fears

“sion Gameramen at the scene, Wit- " }sault fole,’ U.S.  Army "
nesses told SOF. % " : ™z " ] markings are to be ob- .
-_* The Army trainers were com- | -scured.”. The FBI pre- &
pelied by their company commander | vented a second assault. "
to write “CYA statements™ in which - This level of military
they were told to falsify their degree  involvement might never
of involvement with the ATF training  have been approved had
.mission. One member, SSgt. Wilson, it not been for ATF’s
bad to produce three versions of his  claims that David Koresh
-statemeat to finally satisfy Maj.  was operating a metham-
Petree, sources said. SOF obtained  phetamine lab. The drug
copies of these statements. issue is important in as- -
» After electing not to use Bradleys  sessing the credibility of g, the rationate that military assets could give &
in the initial assault on Mount Carmel,  the Army and ATF. The boostto law enforcement’s “war” on drugs, training
ATF leaders changed their minds  drug nexus — or, in this and use of mMary equipment by law enforcement —

i __ from National Guard units and local sheritfs to Speclal
afterl §uff;r|;16g30more tha;s iol;% case, the lack of one Forces and federal agents — s common: But there
casualties. At hours on €0- are constitutional, legal and regulstory constraints.
ruary, the Army recorded a request  Continued on page 80  Photo: courtesy Wisconsin National Guard PAO
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S nca.Radmlelememsmthm lheANC,

to the MandelalANC takeover. -y
" The scenario of betrayal moved ..

i fighting UNITA, to possible com-;
"bat against fellow South Africans
“Soldiers, most ¢ of them mstxnctxvely
-_anu-commumst, “are’ bexng duped

ore ‘or less peacefully, this whole
*“"imatter may be irrelevant. "On the ™

,other hand there are obscrvers who
see stormy times ahead for South Af-

- pamaxlarly the youth wxug, are dis
" satisfied with Mandela's relanvely

slow’ approach Continued . ANC':
f the South African _.mains a tinder_ box. If the rate of

- pohuc:zanon o
"police, the building of militias, and

the ‘ongoing influx of weapons into” _

the country make it clear that some- -
one isn't interested in a bloodless’
transition to majority rule.

. Traditionally, communists have

- yreferred to take control violently, to

terrorize and subdue the population
., —and at the highest levels the ANC’s
leadership overlaps greatly with that
of the South African Communist

moothly from axdmg ‘Angola, ’ to

nano pamted here becomcs a lot more
‘scrious ~— ‘and could pave the

WACO

IR APty TR :_r..w-‘
Cwe '\\ . -3 a.l- -~ .

Conﬁnded from p e 61

-t

Tteat

this. ‘As we g0 to press, UNITA is on_
. the topes. Savimbi lost the elections
“and retumed to war: Now it is almost

"~ fighting continues cven ‘after the war
.is effectwely Tost, Execunvc ‘Out-_.."
mes is there to help the Angolan ™
govemmenl consolidate ‘its. control
“over a nation ravaged by almost 20
yéars o of civil war. I3F
. % To the south, even after what ap- -’ aulhonzauon bill that year, "directing
'-peared to be a n:markably smooth . the Pcnlagon to tram and assist_“to
“transition of poWér, South Africa ré” ~Ttie maxxmum extent possible™ ‘all ¢--
;,_vi]m.n. law enforccmcnt agencics cn- .
gaged in drug interdiction. ~ 7Y '
From that authonzauon, sevcral
reglonal military task forces were cre-
ated in the United States. Two of the
most active are JTF-6 pear El Paso,
which has operauonal coatrol for
Texas, New Mexico, "Arizona, Cali-
fornia and Colorado, and JTF-4, head-
quartered in Miami, which covers
states along the Gulf of Mexico and

.gett ( -
volved in “Giviliad _ hw enforccmcnt
in'the_ Umted Smcs. 1n 1989, then<
Sec:etaxy of. Dcfensc ‘Dick Chcncy
designated drugs s ational secu-

:1.

change is too slow for radicals on'the
“ left, or too fast for radicals on the
right ... where will the next contract
be, ‘and what betrayals will move
these warriors like pawns on thc
chcssboard of hxstory" .

An educalor by profess:on, Steve
McNallen is a member of the Califor-

m

ety threat. Congr&p&cdadcfensc o

nia National Guard and has a pro-

southeast Atlantic coast. Each task

clivity for travel in places without
Party. Under | these conditions, the sce- potable water. Kl . force headquarters has 2 regional ci-
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. A 13
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of a much broader.

1 the so-alled war
usedasamseto_ T
oore and more in- - -

1 law enforcement

tes. In 1989, then:.

:nse Dick_ Cheney

s 2 A national secu- |+
sspasscdadefense i

that year, dnreeung

-ain and assist “to "7
at possible all ci- -

ment agencnes en-
rdiction. | ’

iorization,” several
sk forces were cre-
States. Two of the
F-6 near El Paso,
ional control for
0, Arizona, Cali-
3, and JTF-4, head-
ai, which covers
21f of Mexico and
coast. Each task
has a regional ci-
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“ew, no rust! 10 per
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:pphmnons from cwihan drug’ law

% eaforcement agenaes = DLEAs. in

lhe bumucrauc ;argqn - and for~

mu-dmg cntem, ‘it forwards the re-’

.-'.'.-‘— quest to Commander—m-Cl’uet‘ of

“Forces’ Command at Fort McPhexson,

T ‘Georgm, which nsually has finai ap-

pnoval au&honty and assigns military
tramers "from "the appropriate subor-

dinate ‘commands. Trainers “also are”

- drawn from other special opcranons

" outfits, “Such as psychologlcal op-
o eratlons, aerial reconnaissance, en-

gmeenng, intelligence, electronic’
“surveillance units, Navy SEALs or
Marine Corps reconnaxssance bat-
lahons .
" In"addition, each JTF reglonal
headquaners keeps a staff of military
lawyers constantly busy reviewing
" applicable laws, such as the Posse
Comitatus Act, the Economy Act and
the Miljtary Cooperation with Civil-
ian Law Enforcement Officials Act

. Tance, nm by the Depamnent of Ius-.
" tice.” Operation” Alliance ‘processes

“'If JTF decides an Operauon Alh-A
T, ance appllcznon meels the estabhshed .

-through which military mvolvement

may be expanded. RN

--In_the Operational Support Plzn
nmg " Guide for JTF-6, in the ‘edition
* current at the time of the Waco mas- .

" sacre, the introduction states that JTF- .

" legal issues which currently iohibit

“.statement, the JTF-6 plannmg guide
"~“geclares its commitment o a “total
. force dpproach,” adding that “inne- !

 Vitive approaches to provxdmg new.
“and more effective support to [law

- enforcement agencies] are constantly
sought, and legal and policy barriers
0 the apphcauon of military capa-
bilities are gradually being elimi-
nated” (emphasis added).

The drug nexus supposedly re-
quired for mnll(ary assistance has been
subverted in many cases, several
-sources say, so that the Pentagon’s
help is routinely given to civilian law

enforcement operations that have

nothing to do with drugs. “The bot-
tom .line is that Operation Alliance
will lie to the JTF [about a drug

© 6°s legal staff “coatinues to address"-

" our ability to optimize-the applica- -
“tion of DoD capabilities” in civilian ,
*law énforcement.-Under lts concept
'_ - tween scveral Anuy commands zboul

" of 1981, lodking for legal loopholés -=-nexus] in a heartbeat,” one JTF-6 'o'f-;
..-ﬁcer told SOF. “The requesting -

':gency. such as ATF will tell Opera- B

=~ the JTF dom't even care, beéause
= there is lmle or'no oversxght involved.
" There’s_no, mdependen: authority "x

* looking over anyone’s shoulder.” "
;2 The ATF!s ongmal raid plan >
sparked a ‘heated policy debatc be-._f
“toe’ propnety of what the’ ATF pro-
posed to do, and raised suspicions :
-.buat the. ATF's ciaxms about a_ meth >
“lab were not true. Navy’ L:eutenant *
“ Commander W.F. Thomas, who “won >
the Distinguished Service Cross m',?
Victnam, is now on operations_and °
logistics staff for the Defense :
Department’s Special Operations
Command at MacDill Air Force .
Base in Florida. After reviewing the ;
proposed "ATF training mission by
JTIF-6, Thomas added a handwritw °
ten wamning on a cover sheet in which | -
he urged the command’s “resistance] :
to potential ‘cheatmg. which seems{ .
to recur @ JTF-6. ...” vz
Such cheatmg certamly seems to o

THE ANARCHIST
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E2 Competition Flattop Mode!s‘ :
-EZ'Esg‘loSpldl‘{lrlPSCandAcﬂonﬁﬂa -
mm’~"‘ :;A.. i

Flattop upper receiver, alwnmm tubular . v
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N have been the case at Waco. In a meet-
ing on 4-5 February in Houston.Mark
" -Petree, the Green Betet major whose
. ;menwouldtram !hemmthethree

'_ "such & eomplex Gperation — et with
Cho;nackx, Sarabyn and Agm'lcra. The _
';- *mission_connection "to “counter dmg
" fallegations ‘was] Tdentified,” the ° :
-"USASOC chronology states. Just be-
“fore” that meeting broke “up,’ the’
. *"counter-drug nexus [was] reviewed,” -
* it said. *BATF ... agam'v nﬁed [thc]
d:ug relanoushlp ..

The Dmgs Thot Never Were

. T

ickler's order approvmg "Mission
JT 002!5-93 issued 17 Fcbruary, la-
beled it a counter—drug training sup-
port mission” and specified that ATF's
“intelligence indicates an active meth-
amphetamine 1ab and delivenies of the
required chemicals to produce syn-
thetic_methamphetamine.” Another
classified message said the ATF went
so far as to specify to the Army that
the cult lived “in 2 compound consist-
ing of one central, three-story build-
ing and several outlying buildings. One
of the separate buildings [is] suspected
of containing a meth lab.”

_So it scems odd that in Aguilera’s
rambling, disjointed 19-page “kitchea-
 sink” affidavit — a sworn search war-
rant application noteworthy for its
length and overbroad listing of sec-

i~ ond- and third-hand allcgauons, most

.. outside ‘of ATF's jurisdiction — there
was not one single allegation about
illegal drug activity at Mount Carmel.
. Of the approximately 80 bodies
autopsied after the fire of 19 April

=*an’ cxtremely shon lead nme “for

.. 1993, the calamitous climax of the §1- *

day dxsastcr, ‘toxicology reports re-

. j_vealed that no Branch Davidians had
any traces of illegal drugs in their
blood streams. And in almost two
months of testimony in the criminal
trial of 11 Branch Davidians in Janu-
ary-February 1994, federal prosecutors
introduced not one shred of evidence
about illegal drug activity. .

Yet, lacking any hard evidence of
illegal drugs at. Mount Carmel, there
clearly was pressure to approve the
training of the ATF agents by the Green
Berets from Fort Bragg. Much of that
pressure came from the training unit’s
commanding officer, Maj. Petree, and
from the chief legal counsel at JTF-6,
Lieutenant Colonel Carl Raybum, now
retired.
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*{understood the mission, it was ‘not per; <
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. was involved in raid-planning meet-

SOF THREE-GUN
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‘Shnnting Match
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Held in conjunction with the 1995 SOF
CONVENTION & EXPO, the Three-Gun
International Shooting Match is patterned
after military and police courses and is de-
signed to test practical shooting skills with
rifle, pistol and shotgun. Each shooter is
required to engage targets before, during
and after negotiating man-made obstacles
or patural terrain features. Course scenarios
are those that could be encountered during
a confrontation with an armed adversary.
Our objective is to determine the world’s
best three-gun combat shooters and best
four-man combat shooting teams. Individu-
al and team trophies, cash and prizes total
over $60,000.

To be a part of the world’s premier
Three-Gun Match and to receive further
information, please send a business size
self-addressed, stamped envelope to:

Michael Horne ﬁ

408 E. Harding
Bakersfield, CA 93308

suggested that the raid plao was fool-, :

- Koresh. “When_he did so, testimony
.=revcaled, Iobnston told agents at the
. gathering that he would not support
- search warrants if thcy did not choose’

'Aftc tevxcwmg the md tralmng
roposal, the USASOC deputy staff
dge advocate, Ma) Lmdley. said in
is 3 February 1993 memo that he ..
talked with Maj. Petree, the Company -~ =
commander, and advnscdhunthat,as =% F 0 L D | N G"' KAYA K S

missible - In sorie instances, evidence ,":.
-has been suppmssed for this sort of .
actmty —Atthé point where the {train- \
ing team] assisted in the actual plan- 4
ning and rchearsal of the takcdown
paiticipation in the arrest was' active
- This appeared to g bcyond the DoD ;
glidance for these missions. J advised |-p
against the opcmuon and Maj. Petrée [f-
asked for my return [phone] numberi
so the JTF-6 legal advxscr could con- T
tact me e -

cy also made a note on thxs
portion of the five-page memo indi-
cating that he had been told that “no
AUSA [Assistant United States Attor-
ney] is involved in the review of the
proposed operation.” Here again, the
ATF planners had lied to the Army. In
testimony at the Branch Davidian
criminal trial, ATF Special Agent Bill
Buford testified that Assistant United
States Attorney Bill Johnston of Waco

ings as carly as 3 December 1992.
“Buford, 2 decorated combat veteran of
Vietnam, was the only agent involved @
who had experience with a law en-

forcement operation of that scale. He
is the only agent on record as havmg

_bardy ‘and dangerous and should be’ o qummﬂb‘p‘m

- abandoned in favor of a less confron-

. . . TELE CALL FORWARDER. Tarsiens incom
tational means of arresting David s

calls $39.00°

.| CALLER ID. Regmars mcommg numbef
$93.00° -
‘TELREGISTER wnﬂmmnmdsdhted
. | mumber, duration, and prints record. $163.00°.
"] TECREGISTER W/O PRINTER. Records dialed
fumber & time. 16-digit disptay. SSS.N' L
12-HOUR LONG-PLAY RECORDER. Modrﬁed
Panasonic. Records 6 s on each side of 120
tape {supplied). Compatible with vox and Td
Rec Adapter. $119.00° - -
VOX YOICE-ACTIVATED SWITCH. Makcs re-
corder wl-aclwalinq with voices or other
$28.50°*

‘the “dynamic entry ‘option” !hat was
ultimately used.

Further Wornmgs lgnored

lndecd, Pickler’s authorization or- -
der of 17 February highlights the ab-

X sounds.
surd reasoning used by the ATF to | TELe RECORDING ADAPTER. Records
justify its tactical choice: “Extensive incoming and outgoing calts. $28.50° .
B i i indicates the grou TELEPHONE SCRAMBLERS. Over 4,000
BA::\:?F";E:::; witlh lar c-cflribcg separts codes. $193.0
.y . 8 . VOlCEmANGER.Oungswsmb
automatic weapons and is considered lady's and vice versa. $49.00

For Shipping & Mandting add *$3.00 and =~$2.00 per item.
Cola. residents add sales tax. Mad Oroer, VISA M/C, COO's
O.X Inquice for Gedier prices. Free Careog. *

MUCH, MUCH MORE — OUR 25TH YEAR!
TOLL FREE 1-800-926-2488
AM.C. SALES, INC.

193 Vaquero Or., Boulder, CO $0303
Tot: (303) 499-5405, Far: {303) 494-452¢
Mon.-Fn. 8 am.-$ p m. ban Tame?’

willing to use them ... BATF concluded
that a direct assault would be the most
prudent.”

While waiting for the JTF-6 legal
adviser to call him, Lindley’s memo
indicates he briefed the USASOC staff
judge advocate and the chief of staff
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the federal government is out of con-
trol, that government is bad, bad,
bad and you're getting the short end
of the stick.”

Anger all around

The anger among the relatively
few people who are attracted to the
militia movement is not unlike that
of the tens of millions of Americans
whose alienation has not led them to
extreme groups advocating violence.

In & recent survey by the Times
Mirror Center for the People & the
Press, for instance, only 23 percent
of respondents said they were satis-
fied with the state of the nation,
while 60 percent thought America
was losing ground on its most urgent
problems. The overall results
showed a sharp increase in cynicism,
alienation and discontent with the
political system. i

. “First you have this sense of
frustration, which a lot of Americans
have,” said Daniel Junas, a Seattle
researcher who monitors right-wing
groups. “People feel a fundamental
part of the American dream has
heen shattered. and some of those
people go looking for scapegoats.
They're susceptible. They want to
understand why this is happening to
them, and these groups have fabri.
cated their own world view to fit.”

Among the militia members’
complaints: low-paying jobs, compe-
tition from women and minorities for
those jobs, the shipping overseas of
better manufacturing jobs that used
to be available to them, and no say in
the way government spends the too-
high taxes it collects, Organizations
that monitor militias and other ex-
tremist groups say that, historically,
the groups’ gains can be tied to
losses in members’ economic stand-
ing.

“There's been economic disloca-
tion for years, in a sense for 200
years,” said Frank Luntz, who han-
dled polling for Ross Perot, whose
presidential campaign benefited
from the disillusionment with poli-
tics. “What's a little different is that
now there are people who see no so-
lution to a deteriorating quality of
life, and they seek to blame others
rather than deal with it.”

For many militia members, qual.
ity of life is tied directly to their ahil.
ity to support their families. Muny
are white males with no more than
high school educations, a group that
the US Census Bureau says has seen
real wages decline 22 percent or
more in the past two decades.

Many militia members blame the
decline on government policies like
the North American Free Trade

SUPPLEMENT: Monday, May 1, 1995  °

Government
for whom? -
widespread skepticism about
govemment Is expressed in this
1994 Times Mirmor poll.

&4 ™e federal Duﬁ'ge
govemment 0%
contrals 00 T3S TY .
muchofour 5 9%
daily lives.” Dont know

1%

&4 People like

me don't have

any say about > 54%
what the v
govemment

does.” .

&£ voting gives i

people like me

some $3y - 66%
about how

govemment

tuns things.” 2%

&£ ™e government
15 really run for
the benefit of,
alt the people.”

€€ Most elected
officials care
about what
people like me
ik

brmpretty . lvt
well satisfied e

with the way 35% : 64%
things are

rroing for me
tnancially.”

1%

*OURCE Times Mirror Centes for The People
A The Press '

GLOBE STAFF CHART

Agreement and the General Agree-
wnent on Tariffs and Trade, which
they say have cost Americans like
themselves jobs.

Over two decades, employment
in the auto and stee! industries has
declined drastically. During the
1980s, as many as 300,000 farms
fuiled, and the number of farms fell
lelow 2 million for the first time
since before the Civil War, fueling
the anger that the militias feed on in
sates like, Kansas, Michigan and
Montana. Other traditional job op-
portunities were lost when the feder-
al government cut the number of ac:
Uve duty troops to 1.5 million from
2.1 million between 1987 and, 1994.

“America is Jess than 10 minutes
t0 12," aid Edward L. Brown, 8 pest
exterminator, from Plainfield, N.H,,
and a spokesman for the Constitu-
tion Defense Militia. “The economy
{s ready to fold, the dollar is going
down, they signed us up into
NAFTA, they signed the crime bill,
they got GATT. Am I angry? You
bet. I'm getting the short end of the
stick all over the place.”

Dr. Ronald F. Levant, a clinical
psychologist and co-author of “Mas.
culinity Reconstructed”, said: “Many
men are feeling a sénse of threat and
a loss of entitlement, but men at the
margins react with more extreme

forms. Successful guys will call talk

radio, not buy a gun. Hoarding
-weapons is two standard deviations
beyond the mean in terms of anger.”

Beyond economics
Not all of the issues rallying the

anarchist right are economic, howev-

er.

While many militia members
point to personal financial concerns,
all of them say they were most radi-
calized by the passage late in 1993 of

the Brady Bill, which requires wait-
ing periods on gun purchases. They
say they took its passage as infring-
ing on their constitutional rights and
proof that the government is con-
spiring to take away the weapons of
Americans, a precursor to a takeaver
of the citizenry. .

Observers say militias today sue-
cessfully exploit political, social or
economic outrage, as did the Posse
Comitatus, a paramilitary movement
that formed around the farm crisis in
the 1970s and gained a strong foot-
hold in the Midwest. They start with
generally held concerns - putting
groceries on the table, keeping a gun
in the house - and weave elaborate
conspiracy theories that reinforce
their views.

“Jt's .easy to agree there are
problems in government out there,”
said Toole, the Montana human
rights group president. “But what
gets beyond the pale with this stuff
is to grab an AK<47, head for the
hills and wait for Armageddon. And
we've just got to hope that they don't
precipitate it.”

The Boston Globe

April 28, 1995
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Confronting the mistakes
the government made

in Waco

ALAN A. STONE

resident Clinton's strong
Jeadership and eloquence
in the wake of the sense-
less killings in Oklahoma
ii';y should help to hea! the coun-

- e

s wounds. But his answer to
estions about the earlier Waco
tragedy on “60 Minutes” on Sun-
day was misleading,
+ Told that the Michigan Militia

was pointing to Waco as though it
somehow explained Oklahoma
City, Clinton spoke as the true con-
science of America in asserting
that there could be no justification
for the slaughter of innocent peo-
ple in Oklahoma City. Clinton also
spoke for all law-abiding Ameri-
cans in asserting that citizens who

. Have the constitutional right to own

guns have no justification in shoot~
ing law enforcement officers vfho
try to carry out their legal duties.
But in talling sbout what hap-
pened st the Branch Davidian com-
pound, he suggested there were no
Jessons for law enforcement to
Jearn from that tragedy.

% The president, may have been

" so intent on condemning the

slaughter of innocent human be-
ings that be understandably did
not want to dignify the claim of the
Michigan Militia. But if such a
claim coming from them is repre-
hensible, there nonetheless was 8
pertinent lesson to be learned from
Waco.

The healing the country needs
after Oklahoma City might even be
helped by confronting the mistakes
made by federal law enforcement
bgencies at Waco who themselves
lacked the kind of discipline and re-
spect for law the president called

A
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against terrorism. Clinton seemed to argue on *60 - attack because she was concerned tncompetent .
{gr 'ﬁx: ;;:jlyof Alcohol, Tobacco  Minutes” that the ultimate fate of about the impact that the so-called ATF mtdm m&’ iginal
3nd Firearms did more than earry ~ the Branch Davidians weeks later CS gas used in the assault would  or 430 eompound as the ﬁm
out its legal duties. The bureau’s  during the final gas assault of the have on the children. Hapever,the s 09 gas or they bl)c'tcked
{hvestigative report afer Waco in-  FBI was somehow morally justi. -  Justice Departments factualinves- o oo in the po-
dicates that it planned and carried  fied by what bappened to the ATF tigation never directly reveals ate routes, Dmsvid pt to cre-
out an unnecessary and badly  agents whowere killed in the initial what evidence Reno was given to e escape el Koresh ul-
botched surprise assault on the  gurprise assault. change her mind about the danger wﬁm“’-‘y. xdthmchﬂdfenm between
compound. Agents came that first People differ sbout who bears gﬁCS 8”1“:“ infants, who do not tchud\g soe H suffocate or
day to the Branch Davidian com:  responsiblity for those deaths. In ve the lung capacity necessary to ﬂ'!"d "‘; ‘:“‘8 ‘: Mm mass gul-
pgmduumﬂ:wyfome am}ed - my opinion, the ATF officials, who breathe through a gas mask. wue:nedb .ﬂ: e FBI had been
with sutomstic weapons, Wearing  sfter osing the element of surprise Wh.en 1 requested further docu- y its own experts,
bulletproof protective devices and  pryored their sgents to the roof mentation on this matter as a pan- The Justice Department report
fully pre tothshoolt‘. their W8y an orders o blast their way into elist, I was given ambigwous and ir- a_nd ge uw-nzl factual investiga-
{nto bgﬂdinzs. ey ne‘;a;-ﬂ;rle the second floar that housed all of relevant material. 1 was forced to tion .uxthomed have never given
filled with women and child y . No 11 oomen and children, deserve do my own computer search to es- s satisfactory explanation of why
one either befbre, o aeF the st e e O eyonsbllty  tablish that childred who inhale CS . the CS gas attack was necessary or
tack has offered & convincing €x- gas risk fulminating chemical why the FBI pushed an apocalyptic

planation of why this so-called dy-
pamic entry was necessary to carry
out the ATF's legal duties.

A careful reading of the pub-
Yished ATF report indicates that
incompetent ATF officials went far
beyond their legal duties in mount-
ing this botched assault on the
Branch Davidians. They misled the

* Texas National Guard about illegal

drugs at the compound in order to
commandeer helicopters, and they
did many other things that flouted
rules, discipline and common
sense.

Although none of the official
government sccounts confirm their
statements, Branch Davidians who
survived the raid report that the

i ATF fired first and wounded lead-
' er David Koresh, who had come to

the door unarmed. There is some
reason to believe the Branch Davi
dians, Certainly Koresh was shot
through the pelvis and the wrist by
ATF bullets on that first day.

This fs not meant to suggest
that the ATF agents are the evil
conspirators against our constitu-
tional freedoms as portrayed by
the Michigan Militia. But they
were led by incompetent officers;
they were woefully lacking in ap-
propriate experience; and they
were thrown into what they
thought was 8 life-threatening,
firefight situation. :

Most of these assertions can be
documented in the ATF report -
there are’eertainly lessons about
the need for rules and discipline for
all 1aw enforcement, lessons that
our government should not forget.

A lesson to ald in
~ the healing after
Oklahoma City.

slong with the Branch Davidians
who fired back when they might
have surrendered.

But I do’ not believe that the
children bore responsibility for the
death of the ATF agents. That, I
sssume, is why the president also
insisted on “60 Minutes” that the
Branch Davidians killed their own
babies. The fate of those infants
concerns every American who still
worries about what happened 8
Waco. .

-pneumonia and death. Even after

the fact, the FBI and the Justice
Department have never acknowl-

edged the true import of the CS .

dangers,

1 cannot believe that Reno
knowingly consented to 8 plan
which would force the Branch Da-
vidians to choose between watching
their babies die or coming out of
the compound. But it is equally dif-

religious group to such a choice.
The FBI's mistakes at Waco and
those of the Justice Department
were buried fust like the rubble of -
the compound which was bulldozed
into the landscape.

The frightening lesson most
Americans have taken from Olda-
homa City is that we have home-
grown terrorists who are blinded
by hatred and armed to the teeth.
But looking back to Waco there is

ficult to believe that no one in the

,,oi,ﬁda :’;”:ﬁ:’ :e‘;,"; p:{',f,],:g chain of command realized that the  &nother lesson. When government
general to make suggestions for final CS attack was a way of hold- hides its own m;stakf.s, it only
changes in the light of Waco, I inga gun to the childrens’ heads to feeds the bate-flled minds of the
learned that concern about the force the Branch Davidians to sur- distrustful.
children was widespread, reaching ~ render. . -
from the FBI commander on the In any event, the FBI's gas at- Alan A Stome is the Touroff-Glueck
ground all the way to Attorney tack turned into the eame kind of  Professor of law and peychiatry af
General Janet Reno. - o Harard Law School

Reno even postponed the final
The Philadelphia IYnquiver April 28, 1995 Pg. C2

A Navy unit is staying put
to plan ships of the future

y Henry J. Holcomb

INQUIRER STAYF WRITER

lehind 19th century walls at the Philadelphia
Navy Base, 1,600 scientists, engineers and techni-
clans are inventing parts of ships that won't sail
unti} the 21st century.

They are deeply involved in today's ships, too.
¥ur example, they have replicated a ship’s engine
raom and mechanical areas — down 10 the ipstru.
wents on the bridge and in the control room, the
tallings along passageways, and the cramped
wurk spaces. ° ) :

This sophisticated test bed in -
lullding 77-High, which boused di-
rigibles during World War 1 and )
alrplane construction during World
War 1, can simulate any speed and
luad, any afir snd water tempera:

ture, and any ocean-water chemis-

try.

If there's trouble at sea, engineers
and technicians bere can recreate
the condition and put a team to-
gether to correct the prodlem.

This high-skilled work will go o,
and possibly expand, when most of
the historic base closes this fall, tbe result of
Navy budget<cunting. -

It would cost too much to move the work, said
Cept. Harry Rucker, commanding officer of the
Philadelphia Naval Ship Systems Engineering Sta-
tion (NAVSSES).

The foundation piles for the station’s 515,000
square feet of test beds go down to bedrock to
support beavy loads and keep vibration at one
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Reviewer deplores Special Forces

Pensacola News Joumal

T0

. SOCOM-PR

et 2

F. 61

- training of Waco agents

By Kirk Spitzer
Gannwett-News Service
- WASHINGTON — Elite Army
Special Forees soldiers gave fed-
eral law agents military tralning
- and other assistance in the days

-prseedin%?e deadly reld on the
Branch Davidian compound in
Wn'cn, Texs, (n February 1993,
" Sdme eepicr Special Forces
,meubetlopposedpe&:e training
Jmireion, “which was justified by
;alleged drug activity st the com-

pound At leest one independent

nt llogal .. -

“Those were the wrong guys and
this was the wrong way to gbout
it,” said 1. Rod

‘Tressury Depertment to provide
assegsment of the

an in
folled maid. Paschall is & former
commander Army's Delta

AND FEDERAL agents say i
' 'eulnsompointzith :

wes & partl : t

Timothy J. McVexgh. who is

in the April 19 bomblog of

the Alfred P Murrak Federal
Buliding in Oklahoma City. The

tuilding was blown up on the

second anniversary of the Waca

inferno. i

“The Special Forces' participa. '

tlon has received no widespread
public attintion, despite continy.
ing coptroversy over £ e\fVacn raid
and congressional mlsgivinfs
about the role of the military la
-domestic luw enforcement,
‘fhere is Do mention of the train.
fng mission io the text of the
 Treasury_Department’s official
~-225-page Tepart oo the raid and

_only & few passing references in
the repott’s volumingus annexes, ..

in response to an jnquiry fom
Gannett News Servics, an Amay
spokesman said this week that &
10-man team from the elite Spe-
cial Forces —~ commoaly known a8
the Green Berets — gave federal
agents communications and medi.
cal training and provided access to
a shooting rmg at Fort Hood,

_Texas, duri e

ceding the Feb. 28 raid

TEAM provided “generic”

five days pre-

txaininzbutdidnat_;ukeput‘m -

planning -or execuling
t;;okm for the U.S'. Anny Spé-
cial Operations Command, at Fort

~ Bragg, NC

ing. the raid,
Pl L Col.. Ken McGrow, -

Federal liw forbids the military

from enforeing civil law except in
cases ipvolving drugs, nuclear
weapons of technology, and a few
othez special circumstances, '

“Prior to ATF going Into Waen,
same (Special Forcas) guys ware
sent to Fort Hood to provide coms
munications trainisg, m
training and opened & renge whickh

Sec GREEN BERETS, 14A

" FROM 1A

{ATF egenta) used at Fort Hood,"
he said “That was the extent of
their involvement.” :
McGraw said he could not die.
cuse detaile of the mission. Maj.
‘Mask Petree, commander ‘of the
10-men team, also declified to

comment. An ATF spokesman de-

cliped to comment, es did the

White House, .
Howevez, bath Paschall and the
Treasury report indicate the
Green Beret team was mote deeply
involved in planning and prepar-
ing for the raid than McGraw Indi-

———. .

cated. -
Paschall.said the Special Forces

trainers observed and gave dvice

¢o federal agents during detailed

rehearsals for the. raid -at- Fort-
Hoed. - T .

" AN ADDENDUM to the Treasury

seport said the Green Berets

jotntly developed the commiinica-

" team was assi

"tions plan for ﬁe raid with ATF
ts and eassisted in doplicating

e floor plan of the Branch Davi- -

dian compound at the Fort Hood
rchearsal site. _ .

A irecid Operstions officar who
asked not to be'named, said !eﬁ
officers st first tumned down
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HEADLINE: MILITARY ROLE IN WACO RAIDS SHOULD BE LOOKED AT, SENATOR SAYS

BYLINE: @ Gannett News Service

DATELINE: WASHINGTON

BODY: . Lo .
Congress should investigate whether involving elite U.S. Army units and

‘military commanders in the 1993 Waco, Texas, raids violated a federal ban on
military participation in domestic law enforcement, a key senator said Monday.

"That is something that needs to be looked into ... this does underscore the
need for hearings," said Sen. Arlen Specter, R-Pa., chairman of the Senate
Intelligence Committee and Judiciary subcommittee on terrorism.

Specter is a sharp critic of the administration's handling of the Feb. 28 and
April 19, 1993 raids on the Branch Davidian compound near Waco. But he was
rebuffed last week in his bid to have early hearings into the Waco affair.

His remarks came after Gannett News Service revealed over the weekend that a
team of Special Forces soldiers provided law enforcement agents with military
training and other assistance in the days before the Feb. 28 raid, in which four
federal agents were killed. :

After that, Attorney General Janet Reno consulted with the commander of the
Army's Delta Force anti-terrorist unit and a former commander of that unit in
Washington five days before the standoff ended in an assault and fire that
killed 72 Branch Davidians, including 17 children, on April 19.

The Delta Force commanders were asked for advice about hostage-rescue
operations, but did not formulate the FBI's assault plan and did not participate
in the raid, said Col. Bob Pilnacek, spokesman for U.S. Special Operations
Command, in Tampa, Fla.

The 51-day siege has served as a rallying point for right-wing militia
groups, who accuse the federal government of violating civil liberties. And in
the wake of the Oklahoma City bombing on the second anniversary of the Waco
;onflagratiqn, new questions have been raised about the government's handling of

aco.

Many militia members fear that the federal government will use the'military
to crack down on them and their right to bear arms.

There is no evidence any active-duty military personnel participated in the

raid, which was initially mounted by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
and later directed by the FBI.
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Federal law forbids the military from enforcing civil laws or planning civil
jaw-enforcement operations except in cases involving drugs or nuclear weapons

and technology.

The degree of military involvement at Waco remains unclear.

The Delta Force commagdos, based at Fort Braggi N.C., are among the Armyvg
most highly trained soldiers, specializing in anti-terrorist, hostage-rescue and
other specialized missions.

Pilnacek said the commander and former commander of Delta Force were brought
to Washington at the Justice Department's request April 14, 1993. .

"They were not asked to cast judgment on the adequacy of the plan or anything
of that nature," Gen. Carl Stiner, then-commander of the U.S. Special Operations
Command, told Congress on April 21, 1993. .

' But one week later, Reno told the House Judiciary Committee that she and
other law enforcement officials met with the two Delta Force commanders
specifically "to review the plan."

"We asked to meet with military officials, and the general who was the former
commander of Delta Force and the colonel presently commanding the Delta Force
came to Washington and met with us and FBI officials after they reviewed the
plan, and we consulted very carefully about that," Reno told the committee.

"Their comments were instructive. While indicating that the plan appeared to
be sound, one suggestion was that rather than an incremental approach ... as
proposed by the FBI, (CS) gas should be inserted into all portions of the
compound simultaneously," Reno told the committee.

Republican congressional leaders, reacting to the April 19, 1995, Oklahoma
* City bombing, have promised to hold hearings on the government tactics that led
to civilian deaths at the Branch Davidian compound.

Justice Department spokesman Carl Stern said Monday that the military
involvement did not violate the Posse Comitatus Act, which prohibits using the
military to enforce civil laws.

"You take your experts where you find them," said Stern. "It is not uncommon
to consult the military. It is not at all unusual, and certainly not improper,
to get the advice of the military in such cases."

Stern noted that the attorney general also consulted with a civilian expert
on the use of CS gas, Dr. Harry Salem of Fort Detrick. '

"What the law talks about is employing them (military forces) in an
operational role. She became convinced she couldn't. The record shows she was
adhering to the restrictions of Posse Comitatus.”

--- (GNS correspondent John Hanchette contributed to this report.)

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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JEADLINE: ARMY SPECIAL FORCES TRAINED WACO AGENTS

‘ \
3YLINE: “ Gannett News Service

DATELINE: WASHINGTON

BODY: ’ . .
Elite Army Special Forces soldiers gave federal law agents military training

.and other assistance in the days preceding the deadly raid on the Branch
Davidian compound in Waco, Texas, in February 1993.

Some senior Special Forces members opposed the training mission, which was
justified by alleged drug activity at the compound. At least one independent
reviewer said this week that the military assistance was inappropriate - if not
illegal. »

"These were the wrong guys and this was the wrong way to go about it," said
retired Army Col. Rod Paschall, who was hired by the Treasury Department to
provide an independent assessment of the failed raid. Paschall is a former
commander of the Army's Delta Force commando unit and a veteran of Army special
operations. . .

The raid and subsequent siege, in which at least 72 Branch Davidians,
including 17 children, eventually died in an inferno, has served as a rallying
point for right wing militia groups, who accuse the federal government of
violating civil liberties. :

And federal agents say it was a particular sore point with Timothy J.
McVeigh, who is charged in the April 19 bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah. Federal
Building in Oklahoma City. The building was blown up on the second anniversary
of the Waco inferno.

The Special Forces' participation has received no widespread public
attention, despite continuing controversy over the Waco raid and congressional
misgivings about the role of the military in domestic law enforcement.

‘There is no mention of the training mission in the text of the Treasury
Department's official 225-page report on the raid and only a few passing
references in the report's voluminous annexes.

In response to an inquiry from Gannett News Service, an Army spokesman said
this week that a 10-man team from the elite Special Forces - commonly known as
the Green Berets - gave federal agents communications and medical training and
provided access to a shooting range at Fort Hood, Texas, during the five days
preceding the Feb. 28 raid. .

The team provided "generic" training but did not take part in planning or
executing the raid, said Lt. Col. Ken McGraw, spokesman for the U.S. Army
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- 3Special Operations Command, at Fort Bragg, N.C.
sederal law forbids the military from enforcing civil law except in cases
involving drugs, nuclear weapons or technology, and a few other special
.aircumstances. _

nprior to ATF going into Waco, some (Spec@al Forces) guys were sent to Fort
Hood to provide communications training, med%cal training and opened a range
«#hich (ATF agents) used at Fort Hood," he said. "That was the extent of their

involvement."

McGraw said he could not discuss details of the mission. Maj. Mark Petree,
commander of the 10-man team, also declined to comment. An ATF spokesman .
declined to comment, as did the White House.

‘Howevey, both Paschall and the Treasury report indicate the Green Beret team
was more deeply involved in planning and preparing for the raid than McGraw
indicated.

Paschall said the Special Forces trainers observed and gave advice to federal
agents during detailed rehearsals for the raid at Fort Hood. )

An addendum to the Treasury report said the Green Berets jointly developed
the communications plan for the raid with ATF agents and assisted in duplicating
the floor plan of the Branch Davidian compound at the Fort Hood rehearsal site.

A Special Operations officer who asked not to be named, said legal officers
at first turned down the ATF's request for assistance. Participation was
approved only after unproven allegations of drug violations were made. .

"They wanted no part of it. Thel(legal affairs) guy said, 'Hey, we can't do
this.' And they (ATF agents) said, 'OK, here's how we can get this done,"' the
officer said. "They just invented a methamphetamine plant that didn't exist."”

McGraw said the Special Forces team was assigned to Joint Task Force-6, a
military counter-narcotics unit based at Fort Bliss, Texas. He said the team was
directed to assist ATF agents at Fort Hood, near Waco, after ATF officials
alleged that a methamphetamine plant was located at the Branch Dividian
compound.

McGraw said he did not know whether there was any initial resistance to the
training mission and said legal officers were not available for comment.

The Treasury Department investigation reported no evidence of a drug plant or
drug use at the compound. An ATF spokesman said this week that no bureau
officials were available to discuss military role in the preparations.

Paschall said ATF violated procedures by'seéuring military assistance for the
raid through the drug task force, rather than through law enforcement liaison
offices in the Pentagon.

Paschall said the Green Berets, who do not specialize in combat assault
operations, were the wrong choice to assist in the mission, and that it may have
been inappropriate for any military unit to be involved in the raid
Preparations.
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. nI'm not certain it was (illegal)," Paschall said. "But there's a right way
to do it: You go to the top, through the proper legal authority, you get the
right people to do the job. And those folks down in (Waco) didn't do it that
way." : : - '

There is no indication the Special’Forces soldiers took a direct role in the
raid. .

But Laura Murphy-Lee, legislative affairs director for the American civil
Liberties Union, said the military participation could present a bad precedent.

eThey are not trained to deal with domestic policy issues - things like-
searches and seizures, Miranda warnings," she said. "They are not trained in
national or local laws. . ; .

~ "If there was a misrepresentation of the use of military personnel in a civil
incident, it's a very serious allegation that needs further investigation."

Republican congressional leaders, reacting to the April 19th Oklahoma City
federal building bombing, have promised to hold hearings on the government
tactics that led to civilian deaths at the Branch Davidian compound. Private
militias and other citizen groups have expressed fears the federal government
will use the military to trigger future Wacos.

The Special Forces are among the most highly trained soldiers in the world.
Each 10- to 12-man team consists of specialists in weapons, explosives,
intelligence, communications, medical care, foreign languages, civil affairs and
other military specialties. They are trained to operate behind enemy lines and
to train foreign militaries. ’

(Gannett News Service Correspondent John Hanchette contributed to this report.)
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HEADLINE: USE OF TEAR GAS IN WACO RAID UNDER SCRUTINY;
SIEGE: EXPERTS RAISE SAFETY QUESTIONS. RENO SAYS SHE WAS ASSURED SUBSTANCE WOULD

NOT HARM CHILDREN.
BYLINE: By GLENN F. BUNTING, TIMES STAFF WRITER

DATELINE: WASHINGTON

BODY:
Since a government raid near Waco, Tex., turned into a fiery disaster two

years ago, Atty. Gen. Janet Reno has steadfastly defended her decision to storm
the besieged compound of the Branch Davidian religious sect and cited a need to
rescue the 24 children inside from unsafe and worsening conditions.

+ But as the episode becomes the focus of renewed attention in the nation's
capital and beyond, fresh questions are centering on certain tactics used by
federal agents -- specifically the firing of hundreds of rounds of a
military-style tear gas into the camp -- that may themselves have endangered the

children.

At 6:02 a.m. on April 19, 1993, following a 51-day standoff, FBI agents in
military tanks advanced from siege lines around the Branch Davidian compound and
fired volleys of CS gas inside the buildings to immobilize the heavily armed

occupants.

The wooden structures were £il1led with the gas over the next six hours before
the building erupted into flames, leaving more than 80 people dead, including
all of the children. Before giving the order to advance, Reno said, she was .
assured by military experts that CS gas would cause no gerious harm or permanent

damage to the children of the besieged cult members.

However, it is now clear that medical literature and manufacturers' warnings
available at the time dispute that conclusion.

cs gas is potentially so hazardous when applied in confined spaces that
California prison guards are cautioned against using it in the cells of unruly
inmates. A Shérman Oaks company suspended sales of CS to the Israeli government
in 1988 at the same time Amnesty International linked the gas to the deaths of
palestinians in homes and other buildings in the occupied territories.

'Although adults can withstand CS exposure by wearing gas masks, and the
Branch Davidian compound was well stocked with military equipment, no masks were

available to properly f£it children.

"All of those young children who breathed that gas for hours and didn't'have
masks would have been in intensive-care if they had survived," said Dr. Alan

‘l
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A. Stone, a Harvard University professor of law and psychiatry who was chosen by
' the Justice Department to review its performance at Waco and only recently began
to speak out. "This seems so clear and apparent that it's hard for me to imagine
how the attorney general, who I have great respect for, could have OKd this."

The official cause of death for the children, whose bodies were badly burned
in the blaze, could not be determined. Smoke inhalation was a leading
possibility. However, autopsy records also show that some of the victim's bodies
contained cyanide, a chemical emitted when CS gas -- and other substances such
as plastic -- are heated in a fire. Many of the toddlers and infants may have
been overcome by the gas before they died, some experts believe.

In contrast, a government specialist in riot-control agents who requested
anonymity said scientific studies indicate that it would be "almost virtually
impossible" for large quantities of CS to gseverely injure any of the Davidians,
including the 17 children under age 10. And Justice Department officials say
they doubt that many, if any, Davidians breathed significant amounts of CS
because of strong winds that whipped through large holes knocked in the building
by tank-mounted battering rams to insert the gas.

*

Controversy surrounding the Branch Davidian incident has been fanned by the
Oklahoma City bombing on April 19, the second anniversary of the Waco blaze. The
leading suspect in the fatal attack on the federal building, Timothy J. McVeigh,
reportedly considered the Waco siege an example of government's intention to
crush individual. liberties, particularly the right to bear arms.

He is not alone. Some conservatives and civil libertarians question whether
the full story of the government's actions at Waco has come to light. At least
two congressional committees plan to hold hearings into the Branch Davidian

incident this summer.,

Officials at the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, which conducted the
initial raid at Waco to serve search warrants related to weapons violations,
maintain they have learned painful lessons from their mistakes and adopted '
changes to ensure they are not repeated. : '

put the Justice Department has denied being at fault, instead blaming the
loss of life solely on Branch Davidian leader David Koresh, who was suspected of

stockpiling illegal weapons.

vThere is much to be angry about when we talk about Waco, and the
government 's conduct is not the reason," Reno told a gathering of federal law
enforcement officers this month. vpDavid Koresh is the reason.'

Henry Ruth, a former federal prosecutor who served on the independent board
that reviewed the ATF's actions, said he found the Justice Department's review

of Waco full of glowing appraisals.

»That is appalling to me when children die in a fire and there is a precedent
for it," said Ruth, citing the five children who burned to death in 1985 when
authorities dropped a bomb on the MOVE community building in West Philadelphia.
*When they don't learn their lessons, are children going to die the next time?"
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‘ cThe FBI was called in on Feb. 28, 1993, to resolve an exceedingly difficult
 gituation at the Branch Davidians' compound after the ATF raid there went awry.
As ATF agents stormed the compound, armed cult members opened fire, killing four
officers and five Branch Davidian members. After negotiating a cease-fire with
Koresh, the FBI decided that its principal goal was gaining the release of the
children inside, according to the Justice Department review of the incident.

Koresh sent out 21 children and 14 adults through March 23. But the releases
stopped, and he showed no willingness to surrender.

*

aAs weeks passed, the uncertainty about the outcome began to mount. The FBI's
longest previous standoff had lasted four days. When the Waco encounter entered
its second month, the situation became more "dangerous" because of the
difficulty in maintaining security around such a large area and because the
¥BI's hostage rescue team was exhausted and in need of retraining, Reno said.

The FBI had no backup unit.

on the 22nd day, FBI officials recommended using tear 'gas to clear the -
compound. Three weeks later, on April 12, the attorney general was briefed on

the FBI's proposal to use CS gas.

, In meetings with military experts, Reno was reassured that the plan to drive
out the Branch Davidians with gradual applications of CS gas was safe. They
referred to cases of children who had completely recovered within hours of being

exposed to CS with no long-term effects. -

other issue at Waco, said Justice Department spokesman Carl Stern.
she consulted was Harry Salem, a toxicologist at the Army's Chemical and

Biological Defense Command.

Reno spent more time weighing the merits of the gassing strategy than any
g those

Reno was advised that although no laboratory tests measuring the effects of
€S gas on children had been performed, "anecdotal evidence was convincing" that
there would be no permanent injury, according to the Justice Department report.
"The military personnel made Reno feel more confident with the concept of tear
gas, as opposed to the original concept in her mind of ‘'‘gassing,' " the report
said. ’ T

calem declined to be interviewed. In written responses to questions submitted
by The Times, Salem wrote that CS can be used indoors as long as safety ratios
_are not exceeded. Achieving lethal concentrations of CS, Salem wrote, would be

rextremely difficult."

After the Waco standoff's fiery end, Stone, one of the experts retained by
the Justice Department to examine what happened, specifically requested the
briefing materials Salem provided to Reno. Stone said he was furnished a copy of
_a 1971 report by the British government that advocated CS as a crowd-control

agent in open-air settings.

nThere was nothing the attorney general was given in her material and nothing
I was ever given which addressed the problem of CS gas in a closed space," Stone

said.
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. Stone issued a scathing 33-page report in November, 1993, which the Justice
* Department declined to make available, that criticized the decision to deploy

CcS gas. In the Justice Department report, Stone wrote, there is no mention
‘during Reno's deliberations that young children do not have the lung capacity to

use gas masks.

w1 find it hard to accept a deliberate plan to insert CS gas . . . in a
building with so many children," Stone wrote. "It certainly makes it more
difficult to believe that the health and safety of the children was our primary '

concern."

Reno has discounted Stone's criticism, saying he lacks expertise in the field
of toxicology. . , _

The danger of applying CS in enclosed spaces is spelled out in an array of
medical literature and manufacturers' reports, including the Army's guidelines
on civil disturbances. Army Field Manual FM 19-15, published in 1985, warns that
Ccs "is not to be used in buildings, near hospitals or in areas where lingering
contamination could cause problems.®

Kelly Donahue, spokeswoman for Federal Laboratories Inc., whiéh produces CS
gas, said the chemical is designed for use in a large, open area. "If you were
to shoot too much in a building or enclosed area, You could suffocate

individuals."

*

CS takes its name from two scientists, B.B. Corson and R.W. Stoughton, who
invented it in 1928. The chemical, ortho-chlorobenzal malononitrile, is
considered a "super tear gas" because it works instantly, causing burning eyes,
coughing, breathing difficulty, stinging skin and vomiting. Though it is
commonly referred to as a tear gas, CS is actually a white crystal that looks
like talcum powder. In 1959, the Army adopted CS as its standard riot-control
agent, and the chemical was used extensively in the Vietnam War,

. The widespread use of CS by South Korea on hundreds of thousands of civilians -
in 1987 was researched by the Physicians for Human Rights group. After
discovering that civilians suffered serious acute illnesses, sometimes with
permanent injury, the group called for banning the use of CS on humans.

nExposure to high concentrations of tear gas in small, enclosed spaces for 10
minutes is potentially lethal, particularly to infants and children., . . ," the
organization concluded.

High levels of CS exposure have led to heart failure and death in adults,
according to a 1989 report in the Journal of the American Medical Assn. The
principal author of the study, Dr. Howard Hu of Harvard University Medical
School, said he would have strongly recommended against firing CS into the
Branch Davidian compound if there was any chance the occupants would remain

inside.

*

In the days leading up to the assault, FBI officials told the attorney
general they planned to introduce the CS gradually over two or three days.
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They hoped to force the Davidians out the front door by using gas at opposite
.. ends of the compound. R

' But the tear-gas raid on April 19 was anything but gradual.

within minutes of the initial delivery of two bottles of CS, the Davidians
fired automatic weapons at the military armored vehicle, according to the
Justice Department report. Two M-60 tanks and four Bradley fighting vehicles
responded by launching an all-out assault on all areas of the building. Under
the plan approved by Reno, the FBI was authorized to escalate the gassing
operation if the tanks encountered resistance.

- By 6:31 a.m., half an hour after the mission began, the entire building had
been filled with CS. The rest of the morning, the FBI continued to deliver gas

volleys through all openings of the residential structure to increase the
pressure on the occupants.

The attack was so rapid that the tanks quickly exhausted the supply of
tear-gas canisters that was to last for several days. At 7:45 a.m., senior FBI
officials requested additional rounds of CS from field offices around the
country. By the time the final gas volleys were fired at 11:40 a.m., the Bradley
tanks had fired at least 300 rounds at the building and the M-60 combat vehicles

had made six gas injections.
*

Clive Doyle was inside the chapel when an M-60 tank burst through the front
door spraying CS and as additional so-called ferret rounds from the Bradley
vehicles landed through the windows. While most Davidians in the chapel had gas
masks, Doyle said, they only worked for about half an hour before the filters
started to fail. He said there were screams as the gas burned the skin of some

people and left others gasping.

sThe ferret rounds were almost like rockets," said Doyle, 54, who lived at
the compound off and on for nearly three decades and was acquitted of all
charges at the Branch pDavidian trial last year. ‘

"They crashed through windows, came whistling past your head and embedded
themselves in the wall," he said. "You could hear them hissing once they broke
open. We were praying to God that somehow we would be delivered." ‘ . '

Doyle said there was "no doubt" the gas poured into an abovegroﬁnd concrete
bunker where the women and children had retreated. The 20-by-21-foot bunker,
which had been used as a locked vault and food cooler, was waist-deep in stored

ammunition.

*The children had no protectich from (the gas) being sprayed because there
were no windows or major holes," Doyle said. "I can imagine it was agonizing for
them without gas masks and being in a cul-de-sac part of the building with no

wind.“

FBI officials offered a contrasting view. They say that any suggestion that
€S could have worked its way through rooms into the bunker is highly improbable.
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+* wWThey prokably would not have had to don gas masks or. shed one tear from the
.. ¢S that would have entered that bunker,” said the government specialist on tear

gas.

The charred remains of children, including at least 10 who were younger than
3, were found in the bunker along with 13 women, seven men and a fetus. '
Coroner's investigators determined that mothers put wet blankets around the
children and held them in their arms before they died,

Given the large quantities of CS pumped into the building, ‘it would have been
very difficult for children to have walked out to safety, as envisioned by the

FBI plan, some experts say.
nThe kids would never have made it," said George F. Uhlig, a retired Air

Force lieutenant colonel and professor of chemistry at the College of Eastern
vUtah who has researched the use of CS at Waco. "Eventually you pump in enough

gas and you exclude breathing."

An arson investigation team compiled by the Texas State Rangers found that
the ensuing fire that engulfed the compound was deliberately set by one or more
people inside the building. The team concluded that the fire was not caused or
spread by any chemicals used in the gassing operation.

It is unclear how many Davidians inhaled the CS gas, according to the Justice
Department report. The passage of at least an hour between the last gas attacks
and the end of the fire would have allowed evidence of the gas to dissipate in

the bodies.

w1t is impossible to predict what role CS played in this case,’ said Dr.
Nizam Peerwani, chief medical examiner of Tarrant County, Tex., whose office

performed the toxicological tests on the bodies.

While the criticism has mounted, the Justice Department has held firm that
the use of the CS was appropriate. Within the past two weeks, Reno went back to
Salem to ask him about the safety of CS gas, according to Justice Department

spokesman Stern.

' ‘mHe hasn't changed his thinking at all," Stern said.

Times staff writer Ronald J. Ostrow contributed to this story.
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WASHINGTON Federal agents began planning a massive, military-style assault on
the Branch Davidian compound in Waco, Texas, more than a month before the
initial, ill-fated raid took place in February, 1993, government documents show.
—

U.S. Army Special Forces were asked to help plan the operation and provide
combat training, but resisted because of potential violations of federal law,
according to military and law enforcement documents obtained by Gannett News
Service through the Freedom of Information Act. '

—

Military officials also expressed doubts about an alleged drug connection

that provided the legal basis for furnishing military assistance.

That Feb. 28 raid triggered a deadly chain of events. Four Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco and Firearms agents were killed in it. Two months later, at least 72
Branch Davidians, including 17 children, died in the final raid.

The incident has served as a rallying point for gun advocates and militia
groups, who accuse the federal government of abusing authority and violating
civil rights.

Federal agents say the Waco disaster was a particular sore point with Timothy
J. McVeigh, who is charged in the April 19 bombing of the federal office
building in Oklahoma City. The building was blown up on the second anniversary
of the end of the 51-day seige.

According to the heavily censored documents, ATF requested training,
equipment and other assistance from a military counternarcotics task force based
at Fort Bliss, Texas, in early January, 1993.

According to the May 15 memo, the ATF told the military that military
assistance was needed to help serve a federal search warrant involving "a

dangerous extremist organization believed to be producing methamphetamine.”

(////’;;;\commander of a 10-man Army special forces unit assigned to Joint Task
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Force-Six, at Fort Bliss, objected to the plan because of potential violations
of the Posse Comitatus Act, which forbids direct involvement by the military in

civil law enforcement.
Military commanders eventually agreed to a reduced request to provide
communications and medical evacuation training and access to a shooting range at

Fort Hood.
WELF28key
$ TEMPS$ PAPER:CHICAGO SUN-TIMES

'WASHINGTON The Senate Finance Committee passed legislation Friday that would
end the six-decade federal guarantee of support to every destitute American
woman with children by transferring vast authority over the welfare system to

states.

Only one Democrat, Sen. Max Baucus (D-Mont.), joined Republicans in the 12-8
vote, which set the stage for a floor debate next month on what is likely to be
one of the most important decisions of the current Congress. The plan, although
expected to pass largely intact, is sure to face attacks from both conservatives
and liberals.

The bill, like a similar measure passed earlier in the House, would change
the $ 17 billion Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC), the main cash
welfare program for children, from a federal program to a state-designed and run
program funded with lump-sum grants from the federal government, which might not
cover all eligible families. Both measures set a five-year lifetime limit for
receiving welfare.

"Children will be better served and welfare will be better run if the system
is turned over to the state," said Sen. Bob Packwood (R-Ore.), committee

chairmanand chief author of the Senate plan. "The argument that we are
abandoning our responsibilities does not wash."

Democrats criticized Republicans for removing the safety net from poor
children that has been there since the New Deal.

Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole assured lawmakers that if the measure did
have a negative impact, "we'll be back here in a year or two doing the opposite
of what we're doing today." )
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Federal agents began planning a massive, military-style assault on the Branch
Davidian compound in Waco, Texas, more than a mcnth before the initial,
ill-fated raid in February 1993, government documents show.

U.S. Army Special Forces were asked to help plan the operation and provide
combat training, but resisted because of potential violations of federal law,
according to military and law enforcement documents Gannett News Service
obtained this week through the Freedom of Information Act.

Military officials also expressed doubts about an alleged drug connection
that provided the legal basis for furnishing military assistance.

That Feb. 28 raid triggered a deadly chain of events. Four Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco and Firearms agents were killed in it. Two months later, at least 72
Branch Davidians, including 17 children, died during the final raid.

The incident has served as a rallying point f£or gun advocates and militia
groups, who accuse the federal government of abusing authority and violating
civil rights.

Federal agents say the Waco disaster was a particular sore point with Timothy
J. McVeigh, who is charged in the April 19 bombing of the federal office
building in Oklahoma City. The building was blown up on the second anniversary
of the end of the 51-day siege.

According to the heavily censored documents, ATF requested training,
equipment and other assistance from a military counternarcotics task force based
at Fort Bliss, Texas, in early January 1993.

The ATF asked for close-quarters combat and special operations training,
medical evacuation assistance and assistance in planning the operation,
according to a May 15 after-action review prepared by the U.S. Spec1a1
Operations Command in Tampa, Fla.

The ATF also requested up to eight Bradley armored fighting vehicles, access
to a military urban combat training facility and shooting ranges, trucks, tents,
sleeping bags, smoke generators, gas masks, sand bags, light sets, heaters, 4
field telephones, field rations and barracks space at Fort Hood, near Waco, for
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97 federal agents.

The Army's FM 100-5 field manual defines "close" combat operations as "when
soldiers close with and destroy the enemy." :

According to the May 15 memo, the ATF told the military that military
assistance was needed to help serve a federal search warrant involving "a
dangerous extremist organization believed to be producing methamphetamine."

A Feb. 3 Special Forces written order noted that ATF intelligence indicated
the Branch Davidians were "heavily armed with large caliber automatic weapons
and are considered willing to use them." -

Th (Be commander of a 10-man Army special forces unit assigned to Joint Task
Force-Six, at Fort Bliss, objected to the plan because of potential violations
of the Posse Comitatus Act, which forbids the military from becoming directly
involvement in civil law enforcement.

"The (Special Forces) commander raised this issue to JTF-6. When told that he
should continue to plan the op, he called (Special Forces) command, " at Fort
Bragg, N.C., for further guidance, according to a hand-written memo prepared by
the Special Forces' legal affairs office. The unit commander, Maj. Mark Petree,
declined to comment when contacted Friday.

Special Forces commanders at Fort Bragg rejected the initial ATF request.

According to the memo, dated March 5, 1993, Special Forces legal officers
concluded "that there was a potential violation of the Posse Comitatus Act based
on the way JTF-6 was planning (the) mission ... a major legal problem was
developing with (the) JTF-6 mission.”

Military commanders eventually agreed to a reduced request to provide
communications and medical evacuation training and access to a shooting range at
Fort Hood. Nonetheless, they gave explicit orders for the training team, known
as a Rapid Support Unit (RSU), to avoid planning, taking part in or providing
assistance directly related to the raid.

"RSU will not provide mission specific advice ... RSU teams will not
accompany BATF teams on either the operation nor any site visit within the area
of operation," commanders instructed in a Feb. 17, 1993, operation order.

The request for Bradleys and other equipment was filled by the Texas National
Guard.

The previously classified documents were released this week only after a
Freedom of Information request. Neither military nor ATF officials could be
reached for comment Friday.

The Special Forces' role has received little public attention, despite
continuing controversy over the Waco raid and congressional misgivings about the

role of the military in domestic law enforcement.

There is no mention of the training mission in the texts of either the
Treasury or Justice departments' official reports on the raid, and only a few
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passing references in the reports' voluminous appendixes.
Nor was there any mention of a drug connection to the case. The federal
warrants served on the‘compound involved illegal weapons and explosives.

The Special Forces documents released this week contain a reference to the
"possibility that (the) drug connection was overstated to secure cost-free
training and assistance," but provide no other details. Military assistance in
nondrug cases must be reimbursed by law enforcement agencies.

Joint Task Force-Six was established in 1989 to provide civilian law
enforcement agencies with training and assistance in drug cases.

One independent reviewer said the Special Forces assistance in the Waco case
was inappropriate, if not illegal. N

"These were the wrong guys and this was the wrong way to go about it," said
retired Army Col. Rod Paschall, who was hired by the Treasury Department to
provide an independent assessment of the failed raid. Paschall is a former
commander of the Army's Delta Force commando unit.
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Congress should investigate whether involving elite U.S. Army units and
military commanders in the 1993 Waco, Texas, raids violated a federal ban on
military participation in domestic law enforcement, a key senator said Monday.

"That is something that needs to be looked into ... this does underscore the
need for hearings," said Sen. Arlen Specter, R-Pa., chairman of the Senate
Intelligence Committee and Judfciary subcommittee on terrorism.

Specter is a sharp critic of the administration's handling of the Feb. 28 and
“April 19, 1993 raids on the Branch Davidian compound near Waco. But he was
rebuffed last week in his bid to have early hearings inte the Waco affair.

His remarks came after Gannett News Service revealed over the weekend that a
team of Special ‘Forces soldiers provided law enforcement agents with military
training and other assistance in the days before the Feb. 28 raid, in which four
federal agents were killed.

After that, Attorney General Janet Reno consulted with the commander of the
Army's Delta Force anti-terrorist unit and a former commander of that unit in
Washington five days before the standoff ended in an assault and fire that
killed 72 Branch Davidians, including 17 children, on April 19.

The Delta Force commanders were asked for advice about hostage-rescue
operations, but did not formulate the FBI's assault plan and did not participate
in the raid, said Col. Bob Pilnacek, spokesman for U.S. Special Operations
Command, in Tampa, Fla.

The 51-day siege has served as a rallying point for right-wing militia
groups, who accuse the federal government of violating civil liberties. And in
the wake of the Oklahoma City bombing on the second anniversary of the Waco
conflagration, new questions have been raised about the government's handling of
Waco.

Many militia members fear that the federal government will use the military
to crack down on them and their right to bear arms.

There is no evidence any active-duty military personnel participated in the
raid, which was initially mounted by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
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and later directed by the FBI.
Federal law forbids the military from enforcing civil laws or planning civil
law-enforcement operations except in cases involving drugs or nuclear weapons

-and technology.

The degree of military involvement at Waco remains unclear.

The Delta Force commandos, based at Fort Bragg, N.C., are among the Army's
most highly trained soldiers, specializing in anti-terrorist, hostage-rescue and
other specialized missions.

Pilnacek said the commander and former commander of Delta Force were brought
to Washington at the Justice Department's request April 14, 1993.

"They were not asked to cast judgment on the adequacy of the plan or anything
of that nature," Gen. Carl Stiner, then-commander of the U.S. Special Operations
Command, told Congress on April 21, 1993.

But one week later, Reno told the House Judiciary Committee that she and
other law enforcement officials met with the two Delta Force commanders
specifically "to review the plan.”

nWe asked to meet with military officials, and the general who was the former
commander of Delta Force and the colonel presently commanding the Delta Force
came to Washington and met with us and FBI officials after they reviewed the
plan, and we consulted very carefully about that," Reno told the committee.

"Their comments were instructive. While indicating that the plan appeared to
be sound, one suggestion was that rather than an incremental approach ... as
proposed by the FBI, (CS) gas should be inserted into all portions of the
compound simultaneously," Reno told the committee.

Republican congressional leaders, reacting to the April 19, 1995, Oklahoma
City bombing, have promised to hold hearings on the government tactics that led
to civilian deaths at the Branch Davidian compound.

Justice Department spokesman Carl Stern said Monday that the military
involvement did not violate the Posse Comitatus Act, which prohibits using the
military to enforce civil laws.

"You take your experts where you find them," said Stern. "It is not uncommon
to consult the military. It is not at all unusual, and certainly not improper,

to get the advice of the military in such cases.”

Stern noted that the attorney general also consulted with a civilian expert

on the use of CS gas, Dr. Harry Salem of Fort Detrick.

nwhat the law talks about is employing them (military forces) in an
operational role. She became convinced she couldn't. The record shows she was
adhering to the restrictions of Posse Comitatus.”

--- (GNS correspondent John Hanchette contributed to this report.)

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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The team provided "generic" ‘training but did not take part in planning or
executing the raid, said Lt. Col. Ken McGraw, spokesman for the U.S. Army
Special Operations Command, at Fort Bragg, N.C.

Federal law forbids the military from enforcing civil law except in cases
involving drugs, nuclear weapons or technology, and a few other special
circumstances.

"prior to ATF going into Waco, some (Special Forces) guys were sent to Fort
Hood to provide communications training, medical training and opened a range
which (ATF agents) used at Fort Hood," he said. "That was the extent of their
involvement."

McGraw said he could not discuss details of the mission. Maj. Mark Petree,
commander of the 10-man team, also declined to comment. An ATF spokesman
declined to comment, as did the White House.

However, both Paschall and the Treasury report indicate the Green Beret team
was more deeply involved in planning and preparing for the raid than McGraw
indicated. ‘

Paschall said the Special Forces trainers observed and gave advice to federal
agents during detailed rehearsals for the raid at Fort Hood.

An addendum to the Treasury report said the Green Berets jointly developed
the communications plan for the raid with ATF agents and assisted in duplicating
the floor plan of the Branch Davidian compound at the Fort Hood rehearsal site.

A Special Operations officer who asked not to be named, said legal officers
at first turned down the ATF's request for assistance. Participation was
approved only after unproven allegations of drug violations were made.

"They wanted no part of it. The (legal affairs) guy said, 'Hey, we can't do
this.' And they (ATF agents) said, 'OK, here's how we can get this done,"' the
officer said. "They just invented a methamphetamine plant that didn't exist."

McGraw said the Special Forces team was assigned to Joint Task Force-6, a
military counter-narcotics unit based at Fort Bliss, Texas. He said the team was
directed to assist ATF agents at Fort Hood, near Waco, after ATF officials
alleged that a methamphetamine plant was located at the Branch Dividian
compound.

McGraw said he did not know whether there was any initial resistance to the
training mission and said legal officers were not available for comment.

The Treasury Department investigation reported no evidence of a drug plant or
drug use at the compound. An ATF spokesman said this week that no bureau
officials were available to discuss military role in the preparations.

Paschall said ATF violated procedures by securing military assistance for the
raid through the drug task force, rather than through law enforcement liaison
offices in the Pentagon.

Paschall said the Green Berets, who do not specialize in combat assault
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operations, were the wrong choice to assist in the mission, and that it may have
been inappropriate for any military unit to be involved in the raid
preparations. '

"I'm not certain it was (illegal)," Paschall said. "But there's a right way
to do it: You go to the top, through the proper legal authority, you get the
right people to do the job. And those folks down in (Waco) didn't do it that
way." .

There is no indication the Special Forces soldiers took a direct role in the
raid. '

But Laura Murphy-Lee, legislative affairs director for the American Civil
Liberties Union, said the military participation could present a bad precedent.

‘"They are not trained to deal with domestic policy issues - things like
searches and seizures, Miranda warnings," she said. "They are not trained in
national or local laws.

"If there was a misrepresentation of the use of military personnel in.a civil
incident, it's a very serious allegation that needs further investigation."

Republican congressional leaders, reacting to the April 19th Oklahoma City
federal building bombing, have promised to hold hearings on the government
tactics that led to civilian deaths at the Branch Davidian compound. Private
militias and other citizen groups have expressed fears the federal government
will use the military to trigger future Wacos. .

The Special Forces are among the most highly trained soldiers in the world:
Each 10- to 12-man team consists of specialists in weapons, explosives,
intelligence, communications, medical care, foreign languages, civil affairs and
other military specialties. They are trained to operate behind enemy lines and
to train foreign militaries.

(Gannett News Service Correspondent John Hanchette contributed to this report.)
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At a time when much of the nation's media is frothing over possible CIA
involvement in the murder of a leftist guerrilla in Guatemala a few years ago,
the continuing silence on Waco, Texas, is ever more peculiar. Two years ago
today, the FBI launched a tank assault on a compound holding almost 100 people
Within a few hours, more than 80 people were dead.

The federal action at Waco has become a symbol of government out of control.
Most Americans recall the pictures of the tanks smashing holes in the compound
occupied by scores of women and children and pumping that compound full of
potentially lethal CS gas. Some Americans may recall the picture of the Bureau
of Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms (BATF) flag proudly flying on the embers of the
compound after almost all the people inside had perished. But, unfortunately,
few people have followed subsequent developments.

Harvard University professor of law and psychiatry Alan Stone was one of the
experts brought in by the Justice Department in 1993 to evaluate the agency's
.action at Waco. 'Mr.<~Stone authored a dissenting view to the expert panel
review of the FBI's actions. 1In an interview last week, Mr. Stone observed, "I
don't think that the Justice Department provided enough information about either
what went on in Washington that day or what went on at the site that day of
[the] holocaust."

According to Mr. Stone, "Some of the government's actions may have killed
people before the fire started. I cannot tell whether the tanks knocked down
places where people were already. I don't know if there were people in there
crushed by the collapsing building" as a result of tanks plowing into the
structure before the fire started.

Mr. Stone believes the public needs more information before final
conclusions can be drawn on what the feds did at Waco, including such things as
"who were the people in the tanks, what did they know about running tanks, how
did we shift from the plan of breaking through to put gas in a couple places [in
the compound] to tanks knocking down parts of the building" while women and
children were still inside.

Other investigators are also raising questions about the government's
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possible role in killing the Davidians.

Michael McNulty, chairman of the Citizens Organization for Public Safety, of
Fort Collins, Colo., has conducted an extensive analysis of videotapes on the
final assault, as well as interviews with forensic scientists and Davidian

survivors.

Mr. McNulty believes FBI snipers shot pavidians on the morning of April 19
as they were running out of the back of the compound to escape the CS gas.
(During the FBI-Randy Weaver confrontation a few months before the Waco
conflict, one FBI SWAT team member summarized the rules of engagement as "if you
see ‘em, shoot 'em," according to a confidential Justice Department report). Mr.
McNulty argues that infrared videotape indicates that the tanks may have pushed
the bodies of the slain Davidians back into the building before the fire began.
(Mr. McNulty has portions of the tape, but there are significant gaps that the
government has refused to release).

Mr. McNulty also believes the FBI intentionally ignited two fires in the
compound the final day with pyrotechnic devices. He says that FBI pyrotechnic
devices were fired into areas inundated with CS gas particulates at precisely
the same time that fireballs exploded from the back of the gymnasium. According
to Army manuals, there is a significant risk of flammability from CS gas
particulates. For instance, Army field manual FM-21-27 states on page 21:
"Warning: When using the dry agent CS-1, do not discharge indoors. Accumulating
dust may explode when exposed to spark or open flame."

FBI may have thrown or fired flash bang grenades into the Davidian compound
after the compound had been saturated with an explosive combination of CS gas.
Col. Rex Applegate, the inventor of the ferret round and one of the nation's:
foremost experts on riot control, observed in an interview last week: "Any flash
bang will start fires."

Col. Applegate noted that the carrying agent, methylene chloride, had
probably been mixed with the CS particulates. Methylene chloride is highly
combustible in heavy concentrations.

Col. Applegate has drawn no conclusions: "As to who started the fire, who
knows? It could have been a lantern, it could have been a flash bang, or a
pyrotechnic device that was shot in there."

Federal officials rushed to effectively destroy the scene practically as
- soon as the fire was out, thereby preventing independent investigators from
examining the evidence.

Mr. Stone does not believe that the FBI. intentionally started any fires in
the Davidian compound. But, at the least, the government's claim that the gas
the FBI used is relatively harmless has been debunked. Mr. Stone noted, "Case
reports indicate that prolonged exposure to tear gas in closed quarters causes
chemical pneumonia and lethal pulmonary edema. According to a 1978 report, a
. disturbed adult died after only a half-hour exposure to CS gas in closed
quarters."

Carol Moore, author of a soon-to-be-published book on Waco, notes that a

1988 report by Amnesty International nclaimed that CS gas contributed to or
caused the deaths of more than 40 Palestinians - including 18 babies under 6
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months of age - who had been exposed to tear gas in enclosed spaces. American
manufacturers of CS gas halted the export of the gas to Israel because of its
misuse.

A 1975 Army publication on the effects of CS gas noted, "Generally, persons
reacting to CS are incapable of executing organized and concerted actions and
excessive exposure to CS may make them incapable of vacating the area." While
Attorney General Janet Reno claimed that the FBI hoped that spraying the gas
into the compound would have resulted in people fleelng outside, the gas itself
- may have prevented people from escaping.

The government's claim that the military was not  involved in the attack on
the Davidians has also been debunked. '

James Pate, who has been on the cutting edge of Waco reporting, recently
uncovered several confidential documents exposing military 1nvolvement in the
attack on the Davidians.

Mr. Pate, who has written on Waco for the New York Daily News and the
American Spectator, noted in the May issue of Soldier of Fortune that a memo by
Armv Mai.- Philip Lindley, written three weeks before the BATF launched its raid
on the Davidians, warned that "the degree of [Army] involvement proposed [by
BATF] crossed the [legal] line and exposed the ([Special Forces trainers] to
criminal as well as civil liability."” Maj. Lindley characterized BATF's plan
for the raid as "an actual law enforcement mission with civilian targets ... to
be attacked." '

From his confidential military and law enforcement contacts, as well as from
official documents which he acquired, Mr. Pate concluded: "In direct violation
of their mission orders, Green Beret trainers wrote a specific assault scenario
for the BATF and participated in rehearsals for that assault." Mr. Pate
concluded that four Green Berets were on the scene on Feb. 28, 1993, when the
BATF launched its original military-style attack on the Davidian compound.

The fig leaf under which the Army provided training to federal agents to
attack American civilians was an allegation that the Davidians were involved in
manufacturing drugs. Making this charge allowed BATF officials to call in
military helicopters from the Texas National Guard to assist in their assault on
the Davidians. Yet the drug charge vanished almost immediately after the raid.
As Mr. Pate noted, "In almost two months of testimony in the criminal trial of
11 Branch Davidians in January-February 1994, federal prosecutors introduced not
one shred of evidence about illegal drug activity."

From the time before the fire began in Waco, the federal government has been
suppressing the truth. At the trial of the Davidian defendants last year, U.S.
Judge Walter Smith proclaimed that "the government is not on trial," and then
proceeded to rig the trial to try to guarantee that the defendants were found
guilty. Judge Smith even prohibited defense counsel from introducing the
orriciai Treasury Department report on the BATF raid - chronicling the lies the
agency had told - into evidence at the trial. The judge also prohibited the
introduction of evidence showing the Davidians acted in self-defense.

Federal prosecutors were céught manipulating the evidence at the trial.
Prosecutors presented a transcript of tapes made from electronic listening
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devices inside the compound in its last days, purportedly showing that the
Davidians intended to commit suicide. But, under cross-examination, the
government's audio expert admitted altering the transcripts after meting with
the chief prosecutor. As the New York Times reported, "Defense lawyer Mike
DeGeurin, demonstrated that more than 100 hours of FBI tapes from the compound
had been reduced to an hour of excerpts by the prosecution's audio expert. 'We
didn't hear things today from the earlier transcripts, such as people praying as
tanks were bashing in their homes, or children calling for their parents.' * The
federal government continues to prohibit gun experts for the convicted Davidians
from examining the allegedly illegal weapons the Davidians possessed. (A
federal judge condemned federal agents in Pennsylvania a few years ago for
tampering with seized weapons to frame defendants).

Col. Applegate complained: "There is a lot of material that has not been
divulged to the public from the FBI's own internal investigations."

When contacted for a response to some of the allegations in this article,
chief Justice Department spokesman Carl Stern said, "We normally do not get
involved with multiple communications except with the press corps that covers us
on a regular basis. We don't have enough staff to get into that pen-pal stuff"
of answering more than one set of questions from a reporter. Regarding
questions related to the origin of the fire that killed scores of Davidians, Mr.
Stern said, "It is not reasonable at this stage of the game to be setting out
these mischievous hypotheses™ that the FBI may have been responsible.

As time passes, it will be increasingly difficult for the federal government
to keep the 1id on what really happened at Waco. In the meantime, American
citizens ask the Justice Department, the president and members of Congress at
every opportunity: When will the government stop lying about Waco?

James Bovard is the author of "Lost Rights: The Destruction of American
Liberty" (St. Martin's Press, April, 1994).
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The commander of F.B.I. tank operations during the Government's 51-day
standoff with the Branch Davidians testified today that his mission on the
morning that fire engulfed the sect's compound was to block access to a buried
bus where F.B.I. officials thought members of the sect might seek refuge.

The official, R. J. Craig, a nine-year veteran of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, commanded crews on three combat engineering vehicles, which were
used initially to punch holes in the compound’'s walls and then pump in tear gas
in an effort to end the standoff. Four other F.B.I. teams were simultaneously
shooting an estimated 300 gas canisters through the compound's windows from
Bradley tanks.

'Gas the Hallways'

"My assignment at first was to gas the hallways to prevent people from Qoing
down the hallways into the bus," Mr. Craig said.

Later that morning, he testified, his orders were changed to include
"driving as far as we could into the building toward the main tower."

The sect's leader, David Koresh, and at least 80 of his followers died in.the
fire that day.

The day after the fire, Jeff Jamar, the F.B.I. tactical commander during the
standoff, told reporters at a news conference that Mr. Koresh could have saved
some followers from the fire and gas by hiding them in the bus.

'Prohibited by Law'

"Had Koresh wished those children to survive, that was one place  they could
have hidden safely when he had the fires started," Mr. Jamar said. "In that bus,

the air was cool."

The testimony came in the fifth week of trial for 11 Branch Davidians accused
of killing four Federal agents during a failed weapons raid on Feb. 28 at the
sect's compound near Waco. Six sect members were also killed during the raid.
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During cross-examination, Mike DeGeurin, a defense lawyer, questioned Mr.
Craig about the use of Army personnel or equipment during the standoff. Mr.
Craig said that such activity in civilian police actions was "prohibited by law"
and that military maintenance crews for tanks used in the operation were kept
away from the compound area.

Role of Special Forces?

Mr. DeGeurin asked Mr. Craig if he had seen five specific servicemen during
the standoff: Maj. Mark Petrie, Sgt. Chris Dunn, Sgt. John Wilson, Sgt. Greg
Handy and Staff Sgt. Cordell Ackley. Mr, Craig said he did not know any of them.

A Maj. Mark Petrie is currently executive officer of the 3d Battalion, 3d
Special Forces Group, based in Fort Bragg, N.C., according to a spokesman for
that command. Asked about the issue of military involvement in events at the
Branch Davidian compound, the spokesman, Lieut. Col. Ken McGraw, referred
questions to the Army Special Operations Group in Tampa, Fla., but he did say
today that "there weren't any Special Forces present during the raid on Feb.
28."

Helped A.T.F. With Training

" A spokesman for the Special Operations Group, Lieut. Col. Charles Merlo,
reacted similarly, saying, "My understanding is that we helped the A.T.F. with
some range assistance and medical training, but that we did not have anybody
present during the raid."

Earlier trial testimony has shown that Special Forces members, better known
as Green Berets, were present during training of Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms agents at Fort Hood, Tex., during preparations for the Feb. 28 raid.

Mr. Craig told jurors that military vehicles used by the F.B.I. in the Branch
Davidian operation included seven Bradley armored personnel carriers, four
54-ton combat engineering vehicles, two M-1 Abrams battle tanks, and a tracked
maintenance recovery vehicle.

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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HEADLINE: Waiting for Koresh, Agents Mark Time by Revelations;
Messianic Leader Holds Lawmen, Press at Bay

SERIES: Occasional
BYLINE: Howard Schneider, Washington Post Staff Writer
DATELINE: WACO, Tex., March 27, 1993

BODY:

The law has tried to force David Koresh out with guns, to shout him out with
speeches, annoy him with bad music, shame him with insults and coax him with air
time. Officials have appealed to his vanity as a leader, to his humanity as a
father and to the insanity of the situation.

"They might as well try to walk across the Brazos River. Four weeks into a
standoff with federal agents, messianic cult leader Koresh and nearly 100 armed
followers linger inside their complex of shabby buildings north of here,
determined to remain actors in a Passion Play instead of succumbing like common
criminals.

"He knows he holds a lot of the cards," barricaded in his home with automatic
weapons, explosives and 17 children as the ultimate shield, said FBI spokesman
Bob Ricks. "He has an agenda that the Seven Seals [of the biblical apocalypsel
are slowly being opened," that he holds the key to their disclosure, and that
nobody comes out until he and God are good and ready.

"None of this has been normal," Ricks said.

One month into the standoff, it is becoming clear just how abnormal the
situation has been, beginning with the plans laid by the Bureau of Alcohol
Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) to arrest Koresh, 33, on illegal weapons charges and
search the compound of his Branch Davidian group for firearms, explosives and a
suspected methamphetamine lab.

Although ATF planned down to the second how it would deploy the nearly 100
armed agents who descended on the complex Feb. 28, some internal critics say the
agency failed to take adequate precautions to ensure the raid's secrecy, or
respond to signs that its security had been breached, according to local and ATF
sources. ATF officials say their precautions were adequate.

ATF special operations teams began practicing the raid at a "mock city" at
the Army's nearby Fort Hood on Feb. 25, their tactical plan refined with help
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from military special forces advisers.

By the time of the raid, Koresh and his followers appeared to have been
alerted.

ATF sources acknowledge trying to get the local newspaper to delay
publication of a series of articles on Koresh's group, signaling that some sort
of action was impending. An investigation by the Texas Rangers has pinpointed
calls from the paper to the Davidian compound the day of the raid. The paper
denies that any of its employees informed Koresh.

An ATF agent has sued the newspaper, the Waco Tribune-Herald, alleging that
the. presence of reporters tipped off Koresh.

The Rangers also are investigating whether a television reporter visited the
complex the morning of the assault. ATF agents said they are investigating
whether a Davidian, a mailman on his way to the compound that morning, talked to
a reporter stationed about three-quarters of a mile from the complex. The
mailman is believed now to be inside the compound.

. In addition, at least one agent at the staging area raised concerns that
Koresh knew the raid was coming, ATF sources said. Other ATF officials said the
statement suggested Koresh's suspicions but not that he knew a raid was
imminent. An agency source also said Koresh routinely used computers to monitor
federal raids around the country, in apparent anticipation that someday he would
be next.

The agency pressed ahead, convinced its well-rehearsed, and well-reviewed,
strategy would take Koresh by surprise.

The Davidians apparently were ready, and met the squad of ATF agents with a
fusillade that killed four agents, wounded 16 and forced down three helicopters,
said David Troy, ATF head of intelligence.

The helicopters were hit early in the operation, and may have helped alert
cult members, according to ATF sources who have privately questioned whether the
raid should have been halted then.

Troy said such theories are wrong, and in either case the operation had to
continue or agents would have been trapped under fire in the cattle trucks that
were used to bring them to the compound.

Also, some supporting ATF agents complained they were not briefed until late
in the planning and thought they might have been able to help the SWAT teams had
they been better prepared. Troy said all agents were well-briefed about their
roles. ’

But not all the possible problems involved planning and execution of the
assault.

Interviews with cult experts suggest that the agency underestimated Koresh's

group, which is without exact parallel among the thousands of religious,
political, psychological and other cultic organizations in the country.
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Cult experts say there never before has been a combination of cult
psychology, firepower and apocalyptic theology wrapped together as coherently
and explosively as it has been with Koresh. The group is not only heavily
armed, with automatic weapons, an estimated 200 grenades and maybe other
explosives; members believe themselves to be the shock troops of the apocalypse.
They believe their use of force is biblically determined, and the raid by
federal officials is a fulfillment of Koresh's prophecy. For them to give up
would be to deny what they have spent years preparing for and believing.

nThere has been nothing like this," said Richard Ofshe, a professor of
sociology at the University of California at Berkeley who helped uncover the
Synanon cult in the 1970s.

nKoresh's future involves two and only two paths. He stays in the compound
and continues to be important. Or he gives up and gets arrested and spends the
rest of his life in prison."

Meanwhile, the waiting continues, without any hint when the Davidians will
come out, how long their stockpile of food and water will last, whether a
peaceful surrender can be negotiated, or when federal authorities might run out
of patience and invade.

Most of the 14 adults who have left the compound are being held without
charges as material witnesses, though one, Kathryn Schroeder, has been formally
accused of conspiracy to murder federal agents.

If anything, events continue to turn more bizarre as Koresh holds hundreds of
law enforcement agents and an international press corps in orbit around him.

FBI agents run to astrological charts, and debate what songs might most annoy
Koresh, formerly Vernon Wayne Howell. Reporters rifle the Bible for clues. Frail
old ladies -- "cult members" -- get led around the courthouse in shackles, while
other followers say Koresh is angling for a debate with the pope, Billy Graham
and Pat Robertson.

After all that, one person -- possibly two -- sneaked by snipers this week to
get into the compound, which 21 children and 14 adults have left with the
assistance of federal negotiators.

So far it appears that the FBI has failed to crack the leader's logic, or
make much of a dent in his following.

If FBI exegetes are correct, the Koreshian clock is ticking at about Seal 5
right now: "I saw . . . the souls of them that were slain for the word of God."

Staff writer Pierre Thomas in Washington contributed to this report.
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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SHOW: This Week With David Brinkley (ABC 11:30 am ET)
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Transcript # 715

TYPE: Show; Analysis . .
SECTION: News; Domestic
LENGTH: 9566 words

BODY:
ANNOUNCER: From ABC News, This Week With David Brinkley. Now, from

Washington, David Brinkley.

DAVID BRINKLEY, ABC News: February 28, 1993, Waco, Texas - four U.S. Treasury
agents from the Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms unit - ATF - were killed when they
raided a compounded held by the Branch Davidians. April 19, 1993 - the FBI
raided a place with tear gas and other means, and the entire place went up in a
ball of fire. Eighty Davidians died, including 25 children. July 1995 - next.
 week, a joint House committee will ask questions about all of this. Did federal
agents use excessive firepower? How was the U.S. military involved? Others might
ask if there was some connection between Waco and the bombing in Oklahoma City.

[voice-over] Today s guests Robert Rubin, who's Secretary of the Treasury;.
Representative Bill Zeliff, Republican of New Hampshire, co- -chairman of the
joint committee holding the hearings; and John Trochmann, a member of the
Montana Militia. And our discussion here with Sam Donaldson, Cokie Roberts and

John Cochran, here on our This Week program.

[on camera) First, a little news. The U.N. reports as many as 15 peacekeepers
have been seized and are held by the Serbs in what was supposed to be a safe

haven.

An American tourist, John Childs from Connecticﬁt, kidnapped by Muslim rebels in
India. Apparently, he escaped during a storm. He says the Muslim still hold
another American and two British c1tizens

A London tabloid says that Hugh Grant, the movie actor, and his woman friend, a
model named Liz Hurley, have separated. She put him out after his arrest for
soliciting a prostitute in Los Angeles.

‘In the 0.J. Simpson case, the prosecution rested last week, and the defense will
begin its evidence on Monday Simpson is spending his 48th birthday in jail.

Now. ABC's Lisa Stark 1ays out the background on our topic today - what happened
and why in the Oklahoma City and what was involved, and other question. Lisa?
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‘LISA STARK, ABC News: (voice-over] David, the controversy and questions begin
from day one - the botched raid by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
- and continue through the very end, when the FBI moved in with tanks and tear
gas. From the start of the siege, Davidian leader David Koresh accused the’

government of sinister motives.

DAVID KORESH: You all are just going to march in here, move in here-

FBI OFFICIAL: No, no.

DAVID KORESH: -and wipe us out, That's what everyone here believes fbu're going
to do. ' ,

FBI OFFICIAL: That's not going to happen.

LISA STARK: ([voice-over] What was the government's intent? Why did it go after
Koresh? Who fired the first shots? Who started the fatal fire? Many questions
about the 51-day siege have been asked and answered. Administration officials
believed they have already given a full accounting, but the co-chairman of this
month's eight-day hearing says the answers so far are not good enough.

Rep. BILL McCOLLUM, (R), Crime Subcommittee Chairman: I think the public needs a
full airing, and we need to understand what happened, and we need to get rid of
some of the mystique, get rid of some of the conspiracy theories, and put blame
where it does lie, there is some blame. There were some mistakes made. I don't

doubt it for a minute.

LISA STARK: [voice-over] McCollum also doubts the American public has heard the
full story about military investment in Waco. We have learned the hearings will
focus on the role of the military - which provided everything from advisers to
equipment - and whether that was legal; also whether the ATF misled the military
into believing the Davidians were manufacturing drugs. o

Rep. BiLL McCOLLUM: We need to ask questions about that, and we need to gét
answers about it, because we don't want the military involved in the day-to-day

civilian law enforcement of this nation.

LISA STARK: [voice-over] Committee Republicans also want to know.who called the
shots on the last horrible day - Attorney General Janet Reno, or was there White
House pressure to end the long standoff? No way, according to the ranking
Democrat on the Crime Subcommittee, who questions the need for these hearings.

Rep. CHARLES SCHUMER, (D), New York: T think the motivation for the hearings was
much less the desire to get new information - there have been reams and reams of
reports. The real motivation for these hearings is to sort of throw a bone to a
small fringe group of paranoid people who believe that Waco was a conspiracy.

1ISA STARK: [voice-over] Waco has been become a symbol for militias and
right-wing groups - a monument to what they see as a government plot to take
away all’guns. In a letter to reporters, Treasury Secretary Robert Rubin says
those groups have spread misinformation about Waco, and that hearings may erode
support for gun control laws. The hearings are likely .to be highly-charged,
_coming after the Oklahoma City bombing, which prosecutors allege was in
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retaliation for the government's action at Waco. The right-wing groups, who
conspiracies in both events, are going to be watching closely, and that leaves

lawmakers walking a tightrope.

CHIP BERLET, Political Research Association: The danger of the hearing is that
it could simply dismiss some of the real questions about police misconduct at
Waco, and that would feed into the paranoia of this right-wing populist
movement, or it could portray the government as some kind of venal, jack-booted
monster for political partisan reasons - vote-getting - and that could also

build the militia and patriot movement.

LISA STARK: Committee memberé say they hope these hearings will calm the waters,
not stir them up, but with an issue as explosive as Waco, that may be

impossible. David?

DAVID BRINKLEY: Lisa, thank you. We'll be back with John Trochmann, who sees our
government as tyrannical, and says he is tdevastated' by it - in a moment.

[Commercial break]

DAVID BRINKLEY: Here with us now is John Trochmann, a member of the Montana
Militia. He sees a United Nations conspiracy to bring about world government,
and after a bloody battle. Mr. Trochmann, you're in Idaho, I believe?

JOHN TROCHMANN, Montana Militia: Yes sir, I am.
DAVID BRINKLEY: Thank you for coming in.

JOHN TROCHMANN: Thank you.

DAVID BRINKLEY: Now, you have- you and others in your group have been quoted as
saying that there is a need for a militia of your kind because the U.S.
government does not follow the law - if it did follow the law, there would be no

need for a militia. Is that correct?

JOHN TROCHMANN: Well, Mr. Brinkley, it's not quite that way. We would like to go
home and go fishing. We feel that the American public is being shortchanged on '
the information end, so at the present time, we are involved as an educational
enterprise. That's all we're advocating, is to educate the publie on what's been
going on in our country and what they can do to prepare for what seems to be the

inevitable. :

DAVID BRINKLEY: You're educating people with a great many firearms. What- how
does that- .

JOHN TROCHMANN: No, no, no, no, no. You've been listening to your own media too
much, Sir Dave. That's not true. We don't have as many guns in our home as most
backwoodsmen do. This is- this is a hunting community back here in Montana.
That's what you people pay thousands of dollars for to come see and do.

DAVID BRINKLEY: All right. So you do not use'firearms. You're are strictly-

" JOHN TROCHMANN: No, we don't go training. We strictly tfy to educate people,
sir. : ' o

.z oo18579




Page 6
_This Week With David Brinkley (ABC), July 9, 1995

DAVID BRINKLEY: Educate them- what? How? To what?

JOHN TROCHMANN: In the- in the evils of our public servants that have broken the
law they swore an oath to uphold. : .

" DAVID BRINKLEY: What law have they broken?

JOHN TROCHMANN: Well, first of all, our public servants take an oath to uphold
the job description called the Constitution. It starts out with three words,
called 'We, the People.' We believe that when these people take an oath, they
should obey the law that they took, but the first thing they do after they raise
their right hand and sign on the dotted line after they take our money is start

changing that job description.

COKIE ROBERTS, ABC News: Mr. Trochmann, do you think the federal government blew
up the Oklahoma City building?

JOHN TROCHMANN: Well, I've never said that. I question it. But I do believe the
federal government destroyed the evidence before there was a chance to pour over

it, and that looks pretty bad.
COKIE ROBERTS: Why do you believe that?
JOHN TROCHMANN: Why do I believe that they did it?

COKIE ROBERTS: Why do you believe they destroyed the- I mean, how- what's your
evidence that they destroyed the evidence?

JOHN TROCHMANN: The time sequence and after it happened and how soon they:
removed it. They removed whatvwas left of the building. It just wasn't fair, we
believe. We tried to get a court injunction to stop it, but it didn't work.,

COKIE ROBERTS: So you think that there is- you- you believe that it's possible
that the federal government was behind the bombing of the Oklahoma City federal

- building?

JOHN TROCHMANN: Well, Cookie, I'm not saying that. What I'm saying is the.
federal government was certainly behind getting the building demclished to the
ground so no one could pour over the evidence. We tried, through our attorney,
Senator John DeCamp [sp?] from Nebraska, to get that stopped, but we were

unsuccessful.

SAM DONALDSON, ABC News: Mr. Trochmann, what do you think happened at Waco?

JOHN TROCHMANN: Well, in regards to what, Sam?

- SAM DONALDSON: Well, what is your version of what occurred there during that,
what, Si-day siege? Was the federal government right in trying to serve a
warrant on a man who was collecting, illegally, firearms?

JOHN TROCHMANN: Well, Sam. they would have been right if they had served a

warrant, if they'd have knocked on the door like any civilized population should
be allowed. But, instead, their form of knocking was through the roof with 500
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bullet holes from helicopters, was through the door with a hail of bullets.
That's no way to serve a warrant. If they wanted to serve a warrant on Mr.
Koresh, they should have done it the legal way. Besides, Mr. Koresh would go
jogging practically every other day. He'd go into town for- for tea or coffee.
Why wouldn't they serve the warrant then? Why did they have to go and take out

the whole bunch of them?

SAM DONALDSON: Mr. Trochmann, the evidence appears to be that the first shots,
when the agents did march on the building, were fired from within the compound,

not by the agents.

JOHN TROCHMANN: Well, I'm not sure what you base that on, Sam, but I believe the
first shots were fired by the helicopters from overhead. There were three people
killed that we believe were killed from the helicopter shots from above, and
three that came through the door- that were killed because of the firing through
the door. Now, the bullet holes in the door or doors - based on the information
we have - were fired from the outside in. There were no splinters around the
holes, which would be common as it came from thé inside out, Sam.

COKIE ROBERTS: Let me ask you something. We've heard from these politicians that
- they want to have these hearings to clear up all of the questions about Waco. Is
there anything that can happen here in Washington that will convince you that-

. that the government's telling the truth? :

JOHN TROCHMANN: Oh, certainly - a non-whitewashed education- or investigation,
for starters, Cookie. That would be nice for a change. We've had a lot of
problems, we féel, with the government's way of handling things. We love our
government - I wart you to get that straight right off the bat here. We love our
three-party form of government - our executive, our judicial and the
legislative. We feel that if it was properly handed- handled, it would serve the
people well. That's what they're there for, to serve We the People.

COKIE ROBERTS: Do you consider law enforcement people- officials people that you
should be paying attention to, including the ATF enforcement officials?

JOHN TROCHMANN: Well, certainly, Cokie. I think the news media - and I'm not
going to point fingers at this time - has done a terrible job to portray us. We
love our country and our fellow Americans, including those that are in law
enforcement. We have nothing against them, in general. It's Jjust -those, in
particular, that do scurrilous deeds against We the People. We have a lot of
good friends in law enforcement, be they federal, state or local, and we cherish
that friendship, and we don't want to see it eroded. :

SAM DONALDSON: Well, Mr. Trochmann-

JOHN TROCHMANN: And because of what- well, because of what the'media's done,
it's made it real difficult to maintain a friendly relationship with these

‘people.
SAM DONALDSON: Mr. Trochmann. when you look at something thac happened at
‘Waco, when you look at something that happened at Ruby Ridge, do you say to

yourself, 'Awful mistakes were made by people who just blew it,' or do you say
that there was some sort of a conspiracy, some sort government effort to oppress

people?
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the military, and how -extensive was that use?

Rep. BILL ZELIFF: Well, the military was really used- definitely used, and they
certainly were brought in. They had Bradley tanks there, they had fire-throwing
equipment, they had helicopters. They had a fair amount of force. Now, if that
was brought under the pretense of a drug operation - manufacturing operation -
thenh I believe that we need to ask the questions: what evidence was there that-
that indicated that there was a drug-manufacturing operation going on, and a
distribution operation? What was given to the magistrate to show probable cause
in terms of the search warrant? I think these are all fair and open, honest

questions that we need to present.

- COKIE ROBERTS: Often, when hearings begin, the people who have called the

Rep. BILL ZELIFF: Cokie, I've been supported- there's 10 counties here, 10

hearings have their own theories, at least, about the answers to those
questions. What are yours?

Rep. BILL ZELIFF: Well, I- I think- you know, I have responsibility, with Bill
McCollum. Our committee has oversight for ATF, FBI, CIA and Department of
Defense, and on February 6th, we presented our annual plan long before Oklahoma
city that said that we would ask the questions on Waco and try to get some
answers. So we want to do it in a fair and open process, and- you know, I think
each of these agencies do have oversight. They need to be subjected to these
questions, and I think that they need to be- have an opportunity to answer the

questions, and then, hopefully, we can-

COKIE ROBERTS: You- you have heard- you have heard the criticism that- that you
are doing this just to- as a political sop. You're from the State of New
Hampshi:e; where gun owners are a very powerful force. Are you just playing to

your own constituency here? :

sheriffs. I've gotten endorsed by all of them, Republican and Democrats. I get
high marks from all our law enforcement, from the state police to the city
chiefs.of police. So this is not a witch hunt for Bill Zeliff - Bill McCollum, "
either. We're going to try to do a very fair, open process. We're going to try
to put thing behind us. And hopefully- you know, if the agencies and- and
everybody cooperated with us, including the White House and Treasury and
eberyoneL it'11 give an opportunity for those-agehcies.td regain some
credibility that I think is absolutely vital. . -~ e

SAM DONALDSON: Mr. Zeliff, to what extent is the White House cobperating with
your committee? . . )

Rep. BILL ZELIFF: Sam, I wish they would be cooperating more. The problem that

we have right now- the President, on national television, said he'd like to
cooperate. I don't think that word has gone out into the trenches. I'm dealing-
we're dealing with Judge Mikvah [sp?]. They haven't declared executive privilege
on a lot of the papers, but they're not letting us see the papers, either. So

we- we can sit in a room and they'll tell us who a letter was written to and-

. and by whom and the date, but they won't let us read is contained in that

letter. Eventually, we're going to have to get at some of this information,

particularly around those two dates.

SAM DONALDSON: Well, let's talk about some of the papers you've asked for.
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You've asked for all the personnel records of all the personnel that were even
remotely involved going back seven years on potential misconduct of these
personnel, even if it had nothing to do with Waco. Now, what would you call

that? . ) :

Rep. BILL ZELIFF: Well, we're- we're lay- asking for personnel records of people -
involved at Waco, and the reason we're doing this, Sam- you know, there were two
fellows there that were fired and then reinstated- their jobs reinstated with
back pay. There's another fellow that was- he is now in the number-two

position in the FBI who was involved with Waco. I don't think there was

anything-

SAM DONALDSON: Well, butvthese were key people, Mr. Zeiiff. These were key
people. I don't think no one would challenge your desire to have those records, .
but why the records of even the remotest potential government employee who was

there?

Rep. BILL ZELIFF: Well, let's start with some cooperation of getting the records
of the key people. I mean, we've haven't gotten anything right now, and-I think
what we need to do is- you know, I- I think in the best interests of everybody
involved, let's go- give us the information we need, let's get the questions
answered, and I think that's what we need to do. 4 ; ¥

SAM DONALDSON: Do you think thé Justice Department- do you think the White House
has something to hide here? C

Rep. BILL ZELIFF: I- I- it depends on whether Janet Reno, who was only attorney
general for two or three weeks, really decided all by herself whether we should
use C.A. gas, whether she took it upon herself to make all the decisions that
added to all this tragedy, whether there were different alternatives. I have a
feeling that there were other people who she went to for advice, and we'd like
to find out who they are. And we- I just think that no'one is about the law, and
we do need to hold people accountable. There were different alternatives that

could have been used in this particular case. '
COKIE ROBERTS: By 'other people,' you mean the President?

Réb; BILL ZELIFF: It could include the President, but I- again, we won't know
- that until we have an open and a fair hearing. ‘ . '

COKIE ROBERTS: You've just heard the Montana Militia man talking about the *
conspiracies in this country. Do you and a lot of the people who ask about .
Waco seem to share those- those theories, that there is a government conspiracy

going on here. Do- do you share those theories?

Rep. BILL ZELIFF: Cokie, I- I'm not looking at government conspiracies, and I'm
not siding with militias or I'm not going against them. We have a very ,
law-abiding militia in New Hampshire here - people who are dedicated- happen to
be interested in Second Amendment rights. But they're law-abiding citizens, they
haven't broken the law. I think all we're trying to do here is we are exercising
our oversight responsibility to see if, in fact, laws were broken, mistakes were
made, and if they are made, we want to make sure that they don't get made again.
‘And T think what we're talking about is democracy, we're talking about freedom,
we're talking about protection of individual rights balanced with the- the
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individual rights of the law enforcement side.

COKIE ROBERTS: But, Congressman, David made the point at the beginning that you-
that there have already been hearings on this, and- and have been reports and
people have been disciplined. Have you ever heard of a congressional hearing
where people believe in a conspiracy where the people are satisfied at the end

of that hearing that there's not a conspiracy?

Rep. BILL ZELIFF: Well, I'm just going to say, Cokie, that- that- and what I've
said before. There's much information that has come out of this thing. We have
had a criminal suit that's taken place, and information has come from that. We

‘are in the middle of the civil suit now - information's coming out of that. We

have former FBI agents, for ATF agents that are congress to us voluntarily.
There is so much information floating around, I just think books are going to
be- are in the process of being written on this thing. What's wrong? Why is '
everybody concerned about just presenting it in a fair and impartial way so that

we can get on about our lives?

SAM DONALDSON: Well, Mr. Zeliff, as you know, Secretary Rubin worries - and is
worried in a letter that he sent to many.journalists - that the ability of law
enforcement agents to enforce the firearms law will be damaged, that their

credibility will be damaged by what you're going to do.

Rep. BILL ZELIFF: Sam. I- I'm glad you asked that question. I think their
credibility is damaged now, and until we answer these questions, until we get it
on and so that we present it in a fair and open way and give both sides an
opportunity to explain their- what they did and their whole case- I think their
credibility is damaged. I think we- in order to add credibility is let's get it
out, let's get it behind us, and let's move on. ' ,

SAM'DONALDSONQ Mr. Zeliff, as you- at the time, as you know, whenvit all.énded
in that fiery explosion, the new attorney general, Janet Reno, said that she
took responsibility for it. Is that where you think the responsibility should

lie?

'Rép.rBILL 2ELIFF: .Well, I- I was glad that she took the responsibility, but I'm

not: so sure that it ended with her. I have a feeling that - and if we were
allowed to review some of these documents - that there will be others that
assisted her in that decision. I would hope that when she decided in two or
three weeks into her career, at that point, she would have asked the effects of
C.S. tear gas. Methyl chloride is a flammable agent when mixed with C.S. tear
gas. Hopefully, someone advised her [as] to what would happen. I mean, these are
big things that happened as a tragedy, and I think that we need to find out who
made the decision - was it Janet Reno or was it people above her? :

DAVID BRINKLEY: Mr. Zeliff, we're countihg on you to find out all of'that'and
let us know about it. In the meantime, thank you for being with us today. '

Rep. BILL ZELIFF: David; great being with you. Thank you.

‘DAVID BRINKLEY: Good luck'to'you. Coming next, the secretary of the Treasury -

Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms unit is with the Treasury - the secretary of the
Treasury, Robert Rubin, in a moment. ‘ :
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[Commercial break]

DAVID BRINKLEY: We're back and here with us now is Robert Rubin, the secretary
of the Treasury, and thank you for coming. Pleased to have you.

ROBERT RUBIN, U.S. Treasury Secretary: Nice to be back with you, David.
DAVID BRINKLEY: You know everybody here - Cokie, Sam.

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: Certainly do.

DAVID BRINKLEY: Now, the President said he saw no need for another investigation
or another hearing on the Waco question. Do you agree with that? '

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: The President's essential point, David, was that Treasury put
out an extraordinary report after the Waco tragedy which went through everything
that happened in a remarkable fashion. It was extremely well- well-reviewed in
the press, and it thoroughly set forth, in objective fashion, the many problems
that occurred at Waco. And so the President's point was this has been fully
reviewed. There were also four hearings - hearings of four separate committees.
An additional point I- I think that he was trying to make or was making was that
if we were going to have extensive hearings- and we are very much in favor of
the truth being known about Waco. The more the truth is known, the better it
will be for law enforcement. But if there is going to be the enormous
expenditure and effort involved in additional hearings, that the hearings might
be better focused on extremist groups and those militias that are dangerous to
our society.'What Oklahoma did was to bring focus on those groups, and I do
believe that a lot of those groups - and those affiliated with those groups -
attempted to use Waco as a way of distracting attention from Oklahoma and from

the extremist groups that Oklahoma brought to light.

DAVID BRINKLEY: In view of all that, why are we having another hearing or
investigation in Congress?

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: Well, we didn't call the heéring, as you know, but-

DAVID BRINKLEY: I know you didn't. I want your analysis of it.

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: Well, I- I think that there are a lot of peoplte of good faith
who really believe- Republicans and Democrats who believe that we should, one
more time, look at Waco, and are really and truly dedicated to having the truth

be presented to the American people, and that, I think-

DAVID BRINKLEY: Is that what you think-

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: And that, I think, is supportive of law enforcement. I do
think, and I am concerned that there are others with a very different agenda.

éOKIE ROBERTS: And does that include the chairman of the committee that's called
the hearing? :

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: Oh, Cokie, I hope and trust not. I really:do believe there
are a lot of people of very good faith on' the Republican side of the aisle
involved with these hearings, but I do think there are people with a very
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different set of agendas. All you need to do is look at the extremist literature
to get a sense of how these hearings could be used to distort Waco in such a way
as to undermine law enforcement, attempt to roll back the Brady Bill, the

assault weapons ban-
COKIE ROBERTS: But are you saying that that's-

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: -take gttention away from the militia and the extremist
groups, and even feed the paranoia, and this is very, very dangerous in terms of

public safety.

COKIE ROBERTS: But are you saying that's what Congress is dding, that by- by
holding the hearings that members of Congress are doing that list of evils?

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: Cokie, I'm- I'm saying that I think there are many people of
good will in Congress that are involved in these hearings, and that I think all
of us that are involved with these hearings have an enormous responsibility to
make sure that the truth géets out, 'cause I do think the truth will- will
strengthen law enforcement. I think the danger is that there are many who will
try to misuse these hearings for the reasons I've just stated.

COKIE ROBERTS: But they're not in Congress.

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: Cokie, I'm not going to speculate who is doing what for what
reason. .

COKIE ROBERTS: Okay.

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: I'm not a psychoanalyst. I'm just- I am just addressing the
dangers that exist if misinformation and distortion comes out of these hearings.

COKIE ROBERTS: All right. Congressman Zeliff made it clear that one of the areas
that he is most interested in exploring, and which we have not read a great deal
about in the previous reviews, is the role of the Defense Department in these
hearings. From- from the descriptions that he has provided, it sounds like it
was ‘extensive and- and maybe illegal. Is that something that is worth examining?

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: It- it- it was not illegal. It was thoroughly examined in the
report that Treasury put after the Waco incident. That report tock five months
to prepare. The report was overseen by a former Pulitzer Prize-winning author,
by the chief of the Los Angeles Police bepartment and by a former Watergate
prosecutor. It was widely praised in newspapers around the country for its
candor. If you look in that report, you'll find a complete discussion of the -
role of the military. But let me tell you why the military was involved. A
deputy sheriff went to the ATF and, 'I suspect that there are illegal weapons in
this compound.' After the investigation, the ATF agent to the U.S. Attorney's
Office, the U.S. Attorney's Office reviewed the evidence. They then appeal- went
to the magistrate. The magistrate issue search-and-arrest warrants, and
"ultimately, 46 machine guns and hand grenades were found on those premises. This
was a very, very dangerous undertaking- undertaking that was undertaken to
protect the safety of the American people. What the ATF wanted and got was
training, training from the military so they could properly conduct themselves
in order to better protect the American people. The other thing to remember,
Cokie, and, .I think, is essential to this whole- this whole matter is that four
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ATF agents were killed by David Koresh supporters, who knew they were coming
with search warrants. Law-abiding people do not shoot ‘at law enforcement
officers when they come with warrants. If there are problems - and there were
many problems here, as the report indicates, with respect to the raid - then-
what they do is they accept the warrants, they go to counsel and you have legal
process. You do not shoot at the law enforcement officers.

SAM DONALDSON: Did- did President Clinton approve the plans to end the siege?

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: Sam, I- I think that what happened at the end was that you
had, at that point, over 50 days of siege against a compound in which David
Koresh and his supporters were holed up. They had killed four ATF law
enforcement officers, wounded more than 20 more, and, at the final analysis,
the Justice Department and the FBI made what they deemed to be appropriate law
enforcement decisions to go in and flush out the- David Koresh and his

supporters in-
. SAM DONALDSON: Did President Clinton approve that plan?

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: -wait a minute- in the compound. There is no question, based
on the evidence - including tapes that were shown on this very network the other
night, although I didn't see them - that the fire that killed all those people

was set by David Koresh and his supporters-

SAM DONALDSON: Mr. Secretary- excuse me, sir, it's a simple question Dld
President Clinton approve the plan?

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: I think, Sam, on the question of- of President Clinton's
role, that truthfully something that you need to dlscuss with Attorney General

Reno and President c1inton.

SAM DONALDSON: Well, is it a secret? I mean, w111 the President- isn't .that an
1mportant'part of the information?

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: Sam- it- it is- it is relevant. I wasn't involved in that
part of the operation, but I don't think- but I think every time you- you focus
on :that, you do exactly the wrong thing, which is to get away from this essence

of what happened here. And the essence of what happened here is that David
Koresh and his supporters killed four ATF agents-v .

'SAM DONALDSON: I understand, sir, but you just heard the committee chairman-
Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: -wait a minute- killed four ATF agents-

SAM DONALDSON: -or cne of the co-ohairmen- '

Sec. §OBERT'RUBIN= -instead of accepting warrants.

SAM DONALDSON: -said that he's suggesting the White House isn't cooperat;ng-

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: No.

SAM DONALDSON: -and- and what you're saying now would tend to indicate that's
correct. :
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Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: No, it wasn't, Sam. What I'm saying is that I was not
involved in Janet Reno's ultimate decision, and that's something you'd have to
discuss with the attorney general and with the President- '

SAM DONALDSON: Are you going to provide the material that they're asking for,
particularly the personnel records of all the personnel involved?

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: We have provided 15,000 documents-

SAM DONALDSON: Will you provide these, sir?

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: The personnel records that go back seven years shouldn't be
requested, and we should not provide. They have no relevance to what happened

at Waco, but let me tell you what they do do, and-

SAM DONALDSON: So you won't provide them?

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: I don't believe we should, Sam-

SAM DONALDSON: All right.

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: -and let me tell you why. A lot of those agents are involved
right now in the line, many of them involved in dangerous, very dangerous
undercover operations. .

SAM DONALDSON: Well, what happened in Boston? May I ask you about that, Friday
night? : . : ’

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: No- no, wait a minute. Those personnel records should not get
into the hands of people who can misuse them and put law enforcement agents at-
at risk. That is precisely the point about this hearing. This hearing has to be
conducted with enormous care if it is going to get the truth out to the American
people,. and not undermine law enforcement. :

SAM DONALDSON: All right, the ATF raided a place in Boston Friday night. A man
-clgimed, first of all, that he was a wrongful target - he is a sickle-cell
anemia sufferer - and that the ATF used Gestapo-like tactics on him. What

happened? .

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: Sam. there was a- a version of that printed in yesterday's
Boston Globe - it was erroneous - and there was a new version printed in today's
paper which accurately describes the circumstances of the raid. And I- I will
leave this with you, if you like, so you can read it. But I think it's a good
example what happens. There's an enormous amount of misinformation that takes

place whenever these raids-
SAM DONALDSON: Well, tell us quickly, since I've raised the question-

COKIE ROBERTS: Yes.

SAM DONALDSON: Tell our audience your version of what happened, because they
didn't read The Glove. ‘ ’
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Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: Sam, let me tell you something. Truthfully, Sam, I have not
focused on this myself. I am told that what- what I was told yesterday, when'
this occurred, was that an erroneous version had been printed, and they were

talking with The Boston Globe about printing a correction.

COKIE ROBERTS: But, see-

SAM DONALDSON: Well, may I just say that the paper says- says the- that, in
fact, you were raiding another apartment. You weren't raiding this man's
apartment, he was not a target at all, and that he was disruptive and that was

why they had- had to restrain him.

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: There may have been a disruptive problem with him, but- but
the story itself, as printed yesterday, was inaccurate, and the correct version .

was printed today.

DAVID BRINKLEY: Cokie-

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: Let me say there are enormous numbers of raids.every year.»f
There are problems from time to time. But the way you-deal with that, Sam, is
you deal with the problems. What you don't do is undermine law enforcement.

COKIE ROBERTS: But the- the two big raids-

DAVID BRINKLEY: Cokie, go ahead.

COKIE ROBERTS: -that have, obviously, gotten the attention of- of American
people and these militia groups are Waco and- and the one in Montana. What do
you- how do you explain, after Waco and after the Treasury and other agencies
discipline people, someone from there now being the number two person at the
FBI? Doesn't this just rile up all of the conspiracy theories?

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: Cokie, I think that's something that you really need to
address to Attorney General Reno. Let me- let me addrqss the ATF, if I may, ]
‘cause that's the agency I have responsibility for. After the raid, a five-month
study was done. The five-month study resulted in the entire top leadership of
ATE being replaced, and an enormous reform has taken place in the ATF, so you
today have a much stronger ATF. But none of that- none of the problems that
occurred in that raid justify killing four ATF officers when the -people in the
compound knew they were coming to- with search-and-arrest warrants.

DAVID BRINKLEY: Mr. Secretary, thank you.

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: You're more than welcome.

DAVID BRINKLEY: Thanks very much.

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: Nice to be with you.

DAVID BRINKLEf: You thought this would never come, did you?

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: It wasn't the area that I originally thought I'd be in when I
went to Treasury. )
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DAVID BRINKLEY: Thank you very much.
Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: But it's a very important area.
DAVID BRINKLEY: I'm glad you came.

Sec. ROBERT RUBIN: Thank you.

DAVID BRINKLEY: Coming next, our discussion here about one thing or another or
both, and joining us will be John Cochran of ABC News, in a moment.

[Commeréial break]

DAVID BRINKLEY: Some may find it hard to believe, but the U.S. government does
at times try to save a little money, even when it runs into serious opposition,
as in this case, when it is trying to close a few military bases across the
country that it says are no longer needed. Usually, the people involved - people
who live there - want it kept open because it means jobs and money and so on.
Cokie, you were telling me about- about one base that you happen to know about-

COKIE ROBERTS: In Myrtle Beach, South Carolina-

DAVID BRINKLEY: -in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina.

COKIE ROBERTS: -that has been closed for a few years, and nothing's- nothing's
happened with it, even though it's prime oceanfront property. So that even once
you close these bases, they often don't get used for anything, and you don't
recover anything to the economy of the towns, which is what worries them a lot.
But the- the- what the President's done her with this base closing is that
normally- the whole reason a commission was established is because the politics
are impossible. You have people from the states that want to close- that- that
want to keep their base- bases open and fighting the people who, from the other
states, who want to keep their bases open, and nobody believes that it's a
military decision, everybody believes it's a political decision, and everybody
starts fighting each other. So they created a commission, a bipartisan
commission - one was headed by a Republican, this one's headed by a Democrat -
and said, 'We'll just take it out of the hands of the politicians, make these
recommendations, and you take it or leave it, Mr. President.' And, in the past,
what presidents have done is take it, because it is such a diffieult political

thing.
SAM DONALDSON: Yeah, but, Cokie- but if-

" COKIE ROBERTS: This President is not clear where heﬁs taking it or leaving it-
SAM DONALDSON: If this President takes it-

COKIE ROBERTS: -you know, whatever.

SAM DONALDSON: If this President takes it, it'il cost him California.

COKIE ROBERTS: Maybe, maybe not.

SAM DONALDSON: Read 5S4 electoral votes. And therefore, he has decided maybe he
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NIGHTLINE ABCTV
11:30 P.M.

The Military invoivement at Waco ~ TR-813

FORREST SAWYER: The ATF said it was
just trying to serve David Koresh with a warrant.
But why was the military involved in planning and
carrying out that first raid?

JAMES PAIT: The ATF had no intention of
any peaceable resolution. They intended to auack
Mount Carmel. They wanted to have a big raid on
v,

SAWYER: Tonight, the military
involvement at Waco and reports about drugs at the
Compound.

When federal agems siormed the Branch
Davidiarg Compound in Wacs, Texss, they had no
idea of the forces they were turning loose. Groups,
whowouldusethcmidasprooﬁhanhis government
is out of control, willing to use law enforcement
officials and even the military to subdm:hevery
citizens they are supposed to protect.

Today, after long Congressional hearings and
government reviews, those suspicions are swonger
than ever. And, so, next week, House Republicans
say they will launch, yet, another set of hearings 10,
as they put it, to restore the public's trust. The
Clinton Administration said.this is ail unnecessary,
All the questions have aiready been answered. But
that appears not to be true, Nightline has obtained
federal documents that show the military's
involvement was much greater than we thought and
that officers were worried that they were being asked
t0 illegally assist a law enforcement operation.

Tonight, another piece of the puzzie
beginning with correspondent Michel McQueen.

MICHEL McQUEEN: First, there was the
raid. Then the recriminations, .

UNIDBITIFIEDMAN Why did you do it
at 10:00 Sunday morning, in broad daylight?

And finally, the conspiracy theory.

UNIDENTTFIED WOMAN: Contraryto the
Co;miunion.theu;ﬂiuxywuinvolwdinapolice
acton.

McQUEEN: It's become an article of faith
among ami-_govemmm militia groups that the
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military was part of a coaspiracy by the government
to antack its own citizens at Waco. As equally an
article of faith among some other Americans, that
these groups, are at best, reflectively suspicious. At
worst, paranoid. But according t0 documents
released under the Freedom of Informarion Act, the

‘conspiracy theorists may have a point aboux one

thing: the military was formally invoived in the ATF
raid than was previously known, beginning months
befare the raid acmally took place.

James Pait bas followed the Waco story for
Soldier of Fortune Magazine,

PAIT: The interaction berween the Army
and the Bureau of Alcohol. Tobacco and Firearms
started in approximately in December 1992. That's
when the ATF had already made a decision w0 use the
dynamic entry re: assault type raid.

McQUEEN: Why would the ATF which

routinely conducts search and seizure operations want

the Army involved?

PAIT: The ATF was undertaking a missioa
larger than anything they'd ever done in their history.
And they recognized that they reaily did not have the
tactical expertise, they did not have the command and
comtrol expertise.

 McQUEEN: But there was one problem:
for-more than a cennxty, federal law bas generaily
prohibited the Army from engaging in domestie law
enforcement. The doctrine is called possecomitams.
There are only a few exceptions: Riots, disasters; of
starting in the 1980s to combat illegal drugs. If drugs
are involved, law enforcement agencies can. have
access to military training and equipment, all without

CONGRESSMAN STEVE BUHLER: There
was 2 greater involvement of the military in Waco
than what I had ever known,

MCcQUEEN: Congressman Steve Buhler is
a former Army lawyer.

CONGRESSMAN BUHLER: And whea
you have those cases of drugs, civilian law
caforcement can make requests for the militarys It
almost becomes a treasure trove on what.you can
utilize for the military,

McQUEEN: AndthcATFquicklymmd
drogs were suspected at the Branch Davidian
Compound. This formerty secret Army chronology
in serving a federal search warrant to “a dangerous

extremist organization believed to be producing
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" methamphetamine.” Assistance wouid be “in direct
support of interdiction acuvities aiong the southwest
border.* And there was this Army cable authorizing
the mission “intelligence indicates an active
methamphetamine Jab.* But the federal scarch
warrant for the Branch Davidian Compound made no

menﬁcnofanydrugs.lctaloncanaet_ivedmg~

factory. -
. DICK REAVIS [Author]: There was'no
drug lab found in the ashes, There is no evidence
that there had been a drug lab there since 1987 when
David Koresh threw two guys out of Mount Carmei
for operzzing one.

‘ MCcQUEEN: And the Army, itself
was suspicious. This declassified document raised
“the possibility that the drug comnection was
overstared to secure cost-free training and assistance, *

SENATOR ARLEN SPECTER (R-PAl:
Thexewaamnmmcywmgomgmfarm
that they were using a drug issue, mamfactare of
drugs to try to bring in the military, And there s an
issues as whether the Alcobol, Tobacco and Firearms
Unit overstated the drug involvemest,

MCcQUEEN: The ATF presented the Army
with 2 long shopping list of military equipment such
as tents, trucks, gas masks, and night vision goggles.

They waned to borrow seven Bradley fighting

vehiclas, like thepe end the rainine 10 gperare them,
They aiso wanted the Green Berets, the Army's elite
special forces to critique their plans for the raid on
the Branch Davidian Compound. -

At first, the Army seemed eager to go along.
But 2 Green Beret commander whose unit was
selected to help the ATF became concerned about the
scope of the request.. He asked the Army's lawyer to
take another look at it. In respomse to a request

under the Freedom of Information Act, the Army -

released the lawyer's opinion., like this. Nightline has
acquired an uncensared copy of the legal review by
Major Phillip Lindlay. [t notes first that “both bad
guys and civilians, i.c. women and children were
located at the drug prodoction site.  Major Lindlay
goes on tn say °] was under the opinion that the
degree of involvement proposed crossed the line and
exposed the unit to criminal as weil as civil liability,"

As a resnit of these objections, the Army

approved a (training. session for the ATF but the

Green Berets were supposed to avoid helping the
agems refine pians for the raid.

PAIT: They helped them moonlight their-

communications plan, they played bad guys, they
played Branch Davidizns,. When the ATF did their
rebesrsal attack on the mockup of Mount Carmed,
that participation violated guidelines, They weren't
supposed to get that involved,

MCcQUEEN: But others say Congress has
blurred the line between what is permissible and what

is not,

REPRESENTATIVE PAT SCHROEDER
[D-COY: It's blurred because § think it's a time when
people say we ougiit I0 get maximum use out of all of
our resources. And it sounds so simpie, soft crime.
Okay, call in the military, That sounds great wnrik
you stop and think are they trained in the munces of
this and do we totally want to rip up the Bill of
Rights,

CONGRESSMAN BUHLER: Whes [ lock
at the Waco hearings, I'm going to be asking myseif
is it open to abuse. Can it be abused? . Andthn‘u.
legitimate question.

McQUEEN: Perhaps, most tragicaily of all,
the raid itself was a fiasco, One Green Beret wold
ABC News of his horror of warching the raid en
television and seeing agents die before his eyes. This
soldier belicves the limits placed on the mission
caused it to fail saying we saw big problems with the
ATF's plan right away but we couldn't help them fix
it

To others, especially lawmakers now
debating even why the use of the military to combat
domestic terrorism, the question is aiso one of limits.
Did one branch of government go too far in currying
out its mission? Does anyone know what the kines
are? And most importantly, did anyone ask the right
questions before it was 100 late?

This is Michel McQueen for Nightline in
W

SAWYER: And whea we come back we will
be joined by the man who was the Direcwr of the
ATF during the Waco raid. ~ And by the
Congressman who is holding hearings to try to find

out what reauy happened there.

e *o0—

SAWYER. Joining us now from Rigby
Island, Washington, Steve Higgins, he was the
Director of the Burezn of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms during the time of the Waco raid. He was
removed from his position in October of 1993,
following a review of the ATF's role in Waco..

And joining us now from Capitol Hill,
Congressman Bill McCollum is a Member-of the
House Judiciary Comminee. And he will co-chair
next week's hearings on Waco.

' Mr.!ﬁgzms.u:qmclmthnd:eﬁl?
had an interest in seeking some assistance fromrtha -
military very early on. ' Why so0 much interese?-

STEVE HIGGINS [ATF’ Director;—1982-
1993]: Well, I think.early on from the standpoine.
when we first reatized that it was going to be 2 major
operazion, there' was the potenrial preseace.of a
methamphetamine lab, there were certain guidelines
inciuding the military through the Southwest Border -
Project. So, one of the things — we bad a liaison
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person that worked with that group. That person

contacted the raid planners and discussed the types of
assistance that were available, given that nexus. And
so | think that it was prudent move to take advantage
to the extent possible under the legal guidelines of

SAWYER: Well, acmally under the legal
guidelines. [ meant that there had to be some sort of
drug connection involved. And when the first.went,
according to the Treasury report and everybody eise
that we've talked to, when they first went to the
compections. They went and looked for drug
connections after they were told that that's way they
couid be reimbursed for the money.

MR. HIGGINS: Well, [ think we've got
two questions, One is, was the drug conmnection
somehow made up? Was this a lie told so that ATF
could get the assistance? [ think the Treasury report
looked at that exhanstively and believe you me. the
Treasury report doesn't make many apologies for
ATF. They found that there was a - legitimate
informarion which indicated the potential presence of
that drug lab.

SAWYER: Well, why didn't they say

something 1o the military to begin with? I guess
that's the first question. Why dida't you say we're
wortisd aboue those drugs over there, come on in?
MR. HIGGINS: [ don't know the answer to
that question, myseif, because [ wasn't involved in
that eariy part of the planning to that detail. [ think
if they want to explore that during the hearing, that's

-grest. [ also think that Treasury probably's already

asked that same question. ldontlcnawmespecmc
answer to that,

SAWYER: Congressman. one thing that [
hear Mr. Higgins saying is that Treasury has looked
at this exhaustively, they've gone through all of this,
they have asked all the questions. What are you
looking at now?

REPRESENTATIVE BILL McCOLLUM
((R), Judiciary Crime Subcommiuee]: Well, we're
looking at the overview, first of 2ll. We think thae
the American public reaily hasn't had a chance to
chronologicaily look at everything that happened from
the beginning of why ATF wemnt after David Koresh
and his cuit all tha way through to the not only the
dynamic entry but the FBI seize and, of course, the
big day of the fire. And.that is very necessary o
have that look for the public in order for us to restore
some confidence in fellow law enforcement and also
for the American public to feel that we've dooe our
Job. That they've really seen this. But if you're
talkhgspeu’ﬁnﬂynbmthhquuﬁonofﬂmmeof
the military...:

. SAWYER. Well.lc:maskyouabmdn
question before we go to that,

REPRESENTATIVE McCOLLUM: Sure.
SAWYER: Do you believe that to the
Treasury under which the ATF resides. do you
believe that the Treasury Deparument has exhaustivety
looked through this or are things still being held from
the American peopie?

REPRESENTATIVE McCOLLUM: Well.
[ think the Treasury's done a very good job on the
surface, at least of pumting a chronicle on it. [ think
that they put their own spin out there and | believe
that when you see the bearings unfold over the pext
few days, you're going to see quite a bit of
information come out that is not in the Treasury
report. That is, 0ot to say, that they didn't work
very hard at it. They were critical of some folks thar.
maybe they shouldn't have been and there's probably
some peopie back at Treasury that shooid be
criicized. Our objective is going to be mmiti-faceted.
whmweholdthaehmgswu'ymbmgmmof
these facts.

And the primary concern that { have beyond
the question of simply bringing the facts out is
assessing who is at fault is to look at the question of
when do we put our law enforcemenmt mea and
women at risk, under what conditions. Was this
justifiable under these circumstances w0 do the so~
called dynamic entry? [ question that and [ think the
public has 2 right to have that kind of question asked.
And then the question of the civil liberties of the
many people who were inside thar Compound who
were not accused of a crime.

David Koresh was potenriaily somebody who
deserved to have an arrest warrant on him and
potentially somebody the search warrant couid be
directed at. But you put at risk those folks very earty
on with some potentiaily poor judgment.

SAWYER: Congressman, the United States

. laws keep a fire wail between the military and law

caforcement. They do pot allow the military o
become law enforcement — become involved in law
enforcement operations except for some very specific
exceptions. One of them is a drug connection of
some kind, Do you suspecs that this drug connection
was jimmed so that the ATF could have military
assistance?

REPRESENTATIVE McCOLLUM: Weil,
I'm suspicicus that the drog connection was,.if you
call it, jimmed up, at least emphasized in order to gee
the . military to pay the cost of it. [ believe;
technically speaking, the military can't be invoived in
enforcing civilian law but they can give the ATF and.
other- law enforcement agencies training- withoue
some equipment but they can't be forced to pzy for
these costs unless there is a drug comnection. The
methamphetamine iah apparentty, some portion of it,
or some indication, may have exised pre-Koresh
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-looking at.
hearings. We may, yet, find that there is such a:

before he took over the cult several years before the
raid. ['ve seen, so far. no indication from what
we've unearthed, that there was any real foundation
for conciuding that it still existed at the time other
mmdynamx‘cemyumeﬁmsm.‘\‘r?wumuy
But that's why we're holding the

conmection. -
SAWYER: Mr. Higgins, Tom Cash-is 2
fom:rspedﬂageuinchaxgeoimeMiamiofﬁceof
the DEA. Hé was on World News Tonight talking
about this,, He said if there'd beem a
could have been: exploded by the kind of arack you
did. So, even there were a methamphetamine lab
there, you went about it in a disastrousty stupid way.
MR. HIGGINS: Weil, I know Tom Cash
and 1'd be very surprised if he said it exacdy that
way. First of all, Tom doesn't know what the entire

raid plan was. Secondly, [ think that was factored in

and the fact that DEA was notified. Because if there
had been a methamphetamine lab there, they would
have beea called on for assistnce because those are
dangerous sites in terms of gathering evidence. So I
—~ that [ coordinated with DEA. [ dom't kmow
whether Tom knows that or not. ['d be very
surprised if he made those kinds of statemens.

SAWYER: Can you understand, Mr.
Higgins, why so many American people ook at this
and listen to this and they say let me get this straight.
The reason that you wene to the military is because
you had some infra-red photos that suggested there
thight be something burning down there. It could be
an oven, it could be a Bunsen Burner, it could be
anything.  And you've got some bad reports, not very
reliable reports, that some of people inside there
might have been involved in drug activities at some
time. Let's prety thin gruel.

MR. HIGGINS: Well, it started the other-

way around, Forrest, in all faimess. [t started with
the. indication from a former resident of somebody

bezz g b in thete. He thought that that lab had
never been brought.out. That it was sill there.
Later, they did the flyovers and sponed something
that could potentially indicate that.. That was - you
know - | think what we‘re doing now is making that
a major focus of the investigation and of the raid and
it was, for lack of a better word, a very minor focus.

. SAWYER:. Is it going to be a major focus
at your hesrings,

Congressman?
REPRESENTATIVE McCOLLUM: Well,.

we're going to bring it up. But I don't know that it's
going to be the major focus. [ think the real focus
here, as far as ATF is concerned, is why did they go
in there in the first place and make this dynamic entry
or siege; Why didn't they wait longer? What was

the urgency? What was the threar? [ don't see 2
shred of evidence that [ can find so far that shows
that there was some threat to the American public or
the people outside that Compound that David Koresh
and his group posed at the time they wemx in and
made this partcular raid plan, this huge assanit with
all this training of the Green Berets and so forth, It
jm-ﬁmmmuhm' it doem't
make sense. ’

- SAWYER: Congressman, that's an awfaily
good question. We're going to leave it right there.
When { come back. I'm going to ask Mr. Higgins
that question. '

>0 o - COPv—

SAWYER: Former ATF Director, Steve
Higgins, the question that was on the table before we
went to a break just a moment ago is why in the
world did you have to do ail of this in the first place..
Couldn't you have found an easier way w0 go about
what you had to do? . .

MR. HIGGINS: Believe me, [ fear 2 lot of
peopie think, including myseif, obviously we wied to
develop the safest way to do. Now, I know in
retrospect, seeing what happened, the fact that the
raid tipped, it dida't happen that way. But we
thought this was the safest way to do it given
Koresh's predictability about bow he would reace to
service of the warrsm by ATF. And for Bill
McCollum to ride, then, on the same side of an issoe
and on a different side of an issue before in the past,
for him to say he does not sce anything which
indicates this group posed any danger to society, [
think just ignores a very long hearing that his
committee had. And also the Treasury report. These
were potemmially dangerous, violent people. And I -
think their actions that day show that, So to say that
there was no evidence that these were going to be
dangerous people, I think is simpty not the fact..

SAWYER: Congressman?

REPRESENTATIVE McCOLLUM: Well,
let me respond by saying that [ don't doubet for a
mimne Mr. Higgins' comments about there-being
poterxially dangerous people. But not at that
momenz, oot in the sense that you had to have-the
dynamic eatry or you had to have the assagit at the
particular tims that it was conducted, even within
days or perhaps, even weeks. The question thatI'm
raiging is not ons that I have the answer-for-and .l
think that's why we're having the beatings...’

But the question, in part, is that the public is
asking snd has a right to an answer when we put at
risk the law enforcement officials we put at risk in
the  ATF and the innocent people, and there-were-
soms people in that Compound, why did we do that
instead of waiting Koresh our? There's some
question as to whether or not he was going.to go
outside the Compound, or how often be did.- What
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made it so important to do this in a marer of three or

four days, three or four weeks, or cven a month?
SAWYER: You know, Congressman., there
are a lot of people who are saying look. there bave
mmofmmhmgs.yomamngmmm
have been all of these governmemt reviews, The
hndsofqummymmuﬁngmgoo&qumm~

but really they're not going to be found by sifting .

through the facts once again. That what you are

doing, at least according t0 Treasury Secretary Robert

Rubin, could be used to distort what happened in

Waco in order 10 undermine the law enforcement

officials,
REPRESENTATIVE McCOLLUM: Well,

just the opposite is the intent and the purpose. We .

need to find 2 way to be sure the American public
does not lose confidence in this law enforcement at
the federal level. And the only way we can do that
is to have an open hearing and have the process of
severai days of bearings where the public can
understand we really exhausted - we went through ail
of the questions that's been raised. Now, you're not
going to satisfy every koak or wayout group that may
be out there thinking about this with a conspiracy
theory, but I'm taiking about the vast majority of the
American public who ges bits and pieces of this at
one time. ABC's one Nightline segment, maybe sces
one otha? 3how, maybe he reads an excerpt from oa2
of these books. But it nicks the idea that it is
distorted.

I think it's important 10 law enforcement, {
think it's important o law enforcement, 1 think it's

_ important to management of our law enforcement

commmumity which my Crime Subcommittee's invoived
with, and very imporeant, [ think, in the long run, for
our instimytions a8 far making sure we have the safety
and soundness we wam to have in this syswem.

SAWYER: Mr. Higgins, are you worried
that these hearings might undermine the work of law
enforcement officials?

MR. HIGGINS: Well, no. My biggest
worty is that peopie who want to believe in the

g will contirme to believe in &, [ think
we've opened up a lot of old wounds and I know that
there were 2 lot of innocent peopie who died the day
of the fire. And there were four ATF agents who
died the day of the raid and a lot maore injured. [
think we reopens those: wounds that have trying to
heal over 8 period of time. But I don't want to
indicats that — tha American public, obviously, has a
right to know and I hope that they'll learn something
from the hearings... I'm fuxt a Litle skeptical in terms
of the timing, that's all..

SAWYER: Congressman, we began this.
talking about the military involvement in the Waco
operation which now appears to be more extensive
than we had thought. . There-is a counter-terrorism

bill which is before Congress right now in which the

military’s involvemem in law enforcement operations
comdbcexpnﬂedlodﬂlwhmuﬁsm. [sthisan
appropriate role for the military.

REPRMI'ATNEM@COILUM Avery
minor expansion. if any at all. We aiready had the
military involved in an advisory capaciry with regard
to nuclear wespons. This would invoive chemrical
and biological and that's very much an important
aspect when it comes to terrorism.  They wouid not
be given any law enforcement authority. They would
not be given any authority greater, really, than they
already have. . :

SAWYER: I've got about 10 seconds: You
think they should have no more suthority than they
have?

REPRESENTATIVE McCOLLUM: No, I
don't think they shouid bave more authority than they
have. Notfotdmhwgnfm

SAWYER: Gentiemen, [ thnkyonvery
much for taiking to us. ‘

Mr. Hzgms.CnnmnMcConm.we‘n
talk to yonagxm.l’msuxe ‘
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Gb X % % own?

. s First of ull, we huve Lo mee vhat coumes cvul ot

1his Londun meeting, vhat the chiefs of Deiense stafil decide.

They’re going tu come out vith & plan tu meke @& real strenglh in Llhe

.ground force. 1i’s going to invoulve & reinforcement of the grouund
trouups -- not the U.S. ground trouops; British end French. They may

require assistance froum the U.S. in trensporting those troups. And
i’s going to involve @ much more vigorous use of air.

Depending on vhat comes out of that and depending on the
extent of U.8. resources, U.S. commitwents invoulved, the president
may feel obliged to go to Congress iu get permission. 1ln any event,
we will gu to Congress and consult vith them sbout vhat ve’re doing.

MR. BRINKLEY: One thing is not clear to me, maybe not to
sowme of our listeners. We are told that if ve lift the arms embargo,
the European countries already there will pull out. Vhy? BHecsuse
they think then the Bosnians will not need their help? VWhat’s Lhe --
wvhat is this?

A The forces are there today in a peacekeeping
role. They’re there to keep the combatanis separated, not as part --
one side of the var., 1f we start sending arms into Bousniae, ve are
taking sides, ve have taken sides with the Bousnian governmenti, and ve
huve therefore defeated Lhe basic premise on vhich the peacekeeping

force is there. 1n thast case, the peacekeeping forces will pull out.

MS. ROBERTS: But, Mr. Secretary, haven’t we slready said --

1 wmean, 1 knov that the U.N. mmbasssdor, Nedeleine Albright, has seaid

ihat ve nuv do see the Serbs us the aggressor, so to some degree, wve
have ulready taken sides. And vhile this vhole conversstion is going
on, the Serhs are spparently, sccording to sll reports, committiing
rucities in vhat vere safe havens that the United Netions, with our
upport, said wvould bhe safe snd people would be safe in. 1 mean, can
the United States continue having the Serbs just thumb their noses at
W.S. policy?

/ The United States has to conaider vhat its real
alternetives are. The one alternative which 1 menticned is fixing
that 7roblem, correcting the injustice. That truly involves sending

mamadwees 1t O omeiimed Fewwo o~ .. .
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Iew punarea waousanag .S, grouna xorcei an vnere,

* . *.' ohe other slternative is just get out sand turn our backs and
pretend that the problem doesn’t exist. I think that is worally
indefensible.

And that tekes us vwitlh the other -- the third alternative,
<hich is fixing the UNPRUFUR, making it vork, making it be @

<ETX

ABC *THIS WEEK WITH DAVID BRINKLEY® PAGE #6
@ﬁwusms :
°ST :

protectiun force. 1 bhelieve that is schievable, and that’s vhat the
chieis of the Defense steff are meeting in London as ve speak to
determine, hov best to do thst.

MR. DUNALDSON: NMr. Secretesry --

MKk. BRINKLEY: Sawm, ve have only a fev seconds lett.
MKk. DONALDSON: -- one other subject. As you knov, VWaco
heerings are beginning in Congress this veek into the assault at
sco. And one of the questions is to whet extent the\DeIen-e
spariment participeted in helping the other lav enforcement ugencies
create the usssult, the original assesult at Waco? '

lbm The militery forces, under the Pusse Cumitatus
Act, which detes back to Lhe 19th century, are nat permitied to be

purt of a lav enforcemeni operation. We have, thuugh, fur decades
provided equipmwent, provided advice to the lav entorcement agencies

and -- )
MK. DUNALDSON: Did you provide advice in this case?
SEC. PERRY: And wve did in this one, ye¢s, we did.

NK. DONALDSON: What was your advice?

@‘?s ¥ell, we provided equipment and we revieved the
plans ey had and commented on it. '

MR. DONALDSON: Which plans? 1f I could just be clear, the
ariginal plens that led to the death of the four sgents, or the Tinal
plens, ¥hich ended in such s fiery asssilt?

@ — The originsl plans.

NX. DONALDSON: And not the final one?

(/— -

NK. DONALDSON: So in the originsl sense, you approved of the
plan to -- . .

fj . Me dii nol approve af plans. Thatl’s mot our
—Dnition. Wemwmw
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was made availsble -- :

-

NK. DONALDSQON: But Lhese consultants did not."‘-.y, *All
right, ve think this is » ‘good plan, you should go in®"?

@ m No, that wvasn’t our job.

_ MK. BRINKLEY: Mr. Secretary, thank you. Thanks very msuch
4or coming. Coume again,

-« ETX

J : o _
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@“ + Thank you.

M. HRINKLEY: Coming nexi, as ve exploure vhetever optiouns
1hig country has in the only real var the vorld has at Lhe wmuwment,
our guest vill be the majority leader, Senestor Bub Dole,. Kepublican
of XKanses. 1ln s mowment.

{Announcements, ) -
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going to involve reinforcement of the ground troops
-- not U.S. ground troops, British and French, if they
may require assistance from the U.S. in transporting
those troops, and it's going to involve a much more
vigorous use of air. )

Depending on what comes out of that, and
depending on the extent of U.S. resources, and U.S.
commitments involved, the President may feel obliged
to go to Congress to get permission. In any event, we
will go to Congress and consult with them about what
we are doing.

BRINKLEY: One thing is not clear to me, maybe
not to some of our listeners. We are told that if we
lift the arms embargo, the European countries already
there will pull out. Why, because they think then the
Bosnians will not need their help? What is this?

PERRY: The forces are there today in a
peacekeeping role, they're there to keep the
combatants separated, not as part one side of the war,
If we start sending arms into Bosnia, we are taking
sides. We have taken sides with the Bosnian
government, and we have, therefore, defeated the
basic premise on which the peacekeeping force is
there. In that case, the peacekeeping forces will pull
out.

ROBERTS: But Mr. Secretary, haven't we already -

said, and I mean I know that the U.N. Ambassador,
Madeleine Albright, has said that we now do see the
Serbs as the aggressors. So to some degree we have
already taken sides, and while this whole conversation
is going on, the Serbs are, apparently according to all
reports, committing atrocities in what were safe
havens that the United Nations, with our support, said
would be safe, and people would be safe in. I mean,
can the United States continue having the Serbs just
thumb their noses at U.S. policy.

PERRY: The United States has to consider what »

it's real alternatives are. The one alternative which I
mentioned is fixing that problem, correcting the
injustice, that truly involves sending massive U.S.
ground forces in. _

We have decided not to do that, and I am perfectly
willing to debate anybody that thinks we ought to
send a few hundred thousand U.S. ground forces in
there. The other alternative is just get out and tumn
our backs, and pretend that the problem doesn't exist.
I think that is morally indefensible, and that takes us
with the other, the third altenative, which is fixing
the UNPROFOR, making it work, making it be a
protection force. I believe that is achievable, and
that's what the Chiefs of Defense staff are meeting in
London, as we speak, to determine how best to do

that, :

DONALDSON: Mr. Secretary, one other subject.
As you know, Waco hearings are beginning: in
Congress this week, into the assault at Waco, and one
of the questions is to what extent did the Defense
Department participated in helping the other law
enforcement agencies create the assault, the original
assault, at Waco? .

PERRY: The military force under the posse
comitatus act, which dates back to the 19th century,
are not permitted to be part of a law enforcement
operation. We have though, for decades, provided
equipment, provided advice, to the law enforcement
agencies ...

DONALDSON: Did you provide advice in this
one?

PERRY: In this one, yes.

DONALDSON: What was your advice?

PERRY: We provided equipment, and we
reviewed the plans they had, and commented on it.

DONALDSON: Which plans, if I could just be
clear? The original plans that led to the death of the
four agents, or the final plans, which ended in such a
fiery assault?

PERRY: The original plans.

DONALDSON: And not the final ones.

PERRY: Yes.

DONALDSON: So in the original sense, you
approved of the plan.

PERRY: We did not approve a plan. That's not
our position to approve. We had a few consultants
who reviewed their plans, gave them
recommendations how to best use the equipment
which was made available to them.

DONALDSON: But these consultants did not say,
all right, we think this is a good plan, you should go
in?

PERRY: No, that wasn't our job.

BRINKLEY: Mr. Secretary, thank you,

PERRY: Thank you.

BRINKLEY: Thanks very much for coming.
Come again. Coming next, as we explore whatever
options this country this has, in the only real war the
world has at the moment, our guest will be the

" Majority Leader, Senator Bob Dole, Republican of

Kansas, in a moment.

BRINKLEY: Senator Dole, thanks for coming.
You haven't been in that chair for a while?

DOLE: No, those flowers always stay the same.
It's remarkable. '

BRINKLEY: They're real flowers. They are not

“waxed. Anyway thanks for coming. Now, you've
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By ALAN COWELL

LECHFELD, Germany — Beyond
their training as pilots of the
Luftwaffe, Hans-Georg Bétcher and
First Lieut. Peter-Georg Stiitz have
Jitle in common = and much history
dividing them.

Mr. Bitcher, 81, was a bomber
pilot in World War 11, a hero of the

-| Third Reich decorated personally by

Hitler. He flew a staggering 658 com.
bat missions — a world record —~
and was shot down twice, but sur-
vived to fly his 1ast mission in Febru-
ary 1945, attacking a column of Al-
lied troops entering the near-defeat-
ed Germany from the Netherlands.

Lieutenant Stitz, 40, is from a
newer school. Although he was
trained to fly advanced Tornado
fighter-bombers, he is a stranger t0
combat. He has been taught to em-
brace as allies the same forces Mr.
Biitcher once bombed, and he is fn-
sistent that his flying be interpreted
as a vehicle of peace, not war.

Yet as Germany prepares to send
warplanes over Bosnia to support
United Nations forces there, the ex-
periences of the two men show how
Germany has evolved from an ag-
gressor to an uncertain enforcer of
an elusive peace.

When eight Tornados: from his
squadron deploy to an halian air
base for operations over Bosnia, pos-
sibly later this month, Lieutenant .
Stiirz could be among the first Ger-
mans to engage in aerial combat
since World War Il

And though the two men have nev:
er met, the legacy of Mr. Bitcher's’

‘ . July 17, 1995
As Germany Enters the Fray, Two Pilots Reflect an

wartime generation — stamped by
Hitler's militarism and expansion-
jsm — casts its long shadow over
Germany’s cautious revival as a na-

tion prepared to use force to influ-

ence world affairs.

Throughout the cold war, when
Germany stood at the fulcrum of
East-West confrontation, 8 German
deployment outside the area protect-
ed by the North Atlantic Treaty Or-

anization would have been unthink-
able. And since the collapse of the
Berlin wall in 1989, it has taken years
of psychological preparation for
German soldiers and civilians to get
used to the idea that German forces
can again deploy in troubled areas of
Europe, particularly the Balkans,
where Nazi troops committed count-
less atrocities. .

During the crisis in the Persian
Gulf in 1990-91, Germany balked at a
closer commitment to the Ameri-
can-lad coalition against Iraq. Even
now, the German commitment to
support the new United Nations Rap-
id Reaction Force in the Balkans —
with Tornados, transport planes,
headquarters staff in Italy and a
military field hospital in Croatia —
is cautious and limited. )

«we will never play a leading mili-
tary role,” Defense Minister Volker
Ruhe said when he visited the Torna-
do pilots at this Bavarian air base
south of Augshurg recently. ‘We will
be in the mid-field to play whatever
role we can usefully play.”

Nonetheless, the deployment of
1,500 German troops to the region —
though not to Bosnia itself — repre-
sents a turning point after a tumultu-

ous period for the military. With the
cold war over, the former West Ger-
man army has absorbed the former
East’ German army, and the total
number of troops has been cut by
one-third, to 340,000.
- Germany's military aims have
also been redefined after a ruling by
the Constitutional Court last year
permitting German soldiers to be
deployed outside the NATO area.
“Germany is no longer a front-line
state, but a state surrounded by al-
lies and partners,” the Defense Min-
istry in Bonn said in a study released
Jast month. that described Germa-
ny's strategic aims not only as de-
fense but also as “participation in
international  crisis-management
and the prevention of conflict.”
That does not seem to be interpret-
ed here or abroad as a resurgence of
militarism. “Quite the contrary,”
said Col. Andrew Duncan of the In-
ternational Institute for Strategic
Studies in London. “‘People would
like Germany to take a bigger role.”
Still, the shift does not go unchal-
tenged. An opinion survey by the
private polling institute Infas in
Bonn said about two-thirds of re-
spondents opposed sending German
combat troops to Bosnia and op-
posed the idea of Tornados’ attack-
ing Serbian missile sites, reflecting a

fear of casualties and of being drawn

into war. :

The German Tornados’ primary
mission in the Balkans will be to use
advanced detection equipment to
pinpoint  hostile radar  tracking

American and other NATO planes

' Pg. -6
Altered Military

flying close-supbon missions for

United Nations trooos. The eaujo-
menﬂncludes weapons that can Je-

stroy radar-guided missile batteries.

More hazardously, the German
Tornados would form part of the
NATO mission to extricate the Unit-
ed Nations peacekeepers, if that be-
came necessary — an.operation that
would be fraught with greater risks
of being drawn into direct hostilities.

While two-thirds of the German
Parliament voted In favor of the
deployment, some opposition Social
Democrats and Greens opposed it.
German officials often stress that
the deploymeént is locked into the
broader strategies of NATO and the
United Nations and represents a
modest step toward shedding the in-
hibitions over use of the military.

_ The German deployment to the
Balkans has angered the Serbs, who
harbor bitter memories of World
War II, when the Nazis set up the
puppet Ustashe regime in Croatia.

The German pilots see things in a
different light. “It's absurd to talk of
the Second World War,” Lieutenant
Stitz said. “We are supporting a
peace mission. We are not support-

* ing any aggressive act.”

The circumstances under which
the Germans would fire Is still un-
clear, some German pilots said,
speaking on condition of anonymity.

“If shooting can be avoided, I'm in
favor,” one pilot said. “But if I'm
threatened, I'm threatened.”

And Lieutenant Stiitz said, "'If we

Fm'. .Pg. 4
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Chirac acknowledged France's role in
assisting German occupation forces in the
deportation of Jews to Nazi death camps
during World War II, becoming the first
postwar French head of state to do so. Chirac

- delivered his speechrat a ceremony marking
" ‘s 1942 roundup of Parisian Jews by the
collaborationist Vichy regime.

Pg. 1

ALLIES...fraom Pg. = 2

Serbs. But the rapid reaction force is
only now beginning to assemble in

not provide a sufficient deterrent or
counterpunch to Serb aggression.
] think that the combination of

| those 12,000 forces, plus a really

use of NATO air, can do it,”

the NATO air.” S

Perry did not elaborate on what a
more vigarous air campaign would
entail. So far, NATO aircraft have
engaged in limited attacks on Serb
targets, as the Serbs have been

| quick to take U.N. troops hostage to

Bosnia, and Perry suggested yester-
- day that additional troops alone may

block further strikes, U.N. authori-
ties have been reluctant to approve
more extensive attacks out of fear of
endangering U.N. peacekeepers.
Perry reiterated the administra-
tion’s opposition to sending U.S.
ground combat troops to help
strengthen the U.N. force, but he

-left open the possibility that U.S. he-

licopters and other aircraft with U.S.
crews would be used to ferry French
and British reinforcements into the

he said. “But it takes the will to use ' threatened enclaves.. |

“1f this fails, if we cinnot detefminé

a plan, if we do not have. the will to

take the action necessary to strength-
en UNPROFOR, then the U.N, force
will'pull out,” the secretary said.

Barbash reported from London,
Graham from Washington.
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‘Military gave ATF suggestions
during deadly Davidian siege

THE WASHINGTON TIMES :

U.S. military officials advised
federal authorities during the

‘siege of the Branch Davidians
but were not involved in the de-
cision. to storm the compoun
near Waco, Texas, Defense Sec-
retary William Perry said yes-
terday. :

MTr. Perry, speaking on ABC'’s
“This Week," said U.S. military
forces provided equipment and

‘advice to law enforcement
authorities during the 1993

- standoff, but under law were not
a}lowed to be part of the opera-

tion.

“We provided equipment, and
we reviewed the plans they had
and commented onit,’ N_lr. Perry

said. - .

" He said the military reviewed
and commented only on plans
for the first raid by Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
agents, in which four agents
were killed. The military had no
input on the FBI-led assault that

"fed to the fatal conflagration, he-

said. R
“We did not approve of plans.
That's not our position, to ap- -

prove” Mr. Perry said. “We had
a few consultants who reviewed
their plans, gave them recom-
mendations how to best use the
equipment which was made
available” o

Federal agents used special
tanks fitted with battering rams,
instead of cannon, on their tur- .

rets to break holes in the com-

pound’s buildings. The vehicles
then were able to shoot CS anti-

- riot gas into the buildings in an

effort to drive out the occupants.
Several armored vehicles and
three National Guard helicop-
ters also were used during the
siege. . :
The military's role at Waco is
expected to be the subject of

-congressional hearings.set t

begin tomorrow. - -
— Bill Gertz

Pg.10

3 : — 3

_z 0018566 o




The WashingtonTimes — NATION

Z 0014232

|



Tasty pie or spicy stew, hearings
find Democrats with no appetite

By Laurie Kellman
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The Whitewater and Waco
hearings, which open this week,
are two pieces of a pie Repub-
.licans are

counting on
NEWS serving to vot-
ANALYSIS ers next year

- in their bid to
reclaim the White House and
strengthen control of Congress.
. For Democrats, it's some-

thing of a stew. But whatever it's
called, it's likely to be served up
hot and spicy.

The hearings, expected. to
stretch into fall, will reprise in
the news several of the most
damaging moments of Presi-
dent Clinton’s administration,
and perhaps offer new ones.

The Waco and Whitewater
hearings, says Nelson Warfield,
spokesman for Senate Majority

see HEARINGS, page A10

S

HEARING

From page Al :

Leader Bob Dole’s presidential
campaign, “point to a pattern of
failure that goes to poor perform-

ance'in office, bad judgment by
key administration officials, and -

more important, they stoke con-
cern about this man’s character.”

_ Others agree. “Both of them
point to abuses of power by gov-
ernment, which tends to work to
Mr. Clinton’s disadvantage be-
cause his party is seen as the party
of government,” says Craig Shirley,
a Republican consultant.

-The hearings aren't without risk
to the Republicans. Democrats say
voters will see the hearings as po-
litical dog-and-pony shows de-

-signed to bring' down a Demo-
cratic president whose 1992
election interrupted a string of Re-
publican victories. .

“You need to look at the pres-
ident's record; it's not a pattern of
failure, it's a pattern of success,’
says White House spokeswoman
Mary Ellen Glynn. “The president
has worked very hard to make the
economy grow, to create jobs, to
promote education and training,
and to pass a very tough crime bill.
Those are the kinds of -things
Americans care about.” .

Undisputed is the advantage the

prolonged publicity will give the
Republicans. Following the Senate
Whitewater hearings, which begin

tomorrow, the House will open

similar sessions in August.
The House Waco hearings,

which open Wednesday; will be fol-

lowed by Senate hearings on the
siege in September. - o
* Moreover, Sen. Orrin G. Hatch
on Friday announced that the Judi-
‘ciary- Committee would begin
hearings on allegations, first re-
ported in The Washington Times,
that Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms ageiits, among oth-
ers, have long held whites-only
recreational retreats. °

The House leadership plans to
hold hearings on the future of the
ATF in the fall, Both chambers
also plan to hold fall hearings on
the ATF’s botched siege of. white

separatist Randall Weaver’s fam--

ily in Ruby Ridge, Idaho. His un-
armed wife was slain as she stood
in the doorway of their home.
Larry Potts, the No. 2 official at
the FBI, who oversaw the Ruby
Ridge and Waco disasters, was
transferred from his job on Friday.
He is expected to testify this
month before the House joint com-
mittee investigating the Wacoraid.
The Clinton administration has,
at times, scoleded Republicans for
holding hearings into the 1993 raid
onthe Branch Davidian compound

“.--pound when

near Waco, Texas. . .
The 51-day siege began with a
botched raid in which four federal
agents and six Branch Davidians

. were killed. It ended April 19 with
- *the deaths of more than 80 Branch
- Davidians, including several small
*.children, who were in the com-
it burned to the

ground. -~
. Treasury Secretary Robert E.

" Rubin earlier this month pre-

dicted the hearings on Waco would
amount to a witch hunt, orches-
trated by the gun lobby, and would
encourage “right-wing extrem-
ists™ who condemn the raid.
Attorney General Janet Reno
disagreed, saying she believed the
Waco hearings, which begin in the
House on Wednesday, would be
“fair and thorough.” L
i . Tomorrow, a special Whitewater

—— s @ e emapaen . wme e e ee -

committee opens three days of -

hearings on the failure of an Ar-
kansas savings and loan linked to
President and Hillary Rodham
Clinton. The facts, dealing with the
fine print of loans and the work-
ings of the banking industry, are
likely to be far less under-
standable to the public than the
‘blood and fire of Waco, but Repub-
licans think Whitewater is more
likely to taint the Clintons person-
ally once the episode is fully un~
derstood. .

“We are talking about their

@ {9
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Attorney General Janet Reno
believes the hearings will be fair.

character and the propensity for
truth-telling of the people they
surround themselves- with” says
one Democratic consultant. “Our
best hope is that the public doesn't
focus on it because it's banking
and it's boring " .
Led by Sen. Alfonse M. D'Ama-
t6, New York Republican, the com-
mittee will focus on suspected
“contradictions” in testimony con-
cerning information leaked to the

‘White House on a government

probe of Madison Guaranty Sav-
ings and Loan Association. .

Federal regulators closed Madi-
son in 1989 at a cost to taxpayers
of $50 million, The thrift was
owned by James B: McDougal,
partner with the Clintons in White-
water Development Corp., an
Ozarks vacation resort project
that also failed. Madison and
Whitewater have since become
key focuses of an investigation by
independent counsel Kenneth W,
Starr. .

Key questions to be asked by the
panel include: ‘

® Who removed Whitewater pa.
pers from the office of White
House Counsel Vincent W, Foster
Jr. on the night he was found in
Fort Marcy Park in suburban Vir-

ginia, dead of a gunshot wound °

which the Park Police say was self-
inflicted, :
o Did two senior White House

‘aides — George Stephanopoulos

and Harold Ickes — lie during

hearings in August about what

they did when they learned the
Resolution Trust Corp. would ap-

point Jay B, Stephens, former Re-.

publican U.S. attorney for the Dis-

trict of Columbia, as” outside .

counsel on Madison? .
. ®Was former Associate At-
torney General Webster L. Hub-
bell, who was sentenced last
month to 21 months in prison for

mail fraud and tax evasion, in-
volved in the leak of confidential
information on the government
probe? Did he obstruct the inves-
tigation to protect the Clintons?
Translating that into campaign
sound bites will be no easy task,
consultants acknowledge.,
“Whitewater is a complex issue
and more difficult to use polit-
cally — although people do under-
stand grand juries and subpoenas
and indictments,” says Mr. Shirley.
“For Clinton, Waco is a tougher is-
sue to fight ... because it's easily

understood. It is about an over- |-

zealous agency that really grossly
abused its power, and as a result 22
children died at the hands of the
government.” .

Under particular fire this week
will be the ATF, which executed

.the original raid despite evidence

that it had lost the element of sur-
prise. In addition to questioning
the supervisor who made that de-
cision, Republicans also will try to

elicit testimony on who gave the )

order to flood the compound with
tear gas, of a type forbidden by

{international agreement for use in

war, that could have been lethal to
children. . I T T
Rep. Bill Zeliff, New Hampshire
Republican and co-chairman of
the committee holding the hear-
ings, has said he believes the order
may have come from Hubbell.

- - AP
Smoke and flames engulf the Branch Davidian compound near Waco, Texas, after the FBI launched its attack.

Hererae~
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'WACO QUESTIONS

The special House panel probing the Waco siege and raids is .
expected to ask:

B Did the affidavit the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms used -
to justify a search of the Branch Davidian compound outside Waco,
Texas, contain false statements? A Washington lawyer and weapons -
expert said a review of the affidavit, written by agent Davy Aguilar,
shows no probable cause to arrest cult leader David Koresh or search

the property. ) :
B Why did ATF agents initiate a confrontation instead of wailing to '
arrest Koresh outside the compound? Local sheriff's deputies -
previously confronted Koresh on criminal complaints and never
repotedaproblem. . -~

_—__—_____—_——’_—'—_—_
W Why did ATF supervisors order the Feb..28, 1993, raid to continue
despite warnings that Koresh and his followers knew it was coming? An |’ !
ATF undercover agent in the compound told supervisors the raid was
compromised when a sect member told Koresh the agents were
coming. ' e

W Who was responsible for starting the %unfight when 100 ATF agents
stormed the compound to arrest Koresh’? Agent Rolland Ballesteros

told Texas Rangers the first shots came from agents who shot dogs at ;
the compound, but he testified during the trial of the nine Davidians that |, !

sect members fired first.

B Why did the FBl insert tear gas into the compound and demolish the
buildings after negotiating for 51 days, and who made-the decision? .,
Although tanks were used to push in the wooded buildings, Attomey
General Janet Reno has described the FBI plan not as an attack, but .
as an effort 1o safely extricate the Davidians. ~ oLl

______________________—-———————-—" .
B Did any government actions during the April; 19, 1993 FBI raid result ,
in the death of civilians — including children.-— as suggested Dr. i
Alan A. Stone, a Harvard University professor of psychiatry an law :
hired by the Justice Depariment to review the rald?. . . . pbee s - i
W What was the impact of the CS gas on the Davidians, especially the .
children, and what justifications were given to'Miss Reno-and by whom -

that it would be safe? Some chemical experts have saidthegas— - §
panned for military use — would have created a “final hell” for the. - " ¢~ <. '
children. ) s e e et e .yt iR {
# Did the CS gas contribute to the spread of the flames, even it the fire’

was started by the Davidians? Chemical experts, including those & 7
writing for Army manuals, believe there is a significant risk of  »*
flammability from CS particulates. . ¢l “. - Lot il
B Why did Miss Reno decide April 19 was the day the Davidians " L' .
needed to be flushed from the compound and that further negotiations: - |’ i
would not work? She has given ditferent reasons the past two years to _
justify the raid, including claims of child abuse and concems that the
FBI's hostage rescue team was tired. :

B Were federal authorities aware that allegations of child abuse against
Koresh had been investigated and dismissed by state authorities? - ~v... ..

W Did the FBI find illegal weapons at the Davidian compound, and, if- .

so, why were they not presented during the Davidians’ trial? Miss Reno -
has said 48 machine guns were found at the compound, but16 have ™ 3} |
vanished and the others were not introduced as evidence orgivento -1 |
the defense to examine. - . . ' SRR

. .
@ What role did President Clinton play in the decision to allow-the FBI
raid to proceed? The White House has sald the president was briefed
but that the decision to go ahead was Miss Reno's. Others have :
suggested Mr. Clinton p ayed a much more active role and was briefed .
by Associate Attorney General Webster L. Hubbell, a longtime fiend. | |

B Did the FBI dismiss Koresh's religious beliefs as “Bible babble” and '
order the raid despite being told he was “within a few da¥s' of - - .
surrendering? James D. Tabor, associate professor of re igious studies
at the University of Ne.rth Carolina, said the raid came after FB! officials’
were told by their own negotiators that continued pressure tactics would
be counterproductive. S, i .

B Why has the White House refused to give the special House panel
many of the documents relating to its involvement in the raid?

e

—
The Washington Times
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YACO CHRONOLOGY

fay 1992: The Sheriff's Department of McLennan County, Texas,

ylorms the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms that United

sarcel Service has reported delivering dummy grenades, explosive
owder and suspicious firearms to members of the Branch Davidian
sligious sect outside of Waco, ATF begins an investigation.

‘eb. 28, 1993: Four federal agents are killed and 16injuredina
S-minute shootout as police and federal agents attempt to serve arrest
nd search warrants on David Koresh, leader of a religious sect called
ne Branch Davidians — a group of about 130 men, women and ]
+hildren said to have stockpiled illegal weapons and explosives. Koresh:
yromises 1o release two children every time radio stations play his |
eligious messages. Four children leave the compound. !
farch 1: Authorities negotiate but bring in a convoy of Bradley fighting |
«ehicles, armored personnel carmiers, helicopters and heavily ammed . :
stficers to the oad to the compound. Six more children are released.
Warch 2: In a 58-minute taped message broadcast on several radio
and TV stations, Koresh says: “l, David Koresh, agree upon the
:roadcasting of this tape to come out peacefully with all the people
mmediately” A total of 18 children and two adults have been released. |
Warch 4: Two more children are released, for a total of 20 children and
wo adults released. Eighteen children, 47 women and 43 men remain
nthecompound. - T

March 7: Koresh refuses a compromise that would have ended the
stalemate. ) )

March 16: Koresh's top lieutenants — Steve Schneider and Wayne
Martin — meet with government negotiators for the first time.

March 19: Koresh asks for "a little more time.” .
March 20: The FBI says negotiations have improved, and the standoft
will end soon. ' ’
March 28: The FBI says it fears sect members have signed suicide
pacts. s ) .
March 31: The FBI shuts down all negotiations with the Branch
Davidian sect. .
April 4: Koresh says he will end the standoff after Passover.
April 9: Koresh says they have no plans to come out after Passover.
‘An aide says six sect members were killed in the raid. '

ril 14: Koresh promises fo surrenaer after decoding the seven seals
{for the Bible's Book of Revelation.

April 19: FBI agents in an amored vehicle smash the compound’s
buildings and pump In tear gas. The Justice Department says cult
‘members set fires, causing the compound to bum to the ground.

April 20: President Clinton calls for an investigation into the federal

raid on the Branch Davidian compound.
April 28: Attomey General Janet Reno testifies at a House Judiciary !
hearing, defending her role in the Waco affair. - 1
Sept. 28: Stephen Higgins resigns as ATF director. !

Sept. 30: Treasury Secretary Lioyd Bentsen announces the results of”

a five-month Treasury Depariment probe into the raid. It says the raid
was doomed from the start because of the failure of key field.
supervisors.

Oct. 8: The Justice Department issues a report defending the FBI

ha dling of the siege at Mount Carmel and blaming the atal fire on the
Davidians themselves. i

July 19, 1995; Two House subcommittees begin investigatory’ 1
hearings into Wag:o incident, |

m—

COUNTDOWN . - - '

The federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firea
y rms and the FB
:‘n A%::l 19,,1993, ended the 51-day standoff with David Koresh at!u
ST Toa ors o 50 Stnda i e Seuan oo
. off at the d
outside Waco, Texas. Times are CDT, loc::la tr;::all): uc;l:rtcompoupc

Sunday, April 18: - . )

.» Attomey General Janet Reno has a 15-minute telephone i
.:wuth. President Clinton, giving him a detailed presentgtion o??r?g%rlsaﬁ“g;
ending the standoff. She also tells the president that negotiators had

‘given up hope of ending the siege by talking. -
“'The'president sk ns"Ba’on‘. 3 pla ss:Reno
g'o'—ahgad.‘  slgns'oht Ht’he p'I:an. anq Nﬂss-Reno gives the FBI the
Monday, April 19: . .. ... . .
About 5:50 a.m. — Federal agents call the compound and inf |
. members to give up or they will assed. A o orm cul
compound reportedly hangys up. s , persan ins[de the

About 6:04 a.m. — An armored vehicle smashes through a front wall
" of the compound just left of the front hargtoer
"high and 10 fogt via e o ort QOorl leaving a hole about 8 feet
o:30 a.m. — Miss Reno goes to FBI headquarters to monitor events in
6:55 a.m. — Authorities call Hill i i  Waca
toA%e 2. aalen.i o ‘1“. f.'l ':‘.,',_’;‘?"ef'.,a.??f@ Medical Center in Waco
out 8 a.m: —'An armoreéd vehicle with a large battering arm ri
into the second floor of compound, and minutesglater anothger holgeg
at;r':%r;:g Into thg back of ghq compound. Armored vehicles then
About 9:20 a.m. — An amored vehicle retums to the com ’
bashes another hole in the front wall, taking out the front doggund and
;\!:o'out 10'a.m. — A chemical iritant is sprayed into the compound.
- 10:30 a.m. — FBI agent Bob Ricks says the ramming of building and
use of the irritant was intended as the *next logical step” {o end the
standoff. Mr. Ricks says the agents in the armored vehicles were met

..with shots from inside the compound but did not retum fire and says no

.0_2% wais ;r;ltérgd' - . _ .

“About 11:30 a.m, — i

“buiidnge, . f\rmc.:ref! vehicles con_glnue battering cult _
. 12:15 p.m. — Flames and smoke pour from compound. A person s

seen on the roof. Strong winds fan the fire. .

" 12:28 p.m. — A person with hands raised walks to an armored .
vehicle and appears to surrender. A second person appears to come
out of compound, dragging something - possibly another person — .
toward the armored vehicle. Fire has destroyed much of the compound.

12:30 p.m. — Parts of the roof collapse. .
12:38 p.m. — Firetrucks arrive at the compound.
ﬁ: ag.sin;.e-asr-;egﬁ(?l.aumomi?: say eight survived and presume a
ife” among the remaining cult members. C
Koresh is among those bellgeved dead. 9 * (?ult leadgr
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| Whitewater, Waco hear

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Those looking for live gavel-to-
gavel :clevised coverage of the

Senate Whitewater hearings,

which get under way tomorTow,
will find it on public television. ;

-

Viewers in the Washington area .

will be able to watch the hearings
on WETA, Channel 26. p
WETA announced it will also be

of the House Waco aversight hear-
ings, starting Wednesday. The sta?

tion will provide full-day coverageé °

of the Waco hearings when there
are no Whitewater hearings. .
The Whitewater hearings are

slated to run. Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays from'

9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. The Waco hear-
ings will last eight days, beginning

WETA will provide live cover-

: - age of the Whitewater hearingson

the days they occur. It will then

show taped highlights of themorn- .,

ing’s Waco hearings before start-

ing live coverage of the afternoon .
- proceedings.

C-SPAN, the network that pro- .
. vides viewers with live and com-
plete coverage of House and Sen- -
. ate sessions, will not offer much in
providing live afterncon coverage. ’

the way of live coverage of the
Whitewater hearings.

“We’'ll run the hearings live until’

the House comes in . . . everything

_ dependson whenthe House comes -
in, since we're committed to cover-. ::

ing the House,’ said C-SPAN
spokeswoman Monique Llanos.
That means there will be no live

. coverage of the hearings tomor-

row, C-SPAN spokesman David

_womoot said, . since House pro-

ceedings beginat 9 am.— half-an
hour before the Whitewater hear-
ings. .

- However, C-SPAN" will tape the
hearings, to be aired in full when
the House adjourns, Ms. Llagos
said.

. Since adjournment time is abig
unknown, Ms. Llanos acknowl-
edged viewers could be forced to
stay up till the wee hours of the
morning to watch the hearings on
C-SPAN. Last week some House
sessions didn't break until mid-

‘pight._ :!

On Wednesday and Thursday,
the House does not meet until 10
a.m., which would allow C-SPAN to

provide live coverage of the first

30 minutes of the Whitewater

"hearings.

ings to get TV coverage

By Joyce Price “iuasmmamx from 9 a.m. to S p.m.

CNN “won't be covering the
hearings live,” said network
spokeswoman Paige Prill. Never-
theless, she said, “We definitely
will be cutting into” regular pro-
gramming for big developmentsin
the hearings. “We’ll also be provid-
ing news updates during the news
hour” she said.

As for the other networks, NBC
spokeswoman Heidi Pokorny said
NBC will “not be going live” with
the hearings. “We'll be covering
them as a news item” on the eve-
ning news, she said.

CBS, ABC, and Fox also will fol-
low that path, officials said.

_ “There will be no live coverage or

regularly-scheduled cut-ins,’ said
ABC spokeswoman Terry Everett.

. “However, as News warrants, we

will break in” with updates.

Z 0014237
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Vaco slaughter comes under scrutiny of House

y Jerty Seper

nd Laurie Kellman
1E WASHINGTON TIMES

The House, led by Republicans,
kes a closer look this week at the
eadly raid on the Branch David-
n compound near Waco, Texas.

A Si-day standoff ended in
eath by fire for 80 members of
1e cult, including 22 children.

Hearings begin Wednesday be-
yre joint subcommittees of the
udiciary and Government Re-
yrm and Oversight committees —
mid charges by critics that
gents of the Bureau of Alcohol,
obacco and Firearms (ATF) be-
an an unprovoked assault on the
smpound, and that the FBI used
nnecessary lethal force.

“This will be an exhaustive ex-

NGTON, D.C., MONDAY, JULY 17, 1995 s+

" Renoiscalled

to explain use -
of CS tear gas

amination of the Waco tragedy so
that at the conclusion of the hear-

ings, the American public will feel -
.they have all the answers,’ says

Rep. Bill McCollum, Florida Re-
publican, chairman of the Judi-
ciary crime subcommittee.

Says Rep. Bill Zeliff, New’

Hampshire Republican, chairman
of the Government Reform and
Oversight national security sub-
committee: “We will come to these

hearings with an open mind, yet -

we intend to be tough, credible and

fair”

The hearings, which will be
broadcast nationally, will focus on
an array of high-profile witnesses,
including: :

e Attorney General Janet Reno,
who approved an FBI plan to use
tanks and tear gas in an unsuccess-
ful attempt to end the slege.

e Former. Associate Attorney
General Webster L. Hubbell, who
was sentenced last month to 21
months in federal prison on un-
related cliargess as part of the
Whitewater probe, and who was
assigned to oversee the govern-
ment strategy from the White
House.

e Former White House Counsel
Bernard W. Nussbaum, who was

see WACO, page All

o
/ S22
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* Muss Reno has said
that she would not

From page Al

briefed on the standoff and met
;.vith'President Clinton concerning

t. .
e Stephen Higgins, former ATF
director, who was forced to resign
after the ATF raid, and John
Magaw, his successor.

e Ronald K. Noble, Treasury un-
- dersecretary who oversees ATF
and was responsible for much of
the government'’s review of the
ATF raid.

The hearings come at a time
when public-opinion polls show
that approval of government'’s ac-
tion at Waco is down, plummeting
from 80 percent just afterthe final
FBI assault on April 19, 1993, to
barely 40 percent now.

Agents investigating the April
19 bombing of the Alfred P Mur-
rah Federal Building in Oklahoma
City say the blast was retaliation
for the FBI raid at Waco two years
to the day earlier. The suggested
linkage has prompted a furious
campaign for Waco hearings by
critics who say the two events in-
dicate growing fear and loathing
of federal law-enforcement.

Undisputed is the role the Okla-
homa City bombing played in the
timing of the hearings. In January,

Mr. Zeliff and Mr. McCollum sep- |

arately proposed to House leaders
that Waco hearings be held some-
time in the future, but the bomb-
ing “sped up the process,” senior
Republican sources say.
Still, senior Republican mem-
.bers are ‘“moving mountains” to
ensure that the Waco hearings not
be taken as rationalization of the
Oklahoma City bombing, or ap-
pear as pandering to radical mili-
tia members. Senior Republican
leaders say that a cool examina-
tion of the facts will nevertheless
expose Waco as a debacle to the
satisfaction of nearly everyone. .
The government’s presence at
the Branch Davidian compound
began Feb. 28, 1993, when ATF
agents sought a “dynamic entry”
— the term for breaking down the
doors or walls — to serve an arrest
warrant on cult leader David
Koresh for weapons violations. In-
stead, a gunfight erupted and four
i‘glfnés and six Davidians were
illed. ' ’

. "The FBI was called in and over

the next S1 days attempted to nego-
tiate a peaceful surrender. Al-
though some Davidians, including -
several children, did leave the
compound, most chose to stay.

On April 19, 1993, the FBI
pumped tear gas into the com-
pound and began knocking down
some of the buildings. The com-
pound erupted into flames.

Miss Reno says the fire was
started by the Davidians, and re-
cently released tapes of conversa-
tions-inside the compound which

she: says appear to corroborate .

that charge. Miss Reno has said,
however, that she would not have .

agreed to the plan if she had |

known it would lead to so many
deaths.

Separate investigations by the :

Justice and Treasury departments
found that the FBI's actions during
the standoff and resulting raid
were flawless, while the ATF raid
was badly mishandled and should
have been called off when supervi-
sors learned the element: of sur-
prise had been lost.

A 348-page report, wnften Sy '

Justice Department and FBI ex-
ecutives, concluded that the intro-
duction of tear gas, of a sort forbid-

den in warfare, into the compound -

was justified and that the fire was
deliberately set by Davidians.

An accompanying report by for-
mer Justice official Edward S.G:
Denis Jr., who was asked to evalu-
ate the federal govéernment's han-
dling of the Branch Davidian

standoff, said the FBI exhibited

“extraordinary restraint and han-
dled the crisis with great profes-
gionalism.” .
Later, a Treasury Department
report said the ATF raid was
doomed from the start because of

have agreed to the
plan if she had
known it would lead
to so many deaths.

and five ATF officials, including
three top executives in Washing-
ton,, 'were removed from their
posts. Two later were reinstated.

/Sixty-one of the ATF's 76 agents
involved in the raid — aware they
“were outgunned — — knew the
Davidians had been alerted they
were coming but followed the or-
ders of field supervisors Charles
D. Sarabyn, who ran the Branch
Davidian probe, and Phillip J.
Chojancki, who headed the Hous-
ton ATF office. .

Agents Sarabyn and Chojancki
have been called to testify before
the joint subcommittee.

A key issue will be the impact of
the use of CS tear gas on the
Davidians, mainly the children,

and what justifications were given -

to Miss Reno and by whom that it
would be safe. Some chemical ex-
perts have said the gas would have
created “a final hell” for the chil-
dren and they would not have been
able to escape the flames. *

* During recent hearings before
the Senate Judiciary Committee,

Miss Reno said she asked specifi- ,
cally before the FBI raid what the
impact of the CS gas would be on_~

the -children and was told by‘@
* a.civilian scientist

with the Army, there would be no

permanent effect.

“Prior toits use ... said, ‘What )

‘about the children? What about el-
derly people? What effect could it
have? Could it have a permanent
effect on-anyone?’ The FBI made

thie failure of key field supervisors arrangements for me to meet with
M. .. and he con-
. ‘ cluded that it would not have a per-

manent effect.” She said inquiries
with other experts are continuing.

Asked by Sen. Arlen Specter,
Pennsylvania Republican, if she
would use CS gas again, she re-

. plied: “No, sir What I would do

would be to see what the latest in-
formation is, look at it all over
again, and make the best judgment
th.it I could based on the inquiries.
that we have made.”
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TUESDAY, JULY 18, 1995

uestions Smo.

By Richard Leiby ‘
Washington Post Stal Writer

i3 n the FBI situation room on April 19, 1993, the
B4 nation’s top federal law enforcement officials

< \vatched their television sets in horror as flames *
tore through Mount Carmel Center near Waco, Tex.

A high-ranking agent summarized the FBI's reaction:

this way: “Oh my God, they’re killing themselves!”

When it comes to the siege of Waco, federal
officials have long held that they did the best they
could under difficult circumstances, but that the

. tragic result—more than 80 Branch Davidians died
in the conflagration—was inevitable,

“Probably the most important observation that can
be made about the Waco standoff is that after all is said
and done, after all the analysis, investigations, hearings
and so forth, nothing would have changed the outcome
because those inside had no intention of leaving,” the
Justice Department’s final report states.

But volumes of new evidence—including the
accounts of witnesses in the 8,000-page court record
established during the trial of 11 survivors, three new
books, and more than 14,000 pages of documents
released under the Freedom of Information
Act—suggest that there remain many unanswered
questions about the government’s conduct during one

- of the largest, longest and deadliest Jaw enforcement
operations in the nation’s history. ‘ .
See WACO,A6,Col 1

.
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Day 51: Bureau of
Aleshol, Tobacco
and Flrearms and
Texas flags flew
over the rubble of
the Branch
Davidian
compound near
Waco, Tex,

Treasu
Condu

More Found to He

By John Mintz
 Washingion Post Stalf Writer

Treasury Secretary Re
Rubin yesterday announced
internal investigation of law
ment participation in th

“Good OI' Boys Roundips™

Tennessee, and officials ¢
edged that the Bureau of
Tobacco and Firearms was
only federal agency whose p
attended the gatherings.
Officials said they also w
amine participation at the 3
boree by a limited number
toms Service, Internal F
Service and Secret Service
harshly warning that federal
hibits employees from eng
discriminatory conduct.

Videotapes of the event

the mountain town of Ocoet
have touched off national cc
sy. They show vendors
T-shirts depicting the Rev
Luther King Jr. in gun-sig
hairs, and others, with th
“Boyz on the Hood,” showir

Monumer

New Batt]
City Divides Ov

By Peter Baker
Wastungton Post Suatf Water

RICHMOND. July 17—"
ment seemed historic. The
commission of the former ¢
the Confederacy had just de
erect the first statue of an
American on Monument .
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Béfore the fire: During the April 1993 federal assaull on the Braxch Davidian compo

und, a specially rigged A

RI00ATD.

rmy vehicle prepares to punch holes in building and to pump tear gas inside. .

In the Ruins of a Failed Federal Raid, Questions Smolder

ﬁs‘b\ymwwlﬁsimmm{ondvium

groups views, yptic or otherwise,
lu‘lm 1992, ATF officials turned 1o military com»

WACO. From AL
The siege has become a symbol of govemment abuse
{or a wide range of citi from clergy bers and

civil libertanians to gun owners—and a rallying cry for
far-nght paramulitary groups, including the men who ab
legedly were responsible for the Oklahoma City bomb-
ing. Administration officials contend the congressionaj
hearings beginning Wednesday, chaired by two Repub-
licans, are politically motivated and could undesmne
{ederal law enforcement.

But bevond the potitics of Waco, these findamemal
questions remain: Did federal officials pursue the safest
course i dealing with this well-armed group of Bible
believers? Did they fully meet their ebligation o avert
Dawid Kdresh's long-prophesied fiery endung?

Among the disputed issues the hearings wall confroat:
@ U.S. military forces may have been improperly in
vohved in planning the initial Feb. 28, 1991, rad on
Koresh's compound. To obtain mulitarv assistance,
the Bureau of Aleohol. Tubacco ang Firearms dee
seriied Mouar Casmel as the aite af a9
mnpe A

for help with surveillance of what they de-

scribed 3 2 “rufsurvivalit group” They said & sixe

:nth investigation had tumed up serious weapons vio-
tions, :

“What about drugs” an officer scrawled on a Dec. 14
request subnutted by the ATF. The question had to be
asked because of complex Deferse Department regula-
tions and federal Lias that guide the use of troops
against civikians. Primarily, the establishment of a “drug
mmnlmlmenﬁawwwdhuqmmklp

AL this vesidence. e individal s suspected of une
Lawfully being in the possession of firearms and possibly
narcotics,” states a Dec. 18 followep letter from the
ATF’s Austin office. signed by the agent i charge.

By Jan. 6, the Texas Nauona) Guard was enlisted in
the nperanon, sending radar planes over Mount Carmel,
SCANNING Ta7 %eat Foutroes et Hot spAUS"wethal muh
ML A LaIINERAT T 2 7 e i, Thee mirae

weee w0 T

scaled back, but the documents show that it still included
Green Berets helping 10 build a mock-up of the site to be
raided, installing windows to be hed during s “dy-
namic entry.” offering tactical advice on *dismounting”
from vehicles and giving classes in communications and
field medical drills. At some point, Green Berets also
posed as “suspects,” according to coe soldier’s handwrnt-
ten statement,

Lindley and other military officials are expected to
testify on whether such activities constitute a “rehearsal®
and whether mulitary equipment and personne] were en-
gaged in an “active” mode at Waco, congressional source
es said.

Ronald K. Noble, assistant secretary of the Treasury
for enforcement, said the mulitary role was entirely ap
proprute. “The kind of support that the ATF received
lromlhen'ﬁﬁuryhlhhumlulhekmdolwwgn
you'd want them to recerve.” he said. “Lives were saved
because of the assistance they ot from the mulitary.”

But eritics contend the military approach helped fo

ment the conirontation. “The Davduns, nther than Kin
ferh. were a0t even charged with a cnme,” -iq hes Nt

origina) amc.k {on Mount Carmel. She theught it w:
unnecessary, ’

The Prophet

David Koresh: “Zachariah said he saw a candle.
lamp with seven lamps, And there's two witnesses t
&he olive tree, right” '

FBlagent: “Umum.®

Koresh: “Nouw, we know that Christ is the light ¢
the world according to the New Testament. And u
know in the mount of transfiguration the kingdom ¢
God deals with Christ standing on the mount, Moss®
and Elijah standing by him, and they all three ar
one.”

Agent: *Um-hum.®

Koresh: “Thev've got one work to do. and that's &
save souls with the word of God.” -

Agent: "Um-hum,*

It went on like this for hours. divs, weeks,
ures of the FRI and the Brancn Davdians g4
CMe e it enien! e e
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’D.qumzymmmmgam to avert
. Davtdxomhslangfmp!medﬁeryemm'

the disputed issues the bearings will confront:
® U.S. military forces may have been improperly in-
wéived in planning thc initial Feb, 28, 1993, raid on
Koresh's compound. To obtain mulitary assistance,
the Bureau of Alcohol. Tobacco and Firearms de-
scribed Mount Carmel as the site of an "active methe
amphetamine lab," 3 charge supported by no substan-
tive evidence. Army Special Forces briefing papers
indicate the ATF {ully expected “civilian casualties®
in aking down" the alleged drug lab.
® The FB! commanders dealt with Koresh as a “psy-
chotic criminal” spewing “Bible babble.” and used mil-
itary-style intimidation tactics. This approach contra-
vened the advice of some of the bureau’s behavioral
experts, who wamned that pressuring and belittting
Koresh could lead to mass suicide. The FBI siso
spurned offers of mediation assistance from various
theologians and refused the Branch Davidians’ pleas
to tatk with religious scholars.
@ Despite Attorney General Janet Reno's expressed
2uncern for protecting children—more than 20 were
aside Mount Carmei—=400 rounds of controversial

ATF‘:Aminotﬁee.u'mbycheagm'

\hmdvzm!mn.lh:ATqudzdlheh»
my:SamalFm

An action “scenaria,” drawn up by Special Forces offi-
cers. outlined the plan. It a3 described as coming from
8 "DLEA” military sargon for “Drug Law Enforcement
Agency.” ‘Dl.umlowm kb it states,
“DLEA that are grobable. Casual-
muﬂkDLE&Mmmmﬂnm

Military memos, some of which were obtained by the
latiomal Security News Service under the

ZS tear gas were fired into the enct

n the ing of the final showdown. The
arer of the gas warned it should never be used in ene
<lased areas because of its potentially harmful health
stfects. Officials now concede that Reno was not pro-
sided with background material linking CS to deaths
of Palestinians and South Koreans, nor given the only

7.

wailable medical study on CS’s deletenous effecton .

ainfant.

ATF, FBI and Justice Department leaders will be
alled to defend their decision-making: Branch Davidians
nd their ad who were not d to previe
s hearings, also will testify. Federal officials no doubt
All invoke the voluminous reports prepared by the
easury and Justice departments as evidence of gove
rament soul hing and h leaning. But two
ears later, many issues surrounding Waco fall into the
ame unsatisfying category: disputed.

1t is still not clear who fired the first shot during the
TF's original raid on Feb. 28, 1993, when four agents
od five sect members were killed, nor exactly how the
e that consumed the compound April 19 got started,
dling more than 80 Branch Davidians. As in other con-
siracy-plagued historical events, evidence is missing
* has been destroyed.

No major material facts are being hidden by the gove
‘nment, insisted Richard Scruggs. the Justice Depart-

enxspam(monWaco.'umeremdmyutuese-
et, [ don't know what it is,” hesand.

he Training

ATF agents first became interested in David Koresh
May 1992. A suspicious UPS man told the local sherief
out making several deliveries of weapons, black powe
7 and empty grenade casings to the compound. The
eriff contacted federal authorities, and by tracing pur-
ase records, an ATF agent deveioped 2 case alleqng
3t Koresh—3 seli-proclaimed holy man previously
own 3s Vernbn Howell-=was converting legal semuaus
matic rifles into a stockpile of illegal (ullv automatic
sapons and tomake bve g

The ATF invesugators debriefed some sect defectors
d detractors about Koresh’s shooting and sexual hab-

National
I-‘reedomdbdmm.mmeﬂ}‘wghuhe
Green " assistance in the form o seven Bradiey
Fighting Vehicles, “ciose quarter battle” training and re-
hearsal, medical evacuation and overall planning. It also
sought three Texas National Guard helicopters, to cre-
ate 3 “diversion” when the ground assault began,

Military assistance has been common since the “war
on drugs® was expanded by Congress in the Lite 1980s,
and the ATF's request moved up the lines routinely unt
it reached Maj. Philip Lindley, an Army lawyer. He im-
mediately raised red flags, Lindley’s five-page memo.
dal:dFeb.z :53ys the ATF's plan violated federal law

and exposed the Army to “criminal as well as civil liabili-
ty.” HeakedmmeSpaualmemngmmbe
modified to eliminate “active® g “re-

hearsal of the take down.”
The threeday training session at Fort Hood was

o e e e 0 . e
Ronaid K. Noble, assistant secretary of the Treasury

&ncmumntmdlhmhury:wrmhhelpd fo-
ment the confrontation. “The Davidians, other than Ko-
resh, were not even charged with a crime,” said Joe Phils
lips.ad:lensc attorney rmseming sevenl estates and
family of dead “The risk of
damuumubuddylwmmmpemuﬁm
this assault was very high.®

1'1\:::)a was never any credible evidence that the

regimens—were invoived with drugs. The ATFs search
warmant made no mention of drugs. The undercover
ATF agent who was sent into Mount Carmel eight times
found no drug evidence,

The drug connection theory rested with the fact that
George Roden. the sect’s previous leader, had allowed
speed dealers (o operate on the property five years earii-
er, before Koresh took over the site. Koresh ejected the
mnmaudwumwmummm
lab’s remnants be carted away,

“The AFT's allegation about the methamph

God deiils Wik Chriit stamiting ow the moun’, Moses
and Euah standing by kim, and they all three are
one.*

Agent: “Umbum.®

Koresh: “They've got one work to da, and that's to
Save souls with the word of God.”

Agent: “Umbum.*

It went on Like this for hours, days, weeks. The fail-
ures of the FBI and the Branch Davidians to commumn-
cate are manifestly evident in thousands of pages of trane
«ripts released by the Justice Department last week.

Critics who have studied the papers contend that the
FBI, which took over the siege after the initial ATF raid.
pushed Koresh into a comer, knowing full weil he had
Uleal‘:;l‘:xd motive for 3 fiery martyrdom.

negotiations—shared
ues—wasa't present.” said author Reavis, who is the one
ly independent analyst to have read the complete tran-
scripts. Given the transeripts' frequent references to
death by fire, Reavis concludes that the FBI did not ex-
ercise “due diligence” in preparing for and preventing »
catastrophe. .

Throughout the tapes there are references to sui
¢ide—and to the Davdians’ frustrations about not hav-
ing their bebefs understood. In mud-March, the local
sheriff, whom Koresh bked. was brought in to help make

was fabricated from the shreds of a mi d and
bygone incident,” veteran Texas journalist Dick J. Reavis

wmehhishook.'ﬂthhuolw;m:mlnmugao
ton.*

To gain military assistance for drug sweeps. however,
all s police agency need do is concoct a theory. No proses
cutor or judge has to rule gn probable cause, “There is
nolonnalmndarﬂbyvhdlmenﬂiurydeﬁmudmg
nexus,” says the Treasury report.

Aides say then-Gov. Ana Richards (D) was livid when
she discovered, the day of the botched ATF raid, that
the Texas National Guard bad lent surveillance aircraft

- 10 federal authorities based on the shaky drug allega

tions. Richards will not comment because of pending lti~
gation against her, bit former spokesman Bill Cryer
sid, “She was surprised, and she was furious about the

cou

Confrontations: A
Jederal agent, left, falls
amid gunfire in the
February 1993 raid. At
right, Ruth Riddle, a
Survivor of the FBI's
April raid, is wheeled
Jrom the federal
rthouse.

'lknwyoudmlmnoun(mhgm. Kaoresh told
him. “But that's all | am about is religion.” He also
warned: “We are not afraid of the government. Like |
say, if we have to die for what we stand for, we will
We're not going to commit suicide.”

In retrospect, it is clear that Koresh did not have
much to gain by surrender. He could end up in prison for
murdering four federal agents. He would no longer have
access to his many wives. He would be proved a phony
propMLHehadmudnogmbydam: He would vali-
date his Christ complex. Dead at 33, a former carpenter
:::sgmducrosbyaaevdmnmhedkd'me

Several religion experts say the government failed to
See WACO,AT,Col
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Tough Approach Could Béckfire,

FBI’s Behavioral Experts Warned

WACO. From A6

pursue what was probably the only viable strategy—en-
gawgl(oreshathhmkvd.‘l'odonus.}hegm
ment would have needed a third-party negotiator, an €x-
mh the prophetic, “end time® passages that Koresh

2 savant-ike

. Koresh
jty, from , to memorize the Bible. Seek-
e [ udg;“gem the world—Britons. Ja-

Revelaton, “There isn't ancther preacher on this Earth
who could make the Bible five like David did.” says Edna
Doyle.sﬂ.alnmaSﬂmth:yAdvenuﬂmmed
the Davidian sect i 1964. :

The FBI consulted various theologians early in the
siege, mainly because its agents were befuddled by Ko-
resh’s continual invocation of the “Seven Seals® of the
biblical Book of Revelation. But no outside expert was
given a direct role in the mediation; none ever listened

n
Early on, the FBI decreed that any contact with theo-
Jogians would only feed Koresh's ego. “We would have
ad to bring in bundreds.” Jetf Jamar, the chief agemt on
the scens. told a House hearing on April 28, 1993, “How
doyvumv&msnmetheymmlmeh‘lmumm
was his primary positon.”

The FBI's secular psychol
Koresh's writings—largely quoting the Bible—to be lu-
natic and parancid ravings. Same officials now contend
that Koresh's references to “earthquakes® and a “droken
dam” indicated that he was planaing to blow up parts of
Waco. Such references abound, however, in Armaged-
don-oriented writings by mainstream fundamentalist
preachers. Christ himself warned ominously of coming
earthquakes in Matthew 24:7.

“David wanted respect.” said James Tabor, co-author
of the forthcoming book “Why Waco? Tabor, a professor
of religious studies at the University of North Carolina,
and Phillip Amold. head of the Reunion Insttute, 3 Hous-
ton religion think tank, went through Koresh's Lawyers
10 get a tape to Koresh. “We took him senously enough
to isten. We said, ‘We may not share your view, but it
fas an internal consistency.’ It gave him self-worth.”

Initally. the FBI negotiators plaved to Koresh's need
for validation, praising his biblical knowledge. Through
March 21. 35 Davidians and their childrea lefs the com-
pound. After the FBI dropped this warm and fuzzy ap-
proach in favor of psychological warfare and pressure
The byreau’s behaviora) experts wamed in memos
wntten in early-March that a tough approach couid back-
fire. One states: "It would appear that we may wuntens
ﬁm\aﬂymkehiswophecvmnt!m.ihrukeumlm
perceives 10 be hostile or aggressive action . .. 3 mass
swcide by Koresh cannot be discounted.” i

Tat the tactical team prevaiied, taking over the aevo

v @ musk and BT

AT

] 1 d

body=to this day the Justice Department has never
mwu that s

with minors, girls as young a3 14. This was something
u‘gmummuwmmm

ligious grounds.

The new attomey general finally spproved the FBI
plan on April 17, but did not read all the documentation
she tad demanded. A foatnote in the Justice Depart-

herself that ‘the dacumentation was there.’

Reno was certain that the gassing would be a phased-
in operation, played out over two days, using specially
rigged Combat Engineering Vehicles to spray the CS gas
from booms, Stonaay, Aprll 19, would not be “D-Day,”
d!nﬂBmgnmtmmu\e‘Mphnhmd

roughly five minutes.

Shortly after 6 a.m., Branch Davidis fired on the
tanks, kicking in an FBI “escalation” clrse that allowed
the tank commanders 1o start punching down walls, os-
tensibly to aid the escape of the “hostages,” and deploy-
ing the Bradley Fighting Vehicles—trom which agents
fired footballsized plastic gas rounds. called “ferrets,”
from M-79 grenade launchers. They fred 400 rounds,
depleting the stock, and 48 more were rushed in from
Houston .

Reno recently testified in the Senate that she was not
aware the United States was a signatory to the January
1993 Chemical Weapons Treaty banning wartime use of
CS, which causes intense eye and skin irritation, choking
and an acute sensation of sutfocation. She said she knew
at the time that mullions of healthy military trainees had
been exposed to CS as part of routine “gas mask confi-
dence” tests. She was briefed orally and given one study
by the British goveroment that said CS exposure had
qusdhbiﬂlouy.wmnsuhdinbmpiuﬁn-

tion,
She was not given a 3989 medical journal report on
the c2se of an infant who developed “severe chemical
preumonia® and was hospitalized for 28 days after being
exposed Lo the Ras in a closed zoom for two hours.
Administration officials point out that CS is regularly
used by law grv_.(orc‘c'rrnnl agencies. outdoors, agunsl's

THE FINAL DAY

120609 s Thn

he 51-day siege of David Koresh'’s Branch Davidian compound near Waco, Tex., ended on

April 19, 1993, when FBI agents injected tear gos into the buildings. Four fires erupted and

more than 80 members of the sect died.

CINTRAL QATLGHT Tiut)
559 a.m: Announcing .
“This Is not an assault,” the

FB! deploys two modified G
Combat Engineering Vehicles to insest . ..

6:04 a.m.: FBI sniper reports that shots are being
fired by Branch Davidians, prompting escalation of
plan to include use of four Bradiey Fghting Vehicles
firing 400 rounds of tear gas.

$:45 a.m.: Davidians unturl bannes saying “We want

_ our phone fixed.” A tank had run over the line. it was

$1:30-4S a3 Right rear of building, including
8Y i due to CEVs ing walls.

e e fe ere ey

1201 pmt ower
*David, you have had your 15 minutes of T .
fame....Vemon [Howell, aka Koresh] is no longes the

Messiah, Leave the building aow.”, ... ..ol .

12:06 p.m.: Last tank rams building and fire detected
on second fioor.

department ordered o respond.,

vilian S Y
the Physicans for Human Rights condemn its use. Mili-
tary Beid manuals say CS should not be inserted in-

doors—or used near utdoors or near hospi-
tal pt in jes." One wams: “In
fosed places. prolonged to high dosages of

not control agents can kil or disable personnel and
Guse seTiRs cal veactions.”
Manuiacturers’ warnings amplify those cautions: “Un-

det 00 sheuid {CS{ gre 3 d
or proxxides designed for use i riots be used in con-
{ned areas,” states | from Federal Lab e
the supplier of the FBI's CS rounds. “A hazrdous over-
5@ conid e created by the reiease of , . . even one full-

PRITRE VR PR S R

Fed. 23-27: Green Berets at Fort Hood, Tex., assist
85 Bureau of Alconol, Tobacco and Frearms agents
in training for ra1d,
Feb. 28 -

9:30-9:45 a.m.: ATF agents arrive in helicooters
and caltie cars, hoping to seize weapons stored in
Mount-Carmel Center. Gun battle begwrs.

9:48 g2 Branch Davidian lawyer Wayne Martin
cails 911 ang s3ys, “There are 75 men dround our.
anc 17ny 18 $NOONING 3L US.... el them tnere

B R R R R R LR R £ E R R

HOW TEAR GAS WAS INJECTED
.The tip of battering ram released tear
§0s after breaking through structure.

Combat Engineering Vehicle (CEV]

Based o M-60 battle tank.

Weight: 5B tons.

Purpose: CEV clears obstructions and can be
used for close-in bombardment of hostile strong
points.

Bradley Fighting
Vehicle

Weight 23 tons.

Federal a'g:nts inside used M-79 grenace
launchers to fire 40mm rounds of CS gas.

March 22: FBI plays loud chants of Tibetan monks as

part of sleep-deprivation strategy. No further Davigiang

exit after these tactics begin.

April 12: FBI brings tear gas plan==dirst considered as
an option on March 22—t Attorney Genera! Janet
Reno,

April 14: Koresn says siege will enc when re comglete
manuscript on “Seven Sedis” Ct the DIk
$00catyose.

211l 16:13; FS! qazeese - tne voms 0g wee oo
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i, e #7051 o mssators’ phayens 100 Pasrosinn sonems
UON. Praising his tublical knowiedge. Throumh
21, 35 Davidians and their children feft the com-

The bureau’s behavioral experts wamed in memos
written in early March that a tough approach could back.
fire. One states: "It would appear that we may unintens
tionally make his prophecy come true, if we Lake what he
percenves to be hostle or aggresaive acuon . .. 3 mass
suicide by Koresh cannot be discounted.” .

But the tactical team prevailed, taking over the nego-
tiators’ loudspeakers to play annoving music and hornfic
sounds, such as the slaughtering of rabbits. Mormung-
shift FBI negotiators would arrive and realize that their
progress had been undermined by the rught shift’s decie
$ion t0 wage “psy-ops.” .

Acting Attorney General Stuart Gerson, a Bush ad-
ministration holdover, monitored the early days of the
siege, He allowed one major escalation tactic; moving
silitary armored vehicles awo the area, Otherwise, he

T VST Tor Human tevte cammmmmres e s, aame
tary fiekd manuals say CS should not be inserted ;-

used near chidren outdoors or near hospi-
tals—except in “extreme emergencies.” One wams: “In
enclosed places, prolonged expasure to high dosages of
not control agents can kill or disable personnel and
cQuse serious psychological reactions.”

Manufacturers’ wamings amplify those cautions: “Une
der no cirazmstances should {CS) grenades, cartridges
or projectiles designed for use in riots be used in con-
fined areas.” states literature from Federal Laboratories,
the supplier of the FBI's CS rounds, “A hazardous over-
dose cowd be created by the release of , , . even one full-
sized grenade ina dlosed room.® ¢

Salem had assared Reno that CS levels would never
reach the danger zone inside Alount Carmel, mainly be-
cause tanks would be creating exits for the people inside.
He thas refused further interviews on the subject, An are
son report prepared for the Justice. i
1ains that the gassing operation on April 19 was a “ail-
ure” because hich winds and openings in the compound
i d the CS before it could take effect,

1id he followed a strategy of P “1 felt
here sas no need to force a change in the status qua.”
Jerson said. “We were getting people out.”

Gerson left office on March 11, The following day,
feld commander Jamar ordered the electricity i Mount
Zarmef cut off. Three davs later, FBI negotiators began
ocharacterize Koresh's endless preaching over the tefe
shone as 3 put-on, telling bum to deal with them on a sec-
dar level: they said they wouldn't tolerate any more “Bi-
de babbie." .

“It was not wise at all to do that, especially in 3 situa-
fon that tense,” said Glenn Hilburn, chairman of Bavior
Iniversity's Department of Religion, and the expert
205t consulted by the FBI. *1t was unprofessional.”

Prodded by an April 1 radio appeal by Tabor and Ar-
old, Koresh promused that after Passover, he would be-
tn work on a manuscript interpreting the Book of Reve-
tion's jous Seven Seals. Assuming the Branch

wvidians observed a one-day Passaver, agents irately

xused him of further stalling for several days. In fact,

« the Davidians, who used lunar divination, Passover

cended for eight days—until April 14.

Afterward, Koresh assured negotiators that he was
giously writing and would furnish the results to his at-
mey. “I'm coming out,” he said on Apnil 16. *1 never in-
nded to die in here.” .

Whether he meant it or not is unknowable—Koresh
o reneged on earlier promises. But by April, the FBI
o lost all patience. [ts hostage rescue team was tired,
“igy. eager to go home. There were 719 law enforces
ent personnel deployed on any given dav at Waco.

- ‘empers were {raywng,” says the justice Department
port.

1e Gas

When FBI leaders first submitted the tear gas plan to
tet Reno on April 12, she was not an eager customer.

"hy now?” she kept asking, and fretted about the po-
tial harm o pregnant women (there were two in

wnt Carmel) and ially children, She demanded
joa on the of iations and con~

ioos within the d. She sought

m Army toxicologist Harry Salem that the gas would

: be harmful. In briefings aver the next few daya. the
1's day-to-day manager of the siege, Larry Potts, the
dage rescue team leaders and others pushed the plan,
ing negotiaticns were & # hopeless impasse. Some-

Alan Stone. 2 Harvard Law School professor who was
asked by the Justice Department (o review the siege,
holds a medical degree and was trained as a resident in
pediatrics. He said he believes that the gas-exposed chil-
dren in Mount Carme] were vomiting uncontrollably and
sufiering frum the onset of chemical pneumonia,

“The military is in denial about this reality,” he said in
an interview. “}t may still be appropnate to use CS gasin
prison situations, but to use it with babies, } continue to
believe it was like holding a gun to the parents’ head and
aytng f you dont take these children out, they'l die.”

{n an interview fast week with The Washington Post,
Reno said: "1 don't leel | was musled. . . . After over two
years of review, nothing has given me any indication that
the FBI has misled me.”

The survivors of Mount Carmel said the tanks and fy-
ing fervet rounds created havoc. Stairways and hallways
were blacked, and rubble covered a trapdoor to an un-
derground tomado shelter that some hoped would be a
safe refuge. Many headed 10 a concrete room, where
they huddied under wet blankets.

Meanwhile, the loyalists started spreading fuel—
whether as a means of committing suicide or as a way of
stopping the tanks remains unclear, Others milled
around with gas masks, intent ©a their regular chores.

Many prayed, consulting key dexts such as the Book of
Daniet: “ it be 50, oy God whom we serve is able to de-
liver us from the buming fiery fumace. , ., *

Seventeen people, including Koresh, either shot theme
selves or were shot by others o the compound.

A pudgy, 29-year-old Bible student named Ruth Rid-
dle was ane of the Last to escape alive. Shorty before
12:30 pam. she jumped owl a second-story window,
broke her ankle, saw a tank and hobbled away in fear. A
hostage rescue teah agent braved the flames to save
xmmmwﬁmmwwym

hk;wdmmamwn&:mnwm
had typed in for Koresh the night before. It contained a
poem titled “Eden to Eden” and his exegesis on the first
of the Seven Seals,

- TheTrial .

In a federal wial nearly a year iater, the jury
found all 11 Branch Dawidian defendants not guilty
of musder and conspiracy accusations, and three of

[ reesevenween sece - SR

Fob, 25-27: Green Berets at Fort Hood, Tex., assist
85 Bureau of Alcohot, Tobaceo and Firearms agents
in training for raid,

Fed. 28

9:30-9:45 am.: ATF agents armive in helicopters
8nd caltle cars. hoping to seize weapons stored in
Mount Camel Center. Gun battie begins. .

9:48 a2 Branch Davidian tawyer Wayne Martin
calls 911 and says, “There are 75 men around cur
building and they're shooting at us....Tell them there
are women and children in here and to call it off!*

Casuaities: Four agents killed, 20 wounded; five
sect members killed, four wounded. :
March 1.21: Thirty-five men, women and children
leave the compound,

SOURCES: ustce Orpartment repest an Waen, Trasmury Oecevsment mpont,
Wasnngton Post researc, Los Angeees Tomes,

March 22: FBI plays loud chants of Tibetan monks as

part of sleep-gepnvation strategy. No further Davidiang

exit after these tactics begin,

April 12: FBI brings tear gas plan—first considered as

;: option on March 22—-t0 Attomey Generat Janet
no. .

April 14: Koresh says siege will end when he completes
manuscnpt on “Seven Seals” ¢f the biblical
apocalypse.

April 16-18: FB! agents clear ground around
ing and

Koresh's Camaro,

Aorll 19: FBI injects tear gas into buildings. Bugging
devices pick up di of Davi g
fuel. One Davidian is also hearg saying, “We asked
that we could finish,,.the manuscnpt. It was workeg
on all last night,*

w=Comovied by Rehard Loy

e e

them not guilty of all other charges. It found seven

Engulfed: The Branch Davidian compound near Waco, Tex,
19, 1993, after the militarystyle tear gas assault by the FBI that ended a Sl-day siege.

WY 1O MOURIUR 198, b ICY AR

k- 20055

onApnl

40-year terms. But the forewoman of the jury,
hoolteacher Sarah Bain, said she believes others

guilty of “aiding and abetting voluntary
ter,” which the judge had described as “committed
when a human being is killed unlawfully in the sud-
den heat of passion caused by adequate provocas
tion.” Five of the seven were also found guilty of
carrving fi during the igsion of a violent
crime and two others were convicted of other arms
violations.

U.S. District Judge Walter S. Smith Jr., in a cone
troversial action. sentenced five of the defendants to

should have been in the dock: “Absolutely, govern-
ment officials should stand trial. not cnly for the 1
juries and deaths of the ATF agents but also for the’
Branch Davidians killed on February 28."

Ruth Riddle, whose husband died inside Mount
Carmel, got five years. “I'd just like to say these ter-
nible things nced not have happened.” she told the
court, “I'd just like to say that [ feel it's all been
based on a nusunderstandng.”

.,
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s smpee s sBILL UL, @ ) VUG NEPUDNLADN, Delieves the truth will emerge
from what he calls “exhaustive” hearings on the Waco disaster.

A New Hampshire Innkeeper before he became a GOP congressman,
Bill Zelitf pores over papers as co-chairman of the Waco hearings.

' By Sean Piccoli .

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

“Impeachment” is a nasty word
in politics, but Rep. Bill Zeliff,
New Hampshire Republican,
doesn't hesitate to use it in dis-.
cussing the congressional probe
he will gavel open Wednesday
morning. . :

Mr. Zeliff, 59, is one of two con-
gressmen presiding jointly over

Capitol Hill hearings into the first -

and last assaults on the Branch
Davidian conipound outside Waco,
Texas, which left more than 80
people dead. .

And while he says there's no pre-
dicting what might come out of
such an inquiry, the innkeeper
from Jackson, N.H,, talks in his
genial, gravelly New England dia-
lect about the possibility of high-
level reprimands, firings — “even
impeachment,” he says, alluding to
President Clinton. “We don’t
know”

It all depends, as they say, on
what people knew and when they
knew it.

Mr. Zeliff and Rep. Bill McCol-
lum of Florida, two tough-on-
crime Republicans from opposite
ends of the country, are co-
chairing what could be the most
eagerly awaited and alternately
dreaded hearing since the 1987
Iran-Contra probe.

Viewers in the Washington area
will be able to watch the hearings
on WETA, Channe! 26. WETA will
provide live coverage of the White-
water hearings on the days they.
occur. It will then show taped high:
lights of the morning’s Waco hear-
ings before starting live coverage
of the afternoon proceedings.

The probe is expected to run
eight days and feature testimony
by US. Attorney General Janet

Reno, who has said she alone ap-

duri

RRAELICEIE * T LT RS IVTAN

e
" THE WASHINGTONTIMES '™ "1 °
federal authorities during the

siege of the Branch ‘Davidians.
but were not involved in the de-

said yes:
erday. ( ; -

o

forces provided equipment and’
advice to law enforcemiernit
authorities during the 1993
standoff, but under law were not
allowed to be part of the opera-
tion. ’
“We provided equipment, and

‘we reviewed the plans they had
and commented on it;"
said. )

He said the military reviewed
and commented only on plans
- for the first raid by Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
agents, in which four agents
were killed. The military had no.

" input on the FBI-led assault that

* US. military officials advised |

cision to storm the compound
hear Waco, Toxs, SO

- i speaking ont ABCY" .
“This Week,” said U.S. militaiy °

boeeleed L, ..

led to thie fatal conflagration, he
\ gmﬂ-..q.m B3} u..c,..u- Tom asbo. oy
', _“We did not appiove of plans.
t's not our’ position, .to ap:
¥/ proves said, “We had
. afew consultants who reviewed
- their plans; gave them recom-
- mendations how to best tse the -
: equipment .which . was;.made
available,"" ' LTt T
¢ Federal agents tised special”
; tanksfitted with battering rams,
. instead of cannon, ori their tur-,
. rets to break holes in the com-
pound’s buildings. The vehicles
then were able to shoot CS anti- -
riot gas into the buildings in an
effort todrive out the occupants.
"- - Several armored vehicles and
three National Guard helicop-
ters also were used during the
siege. ° i
The military’'s role at Waco is
expected to be the subject of
congressional hearings set to
: begin tomorrow, .
. — Bill Gertz

proved the Waco raid, without
White House clearance. - -

Told his colleague has men-
tioned impeachment — something
rarely discussed in Congress
since President Nixon resigned to
avoid it in 1974 — Mr. McCollum,

quiry will have consequences. He
points to the next round of budget
hearings, this fall, when the crime
* subcommittee that he chairs takes
up funding for federal law-en-
forcement agencies, including the
FBI and DEA, armed with infor-

sight subcommittee on criminal
justice, both intended to probe
Waco before ‘the Oklahoma City
bombing. .

“Oklahoma sped it up” says a

.. congressional source familiar

with the proceedings, “and [GOP
"House) leadership came in and
" said, ‘OK; yoii can both do Waco.
Work itout’” * -

The co-parenting arrangement
has produced some backstage
squabbles: Mr. McCollum and Mr.
Zeliff wrangled early over every-
thing from gavel time to who signs
the subpoenas, says the source.

But in separate interviews, the

"~ lawmakers say their differences

are settled and the inquiry is
* ready to roll. :

Mr. Zeliff will open the hear-
ings; Mr. McCollum will close
them.

As Mr. Zeliff puts it, “How high
did this go?*

Few episodes in modern law en-
forceinent have provoked as much

national anguish as the 1993 Waco |

siege, which-started and ended in
bloodshed.

In February, four ATF agents on
a team sent to arrest Branch

Davidian cult leader David

Koresh were shot dead attempting
to storm his headqua.ters. In
April, tanks dispatched by the FBI
"flooded the compund with a caus-
tic powder banned for military use
in a 1993 chemical weapons treaty
signed by the United States.

The compound burned down,
killing some 80 people, including
22 children. Miss Reno said it was
the Davidians who set the fire, and

44, a lawyer and former Seminole - - atioh froii'hls Wetd grobe: hat she authorized the assault,

County, Fla., GOP chairman,
chooses to be circumspect.’ o
*“This is not our job,” he says.
“Our job is to get it {information}
all out; let it all hang out”
That done, Mr. McCollum says,
he expects this “exhaustive” jn-

£7"™Some reorganization [of law:
"~ enforcement agencies} may come

out of it,” he says.. )
Mr. McCollum, chairman of the
"House Judiciary subcommittee on

crime, and Mr. Zeliff! chairman of
the Goverment Reform and Qver-

.

nmw::n?nn-umnn&onzﬁow:.
dren inside. .

The congressmen want to see
how that story holds up through
eight days of testimony.
® Laurie Kellman contributed 10
this report,

Waco prober talks of ‘impeachment’

Military gave ATF mcmmmmagmw
g deadly, Davidian siege- ™
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Teenager Tells

“Waco Panel of

Koresh’s Lust

Divergent Views on Sect ~

- Featured as Hearings Open

By Sue Anne Pressley
Washingroo Port Sl Weket .oy 0 ¢

House hearings opened yesterday into .,
5 Branch Davidian

the 1993 siege of the

compound with conflicting portraits of
sect leader David Koresh. Witnesses de-
picted him both as«a-misunderstood
preacher who intended to surrender to age
thorities and as a maniacal child molester
who had16ng prepared for the fatal con-
frontation ith agents of “Babylon” and
the cventua!n}asssuicideqfhisfouwers.

The Republican-led hearings, viewed as
a potential em nt,to the Clinton
administration, with a rancorous

partisan debate amiong lawmakers over
the National Rifie Association’s involve-
ment in the preparation for the eight-day
airing of the events in which more than 80
Branch Davidians and four federal agents
were killed. But the most graphic testimo-

described her sexual initiation by Koresh
when she’ was 10 years old and the in-
structions she received on the moet effi-

_ cient'way to end her life,

washington Post 7/20{95 p. 1 of 3

As her father sat at her side, 14-year-
old Kiri Jewell read from a statement de-
scribing in chilling detail the day she found
herself alone with Koresh in a Waco, Tex.,
motel room. He kissed her and rubbed his
private parts against hers, she recalled,
saying she “had known this would happen ** *™
sometime, so { just 14d there and stared at

+ the ceiling, I didn't know how to kiss him
back.”

‘T was all freaked out.” said Kiri, whoale ¢ ¢
so recounted Koresh's graphic description
of sex acts with other women and chil-

‘ dren. : '

Later, Kir, who. had lived with her di-’ , .
vorced mother, Sherri, at Koresh’'s com= * "

potnd neaxe' Watc’;lo shﬁ?x:ly ﬁ':ebdﬁme she
was b or 6 uni ore the
Fggm%g& ‘:;id by federal -
8, 3, e glw‘s . +
for suicide. “It was also aeeeﬁ
that the best way to shoot yourself i
necessary in this battle with Babyloa

: was 16 put the gua into your mouth
back, to the ‘soft spot sbove your
throat before pulling the trigger,”
recalied Kiri, whose mother died in
the April 19 fire that ended Koresh's .
standoff with federal authorities.;

ture of his hold over his band of fole
lowers-—is crucial to understanding
what happened at Mount Carmel
Center ;l; tll;%atek winter and early
spring . Reaching such an
undezitahding s the stated goal of
the politicians who began hearing
testimony from an estimated 90
sworn witnesses on the ‘actions not
only of the Branch Davidians, but of
agents of the federal Bureau of Alco~
gosli.‘robaeco and Firearms and the
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House Hearings on Siege of Waco
Begin With Divergent Testimony .

1n his opening statement, Rep. Bill
McCollum (R-Fla), chairman of the
House Judiciary subcommittee on
crime, began by geading the names
of the four ATF agents who were
slain in the initial raid on the com-
pound, Six Davidians were also killed
that day, and more than 80 others
died in the Aprd 19 conflagration.
Altogether, McCollum calied the
siege “the single most fatal episode
in the history of fedezal law enforce~

ent,”
m"l’hedlsaxbingzmﬂlis that all of
these deaths were the direct £5u_lt
of federal government action, said
McCollum, who is leading the heare
ings along with Rep. Bill Zeliff (Re
N.H.), chairman of the Government

. Reform and Oversight subcommit«

tee on national secuxity, internation- -
al affairs and criminal justice, “This
tragi¢ incident has added to the dis-
trust of the federal government, and
specifically federal law eaforcement.
And we still don’t have the tmth.
But;c'lt:le conflicting tgsursnuony at
terday’s opening Session -
yest}m ph ing the truth about
the Waco catastrophe may prove a
complex task. A variety of witness-
es—including an academician, a8
j ist, & tor and 2+
‘survivor of the final fire—offered of-
ten divergent acoounts of what hap-
pened, while Branch DaVidlénS
roamed the hearing’ room during
breaks, wearing pink Pu‘t.tons
said, “Waco, Never Again.
Critics of mkg took ;ve{ré og
rtunity, to -the group
ztovohrement tn the hearings, a point
of conuox\&ersy after it an:: hbﬁ:
an NRA ]
gxs?t:'epmemed herself as 3 commit
tee staff member to a Texas s0ci8
worker who will testify later this

v have gone from
" folly 1o farce,” said Rep. John Con
yexsil‘rm. e s no; for then}gmedm
. It is by, for and about the
National Rifle Associ .
hearing is sa attempt to repeal the

assault weapons ban by tearing
g:wlm the agencies that enforce the

0.

But Co-<chairman Zeliff suggested
Democrats were among those trying
“to take these hearings off track.”
He declared, I make no apology for
seeking the truth.” .

The hearings are designed to fol-
low the events of Feb. 28 to April
19, 1993, in chronological order.
Thus, the first four days are devoted
to the planning and execution of the
{ll-fated Feb, 28 raid on Koresh and
his group, and the actions of the
ATF—which already had been
sharply criticized in 8 1993 report
prepared hy its parent agency, the

Treasury Department. The final

- four days will focus on the FBI,

wi-uch assumed control of the coo-
troversial negotiations with Koresh
after the fnitial shootout and staged
the April 19 assault of tanks and tear
gas that culminated in the fata) fire,
Attorney General Janet Reno,
who testified during 1993 congres- ,
sional hearings about her decisions
making, will be the final, day-long
witness, :
The first witness was journalist
Dick J. Reavis, whose newly pub-
Tished book, “The Ashes of Waco,”
offers a sympathetic view of the
ch Davidians. e
“Whatever David Koresh was, his
f9ﬂowers were rational people,” tes-
tified Reavis, who described Koresh
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Randy Weaver's 1992 trial that he
fired the shots he did because of the
special rules of engagement. He said
he shot Vicki Weaver accidentally
while aiming at a man fleeing into the
cabin. The second shot hit her as she
held open the cabin door, and then
struck the man, Kevin Harris, wound-

ing him. .

Because of the discrepancy between
headquarters and on-scene command-
ers about the rules, Justie Departs
ment officials say they must resolve
the conflict, particularly because Ka-
hoe's immediate superiors were Potts
and his highest-ranking aide at the
time, Danny O. Coulson.

Coulson was the headquarters offi-
cial in charge of hostage team activie
ties at Ruby Ridge when Potts was
off duty. :

Coulson was on the job Aug, 22,
1992, when the operations plan, in-
cluding the rules of engagement,
were sent to FBI headquartess from
the agents at Ruby Ridge,

.

TO 84047522497

pasge 2

He told investigators last year that
he rejected the plan because it did
not provide for “a negotiations op»
tion™ and that he stopped reading it at
that point, s

In addition to interviews and poly-
graphs, Justice Department investi-
gators plan to conduct a “paper trail”
analysis of what FBI records would
normally have been produced in a cri-
sis like Ruby Ridge and try to pine
point what records are missing, Offi-
cials likely to be asked to take
polygraph tests. sources said, include
Potts, Coulson, Glenn and Rogers.

Specter said the Senate hearings
will cover all the issues raised by the
Ruby Ridge controversy, including
whether a Bureau of Aleohol, Tobace
o and Firearms informant’s dealings
with Weaver amounted to entrap-
ment.

1t was Weaver's sale of two sawed-
off shotguns to the informant in 1989
that led to his indictment and then to
the 1992 siege of his cabin,

- =eae
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Taking Waco
On Its Own Terms

" For the Hearings, Some Useful Words on the Lexicon

page 9.
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) By Richard Leiby
Washuagton Post Sad Weker
- . : agents of the Bue
Tt might belp, i you're trying to fob- ‘Death tall Four
fow the Waco hearings, to have a Bble reau of Alcotel Tobacoo oo Pt on
# ooe hand and a standand chemical wﬁwmmm
seference manual in the other. The Mmﬁ chot inside and one was
witnesses have their own insider’s lane were fataly ' o
killed trying get there from apother
guage, acronyms and key references tion (sce Bag"). The toll in the
st might befuddle Ty i8 e e b e clear, The Justios
methylene chloride important? What is A e report says 75 G, o
the Guitar nebula? Here's a Waco Chuding 25 children. The Braoch Davie
. diaps count 77, inclading two pearly
Lo Al c fulbterm fotusess, They couat 21 chi.
Algo called d:enageisand\mder.-'l‘hehalmuh-
“the gusrens cal examiner's “gnal tally” of Branch
der letter.” Davidiamldngdhmemmmdmtb
David Ko- £3, it knghuding the fetuses, .
vesh hand- Ferreta. 40mmi plstic rounds coo-
wrote this taining CS powder in a solution of
missive to . . methylene chloride (see below), At
his attorney, léast 400 Ferrets were fired from
spelling out Bradiey Fighting Vehides on Apedl 19,
bis intention Flash-bangs. St used
to leave , agents on Feb, 28 and throughout the
Mount Cir- 51-day siege. A -bang explodes
after fine and can cause but the govern-
{shing his interpretation of the Book of mest says it is ooly uséd to startie peo-
Revelation’s mystesious “Seven Seals,” © ple, not it them.
*] hope bo finish this 85 8000 as possible FLIR. Forward-Looking. Infrared
and to stand before man to answet any Video, Shot from the air, was
and all questions regarding my ac- used to provide the with &
tions,” Koresh wrote, mddtbeApﬂlths.Conw
The Buoker. A concrete room neat ve:syhasatisenoverwhﬂmheh’
the s cafeteria. More than 40 copter or plane was ca standby, bt
Branch Davidians died inside o¢ neat not fxe-fighting equipmest, Also, oo
. the bunker on Apeil 19, 1993, ppar- mmwmmmww
ently while séeking & baven, * s a 4-minute S1-6ccond g2p b
Tons of concrete colapsed, burying, the FLIR tape. . :
and suffocating about 13 peo- Guitar nebula, A chooting star o=
ple. ors say vibratioas from : muportedmhdﬂarwﬂ!"
the dozen tanks on the séene or faling dio show March 11, that Koresh
fire debris—or both—contributed to as @ sign from the heavens, Koresh
the bunker’s ) * played the electric guitar. He also ¥23
CS gas. Named for the initials of the mmwourmw
two Harvard ts (B.B. Corson sammdwmm&
and RW. Stoughton) who invented it in terpreted to be spacecraft ar angels. »
1928, CS is a controversial riot-coatrol ° TTF-8. Jot Task Sorce Six. Based
agent that the U.S. miitary has agreed 4o Foct Biss, Tex., it s componest of
ot to use in wartime the Janu- the military’s counter<hrug operations.
1993 Chemical Weapoos Treaty. The brass at JTF-6 authorized the e
But baw exforcement still noe dcmwmmmhgem,
CS as a tear gas. Its full pame & o« for theis pritial raid.
i acte
ally a powder, . -
. e - - EEET P ) z °°.1
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Mag Bag. What federal ageats

called the garage where Branch Davie

. diane restored and souped up cars,
about four miles from Mount

Also a term for ammunition vests,

which the Branch Davidians sold at gun

shows as part of their *David Koresh

. : Survival Wear” clothing hne.M |
' ala-

mutes. The
first casuals
ties of the
Febd.
shootout at
Mouat Car-
mel weren't
human.

-

.8 © Se and Ras-
FERRET CARTRIDGE cal—the

N : Davidians’
pelAlaskmmahmutes.'l‘he&ratAT?
agents on the scene were authorized t0
“sacure” the dogs with fire extinguish-
ers or bullets. They were housed in &
pen near the compound’s froat doot; all -
weze killed, . -

e o

Methylene chloride, Once widely
sotvent

used in paint strippers, this
e

8

g
&
g
g
&
I
§

"~ arram i e L e e

T0 - 84047522497

page 10

The Missing Door. The right side of
the compound's metal front double
door was never recovered from the
. . m fire, ale
ol thougn its
left - twin
was. Branch
g Davidians
@ claim this
door would

: have
. that ATF

p.es
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Waco, Whitewater figures

ATF knew surprise.was lost

By Laurie Keflman
THE MASHNGTON NMES

The federal agent in charge of
the botched raid of the Braoch
Davidian compound near Waco,

Texas, told & House panel yesters

day that Treasury Department of-
ficials had issued false reports of

_the event, closing the dramatic
first day of hearings on the disas-
trous 1993 siege.

Dan Hartnett, former deputy die
rector of enforcement for the Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Fire-
arms (ATF), gave dramatic testis

mony in the 12th hour of hearings,
saying he never gave o recei

an order to abort the mission
should his agents lose the element

of surprise.

He noted that his testimony con-
flicted sharply with a recent claim
by Treasury Undersecretary Roa-
ald K. Noble that agents at the
scene had been instructed o abort
the raid on Feb. 28, 1993, if the
element of surprise had beenlost.

“Iwas the only one who was giv-

ing principally direct orders to
those commanders,” Mr. Hartnett
gaid. I never gave those orders

and I never received: such an or
der”

_* But Davy Agullera, an ATF

egent ‘at the scene, said former
ATF Director Stephen Higgins,
who was forced to resign after the
siege, did give that order during a
meeting roughly two weeks before
the raid. .

“I do believe that the element of
surprise was asked by Mr Hig-

.

insy' Me Aguilera told the joint
gommime- He quoted Mr Hig-
ging, saying, «[¢ the element of
surprise was to be jost, don't gone
tinue on the raid”’ .

“The apparent communication
gap is crucial to critics’ contention
the Feb, 28 raid should have been
called off after federal officials
learned the Davidians had been
tipped to the impending invasion.

Four ATF agents and six David-
{ans died in the shootout resulting
from the raid. Fifty-one days later,
the compound burned to the
ground after the FBI'used tanks

ch holes in building walls and
tear gas. More than 80
gect members, including 22 chil

re

agents testified 1ast night on wbat |
happened cutside the compound,
former and current Davidians

aribed lifc on the inside before. '

and during the standoff.

The most pawerful testimony
came from a witness for the House
Democrats, 14-yearold Kiri Jewe
€ll, who said sect leader David Ko-
resh molested her in & hotel room
when ghe was 10.

Like the Dernoc:{‘at:' i::errlgx;
hourlong protest tha! 2
group! gnd tainted the hearings,
Kiri's testimony was ed frrels

Z 0019285
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“No one doubts that David
Koresh was a not-very-nice guy.’
said Rep. Bill McCellum. Florida
Republican and co<hairman of
the hearings. “And there was some
show biz going on from the other
side [of the aisle), but that doesn't
relate to the purpose ?‘r these hear-
Ings. We're just looking for the
facts on the siege.”

The testimony and a dose of par-
tisan bickering kicked off the first
of eight days of joint House hear-
ings on the raid. :

Yesterday began the long-
awaited look at whether federal
authorities unjustly responded to
accusations that Davidians tioard.

ed illegal weapons, operated &
drug lab and abused children
After the GOP takeover of Con-

- gress in November, the new jead-

ership promised’to reopen hear-
ings on the matter. Jointly held by
the a Government Reform and
Qversight subcommittee on crice
fnal justice and the House Judi-
ciary subcommittee on crime, the
proceedings are expected to in-
clude more than 90 witnesses and
culminate July 31 with the test-
mony that day of Attoraey General
Janet Reno.

Yesterday, ATF agents at the
scene testified that before the
raid, law-enforcement officia
were told by an informant that the
Davidians had learned of the im-
pending invasion. Evidence un-

covered in subsequent reports res,

vealed that reporters aware of the
planned assault had asked direc-

tions to the compound from a roail-

,man who turned out to be a

Davidian.
. “Ten seconds before the raid, I
felt that the element of secrecy
had been compromised,” Ear]
Dunagan, an ATF mission supervi.
sor, wid the House members.
Forty-five minutes after the cult
members received the informa-
tion, Koresh entered the come
pound's cafeteria and announced,
“They're coming;" according t

David Thibodeau, one of nine.
Davidians who survived the April |

19 fire. .

The {nitial raid was further
flawed by “inflammatory™ infor-
mation included on the ATF'S
search warrant {ssued for Ko
ﬁ’sﬁ‘é’. arrest, a legal expert tes-

The warrant included as a justi
fication for the raid, the charge

T0 . 8447522437  P.10
page |7 -

that children were being molested
inside the compound. Child sexual
,abuse is a state matter, one over
which ATF had no jurisdiction.
“It's not just that it's irrelevant,
It's inflammatory;” Gerald Gold-
stein, president of the National As-
sociation of Criminal Defense
Lawyers, told the lawmakers,
Democrats couritered with powe
erful testimony from Kird, a 10th-
grade cheerleader who testified
an environment where an eventual
federal raid was expected, sect
members “built up an army for
David” and were taught how to
commit suicide,
“He taught that there would be
a big battle between the forces of
the world and David and his peo-
ple,” she said “The world would
win and we would dbe killed, but
we'd come back in a cloud and
smite the wicked.”

KRoresh taught children that he
was “real father” talked about sex
“a Jot” humiliated women and dic-,
tated their behavior, she added.

During Passover 1991, Koresh
took Kiri, her mother and another
woman to a motel for *“two or three

days” she said. Once, when her ;

mother and the other woman went
shopping, Koresh masturbated
against her genitals, she said.

She said her mother “wasa't

»
mad or anything” when Kiri ttet
fcknowlq’dgcd she had been po}

ested, ‘.
Kiri's father, David Jewell, said

. he concluded from conv?x“'nm

" April 19 fire,

with his daughtes, his ex-wifo-s

Koresh himself that the sect

Jeader embdodied “absolutely ¢vi}
intent” Mr. Jewell was nob &
Davidian, ‘ '

His ex-wife perished in th¢

Z 0019286
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The NRA connection -

his, itseems, Is Investigate the Clinton Admin-
1 istration Week, with congressionat and admin-
istrative hearings on the Waco massacre, the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, and
Whitewater all kicking off and with the Clinton
administration and its friends kicking and scream-
ing about it. No sooner had the week started than
those friends tried to scuttle the Waco hearings with
some fake mud about the committee and the Nation-
al Rifle Association. .

The committee reached an agreement with an
engineering firm to conduct tests on firearms recov-
ered from the ruins of the Branch Davidian com-
pound near Waco to find out whether the weapons
were really illegally converted machipe guns. The
firm, ft turns out, had been paid $25,000 by the NRA,
e hoing, Bvarybody Ravaowt

objectivity i you
see, that a firm hired by the NRA, as opposed to the
government agencies under scrutiny, cannot possi-
bly conduct objective tests, But since the Justice
Department had refirsed to conduct such tests, same-
body had to, and the firm appears to be fully quali-

" fied to do s0.

Second, an investigator narned Fran went
out to interview a social worker, Joyce S who
had looked into the compound and had d that
sexual abuse of children was occurring there and
reportedly claimed that David Koresh had told her

of his forthcoming violent “self-revelation,” an indi. -

cation of the potential for violence of the cultand its
leader. Those claims were supposedly a principal
reason for the original raid on the compound. Miss
Sparks says that Miss Haga left the distinct impres-
sion that she worked for the committee but later
aclmoyvlzdgedthatshenaﬂywoﬂwdfvranm
investigating team. ] '
As aresult of these rather vague links between the
NRA and the House investigation, people who don't
want any investigation at all have reared up to
denounce the whale business. Rep. Schumer,
a die-hard foe of ttic investigation, announced that
the link “raises a very serious question about

i ;!vgemer these hearings are being conducted in an

manner or even in accord with House
ethics” White House press secretary Michael
MecCurry claimed the comnmittee’s integrity has beea
“subverted” by a “very extéme organization like”

the NRA.
In the first place, the INRA {s not a ‘‘very extrems

organization.” It is, in fact, a politically mainstream’
organization with several million members, and

2 .
. > e ee tmeg R eiam st B e raemacE ey e Te SSelw el ame o m e m e ol
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there are a number of Second Amendment nghs
groups well to its right —-boo! — and rather critical
of it Moreover, it has a good deal of expertise about
firearms, and it is hardly unusual for congressional
comumittees to make use of outside groups for iaves-
&tive and research purposes. Indeed, during the
nce Thomas hearings a few years ago, con-
it ursids groups that stroogly opposed
-glove wi e groups that s op]
his confirmaton. pose
In the second place, while the interviewing tactics
of Miss Haga are the focus of the conoversy, the
incident defiects from.some questions about Miss
Sparks berself and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
» and Firearms. In the affidavitfiled by the ATF to sup-
port its search warrant for the original raid on the
compound, an interview with Miss Sparks was cited
that claims she told an ATF investigator that when
she interviewed David Koresh at the compound on
April 6, 1992, he told her that “the world was com-
ing to an end, and that when he ‘reveals’ himself the
riots in Los Angeles would pale in comparison to
what was going to happen in Waco, Texas.” The ATF
used this information tojustify an imminent rald on

the compound before Koresh could carry outthe vio-

lent threat. .
There's just one little problem. The interview
betweenn Miss Sparks and Koresh took place on
Apﬁle.lwzmdmeusAngel&crimsdidnotoecur
until April 29,1992 Koresh could not have compared
whatever violence he was contemplating to the riots

- "because the riots hadn't happened yet. The conclu-

sion must be one of two things: Either Miss Sparks
got it wrong when she reported to the ATF or the ATF
misrepresented it in its affidavit. The di

: 1 discrepancy
* calls into question the whole rationale for the ATF

rajd in the first place, and itis essential for opponents
of the hearings to distract attention fromit.

The NRA connection with the hearings is a tem-
postinataapot.adelibemteandurwonvh:cingeﬁan

by the heaning’s enemies to discredit the whole pro-

there is nothing wrong with the
NRAS role as far as it's now known, it was probably
notngoodideatomakeuseofhandmgrebylendits
enemies a stick to beat the hearings with. The com-
mittee has since severed the agreement with the
NRA, and that’s the prudent thing to do. Now that this
1ame attempt to abscure the larger purposes of the
{nvestigation has flopped, the committee and the

- administration and the nation need to get on with

finding out what really caused the bloodshed at
Waco and why it happened that way.,

TOTAL P.14
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Russia holds key to
action by allies

1an Traynor ja Vienns
and lan Black in London

LAST-DITCH US
drive for mass
* bombing ralds to

halt Serbian
attacks and sal
vage the UN mis.
sion in Bosnia depended last
night on Russia’s agreement to
back the Western allies, and on
the UN in effect surrendering
its veto over Nato air attacks.
*-Amid (rantic diplomatic
efforts to secure a credible deal
at today’s London conference,
cails by the US defence secre-
tary, Willlam Perty, for 2 “'dis.
proportionate” and wide-rang-
‘ing air campaign were strongly
opposed by Russia’s (oreign
mh'lllur.Andre
‘Ten days of diplomacy almed
at keeping the UN in Bosnia
while restraining the Serbian
frenzy of ethnic cleansing (n
UN safe havens -culminate
today at the lLancaster House
eonference of world leaders,

- But diplomats said the run.up
" to the confercnca has merely

deepened divisions within Nato

and with Rusaia that have pura-

lysed international policy on
nis for three years.

Jacques Chirac, the French
presldenr. last night agreed to
the'US plan for air strikes.in
and around Gorazde and Sara-
jevo, A White House spokes-
man sajd ha expected the US,
France and Britain would be
able L& resent a unified pro-

3Ye

The Bosnian Serbs "showed
no sign of being intimidated
yesterday, resuming their
shelling of Zepa after a deadlina
for its surrender expired in the
alternoon. The towns ‘defend-
ers rejected Serbian conditions
for the detention of most males,
who. it was, twvd ght be

d. .

In western Bosnia. the rebel
Serd army {n Croatia:pushed
across the Bosnian border
towards the sa.re huven of Bf-
hae, seizine ‘bordes
town and driving another 1 ooo
‘eivillans into flieht. . - .

RUSSIA...Pg. 2

U.5. GAINS SUPPORT
FOR PLAN TO BOMB
BOSNIA SERB UNITS

FRANCE STILL HOLDS OUT

NATO and U.N. Officials Meet
in London to Forge Policy
on Balkan Fighting

By JOHN DARNTON

LONDON, July 20 = On the eve of
a critical allied meeting on Bosnia,
the United States won support from
Britain today for a plan to threaten
the Bosnian Serbs with widespread
NATO air strikes if the Serbs contin-
ue attacks on “safe areas” in east-
ern Bosnla even if the Bosnian Serbs
retaliate against Western hostages.

But France, which like Britain has.

thousands of troops among the Unit.
ed Nations peacekeeping force there,
still had not signed onto the plan only
hours before the multinational cone
ference here was to start.

Active efforts to win over the

French were under way. President
Clinton spoke by phone this after.
noon with President Jacques Chirac,
who is on a state visit to Morocco,
and the American Defense Secre-
tary, William Perry, met for hours in
& London hotel this evening with his
French counterpart, Charles Millon.

The French, who for the past week
have called upon the allies to use
strong military measures to stop
further Bosnian Serb attacks, appar-
ently still favored their own plan of
sending up to 1,000 troops to re-
inforce Gorazde, the last enclave In
eastern Bosnian still under control of
the Muslim-led Bosnian Government
forces. With about 60,000 residents,
the city is defended by about 3,000
Bosnian Government troops and is
the base for more than 300 lightly
armed British and Ukrainian troops
in the United Nations force.

To put teeth in the ultimatum to
the Bosnian Serbs to refrain from
attacking Gorazde or other “safe
areas” and to stop shelling Sarajevo,
the besieged Bosnian capital, Ameri-
can officlals said the air attacks
would be “major and sustained,”
unlike previous retaliatory strikes

against single targets.

Mr, Perty told reporters en route
to the meeting that targets that
could be hit over a series of days

" could include not just antaircraft

batleries and defense systems, but
also ammunition dumps, communi-

SUPPORT...Pg. 3
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At Heanng, GOP Panel Members Suggest ATF Deceived Military to Obtain Help

By Sue Anne Pressley and John F. Harris
ashingten Pont Staff Writers

President Clinton, resuming the Demo- -

eratic offensive against congressional
hearings on the siege of Waco, yesterday
sccused Republicans of suggesting that
the mistakes made by federa! law enforce-
ment agents during the siege somehow

excused “the depravity that took place in-

side that compound.”

Citing Wednesday’s testimony by 14-
year-old Kiri Jewell, who told lawmakers
she was forced to have sex with Branch

Rayigign leader David Kergsh- Lo e e o o

This publication is prepared by American Forces Informauon Service (AFIS/OATSD-PA) to bring to the attention of
key personnel news items of interest to them in their official capacities. It is notintended to substitute for newspapers
and periodicals as a means of keeping informed about the meaning end impact of news developments. Use of these
articles does not reflect official endorsement. Further reproduction for private use or gain is subject to original
copynght restrictions. Please pass this copy on to someone else who needs current news information, then...

said “there is no‘.moral equivalency” be- '

tween Koresh's actions and the efforts of
FBI and Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms agents to enforce the law. He

said "people in elected office” who por-

trayed federal law enforcers as “some sort
of armed bureaucracy, acting on private
grudges and hidden agendas . . . ought to
be ashamed of themselves.® -
The hearings resumed with some Re-
publican House members suggésting that
ATF officials deliberately deceived the

U.S. military about illegal drug activity at -

the Mount Carmel compound in order to

receive helicopters, armored vehicles and
special training for the ill-fated 1993 raid.
“No law was violated, but BATF was in

" such a hurry to get military support they
_ created a drug connection,” charged Rep.

Steven Schiff (R-N.M.). Fellow Republi-
can lleana Ros-Lehtinen of Florida flatly
accused ATF officials of “lying about the
dru -

diana, said the issue of the military’s role

WACO...Pg. 15

Another Repubhcan. Steve Buyer of In-
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Abroad at Home
ANTHONY LEWIS

What Should We Do?

More and more Americans are
coming to believe that this country
must act to stop the horror in Bosnia.
Some who long opposed involvement
{ind it unbearable to see the latest
victims of Serblan aggression and
xnow that the worid’s greatest power
{s doing nothing about it — nothing
about nationalist fanatics, in Europe,
who hang young boys because they
are of a different religion. :

What should we do? The only seri»
ous answer is to supply elements of
force to resist the aggressors. Force
is the one thing the Bosnian Serb
jeaders respect. All along they have
attacked only when they were confi-
dent that the West, especially the
United States, would not intervene.

The need in Bosnia today Is for a
multinational force, as the French
have proposed, free of U.N. ham-
strings. That will not happen unless
the U.S. participates: a big enough
contribution in helicopters or strike
units or whatever to give this coun-
try the voice that only comes with
shared risk.

The new force must first protect
Goraxde, the last *‘safe area” in east-
em Bosnia not yet gobbled up by the

The U.S. must use
- force in Bosnia.

Serbs. Its loss would be not enly a
humanitarian disaster but a decisive
humtliation for the West. Then the
multinational force must make the
other “safe areas,” Sarajevo and Bi-
hac, truly that: ending Serbian snip-
ing and shelling, securing access

foutes.

The United States Is already com-
mitted to supplying up to 25000
troops to help protect a withdrawal
of the U.N. Protection Force. If the
allies do not agree o stop the Bosni-
an Serbs’ genocldal campaign,
France has sald it will pull its troops
out of Unprofor, forcing a withdraw-
al. Would we rather put American
soldiers’ lives at risk in an ignomini-
ous Unprofor withdrawal or in a
meaningful stand against the aggres-
sors? In any event we must share
some of the risk with the French and
any other participating ally.

The risk would be bearable, I
think, because the Bosnlan Serb lead-
ers do not like to engage armies that
can fight back. They prefer shelling
civillans. The multinational force
would make clear the price of contin-
ued aggression: One more shell into
Sarajevo, and your headquarters will
be destroyed.

There is no other way to stop what
is happening. Senator Bob Dole’s
proposal simply to lift the arms em-
bargo on Bosnia unilaterally would
leave Sarajevo and the rest unpro-
tected for many months, while arms
were secured and Bosntans trained.

This country has an enormous de-
fense establishment. What is it for, if
not to be used in a conflict that
threatens our great alliance and our
standing in the world? Former Am-
bassador Robert Oakley told The
Boston Globe last week that he had
always ‘opposed U.S. involvement,
wbut we have so humiliated our-
selves in the eyes of the world that
I've changed my mind."

The credibility of American power
and purpose is national interest
enough. But we have an interest of
another kind In Bosnia. President

Chirac of France mentioned it when
he called for action against the
Serbs, who have been traditional
French allies. He spoke of ““national
honor.”

-As the genocldal tactics of the Bos-
nlan Serbs have been brought home
to us — literally home, on television
« all kinds of groups in this country
have started to speak out. A particu-
larly compelling statement came to
me from the advisory board on Holo-
caust studies at the University of
Vermont. 1 wish I could quate more
than a few sentences,

“It is clear to even a casual ob-
server that Serbs will continue to
‘cleanse’ Bosnia untll they are forced
to stop,” the statement said “We
know what's going on. We all know.
This is a war against humanity, and
tor this nation to do nothing is un-
thinkable and unacceptable.

*We call on the world's leaders to
reckon not only the cost of acting, but
the cost of not acting. The ethnic
cleansers of the future will conclude
that genocide is a workable policy so
long as one doesn't threaten the ma-
terial resources of a power with the
potential to complain.

*Involvement will be costly and
risky. The only riskier course is our

_ present one ~ pretending and doing
nothing.”

The issue for America {s not just
those fellow human beings in Basnia.
4% is who we are. [w]

WACO...from Pg. 1

was important because Americans
historically have believed in the sep-
aration of the military from civilian
aHairs. “More than any other, the
‘image of Bradley Fighting Vehicles
and M-1 tanks set against the bum-
ing Mount Carmel compound calls

the ATF in its planning of the origi-

_ nal Feb. 28 raid and helped write the

Treasury Department’s scathing re-
port on the operation.

. They cited the lack of a strategy
for retreat when agents were met
with gunfire, the communication
breakdowns and the faulty intelli-
gence reports that left the agents in

into question the role of the military the position of being aq:!?ushed by
at Waco,” Buyer said. the awaiting Branch Davidians. Four

The hearings, conducted jointly by federal agents and six Branch Davi-
two House subcommittees, first took dians were killed during the opening
testimony from a team of experts assault, which resulted in the 51-day
who reviewed the mistakes made by standoff before the final conflagra-

tion that took more than 80 lives on
Apri19.

*] find no conspiracy in my re-
view,” said review panel member
Wade Ishimoto, a former military in-
telligence officer. “Perhaps some in-
experisnce. but no criminal negli-

Lawmakers then heard from mili-

tary officials who described the pro-

cess by which they reviewed and ul-

timately accepted the ATF's request
for military assistance.

The Posse Comitatus Act, passed

in 1878, bars military forces from di-

WACO...Pg. 16 -

China Insisted that its missile test near

WALL STREET Taiwan, starting today, Is nothing more
JOURNAL =~ . _ t.hma:a tnbn&m;ldexexdse_r:r;at ;ms:;:ru no
. 1 e Taiwanese. Talwan's a-
July 21, 1,995 ment approved & law governing the coun-
Pg. 1 ‘ try’s first presidential vote in 19%. .
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'WACO WITNESSES

Below Is the witness list for Day 2 of the House hearings on the N
government’s ralds on the Branch Davidians. The new roundof -+

stioning will focus on the planning of the ralds and the Defense
aeplrtmem's involvement. s

PanelA

Robert Sanders, former deputy director for enforcement for the Bureau

of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) . .

‘Wade Ishimoto of Sandia National Laboratories

George Morrison of the Los Angeles Police Depariment T
. John Koonce of the Drug Enforcement Adminstration

Donald A. Bassett, former crisis management specialist for the FB!

Panel B — Defense Department Assistance o
H. Allen Holmes, assistant secretary of defense for special Y]
operations/flow-intensity conllict . o -

_.__—__—_._—-——————_—'__-_—-‘
Amy Maj. Gen. John M. Pickler, commander of Joint Task Force 6~
AnnYaBrig. Gen. Michael Hufiman, assistant judge advocate general fof!
civil law e

Chris Crane of the Special Forces Group

i

Army L1. Col. Philip Lindley, former deputy staff judge advocate for U.S::
Arrn; Special Forges Corenymand puty udge L

Amy Special Forces LOMM e e
Army Maj. Mark Petres, formerly of the 3/3d Special Forces Group __*
Army Staff Sqt. Steve Fritts, formerly of 3/3d Special Forces Group ..
AGrmy Staff Sgt. Robert W. Mareland, formerly of 3/3d Special Forces ...
roup : -

Army Sqt. 1st Class Chris Ounn, formerty ot ar3d Spedial Forces Groug,
Panel C — Tactical Planning of ic En - L
Phillip Chojnacki, former ATF special agent in charge in Houston 1ee
Chuck Sarabyn :

‘William Bulford, ATF resident agent in charge in Litile Rock

Lewis Merletli, deputy director of the Treasury Department review team-
Panel D — ATF and Treasury Department Approval of * ic Entry” "~
Steve Higgins, former ATF director i
John Simpson, former acting assistant Treasury secreta

Christopher Cuyler, ATF liaison for the assistant secreta

Michael Langan, former acting deputy assistant Treasury secretary
Lioyd M. Bentsen, former Treasury secretary

—T
The washwgion TS

15

Z 0023573




~

o

FRIDAY, July 21, 1995

(N

|vec0. . . from Pg. 15

rect enforcement of civil law as 2
protection to citizens. But in 1989,
after then-Defense Secretary Rich-
ard B. Cheney declared illegal drugs
a threat to national security, Con-

approved a measure allowing
the Pentagon to assist law enforce-
ment agencies in their fight against
drugs. In the Waco case, the “drug
nexus” has become a hotly disputed
matter.

ATF agents investigating Koresh
before the February raid requested
military assistance based on their
contention that the compound
housed an illegal methamphetamine
tab and that as many as 11 of Ko-
resh’s followers had histories of drug
violations. . :

Then-Gov. Ann Richards (D) au-
thorized the use of Texas Air Na-
tional Guard radar planes to fly over
Mount Carmel in early January 1993
as part of the ATF’s surveillance,
based on the drug allegations, and
ATF secured assistance from the
Army's Special Forces Command us-
ing the same information. ATF
agents spent three days before the
Feb. 28 raid training at Fort Hood
near Killeen, Tex., and on the mom-
ing of the raid, three military heli-
copters were used to fly over the
compound as attle trailers bearing
75 agents approached the buildings.

But none of the autopsies of
Branch Davidians showed any traces
of illegal drugs. Nor was there any
mention of illegal drug activity at
Mount Carmel in the affidavit pre-
pared by ATF special agent Davy
Aguilera to support his request fora
search warrant.

Nonetheless, Republicans were
not able to elicit testimony that con-
firmed allegations that ATF officials

‘lied about the drug con-
nection. The Army generals and

assisted the ATF testified that they
saw no reason to doubt the allega-
tions made by the ATF and largely
played down the question of whether
they were mi

Rep. Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.)
charged that some Republican mem-
bers were apparently incited to
question the military involvement
because of an article in the May is-

members of the Special Forces who-

sue of Soldier of Fortune magazine
offering “documented proof that
ATF commandos—aided by U.S.
Special Forces—planned [the] ‘at-
tack’ on Branch Davidians.” Schu-
mer pointed out that the article was
inaccurate in its statements that
Staff Sgt. Robert Moreland and Sgt.
1st Class Chris Dunn, then with the
Special Forces, were present at the
Mount Carmel site on the moming
of the raid.

“Soldier of Fortune is not known
for its veracity,” Schumer said.

All in all, it was another frustrat-
ing day for Republicans. They have
found their efforts to draw attention
to the failings at Waco overshad-
owed by Democratic charges that
the National Rifle Association is or-
chestrating the hearings and by
Wednesday's dramatic testimony by
Kiri Jewell, who was called as a wit-
ness by Democrats.

“These hearings are not just about
the NRA and 14-year-old girls,”
complained Rep. Bill Zeliff (R-N.H.),
one of the co-chairmen.

Clinton, appearing before federal
law enforcement officers gathered at
Blair House, said he did not object to
the House holding hearings and ac-
knowledged that federal agents had
made mistakes at Waco. Nonetheless,
he cited Kiri Jewell’s testimony of
how Koresh abused his followers and
their children as providing justifica-
tion for federal action against the self-
styled messiah.

“Here was 3 man who was molest-

ing young girls and paddling children
with boat oars,” Clinton said. “A man
who was laying up supplies and illegal
weapons for Armageddon; a man who
was instructing women and children
about how to commit suicide; 3 man
who took the trust of young children
and twisted it, who told people that if
they wanted to do the will of God they
had to be willing to kill for God.”

Gladys Ottman, 70, a Koresh fol-
lower who is attending the hearings,
disputed allegations of child abuse and
said they were part of a continuing
campaign to demonize the sect. “We
would be the first ones to rise up
against child abuse and drugs and
murder,” said Ottman, clasping her
Bible. “They keep having this big cov-
erup, bringing up things that are not
relevant.”

Cuba threatens force ;
if exiles encroach. - * |

HAVANA — The Cuban govern-
ment said yesterday fresh viola-
4 tions by Cuban exiles of its airr
space or territorial waters would
be a “fatal mistake” because it}
is ready to use military force to
repulse them. AT

. In the toughest warning so far
to the government's exile oppos
nents in Miami, a Cuban Foreign

WASHINGION TIMES July 21, 1995 Pg. 16

Ministry spokesman told them:
not to try to repeat an incursioh
last week by a flotilla of boats
and planes that was blocked by
Cuban naval forces. H
“These anti-Cubans should not
confuse a sense of responsibllity
and restraint with weakness.'If -
they do confuse these terms, I*
think they will be making a fatal
mistake.” the spokesman, Rafael
Dausa, told a news conference in
Havana. : :

At Presstime

Britain sets out stakes,
allies wrestle on Bosnia

LONDON, July 21 (Reuter) - Brit-
ain said today the U.N. mission in
Bosnia would collapse if the “safe
area” of Gorazde fell to the Serbs,
raising the stakes as Western al-
lies argued over how to end the
humiliation and chaos on the
ground. ’

Foreign Secretary Malcolm
Rifkind said there was “a very
good prospect of general agree-
ment” st a major internstional
conference in London, called af-
ter the Bosnian Serbs overran the
Moslem enclave of Srebrenica last
week,

The U.S., Russia, key European
allies and other countries with
troops in Bosnia are meeting top
U.N. and NATO officials in talks
that are widely seen as a last
chance to save the crumbling U.N.
mission.

*| believe there is a common
desire to see the UnitedNations
continue in Bosnia,” Rifkind told
B8BC radio.

“1 think there’s a common real-
ization that the fall of Gorazde
would make that for all practical
purposes impossible.

“...we must not just rely on fine
words, if warnings are given then
it must be quite clear that we mean
what we say whenthese warnings
are issued.” ’

" N. Korea Condemns

Japan's Defense Paper
PYONGYANG, July 21 (Xinhua)

. == N. Korea todsy lashed out at

Japan's 1995 white paper on na-
tional defense which listed it as

the nation posing the biggest -

threat to Japan. -

An article in the N. Korean news.:

paper Rodong Sinmun sald
Japan’s allegation that Pyongyang

may p bioch | weap-
ons and is stepping up research
on nuclear weapons snd ballistic
missiles is totally groundless.

Japan is using such accusations
as an excuse for its first step of
overses expansion, the newspa-
per added.

Sri Lankaﬁ rebels take
fight to east and west

COLOMBO, July 21 (Reuter) -
Sri Lankan Tiger rebels, extending
the theater of war from the north-
ern Jaffna peninsula, ambushed
an army foot patrol in the east to-
day, military sources said.

The soliders were attacked just
as they were about to re-enter
their camp at Pallikuduaruppu,
near Muttur, eight miles south of
Trincomalee, after a night’s sortie,
the sources said. Four soldiers.
were killed.

Last evening, five police were
killed when a landmine planted by
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam exploded under their truck
on the western island of Mannar,
the military said.

Cambodian army captures
key Khmer Rougev base

PHNOM PENH, July 21 (Reuter)
-The Cambodian army has driven
Khmer Rouge guerrillas out of a
village named Dead Tiger, a battle-
field victory it hopes will protect
the lucrative border trade with
Thailand. ) ;

Col. Prak Sakhoeun, deputy
commander of the Battambang
provincial army in the northwest,
said 2,700 government troops
backed by eight tanks and four
armoured personnel carriersovers
ran the guerrilla base atKlar Ngap
(Dead Tiger) last Tuesday after-
noon.

D el e

(Complete wire copy available at
CNARS, Boom>4€881)

The Current News Early Bird, Supplement, and Radis-TV -
Defense Dialog are now available at www.dtic.dla.mil/ebird.
Read detailed instructions on the Early Bird "home page® or call
the Defense Technical Information Center for information (703-

274-7251, DSN 284-7251). These electronic publications cannot
be made available to any addresses other than DoD and .mil sites.
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Clinton wants
to threaten Serbs
jJo

%5

President Clinton won the con-
sent of French President Jacques
-Chirac yesterday to threaten the
Bosnian Serbs with massive air
strikes in a bid to deter them from
seizing the “safe area"” of Gorazde,
the last enclave in eastern Bosnia-
Herzegovina still under firm gov-
ernment control.

The French president’s acquies-
cence removes a major obstaclein
the path of agreement today at a
scheduled meeting in Londonona
response to the Serbian offensive
against the “safe areas” under
U.N. protection.

The Serbian attacks and allied
disputes also threatened the sta-
bility of NATO.

In Congress, leaders threaten-
ing to force a lifting of the em-
bargo against the Bosnian govern-
ment postponed a vote until next

week.

“We believe the British, the
French and the U.S. will present
some consensus at the meeting,’

see CLlNTON, page Al6

By J. Jennings Moss

e Government forces won't surren-
der Zepa to Bosnian Serbs. AlS.

No coopetatloni Park Police Maj. Robert Hines (left), Sat.

ATF accused of inventing ¢

Demo_crats’ Waco tactics frustrate GOP

By Laurie Kellman
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms fabricated drug
charges against Branch Davidi-
ans, possessed no “sophisticated”
backup plan for their raid ‘that
killed four ATF agents and six sect
members, and even doctored rec-
ords to protect supervisors, ac
cording to testimony yesterday be-
fore a House panel.

“The second day of hearings be-
fore a panel made up of two House
subcommittees revealed that
ATF'sraid — which led to the gov-
ernment’s S1-day standoff with the
sect near Waco, Texas —was badly
planned, and military aid was ac-
quired for the raid by the agency’s
false charge that the Davidians op-
erated a drug lab. ",

Despite the information long
sought by GOP lawmakers, some
Republicans remained frustrated
that Democrats have gained con-
siderable attention by demanding
subpoenas of National Rifle Asso-
ciation members and calling a 14-
year-old girl’ who accused cult
jeader David Koresh of sexual
abuse. . . .

“These hearings are not just
about the NRA and 14-year-old
girls,” complained Rep. Bill Zeliff,

. New Hampshire Republican and
chairman of one of the two sub-
committees conducting the hear-
ings. !

“This is about Waco, Waco,

Waco, not the NRA;" fumed Judi-

ciary Committee Chairman Henry

J. Hyde, Illinois Republican, who

see WACO, page Al3
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WASHINGTON TIMES *

‘The House is expected to vote |
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| .“’Attorney ;General Janet .Reno
conceded yesterday she had been
unaware that the United States in
1993 signed .an’ international
agreement to ban the .chemical
"weapon federal officials used . in
.the final assault on the Branch
Davidian compound _near . Waco, .
" 'Miss Reno also said the civilian
Army scientist she consulted be-
| fore authorizing use of the gas told
‘|- her it would have “no permanent
veffect” on children — advice hotly
‘contested by other, chemical-

“*sight hearing. *,#

~that,"..
- Reno said. “I subsequently h

*.i7 “Were you aware ‘at :the ‘time
" that the authorized use of the CS
- gas had been banried by the Paris
".Chemical Weapons Convention?’
Sen.  Arlen Specter, Pennsylvani
‘Republican, asked Miss Reno dur
ing a Judiciary Committee over

\ ..lsg
" that the treaty may not be ratified :
- and that there was a law enforce-"
-’ment exception” ... 0 U
. The Chemical Weapons Conven-
““tion (CWC), signed .in. January
. 1993 by 159 nations, including the .
- ‘United States, prohibits the devel-

= %I had not hear t)”

. 0]

'mwxgmm@mmam~
»-8l¥’s Aftorney General Janet
eno tefls 'senators she would ..
C in. SRR

pirient, production, stockpiling or.

use’ of cheniical weapons. It has
1 htified by 29 countries but

By Siona Jenkins .

- SPI E CIAL TOTHE WASHINGTON TIMES  ~~
CAIRO — President Hosni Mu-

barak yesterday.accused Sudan's

offered U.S. help to find out who
was .behind Monday's attempted
assassination. = . ... sl

. Mr. Mubarak,  whose _govern-
ment has been battling a funda-
mentalist Muslim insurgency, said

radical Muslim leaders of trying .’
to kill him, and President Clinton

Egypt ‘sent investigators to Ethi-.
~opia, where gunmen fired on his -
limousine Monday as he headed to .

a meeting of African leaders.
gerprints of the two slain attack-
ers against records of radicals in
Egypt, Sudan and elsewhere,
Cairo newspapers said yesterday.
They speculated that the attackers
were Egyptians with backing from
Sudan, which borders Egypt to the

i

- south. - .

- Egypt wants to check the fin- :
.~ cleric Hassan Turabi, believed to-

* see MUBARAK, page A16

.

Zation of the' Sudanese govern
‘ment — and [ think that it is un
likely' <= or" by Turabi .and his:

".: ‘group,” Mr Mubarak told arally of -} |-
.'5,000 people at Qubba Palace yes- -

terday. . .../ -
He  was . referring

to '.Islaniié_'
* be the power behind the Sudanese
government of Lt. Gen, Omar Ba--

* - shir. The general took power.ina
. 1989 ‘coup, ‘and Egypt's relations

* with Sudan have since soured.. ' .
Mr. Turabi deniedany role inthe

1Ty
! ]
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Volume 14, Number 179
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‘| .- TWO DIEIN PG ARSON —
- Arlington man Is charged with ..
murdering his grandfather and aunt .

County home early yesterday. C4

Beltwav / A6 Lotteries / C3’

*.| By Cheryl Wetzstein
in a blaze at their Prince George's .

“THE WASHINGTON TIMES ;
" A national prsh to affirm par-
ents’ rights to r: ‘se their children

will get a boost today when mem-
hara nf the Hance and Senate

[T i

|to guard parents’ rights

introduce the bill today with
* nearly 60 co-sponsors, - -« - "7

" ""Sen. Charles E. Grassley, Iowa

Republican, will introduce a Sen-
ate version of the bill, which would
seek to balance parental rights
with societv’s interest in protect-
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r peacetime uses ofRCJ‘g
Jlaw ‘enforcem
“ unaff cted

pound called O-chlorobenzalmg 4

‘lononitrile, or .CS, in .an effort
-drive the Dawdmns from the ms.

e ATm
agents shot the
compound as’'a .fine powd .
; compressed-au‘ canisters. The res
“sulting gas flooded the buildings.
- for six hours before the compound
-erupted into flames and bum ed
the ground. -
.. :Having previou
Hamza Fatah one of the answer questions_on the . 1
the consequences of CS gas, Mls‘s ‘

y be cer- _ including
Mr E : leaders of the fundamentalist Van- | -
Gamaa al-Islamiyya aré . guardsof the Congquest. Egypt has | ‘Reno yesterday shed lighton those
p sslble candxdates, and both have , long accused ‘Sudan of harborin ‘issues as Senate mvesugators pre-:
‘carried ttacks efore convu:ted terrorist Tk gt yigit - | pare to hold Waco hearings ;er
' p ore i+ -| :similar ;Hou: proceedmg
begm July 1
.Mr. Specte:

_sécond .time ’abo

“Were you aware tha
fac

-“As Iin
not aware of it atthe

cially’ gwen
‘1 advised of the treaty"
said.

in Egypt mrecent
Hundreds of Egyptian mﬂitants
are believed .to be’ training at -
. Sud: ~Last .year 300

v o

+ main organizatio
Egypt are the G

‘ya (Islamic ‘Gro

(Holy War) mo
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afa Said, a_prof

‘es would protect

" ited or incompe-
allow_children"
undermined.:y
Sffice’ says. it re-
riticisms by say:-

t the: upbrmgmg,
f theu' chxldren‘

ouglas Johnson said yesterday :

United Nations ‘agreement abou

LW sasssssssm Wb

:Meanwhile, an effort ' to ratify a -

th
R g gas pnot S A

P
tion,’in forced labor.or as ¥ “human’
shields” in war, Ms; Albrig  said”’
ini g state_ment inF

Women for Amenca, have wamed
that the treaty would’ supersede
both U.S. law and Amencan par-.

‘g genc es to,
ufy every instan I of ]

House Republicans
think they can win black voters

.Democratic Party and who, as the’

last November. ..
JutIf we shift the dxscussnon to
:equal opportumty and _economic
.growth in a way that many in the

! | ‘African-American .. community

" srintenden: -
<es waves,

" school officialsg
end $7,400 per
" ssional reports
nount at $9,600

‘intendent Wal: ]

1s a strong sup-
im and has said
_ ¢ in privatiza-
e experiment’s
points to EAT's
wols filled with
d staffed wit-
classroom. He
wvements will

gains am those voters .
the aide said.:

ing reform of affirmative action

that would repeal all government ~ .
- ‘age” of legislation being put to-:
‘gether .by ' .the House Mmority

set-asides, preferences and quotas -

-based on race or sex but permit :.
“affirmative ‘action based on eco-,

‘homic status and allow the govern:

‘ment to récruit in areas thh hlgh :

mmonty populations. -, "

«Mr. Canady said yesterday that ‘_

he will introduce the bill in the.
‘near future” He said minor modi-
fications are being made. '

. House leadership aides sai the 2

bm would ‘be introduced even ’
‘without thesan

Ar Canady sl foderal affirm-

-ative-action policies are divisive

‘who feel disenfranchised fromthe .-
. .-that this ' would not come to
black middle class ‘grows, -share
‘the’ conservative values that Re-
‘publicans espoused in the sweep -

: Rep. Charles T Canady, Florida ’
‘Republlcan, has drafted a sweep-

with' Republican”leaders  on’ his
bill.“1 understand the perspective

floor this year” * :

- Still, he said, the systéem frace
and sex preferenees that has been
put in place over the past 25 years
has not helped women or blacks.

.“It has reinforced prejudice and
. had meager results for members
..of the nunority commumty" he
-will respond posxtively to, we can ‘. said.

Mr. Canady saxd hfs subeommit-

17 . tee on the Constitution will hold
- hearings soon on “the impact of
'race and gender preferences””. '}’

.House leaders are more inter-
ested in an “empowerment packs

Outreach Task Force. !
. Mr. Gingrich chose Rep 2K C.
Watts of Oklahoma, who is black;

“ to’ work with fellow Republican
:Rep. James M, Talent of Missouri.

to head a task force on minority
outreach. They are charged with
gen roducing a package of legislation
eficial to the inner city, includ-
ing empowerment zones,school

- choice .and ‘expansion ot‘ the

earned income tax credit.
Even the White House s review-

y. | ot Remt’}'x ¢ effect of this’
: , effect o ‘gas.on
"8&_

ents’ rights to raise their children.
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“manent effect’; of :CS ‘on’;

“and the elderiy, Miss Reno ‘said.w’
-An Army, spokesman did not r

turn a call about the scientist. T
Other experts said the assess-

wrong. D .
= “My study the exxstmg medi-
cal literature of CS gas convinced
me ‘that 'CS ‘gas -posed a lethal
"threat to babies,”: said :Dr.. ‘Alap
‘Stone, 'a Harvard University pro~
fessor of psychiatry and law hirég
by the Justice Department to rg;
view the Waco raid. “Babies donot
breathe hard enough to use a gé's
msk i '-;" 7'}]""{3 i '
=Dr. Stone and other experts pre-
vmusly told The Times that sucha
substance would cause young cb,;l
dren’s eyes to shut, bring on severe
. respiratory : distress “and over-
whelm them with vomiting,

-‘The White House has called the
use of CS gas on the Davidians“apy-
propriate”, and said it would- b
_used again if necessaiy. But Miss

Reno declmed to ‘endorse its usb
yesterday. % S

"If the questlon were to come up
today, you would still use CS gas?”
Mr. Specter asked her.':

- “No, sir;” Miss Reno said,1 notmg
‘that -she is’ studying- the mattgf.
“What I would dois to see what the
latest information is, 1ook at it all
over again, make the best judg::
.ment I could based 6n tﬁe Inqqg‘-
es that we have made”> .- 2

*Miss Reno ‘denied makin ]

. 1 .
1. decisxon to promote the' man-:v'R; :
“oversaw two botched raids, inelud- .| -

‘ing the one’in'Waco, conducted by -
the FBL. Larry Potts, now deputy
.director ‘of -the FBI, ‘als6 super-
.vised the 1992 raid on the moun-
tain cabin of white separatist Ran-
:dall Weaver in Idaho, in which Mt
Weaver'swxfeandsonwerelnlledi‘ :
: #“I did riot make the promotion”: |
but signed off ‘on it;*Miss -Reno
said, noting that she does “every-

" ing federal 8ﬂ"lrrnnﬁvn-nrﬁnn nra.
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.My study of the existmg medi-
cal literature of CS gas convinced
me that CS gas posed-a’lethal
threat to babies)”: said. Dr.
Stone, a Harvard University pro-
fessor of psychiatry and law hn'éﬁ
by the Justice Department to ri
view the Waco raid. “Babies do no
breathe hard enough
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- Dr. Stone and other experts pre
vlously told The Times that sucia
substance would catise young ch;l
dren’s eyes to shut, bring on severe
respiratory - distress : and ovér-'
whelm them with vomiting. :
- The White House has called the
use of CS gas on the Davidians ‘ap:
propriate”. and said;it! would " ‘b
used again if necessary, But Miss.
Reno declmed to endorse its usb
yesterday. - 2
“If the questlon were to come up
today, you would still use CS gas
.~ “No, sir”” Miss Reno sald,notﬁx"g
- that she is’ studying- the :mattaf’
-“What I would do is to see what the
latest information is; looK at it'all
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ment I could based on 'the inquig.’
1es that we have made.” i
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" But the defense has been unable to
challenge Fuhrman directly with that
material. As compensation, it was pre-
 to seftle for Ito’s jury instruction.

With that out, the war’s back on.
Among options Cochran is consider-

ing for Ito to consider:

» Granting Fuhrman immunity from
tion. That might force Fuhrman
to answer questions because his re-

By Sam Vincent Meddis
USA TODAY

Senate hearings into the bloody Ruby.

Rlidge case are taking a toll on the im-

age of federal law enforcement agents.

With disturbing questions being
raised each day, agencles will have to

" do “some very serjous work .,, some

very serious public relations” to dispel
the cloud, sald Joseph diGenova, for-
mer US. attorney in Washington, D.C.

Hearings resume Tuesday, possibly
with testimony from former officials of
the U.S. Marshals Service.

Crucial testimony is expected to

come later in the hearings from the FBI
sniper who killed Idaho white separatist
Randy Weaver's wife, Vicki. A Justice
Department report criticized the snip-
er, Lon Horluchl, for firing the shot.
" Federal authorities have denied that
agents instigated the Ruby Ridge con-
frontation with Weaver or improperly
targeted him on a gun charge.

“It was Mr. Weaver’s actions that set
this into play,” Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco and Firearms Director John Ma«
gaw told a Senate panel,

But three days of hearings last week
by a Senate judiciary subcommittee
heightened suspicions of government
wrongdoing in the 1992 raid that cost
the lives of two members of Weaver’s
family and a deputy marshal. .

Weaver kicked off the hearings by
accusing federal agents of fabricating
firearms violations against him and of
firing on his wife while she was holding
their 10-month-old girl,

“I think he came across as a very

credible witness, with all his faults,”.

said Rep. Bob Barr, R-Ga., a member of
the House committee that earlier this
summer examined the 1993 federal as
sault on the Branch Davidian religious
compound near Waco, Texas.

Barrsaid he sees an alarming pattern
in the Ruby Ridge hearings, “pieces of
the same cloth we saw in Waco: a tre-
mendous arrogance among federal law
enforcement.”

The FBI's legislative agenda also is

. being hurt, particularly a pending coun-

terterrorism bill that would give the bu-
reau stronger powers and more re-
sources. “There’s very serious questions
about it” passing, sald Barr.

Progun activists, who have long
charged that federal law enforcement

¢niet among tnem: tne nreat of more
delays. Given his increasingly impatient
jury, Ito says his “biggest concern is fin-
ishing .. . with an intact jury.”

He also faces another major legal
battle over the scope and size of the
prosecution’s rebuttal case, technically
still scheduled to start today. Originally
billed by prosecutors as a five-day af-
falr, it now includes @ whopping witness

By Rnd Ells. Agence France-Presse
MAGAW: Says Weaver's actions insti-
gated Ruby Ridge, Idaho, shootout

PPOTUIILY wenervs 53 UOULUWA S WL W
detail Simpson's Bronco freeway chase
to show “consciousness of gullt.” The
defense says prosecutors never
broached this issue in their case, mak-
ing it ineligible for rebuttal.

“Some of things are absolutely in-
credible,” Cochran says. “They’re fust
trying to throw a lot of stuff up and see
if they can get a few things in.”

Federal agents’ image taking a beating

{

! .
JYy
3:

} e

H

» T By Joe M.
EARINGS: Sen. Arlen Specter, R-Pa,, left, chaimman of the Senate J

A D PSDIVIT, AHT UTIGIG 1D |
begun legal action seeking records
related to Fuhrman's previous ar-
rests. Defense lawyers' goal: To
show he planted evidence or lied in
other cases. To do that, they would
seek testimony from other police of-
ficers who worked with or around
Fuhrman.

t

Committee, listens to separatist Randy Weaver testify.

» RUBY RIDGE: A federal
agent and two family members of
white separatist Randy Weaver
were killed in 1992 during a failed
rald on Weaver’s remote home in
northern. Idaho, Weaver says the
rald, sparked by agents conducting
surveillance near his home, was un-

. necessary and that his wife was tar-
geted by a FBI sniper who had or-
ders to shoot on sight. Government
officials say Weaver was wanted in

~ Raids at issue: Subject of Senate hearings

connection with a weapons charge,
and his actions led to the gunfire.

» WACO: Four federal agen
and more than 80 members of the
Branch Davidian religious cult,
whose compound was near Waco,
Texas, were killed when a Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms rald
went awry in 1993, Congressional
hearings this summer found exam-
ples of government bungling, but lit-
tle evidence of criminal wrongdoing.

agents employ excessive force in fire-
arms cases, say they see growing public
support for their complaints.

“The hearings are exposing to great-
er and greater public view the abroga-

tion of civil rights by federal law en- . system,
forcement agencles,” sald John Snyder

of the Citizens’ Committee for the Right
to Keep and Bear Arms. “They’ve got-
ten a black eye as a result.”

The damage to the agencles Is likely
to increase over the coming two weeks
of hearings as the panel probes more
deeply Into the controversial shoot-on+
sight orders given by the FBI in the 11-

»

day standoff with the Weavers. .

The hearings could have an adverse
effect on law enforcers if committee
members try to pin blame on individ-
uals rather than trying to correct the
warned Bill Geller, aumox;:é‘

t ! nderstanding
Controlling Police Abuse of Force.
Geller advised senators not to con-
centrate on finding “rotten apples”
among federal law enforcement agents.
“The problem fs a rotten barrel.”
DiGenova’s advice to federal officials
was to be candid: “There isn't any ques-
tion some things are wrong that have to

o,
-
.

be fixed,” he said. “It's important to ad-
mit mistakes.” = . .
But claims that Weaver provoked the
incident have been met with skepticism * -
from many members of the panel.
Several senators, while quick to say
they abhor the racist views held by
Weaver, appeared sympathetic to his
claim that he was set up by an infor-
mant because the ATF wanted him to-
“snitch” on white supremacist groups.
Weaver’s refusal to snitch led to his
arrest on a charge of selling two sawed-
off shotguns to an ATF informant. And
his failure to appear in court on the
charge brought marshals on a recon-

‘ naissance mission to his remote cabin

site In August 1992,
It was then that a shootout erupted,
Willlam Degan

‘ killing Deputy Marshal

and Weaver's 14-year-old son, Samuel,
Vicki Weaver was killed the next day.
The ATF informant, Kenneth Fade-
ley, Friday denied luring Weaver into--
crime, “I did not at any time coerce,

bribe, or sway Mr. Weaver into doinga .

criminal act,” he told the Senate panel
But senators continued to press Ma-
gaw about whether Weaver was set up,
resulting in a heated exchange in which
an impassioned Magaw sald he be-
lleved his agents. o
“I do not belleve Weaver,” he said. . - -
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