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., /Washington, the lésson of h:story was

cmy, it will. eventually tum on thc
cmzens by whose authority it exists. -

by Washmglon may, at last bc com-
mg to haunt us. -

As the social fabric ot' our nation .

frays, and traditions that have cloaked
us in domestic security for genera-
tions gradually unravel, one of the
patchwork ‘solutions proposed is an

increased military involvement in ci- -

vxhan law enforcement. .

" President Clinton was rccently
asked to muster troops to help belea-
guered police in Washington, D.C.
Drowning in a flood of illegal immi-

grants, the Border Patrol is. moving .
‘closer to routine involvement of U.S. -

troops along the Mexican border. -
"> But no issue has drawn the military

- “into civilian law enforceitient like “the -
- war on drugs.” Under that banner, the

“~governmerit has begun an orgy of sei-
“zures that make mockery of the sup-_
--—poscd sanctity of private property and
-- constitutional _guarantees of reasonable
'search and seizure, and due process of
law. Citizens are given assurances we

“must surrender a liberty here and a”

constitutional right there to regam do-
mestic security. .3

-~ While sifting the foul ashes ot‘
Waco, where power gone mad backed
Lady Liberty into a corner and shot
her in the head, Soldier Of Fortune
has learned the “drug issue” may be
more of a ruse than a reason for this
march down the slippery slope to-
ward martial law. .

" As the Waco trial slowly unfolded
in federal court in San Antonio, testi-
mony by Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms (ATF) agents — the
gestapo of G-men — reluctantly re-

vealed that ATF's rai%@g&ms

honed future generauons against a

Report-
Jers ran for the phones,-and_Arm
spokcsmen ‘confirmed involvement of

“standing' ‘army ‘in “peacetime.”To

““that if the’ military has no other en-

.. The specter raised 200 years ago

_cnforcemem history.” X7
. ost disturbing,’ though were rev-
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B Green Berets 1n trainin some 80 A’I'F

,!Lt_h_;_‘hlnndy—md—ouhs_ﬁmch E

.- Davidian’ compound. 7

which were shared with the New York
Daily News, indicates Green Beret train-

. ing for the ATF was far more involved
" than the Army will admit. Despite con-

trary claims, SOF leamed through sev-
-eral interviews within the” SpecOps
community and Pentagon that Green
Beret trainers violated their group’s
policy, and possibly federal law, with
the type and scope of mstrucnon pro-
vided the ATF. Ve

Further i mcreasmg lhc off‘ cial sen-

'smvnty over this ignominious inci-

- dent are allegations "that four Green
Bejsls_dgnnnd_:mms_znd—wakched_
while their ATF protégés c

N T

elatlons the training mission was not
a rogue operation, but part of a sanc-
" tioned, ongoing program to more in-'

: volve the military in civilian law en-
o forcement, from federal agents down
; to Deputy Bamey Fife. =-.zmavit

= The move began in 1989, when
Congress approved a defense autho-
rization bill directing the Pentagon
to train and assist “to the maximum
extent possible” civilian police
engaged in drug interdiction.
The law was partly a response to
Defense Secretary Dick Cheney’s
earlier designation of drug traffick-
ing as a national security threat.
After the bill passed, Cheney
announced activation of Joint
Task Force Six [ITF-6] at Fon
Bliss, Texas.

“JFT-6 support is intended to serve
as a force multiplier to law enforce-
ment agencies,” states JTF-6’s Op-

SOF’s investigation, the results of ™

Q.
."_the biggest disaster of Amencan law- )

."'l;,u\t*x. (Y ,..o [ vn".‘.s B

erauonal Suppoit Planning Gmde,'

,obtamed by SOF. It has “the poten-

- tial to enhance [law enforcement]
"% éffectiveness ‘or release significant

.._resources to focus on [drug] interdic-,
-tion/seizure achons
~='force approach.” . -’

-~ Located near JTF-6 headquartcrs
is its ‘civilian counterpart, Operation
Alliance — a Justice Department
entity accepting applications from
civilian law enforcement agencies for
military assistance in drug operations.

Although JTF-6's stated mission
is drug interdiction, “the bottom line
is that Operation Alliance will lie
to JTF-6 [about drug allegations] in
a heartbeat,” said one DoD source
familiar with the program. “The re-
questing agency, such as ATF, will

‘tell Operation - Alliance there’s a

drug angle — with a nudge and a
wink — just to get what they want.
And many txmes. JTF 6 doesn t

even care.”
~=5'The quesnon of drugs in ATF'
“Waco investigation was raised early

on. .During ATF-FBI press confer-
ences early in the 51-day standoff,
four different press organizations, in-

cluding SOF and The New York

" Times, asked: Was there suspicion of
.. illegal drugs? Each txme, the answer
“: was no.

e e

-~ Two wecks later, when asked h0w
ATF got permission to use National
Guard helicopters, the'story changed.
Texas law requires evidence of ille-
gal drugs before its aircraft are made
available to federal agents. ATF
spokesman David Troy, who later re-
signed when accused of lying about
other aspects of the raid, suddenly
recalled “evidence” of methamphet-
amine labs at Mount Carmel. Troy’s
claim was “made up out of whole
cloth,” said one ATF source
in Texas. ‘

In the subsequent trial, not onc
shred of evidence of il.!;gal drugs wa:
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’ 'ety ‘where ‘drugs’
.. are commion, it'is_"

't Planmng Gwde, ot

"It has “the poten- |
[law_ enforcement] -
release significant —_:.. i
son [dmg] interdic- . - :
- usmg a total the military éan'go. -
= "The JTF-6 plannmg guide states

"~ military forces “are precluded by the

JTF 6 headquarters
unterpart, Operation
Justice Department
3 apphcauons from
rcement agencxes for
ce in drug operations.
F-6's stated mission -
ion, “the bottom line
on Alliance will lie
: drug allegations] in
aid_one DoD source
1¢ program. “The re-
y, such as ATF, will

-Alliance there’s a
with a nudge and a
» get what they want.
mes, JTF 6 doesn t

lines which types of assistance it can
and cannot provide, but notes omi-

capabilities is ever all-inclusive...”

Under “Political Sensitivities,” the
guidebook advises “employment of
military force in such a way as to
avoid any potential confrontation with
the civilian populace ... Many opera-
tions are inherently sensitive and in- "

heightened by the release of mforf
. mation to the public.” .- ‘=
- Sources interviewed by SOF saxd
n of drugs in ATF s .- both Operation Alliance and JTF-6 keep
ation was raised early
TF-FBI press confer-
. the S1-day standoff, -
sress organizations, in-
and The New York
Was there suspicion of
Each ume, the answer ’

gal loopholes to"allow further military
involvement ‘in “civilian law enforce-

- ¢dges that in a roundabout fashion: .
. "Innovatwe approaches to provid-
" ing hew and more effective support'
to [law enforcement agencies) are
constantly sought,” the opérational -
pianning guide says, “and legal and

.

later, when asked how
sission to use National
ters, the story changed.
juires evidence of ille-
sre its aircraft are made
federal agents. ATF
avid Troy, who later re-
accused of lying about
: of the raid, suddenly
dence” of methamphet-
i Mount Carmel. Troy's
made up out of whole
d one ATF source

military capabilities are gradually’
being eliminated ... Pending legisla-

tive actions may soon | alleviate some

of these restrictions...

Houston attorney Mike DeGeurin,
defending one Davidian, got.
everyone's attention when be asked a
government witness if he recognized
any of five names that DeGeurin im-
plied were present when Mount
Carmel was raided.

Fort Bragg’s personnel locator ser-
vice confirmed that the five men listed

bsequent trial, not one
ence of illegal drugs was
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rgrovo MouT (Mllltary Opl In Urban
errain) facility at F. Hood, where Green
rets !ralnod BATF agents before tholr

Poss¢ Comitatus Act from performing -
search, seizure, artest or other similar
law enforcement activities.” It then out-

nously that “no list of military support
-, Fitts, SSgt. Jay C. Burkhardt and

volve various risks which may be

' legal staffs busy, primarily finding le- *~
like ATF requests’ mhtary
<+ assistance from Operation

ment. The JTF-6 handbook acknowl- = Alhanceh the request

- the RSU, which assigns ,
policy barriers to the application of -

Tmnmg Team (MTT) meeting ATF's

Waco, raid contingent at Fort Hood
. also included Captain Clyde Moore -

(desngnated team commander), SSgt.
Michael J. Dooney, SSgt. Steven M.

SSgt. Robert R. Moreland — all of
Company B, 3rd Battalion, 3rd SFG.

"~ The 10 were among a company of

- Green Berets  deployed in January
1993 from Fort Bragg to McGregor
*."Range, New Mexico, a remote part '
of Fort Bliss. The Bragg-based troops
were assigned a 90-day stint with the

support. If the request |
-, passes muster, JTF-6 is-
“sues a mission order to"

men to the task. Before '
deployment, however, a green
light must come
from ~ Forces
-Command
(FORSCOM).
Then, the MTT de-
ploys to a training

on drugs.

_ site to meet the ci-

vilian lawmen it will train.

Mission JTOO2E resulted in an op-
erational detachment from 3rd Bat-
talion, 3rd SFG, deploying to Fort
Hood to train ATF. On 16 February

Class ‘Greg Handy, ‘Staff Ser-
geant Jon F. Wilson and SSgt. ¢ Cordell .

- SOF so;:rces mdlcate the Mobde.

" contact, agent Kris Mayfield. -

2 Jolnt Task Force Six logo. the muiti-
agency rent-a-troop instrument
designed to provide military resources
to clvillan law enforcement in the war

;membera' of their SRU feams =
Conway C. LeBleu, “Todd W

“f— were killed.) - : s
. Handy, Dumn and Ackley rerumed
to McGregor Range 19 February. The

‘entire detachient returned to Hood 22 .

February. Dunn and Wilson, two of the
.Green Berets who would later watch

- "the disastrous ATF raid at Mount

. Carmel, went to meet ATF point-of-

_ The Green Berets and the approxx- .
. mately 80 ATF agents who would

' ultimately arrive were billeted in the - f
- bottom floor of Building 4424, the *-f:

top floor of Building 4426, and Build- .
mg 4462, Fort Hood sources said. :
* The following day, som¢ Green,
Berets went with Mayfield to the’
Hargrove MOUT sxte “an
“took ‘measurements 't

*McKeehan and Robert J. erharns

Bgl_li_g_fm_ntio_qz_.
mock-up ‘of .Mount.

ayfield ac-
compamed_ Dooney,

to McCoy ]
Buxldmg Supply in
Killeen for materials. '
-, By 24 February, all -

ATF personnel, includ-

Sarabyn, Phil
- Chojnacki (both ~
now fired) and
Ted Royster ar-
rived. XO Petree
flew commercial ~
to Killeen, where
he was met by two members of
the detachment. It was a mystery
why a major would come to super-

Continued on page 75 P
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HANDGUN CONTROL

Continued from poge 33

‘the next few years A couhnued PR

- campaign with the general public as

well as the legal and judicial com-
munity, will enable us to finally get
ground-breaking rulings which can

-" change the violent face of the Ameri- - ~

..can landscape for years to come. " .

‘Legal Point 1: Making possible

. the suing of owners of guns, as a

i
.‘victims of gua violence:

group, for monetary compensation for

Once gun owners in America havc
been identified through a verifiable
“source, i.¢., the pending national com-
puter registry, it would be possible to
seek further compensation for vic-
tims of gun violence through legal
means. As a group, gun nuts would
constitute an identifiable entity for
class-action suits and other legal ac-
tions for compensation to victims of
gun violence.

Legal Point 2: Suing gun organiza-
tions under the RICO [Racketeer Influ-
enced, Corrupt Organization] statute:

MAY 94
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Deilta, UT 84624

"CATALOG

‘Global Sales -
P.O. Bx 1000-F ..

" | From time to time, we make our list of

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS:

customers’ names and addresses avail-
able to carefully screened companies to
send announcements of their products or
services.

If you prefer not to receive such mail
ings, and want your name on our sub-
scriber list only, please write us, enclos-
ing your mailing label.

Please address your request to:

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE
P.O. Box 348

Mt Morris, IL. 61053
Attn: Customer Service

It would be expected that gun
groups and lobbying groups such as
the NRA would encourage non-com-
pliance. Thus nationally recognized
groups will be technically “orga-
nizing to break the law.” Once this

.can be proven, these groups will be

vulnerable to lawsuits based on the

. RICO statute and drained of their

financial resources through repeatcd

. legal action. . - —

Legal Point 3: Suing thc makéxs
of toy-replica guns, toy wcapons and

- violent entertainment: ...

‘One of the puxveyoxs of v:oIence
to society, companies which profit

- from violence would eventually be
identified and made legally respon-

sible for the violent acts inspired by
their products. A study would have
to be created to link these companies
to those actions taken as a result of
their products. Threat of legal action
would convince many manufacturers
and distributors that other nonvio-
lence-related toys would be more
worthwhile. Lawsuits against makers
of violent entertainment and violence-
related recreational materials and
toys, would make them fiscally ac-
countable for the cost to society in-

(801)864-4402

- batons, martial arts items.

:.since the constant threat of legal ac- "
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curred as a result of their merchan-
dise. Items could include: violent
video games, television shows, mov- .
ies, videotapes, water guns, super -
soakers, electronic noise guns, rep- .I'
- lica guns, toy weapons like swo'rds,' .

Tort law as we know xt may nolw:
have to undergo a change in order to :.

- facilitate these ac!ions._'__As many .-

people know, it is not necessary to .-
actually win in order to affect change,

:; tion will induce change in the way .~
peoplc do business. People all know
that the real fiscal effect of repeated

* legal actions can bankrupt a peddler

of violence just as well as winning 3
large settlement. ®

SF IN WACO

Continved from poge 35

vise a training team already com-
manded by a captain.
Communications training began 25
February, while Handy, Dooney and
Ackley built the door mock-up, 4nd a
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S ‘rephm of Mount Cannel’s ﬁont fenee.

.+ A training schedule for the next'day
. was developed, including live-firing.

" sion from Fort Hood Range Control
_ for the ATF to train wuh ﬂash-bang

T p-.—\

forced entry teams through the mock-
up several times on the 27th, at least

Lhough the Army pow

[ included room-clearing, fire-and-ma-

- Safety considerations forced the
Green Beret trainers to get permis- .

~once wnth two Green Berets actingas
.--tion like they were planning during
sources tell SOF training | daylight hours. It ‘would be suicide . e TF
.| neuver and building takedown — sub- {.
jects forbidden by SF policy for in- |:
struction to civilian lawmen, accord- | -’

N ing to cop:es of the pohcy obtamed
SOF.

, oclg-and-annou 1€
were rehearsed, nor was a peaceful
entry. Other SF trainers worked with
ATF agents on the range, where

" AR-15s, MP-5 SMGs and the ATF’s
M24 sniper rifles were fired. Sniper
rifles were zeroed for 260 meters, the
approximate distance from the ATF’s

dercover house to Mount Carmel.

Agent King would later give testi-

mony about that training, which was

misleading — at best. King said un-
der oath that Green Berets were “pot
involved in the rehearsals” for the
raid, that the commandos merely
stood by as “observers ... They of-
fered some advice. One was a cap-
tain and there were a couple of en-
- listed personnel.” .. % . n-s

testimony that “a detachment from
one of the Special Forces units” as-
sisted in ATF’s Fort Hood training.

“They were there to assist us pn'ma-
rily to make sure our commumm— -

. tions system worked.” " -*

paramilitary-style operation broke
down almost immediately, according
to a Treasury Department investiga-
tive report and testimony from ATF
agent Roland Ballesteros, assigned as
first agent through the door.

Asked specifically what limits
military participation in civilian law
enforcement operations, Buford tes-
tified “I"m not sure where that line is
drawn. I took what they had to offer
and utilized it ... They mentioned the
fact that they’'d like to accompany
us, but said they couldn't ...”

According to military sources in-
terviewed by SOF, much of the out-

78 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE

“’|' Moreland remained behind, SOR
gent Buford acknowledged in

of-bounds training by Green Berets
occurred after normal hours, in the
barracks. This included Close-Quar—
ter-Battle (CQB) and MOUT topics.

"10-man team goes, they didn’t click

- as well, ‘And when .you got three -
' 10-man teams’  going at once, itwasa
. real problem ... One thing we stressed

and stressed was not to try an opera-

All of our guys were pissed off at
having to be there under those cxr-
cumstances.” TR

On 27 February, A‘I'F agents leﬁ

for their staging area near Waco. The _._.f

Special Forces MTT cleaned up their
gear and prepared to depart.
Or, most of them did.
ight logs for two helicopters
icking up the MTT at Fort Hood
onfirm four Green Berets did not
depart with the rest. Two UH-60
Blackhawks assigned to the 160th
Special Operation Aviation Regiment
in Fort Stewart, Georgia — part of
the secretive Task Force 160 —
picked up six Green Berets and a loa
of gear at 2000 27 February at lhe
MOUT facility. They flew to.
McGregor Range. Logs indicate the-
Blackhawks arrived before mndmgh

being temporarily grounded rout
by rain. % 3
Dunn, Wilson, Ackicy an

sources say, to observe the nex

Radio communications for the :

presence at Mount Carmel: “There - -

were no Special Forces personnel - -

eir

présent when the A
raid on the Branch Davidian com-
pound,” said Licutenant Colonel Ken

McGraw, a spokesman for the Army
Special Operations Command at Fort
Bragg. McGraw referred further ques-
tions to the U.S. Special Operations
Command in Florida.

An Army spokesman in Florida,
Lt. Col. Chuck Merlo, confirmed a
Green Beret training detachment from
Fort Bragg provided assistance to
ATF in the days before the raid, but
emphasized “none of our people were
at the raid.”

“What we did do was set up some
ranges at Fort Hood,” near Waco, and
“assisted them in setting up and sight-

ing in their wnpohi, and peovfded

“Individually, they wére pretty
; fgood at CQB,” said one troop famil-
- iar with the operanon. ““But as a iz

morning’s ATF raid. What they saw|

upset and scared them.
. 3 g

" some medical training,” Merlo said.
-The Army refused to grant inter-

. views with any members of the MTT.
~The ATF has also declined comment. ..
But lmops — and many people in ATF ::
— remain outraged by what happened.

-+*“Some of the ATF agents at Fort ™

._,Hood, especially some of the oldcr ’

Z agents, pnvately queshoned the wis-__
. dom of this whole goat-chain,” one
A.rmy source said. “Not only did they

- think the raid was unnecessary, but -

they felt the legality of that raid was

...vague, at best, especially after what .. -

.. happened at Fort Hood..~v.s::17. 2,

* *“Waco is the crownmg ﬁasoo of
“"what a big lie JTF-6 is,” he said. “If
one follows the philosophical premise
‘of Operation Alliance and JTF-6 to a
logical conclusion, Special Forces is
being groomed to accept, unquestioned,

a role in internal security operations
against citizens of this country.”

“Are we worried about being found
out?” asked another. “Of course we’re
worried. First there’ll be denial. Then
there’ll be a search for the guilty par-
ties. That’s already started. The Army
engaged in a cover-up on this from
the moment the news hit the fan about
that [ATF] raid. We have been ready
to be subpoenaed since this happened
We've been prepared for it. We've
been expecting it.” X ’

WACO TRIAL -
Con.finuved from page 43

woman in (he Jury box began to cry

tailed coverage.of the Branch
Davidian trial, including the verdict
‘and what it means, in next month's
issue. Part Two includes confirma-
tion of friendly fire casualties among
the ATF raiding parry and testimony
[from the government’s own witnesses
that indicates gunfire from helicop-
ters, and more gvidence that ATF

fired the first shots. Plus verbatim |

dialogue from the 911 call and FBI
eavesdropping devices.

Jim Pate covered the Mount
Carmel standoff and subsequent in-
femo for SOF last year, and was

present for the entire trial. X 7
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Ly *:;ﬂ had

TU S. ; Specnal' Forces —é Planned

‘by JépggsL"

-% Lu'. ég“‘ R = ol Q

:A"mong the many ; ggﬁmented%cfs‘“!ofmcom'-

pe ence and mendacity by the Burcau of AlcoBoLT, ”@baoco ;

v andf F‘rearms criticized by the Dep?rtment off-»Treasur*f S
investigative. report on the Waco massacre, .the: supgosed wcial 1 report states that ATF speczal agcntsggarrell Dycr and

’fack of 2 written raid plan'may ‘appear-to many as? a mmo: -A..Wilham K.roncf took t'upon thcmselvcs to produce one,

_point. But the pararmhtary operation near Waco-was the
~biggest operation in ATF’s history — and, ulumatcly, it_’
- strains belief that any agency, even ATF, would 'a'ss"é;nblc
almost 250 people for a raid of such momentous scilé and

ES

not have a written plan. .~ " r

Yet the Treasury’s investigative report, ordered by Presi-

dent Clinton, would have the public believe just that. Five
days before the botched attack that left four young ATF
agents and six civilians dead on 28 February 1993, the

- even though’ Lhcy stancd‘ thh lmle E;x_owledgc about thc'
work of the tacncal planners =¥5The_two' of _tt lhem" biad:
" essentially finished 3 written raid plan the day “before the
raid. The plan, however, remained on Krone’s desk; it was
never distributed to any agents, or rclled upon by any of
the planners.”

That ostensible plan did become useful later, however,
when it was doctored in an attempt to divert blame. Yet
Treasury investigators minimized the misleading altes-

Photo: Rodger Malllson/Fort Worth Star-Telegram/Sipa
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and the’ riid commanders, - special

-+ bling ..:lack of judgment, one which,

that' Chojnacki. and Sarabyn denied

that “neither X demal is credible ”

:;:r
lraftmg’the man-
Aftcr bemg told
,bnm-y the offi-
Daryell Dyer and
to produce 0 one,
vledge about t the-
70"6f _them - had:
£ day ‘before the
me’s desk; it was

- upon by any of

1l later, however,
ivert blame. Yet
nisleading alter-

- . posed to rnake
Cia of ths doublespeak? .That

Just because ATF raid leaders lied
doesn’t necessarily mean they are li-
ars? Then perbaps the “intent to de-
ceive” is on the part of the authors of
the Treasury report. Because what in-

" vestigators do not say in the report
" — cither in an cffort to cover up the

truth or because they did not know

- — is that a written raid plan did ex-

ist, ard that the ATF, indirsctly aided

by the U.S. Army’s self-interest, has

" engaged in an ongoing cover-up of
the real story behind that plan.

" After a three:month mvesugatron

by Soldier. Of Forrune, including a

review of several classified memos

. and message§) 3 $'Wwell as ‘other docus

ments dcclassrﬁed after 2 Freedom

of Information Act _request, a pic- .
.. ture emerges of a pervasive use of -

! false statements and ersatz national

", "security interests as a rusé to hide’

the facts. It raises serious questions
about the lack of accountability for
the military’s ever-growing role ia
civilian law enforczment, which has
been given a congressional green
light under the auspnces of the “war
on drugs.”

Supporting documents and public
statements refer to the existence of

"“an ATF plan months before the Waco

raid ATF spokesman Jack Killorin
said just afterward that it “was
planned and drilled for months be-
fore it was carried out ..."” (emphasis
added). Former ATF Deputy Assis-
tant Director Dan Conroy, who lost
his job as a result of the Waco de-
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agents Phil Chojnacki .and Charles
Sarabyn -4 ‘an . extremely trou-

the report assures’ us, does *not nec-
essarily ['mdmle] ~an ‘intent to de-_
ceive.” Aparagraph later; after noting

. operation.” Indeed, -

.. for approval of

. ;;Task Force Six (JTF-6) in Fort Bhss
falsifying the last-mmute plan, the -{rexas, then-Bngadrer Gcneral John =
report fhp—ﬂops ‘again,’ contendrng “M ’

ACTARIRESS

HANE!
18

JRA authonzmg the use of

Green Berets to train the ATF for its
. raid. EXORD MSG 172145Z FEB 93
specifically states, “This operation has
the highest interest of BATF-Wash-
ington, and has been approved at that
level™ Are we to assume that a bu-
reaucracy in Washington, D.C., where
a paper blizzard of niggling gibber-
ish issues forth daily, gave such ap-

" proval without a written plan? Surely .
- military approval would not have

been granted if the Army did not have
‘a document to evaluate. Pickler’s :
order ‘says the 'ATF “has ™ -~
already planned their T

‘he was “careful to
“include a ‘caveat .

Mission JT 002E-
93, that Such- ap-
proval was “n

[ATF’s raid] plan.”
N planning its raid
- against David Koresh

and .the

ceived
military assistance,

1y, ‘:‘-ArmysSpecxal Operations Command <.
~—— (USASOC). By 22 Janu- -

RILYS nnn :
EAN o UsE

- rehgxous retreat.

Branch ntro to Operational Support .
Davidians, the ATF Planning Gulde for JTF-6 says .
. that JTF-6's legal staff “continues . .
.requested atnd .n to address legal Issues which
EXtensive o rrentty inhibit our ability to .
optimize the spplication of
most notably from DoD capabilities” in civillan law
the 3rd Battalion, 3rd enforcement, noting that “Innova-
. ’ tive approaches to providing new
Special Forces Group a4 mora effective support to
headquartered at Fort flaw sntorcement sgencles] are
Bragg, North Caro- 0028!!';,"? :O;ght- :m‘fh"g!’ "
; P and policy barrlers to the applica-
Lina. .Yﬂ lhls. is not tion of military capablilities are
mentioned in the g aquaiiy being eliminated”
Treasury Department  (emphasis added).

repon .(éee "Speaal Forces lnvolvcd
in Waco Raid,” SOF May *94). ATF

On 6 January | 1993 “ATF oﬂ' aII _
ﬁled 1 _fequest_ “for sugmrt for an ;

s+ ongoing .dru case,” accordmg to a
*planning chronology’ yrepared by the
*eary, paperwork ‘was

questing [a] MOUT
[Military Operationsiia~ -

Bradley Fighting_ Ve-"--
- hicleS, tents, light scts, heal heat-v_
ers, generators ‘and other military
“items of equipment,” the USASOC
document states. The reference to
Bradleys contradicts ATF’s many de-
nials that it ever considered using ar-
"'mor agamst‘ the Mounr Carmel

kY
.
v

Documents obtalned by SOF show that
ATF used the same bogus “metham-
phetamine lab” ploy to access federal

_ milltary assets and tralning as It did

- when It conned the Texas state
govemment out of helleopten.

IR RN ,r

.+ So what did that orrgmal rmd plan- T

- call for? Prompted by a confi-
dermal source m‘ Treasury, .
~The Treasury sBurce

raxd's stupendo_r_xs fail-_- )

’beause “it was out-
rageous._-
unable to ‘obtain a
.copy of the original
: plan, SOF gleaned
" - enough facts to sug-
* gest the source’s
- claim is ‘true. B
For example, in a
memorandum for the
record writtea on
3 February 1993 —
25 days before the
raid — Army Major
Philip W. Lindley
wrote that his analy-
sis of the original
plan revealed that

“the degree of
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filed “from “ATF re- """ -

=-Utban_Terrain] site, l;

* told SOF that after the =~

"Anhough "



’ n posed the posed the [Special Forces trainers] to

. .and other training facilities for the

‘One mechanism used byJTF-6 to lond support to clvilla
snforcement agencies Is the Hargrove urban warfare tralnlng :
facllity at Fort Hood, Texas. Here, an SF training detachment
- provided Instruction to the BATF agents about to launch thelr

disastrous raid on the Branch Davfdlun compound near Wuco.

Photo: Jamu L Pate . in 0 - s s

[Arm y] mvolvcmcnt proposed jgy_
. ATF] crossed he [legal] line and ex-

cnrmnal as well as civil habthry
¢y, then deputy sta o
vocate for USASOC, dscnbedATF 's

L plan as an actual
law cnforccmcn! mission with
cmhan targets ... fo be attacked"
(cmphasxs added). . .7
/D’espltc Lindley’s reservations and
_the factghat JTF-6 was still two weeks
away from issuing an approval order.
the Green Beret training mission was ™ _
"ralready on track. :The same day
Lindley wrote his warumg against
A.rmy participation in the raid train- . Carmel, according
{mg, JTF-6 sent a classified cable — ~* to - numerous

s

; -edly, ‘and in sig- .

mf’cant -detail,

MSG 032140Z FEB 93(S) — to the ..Army documents.
commanding general of 1II Corps at -~ Army special op-
Fort Hood, Texas, requesting ranges
ficers who sus-
" pected that ATF
was lying about a
- drug nexus were
ignored, and a
JTF-6 lawyer who
threatened Lind-
ley’s career over
his opposition to
the plan may have

ATFE. Lindley’s memo indicates that
ATF officially requested not only
Army training, but direct involvement
in the raid that “was operational.”
This was to include the presence of
US. Army Special Forces personnel
“in proximity” to “the target.”

The next day, “the possibility for:
Contingency  Tactical Medical

60 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE

{eams™ was dxs-

o_the USASOC

* ticipated a signifi- .

<. .- ceptable losses,”
" the Treasury ‘source said. Yet ATF
- planners kad only one ambulance on
" standby at a nearby roadblock, and a
medevac helicopter eight miles away.
Tbey ulnmatcly had to commandeer

news vehxcles to evacuate ‘the 16
: wounded and four dead agents. =
:Among other ﬁndmgs of SOF 's '
mvesnganon' P
? *ATF ageénts Chojnacki, Smbyn
. and Davy Aguilcra, d’xe Waco case

agent, lied rcpcat- STEeLL Ly T

“about'a supposcd_'_.
drug lab at Mount ~

erations staff of-

upport . .from
‘Bethesda, - Mary-.
nd, to pr.ovide

+_gests what SOF has earlier
ergency trauma

“according

_policy prohibitions by Special Fo:m

ight instructors from. Openuonal
Detachment 381, “speécialists in'

a_t_xg_lg_g_n_m;n:__ " waterborne missions, ‘were ot qnah
1t - fied to tcach subjects pertinent to the

ﬂf AIF and paruc:pated i rcbears-
als for “that assault, mtcmcws and
: documents indicate. ", :
e Dunng their training at Fort
Hood, ATF agents bragged to their
Green Beret trainers that the raid was
going to receive extensive media cov-
erage, lending further eredence to the
charge that ATF hyped the raid as a
media stunt to bolster their standing
in upcoming congressnonal budgct
hearings. -

he original
- ATF raid plan an-

cant ‘number of
casualties, or “ac-

trainers — Sergeant
1st Class Chris
~.. -Dunn, the team
.+ 4 operations ser-

© . i geant; Staff

cos

USSOCOM Intemnal correspondencs
obtalned by SOF shows that the
.-SpecOps community had reservations
sbout the "R+nvolves-drugs-nudge, .
" wink” complicity betweenlaw ... ..
" enforcement agencles wanting mﬂury
assets, and JTF-8 who wanlod bgct
lnvolved. .

PR “vr

Hargrove tralning facliity provides a realistic site for training
troops — and when appropriate, police — In varlous forms of
urban combat. Based on a blueprint supplied by ATF, SF
training cadre constructed a mockup of the Davidians’ house
for MOUT training. Photo: James L. Pate
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mded in the success of the decepuon. .
‘.sAdditional documentation_sag- ]

that unauthorized subject matter, spe-
; cxf'cally Close Quarter. Combat, was /
‘taught by Maj Mark Petrec s train-
ing team, violating very~ spec:t' c

command, the Amy and DaD.” The

—
* Four Green Beret

A




of the deception.’
imentation sug-

carlier reported, © -

>ject matter, spe-
ter Combat, was ~
k Petree’s train-.

g very ‘specific

'y Special Forces_
+ and DoD. The
om Operational

specialists in

» were not quali-_ ..
s pertinent to the

‘on of tHeir mis- .
.. Beret trainers

ault scenario for

sated in rehears-- -

interviews and -

raining at Fort
bragged to their
that the raid was
nsive media cov-
r credence to the
sed the raid as a
er their standing
essional budget

it Green Beret
:rs — Sergeant
Class Chbris
Duna, the team
operations ser-
geant; Staff

rrespondence
vs thatthe - .
1ad reservations
drugs-nudge,
een law e
:wanting military
ywantedtoget |

: site for training
various forms of
d by ATF, SF
Javidlans® house
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Photo: Jerry Hoefer/Sipa : - - ¢ izl E i

{1 Sergeant ép}d_éi}_Warrcn Acidéj. A’I’F special agents
.team’s weapons sergeant; and SSgts. ick Garner and Bill .
‘Robert W. Morcland and Jon Wil- " Hoover for 10 Bradleys

°;|-Tefurning to JTF-6 beadquarters at

’[ that'they bad been filmed by televi

25T VR

- The unnecessary halocaust that followed the fedsral slegein .
Waco provad to the world that tederal law enforcement went )
too far. Now, military investigators are looking into allega- .
tions that the training ATF recelved before the Waco raidwent ~ - -

-too far, In violation of Speclal Forces policy and federal law. - .- .. .

at Mount . {‘to” occupy defeusive -

Carme! When the raid-occurred. On positions.” Possibly with

revenge in mind, 7_'ATI-: X

..Fort Bliss, the four éxpressed fears

sault tole,’U.S.” Army "B
©2. 7" 1 markings are to be ob- . pRN
{-scured.” . The FBI pre- &
| vented a second assault. -
~ This level of military
involvement might never
have been approved had
it not been for ATF’s
claims that David Koresh
was operating a metham-
phetamine lab. The drug
issue is important in as- X - :
sessing the credibility of o, the retionale that military assets could give e
the Army and ATF. The boostto law enforcement’s “war” on drugs, tralning
drug nexus — or, in this and use of military equipment by law enforcement —
case, the lack of one — from National Guard units and local sheriffs to Speclal
' Forces and federal agents —Is common: But there
are constitutional, legal and regulstory constralnts.
Continued on page 80 Photo: courtesy Wisconsin National Guard PAO

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 61

‘sion’ Cameramen at the scen
nesses told SOF, "7+ o i
- * The Army trainers were com-
pelled by their company commander
to write “"CYA statements™ in which
they were told to falsify their degree
‘of involvemeat with the ATF training
.mission. One member, SSgt. Wilson,
had to produce three versions of his
-statemeant to finally satisfy Maj.
Petree, sources said. SOF obtained
copies of these statements.

* After electing not to use Bradleys
in the initial assault on Mount Carmel,
ATF leaders changed their minds
after suffering more than 20%
casualties. At 1630 hours on 28 Feb-
ruary, the Army recorded a request
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.. The scenario of betrayal move
smoothly from axdmg ‘Angola, ‘to,
I fighting UNITA, to possible com-
-.; bat against fellow South Africans.
Soldiers, most of them msunctxvely
anu-communxst, Tare bcmg dupcd
.'into actmg agamst their best polxl'

-—--.

gor a bléodbath on Africa’s ti

Ou:comes can expect a role in all

and retumcd to war: Now it is almost
certain he has also los: the war, If the -

¢ Topes. Savimbi lost the elections .

fighting continues evea aﬁcr the war ~

Ecben Barlow, L, and’ E.xecuuve s

problem in which thé so-called ‘war
ondrugsnsbemgused:saruscto
get the lm'htary more._ and more i-

sce stormy times ‘ahead for South Af-
s run. Radical elements wnhm lheANC,

L sansf' ed with Mandela's relauvely

“F T slow’ approacb._Conhnued ANC

-i. = politicization of the South African |

‘police, the building of militias, and

the ‘ongoing influx of weapons into’

the country make it clear that some-

one isn't interested in a bloodless’
transition to majority rule.

- Traditionally, communists have’

. prefened to take control violently, to

terrorize and subdue the population

. —and at the highest levels the ANC’s

leadership overlaps greatly with that

of the South African Communist

Party. Under these conditions, the sce-

-

et
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govcmmcnt consolidate its_ control
over a nation ravaged by almost 20
yéars of civil war. o

To the south, even after wha! ap—
peared to be'a n:nwkably smookh

‘mains a tinder_box. If the rate’ “of
change is too slow for radicals on'the
_:' left, or ‘too fast for radicals on the

right ... where will the next contract '
be, ‘and what betrayals will move
these warriors like pawns on the
chessboard of hnstory’ ’

An educator by prnfessxon, Steve
McNallen is a member of the Califor-
nia National Guard and has a pro-
clivity for travel in places wuhout
potable water. x '
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“in’the United’ Sms. In 1989, then<
Secretary” 6f Defense” Dnck Cheney
designated drugs as a national secu-

. authorization bill that year, “directing

. " the Pemagon to tram znd assist “to
_transmon of powet, "South Afna | e ) maxunum extent pomble' all ci- -
: vihau law enforcement agencies cn-.,; .

NP

gaged in dmg interdiction. ~ * " "
From that authonzanon, scveral
reglonal rnimary task forces were cre-
ated in the United States. Two of the
most active are JTF-6 near El Paso,
which has operational control for
Texas, New Mexico, "Arizona, Cali-
fornia and Colorado, and JTF-4, head-
quartered in Miami, which covers
states along the Gulf of Mexico and
southeast Atlantic coast. Each task
force headquarters has a regional ci-
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fity threat. ‘Congress passed a defense '."‘_‘,
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'# *ance, run by the Department of Jus-
“““tice.” Operation~ Alliance ‘processes
- applications_from civilian drug law

=’enforcement agenc:es = DLEAS. in
" :“the buréaucratic jargon —and for-

wards ‘them to the 'appr pnate

R ’anu-drug criteria, it forwards the re-’

-‘.'-- quest to Commander-m-Chnet‘ of

" Forces' Command at Fort McPherson,

) '"-’Georgla, which u.sually has finai ap~ "~

ptovai authonry and assigns military
trainers ‘from the appropriate subot-_
dinate “commands. Trainers “also are

: .# drawn from other special operations

*“outfi ts, “Such as psycho!ogncal op-
."erations, aerial reconnaissance, en-
gmecnng, mtellxgence, electronic’
" surveillance units, Navy SEALs or
Marine Corps reconnalssance bat-
tahons . o
"% In"addition, each JTF regional
headquarters keeps a staff of military
lawyers constantly busy reviewing
“applicable laws, such as the Posse
Comitatus Act, the Economy Act and
the Miljtary Cooperation with Civil-
jan Law Enforcement Officials Act

ed photo cards will amaze your associ-

- | ates! We provide the cards, p!asbelammateandl
- | easyinstructions. Yousupp!yonfyaphoto Your

photo Card can be finished in the privacy of your
home. The resuR is a distinclive, p’ofesslona!

|}
|
|
|
|
|
1 Only $4.95 ou Protessionst qus,
,hmy
|
|
[
|
[

|cet Bouerurﬁu Co8 A

vnlxan counterpan, Opentlon Alll-a

~M JTF decidés an Operation Alli-
* . ance apphcauon méets the established .

" of 1981, looking for legal loopholés -~nexus] in a heartbeat,” one JTF-6 of- .
-through which military involvement _.-ﬁcer told SOF. £The requesting -

maybeexpanded. et e 2
-In the Operational Support Plan
nmg "Guide for TTF-6, in the ‘edition =

" current at the time of the Waco mas- ",, “get what they want. And many times, ~~
* sacre, the introduction states that JTF- = the JTF doesn’t even _care, “because -
X legal staff “coatinues to address" ~there is little of o overs:g,ht involved. 3

_legal issues which currently ihibit

" our ability to optimize the applica- -
“tion of DoD capabilities” in civilian ,
*law énforcement.-Under its concept -
“statement, the JTF-6 plannmg guide
““declares ‘its commitment 1 a “total
- force approach,” adding that “inno- °
Vitive approaches to_providing new
““and more effective Support to flaw
- enforcement agencies] are ‘constantly
sought, and legal and policy barriers
10 the appltcanon ‘of military ¢apa-
bilities are gradually being elimi-
nated” (emphasis added).

The drug nexus supposedly re-
quired for military assistance has been
subverted in many cases, several
.sources say, so that the Pentagon’s
help is routinely given to civilian law
enforcement operations that have
nothing to do with drugs. “The bot-
tom line is that Operation Alliance
will ‘lie to the JTF [about a drug
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'_ - tween scveral Army commands about

THE ANARCHIST

| Oetailed advice con-

"agency, such as ATF will tell Opera- i
tion Alliance’ there sa drug angle‘hm
with 3 ‘udge’and a ‘Wink ~Tjust o

o e T

%

" There’s_no, mdependent authoruy'.
- Iookmg over anyone’s shoulder. s
+The ATF’s original raid _plan’
sparked a “heated policy debate be- |

o ..-va..'rk

wes Do.vu

“tne propnety of what the’ A‘I‘F mu-“

;:ased to do,” and raised suspxc:ons

--.b.at the A’I‘Fs ciaxms about a_ meth 3
"lab were nof true. Navy' Lxeutenant

* Commander W.F. Thomas, who won

the Dnstmgulshcd Service Cross m_
Vietnam, is now on operations and
logistics staff for the Defense :
Department’s Special Operations
Command at MacDill Air Force
Base in Florida. After reviewing the |
proposed "ATF training mission by
JTF-6, Thomas added a handwrits °
ten warning on a cover shect in which | :
he urged the command’s “resistance :
to potential ‘cheatmg. which seems .
to recur @ JTF-6. ... C:

Such cheatmg certamly seems to ,:

che, *
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N havebeenthemseaxWaoo.lnamect- .
ing on 4-5 February in Houston. Mark -
' »Petree, the Green Beret major whose

such 2 complex operauon'—'mez with
Qo;nackx Sarabyu and Aguilen. The _

’; *mission_connection to ‘counter drug

[allegauons was] xdentxf‘ed the
-"USASOC chronology states. Iust be- -
“fore” that meeting broke “up, the’

:+'eounter-drug nexus [was] reviewed,” -
< it said. *BATF ... agam vcnﬁed [!hc]

T drug relanonshxp -
“The Drugs 'That'Never 'Were

se Tmeiape b Ll

“Pickler's order appmvmg stsnon
JT 002E-93, issued 17 February, la-
"beled it a counter—dmg training sup-
port mission” and specified that ATF’s

“intelligence indicates an active meth-
ampﬁctamme Iab and delivenies of the
required ¢ e_ n-
thetic_methamphetamine.” Another
classified message said the ATF went
so far as to specify to the Army that
the cult lived “in a compound consist-
ing of one central, three-story build-
ing and several outlying buildings. One
of the separate buildings [is] suspected
of containing a meth lab.”

_So it seems odd that in Aguilera’s
rambling, disjointed 19-page “kitchea-

" sink” affidavit — a sworn search war-

rant application noteworthy for its

length and overbroad listing of sec-
ond- and third-hand allcgauons, most

. outside ‘of A’I'F's jurisdiction — there

_was not one smgle allegation about
illegal drug activity at Mount Carmel.

. Of the approximately 80 bodies

autopsied after the fire of 19 April

“day” dxsaster, ‘toxicology reports re-

. - vealed that no Branch Davidians had

any traces of illegal drugs in their
blood streams. And in almost two
months of testimony in the criminal
trial of 11 Branch Davidians in Janu-
ary-February 1994, federal prosecutors
introduced not one shred of evidence
about illegal drug activity. .

Yet, lacking any hard evidence of
illegal drugs at. Mount Carmel, there
clearly was pressure to approve the
training of the ATF agents by the Green
Berets from Fort Bragg. Much of that
pressure came from the training unit’s
commanding officer, Maj. Petree, and
from the chief legal counsel at JTF-6,
Lieutenant Colonel Carl Raybum, now
retired.
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in rough temain. Call 1-800.533-3277.
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_was involved in raid-planning meet-

SOF THREE-GUN

Inlemalinnél Tactical
Shnnhng Malch

smmnm 26-30, 1995 _ ;..i
nasmr SPORTSMAN'S RANGE
“iAs VEGAS, NEVADA

Held in conjuncbon with the 1995 SOF
CONVENTION & EXPO, the Three-Gun
International Shooting Match is patterned
after military and police courses and is de-
signed to test practical shooting skills with
rifle, pistol and shotgun. Each shooter is
required to engage targets before, during
and after negotiating man-made obstacles
or natural terrain features. Course scenarios
are those that could be encountered during
a confrontation with an armed adversary.
Our objective is to determine the world's
best three-gun combat shooters and best
four-man combat shooting teams. Individu-
al and team trophies, cash and prizes total
over $60,000.

To be a part of the world’s premier
Three-Gun Match and to receive further
information, please send a business size
self-addressed, stamped envelope to:

Michael Horne
408 E. Harding
Bakersfield, CA 93308
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‘|understood the mission, it was ot per> i

-has been suppmssed for this sort of . :

“Buford, a decorated combat veteran of

- suggestéd that the raid plan was fool- ;3
_bardy and dangerous and should be ™ :-
- abandoned in favor of a less confron-

- Koresh. “When_he did so, testimony
.=rcvealed, Iobnston told agents at the o -
. gathering that he would not support p
- search warrants if thcy did not choose "~

Aftc rev:ewmg the md tralnmg -
roposal, the USASOC deputy staff

dge advocate, Maj Lindley, said in
is 3 February 1993 memo that he ..
ked with Maj. Petree, the company s
commander, and advised him that, as T

missible .= In some instances, evidence _":_

lcuvxty Atthé poml where the train-
mg team] assisted in the actual plan- S
ging and rchwsal of the takcdown

- This appeared to go bcyond the DoD ;
guidance for these missions. } advised }- '
against the opc{atxon and Maj. Pctr_ce

so the J'I'F-6 legal advxscr could con- .
tact mc T e -

ey also made a notc on thxs
portion of the five-page memo indi-
cating that he had been told that “no
AUSA [Assistant United States Attor-
ney] is involved in the review of the
proposed operation.” Here again, the
ATF planners had lied to the Army. In
testimony at the Branch Davidian
criminal trial, ATF Special Agent Bill
Buford testified that Assistant United
States Attorney Bill Johnston of Waco

ings as early as 3 December 1992.

Vietnam, was the only agent involved
who had experience with a law en- _‘

2] TRANS“ITTERS le MTS)

forcement operation of that scale. He it S on -
is the only agent on record as havmg PONE SR s 0 0 . power
San}mud XMTR e 0 SOR - <.

o= '..’

¢ 3-STAGE XMTR, §-VoR, wry powartd .- °
AnabonnqmmymplesoldanIZbdplm
88.95"

TELE CALL FORWARDER Tms‘m naammg
calls. $99.00° o
.| CALLER ID. Registers i ing

tational means of arresting David

Y

* YEL REGISTER WITH PRINTER Records diated
.| number, duration, and prints record. $163.00°.
TELREGISTER W/O PRINTER. Records daled
number & tme. 16-digit dispiay. $23.00° .
12-HOUR LONG-PLAY RECORDER. Modrﬁed
Panasonic. Records 6 hrx. on each side of 120
tape {supplied). Compatible -m VOX md Te'
Rec Adapter. $119.00° -

VOX VOICE-ACTIVATED SWITCH. M&s re-
corder u"-achvaﬂnq with voices or other

‘the “dynamic entry’ ‘option” lhat was
uitimately used.

Further Wcmmgs Ignored

lndecd, Pickler’s authorization or- -

der of 17 February highlights the ab- | sounas $28.50°
surd reasoning used by the ATF to | yELE RECORDING ADAPTER. Records
justify its tactical choice: “Extensive incoming and outgoing cats.

intelli indicates th TELEPHONE SCRAMBLERS. Over 4,000
it heavily aomed with large-calivey | o a1

.)' . 8 - YOICE*CHANGER. Changes man's voice to
automatic weapons and is considered lady’s and vice versa. $49.00

For Shipping & Handting 53d *$5.00 and *~$2.00 per iten.
Cola. residents add sales tax. Mad Orger, VISA, M/C, COO's
QX Inquice for dealer prices. Free Cataog.

MUCH, MUCH MORE — OUR 25TH YEAR!
TOLL FREE 1-800-926-2488
AM.C. SALES, INC.

193 Vaquero Dr., Boulder, CO 80303
Tot: (303) 499-5405, Fax: (303) 494-492¢
Mon.-fn. 8 am-$ p m Man Tame’

willing to use them ... BATF concluded
that a direct assault would be the most
prudent.”

While waiting for the JTF-6 legal
adviser to call him, Lindley’s memo
indicates he briefed the USASOC staff
judge advocate and the chief of staff
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the federal government is out of con-
trol, that government is bad, bad,
bad and you're getting the short end
of the stick.”

Anger all around

The anger among the relatively
few people who are attracted to the
militia movement is not unlike that
of the tens of millions of Americans
whose alienation has not led them to
extreme groups advocating violence.

In a recent survey by the Times
Mirror Center for the People & the
Press, for instance, only 23 percent
of respondents said they were satis-
fied with the state of the nation,
while 60 percent thought America
was losing ground on ts most urgent
problems. The overall results
showed a sharp increase in cynicism,
alienation and discontent with the
political system. )

- “First you have this sense of
frustration, which a lot of Americans
have,” said Daniel Junas, a Seattle
researcher who monitors right-wing
groups. “People feel 8 fundamental
part of the American dream has
heen shattered, and some of those
people go looking for scapegouts.
They’re susceptible. They want to
understand why this is happening to
them, and these groups have fabri.
cated their own world view to fit.”

Among the militia members’
complaints: low-paying jobs, compe-
tition from women and minorities for
those jobs, the shipping overseas of
better manufacturing jobs that used
to be available to them, and no say in
the way government spends the too-
high taxes it collects. Organizations
that monitor militias and other cx-
tremist groups say that, historically,
the groups’ gains can be tied to
losses in members' economic stand-
ing.

“There’s been economic disloca-
tion for years, in a sense for 200
years,” said Frank Luntz, who han.
dled polling for Ross Perot, whose
presidential campaign benefited
from the disillusionment with poli-
tics. “What's a little different is that
now there are people who see no so-
lution to a deteriorating quality of
life, and they seek to blame others
rather than deal with it.”

For many militia members, qual-
ity of life is tied directly to their ahil.
ity to support their families. Muny
are white males with no more than
high school educations, a group that
the US Census Bureau says has seen
real wages decline 22 percent or
more in the past two decades.

Many militia members blame the
decline on government policies like
the North American Free Trade

SUPPLEMENT: Monday, May 1, 1995  °

Government
for whom?

Widespread skepticism about
govemment Is expressed in this
1994 Times Mimor poll,

&4 e federal
govemment
controls too
much of our
daity lives.*

€& People like
me don't have
2any say about
what the
govemnment
does.”

&§ voting gives
people like me
some $3y
about how
government

tuns things.® 2%

66%

€4 ™e government _.+%:
15 really run for
the benefit of,  :4¥;
all the people.” *3!

€6 Most etected
officials care
about what
people like me
think.* '

&brmoprenty .
well satisfied

with the way s.sx "’ 64%

things are . /

rong for me
JOURCE Times Mirror Center for The People

hnancially.® 1%
A The Press
GLOBE STAFF CHaART

Agreement and the General Agree-
inent on Tariffs and Trade, which
they say have cost Americans like
themselves jobs.

Over two decades, employment
in the auto and stee! industries has
declined drastically. During the
1980s, as many as 300,000 farms
(siled, and the number of farms fell
helow 2 million for the first time
since before the Civil War, fueling
the anger that the militias feed on in
slates like, Kansas, Michigan and
Montana. Other traditional job op-
portunities were Jost when the feder-
al government eut the number of ac:
Uve duty troops to 1.5 million from
2.1 million between 1987 and, 19%4.

“America is less than 10 minutes
to0 12, gaid Edward L. Brown, a pest
exterminator, from Plainfield, N.H.,
and a spokesman for the Constitu-
tion Defense Militia. “The economy
is ready to fold, the dollar is going
down, they signed us up into
NAFTA, they signed the erime bill,
they got GATT. Am 1 angry? You
bet. I'm getting the short end of the
stick all over the place.”

Dr. Ronald F. Levant, a clinical
psychologist and co-author of “Mas.
culinity Reconstructed”, said: “Many
men are feeling a sénse of threat and
a loss of entitlement, but men at the
margins react with more extreme

forms. Successful guys will call talk

radio, not buy a gun. Hoarding
+weapons is two standard deviations
beyond the mean in terms of anger.”

Beyond economlcs
Not all of the issues rallying the

anarchist right are economic, howev. -

er.

While many militia members
point to personal financial concerns,
all of them say they were most radi-
calized by the passage late in 1993 of

the Brady Bill, which requires wait-
ing periods on gun purchases. They
say they took its passage as infring-
ing on their constitutional rights and
proof that the government is con-
spiring to take away the weapons of
Americans, a precursor to a takeover
of the citizenry. .

Observers say militias today suc-
cessfully exploit political, social or
economic outrage, as did the Posse
Comitatus, a paramilitary movement
that formed around the farm erisis in
the 1970s and gained a strong foot-
hold in the Midwest. They start with
generally held concerns - putting
groceries on the table, keeping a gun
in the house - and weave elaborate
conspiracy theories that reinforce
their views.

“It's .easy to agree there are
problems in government out there,”
said Toole, the Montana human
rights group president “But what
gets beyond the pale with this stuff
is to grab an AK-47, head for the
hills and wait for Armageddon. And
we've just got to hope that they don't
precipitate it.”

The Z3oston Globe
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Cdnﬁ*onting the mistakes
the government made

in Waco

ALAN A. STONE

resident Clinton's strong
leadership and eloquence
in the wake of the sense-
less killings in Oklahoma
%y should help to heal the coun-

e RS

s wounds. But his answer to

estions about the earlier Waco
tragedy on “60 Minutes” on Sun-
day was misleading,
¢ Told that the Michigan Militia
was pointing to Waco as though it
somehow explained Oklahoma
City, Clinton spoke as the true con-
science of America in asserting
that there could be no justification
for the slaughter of innocent peo-
ple in Oklahoma City. Clinton also
spoke for all law-abiding Ameri-
cans {n asserting that citizens who

. Have the constitutional right to own

guns have no justification in shoot-
ing law enforcement officers who
try to carry out their legal duties.
But in talking about what hap-
pened at the Branch Davidian com-
pound, he suggested there were no
lessons for law enforcement to
Jearn from that tragedy.

* The president may have been

" go intent on condemning the

slaughter of innocent human be-
ings that he understandably did
not want to dignify the claim of the
Michigan Militia But if such a
claim coming from them is repre-
hensible, there nonetheless was a
pertinent leason to be learned from
Waco.

The healing the country needs
after Oklahoma City might even be
helped by confronting the mistakes
made by federal law enforcement
bgencies at Waco who themselves
lacked the kind of discipline and re-
spect for law the president called

A
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for as a remedy against terrorism.
* The Bizreau of Aleohol, Tobacco

nd Firearms did more than carry -

out jts legal duties. The bureau's
{nvestigative report after Waco in-
dicates that it planned and carried
out an unnecessary and badly
botched surprise assault on the
compound. Agents came that first
day to the Branch Davidian com-
pound &s & military foree armed
with automstic weapons, wearing
bulletproof protective devices and
fully to shoot their way
{nto buildings they knew were
filled with women and children. No
one either before or after the at
tack has offered a convincing ex-
planation of why this so-called dy-
Bamic entry was necessary to carry
out the ATF's Jegal duties,

A carefu] reading of the pub-
Yshed ATF report indicates that
incompetent ATF officials went far
beyond their legal duties in mount-
ing this botched assault on the
Branch Davidians, They misled the

" Texas National Guard about illegal

drugs at the compound in order to
commandeer helicopters, and they
did many other things that flouted
rules, discipline and common
sense.

Although none of the official
government gccounts confirm their
statements, Branch Davidians who
survived the raid report that the
ATF fired first and wounded lead.
er David Koresh, who had come to
the door unarmed. There is some
reason to believe the Branch Davi.
dians, Certainly Koresh was shot
through the pelvis and the wrist by
ATF bullets on that first day.

This is not meant to suggest
that the ATF sgents are the evil
conspirators against our constitu-
tional freedoms as portrayed by
the Michigan Militia. But they
were led by incompetent officers;
they were woefully lacking in ap-
propriate experience; and they
were thrown into what they
thought was s life-threatening,
firefight situation. :

Most of these assertions ean be
documented in the ATF report -
there are’certainly lessons about
the need for rules and discipline for
all law enforcement, lessons that
our government should not forget.

A lesson to ald in
~ the healing after
Oklahoma City.

Clinton seemed to argue on “60
Minutes” that the ultimate fate of
the Branch Davidians weeks later
during the final gas assault of the

FBI was somehow morally justi- -

fied by what happened to the ATF
agents who were killed in the initial
surprise assault.

People differ about who bears
responsibility for those deaths. In

-my opinion, the ATF officials, who

after losing the element of surprise
ordered their agents to the roof
with orders to blast their way into
the second floor that housed all of
the women and children, deserve
some of thaf moral responsibility
slong with the Branch Davidians
who fired back when they might
have surrendered,

But I do not believe that the
children bore responsibility for the
death of the ATF sgents. That, 1
assume, is why the president also
insisted on “60 Minutes" that the
Branch Davidians killed their own
babies. The fate of those infants
concerns every American who still
worries sbout what happened at
Waco, .

As a member of the panel ap-
pointed by the deputy sttorney
general to make suggestions for
changes in the light of Waco, I

- attack because she was concerned

sabout the impact that the so-called
CS gas used in the assault would
have on the children. Haqweyer, the
Justice Department's f: inves-
tigation never directly reveals
what evidence Reno was given to
change her mind about the danger
of CS gas for infants, who do not
have the lung capadity necessary to
breathe through a gas mask.
‘When I requested further docu-
mentation on this matter as a pan-
elist, ] was given ambiguous and ir-
relevant material. I was forced to
do my own computer search to es-

tablish that children who inhale CS

gas risk fulminating chemiecal

‘pneumonia and death. Even after

the fact, the FBI and the Justice
Department have never acknowl-

edged the true import of the CS .

dan

I cannot believe that Reno
knowingly consented to a plan
which would force the Branch Da.
vidians to choose between watching
their babies die or coming out of
the compound. But it is equally dif-
ficult to believe that no one in the
chain of command realized that the
final CS attack was 8 way of hold-
ing 8 gun to the childrens’ heads to

fncompetent debacle as the original
ATF assault. Tanks crushed parts
of the compound as they tried to
insert CS gas or they blocked po-
tential exits in the attempt to ere.
ate escape routes. David Koresh y).
timately refused to choose between
watching the children suffocate or
surrendering, He elected maag guj-
cide, just as the FBI had been
warned by its own experts,

The Justice Department report
and the external factual investiga.
tion it autharized have never given
8 satisfactory explanation of why
the CS gas attack was necessary or
why the FBI pushed an apocalyptic
religious group to such a choice.
The FBI's mistakes at Waco and
those of the Justice Department
were buried fust like the rubble of -
the compound which was bulldozed
into the landscape.

The frightening lesson most
Americans have taken from Okla.
homa City is that we have home-
grown terrorists who are blinded
by hatred and armed to the teeth,
But Jooking back to Waco there is
another lesson. When government
hides its own mistakes, it only
feeds the hate-filled minds of the
distrustful,

learned that concern sbout the ~ force the Branch Davidians to sur-
children was widespread, reaching render. - -
from the FBI commander on the In any event, the FBI's gas at- Alan A Stone is the TWWJ‘G[W
ground all the way to Attorney tack turned into the same kind of professor of law and psychiatry ot
General Janet Reno. - . Hervard Law School

Reno even postponed the final
Che IPhiladelphia Inquirer April 28, 1995 Pg. C2

A Navy unit isstayihg put
to plan ships of the future

By Henry J. Holcomb
INQUIRER STATF WRITER

Uehind 19th century walls at the Philadelphia
Navy Base, 1,600 scientists, engineers and techni.
clans are {nventing parts of ships that won't sajl

uni} the 21st century.

They are deeply involved in today's ships, too.
Fur example, they have replicated a ship's engine
room and mechanical areas — down to the instru. and
ments on the bridge and in the control room, the
rallings along passageways, and the cramped

wurk spaces.
This sopbisticated test bed in
tlullding 77-High, which boused di-

rigibles during World War 1 and *

aliplane construction during World
War [1, can simulate any speed and
luad, any air and water tempera-

ture, and any ocean-water chemis

t

try.
If there's trouble at sea, engineers
and technicians bere can recreate
the condition and put a team to
gether to correct the prodlem.
This bigh-skilled work will go on,
ssibly expand, when most of
the historic base closes this fall, the result of
Navy budgetcutting. - -
1t would cost too much to move the work, said
Capt. Harry Rucker, commanding officer of the

Philadelphia Naval Ship Systems Engineering Sta-

tion (NAVSSES).

The foundation piles for the station’s 515,000
square feet of test beds go down to bedrock to
support heavy loads and keep vibration at one

A
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~ training of Waco agents.q

By Kirk Spitzer

Gannert-News Service
" WASHINGTON — Elite Army
Special Forees soldiers gave fed-
eral law agents military tralning

- ,and other assistance in the days

. pists —Ifnat Megal

_the Alfred P,

pzeeadmi the deadly reid on the
Brauch Davidian compound in
Wcia:, Texss, in Febraary 1993,
. Some gepicr S t;i&lt Porces
. mm.m (] r‘k‘ng
et “which was justified by

. .ouraion,
.alleged drug activity st tbeﬁ-

*“Those were the wrong guys and
this was the wrong way to go sbout
il Sbe was Bired by fhe
P who was e
Tressury Department to provide
an {n assessment of the
falled rzid. Paschall is a former
of the Army's Delts

served as a rallying poiut for right
wing militia groups, who accuse
the feders! government of violst.
ing civil liberties. )

AND FEDERAL agents say it .
¢ {cular sore point with -

wes a party 3 t!
Timothy J. McVeigh, who is

in the April 19 bombing of
Murrah Federal
Building {n Oklaboma City. The
building was blowm up on the

second ennlversary of the Waco

infmo. i

“The Special Forces' participa.

tion hes received no widespread
public attimtion, despite continu.
ing coptroversy over the Waco raid
and congressional misgivin
about the role of the military {a
-domestic lew enforcement,

There is Bo mention of the train.
ing mission io the text of the
"Treasury_Department's official

.-~295-pake Teport oo the raid and -
_only a few passing references in .
the renort’s voluminous annexes, .

. Bragg N.C.

In response to an inquiry Som
Gannett News Service, ap Army
spokesman said this week that a
10-man team from the elitz Spe-
cial Forces ~ commeonly known as
the Green Berets — gave federal
agents communications and medi.
cal training and provided access to
a shooting at Fort Hood,
‘Texas, duri e five days pre-

“ceding the Feb. 28 raid.

THE TEAM provided “generic™

training but did not take part in -

ing -or & the raid,
b A S e

epokesman for the U.S. Ay S
cial Operations Ccmd,at?gf-t‘

Federal law forbids the military

from eafotcing clvil law exceptin

cases involving drugs, nuclear
waapons of technology, and a few
other special circumstances, '

“Prior to ATF going into Waen,
soma (. . Forcas) guys ware
sent to Fart Hood to provide coms
municatians tminisg, medical
taining and opened & rangs which

Bes GREEN BERETS, 14A

" FROM 1A

{ATF egents) used at Fort Hood,”
he said. “That was the extant of
their involvement.” :
McGraw said he could mot dle-
cusg detqils of the mission. Maj.
Mark Petree, commander of the
10-man team, also decliried to
comment. An ATF spokesman de-
clined to comment, as did the
White House, -~ = .
However, bath Paschall and the
Treasury report indicate the
Green Beret team was more deeply
involved in planning and prepasr-
ing for the raid than McGraw Indi-
eated. o
Paschall.said the Special Forces
trainers observed nnmve advice
to federal agents during detailed
rehearsals for the- raid -at- Fort -
Hood. - T

" AN ADDENDUM to the Treasury
seport said the Green Berets_
jotatly developed the commiinica-

tions plan for the raid with ATF
ts and assisted in duplicating
e floor plan of the Branch Davi- --
dien compound at the Fort Hood
schearsal site. 7 .

A iredtl Operstions officar who
asked not to be ‘named, said !eﬁ
officers at first tumed down
ATFs request for assistance, Par-
ticipation was only after

* unproven allagationis 4f drug vio-

Tations were mads, -

k]

' agents) said, ‘OK, hem%ewe

gt thls dope;*" the officer

can
eald, “They just invented a meth-

" amphetamine plant that dida’t ex.

ist‘" .
MoGraw said the Special Forces
team was assi to Joint Task
Force6, & military counter-par-
,cotics unit based at Fort Bliss,
Texas, He said the team was di-
rected to assist ATF agentsat Fort

Hood, near Wato, after ATF offi-
cials alleged that a methamphet.-
-amine plant was located at the
‘Branch Davidian compound.

. McGraw sald he did not know
whether thare was ahy initial re-
sistance to the twai mission
and said legal officers were not
avallable for comment. .

THE TREASURY Depsrtment
investigation rcported no evidence
of a drug Ilant or drug use at the -
compound. An ATF spokesman
said this weak that mo buresu
officlals were available to discuss
military role in the preparations.

Paschall sald ATF violated pro-

- codures by securing milf 8-
. gistagce for the raid

igh the
drug task . force, rather than
through law enforcement lialson
offices in the Pentagon, .
Paschall eaid the Green Berets, °
who do not specialize in combat.
sssault operations, were the wrong

choice’ to assist in the mission,. .
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BODY: . Lo .

_ Congress should investigate whether involving elite U.S. Army units and
military commanders in the 1993 Waco, Texas, raids violated a federal ban on
military participation in domestic law enforcement, a key senator said Monday.

"That is something that needs to be looked into ... this does underscore the
need for hearings," said Sen. Arlen Specter, R-Pa., chairman of the Senate
Intelligence Committee and Judiciary subcommittee on terrorism.

Specter is a sharp critic of the administration's handling of the Feb. 28 and
April 19, 1993 raids on the Branch Davidian compound near Waco. But he was
rebuffed last week in his bid to have early hearings into the Waco affair.

His remarks came after Gannett News Service revealed over the weekend that a
team of Special Forces  soldiers provided law enforcement agents with military
training and other assistance in the days before the Feb. 28 raid, in which four
federal agents were killed.

After that, Attorney General Janet Reno consulted with the commander of the
Army's Delta Force anti-terrorist unit and a former commander of that unit in
Washington five days before the standoff ended in an assault and fire that
killed 72 Branch Davidians, including 17 children, on April 19.

The Delta Force commanders were asked for advice about hostage-rescue
operations, but did not formulate the FBI's assault plan and did not participate
in the raid, said Col. Bob Pilnacek, spokesman for U.S. Special Operations
Command, in Tampa, Fla. ‘

The 51-day siege has served as a rallying point for right-wing militia
groups, who accuse the federal government of violating civil liberties. And in
the wake of the Oklahoma City bombing on the second anniversary of the Waco
;onflagratiqn, new questions have been raised about the government's handling of

aco.

Many militia members fear that the federal government will use the.military
to crack down on them and their right to bear arms.

There is no evidence any active-duty military personnel participated in the

raid, which was initially mounted by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
and later directed by the FBI.
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Federal law forbids the military from enforcing civil laws or planning civil
law-enforcement operations except in cases involving drugs or nuclear weapons
and technology.

The degree of military involvement at Waco remains unclear.

The Delta Force commandos, based at Fort Bragg, N.C., are among the Army'é
most highly trained soldiers, specializing in anti-terrorist, hostage-rescue and
other specialized missions.

Pilnacek said the commander and former commander of Delta Force were brought
to Washington at the Justice Department's request April 14, 1993. .

“"They were not asked to cast judgment on the adequacy of the plan or anything
of that nature," Gen. Carl Stiner, then-commander of the U.S. Special Operations
Command, told Congress on April 21, 1993. .

>But one week later, Reno told the House Judiciary Committee that she and
other law enforcement officials met with the two Delta Force commanders
specifically "to review the plan."

"We asked to meet with military officials, and the general who was the former
commander of Delta Force and the colonel presently commanding the Delta Force
came to Washington and met with us and FBI officials after they reviewed the
plan, and we consulted very carefully about that," Reno told the committee.

"Their comments werxe instructive. While indicating that the plan appeared to
be sound, one suggestion was that rather than an incremental approach ... as
proposed by the FBI, (CS) gas should be inserted into all portions of the
compound simultaneously," Reno told the committee.

Republican congressional leaders, reacting to the April 19, 1995, Oklahoma
" City bombing, have promised to hold hearings on the government tactics that led
to civilian deaths at the Branch Davidian compound.

Justice Department spokesman Carl Stern said Monday that the military
involvement did not violate the Posse Comitatus Act, which prohibits using the
military to enforce civil laws.

"You take your experts where you find them," said Stern. "It is not uncommon
to consult the military. It is not at all unusual, and certainly not improper,
to get the advice of the military in such cases."

Stern noted that the attorney general also consulted with a civilian expert
on the use of CS gas, Dr. Harry Salem of Fort Detrick. '

"What the law talks about is employing them (military forces) in an
operational role. She became convinced she couldn't. The record shows she was
adhering to the restrictions of Posse Comitatus."

--- (GNS correspondent John Hanchette contributed to this report.)

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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Elite Army Special Forces soldiers gave federal law agents military tralnlng

‘and other assistance in the days preceding the deadly raid on the Branch
Davidian compound in Waco, Texas, in February 1993.

Some senior Special Forces members opposed the training mission, which was
Justlfled by alleged drug activity at the compound. At least one independent
reviewer said this week that the military assistance was inappropriate - if not
illegal.

"These were the wrong guys and this was the wrong way to go about it," said
retired Army Col. Rod Paschall, who was hired by the Treasury Department: to
provide an independent assessment of the failed raid. Paschall is a former
commander of the Army's Delta Force commando unit and a veteran of Army special

operations.

The raid and subsequent siege, in which at least 72 Branch Davidians,
including 17 chlldren, eventually died in an inferno, has served as a rallying
point for right wing militia groups, who accuse the federal government of
violating civil liberties.

And federal agents say it was a particular sore point with Timothy J.
McVeigh, who is charged in the April 19 bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah. Federal
Building in Oklahoma City. The building was blown up on the second anniversary
of the Waco inferno.

The Special Forces' part1c1patlon has received no widespread public
attentlon, despite continuing controversy over the Waco raid and congressional
misgivings about the role of the military in domestic law enforcement.

‘There is no mention of the training mission in the text of the Treasury
Department's official 225-page report on the raid and only a few passing
references in the report's voluminous annexes.

In response to an inquiry from Gannett News Service, an Army spokesman said
this week that a 10-man team from the elite Special Forces - commonly known as
the Green Berets - gave federal agents communications and medical training and
provided access to a shooting range at Fort Hood, Texas, durlng the five days
preceding the Feb. 28 raid.

The.team provided "generic" training but did not take part in planning or
executing the raid, said Lt. Col. Ken McGraw, spokesman for the U.S. Army
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‘. ot .
special Operations Command, at Fort Bragg, N.C.
federal law forbids the military from enforcing civil law except in cases
involving drugs, nuclear weapons or technology, and a few other special
.sircumstances. ‘

"Prior to ATF going intg Waco, some (Spec@al Forces) guys were sent to Fort
Jood to provide communications training, medical training and opened a range
which (ATF agents) used at Fort Hood," he said. "That was the extent of their

involvement." :

McGraw said he could not discuss details of the mission. Maj. Mark Petree,
commander of the 10-man team, also declined to comment. An ATF spokesman .
declined to comment, as did the White House.

‘However, both Paschall and the Treasury report indicate the Green Beret team
was more deeply involved in planning and preparing for the raid than McGraw
indicated.

Paschall said the Special Forces trainers observed and gave advice to federal
agents during detailed rehearsals for the raid at Fort Hood. ‘

An addendum to the Treasury report said the Green Berets jointly developed
the communications plan for the raid with ATF agents and assisted in duplicating
the floor plan of the Branch Davidian compound at the Fort Hood rehearsal site.

A Special Operations officer who asked not to be named, said legal officers
at first turned down the ATF's request for assistance. Participation was
approved only after unproven allegations of drug violations were made. .

"They wanted no part of it. Thel(legal affairs) guy said, 'Hey, we.can't do
this.' And they (ATF agents) said, 'OK, here's how we can get this done,"' the
officer said. "They just invented a methamphetamine plant that didn't exist."”

McGraw said the Special Forces team was assigned to Joint Task Force-6, a
miljtary counter-narcotics unit based at Fort Bliss, Texas. He said the team was
directed to assist ATF agents at Fort Hood, near Waco, after ATF officials
alleged that a methamphetamine plant was located at the Branch Dividian

-

McGraw said he did not know whether there was any initial resistance to the
training mission and said legal officers were not available for comment.

The Treasury Department investigation reported no evidence of a drug plant or
drug use at the compound. An ATF spokesman said this week that no bureau
officials were available to discuss military role in the preparations.

_Paschall said ATF violated procedures by seéuring military assistance for the
raid through the drug task force, rather than through law enforcement liaison
offices in the Pentagon. '

Paschall said the Green Berets, who do not specialize in combat assault
operations, were the wrong choice to assist in the mission, and that it may have
been inappropriate for any military unit to be involved in the raid
Preparations.
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"I'm not certain it was (illegal)," Paschall said. "But there's a right way
to do it: You go to the top, through the proper legal authority, you get the
r1ght people to do the job. And those folks down in (Waco) didn't do it that

way."

There is no indication the Special Forces soldiers took a direct role in the
raid. "

But Laura Murphy-Lee, legislative affairs director for the American Civil
Liberties Union, said the military participation could present a bad precedent.

eThey are not trained to deal with domestic policy issues - things like-
searches and seizures, Miranda warnings," she sald "They are not trained in
national or local laws. . .

"If there was a mlsrepresentatlon of the use of military personnel in a civil
incident, it's a very serious allegation that needs further investigation."

Republican congress;onal leaders, reacting to the April 19th Oklahoma City
federal building bombing, have promised to hold hearings on the government
tactics that led to civilian deaths at the Branch Davidian compound. Private
militias and other citizen groups have expressed fears the federal government

will use the military to trigger future Wacos.

The Special Forces are among the most highly trained soldiers in the world.
Each 10- to 12-man team consists of specialists in weapons, explosives,
intelligence, communications, medical care, foreign languages, civil affairs and
other military specialties. They are trained to operate behind enemy lines and
to train foreign militaries. )

(Gannett News Service Correspondent John Hanchette contributed to this report.)

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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HEADLINE: USE OF TEAR GAS IN WACO RAID UNDER SCRUTINY;
SIEGE: EXPERTS RAISE SAFETY QUESTIONS. RENO SAYS SHE WAS ASSURED SUBSTANCE WOULD

NOT HARM CHILDREN,
BYLINE: By GLENN F. BUNTING, TIMES STAFF WRITER

DATELINE: WASHINGTON

BODY:
Since a government raid near Waco, Tex., turned into a fiery disaster two

years ago, Atty. Gen. Janet Reno has steadfastly defended her decision to storm
the besieged compound of the Branch Davidian religious sect and cited a need to
rescue the 24 children inside from unsafe and worsening conditions.

¢+ But as the episode becomes the. focus of renewed attention in the nation's
capital and beyond, fresh questions are centering on certain tactics used by
federal agents -- specifically the firing of hundreds of rounds of a
military-style tear gas into the camp -- that may themselves have endangered the

children.

At 6:02 a.m. on April 19, 1993, following a 51-day standoff, FBI agents in
military tanks advanced from siege lines around the Branch Davidian cocmpound and
fired volleys of CS gas inside the buildings to immobilize the heavily armed

occupants.

The wooden structures were filled with the gas over the next six hours before
the building erupted into flames, leaving more than 80 people dead, including
all of the children. Before giving the order to advance, Reno said, she was -
assured by military experts that CS gas would cause no serious harm or permanent
damage to the children of the besieged cult members.

However, it is now clear that medical literature and manufacturers' warnings
available at the time dispute that conclusion.

CS gas is potentially so hazardous when applied in confined spaces that
-California prison guards are cautioned against using it in the cells of unruly
inmates. A Sherman Oaks company suspended sales of CS to the Israeli government
in 1988 at the same time Amnesty International linked the gas to the deaths of
Palestinians in homes and other buildings in the occupied territories.

rnlthough,adults can withstand CS exposure by wearing gas masks, and the
Branch Davidian compound was well stocked with military equipment, no masks were

available to properly fit children.

"All of those young children who breathed that gas for hours and didn't have
masks would have been in intensive-care if they had survived," said Dr. Alan

)V
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A. Stone, a Harvard University professor of law and psychiatry who was chosen by
" the Justice Department to review its performance at Waco and only recently began
to speak out. "This seems so clear and apparent that it's hard for me to imagine
how the attorney general, who I have great respect for, could have OKd this."

The official cause of death for the children, whose bodies were badly burned
in the blaze, could not be determined. Smoke inhalation was a leading |
possibility. However, autopsy records also show that some of the victim's bodies
contained cyanide, a chemical emitted when CS gas -- and other substances such
as plastic -- are heated in a fire. Many of the toddlers and infants may have
been overcome by the gas before they died, some experts believe.

In contrast, a government specialist in riot-control agents who requested
anonymity said scientific studies indicate that it would be "almost virtually
impossible" for large quantities of CS to severely injure any of the Davidians,
including the 17 children under age 10. And Justice Department officials say
they doubt that many, if any, Davidians breathed significant amounts of CS
because of strong winds that whipped through large holes knocked in the building
by tank-mounted battering rams to insert the gas.

-

Controversy surrounding the Branch Davidian incident has been fanned by the
Oklahoma City bombing on April 19, the second anniversary of the Waco blaze. The
leading suspect in the fatal attack on the federal building, Timothy J. McVeigh,
reportedly considered the Waco siege an example of government's intention to
crush individual liberties, particularly the right to bear arms.

He is not alone. Some conservatives and civil libertarians question whether
the full story of the government's actions at Waco has come to light. At least
two congressional committees plan to hold hearings into the Branch Davidian

incident this summer.

Officials at the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, which conducted the
initial raid at Waco to serve search warrants related to weapons violations,
maintain they have learned painful lessons from their mistakes and adopted
changes to ensure they are not repeated. :

But the Justice Department has denied being at fault, instead blaming the
loss of life solely on Branch Davidian leader David Koresh, who was suspected of

stockpiling illegal weapons,

"There is much to be angry about when we talk about Waco, and the
government 's conduct is not the reason," Reno told a gathering of federal law
enforcement officers this month, "David Koresh is the reason."

Henry Ruth, a former federal prosecutor who served on the independent board
that reviewed the ATF's actions, said he found the Justice Department's review

of Waco full of glowing appraisals, '

"That is appalling to me when children die in a fire and there is a precedent
for it," said Ruth, citing the five children who burned to death in 1985 when
authorities dropped a bomb on the MOVE community building in West Philadelphia.
*When they don't learn their lessons, are children going to die the next time?"

Z 0023540



LUS Angeles lliles, may €3, 429D _

' The FBI was called in on Feb. 28, 1993, to resolve an exceedingly difficult

" situation at the Branch Davidians' compound after the ATF raid there went awry.
As ATF agents stormed the compound, armed cult members opened fire, killing four
officers and five Branch Davidian members. After negotiating a cease-fire with
Koresh, the FBI decided that its principal goal was gaining the release of the
children inside, according to the Justice Department review of the incident.

Koresh sent out 21 children and 14 adults through March 23, But the releases
stopped, and he showed no willingness to surrender.

*

As weeks passed, the uncertainty about the outcome began to mount. The FBI's
longest previous standoff had lasted four days. When the Waco encounter entered
its second month, the situation became more "dangerous" because of the
difficulty in maintaining security around such a large area and because the
FBI's hostage rescue team was exhausted and in need of retraining, Reno said.

The FBI had no backup unit.

on the 22nd day, FBI officials recommended using tear '‘gas to clear the -
compound. Three weeks later, on April 12, the attorney general was briefed on

the FBl's proposal to use CS gas.,

, In meetings with military experts, Reno was reassured that the plan to drive
out the Branch Davidians with gradual applications of CS gas was safe., They
referred to cases of children who had completely recovered within hours of being

exposed to CS with no long-term effects. -

other issue at Waco, said Justice Department spokesman Carl Stern.
she consulted was Harry Salem, a toxicologist at the Army's Chemic
Biological Defense Command, :

Reno spent more time weighing the merits of the gassing strategy than any
those
and

Reno was advised that although no laboratory tests measuring the effects of
CS gas on children had been performed, "anecdotal evidence was convincing" that
there would be no permanent injury, according to the Justice Department report.
"The military personnel made Reno feel more confident with the concept of tear
gas, as opposed to the original concept in her mind of 'gassing,' " the report

said. '

Salem declined to be interviewed. In written responses to questions submitted
by The Times, Salem wrote that CS can be used indoors as long as safety ratios
. are not exceeded. Achieving lethal concentrations of CS, Salem wrote, would be

rextremely difficult,."

After the Waco standoff's fiery end, Stone, one of the experts retained by
the Justice Department to examine what happened, specifically requested the
briefing materials Salem provided to Reno. Stone said he was furnished a copy of
. a 1971 report by the British government that advocated CS as a crowd-control

agent in open-air settings.

"There was nothing the attorney general was given in her material and nothing
I was ever given which addressed the problem of CS gas in a closed space," Stone

said.
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« Stone issued a scathing 33-page report in November,: 1993, which the Justice
Department declined to make available, that criticized the decision to deploy
CS gas. In the Justice Department report, Stone wrote, there is no mention
durzng Reno's deliberations that young children do not have the lung capacity to

use gas masks.

"I find it hard to accept a deliberate plan to insert CSgas . . . in a
building with so many children," Stone wrote. "It certainly makes it more
difficult to believe that the health and safety of the children was our primary '

concern."

Reno has discounted Stone's crit;czsm, saying he lacks expertise in the field
of toxicology.

The danger of applying CS in enclosed spaces is spelled out in an array of
medical literature and manufacturers' reports, including the Army's guidelines
on civil disturbances. Army Field Manual FM 19-15, publ;shed in 1985, warns that
CS "is not to be used in buildings, near hospitals or in areas where lingering

contamination could cause problems."

Kelly Donahue, spokeswoman for Federal Laboratories Inc., which produces CS
gas, said the chemical is designed for use in a large, open area. "If you were
to shoot too much in a building or enclosed area, you could suffocate

1nd1v1duals."
*

CS takes its name from two scientists, B.B. Corson and R.W. Stoughton, who
invented it in 1928. The chemical, ortho-chlorobenzal malononitrile, is
considered a "super tear gas" because it works 1nstant1y, causing burning eyes,
coughing, breathing difficulty, stlnglng skin and vomiting. Though it is
commonly referred to as a tear gas, CS is actually a white crystal that looks
like talcum powder. In 1959, the Army adopted CS as its standard riot-control
agent, and the chemical was used extensively in the Vietnam War.

. The widespread use of CS by South Korea on hundreds of thousands of civilians -
in 1987 was researched by the Physicians for Human Rights group. After ,
discovering that civilians suffered serious acute illnesses, sometimes with
permanent injury, the group called for banning the use of CS on humans.

"Exposure to high concentrations of tear gas in small, enclosed spaces for 10
minutes is potentially lethal, particularly to infants and children. . . ," the

organization concluded., ,
High levels of CS exposure have led to heart failure and death in adults,

according to a 1989 report in the Journal of the American Medical Assn. The

principal author of the study, Dr. Howard Hu of Harvard University Medical

School, said he would have strongly recommended against firing CS into the
Branch Davidian compound if there was any chance the o6ccupants would remain

inside.

*

In the days leading up to the assault, FBI officials told the attorney
general they planned to introduce the CS gradually over two or three days.
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They hoped to force the Davidians out the front door by using gas at opposite
.ends of the compound. .

‘. But the tear-gas raid on April 19 was anything but gradual.

Wwithin minutes of the initial delivery of two bottles of CS, the Davidians
fired automatic weapons at the military armored vehicle, according to the
Justice Department report. Two M-60 tanks and four Bradley fighting vehicles
responded by launching an all-out assault on all areas of the building. Under’
the plan approved by Reno, the FBI was authorized to escalate the gassing
operation if the tanks encountered resistance.

By 6:31 a.m., half an hour after the mission began, the entire building had
been filled with CS. The rest of the morning, the FBI continued to deliver gas
volleys through all openings of the residential structure to increase the

pressure on the occupants.

The attack was so rapid that the tanks quickly exhausted the supply of
tear-gas canisters that was to last for several days. At 7:45 a.m., senior FBI
officials requested ‘additional rounds of CS from field offices around the
country. By the time the final gas volleys were fired at 11:40 a.m., the Bradley
tanks had fired at least 300 rounds at the buzldlng and the M-60 combat vehicles

had made six gas injections.
*

Clive Doyle was inside the chapel when an M-60 tank burst through the front
door spraying CS and as additional so-called ferret rounds from the Bradley
vehicles landéd through the windows. While most Davidians in the chapel had gas
masks, Doyle said, they only worked for about half an hour before the filters
started to fail. He said there were screams as the gas burned the sk:n of some

people and left others gasping.

"The ferret rounds were almost like rockets," said Doyle, 54, who lived at
the compound off and on for nearly three decades and was acquztted of all
charges at the Branch Davidian trial last year.

"They crashed through windows, came whistling past your head and embedded
themselves in the wall," he said. "You could hear them hissing once they broke
open. We were praying to God that somehow we would be delivered." :

Doyle said there was "no doubt" the gas poured into an aboveground concrete
bunker where the women and children had retreated. The 20-by-21-foot bunker,
which had been used as a locked vault and food cooler, was waist-deep in stored

ammunition.
*The children had no protection from (the gas) being sprayed because there

were no windows or major holes," Doyle said. "I can imagine it was agonizing for
them without gas masks and being in a cul-de-sac part of the building with no

wind "

FBI officials offered a contrasting view. They say that any suggestion that
CS could have worked its way through rooms into the bunker is highly improbable.
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o “They prokably would not have had to don gas masks or. shed one tear from the
CS that would have entered that bunker," said the government specialist on tear

gas.

The charred remains of children, including at ‘least 10 who were younger than
3, were found in the bunker along with 13 women, seven men and a fetus.
Coroner's investigators determined that mothers put wet blankets around the
children and held them in the;r arms before they died.

Given the large quantities of CS pumped into the building, 1: would have been
very difficult for children to have walked out to safety, as envisioned by the

FBI plan, some experts say.
"The kids would never have made it," said George F. Uhlig, a retired Air

Force lieutenant colonel and professor of chemistry at the College of Eastern
vUtah who has researched the use of CS at Waco, "Eventually you pump in enough

gas and you exclude breathing.”

An arson investigation team compiled by the Texas State Rangers found that
the ensuing fire that engulfed the compound was deliberately set by one or more
people inside the building. The team concluded that the fire was not caused or
spread by any chemicals used in the gassing operation.

It is unclear how many Davidians inhaled the CS gas, according to the Justice
Department report. The passage of at least an hour between the last gas attacks
and the end of the fire would have allowed evidence of the gas to dissipate in

the bodies.

"It is impossible to predict what role CS played in this case," said Dr.
Nizam Peerwani, chief medical examiner of Tarrant County, Tex., whose office

performed the toxicological tests on the bodies.
While the criticism has mounted, the Justice Department has held firm that

the use of the CS was appropriate. Within the past two weeks, Reno went back to
Salem to ask him about the safety of CS gas, according to Justice Department

spokesman Stern,
'"He hasn't changed his fhinking at all," Stern said.

Times staff writer Ronald J. Ostrow contributed to this story.
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BODY:

WASHINGTON Federal agents began planning a massive, military-style assault on
the Branch Davidian compound in Waco, Texas, more than a month before the
initial, ill-fated raid took place in February, 1993, government documents show.
—_—

U.S. Army Special Forces were asked to help plan the operation and provide
combat training, but resisted because of potential violations of federal law,
according to military and law enforcement documents obtained by Gannett News
Service through the Freedom of Information Act. '

—

Military officials also éxpressed doubts about an alleged drug connection
that provided the legal basis for furnishing military assistance.

That Feb. 28 raid triggered a deadly chain of events. Four Bureau of Alcohol,
Toba¢co and Firearms agents were killed in it. Two months later, at least 72
Branch Davidians, including 17 children, died in the final raid.

The incident has served as a rallying point for gun advocates and militia
groups, who accuse the federal government of abusing authority and violating
civil rights.

Federal agents say the Waco disaster was a particular sore point with Timothy
J. McVeigh, who is charged in the April 19 bombing of the federal office
building in Oklahoma City. The building was blown up on the second anniversary
of the end of the 51-day seige.

According to the heavily censored documents, ATF requested training,
equipment and other assistance from a military counternarcotics task force based
at Fort Bliss, Texas, in early January, 1993.

According to the May 15 memo, the ATF told the military that military
assistance was needed to help serve a federal search warrant involving "a
dangerous extremist organization believed to be producing methamphetamine."

(///”;;;‘commander of a 10-man Army special forces unit assigned to Joint Task
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Force-Six, at Fort Bliss, objected to the plan because of potential violations
of the Posse Comitatus Act, which forbids direct involvement by the military in

civil law enforcement.
Military commanders eventually agreed to a reduced request to provide
communications and medical evacuation training and access to a shooting range at

Fort Hood.
WELF28key
$ TEMP$ PAPER:CHICAGO SUN-TIMES

'WASHINGTON The Senate Finance Committee passed legislation Friday that would
end the six-decade federal guarantee of support to every destitute American
woman with children by transferring vast authority over the welfare system to

states.

Only one Democrat, Sen. Max Baucus (D-Mont.), joined Republicans in the 1.2-8
vote, which set the stage for a floor debate next month on what is likely to be
one of the most important decisions of the current Congress. The plan, although
expected to pass largely intact, is sure to face attacks from both conservatives

and liberals.

The bill, like a similar measure passed earlier in the House, would change
the $ 17 billion Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC), the main cash
welfare program for children, from a federal program to a state-designed and run
program funded with lump-sum grants from the federal government, which might not
cover all eligible families. Both measures set a five-year lifetime limit for

receiving welfare.

"Children will be better served and welfare will be better run if the system
is turned over to the state," said Sen. Bob Packwood (R-Ore.), committee
chairmanand chief author of the Senate plan. "The argument that we are
abandoning our responsibilities does not wash."

Democrats criticized Republicans for removing the safety net from poor
children that has been there since the New Deal.

Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole assured lawmakers that if the measure did
have a negative impact, "we'll be back here in a year or two doing the opposite
of what we're doing today." )
GRAPHIC: GANNETT NEWS SERVICE_LOS ANGELES TIMES
LANGUAGE: English
LN-ACC-NO: WELF28051995
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Federal agents began planning a massive, military-style assault on the Branch
Davidian compound in Waco, Texas, more than a mcnth before the initial,
ill-fated raid in February 1993, government documents show. '

U.S. Army Special Forces were asked to help plan the operation and provide
combat training, but resisted because of potential violations of federal law,
according to military and law enforcement documents Gannett News Service
obtained this week through the Freedom of Information Act.

Military officials also expressed doubts about an alleged drug connection
that provided the legal basis for furnishing military assistance.

That Feb. 28 raid triggered a deadly chain of events. Four Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco and Firearms agents were killed in it. Two months later, at least 72
Branch Davidians, including 17 children, died during the final raid.

The incident has served as a rallying point for gun advocates and militia
groups, who accuse the federal government of abusing authority and violating
civil rights.

Federal agents say the Waco disaster was a particular sore point with Timothy
J. McVeigh, who is charged in the April 19 bombing of the federal office
building in Oklahoma City. The building was blown up on the second anniversary
of the end of the 51-day siege.

According to the heavily censored documents, ATF requested training,
equipment and other assistance from a military counternarcotics task force based
at Fort Bliss, Texas, in early January 1993.

The ATF asked for close-quarters combat and special operations training,
medical evacuation assistance and assistance in planning the operation,
according to a May 15 after-action review prepared by the U.S. Special
Operations Command, in Tampa, Fla.

The ATF also requested up to eight Bradley armored fighting vehicles, access
to a military urban combat training facility and shooting ranges, trucks, tents,
sleeping bags, smoke generators, gas masks, sand bags, light sets, heaters, 4
field telephones, field rations and barracks space at Fort Hood, near Waco, for
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97 federal agents.

The Army's FM 100-5 field manual defines "close" combat operations as "when
soldiers close with and destroy the enemy." :

According to the May 15 memo, the ATF told the military that military
assistance was needed to help serve a federal search warrant involving "a
dangerous extremist organization believed to be producing methamphetamine."

A Feb. 3 Special Forces written order noted that ATF intelligence indicated
the Branch Davidians were "heavily armed with large caliber automatic weapons
and are considered willing to use them." .

Th (Be commander of a 10-man Army special forces unit assigned to Joint Task
Force-Six, at Fort Bliss, objected to the plan because of potential violations
of the Posse Comitatus Act, which forbids the military from becoming directly
involvement in civil law enforcement.

"The (Special Forces) commander raised this issue to JTF-6. When told that he
should continue to plan the op, he called (Special Forces) command," at Fort
Bragg, N.C., for further guidance, according to a hand-written memo prepared by
the Special Forces' legal affairs office. The unit commander, Maj. Mark Petree,
declined to comment when contacted Friday.

Special Forces commanders at Fort Bragg rejected the initial ATF request.

According to the memo, dated March 5, 1993, Special Forces legal officers
concluded "that there was a potential violation of the Posse Comitatus Act based
on the way JTF-6 was planning (the) mission ... a major legal problem was
developing with (the) JTF-6 mission."

Military commanders eventually agreed to a reduced request to provide
communications and medical evacuation training and access to a shooting range at
Fort Hood. Nonetheless, they gave explicit orders for the training team, known
as a Rapid Support Unit (RSU), to avoid planning, taking part in or providing
assistance directly related to the raid.

"RSU will not provide mission specific advice ... RSU teams will not
accompany BATF teams on either the operation nor any site visit within the area
of operation," commanders instructed in a Feb. 17, 1993, operation order.

The request for Bradleys and other equipment was filled by the Texas National
Guard.

The previously classified documents were released this week only after a
Freedom of Information request. Neither military nor ATF officials could be
reached for comment Friday.

.The Special Forces' role has received little public attention, despite
continuing controversy over the Waco raid and congressional misgivings about the
role of the military in domestic law enforcement.

There is no mention of the training mission in the texts of either the
Treasury or Justice departments' official reports on the raid, and only a few
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passing references in the reports' voluminous appendixes.
Nor was there any mention of a drug connection to the case. The federal
warrants served on the compound involved illegal weapons and explosives.

The Special Forces documents released this week contain a reference to the
"possibility that (the) drug connection was overstated to secure cost-free
training and assistance," but provide no other details. Military assistance in
nondrug cases must be reimbursed by law enforcement agencies.

Joint Task Force-Six was established in 1989 to provide civilian law
enforcement agencies with training and assistance in drug cases.

One independent reviewer said the Special Forces assistance in the Waco case
was inappropriate, if not illegal. )

"These were the wrong guys and this was the wrong way to go about it," said
retired Army Col. Rod Paschall, who was hired by the Treasury Department to
provide an independent assessment of the failed raid. Paschall is a former
commander of the Army's Delta Force commando unit.
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Congress should investigate whether involving elite U.S. Army units and
military commanders in the 1993 Waco, Texas, raids violated a federal ban on
military participation in domestic law enforcement, a key senator said Monday.

"That is something that needs to be looked into ... this does underscore the
need for hearings," said Sen. Arlen Specter, R-Pa., chairman of the Senate
Intelligence Committee and Judfciary subcommittee on terrorism.

Specter is a sharp critic of the administration's handling of the Feb. 28 and
“April 19, 1993 raids on the Branch Davidian compound near Waco. But he was
rebuffed last week in his bid to have early hearings into the Waco affair.

His remarks came after Gannett News Service revealed over the weekend that a
team of Special Forces soldiers provided law enforcement agents with military
training and other assistance in the days before the Feb. 28 raid, in which four
federal agents were killed.

After that, Attorney General Janet Reno consulted with the commander of the
Army's Delta Force anti-terrorist unit and a former commander of that unit in
Washington five days before the standoff ended in an assault and fire that
killed 72 Branch Davidians, including 17 children, on April 19.

The Delta Force commanders were asked for advice about hostage-rescue
operations, but did not formulate the FBI's assault plan and did not participate
in the raid, said Col. Bob Pilnacek, spokesman for U.S. Special Operations
Command, in Tampa, Fla.

The 51-day siege has served as a rallying point for right-wing militia
groups, who accuse the federal government of violating civil liberties. And in
the wake of the Oklahoma City bombing on the second anniversary of the Waco
conflagration, new questions have been raised about the government's handling of
Waco.

Many militia members fear that the federal government will use the military
to crack down on them and their right to bear arms.

There is no evidence any active-duty military personnel participated in the
raid, which was initially mounted by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
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and later directed by the FBI.

Federal law forbids the military from enforcing civil laws or planning civil
law-enforcement operations except in cases involving drugs or nuclear weapons
-and technology.

The degree of military involvement at Waco remains unclear.

The Delta Force commandos, based at Fort Bragg, N.C., are among the Army's
most highly trained soldiers, specializing in anti-terrorist, hostage-rescue and
other specialized missions.

Pilnacek said the commander and former commander of Delta Force were brought
to Washington at the Justice Department's request April 14, 1993.

.Oﬁx "They were not asked to cast judgment on the adequacy of the plan or anything
of that nature," Gen. Carl Stiner, then-commander of the U.S. Special Operations
¥A@ Command, told Congress on April 21, 1993.

But one week later, Reno told the House Judiciary Committee that she and
other law enforcement officials met with the two Delta Force commanders
specifically "to review the plan."

"We asked to meet with military officials, and the general who was the former
commander of Delta Force and the colonel presently commanding the Delta Force
came to Washington and met with us and FBI officials after they reviewed the
plan, and we consulted very carefully about that," Reno told the committee.

"Their comments were instructive. While indicating that the plan appeared to
be sound, one suggestion was that rather than an incremental approach ... as
proposed by the FBI, (CS) gas should be inserted into all portions of the
compound simultaneously," Reno told the committee.

Republican congressional leaders, reacting to the April 19, 1995, Oklahoma
City bombing, have promised to hold hearings on the government tactics that led
to civilian deaths at the Branch Davidian compound.

Justice Department spokesman Carl Stern said Monday that the military
involvement did not violate the Posse Comitatus Act, which prohibits using the
military to enforce civil laws.

"You take your experts where you find them," said Stern. "It is not uncommon
to consult the military. It is not at all unusual, and certainly not improper,
to get the advice of the military in such cases."

) Stern noted that the attorney general also consulted with a civilian expert
on the use of CS gas, Dr. Harry Salem of Fort Detrick.

"What the law talks about is employing them {military forces) in an
operational role. She became convinced she couldn't. The record shows she was
adhering to the restrictions of Posse Comitatus."

--- (GNS correspondent John Hanchette contributed to this report.)

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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The team provided "generic" 'training but did not take part in planning or
executing the raid, said Lt. Col. Ken McGraw, spokesman for the U.S. Army
Special Operations Command, at Fort Bragg, N.C.

Federal law forbids the military from enforcing civil law except in cases
involving drugs, nuclear weapons or technology, and a few other special
circumstances. ‘

"prior to ATF going into Waco, some (Special Forces) guys were sent to Fort
Hood to provide communications training, medical training and opened a range
which (ATF agents) used at Fort Hood," he said. "That was the extent of their
involvement ." :

McGraw said he could not discuss details of the mission. Maj. Mark Petree,
commander of the 10-man team, also declined to comment. An ATF spokesman
declined to comment, as did the White House.

However, both Paschall and the Treasury report indicate .the Green Beret team
was more deeply involved in planning and preparing for the raid than McGraw
indicated. ‘

Paschall said the Special Forces trainers observed and gave advice to federal
agents during detailed rehearsals for the raid at Fort Hood.

An addendum to the Treasury report said the Green Berets jointly developed
the communications plan for the raid with ATF agents and assisted in duplicating
the floor plan of the Branch Davidian compound at the Fort Hood rehearsal site.

A Special Operations officer who asked not to be named, said legal officers
at first turned down the ATF's request for assistance. Participation was
approved only after unproven allegations of drug violations were made.

"They wanted no part of it. The (legal affairs) guy said, 'Hey, we can't do
this.' And they (ATF agents) said, 'OK, here's how we can get this done,"' the
officer said. "They just invented a methamphetamine plant that didn't exist."

McGraw said the Special Forces team was assigned to Joint Task Force-6, a
military counter-narcotics unit based at Fort Bliss, Texas. He said the team was
directed to assist ATF agents at Fort Hood, near Waco, after ATF officials
alleged that a methamphetamine plant was located at the Branch Dividian
compound.

McGraw said he did not know whether there was any initial resistance to the
training mission and said legal officers were not available for comment.

The Treasury Department investigation reported no evidence of a drug plant or
drug use at the compound. An ATF spokesman said this week that no bureau
officials were available to discuss military role in the preparations.

Paschall said ATF violated procedures by securing military assistance for the
raid through the drug task force, rather than through law enforcement liaison

offices in the Pentagon.

Paschall said the Green Berets, who do not specialize in combat assault
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operations, were the wrong choice to assist in the mission, and that it may have
been inappropriate for any military unit to be involved in the raid
preparations. '

"I'm not certain it was (illegal)," Paschall said. "But there's a right way
to do it: You go to the top, through the proper legal authority, you get the
right people to do the job. And those folks down in (Waco) didn't do it that
way." :

There is no indication the Special Forces soldiers took a direct role in the
raid. '

But Laura Murphy-Lee, legislative affairs director for the American Civil
Liberties Union, said the military participation could present a bad precedent.

"They are not trained to deal with domestic policy issues - things like
searches and seizures, Miranda warnings," she said. "They are not trained in
national or local laws.

"If there was a misrepresentation of the use of military personnel in.a civil
incident, it's a very serious allegation that needs further investigation."

Republican congressional leaders, reacting to the April 19th Oklahoma City
federal building bombing, have promised to hold hearings on the government
tactics that led to civilian deaths at the Branch Davidian compound. Private
militias and other citizen groups have expressed fears the federal government
will use the military to trigger future Wacos. :

The Special Forces are among the most highly trained soldiers in the world:
Each 10- to 12-man team consists of specialists in weapons, explosives,
intelligence, communications, medical care, foreign languages, civil affairs and
other military specialties. They are trained to operate behind enemy lines and
to train foreign militaries.

{Gannett News Service Correspondent John Hanchette contributed to this report.)
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At a time when much of the nation's media is frothing over possible CIA
involvement in the murder of a leftist guerrilla in Guatemala a few years ago,
the continuing silence on Waco, Texas, is ever more peculiar. Two years ago
today, the FBI launched a tank assault on a compound holding almost 100 people.
Within a few hours, more than 80 people were dead.

The federal action at Waco has become a symbol of government out of control.
Most Americans recall the pictures of the tanks smashing holes in the compound
occupied by scores of women and children and pumping that compound full of
potentially lethal CS gas. Some Americans may recall the picture of the Bureau
of Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms (BATF) flag proudly flying on the embers of the
compound after almost all the people inside had perished. But, unfortunately,
few people have followed subsequent developments.

Harvard University professor of law and psychiatry Alan Stone was one of the
experts brought in by the Justice Department in 1993 to evaluate the agency's

.action at Waco. -'Mr..—Stone authored a dissenting view to the expert panel

review of the FBI's actions. In an interview last week, Mr. Stone observed, "I
don't think that the Justice Department provided enough information about either
what went on in Washington that day or what went on at the site that day of
[the] holocaust."

According to Mr. Stone, "Some of the government's actions may have killed
people before the fire started. I cannot tell whether the tanks knocked down
places where people were already. I don't know if there were people in there
crushed by the collapsing building™ as a result of tanks plowing into the
structure before the fire started.

Mr. Stone believes the public needs more information before final
conclusions can be drawn on what the feds did at Waco, including such things 'as
"who were the people in the tanks, what did they know about running tanks, how
did we shift from the plan of breaking through to put gas in a couple places [in
the compound] to tanks knocking down parts of the building" while women and
children were still inside.

Other investigators are also raising questions about the government's
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'p0531b1e role in killing the Davidians.

Michael McNulty, chairman of the Cltlzens Organization for Public Safety, of
Fort Collins, Colo., has conducted an extensive analysis of videotapes on the
final assault, as well as interviews with forensic scientists and Davidian
survivors.

Mr. McNulty believes FBI snipers shot Davidians on the morning of April 19
as they were running out of the back of the compound to escape the CS gas.
(During the FBI-Randy Weaver confrontation a few months before the Waco
conflict, one FBI SWAT team member summarized the rules of engagement as "if you
see 'em, shoot 'em," according to a confidential Justice Department report). Mr.
McNulty argues that infrared videotape indicates that the tanks may have pushed
the bodies of the slain Davidians back into the building before the fire began.
(Mr. McNulty has portions of the tape, but there are significant gaps that the
government has refused to release).

Mr. McNulty also believes the FBI intentionally ignited two fires in the
compound the final day with pyrotechnic devices. He says that FBI pyrotechnic
devices were fired into areas inundated with CS gas particulates at precisely
the same time that fireballs exploded from the back of the gymnasium. According
to Army manuals, there is a significant risk of flammability from CS gas
particulates. For instance, Army field manual FM-21-27 states on page 21:
"Warning: When using the dry agent CS-1, do not discharge indoors. Accumulating
dust may explode when exposed to spark or open flame."

FBI may have thrown or fired flash bang grenades into the Davidian compound
after the compound had been saturated with an explosive combination of CS gas.
Col. Rex Applegate, the inventor of the ferret round and one of the nation's
foremost experts on riot control, observed in an interview last week: "Any flash
bang will start fires."

Col. Applegate noted that the carrying agent, methylene chloride, had
probably been mixed with the CS particulates. Methylene chloride is highly
combustible in heavy concentrations.

Col. Applegate has drawn no conclusions: "As to who started the fire, who
knows? It could have been a lantern, it could have been a flash bang, or a
pyrotechnic device that was shot in there."

Federal officials rushed to effectively destroy the scene practically as

"soon as the fire was out, thereby preventing independent investigators from

examining the evidence.

Mr. Stone does not believe that the FBI intentionally started any fires in
the Davidian compound. But, at the least, the government's claim that the gas
the FBI used is relatively harmless has been debunked. Mr. Stone noted, "Case
reports indicate that prolonged exposure to tear gas in closed quarters causes
chemical pneumonia and lethal pulmonary edema. According to a 1978 report, a

- disturbed adult died after only a half-hour exposure to CS gas in closed

quarters."
Carol Moore, author of a soon-to-be-published book on Waco, notes that a

1988 report by Amnesty International "claimed that CS gas contributed to or
caused the deaths of more than 40 Palestinians - including 18 babies under 6

Z 0018357



' A Page 16
o The Washington Times, April 19, 1995

months of age - who had been exposed to tear gas in enclosed spaces. American
manufacturers of CS gas halted the export of the gas to Israel because of its
misuse.

A 1975 Army publication on the effects of CS gas noted, "Generally, persons
reacting to CS are incapable of executing organized and concerted actions and
excessive exposure to CS may make them incapable of vacating the area." While
Attorney General Janet Reno claimed that the FBI hoped that spraying the gas
into the compound would have resulted in people fleelng outside, the gas itself
may have prevented people from escaping.

The government's claim that the military was not  involved 'in the attack on
the Davidians has also been debunked. '

James Pate, who has been on the cutting edge of Waco reporting, recently
uncovered several confidential documents exposing military 1nvolvement in the
attack on the Davidians.

Mr. Pate, who has written on Waco for the New York Daily News and the
American Spectator, noted in the May issue of Soldier of Fortune that a memo by
Armv Ma+i . Philip Lindley, written three weeks before the BATF launched its raid
on the Davidians, warned that "the degree of [Army] involvement proposed [by
BATF] crossed the [legal]l line and exposed the ([Special Forces trainers] to
criminal as well as civil liability."” Maj. Lindley characterized BATF's plan
for the raid as "an actual law enforcement mission with civilian targets ... to
be ‘attacked."

From his confidential military and law enforcement contacts, as well as from
official documents which he acquired, Mr. Pate concluded: "In direct violation
of their mission orders, Green Beret trainers wrote a specific assault scenario
for the BATF and participated in rehearsals for that assault." Mr. Pate
concluded that four Green Berets were on the scene on Feb. 28, 1993, when the
BATF launched its original military-style attack on the Davidian compound.

The fig leaf under which the Army provided training to federal agents to
attack American civilians was an allegation that the Davidians were involved in
manufacturing drugs. Making this charge allowed BATF officials to call in
military helicopters from the Texas National Guard to assist in their assault on
the Davidians. Yet the drug charge vanished almost immediately after the raid.
As Mr. Pate noted, "In almost two months of testimony in the criminal trial of
11 Branch Davidians in January-February 1994, federal prosecutors introduced not
one shred of evidence about illegal drug activity.”

From the time before the fire began in Waco, the federal government has been
suppressing the truth. At the trial of the Davidian defendants last year, U.S.
Judge Walter Smith proclaimed that "the government is not on trial," and then
proceeded to rig the trial to try to guarantee that the defendants were found
guilty. Judge Smith even prohibited defense counsel from introducing the
orricial Treasury Department report on the BATF raid - chronicling the lies the
agency had told - into evidence at the trial. The judge also prohibited the
introduction of evidence showing the Davidians acted in self-defense.

Federal prosecutors were céught manipulating the evidence at the trial.
Prosecutors presented a transcript of tapes made from electronic listening
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devices inside the compound in its last days, purportedly showing that the
Davidians intended to commit suicide. But, under cross-examination, the
government's audio expert admitted altering the transcripts after meting with
the chief prosecutor. As the New York Times reported, "Defense lawyer Mike
DeGeurin, demonstrated that more than 100 hours of FBI tapes from the compound
had been reduced to an hour of excerpts by the prosecution's audio expert. ‘'We
didn't hear things today from the earlier transcripts, such as people praying as
tanks were bashing in their homes, or children calling for their parents.' " The
federal government continues to prohibit gun experts for the convicted Davidians
from examining the allegedly illegal weapons the Davidians possessed. (A
federal judge condemned federal agents in Pennsylvania a few years ago for
tampering with seized weapons to frame defendants).

Col. Applegate complained: "There is a lot of material that has not been
divulged to the public from the FBI's own internal investigations."

When contacted for a response to some of the allegations in this article,
chief Justice Department spokesman Carl Stern said, "We normally do not get
involved with multiple communications except with the press corps that covers us
on a regular basis. We don't have enough staff to get into that pen-pal stuff"
of answering more than one set of questions from a reporter. Regarding
questions related to the origin of the fire that killed scores of Davidians, Mr.
Stern said, "It is not reasonable at this stage of the game to be setting out
these mischievous hypotheses" that the FBI may have been responsible.

As time passes, it will be increasingly difficult for the federal government
to keep the 1id on what really happened at Waco. In the meantime, American
citizens ask the Justice Department, the president and members of Congress at
every opportunity: When will the government stop lying about Waco?

James Bovard is the author of "Lost Rights: The Destruction of American
Liberty" (St. Martin's Press, April, 1994).
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The commander of F.B.I. tank operations during the Government's 51-day
standoff with the Branch Davidians testified today that his mission on the
morning that fire engulfed the sect's compound was to block access to a buried
bus where F.B.I. officials thought members of the sect might seek refuge.

The official, R. J. Craig, a nine-year veteran of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, commanded crews on three combat engineering vehicles, which were
used initially to punch holes in the compound's walls and then pump in tear gas
in an effort to end the standoff. Four other F.B.I. teams were simultaneously
shooting an estimated 300 gas canisters through the compound's windows from
Bradley tanks.

'Gas the Hallways'

"My assignment at first was to gas the hallways to prevent people from going
down the hallways into the bus," Mr. Craig said.

Later that morning, he testified, his orders were changed to include
"driving as far as we could into the building toward the main tower."

The sect's leader, David Koresh, and at least 80 of his followers died in.the
fire that day.

The day after the fire, Jeff Jamar, the F.B.I. tactical commander during the
standoff, told reporters at a news conference that Mr. Koresh could have saved
some followers from the fire and gas by hiding them in the bus.

'Prohibited by Law'’

"Had Koresh wished those children to survive, that was one place' they could
have hidden safely when he had the fires started," Mr. Jamar said. "In that bus,

‘the air was cool."

The testimony came in the fifth week of trial for 11 Branch Davidians accused
of killing four Federal agents during a failed weapons raid on Feb. 28 at the
sect's compound near Waco. Six sect members were also killed during the raid.
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During cross-examination, Mike DeGeurin, a defense lawyer, questioned Mr.
Craig about the use of Army personnel or equipment during the standoff. Mr.
Craig said that such activity in civilian police actions was "prohibited by law"
and that military maintenance crews for tanks used in the operation were kept
away from the compound area.

Role of Special Forces?

Mr. DeGeurin asked Mr. Craig if he had seen five specific servicemen during
the standoff: Maj. Mark Petrie, Sgt. Chris Dunn, Sgt. John Wilson, Sgt. Greg
Handy and Staff Sgt. Cordell Ackley. Mr. Craig said he did not know any of them.

A Maj. Mark Petrie is currently executive officer of the 3d Battalion, 3d
Special Forces Group, based in Fort Bragg, N.C., according to a spokesman for
that command. Asked about the issue of military involvement in events at the
Branch Davidian compound, the spokesman, Lieut. Col. Ken McGraw, referred
guestions to the Army Special Operations Group in Tampa, Fla., but he did say
today that "there weren't any Special Forces present during the raid on Feb.
28."

Helped A.T.F. With Training

" A spokesman for the Special Operations Group, Lieut. Col. Charles Merlo,
reacted similarly, saying, "My understanding is that we helped the A.T.F. with
some range assistance and medical training, but that we did not have anybody
present during the raid."

Earlier trial testimony has shown that Special Forces members, better known
as Green Berets, were present during training of Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms agents at Fort Hood, Tex., during preparations for the Feb. 28 raid.

Mr. Craig told jurors that military vehicles used by the F.B.I. in the Branch
Davidian operation included seven Bradley armored personnel carriers, four
54-ton combat engineering vehicles, two M-1 Abrams battle tanks, and a tracked
maintenance recovery vehicle.
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BODY:

The law has tried to force David Koresh out with guns, to shout him out with
speeches, annoy him with bad music, shame him with insults and coax him with air
time. Officials have appealed to his vanity as a leader, to his humanity as a
father and to the insanity of the situation.

"They might as well try to walk across the Brazos River. Four weeks into a
standoff with federal agents, messianic cult leader Koresh and nearly 100 armed
followers linger inside their complex of shabby buildings north of here,
determined to remain actors in a Passion Play instead of succumbing like common
criminals.

"He knows he holds a lot of the cards," barricaded in his home with automatic
weapons, explosives and 17 children as the ultimate shield, said FBI spokesman
Bob Ricks. "He has an agenda that the Seven Seals [of the biblical apocalypse]
are slowly being opened," that he holds the key to their disclosure, and that
nobody comes out until he and God are good and ready.

"None of this has been normal," Ricks said.

One month into the standoff, it is becoming clear just how abnormal the
situation has been, beginning with the plans laid by the Bureau of Alcohol
Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) to arrest Koresh, 33, on illegal weapons charges and
search the compound of his Branch Davidian group for firearms, explosives and a
suspected methamphetamine lab.

Although ATF planned down to the second how it would deploy the nearly 100
armed agents who descended on the complex Feb. 28, some internal critics say the
agency failed to take adequate precautions to ensure the raid's secrecy, or
respond to signs that its security had been breached, according to local and ATF
sources. ATF officials say their precautions were adequate.

ATF special operations teams began practicing the raid at a "mock city" at
the Army's nearby Fort Hood on Feb. 25, their tactical plan refined with help
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from military special forces advisers.

By the time of the raid, Koresh and his followers appeared to have been
alerted.

ATF sources acknowledge trying to get the local newspaper to delay
publication of a series of articles on Koresh's group, signaling that some sort
of action was impending. An investigation by the Texas Rangers has pinpointed
calls from the paper to the Davidian compound the day of the raid. The paper
denies that any of its employees informed Koresh.

An ATF agent has sued the newspaper, the Waco Tribune-Herald, alleging that
the. presence of reporters tipped off Koresh.

The Rangers also are investigating whether a television reporter visited the
complex the morning of the assault. ATF agents said they are investigating
whether a Davidian, a mailman on his way to the compound that morning, talked to
a reporter stationed about three-quarters of a mile from the complex. The
mailman is believed now to be inside the compound.

In addition, at least one agent at the staging area raised concerns that
Koresh knew the raid was coming, ATF sources said. Other ATF officials said the
statement suggested Koresh's suspicions but not that he knew a raid was
imminent. An agency source also said Koresh routinely used computers to monitor
federal raids around the country, in apparent anticipation that someday he would
be next.

The agency pressed ahead, convinced its well-rehearsed, and well-reviewed,
strategy would take Koresh by surprise.

The Davidians apparently were ready, and met the squad of ATF agents with a
fusillade that killed four agents, wounded 16 and forced down three helicopters,
said David Troy, ATF head of intelligence.

The helicopters were hit early in the operation, and may have helped alert
cult members, according to ATF sources who have privately questioned whether the
raid should have been halted then.

Troy said such theories are wrong, and in either case the operation had to
continue or agents would have been trapped under fire in the cattle trucks that
were used to bring them to the compound.

Also, some supporting ATF agents complained they were not briefed until late
in the planning and thought they might have been able to help the SWAT teams had
they been better prepared. Troy said all agents were well-briefed about their
roles.

But not all the possible problems involved planning and execution of the
assault.

Interviews with cult experts suggest that the agency underestimated Koresh's

group, which is without exact parallel among the thousands of religious,
political, psychological and other cultic organizations in the country.
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Cult experts say there never before has been a combination of cult
psychology, firepower and apocalyptic theology wrapped together as coherently
and explosively as it has been with Koresh. The group is not only heavily
armed, with automatic weapons, an estimated 200 grenades and maybe other
explosives; members believe themselves to be the shock troops of the apocalypse.
They believe their use of force is biblically determined, and the raid by
federal officials is a fulfillment of Koresh's prophecy. For them to give up
would be to deny what they have spent years preparing for and believing.

"There has been nothing like this," said Richard Ofshe, a professor of
sociology at the University of California at Berkeley who helped uncover the
Synanon cult in the 1970s. '

nKoresh's future involves two and only two paths. He stays in the compound
and continues to be important. Or he gives up and gets arrested and spends the
rest of his life in prison."

Meanwhile, the waiting continues, without any hint when the Davidians will
come out, how long their stockpile of food and water will last, whether a
peaceful surrender can be negotiated, or when federal authorities might run out
of patience and invade.

Most of the 14 adults who have left the compound are being held without
charges as material witnesses, though one, Kathryn Schroeder, has been formally
accused of conspiracy to murder federal agents.

If anything, events continue to turn more bizarre as Koresh holds hundreds of
law enforcement agents and an international press corps in orbit around him.

FBI agents run to astrological charts, and debate what songs might most annoy
Koresh, formerly Vernon Wayne Howell. Reporters rifle the Bible for clues. Frail
old ladies -- "cult members" -- get led around the courthouse in shackles, while
other followers say Koresh is angling for a debate with the pope, Billy Graham
and Pat Robertson.

After all that, one person -- possibly two -- sneaked by snipers this week to
get into the compound, which 21 children and 14 adults have left with the
assistance of federal negotiators.

So far it appears that the FBI has failed to crack the leader's logic, or
make much of a dent in his following.

If FBI exegetes are correct, the Koreshian clock is ticking at about Seal 5
right now: "I saw . . . the souls of them that were slain for the word of God."

Staff writer Pierre Thomas in Washington contributed to this report.
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bombing of a federal building in Oldahoma

ITWAS probablymevnable thatthetragc :
thwwldgﬁhnkedtothedkastrwsﬁre.

attheBrandn
knows by now, occurred ex-

".. as most everyone

. actlytwoywsapaxt.axﬂthepmmpalmspea.f
~ <-in the Oklahoma bombing not only visited Waco -
'»‘.-':Imt:skmwntolnvebemmﬂyangemdby,‘
.~ -7 what he saw there, .. i
"‘clmkwasmnforoedwhen.aslmnume :
"-~aqusuonm“60Milmta'thatswghttomply

" = the events of Waco coatributed to or even justi-
.. fied what happened in Oklahoma. His reply was .

- short and direct as he challenged the temerity
- of anyone who ,would suggest that. Waco --
That such a -
* question could even be asked shows how deeply -
’ -W some d the Waco myths have be- Koresh had told a social services worker from
N Asthefoxmercﬁmdorofﬂxe&muombo--'
hol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF), I have per-:-
mﬂymwueduxyslmeofsunﬂaﬂyposed‘~
. qum And T continue to be surprised— -
: evenaﬁetﬁvesetsofcongrmal
" and extensive government reviews—at how .
- ymuch misinformation still persists about the:" ..
" -everits surrounding Waco. It’s probably evi- .

the tragic bombing.
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subsequent re-
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. dlindly accept my acoounting of the events sur-
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that - reasonable
‘peoole will realize there are at leact twn cidee tn

compound. The events, -

President Clinton was asked ' -

- judge in Febmary 1993. So conspuacy theo-'

" rists had best include the local sheriff’s office
and UPS as part of the collusion. :

. served by ATF officials, the Waco Tribune-

Herald began a series of articles on the Davi- "
dians, detailing the potential danger the group-

- represented ‘to the community as well as,
_somewhat .ironically, the failure of local law
-enforcement agencies in addressing the

- threat. (The conspiracy now would have to in- -

clude the local newspaper publisher!) .

- - There are those who argue that the Davi-
: d:ans were a peaceful, law-abiding people who
- at worst may have merely been violating fed-
eral firearms laws in building their arsenal of
automatic weapons and explosives. But those
-to ignore firearms violations should consider

-the potential consequences of such a policy.
They should recall that-Davidian leader David

the Texas Department of Human Services
that the world was coming to an end and that
the riots in Los Angeles would pale in compar-
ison to what was going to happen in Waco.-

Koresh had in mind, during the later

-compound, according to the Justice Depart-
.ment report, indicating he may have been
* planning some type of operation to blow up

- the dam at Lake Waco. A former resident of -

the compound later told government officials,
again according to Justice, that Koresh wanted
- to force an armed confrontation with ATF and
reportedly at one point considered opening

On the day before the warrants were”

who would so easily counsel the government

hile it was never clear precisely what.

" standoff he sent a letter out of the

they shot and killed four ATF agents and
wounded numerous others on Feb. 28, 1993— -
the morning of the raid. While there have been ..
some allegations that the agents were in fact

killed inadvertently when other ATF officers
opened fire, the Treasury report found this was
not the case. Only one agent inside the com-
pound may have been wounded by friendly fire,
but even this was never clearly proven. Yet

what possible excuse could there have been for -
the Davidians even taking up arms—let alone -
_ using them—upon learning inadvertently from
a'l'meexanmthatA’l‘Fagentswereon :

their way to serve warrants?

The law requires that when served a war- '

rant, we comply with that warrant and let the
jud:aal system determine our ultimate guilt or

innocence. Had the Davidians done so, there -

would have been no subsequent loss of life on
either side. .
Instead, they armed themselves with auto-

_matic firearms, grenades and a semi-automat-- .
ic .50 caliber rifle, opening fire when the .
agents arrived. To those who insist that ATF -~ -
fired first, the Treasury report concluded it .

- was the Davidians who had done so, and the

Texas Ranger interviews of the only impartial

‘observers who were there that morning—the

media—all support the fact that it was the
Davidians who opened fire. In fact, several

witnesses reported agents being fired on even -

before they could exit the trucks.

As for those who insist ATF should have

simply driven up to the compound and politely

" asked to conduct a search without displaying

any firearms, | refer them again to the Trea-

sury report, which said it best by claiming .
" such an anornach wauld have heen “fanthardy

‘oontendhgthattheyarenotsmecuothe'-
laws that bind this country, we allow these’ .
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'eeedsthexrelatxvenumbers. .

ith all that has transpired, whatwilli

another round of hearings tell us?
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another Waco hearing might
tragedies like Oklahoma City, If that were true, I

- would not hesitate to condone them. .
Realistically, however, I find it hard to befieve -
aoboodot baﬁm mw‘:}awnmg;"i
a
truly care about Waco other than to possibly use it -+
as an excuse for their behavior, What rational con- -

innocent people by

nection can there be between the event on April”
19, 1993, in Waco—where an independent review -
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" again according to Justice, that Koresh wanted .

- they shot and killed four ATF agents and

wounded numerous others on Feb. 28, 1993—
themonungofthermd.Whiletherelnvebeen
some allegations that the agents were in fact
killed inadvertently when other ATF officers
opened fire, the Treasury report found this was
not the case. Only one agent inside the com-
pound may have been wounded by friendly fire,
but even this was never clearly proven. Yet
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rant, we comply with that warrant and let the
]’lldlClal system determine our ultimate guilt or
innocence. Had the Davidians done so, there
would have been no subsequent loss of life on

‘either side.

Instead, they armed themselves with auto-
matic firearms, grenades and a semi-automat-

"ic .50 caliber rifle, opening fire when the

agents arrived. To those who insist that ATF
fired first, the Treasury report concluded it

-was the Davidians who had done so, and the

Texas Ranger interviews of the only impartial
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media—all support the fact that it was the
Davidians who opened fire. In fact, several
witnesses reported agents being fired on even

_before they could exit the'trucks,

As for those who insist ATF should have
simply driven up to the compound and politely
asked to conduct a search without displaying
any firearms, I refer them again to the Trea-
sury report, which said it best by claiming’
such an approach would have been “foolhardy

“ contending that they are not subject to the -

laws that bind this country, we allow these

groups to pose a serious threat that far ex- .

ceeds their relative numbers.

ith all that has transpired, what will
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