
AIRCRAFT 

15 A-6 ' A-7 Coral Sea ' America Carrier 
Battle Groups 

18 F-lllF RAF Lakenheath 

3 EF-lll RAF Upper Hayford 

12 KC-10 RAF Mildenhall 
g KC-135 • • 

5 KC-10 RAF Fairford 
4 KC-135 • • 



LIBYA AIRSTRIKES - 14 APRIL 1986 

MUNITIONS EXPENDED 

F-111F strike aircraft: 

2000-pound laser-quided bombs 

500-pound hiqh draq, qravity bombs 

A-6E strike aircraft: 

500-pound qravity bombs 

750-pound qravity bombs 

A-7 and F/A-18 SAM suppression aircraft: 

HARM missiles 

SHRIKE missiles 



U.S. OPERATIONS AGAINST LIBYA - APRIL 14, 1986 

Data on Aircraft Aborts 

KC-10/KC-135 Tanker Support Aircraft 

No aborts 

EF-111 ECM Aircraft 

No aborts 

A-7 and F/A-18 SAM Suppression Aircraft 

No aborts 

F-lllF Strike Aircraft 

Five aborts* 

3 - systems degradation 

2 - cause not reported 

A-6E Strike Aircraft 

Two aborts* 

- cause not reported 

(*NOTE: Pilots were directed in advance to abort if any 
system was not working properly before they 
reached their assigned target areas.) 



14 APRIL 1986 

12:13 p.m. EST 

12r36 p.m. 

5:45-6:15 p.m. 

5r20-6:20 p.m. 

6:54 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

7:06-7:11 p.m. 

7:13 p.m. 

7:15 p.m. 

7:46 p.m. 

7:53 p.m. 

8:14 p.m. 

10:16 p.m. 

llr24 p.m. 

15 APRIL 

3rl0 a.m. 

10:00 p.m. 

16 APRIL 

5:01 p.m. 

CHRONOLOGY 

US O!'F:l".ATIONS AGAINST LIBYA ----

28 KC-10/KC-135 commenced departure from RAF 
Fairford and ~ Mildenhall. 

I 

24 F-llls commenced departure from RAF Lakenheath 
and 5 EF-llls sortied from RAF Heyford. Four silent 
refuelings conducted enroute the target area. 

NOTE: The above totals inclu1e spare aircraft. 

USS AMERICA launched 6 A-6E strike and 6 A-7 strike 
support aircraft, 

USS CORAL SEA launched 8 A-6E strike and 6 F/A-18 
strike support aircraft. 

Commenced ECM with EF-llls and S~ supression with 
A-7s and F/A-18s. 

Commenced simultaneous attacks on BENINA AIRFIELD anc 
the BENGHAZI MILITARY BARRACKS with 12 A-6Es and 
the AZIZIYAH BARRACKS-Tripoli and the SIDI BILAL 
TERRORIST TRAINING CAMP with 8 F-llls. 

5 F-llls conducted an attack on the TRIPOLI 
MILITARY AIRPORT, the final target. 

All Navy strike aircraft confirmed "feet wet" (i.e. 
over the ocean, away from the libyan land mass) Unabl 
to confirm all USAF aircraft "feet wet". 

SAR Forces alerted to search for a possible missing 
aircraft, 

CORAL SEA strike aircraft back on deck. 

AMERICA strike and primary support aircraft back on 
deck. 

First return refueling confirms 1 F-111 missing. 

1 F-111 returning to UK diverted to Rota, Spain 
with over-heated engine. 

Diverted F-111 reported safe on deck at Rota. 

All aircraft (less the 1 F-111 reported missing and 
the diverted F-111 in Rota) reported safe on deck in 
the UK. 

SAR effort terminated. Negative result. 

F-111 which had diverted to Spain returned to RAF 



. " . 

U.S. OPERATIONS AGAINST LIBYA - APRIL 14, 1986 

AIRCRAFT STATISTICS 

USAF Tanker Support Aircraft 

28 KC-lOs and KC-l3Ss, launched from RAF Fairford and 
RAF Mildenhall. (The original plan had called for 
30 but only 28 were needed and only 28 were used.) 

USAF ECM Aircraft 

S EF-llls, launched from RAF Heyford. (Only three of 
these took part in the attack: one returned to 
Great Britain with the F-lllF airborne spares citen 
below, an1 the other was held in reserve for use if 
needed.) 

!!.§.~<: -~1;-.~~~e Airc:_r.,!ll 

24 F-lllFs, launched from RAF Lakenheath. (Six of these 
were airborne sp'!l.t'P..; \'lhich rP.turned to base as 
planned, after their initial refueling. The other 
18 continued on: 13 of these attacked targets as 
designated in the attached chronology and 5 aborted.) 

USN Strike Aircraft 

14 A-6Es, launched from the USS 
and CORAL SEA (8 aircraft). 
targets as designated in the 
two aborted.) 

AMERICA (6 aircrat't) 
(TI.Ielv.e of tho!t!P. attacked 
attached chronology and 

USN SAM (Surface-to-Air Missile) Suppression Aircraft 

12 A-7s and F/A-18s, launched from the USS AMERICA 
(6 A-7s) and USS CORAL SEA (6 F/A-18s). (All of these 
attacked targets a9 designated in the attached 
chronology. ) 



WORKING PAPER 
DESTROY WHEN NO LONGER NEEDED 

(REV 161600) 

Talking Paper for the Chairman, JCS, for Information 

I. SUBJECT: US Operations Against Libya 

A. CriRONOLOGY (EST) 

14 APRIL 

- 1213 

- 1236 

- 1745-1815 

- 1750-1820 

- 1854 

- 1900 

- 1906-1911 

- 1913 

- 1915 

- 2146 

- 2153 

- 2014 

- 2216 

- 2324 

15 APRIL 

- 0310 

- 2200 

28 KC-10/KC-135 commenced departure from RAF 
Fairford and RAF Mildenhall. 

24 F-llls commenced departure from RAF Lakenheath 
and 5 EF-llls sortied from RAF Heyford. Four silent 
refueling& conducted enroute the target area. 

NOTE: The above totals (28 and 24) include spare 
a/c. 

USS AMERICA launched 6 A-6E and strike support 
a/c. 

uss CORAL SEA launched 8 A-oE strike a/c. 

Commenced ECM/SAM supresaion. 

Commenced simultaneous attacks on BENINA AIRFIELD, 
the BENGHAZI MILITARY BARRACKS with 12 A-6Ea and 
the AZIZIYAH BARRACKS-Tripoli and the SIDI BILAL 
TERRORIST TRAINING CAMP with 8 P-llls. 

5 F-llla conducted an attack on the TRIPOLI 
MILITARY AIRPORT, the final target. 

All Navy strike a/c confirmed feet wet. Unable to 
confirm all USAF a/c feet wet. 

SAR to 
search for a posa 

CORAL SEA strike a/c back on deck. 

AMERICA strike and primary support a/c back on deck 

Firat return refueling confirms 1 F-111 missing. 

1 F-111 returning to UK diverted to Rota, Spain 
with over-heated engine.RTB Lakenheath 161501 EST 

Diverted F-111 safe on deck at Rota. 

All a/c (less the 1 F-111 reported missing and the 
diverted F-111 in Rota) safe on deck in the UK. 

SAR effort terminated. Negative results. 



,-- .... 

B. TARGET INFORMATION 

BENINA AIRFIELD. 

- TOT: 141900. 

- Strike Information. 

8 aircraft launched from USS CORAL SEA 141750 
( 9 planned) , 

6 ar.ved at target (5 wi 
with MK-82 each (500LB 

(APAM) each) and 1. 

\ 

-- 2 aircraft aborted - reasons unknown. 

- Damage reports. 

1 F-27 (Friendship) destroyed. 

1 MIG-23 (Flogger) destroyed. 

5 MIG-23 (Flogger) probably destroyed. 

20 bomb craters on apron. 

2 M-8 (Hip) helicopters destroyed. 

1 M-8 (Hip) nelicopter possibly destroyed. 

Numerous buildings with small holes in sides and roof. 

12 "burn marks" indicating that 12 additional MIG-23s 
(Flogger) were destroyed and subsequently removed. Two 
pieces of heavy lift equipment were in evidence. 

BENGHAZI MILITARY BARRACKS. 

- TO'r: 141900. 

- 6 A-6Es launched from USS AMERICA at 141745 wi 
(500LB General Purpose Bomb) each. 

- All aircraft on target. 

- No aborts. 

- Damage assessment. 

Large storage building destroyed. 

some MIG-23 (Flogger) shipping crates destroyed. 

INTERNAL STAFF PAPER 
RELEASE COVERED BY 
.T(""~ MriD 1 1:'1 

Mk-82s 



AZIZIYAH BARRACKS, TRIPOLI. 

- TO'r: 141900. 

- Strike information. 

9 aircraft launched from Lakenheath at 141236. 

5 arrived ~t· target with.BU-lO's (2000LB Laser 
Guided Bomb) each. 

3 aircraft on target. 

1 aircraft dropped long. 

1 aircraft missing, crew remains in HIA status. 

4 aircraft aborted. 

2 aborts for systems degradation. 

1 abort prior to last refueling. 

1 abort after last refueling. 

Damage reports. 

Heavy damage to roof and ftont of headquarters 
building. 

At least 14 craters in area. 

Building across from French Embassy damaged. 

No observable damage to French Embassy. 

Battalion headquarters damaged. 

SIDI BILAL. 

- TOT: 141900. 

- Strike information. 

3 F-111s withiiiGBU-lOs (2000LB Laser Guided Bomb) each 
launched from~kenheath at 141236. 

All aircraft on target. 

No aborts. 

Damage Assessment. 

--- 3 buildings (Naval Academy) damaged. 

INTERNAL STAFF PAPER 
RELEASE COVERED BY 
JCS MOP 39 
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TRIPOLI MILITARY AIRFIELD. 

- TOT: 141906 - 141911. 

- Strike information. 

6 F-llls launched from Lakenhe~th at 141236. 

5 arrived at target with411JBsU-49s (500LB high drag 
bombs) each. 

-- l acft aborted for loss of terrain following radar. 

-Damage reports (preliminary). 

All bombs on target. 

At least 3 to 5 probable IL-76 aircraft destroyed. 

C. MISCELLANEOUS I~FORMATIO~. 

- Suppre~sion of .en~my air defense (SEAO). 

~(High-Speed Anti-Radiation 

--- Tripoli targets:.~ .. --- Benina targets: 

SHRIKE .. 

Tripoli targets: 4IIJ 
Ben ina targets: • 

- LIBYAN SCUD FIRING. 

Missile) 

At 151034, Libyans apparently fired 2 SCUD missiles at 
Lampedusa island (south of Sicily). 

Island is the location of a long range area navigation 
(LORAN) station operated by approximately 35 US Coast 
Guard personnel. 

Evacuation of 30 USCG personnel is complete with a 
skeleton crew of 5 USCG personnel remaining. 

INTERNAL STAFF PAPER 
RELEASE COVERED BY 
JCS MOP 1Q 
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D. FORCES 

- USS CORAL SEA CVBG. 

USS CORAL SEA (CV). 

USS BIDDLE (CG). 

USS DE WERT (FFG). 

USS WILLIAMS (FFG). 

USS J.L. BRO\iN (FF). 

USS CAPADANO (FF). 

CARRIER AIR WING 13. 

- USS AMERICA CVBG. 

uss A.'lfERICA ( CV). 

uss TICONDEROGA (CG/AEGIS). 

-- uss DALE (CG). 

uss FARRAGUT (DOG). 

uss KING (DOG). 

uss HALYBURTOH ( FFG) • 

uss ALYWIN (FF). 

uss PHARRIS (FF). 

uss VREELAND ( FF) • 

uss PETERSON (DO). 

CARRIER AIR WING 1. 

-48th TAC Fighter Wing (Lakenheath). 

-- F-111 (24). 

- 20th TAC Fighter Wing (Upper Heyford). 

-- EP-111 (5). 

-Tanker Task Force (Fairford/Mi1denha11). 

KC-10 (19). 

-- KC-135 (9). 

E. PERSONNEL IDENTIFICATION 

- PILOT: CAPT. FERNANDO L. RIBAS-OOMIHICCI 
- WEAPONS OFFICER: CAPT. PAUL F. LORENCE 
- NOK notified by USAF. 

APPROVED BY DIRECTOR, J-3 

DIRECTOR, JOINT STAFF 

Prepared by-;::~. 
. . .. 
. . .... ,. ;.~ 

) . .;.; 

....:......- ·---------
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RELEASE COVERED BY 
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OJCS SUMMARY SHEET 
TO: 

MUXWAL 

ELDORADO CANYON Strike Forces (U) 

........ 
1. Attached is a listing of all forces participating in Operation ELDORADO 
CANYON. 

2. This information is provided in response to OPG tasking serial 005. 

a/s 

Unclassified without attachments 
~.-. 

.· . :- . 
'· 

..... 
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STRIKE FORCES 

U. S. NAVY: 

USS CORAL SEA - NORFOLK, VA 

USS BIDDLE (CG-34) 
USS DE WERT (FFG-45) 
USS WILLIAMS (FFG-24) 
USS J.L. BROWN (FF-1089) 
USS CAPADANO (FF-1093) 

USS AMERICA - NORFOLK, VA 

USS TICONDEROGA(CG-47 AEGIS) 
USS DALE (CG-19) 
USS FARRAGUT ( DDG-3 7) 
USS KING (DDG-41) 
USS HALYBURTON (FFG-40) 
USS ALYWIN (FF-1081) 
USS PHARRIS (FF-1094) 
USS VREELAND (FF-1068) 
USS PETERSON .CDD-969) 

CARRIER AIR WING - 13 

F/A-18 VFA 131/132 VMFA 314/323 
A-6E VA 55 
KA-6D 
E-2C VAN 127 
EA-6B VAQ 135 
SH-3 HS-17 

CARRIER AIR WING - 1 

F-14 VF 102/33 
A-7 VA 46/47 
A-6E VA 34 
KA-6D 
E-2C VAN 123 
EA-6B VMAQ 2 
s-3A vs 11 
SH-3 HS 32 

U. S. AIR FORCE: 3RD AP IN USAFE 

UNIT HOME BASE 

F-111 48 TAC FTR WING RAF LAKENHEATH 

EF-111 20 TAC FTR WING RAF UPPER HEYFORD 
' 

KC-10 STRATEGIC AIR COMMAND -
& (EUROPEAN TANKER TASK FORCE~ 

KC-135 

LAUNCH BASES 

RAF LAKENHEATH 

RAF UPPER HEYFOR! 

RAF FAIRFORD 
& 

RAF MILDENHALL 
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OJCS SUMMARY SHEET ' 
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15 April Libyan Action •alii --
RIIIIAIIKS 

1. The attached proposed Talking Paper was prepared to provide a su-ary 
of the JCS SITREPs for use by CJCS for information. 

2. Request approval and signature on attached proposed Talking Paper. 
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WORKING PAPER 
DEST~OY WHEd NO LONGER NEEDED 

Tal~ing Pdper for the Chairman, JCS, for Information 

I. SUBJECT: 14 April US Strike Against Libya 

A. Forces: 

- USS CORAL SEA CVBG. 

USS CORAL SEA (CV). 

USS BIDDLE (CG). 

USS DE WERT (FFG). 

USS WILLIAMS (FFG). 

USS J.L. BROWN (FF). 

USS CAPADANO ( FF) • 

CARRIER AIR WING lJ. 

- USS AMERICA CVBG. 

uss AMERICA (CV). 

uss TICONDEROGA (CG/AEGIS). 

uss DALE (CG). 

uss FARRAGUT (DOG) • 

uss KING (DOG). 

uss KALYBURTON (FFG). 

uss ALYWIN (FF). 

uss PHARRIS (FF). 

USS VREELAND (FF). 

USS PETERSON ( DD) • 

CARRIER AIR WING 1. 

- 48th TAC Fighter Wing (Lakenheath). 

-- F-111 (24). 

-20th TAC Fighter Wing (Upper Heyford). 

-- EF-111 ( 5) • 

-Tanker Task Force (Fairford/Mi1denha11). 

KC-10 (20) includes SR-71 support. 

KC-135 (22) includes SR-71 support. 
f:-

r 
. f, 

._;::f:~-. 
·-::· 

--~-. 
.,;: 

. :;--.-. 
_:,-~ ·. - -·----··. -~.:. :.~....:..- __ } 
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B. Launch times. 

- USAF: 141236. 

- USS CORAL SEA (CVW-13): 141750. 

- USS AMERICA (CVW-1): 141745. 

c. Tripoli Military Airfield. 

- TOT: 141906 - 141911. 

- Strike information. 

6 F-11ls launched 141236. 

5 arrived at target. with~SU-49s (SOOLB high drag 
bombs) each. 

-- 1 acft aborted for loss of terrain following radar. 

-Damage reports (preliminary). 

All bombs on target. 

At least 3 to 5 probable IL-76 aircraft destroyed. 

Facility damage: To be determined. Heavy cloud cover 
precludes further damage assessment. 

o. Benina Airfield. 

- TOT: 141900. 

- Strike Information. 

8 aircraft launched from USS CORAL SEA 141750 
( 9 planned) , 

6 arr~d at target (5 withlllrcau-59 (APAM) each) and 1 
withtiiJMK-82 each (500LB G~mbs). 

-- 2 aircraft aborted - reasons unknown. 

- Damage reports. 

1 F-27 (Friendship) destroyed. 

1 MIG-23 (Flogger) destroyed. 

5 MIG-23 (Flogger) probably destroyed. 
2 



20 bomb craters on apron. 

2 M-8 (Hip) helicopters destroyed. 

1 M-8 (Hipl.helicopter' possibly destroyed. 

Numerous buildings with small holes in sides and roof. 

12 "burn marks" indicating that 12 additional MIG-23s 
(Flogger) were destroyed and subsequently removed. Two 
pieces of heavy lift equipment were in evidence. 

E. Aziziyah Barracks, Tripoli. 

- TOT: 141900. 

- Strike information. 

9 aircraft launched from Lakenheath at 141236. 

5 arrived at target withJIIGau-lO's (2000LB Laser Guided 
Bomb) each. 

3 aircraft on target. 

1 aircraft dropped long. 

1 aircraft missing, crew remains in MIA status. 

4 aircraft aborted. 

2 aborts for systems degradation. 

1 a~rt prior to last refueling. 

1 abort after· last refueling. 

Damage reports (preliminary). 

Heavy damage to roof and front of headquarters 
building. 

At least 14 craters in area. 

Building across from French Embassy damaged. 

--- No observable damage to French Embassy. 

Battalion headquarters damaged. 

3 



F. Benghazi Military Barracks. 

- TOT: 141900. 

- 6 A-6Es launched from USS AMERICA at 141745 with 16 Mk-82s 
(SOOLB General Purpose Bomb) each. 

- All aircraft on target. 

- No aoorts. 

-Damage assessment (preliminary). 

Large storage building destroyed. 

Some MlG-23 (Flogger) shipping crates destroyed. 

G. Sidi Bilal. 

- TOT: 141900. 

- Strike information. 

3 F-llls with~BU-lOs (200vLa Laser Guided Bomb) each 
launched from Lakenheath at 141236. 

All aircraft at target. 

No aborts. 

Damage Assessment (preliminary). 

--- 3 buildings (Navl\1 Academy) damaged. 
·'• 

H. Miscellaneous information. 

-Suppression of enemy air defense (SEAD). 

HARM .. 
Tripoli targets; ~ 

--- Benina targets:'lllt 

SHRIKE-

Tripoli targets: Jill 
Benina targets: Ill 

4 



- Recovery. 

:1'-'lll diverted to Rota_. SP, for mechanical problems. It 
was escorted by 4n additional F-111. The escort rejoined 
the tanker dnd returned to Lakenheath. The divert 
4ircraft is in a hangar awaiting repair. 

150310: USAF aircraft completed recovery. 

- SAR. 

Terminated 151745. 

Forces: ' -:. ; .. ·· : ·::~:~: 
--~.-......... . 

··-::--:; .:·. 
. ... ··. ' . ~ 

·, 
·t:.'•·. 
-~. 

- Libyan SCUD firing. 

At 151034, Libyans apparently fired 2 SCUD missiles at 
Lampedusa island (south of Sicily). 

Island is the location of a long range area navigation 
(LORAN) station operated by approximately 35 US Coast 
Guard personnel. 

Evacuation of 30 USCG personnel is complete with a 
skeleton crew of 5 USCG personnel remaining. 

APPROVED BY DIRECTOR, J-3 

DIRECTOR, JOINT STAFF 

Prepared 

5 
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JCS WASHINGTON DCIICJCS/1 

USCINCEUR V~IHINGEN G£ 

CINCUSAFE RAMSTEIN AB GE 

CINCUSNAVEUR LONDON UK 

CINCSAC OFFUTT AFB NE 

COMSIXTHFLT 

CTF SIX ZERO 

CTG SIX ZERO ~T TWO 

3AF RAF MILDENHALL UK//CC// 

20 TFW RAF UPPER HEYFORD UK//CC// 

7 AD RAMSTEIN AB GEI/CCII 

~a TFW RAF LAKENHEATH UK//CC// 

US:S: AMERICA 

US:S: CORAL S:EA 

30b S:TRAT WING RAF MILDENHALL UK/ICC/I 

COMCARAIRWING ONE 

COMCARAIRWING THIRTEEN 

ll STRAT GP RAF FAIRFORD UK/ICC/I 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
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!UFO C~~ UA~HI~GTON DC 
.· 

CNO WASHINGtON DC 
, CSAF WASHINGTON DC 

CMC WASHJNGTON DC 

UN:LAS 

SUBJ: WELL DONE 

ON BEHALF OF THE PRESIDENT. CONGRATULATIONS ON A SUPERB JOB IN THE 

US SELF-DEFENSE ACTIONS AGAINST LIBYA. THE PLANNING AND EXECUTION 

OF THIS OPERATION WERE EXEMPLARY. DEMONSTRATING FIRM AMERICAN 

RESOLVE TO RETALIATE AGAINST ANY ACT OF TERRORISM. EACH OF YOU 

SHOULD BE JUSTIFIABLY PROUD OF YOUR INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTION. YOUR 

EFFORTS HAVE SUCCESSFULLY IMPLEMENTED AMERICAN POLICY TO COUNTER 

TERRORISM• AND THE NATION IS PROUD. MAY I ADD MY PERSONAL THAN~S TO 

THOSE OF THE PRESIDENT FOR A SUCCESSFUL OPERATION AND A JOB WELL 

DONE. WARMEST REGARDS• ADMIRAL WILLIAM J. CROWE• JR •• CHAIRMAN• 

JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF. 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
J~S MESSAGE CENTER 

IMMEDIATE ZYUW RUEKJCSD645 D272135 
0 272135Z JAN 86 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC//J3// 
TO USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE//ECJ3// 
INFO Cl UR LONDON UK 

(U) 

tltltttiMEDIATE DELIVERY REQUIAEOtttttttttttt 

ACTION J -JOD CODEWORD OFFICER I (M) 
INfO DIRECTOR J-3 1 DIRECTOR JOINT STAFF (I) 

NMCC DEP D I R OPS (I) CJCS CODEWORD OfFICER (2) 

lilo1CN•8602'"/0~1 14 l./il0~•8602.,t35Z r.&o•96027/213BZ 

(o 

- J5 COPY NUMBEA--------

COSN•II<AK808 

1. 
*;· Jr 

.. ,f,l ..--:. 

PAGE 1 OF t 
272135Z ,JAH 86 
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SF 

FLASH 
Z 0700I7Z JAN 86 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC//J3// 
TO USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE//ECJ3// 
INFO USNMR SHAPE BE 

• lA 

ZYUW RUEKJCS5~78 0070017 

CINCUSNAVEUR LONDON UK 

TASKING (U) 

2. ~ WE HAVE BEEN TASKED BY THE NCA TO CONDUCT ADDITIONAL 
PLANNING IN CONJUNCTION WITH REF. ACCORDINGLY, AS AN ADDITIONAL 
MISSION PARA 4, REF, CONDUCT DETAILED PLANNING AND BE PREPARED 
TO CONDUCT FREEDOM OF NAVIGATION OPERATIONS (AIR AND SURFACE) IN THE 
GULF.-~l S I ORA SOUTH OF }2-30N. 
3. ~FOR PLANNING PURPOSES, ASSUME THE ADDITIONAL FORCE TO BE 
UTILIZE~ IS THE SARATOGA CVBG. 
~. ~~EQUEST NOT LATER THAN 09I~OOZ JAN 86, CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS 
INCLUDING TIME LINE TO EXECUTE ONCE THE SARATOGA CVBG ENTERS THE 

.SED, WITH DETAILEZ:fLANNING TO FOLLOW. OPSEC IS PARAMOUNT. 

DECL OADR BT 

,. 

IIIIIIIIMEOIATE DELIVERY REQUIREOIIIIIIIIIIII 

I 

• ctlSN"MliC101' 
PoAGE 1 Of 1 
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1111\EDIATE 
0 120044Z JAN 86 ZFF4 
fl\ JCS WASHINGTON DC//CJCS// 
TO USNI\R SHAPE BE 

DEPART~ENT OF DEFENSE 
JCS ~ESSAGE CENTER 
•+•EXCLUSIVE+++ 

ZYUW RUEKJCS6838 0120044 

USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE 

~ I.~ TO FULLY ADDRESS ALL OPTIONS FOR A FREEDOII OF NAVIGATION 
tHALLENGE OF LIBYAN CLAIIIS, REQUEST SOONEST YOUR RISK AND 
FEASIBILITY ASSESSIIENTS OF: A) OPERATIONS IN THE FIR AND B) LIIIITED 
OPERATIONS, DAY AND NIGHT, SOUTH OF 3230 NORTH USING ONLY TWO CVBGS 
FOR EITHER. 

~ •• ~ADDITIONALLY, YOU SHOULD BE PREPARED TO CONDUCT STRIKES 
AGAINST THE FIRST FOUR PRIORITY TARGETS PLANNED UNDER PRAIRIE FIRE 
NOT LATER THAN 48 HOURS AFTER RECEIPT OF AN EXECUTE ORDER. 

iARI\EST REGARDS .. 

lllll!lECL OADR BT 

111111011\1\EDIATE DELIVERY REQUIREOIIIIIIIIltll 

ACTION TERII SVC(I) CJCS CODEWORD OFFICER(2) (II.C) 
INFO DIRECTOR J-3 (I} DIRECTOR JOINT STAFF (I) 

J3-JOD CODEWORD OFFICER (15) NIICC DEP DIR OPS (I) 

X r--
eaP.., NUMBE~-L ____ -

TAD•B60t2/0055Z COSPrf•MAK!4~ 

"' f' -.- - ''• '·~ ~ ' 
• -- • - - -~ ,. "' ••b -. 

PAGE 1 OF t 
1200.•z ..JAN 16 



I MEDIATE 
0 121428Z JAN 86 F" JCS WASHINGTON DCI/J-3// 
TO CJNCSAC OFFUTT Afl NE 

. 

ZYUW RUEKJCS6864 0121428 

USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE 

---··· BE ADVI WAS TASKED TO BE PREPARED TO 
CONDUCT STRIKES AGAINST THE FIRST FOUR PRIORITY TARGETS PLANNED 
UNDER PRAIRIE FIRE NOT LATER THAN 48 HOURS AFTER RECEIPT OF AN 

ER. 

----
·'~ .. 

~-, 

(I\ • C) 

PAGE , OF 1 
12142BZ ~o<~&N 86 



FLASH 
Z 220143Z JAN 86 ZFF4 
FM JCS WASHINGTON OC//CJCS// 

,TO USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE 
INFO USNMR SHAPE BE 

OEP&RTlJ! OEFEI'<St 
JCS ~ESSAGE CENTER 
•••EXCLUSIVE+++ 

ZYUW RUEKJCS9237 0220143 

CINCUSNAVEUR LONDON UK 

.... 
: AIN DOCU~ENT--ROE CLARIFICATION~ 

REF: USCINCEUR 191935Z JAN 86 
~ I.~ REF ~SG MOST APRECIATED AND WAS VERY HELPFUL TO SECOEF AND 

JCS AS THE DECISION CONCERNING EXECUTION APPROACHES. 
~ 2.~ IN ORDER TO INSURE WE HAVE PROVIDED YOU EVERYTHING YOU NEED 

ON ROE REQUEST ADDITIONAL DETAILS ON FOLLOWING: 
~A. ~ WHICH SUPPLE~ENTAL ROE, IF ANY, ARE DESIRED FOR PRESENCE 

OPS (SURFACE CO~BATANTS AND AIR) IN THE FIR NORTH OF 32-30N. 
~B. ~WHICH SUPPLE~ENTAL ROE ARE DESIRED FOR FON OPS (SURFACE 

COMBATANT AND AIR) SOUTH OF 32-JON. 
t,AC. ~If SUPPLE~ENTAL ROE ARE AUTHORIZED TO WHAT LEVEL Of COMAND 

WILL THJ SUPPLE~ENTAL ROE, BY ROE.ITE" NU"BER, BE SUB-DELEGATED. 
1113· ~REGRET SHORT FUSE, BUT REQUIRE RESOLUTION ASAP IN ORDER TO 

Li(PPROVE PRESENCE ~RATIONS COMENCINC AT 2~00DIZ JAN 86. 

DECL OADR BT 

I I I II IIIMEDIATE DELIVER~ REQUIREDIIIIIIIIIIII 
*****************~CLERK/DUTY OFFICER************************* 

INSURE THE NTC'mi\E "ATTAIN DOCU"ENT" ARE WRITTEN ON THE 
ouTs 1 DE or THE ENVELOPE •' r r,,,' , r r' • •,, r,., 

HT I ON TER" SVC (I) CJCS CODEWORD OFFICER (2) (",C) 
INFO DIRECTOR J-3 (1) DIRECTOR JOINT STAFF (I) 

J}·JOD CODEWORC OH I CERjl?) N"CC DEP DIR OPS (I) 

CC>6N•I'ri':A• 49~ 
PAG( 1 QJ 1 
220t 43Z .JAI'II 86 



lilliE D I ATE 
0 220144Z JAN 86 ZFF4 
fll JCS WASHINGTON OC//CJCS// 
TO USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE 
INFO USCINCLANT NORFOLK VA 

. 

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI 
DIRNSA FT GEORGE G IIEADE 110 
USNIIR SHAPE BE 
CINCUSAFE RAIISTEIN AB GE 

REF: 11USCINCEUR 191930Z JAN 

ZYUW RUEKJCS9238 0220144 

USCINCCENT IIACOILL AFB FL 
' CINCSAC OFFUTT AFB NE 

DIA WASHINGTON DC 
C I NCUSNAVE UR LONDON'. UK 
COliS I XTHFL T 

I. ~AS RESULT OF JCS IIEETING TODAY, BE PREPARED TO EXECUTE 
PRES~CE OPS (REF IISG) NOT EARLIER THAN 24000IZ JAN 86. 
2. ~ FOR USCINCEUR: REQUEST YOU IIIIIEDIATELY FILE A NOTICE OF 
INTENT TO CONDUCT FLIGHT OPERATIONS IN THE TRIPOLI FLIGHT 
INFORIIATION REGION COIIIIENCING AT 24000IZ JAN 86 FOR A PERIOD OF 
SEVEN DAYS AND BE PREPARED TO EXECUTE PRESENCE OPERATIONS 

,............,....,..IIIIIEOIATE DEliVERY REQUIREOIIIIIIIIIII+ 
*****•ft******~**** CLERK/DUTY OFFICER***********~************* 

INSURE THE NICKNAIIE" "ATTAIN DOCUIIENT" ARE WRITTEN ON THE 
OUTSIDE OF THE ENVELOPE I I I I I I I I II I Ill I I I I II 

ACT! ON TERII SVC (I) CJCS CODEWORD OFFICER (2i (II) 
INFO DIA JSJ CODEWORD OFFICER(2) NIIIC TEAll CHIEF (1) 

J3-JRC CODEWORD OFFICER(]) DIRECTOR J-3(1) 
DIRECTOR JOINT STAFf (I) J3-JOD CODEWORD OFFICER (IS) 
NIICC OEP DIR OPS{l) 



........... --... -------~~~~·-lllrll5' '""]ioi'.Siili'illi'W. :u~" ~~..:Me£~-- - J --- - - \· ~ 
~ED&RTMENT OF OE~ENSE 

fLASH 
l 2o0024Z JAN 86 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC//DJS/PA// 
TO USCINCEUR VAIHINCEN CE 
INfO USCINCLANT NORFOLK VA 

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI 
DIRNSA FT GEORGE C MEADE MD 
USNMR SHAPE BE 
COMSIXTHFLT 
CTG SIX ZERO PT ONE 

A. CINCUSNAVEUR 231157Z JAN 
B. USCINCEUR 231728Z JAN 86 

~CS MESSAGE CENTER 

ZYUW RUEKJCS9951 0240024 

USCINCCENT MACDILL AfB FL 
CINCSAC OFFUTT AFB NE 
DIA WASHINGTON DC 
CINCUSNAVEUR LONDON UK 
CTF SIX ZERO 

I. (U) THIS IS A OASD(PA)/OJCS COORDINATED MESSAGE. 
2. (U) REF A, AS MODIFIED BY REF B, IS APPROVED WITH THE FOLLOWING 
CHANGES: 

A. (U) CHANG£ THE NOTE FOLLOWING STATEMENTLIN PARA 2C TO READ, 
QUOTE NOT£: IN THE EVENT OF HOSTILE REACTioN BY LIBYAN FORCES 
AND/OR RESPONSE BY US FORCES, PROPOSED STATEMENT AND SUPPORTING 
QUESTIONS ANDtANSWERS WILL BE FORWARDED SEPARATELY ASAP. 
UNQUOTE. 
B. (U) DELETE FROM A•: (OR YES AS APPROPRIATE) 
C. (U) DELETE PARAGRAPH 4. 

3. (U) PROPOSED STATEMENT AND Q'S AND A'S IN REFS A AND B, AS 
MODIFIED ABOVE, ARE DECLASSIFIED ON RECEIPT OF THIS MESSAGE AND ARE 
AUTHORIZED FOR USE IN RESPONSE TO MEDIA QUERIES. QUERIES SHOULD BE 
ANSWERED AT THE LOWEST POSSIBLE LEVEL. PARAGRAPH 4 REF A REMAINS 
CLASSIJIED TOP SECRET AND PROTECTED WITHIN THE SYSTEM. 
4. ~REQUEST YOU PROVIDE ASAP EXPANDED Q AND A'S ELABORATING ON 

..rARA 4 REF A TO C%!JR. POSSIBLE FUTURE OPERATIONS. 

~[CL OAOR BT . 

++~~IMMEDIATE DELIVERY REQUIREDttlll 1111 Itt 

ACTION DIRECTOR JOINT STAfF (I) (M) 
INFO DIA JSJ CODEWORD OFFICER(2) NMIC TEAM CHIEF (I) 

DIRECTOR J-3(1) J3-JRC CODEWORD OFFICER(!) 
J -JOO CODEWORD OFFICER I NMCC DEP OIR OPS(l) 
CJC CODEWORD OF I CER 2 

COSN•au..J54~ 

. ' . - ' ' ~-- ·. 
• ' • ' r < • • • • • ~· '.:..: .-,._. • .. ~ • 

PAG£ I Of 1 
2400241 JAN 86 



IMMEDIATE ZYUW RUEKJCS-162 03822'9 
0 0722'9l FEB 8o 
FM JC~ WASHINGTON OC//OJS-PA// 
TO USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE//ECPAO// 
INFO SECOEF WASHINGTON OC//OASO-PA/DPL// 

CNO WASHINGTON OC USCINCLANT NORFOLK VA 
USNMR SHAPE BE CINCUSNAVEUR LONDON UK//PA// 
COIISIXTHFLT 

{U) 

REFS A AND B PROVIDED PROPOSED PA GUIDANCE FOR AD II AND 
I II. UPON EXECUTION, Q'S AND A'S IN REF A ARE APPROVED FOR USE IN 
RESPONSE TO MEDIA QUERY ONLY, WITH THE FOLLOWING CHANGES: 
A. DELETE A3B. CHANGE A3A TO READ A-3 PROPOSE FOLLOWING RESPONSE 
FOR OPS NORTH OR SOUTH OF 32-30 NORTH: THE US WILL BE {HAS BEEN) 
CONDUCTING OPERATIONS IN THE TRIPOLI FIR IN INTERNATIONAL 
AIRSPACE OVER INTERNATIONAL WATERS. WE ARE NOT DISCUSSING 
SPECIFICS OF OUR OPERATION WITHIN THE FIR. {FYI--OUR INFDRIIATION 
POLICY IN CASE OF AN INCIDENT WOULD BE TO INCLUDE APPROXIMATE 
LOCATION, EVEN IF SOUTH OF 32-30). 
B. USCINCEUR PAO PROVIDE ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 6, 10, 11, 12 AND 

13 AS APPROPRIATE. 
C. IN QUESTIONS 10, 15, AND 18 DELETE GULF OF SIDRA AND REPLACE 
WITH TRIPOLI FIR. 
0. QUESTION 23 SHOULD READ AS FOLLOWS: CAN YOU PROVIDE A LISTING 
OF THE OPERATIONS IN THE FIR SINCE 1981? 
3. ~HILE CURRENT POLICY REllA INS PASSIVE RESPOND TO QUERY 
ONLY, YOU SHOULD BE AWARE A /lORE PRO-ACTIVE PUBLIC AFFARIS POLICY 
IS BEING DISCUSSED WITHIN DOD FOR AD. AS A RESULT, YOU KAY WANT TO 
BEGIN PLANNING FOR SHORT-NOTICE TASKING FOR MORE ACTIVE MEASURES, 
SUCH AS, P-3 MEDIA EIIBARK OR CV /lEOlA EMBARK. 
4. (U) FOR ALCON. PER REFS A AND B, CHANGE A-I I TO REF C TO READ 
IN OCTOBER 1984, USS INDEPENDENCE, USS AMERICA AND USS DWIGHT 0. 
EISENHOWER WERE IN THE IIE~ITERRANEAN AT THE SAllE TillE. m· (U) THIS IS A JCS/000 COORDINATED MESSAGE. 

DECLAS: OAOR BT iT 

++>+t-++111/IEOIATE DELIVERY REQUIRED II II II II II II 
****************** ...... CLERK/DUTY OFFICER****"*******************" 

INSURE THE NI!'I\N'Aii"E "ATTAIN DOCUMENT" ARE WRITTF.N ON THE 
OUTSIDE OF THE ENVELOPE 

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE NOTE IISG ADDRESSED TO PA/PLEASE PASS 
IF APPROPRIATE 

ACTION J -JOD CODEWORD OFFICER I (M) 
INFO DIRECTOR J-3 I DIRECTOR JOINT STAFf (I) 

NMCC OEP 0 I R OPS (I) CJCS CODEWORD OfFICER (2) 
SECRETARY Of DEFENSE(!) 

' 
'v~oo'-- · _J_; 

' 

:OS"''o·~al( ..,9: 
PAG[ 1 OF' 1 
07;":'491 rEs ao 
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., ,. 

'• -

... 
10-14 FEB ATT~IN DOCUMENT II OPS CENT ftED CORAl SEA AND SARA TOGA 

15-18 FEB INPORT ALEXANDRIA CORAL SEA 
17-20 FEB INPORT TRIESTE SARATOGA 

19-23 FEB EAST/CENT tiED TRANSIT/PHIBLEX CORAl SEA 
20-25 FEB OPS/TRANSIT CENT/WEST nED SARI\ TOGA 

24-27 FEB INPORT NAPLES CORAL SEA 
26 FEB- 7 HAR INPORT PALM SARATOGA 

28 FEB- 2 HAR OPS CENT ltED COR.U. SEA 
3- 9 HAR INPORT ftONACO CORt.l.. SEA 

10-20 HAR OPS WEST tiED CORAL SEA 
<11-12 DATEX WITH FRANCE> 
<12-23 EXERCISE SARDINA-86• WITH ITALY> 
<1~-14 US-ONLY "ISSilE EXERCISE> 

7-17 HAR SARATOGA SCHED NOT YET FIM <NAVEUR ADDING TO SARDINA-86) 
23-30 HAR CORAL SEA SCHED NOT YET FIRit 

23- HAR PROPOSED THREE CVBG FON CORAL SEA, SARATOGA, MERICA 

•NoTE: WORKUP WITH THREE CVBGs PRIOR TO PROPOSED FON OPS WILL REQUIRE 
MODIFICATION CCANCELLATION OF All OR PORTIONS> OF SARDINA-86 

~· 



DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
"CS MESSAGE CENTER 

II'IIIED I ATE 
0 081529Z "AR 86 

ZYUW RUEKJCS2206 0671537 

F" JCS WASHINGTON DC 
TO USCINCEUR VAlHlNGEN GE//J3// 
INFO USN"R SHAPE BE USCINCLANT NORFOLK VA 

CINCUSNAVEUR LONDON UK 

FOR PLANNING. 

I I I IIIIII'IIIEDIATE DELIVERY REQUIREDIIIIIIIIIIII 

ACTION 
INFO 

J3-JOD CODEWORD OFFICER~15) 
DIRECTOR J-3(1) OIRECTO JOINT STAFF(!) 
N"CC DEP DIR OPS(I) CJCS CODEWORD OFFICER(2) 

(1\, C) 

I }':) 
COPV NUMBER-----·--

+ 



J-30 

···~aCT: 

' ..... 

Changed SITREP Times - ATTAIN DOCUMENT III~ 

1. proposed message approves OSCINCBOR's request* to 
ch reporting times for the SITRBPs for ATTAIN DOCUMBRT III·· 
were established in our ATTAIN DOCUMENT III Bzecuta O(~•r~·~ .· 

2. p.•tfj These new times are as follows: . · . ~,:~:fJ~f'\i·) .:·_: ;~f:!j~?!2: 
- First SITRBP arrives NL'l' 220900Z Mar 86 (0400BSThfor. 
hour period 210400Z to 220400Z vi th projection's f~r:·-_:2:l1)4(101 
230400Z. :P.dfJ<:~" .. 
- Nezt SITRBP arrives NL'l' 222100Z (1600BS'l') for 
220400Z to 221600Z vi th projections for 2304001 ·~'~1!~..1-.. ~-~!ll<r..,;(l' 

- Next SITRBP arrives NLT 230900Z for 221600Z ···t ·:o~'Z)JO~I.UtiZ'::'~(gj~:j·?:~:. 
projections for 2316ooz to 2404ooz. ]S~~~~~J~~ 
- Subsequent SITRBPs arrive 0900Z anc! 2looz:; >:· ';; 

3. (0) Recommend J-3 approve and sign the 

Attachments • 
a/a 

References ·. 
• Telecon OSCINI:Btral: 

** JCS 150027Z MAR 86 

~015 ilL 

r 

,_,...,_ 
MAR 1986 



PRIOR I TY 
· P 182229Z KAR 86 

FM JCS WASHINGTON OC//JJ// 
TO USCINCLANT NORFOLK VA 

USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE 
USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI 
CINCSAC OFFUTT AFB NE 
CIA WASHINGTON DC 

INFO USNMR SHAPE BE 
CINCUSAFE RAKSTEIN AB GE 

REFS: A. TELECON USCI 
• JCS 150027Z KAR 

ZYUW RUEKJCS4787 0772229 

USCINCCENT MACOILL AFB FL 
CINCMAC SCOTT AFB IL 
USCINCREO MACOILL AFB FL 

COKSIXTHFLT 

1. REPORTING INSTRUCTIONS IN PARA 5 OF ATTAIN DOCUMENT Ill 
EX ORDER ARE CHANCED AS FOLLOWS: THE FIRST SITR£P WILL ARRIVE 
NLT 220900Z KAR 86 FOR THE 24 HOUR PERIOD FROK 210400Z TO 220400Z 
WITH PROJECTIONS FOR 220400Z TO 230400Z. THE NEXT SITREP WILL 
ARRIVE NLT 222100Z FOR THE 12 HOUR PERIOD 220400Z TO 221600Z WITH 
PROJECTIONS FOR 230400Z TO 231600Z. THE NEXT SITREP WILL ARRIVE NLT 
230900Z FOR THE 12 HOUR PERIOD 231600Z TO 240400Z. SUBSEQUENT 
SIT~PS WILL ARRIVE NLT 0900Z AND NLT 2100Z AS ABOVE. 
2. THE CONTENT DESCRIBED IN REF KSG PARA 5 A THROUGH 5 H REKAIN 

.N A GED. 

DECL OADR BT B 

IIIIIIIIMEDIATE DELIVERY .REQUIREOIIIIIIIIIIII 

COPV NUMBER--~----

****************** CLIRK/DUTY OFFICER************************* 
INSURE THE NICKNAKE "AfTAIN DOCUKENT" ARE WRITTEN ON THE 

I 1 I 1 1 1 I 1 1 I I I I I I I OUTS I 0£ OF THE ENVELOPE I I II I I II I I I Ill I I I I II 

ACTION J -JOO CODEWORD OFFICER 1 (K,C) 
OIA J J CODEWORD OFFICE 2 

INFO DIRECTOR J-3(1) J3-JRC CODEWORD OFFICER(!) 
DIRECTOR JOINT STAFF(!) NKCC DEP DIR OPS(l) 
CJCS CODEWORD DFFICER(2) NIIIC TEAll CHIEF(l) 

MCN•B6077/0726, TOR•B&077/2229Z TAD•B&077/2250Z CDSN•M4j9B6 

1~~~~-l!!llll!la PACE 1 OF 1 1822292 MAR 86 
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WORKING PAPER 

\A DESTROY WHEN NO LONGER NEEDED 

---" ~Background Paper for the Chairman, JCS, concerning USEUCOM NOI 
fil1ng for operations in the Tripoli FIR. 

I. (U) SUBJECT. USEUCOM Notice of Intent (NOI) Status (0) 

II. (U) MAJOR POINTS 
&A-

A. J)?ifJ Tripoli FIR NOis were filed as follows: 

- 22 Jan for 24 - 31 Jan ATTAIN DOCUMENT I ops. (Tab A) 

- 10 Feb for 12 - 15 Feb ATTAIN DOCUMENT IIA ops. (Tab B) 

- 28 Feb for 01 - 04 Mar ATTAIN DOCUMENT liB ops but flights 
not conducted. (Tab C) 

r.~1 · B. ~U Flight cps were conducted 12 March with SARATOGA aircraft 
from WMED but no NOI was filed • 

.A c. ~ NOI is filed (Copy not yet available) for flight ops in 
FIR 13 Mar but these ops will not be conducted. · 

~ ' 

D. ~ NOI will be filed 14 Mar for 151200Z - 162359Z Mar 86. 
Actual fli?ht cps (CORAL SEA aircraft) will be conducted 15 -20 
Mar. 

~ 
E. ~ NOI will be filed 17 Mar for 19 - 20 Mar ops in FIR (CORAL 
SEA aircraft). 

F. ~] NOI will be filed 19 Mar for flight ops (Delos) for 
201200Z - 211200Z Mar. 

r • ...'iv ' G. ~l NOI will not be filed 
21 - 2 Mar unless the 10 day 
directed. NOI for 23 Mar and 

for the 3 CVBG TACAIR flights in 
NOI for ATTAIN DOCUMENT III is 
beyond is being staffed. 

APPROVED BY --------------------------- DIRECTOR, J-3 
DIRECTOR, JOINT STAFF 

.. : . 
'.1>,"' '. 

........ '1;: - -1 
• ~I·,. •• 

·-----·--·--_._.,__.__ ~- --
Prepared by =tl 
Attachments 

TAB A--NAS SIGONELLA 
. TAB B--NAS SIGONELLA 

TAB C--NAS SIGONELLA 

220310Z 
lOOOOlZ 
280804Z 

JAN 86 
FEB 86 
FEB 86 

FIR 

INTERNAL STAFF PAPER 
RELEASE COVERED BY JCS MOP 39 

Classified by Director, J-3 
Declassify on OADR 

' "' ......... • 



WORKING PAPER 
DESTROY WHEN NO LONGER NEEDED 

(U) Background Paper for the Chairman, JCS, concerning ATTAIN 
DOCUMENT liB Notice of Intent (NOI). 

I. (U) SUBJECT. NAS SIGONELLA NOI 280804Z FEB 86 (U) 

II. (U) MAJOR POINTS 
1.(.-, . 

A •. ~J ATTAIN DOCUMENT IIB oper.Jtions in the Tripoli FIR were 
origi~lly planned for the period of 1 to 4 March 1986. The 
USCINCEUR Concept of Operations for ATTAIN DOCUMENT IIB was briefed 
to the Joint Chiefs of Staff 25 February 1986 in anticipation of 
approval for the Execute Order. The Concept of Operations included 
the filing of an NOI 48 hours in advance of flight operations. If 
the Execute Order had been approved, the NOI would have been filed 
NLT 262359Z for operations 1 to 4 March 1986 as planned. 

,...t):;-J 
B. LJ.,:P5')J The result of the 25 February ATTAIN DOCUMENT IIB 

brief~ng was the 27 February request to SecDef (Tab A) for 
cancellation of the planned 1 to 4 March operations. Upon a 
~avorable reply from SecDef on 28 February the ATTAIN DOCUMENT IIB 

.·"'':ancellation order was transmitted at 280015Z FEB 86. (Tab B) 

C. r,.JL.rl CTF-60 in anticipation of conducting ATTAIN 
DOC~~fiB operations filed a pro-forma NOI 280445Z FEB 86, which 
was transmitted into ICAO channels by NAS SIGNONELLA at 280804Z FEB 
86 (TAB C). Upon receipt of the cancellation 28 Feb, planned flight 
operations in the Tripoli FIR were not conducted and both CORAL SEA 
and SARATOGA proceeded to port calls in Naples, IT and Malaga, SP 
respectively. · 

APPROVED BY --------------------------- DIRECTOR, J-3 

Attachments 
TAB A--CM-182-86 27 Feb 86 •Mediterranean 
TAB B--JCS 280015Z FEB 86 
TAB C--NAS SIGONELLA 280804Z Feb 86 

' 

JOINT STAFF 

Operations (0) 

• 

INTERNAL STAFF PAPER ~ 
RELEASE COVERED BY JCS MOP 39 

Classified by Director, .J-3 
Declassify on OAOR .......... 



II'IIIEOIATE 
0 192052Z MAR 86 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
~CS MESSAGE CENTER 

ZYUW RUEKJCS5110 0782052 

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC//J3/C3S// 
TO USCINCREO MACOILL AFB FL 
INFO USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE 

JCSE MACDILL AFB FL 

cA.. 

IS IS NOTIFICATION TO DEPLOY CO~UNICATIONS ASSETS 
TO SUPPORT OPERATION ATTAIN DOCUMENT. . 

REQUEST TAKE ACTION TO DEPLOY CO~UNICATIONS LISTED IN 
BELOW IN SUPPORT OF THE FOLLOWING OPERATION. 

- NAME: OPERATION ATTAIN DOCUMENT 
2 - OPERATIONAL LOCATION: LINDSEY AB, GE FOR FURTHER 
DEPLOYMENT. I 
3 - DURATION OF REQUIREMENT: AS SOON AS PRACTICAL FOR ESTIMATE 

LESS THAN DAYS. 
lo - S CINC: (POC) EUCOM:L )sE'fHRE 6416. 
DROP I NG NON DUTY HOUR~. L I NOSEY AB: • 

339-3521. 
5 - C ARRIVAL LINDSEY AB, G£. 

MODE OF HIPMENT: PRIORITY AIR. 
lo. UNITS AND LOCATIONS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 
UN OP LOCATION EQUIPMENT QUANTITY 
JCSE LINDSEY AB. GE AN/URC-101/110 10 

FOR FURTHER DEPLOYMENT RADIOS WITH ANT, 
AC/DC, PWR SUP, 
KY-57 AND ASSOC 
COMSEC FILL DEVICES 

AND CABLES 
5. (U) ALL TRANSPORTATION AND PERSONNEL SUPPORT COSTS INCLUDING PER 
DIEM (LESS PAY AND ALLOWANCES) INC I DENT TO THE DEPLOYEMENT AND 
RECOVERY. WILL BE FUNDED BY EUCOM. 
6. (U) DIRECT LIAISON IS AUTHORIZED AMONG ALL CONCERNED. KEEP JCS 
INFORMED. NOTIFY JCS OF COMMITMENTS OR CIRCUMSTANCES (AND TIMING 
THEREOF) WHICH PREVENT S~ DEPLOYMENT. 
~OC IS.__..VON 227-0007, KY-3 2809. 

IIIIIIIIMMEDIATE DEliVERY REQUIRED II II I II Ill II 
*****''**********"* ~ CLERK/DUTY OFFICER************************* 

INSURE THE Nl~ "ATTAIN DOCUMENT" ARE WRITTEN ON THE 
OUTSIDE Of THE ENVELOPE tl 11 tt 1 I IJI I 11 I I 1 Ill 

ACTION J -JOD CODEWORD OFFICER I (M.C) 
INFO DIRECTOR J-3 I DIRECTOR JOINT STAFF(!) 

NIICC DEP 0 I R OPS (I) CJCS CODEWORD OFFICER (2) 

11 
COPV NUMBER--./. __ _ 

MCN•86078/06719 TOR•86078/2052Z ,TAD•B6078/2104Z COSN•MAJ834 
PAGE 1 OF 1 
,920522 MAR 86 
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01 02 ssss 

JCS WASHINGTON DC//CJCS// 
.· 

USCINCEUR 'VAIHINGEN GE 

INFO CINCUSNAVEUR LONDON UK 

CINCUSAFE RAMSTEIN AB GE 

USNMR SHAPE BE 

PERSONAL FOR GENERAL LAWSON. INFO ADMIRAL MOREAU. GENERAL DONNELLY• 

AND GENERAL ROGERS FROM GENERAL KELLEY 
l1 

SUBJ: OPERATIONS IN THE VICINITY OF LIBYA~ 
REF: USCINCEUR 2llS32Z MAR 6b 

lA. 
1.~SECSTATE AND SECDEF HAVE AGREED THAT STAT£ WILL SEND A 

J.-0 

~ESSAGE BETWEEN 1700 AND l6DD EST SATURDAY 22 MAR 6b {2222DDZ-

2222S,Z} TO FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS THAT W£ AR£ REAFFIRMING OUR MARITIME 

RIGHTS IN THE GULF OF SIDRA. SOUTH OF 32-3DN BUT WILL REMAIN OUTSIDE 

TERRITORIAL LIMITS. FURTHER. W£ WILL PERFORM AIR AND SURFACE 

PENETRATIONS INTO THE GULF OF SIDRA. COUNTRIES TO BE NOTIFIED WILL 

BE BELGIUM. ITALY• UK. TUNISIA. EGYPT. AND FRANCE. 

" 

CJCS/DJS/J3 

I ··:··:··~.:·_J··_······ 
---~ _ _1__,_ 

.... 



•• 
02 02 00 ssss 

lA 
2.~NOTIFICATION PROCEDURES HAVE BEEN CAREFULLY ORCHESTRATED BY 

.· 
DOD AND DOS AND IT IS IMPORTANT THAT NOTIFICATION TO FOREIGN 

GOVERNMENTS DOES NOT OCCUR OUTSIDE OF AGREED UPON CHANNELS. 

THEREFORE DO NOT NOTIFY"YOUR COUNTERPARTS. 

fdARM REGARDS 

DECL OADR '" 

() .... 



TO: 

CJCS 

OJCS SUMMARY SHEET 

P. F. CARTER. Jt?. 
; ·· .-: ~ ·:r:, 'USN 

· :::·.t n~~ff 

ATTAIN DOCUMENT III Termination (U) 

IIEMAinCS U 

JUS COVAl. 

1. ~ Attached proposed messages direct USCINCEUR to terminate Operation 
ATTAIN DOCUMENT III and provide further guidance for operation PRAIRIB · 
FIRE. , . . . 

2. ~The attached EXECUTE ORDER (TAB A) directs USCIIICsOR ~0 .t~i~inate 
Operat1on ATTAIN DOCUMENT III NLT 1800 Libyan time, 27 March 1986~ . 

t/ 
3. 1l!fsf] The attached REVISED 
FIRE directs USCINCEOR to be 
after notification plus time 
optimization. 

ALERT ORDER (TAB B) for Operation PM:Uui 
ready to ezecute PRAIRIB PIRB ,--HB'l' t8 boura 
required to conduct strike (s) 'vitb ~-.: . ..:= · :·. •· 

4. (0) 

s. (0) 

Recollllllend approval and release o~ the 

Requires Secoef approval • (~~ 
( 

Attachment 
a/s 

AC1IOII u: ca 
--~

' 

• 

• • • 0 ·~·· • . . , . . . •') :· .. 

. : ~-:.~_i: ... Z ··,-·_·. ·"·_ .. , .. ~ ..... 
- :: -(*~ .. · .... •'' .,. 

l~..--

lt=t===t=tlU5!1 

: .... 



OJ. 

-
oo:: -- ·--TiTT 

JCS II!ASHI~GTOI~ l>CitCJCSii--

USCINC .. ANi NOP.FO~K VA---· ·· · 

USCINCCC:IH MACI>.Ii..:. AFB Fl:- · .. 

USCINCC:UR VA:HINGEN GE ... 

CINCMAC ~COTT AFB IL --

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI ----···· 

USCINCP.ED MACD:ri..L AFB FL --

CINCSAC OFFUTT AFB NC: - ... 

DIRNSA FT GEORGE G MEADE MD---· 

DIA WASHINGTON DC -· ·-

INFO CSl WlSHINGTON DC ---· 
CN<l b:ASH!NGTON DC--

CSAF WASHINGTON ~C ---

Ct:C WASHINGTON DC--- · ·· 

USNMI\ SnAPE BC: 

C!NCUSNlVEUR LCNDON UK -·· 

CJCS/DJS/SJCS/C3S/JSOl/~A/ 
J3:NMCC/NIDS/JDA:LO/DOCDIV 

• 

-· 



02 03 00 TTTT 

CINCUSAFE RAMSTEIN AB GE 

COMSIXTHFLT 

' 

SUBJ: EXECUTE ORDER--ATTAIN DOCUMENT III TERMINATION {U} 

REFS: A. JCS 150027Z MAR 6b {EXECUTE ORDER> {NOTAL} 
~: 

B. USCINCEUR 2ll23bZ FEB 6b {NOTAL} 
u 

l.~THIS IS AN EXECUTE ORDER BY AUTHORITY AND DIRECTION OF THE 

SECRETARY OF DE~ENSE. 

2.~~SITUATION. OBJECTIVES OF "ATTAIN DOCUMENT III" HAVE BEEN 

MET. • 
3. ~MISSION. 
NORMAL OPS. 

TERMI~ATE "ATTAIN DOCUMENT III" AND RETURN TO 

~. {U} EXECUTION. 

A. {U} COURSE OF ACTION: 
~ 

<l>~AT 1200 LIBYAN TIME {llDOZ}, 27 MAR &b. TICONDEROGA 

SAG WILL COMMENCE TRANSIT OUT OF THE GULF OF SIDRA. SAG WILL 

COMPLETE TRANSIT TO NORTH OF 32-3DN6 NOT EARLIER THAN lbOO 

LIBYAN TIME <lSDOZ}. 27 MAR &b. SAG TRANSIT WILL BE A GRADUAL 

RPT GRADUAL DEPARTURE. 
~· 

{2}~ARATOGA BG OUTCHOP SCHEDULE IN REF B APPROVED. 

COMMENCE TURNOVER 31 MAR &b. 



.• 
03 03 00 TTTT 

l) 
{3} ~CORAL S:E:A OUT CHOP APPROVED FOR l.O APRIL Ill.. 

..... . .4 
8. J,:Ui"f' MAJOR COMBAT FOR<:E:S:: IAW REF A. 

C. {U} COORDINATING INSTRUCTIONS:: 
p. 

{],}~COMMENCE: OPERATIONS:: l.200 LIBYAN TIME {llOOZ}• 

27 MAR Ill.. 

{2} {U} ROE REMAINS: AS STATED IN REF A. 

~ {3} {U} OPERATIONAL 

S.~ADMINISTRATION AND 

CONSTRAINTS: IAW REF A~ 

LOGISTICS: CONTINUE TWICE: DAILY 

COMMANDER'S SITREP• IAW REF A. FINAL SITREP DUE 21!0~0DZ MAR 61.. 

~. {U} COMMAND AND CONTROL: IAW REF A. 

7. {U} PUBLIC AFFAIRS GUIDANCE:: PA GUIDANCE TO BE PROVIDED SEPC~R. 

a. {U} DIRLAUTH ALCON. KEEP JCS INFORMED. 

DECL OUR 



IIIIIEOIATE 
·0 272100Z liAR 86 

ZYUW RUEKJCS7649 0862117 

Fll JCS WASHINGTON OC//J3// 
TO CINCAO PETERSON AFB CO USCINCLANT NORFOLK VA 

USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE 
USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI 

USCINCCENT IIACOILL AFB FL 
CINCIIAC SCOTT AFB IL 
USCINCRED IIACOILL AFB FL 
CINCSAC OFFUTT AFB NE 

GHTS Pll 

INFO CSA WASHINGTON DC 
CSAF WASHINGTON DC CIIC WASHINGTON DC 

UBJ: P NO. "ATT}IJk-OOCUIIENT Ill" CENTRAL 
EDITERRANEAN OPERATIONS~J~ 

~I. COIISIXTHFLT HAS COIIPLETED FREEDOII OF NAVIGATION OPERATIONS 
IN GULF OF SIDRA. THE SURFACE ACTION GROUP (SAG) WITHDREW 
NDR~H F 32-30N AT 271432Z liAR 86. 

~ 2. THE FOLLOWING INFORIIATION FOR THE PERIOD 271200Z TO 271432Z 
IS ERJVUl FRO/I USEUCOI\ AND OTHER SOURCES FOR "ATTAIN DDCUIIENT Ill." 

lA. A. L.wrJ COIIPLETED OPERATIONS. · 
SURFACE. 
(1) THE NAVY BATTLE FORCE CONSISTING OF USS AIIERICA, USS CORAL 

SEA, ANO USS SARATOGA CONTINUED OPERATIONS IN THE IIEOITERRANEAN AS 
OISENGAGEIIENT OPERATIONS WERE CONDUCTED BY THE SURFACE ACTION GROUP 
(SAG) THAT INCLUDES USS TICONDEROGA, USS SCOTT, AND USS CARON. 

(2) SINCE INITIAL PENETRATION BELOW 32-30N (241100Z liAR 86) 
THE SAG HAS OPERATED CONTINUOUSLY FOR 75 HOURS BELOW 32-30N AND 
EXITED THE AREA AT 271432Z liAR 86. 

AIR. 
(1) TWO FIGHTER AIRCRAFT CROSSED 32-30N, PENETRATED TO 

31-35N/18-00E, CONDUCTED OPERATIONS, AND RETURNED TO BASE. NO 
LIBYAN REACTION NOTED. . 

(2) 271200Z - 271400Z, CAP STATIONS ONE AND TWO CONTINUOUSLY 
IIANNED AS WELL AS SSC/SUCAP SUPPORT TO SAG. 

- CUIIULATIVE SORTIES IN TRIPOLI FIR TO DATE 
DAY 

US. NAVY 846 
LIBYA 101 

- CUIIULATIVE SORTIES BELOW 32-30N DAY 
159 

B. PROJECTED OPERATIONS. 

NIGHT 
922 
132 

NIGHT 
156 

I OPERATIONS WILL CONTINUE IN THE TRIPOLI FIR UNTIL 272359Z 
liAR 86. lA 
C.~-, INTELLIGENCE. NO CHANGE FRO/\ PREVIOUS REPORT. 
D. 1ui PtfBLIC.AFFAIRS GUIDANCE. SECOND 1\EDIA £/\BARK SUCCESSFULLY 

COIIPLETED 26 liAR. RESULTED IN HALF-HOUR ON-CAIIERA INTERVIEW WITH 
COIISIXTHFLT AND CTF 60, IIEDIA EIIBARK PROPOSED FOR 27 liAR CANCELED. 
CHINFO WORKING REQUEST FRO/\ PETER JENNINGS, ABC-TV, TO CONDUCT TAPED 
INTERVIEW WITH CDIISIXTHFLT TO 8£ USED FOR ABC'S FEATURE "PERSON OF 
THE WEEK." 

E. (U) WEATHER. WIDELY SCATTERED RAINSHDWERS AND THUNDERSTORI\S 
WILL BE OVER THE IIEDITERRANEAN. WINDS WILL BE WEST TO NORTH AT 10 
TO 20 KNOTS EVERYWHERE EXCEPT NORTHEASTERN LIBYA WHICH WILL HAVE 
WINDS FRO/\ THE SOUTHWEST TO SOUTH AT 10 TO 25 KNOTS BECOIIING WEST TO 
NORTH AT 10 TO 20 KNOTS LATER IN THE PERIOD. 
3. (U) TH!S CONSTITUTES THE FINAL JCS SITREP 
I I I • " 

FOR "ATTAIN DOCUIIENT 

OECL OAOR BT 

ACT I ON J3J31 
INFO 'E'JES14) OJS(l) SJCS(l) 

J4(2) J5(2) C3S(3) 

.... 

(II, C) 
J3:NIICC(l) NIDS(l) DDCDIV(l) 

\ 

i.} •1 
COPV NUMBER---~----~ 

,. 

MCN•86086/07248 TOR•86086/2,,7Z ~0•86086/2,23Z CDSN•MA.J230 Liz ., PAGE , OF ' .,.,..,."'V'o..,. ... ,.. .... 



IMEOi~H 
0 Gili.I7Z AP~ 8i; 
'" JCS WASHINGTO~ OC/,·~~'JQQ,'; 
TC CSCIN~~ANT NORFO~~·v& 

~SCINC~UR VAIHING£~ GE 
USCINCPAC HONOLULL H' 
CINC~AC OFFUTT AFE NE 
OIRNSA FT GEORGE G ~EAOE ~0 

INFC SECOEF WASHINGTON OC 
CNO WASHINGTON OC 
C~C WASHINGTON DC 
CIA WASHINGTON DC 
OMA WASHINGTON DC 
CINCUSAFE RAMSTEIN 

ZYUW RUEKJCS88JO 0911•1; 

US:INCCENT ~ACCILL AFB FL 
CINCMAC SCOTT AFB ll 
USCINCREO ~ACOILL AFB FL 

COILL AFB F 

WASHINGTON OC 
CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
CIA WASHINGTON DC 
USNMR SHAPE BE 
CINCUSNAVEUR LONDON UK 

EFFECTIVE l""EOIATELY THE OPERATIONAL NICKNAME FOR PRAIRIE 
CHAN~EO TO ELDORADO CANYON. ALL PAST PLANNING UNDER PRAIRIE 

FIRE RE"AlNS VALID AND WILL BE CONTINUED UNDER THE NICKNAME 
,ePERATION ELOORAiitCANYON. 

OECL OAOR iiT 

---IMEOIATE DELIVERY REQUIREOI++-1-H-++++< 

ACTION J -JOO CODEWORD OFFICER I (") 
iNFO J3-JRC CODEWORD OFFICER I DIRECTOR JOINT STAFF(I) 

N"CC OEP 0 I R OPS (I) CJCS CODEWORD OFFICER (2) 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE(!) CIA ~SJ CODEWORD OFFICER(2) 
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OJCS SUMMARY SHEET 
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ELDORADO CANYON CHRONOLOGY SITREP NO. 1 (U) 

l.~The att~ed proposed Chronology SITREP No. 1 satisfies request 
for peri~ic u tee. 

2. (U) Reco-end approval and signature on attached Background Paper. 

Attachment 
a/s 

Classified by Director. J-3 
Declassify on OADR 
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WORKING PAPER 
DESTROY WHEN NO LONGER NEEDED 

(U) Background Paper for the Director for Operations 
.· 

I. (U) SUBJECT. ELDORAOO"CANYON Chronology; SITREP NO. 1 

II. (U) MAJOR POINTS. 
by USEUCOM concerning 

A.~ir 

The following informatio~ has·been provided 
ELDORADO CANYON activity as of 142000 EST. 

- The USAF F-llls and EF-llls and the necessary KC-10/KC-135 
tanker support· sortied from RAF Lakenheath, RAF Upper Heyford, 
RAF Mildenhall, and RAF Fairford in Great Britain starting at 
141256 EST. The USN A-6 strike aircraft and the Navy support 
launched from OSS CORAL SEA and OSS AMERICA at 141830 EST. 
The TOT time, centered on 141900 EST, was achieved as shown. 

- Strike Operations: 

TOT TIME 
(EST) 

141906 to 
141911 

REMARKS: 

TARGET 

TRIPOLI MILITARY 
AIR FIELD 

ORDNANCE 

6 F-111 BS0-49 each· 

NR 6 aircraft aborted prior to TOT. Five (5) across target. 

Damage Assessment: 

14i.900 BENINA AIR FIELD 

REMARKS I 

2 A-6 
7 A-6E 

82 each 
each 

One (1) aircraft aborted prior to TOT. 

Damage Assessment: • 

Classified by Director, J-3 
Declassify on OADR 



r 

TARABULUS BARRACKS 9 F-111 
(AZ IZIYAH) .· 

REMARKS: · 
NR 9 aircraft aborted prior to TOT. Eight (8) 

Damage Assessment: 

141900 BENGHAZI MILITARY 6 A-6E 
BARRACKS (JAMAHIRIYAH) 

REMARKS: 

Damage Assessment: 

141905 

REMARKS: 

SIDI BILAL TERRORIST 
TRAINING CAMP 

• 

Damage Assessment: 

3 F-111 

a 2 



ELDORADO CAMYOM C!lJtOMOLOGY SITREP NO. "1. (U) 

7.~~. attached proposed Chronology SITREP No. ~ eatiafiea request 
for periodic updates. 

2. (U) a.co .. end approval and signature on attached Background Paper. 

Attachllent 
a/a 

.. 
--

Classified ~ Director. J-3 
Declassify on OADR 

·-· __ .__ -



WORKING PAPER 
DESTROY WriEH NO LONGER NEEDED 

(U) Background Paper for the Director for Operations 
.· 

I. (U) SUBJECT. ELDORADO CANYON Chronology: SITREP NO. 'l,. 

II. (U) MAJOR POINTS. The following information has been provided 
by USEUCOM concern1ng ELDORADO CANYON activity as of 142200 EST. 

lA 
A.~Air 

- The USAF F-llls and EF-1lls and the necessary KC-10/KC-135 
tanker support sortied from RAP Lakenheath, RAP Upper Heyford, 
RAP Mi1denhall, and RAP Fairford in Great Britain starting at 
141256 EST. ~1e USN A-6 strike aircraft an~ the Navy support 
launched from USS CORAL-SEA and USS ~~RICA at 141830 EST. 
The TOT time, centered on 141900 EST, was achieved as shown •. 

- Strike Operations: 

TOT TIME 
(EST) 

141906 to 
141911 

REMARKS: 

TARGET 

TRIPOLI MILITARY 
AIR FIELD 

ORDNANCE 

6 F-111 .BSU-49 each 

NR 6 aircraft aborted prior to TOT. Five (5) across target. 

Damage Assessment: 

INTERNAL STAFF PAPER 
RELEASE COVERED BY' 
JCS MOP 39 

TBD 

Classified by Director, J-3 
Declassify on OADR 



•. 

REMARKS: 
NR 9 aircraft aborte~ prior to TOT. Eight (8) across target. 
One (1) F-lll from ti1is mission is reported missing • 

. · 
oama;e Assessment: TBD 

14190;). • BESGHAZI lofiLITARY 6 A-6E lfMK-82 each 
BARRACKS (JAMAHIRIYAH) 

REMARKS: 

Dama~e Assessment: TBD 

141905 SIDI BILAL TERRORIST 
TRAININu CAMP 

Damage Assessment& TBA 

3 F-111 .GBU-10 eaeh 

- Reeoveryz 2 F-llls diverted to Rota, SP due to mechanical 
~ problems. 

s.~urfaee (nothing to report) 

APPROVED BY DIRECTOR FOR OPERATIONS 

Prepared by: 

• 

2 

J 



OJCS SUMMARY SHEET 
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~ 

X ....... 
···ct: X --ELDORADO CANYON CHRONOLOGY SIT REP NO. 3 (U) - ·-···-· lA. 
l.~The attached proposed JCS Chronology SITREP No. 3 satisfies 
request for periodic updates. 

2. (U) Reco-end approval and signature on attached Background Paper. 

Attachment 
a/s 

Classified by Director, J-3 
Declassify on OADR 
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WORKING PAPER 
DESTROY WHEN NO LONGER HEEDED 

(U) Background Paper for the Director for Operations 

I. (U) SUBJECT. ELDORADO CANYON Chronology~ SITREP NO. 3 

II. (U) MAJOR POINTS. The following information has been provided 
by USEUCOM concern1ng ELDORADO CANYON activity as of 130400 EST. 

\I-. 
Afo~ 

(l) The USAF F-llls and EF-11ls sortied from RAF Lakenheath 
and RAF Upper Heyford~ the necessary KC-10/KC-135 tanker 
support sortied from RAF Mildenhall and RAF Fairford in Great 
Britain starting at 141256 EST. The USN A-6 strike aircraft 
and the Navy support launched from USS CORAL SEA and uss 
AMERICA at 141830 EST. The TOT time, centered.on 141900 EST, 
was achieved as shown. 

(2) One (1) F-111 is 

-~ l. 
! 

-~~it! .. · 
(4) Strike Operations: 

TOT TIME 
, (EST) 

141906 to 
141911 

REMARKS: 

TARGET 

TRIPOLI MILITARY 
AIR FIELD 

.· .. :_.: 
. ' ~:_~--

ORDNANCE 

6 F-111 each. 

One (1) aircraft aborted prior to TOT. Five (5) across target. 

Damage Asses silent: TBD 

141900 BENINA AIR FIELD 

REMARKS: 

2 A-6 
7 A-6E 

each 
each 

One (1) aircraft aborted prior \to TOT. Eight (8) across target. 

Damage Assessment: TBD 

141900 TARABULUS BARRACKS 
(AZIZIYAH) 

INTERNAL STAFF PAPER 
RELEASE COVERED BY 
JCS MOP 39 

9 F-111 - GBU-10 each . 

Classified by Director, J-3 
Declassify on OADR 

• 



REMARKS: 
one (1) aircraft aborted prior to TOT. Eight {8) across target • 

• 
Damage Assessment: TBD 

141900 BENGI:iAZI MI.LITARY". o A-6E ~K-82 each 
BARRACKS {JAMAHIRIYAH) 

REMARKS: 

Damage Assessment: TBD 

141905 SIDI BILAL TERRORIST 
TRAINING CA;'lP 

Damage Assessment: TBA 

{5) Libyan Reactions: 

3 F-1ll ~GBU-10 each 

AAA in central Tr~poli area. 

{7) Missile expenditures: EAST TGTS 

HARM: 
SHRIKE: 

{8) Recovery: 

J 
WEST TGTS 

·.·'~. . :{;' 

TOTAL 

I 
! 
' 

One F-111 diverted to Rota. 
escorted by a second P-111. 
and returned to home base. 
awaiting repair. 

SP due to mechanical problems 
The escort rejoined the tanker 

The divert aircraft is in hangar 

150310 F-11ls and tankers on deck in UK. 

s.~surface {nothing to report) 

tf. .·· ·· ... ·.·. ·.. J:::. :···. l 

ilrcCAT 
• APPROVED BY ;X .. · . ~/ · ... 

Prepared by: 7t~- ~;~~~:=:~:!i~;;~o -~~ 

2 



OJCS SUMMARY SHEET 

"=:=. ___ ___.1-.::. __ ... __ . 
c IUIIIIIII_ -- . 

X .... X 
ELDORADO CANYON Summary (U) 

M"* I 

1. (U) The attached background paper provides the latest summary of 
events relating to the subject operation against Libya. 

2. (U) Recommend. approval and signature on the attached Background 
Paper. 

Attachment 
a/a 

-=s -- ···.-. -~ ..... 
. · :'lJ~ ac 

tCH 

·-·....... 

-· 
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Declassify on OADR 
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;o/ORKING PAPER 
DESTROY WHEN NO LONGER NEEDED 

Background Paper for tWe Chairman, JCS for Infor~ation 

I. SUBJECT: ELDORADO CANYON Summary (U) 

II. MAJOR POINTS The following information is the latest summary of 
events relat1ng to the subject operation against Libya as of 150700 
EST. -

A. (U) Targets/Aircraft Assigned: 

(1) '1.r Tripoli Military Airfield/6 F-lllF. 
~~One F-lllF aborted prior to TOT. 

(2)~_Benina Airfield/9 A-6E. 
- ~ One A-6E aborted prior to TOT. 

(3)~ Tarabulua Barracks (Aziziyah)/9 F-lllF. 
~~ One F-lllF abo~ted prior to TOT. 
14~ One F-lllF lost during the strike. 

(4)~ Benghazi Military Barracks (Jamahiriyah)/6 A-6£. 
(5) ~ Sidi Bilal Terrorist Training camp/3 F-lllF. 

v.. 
a.~~ missile expenditures- 36 HARM, 12 SHRIKE. 

- No confirmed results. 
~ I 

c.~Libyan reaction--unconfirmed AAA and SAM firings. 
~ 

o. ;;ii'r us losses - one F-lllF missing. SAR ongoing with no 
results. 

"' E. ~Battle damage assessment (BOA) - Post strike pilot reports 
al~;eapons dropped in the Benghazi complex. several secondary 
fires - vehicles and aircraft burning at aenina Airfield. No 
reports on USAF strikes on tl!rgets in Tripoli area. 
I~ . F._.,.., Remarks: One F-lllF recovered at Rota, SP. 16 F-lllF 

recovered at home station. All Navy aircraft recovered aboard re.:·: ':ll-ankor: an4 auppo" aircra" .'ocoYu~ifoly. J 
APPROVED BY 9&. ; ... • . ; . .\ VVCAT 

'-\!i . .. . I 
Prepared byp/·~r-. ~ · 

1.:1: 

INTERNAL STAFF PAPER 
RELEASE COVERED BY 
JCS MOP 39 

~ 

Classified by Director, J-3 
Declassify on OADR 



--: DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
JCS MESSAGE CEN!ER 

•-UIIEDIAT! O!LIV!RT REI;IIIRED+-•-• 

· t:TION HR)I SVCI"' CJC! COO£~ OFFICfRl!· 1111.:• 
;liF0 CiP[C:"OR ;·JI:' Jl·JR( COO£WORO QIFICfRt:' 

~~P:t:iOF. JCih"":" STAFF•: 1 Jj·J~o't COO£VOP.C OH~~~Qr I~ 1 

lfiC: O£t1 CIF OPSil • IIMCC CIA/liSA P£P~:, 
SECRETA!• ~· ~EHIS!II• DIA JS.: CCDEI«l!!C Of'!CERr:· 
lrii'It H.,_ Ctt1EFI11 

TOTAl COP!!! I!QUII£0 :: 

FOR THE !NPLO'IliEIT Of UP-TO J CVBG'S A!IO I !8 lAii iPEC!FICAL:Y 
. DEliGII!D TO IEUTRALIZE li8YAII Pl)j[R PROJECTION CAPABILITY 

!ICLUDIIIG THElR TACTICAL AIR FORCES. AIR DEF£15! fORtiS A11D 
SEAI'!*£1. CCIIIAIIO!RS ESTIMATE SIQJLD IIICLIID£ R!CCIII!WED ACTIOO 
~·PROTEC!!!JI.OF _ST;fll:-_ FOliC£, ~ 

~ .Jh• \ f .. 1< 

(. •·• jL•~•- .·· ~.:) 
• E. jj.lo!f\ FOR ust!ICIJIT liD USCIICPAC I£(11!ST YQJ PIIOVID! USCIIIC!UI 

!ri'FORIIATIDN saJI!ST ON AVAILABILID OF CVBG'S Alii 81 SAii. · 
-'- lUI ctllROIIIAT!IIi IISTII.CTIOO: 

r II l1f TEIITATIV! C·DAY, L·fOJII: lllTIFICATI!II PLUS 36 IQJIIS. 
Ill If!' AITICIPATED D·DAY: lllTIFICATIDN PUIS 36 IIIUIS. 
llJ UETH Of OP!UTIIII: TID . 

. 

. ' . . . 

. · ;., 

... : 

- '• 

-· . 
• ; '· t • ' •••• • 

... ·:: .. . · . 

. ·' ~' •. -
··:.· 

I 
rshin oiRt.ltlllf AL;;_; irtP Tit[ Jts IlfORittll. 

S. fUI ADMINISTIATIIIIIID UIO!STICS. 

BT 

A. CUI ~NSPOIT: 
(II AIILIFT ICMJiliT PIIOI!ID: Ill. 
m STUTEGIC LIFT R!SIJJIC£S IIAY BE I!(XJII!D. CIIICIIAC 
SIIIULD APPLY LIFT IS IEI;IIIIID Alii ADVIS£ JO Of Altl 
PII!II~ISI«<RT FALLS. 
131 FUIIDIIIi FOil TIAISPOITIT!III COSTS WILL NOT BE PROVIDED 

BY J . PARIIT S!IYICIISI OF [IIPLOYIE I.WITISo WILL FUJro 
OI'!~AT IllS. 
Ul CCIIIIID£15 SIIIUlD I!Gll TO CAPTURE COSTS Arm 

[II[ ITURES UPIII R!CEEPT OF THIS MESSAiiE. 
B. lUI IEPOITIIIG IISTRUCTIIIIS: C!IIC IS AUTIOII!ID TO USE OI'IEP·l 
I!POIITIIIG IS REI;IIIRED. lmML 0P£UTIIIIAL REPOIT!IIi AS PRESCRIBED 
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'ftle missicn was to conduct simultaneous night strikes against fiw 

l!re!CtAid targets. Specifically, the raid was to damage/destroy <XJDbat 

liiwi .. !r school at Murrat Sidi Bilal terrorist-training facility, 

cSIIIIIII!JeJ'destJroy Qadhafi 's terrorism It;) and c3 apparatus at Azziziyah as well 

the Jamahiriyah Guard Barracks at Banghazi, and protect the striking us 

~i:es ·frcm tibyan air threat while damaging Libya • s IL-76 power/logistics 

~ojecti1cn capability. 

u.) 'lbe general CXXloept of operaticns was to use F-lllFs frcm Great Britain 

· · against the three western110St targets in Tripoli; that is, the Sidi Bilal 

the Aziziyah Barracks and Headquarters, and the Tripoli 

1 



Military Airport; and on the eastern target:S, A-6:EB frau the uss CORAL SEA 

and USS AMERICA were scheduled against Benina Air Base and the Benqhazi 

Barracks and Alternate Ueadquar_ters. Tactical support was to be provided by 

aircraft frau the boD carriers and KC-lOs and EF-llls launched frau Great 

Britain. Staging the F-llls closer was not CXJnSidered a realistic option 

since third country diplaaatic clearance would be required. 'lbis presented 

an OPSI!X: problem eliminating the element of surprise and increasing the risk 

to striking forces. Lack of overflight rights for the F-llls CXllllplicated 

planning and execution but was within operational par-ters. Due to the 

long r~B\9~! (2800 m, one way), the mission required additional tanker 

aircraft to be deployed to the UK. .Additional spare F-llls were planned in 

case of avionics failures during the long flight. '1be IIIOSt ezperienced, 

trained, formed crews were chosen for the mission. 
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l~~'J Of the aircraft attacking the Aziziyah Barracks, there was one P-lll 

that did not return, he apparently went down off the coast about four miles 

north of Tripoli. 'nlere was an i.JDEdiate SAil initiated wbic:b continued for 

a day and a half after the aircraft was reported lost, with no indication 

either visual or elec:tronic that anyone had survived. 

l ~) '1be effectiveness/coordination of the Air Force and Naval forces has been 

assessed as superb. Perhaps the most telling fact is the exact on time '1'01' 

by forces based 3000 miles apart. A very cmplex joint strike plan 

successfully integrated strike and strike-support (!DI, CJCM, PJf, CN?, SAR) 

air and naval forces. '1be aircrews, as the primary strike planners, were 

f 

given the flexibility to develop attack plans and force P"C"'ages. Bach 

target area had several desired target eleaents (aim points) • 'Die selection 

of aim points and munitions was left to the crews attacking that target 

area. 
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(u) Sir, unless :you have any operational questions, specific I!DI\ and Libyan 

reactions will now be OM!red by my oollegues frcm DIA. 
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USCINCCENT "ACDILL AFB FL 
USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI 

.. . · 

Jet'u. 
~I. THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE HAS DIRECTED THE USS SARATOGA CVBG 

:ro PRQ.CEED !MEDIATELY TO THE CENTRAL ~EDITERRANEAN SEA. -·- ... ·,, - , ·I . .. . . -- . -- -~.r .. . .. ··~\-~ . -... :-- ... .. {:\ , 
:t:J t~ ·.~··:~ 

).~~OPSEC c6NTINUES TO B~ A PARA~UNr PLANNING CONSIDERATION • .. . -. . . . . ·lTIJ ·w~ -. -- .... -. . --.,..:;r.;· ~ 

.:~. •J:· -· -~ .:~~ 

lllllltiMEDIATE 
****************** 

INSURE THE Nl 
I I I I I I 1111 I I I I I I 

., 

QUIREOi 111111 I II II 

CLERK/DUTY OFFICER************************* 
"ATTAIN DOCU~ENT" ARE WRITTEN ON THE 

OUTSIDE OF THE ENVELOPE 1111111111111111111 I 

(",C) 
DEP DIR OPS(I) 

MCN•B&OOB/04963 TOR•B&ODI/1104Z TAD•B600&/181~Z CDS~•.aK279 

• 
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OEPARTMENT OF OE~ENSE 
~CS M!SSAGE CENTER 

: Ct:J16! JAii !E !FH 
~• ;cs •aSHIJiGiON ~CIIC;:st · 

CSC!NCLAtr:' I()P.FCU Vi 
~S:HICEUii VAiPtllriG[k ~:: 
:.:S~INCPAC /(Jf.)LWLL' H! 
:HiCSAC OFF~ AFS NE 
m •ASHifiGl(Jj CC 

INfii US»>R l!<AP[ i[ 

•. <.:iMHIS IS 
1.1 AL~ COPIES Of I!F!R[IIC£ SlflJLO 

£ST!M&T[ fOil 110 CGIISIO£UIIOII IlL 

!YIJI' ~U!iJCSEOii OCI!l!l 

USCINCC!NT •ACDill AF! Fl 
::NDilC SCO~ Afi IL 
~St!NCR!C If! fL 

" 

l. ~ SITUAII(Jj: .:au :OOINUES TC AIRSPACE AIID T!RRITORIA< 
1.( IAT[I! Ill £1Ct!S Of TICS£ IC)IIIIAL~! mCXiNU£0 BY IIIT£111Afi(JjAL LA•. 

TH! ~S GO'I!R,..!IIl llll[ICS ~0 (HALL!IIGf TH!Sf mmiV£ CLAIMS !Y 
(OIOIIUtliiiG fR[[i)()l O' NAVIGATIOII OP!RITi(JjS IN THf GULf OF SIQRA. 

F) I. <P.f"MISSI(Jj: ..,£11 Oli!CI£C BY THf NCA. lO O[IIQISTRJH U! R!SOLV[ 
A11D CAPABILITY AGAIIISl UIYA USC!IICrJP •Jc~ COIItU::' OP!Rill~ i' 
!FiT!IIU1J(JjA~ rATER! IIIC:I;Oiloii IIHW! Of OIVIOA1J(Jj OPERA~IOO IN 
~H[ GULf Of liORI lOUT• Cf 1: 0£iil!!! lC •INUT!! NORTH 
IOOlTI(JjALLI. USCIIIC£UR •tL~ 8[ DI[P&R[Q !C (OIOIIU(! ITTACIS (Jj :IBYAII 
.. INLAIIO TAIG[T! IN l£ll'OIIl£ TC AllY "BYAII AiiiiR!lliiJ< AGAIIIlT Ul 
•ORC!l. Ill AOO!l!IJ< TC TH! GUL' Of liORI OP!RATJ(Jjl. PLAII TO CllNOUCT 
PR£S£1C£ QII[RATJ(JjS IIOIITH Of TH[ GULF l!THIN 1111) IIOV[ TH[ TRIP!Ill 
'II fOR Ill !IT£110£0 P!Rla: Of Till£ TC ![ Q[T£1111!11£0. 
!. lUI [I[CUTIOII: 

'· ~(ClJRS£ O' ACliOII: PLM FOR (OIIOUC" Of lOTH DAY A11D NIGHT 
lA. CHALL[Mi[S Of BOTH &!RSP&C£ 1110 T!IRITO!II&L S£1 ClAIM£0 !Y LIBYA 

!I [1(£SS Of :; ... OP!R&TIOIIS SlflJLC ![ PL&IIII[O NO CLOS!R TC 
:lilA THAll 1: .. . I£ PR[PU£0 TO DIOTECT (HALL[Mi!lli FOIIC!S FIOII 
:IIYU IClSTI~£ R£1~1011. 8[ PR[PIR£D TC COIIOUC~ T&C1!P STRII!S 

1110 IIAV&L GUIIF!R! li!SlOO AGA!IIll UBYU llRGtTS Ill R[SPOIIS£ TO 
All'! LIIYU IClSTIL[ ACTIOO AGAIIIST CH&LL!IIGIMi FORCES. !I 
IODITIOII TO TH[ GULF OF SIDRA Qtl£1&11011. 'LUI TO COIIIJUCT PI!S!NC£ 
OPUAT!OO IIllTH CF TH! GULf •ITHIII AIIO AIOV! TH£ TRIP!Ill FIR FOR 
U [IT!IID£D PI Rial 01 Till! TO 1£ 0£T£1111!11£D. 
I. !Ul IIAJOR CIJIBAT FOIC£S: 
1o1 I ! I lol1f Ull COIAL l£J MG. 
0 II I lol1f USS SAR&TII>I CVIG. 
lA Ill tJ!1' UI·SAS(~ ~·!l!'S. 

-I.,!DIIT£ DELIVER• ~!QU!R£0+---•-· 
•••••••••• .. ••••••..,. CUR II OUT" OF; !C[P••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

IISUI( THE IIICUWt£ ·arT AIM OOCI.J'EIW &li:: WIII!TEI (); THE 
llJlSI~E :lf •. III[~E -· 

. ' 
&=7::-. ~:~~tt svc· •r :;-;oc r:oEWftD OF~:C£11!~~ ~•.:· 
;tiFC ;;.;ii: :=:frick ...... z:.;f+ OIR!:70F ;~r?t· ~7.:.~;~ l• 

•cc cEo ctR OP!l.:, ~ttcc :u, .. s:. ?.tPI: · 
c;c! COOEdO OfF:C£RtZI DJI JS; COOEWOAO OFFlCER(:J 
IOI!C ![All CHI!FI. • 

TOTIL (0Pl£S REQUIRED :1 

~ ., ~ CT~P S:J::~Rr lSS!TS A~ .\PPP.OPRI.ITE. 
·.·:7-·. 

-Uf. ~C!IICSAC: -·,aeviiii.AERiAL R[fU[L!IIG AND AERIAL -... 
R!COIIIIAISSUC! lUPPOR~ &l R£QU£ST£0 I! lUPPOIIT£0 OR lUPPO!ITIIIG 
CDIWIO£RS. 

lA J ..... CINOIAC· '110'110£ AIRLIFT SUPPOIIT &l R[QU£ST£D !Y 
SUPPORT[t UQ/0.0 lUPPOIITIMi Ca-UD!Rl. 

<I l. (,;01 USC!NCR!C: O!PLOT FORC!l A! REQU!ST£0 II lUPPORHD 
&NDIOR SUPPORTIIIG Ca-ANO[RS. ,- - ...... 

' 

... ; 
"'11. lUI COORoiiiATIII; INSTRUCTIOIIS: 
.a 11·- 1111ICIPIT£C o-o.u: 961flJRS mu R£CmT OF E1£CUT£ 

ORDER. 
1.t W (Jif &IITIC!PATED L£11GTH 01 O!'£RATIOII: lilT lOll£ THAll II 

lflJRl lN TH[ GULf OF SIDRA. 
>Jo Ill I~ OUR&TIOII Of QP[R&TIOIIS I1111£0!TEIRU£AII: lBO. 

1 U. ¢. PROPOSED IOE: 
"'IAI I~P[A(£Til[ IUL£S Of [lliAG[M[IIl AR[ Ill [FF!CT. 
1o1 ill (Jel lUIIU: AliT R£QUIR!O AOJUSTII[IITS 011 ADOITIOIIS TO 

JCl FOR IICA IPPIIO'I&l. 
II< lUI DIRLAUTH &LCOII: IHP JCS INFOIIII£D. 

6. lUI AOl!MISTRATIOII Alit L(X;ISTICS. 
" A . .ot1"'AIRLIFT PRIOR!Tl: Ill. 

B. IU! FUIIDIMi WILL lilT 1£ PIIO'IID£0 BY JCS. PAR!IIT SERVICES OF 
EIECUTIMi FORCE! •IL~ FUIID OP£RAT!OIIl. CIMWIOUl AIID AGUCI£5 
SlflJLO !!Gill TO CAPTURE [IP£1DTTUR!S IY CATEGORY. 

"' C. JAf R[POIT!Mi: CDIWIO£Rl AR£ &UTIClRI!£D TO US£ OPR£P I 
R£POIITIIIG. lUPPOII'T£0 COIUJI![R SlflJLD B£GIII SIIIIITT!Mi DAILY 
SITR!PS TO JC! UPOII R!C!IPT OF THIS 01111£1. R!PORTS SlflJLC ![ AS 
OF 06002 O•IL• TC ARRIVE IL: llOOl O•IL!. O[TI!L[D AFTEHCTII:W 
REPORTS SlflJLO B! SU61':lT£0 IS fOLLCWl: f!ISl I"PR[SSIOIIS. !I 

11 
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- ~ED•~·M£~~ c= oec£~s: 
w:S ~£SSAGE :£~~£~ 

=. :s-
: :!:~::: ;~\ !: :r:J 
=• ;:~ dS•·<tfJ":t, :: :;:~ 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
"CS MESSAGE CENTER 
•••EXCLUSIVE••• 

FLASH ZYUW RUEKJCS6016 0082311 
Z 082311Z JAN 86 ZFF4 
.F~ JCS WASHINGTON OC//CJCS// 
TO USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN CE//ECDC// 
INFO USN~ SHAPE BE 

SUBJ: ATTAIN OOCU~ENT (U) 
REFS: A. JCS 0800~9Z JAN 86 

B. USCINCEUR 081100Z JAN 86 

, FRO~ GEN KELLEY, ACJCS 

I. (U) APPRECIATE YOUR CO~ENTS AND RECO~ENDATIONS CONCERNING 
OPERATION ATTAIN DOC~ENT. FOLLOWING RESPONSES ARE KEYED TO 
SUBPARAGRAPHS OF PARAGRAPH I, REF B: 
~ A. ~YOUR REQUEST FOR 2~-HOUR EXTENSION OF THE SUSPENSE FOR 

CO~NDER'S ESTIKATE IS APPROVED. REQUEST AS DETAILED A CONCEPT 
OF OPERATIONS AS POSSIBLE UNDER THE TI"ELINES. 
B. ~y SEPARATE "ESSAGE, YOUR RECO""ENDED OPTIONS FOR 

UL OPERATION PRAIRIE FIRE WILL BE APPROVED FOR FURTHER PLANNING 
AND WE WILL REQUEST A DETAILED STRIKE PLAN FOR THAT OPTION. 
UPON JCS APPROVAL OF THE STRIKE PLAN, PRAIRIE FIRE SITREPS WILL 
BE DISCONTINUED. ADDITIONALLY, YOUR RECO~ENDATION TC "ODIFY 
THE DAILY SITREP REQUIRE"ENT TO READ "AS OF 0600Z DAILY TO 
ARRIVE NLT 1200Z DAILY" IS APPROVED. A IIODIFICATION TO JCS 
~RNING ORDER WILL CONTAIN THIS CHANGE. - · ---J

1
r · r~, 

~:. ~~-
.-~ f" 

.~:~~- ~~-~-~ 

-

---I~EOIATE REQUIREDIIIII I I 1 I I I I 

****************** CLERK/DUTY OFFICER************************* 
INSURE THE Nl "ATTAIN DOCU"ENT" ARE WRITTEN ON THE 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I OUTS I DE OF THE ENVELOPE I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

ACTION TEA~ SVC(I) J1-JOD CODEWORD OFFICER~15) 
INFO DIRECTOR JOIN STAFF (I) N~CC DEP 01 OPSlll 

CJCS CODEWORD OFFICER(2) 

(II) 

' J 



JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHING TOH. D.C. 20l01 

~1>1 "3·SI. 
JCSM 4-86 

11 January 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

Subject: 

·:· .. 

. i 

Demonstration of US Resolve and Capability 
Against Libya P'51 " 

,,·•.:-

.. 
·~ .. 

··~ ..... 
. ·; .· 
. \': 

. ' 

. '"I..''· 
· .... •' 

..... 
·• '··· 

.>.';. 

Classified by CJCS 
Declassify on OADR 

• 
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to your tasking to develop a plan 
and capability against Libya, the 

.~ .. 

-~ 

2 

("'.--________ ::--

· ... 1. 

to 

. . ·~ .. 

~1=·: 

't 
~·~ .. ;.~ 
-~ . 

Joint Chiefs 

.-.··~··-·· 
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s. ~If this timing is not acceptable, 
could be conducted 16 days after movement 
to the USS AMERICA CVBG. 

the three-cvBG 
instructions 

operation 
are issued 

3 
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Por the Joint Chiefs of Staff: 
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1111\EOIATE 
0 131855Z JAN 86 
Fll JCS WASHINGTON DC//J3/J33// 
TO USCINCLANT NORFOLK VA 

USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE 
USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI 
CINCSAC OFFUTT AFB NE 
OIRNSA FT GEORGE G IIEADE 110 · 

INFO CSA WASHINGTON DC 
CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
CIA WASHINGTON DC 
USNIIR SHAPE BE 
CJNCUSNAVEUR LONDON UK 

IF I CATION 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
JCS MESSAGE CENTER 

ZYUW RUEKJCS6963 0131855 

USCINCCENT IIACDILL AFB FL 
CINCIIAC SCOTT AFB IL 
USCINCRED IIACDILL AFB FL 

DC 
CIIC WASHINGTON DC 
OIA WASHINGTON DC 
DIIA WASHINGTON DC 
CINCUSAFE RAIISTEIN AB GE 

REFS: A. JCS 082139Z JAN 86--REQUEST FOR 0 
B. JCS 312234Z DEC 85--ALERT ORDER 

STRIKE PLAN 

~ C. USCINCPAC 110135Z JAN 86 (NOTAL) 
I. ~ THIS IIESSAGE CONFIRIIS IIOOIFICATIONS TO NCA GUIDANCE 
PRE~JOUSLY PASSED SEPARATELY TO SOliE ADDRESSEES BY OTHER IIEANS. 
2. ~FOR USCINCEUR: REQUEST DETAILED STRIKE PLANNING (REF A) 
ARRIVE JCS NLT 171000Z JAN &6. 
3. (U) REf B IS IIODIF lED AS FOLLOWS: 

A."~ ADO TO PARA 58 (IIAJOR COIIBAT FORCES): USS SARATOGA CVBG __ _ --- --- ~ -·::s~. - ·.:-~c-· ·---- ... _---: --_-_} 
_:~;£.~ -~~: . ---- : . ··, /.~. 

·~o ... .(.et" FOR USCINCEUR: IN LIEU DF CURRENT DAILY PRAIRH FIRE AND 
ATTAIN DDCUIIENT SITREPS. REQUEST SITREPS TWICE EACH WEEK WITH A 
REPORTING TillE AS OF 1200Z EVERY IIONDAY AND FRIDAY. EACH SITREP 
SHOULD COVER THE PERIOD SINCE THE LAST SUBIIISSION AND PROJECT 

_!NTICIPATED OPE~giONS/EVENTS UNTIL T1:_:NEXT SUBII.ISSION. 

-~- . .-,~ . : 
-~---· { ·.· ·. 

-·-.. ,i ... ·· .,- . 

-1k . f·· 
L om: -dAD.<:"R~e~-~--..... ...._, _ 

.. :: 

.. \~--. 

__ ....,..-++IIIIIEOIATE DELIVERY REQUIREO....,.. ...... -t+++<-+-+ 

ACTION (~ 
INFO IR~CTOR JOINT STAFF (1) 

NIICC DEP DIR OPS(J\ NIICC CIA/NSA REP(:) 
CJCS COD,WOP.O OFFICE~(~) Cil• JS.; CODEWORD OFFICER(2) 

I 
i 

·&~•9601~ ·~91~! COS~•MA~SBG 
PAGE ~ :JF 1 

"-!, ·- ~ ~' • • 7 -- • • ;· .. ::. -~ ':::·· ~: .·,-. 

131855Z .JAN 8€ 



C:JPV 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
"CS MESSAGE CENTER 

rliSH ZDIW RU!IJCSIS59 D17llD7 
: i1::c!: JA~ 85 zrF4 
'" JCI WASHIII:ii!JO DCIICJCS// 
TG ~s:tw:LIIIT IIJIIFO'.I VA 

USC IIC[UR VA!Hlll:i[l G! 
C II( SAC OFFun AFB I! 
;(A IAl!tlll:iT!JO IX 

liFO Ul.IOO' l!tAP! 8! 

USCIICCHIT MACDill lF8 fL 
USCIICPAC OOOI.ULU HI 
DliiSA FT G!OIIG! G M!AD! MD 

IS M1 OP!UTIIII AnAJI IU\Jitll MISSllll DIR!CTIV! AID 
IS "''--:··:rOll' PLaallr;. TH! S!CR!TAI'I Of D[f[ISI ltA.I APPIMD 
AL!Rlllli FORC!S fOil !I!CiflliJI Of THIS •lllliJI Dli!CTIYL R!I;IIEST 
SuPPORT!D CCIIIAIO!I"S G!IIIAL CIJICIPT Of OP!RlTIIIIS liiD MlllliJI 

~IIIJ>.IIIQIIS_Ifl(R I!CE(PliTHIS •ESSNiE . .'lfO JCS. 

. £ . 

l. "II ""D. •-•w•~'•n• • ~""' ~~· LIBYA. UltliCIUI WILL ~ OPIUTIIJIS 10 IEIP LIIYAV AlliED 
FORCES IIIC!ITAII AS TO Ill llfliii!IJIS. AID l!Gill" LIIYAV. IUROPIAV 
AID lUI Clll!IYIIS IIIII IH! Ulllll IH! CUIIILIIY AVO THE Will TO 
COIDUCI •tLIIIIY STII!IS. If IICISSARY. 

~!I!CUTIIJI. """"":' 

l . ·ti ·· .. 
- lA III.J.Iii"'UU''II COIPL!TIIJI Of IIUAL CYIG IM!D IQtuP liCit AS! 

Till T!IIPO Of OP!Illlllll WITHII TH[ TRIPOLI FIR mH DAY MID 
116111 AIR Ill! SUlfitE COIUIAVI OP!IAT!IJIS. CARIIIIS l!tOUlD 
I!Ull WTSID! TH! FIR IIUR!IIi THIS P!Rllll. PLAV 10 COII!VC! 
OP!IAT!IIIS Ill !llllll IIIII 11110011 JAW 16. 

&,A Ill .t.l5'f"ll PI!PIR!D TO COOICI All AID/011 SURIIC! 
PU!TUTIOIS Of ILLIIilll Y IICISS!V! liiYAV CUIH!D 
IIIRIT:IIIIL SUS AID AJISPICI II IH! GULF Of S!DU a!LDV l:· 
Jill 

~c: 1 j,Mf IE PI!PIJ!D TO !II CUI! OP!IllliJI PRllRI! flAI. 

r•svc II" RICIJIRIC 
••••C~P[CHL' COf-1•••• 

+++++"1-.[D!IT[ DILIY!IIY lltlllllo-++-• 
•••••••n•••••••··~CL£1tl1DtiT\ orr!C(J'"""''''''"'''''"''' 

!ISUIE IH[ mUNII "IITAII DOCUM!IT" IRE dtn£1 !JO TH! 
,._._, .. ,._.. MSJD[ OF THE flni(LOPf ,.,._, ... ,.......,.. ... 

ACTIIJI TI• SYC(IJ Ill(( CUIISA liP! II t I.•• 
C;tS Clll!lf.IIO OffiCER I !I OlA JSJ Clll!'«<RD OlflCERC It 

INFO Dli!ClOII J·l;!o JHRC Clll!lf.IIO OI'IC!Rtlt 
JJttc~Oti ~0111 Si.lrF• :, JJ·J® n:x::!lBt· o~f Ibf~•I'. 
•C~ !)[f CIF 0PS•1• •tC HNI' (Hl(h I• 

1). 8 R!f"" 1W011 COIUT FORCES: 
Ill USS COIIAL SIA CYIG. 
Ill UlS SARATa;A CYIG. 
Ill SUPPORT ASS!TS AS l(tlJIR£0. 

C. IUl COOIIIUUT!IIi IISTROCT!IJIS. 
jA Ill fXI"!IP!CT£0 D DIY: 11110011 JAI 16. 
, 1 Ill l.Wr UTICIPAT!D l!lliTH Of OI'!IAT!OI: lilT 101! TIIII!O 
""DIYS PEIIII!Ii LlBYAV R[lPOIS!. 
&.f. Ill llii"JJUUTIOI Of OPIRATIIJil II II!DITURAI!AV: TBD. 
t). Ill t:H!"RUL!l Of [II;H;£.[11: 
-' Ill ~!IC£TIJI! 10( II EffECT. 
k. lit l.le'1"SIIlllll lin R!tlJIR!D AD.llli'IIIIIS Ill IIIDITIOIS TO 

JCS fPII ICA AI'P10VIl. 
(.( (5) !Xl 11J1 It! Of Ill! IT I IIlii TO CtJIX.tT fllliHI !WrU TilliS 

II Tlt£ TRIPOLI fiR Will I! fll!D fill fllliHI OP!UTIIJIS 
ASSO:lAT(D WITH THIS JISSIIJI. 
C&l IUl DIILJUIH ILCIJI: l[[P JCS llfa.£0. 

6. lUI AOIIIISTUTIIJI Alii LILISTICS. 
A. CUI ftii)IJii WILL IIJI 8! PIIWIII[D IY JCS. Plllll S!IYIC!S Of 
[I[CUTIE FORC!S WILL fill! I)P(UTIIJIS. ~IS Alii IGliCIIS 
SIOAD.!£&11 TO CAl'TUl( UP£11HTUIU IY CITfGOIY. 

lol_l. Ill" II POOlE: Ill l!f. aJIIIIII(I5 Ill IUIJIIIIZ!D TO US£ 
OPI!P I R!POOIS. SUPI'OITtO aJIIIIII(t Slalll SIIII£T DoiiLI 
SITR!Pl TO JCS 1J101 IIC!In Of THIS OIDU. l(i'OOS SlllllD I! AS 
Of DIIODI OAILI TO lftiY!IlT IZODZ Ollll. D!TAIL!D lfT!R·ICTIOI 
REPORTS llllJ1.D II SIJJIIJTT!D AS FClLDVS: FIIST IIIPIESSIOIS. II 
lOIIlS Afl[R COIPL£Tilll If THIS IISSICII; ClllllllC&I If ICTIIJIS. 
1; IQII1 AFT[I COIPI.£TIIJI: Alii L[SSIJI$ L£11110. 7 Qlllli DAYS 
arm JIIIPL!T Ull. 

&( C...it'f"OPS!C AID OfC!nJIJI: SIMI$£ IS fSS£11111 fiJI 
IIIIJIII!Ii Ill LOSSES. PUSIIEL WILL 1£ lll!f!D Ill OPSIC 
PRIXEDUIES. IIIIICITOIS lltiDt VILL CIJIW(Y Ill mEITIIJIS WILL II 
GITOfiO Alii liQIUI I! CLOS!ll CIJITRClUD. 

~ 0 . .lf1'"PIIILIC Afflll5 GUIOAICl. PIIILIC AffiiiS 6UIOAIC! WILL 
I!UII CLASSIFI!D Clllll D!CLASSifllD IY JCS. llf-TIIJI lilT 
SPECif!Cilll R!UAS£D WILL I!UII CLASSIFI£0. PIIILIC I!LEAS! Of 
THIS llf-TIIII IS IIJI II/IIIJRI!ID. PIIILIC Ill) IIDII tlJ(II!S 
SlllllD I! TIUI Alii l(fllllD TO DJSIPII !..at T1f ..CC. 
IIIDITICIIILLY. 111'111 [I(CUIIIJI. PIDIIIII[. IY fASTfST 1(115 
POSSIBLE. Plt!fOS£0 PASSJYI PI Pl.ll TO IICLIIII STATDIIT Ill) 
I:USTIIJIS AID IISll£15 ClliCfiiJS OP!UTICIIIL ASP£as Of •JSSIIII 
Fill US£ 11 IISI'IJISI TO (UIY IY DJSIPII Ill) ICA. 

7. lUI ~AID CIJITilL. 
l.t I . .lf1'"11t£R! CRITICAL COIUIICIT!IIIS.I!DJICfS All 11)1 SATJSfllD 

IY AISI(IJJE 01 SIIMJITIE CIIITS. Til SIIMJITlD CIIIIIIDII 
SIQILD YILIDoll! Alii - tlClSt l(tlJJI(IIITS Ill JCS 10' 167. 
I!(UST FIJI SIIMJIT SlllllD 1£ PIJCIIITil!D IY SIIMJIT£0 
ttJMI,I[I . 

Lo( I lf!'CIIIIIIIIliUITIIIISIIIPS. USCIIC!UI IS T1tl SIJP'OIT£D 
aJIIIIII(J. •. UlC!ICLAVT. USCJICC£11. USC!ICPIC. AID CIICSAC. All 

~IS_. _011 AIIIISA Ill SIIMIITIIIi IIG!ICl!S. 

•fi···.,.;-
PAG£ 1 OF' 1 
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FLASH 
Z 291819Z JAN 86 

ZYUW RUEKJCSI287 0291819 

F~ JCS WASHINGTON DC//J3// 
TO USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE 
INFO USN~ SHAPE BE .· 

... 
SUBJ: ~DIF IRIE FIRE ~ 
REFS: A. USCINCEUR 2 12 fLED STRIKE DATA 

B. JCS 082139Z JAN FOR DETAILED STRIKE 
,.. C. JC:S 31223loZ DEC ORDER 

I.~ THIS MESSAGE CONFI MODIFICATIONS TO NC:A GUIDANCE 

PLAN 

COPY NUMBER·--~-~ 
~ru;~ 

_ PREV.1,9J!S~~X.J~ASS.fP.. ~rr:fHERJ1MN!:,.... . .. . ..:,~ .,.. , ........ , .. , ..•. ........ ~.,,.,..,. . 

. ··:: .. 
. ·· .... 

..... 

t 

• 
·. 

.. 

' 

............... IMEOII.TE DELIVERY REQUIREDIIIIIIIIIIII 

MCN•I6029/05652 TOR•B6029/1119Z 

• ... 

• 

(~,C) 

TAD•B60211/ 112 1 Z 

:,;;;_-; 

t 
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WORKING PAPER 
DESTROY WHEN NO ~ONGER NEEDED 

1 

(U) Background Paper for the Chai~man, JCS, for information 
1.\ 

I • J,.:ll9r"' SUBJECT. 
I. • 

Libyan Anti-sh!P Missile 
Operations~~ 

Threat to US FIR/FON 

INTERNAL STAFF PAPER 
RELEASE COVERED BY 
JCS MOP 39 ,.,., 
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.· 
FYI: 

~ 
-~IOWA presently inport Norfolk. scheduled underway 18 

Feb for Caribbean PLEETEX and CENTAM presence ops through 
12 March. IOWA will transit Panama canal 24 Feb for 
EASTPAC ops. 

- ~ Participation in Libyan FON 23-29 March would require 
departure from Norfolk NLT 10 March. Additionally should 
have minimum of 2 wks prep for Med deployment in Norfolk, 
i.e., should leave Caribbean to arrive Norfolk NLT 25 Feb 
or be held in Norfolk ·now. Tab B shows BBBG sked. 

APPROVED BY ----------- DIRECTOR, J-3 

--------------- DIRECTOR, JOINT STAFF 

Prepared ~-~·-_ .. ·-. ': ~ 

•, !:" .. ... ,;t .... 

-··- ·.· ... ~;.:·~· . \ 

'• l 

' 
: _.;._.-- I' 

' I 
Attachments 

TAB A--DIA Memorandum for the Chairman, JCS, 15 February 1986 
TAB B--BBBG SAG Schedules 

~· •• 
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OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN 
THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

.,..., ...... ,OM.DC. JIDDI 

CH-182-86 
27 February 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OP DEFENSE 

SUBJECT: Mediterranean Operations (Ul 

1. ~ During the past several months, elements of EOCOM have 
operated inside the Tripoli FIR on two separate occasions. 
During the period 23-29 March, EOCOM will conduct a deliberate 
Freedom of Navigation challenge below 32 degrees 30 minutes North 
using both air and surface elements. This PON challenge will 
involve elements of three carrier battle groups and will be 
deliberately planned and executed. 

2. ~In the intervening period between 27 February and 
23 March, the Chiefs recommend that the EOCOM Commander be given 
maximum flexibility in conducting operations off the coast of 
Libya with the following constraints: 

a. No Freedom of Navigation challenge will be conducted 
during this period nor will any elements of the force operate 
south of 32 degrees 30 minutes North. 

b. The decision to file a Notification of Intent (NOI) 
will be left to the EUCOM Commander. 

c. All elements of the EUCOM force are authorized to 
operate within the Tripoli FIR at the discretion of the EUCOM 
Commander. 

d. Normal peacetime Rules of Engagement will apply, with 
the addition of the following three ROE: 

"\---

,"·: 

·' --. . . 
; i,, ' 
}j ..... ' • .. 
~~ I ' . . , ' 

/ -~: . . ,,_ . 
. ,·i. 

J< . 
-~- '· . 

.. ,. ' 

.. , 
-._. $t _- -_-- ~rr~-; -

-1l - r . &_'· .. ·.· 
~------ . ...:...3S1l: ------ J.::: 

-~;::.:. 

' ·::: -·-/r .. -.,. 
·..:. . . ~-

··. .·.:"' 
--. _....,. _______ -- ---------

These are the same ROE which have been in effect for the 
previous two F!R operations. 

CLASSIFIEO BY: CJCS 
OECLASIFFY ON: OAOR 

. ' 

COYP NO ~ . - ' . .. ~- ...... ' .-- ~' 

J 
J 



I._._, 

.· 

\). 
3. ~CINCEOR will continue to be prepared to conduct 
retaliatory operations against Libya within 48 hours of an ezecute 
order in response to either linkable terrorist acts or hostile 
acts of aggression committed against OS forces. 

11-, 
4. ~ Request approval of the above as soon as possible. 

~. cf::.;( 
Joint Staff 

· .. --

.. . . 
' 



OEPARTME~T ~FENSE 
~CS MESSAGE CENTER 

FLAS!" ITUN RU!lJCS9l7l OS9001l ~FOR Dll!lSA: 
: 110015! FEB li 
r• JCS v•SHJIGTON DCiiCJCS/i 
:~ USCIICLlHT IIOIIFOU Vl 

USCINCEUi YliHINGEN G! 
us: INCPl( HONOLULU Hi 
CINC.IlC OHUTI lFS I! 
DIA v•SHIIGTON DC 

USCIIICC!IT UCDllL AFI FL 
CIIIOI.IC SCOTT lFB ll 
USCIIICA!D MACDILL lFE FL 

INFO USIIIi SHAP! B! 
CllCUSAF! R'"lTEIN lB G! CD<SIITHHT 

IIOCliiEIT liB CMCI!UlT 
JCS Ollllll Jll U 1101 WAIIIIIIG OIIIJU··lTTAII DOCIJIEITI 

I. UlCllltEUJ 10111101 Jill U ICOIWIIER'S UTIJIATI··lTTAll 
OOC1JIEITl 
C. Jts 3111071 Jll II lll!IT OIIIJ!R··lTTlll ~!IT II/JIII 
D. USCIIIC!UI lltiZDOl FEB U IOI'R!P·I/ITTlll OOCIJI[IT 1¥1 
OPOIID• 
!. JCS Dllllll FEB U caTTlJ~ DOCIJIIIT II•. JIB •• m 
EI!CUTE ORDU.• 
f. USCIIt!UR 0911151 fEB li I[I[CUTE ORDER • lTTlll DOCIJIEIT 
Ill. Ill. liD III• 

lAG. II) USIUCOIID ll·IT lUI. I S!P l.i 
I .M!f"TH! SECR!TlRY OF D!f!IS! HA.l DIRECTED Cllt!LUTIOL OF 
lTTUI DCCUUIT II IIAVO OP!RlTIIJIS SCIIEIIULED FOR 1-1 URCH 191$. 
CIJITIIU! PLIIIIIG fOil lTTlll OOCIJI[IT III OI'EIATIOIS IIURIIG THI 
P[AJOO 23·19 URCH Ill$. IDDJTIOIIALLY. I! PA!PAA!D TO C!IIOOCT 
oP~:JRJ[ Ill! ll HOURS IFTER A!C!IPT Of !IECUT! ORD£1. 
i. L oPEIATIOIS II TH! C!ITUL M!DIT!ARII!lll AR! T~ I! 
RESUMED VITHII THI fOlLDIIIG GUIDfLII!S: 

a ILL ELEMEITS OF THE EUIIOI'!II C- liE lUTICIII !lED TO 
oPERA!! VITHII THI TRIPOLI FIR IBOY! ll·lDilT THE DISCR!'TICII OF 
USCIIC!Ui. 
I TH! DECISION TO fll! l IO!Jf!CAT!CJ. OF IITEIT 11011 TD 
COIDUCT FLIGHT DP!IlTIOIS II THE T!IPOLI FIR WILL I! LE•; TO 
USCIIt!UR. 
C. fRHIIOI 01 IIYIGATICJ. CHAlL!IG!S IELDI 31-301 II THE GULf Of 
SIDRA WILL lOT IE CIJIDUCTED . ._L!SS SPECIFICALLY DIR!CT!D BY 
IICA/JCS .. 

--llt!EDilT! DfLIYEIIY RE~1RED+ ........... 
•••••••••••••••••• ~(l[RI/Dli1Y ()Jf ICER••••••• .. •••••••••••••••• 

INSURt THE lmliif! "AnliN DCCUMEIIT" lR! Y111TTEI C1i TH! 
•••-••• ... ++++ MSJDC Of TH[ EltYElOP[ .... 

lCT!OII Dll JSJ COOEYORJ: Off JCERil• IMI 

l~;c I• IOOIC T!ll! CHIEf( !I 
O!R!CTDI' J·loJ 1 OIRECTOi JOINT S!Affll• 
IOOCC D!P DIR OPS• !I CJCS C00£110110 Off IC!RI II 

FOR 

. PaGE , or , 
280015Z FER 86 



ATTAIN DOCIJQT lfERATIOitS 

. PURPOSE:·. - PROVIDE INFORMTION ON ATTAIN OOCIIENT OPERATIONS • ·• . 
• 

- OBTAIN DECISION ON ATTAIN OOCIIDT II 8 OPERATIONS 
1-lf MRCH EXECUTE ORDER 

';!,.··· 

·. 



AllAIN QOCIJQT OPERATIONS 

II 8: FIR OPERATIONS 1-4 ftAR 86 

. ISSUES - NOI 

- CV SOUTH «F 311-20N 

- LITTORAl COUNTRY NOTIFICATION ·. 



.') 

ATTAIN I!OCliQJ II B FIR QPS 

ISSUES ALTERNATIVES 

1. NOI - DO NOT FILE CUSCJNCEUR PREFERRED> 
- FILE FOR EXTENDED PERIOD 280001Z FEB - 052359Z ftAR 

- LITTORAL COUNTRY NOTIFICATION PROBLEM WITH NOT FILING 

2. CV SOUTH - FIR OPS TO DATE CV'S ABOVE 34-20 
OF 31f-20N - AID Ill CV<S> IN FIR ·. 

- USCINCEUR REQUESTED RELAXATION OF FIR OPS CONSTRAINTS FOR CV'S 
TO OPERATE BETWEEN 34-20N AND 33-lfON 

... 



.· .. ,· .. . . :. 

· .. - ... 
. . ..;. ~,~ 

··•· .. 

JCS-AePROVED SUfaD£ . ~NIN. 

.· 
·,'. 

·,··· 
::.;;.· 
;. ; 

'• ,: 

Rff CFIR QPS Ol.ll 

.. ·.· 

·. 

.. · . . ~:· 
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ATTAIN DOCliOT III OPERATIONS 

Ill: FON OPERATIONS 23-29NAR 86 

ISSUES - Tl~~ OF OPERATION 

- TlftEFRNIE Of CHALLENGE<S> 
·. 

-ROE 



I 

AWIN IIOCUfENJ Ill EON ops 

i : ISSUE 
Tlf£FRAIE - DURATION «F ENTIRE OPERATION - NOW BOUNIED 23-29 MR 

OF OPS 
-----

Tlf£FRAIE - PERIODIC EXCURSIONS AS DEIERftiNED BY C~IXTHFLT 
OF FON 

... ' .. : ·: 

. . '; . ::. ,-.. 

- ---~- ---------- ~----------·--·---· ---

• 
' . ' 



RILES Of EIM9QT 

SUPfi..EIQIAI. fEASURES 
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AllAIN DOCliENJ III 

CONCEPT OF OPS 
19 MR - FILE NOI FOR 210001Z-312359Z 

· 21/22 ftAR - CVB6 WORKUPS/TRANSITION FROft ~ TO ONED 

.. --: -· ~ ... : ·--~ . ·:_ ..... ___ ;~;;·:~~--:'-.:: . 

.. . .. ~::·· 

·.·· .. · 
-~- ... . . . 

. . ' • . . ' . ·'.'_·:.: .. , ·-- o.::-. ~-
,.--: , .. ': 

. ~ :-~~ ' . 

. -~~};:_:: -~.: ;· 

-. ·- . '·' 
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. . . ~~: 
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~~- .. ···------·--·" .... ·-···------~·-
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CONCEPT OF 0PS CON'T 

1800 21f00 0600 1200 1800 21f00 
CY Fl I SCHEDtl.ES 

- NORTH OF 32-30N 
-- SARATOGA 22~5-1100 
-- AftERICA 1100-2315 

2245 1100 

2ll5 . 1100 
-- CORAL SEA 0~15-17~5 

0415 1745 

- SOUTH OF 32-30N . 
-- SARATOGA 1915-1100 I 1Jo 1915 
-- AKERICA 1100-02~5 1Jo oAs 
-- CORAL SEA 02~5-1915 

0245 1915 



.... ·. 

---

. OF QPS <CONJ'D> CONCEPT 

· . 
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IIIIIEDIATE 
0 031844Z FEB 86 ZFF4 
F~ JCS WASHINGTON OC//CJCS// 
TO USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE 

DEPARTMENT OF OE~E~SE 
•cS MESSAGE CENTER 

ZYUW RUEKJCS2515 0341853 

USNM SHAPE BE 

AN ALERT ORDER CALLING FOR FIR 
OPERATIONS BY TWO CVBGS DURING THE PERIOD 10-14 FEB 86. AS WITH 
ATTAIN DOCU~ENT I, THESE OPERATIONS SHOULD BE CONDUCTED NORTH OF 
32 DEGREES 30 ~INUTES NORTH WITH AN NOI FILED NOT E~RLIER THAN 48 

.JiOURS PRIOR TO CQI\!I[!j_C I NG OPE RAT I_ONS. 

.. ~: ::~ 
.. .-; . ..:. 

·.·. 

•.; 

i .·.··1 

·.:-?~, .. ..,, 

'!::~~
.{·~~f. 

: .. _, 
··::;;. . 

.. :··'. 

i~ 
··. /-~-;~. 
.. ',J),)! ·- ' 

... , 
.-~.: '· .. 
.,. ... 

·.--
"-S~ I WilL KEEP YOU POSTED AS EVENTS HERE. IN TURN, 

WILL BE DISCUSSING WITH SECDEF YOUR PLANS FOR FON'S, ETC., ANO ANY 
ADVICE YOU "IGHT HAVE ON FIR OPS, FON PENETRATION OR RETALIATORY 
STEPS. 
6.~~ I APPRECIATE THE GREAT WORK THAT YOU AND YOUR STAFFS HAVE 
DONE IN PLANNING AND EXECUTING OPERATIONS THUS FAR. 

_......,_IMEOIATE DELIVERY REQUIREDttttttlltttt 

:.:-

****************** CLERK/DUTY OFFICER************************* 
INSURE THE NICKNA"E "ATTAIN DOCUI\ENT" ARE WRITTEN ON THE 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I OUTS I DE OF THE ENVELOPE I I I I I II I' I I'' I I I I I I I 

ACTION TER~ SVC(I) CJCS CODEWORD OFFICER(2) 
INFO DIRECTOR JOINT STAFF (l) J3-JOO CODEWORD 

N~CC OEP OIR OPS(I) 

(I\, C) 
Off1CER(I5) 

' I ' I I ] 
COPY NUMBER---1----

MCN•86034/04111 T0-•81034/18531 TA0•86034/,925Z CDSN·~~134 

r::; PAGE 1 0' 1 "'.,'A•"'" re-n ro-



~E~AR·w~~7 o: -J~,~~S~ 
~:S MESSAG~ CE~T(: 

[ ~:) .. 
I : c;I~J:: r~: :~ :r;! 

Fll' JC! il!~o;J~-~ ~:t.:J:S 

t:S:lh~t:.a.· J;')I!'-Jll V! 
•;S:J\:t•J' V:OIHI,..-rJi Cit 
~S:!Irl~?t.C to.::;J.'C~'.I~~.: to! 
:!h::St..~ o;:c; Hs ~~~~ 
: IL ·~~!'ill(, TOP; :: 

:li'C t:S,..~ s~.u~ E 
:Iom•rr ~'"SH :o 1.6 G! 

:..-sc:li::-!•( •::::l •. r,;s FL 
:I~tt•t: sc:·~ ·,:~ ~~ 

:.:SCI"':~£:· •.:.c:q~~ t.f~ 'L 

R£fl. A. JCS 0!!3161 JAil 16 11100 IARIIM; OR,(P--ITTAIO IXXlJO!ITo 
6. USCIIC£Ur. 1011001 JAii 16 t(()OWfQfi"S !!TIIoAl!--ATUII 
IXXIII!Wl, 
C. JCS 3111011 JAil 16 tALER! ORO!R--AllAII IXXIJO!Il II' 
0. US:INCEUA 0611001 HI 16 tOPA!P-1/ATTAII IXX!JO!IIl 1110 
01'0110> 

- !".!. It;) USfUC()I !C SS-ll .. ,(IIO!>. I SEP ll 
i ··'" .... ·. · .. 

.;:t ] · .... ..~: .. 
... ~.;.~·· . . ~~~l·. ·, 

'"i' ~S!TUATI!JI. li6U. siMC; THE ;r OECEII!P IllS l[RIIOJII!l 
ITTACIS AT THE IIOIE AIID VI!IIIIA lll!AIIA:IOIR~ AIAPOITS. HAS 
ESCALATED TUSI!Jil liTH THE US. VERBAl ATTI(lS HAVE AECUITLY 
lSCAlAT!O TO IIICLUO( THREATS or TERRORIST A[!IV!TI!I OIA!Cl!O 
AGAIIll THE US AIIO EUAOPIAI ALLIES. ADIIITIOIRLL•. 00 ll JAIIUAAY 
LIIU COOIIUCT!O A MIG-Il llllii(EPI Of AI LUIII!O US !A-ll 
SUIVEILLAIICE AIICRAfl COOIIUCTIIIG ROUTIIE OPEIAT IOOS OUTSIDE THE 
TA IPCtl.l f ~!GifT !lfORIIATIOI A!GICJI All A IO IXXIJO(IT PA!Sf II([ 
OP!AA'ICJI!. COIOUCT!O liTH T.O C~ II THE TRIPOLI f!F 11-l! JAii 
It. APPEAR TO KAV[ MAO !DOE IIOO[IATIIIG IMPACT 00 THE WIIR,_EIT OF 
liW. HOI!V!i. LilY£ DOES COITIIIUE TC PERSIST Ill lll[[,I.LLY 
CLAIMING llllEAUTIOIRL rATERS Ill) AIR!'ACE II THE GULf or s;ORA 
SO!lTH Ql li-30 IIllTH AS Ill!- rAIIR! AIC AIASPAC! 
l. "'.J1i' IISSICJI. COITIIU! TO 0!110115TRAT! US R!50lV! AID ClP-slll!Y 
IGAIII>T LIIU. USCIIC!UI WILL COIIIUCT OP!RATIOI! TO l!EP LIIYAII 
Akl!~ fOIC!l UIC!RTAIII AS TO US IIT!MTIOI! AID liGIAL Llllll. 
EUIOP!AI. AID AlAI OBS!RV!I5 THAT TH[ US MAl THI R!SOLV£ AID 
(APAIILITI TO COIDUCT I!Lilm STAll!; IF I!CIS!AAY. fURIHIR, fOil 
ATTAII IXXIJOEI! Ill AIID Ill: COIDUCT AIR U10 5UifAC! PP.!5111C! 
OP!IAIIDIS II Til( IRIPOL! fiR IIOII.TH Of 11-301. fOI ATTAII DOCIJOIIT 
11:: COOl\:! fl!f()(JI Of IAVIGATICJI OP!IAIICill 51lJTM or li·lOI IN 
TH[ GUlf 01 SIDRA TO CHAI.UIIG! ILLEGAl LIIUI CLAIIS 01 llll!IIIAL 
rAI!RS Ill) AII51'ACE. 
•. IU• !I!CUTICJI. · 
A~ ITUII IXXUI!IIl II~· (OIDUC' !If.; CV!~ P~!S!ICI OP!AUIOI!! 
It: ThE TPJPCIU 'I~ .:tRT~: 0' l!·lO. fP.CJI !: ~rt~~ :: ·r£~ ~6 
~ ~ I!T&III OOCl•U.l li!· Bi PIJPIJ[!" -;: ~();;4.1(~ TV~ (Vfi\; 

,._IIIEOIAT! OELIY!I!'f I!()JII!D-.,-
''""'''"'''''''- CUJIIIDUT• Of~J~(JIIIIIUIUtllllllllllltllt 

I15URE 1>.! IICU'"I -mA!I OO:IJ'EIIT- AP( t1:TT£• Qfo T•E 
.................. MSID! OF T~£ liii\'El:P! ••••••••••••••u•••• 

ac: I~ T! .. SVCI I • CJC! COO!IIOIIO OFf ICW 1' ,. . C • 
01~ JI.J tOO!>'m OffiCER•!• 

!,.;: t!P!CTOF J·l• 1• Jl·JKC COO['f:IP.t OJ=!:£J 
Ci~tLTO~ JOIII:~ StaFf.:• ;~.!r: 'X:.,~ol· t·::··;:.;~ . 
.... c: C~~ tiF V~S• !I ""IC T£f,jt ("!:E•·:. 

:~[~£11:(; QOr_~:TfCIII~ Jlio lw( TFJ:.jL: '!~ ·lf(·CTw 0' J>!C." 51()1 ; 
7 '"~"· ~ ~ .. ~ EC 

< ~ ATH./It QOCIJII[Irir !1! I..'SIIfo~ THO[i CVB{.S. 8( PP.[PU£C TC 
C:.&:lC(! FP£(0()1 Cf t.~tiGHJ~ (f"AllUGfiS• IN TH[ <iUL~ Of S!LiRA 
S~TI· C•: J>JOiio I() CLOS£' h4Afllo 12 _. 0' l!BTA Flr.)l; lj·l9 Jill' !6. 
C ~B: PI!£11Ut0 TC CCIIOUCi oPERATICJi PII:.IRH F ll!f '! tu!PS 
~rn; P£CEIF! C' Ah [l[(t.rT£ ~OEF.. 
: ~AJOP ((lo!C., ~Q~CE~· . 

1 ~ • .ITTAJh CXX .... :fr(T II& u:, I:C: USS CCHIAL SEA CVBG. USS 
S•I!AiOGA C~. AIO SUPPOQi FORCES AS RtQUlRt: 
''' ITTAIO IXXIJO[IT Ill. m COIIAl ![A CI'BG. U!S SARATQG< (VB(;, 

lSI '"liiC~ CVBU. A11D 5UPPOIT fOil([! A.S REI;IJ!R!O. 
F. IU> :OORDIUTIIG IISTRUCTIOIIS: 
rt,~ (()11!11(( OPEAATICJil: IIDOO!l f[6 16. Ill! I lifO JC!t 
TC 6! FllEC II >OJRl PRIOI' ·,u CCJOIEIICIM; DI'EAAEJfl. 
I:·~OUJIUJ(W: SH PARA~ u T~ ,, ABCN'f. 
13• •U• DI'ERATIOIAL CCJISTA"~"Tl: lEE W l. PARA lA!'" IIRAVQ.... 

r- ,. . ·-

. . . . -.. 
l. lui APIII!!TRATIOIIIIl Lllii5TICS. !H REfS C Alii D. I!PORTIIG: 
SUPPOITEO CDIWIDIR'! DAllY llli!P TO &Ill¥( JCS Ill 1111111: An All 
IXXIJOEII'l Ill PlAII ll l 1!11001 f!B. 
6 ~UILIC AffAIRS GUIOAIICE. TH!I( WILl II Ill -!II!II'TS 
CCJICEII!IG THESE CftRATIOIS. lll!AI!S WILL If AH£RI!O TO OllOIPA• 
AT AUT~ 111-!111. 11011 611-llll. AOOITIIJIAl PliLIC AffAIRS 
GUIOAIIC! WILL lE PIIOIIIO!O IY S!PWT! I! SlAG!. P!I(!PTICJI 
IWGfllll'l II THE !ITU!I P£11(1)3 I!M!II AID¥! DP!IIATICill IS 
CRITICAl. PliLIC AffAIR! PLAIIIIUST If O!V!LDPIO II OJI:!n WITH 

BllOI. 
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Point Paper for the OPG .· 

SUBJECT: Libya's Attack Capability (U) 

1. (U) PURPOSE: Response to JS~ Tasking 008. 

2. (U). MAJOR POINTS: 
.... 

~ To some extent the lack of air and naval acitivity is a result 
of bad weather. A further factor with regard to air assets is the emphasis 
on air defense which has restricted air operations. An attempt to limit 
possible losses is probably also a factor. 
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PRAIRIE FIRE Update~ 

lllMAIIK8 . 

1.~ Attached Talking Paper for Deputy Secretary of Defense addresses 
current status of Operation PRAIRIE FIRE. 

2.(U) Recommend approval and signature on attached Talking Paper. 
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WORKING PAPER 

~] 
DESTROY WHEN NO LONGER NEEDED 

(U) Talking Paper for the Deputy Secretary of Defense for 
information 

"' I. ~SUBJECT: Operation 
lA 

II.~ KEY POINTS: 

"' PRAIRIE FIRE Update~ 
~ ..J 

- Operation PRAIRIE FIRE (retaliatory strikes on Libyan 
mainland targets) strike force consists of: 

-

-· 

2 CVBGs, USS CORAL SEA and USS AMERICA. 

Ult-based F-llls. 
' ... ·:· --:--,- - .. 

~' .. 

., .. . . 
. . · ~ .. ' 

\ 
\ 
I 

- 2 CVBCs, USS AMERICA and USS CORAL SEA, as well as UK-based 
F-llls, are prepared to execute Operation PRAIRIE PIRE within 
48 hours of receipt of execute order. 

P-111 option continues to require diplomatic clearance. 

USS CORAL SEA outchops 10 April en route CONUS. 

- After 10 April only the USS AMERICA will remain in the 
Mediterranean. 

- It is anticipated that after 10 April 86 the response time to 
execute Operation PRAIRIE PIRE may be extended to 96 hours 
from receipt of execution order. 

INTERNAL STAPF PAPER 
RELEASE COVERED BY 

~ 
Classified by Director, J-3 • 
Declassify on OADR 



lA 
III. ~ SUMMARY: US forces are positioned to respond to any 
Libyan act of aggression. Barring any Libyan acts of aggression 
CVBG schedules will be carried out, reducing the number of CVBGs 
in the Mediterranean to one CUSS AMERICA) by 10 April. The USS 
AMERICA possesses the capability to execute Operation PRAIRIE 
FIRE. In addition, UK-based F-llls my be utilized if appropriate. 

I. 
APPROVED BY. ------------------------~!RECTOR, JOINT STAFF 

--------------------------ACTING CHAIRMAN, JCS 
·.-· ··-

·- .·. 

2 



DECISION BRIEF: ATTAIN DOCUMENT III 

FREEDOH OF NAVIGATION 
CHALLENGE 

SOUTH 
OF 

32-30N 

. \. ·· .... · ... 

• 

·. 

.--... 
- . 



ATTAIN DQCUHENJ Ill BRIEFING 
OUTLINE 

- ATTAIN DOCUMENT 1/11 OPERATIONS 

- USCINCEUR CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS---ATTAIN DOCUMENT Ill 

- ISSUES 

- EXECUTE DECISION 

) 

• 

·. 

l ...... ' 



ATTAIN DOCUMENT Ill 
CENTRAL MEDITERRANEAN OPERATIONS 

ATTAIN DOCUMENT I -- 2~ TO 31 JANUARY 1986 
ATTAIN DOCUMENT II ALFA -- 12 TO IS FEBRUARY 1986 

MARCH OPERATIONS 

2 t ~ 5 6 7 8 9 to ~ 12 13 1t 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 MARCH 
CORAL SEA -JI..,_ INPORT NAPLES -+f._ ________ Al....,.D'-'Iu-11.__~• 

SARATOGA _ __.l+ INPORT MALAGA~ iNP PALM-+fl-----..&lAIU/D'--L.&Il.&-1 -~• 

h~~Bo~A~U 
SURF/HELO 
SURF SAG 
WITH HELO 
VP/VQ _j 
IN FIR 
AMERICA 

I I 
u 
uu 

u I 

.... 

l I 
INCHO~ 19 MARCH 

' l 
LJ 

I A/Q III 

·. 



ATTAIN DOCUMENT Ill 

HISSION: CONTINUE TO DEHONSTRATE U.S. RESOLVE AND CAPABILITY AGAINST LIBYA. 

,. 

CONDUCT OPERATIONS IN INTERNATIONAL WATERS AND AIRSP,>.CE INCLUDING 
FREEDOM OF NAVIGATION OPERATIONS IN THE GULF OF SIDRA SOUTH OF. 32-30N. 

BE PREPARED TO CONDUCT ATTACKS ON LIBYAN HAINLAND TARGETS IN 
~ESPONSE TO ANY LIBYAN AGGRESSIONS AGAINST U.S. FORCES <OPERATION 
PRAIRIE FIRE.> --

·'' 

•, 



AWIN DOCUMENT Ill 
CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS . 

19 MAR - FILE NOI NLT 19 MARCH (DURATION AT USCINCEUR DISCRETION> 

21/22 MAR - CVBG WORKUPS/TRANSITION FROH WHED TO C~D 

-23 MAR 

: -~~-·. --~-~. . · •... 
. ~- . 

i 

.• .. 

. .. ~.. . .... _ ... 

... . . . 



USS AMERICA 
USS TICONDEROGA <CG-~7 AEGIS> 
USS DALt <CG-19) 

t 

USS FARRAGUT <DDG-37> 
USS KING <DDG-~1) 
USS HALYBURTON <FFG-~0) 
USS ALYWIN <FF-1081> 
USS PHARRIS <FF-109~) 
USS VREELAND <FF-1068) 

AllAIN DOCUMENT Ill 
PROJECTED CVBG COKPOSITION 

USS CORAL SEA 
USS YORKTOWN <CG-~8 AEGIS> 
USS RICHftONO K TURNER (CG-20) 
USS SCOTT <DDG-995) 
USS CARON <DD-970) 
USS DE WERT <FFG-~5) 
USS DONALD 8 BEARY <FF-1085> 
USS PAUL <FF-1080> 
USS AINSWORTH <FF-1090) 
USS GARCIA <FF-10~0> 

I 

i 
I 

USS SARATOGA 
USS BIDDLE <CG-3~) 
USS JACK WILLIAMS <FFG-24> 
USS CAPODANNO <FF-1093) 
USS JESSE L BROWN <FF-1089) 



USS AMERICA 
<CVW-1> 

-

. : . .. 

. , •' . 
-~ . ;. ; 

ATTAIN DOCUMENT Ill 
PROJECTED AIRWING COMPOSITION 

. -: .· .. 

USS CORAL SEA 
<CVW:-13> 

·--:-.: . 

. . ~ .. 

·~·:.: . ' ., . 

USS SARATOGA 
<CVW-17) 

·-: .. 
. . ...... :": 
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ATTAIN DOCUMENT Ill 
TASK ORGANIZATION 

. ·:.~ . ,._ ~ .: . 
I. ·•: 

·.·:. _;:·:;· 
~-·;_ ... 
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ANTI-AIR WARFARE 
··. -·:. 

. '· 

·tr:·~,'~·;:,::(-:-· 
' 

:~ .. 
·-:--

ATTAIN DOCUMENT III · 
TASK ORijANIZATION .CCONTINUED> 

ANTI-SUBMARINE WARFARE 

.. .· 
~-~·· ::~:.: :~. <.' .. ~i.·' 

·; 
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CV FLT SCHEDULES 
- NORTH OF 32-30N 

-- SARATOGA 22~5-1100 
-- AMERICA 1100-2315 
-- CORAL SEA 0~15-17~5 

- SOUTH OF 32-30N 
-- SARATOGA 1915-1100 
-- AMERICA 1100-02~5 
-- CORAL SEA 02~5-1915 

" . -·· ... · . .:.,.,"' .. · 

CONCEPT OF QPS CON'T 

1800 2~00 0600 1200 1800 2~00 

2245 

0415 

1915 

0245 

1100 
I± 

1100 

1fto 
itt:= 

1745 

1915 

=tis 

.. 



• 

CONCEPT OF ops <CONT'Q) 

- 16 CAP STATIONS 

-- OPS NORTH OF 32-30N 

--- MIN 6 AIC FOR DAY AND 4 A/C NIGHT 
--- 2 E~2C DAY/I E-2C NIGHT (1 ON 30 HIN ALERT> 

'. . . 

-- OPS SOUTH OF 32-30N 
' 

---MIN 12 A/C DAY OR NIGHT 
--- MIN 2 E-2C <I ON 30 MIN ALERT> 
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ATTAIN DOCUMENT Ill 

ISSUES: DURATION OF FON OPERATIONS 

RULES OF ENGAGEMENT 

·. 

-



·: ' ISSUE I 
DURATIOif OF FON OPERATIONS • 

-ALERT/EXECUTE ATTAIN DOCUMENT II ALFA ORDERS-
nBE PREPARED TO CONDUCT ATTAIN DOCUMENT Ill FON OPS 23-29 HARCH 86.• 

• - INFORt~L LIAISON WITH EUCOH •FOUR DAYS OF OPERATIONS APPROPRIATE.• ,.. .. . 

- RECOMMENDATION: APPROVE FON OPERATIONS FOR THE PERIOD 230001Z TO 
261800Z 11ARCH 1986. 



. ,. ~ . . ' . . ' . ' 

' . 

tJ,:!;~~~-~~.~~:< ~.~· .. · ·~..-·:,: ~ ...... ·· ... J.· ••.. 

I ssu£':'11 ' · RLUS OF ENGAGEMENT ' . 

- CURRENTLY APPROVED FOR FIR OPS CATTAIN DOCUMENT 1/11> 

' ,. ·I,. • 
• 

.. 

.. "" 
. ;.,. .. ~ ... ~_ -, 

I 
' . • 
,. 

! •. 



RULES OF ENGAGEMENT 

SUPPLEMENTAL MEASURES 

·. 



AUAIN DOCUMENT Ill 
GME PLAN 

- JCS APPROVE DURATION OF OPERATIONS <FOUR DAYS>. 

- JCS APPROVE RULES OF ENGAGEMENT CAS DISCUSSED>. 

- BRIEF/OBTAIN NSC AND NCA APPROVAL FOR EXECUTION <NLT 1if MAR>. 

-CONDUCT CONGRESSIONAL WAR POWERS ACT CONSULTATIONS <17-21 MAR.>. 

- TRANSMIT AITAIN DOCUMENT III EXECUTE ORDER <UPON NCA APPROVAL>, 

·. 



11ARCH 1986: 

I . 

ATTAIN DOCU11ENT II I 

GAME PLAN-TIME LINE 

11 12 13 1~ 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 2~ 25 26 

. •. 

•. 



L L !002.00i-. APR ~b ll TTH BJtld 

JCS ~~5~INGTON OCIICJC~/1 

CI~C~AC OffUTT Af~ N£ 

O!~NSA fr· GEORG£ G MEADE MD 

EXC~US[V( FO~ G~N ~OGE~S, USCINC€Y~; GEN LA~SON, DCI~C~~~; 

~(~(H, CINCSAC; LTG ODOM, DIRN~A; AND R4DM 3ROOKS, DEPDIR DIA 

JCS S~~~O~T f~OM ADM CRO~E. CJCS 
l.l 

~XECUT~ ORDE~--O~ERATION ~LDORADO CANYON~] 

4. JC~ ~~OO~Ol MAR a~ <REVISED ALERT ORDERt 

8. JCS 2b23~SZ MAR &b {P.F. ALERT ORDER--SECOND REVISION} 

C. IJSCINC£1J~ ~~l&tlJZ MAR a~ {REVISED OPO~Dt 

D. HQ USAF( ~3J~~SZ MAR &b {REVISED O?~~D} 

(. HQ USEUCOM ED SS-~7 <P:ACET!M£ RO£t, l SEP &3 

F. JCS aaa22~z A~R &b <REVISED ELDORADO CANYON ALERT ORDER} 

··- ·--·-· .. ,_ .. . ... . . _., ... . 
--."! ·. . ~.~~;::. 
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"' 2. [~!) TtH~ IS o\~ £X:':C!JTE OI<OEI( IJY o\UTHO:UTY Ai'li> i>!~t:CTIO~ OF THE: 

SlC~ETo\~Y Of DlFENSE. 
t.4 

3.~~ITUo\TIO~. ON 5 o\PRIL 1~!~ TERRO~ISTS ~UPPOKTED 8Y THl 

GOVERNMENT OF LISYo\ DETONATED.A 90M8 IN A SERLIN NIGHT CLUS CAUSING 

THE DEATH OF 1 AMERICAN SOLDIER AND INJU~IES TO SEi£Ro\L OTHERS. 

THE U~ITED STAT~S ~OVERNMENT HAS ~ROOF THAT THIS INCIDENT WAS 

DIRECTt:a ~y L[8Y4'S ~ADHAFI. IN ADDITION. ~VIDENCE IS MOUNTING 

THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF LIBYA !i ATT:':MPTING TO DEVELOP 4 GLOSAL 

r::~~U~!SM C4,~AIG~ AGo\I~ST A~£~[CANS AND US INTER£STS. THE 

DE~ARrMt:NT OF DEFENSE HAS SEEN DI~ECTED TO EXECUTE RETALIATORY 

O~t:~AriO~i AS A R£SULT OF THESE DEVELOPMENTS • 

\ 
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S. {U~ £XECUTION. 

A. {U} CO~RS£ OF ACTION: 
•i. 

);.:':. 
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I 
:···· 

· .. · . 

. · .. :·_-. __ :_,. __ . 
·····' :~ .. 

. -~ .. --. : ... 
=--~---

---~--~- " . 

s. 

3 

·• ··: •: 



u.. TrTT 

·-~,-

,. 

;_. ... ,;. 
.:';.-; 

:,· 

,. ... ·· ..• ... 

. . -. 

:.--

J 
;·'.~,~ 

.-:....'1. 
•. ·;: 

.. -~.:;!. 



15 J.], zz 

.- :·~---~-
. :-:.;:.. 

. ' " 
. .. ::-
-s.-· .. ;~ 
· .... : 
':'/.~-

AVAILABL(: 

{l) USS AntRICA CVBG. 

{2} USS CORAL Sl:A CVBG. 

{3} UK-BASl:D F-lll'S. 

·TTTT BBBBB 

. !· .!~?,- --
·.,: .. 

. .:.•, 

_ .. , .. --·- ·.;· ·- -: 

----

{~) APPROPRIATl: SUPPORT l:LtntNTS. 

· .. · . 

. _ ... 
·i ::-...... 

~~ ... ri -· ., 
, . .;..-.. -..... .. · . 

. : -~'[..~. 

·.•. 

"" t. ~CINCSAC: PROVIDl: AIR Rl:FUl:LING AND Rl:CONNAISSANCl: 

SUPPORT AS Rl:QUl:STl:D BY SUPPORTl:D OR SUPPORTING connANDl:RS. 

F. {U} COORDINATING INSTRUCTIONS: 
~ /¥ . 

{l} ~ D-UY: )II{" APRIL 1,61.. 

I 
! 
' I 

, I 
:.....----' 

I 
' 

- . -~ 



----- _;·· .• .,.:· 
... · .. ~. ··-·---- ----

):, ' ~ 1.1. rrr-r l:lHB 

lA 
{~} ~}] DES:H<:D TOT iJII\Ii>Obl:·· ~O;J~S OF I>A~(N<:.'OS: i~OT :::A:~LIC:~ 

/'I' 
THAN ~0\~R APRIL 3~ {LiaYAN TIME} A~D NOT LAT~R rHAN 
IS' 
;.-ftJS'179 APIHI. aa {LI3YAN TIM(~. IJSCINC::::UR IS: AUTHORIZED TO 

~EQUES:T O~~AY IN TOT SHOULD MILITARY EXIGENCIES OICTATC. 

\> {3}~DURATION Of OPERATIONS: DURATION Of STRIKE: 

OPE~AT!O~: 2~ HOURS. DURATION Of FOLLOW-ON OPERATIONS: TO B£ 

DETERMINED. 
··. 

i .. 

· .. 

.. 
.. ·.\,\·._ . 
. ·. ··, 

---~-

.. _.: .. ;;_ .. 
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{I} nt~tntZE C0~~4T£R4~ DAn~GE. nA~E EVERY R£4SONAd~E 

ATTinPT TO ~IMIT ~4n4G( TO OTHER THAN DESIGNATED ni~ITARY 

TA~t:oc:r~. 

{.'it g.tu TC~l::PHONIC COnML.I~[C4TIOi~S oErO:RC:l'4C( flU~ Otl(oUT I0:-4 

WILL SE (EPT TO 4N AaSO~UTE niNinUM UNT[L STRIKE ~XECUTIO~. 
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ll TTTT -J:ldtltl 

v. 
{o} ~J DIRI.AUTJ.l o\LCON • .::t:E:P JCS INFOR"';;:O. 

~. {U} o\DMINISTRATION AND LO~ISTICS. 

A. {U} AIRLIFT PRIORITY: ~8~. 

B. {Ul FUNDING: fUNDING ~ILL NOT 8£ PRO~ID£0 9Y JCS. PAR£NT 

SERVIC~S OF EXECUTING FORCES WILL FUND OPERATIONS. COMMANDERS 

o\ND AG~NCI'-S ~~OULD CAPTURE EXP£NDITURCS BY CATEGO~Y. 

C. {U} REPORTING INSTRUCTIONS: 

{~} USCINC£UR WILL PROVIDE JCS WITH ACTUAL TOT NO LATER THAN 

H MINUS ~2 HOURS VIA SECURE TELECOM REFERENCING PARA S A {l} 

Of THIS ~~SSAG£. THIS SUSPENSE CANNOT BE SLIPPED AS 

INFO~MATION MUST SE PRO~IDED TO THE NCA. AND WILL BE USED TO 

MAK;;: ~~Cr.SSARY NOTIFICATIONS. 

{2} COMMANDERS ARE AUTHORIZED TO USC OPREP l REPORTING. 

{3} SU~~ORTED COMMANDER SHOULD ANTICIPATE CONTINUING TWICE

~AI~Y SITREP R£~0RTING COMMENCING WITH FIRST TOT. SITREPS 

SHOULD ARRIVE AT JCS ~0 LATER THAN a,DOZ AND 2lOOZ. 

{~} PR~LI~INARY STRIKE RESULTS WILL 9£ SU9MITTED TO JCS AS 

SOON AS POSSIBLE AFTER AIRCRAFT RECOVERY. 

. .. 
.. ---., . . . . . . ' . . ·.~·--··· .. .-·~··' 
. -:-.:· .. -·~·~-:-· .... :.~~- .. 



rrrr •H~H 

<S• D~TAI:.~~ ST~IKE RESULTS ~ILL S£ SUdrtiTTED TO JCS NO LATE~ 

THAT TOT ~~US 24 HOURS. 

{~t OT~~R OP~~ATIONA~ REPORTI~G ~~QUIRErt£NTS WILL ~€ 

FORWARD£D AS DEVELOPED. 

{7} DETAILED AFTER ACTION ~~PORTS SHOULD BE SUBMITTED AS 

FOLLOwS: FIRST IMPRESSIONS• 46 HOURS AfTER COMPLETION OF 

OPERATIO~; CHRONOLOGY Of ACTIONS. ,b HOURS AFTER COMPLETION; 

AND LESSONS LEARNED• 7 WOR(ING DAYS AFTER COMPLETION. 

D. {U} OPSEC AND DECEPTION GUIDANCE: SURPRISE IS ESSENTIAL fOR 

MINIMIZING US LOSSES. INDICATORS WHICH WILL CONVEY US 

INTENTI~~S WILL BE MONITOR~» AND SHOULD BE CLOSELY CONTROLLED. 

E. EttJ CL4SSIFICATION GUUANCE AND SP~CAT HANDLING. RELEASE OF 

INFORMATION RELATING TO OPERATION ELDORADO CANYON IS NOT 

AUTHORIZ~D WITHOUT JCS APPROVAL. 

7. ~ P:JiLIC AFFAUS GUIDANCE. PUBLIC RELEASE OF INFORMATION 

AaOUT TH~S~ OP£RATIONS IS NOT AUTHORIZED. ANTICIPATE ANY 

ANNOUNCZ~~NT Of ELDORADO CANYON O?ERATIONi WILL QE MADE BY THE NCA 

AfT~R O~£RATIONS ~OMMENCE. INFORMATION NOT SPECIFICALLY RELEASED 

WIL~ A~~A(N CLASSIFIED. ~USL[C AND MEDIA QUERIES SHOULD BE TAKEN 



lZ TTTT aaaae 

AND ~~FERRED TO OASD{PA} {AUTOVON 227-5~3~} 0~ TO DJS{?A} THROUGH 

THE NMCC. USCI~CEUR SHOULD ~U9MiT·PRO~OS~D PA GUIDANCE fOR THIS 

OP.:::RATION. 

&. {U} COMnAND AND CONT~OL. USCI~CEUR IS THE SUPPORT£~ COMMA~DER. 

CINCSAC IS THE SUPPO~TING COMMANDE~. ~SA AND DIA ARE SUPPORTING 

•• 
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TC . WHI'! ~ll USHIII;TOII ~C 

~tC::: JA$Hf~T~ 0( 
c.: IISHIOGT()j CC 
CMC WA~HI~H)I eC 
USC IWCLlWT IOOIIFO" VI 
USC;WC!UR YAIHIOGEW G[ 
UlCIWCPAC IOIJLUL' Hl 
USC IWCSO I;IJARRY H[JGI!T! "' 
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I>UII IU!IJCSl/18 1011110 
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CSAf WASHJ..:;!()j DC 
ClNCAC DfifRSCIII AFB CO 
UIC!ICCEWT rACDILL AF! fL 
CINCWA: S(Q;T Afl IL 
USCIICRE' rACOILL AFB fL 
UlCIIClPACE PETERSON Afi CO 
Ul*R SHAPE IE 
CIA rASHIII;lOII DC 
DIA rASHIII;TOII DC 
DLA CArE l'.llt lllliOII VA 
Oil WASHIOGT()j DC 

SUIJ: JCl IITI[P OOI··OPEIA!I()Ij ELDORADO CAWY()j <Uo 
I. lUI OAJOII POIWTl. THE FOI.L~IIIG IWFOAIOA!I()j HIS IHN PIOVIOED 
BY UlE\JCCJO CCIC£1111!1; ELDORADO CAIIYOII &(![Vl!Y AS OF 150600 Ell. 

A._.J.If"AIR: 
J II 1 THE USAf Hill AIIO [f·llll SORTIED FII(JI RIF LAHTIHEATH 

&110 UF UPPER HEYFORD: THE IECESIAR! IC·IDIIC·IJS TAllER 
SUPI'JIH SOIIIIEO fii(JI AAF riLDEIIH&LL &10 UF IAIRIORO II GAEAT 
8RI1AIW. L&UICHES START!O AI IC!II6 EST. THE USio &·6 STillE 
&IICI&fT &00 THE 1&'11 SUPPORT L&UICHIO fii(JI Ull CORAL SEA &110 
USl Ar[RIC& AT &PPROllr&T[LY IIITCS EST. THE !IOEI ()lj 
TAIIGE!I !Til! I l[li&ll &I ICIIOO Ell, &Ill llliOftt IELOII FOR 
UCH TA~El. 

tJ W,J.i('IIRllE OPIA&TICIS: 
I TOT I IO[ 1 ITAIIG[TI IACH 1 I ORDIUC! I 
lEST• • 
!CIIIIIi TO TRIPOli rlli!ARY 6 HI: ISU·C9 EACH 
ICI911 AIR FIELD 
R[O&RlS: ()lj[ Ill A!RCI&H &10111[0 PRIOR TO lOT. FIVE Ill 
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111100 lUlU All F!!LD I A·l! Ml·ll EACH 

1 A·6E AP&r EACH 
R[O&IIS: OlE Ill A!ICIAFI AIOIIT!D PRIOR TO TOT EIGHT ill 
AIRCRAfT ACROSS TAIG[I SAM'S ISA-1161 FIRED 
OIIIAGE ASIESSIIEWT: IIITIAl fliGHT CREW IDA 01 flArES ()lj iii.WAY. 
1119011 TAIIAIULUS I&IIACIS 9 F-111. G8U·1D EACH 

Ul!l!UHI 
i!O&RIS: ()lj[ (!) AIRCRAfT AIOIIT!D PRIOR TO TOT. EIGHT Ill &CROSS 
TAIIGET. 
D&r&CE AlS!SSII!II: fLIGHT CA!r O!ll!!f!IC NOT Y[l REPORTED. 
ICI900 IEIIGHA!! r!~!TAitf 6 HI .ri-ll [ACH 

SARRACIS I J&rAH!A!YAH o 
I!OARIS: IClST!L! A!&CTICI: IIIJL T!PL[ S&r FIR!.:;S AWC &U. 
OIIIAGE All!SSW£11·. !IITIAL ft!GIII CR!rll\A !IIOICAU! All rEAPOIIl 
DROPPED II !ARRACIS CCJOPL!l. • 
IAIIO! SID! IILAL T!RROI!ST l HII GIU·ID I&CH 

IRA!I!IIG CAMP 
R[O&RIS: 
O&r&C! Ali!SlM!II: fLIGH! CA!r D!BI!!fiiG NOT Y[l REPORTID. 

<l• ,QSSES: 011[ HI! IS Ml!ll..:; &10 lAS PREILJO!D LOS: 

, AI C.! 1 11 H 1\ ~IV!ATIO TO ROT&. SP. DUE TO MECI<AIICAL 
PQLEMS. THE AIACRAfl IS II HAIIGAR AIAI!!IG REPAIR. 
1!1 150310. F-u:·s AID IAII!Pl 011 D!CI II Ul. All 1~'11 

T•Sv: :O' P!QI:I':C 
r:Nt. :::r; e~ I.YUIC• ;1€f •; :,:;m:x;:~ 
llti!S'J~~ :c COAI.ECT Dt5Hi!Bl"~ !et. 
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ARE& r!ST 01 TIII'Oll WITH l()lTLY CLEU lii!S O'I!R THE REST OF 
TH[ ARIA r!IOS VARiliL[ AI L!ll IHAO 10 Ill. v:SIBil!T! 
GA£11[> T"A· I •IL[l SEAS FORCAII ' TC 7 fT. 
1:' 1: IQJ' fOR! CAll TO 1!110001 APR 16 SIIEI I()Sil' ClEAR 
TC :SOLATI~ PARTLY CLI:UlY 111101 SOUTH!All TO SOUTiftiEST It 
TO IS ITS. VISIBILITY REDUCED I TO l Ollfl. OCCASI()jAll' 
LESS '"'" I riLl. II ILOIIIM; OR SUSP!WOEO DUST OR SAIKi O'IEP 
THE LUO ALSO VllllllllY rill BE REOUC!O TO I TO l riLE I II 
PATCH> (;:.&SIAL FCI;, !SPECIALL! ALOIIG TH! [All!RIIIHOIIES Of 
!HI GUL' Of SIOAA 
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FOR GEN WICKHAM, SSO I)A; ADM WATKINS. CNO; GEN GABRIEL• AfSSO USAF~ 

GEN KELLEY. CMC; GEN HERRES, CINCAD; ADM BAGGETT. USCINCLANT; GEN 

CRIST. SSO CINCCENT; GEN LAWSON, DCINCEUR; GEN CASSIDY. CINCMAC; 

ADM HAYES. USCINCPAC; GEN MAHAffEY. SSO REDCOM; GEN ~LVIN. 
f 

USSOUTHCOM; GEN WELCH. SSO SAt; GEN ROGERS 

{~SCINCEUR}. SY SEC SHAPE fROM ADM CROWE• CJCS 

'suBJ: RETALIATION AGAINST LIBYA ~ U. 

~ 
2. ~ ON 5 APRIL 1~8b TERRORISTS SUPPORTED BY THE GOVERNMENT Of 

LIBYA DETONATED A BOMB IN A BERLIN NIGHTCLUB CAUSING THE DEATH Of 

ONE AMERICAN SOLDIER AND SERIOUS INJURIES TO NUMEROUS OTHERS. THE 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT HAS PROOf THAT THIS INCIDENT WAS DIRECTED 

BY LIBYA'S QADHAFI. IN ADDITION. EVIDENCE I:S: MOUNTING THAT THE 

GOVERNMENT Of LIBYA IS ATTEMPTING TO DEVELOP A GLOBAL TERRORISM 

CAMPAIGN AGAINST AMERICANS AND US INTERESTS. THE DEPARTMENT Of 

DEFENSE HAS BEEN DIRECTED TO EXECUTE RETALIATORY OPERATIONS AS A 

RESULT OF THESE DEVELOPMENTS. 

, 
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u 
3. ~ OUR RETALIATORY STRIKES WILL START AT 142400Z APR 86. WE 

WILL USE BOTH f-111'S FROM THE UK AND A-b'S WITH APPROPRIATE 

SUPPORT FROM CORAL SEA AND AMERICA. THE FOLLOWING IS A SUMMARY Of 

PERTINENT INFORMATION ON EACH STRIKE TARGET: 
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. ' 

PLANNING fOR OPERATION <ELDORADO CANYON} WAS 

LIMITED BY THE NCA TO THOSE CINCS WHO HAD AN IMMEDIATE AND DIRECT 

INVOLVEMENT IN STRIKING THESE fiVE TARGETS. 

\ 

r·----~·:· -, · .. ··,. 'J·· 
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INfORMATION BECOMES AVAILABLE. 
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9. {U} WARMEST REGARDS. 

SSO NOTE: DELIVER IMMEDIATELY TO ADDRESSEE ONLY. 

DECL OADR 
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wORKING PAPER 
·· ·DESTROY WHEN NO LONGER NEEDED 

Background Paper for the Chairman, JCS for Informcotion 

I. SUBJECT: ELDORADO CANYON Summary (U) 

II. MAJOR POINTS The following information is the latest summary of 
events relatlng to the subject opercotion against Libya cos of 150700 
EST. 

A. (U) Targets/Aircraft Assigned: 
~ 

(ll ~Tripoli Military Airfield/6 F-lllF. 
- One F-lllF aborted prior to TOT. 

(2) Benina Airfield/9 A-6E. 
- ~ One A-6E aborted prior to TOT. 

(3) (~Tarabulus Barracks (Aziziyah)/9 F-lllF. 
- ~ One F-lllF aborted prior to TOT. 
- ~One F-lllF lost during the strike. 

(4) ~Benghazi Military Barracks (Jamahiriyah)/6 A-6E. 
{5) ~~ Sidi Bilal Terrorist Training Camp/3 F-lllF. 

a. ~ ~ missile expenditures - 36 HARM. 12 SHRIKE. 
- ~~No confirmed results. 

c. ~Libyan reaction--unconfirmed AAA and SAM firings. 

o. ~US losses - one F-lllF missing. SAR ongoing with no 
results. 

E. ~Battle damage assessment (BOA) - Post strike pilot reports 
all weapons dropped in the Benghazi complex. Several secondary 
fires - vehicles and aircraft burning at aenina Airfield. No 
reports on USAi" strikes on t~rgets in Tripoli area. 

I<( 
F. J..B1' Remarks: One F-lllF recovered at Rota, SP. 16 F-lllF 
recovered at home station. All Navy aircraft recovered aboard 
s•lip. All tankers and support aircraft recovered safely. 

. • ·,, .~. ::;' :;c;_; i~ _:··.·:: ·; : -.···.·:._ .. t.J:Y:~-,. ...... 
. :- :. . .. . . '. . . ··_·)_,~·.; · . . ,·_,.~.r-~; ., , -
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IU~: A 

ELDORADO CANYON CHRONOLOGY SITREP NO. 4 ( u) 

IIEMAaKS !). 

1. ~The attached proposed JCS Chronology SITREP No. 4 satisfies 
request for periodic updates. 

2. (U) Recommend approval and signature on attached Background Paper. 
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WORKI.~G PAPER 
DESTROY ..;HE:I NO LONGER :<C:Ei:>t:lJ 

(U) L!ac;.;:~round Paper f·Jr t:1e Director for Operations 

I. (U) SUBJECT. ELDORAlJO C~~ON Chronology; SITREP ~0. 4 

I I. ( U) ~IAJOR POI tnS. 
by USEUCOH concern1ng .. 

The following information has ;,een provide.i 
ELDORADO CANY'Otl activity ds of 150800 EST. 

A. ~Air 
(1) The USAF F-llls and EF-ll1s sortied from RAF Lakenh~,~~h~·-----
and RAF Upper Heyford; the necessary KC-10/KC-135 tanker · 
s>1p~rt sortied from RAF !-!ilden:1a11 and RAF Fairford in Gredt 
Britain starting at 141256 EST. n1e USN A-6 strike aircraft 
an.i t"ne Navy support launched from USS CORAL SEA and USS 
N-IERICA at 141830 EST. The TOT time, centered on 141900 EST, 
was ~chieved as shown. 

(2) One (l) F-111 is reported missing. -
I 

'--· (4) Strike Opera.tions: 

TOT TIME TARGET 
(EST) 

141906 to TRIPOLI MILITARY 
141911 AIR FIELD 

REMARKS: 

A/C 

6 F-111 

ORD<~ANCE 

.., 
·! BSU-49 

i 
. -

I 
_j 

each 

one (1) aircraft aeorte.i prior to TOT. Five (5) across target. 

Damage AssessmenL: TBD 

141900 BENINA AIR FIELD 

REl-tARKS: 

2 A-6 
7 A-6E 

··]· MK-82 each 
APAl'l each 

Two (2) aircraft aborted prior to TOT. Seven (7) across target. 

INTERNAL STAFF ?APER 
RELEASE COVERED BY 
JCS MOP 39 

Classified by Director, J-3 
Declassify on OADR 



Jam~J~ Assass~ent: Preliminary 
?rel i~inary 

141900 

REMARKS: 

- R~nwaf operational 
- Several aircraft d~maged 

l F-"27 destroyed 
1 FLOGGER destroyed 
l prooable FLOGGER destroyed 
20 bomb craters on apron 

TARABULUS BARRACKS 
(AZIZIYAH) 

') F-lll BU-10 each 

Two (2) aircraft aborted prior to TOT. Four (4) across target, 3 
effe=tive, l dropped long (vicinity French Embassy). One 
air=raft lost radar: l aircraft unaole to ID target: l aircraft 
was late arrival, missed TOT. Ordnance not e~pended, jettisoned 
over water. 

Da~ge Assessment: 
Preliminary 

- He~vy roof damage 
- 3 craters in the area 
- Building· across from French Embassy damaged, but no 
observable damage to the French Embassy. 

141900 BENGHAZI MILITARY G A-6E 
BARRACKS (JAMAHI~IYAH) 

·K-82 each 

REMARKS: 

Damage Assessment: 
Preliminary 

- Lar~e storage building destroyed. 

141905 

REMARKS: 

- Some·FLOGGER shipping crates destroyed. 

SIDI BILAL TERRORIST 
TRAINING CA."1P 

3 F-111 

Damage Assessment: 
Preliminary 

- 3 buildings damaged at the naval academy. 

2 

GBU-10 each 



(S} Libyan Re~ctions: 

- 142235 Unconfirme~ report of AAA in central Tripoli area. 

- 142238 E-2C reports S~~ from Tripoli fired at CAP. 
Unconfirme_a_· . ___ -~~--
. :. ~ .. 

. ; :.'-:i ',. 
-,,_. 

·.;;. 

t.;.;. 

(7} Missile expenditures: £AST TGTS WEST TGTS TOTAL 
--~. 

HARM: 
SHRIKE: 

(8} Recovery: 

- One F-lll diverted to Rota, SP due to mechanical problems 
escorted by a second F-111. The escort rejoined the tanker 
and returned to home base. The divert aircraft is in 
hangar awaiting repair. 

- 150310 F-ll1s and tankers on deck in UK. 

B.~ Surface (nothing to report} 

APPROVED BY 

Prepared by: 
-------

J-3 Response Cell, JOD 
Ext 52532/Secure 2796 
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OJCS SUMMARY SHEET 

J-30 

8U-..c:T: 

search and Rescue (SAR) (U) 

IWIIAIIU 

1. (U) Attached Background Paper, subject above, is provided for 
information. 

£A 
2. ~ Paper compares capabilities of Navy SAR helo (SH-3), OSAFE SAR Unit 
(HH-538), and PAVE LOW II helo (HH-53H). 

3. ~~Paper recommends supporting deployment of 67 ARRS from the United 
Kingdom if USEUCOH desires. Diplomatic clearance and approval for Italian 
staging would be required. Sigonella likely staging base. 

L.( 
4. ~ Paper does not recommend deployment of PAVE LOW. 

5. (U) Recommend approval. 

.~eaRIMI I 
IIPI1 

CJOD 
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WORKI!lG PAPER 
DESTROY WHEN NO LONGER NEEDED 

(U) Background Paper for the Chairman, JCS 

I. (U) Subject. Search and Rescue (SARI 
u 

II. ~ Background. SAR requirements and planning will be 
refined in detail by EUCOM. The responsibility for SAR at sea 
ashore will be shared by USN and USAF assets. MARG assets may 

· utilized if positioned appropriately. 
u.. 

j,:PJf Key Points 

- USAFE SAR unit - 67 ARRS. 

Stationed at RAF woodbridge, UK. 

Five HH-53B (air refuelable and armored). 

Five HC-130 (tanker/command and control). 

Crews are qualified for night SAR with night vision 
goggles. 

and 
be 

-- HH-53s routinely deploy from UK to Sigonella and Aviano. 
Diplomatic clearance and approval would be required. 

- HH-53H - PAVE LOW III. 

rlo significant advantage over HH-538 for SAR. 

--- Primary advantage over Hn-SJB is night navigation 
systems for deep insertion/exfiltration. 

--- USEUCOM has previously indicated that he did not 
require the PAVE LOW aircraft for SAR. 

Stationed at Hurlburt AFB, FL. 

l 
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- Navy SAR. 

Two SHJ from HC9 - primary mission combat SAR. 

currently deployed to the Sixth Fleet. 

--- Aircraft are armored. 

Crews are qualified for night SAR with night vision 
goggles. 

--- Not air-refuelable - can be refueled in hover off 
stern of ship. 

Other Navy helos have limited overwater SAR caFability. 

- SAR general. 

Some USAF SAR pilots are deck qualified for shipboard 
recovery, if necessary. HH-53B and H do not have folding 
rotors. 

'.· .. 
.. 1· -·' ' -\t : , 

' .. 
.':-li< .... 

.. · •I ' 

.. ·.·.;_' '::_-.... ·•·.• . .. ·- : -~-: '· . . - .. - .... __ ._.:.'~; 
Response ti~e can be shortened if SAR aircraft are on 

airborne alert off shore Libya during TOT (OPSEC is a 
consideration if this option is exercised). MARG aircraft 
can be utilized if positioned appropriately. 

-- Fighter CAP required. 

-- Water pick-up's are preferable if crews can get "feet 
wet." 

-- overland rescue high risk both day or night. 

( 

-·- .. -



I). 
rv. ~ Bottom Line. Recovery at sea with fighter cap has high 
probability of success. overland rescue may not be possible due 
to the threat. (As an example, SAR from downtown Hano1 was 
virtually impossible.) 

v. ~ Recommendation. Support deployment of 67 ARRS from the 
United Kingdom to support operation if USCINCEUR desires. Do not 
recommend deployment of PAVE LOW. 

APPROVED BY 

Prepared 

_____________________ .DIRECTOR, J-3 
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WORKING PAPER 
DESTROY IVHEN NO LONGER NEEDED 

(U) Point Paper for the Assistant to the Chairman, JCS, for 
information 
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T.<.B A 

:OD SUP?ORT TO SIXTH fLEET 
.. -----::r---- ------ •. ---------~~-- I 

·:_. 

· .•. ·. 

L . -·~ 

COD CAPABILITIES 

us 3A 1500 
2000 

C-2 1000 
1400 

2 

-' 

:.;.· 

___j 
NM 5,400 LBS 
Nl-1 2,940 LBS 

NM 8,500 LBS 
NM 6,500 LBS 
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~~--------~O~J~CS~S~U=M~M~A=R~Y~S~H~E=ET~------------~b~ 
TO: -u.na 

OCJCS 

JS 

IUa.c:T: . 
Background for Response to HASC 
ELDORADO CANYON (U) 

:··; 
_;·-.·. '. 

2. (U) Information for response to two questions is not available in the 
Joint Staff (e.g., How was planning conducted with political leadership?). 
The res?Qnse area in the attached paper is annotated ***OCJCS/OAsstCJCS to 
'-·\cate these questions must be answered by the Chairman's staff group or 

Assistant to CJCS. 
r~-~.--.--· 

t 
>-.:. ..· 
~ .. ·· ..... ·· 

·~ 
·.·.·:..~~"'. 
... /· : 
. '--~- . ' 

4. (U) Recommend DJS approve/sign the attached point paper. 
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*HASC Let~er dated 24 April, 1986 (OSD Control I 32135) 
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WORKING PA?ER 
DESTROY WHEN NO LONGER NEEDED 

Point Paper for Information 

I. SUBJECT: Responses to Congressional Questions (U) 

II. MAJOR POINTS 

A. Operational Planning. 

o. Who vas responsible for the planning? 

(U) JCS and USCINCEUR using the procedures of Crisis Action System 
(CAS) contained in Volume IV of the Joint Operation Planning System 
(JOPS) • 

-When did planning for this or other Libyan contingencies begin? 
Why? 

. - -.-:1,.·::: _-. - - - -· 
. ':: ~ . ' . . 

f • :·; . f._¥ 
-·~ 

. . : . ---~T-· . 
.. ; . _·- . 

. - . . ,: _;._:_ .. , . .......,.:._ ._. ·--· .': ,,, .. :-;.;\,: . ·--· ~--
What organizations 

·.-. ~- · .. -· . 

·,;,· 
... . '.· :: . 

~-• .:.:...~--~:~:~·-- '1,. ·

- JCS/EOCOM interface? 

(U) Excellent at all levels. 
and command lev~ls: including 
Kelso. 

INTERNAL STAFF PAPER 
RELEASE COVERED BY JCS MOP 39 
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--;· . 
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.• •.•.• •! 

the planning? 
. -- }~:.·· 

. --. -·iii· 
. '.. ::'<li-\ 

.. .· .. --.. . .· .. : .... ·.·. 

.. . . ----~~:__·-~----· _·_. -~~---~~-

Included face-to-face liaison at staff 
discussions between SecDef and VADM 
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- Role of EUCOM components, if any? 

(U) As the forces which would execute the strike, they developed the 
pri~ary, detailed plans. 

- How was planning conducted with political leadership? 

*** OCJCS/OAsstCJCS 

- How was Air Force/Navy coordination effected? 

(U) In addition to the coordination inherent in the unified staff at 
HO USEUCOM, liaison officers were exchanged among the planning 
locations. 

Q. What was the primary concept of operations? 

(U) Simultaneous night strike against five NCA-directed targets to 
~nsure the elements of surprise, mass, and saturation of enemy 
defenses. 

- What were the principal objectives of this operation? 

(U) Response to the American deaths resulting from the Libyan bombing 
of a West Berlin disco: demonstration of US resolve and capability 
against Qadhafi-sponsored terrorism, and weakening of Qadhafi's 
ability to control worldwide terrorism from Libya. 

- What did the raid seek to accomplish? 

'·· 

\ 
• ._::~ ... , .• ' I·~····~ 
··· .. :::·:::.:_:~·;&.\: ~-.:, .. :··: ·.· .,.·:··~<·...: ... 

.. :: l .· 

·=-·-·- !I 
. · ..... 

''··· 

'. 

- What was the organizational structure and chain of comaand? 

(U) Secretary of Defense· through the JCS to USCINCEUR to Commander, 
Central Mediterranean Operations. 

- Concept for cl? 
LA. 
~ USCINCEUR designated COMSIXTHFLT as the officer in tactical 
command (OTCl and Commander, Central Mediterranean Operations 
(COMCENTMEDOPS), to coordinate detailed joint planning 
/deconfliction efforts, to integrate other command/agency assets 
into the tactical operations area, and to conduct operations set 
forth for this operation. USCINCEUR delineated the area of the 
CENTMEO in which COMCENTMED had this authority. 

2 
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Q. Bow were options formulated and analyzed? 

(U) Following CAS procedure3, the 3uidance, objectives, and direction 
given to SecDef/JCS were passed to CINCEUR and his components. From 
this, U~CI~CEUR and the ex~cuting forces developed feasible military 
o~tions to support the ~ission. These plans (options) were reviewed, 
rr.odified, and revised at successive levels of command through JCS to 
the Secretary and the President. 

- Were off-the-shelf contingency plans used? 

(U) Yes, as a point of departure for developing the detailed strike 
plans against specific targets. 

- Bow many options were examined and by whom? 

i....:: . 

. ···-·· . 

. t• .. 

. -· ... 

.. · _.- . 

- :· . : .· .. , -:-. : 

-~.: · -:·~·-; :~--~-~\';;:~:·r·-;:i. .. ~~---:~: .. ; -

. · .. 
. .. 

. ..... · ... -:. 

Were the options mutually exclusive in scope? (e.g. military vs. 
econoaic objectives or did t.hey overlap?) 

1 
..... . - .. •, . 

. .. .·:· .· -':· ' 
.. .. . 

-~~ •' '~ :: . 

. . ·;:;;;:.1_/.'0i . .' : ' - ·;- . 
........ -'~·'·'' "? . .. :. . ... ~i!j!'· ,· 

· .. ·_:'" .\.· . . ·-."'~-

·. . ' ,~_ . . ..:..·.--· ·····--· --· .•. ·:_·.·~,.:~f · .. · 
.. · .. ·.·~·· 

Q. Who made the choice of the options used and why? 

(U) The Presid~nt approved recommendations of the CINC/JCS/SecDef. 

- To what extent did military and civilian leadership interact? 

'**OCJCS/OAsstCJCS 

3 
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Q. Intelligence input to decision making. 

I 
~; 

What did we know 
targets chosen? 

~~- .. ·· .. '···· \t~ ... 
I . ,. . . 
' · .... ~.·· .. • 

·. :-~~ 

~~ 
>,iii,· 

-·-:·_ 

about actual terrorist connections for the 

'1·:~·-·----. 
' . 

~ .. ~·. 
',~, 

.:1: ~} . . . ' ... i ' 
' ~~ , 

' 
··.-~~··: .. ~JU. I -What did we know about Col Qadhafi's whereabouts at the time of 

the attack? 
·.---- -·. ·-~~··· 

_-...... :/~.-·~·-' .. ··· 
~ . 

_ .. , .. 

·-<:-· .. 
,,. 

~ :: :· 
,._. 

~-~-- · ... 

What specific sources were used in establishing the target list? 

~-- w ·,·k~-.. .. . . . . 

-)-;ri I _\ 
---~ &.,.;..----·-

- What did we know about occupancy of the targets? 

·. 

·.-: .. 

!) 
.·:·· 

' .. 

.. . 
" ~ 

. ' .. , . 
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. .__ 

·-·'· .•.· 

. . 
. t .·. 

... It ' ' '. '-~-
'~r' ' ~ 

' ·' 

' 

1-' . 

_;;._ 

'," 

Q. What were the rules of engagement used? 
.... ,--·-;-: 

,.,. .. ,.,_ ... -.• ~--;",:;··i.::.~.r~~t:?i:; .. : ·~ ·• -

.... . ,._-

· ... 

· .• ,, 

. ~· 

·'·.· : , . 

... 
. . __ ·,: . .. 
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-:. 
>· .. ~::. 
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I 
. -..-:~-------------------

~· \ 

I 

I ... 

\ •·.· 

Why vere they chosen? 

. :: -

~ .:_,'._. __ 

-~. 
·;; .. 
,~--

}:: 
~~· :· 

·.· -~---

. •. ··:.: . 
. ·i·f;,, .. 

. -·~;; .. 
~\ 

".• . . . ii . ·-. 
. ~- .·. 

· ... ; '· 
I '· 

·~,. t~.; 
·, 'j'' .. 

. 

: 

. .. 

: '·. 

.. - ..... ·,·-.•.•.··.· .. :i·t. .. · ......... . i'-' ·.;.:'··· ~- -

.: . . 

What vas the estimate of their effects? 

(U) ROE were appropriate. 

Q. Bov vas the raid .... ,1. ·. ·; ..... .. . 
--~- : 
_:~~ . 
:~ 'l ~ 

. :;~~~-

composition chosen? 
.... -~·· 

~-
-~, -~ .. , . ;~-:·tt: . . 
. . •.nW.:· .... 

, .. ~(.'·· 
:-_:_ __________ ~ L-_______________ -~~11 

Why vere F-llls chosen? 

._ . ·-:- :, 

--- ----- . ...:.~-

- :.·,: 

-.·· 

(U) unique capabilities to conduct a long-range, high payload, 
night, low-level mis3ion delivering precision-guided munitions. 
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Who made the choice? 

(U) The President approved recommendation of the CINC/JCS/SecDef. 

Was there any attempt to bring the Air Force in even if not 
operationally warranted? 

(U) No 

- Why not beef up the carriers with more A-6s? 
-----· 

. '": 

----~- ·:-··· , I; . 
. . -~~~-~ 

> . . . 
' .;. .... 

· .. 1· .•;i: '. . -· ~ 
. .,;_ ':: ... 
. ~'- ;·. ·'· : ·.- . 

; : .. ' -;; ... . . . . 
. . ... -~ ~. '' . 

. . .... 

. .. 

.!• .. 

- Could F-llls have been staged anywhere closer? 

(U) Yes, with third country diplomatic clearance. However, this 
would present another OPSEC problem since a deployment of a force 
this size would have likely eliminated the element of surprise. 
This would greatly hava increased the risk to striking forces. 

J 

What vas the effect of lack of overflight rights on the decision 
process? 

~--·:· 

.... 

: ~ . 

'•' 
D2-~>-~ .. 

. .. 
· .. · . . . '· . ... . .. ·. 

- Was noraal unit integrity considered/aaintained? 
lA 
~ Yes, the crews were all dedicated formed crews. 

B. Performance. 

o. In general, did the raid do what it set out to do? 

YES 

What were the 
coapared with 

specific results of the raid, target by target, as 
the objectives? -

: . ?. 

' ., .~ ~ 

-X·-~·· 
. .};_: 
' ' ... ·:_. 
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··.' 

.... · ,·, .. 
., ... 

.. , . ~ .. 
..... .. 

.. .;.:.,.._ . . ···~ 
... :...;·~ 

..... 

Analyze the reasons for the difference between objectives and 
results. ---

. .' : .. ·, .. 
:.:>-<<': .. ·':1" ·'.:. 

·~.: . 

. . .. --·· ·. ·--
Q. Bow well did specific systems perform? 

(U) Specific data has not yet been received, but indications are that 
systems performed well within expected, acceptable limits. 

- Were any extraordinary preparations made for tbe operation? 

CUI no. 

- Compare results with specs and normal experience. 

(U) Specific data has not yet been received, but indications are that 
systems performed well within expected, acceptable limits. 
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Q. Why weren't certain planned targets struck? 

. ·-.. : .. , .• 

Q. Assessment of the efficacy of command arrangements and 
effectiveness/coordination of the Air Force and Naval forces? 

(U) Outstanding/superb. Perhaps the most telling fact is the exact on 
time TOT by forces based 3000 ~iles apart. A very complex joint strike 
plan successfully integrated strike and strike-support (E~~. C3CM, EW, 
CAP, SAR) air and naval forces. 

Q. To what extent did the rules of engagement contribute to the 
results? 

(U) ROE were appropriate and provided the operational latitude to plan 
and conduct the strike in a tactically sound manner. 

· .. 

. -. ·,. __ 

....:. 

Bow much flexibility did the crews have during the actual 
operation? 

~ - -·-·- . - -· --. -· ... 

Q. To what extent did efforts to limit collateral damage affect the 
outcome? 

(U) The direction to limit collateral damage was only prudent due to 
the proximity of civilian housing and facilities. This resulted, 
however, in a more-difficult~ more-demanding mission for the aircrews. 

What vas the effect of limitations on aircraft attacks based 
on systems operability? 
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Q. Bow much unplanned damage actually occurred and why? 

{~) For kno~n BDA see Enclosure. 

To what extent did Libyan SAMS or other non-US weapons 
contribute to the damage in Tripoli? 
u. 

fi"•/llF/IltitlLibyan SA.'1s and other non-US weapons caused damage in 
~ripoli to an unknown extent. Evidence to support this view was 
provided by Libyan and international media television footage 
showing SA-2 and SA-3 SAM booster rockets (purportedly pieces of 
do~ned US aircraft) being pulled from wrecked buildings. The SA-
2 booster rocket, for example, is 8.5 feet long, 3 feet in 
diameter, and weighs approximately 1060 lbs after fuel 
expenditure. Despite the self-destruct feature found on Soviet 
SAMs, it is not impossible that one'or more of the SAM warheads 
may actually have exploded on impact, causing even more 
destruction in the i~mediate area. Finally, it is noted that 
falling shrapnel from conventional AAA weapons, many of which 
were observed active during the night of the raid, may have 
caused additional casualties and/or damage since AAA rounds will 
explode on conta~t with the ground if not fused. 

Q. Tb what extent did sophisticated electronics (ja .. ing, ELINT, 
COMINT, etc.) contribute to the outcome? 

,. ,. . -.' 

•.· .. 

. , 
.. ,, 
~ ' . . . 

; .. _::. ·.•·. 
. •.".· 

-:x 
~----~ ... 

. : ... ·~ ... ,_ .. 
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l 
... -~------- --

··.· 

Were the outputs of various sensors coordinated? 
eztent would better coordination have helped the 

To what 
mission? ____ c__~~~--------,..--------

·.~1- '~·-
--. ---- ----------

'~:; .· -);~ ~ 

. , 
' 

J 

Q. What was the Libyan response to the raid? 

,, 
; 

I 

- .,. . ; 
;. 

;_~-- ., .· 

'::. ·\~:-_---:.:'. 
. --~ . ·. 

'" 

.) ___ _ ... 
-= ;. . 

~-

. : - ---- ~--

(U) Benina Airfield had runway lights on and radio navigation 
aids operating at the time of attack. 

ECM used on F-llls, A-6s, etc? 

. ·.; . ,.. . 

."f''·. 
·.-_,1; .. 

' -.· . : -.. :.; .. :_{:.1~ ' .. ; __ 
.. ' 

,t '. 
f ~ ' 

------ --- . . . 

- SAMS/AAA fired? 

_,·. 

,,. 

. .....,.. ____ _ " ·-.-,'; 
·,; 

--~- ... -

·.·, . . ., •: . 

·' ..:"~~-~- -~ .. ---:';;. ·--i~:~r1/f:!\~;: -*~: '~-- · 
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Q. What does post attack battle damage assessment reveal? 

- SAM sites hit and source of info? 

:.•-

.. 
Actual target damage? 

For known BOA, see enclosure 

- Sources of information? 

For known BOA, see Enclosure 

Q. What deficiencies in intelligence collection and processing show 
up in the operation? 

... · 
-·,. ·-··· ,• "·· .. 
'·' 

... , 
. . ··: . 

_;_~~t::·~:-.i;:.:: :,_ . 

. ..........: ... - -- -{ . .' . ... 

:1·- - ·. 
~--· 

c. Lessons ·learned. 

Q. If considered a success 

- What contributed that should be provided for in the future and 
why? 

(U) The joint system works. The iterative JOPS CAS process 
allowed everyone involved to understand the objectives and plan 
accordingly. c3 was clear an~ understood resulting in a 
successful execution. 

Q. At each level in planning/ezecution, what did you learn? 
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Q. Wbat vould you do different (in hindsight)? Q. What should someone 
else do different (in bindsigbt)? 
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OJCS SUMMARY SHEET 
J-3 

.,. 

....c:T: 

US Naval Presence in the Mediterranean Sea (U) 

·~····~-~ 1. ~~-~e attached point paper for the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff 
is provided for information pertaining to the timelines associated 
moving the ENTERPRISE CVBG from the r.o. to the Meditrranean. 

2. (U) Recommend approval of the attached proposed point paper. 

Attachment 
a/s 

·~-ca 
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WORKIN.:l PAPER 
DESTROY WHEN NO.LONGER NEEDED 

(U) Point Paper for the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff. for 
information 

I. (U) SUBJECT. US Naval Presence in the Mediterranean Sea 

II. ~ ~OR POINTS. The following time lines are associated 
with moving the USS ENTERPRISE CVBG from the I.O. to the 
Mediterranean (as of 101200Z APR 86). 

lA 
A.~ Current position 21-00N/61-JOE-220 Mi.SE of Muscat. 

SUEZ DATA (Tao A): 
Distance to SUEZ: 2300NM 
Time to SUEZ at 25 kts-92 hrs 

at 20 kts-115 hrs 
at 16 kts-144 hrs 

SUEZ to CENTMED: 
Arrival time (140800Z) 

(l50700Z) 
(161200Z) 

SOONM 

Cumulative 
transit) 

time to CENTMED (ALLOWS a hrs for Northbound 
at 25 kts-132 hrs Arrival time (160000Z) 
at 20 kts-163 hrs (l70700Z) 
at 16 kts-202 hrs (182200Z) 

B. CAPE OF GOOD HOPE DATA (Tab B): 
Distance to Gibralter: 9800NM 
Time to GIB at 25 kts-392 hrs 

at 20 kts-490 hrs 
at 16 kts-613 hrs 

cumulative time to CENTMED 
at 25 kts-444 hrs 
at 20 kts-550 hrs 
at 16 kts-694 hrs 

Gibralter to CENTMED:l300NM 
Arrival time (262000Z) 

(302100Z) 
(052000Z HAY) 

Arrival time (282300Z) 
(031400Z HAY) 
(091100Z MAY) 

may be cancelled upon 

c. CINCPAC requested* 2 combatants and a TAO remain in Gulf of 
oman if ENTERPRISE directed to the Mediterranean. Recommend 
uss BAGLEY/USS REASONER (short-leged FFs) remain for Gulf of 
Oman presence mission. 

INTERNAL STAFF PAPER 
RELEASE COVERED BY 
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APPROVED BY DIRECTOR, J-3 ----------------------
DIRECTOR, JOINT STAFF 

P<epared byo r " ~- I" 0/ >! 
Attachments: 
TAB A--ADPLO Chart for Suez Transit (S) 
TAB B--ADPLO Otart for Cape of Good Hope Transit (S) 

Reference: 
* USCINCPAC 070117Z APR 86 
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CM-316-86 
7 August 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

Subject: Observations on Libyan Operations (U) 
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6. (0) The Joint Staff has begun work to remedy the deficiencies 
outlined in the first paragraph and is reviewing the other areas 
mentioned above. 

LLIAM J. C~.~~/ 
Chairman 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 
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OJCS SUMMARY SHEET 
TO: 

..U FIIOWAL 

Libyan Strike Options 

lllMAIIU 

~ 

1. ~) Per verbal instructions of the J-30, attached talking paper for 
CJCS concerning USCINCEUR capability to conduct strike operations against 
Libya is forwarded for information. 

2. ~) Options considered include using 1 CVBG, 2 CVBGs, and/or UK-based 
F-llls. 

3. (U) Recommend approval and signature of the attached talking paper. 

Attachment 
a/s 

~Oil: 

DAftiM'_AIIA_ 

2 APR 1986 
.JCS Rlllll I 
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WORKING PAPER 
DESTROY WHEN NO LONGER NEEDED 

Talking Paper for the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff for 
Information 

·-~ I. SUBJECT: Libyan Strike Options ~~ 

A. Target List (in priority): 
::::::L 

I 

'.:: ·.· .. 
:~ .~·- .-; • .. 
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·. ~~-:· ... 
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s. Forces Available: 
USS AMERICA CVBG :. 
. .-- -"!"':..,;-- --

. ~- :~.~ 
;~t.; 

· .. ;:~:;;:: .. -_ 

CVBG (currently in IO): 
-~ .. --.---

-:_\: 

:·.:-. 
-~-~-
;. ,_-
.~ '!" .' . 

.=1 
·> j 

.t· 

. -·-

· .. 
. ·.·' ..... ·.,· 

I 
I 

(currently in Med, scheduled to outcbop 

.; 

-c-·· 
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c. Strike Options: 
---- -. 
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WORKING PAPER 
DESTROY WHEN NO LONGER NEEDED 

{U) Background Paper for the Chairman, JCS 

I. { U) . SUBJECT. ELDORADO CANYO~. Quick Look 

II. (U) MAJOR POINTS. 
by USEUCOM concern~ng 

!) 

The following information has been provided 
ELDORADO CANYON activity as of 151030 EST. 

A. JM ~·· 
TARGET: TRIPOLI MILITARY AIRPIELD 

TOT TIME: 141906 to 141911 
(EST) 

DAMAGE ASSESSMENT: 
- P~lots' report. 

All bombs on target. 
-- At least 6 probable IL-76 aircraft destroyed 
-- Facility dama~e to be determined. 

STRIKE !~FORMATION: II 
- SlX F-Ills w1th BSU-49 
141236 EST. 

each departed RAF Lakenheath at 

- Five (5) across target. 

ABORTS: one (1) aircraft aborted prior to TOT due to loss of 
terra1n following radar. 

TARGET: BESIIIA AIR PIELD 

TOT TIME: 141900 

l F-27 destroyed 
l FLOGGER destroyed 
1 proba~le FLOGGER destroyed 
20 bomb craters on apron 

STRIKE INFORMATION: 
- E1ght A-6Es departed from CORAL SEA at 141750 EST. 
- Six (6) on target.~ 
- Five aircraft withpoJ CBUs and one with ·Ml<-82s. 

ABORTS: Two aircraft abort, cause unknown. 

INTERNAL STAFF PAPER 
RELEASE COVERED BY 
JCS MOP 39 

Classified by Director, J-3 
Declassify on OADR 



TARGET: AZIZIYAH: BARRACKS TRIPOLI 

TOT TIME: 141900 

DAMAGE ASSESSMENT: 
Prehm1nary 

- Heavy roof and front of building damage 
- 6 (at least) craters in the area 
- Building across from French Embassy damaged, but no 
observable damage to the French Embassy. 

STRIKE INFORMATION: . 
- N1ne F-llls with~BU-lOs each departed RAF Lakenheath at 
141236 EST. ... 
- Five aircraft over target. 
- Three aircraft on target/one aircraft droppe<: long (vicinity 
French Embassy). 
- Missing F-111 from this strike. 

ABORTS: 
- Four aborts total. 

Two aborts due to systems degrade. 
One abort before last refueling. 
One abort after last refueling. 

TARGET: BEIIJGIIAZI MILITARY 8ARRACJtS (JAMABIRIYAB) 

TOT TIME1 141900 

DAMAGE ASSESSHENT: 
Pre!im1nary 

- Large storage building destroyed. 
- Some FLOGGER shipping crates destroyed. 

STRIKE INFORMATION: • 
- SlX A-6Es w1th MK-82s each launched from USS AMERICA at 
141745 EST. 
- All aircraft on target. 

ABORTS: None • 

2 



TARGET: SIDI BILAL TERRORIST TRAINING CAMP 

TOT TIME: 141905 

DAMAGE ASSESSMENT 
Preluu.nary 

- 3 buildings damaged at Sidi Bilal (naval academy). 

STRIKE INFORMATION: ~-
- Three F-ills with~BU-lOs 
141236 EST. 

each departed RAF Lakenheath at 

- All aircraft on target. 

ABORTS: None. 

B. ).8"r Total USAF a/c from UK: 24 F-llls, 5 EF-llls, 19 tankers. ,. 
C. J..S"YHAR.'If/SHRIKE Employment 

BENINA TGTS TRIPOLI TGTS TOTAL 

HARM: 
SHRIKEl ·-c·-1· 

.. 

-, . ' 
o. ).Af'( Recovery: 

- One F-111 diverted to Rota, SP due to mechanical problems 
escorted by a second F-111. The escort rejoined the tanker 
and returned to home base. The divert aircraft is in hangar 
awaiting repair. 

- 150310 F-llls/EF-llls and tankers on deck in UK. 
lA 

E. ~ Search and Rescue (SAR) 

F'' j''IL _ ~ , }I ~~: : L .-.. ___ . -••. E~! ..•. -.•. _._._J 
F .. {a1"'" Reconnaissance: . ''lf(' ··~·,-.. 

..• :-At~_;·· _ .. ·.~ __ :_-·-~·--__ -_._.·-~.--· .. rl~_:_:,~_-.·_. 
.. _______ , ___ ·c.::..~ - - - - -=· 

APPROVEC BY 

Prepared by: J-3 Response Cell, JOO 
Ext 52532/Secure 2i96 
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l.~The attached proposed JCS Chronology SITREP No. 5 satisfies 
request for periodic updates. 
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WOii.t< DIG i'APEH 
DCSTROY WHEN NO LONGER ~EEDED 

(U) Background Paper for the Director for Operations 

I. (U) SUBJECT. ELDORADO'CANYON Chronology: SITREP NO. 5 

II. (U) MAJOR POINTS. 
by USEUCOM concern1ng 

The following information has been provided 
ELDORADO CANYON activity as of 151600 EST. 

-~ A. }JS"I ~ 

TARGET: TRIPOLI MILITARY' AIRFIELD 

TOT TIME: 141906 to 141911 EST 

DAMAGE ASSESSMENT: 
- Pllots' report. 

All bombs on target. 
-- At least 3 to 5 probable IL-76 aircraft ·destroyed 
-- Facility damage to be determined. 

STRIKE INFORMATION: 
- Slx F-llls withJIIrasu-49 each departed RAF Lakenheath at 
141236 EST. 
- Five (5) across target. 

ABORTS: one (l) aircraft aborted prior to TOT due to loss of 
terra1n following radar. 

TARGET: BElliNA AIR FIELD 

TOT TIME: 141900 EST 

rcraft damaaed 
1 F-27 destroyed 
l FLOGGER destroyed 
5 probable FLOGGERs destroyed 
20 bomb craters on apron 
2 MI-14 helos destroyed 
1 MI-14 helo possibly destroyed 
Numerous buildings with small holes in sides and roof 
12 "burn marks" may indicate that 12 additional FLOGGERs 

were destroyed and have been removed by 2 pieces of ~eavy lift 
equipment. 

STRIKE INFORMATION: 
- E1ght A-6Es departed from.CORAL SEA at 141750 EST. 
- Six (6) on target. • 11 . - Five aircraft with CBUs and one with MK-82s. 

ABORTS: Two aircraft abort, cause unknown. 

INTERNAL STAFF PAPER 
RELEASE COVERED BY 
JCS MOP 39 

Classified by Director, J-3 
Declassify on OAOR 



TARGET: AZIZIY'AH BARRACKS TRIPOLI 

TOT TIME: 141900 EST 

DAMAGE ASSESSMENT: 
Prel1m1nary 

- Heavy roof and front of building damage 
- Qadhafi's tent collapsed 
- 6 (at least) craters in the area 
- Building across from French Embassy damaged, but no 
observable damage to the French Embassy. 
- Battalion headquarters damaged. 

STRIKE INFORMATION: . · 
- Nine F-llis with.GBU-lOs each departed RAF Lakenheath at 
141236 EST. 
- Five aircraft over target. 

Three aircraft on target. 
-- one aircraft dropped long. 
-- Missing F-lll from this strike. 

ABORTS: 
- Four aborts total. 

Two aborts due to systems degrade. 
One abort before last refueling. 
One abort after last refueling. 

TARGET: BEIIJGBAZI MILITARY BAIUlACJtS (JAMABIRIYM) 

TOT TIME: 141900 EST 

DAMAGE ASSESSMENT: 
Prei1m1nary 

- Large storage building destroyed. 
- Some FLOGGER shipping crates destroyed. 

STRIKE INFORMATION:· 
- SlX A-6Es Wlth,...MK-82s each launched from USS AMERICA at 
141745 EST. 
- Al1.aircraft on target. 

ABORTS: None. 
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TARGET: SIDI BILAL TERRORIST TRAINING CAMP 

TOT TIME: 141905 EST 

DAMAGE ASSESSMENT 
Prei1m1nary 

- 3 buildings damaged at Sidi Bilal (naval academy). 

STRIKE INFORMATION: 
- Three F-Ills with.GBU-lOs each departed RAF Lakenheath at [ 
141236 EST. 
- All aircraft on target. 

ABORTS: None. 
I) 

B. ~Total USAF a/c from UK: 24 F-111s, 5 EF~111s, 19 tankers. 
~ . 

C. >SfHARM/SHRIKE Employment 

BENINA TGTS TRIPOLI TGTS TOTAL 

HARM: 
SHRIKE: 

"' 0. yi'( Recovery: 

- One F-111 diverted 
escorted by a se.cond 
and returned to home 
awaiting repair. 

to Rota, SP due to mechanical problems 
F-111. The escort rejoined the tanker 
base. The divert aircraft is in hangar 

- 150310 F-llls/EF-llls and tankers on deck in UK. 
\l. 

E • .J,B( Search and Rescue (SAR) -- -······:IT:··.····· 
. ~-

. _· ___ ---·-'-·-- ·- -· .]!,{'_. 

----·~,-- ... 

-··- .. · -..;....._ 
- SAR terminated after sunset 15 April. 
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t;( 
G.~surface 

- 151300 EST Sixth Fleet pos~tioning forces to protect 
Lampedusa Island south of Sicily and conduct evacuation of 30 
USCG personnel if required in response to two rockets 
impacting in the water vicinity of the us Coast Guard station 
reported at 151034 EST. 

APPROVED BY 

Prepared by: 
-------------------------- VCCAT 

J-3 Response Cell. JQD 
~xt 52532/Secure 2796 
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DRAFT 
Introduction 

Good 1110rnlng. 

and this 1s j. ..:.~ 
:::j: . . :~.....:. 

.· 

I a~- t: 

L. We were 

both deeply involved In planning. execution and follow up to the us strikes 

against Libya on 15 April 1986 - Operation ELOORADO CANYON. 

Purpose 

This briefing responds to the request on Z4 April by the Chairman and 

the ranking Minority member of the House Armed Services Coalfttee for a 
•• 

report (~y 15 May) on the preparations for and conduct of the operation. 

Both Adm Crowe and Secretary Weinberger have reviewed and approved this 

briefing. You are reminded that It Is TOP SECRET • .. 
Ovenlew 

This ·briefing covers Operation ELDORADO CANYON including background. 

concept. execution and results. 

Background 

By way of backgr ;-~·d I will quickly review events and planning which 

preceded the 5 April ~:,~ing attack at the Labelle Disco In Berlin which 

resulted tn two dead including SGT Ford and 230 Injured Including 64 

1 

• ,. 

'jC 
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DRAFT 
Americans. Planning for libyan continge~cies began in 1980. JCS and 

USCINCEUR were the principal responsible organizations. As a result of a 

clear Libyan threat to US forces, USCINCEUR was first directed to plan for 

the protection of US forces fro~ Libyan attack and retaliatory strikes 

aglnst libya In August of 1980. This tasking was tater recodified In 

tasking docu.ents In 1983. The specific targeting and force packaging which 

resulted in the April 15 strikes began on Decetlber 28, 1985 following early 

Indications that Lfbya was behfnd the terrorist attacks at Rome and Ylenns 

airports. As a consequence, by 5 April nu.erous contingency plans were on 

the shelf and they served as a point of departure for developing the 

detailed strike plans against specific targets. 

-- --------~ 
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';;- . . -. .;_ .. . 
~ :· 
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ll'i·-

- ¥' 
,< ' 

-

- .. 
' I : ' 

. . IS;·
·-~ 
,_f;_ 

From January to March, while contingency planning was underway, we 

conducted a series of operations Inside the Tripoli FIR. Then fro. 

~1 

23 to 27 March we conducted Free~ of Navigation operations below the 

32030' "Line of Death". Libyan hostile reaction to these operations 

resulted _In the slnki11·; :>f two ltbyan patrol craft and attacks on SA.'! sit~; 

at Sirte. The FIR a11! :;•1 OPS also enabled us to exercise our Com~and an~ 

Control systems and 1 iJ:~~n so that by 14 April we were confident that we 

could handle the very de~Jndfng joint operation which followed. Througho~: 

this period the JCS/EUCOH tnter1iijr'a: excellent at all levels. Thh 

-,. 
.· 
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fntluded fate-to-fate lfafson at staff a~d to~nd levels, including 

discussions between SecDef and Adm Crowe with VAOH Kelso, COHSIXTHFlT; 

Ada Moreau, CJNCUSNAVEUR; Gen Lawson, DCINCEUR; and Gen Rogers, CINCEUR. 

I will return to detailed planning in 1 few minutes. 
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We knew the following about each of the targets • 
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Decision to Strike 

• 

Following the Labelle Disco ~bing and the clear evtdence that Libya 

directed it, the President directed an attack against Libya's terrorist 

infrastructure. It was intended prim~rily to pree.pt or disrupt further 

Libyan operations abroad. Additionally 1t would signal to Libya that sta~e

sponsored terroris. carries a high cost, would weaken Libyan conventional . . 

power projection, and encourage those opposed to the policies of the Qad~a!i 

regime. This guidance. the objectives, and direction given to SecDef/JCS 

were passed to CINCEU~ ~nd his components. Fro. this, USCINCEUR and the 

executing forces dev<?! ·-~:! feasible milttary options to support the mfssi:- .. 

These plans (options: ,;_·~~ l'eviewed, modified, and revised at successive 

levels of conmand thr:H•~'' JCS to the Secretary and the President • 
···'\-;'";. 
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As you can see the Interaction between the •tlttary and ctvtltan 
• 

-

leadership was continuous. At each level great care was taken to provide 

clear, unambiguous guidance without micro-managing commanders in the fi!~~. 

The chain of command was never bypassed. 
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·Concept of Operations 
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Caa-and ind Control 

The chatn of comman4 throughout Operation ELDORADO CANYON was fro~ t~i 

Secretary of Defense t~rough the JCS to USCINCEUR to Co~ander, Centrsl 

Mediterranean Operati~n~. For strea~lfned cl, USCIMCEUR deslgnatei 

COMSIXTHFLT as the ofc' :!r in tactical command (OTC) and Commander. C!n~~~· 

- Mediterranean Operat!·l"-> :::J:-tCENTKEDOPS), to coordinate detailed joint 

plannfng/deconflfctione~forts, to Integrate other coaaand/agency assets ; .... 
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the tactical operations area, and to conduct this operation. USCINCEUR 

delineated the area of the CENTMED in which COMCENTMED had this aut~orfty. 

' The EUCOK components, as the forces which would execute the strike, 

db~eloped the prf~ary, detailed plans. Further to enhance Air Force/~avy 

coordination, liaison officers were exchanged among the planning locations 

in addition to the coordination inherent in the unified staff at H~ •JSE~=~~. 

Rules of Engagement 

The following special rules of enga~ent for operation ELDORADO CA~!~, 

were approved. These rules are in addition to peaceti•e rules of en~a~~e~~ 
•• 

and those previously approved for operation ATTAIN DOCUMEKT (Gulf of Si~r~ 

operations): 
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l 
- Minimize collateral damage. Make every reasonable atte.pt to li~1t 

da.ege to other than designated military targets. 

- ROE were chosen because through the iterative planning process. 

USCINCEUR had requested ROE that he considered necessary to co~duct 

the misston. These reca..endattons were reviewed and modified 

throughout the planning process and finally approved by the SeeJe! !~1 

the President. 

•• 
-We believe the ROE were appropriate. 

Execution • 
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The Libyan respon') from the 9entna Airfield was relatively light. 

There were surface·t·J-J i r 11issiles fired, !lut the atrcrews on that stri:<o; 
• 

easily avoided the surfJ:e-to-air 11issiles. However, against the Ben1~a!' 

\ 
I 

1 
I 
' 

-•• 
. ..• .. 



UN\fl 

Barracks and alternate Headquarters, the anti-aircraft fire and surface-t'· 

air missile fire was very Intense~ Against the Sldl Bllal Terrorist 

Facfllty, the Libyan response "as fairly ltght. Against Azlzlyah Barra:ks 

·and Headquarters, the Libyan response was very heavy. Additionally, fl!res 

were fired Into the air; apparently an attempt by the Libyans to. tll:J:~I~!~! 

the sky to 1ld their ~ntl-11rcraft fire. Ag1lnst the Tripoli ,llltary 

Airport, they had light to moderate AAA and surface-to-air missile respcns~. 

Of the alrcr1ft that aborted on the western sfde, there were three alrcr!6 ~ 

that aborted prior to the strike against Azlzlyah Barr1cks. One was ~u! ~: 

an engine hot light and that 1lrcraft l1ter landed at Rota and was re;slr!~ 

1nd proceeded on blck to Great Britain. One had an engine lnstru.ent 

·"'" faflure; one had an afterburner failure 1nd was not 1ble to ca.plete th~ 

-.... 

.. 
strike. Additionally, over that t1rget, one hid a generator failure. 

Against the Tripoli Military Airport, one alrcr1ft aborted with failure l 6 

z... 
hfs terr1ln-fo1lowlng rad1r. Ag1lnst Benlna Air Base,...,. A-~lborte:f ~ oo: 

1 • lrJC.U ISftL. u.cQ. ()fa, • t• cc.'-<... 
the afr. The reason for the two A-6 lborts at Benfna '-' •nknOIII': At Si ~· 

Bllal and Benghazi Barracks, all aircraft that were scheduled ~de t~!!~ 

strikes. Additionally, over the Azlzlyah Barracks, there was one F-l~~ :·;: 

did not return. Whether he dropped his bo.bs on the t1rget or not Is nc~ 

cle1rly known, and he apparently went down off the coast about four ~lle! -. .. ·~-·-. ,J 
: ti :. : 
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Perfol'llance 

Thi·ratd accompltshed the overall asstgned •tss1on. Target results are 

based on a c:CIIIIpar1son of target dllllge as C:CIIIIpared to the t nstruc:t1ons ghen 

tn the EXECUTE ORDER. tnc:ludtng the destred targets and the no-strtte areas. 
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The reasons for the difference between objectives and results vary but our .· 
review suggests the following factors coabined to produce a very de.anding. 

"busy cockpit" •ission: 

-Sophisticated. integrated •. high threat environ.ent. 

- Long flights .prior to target. 

- Heavy AAA and nu.erous SAN firings. 

- Conservative interpretation of national guidance (all weapon systeas 

fully operational) co.plicated •ission tactics beyond the level 

no~lly encountered in co-bat or co-bat training. 

Specific syste~s perfor.ed well within expected acceptable li•its. No 
•• 

eatraordinary·preparations were .. de for the operation. Contingency plans 

had been •ade for additional targets but they were not selected for this 

•hsion. 
• 

The efficacy of command arrange.ents and effectiveness/coordination of the 

Air Force and Naval forces is assessed as superb. Perhaps the •ost tellf~j 

fact is the exact on ti .. TOT by forces based 3000 •iles apart. A very 

co-plea jotnt strtke plan successfully tntegrated strtke and strike-support 

(ECM. CleM. EV. CAP. SAR) air and naval forces. ROE were appropriate and 

provided the operational latitude to plan and conduct the strike In a 

tactically sound manner. 

The aircrews. as the ~ri~Jry strike planners. were given the flexibility tJ 

develop attack plans and force packages. Each target area had several 

desired target elements (aim points.). The selection of at• points and 

.. ... -



munitions was left to the crews attacldng __ that target area. llhile the 

direction to limit collateral daqige and •ini•ize the risk to the aircrews 

may seea to have reduced flexibility on the target run (no alternate 

· targets), it was the complexity of five simultaneous attacks whfch d~an~ed 

the carefully orchestrated run-fns and attack a~es. 

The dfrectfon to limit collateral da.age resulted fn a more-difficult, ~o~e

deaandfng mission for the alrcrews. Command elements of the executin; 

forces Interpreted the direction to ll•it collateral da.age very 

conservatively. This led to requireaents of redundancy In operating we1~~ 

delivery systems not·speciflcally required by ROE or national-level 

guidance. Specifically, all delivery systems had to be fully operation1l ~l 
•• 

attack 1 target; additionally, there were not alternate targets to attack I~ 

case of minor system degrade In only one delivery system. The loss of 

systems, therefore, simply reduced the number of weapons to be dellvere~ 01 
• 

the targets. There was some unplanned d .. age. It occurred because, as 

exP*cted, not every munition dropped by our aircraft hft precisely on t".! 

intended target. In short, we missed a few. Additionally, Libyan S~~s ~-: 

other non-US weapons caused damage fn Trfpolt to an unknDWII extent. 

Evidence to support thfs view was provided by Lfbyan and International =~~~~ 

televfsfon footage showfng SA-2 and SA-3 SAM booster rockets (purporte~ly 

pieces of downed US aircraft) being pulled from wrecked buildings. T~e S~-: 
I 

booster rocket, for ex~•ple, Is 8.5 feet long, 3 feet in diameter, an~ 

weighs approximately 1J5~ lbs after fuel expenditure. Despite the self

-.1 destruct feature found on Soviet SAMs, it fs not impossible that one or "7:·' 

of the SAM warheads may Jctually have exploded on i•pact, causing even ~'r! 

18 
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I 
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-

destruction tn the t .. edtate area. Finally. tt is noted that falling 

shrapnel" ·fro~~ conventional AAA weapons. uny of whfch were obser'ved active 

dur'ing the ntght of the·r'aid. may have caused additional casualties and/Or' 

·d ... ge since AAA rounds wtll explode on contact with the ground if not 

fused. 

I 
• 0 :.; • . 
,. 

-----

) ··: ., 

. :.'•':··· 

., 
' . 

. ' ~ ' . 

. ; -:- . 
•• j~ • • . . ' 

. .. 
·, 

. . , .. _\ :·."· ... '· 
·. ~ ..... ·.. . 

--~~.~-.. ::. . ' .. 
- •.. 

. · .. ·-.. 

. ··'···· . 
. · . 

;;_ ·. . . . .. -~- . 
. . 

·.' •.: 
·. ··--~~--'- ... 

·:· .. 
:; 

\ 
\ 

·~ .. 



... 
) 

DRA
r----w .. 

.. a I 
ull ~ 

I-- .. --------~-.-.. -----. 
;: .... 
~-.< 

;;;i 
~\'· 

--~--

' ---' 
.. j" 

·. 

·-----

..•. ,. 

. .. 

The Lfbyan atr defense systea was surprtsed. A great deal of confusfon was 

noted. Benfna Afrffeld had runway ltghts on and radto navfgatton afds . . 

operatfng at the.tt .. of attack. 
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The joint planning and operations syste~ ~rked well. The Iterative process 

allowed everrone Involved to understand the objectives and plan accordingly. 

Cl was clear and underst~od resulting in 1 successful execution. 

J Additionally we conf1nned that our sophisticated equlpsent ~rks. Wfthout 

that sophhttcat1on this mission was si•ply undoable.· · lie '""' natlan an 
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The •ission was acco.,lished despite the .ast severe political constraints 

against very tough targets • 
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CCIIBIInications planning was thorough and c011plete. As a result. , -·--·· _ 

ca..untcattons support was not a ltatttng factor fOr the operatton.f· 
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